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FIRST 


REPORT 


F R O M THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE, &c. 


1 * 

The Seleft Committee, appointed to take into Confideration the State of the Adminiftratiori 
of Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and to report the fame, as it 
lhall appear to them, to the Houfe, with their Obfervations thereupon ; and who were in- 
ftrufted to confider how the Britilh Poflcirions in the EaO: Indies may be held and go- 
verned with tlie greateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what Means the 
Ilappinefs of the native Inhabitants may be bed: promoted, obferve, Tliat the Seled 
Committee, appointed in the fill SelTion of Parliament, did cxaniinc into the State of tlie 
Judicature in Bengal, and reported to the Houfe fuch material Pads as then appeared in 
Evidence before them : Your Committee, in Conformity to the Orders they have re- 
ceived, and the Powers veiled in them by the Houfe, have refumed, without Delay, their 
Inquiries the prefent State and Condition of the fame Objed. 

I N the earlicft Stage of their Refcarches, Matter has appeared which, they apprehend, may 
require the immediate Confideration of Parliament! Your Committee have, therefore, deemed 
It advilcable to make an early Repprt of that fpccial Matter, without interrupting their Pro- 
grefs in the other Parts of the Inquiry, which they have in Charge from the Houfe. 

Five Parties were before the Committee appointed in the lafl: SelTion ; that is to fay, the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies j the Governor^ General and Council of 
Bengal j the Britifh Inhabitants refident at Calcutta; fundrv Zemindars, and others, Nativ^cs of India; 
and laftly, the Judges of the Supreme Coilrt of Judicature. The Three fird; appeared by various 
Tctinons and Memorials, which were referred by the Houfe to the Committee j the Fourth Party, 
the Zemindars, Farmers, and others, who by Petition had applied to the Council General of Ben- 
gal for Redrefs againft the Jurifdidion of the Supreme Court, and which Petition was before th^ 
Corrirnittcc; the 1 aft Party, namely, the Judges, were before the Committee by Sir Elijah Im- 
Documents, tranfmitted to His Majefty^s Secretaries of State, and by them 
laid before the Houfe, and were referred by the Houfe to the faid Committee. 

In thofe Letters and Documents, the Judges have given Anfwers to the fcveral Objcflions wliich, 
as they fay, they learn by Report had been made to their Conduct, but which thc^y complain had 
never been regularly communicated to them; and in thefe Letters, the Chief Juftice, in his Turn, 
rhakes various recriminating Charges on the Governor General and Council, the Company’s Scr- 
vants, and others of the Britifh Inhabitants, particularly in regard to the Manner of obtaining and 
conduding Petitions againft them. 

Of thefe Parties, Three only arc invefted with Parliamentary or other public Powers ; the other 
1 arc formed, in general, ofPerfens more likely to be affeded by the Abides or Neg- 

partake in them, or if they fhoulcl, it is only in a Manner indired and 
lubordinate, and.as they arc inHuenced or fupported by thofe in fuperior Stations ; Your Com- 
mittee therefore thofe to dire& their Attention to the Conduft of the principal Parties, as a ne- 
^ ceflary 
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(^ffary Preliminary to their Enquiry into the Meani of regulating or relieving them all, according 
to the Exigence of their fcvcral Cafes; and, in particular, to find out how far the Direftors, the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, and the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
have ferioufly endeavoured the Redrefs of thofe Grievances they feverally complained of, by the Ex- 
ereife of the Powers legally verted in them; how far they co-operated in the Relief given, at their 
Requeft, by an Aft of the Legiflaturc ; and what intermediate Arrangements they have made amongft 
theinfclvcs, concerning the Objefts which they had fubmitted to the Determination of Parliament : 
Your Committee being fully perfuaded, that the foie Hope of cftablifliing good Order in India, 
muft entirely depend upon the Conduft of the feveral executory Powers afting in prompt ObedU 
cnce to the Direftion of the Legiflaturc, and in a zealous Concurrence with its Intentions. 

On thefe Heads of Enquiry, Your Committee, on the 6th Day of December 1781, ordered the 
Eart India Company to lay before them, Extrafts of thc' L.etters from the Court of Dii'tftors to 
the Governor General and Council of Bengal, relative to the Releafe from Imprifonment of the 
Patna Magirtrates, Mir Burcut Ulla and Gullum Mucdiim, as alfo Bchader Beg, imprifoned in 
Calcutra by Judgment of the Supreme Court of Judicature; alfo a Copy of their Orders, for an 
Indemnification of thofe Perfons, and the Re-inrtatemcnt of the Magirtrates in their refpeftive 
Stations at Patna, or other Provifion made for them ; and Your Committee afterwards ex- 
amined Mr. Sullivan, Chairman of the Court of Direftors of the Eaft India Company, Mr. 
Wilks, Secretary to the Committee of Secrecy of the faid Company, Mr. Francis, late a Member 
of the Supreme Council, Mr. Shakefpearc, late Chief of Dacca, and Major Scott, in the Company's 
Service, private Secretary to Mr. Haftings, Governor General, and by him appointed an Agent 
to explain Iiis Conduft in fuch Parts as ftiould become a Subjeft of Difcuflion. 

Thar, in purfuance of the Orders of the 6th of December, Your Committee received the next 
Day from the India Houfe, a Copy of the Minutes of the Court of Direftors, held on Wednefday, 
the a7th June 1781, as follows : 

“ The Chairman acquainting the Court, That in the prefent Stage of the Bill depending in the 
Houfe of Commons, relative to the Supreme Court of judicature in Bengal, for indemnifying and 
“ relieving certain Perfons, and for other Purpofes therein mentioned, it is neceflary that the Com- 
pany’s Confent rtiould be given, before filling up the Blanks in the faid Bill, for the Payment of 
the Sums propofed to be allowed for indemnifying fundry Perfons therein deferibed ; and that 
John Robinfon, Edmund Burke, and William Boughton Roufe, Efquires, now defined to know 
the Court's Sentiments refpefting the faid Sums ; and the Court having confidcred thereof, it was 


Refolvcd, That this Court doth confent and agree, if the propofed Bill fhould pafs into a 
Law, that the Payments therein ftipulated to be made, ftiall refpeftively be iflued, according to 
‘‘ their feveral Specifications in the faid Bill, from the Company's Treafury m Bengal ; and that 
Orders be in Confequence given in the next Advices to the Governor GenerS^and Council there# 


To each of them feverally, or their Order, on Demand, in 
Three Months. 


£ 5000 To Mir Burcut Ulla 
5000 To Gullum Muedum 
2000 To Bchader Beg 

5000 To the Children or Child (if any) of a certain Magirtrate called the Cadi or Cauzi 
Saadi of Patna within Three Months after Arrival of the Aft at Calcutta. 

A Penfion or Annuity to the Widow of the faid Cauzi Saadi, equal to the Salary 
of her late Hufband, during the Term of her natural Life; alfo, 

1000 To thc.faid Widow if the faid Cauzi Saadi (hall have died without Ifluc ; and, 
loco To his nearert Male Relation or Relations in the fame Degree." 


And alfo, a Copy of the i6th Paragraph of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 29th 
Augurt 1781, as follows; 

Two Afts of Parliament having been paffed during the laft Seflion, whereby the Company's 
exclufive Charter has been prolonged for Ten Years, and the Supreme Court of Judicature regu- 
lated ; Wc tranfmic you Copies thereof for your Information and Guidance, and enjoin ftrift 
Attention and Obedience thereto." 


And Your Committee did alfo, in purfuance of the faid Orders on the loth Day of December, 
receive from the Direftors of the Eaft India Company, a Paper, intituled, “ Draught of Paragraphs, 
to be lent by the Court of Direftors of the Eaft India Company, to the Governor General and 
Council at Fort William in Bengal, by the next Difpatches." Which Paragraphs are as follow : 

When the. late* Aft refpefting the Adminiftration of Juftice in Bengal was agitated in the 
Houfe of Commons, it was intended, amongft other Things, not only to relcafo from Prifon 
and indemnify the native Magirtrates and others therein named, but alfo to make Provifion for 
the future Subfiftcncc of Mir Burcut Uilaand Gullum Muedum, in their former Condition and 

Situation: 
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" Situation ; and to declare them Mahorriedan Counfellors to the Court and Council of Patna, wltli 
“ all the Privileges, Profits, and Emoluments thereto belonging ; and alfo, in Confideration of 
“ their L.offcs and long Imprifonment, to pay to each of them fevcrally, or to their Order, out of 
« the Company’s Treafuryj the Sum of Five thoufand Pounds, Three Months after Demand ; 

« And alfo, to Behadcr Begj wlio had afted under the Authority of the Council of Patna, and been 
“ imprifoned, the Sum of Two thoufand Pounds, in Three Montlis after Demand, without Pre- 
“ judice to any Claim or Remedy which he or his Father, or next Heir at Law, might navej in Law 
“ or Equity, to any Lands or Goods whatever. And in cafe of the Death of any of the before- 
“ mentioned Perfons, before the Arrival of the Aft of Parliament at Calcutta, or before the Money 
" become payable, then the above Sums to be paid to the lawful Reprefentatives of the Dcceafcd : 

“ And likewife the Sum of Five thoufand Pounds to the Child or Children of the Magittrate of 
" Patna, called the Cadi or Cauzi Saadi, who died as he was under Conveyance to Prifon (if any 
“ Child or Children he had) and to the Widow of the faid Canzi Saadi, diifing her natural l.ife, 

“ a Penfion or Annuity equal to the Salary of her late Hufband ; and if the faid Cauzi Saadi Ihould 
“ have died without Iffue, - then a Sunvof One thoufand Pounds to be alfo paid to his Widow, and 
“ One thoufand Pounds alfo to his ncareft Male Relation or Relations of the fame Degree. 

“ As the Company were equally defirous with the Promoters of the Bill, to contribute to the 
“ Relief of the unhappy Sufferers, to make the Compenfatlons above mentioned, and thereby to 
“ manifeft their Regard for the native Inhabitants of Bengal} it was upon due Confideration judged 
" advifeable, and more honourable for the Company, to omit the compulfory Claufes in the Aft j 
“ and agreed, That Orders fliould be given by the Court of Direftors, in their hext Advices to 
“ the Governor General and Council, for the Money to be iffued from their Treafury, and paid 
“ accordingly. 

“ We therefore direft, that within Three Months, to be computed from the Day of the Receipt 
“ of thefe our Orders at Fort William, you iiTue from our Treafury, and caufe to be paid to Mir 
“ Burcut'Ulla, or to his Order, the Sum of Five thoufand Pounds; alfo to Gullum Muedurn, or 
“ to his Order, the Sum of Five ‘thoufand Pounds ; alfo to Bchader Beg, the Sum of Two tHou- 
“ fand Pounds, without Prejudice to any Claim or Remedy which he or his Father, or nekt Heir 
“ at Law, may have, in Law or Equity, to any Lands or Goods whatfoever : And if any of th6 
" Parties fhall not be living at the Time 6f the Arrival of this our Order at Calcutta, or fhall die 
“ before the Money become payable, or is paid, the fame fhall be paid to bis or their lawful Repre- 
“ fentatives; Alfoj to the Child or Children (if any there be) of the late Cauzi Saadi of Patna, 
** Five thoufand Pounds. Alfo, that you pay, or caufe to be paid, to the Widow of the faid Cauzi 
" Saadi, during her natural Life, a Penfion or Annuity, equil to the Salary of her late Hufband } 
“ alfo to the faid Widow of the faid Cau^i, if he fhall have died without HTue, the Sum of One 
“ thoufand Pounds j alfo in that cafe, fd the ncareft Male Relation or Relations of the faid Cauzi 
“ Saadi, the Sum of One thoufand Pounds. And it is our Pleafurc, that the faid ^onicS be ilTued 
“ from our Treafury, and that Payment thereof be made free of all Charge or Expcncc to the Re- 

ceivers, and wMiiin the Time before limited. 

“ We have alrwdy noticed, that it was intended by the Aft to have reinftated MirBurcut Ulla 
** and Gullum Muedum, and to have declared them Mahomedan Counfellors to the Council of 
“ Patn.i, wich all the Privileges, Profits, and Emoluments thereto belonging ; it appearing that 
“ their Error or Mifeonduft (if any hath been) did not proceed from corrupt Motives} and the 
“ Aft having direfted that they fhould be forthwith difeharged from their Imprifonment, On Secu- 
“ rity being given for the Damages recovered, which Security you are required to caufe to be given 
“ on their Behalf, and that it fhall be competent to appeal to His M^efty in Council againft the 
“ Judgment; We hereby dirtft, that you take Care to pay due Obedience to the Direftions given 
« in the faid Aftj and alfo, that Mir Burcut UlU and Gullum Muedum, be forthwith reftored tp 
“ their rtfpeftive Offices, as Mahomedan Counfellors to the Council ofjjjjatha, with all the Privi- 

leges. Profits, and Emoluments thereto belonging.” 


And it not appearing to Your Committee, upon what Minutes or Proceedings of the Court of 
Direftors the faid Paragraphs were founded, they ordered a Copy of the Minutes of the Court of 
Direftors, of the 7th Day of December 1781, to be laid before them; and in this Place Your Com- 
mittee beg Leave to obferve, that by the Date thereof, it appears the faipe was not made until the 
Day after the Orders made by Your Committee as before fee forth 1 and which Minutes are as 
follow : 


“ At a Court of Direftors, held on Friday the 7 th December, 1781, 

“ A Refolutlon ftaving pafTed this Court, on the o^th Jutte laft, for paying certain Sums of Mo- 
'* ney therein mentioned, in cafe fuch Part of a Bill as related to thofe Sums, and at that Time 
” depending in Parliament, fhould pafs into a Law ; and it being afterwards thought by the Gen- 
tlemcn who promoted the faid Bill, /o he mare a^i fable to omit (he fame in the A£l, that it might 
he underjloed in India, that the Payments were made from the mere Bounty of the Company , without any 
** Cmpulfion\ and the fame being omitted accordingly, in Confidence that the Company would 
♦* order the faid Payments to be made ; and the Chairman having reiiortcd to the Court, a Confer- 
Sst. Com. Rep. I. B once 
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** cncc between him and fome of the Gentlemen who promoted the faid Bill, and allured the 
“ Court, that in Confcqucncc of that Conference, the Claufes, compulfory upon the Company for 

“ Payment of the Sums therein fpecitied, would be omitted It is hereby relolved, that the iol- 

“ lowing Sums of Money be paid from the Company’s Trcaiury in Bengal, and that Orders be in 
" Confetjuence given in the next Advices to the Governor General and Council there ; viz. 


Ito ea 
f Tht 


each of them feverally, or their Order, on Demand, in 
hree Months. 


“ L Burcut Ulla 

“ 5000 To Gullum Muedum 
“ aooo To Behader Beg 

“ 5000 To the Children or Child (if any) of a certain Magillrate called the Cadi orCauzi 
“ Saadi of Patna, within Three Months after Arrival of the Acl at Cakutta. 
” A Penfion or Annuity to the Widow of the faid Cauzi Saadi, equal to theSalaiv' 
“ of her late Hulband, during the Term of her natural Life ; alfo, 

” 1000 To the faid Widow, if the faid Cauzi Saadi lhall have died without ilfue, and 
“ 1000 To his nearcll Male Relation or Relations in the fame Degree." 


” At a Court of Direftors, Iicld on Wednefday the xath December 1781, 

“ The Chairman acquainted the Court, that in Confequence of fome Paragraphs having been 
prepared for Bengal, containing Orders refpefting the Indemnification of feveral Indian Magi- 
“ flraces, agreeably to a Refolution of Court of the 7th Inflant, he had given Directions to ftop 
" the Tryal Packet in Ireland, in order to be able to fend the faid Orders by that Conveyance ; ami 
the faid Paragraphs being now read, were .approved by the Court.” 


Then Lawrence Sulivan, Efq; Chairman of the Eaft India Company, attending, according to 
Order, was called in, and aflced, Who were the Gentlemen of the Committee, that met the Chair- 
man of the Eaft India Hoiifc, upon the Subjeft of Indemnification to -the Mahoraedan Lawyers, 
now in Gaol at Calcutta ? he faid, If he was to truft to his own Memory, he thinks it was Mr. Ro- 
binfon, Mr. Boughton Roufe, and General Smith but he does conceive it to be treaclierous in 
that Inflancc, bccaufe the Secretary had taken down the Name of Mr. Burke inftcad of General 
Smith. Being afked. From whom the Secretary took his Information ? faid. From himfclf, Chaiiv 
man of the Court. Being afked, If the Minute of the Court of Diredors, of the ayth Day of June 
1781, docs contain his Opinion of the Senfe of that Conference? faid, It does.— Then, Edmond 
Burke, Efq; a Member of Your Committee, was alkcd. Whether he was prefent at that Conference ? 
to which he faid, No, certainly he was not prefent at that Conference, or any Conference with the 
Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Court of Direftors. 

Mr. Sulivan being again called in, then, in further Explanation, informed Tour Committee as 
follows : 

That he apprehends there muft have been Two Conferences ; the Firfl:, of the ayth of June, where, 
as well as he recollects, a Defire was exprclTcd on the Part of General Smith, Mr. Robinfun, and Mr. 
Boughton Roufe, that if the fcvcral Sums of Money intended by Parliament to be paid to thofc 
feveral Perfons, the India Company would give their Confent that the Blanks might be filled up 
with thofc Sums — That he did, as Chairman, Rate the fame to the Court, and it had their Aflenr. 
He .apprehends there was a Second Conference between the fame People, when it was fuggefted, 
that it would be more to the Honour and Credit of the Company, if inllead of Compulfion, they 
made it an Aft of their oWn Bounty : That he, as Chairman, did promife, that the Court of Direcr 
tors would give Orders for the Payment of thofc Sums, and the reinftating the fever ,d Perfons in 
their former Honours ; and at this Time underftood that the Blanks were then filleil up, and ready 
to pafs into a Law, but were left out on his pledging himfclf that thole Orders ihould be carried 
into Execution by the firft Conveyance ; and they arc now ready to go by the firfl; Conveyance, com- 
pleatly conforming to the Wilhes of the Committee — That fince the pafling of the Aft, and his 
pledging himfclf thofe Orders Ihould go, there has not been a Angle Conveyance to India, except a 
fmall VelTcl (the Tryal Sloop) intended purpofely for Secret Difpatches ; but a Letter arriving 
from Governor Haflings, fl.iting the Probability of the Company having no Invellments, it was a 
Matter of that Moment that the Company thought fit to write a fliort Letter by that Secret Dif- 
patch, giving their Sentiments upon the Subjeft ; when the Court took the Opportunity of fending 
in tlic fiimc I.etter, a flrort Order, with tlie Aft of Parliament, with pofitivc Direftions to carry ic 
into Execution : That tliofe Direftions went no further than as the Aft Rated, to deliver thofc Per- 
fons from Prifon, (Appendix, No. i.) : That as this was no regular pifpatch,.it did not at that Hour 
occur, to carry into Execution the Remainder of the Orders relative to thofe People. — But as it 
has happened the Tryal Sloop is put back to Ireland, an Exprefs has been fent to detain her, that 
tlic Court of Direftors may carry compleatly thofc Orders into Execution; which has accordingly 
bccJi done, and now only waits the Approbation of the Lords of the Treafury, relative to the Iffves 
I of 
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of the Money for the Indcmnificition.— And being then aiked, Whetlier l;ii r^collcded when tlit 
Second Conference was held ? he faid, He (hould .'ipprehcnd in July, a^i the Firfl: was in June.— rlkin!;; 
further alked, What particular Circumftance leads him to believe it was in the Montli of July ? he 
faid, To the beft of his Memory.— Being afleed. Whether he took any private Minute of the Firif- 
Conference held in June? lie faid, He does not recoiled that he did. — Being afleed. Whether he 
took any Minute of the Second Conference in July ? he f^id. He does not recoiled that he did. — • 
Being afted. Does your Memory ferve you, not having taken a Minute of either Conference, to fix 
the Firfl: to have been in June, and the Second in July ? he faid. From the Minute of tlie Court oi 
Diredors, it appears that the Firfl: Conference was in June, and the other he cannot recoiled.^— Being 
further alked. Whether that Minute which helps to alTifl: his Memory with refped to the Firfl Con- 
ference, does afllft it only with regard to Date, or to other Circumftances attending that Con- 
ference ? he faid, In no other tliat he can at prefent recoiled, than that the Blanks had been fince 
filled up, and after that were left out of the Ad of Parliamcpf, tipon the Company’s pledging them 
felves to make thefe Payments. — Being alked. What was the Date of the Difpatchcs tent by the 
Tryal Sloop, he faid. The 29th of Auguft, as appears by a Letter upon the Table. — Being afked. 
Whether, notwithftanding theDifpatch of the 29th of Aiigufl was not confidercd as a regular Dil- 
patch, fo material a Diredioa «$ that which was propofed to be given in Favour of thofe unfortu- 
nate Perfons, might not in point of Propriety, and ought not in point of Jullicc, to have 
l^en then tranfmitted? he faid. He believes he has already anfwercd this Queftion in his 
Narrative i that it was an Omifllon, but attended with no Confequence, becaufe rhe fiime 
Veflcl may Hill carry the compleac Difpatch, and no other has been fent from this Coun- 
try to India fince the Pafling of the Ad of Parliament. — Being further alked. Whether in 
the Two Conferences which were held in June and July, the Authority of the Treafury 
(Mr. Robinfon, the Secretary of the Treafury, being perfonally prefent) was not confidercd to 
have been given for tlie Payment of thofe Sums of Money? he laid, On the Part of the Company the 
Court of Diredors eould anfwer clearly iori the Part of the Treafury, Mr. Robinfon was the Perfon; 
but at any Rate, the Forms preferibed by Parliament, dired, that the Court of Diredors fliould lay 
before the Trealury all Orders that they may fend out afleding the Revenues of that Country, anc,! 
therefore, until they had the full Approbation of the Lords of the Treafgry, the Court of Diredors 
would not have felt thcmfelvcs bound to have ifliied thofe Orders.— Being further alked. Whether the 
previous Signification of the Aflenc of the Treafury, by the Mouth of Mr, Robinfon their Secret. iry, 
to the ifluing thofe Orders, is not equivalent in point of Authority to any fubfequent Approbation 
of the Treafury? hefaid. He docs not know that Mr. Robinfon came forward in any fuch Way, and 
if he had, the Court of Diredors ceirtainly Ihould have expeded, that he would have been very ex- 
plicit upon that Subjed, .before they could have difpenfed with the Forms preferibed by Parliaiiicnr, 
but he does not recoiled thstwiy fwch Propofition was delivered by Mr. Robinfon on the Part of the 
Treafury. — Being afleed. Whether the Ad with that Regulation had at that Time palled? hefaid. He 
prefumes fo, becaufe he argues upon that Suppofition. — Being alked. Whether at the Time the 
Second Conferencclicfcribed by him pook Place, the Ad containing the Regulations for tlie Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice in India, had palled the Houfe of Commons? he faid. As well aj he can re- 
coiled, the Ad had not pafled the Houfe of Commons, the Blanks had been filled up. — Being afleed. 
Whether the Condition of the Firfl Minute made upon the Firfl Conference deferibed by him, 
bound the Company to pay the Money to the fulFering Mahomedan Lawyers, in cafe the Claufes 
ordering fuch Coiupenfation, fliould neft beinferted in the Ad? he faid, The Firfl Conference was, 
as well as he can recoiled, that the Company IhouJd aflent to fill up the Blanks with the fevcral 
Sums ftipulated tp the unforuinate People, upon Condition the Ad pafled. — Being alked. Whether 
the SuWance of the Sccon.d . ^?onferencc was not die Reverfe, and tha? th.e Company was tp b? 
bound, in cafe tliofe obligatory Claufes Ihould be omitted? — Hefaid,yes. — .^d beingalked. Whether 
there was a Minute of the Court of Diredors made on the Firfl Conference ? he faid, There was a 
Minute, and a Copy of it lies upon your Table," — Being alked. Whether there was any Mmute of the 
Court, made in Confcquepce of the Second Conferenre ? he faid, No, there was not. — Being alked. 
Why there was a Minute made in a Cafe where the Company was not bowid, and no Minute made 
in a Cafe where the Cpmpaoy was bound ? he faid, la the Firfl: Conference, he went fro.m tlie Chair to 
meet th* Gentlemen, as, he recollcds ; from thence, he immediately went to the Court, which 
was fitting, and delivering the Subftance, it became an inftanc Minute : In the next Conference 
there was .no Court, as he rejcolfedsi he attended the Gcntl 'incn, and in a Convcrfafi(Oi> he pledged 
hiiiifelf that the Court of Diredors would carry thole Orders into Fjxacution 5 that no regular 
Minute was made, it being generally underftood, Mr. Woodhoufe, Sir William Jilipes, and oclvcr 
Perfons, had ^x:eo copverfed with upon the Siibjt^l. — Being afked. Whether^ having pledged him- 
fdf for the Court €(f Dircitor^;, he did prppofe a Mi;iute fvf that Pu/pofe tb,e pir(l Boaid Pay ? he 
faid, He dwi not^^And being further afleed, How many Board Days pafled fr»om the Time of hi^ 
pledging Mrnfclf ':forth< Courf {of m Time of his making a Minute upon that Siib- 

jeft? hefaid, He did not jftaie h cp the Bpivrd until after he had received ,the Orders of this Com- 
mittee, and .upon that Reprefentation, .it was jip^he pecolleftion of Gentlemen, and met with a ready 
Concurrcncc.~ficing alked. For what.Pcafon he declined topropofea Minute to that FfTeil to the 
Court ofDireftors, for whom he had :pjedgcd himltlf, until an Order came down from this Com- 
mittee, to enquire what ihc.Eaft Jndia C(i>mp;Vjy had don: in tliat Matter? Hq faid, he has already 
ftated, that an Omifljftn was made, apd the Multiplicity of very important Matters that have 

occupied 
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Wcuplcij tils Time, the ftcafon of tlic Omiflioni and therefore until the Buiinefs camt! re- 
gularly before the Court, it had cfcaped his Attention to it. — Being further afleed, Whether the 
Omifllon he has ftated, was not theOmiffion of fending the Orders out by the Tryal Sloop ? he faid^ 
It is the fame Omiflion, becaufe, if he had recolledcd at the Time, the Completion of the Orders, he 
mull in Confcquencc have brought forward the Reprefentation to the Court of DifcdorSi— -Being 
alked, How the Bufincfs could regularly come before the Court of Diredors,^ if- he< who 
pledged himfelf for them, did not thittK proper to lay it before the Court? ite faid^ lit the 
Coiirfc of conduding the Company’s Bufi()efs, it is ufual to take up every Thing rclacllg 
to each Settlefnenr, feparatc, and that is what he calls the regular bringing forward of 
Bufinefsi there had been none in this Seafon ; as foon as there had, this Omifllon would have been 
correded.— And being further alked, Whether he is fure that no Buiinefs relating to the Pro- 
vince of Bengal was before the Board during that Period ? he faid. He does not recoiled 
any Indanccs, but very probably, in a Vanctfy of Branches fomeihing rtiight be brought 
forward.— Being alked,’ Whether he is fure that the Bufinefs was more regularly before the 
Board, upon the Principle of Regularity, which he has juft now ftated, than oft any other Day 
within the Period of Omiflion f he faid. He cannot fay that it wab.-y-Beins afleed. Might he not 
then have brought it to the Board out of Courfe ? he faid, He certainly might, aftd did bring it 
on out of Courfe, becaufe he thought it his Duty not to waif an Hour 'in bringing forward a 
Bufincfs, where the Committee had made a Requifition. — Being Silked, Whether he did not-'un- 
derftand that the Committee at the Clofc of the laft Seffioft Tiid mide that •Requifftfon ? he faid, 
He had already confefled, that he felt hirhfclf pledged fbr the Court of Diredors, to carry it into 
Execution, which they have accordingly donc.-*-Being alked. Whether a Req'iiifttion amounting to 
a Charge of near /.ao,ooo upon the Company's Revenue, was a Matter of left Impodanee- than 
any One of thofe Things which have occupied the Court of Diredors up6n any Court Day fince 
the Second Conference ftated by him ? he faid. The Objeds that have occupied his Attention in 
particular, and which have taken up his whole Time, are C^eds of ihfitiieely more Importance 
than the Sum ftated. — Being alked. Whether he can cHalgc llii ‘Memory; fhat no Sunrt of fmaller 
Importance was ever an Objed of the Board’s Attention during that Int'eiwil ? he‘faid. It is im-^ 
poflible for him to give an Anfwer to that Queftion; — The Witnefs was thert aiked. Whether dur- 
ing that Period the Diredors had in Confidcration before them, any Thing relating to the Inveft-i 
ments and Revenues of Bengal ? he faid, Not regularly, but they had an Attention to the invefti 
ments, in confequence of a Letter received from the Governor Gcntl^al, which they anfwered by the 
Tryal Sloop. — And being alked. Whether or no the 'Application fttid Dilpiofal of ^.20,000 ought 
not nerclTarily to have tome before them in any Dfteaions to the GoWr^ General, relative to 
the Invcftments and Management of the Revenues in Ben^l ? he lWd,'tIndoubiedly ’it would, if 
that Circumftancc had occurred at the Time.— Bcjng alked. Whether the Abufes’ allcdgcd to be 
in the Proceedings of the Supreme Court of Judicature In Bengal, was not- an Objed of a Petition 
of the Fall India Company to the Houfe of Commons ? he anfwered, Yes.— Being alked. Was not the 
particular Cafe of the Patna Magillrates, one of the Objeds of Complainffrinfinftted by the Gover- 
nor General and Council, Upon which that Petition to the Houfe df Coftnttons was founded ? he 
faid. Yes. — Being alked. How he accounted for an Omifllon of Obedience to what he underllclod 
to be the Senfe of'a Comiftittcc of the Houfe of Commons, fitting exptefsly upon a Complaint made 
by the Company itfclf, and its principal Servants? he faid, He hias already repeatedly ftated, that 
if that OmilTion had not been made, he Ihould not have beFn wanting in carrying into Execution 
the Orders of the Coittmitlce, as is now done. — Being alked. Whether he did not know the Patna 
Lawyers had fuflPered a long and grievous Imprifonmodt,. and hkd been ruined ift their Fortunes, 
by an Execution leyi^ upon their wjiole Subftance? he faid, yea. 3 iiBeing alked, Whether he 
thought that the Suftelmgs of fuch Men, being under the Protitfillbh of the Company; and afting 
under their Authority, wa!s not a Matter prefling upon JheCoult’df' Direftors, both in- Policy and 
IJuinanity, cffKrcially when Parliament had taken up the Conmahy'S Sentiments on that Occafion? 
he faid. The Orders that went out by the Tryal Sloop rclealed them frdm their Imprifonivtent, 
and the reft of their Orders refpefting their Reftoration and Indemnification are now compleated. 
—Being further alked. Whether there was any Means to provide for' tbtlr Subfiftence, after being 
difeharged by the Aft of Parlianicnt, ordered by the Court ofDiitftdrs ? he fold/. If this Omiflion 
had not happened, the whole would have been dbne as it is hdw ordei*i?d>^Being afleed. When did 
the Court of Direftors order the Judicature Aft to be tlanfiisiited to Bengal f he faid,' He believes 
It was the 29th of Auguft laft; by the Tryal Sloop.— Being alked, Whtird is theTryal Slodp ? he 
faid. III Ireland.— And being afleed. When the Tryal Sloop failed from Great Brirainr ?■ heTaid, He 
believes, that Vcflcl did not come to England.— Being alked. What Time did theTtyai Sloop fail 
from Irclartd for Ihdia with this Aft of Parliament ? he faid, He does not really necoUeft, but he 
believes ih all the Month of Oftober. ~ And being afleed, Why; asrthB'vtras'a Bofinefe rcfpbfting 
the Li ves of Men, and the moll prclTing Exigencies of Gbwlrtmint; in which a Military 'Force had 
fuperfeded the Courfe 6f Jufticc, was not a VcflH that might have faihrd earlierdbeett difparehed 
by the Company ? he faid. He apprehends that no Vtflel cduld have been brou^tnforwM fo foon 
as the Tryal Sloop.— Being fiirther afleed. Whether no Veflel could be got fooner,iko be difpatched 
for this Purpofe, than one ill Ireland, arwl that could not fait from the Pafling of the'Adt to, tlie 
End of Oftober ? he faid. He apprehends no VclTcl could go fo foon, -for (he had beendong ready 
and detained by contrary Winds.— Being alked, Whether the Tryal' is now ready' to fail with that 
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Ad ? he faid. The Tryal returned difmaftcd ; flie has been refitted, and they exped that fhe is nearly 
ready to return again. — And being afkcd, Whether in the Interval of the Time of the Second Con- 
ference dated by him to this Period, he has fent any Advices over Land to any Part of India ? he 
faid, He does not recoiled that the Court of Diredors have fent any. — And being alkcd, Whether 
the Secret Committee of the Court of Diredors has fent any Advices over l.and (ince the Confer- 
ence before mentioned to this Period ? he faid. He cannot give an Anfwcr to that Qijeftion. — 
Upo ^ ; 0 phich the Witnefs was afleed, Why he could not give an Anfwcr ? he faid, Bec.aufc in Time 
of War, the Court of Diredors have thought proper to delegate thofe Powers to the Chairman and 
Deputy, in order that inviolable Secrecy may be obferved, that in no Hour our Enemies may be 
enabled to intercept our Melfcngers, and feize our Advices.— -Your Committee thought it necef- 
fary to read to Mr. Sulivan, the Powers of the Committee} upon which he gave the following 
Anfwcr, That there has been One Difpatch. — The Witnefs was then alked, Why was not the Ad 
of Parliament, and the Company’s Orders for indemnifying, fent by that Difpatch ? he faid. The 
Court of Diredors fent no Letter by that Difpatch, and it went without their Knowledge } and he 
did not think as one, that it was incumbent to fend it by any Conveyance but that of Sea. — 
Being aiked, If he is certain that there was a Second Conference with the Perfons he has mentioned ? 
he faid. He is no otherwife certain that there mud have been a Second Conference, than from the 
Minute of the 17th of June, which dated a conditional Agreement; and his Memory is pofitive, 
that he did meet General Smith, Mr. Robinfon, and Mr. Boughton Roufe, when afluredly he did 
pledge himfelf, that the Court of Diredors would carry into Execution the Indemnification with- 
out any Condition. — And being aiked. Whether there is any Minute on Record at the Ead India 
Houfe, of a Paper without a Date, tranfmitted by the Court of Diredors to this Committee, inti- 
tuled “ A Draft of Paragraphs of a Letter to be fent by that Court to India,” or how or from what 
Authority did the Court of Diredors frame that Paragraph ? he faid, There is a Minute on Record 
dated the 7 th Indant, upon which that Paragraph is grounded. 

John Robinfon, Efquire, a Member of the Houfe, attending at the Requed of the Committee, 
was aiked. If he was prefent at a Conference with Mr. Sulivan, the Chairman of the Ead India 
Company, on the Subjed of indemnifying the Patna Magidrates ? laid. He was ; that he cannot 
recoiled exadly the Time of the Conference, but it was fomc Time in June, whild the Bill was 
depending in the Houfe of Commons j the Gentlemen prefent were Mr. Smith, Mr. Boughton 
Roufe, Mr. Sulivan, and Mr. Purling. — ^And being aiked, What was his Inducement to attend that 
Conference ? he faid. It was upon a Converfation and at the Requed of fcvcral Members of the 
Houfe of Commons; that Lord North concurred in it.— And being aiked to relate the Circumdan- 
dances of that Conference ; he faid. It was to reprefent to the Chairman of the Court of Diredor^ 
that it was thought a better and more prudent Way to accommodate the Indemnification, and fom^ 
Recompence for the Sufferings of the Patna Magidrates, through the Court of Diredors, than to 
have it inferted in the Bill then depending in the Houfe j upon talking with the Chairman he 
adopted the Idea, he retired from the Conference, went into the Court of Diredors then fitting, 
dated, as he informed them, the Converfation ; and returned back again in a flrort Time, tellii^ 
them that the Court of Diredors had adopted the Meafure, would make an Order for the Rc- 
cornpence to be paid, and would fend out Orders accordingly. — And being further aiked, Whetlier 
it did feem to him at that Time to be clearly underdood, that the fame were to be paid without 
being fpecified in the Bill, and that the Claufe of Specification was to be expunged ? He laid, It 
certainly appeared fo to him, and was the very Purpofe for which they went to have the Conference. — 
And being further aiked, whether he remembers being prefent at any other Conference on this 
Subjeft with the fame Gentlemen ? he faid, He remembers no other Conference in the Prcfence of 
the lame Gentlemen, on the Subjeft of Indemnity and Recompence to the Patna Magidrates; but 
General Smith and he went to the India Houfe to have another Conference with the Chairs, on the 
Subjedb of reindating the Patna Magidrates, but they were difappointed, for they were come to 
the Wed End of the Town. 

Then Richard Smith, Efquire, a Member of Your Committee, faid, That he concurred with 
Mr. Robinfon in his Account of the Conference at the India Houfe, in every particular. 

And Charles William Boughton Roufe, Efquire, another Member of Your Committee, alfo 
faid, That he concurred with Mr. Robinfon in his Account of the Conference at the India 
Houfe. 

Richard Smith, Efquire, a Member of Your Committee, was then aiked, Whether he was at a 
Second Conference at the Ead India Houfe ? to which he anfwcrcd. No ! and faid, he did not hear 
•f a Second Conference having been held, ’till mentioned by Mr. Sulivan. 

Charles William Boughton Roufe, Efquire, another Member of Your Committee, was then aiked, 
Whether he was at a Second Conference at the Ead India Houfe ? he faid. He never remembers to 
have been prefent at more than One, in Company with General Smith, Mr. Robinfon, and Mr. 
Purling. 
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Ulu, PwrIinR, Efqmre, » Member of tho Houft, being pfrfwt, was then aflced Whedier he was 
prcfent at a Second Conference at the t'afl India Houfe ? he faid, He was but at One, m^jnpany 
wrGene;al Smith, Mr. Robinfon. and Mr. Boughton Roufe, and that previous mhe -Paffing of 
the Ad; that the Bropofal to Mr. Sulivan was, that as there was a Difftrence of Opinion, .with 
refpeft to the Indemnification to the Patna Lawyers, about >n[erting the Sums in the A<ft of Par- 
liament, it was propofed to Mr. Sulivan. that the Court Ihould take upon themfelves to ii^e the 
Indemnification, without it’s being inferted in the Bill then depending i Mr. SuUvan rgad td 
confiilt the Court of Direftors upon it ; and upon his Return he informed them,^ that the ^^tirt of 
Direftors had confented to make thofe Payments, if the Bill palled into a Law without .their being 
inferted in the Aft. 


Then Mr. Samuel Wilks, from the India Houfe, attending according to Order, was called in ; and 
being examined, he faid, That there is a Secret Committee ofDircftorseftablilhed at the India Houfe; 
he does not recolleft their Names ; they are the Two Chairs, with fuch other Direftors as form the 
Committee of Treafury ; hefides that Committee, fince the Troubles in Europe, there is a Com- 
mittee of Secrecy appointed for political Purpofes, confiding of the Chairman and Deputy Chair- 
man. The fird Appointment of that Nature lince he has been in the Service of the Ead India Com- 
pany, was when Sir George Wombwell was Chairtnan; it has been continued from Time to Time 
to theprefent Hour; that he knows when this Committee of Secrecy fend any Difpatches to India, 
as he afts as Clerk to that Committee.— And being alkcd, Whether Difpatches have been fent by 
Land or Sea, by that Committee to India fince die i6th of July lad ? he faid, Difpatches have been 
fent by Land by that Committee fince July the i6th.— And being afked, Whether he knows how 
many, anti at what Periods ? he faid, Before he anfwcrs that Quedion, he begs Leave to reprefent 
to the Committee, that he has taken an Oath of Secrecy, that he will not communicate, difeover, 
or make known to any Perfon whatfoever, direftly or indireftly, any of the Proceedings of that 
Committee. — And being further alkcd. Whether he took that Oath on his fird Admiffion as Clerk 
to that Committee ? he faid, He todc that Oath at the Houfe of Sir George Wombwell, when fird 
admitted as Clerk to that Committee : That he conceives the Periods of Difpatch may in fome 
Indanecs be of fuch Importance, as to render it a Breach of his Oath to communicate thofe Periods. 
And being afked, Whether he docs not confidcr his Anfwcr to the preceeding Qpedion, That Dif- 
patches have been fent fince July lad, to be a Breach of his Oath ? he faid. He docs not confidcr 
that to be a Breach of his Oath, becaufe the Quedion was general, and does not appear to him to 
involve in his Anfwer, a Difeovery of the Proceedings of the Secret Committee^—- And being alkcd. 
Can he, without fpecifying the Periods of Difpatches, inform the Committee how many Times 
Difpatches have been fent fince the i6th of July ? he faid, He does not think himfclf at Liberty to 
reveal how many Times the Committee of Secrecy have fent Difpatches fince the i6th of July, but 
he has no Objeftion to mentioning the D.atc of the Fird Difpatch fince that Period. — And being 
afked, W'hcn that Fird Difpatch was fent ? he faid, The Letter was dated the Fird of Augud, and 
finally dirpatched tlie Third of that Month. — And being afked, 'Fhat as that was the Fird Difpatch 
after the Bengal Judicature Aft had paffed in Parliament, was that Aft tranfmitted by that Dif- 
patch ? he faid, That l-ive Copies of the Regulating Aft, and Five Copies of the Bengal Judicature 
Aft, were inclofed in that Difpatch ; he did not get the Afts from the Printer till the Second ; he re- 
ceived Six Copies of each, one he kept for Office life, and fent the others in that Difpatch; 
he docs not rccollcft whether the Orders for fending thofe Afts were given in Committee, or whe- 
ther from the Ciiairman alone ; if in the Committee, it could not be confidered as any Part of their 
Proceedings, as a Comnaitcee of Secrecy ; but to the bed of his Recolleftion, it was from the 
Chairman. — Ami being afked. Whether the Tranfmiffion of the Judicature Aft was accompanied 
with any Orders to the Governor General and Council refpefting it ? he faid, The Committee of 
Secrecy are not em]rowercd to ilTuc any Orders to the Governor General and Council, except fuch 
as relpeft Political and Military Affairs. — And being further alked. Whether the Subjeft of the 
I wo Afts deferibed by hitn, did or did not fall within the Department of the Committee of Secrecy ? 
he laid, He lumibly conceives it is a Quefiion of Opinion, and if he is permitted to hazard an Opi- 
mon, the Committee of Secrecy, as fuch, had nothing to do with the Two Afts of Parliament ; ahd 
inclofing them in their Difi)atch, proceeded only from a Defire that they Ihould reach India as foon 
as poflible. — And being further asked, Whether any Orders from the Secret Committee or from the 
pin t of Direftors did accompany the Tranfmiffion of thofe Afts ? the Witnefs faid. That he had 
before faid, that the Secret Committee is not competent to give Orders but upon Political and 
Military Subjcifls, and the Court of Direftors had no Knowledge of that Difpatch, therefore it 
was impodible that tlie Court of Direftors could give Orders on the Occafion.~And being further 
asked, If .my Orders whatfoever did attend the Tranfmiffion of thofe Afts, by the Difpatch of die 
i liird of A ugiifl; ? he l.iid, The Afts were mentioned in the Advices fent by that Difpatch, but that 
It IS impoliible for him to recolleft the Terms in which they were mentioned, althoudi the Com- 
mittee ol Secrecy could not confidcr any Orders on this Subjeft as falling within their Department ; 
vet, lo far as he recollcfts, the Clofe of one Paragraph in that Letter, enjoins ftrift Obedience 
I here to ; he I peaks from Memory, and does not pretend to be accurate in the Terms.— And beine 
afked, By what Authority the Oath of Secrecy was adminiftered to him; he faidw The Pcrlbns 
who adminiftered the Oath to him were the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Eaft India 
I ompany.— And being further alked, When new A^s of Parliament relative to the Company’s Af- 
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fairs are tranfrhitced to India, 'What is the ufual Mode of tranfmitting or communicating tlicm? lie 
ftid, The Governor General and Council arc advifed in the General Letter from the Court of 
DireAors. 

Your Committee afterwards further examined Mr. Samuel Wilks ; who being aflebd, Whether he 
^ranfmitted the Five Copies of the judicature Aft from his own Defire to expedite the Tranfminion 
■ijl^the Bill to Bengal, or by whofe Orders ? he faid, He does not pofitivcly rccolleft whether Orders 
■were given in a Committee to tranfmit the Afts of Parliament lately pafled, or whether by the 
‘Chairman alone; but he would not have tranfmitted thofe Afts on his own Authority, much lefs 
■could he have inferted a Paragraph in a Letter, figncd by the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, 
■which mentioned thofe Afts of Parliament. — Being afked. Who gave the Orders to write the Para- 
;graph in the Letter figned by the Chairman and Deputy Chairman ? he faid, He wrote that Letter 
•by Order of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman ; he does not recollcft which of them gave the parti- 
cular Inftruftions contained in every Paragraph, but to the beft of his Recollcftion, it was the 
Chairman that faid, “Send the Afts of Parliament writing the Paragrapli was a Matter of Courfc 
after receiving the Inftruftions. — 'Being afked. Whether this was the Firfi: Copy of the Judicature BIH 
that was lent to India from the India Houft ? he faid, He does not know of any Copy having been 
lent prior to that Difpatch.— Being afked. Whether he lent the Judicature Aft bf Parliament to 
India by a Land or Sea Conveyance ? he faid. The Difpatch which included the Afts of Parliament, 
wa.s a Sea Conveyance. — Being afked. What was the Name of the VcfTcl ? he faid, He humbly con- 
ceives it would be a Breach of Iris Oath to anfwer that fjueflion. — Being afked, Whether it was 
by thcTryal Sloop? he faid, It was by a different Conveyance. — Being afked. Whether it was befort; 
the Difpatches wa'c fent to go by the Tryal Sloop, or after? he faid. Before. — Being afked, At 
what Time did the Ship fail ? he faid, He believes he ought not to anfwer that Queftion, he humbly 
conceives it would be a Breach of his Oath to anfwer that Queftion. — Being afked, Why he thinks 
ha Breach of his Oath? he faid, Becaufe he cannot reveal the Circumftances ol that Difpatch, aS 
he conceives, without breaking his Oath. — Being afked. Whether the Veffel that took that Difpatch 
proceeded with it co the Tryal, or to India? he faid. He has no Knowledge of the Veffel that took 
that Difpatch having proceeded to the Tryal ; he humbly conceives that he cannot give a further 
Explanation to that Queftion. — And being afked. Whether he conceives any Detriment can arife 
to the Company or the State, from infonTiin.g a Committee of t!ie Houfe of Commons of the Name 
of a Ship, or the Difpatch of a Veffel, which failed Six Months fince with Dilpacches for India ? he 
faid, Circumftanced as he is, he does coheeive, that without inftruftions upon the Point in Queftion, 
he is not at Liberty to judge or to give ah Opinion, whether Detriment might arife to the Company 
or to the State by fuch Difclofurc. — And being afked. Whether he has applied for any Inftruftions on 
the Subjeft of Difclofure or Non-difclofurej or has had any Difeourie upon the Subjeft with the 
Chairman or Deputy of the India Company ? he faid, Before he attended this Committee the Firft 
Time, he afked the Chairman whether he was at Liberty to mention the Difpatch of the Third of 
Auguft, and he agreed in the Propriety of mentioning that Difpatch to the Committee. — Being 
alk^, Whether he has applied for any Inftruftions upon this Subjeft fince his Firft Attendance .u 
this Committee, or has nad any Converfation with the Chairman or Deputy on the Difclofure or 
Non-difclofure to this Committee ? he faid, He does not recollcft that he has made any fpccial 
Application upon that Subjeft ; but ioihas been more than once an Objeft of Converfation between 
the Chairman and Deputy Chairman in his Hearing ; and, from what he underftands of the Circum- 
ftances of the Difpatch of the Third of Auguft, he is at prclcnt reftrifted from communicating more 
than he has done refpefting that Difpatch. — And being afked, By whom he was rcftrifled ? he faid. 
Having received no Authority to communicate more than he has done relative to the Difpatch of the 
Third of Auguft, he does humbly conceive, he fhould be guilty of a Breach of his Oath, if he did 
communicate irtore than he has done relative to that Difpatch. — It being reprefented to the Witnefs, 
That he had been asked. Whether in any Converfations he has had with the Chairman or Deputy, 
or in any Converfation at which he has been prefent, he has been reftrifte'd by any thing faid in 
thofe Converfations, relative to any Evidence to be given to this Committee ? the Witnefs in Ex- 
planation faid, Heunderftood himfelf to be reftrifted by the Authority of the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the Eaft India Company, from communicating to this Committee the Secrets of that 
Committee. — And being asked, Whether the Chairman or Deputy diftinguilhed any particular 
Things as fecret, and what ? he faid. The Circumftances attending the Difpatch of the Third of 
Auguft was by them confidcred as fecret. — Being asked, Whether there were any other Points in 
which he is reftrifted in his Communication tp this Committee ? he faid. He docs not recollcft that 
there were. — And being asked. What Time the Difpatch with the Aft was lent by the Tryal Sloop ? 
he faid, The Secretary of the Company has the Care of thofe Difpatches ; he docs nor recollcft the 
Day. — Being alked, Whedier icis ufual in the Committee of Secrecy to fend an Authentication of 
Afts of Parli'ament to India? he laid, He conceives it is not the Province of that Committee, but 
of the Court- of Direftors, notwithftanding the Committee lent Copies of the Aft in the Firft 
Difpatch after the Aft palled — Being alked. Was any and what Converfation held between 
him and the Chairman, concerning his Examination before this Committee, previous to the 
Time of Examination ? he faid, He waited upon the Chairman to knov/if he might mention 
the Dilpatch of the jd of Auguft; he agreed it was proper, but the Circ urnftanees attending that 
Difpatch- couldi not be difclofcd at prcfcnt. — Being afked, Whether that is ihe only Cenverfation he 

has 
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has had with the Chairman and Deputy upon this Subjeft? he (aid. Certainly not; but in all Con- 
verfations upon this Subjedt, he believes, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman did not confidcr 
thcinrelves warranted in authorizing him to difclofe the Circumftances attending that Difpatch.-r- 
And being afkcd, If they faid any thing to that Effcdl ? he faid. He cannot recoiled! the Terms, but 
he is politive as to the Reftridtion. — And it being reprefented to the Witnefs, that he had faid that 
they permitted him to mention the Difpatch of the 3 d of Auguft, he was asked. Whether they drew 
any particular Line, how far they permitted him to inform the Committee ? he faid. He was autl|||^ 
rized to inform the Committee of that Part of the Difpatch which mentioned the Adts of Parlia- 
ment. — Being asked, Whether he conceives that by virtue of his Oath he is warranted to dilcloib 
particular Parts, and fupprefs others ? he faid, He conceives he is warranted to difclofe what he is 
ordered to difclofe by the Committee of Secrecy. — Being asked. If the Chairman and Deputy Chair- 
man, or either of them, alTigned any Reafons why they gave him Leave to mention the Date of the 
Difpatch, and not the Time of the Vcflels failing ? he laid. The Reafons which rendered it im- 
proper to mention the Circumllances attending that Dilpatch, were perfedlly known to him ; he 
does not recoiled! the Terms ufed for reftrifting him from communicating the Circumftances 
attending that Difpatch, further than he has already mentioned ; that he does not recoiled! he has 
been reftrid!cd in any other Point. — Being asked, Why, he feled!ed this Point in Exclufion of every 
other, as that upon which he apprehended he would be examined by this Committee? he faid. He did 
not ask it in F.xclufion of every other Point, beraufe he alfo asked whether he was at Liberty to com- 
municate the Circumftance of having fent to the King’s Minifters thofe Papers, which he believes 
came by Mr. Shakefpeare, and related to Sir Elijah Impey's Appointment.— And being asked. 
Why he made that Application relative to thofe Papers ? he faid, Becaufe he was defirous of receiv- 
ing Inftrudlions on tliole Points which were peculiarly within his Knowledge, if he fhould be 
examined thereon by the Committee. — And being asked. Whether if he had been ordered not to 
give Information relative to thefe Papers, he (hould have thought thofe Orders were a fufficient 
Authority for him to withhold his Information from this Committee? he faid. He believes ho 
Ihould have felt himfclf exceedingly embarralTed in communicating any thing that he conceives 
would infringe his Oath, and (hould have begged the Indulgence of the Committee ; he (liould 
certainly have Iiad no Obje£!ion to have faid he had fent thofe Papers to the King’s Minifters.— 
And being asked, If the Chairman of the Eaft India Company knew of the Tranfmiftion of the Ju- 
dicature A(5t, by the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft ? he laid. He certainly knew it. 

Your Committee then examined Philip Francis, Efquire, late of the Council General of Bengal; 
who being afkcd. Whether in his Opinion it would add to the Reverence in the Company’s 
Servants towards Af!s of Parliament, if A£!s fpccially made for their Regulation, and for the 
Adjuftment of tlitir Differences, be omitted to be fent out to Bengal for fevcral Months after they 
had paffed, and wlicn Mefiengers are known to have gone upon other Affairs ? he faid. So great a. 
Negicift of Duty may produce many bad Effefts in Bengal, and can produce no good ones. — And 
being further afkcd. What is efteemed in Bengal the authentic Notification of an Aft of Parlia- 
ment, to wliich they arc obliged to conform thcmfclves ? he faid. The ufual and regular Mode of. 
communicating fuch Afts to the different Prcfidcncies, was by the general Letters of the Court of 
Direftors to the refpcftiyc Prefidcnts and Councils, and it is fo ftill as he apprehends; but he does 
not know, that if tlic King s Judges, having Information of-(i»ch Afts from Government here, were 
to give Notice thereof from the Bench, it would not be deemed a lufficient Promulgation. — That 
tf fucii Acls were not tranlinitted, either to the Governor and Council, or to the Judges, he (hould 
very much Doubt, whether the Settlement at large would confider them as Laws duly promulgated 
for their Obedience. And being afkcd. Whether a private unauthorized TranfmilTion of Afts of 
Parliament, (the ufual official Channels being ncglefted) would or would not give Opportunity for 
thofe wliQ difliked tlie Provifions of them, to form Arrangements for defeating or eluding them ? 
he faid; Afts of Pailiament not regularly tranfmitted to India, do not go regularly authenticated ; 
they carry no internal Evidence of their being really Afts of the Legiflature, and he (hould ap- 
prehend may be eluded ;tnd difobeyed without any Rilk, at lead a Pretence is given for doing 
both ; that the Omiflion of fending that Aft by the firft Opportunity of TranfmifTjon to India, has 
evidently a Tendency to create an Opinion in the Settlement, that the Court of Direftors arc not 
much in camel! in lupporting the Execution of that Aft. 


the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey, who is the 
Chief Jullice of Ills Ma)efty’s Supreme Court of Judicature in Calcutta, to the Office of Super- 
intcndant or Judge of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut at Calcutta: And this Appointment 
being m.idc by the Governor General and Council of Bengal (who are the Servants of the Eaft 
1/Kli.i Company) and revokeable at their Plcafure, and His Majefty’s Chief Juftice having accepted 
this Appoiritincnt upon thole Terms, Your Committee thought it their indifpenfable Duty to ex- 
aaiinc minutely into the Whole of this Tranfaclion. 

And Lawrence Sulivan Efquire, Chairman of the Court of Dirciftors of the Eaft India Company, 
being examined by Your Committee, faid. That there has been Advices come from India, concern- 
ing .m Agreement between the Governor General and the Cliicf Juftice, by the Appoffitment of 

(he 



t 13 ] 

the latter to an Office under the Company, fince the Time of prefenting the Company’s Petlt'od 
to the Houfe of Commons, which Advices he fuppolcs did arrive in Oaober.-And being 
alhedj Whether any Diretaions were given relative to the Subjea: Matter of them in the Difpatclics 
which were tranfmitted by the Tryal Sloop, the 29th of Augull laft? he fait), Tiut the Di- 
reftors thought it a Subjed of fuch Moment, as to require tlie belt Opinions they could obtain 
with refped to that Appoint'iTent ; that they referred it to their own Counfcl Mr. Dunning; and 
he believes the Attorney and Solicitor General, in order to enable them to write fully .uid explicitly 
upoiiihat important Subjed.— And being further examined, he faid. He received private I etcers of an 
Intention to place Sir Elijah Impey in that Office, previous to that Time, but no public Advices} 
That he believes he has heard of the Execution of that Intention } that he cannot recoiled that he 
did fee Copies of the Minutes, in the Authenticity of which he might depend of the Confultation 
itfelf} that Mr. Shakclpeare is a covenanted Servant of the Company j that he arrived in England 
in May or Tunc lad ; that he attended the Court of Diredors. — And being afked, W hether he did; 
as Chairman of the Court of Diredors, make any Inquiries of him relative to the Situation of the 
great Conteft between the Judicature and the political Government of that Country ? he faid. 
The Matter mod impreffed upon his Mind in Converfation with Mr. Shakefpeare, was a Letter 
wiiich he brought from the Governor General, relative to the expeded Failure of the Inved- 
ments} that it is poffible, though not then prefent to his Recollcdion, that he rniglu fpeak of 
more Subjeds, but does not remember it made any Part of his Examination before the Court 
of Diredors.— And being further examined, he faid, 1 hey did not examine him to that Point, 
becaufe their Knowledge at that Time was very imperfed of that Matter. — And being alkcd, 
Whether an imperfed, or no Knowledge was not a Reafon for an Inquiry, if the Matter be of Im- 
port ? he faid. That he docs not appfehciid the Matter was lb far before them, as to prefs for any 
Inquiry upon the Subjed. 

Mr. Sulivan having dated in his Evidence to Your Committee, that the Court of Diredors 
thought the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to be Judge of tlie Sudcler Dewannec Adaulut, to be a 
Subjed of fuch Moment as to require the bed Opinions they could obtain with relped to that 
Appointment, and tjiat they had referred it to their own Counlcl, Mr. Dunning, and he believed 
the Attorney and Solicitor Generali and thefe Opinions having been received by the Company, and 
laid before Your Committee, the Chairman of Your Committee was direded to confer with the 
Chairman and Deputy of the Ead India Company.— The Minutes of which Conference, and the 
Proceedings of the Court of Diredofs, of the 15th and i8th January 1782 •, and alfo, a Copy of 
the 84th Paragraph of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated the 25th Januaryi 782, oil 
the Subjed of the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey, together with the Cafe laid before Counfel, and 
their Opinions thereupon, are inferted in the Appendix, N°’ 2 and 3. 

Then Mr. Samuel Wilks, from the Ead India Houfe, was examined by Your Committee, who 
faid. That he is Examiner of India Correfpondcnce, and has ferved in that Station from the Year 
That he faw Papers, purporting to be Minutes of the Governor General and Council rela- 
tive to the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to be Superintendant of the Sudder Dewannee Adau- 
lut befor<' the lOth of July— That the Papers he faw were, to tlie bed of his Memory and Rtcol- 
Icdion, indorsed as Minutes or Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Reve- 
nue Department, of the 29th of September and a4th of Odober 1780; and were not, to the bed of 
his Rccolledion, officially authenticated, but that he had no Doubt of their Authenticity when he 
fiid faw them -That he has fince compared them, and except a few trivial Diderenccs he found 
them as entered on Confultation— That he received thofe Minutes from Lawrence Sulivan, Elquirc, 
but did not receive them from him as Chairman of the India Company — That in confequcnce of 
the Receipt of thofe Minutes, he caufed Copies to be made, One of which was lent to the Lord 
Chancellor, One to John Robinfon, Efquirc, and One to Sir Stanier Porten, for the Information of 
Lord North and the Earl of Hillfborough— That they were fent by the Indrudions of Mr. Su- 
livan, but not as Chairman of the Ead India Company, or as official Papers — That lie believes the 
Papers were brought over from India by Mr. Shakefpeare — That he docs not recoiled that at the 
Time thefe Difpatches were brought over by Mr. Shakefpeare, that there were any authentic Co- 
pies or other Advices on that Subjed tranfmitted to the Court of Diredors by the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council — That he docs not know whether the Diredors or any of them, or the Cl)alrm.an, 
examined Mr. Shakefpeare upon the Subjed of thofe Papers. — And being afked, Whether he 
thought the Chairman did examine Mr. Shakefpeare on this Point? he faid. He could not tell what 
to think about it. — And being further afked. Whether, when the Company’s Servants bring Dil- 
patches of Importance to the Company, it is not ufual to examine them on the Subjed Matter of 
thofe Difpatches, and particularly concerning the Authenticity of the Papers they bring ? he faid. 
The Court of Diredors examined Mr. Shakefpeare refpeding a Paper which he brought over, but 
with refped to Difpatches in general, Meflengers cannot authenticate them, becaufe they receive 
them fealed, and very often muft be totally ignorant of the Contents. With refped to the Papers in 
Queftion, the Witnefs faid, That he knew of no Proceedings had thereon by the Court of Diredors. 
—And being further examined, he faid, He never heard from whom Mr. Shakclpeare received the 
Difpatch relative to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut — That the ufual Mode of receiving Dilpatches 
from India tq the Court of Diredors, is this. If it is not a Court Day, the Officer or Mefienger is 
Ssh. Com. Rep. I. D 
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fcnt to the Chairman or Deputy, but that he never knew the Chairman or Deputy open a Pacque't 
addreflfed to the Court of Directors, without calling other Directors to witnefs the Opening of them 
—That a Pacquet was received the t6th ot December at Night (being Sunday) over L>and{ that he 
carried it to the Chairman, who dined out, the Deputy happened to dine at the famePlacc} that they 
did not think proper to open the Pacquet, but directed him to carry it back, and ordered the Secre- 
tary to fummon a Court for the next Day— That it was impoffible to obferve this Rule with regard 
to the Pacquet brought by Mr. Shakerpeare, unlefs it had been addrclTcd to the Court of Dire&ors, 
of which he had no Knowledge— That the Note tranfmitting thefe Papers to the King’s Miilltersi 
Hated them as Copies of Papers which Mr. Sulivan had juft received by a private Conveyance— 
That Mr. Shakefpearc brought a Paper to the beft of his Rccollcftion, addreffed to the Direftors 
from Mr. Haftings, faid to have been written by Mr. Shakefpearc, attheRcqueft of Mr. Haftings— 
1 hat Mr. Shakefpearc was defired to imprint the Subftajice of it in his Memory, in order to be able 
to give fome Account of the Matter in cafe of any Accident to the Ship in the Voyage— Tliaft the 
Paper was not figned, but that a Letter to the fame Purport has ftnee been lent by the Governor Ge- 
neral, to the Court of Direftors— That Mr. Shakefpearc was not examined to his Knowledge as to the 
other Paper— That he does not know why Mr. Shakefpearc was not interrogated concerning the 
Authenticity of the Minutes in Queftion, and from whom he received then»— That Proceedings 
were had by the Court of Diredors upon the Paper brought over by Mr. Shakefpearc, refpefting 
the Probability of a Diminution taking place in the Bengal inveftment; and that he docs not know 
of any Reafons afligned why no Proceedings were had, or Deliberations held upon the Minutes 
received by tlic fame Channel. 

Your Committee being defirous to afeertain on what Day the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey 
was firft laid before the Court of Dirciftors, find, from the Secretary of the Eaft India Company, 
that no Paper relative to the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to be Judge of the Sudder Dewan* 
nee Adaulut, was laid before the Court of Diredors, prior to the a4ihof Oftober lySr. 

Your Committee then examined Extrafts of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Coun- 
cil in their Revenue Department, of the ajth of September and the a4th of Oftober, 1780, which 
contain the Arguments of the fcvcral Members of the Board for and againft the Appointment pro- 
pofed by the Governor General 1 and alfo, the Extradb of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, or the 
25th November 1780, together with the ExtraA of the Proceedings of the Governor General and 
Council at Fort William, m their Revenue Department, the 28th of March 1780, which contains 
the Plan for the Regulation of the Dewannee Adaulutsi and alfb, Extralft of the Proceedings of the 
Governor General and Council at Fort William, in their Revenue Department, the 3d of Novem- 
ber 1780, with the Governor General’s Relations for the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, and Mr. 
Francis’s Minute thereupon j all which are inferted in the Appendix N* 3. Upon this Queftion of 
Appointment, Your Committee find, that amongft the Council General, very oppofite Opinions 
were entertained of the Propriety or Impropriety of fuch an Appointment i their Opinions arc re- 
corded at large in the Confultations i and in the Proceedings td the 18th of Oflober 1780, the 
Council General refolvc, by the calling Voice of the Governor General, That the Chief Jufticc 
“ be requefted to accept of the Charge and Superintcndency of the Office of Sudder Dewannee Adau- 
" lut, under its prefent Regulations, and fuch as the Board ihall think proper to add to them, or 

to fubftitute in their Stead i and that on his Acceptance of it, he be appointed to it, and ftilcd. 

The Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut.” 

And Your Committee find, that the Secretary having waited on the Chief Jufticc with the 
preceding Refolution, laid before the Board a. Letter delivered to hini by the Chief Jufticc in an- 
fwer } which is as follows. 


** To the Honourable the Governor General and Council, &c, &c. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

** Your Secretary, Mr. Baugh, has this Morning communicated to me your Refolution of 
“ the 1 8 th Inftant. 

“ I am fcnfiblc of the Honour conferred on me by the Trull you have repofed in me; accept of 
“ the Charge and Superintendency of the Office of Suddtr Dewannee Adaulut, under its prefent 
“ Regulations, and fuch others as the Board Ihall think proper to add to them, or to fubftitute 
“ in their Stead, and will with great Readinefs dedicate my vacant Time to the Service of the 
“ Public. 

" I have the Honor to be, &c. 

“ Fort William, «* (Signed) E. Impey.” 

19th Odlobcr 1780. 

In conlt’quence of this Letter, Your Committee oblerve, that it was agreed, conformably to the 
Relblution of the Board, “That the Chief Jullice be appointed Judge of the Sudder Dewannee^ 
» Adaulut.” rr j » j 

And 
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And it was ordered, « That Kotrde of the Chief Juftice's Appointment be fent to the Supet- 
♦* incendents of the fcvcral Dewannee Adawluts;’* And it was agreed, that the Provincial Councils 
Ihould be advifed of this Appointment, by the following circular Letter, 


** Gentlemen, 

The Chief Jufticc having accepted of the Charge and Superintendency of the Office of Sudder 
** Dewannee Adaulut, We have appointed him to it* with the Title of Judge of that Court. 

“ Fort William* " We are, &c.” 

the a6th October, 1780. 


In the Proceedings of the fame iDay* "^oUr Committee find the following Recommendarfon, 

** The Governor General recommends, that a Salary of 5000 Sicca Rupees, and 600 Sicca Ru- 
« pecs per Month for the Rent of an Office, may be allowed to the Chief Juftjee for this Ap- 
pointment j and that the Motion do lie for theConfideration of the Board, to be decided on at 
their next Meeting.** 

And the Council General agreed, that the Motion Ihould lie accordingly* 


Philip Francis, fefquire, late of the Council General of Bengal, being returned to England, 
Tour Committee required his Attendance ; and being examined, he faid, That he landed at Cal- 
cutta the iqth of October 1774, and came from thence the 3d of December 1780 — That he was 
appointed by Parliament a Member of the Council General or Fort William; that at the Time he 
left India, he was Second Member of that Government— That he was prefent in Council when Mr. 
Haflings made the Motion to requeft Sir Elijah Impey, the Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court, to 
accept the Office of Superintendent or Judge of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut— That Sir 
Eyre Coote, one of the Council General, was not prefent j and it was agreed, at Mr. Haftings’i 
Dcfire, that the Opinions of the feveral Members Ihould be taken in Circulation, that is, by lend- 
ing the Queftion round for the Members to give their Opinion in Writing — ^That Mr. Haftingr, 
Mr. Francis, Mr. Wheler, and Sir Eyre Coote, were the Members comipofing the Council General 
at that Time— That it is not his Opinion, that the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to that 
Office, would be a Means of conciliating the other Judges to the Authority claimed and cxcrcifcd 
by the Governor General and Council— That the Governor General and Council, in his Opinion, 
are themfclves the Court of Appeal froim the Provincial Adauluts in the laft Refort, and could not 
delegate their Authority to any Perfons whatfoever- That the Provincial Courts of Adaulut were 
eftablifhed by tlie preceding Government before the Aft of Parliament of the 13th of George the 
Third took Place, their Fxiftence was known to Parliament at the Time the Aft pafled — That 
the Power of creating fuch Courts is not difputed or impaired by any Thing faid or enafted in 
that Aft — That he confiders this as a negative Confirmation at Icaft, of the Court fo eftablimed— 
That he is alfo of Opinion, that when the Aft gave the whole Power of ordering, managing, and 
governing that Country, to the Governor General and Council, they did virtually convey a Power 
of forming fuch Inditutions as were indifpenfably neceflary for the good Government thereof > 
that this is his Opinion, but at the fame Time he muft declare, that it had been much happier for 
that Country, if a more clear and decided Power had been given — That the Governor General and 
Sir Eyre Coote undoubtedly thought themfelves pofleffed by the Aft, of a clear unequivocal Power 
to appoint HisMajefty’s Chief Juftice to fuperintend Appeals from the Provincial Courts, their Opi- 
nions formed the Refolution of the Board, ^caufe, by Law, the Governor General and Council arc 
bound, and concluded by the Opinions of the major Part of the Members prefent.— And being asked, 
Whether the Chief Juftice acknowledged that Power to be vefted in the Council General when he 
accepted an Office fubordinate to their Authority ? he faid. He accepted the Office by a formal 
Letter to the Board, to which Letter he begged Leave to refer — And the Witnefs further faid. 
That no Opinion was taken of the Company’s Law Officer, of the Legality of the Proceeding, before 
the Governor General and Council offered this Appointment to the King’s Chief Jufticc, that it was 
ufual in all important Afts where the Authority of the Supreme Court was affefted, to conl'ult the 
Company’s Law Officer, and to take a written Opinion from him— That he docs not know why 
the Governor General did not propofe to take the Advocate General’s Opinion , that he did not on. 
his Part propofe it, bccaufc he had not a Doubt upon his Mind that the Appointment was illegal, 
and he thought he could prove it — ^That Sir John Day, the Advocate General, had repeatedly affured 
him, that the Appointment itfelf, and moreefpecially the Prouofition of annexing a Salary to it, were 
clearly illegal, and that if he was called upon officially, he mould declare his Opinion to that Effeft 
—That the Puifne Judges made no public Objeftion to the Appointment of S r Elijah Impey to the 
Office of Superintendent of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut — That the Ap^intment is exprcfsly 
faid to be perfbnal and exclufive to Sir Elijah Impey alone, that is, to one Man of thatCourt , that 
the Office could not devolve to cither of the other Judges by the Terms of the Inftitution, without a 
new Appointment — That he. thinks the Chief Juftice in his Office as Superintendent or Judge of 
I the 
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the Suilder Dewannee Adaulut, is under the Conttoul of the Council General, and rcfponfiblc to them 
for his Condu(?l: in that Office; and that he allows himfclf to be io by the ! erms of his Acceptance 
That if the Board were dilTatisfied with his Condiia, they could diftnifs him — And being ajeed. 
Whether he believes, that by the Appointment of the Chief Jufticc to the Sii^pcrintendcncy of tli« 
Sudder Dewannee Adauliit, ’it would add to the Authority of the Provincud Dewannee Adauluts ? 
he faid.That he could not fpeak pofitively to the future h-ffeds which this Office might produce ; but 
he is inclined to think, that it would rather weaken than llrcngthen the Authority of the Dewa^ee 
Adauluts; bccaufe it fubjeds not only all their Judgments to an Appeal, but all their ProcCecimgs 
whatfoever to the Infpedion and Rcvifion of the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut.-And 
bein» further afked. Whether he thought that the A|)poii)tment of the Chief julhee to this Office, 
would in any Mcafurc interfere with his Duty as Chief Juflu c? he faid, Ffe had dated at large his 
Rcafons for thinking it would, in the Minute which he drew up and recorded, when tr.c Matter was 
under Confideration ; and he begged Leave to refer the Committee to that Minute (See Appendix 
N’ 4 ) And the Witnefs further faid. That on the Principles conlUntly maintained by the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, any Perfon thinking himfelf injured, either by the inferior Adauluts or 
Sudder Adaulut, miglu have his Remedy in that Court — 1 hat it would be in Ltfcift an Appeal 
from Sir Flijah Impey, Superintendent of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, to Sir Elijah impey. Chief 
Jifftrce, and the Two Puifnc Judges of cheStiprcnne Court; that he has Hated a fimilar Cafe in the 
Minute before mentioned, with his Opinion upon it. — And being alkcd. If tlie Court of Sudder De- 
wannec Adaulut did regularly continue it’s Sittings and Proceedings after the h.fl.ibliihmcnt of the 
Supreme Couit of Judicature in Bengal he laid, I liac as well as he rccollcCled, the Governor Gei^ral 
and Council fat but Two or Three Times as a Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut ; that ibme 
Doubts arofe concerning their Right and Authority to fit as fuch ; but that the Governor General 
and Council did from that Time continue to receive at the Revenue Bo.ird, Appeals from the De- 
crees of the Provincial Adauluts, and to reverfe or confirm the fame — That Appeals from the Pro- 
vincial Courts of Adaulut have not been fo numerous, but that the Governor and Council could 
have attended to the Decilion of them in the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut ; and that he has 
already Hated in his Minute, That the AdminiHration in Bengal wanted Vigour, not Time, to exe- 
cute all its Duties— That he thinks, that after the Mcafure purfued by the Governor General and 
Council, toreHrain the JurifdiiHion of the Supreme Court over the Zemindars, Collcdlors, Farmers, 
Ryotts, &c. he thinks the Native Inhabitants would neceflarily conclude, that all the Points 
hitherto in Difpute between the Council General and the Supreme Court were given up to the 
Court ; and that it was meant to throw the whole Power of the Government, in that Department, 
into the Hands of the Court— That the Natives at large could not diHinguifh between the Chief 
JuHicc and the Court ; and that he conceives this would be the Imprcffion of the Meafurc upon 
their Minds — That as far as his Converfation extended, he never knew an Aft of Government give 


fuch general Diflatisfaftion to the European Inhabitants, as this Appointment — That there had 
been fome Dilputes between the Provincial Adauluts and the Provincial Councils ; but he did not 
recolleft iliat they engaged much of the Council General’s Time and Attention ; and that he is 
of Opinion, that any QueHions of that Kind might have been eafily fettled by their Authority 
— That thofe Courts were eHabliflied by Authority of the Prefident and Council, whofe Powers 
had been conveyed to the Governor General and Council by Aft of Parliament, as he had» 
deferibed it in his former Anfwcr — That Mr. HaHing.s was Prefident of that Council at the 
Time of the InHitution of thofe Courts — That the Provincial Courts were appointed by the 
Prefident and Council — That the Officers in thofe Provincial Councils, are nominated at pre- 
fent by the Governor General and Council — That the Power that appoints the Provincial 
Councils, and the Power that appoints alfo the Provincial Adauluts, and originally efla- 
bliflied both, is the beH adapted, and the only Power that can fettle Difputcs between them 
— That the Chief JuHice has not, to his Knowledge, in the late Controverfics, complained, that 
he had fo little Bufinefs in his Court, as left him Hill Time to attend to a Bufinefs which would 
require a laborious and almoH unremitted Application j but, on the contrary, he always under- 
Hood that he was overloaded with Bufinefs, and that he has Hated it fo in his Minute — That 
he never heard Mr. HaHings, during thofe unhappy Controverfics, exprefs an Opinion that the 
Conduft of the Chief JuHice towards thofe Courts in particular, and the Members of them, was 
prudent, juH, and moderate — That he has frequently exprefled the higheH DifguH and Diflatis- 
faftion of the various Proceedings of the Supreme Court, where Aftions have been brought in 
Confcqucnce of Proceedings or Judgments in the Provincial Councils or Adauluts — I’hat it ap- 
pears farther, by the Letters from the Governor General and Council to the Court of Direftors, 
written in February and March 1780, that they unanimoufiy deemed it to be the conHant F.ffortand 
Intention of the Judges of the Supreme Court, to lower and degrade the Government of the 
Country in the Eyes of the People, by every Means in their Power — That he believes the Com- 
mittee will find this Opinion exprefled in their Letter in Terms not lefs Hrong than thofe he then 
made IJfe of from Memory, — ^And the Witnefs being afked. What Reafons Mr. HaHings afligned for 
his Change of Opinion, in appointing a Perfon whofe Conduft he had reprefented in that Light, 
in Regard to thofe Provincial Courts, and that Government to be the Controul of the Courts, and 
an afting Member under the Authority which he reprefented to be the Chief JuHicc’s Intention to 
undermine ? he faid, That he affigned no Reafons to him, but thofe which appear on the Face of his 
Minute; and he further added, that he did not hear that Mr. HaHings afligned to any other 
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^crfon, any Rcaibiis for his Change of Opinion concerning the CoiuUn?l and Views of the 
Chief Jufticc — That he has heard the Chief Juftice did reprefent the Proceedings of Mr. 
Hallings and the Council General, as being unjnlt and mifchievoiis to the Intereft of the Coni* 
pany, and prejudicial to the Eafe and Welfare of the Natives; and he knows that he was not re- 
ferved in making Declarations to the fame E'.ffed: from the Bench. And being asked, What Reafons 
the Chief Juftice affigned for his Change of Opinion of the Governor General and Council, fo as to 
induce him to accept of an Employment under them, and to be held during their Pleafure ? he faiil, 
Hehad no Rcafon to think he had changed his Opinion of them, or of their Proceedings — That Mr. 
Haftings did not aflign any Reafons, that he knew of, for not waiting the Determination of the 
Court of Directors, and of Parliament, ilpon the Points fubmitted to them upon their Re[)rcfen- 
tations and Petitions. — And being asked, What was the Caufeof the Hazards that the .Superiors of 
theProvinci.il Dewannee Courts were expofed to, in the Exercife of their E'unftions, and which caufed 
their RemiflTnefs in thofe Eunedions? the Witnefs laid, Th.at he docs not know that they Were remil’s; 
that the Hazards alluded to could only be apprehended from Adions that might be brought 
againft them in the Supreme Court, and which it was faid the Court rather inclined to encourage 
than not — That the Council General never did, to his Knowledge, give an Opinion, that the 
Power of bringing thofe Aftions was a Thing mifchievoiis to the Public ; that he cannot fpeak 
pofitively who Mr. Haftings thought was the Caufe of the Difregard that had been fliewn to the 
Authoriiy of the Provincial Courts. — And the Witnefs being asked. What Reafons Mr. Haftings 
affigned, why no Man would dare to conteft their Right of afting, when their Proceedings were 
held under the Sanction and immediate Patronage of the Firft Member of the Supreme Court ? he 
laid, The Qiieftion was never debated at the Board ; and no Reafons therefore were affigned 
bn either Side, but thofe which appeared in the Minutes. And being further asked, Whether any 
Man might not dare to queftion the Authority of thofe Courts in the Supreme Court, although 
the Chief Juftice prefided in the Sudtlcr Dewannee Adaulut Court, or whether the Supreme Court 
has formally abdicated that Power, fince the Chief Juftice has accepted his new Office ? he faid, 
The Supreme Court have not rclinquiftied any Part of the Power they ever pretended to, and he 
fuppofes that they would be as ready as ever to receive Complaints againft the Members of the 
Provincial Adauluts — Fhat he fpcaks of the Court as inch; but how far the Natives might be de- 
terred from having Refource to that Sort of Remedy, when they fawthe Chief Juftice at the Head 
of the Provincial Adminiilration of Juftice, can be only Matter of Conjedture — That from what he 
knows in general of thofe People, he thinks they would be deterred by this Appointment from 
feeking Juflice in the Supreme Court; and for this plain Reafon, they know that by the Appoint- 
ment of the Chief Juftice, he is to revife and corrcdl the Judgments of the inferior Adauluts, and 
naturally will not go into another Court, where the fame Judge prefides, to look for Redrefs. — And 
the Witnefs further faid, That he believes the Judges of the Supreme Court, or fornc of them, 
have often declared an Opinion, That if Men were deterred, by any Authority derived from the 
Company, from complaining of the Mal-adminiftration of the Provincial Courts and Councils, the 
End of theii Appointment would be defeated, and their Court be of little or no Ufe — 'Phat Mr. 
Haftings did not affign any Rcafon, nor is he able to affign any, why the giving a Place, to be held 
during Pleafure under the Governor General and Council, Ihould be a Means of leflening the 
Diftance between the Board and the Supreme Court, which is aflerted in his Minute to have been 
more than the undefined Powers affiirned to each, the Caufe of the Want of that accommodating 
Temper which ought to influence their Intercourfe with each other — That Mr. Haftings propofed 
to the Board the Appointment of a Salary of 5000 Sicca Rupees a Month, and 600 Sicca Rupees 
a Month for an Houie, amounting together to near J[,. 8000 a Year— That the Judges h.ivc fre- 
quently declared. That the Purpofe of their Appointment was to be a Controiil to Europeans 
adding under the Comp.niy’s Appointment, and to prevent their Extortions and Oppreffions 
— That he Ihould not think that the leflTening of the Diftance between the Council Board 
and the Supreme Court, by giving to the chief Member of the latter a lucrative Employment, 
to be held during t!ie Pleafure of the former, had a Tendency to anfwer the Purpofes of the Infti- 
tution of the Supreme Court — That it has evidently a Tendency totally to defeat thofe Purpofes ; 
for if you fuppofc .all, or a Majority, of the Judges of the Supreme Court to hold lucrative Offices 
revocable at the Pleafure of the Governor General and Council, you cannot avoid concluding, that 
their general Conduct will be guided by the Inclinations of the Governor General and Council ; 
that this in general might be true ; but he docs not mean to fay, that it would be true in the 
fpccific Inftance of the prefent Chief Juftice and Judges — That a lucrative Office, revocable at Pler- 
fure creates Dependence, and can create nothing clfc ; he does not know by what Means it could 
incrcafe the Authority of the Court; as far as fuch Authority may be affefted by the Refpeeft and 
Opinion of the People, it muft neccITarily be diminifhed, by the Idea of the Judges being dependent 
in any Shape on the Governor General and Council — That if the Natives underftand titc Objedl: 
and Intention of the Inftitution of the Supreme Court, he thinks it muft Icflfcn their Confidence in 
that Court, to fee One of the Judges of it employed in, and prefiding over, thofe very Courts over 
which the Supreme Court affiirned and excrcifcd a Controul — That the Appointment of a Salary to 
the Office, had not taken place when he left Bengal, but does not believe it to be owing to the Chief 
Juftice’s Rejeiftion of the Propofition — That he never heard that the Chief Juftice hatl exprefied 
his Difapprobation of that Propofition — He is convinced Mr. Haftings would not have moved 
it in Council without the previous Confent and Approbation of the Chief Jufticc — That lie faw 
Sbl. Com, Rep. I. F. the 
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the Chief Joftice after iliac Propofition had been made in Council, and that he did not exprefs to hiiA 
any Dilapprobacion of the Appointment or Salary. And the Witnefs being afleed, What prevented 
that Salary from being annexed to the Appointment ? he faid, That Sir Eyre Coote was gone ^ 
Coaft, Mr. Whelcr and himfelf were avowedly againft the Propofition ; and of courfe, if the Quef- 
tion had been put, it would have been loft-^That the Judges of the Supreme Court did not com- 
nuinicate to the Council General any Letters or Reprefentations that they lent to His Majefty’s 
Minllters. And being alked, Wh.ir was the State of the Company s T reafury when thjs Appointment 
was made ? he faid, That he thinks it was the Beginning of September that Mr. H aft ings opened the 
I'reafury for a Loan at InterelV, without Limitation i at that Time every Branch of Public Service 
was greatly in Arrear, particularly the Army — That at the End of November, if he recollefts with 
Kxadnefs, the Debt or Demand againft the Treafury amounted to Ninety-one Lacks Ninety 
thoufand One hundred and h.igluy-three Current Rupees (Vide Appendix, N 5*) their 
Did refs foi‘ Money at that Period was very great— That they had taken the Dcpofit of Thirty 
Lacks out of the new Fort, which, at a former Period, they had agreed to referve againft any 
great or unforefeen Kmergeiicy or Diftrefs— That the different Schemes adopted for raifing Money, 
had not fucceedtd in the Degree they expeded— That he does not recoiled to have heard of Sir 
Elijah impey having offered his Services to attend the Dewannee Court in Quality of an AlfelTor, 
not claiming a Voice, but limply to give his Advice (Vide former Report, General Appendix, 
32.)— That the Opinion of the Judges, including the Chief Juftice, was not officially taken 
—That the Opinion of the Atlvocate (ienera! was not taken; that it was never propofed to take 
I iie Judges Opinion— That the Advocate Gcneml’s Opinion was afkcd, and much relied upon, in the 
former Difputes between the Supreme Court and the* Council— —He does not know that the Pro- 
vincial Courts of Adaulut have been fo perverted in the Execution, as to be the great Engines of 
Oppreflion over the miferable Inhabitants of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffia — That 
he does not know that the Adminillration of Jultice has ever been let to hire to Dewans or Ban- 
yans of tliofe Gentlemen whofc Duty it was to prefide in that Court, or to any other Perfbns 
whatfoever— That he never heard it faid but of One of the Provincial Adauluts, and of that he 
never faw Proof ; that it never came officially before him — If a Complaint of fuch an Abufe, ac- 
companied with proper E.vidcncc, had ever been brought before the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, he is certain it would have been followed with the Ruin of the Parties in every Senfe — That he 
does not know if there were any regular Profits annexed to the Adminiftration of Juftice, which 
was in the Power of the Members of the Provincial Councils, or others, to let out to Banyans or 
Dewans ; nor has he ever heard, that the Forms and Terror of Juftice have been held forth merely 
to give Colour and Force to Rapine and Extortion; it is poffible wrong Things may have been 
done, but he never heard of any Proceedings of the Adaulut, which approach to that Senfe and 
lixtciit — 'I hat during the Time that he was in Bengal, he docs not know or believe that Opprcl^ 
lions by the Company’s Servants have operated in I'o enormous a Degree, as very fcldom to have 
left the Opprefied the Means to obtain Juftice by civil Suits; the pooreft Man in that Country, if 
he could rcacli Calcutta, or any Agent for him, might prefen: his Petition to any Member of 
the Council, by whom he believes it would have been examined— That fomc of the lower Claftes 
of People arc opprefied, he docs believe to be true, but he alfo believes it is not by Euro- 
peans, I'lie Witnefs fays. He fpeaks generally, for there may be Inftanccs to the contrary, and fome 
he has heard of ; fomc appear upon the Records : The Cafe which was faid to be of the grofleft Na- 
ture, wliicli made the greateft Noife, and which was rrioft infilled on by the Judges, was that of 
Nadara Begum ; fiic was faid to have been diverted of every Thing ; Ihe neverthelcfs found Means to 
.ipplv to the Supreme Court, and found Redrefs there. — And the Witnefs being asked. 
By whom then lie conceived thofc Opprcfllons are committed ? faid, That he begged Leave 
to obfcivc, that his Rcndencc was confined to Calcutta, he cannot therefore fpeak of 
'Tranfaclions in the Diflrids from his own direft Knowledge; the Information he has had 
inclines him to believe, that thofc low Claffes of People of whom he fpoke, are opprefled 
hy other Natives, immediately in Authority over them— The Salt Contradors in particular 
did opprefs the Molungues in a very barbarous Manner — He has heard too, that the lower 
( lades of the Weavers arc opprefied in many Ways, by the Black People in the Provifion 
of the Company's Invellment: Complaints in both Infbnces were brought before our Govern- 
nunc — Hiat he knows the Firll to be true, and gives Credit to the Second — That he cannot 
give any pofitive Information, whether any Reform has been made in tliofe Refpefts, becaufc it is 
Very difricult to know at Calcutta what the real State of Fa 6 ts is, at any great DIftance — The 
Molungues are no longer fubjed: to Coiuradors, and therefore probably- are better treated than 
they ufed to f^c; with refped to the Weavers, he can lay nothing. — And being aflced. Whether 
the Proceedings of the Supreme Court of Judicature, upon the Matters in Difpute, had not been 
reprefented by the (Jovernor General and Council to the Natives and to the Court of Direftor^, 
as oppreflive and injurious to the Natives of India ? he faid, That the Governor General and Coun- 
cil made various Reprefentations to the Court of Diredors to that Effed, but not to the Natives ; 
the Provincial Councils were direded to inform the Zemindars and other Landholders, that as 
fuch they were not lubjed to the Jurifdidion of the Court, nor bound m fubmit to their Procefs 
— 1 hat m.jny Individuals have prclented Petitions and other Complaints, either dircdly or through 
the Medium of the Provincial Councils, Hating their Proceedings as grievous to them, and there 
was allb a Petition from the Zemindars of the Province of Bahar to the fame Purpofe,— And being 
alked, \\hrthci‘ the Meafure of advifing a Difobcdience to the Procefs of a Court of Juflice, was 
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not a ftrong Mcafure, and which could not be juflified, but upon the Opinion of the Board tlnii; 
a ilrong Neceffity required it? he faid, That NecefTrty undoubtedly did require the Me, dure j at 
the fame Time, as he afted conftantly upon a Conviftion, that the Proceedings of the Supreme 
Court were illegal, he did deem it legal to refill: them; this he did at his Peril, in tlic Teuns of 
the King’s Charter — That Mr. Haftings did entirely concur in the Necefluy of the Board’s Pro- 
ceed'ngs, and in the Illegality of the Court’s Proceedings in the Collljurah Ciuife, and 
there never was a DiflFercnce of Opinion between Mr. Hailings and him in that Bu- 
finefr— That Mr. Barwcll never difll-nted or difagreed with tliem in tliat Bufinefs — Tlrat the 
Board certainly confidered the Proceedings of the Supreme Court, in tlie Patna Caufe, as 
oppreflive to the Natives, becaufe the Majority of the Board, confining of Mr. Hallii)f>s .and 
Mr. Barwell, were from the Firft avowedly of Opinion, tlrat the Will in favour of Nadara 
Begurrl was a Forgciy. As to hiinfelf, it is proper he fliould lay, tliat the Hill Impreinon htt 
received of that Caufe, was again!!: the Cauzi and Muftees, and even againlt the Pioceedings of 
the Provincial Council of Patna, becaufe he knew a Padf, wlrich he deemed irregular in the Pro- 
ceedings, and which they did not thoroughly account for to his Satisfaftion. By the Principles of 
their Infticution, the Provincial Council, or the Member that fits at the Head of the Adaulur, 
fliould have tried the Fads thcmfelvcs, and only refer to the Learned in the Maliomcilan Law, if 
a Qucfiiun of Law arofc upon the Fads. Further Inquiry and more exad Information induced him 
to alter his firft Opinion, and in the E.nd, he ''was fatisfied that the Will was a Forgery ; but the 
Queftion never came, nor could come judicially before him, of coiirfe lie never uded upon the 
Firft Opinion or upon the Scoend, except that he oppofed the bailing of tlie Parties, at fo great 4 
Rifquc to the Company as yf . 40,000 ; for he underftood, that if any one of tlicfe Pt-rfons had 
efcaped, the Company muft have paid the Whole j as I ruftce for the Company, lie could not 
undertake that Rifque in their Behalf; the Bail was nevcrthclcfs granted by the M.ajority of tlie 
Board — That the Caufe was defended by the Company’s Attorney, and at their Expcnce — That 
the Bailing and Defence, and the fublequent Condud of the Board, muft have the Lft'cd to 
indicate to the Natives, that it was the Opinion of that Board, that the Condud of the Supreme 
Court was in that Inftance oppreflive— That he believes the Imprifonment of the Caitzi and Muftees 
was a very unpopular Ad.— And being alkcd. Whether if the Proceedings of the Provincial Coun- 
cil at Patna had been irregular, the Provincial Council or the Mahomeiian Lawyers, were in the 
Opinion of the Board moft to blame ? he faid, None of them thought that the Mahomed.in Law- 
yers had been to blame in any Degree; with refped to the Provinci.il Council, he thinks it was 
not difputed that they were irregular. — And being further alked. Whether aficlfing fmall D.images 
upon the Members of the Provincial Council, and very large ones upon the Mahomedan Lawyers, 
was thought by the Natives a proper Proceeding of a Court, inftituted for their Protedion againlt 
Britilh Subjeds in Authority ? he faid, Not polTcfling the Language, he liad but little dired 
Intcrcourfc with the Natives; but from what he has heard, he believes it to be true, that the 
Mahomedans in general were highly dilTatisfied with the Judgment of the Supreme Court 
ogainft the Law Officers. — And being further alked, Whether the European Members of the 
Provincial Council of Patna were not indemnified, and the Mahomedan Law Officers fuflered 
to lie in Prifon ? he faid, There was no Way of rcleafing the Mahomedans, but by fatisfying 
the Judgment, which none of them thought that the Board was authorizid to do, confulcring 
the Greatnefs of the Sum — The Damages awarded againft the Members of the Patna Coun- 
cil, he thinks, were paid down by the Company’s Attorney on Account of the Parties, wlio were 
called upon to repay that Money, and he believes did fo — That the Mahomedan Lawyeis con- 
tinued in Prifon unqueflionably for want of Ability to fatisfy the Judgment — I'liat they con- 
tinued in Gaol when he left Calcutta. — And being afited, What is the Situation of Perfons 
confined in Gaol at Calcutta for a confiderable Length of Time, and the probable Eti'eds of 
fuch Confinement upon their Health and Lives ? he laid. It is liardly poffiblc for any human 
Creature to be placed in a more milerable or dangerous Situation ; in the rainy Seafon it muft 
be particular unhealthy ; and he thinks, that for an European to be confined there a Month in 
that Seafon, would probably occafion his Death— That he knows of no Europeans confineit 
there lately, except Mr. Naylor and Mr. Swainfton— Mr. Naylor, the Company’s Attorney, 
was committed for a Contempt, and to anfwer Interrogatories ; he was at that 1 ime in an iii- 
difterent State of Health ; his Confinement he believes muft have haftened if not ncrafioned his 
Death, which happened foon after his Enlargement — Mr. Swainfton, a Company’s Servant, was 
committed for a Contempt, and he thinks remained in Gaol about Three Weeks ; he was as ftrong 
and healthy a young Man as any in the Company’s Service ; he paid the Witnels a Vilit tlie Day 
he came out of Prifon, but he was fo much altered and reduced by his Confinement, that iic 
did not at firft recollcft who he was. — And being alked. What is the probable t.fl'ed in the Minds 
of the Natives, when they fee a Court, inftituted for their Protedlion, confidered by the Govern- 
ment of the Country as an inftrument of their Oppreffion, will it give them a lievereiKc for that 
Court, and for the Authority by which it was inftituted ? he faid, Certainly not ; as far as he 
knows or can judge, the Natives in general did not think the Court a Protection for them. — And 
being further alked. When the Government of the Country undertakes the Protection of the Naiives 
againft that Court, as ailing in their Opinion oppreilively, and rewards the Peilbn charged 
Wuh the Oppreffion, with Offices of further Trull and Power over their Perfons and Fortunes, 
and oflers large pecuniary Emoluments which arife from their Labour and Induftry, whilft the 
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i^crfons who are flatccl to have 

nefi, unredrefTcd for Years, what Imprellion wi]l , ^ thcdecpeft Imprcffion in their 

of F.nglifh tjovcrnmcncinthat Country . hefaic, of the Charaftcr of the Nation.— 

Minds, to the the Natives of India fuffering dppreffive 

And being further asked, Whether in any E e ^ fpeedy Redrcfs in a Court of 

Irnprifonment by unjuftor erroneous Law Proccc !'’6 ’ faid,^An Appeal to England at 
Appcalsi and by the ordinary Forms o Ju gttgnJed with great Vexation and Expence j 
the belt, offers but a diflant Remedy, J*' “ . .q England lhall be known in 


in the Cafe of Imprifonnient until the bcciufe the Pafty imprifoned will in all 

India, it can produce no Relief or adcquac Health and Conftitution.— And being fur- 

IVubability die in the Interval, or of Englifli Government, and the Eafe of 

thcr .asked. Which will tend moft f 3 h exift an Enquiry into Corruptions 

of L 'old ones? he^aid, 

Makhig new La’ws avails rrothing, as long as you fuffer thofe which aftually cxift to be v.olatcd 
or evalcd-That he thinks the Non-exeention of the old Laws in India will be an Encouragement 
toLfpife the new.-And being asked. Whether the Judges had fufficient Notice between the 
Time of the Governor General and Council’s tranfmitting their Complaints to Europe, and 
his Departure from Bengal, to tranfmit a full Anfwer and Juftification of their Proceedings, 
to GovLment in England ? he faid, I hey did not communicate to the Judges their Letters to 
the Court of Direftors, nor did the Judges communicate whatever Letters they might have 
written to the King’s Minilters, but the Grounds of the Differences between them were thoroughly 
undcrflood on both Sides; the Interval between the Time of the Complaint and his Dc^rturc 
was about Nine or Ten Months -That the Judges never demanded from the Board, Copies 
of the Ipccific Coini^hhiits tranlmittcd againft them»— And being asked, Whether the Judges 
or the Governor General and Council did tranfmit immediately to the Court of Direftors, or 
tlie Secretary of State, an Account of the Arrangement they had made with regard to the Sud- 
der Dewannee Adaulut? he Lid, He knew nothing of what might have been done by the Judges; 
their firll Letter to tl\c Company after the Appointment of Sir Elijah Imppy took place, 
oiKTht to have contained an Account of it, and he took it for granted it did lo — 1 hat in his 
Opinion no Inconvenience could have arifen from iufpending the Execution of that Arrangement 
until the Scnl'e of the Company and of Parliament, to whom the State of the Jurildiction had 

been fubmitted, lliould be known.-Then being asked, What Confcquence he thought it would 
have on Britilli Authority in that Country, if, pending Applications to Parliament for Direction 
and Indemnity, the Parties undertake the Arrangement on which they petition Parliament, by 
Compromifes amongll thcmfelvcs ? he faid, He thinks it mud have fome bad Effeds, and can 
have no ?ood ones; the People at large, as far as they can be fuppofed to enter into the Mat- 
ter mud'^confider the Event, as alluded to in the Queftion, as a Compromtfe, not as the 
rccTulir Settlement and Decifion of a public (Queftion— That from the Period of the Governor 
General and Council’s Petition to Parliament to the Time of the Chief Juftice’s Appointment 
to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, there was no Conccffion on either Side, the Court continued to 
exert their Claims to jurifdidtion.and the Board to deny andrefift thofc Claims— That he never heard 
of the Propofuion for the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to that Office, till it was propofed in 
Council the 29th of September— That he docs not recollcft. that after the Appointment of the Chief 
Turtice, there was any Aft done by the Court involving the Queftion formerly in Diiputc between 
the Board and the Supreme Court.— And being asked, Whether, fuppofing the Appointment of 
Sir Elijah Impey to have been in his Opinion legal, .and tending to allay the Differences between 
the Council General and the Supreme Court, he would have thought hiinfclf obliged to rejeft or 
defer that Meafure, on Account of the Application made by the Board on tbofe Subjefts to the 
Company and to Parliament ? he faid, He Ihouki have thought himfelf bound to wait the Decifion 
of thofe Tribunals, to which he had appealed; that he fliould imagine if Attention had been given 
totheSubjed in England, and no Time unneceffarily wafted, an Anfwer might have arrived in la or 
14 Months. — And being further asked. Whether this Meafure was confidered at the Time as tem- 
porary, and to continue only until the Senfe of Parliament was known ? he faid. He received it 
from the Governor General, as meant by him to be a permanent Eftablifliment ; and if he is not 
niiftaken, it is fo deferibed in the Governor’s Minute. — And being further asked. Whether it was a 
general Rule of the Board, when a Reference was made on any Subjed to Europe, to wait for an 
Anfwer without taking any intermediate .Step? he faid, There could be no fuch general Rule to bind 
the Diferetion of the Government at all Events ; Circumilances might intervene which might make 
it indifpenfably neceffary for the Government to ad, notwithrtanding any preceding Reference to 
the Court of Diredors ; but in general it was thought right to wait for Orders when a Reference 
was made. — And being asked, Whether the Confequences of the Diflentions between the Board 
and the Court were not of a Nature fo preffing as to render an immediate Reconciliation highly 
expedient and very defir.ible ? be faid, By no Means at that Point of Time ; the great Dilput* 
which had produced overt Ads of Hoftility between the Two Bodies, was in fad determined by the 
liiperior Force of the Government againft the Court, and the Country in general was quiet ; it was 
the Complaint of the Court and the Officers belonging to it, that they ccafcd 10 have any Bufinds ;■ 
and this was Lid to be a Grievance to thofe Gentlemen ; a more dired, and perhaps a more fatis- 
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fadoiy Anfwcr to this Qucftion may be taken from Mr. Haftings’s Minute } he hlmfelf cxprelsly 
fays, “ That the Contefts with the Court are at prefcnt compofed, but we cannot be certain that 
** the Calm will laft beyond the aAual Vacation.” — And being further asked, Whether he under- 
ftood that it was the Opinion of Sir John Day, the Advocate General, that the Appointment of a 
Superintendant of the Sudder Dewannec Adaulut was illegal in general, or whether that Opinion 
was confined to the Appointment of the Chief Juftice? he faid. The Advocate General’s Opinion 
was dated to him only in Converfation j it arofe immediately from the Fa< 9 :, and was confined to 
it: But he concludes, that the Advocate General would have thought it equally illegal, if the Ap- 
pointment had been given to any other of the Judges } he does not recoiled that he (aid any thing 
with refped to the Legality of the Appointment to any other Perfon : That he has fome Rcafon to 
think the Appointment of the Chief Juftice was very ofFcnfive to the Puifnc Judges — Says, he recol- 
leds a Claufe in the Ad of 13th Geo. III. direding the Manner of deciding when there is a Diverfity 
of Opinions among the Members of the Board of the Council General. — And being afleed, In what 
Manner that Claufc is underftood, and what is the Courfe of Pradice on it at that Board f he laid, 

It is underftood by him, and has been more than once declared by him in their Confultations, that 
no Refolution of that Board is ftridly legal, but that which is taken by the Votes of the Members in 
Council, or the Majority of them : The Committee will remember, that he did ftate to them, that it 
is nevcrthelefs not unufual for Refolutions of the Board to be taken in Circulation; by which he 
means, that Queftions arc fometimes fent round in Writing, for the Opinions of the Members : It is 
a great Convenience in the Difpatch of Bufinefs, and is never pradifed but by common Cohfent, 
either dircdly given or fuppofed : That he thinks that this Pradice has a Tendency, where a Dif- 
ference of Opinion may fubfift, to take away, or much impair, the deliberative Capacity of that Coun- 
cil; that he admits it is his Opinion that it is ftridly illegal; in the inftance in Queftion, he 
fiiould undoubtedly have infifted upon a Meeting of the Board, if he thought either that he could 
have advanced any Arguments in fupport of his Opinion more powerful than thofe which he de- 
livered in Writing, or that any Arguments whatever from Mr. Wheler, or from him, would have 
affeded the final Refolution of the Board; he was then and is now morally certain of the contrary : 
Sir Eyre Coote, who gave his Opinion laft, had fcvcral Days to confider the Minutes and Argu- 
ments of the other Members. — And being alked. What is the Nature and Courfe of Bufinefs, that 
he thinks may make it neceflary or very expedient, to ad otherwife than as the Ad direds ? he faid; 
The Detail of Bufinefs which comes before that Council iscndlcfs, and the Queftions arifing out of 
it infinite, all which muft be determined by a Majority of Votes of the Governor General and other 
Members of the Council; it would not only be a moft diftrefting Inconvenience to the Members, 
but in his Opinion phyfically impoftible, to determine all thefe Queftions immediately at the Board : 
At the Difpatch of the Ships particularly, when the Secretaries arc employed in drawing up the 
General Letters, and other voluminous Papers for the Company, every Member of the Council has 
as much Bufinefs on his Hands as he can poflibly do ; and it is ufual for a Rcccfs of Ten Days or a 
Fortnight, in which Time there are no Meetings of the Council, yet numberlefs Queftions arife in 
thofe Intervals, which muft be inftantly determined; he will venture to lay, that no Men in Public 
Offices could labour more than they did, and the Climate fo much againft them — That he has no 
Idea a Rule could be formed to diftinguilh the Principles or Cafes in which that Mode of Circula- 
tion may be prohibited, and thofe in which it may be permitted ; that he thinks it fhould be left as it 
ftands, and that it can (produce no material Inconvenience, as long as the Right of each Member to 
infift on the Meeting of Council, if hc.jpleafes, is admitted— That there was a Board of Trade efta- 
bliftied at Calcutta, to take Charge of the Company’s commercial Affairs, but they aifted chiefly 
under the Inftru6tions tranfmitted to them by the Court of Dire( 5 tors, through the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council. 

This Mode of giving Opinion by Circulation, which appears to have been adopted by the Go- 
vernor General and Council in their Proceedings upon the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey, in- 
duced your Committee to inquire of Mr. Francis, who was not in England when this Subjedl; was 
before under the Enquiry of your Comrnittee; accordingly Mr. Francis being afleed. Whether 
at the Time the Refolution was taken by the Governor General and Council to refill the Pro- 
cefs of the Supreme Court, it was the Refult of a Debate at the Board with all its Members 
prefent, or whether their fcveral Opinions were taken in Circulation ? he faid. That every 
Refolution of the Board, in that Bufinefs, as far as he can recollccft, was taken in Council, all th5 
Members, viz. the Governor General, Mr. Barwell, Mr. Wheler, and himfelf, were prefent ; Sir Eyre 
Coote was at Lucknow, in the Province of Oude.— Being afleed. Whether the Board was unani- 
mous ? he faid. Always ; their Un.animity declared to each other in this particular Point, was the 
Bafis of their Proceeding.— And being afleed. Whether any Debate or Difference of Opinion did 
afterwards arile at the Board, upon the Expediency or Legality of that Proceeding ? he faid, 
1 hat every Step they took was duly and carefully canvaffed at the Board ; but he does 
not recollcift that there was the fmallefl; Difference of Opinion at any Time among them. — 
— And being afleed, Whether at the Time the Governor General and Council ordered their Attorney 
to withdraw their Appearance, in the A^ion commenced againft them in the Supreme Court, at the 
Suit of Colfinaut Baboo, and to difclaim the Authority of the Court againft the Corporate Ails ot 
the Governor General and Council, Mr. Barwell did not diffent from that Refolution ? he faid, Mr. 
Barwell left Calcutta IcnDaysora Fortnight, before their Declaration was made in open Court ; 
whether Mr. Barwell was apprized of their Intention to make fuch a Declaration, or not, be cannot 
pofitivcly fay, but he knows with Certainty, that Mr, Barwell never did obje(5t in Council to any of 
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the Meafviref; rcfolved on by the Gov’ernor General, Mr. Whclcr, and himfclf j the Chief Jaftice, 
in Reply to their Declaration, did declare publicly from the Bench, that Mr. Harwell had told him, in 
private, he was convinced of the Illegality of their refilling the FroceJs of the Court •, and that he 
fhould not authorize the Company’s Attorney or Advocate to withdraw his Appearance, into 
which he had entered jointly with the other Members of the Council : The Chief Juftice added, that 
he himfelf was left rrnftee for Mr. Barwell and his Children, and of courfe he ought to have known 
of the Intention of withdrawing their Appearance, if fuch a Step was intended, either by Mr* 
Barwell himfclf, or his Truttee. This Declaration made a very great Noife in Calcutta, and was 
fup[)ofcd to alTceT: Mr. Barwcll’s Reputation fo deeply, that he had heard that fome of his particular 
Friends took Fains to deny the Truth of it.— The Chief Juftice, on the fame Occafion, made fomc 
Declarations relpe<fling a private Negociation between Mr. Haftings and himfelf, regarding the 
Colfijurah Bufinefs ; of which the Witnefs faid, he had never heard one Syllabic before, but of 
which he conceived he ought to have been informed; fincc, though they differed in many other Points, 
they had agreed to unite, and that bond together, in this particular Bufinefs. He immediately went 
to Mr. Haftings at his Country Houfe, and ftated to him the Declarations of the Chief Jufticc, as 
they had been 'reported to him; telling him, that be confidered the Fafts, if they were Fads, as 
inco npatible with the Spirit and Meaning of their Agreement to aft together on that particular 
Occafion— That Mr. Haftings gave him Explanations with refpeft to that Part of the Chief Juftice’5 
Difcourfe, which related to him ; by which he was thoroughly fatisfied he had not afted, nor meant 
to ad unfairly towards Mr. Whclcr and himfelf, though he thought, and Hill thinks, that he adccl 
imprudently in having any Converfation with the Chief Juftice, without their Knowledge ; he alfo 
made him (uch Excufes as occurred to him for the Conduft imputed by Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. 
Harwell — 1 hat the Declaration of the Chief Jufticc from the Bench, was made about the Middle of 
March 1780, and his Appointment to the Sudder Adaulut, was recommended by Mr. Haftings 
about the End of September— Fhac he knows nothing of any Reconciliation between them. 

And Mr. Francis being afterwards further examined, faid, That he landed at Dover the 19th of 
Odober laft. — And being alkcd, How foonhc fiiw the Chairman of the Eaft India Company after his 
Arrival in London ? he faid. That on Saturday the 20th of Odober, he gave Notice to the Couit 
of Diredors of his Arrival ; he went to Mr. Sulivan, the Chairman’s Houfe the fame Day, and on 
the Monday he went to the Deputy Chairman, but he faw neither of them. Hearing nothing from the 
India Houfe, or any Ferfon belonging to it, except that the Secretary acknowledged the Receipt of 
his Letter, lie went again to the Chairman’s Houfe on the 12th of November, and left a Meffage 
for him in Writing, requefting to fee him ; in confequence of which he was fo polite as to come to 
his Hou/e next Morning; after that he wrote to him, and upon his laying his Letter before the 
Court of Diredors, he was informed by the Secretary, that the Diredors had requefted the Chair- 
man and Deputy Chairman, to receive from him any Information he might have to offer on the 
State of the Company’s Affairs, (Vide Appendix, No. 6.) Accordingly, he went to the Eaft India 
Houfe, by Appointment, on the 19th of November, and delivered thofe Gentlemen a Paper of the 
Heads of tliat Information which he meant to give them, and gave them Explanations as he went 
on : 7\nd the Witncls begged to be permitted to lay a Copy of that Letter before the Committee 
(Vide A[)pendix, No. 7.) — And being afkcd, What Enquiry was made of him by the Court of 
Diicdors, concerning the State of die Controverfy between the Governor General and Council 
.ind the Su])rcme Court of Judicature when he left Bengal ? he faid. He had never been 
introduced lo ti;e Court of Diredors, nor called upon in any Shape by them — When he faw 
the Chairman and Deputy, they aiked him no Qucftion whatever upon this Subjed, nor, as well 
as he can lecollcd, upon any other — That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman affigncd no 
Kealons why no CLiellions wereafked of him upon this, or upon any other Subjed ; nor can he con- 
ceive what their Kcafon could be, unlcfs they were apprehenlive his Anfwers might bring forward In- 
formation, which they did not wifli to lee brought forward; and the Witnefs added, But this is mere 
Conjedure. — And being turther afkcd, Whether a Letter which appeared in the Public News-papers, 
dated Calcutta, 12th C^dober 1780, figned Philp Francis, (Vide Appendix N® 8) is a juft 
Copy of any Letter written by him to the Court of Diredors? he faid, It is his Letter.— And it 
being ftated to tlic Witncls, That as he had ftated in his Letter to the Court of Diredors, that 
tht'y had lulfcred the Company’s tundamcntal Principles of Policy to be overfer, their Inftrudions 
and Orders, in various Inftances, to be difobeyed with Impunity ; that they had condemned the 
Governor General, and another Men>ber of the Council, in the ftrongeft Terms; and charging 
alio the Directors with various other Neglcds of Duty, Violations of Promife, and other Matter 
of a criminal and ferious Nature; he was aiked,' Whether he knew or believed that the Court of 
Diied('rs ever received that Letter ? he faid, The Chairman told him they had — That the Chairman did 
not call upon him to lupport thofe Charges by Evidence, or to clifdaim them as groundlefs and inju- 
lious to tlic Honour of the Court of Diredors; but he, the Witnefs, told him, he was ready and able 
to make them good — 1 liat the Chairman mentioned the Letter to him, as the true and only Caufc 
that he was not received by the Court of Diredors, with thofe public Marks of Civility and Appro- 
bation to which he was orherwife intitled — Fhat he did not tell him any Inquiry would be inftituted 
into the Subjed Matter of that Letter, but rather intimated to him, that the Court of Diredors had no 
Intention to fake any Notice of it whatever — 'I'hat he adheres to theSenfe and Terms of that Letter 
in every partKular, and believes he can eftabliih the Fruth of his Affertions by fufficient Evidence— 
3 1 hac 
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That the Orders of the Company were not fupported and enforced by the Court of Diitclor? 
whilft he was in Bengal — That he thinks the Adis of Parliament relative to the Regulation of the Rail 
India Company in general, are not ftridtly regarded. — And being alked, What he held to be the prin- 
cipal Caufe of it? he faid, Men wlio have violated Orders, and wlio, as he thinks^ have tiif- 
regaeded Acls of Parliament, have been cenfured, but not pviniflied, and inftead of being removed 
from their Stations, have been continued in them, by new Appointments — That the Converfation 
wherein the Chairman intimated to him that the Court of IJircdlors did not intend to take any 
Notice of his Letter of the i2th of Odober 1780, pafTcd at his Houfe on the 13th of November 
laft. — And being afked, Why, inftead of the Propofition for a Salary to be annexed to the Appoint- 
ment of the Chief Jufticc, as Superintendent of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, being poilponeJ, 
it was not then negatived? he faid. The Governor General put no Qiiellion upon In, ,vn Rropo- 
fition, it would have been irregular, and difrefpedful to him for any other Member to have forced a 
Qiieftion upon it •, it would have been alfo ufclcfs, becaufe he, the Witnefs, was determined 
to leave Bengal immediately, and had made a public Declaration of his Intention to do fo ; of 
courfe, the Governor General being left with Mr. Whcleronly, could have reverfed the Reloliuirn ot 
the preceding Board, whenever he thought proper, by his calling Voice; if on the contrary he 
had been determined to remain in India, he fliould have taken an early Opportunity of movin[; foi 
rcvcrfing the Appointment itfclf. — And being alked. Whether it would not have appealed a Arong-r 
Mcafurc to the Court of Dirc£lors for the Governor General to reverfe a Rcfolution nor to 
agree to a Salary, and afterwards to carry the Appointment, when one Member of the Council had 
quitted his Seat, than to decide it by his cafting Voice? he faid. He could not till how it wouul 
have appeared to the Court of Dircilors, becaufe tliey iiad IiiAanccs befoie them of the fame 
Nature, and full as ftrong, of which they did not take any ferioiis or tllefliial Notice — 
That he remembers an Application made to the Judges foon after the Ellablillimcm of the Governor 
General and Council in Bengal, to alk how far they would allow Validity to the Froceedings 
of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, according to the Rules of its InAituiion before the l'’.Aabliniment 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature ; and as well as he can recollect at fo great a DiAaiiec of Time 
(being in July 1775) the Anlwcr from the Judges was not deemed fatisfaflory by a Majority of the 
Board ; their Anfwers to the Two Firft Queftions feemed fuAicicntly direCt; by the I'hird, which may be 
deemed tlie moll material of the Three, they left them as much in Doubt as ever, as will ap- 
pear by a Reference to their Letter (Vide Appendix N” 9.) — That he believes the legal Authority 
of the Provincial Dewannee Adauluts had at that Time in many Inftances been called in Quellion by 
the Supreme Court. — The Witnefs then informed Your Committee, That he had received a 
private Letter from Calcutta, dated 6th January lySt, by which he is informed, that the 
Salary and Allowances recommended for the Chief Jullicc as Superintendent of the Sudder 
Dewannee Adaulut, of 5600 Sicca Rupees a Month, had been voted, and that an additional Allowance 
of 4,200 Sicca Rupees a Month, had alfo been voted for Office Charges. — And being asked. Whether 
he thinks the Correfpondent who has lent him this Intelligence, is a Perfon well informed, and not 
likely to take up Reports from light Grounds ? he faid. He gives implicit Credit to the Letter ; that it 
is from a Perfon on whole Veracity and Judgment he depends, is totally unconcerned in tlic Qiief. 
tion, and he believes him well informed. 

Then John Shakefpeare, Efquire, late Chigf of the Provincial Council at Dacca, being examined, 
faid. That he ferved in India about 14 Years, in the Civil Service of the Company, and was from Ja- 
nuary 1778 to December 1780, Chief of the Provincial Council at Dacca— -That he left India in 
December 1780 — That he was at Calcutta, on his Way to Europe, at the Time Sir Elijah Impey 
was appointed Superintendent of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut — that at the Time of the Appoint- 
ment, he believes there was not an open Rupture between tlic Board and the Supreme Court — i'hat 
there had certainly been fuch a Rupture before that Time — That he believes a perfonal Reconciliation 
had taken Place between the Cliief Juftice and the Governor General ; it was generally underAood fo — 
that he knows of no Accommodation between the Board and the Supreme Court — that he cannot 
charge his Memory cxaiAly with the Time it was underAood the Accommodation between tlie Go- 
vernor General and the Chief JuAice had taken Place, .as he was not then at Calcutta, but he fan- 
cies it muA have been in June 1780 — '1 hat the Accommodation did not appear by any public Adi 
or Declaration of cither Paity ; it was only generally reported, that they again vifited, and were upon 
friendly Terms, which he believes they had not done for fume Time, And being affietl, Whether it 
was untlerAood that this Accommodation extended to any Conct-Alon on cither Side, of any Points 
which had been in Dilpute between the Board and the Court? he faid. That he never heard of any 
Conceffion on either Side — That he does not know of r.ny Ad of the Supreme Court fiibfeqiicnt to 
June 1780, by which it appeared that the Chief JuAice had or had not conceded in any fuch Points 
—That he docs not remember any InAance of Adions brouglit in the Supreme Court againA the 
Members or Officers of the Provincial Courts and Adaulut'’, or againA any Zemindars, Collcdors, or 
Farmers, fubfequent to June 1780, in the Province in which he prefided ; nor does lie recoiled to 
have heard of fuch InAances in any other of the Provinces. And bcing-alked, WJietlier it was gene- <■ 
rally underAood in the DiArids, after June 1780, that the Authority of the Provincial Councils and 
other Servants of the Government, which had formerly been conteAcd and denied by the Suprtme 
Court, would be held in future more valid than it had been? he faid. He believed that the Coun- 
cil 
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cil at Dacca, and the Ofiicers adling under that Council, conduced their Bufincfs with more Confi* 
dcnce, and Icfs Apprehenfion after that Period ? And being further afkcd, Whether the Appoint- 
ment of Sir Elijah Impey was confidered as a Conlequence of pcrfonal Reconciliation between Mr, 

I ladings and Sir Pdijah Impey, and as an A6l of private Favour from the former to the latter, or as 
a Meafurc intended to produce an Accommodation of their public Difputes ? he faid, If the Recon- 
ciliation had not taken Place, it is his Opinion that the Appointment would not have taken Place; 
but he believes Mr, Haftings to have been fwayed principally in the Appointment, by the Motives 
exprefled in his Minute on that Occafion, which he has feen *, but he believes it was generally under- 
llood out of Doors, to be a Matter of Favour to Sir Elijah Impey — That he apprehends, that Appoint- 
ment mult tend to accommodate the public Difputes between the Board and Sir Elijah Impey, as 
Chief Juftice of the Court •, but he was a very Ihort Time in India after the Appointment took Place 
—That he really does not know whether the Appointment was underflood to have conciliated the 
other Judges, and fhould doubt much, in his own Opinion, if it would have fuch a Tendency That 
he never heard of any fimilar Means of Conciliation being attempted with the other Judges That 
he never heard of any perfonal Differences between the Members of the Board and the other Judges ; 
and that he believes they continued vifiting as ufual — That he never heard that the Puifne Judges 
cither acqiiiefccd or objefted to the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey. And being afkcd, Whe- 
ther the Appointment of the Company’s Law Officer, or of any of the principal Servants, to that 
Office, would have been effeftual, or not, for the Difcharge of the Duties of the Office accepted by 
the Chief Jufticc ? he faid, It certainly requires great Experience and a perfeft Knowledge of tlic 
Country Languages ; and lie humbly conceives, that the Duties of this Office can be better dil- 
charged by a Number of Men, than by any Individual — That it is an Office of fuch Magnitude as to 
require the whole 'Lime and Attention of the Perfon prefiding in it. — And being further afked, Whe- 
ther it was his Opinion, that a Knowledge and Pradlice in the Laws of England would particularly 
qualify for that Office ? he faid. He fhould apprehend that the Knowledge of the technical and 
pradical Part of the Laws of England would be of little or no Ufe — That he does not believe the Ap- 
pointment of the Chief Juftice would add to or diminifh the Authority of the Provincial Adauluts. 
And being afkcd. Whether the Appointment, in his Opinion, would interfere with the Duties of 
Chief Juftice in the Supreme Court ? he faid. He had already ftated, that he humbly apprehended 
the Office of Superintendent of the Sudder Dewannec Adaulut would require the whole Attention 
of the Perfon prefiding over it — That he has heard the Chief Juftice fpeak both the Perfian and 
Moors Language with fome Degree of Fluency — That he apprehends, by the Conftitution of both 
Courts, both before and fince the Appointment of the Chief Juftice, no Perfon who thinks himfclf 
injured by the Dccifion of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, can have Recourfe to the Supreme Court 
—That he does not believe any Claim of Jurifdidion by the Judges over the Members of that 
Court, was ever brought in Queftion, between the Supreme Court and the Members of the Board, 
fitting as Members of the Sudder Adaulut. And being alkcd, Whether he fuppoles the Appeals fo 
numerous, that the Governor General and Council could not have attended to the Decifion of them 
in the Court of Sudder Adaulut ? he fays, That he cannot fpeak as to the other Divifions of Bengal ; 
but he does not apprehend there were Ten Appeals in any one Year, from the Divifion of Dacca where 
he prefided, which is generally allowed to be the nioft litigious Province — That merely as a Court of 
Appeal, he fhould apprehend the Supreme Council might go through the Bufinefs ; but, if there is to 
be an original Jurifdiflion in the Sudder Adaulut, he conceives alcparate Appointment ncccllary. 
And being afkcd, After the Meafures purfued by the Governor General and Council, to reftrain the 
Jurifdiftion of the Supreme Court over the Zemindars, and other ClaflTcs of Natives, What in his 
Opinion would be the Eftcft of this Appointment on the Minds of the native Inhabitants ? he faid. 
He rather fuppofes they would confidcr the Chief Jufticc’s Acceptance of the Appointment under 
the Governor General and Council, which mull be noticed to them by Precepts from the Governor 
General, rather as a Degradation ot the Court — That this Appointment was a very unpopular Aft, 
and generally difliked by the European Inhabitants of Calcutta — That the Council General was cer- 
tainly better adapted to fettle Difputes between the Provincial Councils and the Provincial Adauluts, 
than the Sudder Adaulut under its prefent Eftabliffimcnr, admitting they had fufficient Time to go 
through the Bufincfs. And being afkcd, If the Bufinel's of the Chief Juftice in the Supreme Court 
feemed to him to admit of much Leifure for the additional Bufincfs of another Office ? he faid, He 
was poffibly at Leiiure during the Vacations, as the Bufinefs of the Court during the Vacations was 
tranfafted by the Puifne Judges — That he believes the Chief Juftice did not afligri any Reafon for ac- 
cepting an Employment under the Governor General and Council, againft whom he had preferred 
Complaints; but (imply acquicfccd in the Kequeft of the Board to take upon him that Office — I'hat 
he iuppolies the Inducement of Sir Elijah Impey, to accept of that Office, was an Extcnfion of Power 
and Influence— That he apprehends it is intended to give a Jurifdiftion to the Court of Sudder De- 
wannee Adaulut, as well in the Firft Inllance as in all Cafes of Appeal ; and believes the Jurifdiftion 
extends to all Perfons and Caufes relative to the Natives. And being afked, Whether there was not a 
Complaint, that the Supreme Court had been unfavourable to the Zemindars and other Natives, 
Officers of Juftice as well as others? he faid. In general they were much difiatisfied with the 
Proceedings of the Supremfe Court — That Sir Elijah Impey w'as certainly a confiderable afting 
Perfon, and ot Weight and Authority in that Court. And being afkcd, Whether he believes, from his 
Knowledge of the Country and Mode of tranfafting Bufinefs there, that this Propofuion was previ- 
onfly known to the Chief Juftice before it was moved at the Board ? he faid, It was publickly talked of 
fevcral Days before it was moved at the Board; and he apprehends there mull have been a previous 

Communication. 
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Communiction. And being ailed. Whether tirir Apr»|"tment would have the EfTeft of deterring 
S^prTvenring any Man from conrefting the Right ot aaingrn the Country Court, when the, Pro* 
c«5 mM lhoL be held under the Sanflion and Patronage ot the Chtef Jullrce he laid. He thought 
n?PCTlbn would be apprehenf.ve of afting in the Proviueial Adaolut, under luch Santlion and Patron- 
roe nor does he conSive any Native would in tin, Calc dilpure the Power, ol the Provincial Adau- 
?m,' And being further ailed. If he conceived, that becaule the Cliwl Ju lice ha, aceepted tlie 
Omceot Siiperinrendent, that ihe Puifne Judges have given up any ot Aeir Claim, ot Jurildiaion 
he Wd He onlyfueaki of the Eflrea that the Appoiiitinent would probably have, not ot any lormal 
Renundadon of tfeit Claim, -That he believes rt was a Principle invaiiably maintained by the Su- 
imnw Comt, that every Perfon afting under the Authority or the Appoiulmeut ot die Oovernoc 
flTn«l and Council, cither Native or Europe in, was thereby rendered amenable to the Jnrildiaion 
it'die Snpre™ Court- Thar he never heard, tlral when the Chief Jnftice aecepmd tius Appoiiument, 
"y Exemption was admitted by the other Judges m havour ot Inn, ot any o her Oliieers of the 
Sudd“ Dewaunce Adaulut-Tliat each Judge ha, eunllanlly cxerciled the- Power ot reeemog 
Affidavits to the Jutifdiflion of the Court, and ,nu,i,g I'locel, thet, upon And being alk,,^^, 
Whether it is las Opinion, that either of the Judge, might tective Coinplainis, and iffiie Pioctls 
.sainft any Officer of the Sudder Dewannee Adauint, ill the lame Degiee a, thev ufe^ to do or 
might have done, before the Appointment of the Chid Juft, ce ,0 act a, Judge in hat Court? he 
raid He does not fee how they could refule to aA upon Application being made to them— That he 
does not *now if this Appointment was approved of by the other Judges or it it wa, agreeable to 
ihem-That he never heard of Sir Elijah Impey having ever offered In, Service, r„ attend the l)c- 
wannee Court, in Otrality of AllirlTor, not claiming a Voice, bnc fimply to grve Advrce-1 hat 
he never heard of hfc H.ftings having, during the IJilputes wuh the Court, exj, relied an Opinion 
rcfpefling the Jullicc or Moderation of the Chief Jufticc s Condufi towa'd' .'bo Country Cmiris, or 
PieMenlbei , of tlicni. — And being ailed. It the Conduct ot the duet Jullicc in thole Relpcflsappear- 
to h. m ju^^ or w?e,her it wa. gene, ally eftcemed fo ? he hud It they had, he Ihould 

hot have lubfcnbcd to the I'etition which had been prsfented to the Unde ol Commons. And 
being further ailed, Whether he ha, heard that the Chiet Jullicc had repreknted the Proceeding, 
of Mr. Hallines and the Council General as unjuft or niilchicvous to the Intercll of lire Country, or 
prdudicial to .he Eale and Welfare of the Natives? he hud. He dues not recolka any 
1, articular Inftances-, but he ha, always underftood that earl, I, n.e prole, red Complaints againft 
ihe othc' -A, d bring ailed. Whether Iron, the Tiitic of die Separation ol the Provincial Councils 
from die'Proviiic.al Hewannec Adaululs, h. knows of any dangerous Corirperirio,., between thole 
Two Authori'ifs ? he laid. In Dacca none-, but there have been violent Contentions between the 
Provincial Council at Patna, and the vSuperintendent ot that Provincial Adaulut; mutual Accufations 
had been preferred i and when he left India, all Parties were attending at Calcutta, that ihcir Dii^ 
putes mJht be adjufted by the Governor General and Council-l'hat the Contennon wa, principally 
about the Extent of their Jurifdiaions, and on Matters ot Complaint by the Supei intcndcnt aoainll 
fome Mcmbcrn of the Council, for Mal-ad.iiiniftration-l hat the Natives complained in many In- 
ftanccs, ot the OiTicers of the Supreme Court, through the Dacca uoard, to me Supreme Council, as 
will appear by the Records— That the Provincial Courts, particularly at Dacca, aded with more 
Confidence and lels Apprehenfion after June 1780 , from an Idea tliat the Powers of the Supreme 
Court would iiot be exerciled againft them whilft ading in tlieir leveral Station.s ; that there was 
no public Declaiatiun to that Efied, from the Supreme Court, that he knows of; he Ipeaks of the 
Operation th.it the Reconciliaiion had upon his Mind.— And being afkcd, ^^ho or what was 
the Caufe of the Hazards that the Superior of the Provincial Dewannee Adauluts, or Councils, were 
aliened to be expofed to in the Rxerrife of their Fundions ? he faid. They apprehended perional 
A(5t?ons in the Supreme Court, and he himfelf was threatened with one by Lawyers of tliat Court 
for doing his Duty as Superintendent of the t, ourt ot Dewannee Adaulut at Dacca.— And being fur- 
ther afked. Whether the Supreme Court countcnanccil thole Adions? he laid. It appears that they 
admitted them, and the Committee are already in Poflellion of Mr. Juftice Hydes Letter to Cap- 
tain Cowe, refpcifting the Dacca Difputc, where Mr. Peat, the Attorney, fliot the Brother of the 

Fouzdar That Mr. Haftings attributed the Difrcgard that had been fhewn to the Authority of 

the Provincial Courts, to the Interference of the Supreme Court and its Dependents— i^ftcr the Re- 
conciliation had taken place, there was no Meafurft taken with Regard to the Mahomedan Lawyers 
conBned in the Gaol of Calcutta, that he knows of;- nor does he know of any Thing done towards 
an Indemnity to Mr. Swainfton, for the Imprifonmcnt he had fuflcrcd.— And being a(l<cd, Whether 
it was fuppofed that Mr. Naylor’s Death was occafioned or accelerated by his Imprifonmcnt.? he 
faid, He vifitcd Mr. Naylor when he was in Prifon ; he was then complaining, and had been ill 
fome Time, of a Dyfentcry, but he does not think his Conanement either occafioned or accelerated 
his Death ; though his Situation was certainly uncomfortable, it not unwholcfome — 1 hat Mr. Nay- 
lor was confined in a Tent, pitched within the Fore Walls of the Prifon \ that the Heat was 
Intenfe, and the Place altogether very difagrecable ; that his Wife died fome I ime before him, whilft 
he was in Prifon, and he left One Child— That he never heard of anyCompenfation being made to the 
Orphan Child of Mr. Naylor, .upon the Reconciliation between Sir F.lijah Impey and the Governor 
General, for the Sufferings of the Father by Imprifonmcnt by the Supreme Court j and that the 
Imprifonmcnt of Mr. Naylor was deemed a hard Mcafurc in that Country. 
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Major John Scott being examined, faid That he ferved in India Fifteen Years-^That he is now t 
Major in the Company’s Service on the Bengal Ellablifhmcnt — For the laft Two Years he was Aid 
drift Camp to the Governor General, and officiateil as one of his private Secretaries, except the laic 
Three Months, v/hen he commanded a Battalion of Sepoys in the Garrifon of Chunargur That he 
left Calcutta the 9th of January 1781, and Madras the i8ih of February following', that he arrived 
at London the i8th of December — I'hat the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to the Office of Su- 
perintendent of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, had taken place before he left Calcutta, but whether 
the official Arrangements were compleated or not, he is not certain— That he believes Sir Elijah 
Impey had not then entered upon the Duties of his Office — That there was no Salary annexed to the 
Office before he left India, to his Knowledge; but he did hear in the Courfe of Converfation, that 
the Expenccs of tire Office would be to the Company about 5000 Rupees a Month— That he heard 
of this Appointment as he was coming down from Chunargur and at Calcutta— That he did receive 
Letters from Bengal while he was at Madras ; they did not inform him of any Salary being annexed 
to the Office— He had a very long Letter from Mr. Haftings, dated the 29th of January 1781, de- 
feribing the political Situation of Bengal at that Time, and fome internal Arrangements which had 
been formed at Calcutta, but no Mention was made of any Salary.— And being afleed, Whether hc 
knew of its being in Agitation to annex a Salary, when he left Calcutta ? he faid. That he did undcr- 
fiand that 5000 Rupees a Month was to be the Expence of this new Eftablifhment, but whether the 
Wliolc or any Part of this Sum was for Sir Elijah Impey himfclf, he could not tell— That the Go- 
vernor General and Council could undoubtedly annex a Salary to the Office, without its coming to 
his Knowledge ; but he begs Leave to fay, that Mr. Haftings has appointed him his Agent in Eng- 
land for the Purpofe of explaining any Part of his public Conduft, which fliould be an Objed of En- 
quiry (Vide Appendix N* 10), and to enable him to do this, he has furnilhed hin> with Copies of the 
molt material Proceedings in Bengal for the laft 1 hree Years ; amongft the reft, he has Copies of the 
Proceedings of the Supreme Council, when Sir Elijah Impey’s Appointment was propofed by the Go- 
vernor General ; and he does not find any Mention of a Salary — That he believes the Date of the laft 
Proceedings of the Council General, of which he isfurniffied with Copies by the Governor General, is 
the 8th of January 1781, and that the Date of the laft Proceedings, of which he is in PolTelfion, re- 
htiOe to Sir Elijah Impey’s Appointment, is the Day of Oftober 1780 — That he conceives 

the Motives of the Governor General in the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey, were pure and difin- 
terefted that he conceived the Intereft of the Haft India Company had been very materially affefled 
in Bengal, by the unfortunate Contention between the Council General and the Court of Judicature, 
and that Sir Elijah Inipey’s Appointment would put a.Stop to it; he alfo thinks there was another 
Object in view, which was, the equal Diftribution of Juftice throughout the Provinces. — And being 
afkcd, VVhether at the Time of the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey, he knew the State of the DiL 
pute between the Governor General and Council and the Supreme Court ? he faid. He believed the 
Chief Juftice w.ts uniform in his Declarations, that he would fupport the Authority of the Court to 
the utmoft of his Power — That he docs not recolleft any Inftanccs fubfequent to the Affair of Coffi- 
jurah, in which the Procefs of the Court had been refifted by the Council Genet al— That he is pretty 
clear, that no Claims of Jurifdiftion which had been difputcd, had been relinquifhcd by the Supreme 
Court— I'hat he apprehends the Confequenees of the Diffenlion between tJic Council General and the 
Supreme Court, and the Peace of the Settlement, and the ordinary Courfe of Juftice, to have required 
a Remedy at the Time of the Appointment — And being alkcd. Whether he apprehended that they 
rendered an im.mediatc Rensedy defirablc ? he faid. They certainly did ; becaufc the Company were 
at that rime engaged in a very expenfive War with the Marattas ; they had juft received Intelligence 
of the Invafion of the Carnatic, the Defeat of a very confiderable Detachment there, the Retreat of 
Sir I ledor Monro to Madras, and were apprehenfive of tlie Arrival of a French Armansent from the 
Mauiitius ; it was ncccffary to fend 600 Europeans, ill as they could fpare them, from Bengal to the 
Coaft, and a very confiderable Supply of Treafure ; under thefe Circumftances, he thinks, it was 
ncccffary to prclerve our remaining Refources in Bengal, as complcat as poffible ; and he fpeaks with 
Confidence, that the Revenues of the Provinces would have been very materially affeded, and the 
Minds of the Natives, as well as the Europeans, greatly agitated by a Continuance of thofe Diffen- 
tions — That he knew of the Governor General and Council having lent a Petition to Parliament, and 
having made Reprefentations to the Court of Diredors, upon the Subjedt of thefe Difputes — That in 
Times lefs critical he ftiould fuppofe it would have beci) the Duty of Mr. Haftings to wait for 
Determination from England, before he fiiould take any Meafures or hU own upon the Subjed, but 
not as they were then fmiated — That he conceives the Reftftance made by the Council General to the 
Procefs of the Court, and the Orders given by the Council on the Affair of Coffijurah, to have, 
in fome Mcafure, but by no Means completely, removed the ill Confequenees of thofe Diffentions, 
by deciding the Queftion for a Time by the Supreme Power of the Council- That he thinks 
the Country could not have continued with Safety in its adual State, after the Affair of Coffi- 
jurah, until a Dccifion could be had from England, becaufc the Officers of the Supreme Court 
paid no Refped either to the Religion or the Prejudices of the Natives in executing the Procefs 
of the Court, and that there would have been as many. Proceffes as heretofbre ilTued by the 
Court. — And being afked, Whether the Determination of the Council General to refill fuch 
Procefs, would not have prevented their ill Effeds ? he faid, the Interference of the Council 
General, would prevent the Gaol of Calcutta from being filled with the Natives, but their Re- 
ligion would be affeded, and their Prejudices would be hurt, by the Mode in which thofe Pro- 
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cefles would be fcrved — That he thinks the K,nowkdgc the Country had of the Council Gene- 
ral’s Determination, to refill the Proccfs of the Court in certain Cafes, would not have prevented 
Frequent Applications to the Supreme Court i in a Country fo extenfive as Bengal, there muft be 
many Natives who would rather wiQi to apply to the Court from a View of impeding rather 
than forwarding Jufticc — He thinks, that the Appointment of Sir Elijah Itnpcy was not intended 
as permanent; he believes Mr. Mailings intended it as a temporary Meafure, it being very un- 
certain when the Decifion of Parliament would be received ; that Appointment could by no 
Means, in his Opinion, preclude the Eifcdl of any Determination from England, when it Ihould 
arrive — That he thinks this Appointment put a complete Scop to the Diflentions between the 
Council General and the Supreme Court — He believes the Appointment was agreeable to the 
reft of the Judges ; he cannot fpeak with Certainty j he never heard to the contrary, which he 
thinks he muft have done, if it had been difagrceable — That he undcrilands the Diflention between 
the Governor General and Council and the other Judges to be at an bind — He does not know 
of any Advantage accruing to the other Judges from this Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey. — > 
And being afked. In what Manner he conceived the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to have 
produced a Reconciliation with the other Judges? he laid, He knew no Reafon why it flwuld 
have affefled the other Judges j but he always confidercd Sir Elijah Impey as the mod feli- 
citous to carry the Powers of the Court to their utmoft Extent — That he does not know of any Ad- 
vantage lately granted by the Governor General and Council to the ocher Judges, but lie heard be- 
fore he left Calcutta, that the Governor General and Council and the Judges had framed I'ome Laws, 
which were very much wanted, for the better Regulation of the Police of Calcutta ; he believes Sir 
Robert Chambers is placed at the Head of the Office of Police, from whence fomc pecuniary Ad- 
vantages might occur, but the Expcnce is to be defrayed by the Inhabitants — That he conceives 
the Opinion of the European Inhabitants of Bengal, on the Appointment of Sir Elijal^ Impey, to 
be, that it would promote an equal Diftribution of Juftice, that it would prevent Appeals to the Su- 
preme Court, and that it would prove a very confiderable Saving to the Eaft India Company ; lie be- 
lieves the Company’s Servants did not approve this Appointment, becaufe they thought it would 
materially affcil their Authority, but by what he could underftand, it was generally thought by the 
Briciffi Subjects at large, that it would be attended with very beneficial Effeds to the Natives, and 
to the Eaft India Company — That he conceives it would produce a Saving to the Kali India Com- 
pany, by a very confiderable Diminution of their Law Charges, and by preventing Appeals to the 
Supreme Court on Matters of Revenue, which, as he underftood, were attended with a very coiifidcr- 
ablc Dedudion of the Revenues ; he only fpcaks from what he has heard, being totally ignorant of 
Matters of Revenue and Law — That he does not know the general Amount of the Company’s Law 
Charges ; he has heard it allertcd in Converfation, that the Expcnces of the Supreme Court, and the 
Lofs of Revenues in confequence of Appeals made to that Court finte its Inllitution, amounted to 
about a Million Sterling — I'hat he conceives this Appointment would afled the equal Diftribution 
of Juftice in the Provinces by the Company’s Servants, who prefide at the different Country Courts, 
having their Decifions appealed to Sir Elijah Impcy-*-That the fame Appeals were undoubtedly made 
to Sir Elijah Impey by the Suits in the Supreme Court; but he imagines that Sir Elijah Impey in 
his Decifions was bound by the ftrid Letter of the Engliffi Law, which he docs not underftand he is 
by his prefent Appointment ; and that it was the vexatious Forms of the Supreme Court, which the 
Natives complained of, and not of the Juftice of Sir Elijah Impey or the Court in their Decifions— 
That the Members of the Provincial Adauluts feel thcmfelves much more fccure, to his Knowledge, 
in the Difehargeof their Offices, in confequence of this Appointment; before the Appointment took 
place, they were afraid to ad at all, apprehenfive they Ihould be obliged to anfwer from their private 
fortunes for any Decifions which Ihould be reverfed by an Appeal to the Supreme Court — That lie 
does not underftand that Appeals regularly lay from the Provincial Adauluts to the Supreme Court ; but 
after the celebrated Patna Caufe, he conceives, that under one Mode or another, every Native of the 
Provinces was at the PIcafure of the Judges amenable to the Power of the Court — That he left Calcutta, 
to proceed to Chunargur the 23d of June 1780, and returned to Calcutta the 13th of December, 
1780 — That he was not in Calcutta at the Time the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey was made. — 
And being alked. From what Channels he collcded the Information he had given relative to this 
Appointment, and the Effeds of the Appointment ? he faid. From Converfation at Cluinar, 
Benares, and on his Way to, and in, Calcutta— That the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey would 
cfTcdually prevent the Interference of the Supreme Court in Matters of Revenue, which was the 
grand Article of Advantage to the Lawyers, and that they muft either get into the Army, or return 
to England ; and fome of the Attornies of the Court had adually got into the Army before he left 
the Country.— And the Witnefs faid. What Mr. Haftings told him, he (peaks pofitively, “ that he 
“ was fenfiblc the Appointment would be mifreprefenttd, and that he Ihould incur miicli Odium by 
” it at Home, but that he trufted to the Rcdlitudc of his own Intentions and the beneficial Confe- 
“ quenccs which he was furc would refult from it, for his Juftification.”— That there were fome 
Attornies of the Supreme Court, who came out originally Cadets, and quitted the Army for the 
Pradice of the Court, and in the late Want of Officers, they have been received again into the 
Army, upon the Eftablifhment, as Cadets— That he docs not know that there ever was any DilTeii- 
tion between the Puifne Judges and the Governor General and Council, except that in the Coftijurah 
Affair, they agreed with the Chief Juftice. — And being afked, As he was come on the Part of Mr. 
Haftings, to explain every Part of his Condud, what Means he has of explaining what happened, 
5 when 
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when he was not at Calcutta ? he faid, On his Return to Calcutta, he had Acccfs to tlie Records, anj 
was furnilhed with Copies of all the material Tranfaftions which happened betwex-n the 23d of June 
and the 13th of December— That the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey had then taken place— 
That he does not know of the Powers and Conftitiition of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, 
as they are to be excrciled by Sir Elijah Impey ; he underflands that it is a Court of Appeal from 
the Decilions of the Country Courts of judicature in civil Caufes, and no more — He does not know 
that Mr. Haftings had declared, that the Opinion now given by him was erroneous and ilU 
founded, nor docs he know what Mcafurcs have been taken to prevent tire clafhing of Jurifdiflion 
between the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut and the Supreme Court— That Mr. Haftings 
certainly thought himfclf in the Right in oppofing Sir Elijah Impey, who Was the moft folicitous to 
carry the Powers of the Court to its utmoft Extent. — And being afked. Whether Mr. Haftings 
thought Sir Elijah Impey had exceeded the legal Extent of the Poweis of the Court, or endeavoured 
to ftretch thofe legal Powers beyond the Extent of the Purpofes for which they were given ? he Did, 
Mr. Haliings, he could fay with Certainty, was of Opinion, that the Britilh Parliament did not 
mean to fiibjedt Natives of India, circumllanced as the Rajah of Coftijurah was, to be amenable to 
the JuiirdicVion of the Supreme Court; and he was confirmed in that Opinion, by the Sentiments of 
the Advocate General — '1 hat he docs not know that Mr. Haftings took the Advocate General's 
Opinion, or that of the other Judges, or any other Law Opinion, before he propofed this Appoint- 
ment in Council — 'l’h.at the Chief Jullicc had nor, to his Knowledge, made any Declaration con- 
cerning his Change of Opinion of the Extent of the Powers of the Supreme Court, either before or 
fince his Acceptance of the Appointment, nor the other Judges as he knows of— That he believes 
Mr. 1 laftings has not changed his Opinion concerning the milchievous Confequences of thofe Powers, 
and of their being contrary t ) the Spirit of the Abl which appointed them -, bccaufc he wul iccol- 
le6ts Mr. I ladings telling him, before he left Calcutta, that he hoped the Britifh Parlianieni would 
fake the State of the Supreme Court of Judicature into Confidemtion, and regulate their IWers — 
'f'hat he believes the Patna Caule was one of thofe where Mr. Haftings confidcied the Stijjrcme 
Couit having exceeded its Powers, and aded opprefllvely ; and he never heard tliat there was a Second 
Opinion upon it in Mengal, except by the Gentlemen immediately concerned in the Supreme Court 
— 1 hat the P.ttna Magiftrates were confined in the Gaol of Calcutta upon a Judgment, fuppofed to 
be excelfive and beyond their Powers to pay. —And being afked, What was Mr. Haftings’s Opinion 
upon this 'I'r.infadtion ? he faid, He does not remember hearing him give an Opinion, but the Cafe 
V'.is fq plain, that he muft have thought as every body elfe did — That Sir Mij.ih Impey, never to 
his Kiiowletlge, acknowledged th.it he was miftaken in that Bufincfs, or made or tendered any Sacis- 
faftion to the Parties wdio fuffered under that Judgment; on the contrary, he taltcs it for granted 
he atftcd in that Manner, bccaufc he thought himfclf in the Right. — And being afketl, Whether Mr. 
Haftings thought, that exclufive of the legal Merits of this C^ieftion, that Sir Elijah Impey con- 
duced himfelt in this Cafe, ami in other Cafes in which Mr, Haftings oppofed him (fometimcs by 
defending the Parties at Law, and fometimcs by oppofing the I’roccfs of the Couit by a Military Force) 
■with I'emjier, Prudence, and Moderation ? lie laid, '1 hat he believes Mr, l lallings thoughr, that the 
Conduct of the Court was very violent — That he underltands, that by the Nature of the Couit of 
Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, riic Chief Juftice has I'omc Supcrintemlency by Appe.il, or otherwife 
over the Natives of the Country — i'hat he does not know that Sir Elijah In pey has tx^'clTed a very 
night Degree of Regard and Attention to the religious Ki-hts, Manners, Ctmoms, and e.aws of the 
Natives ; but the Officers ailing under the Authority of the Couii at Coffijurah, did undoubtedly pro- 
ceed to \’ioIcnces, which might have been attended with very lerious Conlequences. — And bein>T affied 
Whether it did not .appear to the Miinls of the Briiifti Subjects, or to the Natives in general, or^to Mr! 
Flaftings in particular, that a Contempt of thofe Laws and Ufages had been frequently difcernible iii 
the Proceedings of the Supreme Court.? he laid. Yes, he can anfwtr for the Natives and Btitilli Subjects ; 
he was one of 648 who ligncd a I'ciit.on to Parliament to remedy the Grievances complained of! 
which weie undoubtedly as the Qiieflion ftates — That Mr. Haftings never expreffed a d.ffercnt Opi! 
nion to him — That he never heard it furmilcd, that Sir Elijah Impey dilTcnted from the other Judges 
of the Court on thofe Matters which gave lb much Offence ; on the contrary, he believes, lie was 
full as aftive as any of the other Judges.— And being further aficed, Sir Elijah impey’s Opinions bcin«- 
tinrctraded, and he ftill remaining Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court, how did his Appointment to 
the Sudder Dcw.inncc Adaulut operate to put an End to the Difputes between the Government and 
that Court ? he fakl, How it could operate he does not know 5 but it was looked upon, the Difputes 
were at an End— That he knows Sir Elijah Impey and die reft of the Judges perfonally, and that it 
all_That he never heard them talk upon this Subjeft in his Life— That from the Time the Order of 
the Governor General and Council w.is iffued, not to obey the Procefs of the Supreme Court m the 
Cafes theicin deferibed, no Caufc* that he knows of was agitated in the Court, which mif^ht give Rife 
to another interpofition of the fame Nature.— And being afked. Whether a Salary wa^not propofed 
in Conlultation at the Board, on the 24th of Oftober 1780, for Sir El jah Impey, by Mr Haftings ? 
he laid, He believes he has no Copy of the Proceedings of that Dajr.— And being aftted, Ashe was 
private Secretary to Mr. Haftings, how it comes that a Matter of iuch Confequence did not come to 
ms Knowledge ? he latit, When the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey took Place, he was doing Duty 
at the Garnlon at Chunar ; he came to Calcutta the 13th of December, and left it the oth of January- 
following. And being further alked. As he w.as near a Month in Calcutta, and that Two Months 
after the Appointment Itad taken Place, how it came that Mr. Hbllings did not mention to him a 

Matrcf 
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Matter of that Importance ? he faid, He conceived that Mr. Haftings fuppofed that he had a Copy 
of the Proceedings of the 24th of Oftober ; and that he alluded amon^fl: other Things to the Salary, 
when he told him he fuppofed he fliould incur much Odium by the Mcafure— That he really did not 
know how it came, that Mr. Hailings (having charged him With his Defence againft that Odium, as 
well as other Mattefs of Charge) made no Mention at all of the Salary, except a remote Allufion ; 
but he believes moil folemnly that Mr Ballings trufted to 0 c Reditude of his own Intentions, the 
Kafe of the Natives, and the Saving to the Company, for his juftificarion. And bting alked, Whether 
he gave him thofe Things in Charge to allege for hint without mentioning the Salary, the Amount 
of it, or any other Particular relative to it he faid. He dare fay Mr. Hauings thought that he had a 
Copy of that Conlultation in which a Salary is propofed } — he had no particular Inftrudions refpeding 
this Appointment of Sir Elijah Impcy j but he begs Leave to read Part of a Paragraph of a Letter 
from Mr. Hailings to him, dated Fort William, 5th January 1781 i and received By him that Day. 

“ 1 rely on your Fricndlhip for your general Attention to fuch Foints as may in any Manner 
“ affed my Authority, or the intereft and Credit of my Adminlftration.” 

And being afleed. Whether, as no particular Difeourfe palTed on this Subjed between Mr; Hailings 
and him, he was furnifhed with any written Documents before he left Calcutta, or afterwards, by 
Mr. Hailings, concerning this Salary ? he faid. He never was ; but he is convinced that Mr. Hailings 
thought he had the Subjed compleat before him — That he cannot conceive how this Paper alone 
cfcaped his Refcarches and Mr. Hailings‘s Communication j except that the Proceedings with refped 
to the Salary might have been entered at a Board of infpedion or Board of Revenue; and, in the 
Hurry of his coming away, he brought no Papers from either of thofe Offices — Thar he received 
ibme Papers from Mr. Hailings whilil he was at Madras, the 29th of January 1781 — That 
undoubtedly thofe Twenty Days were fufficient for Mr. Hailings to furiiifli him with the Docu^ 
ments which had been omitted, and which might tend to explain a Condud which he con- 
ceived was likely to fubjed him to Odium in England, if Mr. Hailings had fuppofed that he 
had not had the Subjed compleat before him— That he has not had any verbal Communication, or 
Communication by Letter, with Mr. Hailings, nor written Document concerning the Propofuion of 
that Salary ; he never entertained a Doubt but that a Salary would be annexed to fuch an Office 
— That there never had been a Difcontinuance of FYiendihip and Intimacy, or mutual Vifits, 
between the Governor General and the Chief Juilice — The only Time he ever flipped .at Sit 
Elijah Impey’s, was with the Governor General and his Family in the Height of the Difputcs in the 
Coilijurah Caiife — That he does not know whether Sir Elijah Impey’s private Opinion concerning 
his Appointment to the Office of Superintendent of the Siidder Dewannee Adaulut was taken by the 
Governor General, but he ihould imaoine that he did communicate it to Sir Elijah Impey.— And 
being alked, If he thought a Bufinefs of fuch Importance, as a Salary to that Office, could be propofed 
by the Governor General without a previous Communication with the Chief Juftice, or propofed at 
the Board, if he had exprefled his Uifapprobation of it ? he faid, Yes, he thought from Delicacy it 
might have been propolcd without Communication; nor does he conceive, that if Sir F’lijah Impey 
had exprelTed a pointed Difapprobation, that Mr. Hadings would have propofed it. — And lieing 
further afkcd. In what the Delicacy confifts of the ^pointing a competent Salary for the Difeharge 
of an honourable and very laborious Office, as it is (taced to be in the Minute of Appointment? ne 
laid, He does not know ; in his Opinion, he thinks it would have been an improper Converfation 
between the Governor General and the Chief Juftice j nor does he believe that a Converfation con-» 
cerning a Salary was ever held between the Governor General and Sir Elijah Impey— That he had 
heard it allertcd in Converfation, that a Salary was cither fixed or intended, but he had no Doubt 
one was intended — He thinks that it could not be a Matter of public Converfation at Calcutta, and 
Sii Elijah Impey not know it — That he thinks fuch a Minute, fo cflentially concerning the Chief 
Juftice, could not be entered on the Confultation Books, without being afterwards communicated to 
Sir Elijah Impey •, becaufc it was aflerted in one of the Minutes, that to accept of a Salary for the 
Office would be illegal j he did not hear that Sir Elijah Impey had declared any Opinion concerning 
the Legality or Illegality, Propriety or Impropriety, of it — That he docs not know whether the 
Natives underilood that he was to have a Salary or not, as he never converfed with any of them, 
hnt die Britilh Subjeifls undoubtedly did — 'I'here was a Suit inftituted in the Supreme Court on the 
Part of a Native, called Coffinaut Baboo. — And being afleed, Whether the Chief Juftxe did not 
declare. That Colfinaut Baboo had not .applied to the Supreme Court for Juftice, until he had been 
denied it by the Governor General and Council in their Revenue Department ? he faid. He doea 
not recoiled; but he thinks it probable— That he does not know whether the Judges confidcred the 
Condud ot lome of the Company’s Servants in that Caufe as corrupt and partial — That he heard that 
Coflin.aut Baboo liad withdrawn his Adion from that Court — And being afkcd. Whether the Chief 
Jullicc did attribute his Defertion of the Suit to a Convidion of the Invalidity of his Claim, or to the 
Dread of the Powers of the Governor General and Council ? he faid. He docs not know ; but if he 
was to give an Opinion, he fhould think the latter. — And being further afkcd. What was done in 
the late Lompromile, to fecure Coffinaut Baboo that Juftice which, in the Chief Jufticc’s Opinion, 
had been denied to him by the Governor General and Council, and which it was his Opinion alfo, 
that none but the Supreme Court could give ? he faid. He ca.anot tell ; but lie underftood that the 
Govern jr General and Council had decided to the Saiisfadion of Coffinaut Baboo — I'hat he never 
Sel. Com. Kep. I. H heard 
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heard whether any Thing was done to fupport kLw that any Satisfaftiort 

which in that Cafe was fuppofed to have '>f " Chief Juftice’s Opinion, had refufed 

was given to the Court that the ame ^ ^is Suit, had not alfo obliged h,m to ap. 

Jufticc to Coflinaiit Baboo and ^fco^ncil had allotted him.— Says, He confiders 

near contented with what the Governor General Co“ 1 ^ General Mr. Hallings, as 

the Letter of the 5th of January 1781, which has notified it publicly in the Ge- 

his Appointment to be h.s Agent in "fl Calcutta, on the 9th of January 178,. 

neral Letter to the Court of Directors Tha Council General to the Chief Juftice, 

lie had not any Information, th.u a Salary was vo y ij^yc that a Salary has been fixed, 

a, S>,pcrin,.ndJ„, of di. upon looWog 

liom what he has heard, in ' o i’ „ mentioned he was led to believe that all tlvt 

over his Copic.s of Proceedings, .ind not fine mg c fim concluded. And being aflted. If he had 

Arrangements, including the Salary, had not e . ^ J , • departure from Calcutta.^ faid. That 
any Doubt upon his Mind that a Salary vvas ixc p„]j.p,,a bccaufe it was not mentioneef in the 
he has a Doubt whether ir was fixed or not when he leL f Wliether he 

Copies of the Proceedings, but he has no Doubt it was >f ‘ ^ “d bVen ft ted in 

Iii'l anv Doubts wow of Its having fince taken place!* he laid, As a Dimculty naa 
point ot Law, he had, and has ftill, bis Doubts, but .as far as his Intelligence ^je 

J-inc the Appointment and Salary had taken place ;-he does not immediately recollect by whom 
that Icrral OimcLilcy was (tarteJ, but he thinks it is in one of the Minutes of the Council — 1 hat he 
imaj^ines the Judges of the Suprenae Court niull have known of Iiis Departure t*om Bengal, 
ch.irgecl with Dilpatches from the Governor General of a later Date than any which hatf 
been' lent by the Company’s Ships, bccaufc it was a Matter of public Notoriety mentioned 
in General Orders, and ‘in the Calcutta Gazette — I'hat neither Sm Elijah Impey, nor any of tlie 
other Judges, did defjrc him to carry any written Diljiatchcs, or to give any Explanation on 
tluir Behalf, on the Subjedt of the Compromife which had lately taken place in Bengal ; Sir Eli- 
jah Impey arrived in Calcutta the Day hefoic he came away ; Two Danilli liafl Indiamcn failed at 
the fame Time with levcral Englifli Paffengers on Board — That he does not know whether any 
Terfon is charged w'ith Difpatches from them — That Sir Elijah Impey’s Ariival vvas from Moor- 
fliedabad at Calcutta ; that the Poll travels from Calcutta to Moorfliedabad in Thirty Hours, and 
goes every 13 ay — 'That he was clrugcd with Public Dilpatches to the Court of Directors *, they were 
dated between the Firlt and the Ninth of January 1781 — I'hat he confiders Sir Eljah Impey's Ap- 
j)aintmcnc to be held during Pleafure — He d(;es not know of any other Motives than thole he has 
a/lif-ned, which induced the Council Cicneral to appoint Sir Elijah Impey to fuperintend the Sudder 
.innec Adaiilut, and he firmly believes there were none — Nor does he know of any other Motives 
than thole he li.is .alTigncd, tliat induced .Sir Llijali Impey to .accept the Ofiice— -That Mr. Haftings 
and Mr. Whelcr were the Berfons that compofed the Council General after the Departure of Mr. 
Francis to Europe , Sir Kyre Coote w.as gone to the Coalt upon Duty. — He thinks he has heard tliac 
the Difputcs between the I’tovincial Councils and the Superintendents of the Dewannee Adauluts, was 
one Real'on adignetl by Mr. Haftings for propofing the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey ; that he 
cannot politivcly tell whetlicr I'uch Difputcs did exift, but he Ihould fuppole they did — He pcrfcflly 
well retollcds hearing that it was impollible that the Siijrerintcndcnts of the Provincial Courts of 
Adaulut ftiould be able to perform their Offices without fomc new Regulations , and he rccollcds 
one of the Gentlemen wlio was Superintendent of a Provincial Court, laying, how difficult it was to 
perform the Duties of it, and the Appointment to his Knovdedge was declined by one of the Com- 
pany’s Servants for that Reafon. — .Anti being aficed. If futh Difputcs did cxift betwixt the Members 
of l!ic Provincial Councils and the Superintendents of the Provincial Dewannee Adaulut?, being the 
Company’s .Servants, what Authority does he think moft competent to decide efteftually upon I'ucli 
Diiputcs ? he laid, 'Phe Authority of the Governor General and Council immediately, or the Perfons 
to whom they delegate their Authority. — Ami being afIced, If the future Welfare of every Servant 
of the Company docs not depend upon his due Obedience to the Orders of the Council General.^ 
he faid, It would, if the Government was firmly eftabliflictl, bur he has feen no fixed Government 
in Bengal for Seven Years, cither from Changes or Rumours of Changes — That the Council General 
have a Power of recalling from his Station, and fufpending from the Service, any Servant of the 
Company 4 which Power lias been frequently exercifed — Tha"t the Chief Jufticc has not any Power 
over the Servants of the Company, except what is given him by Charter for the Adminiftration of 
Jufticc in due Courfe of L,a\v — He is not fufiiciently Matter of the Subjeft to know what Obedience he 
can exait and enforce to his Dccifions as Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut — He does not know 
to which Authority that of the Governor General .and Councilor that of the Chief Jufticc, tlie Mem- 
bers of the Provincial Councils, and the Superintendents of the Provincial Dewannee Adauluts, wilt 
jiay the moft Refped, but in his own Cafe, he fliouki certainly obey the Orders of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council— As far as he c;ui recoiled, the general Opinion of the Officers of the Army, 
upon the Chief Jufticc’s Proceedings againft Lieutenant Colonel Achminy and Lieutenant Bomford, 
for their Condud at Coflijurah, in Obedience to the Orders of the Governor General and Council, 
was, that his Condud was very violent.— And being affied, What Opinion did the Officers of the 
Army entertain of their own Situation, when, if they did not obey the Orders of that Power from 
winch they received tluir Commiffions, they were liable to be tried by a General Court Martial for 
Dilobcdienec of Order?, and if tlicy did obev thofc Oidcrs, they aded againft the King’s Charter of 
5 Juftice^ 
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Jufticr, and were profecuted for a Contempt of the King’s Authority by the Judges of the Supreme 
Court ? he faid, He believed they thought ch^ir Situations dangerous ; but he thinks the Officers in 
general would have obeyed the Orders of the Governor General and Council at all Events — That he 
never heard there were any Conlultations held by the Officers of the Army under thole very particu* 
lar Circumftanccs 5^ but it was a Matter of general Converfation and Alarm, and he never heard a 
DiHerenceof Opinion upon the Subjeft. 

Your Committee then called again before them, Philip Francis, Efquire ; who was afleed, If he was 
acquainted with the Ellabliflimcnt of an Ordinance of Police that had taken place at Calcutta, at the 
Head of which Sir Robert Chambers was placed, and from which he might derive pecuniary Emo- 
luments ? he faid, He was *, and that a little Time before he left Calcutta, a Plan for the future Regu. 
lation of the Police of that Town, and other Purpofes, had been tranimitted, in the Form of an Ordi- 
nance, by the Governor General and Council, to the Supreme Court, in order to be regiftered there, 
and finally pafied, as the Law direds — For the Execution of this Ordinance it was necefl'ary that cer- 
tain Commilfioners (hould be appointed; and as the Objcdl of it was conneded with and materially 
nfitded the Intercfts of the Houfeholders at Calcutta, it was thought right that the CommiHioners 
fliould be taken from among the principal Britilli Inhabitants — Sir Robert Cliambcrs is an In- 
liabitant and Houfcholdcr in Calcutta, having 'veiled a confiderable Part of his Fortune in tlie 
Purchafe of Two principal Houles ; it was therefore very natural and proper, that he fliould 
be requefted to be One of the Commiffioncrs : Having accepted of the Employment, his Rank 
of courfe placed him at the Head of the Commiffion : But he declares, that he never did hear, thac 
he or any of the Commiffioners were to be or could be benefited, in any Shape, by holding that Office ; 
no Salary, or Allowances, or Fees whatfoever for the Commiffioners, was ever mentiooed or thought 
ot to his Knowledge. — And being further affied. If he knows, from the lutelt Advices he has leccivcd, 
that any Office of Power or Emolument had been propofed for Sir Robert Chambers by the Governor 
General and Council? he faid, He has no Knowledge of any fuch Thing, diredly or iiidiredly. 

The Evidence refpeding the State of the Gaol at Calcutta, having been omitted to be inferred in 
the Judicature Report made in the lalt Seffiion, Your Committee have thought it neccffaiy to fubjoui 
tlic lame to this Report, in Appendix N** 1 1. 

iqrn.. 


Y our committee being directed to report their Obfervations on the State of the Adminiflra- 
tion of Jullice in Bengal, and in(lru 61 ed to confider how the Bricifh Pofieffions in the F.alt 
Indies may be governed with the greatefl: Security and Advancange to this Country, and by what 
Means the llappinefs of the Natives may be belt promoted ; have thought it expedient, as a Pre- 
liminary, to take into Conlideration the Proceedings of the Court of l)ire£tors of the Eafl India 
Company ; particularly where thofe Proceedings related to the Objeft of their original Inquiry, 

The Incerpofition of the General Court of that Company, in the Management of its Aflairs, is 
only occafional. The Court of Directors is the foie, ordinary, and Handing Authority which exills, 
for the Regulation and Controul of their Servants; a numerous Body of Men, polk (led of high 
and cxtenfivc Powers, and exerciling them at a very great Dillance from the Source and Seat of 
Government. 

Your Committee therefore confiders the fecuring an uncorrupt and vigilant executive AdminiHra- 
lion, in this, the ruling and prefiding Parr, as a Fundamental in every Plan which propofes Re- 
formation in the fubordinate Oeconomy of the Britilh Affairs in India. To render the Company’s 
Servants attentive to their Duty, the Diredors Ihould be rendered obfcrvanc of their own. 

It would be highly agreeable to the Wiflies of Your Committee, to difeover, by their Inquiry, that 
mere Legiflativc Regulation might be as cffedual for that Purpofc as Criminal I’rocccding. It was 
from a Preference to lenient Methods (a Preference founded rather in a Difpofuion towards fuch 
Methods, than from any Experience of their Efficacy) that a Bill of Regulation, attended with 
Indemnity, was adopted in the lad Seffion, The 1 reatment which that Bill has met with, when palled 
into an Aft of Parliament (if the Matter relied upon that Example alone) has more than fuffiiciently 
evinced, that to multiply Statutes without a drift Attention to their Execution, ferves only to en- 
creafe the Audacity of Delinquents, and to harden them in their Defiance of an Authority, wliicli 
fupports itfelf only by a feeble Repetition of Orders, which had been habitually defpifed. 

id. Your Committee obferve, that Lawrence Sulivan, Efquire, Chairman of the Court of Di- 
reflors, having been principally concerned in a Petition from the faid Court to this Houfe, againd 
feveral Proceedings of the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, was in a particular Manner 
called upon to co-operatc in the Redrefs of the Grievances therein complained of, and to forward tlie 

Execution 
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^kecution of the A6V, concerning the Bengal Judicature, which had been made in confequence of 
the Allegations of that and of other Petitions to the like EfFcdl. 

ad. That one of thte principal Articles of Grievance which appeared on the Examination into the 
Werits of thofe Petitions, related to the SuBeriogs of certain Native Magiftrates of uie City or Patna, 
and of a certain Suitor in the Provincial Court held in that City. And it appears to your Com- 
mittee, that the Matter of Grievance was well eftablifhed by Evidence. A Claufe m the JiKlicature 
bill of laft Year, was inferted for a pecuniary Compenfation to the Sufferers. Tins Claufe was given 
up, on Mr. Sulivan’s Engaaement for hinifelf and the Court of Diredbors, that the Sums contained 
In the Claufe, (bould be paid by Order of that Court. That Engagement, Your Coniijiittee conceive 
to be in the Nature of an Agreement between Parties in a private Bill t without a due Obfervance at 
which, Bufincfs cannot be well condudted in Committees upon fuch Bil)s. Eclici to Individuals 
among the Natives of India, may become a neceflary Step towards general Redrcls, and gcnei.il 
Satisfaftion. Yet Circumftances may render it advifable, that the Company, entering into the / 
of Parliament, fbould take fuch Relief upon itfelf, rather than that it fhould be made the Objeeb of 
an Ja of Parliament. In fuch Cafes, the Direfiors ought religioufly to keep their Faith. Mr. 
Sulivan himfelf has on his Examination declared, that he regarded it as his Duty, to take Caic that 
the above Compenfation fhould be made, confidering it as the Senfe of the Houle. 

3d. That Mr. Sulivan did wilfully omit to enter the Purport of the feid Agreement in the Mi- 
nutes of the Court of Dircflors (according to his Promife and Engagement) or in any ocher authentic 
Manner, to communicate the fame to the laid Court, or to take any Step whatfoever towards fulfilling 
the faid Agreement, or providing for the laid Compenfation, until the Seventh Day of December, 
after an Order had been lent from this Committee, to call for the Proceedings of the Direfbors upon 
that Subjefb. Then, and not till then, a Relblution of the Court was entered, conformably to the 
Agreement made lo early as the Month of June laft. 

4th. That Mr. Sulivan did make, or caufe to be made, an Entry in the Minutes of the Court 
of Directors, containing a falfe Account of the Subftance of a Conference between him and certain 
Members of this Houfe. 

5th. That it was Mr. .Sulivan’s Duty to fend by an Exprefs Meflenoer (if none were ready to 
depart on other Affairs) the Adb of the laft Seftion, concerning the Judicature of Bengal. This 
A(ft, among other Matters important in Nature and urgent in Point of Time, contained a Claufe 
for releafing the above fuffering Perfons, who even at the palling of the Afb, had endured a cruel 
Confinement of Two Years and upwards, in the Common Gaol of Calcutta— For a Delcription of 
which Perfons, and which Gaol, Your Committee refer to the Patna Appendix to their Report of 
laft Seftion, and to the Examination of Mr. Francis in this Report. 

6th. That Mr. Sulivan has confeffed to Your Committee, that he did not fend the faid Ad by a 
fpccial or any other Mcflengcr over Land. He has alfo confclTed, that aj Mcflengcr had, fince the 
pafling the Ad, been lent over Land ; and Your Committee has Reafon to be perluaded, that more 
than one Meflienger fince that Time had been difpatchcd by the fame Route. Mr. Sulivan, on 
his Examination, hay declared that he did not think it was incumbent on him to fend it by any 
other than a Sea Conveyance. The Ship ufed tor this Conveyance, did not fail until the latter 
End of Odober, and having met with a Oiifafter at Sea, was obliged to, return to Ireland, from 
which the had originally failed •, and at the Time of Mr. Suiivan’s Examination in Decentber, 
adually lay in the Harbour of Corke. 

It further appears in Evidence, that if Ads of Parliament arc not tranfmitted to the Governor 
General and Council tie Court of DireSors in a General Letter, and mentioned and deferibed in 
the Body of the Letter, they are not confidered in Bengal as truly authenticated, and cannot be 
promulgated by the Governor General and Council. 

Your Committee were of Opinion, that many and very great Mifehiefs might happen, if the au- 
thentic Tranfmiflion of Ads of Parliament relative to India was uonecelTarily delayed •, aod thereby 
a piivaic Communication, fhould, for any Length of Time, precede that which is regular and official 
for by their bcing^ long known before they could be confidered as ia Force, Scope would be afforded 
to the Artifices of thole whon) they were intended to reftrain, to elude, or very much to weaken their 
Operation. 

Obferving that Mr. Sulivan, on a Plea of his Duty to conceal political .Sfcrcts, wa^ uii, willing to 
give Your Committee full Infotniation on a Matter, which they conceived not to be of a Nature 
tliac could require Secrefy, ordered the Attendance of Mr. Wilks, an OlivfCT o,f the, Eaft l«.dia 
Company, now ading as Clerk to a Committee of the Court of Diredofs, called Th<^ CJon)miltc.e pf 
Secrefy, confubing of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman. 


The Evidence of Mr. Wilks afforded little Information or Satisfadion to Your Committee. 
I He 
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H« (as faf as they can collcft any Thing very diftinft from his Anfwers) has faid, that Five Copies of 
each of the Eaft India Adis of the laft Seflion, had been tranfmitted by him at thcDcfire of the Chair- 
man and Deputy (not by tlie Court of Dircdlors) with a, Paragraph itl a Letter to the Governor Gc*> 
heral and Council, dircdling their Obedience to thefc Adis of Parliament i which Diredlion he inferted 
of Courfe, on being ordered to fend the Adis of Parliament, it was collcdlcd from his Anfwers, that 
the Uiipatch was dated the Firll of Augult, and finally dilpatched the Third of that Month i that it 
was lent by Sea, and before the Difpatch fent by the Tryal Sloop. But he refufed to inform Your 
Committee of the Name of the Ship, or the Ttme of her failing, or Place from whence (he failed > 
and the Queftion being at length reduced to the mere Time of failing, he rcfuled even to inform 
Your Committee of this Particular. And being afkcd. Whether the Veffcl failed to the Tryal Sloop? 
he only anfwcredi That he had no Knowledge of her having failed to the I'ryal. Nothing material 
appeared, but that it was a private Tranfmiflion only and not fuch as is commonly reputed in India 
to be authentic and obligatory. 

Your Committee fliouid not have obferved upon this Evidence, having derived little Information 
from it, but on Account of an important Fadt which it brought to their Knowledge, and which they 
think themfclves obliged to report without Delay to the Houle : 

That an Oath liad been adminiftered to him, Mr. Wilks, on his entering in Office, by Sir 
George Wombwell, then Chairman, to the following Purport : “ That he will not communicate, 

difeover, or make known to any PerfoH whdtfoever^ dircftly or indiredlly, any of the Proceedings 
“ of that Committee.” [The Committee of Sccrefy.] 

He conceived that he could only be difpenfed with the Obligation of that OatM by the Authority 
of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman who compofed that Committee •, and that ne was fpecially by 
them rcftridlcd from communicating to this Committee, the Secrets of that Committee ; and parti* 
cularly the Circumftances of the Difpatch of the Third of Auguft •, ' but had Leave to mention the 
Date of the Difpatch, and the Time of difpatching it. 

This Oath feemed not a little to embarrafs Mr. Wilks, not only in this, but in every other Mat- 
ter on which he was examined by Your Committee. It appeared the more extraordinary^ becaufe 
(though Your Committee did not mean to derogate from their undoubted Right of afleing any Quef- 
tions which they Ihould think advifable) no Qiicftion whatfoever was afked relative to the Subjeft 
Matter of that or of any Difpatch j the Queition related folely to the Tranlmiffion, Six Months ago, 
of Five printed A£ls of Parliament ; And he himfelf informed Your Committee, “ That the fending 
** A£ls of Parliament could not be confidcred as any Part of their Proceedings as a Committee of 
“ Secrecy i” and “ as fueb^ that they had nothing to do with the Adi of Parliament.” 

Your Committee obferve. That they know of no legal Power by which that Oath was adminiftered ) 
and they conceive the total Subverfion of all judicial Proceedings, and of all Parliamentary Enquiry, 
mull cnfuc, if any Perfons are permitted to tender and receive voluntary Oaths of Secrel'y, which do 
not include an Exception to an Examination by a competent Authority. The Perfons whofe Con- 
dudl is the immediate Subjedl of Enquiry, may be (as in this Cafe they are) the only Perfons who can 
difpenfe with the Oath. They may adlually reftridl (as here they have reftridlcd) the only Evidence 
which is capable of giving latisfadlory Teftimony concerning their Proceedings. It would be to no 
Purpofe to make Adis to regulate and controul Perfons in Trull by the Eaft India Company, if they 
were, by Oaths of Sccrefy, permitted to difable the Witneftes which might prove their Breaches of 
the Law. If fuch Oaths arc allowed to be valid, they mull wholly difqualify this Committee from 
an eftedlual Obfervance of any Part of the Inftrudlions received from the Houfe. 

Your Committee are therefore of Opinion, That the giving of fuch Oath by the Chairman of the 
Company without any Authority of Law to give it, was originally unwarrantable ; and that the en- 
forcing it, with Regard to the Enquiries of a Committee of this Houfe, is a Mifdemcanor. 


Your Committee, before they conclude this Head of their Proceedings, think it neceflary to re- 
port to the Houfe, their Obfervations upon a Matter which incidentally came to their Knowledge, 
in the Courfe of their Enquiry into their F'irft Objcdl, and which they conlider as of an extraordinary 
Nature, and well deferving the ferious Attention of Parliament. 

Upon a Plan of Reformation, adopted by Parliament in the Year 1773, Mr. Francis was, with 
•thers, conftituted in the Statute which carried that Plan into Execution, a Member of the new 
Council General, formed for the Government of Bengal, and the Superintendance of the whole Ad- 
miniftration of the Britilh Affairs in India. Mr. Francis, in a Letter addrelfed to the Court of Di- 
ycflors, which is become Public, has, in diftinft and unqualified Terms, charged that Court with 
little Icfs than an entire Neglcdl of their Duty, in many of its moll eflential Pans j and in particular, 
with the conftant Support of certain of their Servants in an open Difobcdiencc of their Orders. '1 cr 
this Letter Your Committee refer in their Appendix, N* 8. 

SeL Com. Rev. L I Mr 
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M. FraneU thounh 1 « «.u«l on the Chairman and the Deputy on hia Arrival in London and 

ett^hly the Chaitr^ never ma, .(ked a anohion of any ^r. relartve ■» *' Jl”'’ 

(iira ii which he had been engaged, and which, when he depart^ Iront Into J 
Situation ; nor did the Chairman ever fummon him to appear before the Couit ot Dirctlors, 
upon him in any Way, either to abandon or fupport his Accufation. 

Your Committee are of Opinion, That the Authority of the Court of Direftors cannot be maintained 
in the Refpea neceflary to give Roife and Controul to th,it immenfe Syftem ^ Offices ot A/e*- 
feriptions, who adf under them, if they are fecn to pafs over, in a Silence ftrongly expreffive ot 
Guilt, fuch weighty Charges againft them, brought in fo folemn a Manner, by a Perion ot fo high 
a Rank in their Service. Your Committee conceive. That thofe Directors are ill qualified to 
confront the Boldnefs of Delinquents, ftrengtbencd perhaps by. Wealth, Combination,- and a cot^i- 
mon Caul'e of Abufe, who arc themfelvcs obliged to (brink trom Enquiry, and who do not dartf to 
look in the Face a Servant of their own, who indicates (at leaft by his Charges on them) that tl^rc is 
nothing in his Conduft, which calls for a mutual Traffic of Connivances. On the otlier Hand, 
Your Committee are of Opinion, that it is the greateft of all Difeouragements to honeft 4 nd difin- 
terefted Servants, who lhall be difpofcd faithfully to obey the Orders of the Company, when they 
receive Commendation at the fame Time that they are denied Support i and that a Cenlure for 
Difobcdicncc is followed with a Continuance, and even an increafe, of Truft* Favour, and Power. 
This Condufk in the Court of Direftors, if it (houUi, on further Examination, appear in the Manner 
in which at prefent it ftands charged, and not anfwercd, will lead irrefiftibly to a Prefumpiion, that 
proper DirckHions arc given only with a View to Acquittal on the Forefight of a Criminal Charge } but 
that in Reality, 'thole who ilTuc colourable Orders, are fecretly in League with the Offenders, on 
whom they pafs if) unoperative Cenfure, which, inftead of corredling Mifdemcanors, become an In- 
demnity from the exemplary Punifliment demanded by their repeated Afts of Difobcdiencc. 


The Experience of many Years, and the Fate of a great Multiplicity of Regulations, . has proved, 
that no Alteration in the Conftitution of the Court of Diredfors, (whether affedfing the Duration of 
their Office, or the Rotation eftablifhed in that Body) that no Change of Qualification in thofe who 
elcdk them •, that neither the Nomination of new Servants to fuperintend their Affairs in India, 
(although the Nomination was adtually made in Parliament) nor the Efiablilbmcnt of a new Court of 
Supreme Judicature, (though that too was made by parliamentary Authority) nor the Appointment 
of the Judges (though by the Crown) nor all thefe, with all the other numerous Provifions in the 
A<ff of the Year 1773, and the fubfequent Adts, taken together, can furnilh an adequate Coercion, 
wlierc the Temptations to Delinquency, in whatever Hands Power may be lodged, or from what 
Quarter foever it may be derived, arc infinitely great, and the Danger attending it has never appeared 
in one fingle Example of Importance : On the contrary, it is to be apprehended, that the Regular 
tions, ftanding, as they ftand, thus naked and unarmed, have proved rather mifehievous than bene- 
ficial I and that the very Controuls and Balances contrived in the Indian Admioiftration, have in- 
crealcd the Difeords, without reforming the Corruptions of Government. It is even to be feared, 
that whilft Regulation is unattended with Enquiry, the loading the Revenue with heavy Salaries, in 
the Hope of fccuring Independence to Office, has only ferved to fecurc a ftrong Ground, which en- 
ables the Officer to contend with Advantage for other Offices with other Salaries, and to give. Rife to 
Controvcrfics, which after being purfued through an intricate Maze of Diflention and Corruption, 
terminate at length in that very Dependence, which the original large and certain Emoluments were 
given to prevent. 


Your Committee are of Opinion, that the Abufes which prevail in the Britifh Government in 
India, do not arife from the Want of a fufficient Number and Variety of Employments, but from a 
long-continued Inattention to the Conduft of thofe who are cither in the Poffcffion of Places of high 
Truft, or in probationary Situations leading to fuch Places. 


Your Committee having examined into the Condufl of the Chairman of the Company, with re- 
gard to the Objeds of the Eaft India Company’s Petition, proceeded in the next Place, to co. ader the 
late Arrangement which has been made by the Governor General of Bengal, in Favour of Sir Elijah 
impey, Chief Jufticc of the Supreme Court. 

This Arrangement Your Committee find to be of fo much Moment, and leading to Confequencea 
which muft fo materially affed the Objeds into which they have it in Charge to enquire, that it be- 
comes their Duty to lay it open in the moft full and moft explicit Manner to the Houfe, fuch 
as fubllantially it appears to them » in order that the Houfe, dilcovering the true Motives of ^ 
Parties, and the real Spirit of the Tranfadion, may be the better enabled to adopt fuch Modes ^and 
Meafures of Coercion or Regulation, as the Importance of the Subjed may require. Your Co^ 
mittee have, therefore, confidered the Matter, and digefted their Obfervations under the Six following 
Heads: 

i . 

, , . J : uit 
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ift.__Thc Power given or implied by the Governor General to refidc in the Office of |udg« of 
the Sudder Dewannee Adaoliu, lately conferred on Sir Elijah Impcy. 

2d. — The Circumftances under which the Appointment was made. * 

jd. — The Expeditnee and Policy of that Eftabliflimcnt, in that Perfon, and with thofe Poweri. 

4th'--Thc A6t of Parliament and other Powen under which’ the Appointment was juftified. , 

gth. The probable Effeft, which that Appointment, under thole Circumllances will have : ill. 

On the Natives ; ad. On the Judges and other Officers of the Supreme Court ; 3d. Qn 

the Members of the Council General not concerned in the Tranfaflion j and, 4th. Ou 
the Britiih Inhabitants at large, and the Profcflbrs of the Law in particular. 

V« 

dth.— The Manner in which. the Accounts of thfe feVeral Parts of that Tranfadliori have Seen 
trahfmittctf to Europe, and the Effects of that Mode of Tranfmiffion, 

I- ... , 

Under the Firft Head, Your Commitpee enquired into the PoWers and Authorities belonging to 
the Office which has been granted to Sir Elijah Impey. As they are not defined in the Mioute of 
the Appointment and Acceptance, which was entered on the i8th of Oiftober 1780, Recourfe was had 
to the Mindtes on the Original Propofition, made bn the a9th of the preceding Mohth. Thofe Mi* 
nines convey (though by no Means with the Accuracy and Prccifion*^that ought to have been ufeti 
upon fo very important ii\ Occafioti) the Senfe which the Mover, Mr. Hadings, entertaimd of the 
Powers he was giving, as well as the Light in which the Members bf the Council who diflented, un- 
derflood the Powers they were oppofing. As the Notions of thefe diffenting Members bn that Sub- 
jeft were never contradiikd by Mr. Haflings or by Sir Elijah Impey, Your Committee were of Opi- 
nion, that from the joint Confidfcration of all the Papers which compofe (what is called) the Conful- 
tations on that Bufinefs, fomething of the trOe Nature and Extent of the Authority might be tolerably 
colleifled. The Whole of thefe fcvCral Minutes mull be confidered as one Piece \ elfc the Powers 
exprefled in the Propofition on which the Inflitution is framed, and the Infiitution itfeif, might be ef- 
fentially at Variance} a Matter extremely irregular, and which would give Rife to the word of 
Praftices •, for when the enormous abdradl Power of the Court is quedioned, it would be defended onj 
the Terms of the Minute of Appointment, which expfeffirs little or nothing dilliri^Iy } but when ini 
Praflice that Power was to be exerted, Refort would be had to (he avoWedTlritentJohs pf the Ecg*- 
flaturc, to have it condrued in a very extenfive Senfe. 

In order to obtain, if poffiblc, a more jud and fatisfadory Idea Of the Office, Ifour Committee 
alfo perufed the Plan of the original Court of Sudder Dewannee Adauliit, inferted in a Report of 
the Secret Committee which fat in the Year 1773. But Your Committee found, that the Defiriition 
there given in very clear and'precife Words, to be fo totally departed' from by the.Cbndrudion in the 
Minute of Mr. Haltings of the 29th of SeptembeV 1)80, that no fpecific l-imits to the Aluthority of 
the Court can be clearly marked out by a feeference to any Part of that Plan'.’ ; ’ 

The Definition which dood in the original Conditution of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulul, 
namely, “ that it Jhould be a Court of Appeals from the Provincial Courts" is exprefsly denied of this 
new Office ; fo far as the Definition confines the Jurifdidion to Appeals. By the Defel iption fubdi'tuted 
m Mr. Hadings’s Minute, it Ihould Iccm, that the Jurifdidion may be appellate or original, as Sir 
Elijali Impey diall thoofc } that he may, at his Dilcrction, call up, and revife or alter, any Part of the 
Proceedings in the Courts below } that he may form fuch Rules for the Proceedings of thofe Courts 
as he thinks fit. No Rule of Law or Equity, orUfage, cither of Great Britain or of any other 
Natiop, is laid down in thatConfultation, by which he Inall judge, or by which he is to be governed, 
in the Rules which he fhall prcfcribe to the feveral Courts below. No Species of civil Caufe is clearly 
excluded from his Competence. No Clafs or Defeription of Men is didinflly exempted. The judg- 
niciu is final and conclufive } there is no Appeal, Revifion, qr Rehearipg in any other Place. All 
this Power is vededin a fingle Man, . , . . • 

This Authority (fo far as may be inferred from the Governor General’s Reafoning upon it) extends 
not to the ProceCdings only, but to a Power of Alteration in the very Confiitution of the fubordinatk^ 
Courts themfelves. Por he is declared in the Minute to have Power to remedy their Defetis, Xhd to' 
forin fuch new Regulations and Checks as Exjwricnce fhall prove necefhrj to thej^urpefes of tbfir Injli^u^ 
lien. And this, it 'ffibutd feem, is a Power which he not only may, Cxcrcife; PbrJ* if 

the Provincial Couits are, as. the Framer of this Thftitoiion afferw, “ H^ant of legal 
‘•■cept futh as are implied In Viry doubtful tenftrullieHi of (he ‘Aft of Parliament,” and that' the Want 
of legal Power is to be fupplied, and thefe Doubts to ceafe on Sir Elijah Impey’s Appointment, it can 
only beeffefted by his fupplyiog thefe Courts with Powers of another Kind, and bcftbwifig fuch as 
lhall be agreeable to the real Authorixygiven by the Aft; The Minute cither fup|jofes an Authority 
in Sir Elijah Impey fb newr-niddet the Cou|'tS to fhcAftf 6^ Parliament j or, what would be yvorfe, 
confer upon them Powers, which the Aft crf'ftrliimcihVhad nor given the GavernOT Gencral-’a Power- 
tb confer. 

After 
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Aficf declaring or prefuming, theie Powers, or Powers tantamounf to them, to be veiled in thrf 
Chief Juftice, a Power is alfo, by a fubfequent Minute or Refolution, referved to the Governor General 
ind Council, on their Part, to make Orders, Rules, and Regulations, which the Judge is to obey. 
Here is a double Legillative Power i one delegated, the other held. But, as Regulations and Ordi- 
nances are, for the moll Part, by their Nature, general and profpeaive, they give (even if the 
Council does poffcfs any Power of making them) no Remedy in particular Cafes j nor is there any 
Relief if they are not obeyed j except the dangerous Power of Removal at Pleafurc of a Judicial 
Magillratt; which may be exercifed on Account of the Judge’s doing his Duty, as well as for his 
having violated thefe, or any other Regulations. 

The Chief Jullicc accepts the Office in the following Words; “ Under its prefent Regulations, 

and fuch others as the Board Iball think proper to add to them, or to fubftitutc in their Stead.” 
On thefe Terms it is impoffible to know what Authority he may or may not exercife in ^hat Office. 
He is Judge of the Supreme Court, whofe Authority he had frequently declared to cxtencl over Afts 
of the Council General colleftivcly, as well as to the Condufl: of the Members individually. He here 
fubmits himfelf to their Power of Regulation, without any Sort of Referve whatfoever -, though it is 
obvious, that their Regulations might polTibly claih with or affeft the Authority and Jurildidion of 
the Supreme Court, which in another Capacity it was his Duty to maintain > and which he had repre- 
fented it as the fyftematic Defign of the Council to impair, it not to dellray. 

When the Court of Sudder Dewannec Adaulut has rcceii^ed fuch a Latitude of Power in itfelf, 
when it may receive much larger, and may, mediately and immediately, give fuch Powers to the Pro- 
vincial Courts 1 none but the Supreme Court (which now (lands on a moft precarious Footing) appears 
cemptUnt to queftion the Right of ading either in the one or in the other. But the Governor General 
alTcrts in his Minute, that thefe Provincial Courts, “ when ailing under the Sandion and immediate 

Patronage of the firft Member of the Supreme Court” [now become Judge of the Sudder Dewannee 
Adaulut] “ nobody will dare to difpute their Right of adling and, by much llionger Reafon it mull 
appear, that none will dare to difpute the Right of ading of the Perfon under whofe Protedion the 
inferior Courts arc to enjoy fo formidable an Immunity. All legal Power of Controul in the Supreme 
Court being rendered precarious at bed, and fo rendered by the Effeds of the Patronage of the 
Chief Judge of the Supreme Court itfelf-, the foie Corredive to the Power given, with Regard to 
particular Suits, mud refide in the perfonal Qualities of Sir Elijah Impey, who is the principal Judge 
in one Court, and foie Judge in the other. What thofe perfonal Qualities are, it may be difficult, in 
the Midd of a warmConted, exadly to difeern. But there is no Difficulty at all in pronouncing on 
Mr. Hadings’s Opinion of them. He certainly conceived, that Sir Elijah Impey's Condud through- 
out the late Proceedings of the SupremeCourt, was violent and indifereetj and that towards the Natives, 
as well as towards fevcral Britifh Subjeds, it was harlh and oppreffivc. Upon no other Grounds did 
he, or could he dand clear of the fame Imputations on himfelf, in his drong Ads of Power in India, 
and his drong Rerhondranccs fent to Great Britain. Yet has he chofen to put the Perfon whofe Con- 
dud he thought thus rafh, even when limited by Laws and Charters, into an Office of fuch unlimited 
arbitrary Power, as nothing but the greated Temper, Moderation, Equity, and Regard to the 
Natives, could render in any Degree tolerable. If the Appointment therefore of fuch an Office could 
be judified by Law, or any avowable Expediency, Mr. Hadings is clearly reprchcufiblc for filling ic 
with a Perfon of whom he had entertained, or pretended to entertain, an Opinion, which (if well 
grounded) mud render him altogether unfit for that Situation. He has put into a Situation of great 
Power and Trud in the Company's Service, the Chief Judge of a Court •, the condant Aim of which 
he had reprefented to be that of Encroachment (if not worfe) on the Rights and Privileges of that 
Company-, of whofe Rights and Privileges he (Mr. Hadings) was the natural Guardian and Truftec. 


II. 

The Circumftanccs in which this Arrangement was made, have next attraded the Attentibn of 
Your Committee. 

The Governor General had publilhcd Orders, authorizing a Difobcdicncc to the Procefs of the Su- 
preme Courts and fupported thefe Orders by a Military Force. The Chief Judice pcrlevcring in his 
Claims, iffued Procefs for feizine the Officers, who afted under the Direftions of the Governor 
General, even in the Camp j and Attempts were more than once made to put this Procefs in 
Execution. 

In this Situation, the Governor General applies to Parliament for his Indemnity, on Account of a 
Proceeding, in itfelf fo highly criminal, and fo extremely dangerous in the Example judi- 
fying himfelf (as it might naturally be cxpeact^ on the abfolute Neceffity of the Ca<^ i owing 
to the violent Spirit of the Court, their fyftcnwtie Scheme for extending Turifdidlion, and the 
dreadful Confcquences which might arife from the Difeontent and Deipcration of the Natives, irritated 
beyond Patience by the intemperate Proceedings, in which the Chief Juftice had taken fo aftivc a 
Pure. In SupTOrc of that Affertion, tqgcther.with many other Matters of Charge, he tranfmits rctir 
t|ons of the Natives, heavily complaining of the Conduct of the Supreme Court. 

a 
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C 37 ] 

The Chief Jullice, in his Letecr to the Secretary of State, on his Part complains of thtf 
violent Proceedings of the Governor General and Council •, whom he charges likewifc with a fyftematic 
and regular Dcfign of overturning the Authority of the King’s Cutnmiflion j a/Terting that the 
Charges againft bimfclf and the Court, were unfounded, fo far as thofe Charges had come 
to his Knowledge. He ftates the Petition of the Natives, as not their true Senfe, but as a Re- 
prefentation obtained from them in the Manner in which Petitions for factious Purpofes are 
obtained in England, but with this Difference, “ that the Petition againft the Court, [the Supreme 
Court J was obtained under the Influence of Terror.” 

He reprefents, in a Letter to Lord Weymouth, a6th March 1779, “ that Complaints with- 

“ out being examined, found, an eafy Admittance on the Confultations of tlic Governor General 

“ and Council •, they hoped they would form a Body of Accufation, which would be taken for Proof, 
“ and would at once overwhelm the Court. From the Eftablijhment to the prefent Period, it has 
“ been attaAed by Charges kept profoundly fecret.t'rom the Judges.” In his Letter of the jjjth of 
March 1780. He ftates, “ That from the uniherfal Tenor of the Conduft of Government, from 
“ the Anxiety with which Complaints againft the Court are collefted, and the Secrecy with 

“ which they are fent to England ; from no Appeal having been made on any Queftion 

“ of Jurildidion, and no public Profecution carried on againft the' Minifters of Juftice, it 
“ appears to me to have been a concerted Plan, to enter every Reprefentation to the Prejudice 

of the Court or its Officers, Jilently and ex parte on their Records, and hot to let the Fafts 
“ which they contain, be brought to a Public Difcuffion, cither here or at Hom]|| by’ which they 
“ hope that to prevail unexamined, by its Weight, as an heavy Botly of Accufation, which might be 
“ liaole, on Examination, to be refuted and falfifiedP 

This Want of Communication of Charges had been frequently urged againft any, even againft 4 
merely remedial. Proceeding in Parliament, by which the Charaifter of the Chief Juftice might be 
remotely and “by Inference ane£led. 

Although the Want of Communication did not appear to Your Committee a fufficien.t Reafon 
againft providing a Remedy by Regulation, for a proved Grievance, it always did appear to them 
highly blameable in the Governor General and Council, not to have made a regular Communication 
of their Complaints to the Judges •, which in this laft Inftance we do not find to have been done. 
The Britilh Inhabitants pleaded Fear of the Relentmentof the Court, and as itfhould feem, not wholly 
without Reafon. But there was no Reafon for fuch Apprehenfion on the Part of the Governor Gene- 
ral and the Board, armed as they were with all the Powers of the State, and difpofed to ufc thefe 
Powers in their fulleft Extent. 

Under thefe fo heavy recriprocal Accufations, the Parties were in the laft Seflion brought before a 
Committee of this Houfe.' On’ the Revival of the Enquiry in the prefent Seflion, the Con'duft of the 
Perfons making thefe Accufations, became an early Obj^ of Attention to Your Committee. Mr. 
•Shakefpeare, Chief of Dacca, was examined. His Evidence implies, that the Governor General and 
Chief Juftice had for fomc Time forborne their mutual Vifits, but about the Time of the Arrange- 
ment for the Court of Sudder Adaulut, they were reconciled. — Major Scott, private Secretary, Aid du 
Camp, and Agent to Mr. Haftings, was alfo examined. He is more full and direfb, as he is by his 
Situation better qualifled to fpeak to the Habits of the Parties. He informs Your Committee, that 
during the whole Time of fo violent a Conteft, and when Accufations of the moft atrocious Kind were 
made againft the Chief Juftice, without Communication, he and his Accufer lived in an unbroken 
Intcrcourfe, and on Terms of Intimacy and Friendfhip. 

The Condudl of the Governor General and Council, in colleifting, countenancing and tranfmitting 
Charges againft the Court, which appears fo blameable to impartial Judges in England, was con- 
lidered fas might be pxpeAedj in the very worft Light by the Chief Juftice. For fo early as Auguft 
1775, fpeaking of himlelf and his Brethren, he fays, “ We cannot but conflder any Secret Animad- 
“ verfions on our Condud, as an indired, and confequently an. illegal Interference with our Authority, 
“ tending to -weaken tho Independency, Without which it it impejjwle to adminifter impartial Juftice.” 
His Opinion of the NeCeflity of his Independence towards his performing the Duties of his Office, is cer- 
tainly juft j and his Concern for whatever might feem even indirefffy to tend to weaken it, is, without 
Doubt, highly commendable. His Indignation againft all Secret Accufations, is natural and becom- 
ing •, he appears a Man of the quickeft Scnfibility to fln'tfter Imputations, though not fuch as he thinks 
will aflfcd him before any coiq|Mtent Authority t for in his Letter of aoth January 1776, ‘*^'He calls 
*» 6n the HutMuity of tnc $emtary of Stite to excufe hirh, labouring as hp is, under the moft ago- 
** tiizitig AppreftertflOAathatyMwePer/ of the fobl Imputation on his Charader will gain Credit among 
“ ^e MullitudOt*^ whom he ftiites to be too apt to give ear to Calumny. Under the frelh Sorenefs of 
fuch Feelings, and under fuch heavy Charges, not made to the Multitude, but to Parliament, he 
takes an Office of Profit under the Authonty, and tenable at the Pleafure of the very Board, com- 
poftd of the very Identical Peribns who bad trauTmitted againft him Accufations, (which if innheent, 
he muft fuppole to be ill-grounded) and wfaicb by not being communicated, he muft conflder ai un- 
Sit. Com. Rip. I. K faiir 
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fair, if not treacherous, and deferving of all the Epithets to which he had formerly given to “ Secret 
Aniinadvcrfion.” 

It is remarkahki that whether he always continued in Friendlhip with Mr. Haftings, as Major Scott 
affirms, or was reconciled after a Coolnefs, as Mr. Shakefpearc iuppoies, that neither in the continued 
or on the renewed Fricndfhip, any Stipulation with the Governor General appears to have been made 
by the Chief Juftirc, for furniibing him or his Brethren with the Materials for a Defence to oppofc 
to the uncommunicated Charges laid before Parliament againft them, and againft himfelf ; nor did 
Your Committee find that any further Complaint of want of Communication has been made againft the 
Governor General and Council, nor any full Elucidation of the Matters in Difputc been fent, though 
Opportunities have occurretU 

Another Circumftancc is remarkable in this Tranfaftion, and may lead to a Dlftovery of the Senfe 
which the Parties thcmfelves entertained of it. In the Year 1772, the prefent Governor General, 
with the then Council, had formed a Syftem of Provincial Courts ; in which, as has been already 
obferved, the Court of Sviddcr Adaulut is the Chief. What Opinion the Governor General enter- 
tained of the Legality of this Inllitution, will appear from his own Minute, with regard to their “ very 
Right of adling.” He affirms, that “ their Powers arc only implied v” and that Implication only 
“ on i Confiruiiion of an A<ft of Parliament-,” and that Conftrudion “ doubtful” and not only 
doubtful, but doubtful in the Extreme, “ very doubtfulf which is fubftaiuially the fame 'Filing, as 
in his Opinion having little or no legal Authority. 

If this was his Opinion of the lower, it muft alfo, and for much ftrongcr Reafon, be his Opinioa 
of the higher Parts of the fame Syftem — for it would be abfurd to fuppofe a lawful Court of Appeal 
from Courts, whicli in themlclves are fundamentally illegal. 

This being the Governor General’s Idea of the conftruftive and doubtful Nature of the original 
Inftitution, the giving it, by a further Conrtru<Slbn, a far larger Degree of Authority, muft have ap- 
peared an Affumption of Power (if poflible) ftill more doubtful j and in that Cafe, it behoved the 
Governor General not to have made iuch Difpofitions, until both the firft and laft Doubts were re- 
moved by an Authority that could not be dubious. 

But Your Committee find. That no public Means of any Sort, either on the Part of Mr. Haftings, 
Or on the Part of the Chief Jufticc, were taken to remove thole Doubts, fuppofing the Meafure of 
fuch Urgency as to require its Accomplifhmcnt before Recourfe could be had to Great Britain, which 
Your Committee conceive it was not. In a Bufinefs of this Moment, which, if any Thing could be 
fo, was, by Eminence, a Matter of Law, /or tbefirjl Time, no Law Opinions were taken on either Side. 
During the preceding Contefts with the Supreme Court, the Council Board had been all along aided 
by the Opinion of the Advocate General, though the Members were then entirely unanimous. On 
feveral former Occafions, they had even applied to the Advice of the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
though the Matters were not more interefting, nor more involved in legal Difficulties. .. 

The Chief Jufticc, on his Fart, had been In the Pradicc of availing himfelf of the Alfiftancc of his 
Brethren of the Bench. Here, for the firft Time, the Communication between them was cut oft' 
No Application was made by the Chief Jufticc to his Affociates in the King’s Commiffion. 

This Law Arrangement, thus made without any Law Reference, is the more ftriking, as, infte.id of 
the former Unanimity, the greateft and ftrongeft Difference of Opinion had prevailed on this Poinr. 
It appears, that the Council were equally divided in Number, and the Queftion was carried only by 
me Governor General’s carting Vote. In this Diffention, no Application was made to the old Law 
Refort, though the Governor General had, a very little Time before, concurred in, if not been the 
Propofer of, a Grant of a Salary of 1 hree tboufand Pounds a Year, in Addition to the former Salary, 
which was of the fame Amount, to the Advocate General for his ABiftance in Matters of Law. 

The Governor General, independently of his legal Difficulty, had no Doubt that thie Meafure 
would fubjejft him to much Obloquy. The Chief Juftice muft be prefumed to know that he ftiould 
neceirarijy be involved tn the fame Ceiifures. It alfo appears in Evidence, that the Arrangement 
was, m Faft, odious to the Bntiffi Inhabitants in general » and the Witneffes are of Opinion, that it 
mull have proved dilpkafing co the Junior Judges of the Supreme Court, 

No Way appears of accounting for this unprecedented Omiffion on both Sides, but thisj that the 
^rtics were well convinced that their Doubts of the Legality of the Appointment (which tliey bad 
determined to carry into Execution, noiwithftanding the official Oppofition and the Public Odium) 
were more likely to be confirmed than removed by any Reference they could make. 


III. The 
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III. 

The Grounds of Expedience on which this Court has been juftified, are ftatcd at large by Mr. 
Haftings, in the Papers called “ Confoltations of the 29th of September 1780,” which are anlwered in 
other Papers by Mr. Whcler and Mr. Francis. Your Committee refer to thefe Papers in their Ap- 
pendix, N* 4. obferving, that the Objedkions made to this Appointment appear lolid \ and that they 
have received no Anfwcr in any Minute of Mr. Haftings, nor in any Writing produced to this Com- 
mittee j nor has Mr. Scott, Agent to the Governor General, verbally given any Solution to their Diffi- 
culties. Mr. Haftings is faid, by himfelf and by Major Scott, to depend upon his gootl Intentions, and 
the Benefits to arife to the Company •, which is an unfatisfadory and improper Mode of Defence, when 
Objedtions to the Condud of a Perfon in Authority are Spedjfic. 

In Addition to ^efe unanfwered Objedions, Your Committee obferve, that the Two principal Caufes 
afligned for the Arrangement by Mr. Haftings, through his Minute and his Agent, arc, Firft, The 
Harmony which is to prevail between the executive and judicial Powers; and Second, The preventing 
of Suits before the Supreme Court againft the Company, or againft thofe, whom it may be thought 
fit to fupport at the Company’s Expencc. 

To accomplidi a contingent Saving, a certain Expence is incurred of Eight thoufand Pounds a 
Year, befides titc Expcnces of the EftabliflTiment, which are in all Probability very large. The addi- 
tional Salary voted to the Company’s Advocate General, in Confideration of his Advice and Afliftance 
in Suits (Suits in this Arrangement fuppofed to be prevented in f uture) amount to Three thoufand 
Pounds annually. And Experience has abundantly (hewn, that the Charges of Indian Eftablifhments 
have never been permitted to remain long on the Expence limited by their original Inftitution. It 
is not ftated what Fees of Office are or are not permitted to be taken, either by the Judge, or any 
inferior Officer, on by Praditioners in the Coiut. Such Fees arc virtual Charges on the Revenue ; 
and this Point ought to have been clearly fettled before the Salaries were appointed. The Propriety 
of the Quantum allotted to each Office, muft depend on the other Emoluments which each Officer is 
allowed to poflefs. 

Neither is it at all clearly ftated in what Manner Saving can accrue, as the Supreme Court 
retains all its Claims ; and a new Court is added, in which it does not appear, that Suits may not be 
commenced wherein the Company may be as much obliged to defend their Officers, as in any which 
have been commenced, or may be commenced hereafter, in the Supreme Court. 

With regard to the Second Ground of Expediency, namely, The Harmony between the Civil 
Adminiftration and the Supreme Judicature, it is to be obferved, that towards reconciling the Dif- 
ferences between them, neither of the Parties feem to have abandoned any Part of their Claims. 
Mr. Haftings had contended, that if the Claims of the Supreme Court fliould prevail, the Govern- 
mcot of the Country would be cmbarrafTcd, the Revenue deftroyed, and the Natives opprefled. On 
the other Hand, the Chief Juftice maintained the Rights claimed by that Court, as of abfolute and in- 
difpenfable Neceffity towards obtaining its End in the Protedion of the Natives. The Idea of 
cftablifhing Peace, upon the Ground of adverfe Claims thus fundamentally differing upon Principle, 
and wliich nothing even appear to reconcile but the lucrative Office given to the Chief Juftice, can be 
maintained but upon Suppofitions highly difhonourable to the Public Juftice, and to the executive 
Adminiftration of Bengal. 

It is indeed obfervable, that the whole Scheme of Reafoning, by Mr. Haftings, proceeds upon a 
Suppofition, that in Subftance and Effeft the Chief Juftice was the whole Court. As Mr. Haft- 
ings well knows the State of the Country, and of that Court of Juftice, the Ground of the Rca- 
foning cannot be wholly Qighted, as it determines much concerning the Effcd of the new Appoint-^ 
ment on the Welfare of the Native Inhabitants, as well as on the Utility of the Judicature eftabliiheci 
under the Royal Charter. 

The State of Bengal under the Two Courts, namely, the Supreme Court, and the Court of Sudder 
Adaulut, conftituted and filled as they now are, is conceived to be this : In the Court of Sudder 
Adaulut, the Natives, and a great Part of the Company’s Servants, are fubjeded to the Difcrction 
of Sir Elijah Impey. No Place is left in which to queftion the Extent or the Exercife of his 
Power in the Sud^r Adaulut, but the Supreme Court. But in the Supreme Court, the Complainant 
finds the Perfon againft whom he complains, fitting as the prefiding Judge. One and th^' fame 
Man in his own Perfon pollefles, and in Effcft blocks up, all the Avenues to Juftice. 

Againft the SubjefV, and againft the inferior Magiftrare, this two-fold Authority is boundlefs and 
formidable ; againft the Perfons, moft capable from their Situation of caufing and countenancing 
Abufe, it is feeble and precarious at the beft ; and in Truth, more likely to become the Inftru- 
ment than the Controul of their Defigns. By the Dependency of one Tribunal, both are rendered 
^dependent t both are vitiated ; fo far as a Place of great Power, Inftuence, and Patronage, with 
10 near 
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near Eight tl.oufantl Pounds a Year of Emoluments, held at the PIcafure of the Giver, can be fop- 
poled to operate on Gratitude, Intcrelf, and Feaf. 1 he I’ower of the Governor General over the 
whole royal and municipal julticc in Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, is as ablblute and uncontrolla- 
ble, as botli thofc Branches of Juftice arc over the whole Kingdom of Bengal. 

In that Situation the Governor General is enabled to do Things under the Name and Appearance 
of a legal Court, which he would not prefume to do in his own Perfon. 'I he refradory to liis Will 
may appear as Vidims to the Law^ and favoured Delinquency may not appear as proteded by t!ic 
Hand of Power, but cleared by the Decifion of a competent Judge. Other Eftablifhments have had 
fair and plaufiblc Beginnings, and have afterwards degenerated. But this fets out abufively in its 
fundamental Principle. And from what has already appeared to Your Committee, this Arrange- 
ment may be only preliminary to great and critical Changes ; undertaken, if not by this 1 ime ex- 
ecuted, on the whole Ellablilhmcnc of Bengal; to the Effed of which Dcfign, the Acquiefcence or 
Impotence of the Supreme Court, and the Subfervience of the new Inftitution, ni^ be tii’cntial. 


IV. 

The Fourth General Head under which this Arrangement has been examined by Your Committee, 
is the leg.il Authority upon which it is luppoled to be made. 

Your Committee are of Opinion, that no one Objed requires the vigilant Atterttion of Parliament, 
more than the Power cxcrciled of m-iking new Courts of Juftice in India. The Power by which 
new Courts of Law are made, is of the higheft Form of Authority, and in its Nature, Legiflative. 
But if thefc Courts are without Jury, where the Law and the Fad are in the fame Hand ; if they 
aic witliout Appeal, where there is no Kefort againft Precipitancy, Error, or Corruption ; if they 
arc in a (ingle Perfon, where they are without Check, or AfiTirtance from co ordina^; Rank, or equal 
Undtrftjnding ; if they are not limited in the Qiiantity of Property to which they fliall be compe- 
tent, but may decide in the greateft Interefts ; the more dangerous it is to put the Power of con • 
ferring fucli Authority into fiibordinate Hands. Thefe Confiderations, which apply with Weight in 
all Cales, apply with far greater to Courts of Juftice in a Country fo diftant as India ; and where 
Religion and Manners double the Diftance. But fo long as the F.xercife of this Power is permitted 
in the prefent Hands, the greateft Care ought to be ufed, that the Authority under which new Courts 
arc eftablifhed, be clearly known, and clearly legal ; and that the Powers given to them, be as 
definite as pofiible. 

Mr. Haftings has not ftated upon what Claufe of the Ad (fuppolcd the Ad of 1773) he made 
the very doubtful Conftrudion, by which he implied his Power of creating a Syftem of Courts of 
Judicature, of which the Sudder Adaulut is Pait. If the Authority under that Claufe (whenever 
that Claufe is certainly known) fhall be found infirm, the whole Supcrftiudure fails. But upon 
whatever Principle of Legality the Court flood in its firft Inftitution, it is by no Means clear, ^at 
in the prefent Cafe thefc Principles are at all applicable. Its Powers are dift'erent ; the Number of 
Judges is different ; the Defeription from which the Judge is taken is diflerent. 

It would be highly abfurd in Rcafoning, and highly dangerous in Pradlce, to admit, That bccauf..- 
a Court was continued under the fame Appellation, though a total Change in its Syftem had taken 
place, it might ftill be juftificti upon the Legality of its firft Appointment. If this Principle could 
be fupported, the admitting a fiibordinate Legiflatuie (for fiich the Governor and Council is, if it be 
any Lcgiflature at all) to make any one valid Regulation, would involve in it the Means of turning 
that One into any Regulation whatloever ; by which Means the Controul of the fiipei intending Povveri 
neceffaiy to reftrain the Makers of Bye Laws within due Bounds, would be rendered totally nu- 
gatory. 

That the Court of Sudder Adaulut is different from the former Court of the fame Name, and 
therefore for fo much a new Court, is evident from Mr. Haftings’s Defeription of it in his Minute. 

I ft. Becaufe the original Court ought to have been a Court of Appeals. By this it muft be un- 
derftood to be a Court of Appeals only. For no new Court can have any Jurifdidtion, but what it de- 
rives from the Words in its Conftitution conveying Jurifdiiftion. But no Words, giving any other or 
further Powers than thofc of Appeals, are found in the original Appointment ; and therefore no fuch 
Power# as thofc contained in the Minute by Mr. Haftings, can be valid under that Conftitution. 

An Attempt to introduce a new Court, under the Pretence of filling up a judicial Office in an old 
one, IS an Adion highly rcprchcnfiblc ; even fiippofing the Power of making a new Court to be 
clearly competent to the Parties claiming it. Yet this oblique Manner of exercifing their Powers, 
is extremely faulty, as it tends to conceal from the fiipcrintcnding Authority the true Nature and 
Extent of their Aift, and as it prevents ihtjir confidering it with that Attention with which an Inftitu- 
tion with new Powers is examined, when they arc ftated as new, and arc not fuppofed to be involved 
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in the Cofifttuftlon of fucli as have been long allowed. Had iliC A6l been propel", the Manner of 
doing it is calculated to deceive. 

2d. The Dilference between the Number of Judges in the old and new Court, is material. The 
Old naglu have confided (if the Members (hould choolc to attend) of the whole Council, who amount 
to l ive ; at the Time of the oiiginal Inttitution it might h.tvc confifted of Twelve •, it could not have 
acted with fewer than Three of that Council. This Court is in a Jingle Perfon. 

3d. But if that Court wcic not otherwife new, the total Alteration of the political Charader and 
torporate.Defcnpdon «'f the Judge, changes its Conftitution, The original Court of Sudder Adaulut 
had for its Judges, the Governor General and Council, in their public and corporate Capacity ; they are 
Servants of the Company. 'I'hc prefent Conftitution fuperfedcs that corporate Body, and I’ubllitutes 
Sir Eii|.ili Impey, Chief Juftne of the Supreme Court, who is a Servant of the Crown. In all thefe 
relpccto (icuinp afidc the Confideration of the Salary, which is new, and the attendant Eftabliflrment, 
which jfc rciervui for another Place) the Court of Sudder Adaulut appears to Your Committee to be, 
in Effcd and lubftancialiy, a New Court. 


Your Committee does not deem it expedient, at the prefent Time, to report any decided Opinion 
on thr ablolure I .egality or Illegality of the original Inftitution of that Syfiem of Courts of which the 
Court of .Sudder Adaulut makes a Part. They conceive, that tlie Authorities under whkh, and the 
Capacities in which, Briiifti Subjedis have excrciled Authority in India, have been various atdiftercnt 
Times, and not very eafily reconcileablc with each other at any Time j and that their legal Powers 
have in no Cafe been accurately defined •, and tliat their Proceedings have not been inlpefted and 
controlled with a proper Degree of Vigilance by any Superintendency in this Kingdom. 1 herefore, 
for the Sake of condemning an Arrangeihent, (which they conceive, for the above Reafons, to be new, 
and which, on Groui^j of Laws lately pafted, as well as upon the cleareft prudential and political 
Grounds, there may M found more than lufRcient Caufe to annul) it might perhaps be in lome De- 
gree dangerous make a Declaration, which, by ncccftary Inference, might tend to lhakc the Va- 
lidity of thole P'oundations, on which the whole Adminiftration of the Country aiStually rclts, until 
Parliament has collcfted fufficient Materials for making clear and definitive Frovifions upon tliat 
delicate Subjedl;. 

But your Committee finding that the regulating Aft of the 13th of His prefent Majcfty, Ch. 63. 
feems to be relbrted to by the Governor General, as furnilhing the Authority on which the Syftcm of 
Courts in 1772 (ot which the Court cf Sudder Adaulut is a Member) have been created j they have 
perufed that Aft, and attentively compared it with the late Proceedings of the Governor General and 
Council. It is not indeed perfeftly clear to what Aft he refers. But it is prefumed to be this. The 
Regulation ellabhlEing the Provincial Courts, was made previous to the pafling of the Aft of 1773, 
and hemurt (if he refers to this Aft in Juftification of that hiftabliftiment) foppofe it in Ibme Way, 
rather to be ratified by the Statute, than made under its Authority. Without examining therefore, 
under what other legal Authority the Eftabliflrment is or may be fujiported. Your Committee think it 
proper thus early in the Sclfion, to lay before the Iloufe, their Obfervations on the Powers given, or 
fuppofed to be given, by the Statute of the 13th of the King, Ch. 63. that the Houle may be enabled 
to dilcover whether the Powers given thereby, have been exercifed according to] the Dirtftions 1 y 
which they are accompanied ; and by a Review of the Powers thcmfelves, may be the better enabled 
to judge what Alteration, Explanation or Amendment, may be thought neceffary to the 
Aft itlelf. 

In this Aft, Your Committee find Two principal Claufes, giving Power to the Governor General 
and Council, namely, the 36th and the 7th Seftions. Under thefe Two alone (as Your Committee 
apprehend) any Foundation for a legiflativc Authority can be found in that Aft. 

Your Committee find, that in the 36th, there are Words conveying fubordinate local legiflativc 
Powers, to make Bye Laws, with certain Rellnftions and Limitations, viz. “ to make and ifliie Rules, 
“ Ordinances, and Regulations, for the good Order and Civil Government of the Company’;. Srtilc 
“ menis at Fort William, and other h'atlories and Places lubordinate, or to be fubordinate thereto; 

provided they arc juft and leaibnablc, and arc not repugnant to the Laws of England.” 

Thefe are nearly the Terms and the Reftriftions with which the Power of making Bye Laws, is 
granted to Bodies Politic. As to the Extent of this legiflativc Competence ; if this P.11 c of the Ad 
is fuppofed to be as general as the Words, “ Places fubordinate or to be fubordinate," woulil imply, it 
feems to be a Power fufficient for the Purpofe, as it extends to make Ordinances to bind the wliole 
Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and OrKTa) it therefore may extend to the Power of makii g feven a new 
Court. Whether the new Court of Sudder Adaulut is made upon a Conflruftion of this Stftion, is 
unknown, as the Governor General’s Minutes refer to no Part of the Aft fpccifically, nor iiuitcd in .1 
very diftinft Manner to the particular Aft. 


Your Committee are given to underftand, that this Power in this Seftion has been li;IJ in the So 
& r Com. Rep. 1 , L pieme 
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nate Words for that Purpofe, as the Words of the Aft, as they now ftanr^, fee m to convey a much 
larger Authority. Bccaufc, if by the Words ya^«r/««<7/e /'rt<-7or/r/, thofe linall Pieces of Ground in- 
clolcd by (light f ortifications, which were formerly held under very Icanty Grants of the Indian 
Princes, be underfiood, few of them are at all exiding in this ancient State; and the Application of 
Ordinances and Regulations for tlie good Order of Civil Government of thofc Places, levcral of 
which arc little more than private Dwellings or Warehoufes, would be unworthy of the Gravity of a 
Law, or of a judicial Conllruftion. If I’afJeries be taken in a larger Senfe, and extend to all the 
Places in which the Company has luUhrs, that is. Agents to buy and fell, it comprehends fevcral 
great Cities, and their adjacent Diftrifts ; and indeed, in one Way or other, almoll, if not altogether, 
the whole Kingdoms ot Bengal, Baliar, and Oiifla, excepting in what relates to Calcutta. The 
Competence given in the Words. “ Forts, Fadtoncs, and Places iubordinate, or to be fubordi- 
“ nate to,” either means this, or it means nothing. 


This Senfe gives a large Scope to (lie I-egiilativc Competence of the Council ; but it is utterly in- 
confiftent with the Opinion that prevails, ot its being confined to the Enclofure of what was formerly 
called a Fatlory. 


It is not impolTiblc, in the unformed State in which the Britilh Authority ftood in Bengal at the 
Time when this A£t was under Confideration, and during the Dilpiues with the Company which then 
fubfified, that Parliament, on one Hand, was unwilling to leave the Council wholly without regula- 
ting Powers ; and on the other, cholc to ufe the old Language of Adis of Parliament, concerning the 
PoirefTions of the Company, which were generally in Adis and Charters deferibed by the Names of 
Forts and Faiiories, before the Acquifition of furh large territorial Pofle(]lons,f8 have been lately ac- 
quired. Parliament was probably defirous to avoid any Thing which might lead to an Acknowledg- 
ment of a full Right in the Company to thofe PofTefTions at large. They were aib notdifpofed to 
make any clear Declaration of what might amount, on the Part either of the Crown or of the Com- 
pany, to a diredl and avowed Superfcdii g of the ancient Country Powers and Authorities. This 
doubtful State of Things produced an Ambiguity, vifible in other Inftances as well as in this; and 
which, in this Inllance, it will be certainly advifable to remove, by Provifions more explicit in a new 
Statute. 


If the Formation of the Court of Siuider Adaulut for Sir Elijah Impey, was m-idc in virtue of 
any Authority derived from this Sedlioii of the Adi of 1773, Your Committee obferve, that the Direc- 
tions of that Adi ncceffary to give Validity to the Ordinances of the Council, have been obferved in 
no one Particular. 

The Adi provides, Firft, That the Ordinance, Regulation, &c. fliall not be valid, until it is “ duly 
“ regiflered and publifhed in the Supreme Court, and with the Confent and Approbation of the fame.” 
Secondly, That luch Ordinance, Regulation, &c. “ lliall be openly publiftied, and a Copy of k 
“ affixed in fome open and confpicuous Part of the Court, where the Supreme Court is held.” 
Thirdly, The Adi provides an Appeal from the Regulations, &c. to Flis Majcfty in Council, “ within 
“ Sixty Days from Publication, for any Perfon or Perfons in India ; or for any Perfon or Perfons in 
“ England, within Sixty Days troin publiffiing them in England.” 

Thefe Dircdlions were not obferved in the Appointment of this Court. Firft, The Ordinance ought 
to have been a formal Adi or Inftrumcnt, futh as miglu be publiflicd and regiftered. The prefent 
Arrangement was nothing more than a Minute ul Council, (if regularly it was even that) never pub- 
lifficd in the Supreme Court, nor regiftered, norconfented to, or approved thereby; and confequendy 
(lb far as it is grounded on this Claute) is without Queftion invalid and illegal — Secondly, Every Per- 
(bn in India and in England, has, under the Statute, an Interefi in every new Regulation, and has a 
Remedy provided for him. This Omiffion of Publication would wholly take away the Benefit of Ap- 
peal from all Britilh Subjedls, to whom the Adi has exprefsly given it. — Thirdly, By the Adi, thefe 
Ordinances arc to be tranfmitted to a Secretary of State, and if not abrogated within Two Years from 
the making, &c. Ihall be valid. The Clatifc is exprefs for the Time which gives Validity, but not for 
the Tranlmilfion. This may feern a Defedl in the Adi ; but, undoubtedly, the Senfe of the Statute 
IS, that every Ordinance ffiould be tranfmitted as fpeedily as pojjihk. When a Fime is not limited in a 
Law, a Time convenient nnift be underftood. Filtccn Months are pad, fince the Propofiiion of this 
Court in Council, and upwards of Fourteen from the Acceptance of the Chief Juftice. Many Mcflen- 
gers arc arrived, and no Copy of the Ordinance ( if any Ordinance at all was made) is tranfinicted. The 
Two Years may expire before His Majefty has the Notice of it, which the Adi dircdls ; and the Pre- 
rogative of the Crown, given by this Adi to His Majefty, may be thus defeated. 

The other enabling Part of the Adi of the 13th of the King, is contained in the 7th Sedlion. In 
this Sedlion, if the Letter is attended to, the Powers arc large indeed. It is however, obfervable, 

that 
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that no one Term, appropriated in Charters or Ails of Parliament for enabling a Body Corporate tO 
make Laws and Regulations, is found in that Seftion. Words proper for conveying the largeft 
Powers of Adminifiratiott arc uled ; not one for Lcgijlation. 

The Claufe begins with the Words “ For the better Management, &c.” Then the following 
Words are ufed “ The whole civil and military Government of the faid Prefidency, and allb the 
“ Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Revenues and Acquifitions in the 
“ Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla.” Thefe Words are all Words of Adminiftratiooi 

The Direflion and QualiBcation of thefe Powers is as follows ; “ in like Manner to all Intents and 
“ Purpofes whatfoever, as the fame now are or at any 7'ime heretofore might have been exercifed by 

the Prefident and Council, or Sdcdl Committee, in thole Kingdoms.” 

Your Committee conceive, that no Power can be rendered legal by Reference to mere Aiflions, 
without any moral Qualification, and much Id's to the meie PeJ/ihilities of Adion in any Perfon. Tu 
the Words “ now are exercifed, or might have exercifed,” Conllrudion mud, without Doubt, fupply 
the IVords lawfully otherwife every conceivable Abufc might be not only ratified for the I'ime 
pad, but authorized in future, by an A<51 of Parliament tonfeiiing, in Klfed, on the Governor 
General and Council, a Power of doing what they thought fit. 

Two Realbns have been fuggeded for fuppofing this Power here authorized, to be unbounded, and 
therefore of courfe, to comprehend a legidative Capacity. Fird, It has been fuggeded, that the 
Company has fuccecdcd to the Authority of the Subadar of that Province, who was a Prince cx- 
erciling arbitrary Powers, unlimited by any I. aw ; and that whatever he had done, or might have 
done, that became the Rule of what the Prefident and Council might do.— In the Apprehenfion of 
Your Committee, fuch a Rule, is to have no Rule-, nor can it be fuppofed that Parliament did, or 
could intend to appoint the aidual Condudf, much Icfs the pofliblc Excrcife of Power, by a Maho- 
medan, arbitrary ^Ifurper (as the Subadar certainly was, if he affcAcd to be an independent Sovc- 
reign) as a Standard of Legality for the AiTtions of Britilh Subjedfs. If fuch Powers do or can law- 
fully extd, they may in Time be ufed for the Purpofes to which they were formerly applied by fomc 
of the Subadars of Bengal, Independence and Oppreflion. It therefore becomes the more neceflary, 
that Parliament fhould luftcr no Doubt to remain upon the true Extent of the Powers which arc fup* 
pofed to be given by Words foloofe and indefinite, as what Power has or might have been “exercifed.” 

Your Committee conceive, that it is a great Error to imagine, that the People of thofe Countries 
lived without any fixed Law before the Britilh Eftablifhmcnt. The Mahomedans were I'ubjeft to 
the Mahomedan Law, as it is found in the Book called Alcoran, and its authorized Interpreters ; and 
all Perlons, from the loweft Slave to the moft powerful Prince, was bound by it. 'I’heir Judges and 
Magiftrates were allb bound to obferve, and to judge by, the Rcajc ul Mulk, or ancient Cullom and 
Ufages, or Common Law of the Country, where it was not abfolutcly repugnant to the former. Cer- 
tain Perlons called Canongus, were appointed for the Afccrtainment of that Ufage -, and to preferve 
their Integrity and Independence, they held their Office for Life, by Patent immediately from the 
Superior Authority, and not from the Governors of the Province. A Breach of thole Laws would 
have formed a jull Subjeft of Complaint and PuniOiment againlt any Mahomedan Governor. I'he 
Exorbitance of Power in Bengal, arofc from the Want of Means of coercing the Mahomedan Governors, 
by Inftitutions of Strength on the Part of the Subjeft, and from their Independence of the Supreme 
Power, never afl'erted as of Right, but for a long Time in faft exilling. Ads of any Governor 
beyond the Laws, or contrary to them, were abulivcj and Ads of Abui'e can never be made the 
Standard of Legality. 

That a Body of Law exifted for the Gentfi Inhabitants, is certain j and Mr. Haftings has the Merit 
«f bringing that to the "View of the Public, by caufing very material Abftrads from it to be tranflated. 
The Gentfis have alfo their Profeflbrs in that Science, who, as it appears in Evidence to Your Com- 
mittee, are Perfons highly revered by the Natives, on Account of their Learning and Integrity 
of Life. 

The Second Reafon for fuppofing the Ad meant to ratify arbitrary Power in general Words, is, 
That the Britilh Power in Bengal had arilcn from Conquelf j and that abfolute Conquclt putting an 
End to all l.aws, Rights, and Privileges, the Governor General and Council eiercifed a Power, Irom 
the Nature of the Cafe unlimited } and this is the Power alluded to in the above Sugg< Ition, as rati- 
fied by the Ad. 

Your Committee find the Qtieftion of the Rights derived from Conqueft in the Abfirad, dark ant! 
arduous. But they arc unwilling to believe, that Parliament ever intended to ait upon a Suppij- 
fition of the utter Extindion of all the original Laws and Rights of the Natives. If any lucii Con- 
(|ueft, attended with fuch Confequcnces, has happened, it is not to be prcfumed, that on a 
Suppofition that fo formidable Power did thereby velt in the Company, it would liavc been 
transferred by Parliament, without Bounds, to the Company's Servants.— If it veiled in the Public, ir 
a 
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i?i not to be fuppoftd that Parliament (hould part with the high Sovcreigrt Membirs of fuch a PoVrcf 
out of their own Hands. 


But your Committee obferve, that formally and in Style, the Company do not aft as a Sovereign 
deriving a Title from ablolutc and unconditional Conqueft, whatever Right fuch a Title may be fup- 
pofed to confer. They have accepted by Treaty, from the ancient fovereign Power of that Country, 
a Patent, under which they aft as Dfian, or Adminiflratof of Civil Jullice and of the Revenues. 
By accepting that Office, they accepted the Duties inl'eparable from it ; which were undoubtedly to 
proteft the People committed to their Charge, in all their PofTeffions, moveable and immoveable, 
and in all their Rights, religious and civil. I'he Acceptance of this Inftrument was virtually a Con- 
vention entered into in Favour of the Natives, then delivered over to the Government of Britifh Sub- 
jefts i who, as fuch, are bound to be obedient to Afts of Parliament, wherever the Power of this 
Kingdom prevails, as Parliament will confider iifclf as bound to obferve the Conventions under which 
Rights arc acquired to the Nation, or any Part of it. As ihii Office of Diian, was not only accepted 
but folicited, and folicited and accepted at the Head of viftorious Armies, it became much the 
more binding; becaufe no Pretence could be made on the Part of the Britifh Agents, that it was 
not an Aft altogether voluntary. As therefore the Office of Dfian did not confer any boundlefs 
arbitrary Powers, when held under the ancient Sovereign, neither can it, when held under the Con- 
troiil of another Sovereign ; and it can never be a fair or fafe Conftruftion of an Aft of Parliament, 
to fuppofe that any general Words, conveying a Right to exercife Authority, were intended to convey 
a Power repugnant to the Compaft implied in the Inftrument under which alone the Means of cxcr- 
cifing any Authority at all have been acquired ; a Compadt by which many Millions of People have 
come under the Protcdlion of this Kingdom. 

The indireft Authority which may arife from Influence over the native Magiftrates in high Place^ 
as it never can be ellimated by any legal Standard, fo it never could be the Objeft of the Aft ; fo that 
the Prefident and Council never did, and the Governor General and Council never can, exercife as of 
Right, thofe unlimited, executive, judicial, and Icgiflaiive Powers, which have beei||fcontended for un- 
der the Aft of 1773. 


It would be the more mifehievous to adnrit this infinite Authority under the 7th Seftion of the 
Aft of the 13th of the King, becaufe the Provifions neCeflary to prevent Abuf'e of Powers given 
in the 30th Sedtion of the fame Aft, do not at ail apply to the Powers given in this Part. 
There is the grc.iter Room for concluding them not to be originally in any Degree Icgiflative, becaufe 
it would be abfurd to fuppofe, that Parliament fliould be fo extremely fedulous in its precautionary 
Provifions againft the Abufc of petty Regulations of Police, exercifed within a very narrow Circuit, 
whilft it authorized without any Sort of Contioul a boundlefs Exercife of Icgiflative Power througlit 
but the whole Extent of the Britifti Pofleflions, prefent or future, in that Part of India. 

Your Committee obferve, that if the Governor General and Council could be juftified in the Ar- 
r.nngemcnt, under thic largeft Conftruftion of thefe general Powers ; yet it docs not appear that tliey 
have conformed to the Direftions neceflary to give Validity to any of their Adtions, when judged by 
that Statute; for in the next Seftion, that is, in the 8th, it is enafted as follows, “ That in all 
« Cafes whatfoever wherein any Difierence of Opinion ffiall arife upon any Queftion propofed in any 
“ Confultation, the faid Governor General and Council fliall be bound and concluded by the Opinion 
“ and Decifion of the Major Part of thofe prefent." ’ ^ 


Your Committee find, that a DifFcrcncc of Opinion did arife; and the Minute of this Appointment 
was li.anded about to the Houfes of the feveral Members, in what they call Circulation but was never 

brought into the Council at all, and therefore never debated Face to Face, or decided by any Maioritv 
of the Perfons prefent. 1 r s 1 

Mr Francis being examined to this Point, admits this Mode of Proceeding to be againft Law But 
fays, that in m.iny Cafes, particularly when the Ships are on the Point of Departure for Europe, it is 
impofllble, confidently with the Nature of their Bufincfs, formed often of a great Number of mmute 
I articulars, to have every Matter on which a Diflercncc may arife, fettled in Council as the Aft direfts. 

Your Committee arc of Opinion, 1 hat the moft dangerous Confequcnccs might arife from fulFcriflg 
lu Of t<'<obey a pofuive Law, according to their Ideas of Convenience. But this 

Mode f tranlafting Bufincfs. contrary to the elfential Nature of every Council, and of every dclibe- 
nr’rW'i Lneouragement of dark Cabals, and of infidious Praftiewfto fe- 

Aft Vf’ Counfcllors, that if it were not againft the clear and exprefs Provifions of an 
Aft of Parliament, it muft be confidcrcd, in itlelf, as wholly irregular and unjuftifiablc. 

It IS polfible that the Oflence of afting in this Manner may admit of confiderablc Alleviation from 
tlic Nature of the Bufincfs to be done. But fo folemn an Aft as the Ettablilhmcnt of fuch a Court. 

The 
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“I he Houfe will probabif find it advifcable to limit the Dircdlions of the Aft of Parliarrient, fof 
toileting the Senfe of the Council, to fuch Things as arc moft clTential } leaving others to be tranf- 
afted at the Diferedon of the Governor General and Council. By inch a Method, on the one Hand* 
Bufinefs may not be obftrufted by ufelcfs Formality •, and on the other, a Stop may be put to that 
moft dangerous Pradtice of occafional Difpenfation with Afts of Parliament j which at Firft be- 
ginning probably in lighter Concerns, has already, in fo Ihort a Time as fince 1773* been extended 
to the higheft Afts of legiflative Authority. 

Your Committee, having reflefled on the Exercife of thefe high legiliaiive Powers by the Governor 
General and Council, and weighed the Convcniencics and Inconvenicncies on both Sides, recommend 
it to the ferious Confidcration of the Houfe, if any fuch Powers do by Law exift, whether thofc, and 
others equally liable to Abufe, ftiould be permitted to remain in that Board, conftituted as it is. 

The whole Body now afdng as Legiflator in Bengal, confifts, at moft, but of Fivt Perfons j 
upon Difference of Opinion, their A 6 ts are but the Senfe of T'bree-, by not unfrequent Abfences, 
Two may decide; and if but Two are prefent, which is fometimes the Cafe, the Firft in Rank* 
having a Double Vote, the whole Power is virtually in One. The Arrangement for Sir Elijah 
Iropey was approved by Two only; and though formally it was the Aft of the whole Four, in 
Subllance was that of no larger Number. If to the Confidcration of the Smallnefs of Nuniltcr, be 
added that of the Manner of collcfting Opinions, in what is called Circulation, that is, without De- 
bate, Difcuftlon, or perfonal Conference, this Power in thefe Hands, and fo exercifed, will appear in 
a Light truly lerious. So fmall a Body was probably never known to be veiled with legiflative 
Powers, in a fubordinatc Capacity, under any F'orm of Government. Your Committee thereford 
recommend, whether it would not be proper, that no confiderable Alteration lhall be made by the 
Governor General and Council, or any Authority derived from them, in the Adminiftration of the 
Public Affairs, whether in the Rules of Law, or in the Form of Judicial Inllitutions, or in the Tenurtf 
of Landed Pr*pcrty, or in the Mode of collcfting the Revenues, or in the Impofition of new Taxes, 
or in the Creation of new Civil Offices, or in the increafe of Emoluments to thofe already created 
(exceeding a fmall Sum to be fettled) without a Publication in the Supreme Court at Calcutta, of the 
fpccific inftrument by which fuch Afts are intended to be done ; which Inftrument fliall be tranf- 
niittcd to the Court of Direftors, and fhall not be of any Force or Effeft until it be fent back with 
fuch Alterations and Amendments as fliall feem neceflary by a General Court of the Eaft India Com* 
pany, and by His Majefty m Council. 

The Source of many Grievances and many Corruptions, lies in the bold Licence of the Company’s 
Servants, in fhaking ancient Eftablifhments, in lightly adopting new Projefts, which give Place to 
others, when the irregular Motives which originally created them, appear to require their Deftruftion. 
The Powers thus to be reftrained* Your Committee conceive not to be among the political Powers 
which require an immediate Proceeding on the Spot *, and perhaps more Advantage is derived from 
Delay in the Execution of nevf Projefts, and in the Grant of new Emoluments, than Mifchicf is td 
be apprehended from holding any of them under a very long Deliberation. Experience has (hewn* 
that it is more advileablc to have the Principles of thofe Regulations well difeuffed, before they are 
adopted, than to take the Means of Remedy after they are made and fully executed. 

I ft, Becaufe if the ProVifions concerning Regulation, as they ftand in the Aft of 1773, were to 
be applied to them, the Power given to the King and Council is only to annul in toto, and not to 
modify or correft. By which Oiiliffion, an Ordinance, evil in many Refpefts, may be fuffered to 
remain, upon account of fome plaufible, or really good Part, which it is not advifeablc to change * 
and it is not difficult to conftruft in this Manner the moft exceptionable Regulations. 

adly, Bccaufc bad Regulations being very frequently made for bad Purpofes, which are for the 
moft Part temporary and perfonal, all the Ends of fuch a Regulation arc anlVcrcd, and moft of 
its Mifehiefs produced, before it can be annulled by any Authority in this Kingdom. 

3dly, The annulling the Regulation, if it operates rctrofpeftively, may dangeroufly alter the 
.Condition of Individuals, who may derive Titles under it. If only profpeftivc, it leaves Indi- 
viduals the Mortification of having fuffered under an Ordinance, which the ultimate Authority has 
confidered as unfit to be made. 

4thly, The Aft of the 13th of the King is only enabling* that is, to make Regulations ) but not 
direftory, with regard to what lhall or lhall not be the proper Subjeft of this Power j by which Dcfcft, 
whether through Inadvertence or Defign, it is to be feared that many Things have been done as 
Afts of Adminiftration, which were in Reality Afts of Regulation ; and thereby the Provifions in 
the Aft, to prevent Abufe in making Ordinances and Regulations, have been entirely fruftrated. 

5thly, The Inconvenience from their Aflqpiption of this Legiflative Power, exercifed under the 
Form and Manner of an Aft of Adminiftration, ftrongly appeared in the Cafe now before Your 
Committee. For whilft the Difputcs between the Supreme Court and the Council General were under 
SsL. Com. Kir. I. M <hf 
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the ConBdemion of fttliamoM. tho Council o “iKot di&ull 

rd?rcc;:s »>> ft«"> 

higheft to the lowcft. 


The Governor General and Council, from their local and official Situation, are very fit to foggeft, 
but very unfit, for many Rcafons, to be the foie Makers of Laws and Regulations, or Dtlpofers of 
Revenues to the private Emolument of any Perfon. 


Your Committee having obferved, as they conceive, fully on the Nature of the Powers claimed 
or aflumed by the Governor General and Council, and on the Authority from which they are fup. 
pofed to originate, and having fuggefted their Ideas of Correftives and Direftions to that Au- 
thority, proceed to take into Confidcration how far the Office given under that Authority to Sir 
Elijah Impey, may be afiefted by the Salary annexed ; and how far the Legality of the Proceeding 
may be jufiified, under the Ad of the 13th of the King. 

Tn the Ad of the 13th of the King, Your Committee find that the Salaries of the Judges are qua- 
lified by the Defeription of “ certain and eftabliffied " and the Governor General and Council, and 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, arc forbidden to receive, over and above thofe Salaries, “ at^ Pre- 
“ fent. Gift, Gratuity, or Reward.” The Salaries of the Judges, and the Governor General and 
Council, are further declared to be “ in Lieu of all Fees of Office, Ferquifites, Em*iumtnts., or Ad- 
“ vantages whatfoever.” In confequence, they are forbidden to take them in Manner^ or on any 
Account or Pretence whatfoever. The fame Principle is laid down in the Charter of Jufiice, fo far as 
it regards the Judges, with a Reference to the Ad. 

The Ad, it is true, does not in exprefs Words and fpecifically prohibit either tho judges or the 
Governor General and Council from receiving the fame Emoluments, which are forbidden in ge- 
neral Terms, in the Way of Salary for the Execution of other Offices : but Your Committee are of 
Opinion, that the Judges, or the Governor General and Members of the Council General, in taking 
fuch additional Profits, under Colour of other Offices, ad clearly againft the Spirit of the Statute, 
and fruftrate the good Purpofes of the Legifiature in appointing fixed Salaries to their feveral Offices. 
The Words of the Ad which prohibit the taking of further Emoluments, arc no ftronger where they 
relate to the Council, than where they relate to the Judges » and the Prohibition to both is fometimes 
combined together in the fame Claufe. The Chief Juftice, by his Acceptance of this Employment 
and Salary, has given an Opinion, and an Example, under which the Members of the Council may 
diftributc among one another, as many of the Offices of their Eftablilhment as they think fit, and 
may annex to all thofe Offices fuch Salaries as are agreeable to their Defires. It is not ncccflary 
to point out the Door which this Pradice lays open to Avarice, Rapacity, and Monopoly, and how 
it tends to render the Governor General and Council the Rivals and Competitors of the junior Ser- 
vants, whom it is their Duty to proted, and to forward according to their Deferts. 

If the Duties of the Supreme Court arc light and trivial, an Eftablilhment of fo little Utility, and fo 
vaft an Expence, ought to be abrogated. If the additional Offices have a Duty, they interfere with 
the Duties of the Court : If they have no Duty, their Exiftence is an Abufe. It does not appear, 
that the Salaries of the Judges have been fettled upon narrow and illiberal Principles. If they lhall 
be found infufficient, they ought to be encrcaled by Parliament j but the Judges ought not to be 
permitted to make them up, by oblique Means, to the Standard of their own Defires. For this 
indefinite Capacity of taking Emoluments, not only renders the Judges dependent through the 
Offices, which they have adually obtained ; but through thofe, which they may even afterwards 
with to obtain, and leaves no Bound to Influence, Thus the Dependence of the Judges on the 
Crown, which appoints them, is limited, and cannot be encreafed but by Aft of Parliament j— 
their Dependence on the Company, or rather the Company’s Servants, is infinite} as the Salaries to 
their new Offices may be raifed, and the Offices thcmfclves multiplied without any Limit. 

The Chief Juftice feemed formerly to have entertained Ideas of the Independence of the Kino’s 
Judges, and of the Limitation of their Views to the Salaries of their Office under the Crown, v^ry 
clifterent from thofe under which he accepted an Office and a large Salary during the Pleafurc of 
certain of the Company’s Servanw, and with an Obligation to yield Obedience to all their prefent 
and future Regulations. In a Letter written to the Court of Dirtftors, figned by him and the other 
Judges, and dated the 14th of September 1776, he exprefles mo fmall Uneafinefs on fome Orders 
given by the Court of Direftors, which prevented the eafy Remittance of the Whole of the Savings 
from the Judges Salaries, at the juft Value in England j and ftating, that the Governor General ami 
Council had been in that Point at liberal as he could expeft. He adds, “ But had they been ftiH 
« more fo, wc again fubmit to your honourable Board the Impropriety of its being left to the Dif- 
« cretion of your Government here, whether th<f Members of a Court of Juftice ffiall or fliall not 

have the Enjoyment in England of fuch Savings, as they are able to make in Bengal. The Mstence 
“ whub it tends to create, and its Cossficjfmcts, art of a Nature fo degrading to the Ktnfs Judges, atrd 
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« may he fa fiAverfiwcfyiffiice^ that w hoped the leafi Sah^e ef it would be fufflcient to procure ad 
elFe^ual Redit& i^nlt it.’* 

He was fo very delicate and fmipulous, that the mete mercantile Accommodation of a Remittance* 
and that only from the Savings of the Salary appointed by Parliament, which he fuppoted had a Ted" 
dency to create Infiuence in the Company’s Servants, was fo uneafy to him, that the whole Lettcf 
is a ftrong Demand and Remonlirance of Right on the Subjeft. In Addition to the above Rea- 
fons, and others explained at large, he enforces the Juftice of his Demand, by laying open his 
Opinion with regard to the Limitation of the Views of the Judges, and their Difference in that 
Refpeft, from the Company’s Servants!—" Some of them (the Company’s Servants) arc dependant 
" on you for 0^«, which they hold in Poffeflion or Rcverfion, or for other Emoluments granted 
" and revokable hy you, which may give reafonable ExpeSiations of the like to the reft. We have 
" nothing mere to depend an than our Salaries. We mull be obliged to infift on out Rights. 

" We can have no Means of acquiring Property, other than our Salaries ; we therefore can remit 
« only our Savings out of them. We hold no other Oftices, we receive no other Emolument from 
n yeuft Thefe were, at that Time, the Sentiments of the Chief Juftice, expreffing in a clear Lan- 

guage a found Opinion. 

Your Committee, agreeing with the Sentiments againft the Praftice of the Chief Juftice, arc de- 
cidedly of Opinion, tW nothing can prevent the Supreme Court from becoming a Grievance of 
the heavieft Kind, inftead of a real Benefit to the native Inhabitants, but the keeping of the Judges 
in a State of ablolute Separation from, and entire Independence, diredly and indircftly, of the Com- 
pany’s Servants. 

The next Matter which Your Committee recommends to the Confidcration of the Houfe, is the 
Tendency of this Tranfaflion to the Benefit or Prejudice of the Natives of India, and the Security 
and Advantage of .Britilh Government in that Part of the World. And here Your Committee have 
the Satisfaftion to find, in the Courfe of their Examination, that thefe Intcrcfts arc, in Effcft, one 
and the fame. There is nothing which can ftrengthen the juft Authority of Great Britain in India, 
which does not nearly, if not altogether, in the fame Proportion, tend to the Relief of the People > 
and nothing, which renders thofe, who cxercife the fubordinatc Trufts of Power, lefs refponfible, or 
Icfs obedient to the Government from whence that Power is derived ^whether this be effefted by 
Compromifc, Cabal, Connivance, or Conneflion, either there or here) which docs not tend to deprefs 
the Minds, and deftroy the Profperity, of the Natives. 

The manifeft Tendency of this Tranfaftion, in all its Views, is, " to render Complaint to the So- 
" vercign Power of the State un&fe and ineffectual.” 

This Refort to an higher Power, of great Confequence in all Civil Society, is the Only Refourcc 
of a People, unfurniflitd with independent Privileges, or Means of popular Controul upon its Magi- 
ftrates. Whatever, therefore, tends to make the Refort to this Proteftion a Matter of Difficulty 
and Danger, goes to the direct Deftruftion of the Natives of India. 

Thefe Natives had been encouraged by the fupreme executive Powers of the Country, to complain 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature ? and not only to complain, but they were authorised, and even 
aftually called upon, to relift the Procefs of that Court, as highly injurious to Government iifclf. 
They had fcarcely lent off the Complaint, when they beheld the principal afling Perfon in that Govern- 
ment, dclivciing them up to the arbitrary Diferetion of the principal a<fting Perfon in that Court. 

On tlie ocher Hand, thofe of the Natives, who had given Credit to Sir Elijah impey’s frequent De- 
clarations, that the Supreme Court was inftituted for their Proteftion againft the powerful Servants of 
the Company, and had, on that Ground, afled fo as to incur the Difpleafure of the Governor General, 
now fee the pirfl Judge of that Court accept a great judicial Office from the Hands of the chief Ser- 
va:;f of ihc Company, and thereby becoming dependent upon thofe, againft whom the Natives were 
^augl’.t to believe he was intended, on their Part, as an uninfluenced and a powerful Controul. 

a. d his Arrangement has alfo an evil Afpeft on the Authority and Credit of the Supreme Court. 
Th. younger Judges muft feel thcmfelvcs abandoned by their Chief ; and, it is to be feared, that in 
conicqucnce of it. One of thefe Two Events will happen) either that they will nesledt their Funflions 
in Uclpair, and thus the Court will become (if already it has not become) an ufelefs Incumbrance on 
the Ucveniics of Bengal) or, what would be worfc, that thefe Judges, taught by the fuccefsful Ex- 
ample ot their Chief, may, by the Renewal of a vexatious Exertion of their remaining Powers, put 
tliemielvcs into a Pofture of compounding the Difputes between the Government and the Court, by 
obtaining lucrative Employments for themfclves. 

Its ill Effeff on the Practitioners' in that Court muft alfo be confiderabie. The Chief Jfuftice had 
adopted and tranfroitwd a Complaint, on the Part of the Attornies of Calcutta, reprefenting the Lofs, 
which they muft inevitably fufier, by the Reduction of Bufinefs in that Court, as very grievous. He 
ftated that Bufinefs as then reduced by One Third, and he declared his Apprehenfions of its Ihortly 
3 being 
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being reduced to little or nothing. Major Scott has cftabliflicd the Sagacity of his Predictions, and 
informed this Committee, that fcveral of the Praftitioners in that Court were obliged to abandon their 
Profeffion, and to betake themfeivcs to a military Life. If this had been forefeen, or had happened 
from the Ceffation of a litigious Spirit, the Complaint would have been indecent ; but if from the to- 
tal Lofs of the Authority of a ncceilary Court, the Perfon who made the Complaint ought not, by 
any Aft of his, to have contributed to a Lofs, which, in its Confequences, involved the Rum of thofe 
whom he affeded, and whom it was his Duty, as far as Reafon and Juftioe went, to take under his 
particular Protedion. 

3, Thofe Members of the Council, who had engaged in ftrong Mcafurcs, in Concurrence with 
their Principal, and had been in the fame Manner abandoned, and their Adverfary placed by their 
Aflbciate in an Office of the greateft Power and Emolument, may as probably become fcaiful or 
indifferent in afferting the Rights of the Company in future*, or may take the Turn, of compounding 
their Duties, according to the Mode eftablilhed. 

With regard to the Provincial Courts now fubmitted to Sir Elijah impey's Controul, his Opinion 
of them is, that “ they are planned on wife Principles, but fo perverted in their Execution^ as to be 
“ the greateft Inftruments of Opprejfion which the miferahU Inhabitants of the Country labour under.” 
As thofe Courts, fo ftated to be abuied, and at that very Time abuled, arc in the Hands of the 
fubordinatc Servants of ihe Company, and this Opinion, if not always pcrfedly known to Mr. 
Haftings, muft of Neceflity become Public ; Mr, Haftings muft appear, either to have placed at the 
Head of thefe Courts Servants lb ill difpofed, that no mere Power of Revifion could fufficiently gi»ard 
acrainft their evil Praiflices ; or, if he thought them innocent, muft have placed over them, their Accul'er as 
their Judge, and one, who, even to juftify hisown unrctradlcd Charge, would naturally be an harfli Cenfor 
of all their Adtions, and a prejudiced Re-hearer of all their Judgments. The Company’s Servants 
will not appear, in this Tranfadlion, to be cither juftly coerced, or kindly protefled, by Mr. Haftings. 
The refpedful Subordination, fo neceffary to this Service, muft be greatly impaired. 

4. The Britifh Inhabitants, who, concurring with the Governor General, were of Opinion that the 
Chief Juftice had made an excefllve Ufe of his Power in the Supreme Court, fee him now invefted 
by their Governor and Fellow Complainant with new and far greater Powers than thofe which they 
had ftated him to Parliament as having abufed. It appears in Evidence, that they are much difeon- 
tented with this Arrangement j and it is impoffiblc that it fhould not operate as a great Difeouragi- 
ment to any Exertion of theirs, cither in their own Favour, or in that of others. 

And Your Committee arc of Opinion, That the Protedlion of Britilh Subjedls, thus deferted in 
their Complaints, is no trivial Matter, as, on Account of the comparative Smallnefs of their Numbers, 
it might appear; for it is through the Means of the Humanity, Courage, and Fidelity of thole Britifh 
Subjeifts, efpecially through the Courage and Fidelity of thofe who profel's the Law as Counfel or At- 
tornies, that a Complaint of the Natives can come before any Power in Great Britain, capable of 
affording Redrefs to their Grievances. 

The Cafe of Mr. North Naylor, Attorney to the Company, is of itfelf fufficient to render all fuch 
Complaints, in future, an Affair of the extremeft Hazard. Mr. Naylor, who appears to have been a 
Perfon of confiderable Induftry and Abilities, was employed by the Governor General and Council to 
defend that Board, and fome Perfons of Diftiniftion amongft the Natives, againft the late Suits in the 
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court attached Mr. Naylor for a Contempt, on Account of fome 
Steps he had taken, under the Direction, and in Favour of, his Clients and on his Refufal to anlwcr 
a Sesiesof Interrogatories (in which Refufal he was fupported by his Clients) he was detained in the 
Common Gaol of Calcutta, a mifcrable and peftilential Place, upwards of a Month. For thefe In- 
terrogatories, which Your Committee conceive to be in many Parts wholly unjuftifiable, they refer to 
their Report of laft Seffion, and to the Coffijurah Appendix to that Report, N* 23. 

Mr. Naylor, who was in no good State of Health at the Time of this rigorous Imprifonment, and 
having had, during its Continuance, fome Family Misfortunes, died foon after his Relcafe upon BaiU 
his Death being, in all Probability, haftened, if not caufed, by his Sufferings under Confinement. 
'I'he Council, indeed, conlidcred, that whatever the final Judgment of the Court might be, Mr. 
Naylor could not, after his fuffering Imprifonment, and the Difgracc he had undergone, ferve the 
Company any longer as Commiffioner of Law Suits, and Attorney on Record ; therefore conferred 
on him, as fome Retribution, the Place of Regiftcr of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulur, which 
they then revived, with a Salary equal to that of his other Offices. Whether that Place could be a 
full Comfwnfation for the whole of his Lofles, does not appear: He did not live to make the Expe- 
riment : For his Imprifonment and Difgrace, it was none. 

The Governor General and Council, inftead of eftedually purfuing their Complaint to obtain Repa- 
ration for Mr.Naylor’sCharaiffcr, and Juftice for his Sufferings, in Effca have paffed Judgment both 
on Mr, Naylor’s Condud and their own, by rewarding the Author of Mr. Naylor’s Sufft rings, and the 
Objedf of their own Accufation. Nothing has been done towards obtaining any Security for thofe, 
who might venture hereafter to ferve the Company in their Law Affairs ; the whole Tranfadion 
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leaving a memorable Example to Natives, to Britilh Subjefts, and to Praflitioners in the Courts, to 
deter them from aflerting any public or private Right in Courfe of Englifli Law ; fincc a Perfon, 
conrerfant in that Law, adting under the higheft Powers of that Country, had IbfFered fo grievoufly 
(It may be ev^n to Death) for fupporting a Caufc of the Natives, patronized by Government. 


Your Committee, confidering the Safety of Complaint as the Foundation of all Redrefs to 
Grievances, find themfelves indifpcnfably obliged to call the ferious Attention of the Houle to tlic 
Cafe referred to in their Report of laft ScfTion, p. 59 -, namely, the Cafe of the Rajah Nundcomar. 

A Native of the higheft Rank, and of an Order reputed facred throughout India, was capitally 
executed in the City of Calcutta, with Circumftances the moft Ihocking to the Prejudices of that 
People, and which conveyed, according to thofe Prejudices, the Idea of Offence and Infult to all 
Clafles of Men. The Crime, for which this Native was thus executed, namely, that of Forgery, is 
not capital by the Laws of that Country j though, by a Statute made within this Century, it has been 
made fo in England. The criminal Faft alleged was at that Time, and had long been, in a Courfe 
of Examination in a Civil Suit, the Event of which was to be decided by the Authenticity of the In- 
ftrument laid to have been forged. In fo extraordinary a Cafe, the Execution of the Sentence might 
and ought to have been refpited, until His Majefty’s Pleafure (hould be known. 'I’he Omifiion of 
fuch Refpite is the more to be noticed, bccaufe the Chief Juftice, in his Letter to the Earl of Roch- 
ford, of the 25th of March 1775, complains, that “ he had always felt great Inconveniencies from 
“ being obliged to infliift upon Offenders the fame Punifhments which are inflidted in England for the 
“ fame Offences.” His Firft Inftance is in the Application of the Law of capital Punilhments, 
He certainly had it in his Power to refpite the Sentence. 

The Circumftance, which brings this Omiffion Home to the Point at prefent under the Obfervation 
of Your Committee, is this •, that the Rajah, thus denied a Refpite, was, at the very l ime of his 
Apprehenfion, under the Protedtion of the Council, in the Midft of his Evidence againft Mr. 
Haftings, the Governor General, on a Charge of Peculation and Abufc of his Office, in taking Money 
from the Natives. 

Your Committee has received it in Evidence, that this Trial and Execution was looked upon by 
many of the Natives as political } nor does the Committee conceive it poffibie, that, combining all 
the Circumftances together, they fhould look upon it in the Light of a common judical Proceeding} 
but nnirt regard it as a political Meafure, the Tendency of which is, to make the Natives feel the ex- 
treme Hazard of accufing, or even giving Evidence of corrupt Pradlices againft any Biitilh Subjedl 
in Station, even though fupported by other Britifh Subjcdls of equal Rank and /Authority. It will be 
rather a Mockery, than a Relief to the Natives, to fee Channels of Juftice opened to them, at their 
great Charge, both in the Inftitution and in the Ufe, and then Appeals, ftill more expenfive, carefully 
provided for them, when, at the fame Time, Pradtices arc countenanced, which render ihe Kefort to 
thofe Remedies far more dangerous than a patient Endurance of Oppreffion, under which they may 
labour. 

Your Committee find, from their Enquiry, that the Natives, who are Men of Bufinefs, and who 
have Truft, or feck to be in Truft with Europeans, are, by Habit and Education, referved and timid, 
patient and diflembling, not difpofed publicly to complain of Abufc, or openly to relent Injury; and 
much lefs to bring to Light any P'raud, Extortion, or Peculation ; and that, though litigious with their 
Equals, they arc difpofed to leek Refuge againft the Abufes of Station, rather in low Intrigues, and 
the miicrable Arts and Subterfuges of Servitude, than in a manly Alfcrtion of their Rights, before 
an Authority enabled by Power, and bound by Duty, to relieve them. It is much to be appre- 
hended, that they may find it more eligible^, to compound with the Rapacity of the Officer next above 
them, than to involve themfelves in a doubtful, intricate, and diftant Courle of Kedrcb, winch, 
calling in new Powers, Ids underftood, anti as expenfive as the Firft were rapacious, will only (erve 
to vary and to aggravateaheir Vexations, rendering, in the End, the Purfiiic of Remedy for fume 
partial Grievance, the Means of their total Ruin. Others, feeing no Redrefs obtainable by fair and 
legal Courfes, will lecurc Proteiftion and Profit by becoming InftrumeiUs in the Oppreffions of tlicir 
Pellow Citizens ; and it is to be apprehended, that it will inevitably grow into a Piinciple both of 
falfe Honour and real Policy, in Perfons engaged in thele criminal Trufts, to conceal every Ait of 
Extortion, to which they are bound to lubniit, as well as every Corruption and Oppreffion, in which 
they are concerned. 'I'he Natives will be thus confirmed in all their evil Habits-, and the Eu- 
ropeans, by being brought themfelves into the fame Condition, which produced iliole Habits in 
others, inftead of improving the Natives by the Boldnefs and Opennefs of European Manners, will 
thtrnfelvcs be led gradually into the Refinement, Myftcry, Diffimulation, and Prevarication of Indian 
Banians and Gomaftahs. By this Means, fuch an CJbfcurity and Confufion will be fpread (and is in- 
deed already growing) over all the Xi’^nfaiffions of that Country, that no Sagacity will be able to pe- 
netrate into Abufes, nor any Power Jbe fufficient to conviil them. 
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Thcfc Mifchlefs being the direft Refult of the late Tranfadlions at Calcutta, in which the leading 
jPerfons have mutually abandoned their Principles, their Affociates, ai^ their Dependents, all TruU 
in any Branch of Government is diOblvcd j and it is the Opinion ot this C^tniuiuee, that, it an 
effectual proceeding be not fpecdily adopted by the Houfc, and perfevered in with a Cdnftancy equal 
to that with which fome Perfons in Bengal have perfevere'd in th<^ Prailiccs, Parliament has re- 
ceived the laft Complaint of Grievance from India, 


The Manner in which Intelligence of Proceedings in India is communicated to Europe, comes 
under the laft general Head of the prefent Report. Your Committee arc ot Opinion, that the Go- 
vernor General and Council (and Judges, where they are concerned) Ihould lie compelled to an inge- 
nuous and candid Statement of the Cafe, on which any propofed Regulation is to be made » and 
that they Ihould be obliged to expofe the Whole of their Dehgn ti^ethcr, in One I’iece i without 
which, it will be impolfible to form a true Judgment on its Merits. The Mode of Tranl'miflion, in 
the prefent Cafe, has been found fo extremely improper, that, if a more clear and ingenuous Mct 
thod of Communication is not fecured, all Plans of Reformation ia India muft be defesaed. 

In the Firft Propoficion of Sir Elijah impey’s Office to the Members of Council, no\leniion was 
made, or even hinted at, of any Salary. On that State, jt was carried in the ConlVltstion j in that 
State it was accepted by Sir Elijah Impey •, and in that State (fo far as the private Difpatch brought 
by Mr. Shalcefpeare, who arrived on or before tlie ad of July laft, gave any Account of the Pro- 
ceedings) it was at firft tranfmitted to Great Britain. 

The Firft Difpatch which arrived in England, was not direfted to the Court of Directors j but 
came from the Governor General, as a private Communication to the Chairman of the Eaft India 
Company. The Chairman caufed it to be privately communicated to Perfons in high Office very 
foon after its Arrival i but held it back from the Court of Direffors, as not being regularly authen- 
ticated, until the 24th of October, although he had laid before them other Papers, of not greater 
formal Authenticity, and which had been received by the very fame Conveyance, 

Whether the Arrival of the private Difpatch brought by Mr. Shakefpeare, fo long before that ad- 
drelTcd to the Court of Directors (the Two having been fent in Ships which fsilcd at the fame Time) 
was in confequence of Orders to purfue the Means fitted: for giving the private Difpatch the Start bf 
tjjc public, or has happened by mere Accident, Your Committee cannot determine i but they think 
themfelves obliged to point it out in this Place. 

In India, the Scheme having proceeded thus far, and the Governor General having firft fccured 
the main Queftion for the Appointment, in due Time propofes the Salary j but, on the Pro)pc£k of 
Oppofuion from Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis, Sir Eyre Coote being abfent, the Matter is fuffered 
to lie dormant : Mr. Francis being departed, and Mr. Wheler left unfupported, the Propofal of the 
Salary was, as Your Committee have Rcafon to believe, from undoubted Evidence, renewed, and of 
courfe carried. 

The Eftabliffiment of the Salary was made on the 6th of January, and Mr. Scott departed with 
Difpatches to the Company from Mr. Haftings, and with his Powers as Agent, to defend his Pro- 
ceedings, on the 9th of the fame Month ( but no public official Account of that Salary has been 
tranfmitted, or at Icaft laid before the Diredtors 1 though they have fo little Rcafon to doubt die 
Fadl, that they have ftated it as a Pgrt of the Cafe laid before Counfel, 

Thcfc feveral Members of the Dcfign came to Europe, not only feparatc, but each Part comes .it 
Bfft in the Shape of private Intelligence. 

Mr. Haftings, in fending an Agent to Great Britain, to explain a Condudf which ftood fo much 
in Need of Explanation, has in this Refpeft done his Duty. Major Scotu his Agent, is alio Iiis 
Aid dc Camp and private Secretary. He is a Perfon in Confidence, and declares himfclf to be fully 
prepared with all the neceflary Inftrudtions, and furnifhed with the neceflary Documents. But Your 
Committee, qn Enquiry fqr a Copy of the Confulration concerning Sir Elijah Impey’s Salary (whi^h 
he does not deny to have been fettled, though he will not admit himfclf to be clear that it is accepted) 
he finds he is not furniflicd with this foie Paper, fo effential to Mr. Haftings’s Caufe : He fuppolcs it 
owing to fome Neglcdt of the Clerk. After leavjng Calcutta, Mr. Scott, the Agent, makes a confi- 
dcrablc Stay at Madras, and receives Ecttcr<,^rom Mr. Haftjngs i but ftjll this Paper i$ forgot. 

Sir Elijah Impey, on his Part, has fent no Agept at all, nor authorized any, whom the Committfe 
can find, to undertake his Defence ; and though hp muft be confeiogs that the whole Proceeding was 
unpopular, anti muft be queftioned in Great Britain j and though he beheld Veflel after Veflcl, and 
Officer after Officer, departing for Europe, he has not thought^roper to fend, by any Conveyance, 
any Account whatfoever of this Tranfaftion, fither fo tjie Minjfters of His Majelly, under whole 
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Conllpifnon fee «^ed in ha f irft Office j or to the Court of Direftors, tinder whofc Authority he 
received his Second, and from whofc Treafurjr he is to receive the vaft Appointment of his Offices, 
both old ami new. ' This was the more extraordinary, as the Chief Juftice, on former Occafions, 
-was {Efficiently liberal of Informatioi) | and on the Matter of the Remittance of the Profits, derived 
frbm his legal Salary, %ad written a very long Letter to that Court. He had alfo long flnce tranf- 
mitted a Plan relative to the Country Courts, and other Law Arrangements ; and had, in his Letter 
to the Secretary of State, made an Offer to affift, without dcfiring any Vote, any Power, or any 
Emotument, in this very Court of Sudder Adaulut, merely as an Advifer, and abfolutely difclaiming 
every VSiir to Intereft in his Ddire of fitting there. 


As it is rather by Management, than by dlre<5l Oppofition, that the Authority of Great Britain is 
weakened in India, Your Committee think it expedient, without deciding on the actual internal Mo- 
tives of the Parties, to ftate to the Houfe the p^ble Policy, which might, in other Cafes, di(5fate a 
SupprdBon of all C^mmunkation on one Side, and fuch imperfeA, partial, and garbled Communica- 
tion on the other, in order that the Houfe may take Meafurcs to prevent the Mifehiefs arifing from 
fuchg||hconneAed and irregular Correfpoodence in future. 

It may be taken for granted, that the great Stand of Objeftion to any new Eflablifhment will be 
made on the Firft Propofition , and, knowing that Topics of the Difintereftednefs of Parties, in any 
Tranfadlion, have no fmall Force in recommending any Scheme to thofr, who may not be furnifhed 
with the Means of judging on its internal Merits, it may be firft produced as a Mcafurc from whence 
none of the Parties are to derive any Profit. In this Light, if a Sandion can be obtained to the 
naked Office, tlie lucrative Parts, which in Reality may be Principal in the Formation of the Defign, 
will afterwards appear only an Acce fTary and Subordinate ; they will pafs off as included in the Firft 
Approbation, and the feveral Parts, dropping in one after another, will excite little Attention, and 
no Alarm. 

With regard to a total Withholding of Information by one pf the Parties, where there may be 
Crofs Charges, and where the Decifion is diftant in Place, and late in Time, more Advantage might 
be derived, in fome Sort of Cafes, from having made no Defence at all, than from any Defence that 
could be made ; whilft it was argued, by the Friends of the Parties in England, that it would be un- 
juft to condemn a Man unheard, or even to touch the Meafure he was concerned in, as indirectly 
tending to condemn him •, and thus all Determination on the Merits of queftionable ConduCt, and 
even queftionable Eftablifhments, would be poftponed from Year to Year. The Firft Impreffion of 
an evil Aft would grow fainter every Day -, the Spirit of Enquiry and Profecutioti would cool by 
Time, tillj'at length, the Order and Peace of the fubordinate Government would be pleaded againft 
its Reformation. 

Your Committee has been at the greater Pains to unravel a dangerous Syftem of praftical Prevari- 
cation, which may very eafily be forefeen, if an irregular and partial Communication from India is 
permitted ; becaulc, by fuch unworthy Artifices, the wife and benevolent Defigns of the King and 
Parliament may be cffeftually fruftrated, if Pctfbns there, covering an improper Conduft by an im- 
proper Negleft of Information j diverting the Attention from a reprehenfibJe Aft of an old Date, by 
committing a new one of the fame Defeription, and, at length, eltablifhing Corruptions as a Sort of 
preferiptive Rights, arc luffercd to fatigue Bririlh Government into an Acquideence in their Mifde- 
treanors, and the Native People into Pefpair of qny Redrefs, 

Your Committee is fenfible, that the very Diftance between Bengal and Great Britain affords great 
Advantage to improper Praftices. For this Your Committee is unable to find any Remedy, but in 
the fubftantial Nature of Parliamentary Proceedings, and in ufing all poffjblc Prom[)titiide in them. 
Whenever a flrong Ground of ClfSrge is laid for an Abufe of Office in India, and that the l^irties 
charged did, or might, but through their own Fault, know of that Matter, and arc afcerwartls negli- 
gent in giving Information, lo far as it comes to their Knowledge, they ought t<5 be called Home, 
if it were only for that very Negligence ; and ought to be compelled to anfwcr, on their Return to 
England, both to the Charge, and to the Negleft : Otherwife, Complainants and Wiinefics will die, 
Mifdemeanors will be compounded, and the Complaints antiquated, long before they can be brought 
to any Decifion, 

The People of India do dot partake the Benefits of the Uritilh Conftitntion { and it is not proper 
to load them with its Inconveniencies. The of formal Juftice, cftabiifficd in England, and in 
moft other European Countries, may have bcert made with a Reference to Advantages which arc of 
a more lubfiantial Nature, and which are to be enjoyed within the Limits of Countries where they 
prevail. They arc originally made upon a Jinall and a connefted Scale of Empiie. If fuch local 
Maxims are adhered to in their Rigour, and applied to Procefi'eoming from the remoteft Parts of the 
World, fucli a Dtday of Justice would be work than 9 total Denial of it. 
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The People of India can derive no Confolation from Maxims and Modes of Proceeding InlGreat 
Britain, which never have operated, and never can operate, in Favour of their Complaints j but which 
have their full Forge in Favour of the Perfons, againU whom they may have Reafon to complain. 
Theie bging moft commonly Perfons of great Wealth, and either original^ poflefllng, or recently 
forming, extcnfive Fricndlhips and powerful Connexions in Great Britain, tnc Natives of India, who 
cannot comprehend the Principle of our Proceedings, but who perfeXly comprehend the Force of 
Wealth, Friendfliip, Favour, and powerful Connexion, will be apt to attribute their Failure of Relief 
rather to the Cauics which they do, than to thofe which they do not underftand. The Laws, there- 
fore, relative to Perfons in Power in India, ought, as Your Committee conceive, to be accotftmodated 
to their Situation -, and Parliamentary Proceeding appears to be the only Mode, in which Relief for 
Indian Grievances may be had, with Safety to the Rules of Judicature in England, or with EfFeX in 
India, if Parliament (hould not voluntarily put Fetters of Form on itlelf, where the Conftitution has 
put none. 

Your Committee think tbemfclves bound, in concluding their Obfervatipns on this their Eirft Re- 
port of this ScHion, to remark, that Mr. Francis and Mr. Whelcr appear to have aXed confidently 
and properly in refifting the new Arrangement of the Court of Sudder Adaulut j and that Juftice 
Chambers and Juftice Hyde, for any thing which appears to Your Committee, have had no S%fe in, 
or been aflenting to, any Part of it. 
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ExtraSt of a Letter from the Chairman and Hepuly Chairman of the Eaft India Company t to the honourable 
fVarren Haftings, Governor General of Bengal -, dated the ift, and difpatched the 3d, of Augujl 1781. 

Y O U have been informed, by otir Letter of the pth of June laft, that Affairs on the Coaft 
were under the Inveftigatidn of a Secret Committee of tne Houfc of Commons~By this 
Conycvancc we fend you Copy of the Firfk and Second Reports of the faid Comrnittec of Secrecy, 
with the Appendix to the Seemtd Report} but the Appeiidix to tKe Firft keport is not yet 
printed. 

On the Ship Deptford, was forwarded a Copy of tfie Reporf and Appendixes o^ the Scleft Com- 
mittee, refpcdling the Bengal Judicature— We now fend another Copy of that Report, and of the 
Aft paired, for your further Information. 

An Aft of :|||liament having alfo palTrd during the laft Seflion, by which the Company’s 
Charter has been"prolongcd for Ten Years, we tranfmit you Copy thereof for your Information 
and Guidance i and enjoin ftriA Attention and Obedience ^teto^ 


SUu, U. Fi 
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£af India Heufe, 26th I^ttember 17.811 

At a Conference! 

PRESENT, 

L.aurehce Suiivan, Efquire, Chairman, 

Sir William James, Baronet, Deputy Chairman, 

Brigadier General Richard Smithi 

Reprefenlatm by General Smitht 

I ‘^‘te^cd by the Select Committee of the Houfe of Commons, to reprefent' to you, Mr, 
Sulivan, that as,.^n your Evidence before that Committee, upon being alked. If the Court of 
■ u c j j Orders relative to the Appointment of Sir Elijah Iqipey to be Judge of 

the Suddet Dewannee AdaulUt } you ftated to them. That it was a Matter of Importance f and 
r- 3 ' that 


N* 2. 


AfPENDiX, 

fhatthe Company had ordered the Opinions of the Attorney 

pjng, and the Company's Coupfd. to be wltcp before they Wpld. PQfhfi.tp jny Dcciriort <in 


1C : 


^ejl. That as thofe Opinions are now received, the Cohiinittcc wiih fo know, if tlic Company 
have lent any Ordprs in Confcquencc { 

Anf No, 

if they intend to fend any Orders in Confequence f 
Anf. Yes •, the Chairman and peputy will think it nccelTary to recommend to the Court of Di- 
reftors, that fume Orders Ihould be fent, with the Counfel’s Opinions > but nothing decifivc. 

Upon this Anfwer, General Smith reprefented from the Committee to the Chairman and De- 
puty, rhat as this Appointment was now under the Gowfittenition of the Committee, whether they 
would think it proper to fend any Orders upon the Subjcift, until the Committ^t made their 
Report, and the Senfc of the Houfc of Comtiiops (hould be known upon the Appqiptment of Sir 
Elijah Impey to the Office of Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut? 

Anfwer by the Chairman and Deputy Chairmefn. The Chairs agree to propofe to the C^urt, to men- 
jtion the prefent State of Proceedings in England on that Subjeft, in their next Advices to Indiaj 
and to ftaie, that as the Subje<fl is now under Confidtration of Parliament, fO foon as any Deter- 
mination's had, the Servants of the Company flrajl be adyifed thereof, for their Guidance. 


Uau. Sulivan. 
W*. James. 


At n Court e/'IilrfUors, held on Tuefde^ the i stb January 1 781. 

The further Confidcration of a Paragraph, which had been approved on, the 4th Inftant, and aftepT 
wards fubmitted to and approved by • Adminiftration, for fhe General Lettpr to Bengal, rela- 
tive to the Appointment made by the Governor General and Council of Sir Elijah Impey to TC^udge 
of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, was propofed, and the. fame being noyy read, apd further 
confidered. 


A Motion was thep made, That Sir Elijah Impey be removed from the Office of Judge of the 
Sudder Pewannec Adaulut. 

# 

And the Court entering into a Debate thereon } during the Courfc whereof, the Proceedings had iii 
the Council General, on the Eftablilhnrsent of that Office, and the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey 
thcicto, being read j after a further Debate, 


Anti the faid Paragraph and Motion haying been again read j 

And the Chairman having Hated to the Court, the Proceedings had, and alfo the Minutes of a Con- 
ference held by himfelf and the Deputy Chairman, with Brigadier General Richard Smith, Chairmap 
of the Sclecfl Committee of the Houfe of Commons, appointed to take into Confidcration the State 
of the Adminiftration of Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifta, relative to the Afr 
pointmcnt in Qot-'llion i and, ' 

The faid Minutes being then read, 


It was moved, 

That the Paragraph relative to Sir Elijah Impey, that paffed the Court on the 4th of January 
Jafl, be relcinded. 


And the (^icftion thereon being put by the Ballot, and it appearing there was an Equality of 
Votes, , 

The Court proceeded, agreeably to the Diredtions i.p the Company’s Charter, to the Determiitotioa 
of the faid Queftion by Lot j and Two Lots being accordingly prepared. 

And the Treafiircr being called into Court, he drew the Lot, which determined that the faid 
.Queftion paffed in the Negative which was accordingly declared from the Chair. 

Whereupon the Queftion^ on the before- ntentioned Motion, That Sir Elijah Impey be removed 
/rom the Office ot J udge ot the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, being propofed j • 

2 
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The previous ^ftion on the faid Motion was demanded, That the main Queftion be now put j 
and being accordingly put by the Ballot, 

The fame paffed in the Negative. 


At a Court of DireBorSt held on Friday the \ith January 1782. 

jofeph Sparkes, Francis Baring, John Smith, Thomas Cheap* and William Mills, Junior* 
Efquires, now delivered in the following Diflent * viz. 

India- Houfe, 1 8th January, lySi. 

“ BcinK"del^os that feme Proof'lhould appear Upon the Company’s Records, of the Opinions 
which weexprefled in Court on the 15th Inftant, refpedting Sir Elijah Impey’s Appointment to the 
Office of Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, and the Neceffity of giving Orders, by the Ships 
now about to depart for India, to fet afide that Appointment : We take this Method to exprefs our 
Difapprobation of the Proceedings of the Court on that Day, which prevented the Decifion of a 
Motion made to remove Sir Elijah Impey from the faid Office. 

“ We are* with great Refpedf* 

“ Gentlemen, 

‘‘ Your moft humble Servants, 


“ To the Honourable the Court 
of Direftors of the Eaft 
India Company.” 


Joleph Sparkes, 
I<>an. Baring* 

John Smith, 

Tho* Cheap, 

W. Mills, Jun’* ” 


Copy of the Paragraph of the Company^ General tetter to Bet^al-, dated the x^tb January 1782, ah- 

proved ky the Court of IHreSlors on the of the fame Month, 

We have not been inattentive to your Proceedings refpefting the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey 
to be Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut * but as that Appointment is now Under the Confide- 
ration ot a CoUfmittee of the Houfe of Commons, and as the Committee have not yet made their 
Report to the Houfe, we think it proper to wait the Determination of Parliament on the Subjeft, 
when you Ihall, fo foon as poffible, be advifed thereof for your Guidance. 
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Cafe for the Eaft India Compaky. 

F rom the Time the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, was granted to the Eaft India Com- 
pany, the whole Government and Mana^ment of the Provinces, in all Affairs civil and military, 
was in the Governor and Council of Bengal, of a SeleA Committee of them •, but in certain Cafes 
the Name of the Nabob was ufed, and he was held forth as the oftenlible Sovereign of the Country. 

In the Year 1772, the Governor and Council of Bengal eftablilhed new Courts of Judicature, for 
the Adminiftration of Jufticc amongft the Natives throughout the Provinces ; which were divided into 
Diftri^. By theft Regulations, a Court was eftablilhed in each Diftr'il, ■ called The Mofulftll De- 
wannee Adaulut, for Trial of civil Caufts, in which the Collector of each Diftrift was to prefide as 
Judge, in the Quality of King’s Dewan, and was to be attended by the Provincial Dewan appointed 
by the Preftdent and Council, and the other Officen of the Cutcherry. 

[B] 
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The Regulations alfo eftablifhed a fuperior Court of civil Jurifdifiion, at the chief Seat of Co- 
vernment, called TheDewannee Sudder Adaulut ; which wa? to receive and determine A ppetda fwan 
the Provincial Dewannee Adaulut. In this Court, the Prefident or Governor of Bengal, and Two 
Members of the Council, were to fit as Judges, attended by the Dewan of the Khalfa, the Head 
Conongoes, and other Officers of the Cutcherry, and in the Abfence of the Prefident, a Third Member 
of the Council was to fit, fo that not lefs than Three Members were to decide on an Appeal ; but die 
whole Council might fit if they chofe it. 

After the above Regulations, a Provincial Council was appointed inftead of a Collc 61 :or, and they 
were named, “ The Judges of the Court of Dewannee Adaulut.” 


• 77 -?* 13th G«). III. Cap. 64. — An Afl was nn-ide for eftablifhing certain Regulations for the 
better Management of the Ealt India Company’s Affairs ; whereby, for the better Management 
of the Company’s Affairs in India, it was enaded, “That for the Government of tlic Prefidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, there fhould be appointed a Governor and Four Councillors, and that 
the whole Civil and Military Government of the faid Prefidency, and alfo the Ordering, Manage- 
ment, and Government of all the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues in the Kingdoms of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, fliould, during fuch Time as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues 
fliould remain in PoffelTion of the Company, be and tlie fame were thereby veiled in the faid Gover- 
nor General and Council of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in the like Manner, to 
all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever, as the fame then were, or at any Time thentofore might have 
been excrcifed by the faid Prefident and Council, or Seleifl Committee, in the faid Kingdoms.” 

The fame A 6 t impowered His Majefty to cllabliflia Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
aforcfaicl, to conlilt of a Chief Jullicc and 'I’hree other Judges, who were to have fuch Salaries as 
in the faid Act are mentioned, which were to be in lieu of all Fees of Office, Perquifites, Emoluments, 
and Advantages whatfoever ; and that no Fees of Office, Perquifites, Emoluments, or Advan- 
tages whatfoever, Ihould be accepted, received, or taken by the faid Judges, or any of them, in 
any Manner, or on any Account or Pretence whatfoever, other than fuch Salaries and Allowances as 
were in and by that Aft direfted to be paid to tliem refpcftively, 

Purfuant to this Aft, the King granted a Charter of Juftice, and appointed Sir Elijah Impey 
Chief Jullice of the Court ; and he took that Office upon him. 

Many Difputes arofe between the Govenor General and Council and the Judges, refoeftinw the 
Juril'diftion of the Supreme Court. . ‘ ° 


28th March 1780, the Governor General and Council eftablifhed another Plan for the Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice throughout the Provinces •, by which they ordained, that theW fhould con- 
tinue to be Courts of Civil Judicature in each of the Grand Divifions therein mentioned j and that 
over eacli of thefe Courts, a Company’s covenanted Servant Ihould prdide, under the I'itle of 
Superintendent of the Dewannee Adaulut, and his Jurifdiftion was to be independent of the Pro- 
vincial Councils— that the Provincial Councils Ihould try and determine all Revenue Caufes • and 
that the Superintendent of the Dewannee Adaulut fhould try and determine all otlier civil Caufes 
They alfo eftablifhed various other Regulations, of which you have .1 Copy herewith ; by thefe Re’ 
gulations an Appeal is given in certain Cafes from the Dewannee Adaulut, to the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, in the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut. 


Oftober 1780 —Sir Elijah Impey w.is appointed by the Governor General and Council of Bemra! 
Minutes Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, as mentioned in the following 


Governor CcncraVs Minute in Ccnfultaticn, September 1780. 

The Inftitution of the new Courts of Dewannee Adaulut, has already given Occafion to 
very troublefomc and alarming Competition between them and the Provincial Councils, and too 
much Waite of Time at this Boasd.— Thefe, however, manifeft the Neceflity of giving a more cban 
ordinary Attentmn to thefe Courts in the Infancy of their Eftablifhment, that they m?y neither per- 
vert the Purpofes, nor exceed the Limits of their Jurifdiftion, nor fuffer incroachtnents upon 


To efteft thefe Points, would require fuch a laborious and almoft unremitted Application 
that however urgent or important they may appear, I Ihould dread to bring them before the Con- 
fultation ot the Board j unlcls I could propofe feme Expedient for that Endfthat Ihould not add to 
the Weight ot Bufmefs with which it is already overcharged. 


r *i which 1 have to offer, will, I hofie, prove rather a Diminution of it. By the 
©I tlic Dewannee Courts, they arc all made amenable to a fuperior Court, called, 


Confti cation 
The Sudder 

Dewannee 
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ftewannce Adaulut, which his been commonly, but erroncouflyi underftood to be fimply a Court 
of Appeals. Its Province is, and neceffarily muft be, more extenfive. It is not only to receive 
Appeals from the Decree of the inferior Courts, in all Cauies eJtceeding a certain Amount but to 
receive and revife all the Proceedings of the inferior Courts, to attend to their Conduft, to remedy ' 
their Defeats, and generally, to form fuch new Regulations and Checks^ as Experience Ihall prove 
to be ncceffary to the Purpole of their Inttitution. Hitherto the Board has referved this Office 
to itfclf, but hath not yet entered into the Execution of it, nor, I will venture to pronounce, will 
it ever with Effcft, though Half of its Time were devoted to this finglc Department. Yet, with- 
oiu both the Support and Controul of fome powerful Authority held over them, it is impoflible 
for the Courts to fubfiftt but they muft cither fink into Contempt, or be perverted into the 
Inftruments of Oppreflion. 

“ This Authority, I repeat, the Board is incapable of cxercifing, and if delegated to any 
Body of Men, or to any individual Agent, not poircffing in thcmfclvcs fome Weight inde- 
pendent of mere official Power, it will prove little more effedVual. The only Mode which I 
can devife to fubftitutc for if, is included in the following Motions, which I now fubmit, on 
the Reafons premifedj to the Conlideration of the Board : 

“ That the Chief Juftice be requefted to accept of the Charge and Superintendency of the 
Office of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, under its prefent Regulations, and fuch other as the Bo.ird 
fliall think proper to add to them, or to fubftitutc in their ftead ; and that on his Acceptance 
of it, he be appointed to it, and ftiled the Judge of the Sudder Adaulut.” 

“ I (hall beg Leave to add a few Words in Support of this Propofition, on different Grounds. 1 
am well awase that the Choice which I have made for fo important an Office, and one which will 
minutely and nearly overlook every Rank of the Civil Service, will fubjeCl me to much popular Pre- 
judice, as its real Tendency will be mifunderftood by many, miiVcprctcntcd by more, and perhaps 
dreaded by a few. 

“ I Ihall patiently fubmit to this Confequcnce, bccaufc I am confeious of the Reftitude of my In- 
tentions, and certain that the Event will juftify me, and prove, that in whatever Light it may be 
fupcrficially viewed, I Ihall be found to have ftudied the true interefts of the Service, and contributed 
the moft effedually to its Credit. 

“ The Want of legal Powers, except fuch as were implied in very doubtful Conftruflions of the 
Aft of Parliament, and the Hazards to which the Superiors of the Dewannee Courts are expofed 
in their own Perfons, from the Exercife of their Funftions, has been the principal Caufc of their 
Remifihefs, and equally of the Difregard which has been in many Inftances fticwn to their Autho- 
rity : They "will be enabled to aft with Confidence, nor will any Man dare tO conteft their Right of 
afting, when their Proceedings arc held under the Sanftion and immediate Patronage of the Firft 
Member of the Supreme Court, and with his Participation in the Inftances of fuch as are brought 
in Appeal before him, and regulated by his Inftruftions. They very much require an Inftruftor, 
and no one will doubt the fuperior Qualifications of the Chief Juftice for fuch a Duty. 

“ It will be the Means of leffening the Diftance between the Board and the Supreme Court, 
which has perhaps been, more than the undefined Powers affumed to each, the Caufc of the Want of 
that accommodating Temper, which ought to have influenced their Intercourfe with each other. 

“ The Conteft in which we have been unfortunately engaged with the Court, bore at one Time 
fo alarming a Tendency, that I believe every Member of the Board foreboded the moft dan- 
gerous Confcqucnccs to the Peace and Refources of this Government from them. They are at 
prefent compofed ; but we cannot be certain that the Calm will laft beyond the aftiial Vacation, fince 
the fame Grounds and Materials of Difunion fubfift, and the Revival of it, at a Time like tliis, 
added to our other Troubles, might, if carried to Extremities, prove fatal. 

“ The Propofition which I have fubmirted to the Board may, nor have I Doubt that it will, 
prove an Inftrument of Conciliation with the Court ; and it will preclude the Neceffity of affum- 
ing a Jurifdiftion over Perfons, exempted by our Conftruftion of the Aft of Parliament from 
it; it will facilitate arid give Vigour to the Courfc of Juftice; it will leffen the Cares of the Board, 
and add to their Lcifure, for Occupations more urgenr, and better fuited to the Genius and Princi- 
ples of Government ; nor will it be any Acceffion of Power to thtf Court, where that Portion of 
Authority which is propofed to be given, is given only to a fingle Man of the Court, and may be 
revoked whenever the Board fliall think it proper to refume it." 


^ir 



appendix, N’j. 


Sir Eyre Coolers Mnute in Confultation, 24/^ Oaober 1780, 

“ As the determining upon Points relative to Law Proceedings, has fallen fo little within 
the Limits of my Profeflion; I acknowledge myfelf inadequate to the forming a thorough Judg* 
ment concerning the Plan propofed by the Governor General. 

“ But, trufting to his full Knowledge of that Branch of Government which he now mean* 
to bring under the Controul of Infpeaion, and from a real Senfe of the Abiht.es of the Chief 
JulV.ee to render any Department of Superintendence wh.ch fliould be intrufted to Im Charge, 
L lefs ufeful and beneficial in Effca than in Idea, I g.ve my Affent to the Meafure :--Obferving 
at the fame Time, however, that this Affcnt is for the 1 ' rial of an Expedient, which may be attended 
with favourable Confequenccs, and not for its abfolutc Eftablifhment j ,»nd therefore referve to 
myfelf full Liberty to vote againft the prefent Refolution, Ihould 1 find it prove hereafter, in any 
Refped, detrimental either to the Lines of Government, or to the Community.” 


ilfr. IVheler’s Minute^ %\th OtUher 1780. 

“ No one can be more fincerely defirous than I am, of the due Adminiftration of Jufiice in this 
Country. By the late Ad of Parliament, this Branch is divided between the Supreme Court and 
the Govei nment what the Ad hath not committed to the former, it confirms to the latter •, and 
wherever the Extent of the refpedivc jurifdidions is not clearly defined, or is opfxifitely viewed, 
their mutual Candour and Regard to the Public Good Ihould influence. — Through thcle Channels 
only can Jutlicc flow here. 

” Tliis Board, in the late Inftitution of Dewannee Courts of Adaulut, hath thought itfclf ading in 
tlie Province left to it by the Legiflaturc, and making an efTedive Regulation for the Benefit of the 
Country. — I am lorry to find, from the Governor General’s Minute, that he now fees the Inftitution 
in a dilfcrent Light in both thefc Refpeds. — He conceives, that the Superiors of the Adauluts have 
no legal Powers, except fuch as are implied in very doubtful Conftrudions of the Ad of Parlia- 
ment ; that the Court of Appeals eftablifhed to controul their Proceedings, and fupport their Au- 
thority, can never prove effcdual for thefe Purpofes. — If the Inftitution has really thefc Evils in it, 

I am willing to deliberate upon proper Remedies for them to reduce it, if it has exceeded the due 
Limits 1 or if it is found to be eflentially defedivc, to agree to an eflTential Change in it ; 
but at prefent, I muft confefs, thefc Pofuions are not evident to me-, and fuppofing thefe to be 
eftablifhed in the Application of Remedies, we can have no Standard, but the l.ines mSrked out by 
the Ad of Parliament, which afligns a feparate Jurifdidion to each of the Two Departments, or 
implies the Duty of a Co- operation of both ? 

“ Although I entertain all due Deference for the Chief Juftice, and feel myfelf embarrafled by 
the Pcrfonality wliich mixes in the Qiieftion before us ; yet I muft beg Leave to fay, that the Expedient 
piopofccl by the Governor General, feems not to fall in with any of the Intentions of the Ad, but to 
be oppofed by Difficulties, as well as to* threaten Confcqucnces, which, unlcfs obviated, muft deter- 
mine me to withhold my Aflcnt to it. 

“ Some of the prefent Difficulties are thefe ; P'irft, If the Governor General and Council have no legal 
Power to appoint Superintendots of the Adauluts, than what is implied from a doubtful Conftruc- 
tion of the Ad of Parliament, then they ihould not have proceeded to an Eftabiilhment of fuch 
Importance, nor fliould they now perlirt in it j their Bufincls in fuch Cafe is to ad in concert with 
the Court. 

2d, “ If they have not in themfclvcs competent Power for this Eftablifliment, they, in like Man- 
ner, are not competeiit to confer upon any Individual, that Authority with which it is now pro- 
poled to inveft the Chief Juftice. 

3d, ” Unlcfs the Chief Juftice .acknowledges the Validity of the Board’s Inftitution (which will 
be a great Authority .againft the Governor General’s Arguments) he cannot confiftently accept 
of the Office propoled for him j and the fame Remark may be extended to the Opinions of the 
qdicr Judges.— His Acceptance of an Office cannot eftablifh the Legality of the Power that cob- 

k*rs it. 

T iK. Union of clifFcrent Powers in the Perfbn of the Chief Juftice, can be no rco^ular 
Conciliation of the Two Departments : The Interpofition of his Perfon may indeed prevent their 
cladiing toi a 1 imc \ but this affects no real Adjuftment ot Principles between them ^ and it does 
not feetn allowable for us to conclude, that a particular Diftindbion ftiewn the Chief Juftice, will 
fupprois all O|4x)rition ot Sentiment from the other Judges ; nor docs this Mode of procurihg Peace 

if 
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if it Ihould fuccccd, appear the moft honourable or fafe for ourfelvcs ; for, after delegating fo 
much Power, both Departments are ftill left expofed at the Plcafurc of the Chief Juftice, to the 
future Eruption of their unextinguilhed Differences. ^ 

5th, “ If, for the Purpofes of conciliating the Court, and giving Efficacy to the Adauluts, fuch 
an Authority is to be bellowed, it would leem that thefc Purpofes would be better anfwercd, and 
all Danger of infringing the Aft of Parliament avoided, by delegating the Power of hearing Ap- 
peals to all the Judges of the Supreme Court, or affociating them with ourfclves, and holding fuch 
Power in Conjunftion with them, which falls in with one Part of the Bill tranfmitted to the Court 
of Dirci^ors in the Year 1776. 

6th, “ By a Appointment of this Nature, the Independency of both Departments may b« 
endangered i by feparating the Members from their Departments, a Syflem of mutual Influences, 
which may occaflonally operate too powerfully upon each, is at once founded. 

% 

7th, “ Such a Union of different Powers is beyond the Scope of the Aft of Parliament, and 
foreign to the Conftitution of the Company’s Government — A great Salary, high Rank and Con- 
fideration, arc annexed to the Office of Chief Juftice, moft probably upon the Suppofition, that 
the Perfon advanced to it could here receive no Augmentation in any of thefc Things ; and it 
feems inconffftent with his Appointment from the King, which makes him independent, to accept 
of another Appointment under the Company, during the Pleafure of this Board. 

8th, “ In the Office propofed to be given to the Chief Juftice, it docs not appear how he can be 
held under Controul or Refponfibility. He cannot be feparated from the Privileges of his origi- 
nal Office j yet the Excrcife of them, in all that relates to the new Appointmenr, muft be quite 
diferetionary with him. 

“ The Apprehenflons which I entertain, and have affuded to in the former Part of my Minute^ 
are thefe : 

ift, “ That it will be thought requiffte, if this Appointment takes place, to annex a large 
Salary to it, and an ample Eftabliftimcnt. 

^ State, when we can hardly raife Money for our ncccflary Occafions, I Ihould 

think fuch ah Expence utterly inadmifflble. 

2d, Decifions might probably go upon the Principles of Englifh I, aw— The Introduftion 
of this Praftice ffiould, in my humble Opinion, be previoufly and maturely confidered. 

3^111 “ If Attornies and Solicitors Ihould be admitted to praftife in the Court of Appeals, a 
new and wide Door of Litigation would be opened— The Company have no Controul over 
Attornies and Solicitors. 

4th, The ^(Inefs of the Court of Appeals muft give Opportunity for a thorough Infpec- 
tion of all the Affairs of the Revenue, and Proceedings of the Provincial Councils; of 
courfe, a very powerful Influence over both Europeans and Natives. 

5th, “ Such an Influence, poflefled by the Chief Juftice of the Supreme CoUrt, might too 
much hide the Government from the Eye of the Natives. 

Waving further Objeftion, I now repeat my Wifh to fee thefe obviated ; and whatever may 
be wanting for an effectual Controul over the Country Courts, fupplied. If the Service (hould in- 
deed require an extraneous Check, delicate and important as this Point is, I would by no 
Means have it underftood that I would oppofe it ; but before this is applied, I think feveral other 
Expedients might be tried : ift. The Company’s chief Law Officer here, feems to be the Perfon 
to whom Recourfe ffiould firtt be had, his Station being fimilar to that of the Counfel in England, 
who attends on all Queftions of Law, and gives his Opinion and Advice: I think, that by introducing 
in the tame Manner the Advocate General in the Court of Appeals, the Bufinefs of that Court 
might be made cafy to the Members of the Board ; and I muft think alfo, that if fuch an Office 
as Judge of Appeals ffiould be created, he has the moft natural Right to it. 

Supreme Court, and the Governor General and Council, might fit together as a 
Court of Appeals, according to the Principle of the Bill already mentioned. 

3 ^* The ObjeSions againft the Chief Juftice lie with lefs Force againft either of the inferior 
juages. And, 

4th, ** Lcaft of all againft the Prcfidcncc of all the Judges in Rotation/’ 

Sel. Com. Rfip. L [C] 
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Mr. Francis's Mimte, z^tb ORoher 1780. 

“ I have not bad Aifficient Time to give this important Propofitjon all the Coniidcration k dc:- 
ferves • the Reflexions which it fuggefts, /nuft be Hated haflily as they occur. 1 hat lus a Ju- 
Son fuceSrman^ fn the Adminiftration of Mice to the Nat.ves 0 this Country, ,s 

antfdf a weSrObTedfL ; aJl Innovatiot.s of this Nature are dangerous, dpeciaJ y » ^^.ntry 

cainot divide or furrender any of its P<>wers, ^xdu^e Jur^ 

hazarding the Obedience, of its Subjeds. On this Principle we contended tor the exc uAve jur - 
didion of the Governor Gcner.il and Council, as Dewan over the Ztninidui.s, Landhdders, and 
landed Property of this Country. In my Judgment, the Frnpolitton ainounts to a direct Con^radic- 
tion or Defertion of every I'hing wc faid or did, in the C»ife of the Rajah of iComjuiah ; as luch it 
will be naturally received and underftood by the Natives : They cannot diftinguilh between the 
Chief Jurtice and the Supreme Court j or if the DiHinXion could pofllbly be|fcplaiiud to them, and 
if they could be fatisfied that in faX it was not intended to reinllatc the Court in the Exercilc of tlie 
JurifdiXioii which it had claimed, and which wc had refifted, it is piobable they would think that 
fome greater Evil was to befal them. I hope it is unneceflary for me to fay, th,it no Idea of pcrfonal 
DifrdpeX to the Chief Juftice can be intended by any thing I Iball oiler on the public Qutftion before 
me ; if any Expreflion that may appear to have fuch a Tendency, Ihould efcape me, I difclaim it. I 
mean to examine thepropofed Inftitution on its own Merits, and the Difficulties it may be fubjeX to 
as a Public Meafure, without Reference to the perfonal CharaXer or Qualifications of any Individual. 

I (hall follow the Reafoning of the Governor General’s Minute, in the Order in which he has 
placed it. 


“ If the Inftitution of the new Court has already given Occafion to Competitions between the Provin- 
cial Councils and the Dewannee Adauluts i it is our Bufinefs and Duty to put an End to them by our 
Authority, which is direX and fufficiently coercive over both Parties ; we ought to draw the Line be- 
tween them, and infill on their refpeXive Submiffion to the Limitation deferibed by it. I do not think, 
that to effeX this Point would require any very laborious Application on our Part j our Adminiftration 
wants Vigour, not Time, to execute its Duties : One Punimnient would have more EffeX than a 
Thoufand Regulations. But if the Argument were well founded, how is the Difficulty removed by 
transferring this laborious Service to the Chief Juftice, who is already fo overloaded with the Bufinefs 
of the Supreme Court, that he finds it impoffible to affilt his Brethren as AXing Jufticei of Calcutta, 
and therefore is veryjuftly cxcufed from fnaring with them in the Toil of thattroubkfome Office ? 

“ The Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, I know, has been commonly, but I do not think it is erroneoufty, 
underftood to be fimply a Court of Appeals. The 6th Article of the Plan for the Adminiftration of 
Juftice, provides, That the Dewannee Sudder Adaulut Jhall receive and determine Appeals from ^^tf^rovin- 
cial Dewannee Adauluts \ and it fays no more : If its Province be, and neceflarily muft be, much more 
exten/tve^ the Extent of it fhould be accurately deferibed and defined. For my own Part, 1 know not 
whereto look for their neceflary Definition j but I know, that a JurifdiXion not/o defined, either has 
no Power at all, or it is defpotic. A Court of Appeal, as fuch, can do nothin^ut receive Appeals 
from the Decrees of inferior Courts : If it is to receive and revife all the Proceedings of Hici) Coiifts, 
it muft itfelfceafe to be a Court of Appeal ; for what Suitor will appeal to a fuperior Court, which 
has already revifed, ^proved, and confirmed the very Proceedings by which he tliinks liimfelf 
injured I If a Court of Appeal adheres to the true Principle of its Inftitution, it fiiould know nothing 
of the Proceedings of the Inferior Court, until an Appeal from the Decree of that Court comes r^ 
gularly before it. If it has already approved of the Proceedings below, it is inftantly a Party, and 
cannot be Judge. As to the other Duties propofed, of attending to their ConduX, of remedying their 
DefeXs, and forming new Regulations, &c. thefe arc ObjeXs of the Legiflative Power of the Country, 
which I unclerftand ^uoad hoc, at leaft, is cxclufivcly ami unalienably veiled in the Governor General 
and Council. 


“ I am of Opinion, that the Office might be cxercifed by the Board, or by any Two Members of 
it } and that Two or Three fpecific Days allotted in a Month to this Duty, would be fufficient to 
perform it. 

“ I mull objeX to theRequeft propofed to be made to the Chief Juftice, for the following Rea-- 
fons ; The Governor General and Council cannot, without departing fioni tlie Principle on^which 
they ii.ive unanimoufly aXed, ellablilh the Sudder Adaulut on any Plan which commits the Com- 
pany’s Rights, or oiirs in the Qiiality of Dewan of the Provinces, to the Cuftody of all or any of the 
Judges. The Supreme Court and Council differ widely in their Ideas of the JurifdiXion of the 
Court. 1 he Chief Juftice cannot be luppofed to have changed the Opinions which he has at all 
I’imcs fo fteadily maintained, and thofc Opinions would lead him to fubmit to the JurifdiXion in 
many Inllances, in which the Council, upon /Lvr Principles, would rcfift them. Thus the Council, 
by making the Chief Juftice Judge of the Sudder Adaulut, would put into the Power of the very 
Man witli whom they have been contending, to give up wh.'.t they hitherto infifted on as their 
efiential Rights. 

I “ 


The 



A P t» E N D I 3c, N*j. 

“ The great Objed of this Plan is to give Authority to the Dcwannce AdauUits j but I cahiiot ad 
tnit, that the Means arc likely to anfwer the End, The Armaments drawn from the elevated Statio-t 
of the Chief Juftice, have no Weight •, he can carry none of the Powers of the Supreme Court inti) 
the Sudder Adaulut. When he adls under the Appointment of the Council, as Superintendent he 
will jjoflefs no Part of the Authority which he derives from the King’s Appointment of Chief Jui- 
tice. It will not prove an inftrument of Conciliation, nor prevent the Revival of Difputcs which 
it is faid, might prove fatal. It is admitted by the Governor, that the Grounds of Divilion lli'l 
fubfifti and »t is certain that the Appointment of the Chief Juftice to the Sudder Adaulut, will 
make no Alteration in the Authority and Powers of the Supreme Court; the remaininj^ Judges will 
have the fame Powers which they all now polTefs, becaufe the Council cannot, by niTw m^ellinti 
the Adauluts, abridge, or in any way affeft the Powers of the Court. If the Chief Jullice carries 
his late Opinions into the Sudder Adaulut, the Supreme Court will obtain Strength from this Ap- 
pointment i if he afts on new Principlcs> more conformable to thole of the Council, that will raife 
frelli Difficulties 5 it w^tend to make a Breach between him and the other Juugcs, but c.in never 
repair the Breach already fubfifting between the Court and Council. I ufe the Lanouage which 
has already been applied by us to the Judges, when I fay, that there is a Jealoufy which all Men 
feel tor their own Power and Confcquencc ; the Two Puiine Judges cannot but feel thcmfelvcs 
wounded by this partial Scledion of the Chief Juftice, and the Preference given to his fuperior 
Qualifications. We ought not to offer them fuch Caufe of Offence, nor ought we to be carclcfs of 
the EfFcfts it may produce. 


I conceive that the Appointment of the Chief Juftice to this Office, would clafti and be 
inconfiftent with the Dunes of his prefent Station, It would be an infuperable Bar to his aftine in 
niany Cafes, m which his Duty, as Chief Juftice, would call on him to aft. Suppofe a Suitor 
m the Adaulut ftiould think the Judge had afted illegally, he might bring his Aftion againft him 
in the Supreme Court, and then, upon the Principles on which the Court and the Chief 
Juftice have particularly infifted and afted, he would be obliged to come as a Party into the Court, 
m vvhich he ought to prefide as Chief Juftice, to plead in the lifual Form, and to defend himl'elf 
in the ufual Way ; and he might be compelled to pay Damages for what he had done as Super, 
intcndent, in the fame Manner that the Council of Patna were for' their Proceedings againft Nadira 
Begum. Thus his Proceedings in the Adaulut would bring him a Party into his owi Court, and 
preclude him afting in his Capacity of Chief Juftice. Again, fuppofe a Perfon committed 
by any of the inf^or Adauluts, or by the Chief Juftice of the Sudder Adaulut, fhould apply to him 
for a Writ of Habeas Corpus, ftiould he refufe the Writ, becaufe the Grounds of the Commit- 
mertt arc already known to him ? Or ffiall he grant ir, though poffcftW of fuch Knowledge, and 
when he hitnfclt has prejudged fhe Queftion, by ordering or approving the Commitment ?— I cannot 
prefume to fay how far it would be his Duty to grant the Writ at all Events, but it is evident that 
the Prifoncr would gain nothing by obtaining it. It may be faid, the Perfon fo committed may 
apply lor a Writ of Habeas Corpus to one of the Puifnc Judges » if he fuccceds (as he certainly 
would, I ,n my Opinion of the Judge there ftiould feem RealSn to fuppole the Commitment might 
be illegaU it would follow, that the Aft of the Superintendent would be canvaffed. and perhaps fet 
afide by an inferior Jud|fc of another Court, in which the Superintendent himfelf prefiL. This 
Cale might frequently occur, and if it ftiould ever occur, it would tend to create new Differenced 
between the Supreme Court on the one Side, and the Sudder Dcwannce Adaulut, fupported by the 
Chief of the Supreme Court, on the other. ^ 

On the whole, I think it would be improper in the Council to requeft the Chief Juftice to 
H perhaps illegal in him to accept, an Office, which is fo inconfiftent with 

the Duties of his prdent Station, and which would preclude him from exercifing the Truft rc- 

tC r of thegreateft Importance, particularly thofe in which 

Limits of Junfdiftion of the Court, and the Extent of the Powers veiled in the 


come in Qiidlion. 


Council, might 


. • OWervations with which the Governor General concludes his Argument in favour of 

lus PI.in. V17 -That the Portion of Authority which is propolbd to be given, is only to a fingk 

me Jftrong Objeftion Sgafnft it. The^ngiiffi GoltrL JXl 
ro bp l Authority to fingle Perfons •. final Appeals m particular are never 

defies ^ ThP^ If I Of m of its. Provinces or Depen. 

even nomlnoll? I belicve, thc Only fingle Perion to whom luch an appellate Jurifdiftion is 

ncaL m M Affiftance of hisPrivy Council: Ap- 

peals to him, therefore, are called Appeals to the King in Council. ^ 

Principles of Engliffi Liberty, which 
P.eiiP-al an* ^ Bengal,, bul is founded on that Juftice, to which' the Natives Mof 

g enti ed, as well as other Mtn. But Juftice requires, in the Conftitution of. a Court, 


no 


Corrupuon be above all Things guarded againft ; and 

AffoebteC r!! '^^’om IS veiled a Power of determining Appeals, without being either checked 

^nocutes, or controlled by any further Appeals - ° - 


Magiftrate is more liable to Corrupuon 
peals, without being either checked by 
ino rh<* r r~r to fuperior Judges. The I^egiflaturo, ineftahlilh- 

o opcrior Court of Judicature here, (though it be not a Court of Appeal, and though an 

Aj)peal 
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A^cal may be made from its Decifionsrto the King in Council) thought a Plurality of Judges nc* 
celTary, and therefore created fo many, that it is not likely they Ihould be reduced by Chance to one. 
—Mr. Haftings and his Council, when they erefted the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, would 
not leave luch Redudlion in tlic Power of Chance, but made the Prefence of Three Members eflen- 
tially neceflary to a Dccifion. If I could believe it lawful and proper for us to delegate our Judi- 
cial Authority to Judges of the Supreme Court, I (hould think it ought rather to be given to all 
than to one. If all the Powers of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut be veiled in one Man, yet fo veiled, 
“ that they may be revoked whenever this Board fliall think it proper to refume them fuch a 
Judge may become, in the Hands of a corrupt Council, an Inflrument of Oppreffion. The 
Council will not be anfwerable for his Decrees, and he will be in a great Meafure protefted by his 
judicial Capacity. The Authority given may undoubtedly be revoked, whenever the Board lhall 
think proper to refume it. The prefent Board cannot bind their SuccclTors, nor even themfelves, 
againll a Change of Opinions.— But will the Chief Juftice accept of fuch an^ffice on fo precarious 
a Footing ? Or would it be refpeftful in us to offer it to him, with the Information which ought t« 
accompany it, viz. That he is removable at any Time by a Refolution of the Board ?’* 


Refolutm, 24ib OSlobtr lySo. 

“ Refolved, That the Chief Juftice be requefted to accept of the Charge and Supcrintendcncy 
of the Office of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, Under its prefent Regulations, and fuch other as the 
Board lhall think proper to add to them, or to fubftitute in their Head ; and that on his Acceptance 
of it, he be appointed to it, and ftiled The Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut." 


The Chief Juftice accepted the Appointment*, and thereupon it was agreed, that conformably to 
the Refolution of the Board, that the Chief Juftice be appointed Judge of the Sudder Dewannee 
Adaulut, and that Notice of his Appointment Ihould be fent to the Superintendents of the fe- 
veral Dewannee Adauluts, and that the Provincial Councils Ihould be advifed thereof. 


Minute about Salary^ fame Day. 4 ^ 

“ The Governor General recommends, that a Salary of 5000 Sicca Rupees, and 600 Sicca 
Rupees per Month for the Rent of an Office, may be allowed to the Chief Juftice for this Ap- 
pointment •, and that the Motion do lie for the Confideratton of the Board, to be decided on at 
their next Meeting. Agreed^' that it do lie accordingly.’* 

4 ■ 

« 

The Company’s Advices do not inform them what has been done upon this laft Motion i buc 
it is not doubted, that a confiderable Salary has been annexed to tnfe. Office of Judge of the 
Adaulut. 

3d November, 1780, the Governor General and Council palled feveral additional Regula- 
tions, refpeding the Adminiftration of Juftice in the Provinces; of which you have a Copy 
herewith. 

The Court of Direftors requeft, that you will confider the Ad of Parliament of 13 Geo, III. 
Cap. 64, and the feveral Minutes and Arguments of the Governor General and Council, upon the 
Occafion of appointing the Chief Juftice to be Judge of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adau- 
lut; and upon the Whole to advife them. 

Whether the Appointment of the Chief Juftice, to be Judge of the Sudder Dewannee 
Adaulut, and giving him a Salary for that Office, befides the Salary he is entitled to as 
Chief Juftice, was illegal, either as being contrary to the laid Ad of 13 Geo. II. Cap. 64; 
or incompatible with his Duty, as Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court ? And whether, 
he may oe continued Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, confiftent with the Ad 
of 2ift George III. Cap, 70. Sec. 21 ? 


The Appointment of the Chief Juftice, to the Office of Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adau- 
lut, and giving him a Salary for the latter Office, befides what he is entitled to as Chief Juftice, 
does not appear to us to be illegal, either as being contrary to the 13 G. III. or incompatible with 
his Duty, as Chief Juftice; nor do we fee any Thing in the late Ad, 21 Geo. III. which affeds 


this Queftion. 

- 


Lincoln’s Inn, 

J. punning. 

Ja. Wallace. 

19 December 1781. 


J. Mansfield. 

$ 
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Afi”# Rous's OpimoH. 

That Sir Elijah Impey, by his Talents, his general Knowledge of Jurifprudcnce, and by the 
Habits of his Life, is well qualified in the Character of Judge of the Sudder Dewantie - Adau- 
lut, to improve the Order of judicial Proceedings, and to correft the Errors of inferior Courts 
of Adaulut throughout the Provinces, cannot reafonably be doubted. 

On the other Hand, if by making this Office ah Inftrument of Conciliation with the Su- 
preme Court, in the Language of the Governor General’s Minute, to influence the Opinions of 
the Chief Jullice, be intended ; it can as little be doubted, that an Appoinmieiu of great 
Power and confiderable Emolument, made with fuch a View, would be a diredt Attempt to 
corrupt him in the Charter of Chief Jufticc. I chufe therefore, to confider the Queftiooi 
divefted of all adventitious Circumftances, arifing from the Qualifications, of the Man, and the immer 
diate Occafion of this Nomination. 

In this general View of the Subjedi* the Appointment of the Chief Juftice to be Judge of the 
Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, witit a Salary at the Plcafure of the Council, appears to me incon- 
fiftcnt with the Objedt and Intention of the Legiflature, in creating a Supreme Court of Judicar 
ture. By the Adt of the 13,1^1 of the prefent King, the whole Civil and Military Government of 
the Country is conferred upon the Governor General and Council, “ in like Manner^ to all 
Intents and Purpofes whatfoever, as the fame now are, or at any Time heretofore might have been 
exercifed by the Prefident and Council, or Sekdl Committee, in the faid Kingdoms the Prefident 
and Council had fuccecdcd to the Power exercifed by the Soubadhar, who certainly adted as a def- 
potic Sovereign.— The Legiflature therefore, by this Reference, have cxprclsly declared their In- 
tention to eftablifti an undefined Power in the Council. Perhaps to limit this Authority by 
previous Laws, would be found, ia the prefcni State of Bengal, altogether impradticablc. 

It is fufficient to obfcrve, that fuch a diredt Controul has not been attempted ; but, for the 
Purpofeof preventing the Power neceflary to the Government of the Country, being abufed to the 
EmSument of Individuals, all thofe employed in the feveral Departments of Government under 
the Governor General and Council, are fubjedfed to the Jurildidlion of a Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture. Their public Adts arc protefted by the Authority derived front) the Council •, as Individual^ 
the Europeans at leaft, are fubjedted to the Jurifdidtion of |he Court. Even (as the Power of 
the Supreme Court is explained by the Adt of the laft Seffion) thofe employed in the Management 
of the Revenues, and Judges adminiftering Juftice in the Courts of Adaulut, arc liable to be 
punilhed in thir’ Supreme Court for Extortion, or other Crimes committed in their public Charac- 
ter. To render the Keflraint effcdtual, this Supreme Court of Judicature is cftablilhed indepen- 
dent of any Power in the Country ; the Judges are nominated by the Crown; and th.it their Minds 
may not be influenced by* Hope or Fear, large Salaries are annexed to the Office by Parliament^ 
which are declared to be in Lieu of all Emoluments whatfoever, with negative Words, excluding 
every other Emolument “ in any Manner, or on any Account or Pretence whatfoever,” than fuch 
Salaries and Allowances as by the Adi arc diredled to be paid. Another Claufe is added, prohi- 
biting the Acceptance from any “ Perfon or Perfons, in any Manner, or on*arty Account whatloever, 
of any Gift, Donation, Gratuity, or Reward,” in as large and ample Terms as the Englifh Lan- 
guage can furnilh. General as thefe Prohibitions are, I do not think they can be conftrued to 
rxt*nd beyond the Intention ef preferv l ng the - Parties independent : Tht Governor, therefore, or 
cither of the Four Counfellors, may accept additional Emoluments from the Company becaufe, in 
the Formation of their Office, tliey arc created dependent on the Company, and exprefsly dircdlcd 
to obey their Orders. For the fame Rcafon, the Judges may receive additional Salaries from 
the Crown, bccaufe they are removable by the Crown •, and there appears no Intention to guard 
their Independence from that Quarter : But I cannot perfuade myfclf, that the Exception can be ex- 
tended to the Chief Juftice, aiw either fand conlequcntly to all) of the Judges accepting Offices 
of great Power and large Emoluments, during the Pleafurc of the Company, who, together with all 
PerTons direflly or indirefUv in their Service, are amenable to the Supreme Court •, or during the 
Pleafure of the Council, who arc intruded with thofe Powers, the Abufc of which the Supreme 
Court was inftituted to reprefs. If the Judges may accept from the Council, it feems to follow, 
that the Members of the Council, the Judges, and all Perfons in Civil or Military Employnuiua 
under the Crown, or the Company, may accept Offices with Jaghires, or Salaries, from the Indian 
Princes j for the general Prohibition of accepting from Perfons of thif Pefeription, in the fubfequent 
Claufe, is expreffed in the fame Terms as ih,e preceding, with this Ible Diftindion, that the Clauft) 
refpefting the Judges and Council alone prohibits the Acceptance from any Perfons whatfottver, 
I am therefore of Opinion, that the Appointment is illegal, as contrary to the Intention of the 
Ad of the 13th George III. and fubverfivc of the Objed of the Legiflature, in the Inttiiution of 4 
Supreme Court. I cannot forbear to add, that the Example of a Chief Juftice, one Day fummon- 
ing thcGovcrnor General and Council before his Tribunal, for Ads done as Council, and the next, ac- 
cepting Emoluments nearly equal to his original Appointment, to be held during the Plcafure of the 
Sel Com. Rep. 1 . [D] feme 
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fa« Council, is in itfclf pernicious , and flsouH ekis ^ 

o'p^S’ cr^ir«i.Swkr«-n.c„ded .o 

punilh and prevent. 


Inner Temple, 
Dee' 20th 1781. 


Temple, Dec. 22, 1781.' 

The Solicitor General prefents his Compliments to Mr. Smith ; and having confidered further 
the Queftion relating to the late Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey, fince he fubferibed an Opi- 
nion Opon it, he inclofes to Mr. Smith his prefent Ideas upon the Subjed, which he wilhes to be 
laid before thofe, to whom his former Opinion is communicated. 

Since I gave my Opinion upon the Queftion relating to the Appointment of Sir Elijah Impey to 
the Office of Judge of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, great Doubts have occurred to me 
upon that Queftion and although there is no particular Provifion in the Statute of 13th 
George III. Cap. 63, which feems to have been intended to prohibit any of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court from accepting fuch an Office j yet it is by no Means clear to me, that the 
Acceptance of fuch an Office, with a Salary or other Profit annexed to it, is not forbidden or 
rendered illegal by that Law. The great Objeft of that Law was, to ereft a Court of Judicai 
turc, which might more effccftually controul the Britifli Subjefts within its Jurifdidtion, than any 
former Judicature had done. The Judges who compofed it, were to be named by the King j 
and their Salaries are fixed by the Statute. They do not, in any Refpcdl:, depend on the India 
Company, except that the Company are to pay their Salaries. To give Efiefb to this Court of Judi- 
cature, it feems to be neceflary that the Judges Ihould be, as far as poffible, independent of the 
Servants of the Company. I therefore doubt, whether the Acceptance of fuch an Office, with 
a Salary, efpecially to be held at the Pleafurc of the Governor and Council, is not contrary to the 
Spirit and principal Intention of the Statute. If it be fo, it may perhaps not be thought a 
great Stretch of Conftruftion, to confider the Acceptance of fuch an Office and Salary, as forbid- 
den by that Part of the 23d Sedlion, which prohibits the Judges to accept any Reward, &c. { 
but my Doubts would have b«en the fame, from the general Principle and Objcdl of the Sta- 
tute, if the Words of that Section could not be foppofed to extend to this Cafe. I have not 
been able to get the better of thefe Doubts, although I have been very defirous of doing it, 
from the great Refpeft I have for the Opinions of thofe Gentlemen, with whom Plately concur- 
red } and whofc Judgment ought to have much more Weight and Authority than mine. 

J. Mansfield. 

Temple, Dec. 22, 1781. 
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ExtraH of a Letter from the Governor General and Council in Bengal, in their Revenue Department, to the 
Court of Dire£lors of the Eafl India Company, the 2^th of November 1780. 

1 2th. npHE fcveral important Changes which have taken Place in the Conftitution .and Civil Govern- 
X ment of thefe Provinces, fince the Period when the late Prefident and Council adopted their 
Plan for the Adminiftration of Juftice, which Changes had not hitherto been provided for, in any gene- 
ral and uniform Syftem, have induced us, after the moft mature and attentive Confideration of the State 
of this Country, with Refpeft to its prefent Circumftances, and the Manners and Cuftoms of its In- 
Conn>. habitants, to cftablilh a general Plan and Set of Regulations, for the more effciftual and regular Admi- 
Af'ril** Juftice in the Country Civil Courts of thefe Provinces. 

13th. By this Plan, Courts of Civil Judicature are continued in each of the Grind Divifions of 
Calcutta, Moorlhedabad, Burdwan, Dacca, Purnea, and Patna •, over each of which Courts, a Com- 
pany’s covenanted Servant is appointed to prefide, under the Title of Superintendent or Judge of 

Dewannee 
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Dewannce Adaulut, whofe Jurifdiftion is feparatc from, and independcrnt of, tlie Provincul 
Councils. 

14th. Care has been taken to diftingullh and diferiminate the particular Objed of the Jurifdidion 
of the Provincial Councils, and thofe of the Superintendents of Adaulut j leaving with the former, ex- 
clufive Jurifdiftion in all Matters which diredly concern the Revenue, and fome which may more 
diftantly affed the Colledion of it ; but all Cafes of Meum and Tuum, all Succefllons to Zelninda- 
ries, and other inheritable Lands, and Difputcs of perfonal Property and pcrfonal Rights, on whicli 
Application may be made to them, are to be referred to the Decifion of the Superintendent of Adau- 
lut, in whom this Authority has been vefted j intending, that the I'ime and Attention of the late Pro- 
vincial Councils Ihall not be taken up in hearing and determining Matters of a judicial Nature, ex- 
cept in Cafes which arifeout of, or concern the Collcdion of, the Public Revenues ; which will re- 
lieve them from a great Degree of Labour and Rcfponfibility, and enable them to profecutc, with more 
EflFed, the other Duties of their Station— the keeping up the Colledion of the Revenues under their 
Charge, and preventing Oppreflion, by a fpeedy Adjuument of all Difputcs and Differences which may 
arife in Confequence. 

15th. Wc have in like Manner been careful to reflrain the Authority of the Superintendent of 
Adaulut, in fuch particular Cafes as might interfere with, or obflrud the Colledion of, the Reve- 
nues t but in all Cafes where the Superintendent may have Occafion to apply to the Provincial 
Councils for their AfTiftancc, wc have direfted them to afford it to the utmofl of their Power, as far 
as the particular Circumftanccs of the Cafe will admit ; and, in general, to confidcr the Spirit as well 
as the Letter of our Regulations, and endeavour to conform thereto, by co-operating with tlie Su- 
perintendent, and promoting, as far as may depend on them, the Adminillration of Juftite, in tlie 
refpedtivc Divifions under their Authority. 

i6th. For the fcveral Rules and Ordinances contained in the Plan, and for the Oath adminiflcred 
to each Superintendent before he was invefted in his Office, wc beg Leave to refer you to the Pro- 
ceedings noted in the Margin, in which the Plan itfclf is recorded : Wc alfo tranfmit a Copy of it, 
a feparatc Number in the Packet. 

17th. The Simerintendents have been allowed a Salary of One thoufand Sicca Rupees, and Three 
hundred Sicca Rupees each per Month for Houfe Rent, in lieu of all Contingencies } the Amount 
of which, together with that of their Eftablifhments of Officers and Servants, will, we hope, be in a 
great Mcafure defrayed by the Fees or Commiffion which the Regulations dired to be levied, at 
^ccific Rates, on the Procefs and Decifion of all Caufes, of which they may take Cognizance. 

1 8th. The inferior Dewannce Courts being, by their Conftitutidn, all made amenable to a fuperior 
Court, called the Sudder Dewannce Adaulut, or Court of Repeal and Revifion, the Duties of which 
the Board had hitherto referved to be executed by itfelf, though it had not held any immediate Pro- 
ceedings in Confequence } the Governor General, ro whofe Minute on the Subjeft we beg to refer 
you for the Grounds of the Motion which followed it, propofed, That the Chief Juftice ffiould be 
requefted to accept of the Charge and Superintcndcncy of the Office of Sudder Dewannce Adaulut, 
under its prefent Regulations, and fuch others as the Board fliould think proper to add to them, or to 
fubftitiitc in their (lead •, and that on his Acceptance of it, he flroukl be appointed to it, and ililed 
The Judge of the Sudder Dewannce Adaulut. 

19th. -The Governor General’s Motion being refolvcd in the Affirmative ; and the OlTer made in 
Confequence to the Chief Juftice, he accepted of the Office; and has been appointed to'it accordingly. 

20th. For our feparatc Opinions on this Subjeft, and for fome additional Regulations which have 
been propofed for the Chief Juftice, fince his Appointment, and confirmed by us for the Sudder and 
inferior Dewannce Adauluts, we requeft your Reference to the Proceedings noted in the Margin ; 
Copies of which Minutes and Regulations arc allb tranfmitted Numbers in the Packet. 


Extract 0f tht Preteedings of the Governor General and Council at Fort IVilliam, in their Revenue Depart- 
ment, the i^th March 1780. 

As fcveral important Changes have taken place in the Conflitution and Civil Government of 
thefe Provinces, fince the Period when the late Prcfidcnt and Council adopted their l^lan tor the 
Adminiftration of Juftice; and as thefe Changes have not hitherto been provided lor in any general 
and Uniform Syftcm, the Governor General and Council therefore, after maturely and attentively 
confidcring the State of this Country, with refpeft to its prefent Circumftanccs, and the Manneis 
and Cuftoms of its Inhabitants, have refolvcd. That the following general Plan and Regulations 
Ihall now be cftablifiied, for the more effeduai and regular Adminillration of Juftice in the Country 
Civil CourtI of thefe Provinces. 

9 - j ft. 


Mdretu 


Conf>'. 
a^ih Sc]>u 
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ift. That there lhall continue to be Courts of Civil Judicature in each of the grand Divifions <4 
Calcutta, Moorfhedabad, Burdwan, Dacca, Purnea, and Patna ; and that over each of thefe Courts, 
a Company’s covenanted Servant fhall prefide, under the Title of Superintendent of Dewannee 
. Adaulut. 

ad. That the Superintendent of each Dewannee Adaulut lhall be appointed by the Governor 
General and Council, and that his Jurifdiaion fhall be feparate from, and independent of, the Pro- 
vincial Councils. 

3d, That the Provincial Councils already eftablifhed, (hall continue to try and decide, in dieiame 
Manner as they have hitherto been allowed to praaife, on all Caufes which have an immediate Re- 
lation to the Public Revenue •, fuch as Demands of Government on Zemindars, Talookdars, Chow- 
dries, Farmers, Muthaaheds, Woodadars, Securities, Aumils, Taflceldars, Etmaumdars, ShaiJe- 
dars, or others employed in the Collcaions, or any ways refconfiblc for the Revenues immediately 
under the Provincial Councils » Demands of Zemindars, Talookdars, Chowdrics, Farmers, Mu- 
ihaaheds, Woodadars, Sccuiities, Aumils, Taflceldars, Etmaumdars, Shaikdars, &c, on their 
under Farmers, Malzainins, inferior Landholders and Collciftors, or others from whom 
Rents or r evenues arc immediately due to them; and, in fhort, all Demands for Rents or Reve- 
nues of Perfons employed in the Colledfion of them, either officially or hereditary, in the different 
Gradations downwards, from Government to the Ryots, or immediate Occupants of the Soil. And 
again, in the fame Manner, all Complaints of Ryots and Perfons of any of the other above-mentioned 
Denominations, againft the Perfons to whom they pay Revenue in the different Gradations upwards, 
for irregular and undue Exaftions, and in general, for all Oppreffions which do not fall under the 
Cognizance of the Fouzdarry Courts. The Provincial Councils ftiall further try and decide all 
Deputes relative to Boundaries, except within the Town of Calcutta and Limits of Punchanum 
Gung, or 55 Dhees, which are to be referred to the Superintendent of the Calcutta Adaulut, as 
being likely to take up too much of the Time and Attention of the Provincial Council, from the 
Number and Intricacy of the Suits which may be cxpcdled to arife about the Bounds and Limits of 
landed Property ; and alfb all Claims for Money lent to Zemindars, Talookdars, and Chowdrics, 
for the Payment of the Revenue. 

4th. That all Caufes of Inheritance to Zemindarrles, Talookdarrics, Chowdrahies, or other real 
Property', all Mercantile Difputes, all Matters of Perfonal Property, all Difputcs about the Bounds 
and Limits of landed Property within the Town of Calcutta and Limits of Punchanum Gun^, 
or 55 Dhees j and in fhort, all other Caufes of a Civil Nature, not deferibed in the Third Artic^ 
of thefe Regulations, fhall be f'ubjcit to the Juril'didion of the Superintendent of the Court of De- 
wannee Adaulut. 

5th. That the Superintendent of the Dewannee Adaulut fhall hold his Courts Three Times ia 
every Week, and as frequently as Occafion may require ; but that no Caufe fhall be heard or deter- 
mined, except in open Court, and in the Prefence of fomc of the principal Officers. 

6th. That the Procefs obferved for trying Caufes in the Provincial Dewannee Adaulut, fhall be 
as follows : 

F’iift, To file and read the Petition of the Complainant. 

Secondly, To fummon the Defendant, and require Security from him to anfwcr the Plaint 
which, if he does not give, the Superintendent may cither confine him by Peons'* 
or otherwife, at his Dilcretion ; to allot a limited Time for the Defendant to give 
Anfwer, which, when received, lhall alio be filed and read. 

Thirdly, To hear the Parties, viva voce, and if nccclTary, examine Evidences: And 
Lart ly. To pafs Decree, 

That if in adhering to this Order of Procefs, the Defendant lhall evade or 
delay giving Anfwcr within the limited Time, the Court ffiall proceed 
to hear and try the Caule, cx parte > and to give Judgment according 
to the Evidence before them. “ 

7th. The Petition or Plaint being the Foundation of the Caufe, mull be an authentic Document 
and figned or feulcd by the Plaintiff, or his authorized VacquecI, and contain a particular State of 
t!>c Cafe. No Plaint to be regiftcred, except in this Form, and delivered cither by the Plaintiff in 
Pcifon, or by .a VacquecI or Vacqueels, having written Authority from himj the Name of fuch 
V'acquecl or Vacqueels to be regifiered and none buf authorized Vacqueels to be allowed to fpeak 
in the Caufe. 

The fame Rules muft be obferved by the Defendant in his Anfwer, and in the Rejoinder^ or 
Replies, which may follow. The Superintendent to fummon Witnefles by Tullub, and to infik^t 
moderate Fines, or punifh by Imprifonment, for Non-attendance. 

8th. That .all Caufes fhall be brought before the Court, and the Procefs conduced iq the Qrdcr 
in which the Plaints arc filed, and the Evidences and Exhibits prepared. 

3 9th. 
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5th. That complete Records (hall be kept in the following Form : That at the ConcluGon of 
every Trial, the Petition, Anfwer, Rejoinder, and what other Reply may follow, Evidence, 
Orders of Court, in the Order they are made j and laftly, the Decree or Judgment, be written 
on a Roll of ftrong Paper, and authenticated by the Seal of the Court, the Signature of the Su- 
perintendent, and countcrfigned by the different Officers, and delivered in this Form to the Keeper 
of the Records, who is to be anlwerablc for the fame. The above to be deemed a complete Re- 
cord of the Trial, and Copies thereof, under the Seal of the Keeper of Records, to be given to all 
Perfons applying to him for the fame, on Payment of a certain Fee, as (hall hereafter be fpeci- 
Ged; and fuch Copies fo authenticated, to be deemed and received as Evidence in any other 
Court of Dewannee Adaulut, and in the Court of Appeals.— -This Record to be kept in tne Per- 
fian, or Bengal Language, as the Petitions and Anlwcrs, or Exhibits, are delivered j but the 
Orders of Court to be in Perfian, and no Englilh Petitions to be rcgiftcred. 

10th. That each Superintendent (hall keep an Abftraft Regifter of his Adaulut in Englilli, 
containing the Names of the Plaintiff and Defendant, the Subdance of the Suit, the Subdance of 
the Decree, the Date of the Caufe being filed, and the Date of the Decree being paded i and 
this Abdraft dtall be tranfmitted Monthly to Sudder Dewannee Adaulut. 

nth. All Warrants for Parties to appear before the Dewannee Adaulut, (hall iifue from the 
Adaulut, under the Seal of the Court ana the Signature of the Superintendent ; but the Chief of 
the Provincial Council may, of his own Authority, i(fue his Warrant under the Seal of the Pro- 
vincial Council, for apprehending any Perfon who he may require to anfwer any Charge before 
the Dewinnee Adaulut, in Cafes which he (hall judge of fuch Urgency as to require it. 

1 2th. All Decrees of the Adaulut (hall be i(fued under the Seal of the Court, and (Igned by the 
Superintendent t and Copies (hall be delivered by the Superintendent himl'clf, in the public 
Cutcherry. 

13th. The Superintendent of the Adaulut, (hall i(fue his Summons under the Seal. He (hall not 
fummon the Mofuflll Farmers, or Zemindars, or Perfons employed in the Colledlions imme- 
diately under the Provincial Council j but he may order their Vacquccls to appear, and in Cafe of 
their not fending Vacquecls properly authorized, he is to apply to the Chief and Provincial Council,^ 
to fummon the Parties themfelves, as direfted in the 14th Article. 

He may fummon inferior Perfons from the Mofuffil, under the following Reftriftions, viz. That 
he (hall not fend Peons, or any other Perfons with Authority, into the Lands belonging to the 
Zemindars and Farmers, excepting only on fuch Occafions as (hall indil’pcnfably require it, for the 
immediate Execution of j uftice. 

That on I'uch Occafions, a Warrant, under the public Seal, and figned by the Superintendent, 
(hall be given in Writing to the Officers employed, and be recorded in the judicial Proceedings, with 
the Rcalons for iduing it j but that no Perfon be (ummoned on ordinary Occafions, excepting by 
a Tullubchitty to the Farmer, or Order, requiring him to produce the Perfon fummoned in a certain 
Space of Time. That the Superintendent (hall turther avoid, as ftudioufly as poffiblc, fummoning 
any Perfons from the MofulTil, who arc any Ways connefted with the Revenue, during the Months 
of Badhoon, and Affin, and Augun, and Poos, unlefs in Cafes which call for an immediate 
Enquiry. 

i4ch. Should the Superintendent require the perfonal Attendance of Farmer, Zemindar, or Col- 
Icftor, he muft make Application to the Chief or Council, who, if they judge it proper, will ilTuc a 
Summons to fuch Farmer, or Zemindar, or Colleftor, under the Provincial Seal and Signature of the 
Chief and Dewan ^ but in all Cafes where they think proper to decline KTuing fuch Summons, at the 
Requifition of the Superintendent, they (hall affign their Reafons, by Letter, to the Governor General 
and Council, for fuch Refufal. 

i 5th. It (hall be the Duty of the Superintendent to prevent the Interference of his private Servants, 
in any Caule depending, or intended to be brought on, before his Court, and to prevent them from 
having any Connedion with the Parties. 

1 6th. It (hall be obferved as a Rule of the Adaulut, to fet down from among the Caufes, in the 
Order in which they (land upon the File, fuch as are ready for hearing ; and to give proper and 
timely Notice to the Parties, of the Day on which they will come to be heard. 

17th. All Arzccs, on being prefented, (hall be figned and numbered by the Superintendent, and 
copied in a Book by a Moherre or Officer of the Court j but they (hall on no Account be delivered 
to any other Officer, but the one whofe particular Duty it (hall be to copy and regifter them. 

4 

1 8th. And furthermore, to prevent the Abufe of private Influence from obftruding or diverting 
the Courfeof Juftice, it i.s hereby declared, That every Officer of the Dewannee Adaulut, or any 
Servant or other Dependant of the Superintendent, who (hall be convifted of receiving Money, or 
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»l&thcr valuable Cotifideration, dircflly or indireftly, from any Party in a Suit depending before the 
Atfaulut, lhall be punifhed in an excmplaiy Manner, cither by Fine^ Imprifonment, or corporal 
Punifhmcnt, at the Difcrction of the Superintendent. 

• 19th. That as the Litigioufnefs and Perverfenefs of the Natives of this Country, in their Suits and , 
Complaints, are often produdive not only of Inconvenicncics and Vexation to their Adverfaries, but 
alio of endlcfs Expcnce, and adual Oppreflion •, it is to be obferved as a Standing Rule, that Com- 
plaints of fo old Date as Twelve Yearsj fhall not l)e adionable, unlefs where the Complainant can Ihewj 
lay clear and pofitivc Proof, that he had adually demanded Payment of the Sum in Queftion, or 
etherwife direftly preferred his Claim for the Matter in Difpute, within that Period, and prove to the 
Satisfadion-of the Superintendent, that either from Minority, or other good and fufficient Caufe, he had 
been precluded from the Means of procuring Redrefs j in which Cafes the Superintendent of the 
Adaulut, feeing good Caiifcs, is to admit the Suit. 

20th. That if the Parties fhould be found guilty, as is often the Cafe, from Litigioufnefs andPer- 
v''erfenefs, of flying from one Court to another, in order to prevent and protraft the Courfe of JufticCi 
the Party fo tranlgrcfling fliall be confidered as Nonfuited •, and according to his Degree in Life, and 
the Notoriety of the Oflence, be liable to Fine, Imprifonment, or corporal Puniflimcnt. 

aift. That as Cafes may occur, in which it will be highly neceflary, for the Welfare of the Crudi 
atid reflrain trivial and groondlcfs Complaints, and to deter and Intrigue, which Paflions among 
the People often wotk to the undoing of their Neighbours, a Difcrction lhall, in fuch Cafe, be left to 
the Superintendent, either to impofe a Fine, not exceeding Five Rupees, or inflidk a corporal Punilh- 
ment, not exceeding I’wcnty Ladies with a Rattan, according to the Degree of the Offence, and the 
Pcrlon’s Station in Life. 

22d. That Intereft diall not be taken by Creditors or admitted by the Superintendent of the Dc- 
wannee Adaulut, either in Cafes of paft Loans, above the Rates ellablidied in the 18th Article of 
the former Plan for the Adminiftration of Juttice, namely on Sums not exceeding One hundred 
Rupees, Principal and Intered, at Rupees 3, 2, per Cent, per Menfem, or Half an Anna at 
the Rupee. 

• On Sums above One hundred Rupees Principal, an Intereft of Two Rupees per Cent, per Men- 
fem. 'I'hc Principal and Intereft to be difeharged according to the Conditions of the Bond; and all 
Compound Interefts arifing from an intermediate Adjuftment of Accounts, to be declared unlawful, 
and prohibited. And in Cafes of future Loans, no higher Intereft to be allowed than Two per Cent, 
per Menfem, or Twenty-four per Cent, per Annum, where the Principal lhall be under One hundred 
Rupees i and One per Cent, per Menfem, or 'I'welve per Cent, per Annum, where the Principal fliall 
exceed One hundred Rupees j and Publication of this to be made. 

When a Debt is fued for upon a Bond which lhall be found to fpccify a higher Intereft than the 
cftablilhcd Rates, the Intereft lhall be wholly forfeited to the Debtor, and the Principal only reco- 
verable-, and that all Attempts to elude this Law, by Deductions from the original Loan, under what- 
ever Denomination, lhall be punilhed by a Forfeit of a Moiety of the Amount of the Bond to the 
(jovernment, and the other Half to the Debtor, 

It fliall be further in the Difciction of the Superintendent, in Cafes of paft Loans, on a Review of 
the Circumltances of the Debt, and Condition of the Debtor, to fettle the Payment of the Debt ac- 
cording to a known and cllablilhed Cuftom of the Countiy j namely, where the Intereft has accumu- 
lated lo as to exceed the Principal, to reduce it to One Half of the Principal or where the Intereft 
has exceeded One Half of the Principal, to reduce it to a Quarter. 

23d. That all Bonds lhall in future be executed in the Prcfcnce of Two fubferibing Witneffes > 
and Publication hereof made. I'liis not however to apply to Bills of Exchange, Receipts, or Notes 
of Hand, ill which the Cuftom of the Country is to be referred to and abided by. 

24th. That whereas it has been too much the Praftice in this Country, for Individuals to exercife 
aiudicial Authority over their Debtors, a Praftice which is not only in itfclf unlawful and oppreffivc, 
feeing a Man thereby becomes the Judge in his own Caufe, but which is alfo a direft Infringement 
of the Prerogative and Power ot the regular Government : That Publication lhall therefore be 
made, forbidding the Exercife of all fuch Authority, and direfting all Perfons to prefer their Suits to 
the cftablilhcd Court of Adaulut ; and that the Superintendent fliall particularly attend to this Re- 
gulation i which, it is apprehended, will prove the Means of Relief to the helplcfs Ryott, from the mer- 
cilefs Creditor, the Money-lender. But that the Superintendent for the Relief of the poorer People, 
fliall have the Power of referring Caufes not exceeding One hundred Rupees, to Zemindars or public 
Officers, or Arbitrators chofen by the Parties, rcfiding near the Spot where the Caufe of Aftion iball 
have arifen *, fubjeft however to his Revifal, in Cafes of flagrant Injufticcor Partiality. ' > 

25th. That in all Cafes of difputed Property regarding Lands, Houfes, &c. where a local Invcftiga- 
tion is required, an Aumecn lhall be chofen, with the mutual Confent of the Parties, or if they cannot 
agree in the Choice of one Perfon, each lhall have the Privilege of nominating liis o\vn> or if they 
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hegloft to ducttber, the Superintendent (liall appoint one for them. The Su|x;rincendent fliall dfdUl 
on the Report of. Circumftancesiiji delivered by the Aurticcn, or on their joint Report in Cafe there 
arc Two. 

The Suptrintcncicnt is alfo to attend, tliat the Aumeehs do not accumulate Expenccs, by un^ 
neceflary Ddays, but that their Scrutiny and their Wage* be limited to the Time he judges luffi- 
cient tor performing the Service in Queftion } the Expence of the Enquiry to be defrayed by the 
Peribn who is caft. 

26th. That in all Calcs of difputcd Accounts, Partnerlhip, Debts doubtful or contefted, 
Bargains, Non-performance of Contrads, and fo forth, it fliall be recommended to the Parties, to 
fubmit the Decifion of their Caulcs to Arbitration, the Award bf which lhall become a Decree 
of the Dcwaiinee Adaulut.— -The Choice of the Arbitrators is to reft with the Parties, but they 
are to decide the Caufes without Fee or Reward. 

The Superintendent on the Part of Government, is to afford every Encouragement in his Power 
tp the Inhabitants of Charadcr and Credit to become Arbitrators j but is not to employ any co- 
ercive Means for that Purpofe. 

27th. That in all Suits regarding Inheritance, Marriages, and Caft, and other religious Ufages 
or luftitutioiis, the Laws of the Kor m with Rel'ped to Mahomedans, and thofe of the Shwer 
with Kefped to Gentuos, (hall be invariably adhered to.— *On all fuch Occalions, the Molavics, 
or Brahmms, fhali rel'pcftively attend to expound the Law, and they (hall fign the Report, and 
affift in pairing the Decree. 

28th. That the Superintendent of the Dewanneb Adaulut, lhall have a Right of decreeing, 
to the Party in whofe Favour Judgment is given, any fpccificd Sum of.Cofts within the real 
Amount, or in general to decree with Cofts, The Bill in both Cafes to be taxed by the Su- 
perintendent. 

29th. That on the Decree being paffed, the Superintendent may enforce it, by ordering an 
Attachment of the Perfon of the Party who is caft, or the Sale of his Effefts at Audion •, or 
by giving to the Party who hath carried his Caufc, PoffclTion of the Property comprehended' 
under the Decree. 

That it lhall however be left to the Good Will of the Parties, and finally to the Diferetion 
of the Siipcrintcndcnr, in feme Cafes to adjuft the Payment by a Kirtbuntke, taken from the 
Party who is caft. 

30th. That the Decree of the Dewannee Adaulut lhall be final in all Cafes, for Sums not 
exceeding Sicca Rupees 1000, for alienated or free Lands, in which the Jumma or Annual 
Revenue of Government dotli not exceed Rupees 1000. 

31ft. That where the Sum or Value decreed, whether in Money, Effeds, or Lands, lhall exceed 
the above Amount, an Appeal lhall lie from the Decree of the Superintendent of the Dew^niice, 
Adaulut, to the Governor General and Council in the Court of Sudder Dewanhee Adaulut. 

32d. That the Appeal muft be made within 10 Days after the Decree, and is to be noted 
in the Margin of the IVial : And that, as it may be a Difeouragement to the Appellant, to 

f refent his Petition of Appeal to the fame Perfon who has decided againft him in the firft 
nftance, that all Petitions of Appeal againft Decifions of the Superintendents of Adaulut, lliall 
be prclentcd to the Chief and Provincial Council of the reipedive Divifion, who arc to tranfmit 
the fame without Delay, to their Governor General and Council, in their Department Of Sudder 
Dewannee Adaulut. 

33d. That no Appeals lhall be received from an Awatd of Arbitration, unlefs the Arbi- 
trators lhall have been previoufly tried and convided in any Phoufdarry Court, of Subornation of 
Witneffes, of a Collufion with the Parties, of having received any Bribe or Confideration for 
their Award ; or unlefs the Witnefles, on whofe Teftimony the Caufc in Queftion was decreed, 
ftiall have been previoufly tried and convided in any Phoufdarry Court, of having given lalle 
Evidence in the laid Caufc •, but that all criminal Accufations, although arifing from any Caufc 
heard and decreed in the Dewannee Adaulut, are Cognizable only by the Phouldarry Court. 

34th. That Perfons found guilty of preferring groundlcfs, litigious, or vexatious Appeals, 
fliall be punilhed, at the Diferetion of the-Governor General and Council, by an Enhancement of 
the Colls, which lhall be given to the Refpondent as a Compenfation for the Trouble and Ex- 
pence he lhall have fuftliined. ** 

% 

35th. That in Cafes where an Appeal is made from the Decree of the Superintendent to the 
Governor General and Council, the Appellant, if Defendant in the original Suit, on delivering 
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by the Governor General and Council » the Cofts to be immediately paid. 

a6th. That a CommilTion lhall be taken on every / 5 , ‘I*® Commencement of a 

Caufc, in the Proportion of the Sums or Value fued for in the Bill of I laint •, the Rates of Com- 

milBon to be as follows ■, 


On all Sums not exceeding i.ooo, 5 per Cent. 

On all D* D* 5,000, 4 per Cent. 

On all D* D* »o,ooo, 3 per Cent. 

On all Sums above 10,000, 2 per Cent. 

That where the Suit is for Property in Lands, the Lands fhall be eftimated according to their 
annual Produce or Jummaj that is to fay, alienated or free Lands, at Ten TimM the Amount 
of their Annual Produce-, and Malguzary Lands, at the Amount of One Year s Jumma or Re- 
venue of Government j and the Commiflion taken on filing the Plaint, lhall be calculated ac- 
cordingly. 

37th. That every Plaint muft neceflarily ftate the Sum or Value, and in Difputes regarding 
Land, the Annual Produce or Jumma, of the Subjeft of the Suit. 

38th That the full Commiflion fliall be depofited by the Plaintiff, at the Time of filing the 
Bill of Plaint; but on the Decree being pafled, the Defendant lhall be immediately compelled 
to pay the Amount of the Commiflion, due on the Sum apinft him, calculated at the fame 
Rent or per Centage as that which was originally depofited by the Plaintiff; and the Amount 
fo extrafted from the Defendant, lhall be repaid by the Court to the Plaintiff. 

39th. That in Cafes of Appeal, the Appellant lhall be obliged to depofit a further Commiffion,' 
equal to One Half of the Sum originally depofited by the Plaintiff, which, in cafe the Appellant 
carries his Appeal, and obtains a Reverfal of the Decree of the Provincial Adaulut, lhall after- 
wards be recovered from the Refpondent, and paid to him. 

40th. That Fees lhall be eftablilhed on every Tullubchitty, Perwannah, or written Order 
of whatever Kind, iffued during the Courfe of the Caufe ; to be extraded from the Party at 
whole Application fuch Order is iffued ; and that Fees lhall alfo be taken on every Exhibit, at 
the Rate of Two Annas per Sheet. 

41ft:. That the Sums received agreeable to the 36th, 38th, 39th, and 40th Articles of 
thefc Regulations, either on Account of Commiffion, or for Fees, or Orders, and Exhibits, lhall 
be referved and appropriated by the Superintendent, as a Fund for defraying the Charges of 
the Court -, and that the Superintendent lhall deliver Monthly, to the Governor General and 
Council, a particular Account of his Receipts and Expenditures. 

42d. That the Superintendent, on all Points which have not been exprefsly provided for by 
thefc Regulations, lhall aft difcretionally, and according to the belt of nis Judgment; and that 
he lhall not be removable from his Office, except at his own Requifition, or on Proof of fomc 
Mifdcmcanor. 

43d. That the above Rules Hull be read over to each Superintendent before he is inveft- 
ed with his Office ; and that he lhall be required to take the following Oath : “ I do 

fwear. That I will adminifter Juftice to the beft of my Ability, Knowledge, and Judgment, 
without Fear, Favour, Hope, or Reward; and that I will not receive, direftly or indireftly, any 
Prefents, or Nuzzers, cither in Money or in Effefts of any Kind, from any Party in any Caufe, 
or from any Perfon whatfoever, on Account of any Suit to be inftituted, or which may be 
depending, or have been decided in the Court of Adaulut, under my Jurifdiftion, nor will I 
knowing^ permit anj^ Perfon or Perfons under my Authority, or in my immediate Service, to 
receive, direftly or indireftly, any Prefents or Nuzzers, either in Money or in Effefts of any 
Kind, from any Party in any Caufe, or from any Perfon whatfoever, on Account of any 
Suit to be inftituted, or which may be depending, or have been decided, in the Court of Adau- 
lut, under my Jurifdiftion ; and that I will render true and faithful Account of all Sums 
received for Commiflions on Caufes, and Fees of Court, and of all Expenditures.” 

That thefc Regulations lhall be confidcred as binding, only until a new Arrangement iliall 
be made by Authority of Parliament. 
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Extrait of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council at Fort William^ in their Revenue Depaii 

menty the iitb Aprily 1780. 


Read the Plan entered in Confnltation the 28th ultimo, for the Adminiftration of Juftice 
in thefe Provinces. 

Agreed, That it be carried into Execution. 

Agreed, That the Superintendents of Adaulut be allowed a monthly Salary of One thoufand 
Sicca Rupees, and an Allowance of Three hundred Sicca Rupees for Houfe Rent, in lieu of aU 
Contingencies. 


The Governor General recommends the following Perfons to be appointed Superintendents of the 
tc^^ive Adauluts. 


Calcutta, 

Moorlhedabad, 

Burdwan, 

Dacca, 

Dinagepore, 

Patna, 


Mr. Thomas Dugald Campbell. 
Mr. Edward Otto Ives. 

Mr. Hugh Aufter. 

Mr. Alexander Duncanfon. 

Mr. Benjamin Grindall. 

Mr. John Guichard Booth. 


Agreed, That the 


above Gentlemen be appointed accordingly. 


Agreed, That the Plan be notified to the Provincial Councils in the following LetterJ 


(Circular.) 


j Mr. David Anderfiny Chief y £dV. Council of Revenue at Calcutta. 


Gentbertien, 

We now inclofe you a Set of Regulations, which we have tiiought proper to eftabliflr for the 
Adminiftration of Juftice in thefe Provinces, and require your particular Attention and ftridf Ad- 
herence to the Rules and Ordinances contain^ therein. 

We likewift direft you to give every Afliftance and Support in your Power to the Superinten- 
dents of Adaulut, in the Performance of the particular Duties afligned to them j and to give 
P’orce and Effect to the Regulations themfclves. 

We have been careful to diftinguilh and diferiminate the particular Objefts of your Jurifdi<aion, 
and thofc of the Superintendents of Adaulut, and have left with you exclufive Jurildiftion in all 
Matter which direftly concern the Revenue, and fome which may more diftantly affeft the Collec- 
tion of it-, and thefe we think proper that you fliouW carefully retain and exercife j but that you 
refer all Cafes of Meum and Tuum, and Difputcs of Perfonal Property and Perfonal Rights, on 
which Application may be made to you, to the Decifion of the Superintendent of Adaulut, in 
whom we have thought proper to veft this Authority ; meaning, that your Time and Attention 
fliall not be taken up in hearing and determining Matters of a Judicial Nature, except in Cafes 
which arile out of or concern the Colleftion of the Public Revenue, which will relieve you from 
a great Degree of Labour and Refponfibility, and enable you to apply with more Elfoa to the 
Performance of the other Doties of your Station, the keeping up the Colleftion of the Revenues 
under your Charge, and preventing OpprcfTions by a fpeedy Adjuftment of all Difputcs and Dif- 
ferences which may arife in confcquencc. 

You will obferve, that we have been careful to reftrain the Authority of the Superintendent of 
Adaulut, in fuch particular Cafes as might interfere with, or obftrua the Collcftion of the Revenues, 
by prohibiting him from fending Perfons with Authority into the Lands of the Zemindars or Farm- 
ers, or calling Perfons from the Mofuflil during the Months of the heavy Coiledion, or luni- 
moning Farmers, Zemindars, or Collcdors of the Revenue, except through the Medium of your 
Board. But in all fuch Cafes where the Superintendents may have Occafion to apply to -you for 
your Afliftance, it is our Diredions that you afford it to the utmoft of your Power, as far as the 
p.trticular Circumftances of the Cafe may admit; and in general, that you confider the Sp rit as 
Well as the Letter of thefe Regulations, and endeavour to conform cheieto, by co-operating with 
the Superintendent, and promoting, as far as may depend on you, tlic Adminiftration of Juflicc m 
Ibe Diviflon under your Aut-hority. 


[K] 


We 
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We have appointed Mr. Thomas Dugald Campbell Superintendent of Adaulut for your Dlvi- 
fion j whom you will therefore call before you, and having read over to him the Reflations, tender 
him 'the Oath preferibed by the 43d Article, before he is inverted with his Office. The Oath 
muft be entered in a Book kept for that Purpofe-; and after it has been adminirtered, murt he 
figned by the Superintendent. 

The Salary of the Superintendent has been fixed at 1,000 Sicca Rupees, with an Allowance of 
300 Sicca Rupees per Month for Houfc*rent, in lieu of all Contingencie*. 

Fort William, We arc, &c. 

the I ith April 1780. 


The fame to Moorfticdabad, Mr. Ives. 

Burdwan, Mr. Aurter. 

Daccai Mr. Duncanfon. 

Dinagepore, Mr. (Irindall. 

Patna, Mr. Booth. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do advife'the Superintendents of the Adauluts, of their Appoint* 
inents, and furnilh them with Copies of the Regulations for their Guidance. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council at Fort William^ in their Revenue Depart- 
ment^ the 2 qtb September 1780. 

The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, which he requefts may be entered in 
this Day's Proceedings •, but the Subjedf of it being of too much Importanca for any immediat* 
Decifion, that it lie for Confideration till the next Meeting of the Board. 

Governor General.— The Inrtitution of the new Courts of Dewannee Adaulut has already 
given Occalion to very troublefome and alarming Competitions between them and the Provincial 
Councils, and too much Wafte of Time at this Board. Thefe, however, manifert the Ncccflity 
of giving a more than ordinary Attention to thefe Courts, in the Infancy of their Eftabliflimenr, 
that they might neither prevent the Purpofes, nor exceed the Limits of their Jorifdiclion, nor 
fufTcr Encroachments upon it. 

To efieft thefe Points, would require fuch a laborious and almoft unremitted Application, that 
however urgent or important they may appear, I Ihould dread to bring them before the Confidc- 
ration of the Board, unlcfs I could propofc fome Expedient for that End, that Ihould not add to 
the Weight of Bufinefs with which it is already overcharged. 

That which I have to offer, will, I hope, prove rather a Diminution of it. 

By the Conrtitution of the Dewannee Courts, they arc all made amenable to a fuperior Court, 
called the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, which has been commonly, but erroneoufly, underrtood to 
be Amply a Court of Appeals. Its Province is, and ncceffarily muft be, much more extenfive. 
It is not only to receive Appeals from the Decrees of the inferior Courts, in all Caufes exceeding a 
certain Amount •, but receive and revife all the Proceedings of the inferior Courts 5 to attend to 
their Conduct, to remedy their Defedts, and generally, to form fuch new Regulations and Checks, 
as Experience fhall prove to be ncccflary to the Purpofes of their Inftitution. 

Hitherto the Board has referved the Office to iticlf j but hath not yet entered on the Execution 
of It ; nor, I will venture to pronounce, will it ever, though Half of its Time were devoted to 
this umple Department. 

Yet, without both the Support and Controul of fome powerful Authority held over them it is 
impofli^ble for the Courts to lubfift j but they muft either fink into Contempt, or be perverted into 
the inftrument of Oppreffion. t 

This Authority, I repeat* the Board is inc^ablc of executings and if delegated to any Body 
of Men, or to any individual Agent, not polieffing in thcmfelves fome Weight, independent of 
mere official Power, it will prove little more cffcftoal. The only Mode which I can devife 
fubftitute for it, is included in the following Motionsj which 1 now fubmit, on tire Rcafon pre* 
mii'ed, to the Confideration of the Board : 

• 

That the Chief Jufticc be requefted to accept of the Charge and Superintcndcncy of the Officq 
of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, under its prelirnt Regulations, and fuch other as the Board fhall 

think 
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think proper to add to them, or to fubftitute in their Stead ; and that on his Acceptance of it, 
he be appointed to it, and ftiW “• The Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut.” 

I (hall beg Leave to add a few Words in Support of this PropofitiOn, on different Grounds. 

I am well aware, that the Choice which I have made for fo important an Office, and one which 
will minutely and nearly overlook every Rank of the Civil Service, will fubjed me to much popular 
Prejudices •, as its real Tendency will be mifunderftood by many, mifreprefented by more, and 
perhaps dreaded by a few.— I (hall patiently fubmit to their Confequcnces,becaufe I am confeious of 
the Reditude of my Intentions, and certain that the Event will juftify me, and prove, that in 
whatever Light it may be fuperficially viewed, I (hall be found to have ftudied the true Intereft of 
the Service, and contributed the moft effedually to its Credit. 

The Want of legal Powers, except fuch as are implied in very doubtful Conftrudions of the Ad of 
Parliament, and the Hazards to which the Superiors of the Dewannee Courts are expofed in their own 
Perfons, from the Exercife of their Fundions, has been the principal Caule of their Remilfnefs, 
and equally of the Difregard which has been in many Inftances (hewn to their Authority. They 
will be enabled to ad with Confidence •, nor will any Man dare to conteft their Right of ading, when 
their Proceedings are held under the Sandion and immediate Patronage of the Firll Member ot the 
Supreme Court, and with his Participation, in the Inftances of fuch as arc brought in Appeal before 
him, and regulated by his Inftrudions. They very much require an Inftrudor, and no one will 
doubt the fuperior Qualifications of the Chief Juftice, for fuch a Duty. 

It will be a Means of leffening the Diftance between the Board and the Supreme Court, which 
has perhaps been, more than the undefined Powers alTumcd to each, the Caiife of the Want of 
that accommodating Temper, which ought to have influenced their Intercourfc with each other. 
The Contention in which we have been unfortunately engaged with the Court, bore, at one Time, 
fo alarming a Tendency, that I believe every Member of the Board foreboded the moft dangerous 
Confequcnces to the Peace and Refourccs of this Government from them. They are at prclcnt 
compofed, but we cannot be certain that the Calm will laft beyond the adual Vacation, fince the 
fame Grounds and Materials of Difunion fubfift *, and the Revival of it, at a Time like this, added 
to our other Troubles, might, if carried to Extremities, prove fatal. 

The Propofition which I have fubmitted to the Board, may, nor have I Doubt that it will 
prove an Inftrument of Conciliation with the Court, and will preclude the Neceffity of its afluming 
a Juril'diftion over Perfons exempted, by our Conftruftion of the Aft of Parliament, from it. k 
will facilitate and give Vigour to the Courfe of Juftice i it will IcflTcn the Cares of the Board, and add 
to their Lcifure for Occupations, more urgent and better fuited to the Genius and Principles of 
Government ; Nor will it be any Acceffion of Power to the Courts •, even that Portion of Authority, 
which is propofed to be given, given only to a fingle Man of the Court, and may be revoked, when- 
ever the Board (hall think it proper to refume it. 


Vlxtralt of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council at Fort fFilliatny in their Revenue 

Department y the OSlober, 1780. 


The Governor General’s Minute, concerning the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, recorded in the laft 
Confultation, having been fent in Circulation, for the Opinions and Decifion of the Board •, the 
Opinions delivered thereon arc entered in the Order in which they were received. 

Mr. Francis, — I have not had fufficientTime to give this important Propofition all thcCon(idcration 
it deferves: The Refleftions which it fuggerts, muft be dated haftily as they occur. That this is a frc(h 
Innovation, fucceeding many others, in the Adminiftration of Juftice to the Natives of this Country, 
is of itfelf a weighty Objeftion. All Innovations of this Nature are dangerous, efpccially in a Coun- 
try, whofc Government cannot divide or furrender any of its Powers, without Icflcning the Refpeft, and 
hazarding the Obedience of its Subjefts. On this Principle we contended for the cxclufive Jurifdic- 
tion of the Governor General and Council, as Dewan over the Zemindars, Landholders, and 
Landed Property of this Country. In my Judgment, the Propofition amounts to a direft Contra- 
diftion or Defertion of every Thing we faid, or did, in the Cafe of the Rajah of CofTijiirah. As 
fuch it will be naturally received and underftood by the Natives. They cannot diftinguilh between 
the Chief Juftice and the Supreme Court j or if theDiftinftion could pofTibly be explained to them, 
and if they could be fatisfied, that in faft it was QOl intended to reinftate the Court in the Exercife ot 
the Jurifdiftion which it had claimed, and which wc had refifted, it is probable they would think 
that fome greater Evil was to befal them. I hope it is unneceffary for me to fay, that no Idea of 
perfonal Difrefpeft to the Chief Juftice can be intended, in any Thing I (hall offer on the public 
Queftion before me : If any Expreffion that may appear to have fuch a Tendency, (hould cfcapc 
me, I difclaim it. I mean to examine the propoled Inftiiutjon in its own Merits, and the Difficul- 
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t:/ « if may be fubje<fV to as a public Mcafurc, without Reference to the perloiial Character of 
Ojiallfic.uions of any Individual.— Khali follow the Reafoning of the Governor General’s Minute, 
in ilic O.'dtT in which he has placed it. 

ilh If the Inftitution of the new Court has already given Occafion to Competitions between the 
Provincial Councils, and the Dewannee Adauluts, it is cur Bufinefs and Duty to put an Knd to 
them by eur Authority, which is direft, and fufficiently coercive over both Parties. We ought to 
draw the Line between them, and infill on their rcfpcAive Submiflion to the Limitation delcribed 
by it. I do not think, that to efFcil this Point, would require any very laborious Application on 
our Part. Our Adminiftration wants Vigour, not Time, to execute all its Duties. One Punilliment 
would have more Effedl than a Thoufand Regulations. But if the Argument were well founded, how 
is the Difficulty removed, by transferring this laborious Service to the Chief Jufticc, who is already 
fo overloaded with the Bufinefs of the Supreme Court, that he finds it impoflible to affift his 
Brethren as ailing Jufliccs of Calcutta, and therefore is very juftly cxcufcd from lharing with them 
in the Toil of that troublcfome Office ? 

ad. The Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, I know, has been commonly, but I do not think it is erroneoufly, 
undrrflood to be fimply a Court of Appeals. The 6th Article of the Plan for the Adminiftration 
of Juftice, provides. That the Dewannee Sudder Adaulut jhall receive and determine Appeals from the Pr0‘ 
vincial Dewannee Adauluts i and it fays no more. If its Province be, and neceflarily muft be, much 
more extenfrve^ the Extent of it Ihould be accurately deferibed and defined. For my own Part, I 
know not where to look for this neceflary Definition ■, but I know that a Jurifdiilion not fo defined, 
either has no Power at all, or it is dcfpotic. A Court of Appeal, as fuch, can do nothing but receive 
Appeals from the Decrees of inferior Courts. If it is to receive and revife all the Proceedings 
of fuch Courts, it muft itfelf ccafc to be a Court of Appeal j for what Suitor will appeal to a 
Superior Court, which has already revifed, approved, and confirmed the very Proceedings by which 
he thinks himfclf injured ? If a Court of Appeal adheres to the true Principles of its Inflitution, 
it Ihould know nothing of the Proceedings of the inferior Court, until! an Appeal from the Decree 
of that Court, comes regularly before it. If it has already approved of the Proceedings below, 
it is, inJlantcTy a Party, and cannot be Judge. 

As to the other Duties propofed, “ of attending to their Conduft, of remedying their Defe£ls, 
and forming new Regulations, &c.” thefe are Objeifls for the legiflativc Power of the Country, 
which, I iinderftand, quoad hoc at lead, is exclufivcly and unalienably vefted in the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council. 

I am of Opinion that the Office might be exercifed by the Board, or by any Two Members 
of iti and that Two or Three fpecific Days allotted in a Month to this Duty, would be fufficient 
to perform it. 

4th. I muft objeft to the Requeft propofed to be made to the Chief Jufticc, for the following Rea* 
fons : The Governor General and Council cannot, without departing from the Principles on which 
they have unanimoufty aiflcd, eftablifh the Sudder Adaulut on any Plan, which commits the Com- 
pany’s Rights, or ours, in (^ality of Dewan of the Provinces, to the Cuftody of all or any of 
the Judges. The Supreme Court and Council differ widely in their Ideas of the Jurifdiiflion of 
the Court. The Chief Jufticc cannot be fuppofed to have changed the Opinions, which he has 
at all Times fo ftridlly maintained; and thole Opinions would lead him to fubmit t) the Jurif- 
diiflionof the Court in many Inftances, in which the Council, upon Principles, would refill them. 
Thus the Council, by making the Chief Jufticc Judge of the Sudder Adaulut, would put it into 
the Power of the very Man with whom they have been contending, to give up what they hither- 
to infifted on as their effential Rights. 

The great Objeft of this Plan, is to give Authority to the Dewannee Adauluts ; but I cannot admit 
that the Means arc likely to anfwer the End. The Arguments drawn from the elevated Station of 
the Chief Juftice, have no Weight. He can carry none of the Powers of the Supreme Court into 
the Sudder Adaulut. When he a£ls under the Appointment of the Council as Superintendent, 
he will poffefs no Part of the Authority which he derives from the King’s Appointment of 
Chief Juftice. It will not prove an Inftrument of Conciliation, nor prevent the Revival of Difputes, 
which it is faid might prove fatal. It is admitted by the Governor, that the Grounds of Divifion 
Hill fubfift ; and it is certain, that the Appointment of the Chief Juftice to the Sudder Adaulut, 
will make no Alteration in the Authority and Powers of the Supreme Court. The remaining 
Judges will have the fame Powers which they all now poffefs ; bccaufe the Council cannot, by new 
modelling the Adauluts, abridge, or in any Way affeft, the Powers of the Court. If the Chief 
Jufticc carries his late Opinions into the Sudder Adaulut, the Supreme Court will obtain Strenach 
from the Appointment ; If he aifts on new Principles, more conformable to thofe of the Coun- 
cil, that will raife freffi Difficulties ; it will tend to make a Breach between him and the other 
Judges, but can never repair the Breach already fubfilling between the Court and Council. 
I ufc the Language which has already been applcd by us to the Judges, when I fay, That there 
is d Jtahufyy -which all Men feel for their own Power and Confequence. I'he Two Puil'ne. Judges 

P cannot 
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cannot but feel thcmfdvcs wounded by this partial Seleftion of the Chief Jufticc, and the Pre- 
ference given to his fuperior Qiialilications. We ought not to offer them fuch Caufe of Of- 
fence, nor hught wc to be carelefs of the EfFedts it may produce. 

I conceive that the Appointment of the Chief Jufficc to tliis Office, would claffi and be inconfift- 
ent with the Duties of his prefent Station. It would be an infiipcrable Bar to his adting in many 
Cafes, in which his Duty as Chief Juffice would call on him to adl. Suppole a Suitor in the 
Adaulut Ihould think the Judge had adted illegally j he might bring his Adlion againft him 
in the Supreme Court j and when, upon the Principles on which the Court and the Chief Jullice 
have particularly infilled and adled, he would be obliged to come as a Party into the Court in which 
he ought to prefide as Chief Juffice, to plead in the ufual Form, and to defend himfelf in the ul’ual 
Way 1 and he might be compelled to pay Dam.ages for what he had done as Si perintendent, in the 
fame Manner that the Council at Patna were for their Proceedings againft Nadara Begum. Thus 
his Proceedings in the Adaulut, would bring him a Party in his own Caufe, and preclude him from 
adling in his Capacity of Chief Jullice. Again 5 fuppofc a Perfon committed by any of the inferior 
Adauluts, or by the Chief Jullice himfelt as Judge of the Sudder Adaulut, ffiould apply to him 
for a Writ of Habeas Corpus •, lhall he rcfule ilie Writ, bccaufe the Grounds of tlie Commit- 
ment are already known to him ? or ffiall he grant it tliough poflefled of luch Knowledge, and 
where himfelf has prejudged the Queftion, by ordering or approving the Commitment ? I cannot 
prefume to fay, how far it would be his Duty to grant the Writ at all Events •, but it is evi- 
dent that the Prifoner would gain nothing by obtaining it. It may be faid, the Perfon lb cbm- 
mitted may apply for a Writ of Habeas Corpus to one of the Puifne Judges. If he fucceeds 
(as he certainly would, if in the Opinion of the Judge there fliould be Reafon to fuppofe the 
Commitment might be illegal) it would follow, that the Adi of the Superintendent would be can- 
vafled, and perhaps fet afidc by an inferior Judge of another Court, in which the Supciintend- 
ent himfelf prcfides. This Cafe might frequently occur ; and if it fliould ever occur, it would 
tend to create new Differences between the Supreme Court on the one Side, and the Sudder Dc- 
wannee Adaulut, fupported by the Chief Juffice of the Supreme Court, on the other. 

On the whole, I think it would Be improper in the Council to requeft the Chief Jullice to take 
upon himfelf, and perhaps illegal in him to accept, an Office, which is lb inconfillcnt with the Duties 
of his prefent Station, and which would preclude him from cxercifing the Trull repofed in him by 
the King, in many Cafes of the greateft Importance ; particularly thofe, in which the Limits ol the 
Jurifdidtion of the Court, and the Extent of the Powers veiled in the Council, might come in 
Queftion. 

One of the Obfervations with which the Governor General concludes his Argumenr, in Favour 
of his Plan, viz. “ That the Portion of Authority which is propofed to be given, is given only to a 
fingle Man in the Court,” appears to me a ftrong Objedlion againft it. The Englilh Government 
has very fparingly delegated judicial Authority to fingle Perfons; /Ippeals, in particular, are 
never permitted to be tried by a fingle Judge, either in England, or any ot its Provinces or Depen- 
dencies. The King is, I believe, the only fingle Perfon to whom fuch an appellate Junlditlion is 
even nominally given; and he cannot try an Appeal without the Affillancc of his Privy Council : 
Appeals to him therefore are called Appeals to the King in Council. 

This Policy has nothing to do with Trials by Jury on Principles of Englilh l.iberty, which may 
be thought inapplicable to Bengal; but is founded on that Jullice to which the Natives of Bengal 
are entitled, as well as other Men. But Jufticc requires, that in the Conftitution of a Court, Cor- 
ruption be above all Things guarded againft ; and no Magillrate is more liable to Corruption than a 
Judge, in whom is veiled a Power of determining Appeals, without being either checked by Aflb- 
ciates, or controlled bjr any further Appeal to fuperior Judges. The Legiflature, in c'lablilhir.g the 
Supreme Court of Judicature here, though it be not a Court of Appeal, and though a.i Appeal may 
be made from its Decifions to the King in Council, thought a Plurality of Judges neceflary ; and 
therefore created fo many, that it is not likely thtw Ihould be reduced by Chance to one. Mr. Ilaftings 
and his Council, when they erctffed the Court or Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, would not leave fuch 
Redudion in the Power of Chance, but made the Prefcncc of Three Members effentially ncceflary to 
a Dccifion. If I could believe it lawful and proper for us to delegate our judicial Authority to 
Judges of the Supreme Court, I Ihould think it ought rather to be given to all than to one. If all 
the Powers of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut be veiled in one Man, yet fo veiled, “ that they may 
be revoked whenever this Board lhall think it proper to refumc them fuch a Judge may become, 
in tlie Hands of a corrupt Council, an Inllrument of Oppreffion ; the Council will not beanfwerablc 
for his Decrees i and he will be, in a great Meafurc, protefted by his judicial Capacity. The 
Authority given may undoubtedly be revolted whenever the Board lhall think proper to refumc it. 
The prefent Board cannot bind their SuccelTors, nor even themfcives, againft a Change of Opinion.-— 
But will the Chief Jullice accept of fuch an Office, on fo precarious a Footing.^ or, would it be 
; refpeftful in us to offer it to him, with the Information which ought to accompany it, viz, That he is 
removable at any Time by a Rclolution of the Board ? 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


[G] 
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Sir 
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Sir Evrc Coote— As the determining upon Points rt lative to Law Proceedings, has fallen fo little 
within the Limits of my Profcfllon, I acknowledge myfclt inadequate to the forming a thorough 
Judgment concerning the Plan propolcd by the Governor General. 

Buttrufting to his full Knowledge of that Branch ofGovernmcnt which he now means to bring 
under the Controul of Infpcdtion, and from a real Scnle of the Abilities of the Chief Juftice, to 
render any Department of Superintendence, which fhould be entrufted to his Charge, no lefs ufeful 
and beneficial in Effcd than in Idea, I give my Aflcnt to the Meafurc ; obfervine at the fame Time, 
however, that this Aflent is for the Trial of an Expedient whicli may be attended 
Confequences, and not for its abfolute Eftablifhmcnt i and 1 therefore referve to myfelf ^11 I^rty 
to vote for the Repeal of the prefent Refolution, Ihould I find it prove hereafter in any Refpea de- 
trimental, cither to the great Lines of Government, or to the Community. 

’ (Signed) 


p r- 


Mr. Whelcr. — No one can be more fincerely defirous than I am, of the due Adminiftration of 
Juftice in this Country. 

By the late Ad of Parliament, this Branch is divided between the Supreme Court and the Go- 
vernment } what the A(ft hath not committed to the former, it confirms to the latter ; and whenever 
the Extent of the refpeftive Juril'didions is not clearly defined, or is oppofitcly viewed, their mutual 
Candour, and Regard to the Public Good, Ihould influence : Through thefe Channels only can Juftice 
flow here. 

This Board, in the late Inftitution of Dewannee Courts of Adaulut, hath thought itfelf adling in 
the Province left to it by the Legiflature, and making an effciftive Regulation for the Benefit of the 
Country. I am forry to find, from the Governor General’s Minute, that he now fees the Inftitution 
in a different Light, in both thefe Refpcifts. He conceives, that “ the Superiors of the Adauluts, 
have no legal Powers, except fuch as arc implied in very doubtful Conftruiflions of the Aft of 
Parliament and that the Court of Appeals, eftabliflicd to controul their Proewdings, and fup- 
port their Authority, can never prove cffcftual for thefe Purpofes.— If the Inftitution has really 
thefe Evils in it, I am willing to deliberate upon proper Remedies for them; to reduce it, if it has 
exceeded the due Limit ; or if it is found to be cflciitially defeftive, to agree to an dfential Change 
in it : But at prclent, I muft confefs thefe Pofitions arc not evident to me. And fuppofing them 
to be eftablilhed, in the Application of Remedies wc can have no Standard but the Linijs marked 
out by the Aft of Parliament; which afllgns a feparate Jurifdiftion to each of the Two Depart- 
ments, or implies the Duty of a Co-operation of both. Although I entertain all due Deference 
for the Chief Juftice, and feel myfclf embarrafled by the Perfonality which mixes in the Queftion 
before us ; yet I muft beg Leave to fay, that the Expedient propofed by the Governor General, 
feems not to fall in with any of the Intentions of the Aft ; but to beoppofed by Difficulties, as 
well as to threaten Confequences, which, unlcfs obviated, muft determine me to withhold my 
Aflent to it. 

Sonic of the prefent Difficulties arc thefe -Firft ; If the Governor General and Council, have 
no other legal Power to appi.int Superintendents of the Adauluts, than what is implied from a 
doubtful Conjiruttion of the Aft of Parliament, then they Ihould not have proceeded to an Efta- 
bliffiment of fuch Importance, nor Ihould they now pcrfift in it ; their Bufinefs in fuch Cafe, is 
to aft in Concert with the Court. 

2d. If they have not in themfelves competent Power for this Eftablilhmcnt, they in like Man- 
ner are not competent to confer upon any Individual, that Authority with which it is now pro- 
polcd to inveft the Chief Juftice. 

gd. Unlcfs the Chief Juftice acknowledges tlie Validity of the Board’s Inftitution (which will 
be a great Authority againft the Governor (Tcncral’s Argument) he cannot confiftently accept 
of the Office propofed for him. And the fame Remark may be extended to the Opinions of 
the other Judges. His Acceptance of an Office, cannot cftablilh tlic Legality of the Power that 
confers it. 

.jth. The Union of different Powers, in the Perfon of the Chief Juftice, can be no regular 
Conciliation of the Two Departments. The interpofuion of his Perfon, may indeed prevent their 
clalhing for a Time , but this eftefts no real Adjuftment of Principles between them ; and it docs 
not Icem allowable fur us to conclude, that a particular Diftinftion mcjvn to the Chief Juftice, will 
fupprefs all Oppofirion of Sentiment from the other Judges. Nor does this Mode of procuring 
Pe.ncc, if it Ihould I'uccced, appear the moft honourable or fafe for ourfelves ; for after delegat- 
ing fo much Power, both Departments are (till left expoled at the Pleafure of the Chief Juftice, to 
the’ futiiieFruption of their unextinguiftied Differcncc.s. 

5th. If, for the Purpofes of conciliating the Court, and giving Efficacy to the Adauluts, fuch an 
Authority is to be beftowed, it would feem that thefe Purpofes would be better anfwered, and all 
Danger of infringing the Aft of Parliament avoided, by delegating the Power of hearing Appeals 
fo all the Judges of the Supreme Court, or affociating them with ourfelves, and holding fuch 

Power 
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Power in Conjunftion with them ; which falls in with one Part of the Bill tranfmitted to the 

Courtof Directors, in J^hc Year 1776, 

6th. By an Appoifjtnacnt of this Nature the Ind^ndcncy of both Departments may be en- 
dangered. By feparating the Members from their Departments, a Sylletrt of mdtual Influences, 
which may occaflonally operate too powerfully upon each, is at once founded. 

7th. Such an Union ot different Powers, is beyond the Scope of the Aft of Parliament^ ahd 
foreign to the Conftitution of the Company’s Government. A great Salary, high Rank and Con- 
fideratiorr, are annexed to the Office of Chief Jullice, moft probably upon the Suppofition, that 
the Perfon advanced to it could here receive no Augmentation in any of thefc Things ; and it 

feems inconfiftent with his Appointment from the King, tvhUb makes him independent, to accept 

of another Appointment under the Company, during the PUafure of this Beard. 

8th. In the Office propofed to be given to the Chief Jolticc, it does not 8it)pear how he can be 
held, either under Controul or Refponfibility. He cannot be feparated from the Privileges of 
his original Office j yet the Exercife of them, in all that relates to the new Appointment, mull be 
quite diferetionary with him. 

The Apprehenfions which I entertain, and have alluded to in the former Part of the Minute, 
arc thefe. 

iff. That it will be thought requifite, if this Appointment takes Place, to annex a large 
Salary to it, and an ample Eilabliflimcnt. In our preient State, when we can hardly raife Money 
for our ncccffary Occafions, I Ihould think fuch an Expcnce utterly inadmiflible. 

2d. Decifions might probably go upon the Principles of Engliffi Law. The Introduction 
of this Practice Ihould, in my humble Opinion, be previoufly and maturely confidCred. 

gd. If Attornics and Solicitors Ihould be admitted to praCtife in the Court of Appeals, a 
new and wide Door of Litigation would be opened : The Company have no Controul over At- 
lornies and Solicitors. 

4th. The Bufinefs of the Court of Appeals mtift give Opportunity for a thorough InfpcClion of 
all the Affairs of the Revenue, and Proceedings of the Provincial Councils $ of courfe, a very 
powerful Influence over both Europeans and Natives. 

5th Such an Influence, poffeffed by the Chief Jufticc of the Supreme Court, might too much 
hide the Government from the Eyes of the Natives. 

Waving further Objections, I now repeat my Wilh to Ibe thefe obviated •, and whatever may 
be wanting, for an effectual Comroul over the Country Courts, fupplied. If the Service Ihould 
indeed require an extraneous Check, delicate and important as this Point is, I would by no 
Means havC it underltood that I would oppofe it j but before this is applied, I think fevcral other 
Expedients miglit be tried. 

I ft. The Company’s chief Law Officer here feems to be the Perfon to whom Rccourfe Ihould 
firft be had, his Station being fimilar to that of the Company’s Counfel in England* who attends 
on all Queftions of Law, and gives his Opinion and Advice. I think, that by introducing in 
the fame Manner, the Advocate General into the Court of Appeals, the Bufinefs of that Court 
might be made cafy to tlie Members of the Board 1 and I muft think alfo, that if fuch an Of- 
ficer as Judge of Appeals Ihould be created, he has the moft natural Right to it. 

2d. The Supreme Court and the Governor General and Council might fit together as a Court of 
Appeals, according to the Principle of the Bill already meUCioned. 

gd. The Objections againft the Chief Jufticc, lie with Icfs Force againft cither of the inferior 
Judges*, and, 

4tn, Lcaft of all againft the Prcfidence of all the Judges, in Rotation. 


Board's Refolution of the i %th OHoher. 

Refolvcd, That the Chief Juftice be requefted to accept of the Charge ahd Superintendency of the 
Office of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, under its prefent Regulations, and fuch as the Board fliall 
think proper to add to them, or to fubftitute in their ftcaa ; and that on his Acceptance of it, he be 
appointed to it, and ftiled “ The Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut.” 


The Secretary having, by the Governor General’s Directions, waited on the Chief Juftice with 
the preceding Refolution, he lays before the Board a Letter delivered to him by the Chief Juftice^ 
in Anfwcr. 


7 * 0 the Honourable the Governor General and Council, &c. &c. 

. Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your Secretary, Mr. Baugh, has this Mornirtg communicated to me yoUr Refolution of the 
1 8th Inftant. 

7 lam 
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1 am fenfiblc of the Honour conferred on me, by the Truft you have repofed m me-,— accept of 
tlie Chari and Lpcrintendcncy of the Office of Sudder Dewannec Adaulut, under it* pr«fent Re- 
Bulations^and fuch^ others as the Board lhall think proper to add ro them, or to fubftituce in 


Public. 

Fort William, 
19th Odlobcr, 1780. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) . E. Impey. 


Agreed, conformably to the Refolution of the Board, that the Chief Juftice be appointed Judge 
of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut. 

Ordered, That Notice of the Chief Juftice’s Appointment be fent to the Superintendents of the 
feveral Dewannee Adauluts ■, and agreed. That the Provincial Councils be alfo advifed thereof, as 
follows : 

To Mr. David Anderfon, Chief., Provincial Council for the Dmfton of Calcutta, at Hough^;/. 

Gentlemen, r c jj 

The Chief Jufticc having accepted of the Charge and Superintendency of the Office of Sodaer 

Dewannee Adaulut, we have appointed him to it, with the Title of Judge of that Court, 

Fort William, We are, &c. 

the 26th Odober, 1780. 


The fame to all the Provincial Councils. 


The Governor General recommends, that a Salary of 5,000 Sicca Rupees, and 600 Sicca Rupees 
per Month for the Rent of an Office, may be allowed to the Chief Jufticc for this Appointment-, 
and that the Motion do lie for the Conftdcration of the Board, to be decided on at their next 
Meeting. 

Agreed, That it do lie accordingly. 


Extra fl of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council at Fort William, in their Rtvenut Depart- 
ment, the 3d November 1780. 

The Governor General lays before the Board, the following Regulations for the Sudder and infe- 
rior Dewannee Adauluts, prepared by Sir Elijah Impey, and carefully revifed by him ; and recom- 
mends, that they may be tranltnitted tq, the Superintendents with the ncceffary Orders, requiring 
their Coni'ormity to them. '' 

ift. That all Rules, Orders, Regulations, and Refolutions refpefting the Court of Sudder De- 
wannee Ailaulut and Provincial Dewannee Adauluts heretofore eftablilhcd by the Authority of any 
former Prefident and Council, Governor General and Council, or Court of Sudder Dewannee 
Adaulur, be confirmed, and be and remain Standing Rules and Orders of the faid Courts refpeftively ; 
except in fuch Matters and Things as the fame may be varied by the Rules and Orders hereby 
eftabliflied, or which fliall hereafter be eftablilhcd by the Governor General and Council, or by the 
Sudder Dewannec Adaulut. 

ad. That the Judges of the Provincial Dewannee Adauluts do execute and perform all fucli 
Matters and Things which were required to be executed and performed by the Collcftors, Pro- 
vincial Councils, or any Judge or Judges of any Provincial Dewannee Adaulut, refpefting the 
Adminiftration of Juftice in the Month of May 1772, or by any fubfequent Rule, Order, Regula- 
tion,' or Refolution of the late Prefident and Council, Governor General and Council, or Court of 
.Sudder Dewannee, in as much as tlie fame arc confiftent with, or conformable to, the Rules, Or- 
ders, Regulations, and Refolutions hereby made. 

3d. That it be not competent to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut 'to proceed on any Appeal in 
any Caufe heretofore dccieed and adjudged in any Provincial Dewannee Adaulut, unlefs the fame 
fliall have been prefented to a Provincial Dewannee Adaulut, or to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, 
before the Firft Day of June, which lhall be in the Year of our Lord 1781 : That all Appeals 
againft any Judgment, Decree, or final Order, which lhall be made in any Provincial Dewannee 
5 Adaulut, 
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Adauluty . after the Firft Day of Norember 1780, (hall be prefented within Three Calendar Months 
after the Day of the Decree given, and Copies thereof delivered to the Parties : That in every 
Cafe where any Appeal (hall be prefented to the Provincial Dewannee Adaulut, the Judge of the 
faid Court ihall immediately indorl'e thereon, in his own Hand Writing, and fign it with his 
Name, the Day of the Mdntn and Year in which fuch Petition was prefented j and if the original 
Caufe of Aftion be concerning the Right or Pofleflion of any Houfes or Lands, all Pioceedirtgs 
fhall immediately be ftayed, and no Execution had, or Poflclllon given under the Judgment, De- 
cree, or final Order appealed againft, until the faid Appeal lhall nave been finally determined in 
the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut : Provided, that the Party appealing lhall enter into good and fuf- 
ficient Security to abide by loch Judgment, in a Sum not exceeding Five hundred Sicca Rupees, 
for the Purpofe of anfwering fuch Colts as the oppofite Party may be put to in confeguence of 
fuch Appeal : And if the Petition of Appeal be in any Cafe in which any Sum of Money, 
Goods, or Chattels, be adjudged to the Plaintiff, then fuch Security to be taken for the Sum 
decreed, or for the Value of fuch Goods and Chattels, together with Five hundred Sicca Ru- 
pees, for the Purpoie of anfwering fuch Colls as the oppofite Party may be put to in confeguence of 
fuch Appeal. 

4th. That the Judge of fuch Provincial Dewannee Adaulut fliall, within Ten Days next after 
the Receipt of fuch Ap^l, certify under his Hand and Seal, to the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee 
Adaulut, the original Arxfce, Petition, or Plaint, together with the original Anfwers or Anl'wcr of 
the Defendants or Defendant ; the original Depofitions taken in the Cafe ; the original Exhibits, 
and every Rule, Order, Decree, Judgment, Matter, or Thing, in any wife relating to the faid 
Cafei and lhall caufe to be made true and exaiSl Copies of all fuch Proceedings as lhall be tranf- 
mitted to the Sudder Pewannee Adaulut, authenticated by the Rcgiltcr or Clerk of fuch Provincial 
Dewannee Adaulut •, which faid Copies lhall be and remain of Record in fuch Court: That where 
any Appeal fhall be pr^ented diredlly to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, the Judge of the Court in 
which the original Caufe was inflituced, fhall obey all fuch Rules and Orders of the Sudder Dewannee 
Adaulut as lhall be certified to him under the Seal of the faid Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, witnelfed 
by the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, andfigned by the Regiller of the faid Court. 

5th. That before any Appeal be allowed by the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, that, befides what was 
heretofore reguired by the faid Court, the Parw appealing lhall enter into fuch Security for the due 
Profecution of his Appeal, and Payment of Cofts, as the laid Sudder Dewannee Adaulut fhall think 
fit to award. 

6th. That upon the palling of every Decree, Judgment, or final ordinary Cafe in the Provincial 
Dewannee Adaulut, each Party be immediately furnimed with a Copy thereof j and that the lame b^ 
tendered to, or delivered to them or their Vackecls, properly authorized : And the Rcgiftcr or Chief 
Clerk of the faid Court lhall endorfe thereon, the Date of the Time on which fuch Decree was 
made, and Copies delivered, and authenticate the fame with his Signature in his own Hand- 
writing. 

7th. That all Procefs, as well to the Party as Witnclles, and all Procefs whatfoever, and all Rules 
and Orders for the Execution of any Judgment, Decree, or final Orders, or any Matter whatfoever 
relating to any Caufe depending in the Sudder Dewannet^hl^daulur, be direffed to the Judge of the 
Provincial Dewannee Adaulut in which the Caufe of Adion lhall originally have arifen, or in whole 
Jurildiflion the Lands be fituated, or the Parties or Witnclles lhall be or refide j and that every 
fuch Procefs, Rule, and Order, do limit a Time certain, within which the fame lhall be ferved, exe- 
cuted, and returned to the faid Sudder Dewannee Adaulut j which Procefs, Rules, and Orders, fliall 
be fealed with the Seal of the faid Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, attelled by the Judge thereof, and 
authenticated by the Regifter thereof j and the Judge to whom the fame lhall be direded, lhall exe- 
cute the Ordera contained in fuch Procefs, Rule, or Order, and return the fame within the Time 
limited, or return to the faid Court good and fufiicient Reafon why the fame hath not been ferved or 
executed} and what the faid Judge hath done in purfuance thereof: Provided, that if any Judge 
to whom fuch Procefs, Rule, and Order, lhall be direfted, lhall wilfully difobey or ncglc£t to per- 
form the Commands dierein contained, or lhall make a falfe Return thereto, fuch Judge lhall be 
liable to be fulpended from his Office, by Order of the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulur, 
until the Governor General and Council lhall, upon Report to be made to them by the Sudder De- 
wannee Adaulut, have examined into and determined on the Matter reported to them; and if the 
Sudder Dewannee Adaulut fhall fufpend fuch Judge, the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut 
lhall, within Ten Days after fuch Sufpenfion, report to the Governor General and Council fuch Suf- 
pcnfion, together with the Caufe thereof, and certify under his Hand, and the Seal of the Sutjder 
Dewannee Adaulut, all fuch Proceedings, Depofitions, and Exhibits, and all other Matters which may 
be newllary for the Examination into and Determination upon fuch Sufpenfion; and lliall, onRc- 

a uifition of the Governor General and Council, tranfmit to them all fuch Papers and Proceedings in 
le Caufe, which they may efteem nece^ry for their Inveftigation. 

8tb. The Sudder Dewannee Adaulut is hereby authorized and impowered to frame fuch Rules of 
Pradice, and Standing Orders, for the Adminiftration of Juftice as well in the faid Sudder Pewannee 
Sbl. Com. Rei*. I. [ H ] Adualut, 
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Adaulut, as in the Provincial Dewannec Adauluts, fo that the /ame be tranfirtitted to the Governor 
General and Council, under the Seal of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, for rheir Approbation, Con- 
troul, or Alteration ; and the Judges of the refpeftive Provincial Courts are hereby uriftly enjoined 
and commanded, in every A&, Matter, or Thing by them to be done, (triftly to conform to the 
Rules and Regulations hereby tranfmitted to them, and to all other Rules of Prafticc and Starrdtng 
Orders for Adminirtration of Juftice, which fliall hereafter be tranfmitted to them from the Sodded 
Dewannee Adaulut, under the Seal of the faid Court, witnefled by the Judge thereof, and figncd by 
the Rcgifler thereof. 

9th. That the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, be authorized to make fuch reafonable Ad- 
journments as confidently with the Bufinels thereof he may th nk fit •, and in cafe of his Abfence 
through Illnefs, that the Rcgifter do make fuch Adjournments as he fliall dire< 5 t. 

10th. That the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut may, for juft Caufe, remove any Officer 
or Officers of the laid Court ; and that in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or other Avoid* 
ance of any Office held under the faid Court, the Judge of the faid Court be authorized to appoint 
any other Perfon or Perfons, duly qualified, to fuch Office or Offices as fhall have become vacant.— 
That in c ife of Vacancy of the Office of Regifterto the faid Court, no Appointment be made there- 
to, without the Confent and Approbation of the Governor General and Council •, and all fuch Officers 
fo appointed, fhall be entitled to have and receive fuch Salaries and Emoluments as Were enjoyed by 
their Prcdeceflbrs rcfpeiftivcly. 

iith. That it be competent to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut to hear, try, and determine any 
Arzee, Petition, Matter of Complaint, or Difputc whatfoever, which fhall be for that Purpofe 
tranfmitted to the faid Court by the Governor General and Council. 

1 2 th. That it be competent to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, in cafe of any Appeal, where the 
original Caufe has not been fufficiently inveftigated ih the inferior Court, or for other Caufe which 
may be deemed reafonable by the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, cither to receive fuch further Evidence 
as may be proper for the juft Determination of the Caufe, or to fend the Caufe back to the inferior 
Court where it originated, with fjjecial Direftions to the Judge thereof, with regard to the new 
Evidence he fliall receive thereon, as fhall be deemed by the faid Court moft conducive to Juftice, 
and the Convenience of the Parties and Witncfics. 


I'liat the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut may, as it may deem conducive to Juftice, Rcfpetft being 
had to the Nature of the Caufe and the Evidence, cither examine the Witfttfles to be produced in 
Court, viva voce, in open Court, caufing the WitnefTeS to be firft fworn, rheir Depofttions reduced 
into Writing, and figned by the Witnefles refpeaivcly ; or authorize the Regiftcr of the Court to 
fwear and examine fuch Witncfics, take their Depofttions in Writing, and procure the fame to ^ 
figned by the refpedive WitnefFcs, and authenticate the fame by his Signature, fo that fuch Etra- 
inination be in the Prefence of both Parties, or their Vackcels, who fhall be at Liberty to put fuch 
(.l^iellions to the Witnefles as they fhall think proper; which C^iieftions, and the Anfwers thereto, fhall 
be in like Manner reduced into Writing, figned and authenticated. Provided nevcrtlielefs, if due 
Notice be given to the Parties, or their Vackcels, of the Examination of any Witnefs or Witnefles 
before fuch Rcgifler, and he or they fhalJJSiot attend at the Time of fuch Examination, the Rcgifter 
fhall and is hereby authorized to proceed to the Examination as before direfted ; and fuch DcWi- 
tions fhall be ireeived as good and authentic Evidence. Provided, that where any Witnefs mav 
be of fuch Rank, Caft, and Qii.ility, that it may be, from the Prejudice of the Country, improocr 
to admimfter an Oath to them, the Judge of the Court may difpenfe with their being fworn on 
iheir fubfcribin'g a Declaration to the following EfFeft, viz. If the Witnefs be a Hindoo “ I ’will 
faithfully anfwcr fuch 'Qiicftions as fhaU be put tome by the Court (or the Regiftcr thereof) in 
the Caufe now before the Court, according to the Truth j I will declare nothing not warranted 
by tlie rruth ; if I declare any Thing not warranted by the Truth, I fhall be defcFvine of Punifh 
inent from Iffiar.”— And in cafe fuch a Witnefs be a Muffulman, “ I do finoerely promife and fwear 
in the Prefence of Almighty God, that I will faithfully, and without Partiality, anferer-anv Ouef’ 
tion put to me by the Court (or tht Regiftcr thereof) refpefting the Caufe now before the (^rt’ 
.according to Truth.” And the 'I'cftimony and Dcpolition of fuch Witnefs or Witnefles fo 
Icribing, Ih dl be as valid as if the WitnefTcs had been fworn. 

'I'hat it be com(icttnt to the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut to receive any original Complaint whar 
ever, and refer the lame to the Provincial Dewannee Adaulut, to whofe Jurifdi6tion the Matter of 
Complaint ffiall of Right belong, and to order and command the Judge of the Court to hear trv 
and determine the faihc. . ^ 

Tli.it no Judge of any Provincial Dewannee Adaulut fhall, upon any Pretence Whatfcever ruifo 
to be made anv Rcoort of aiw Matters of Fiii^K i^lntinrr hrs oKtv t. 



any 

be read 

Witnefs or \\ iineflls. him or themfeives, after having’ been duly fworn, in that Form or Manner 
which fhall be deemed moll: binding on his or their Confcicncc, “ befpeak the Truth the 
'I'ruth, and nothing but the Truth and before fuch Witnefs or Witneffes fhall have figned or ar- 

tiftted 
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tcftcd the iamej and that every Exhibit, or written Evidence whatfoever, be produced in optii 
Court at the Trial, and duly proved by Examination of Witnefles, fworn as aforcuid, whole Depo- 
■fitions fliall be reduced into Writing, and attefted as aforefaid } and that every E'xhibit or Exhibits^ 
with proper Marks defcnbitig the tame, and referred to in the Depofiaion or Depofitions, prov- 
ing the fame be annexed to fuch Dcpofition or Depofitions. Nevcrthelefs, that it be competent 
to fuch Judge to refer any Queftion ariling on the MulTulman or Hindoo Law, to anv Maulavy 
or Maulavics, Pundit or Pundits, Refpeft being had to the Law in which each is converi nc ; lb 
that fuch Maulavy or Maulavies, Pundit or Pundits, be duly fworn to anfwcr to the beft of his 
or their Judgnjent or Judgments : And that a Statemeot of Fadfs on which the Queftion Hull arile, 
be made out in Writing, (igntd by- the Judge of the Court, and. be delivered to fuch Maulavy or 
Maulavics, Pundit or Pundits, for his or their Opinion thereon, and a Blank left for the 
Anfwcr or Anfwers of fuch Maulavy or Maulavics, Pundit or Pundits, to be wrote on the 
fame Paper on which the Queftion is ftated, immediately under and following the fame, and be 
ftgned by and with the Names of fuch Maulavy or Maulavies, Pundit or Pundits, together with 
the Date of the Time when fuch Queftion or Queftions was or were fubmitted to him or them, and 
when Inch Anfwers lhall be given. 

That if any written Evidence be offered to any Provincial Dewannee Adaulut, in any Caufc depend- 
ing therein, if the Court lhall in their Judgment think fit to rejeft the fame, the Judge fo rejciil- 
ing fuch Evidence, lhall endorfe on the Back thereof the Word “ Rcjcftcd,” together witli the 
Name of the Caufe, and the Date of the Time when the fame lhall be rejerted ; and fliall enter a 
Memorandum on the fame, or on a Paper thereto to be annexed, of his Reafon for not admitting 
the fame on Evidence, with his Name lubferibed thereto ; and lhall return the fame fo endorletl, 
and with fuch Memorandum, to the Perfon attempting to produce the lame in h'vidence. 

That all Rules, Orders, Regulations, and Refolutions heretofore made by the late Prelident and 
Council, and Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, with regard to the Adminiftration of Jullice in 
the faid Court of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, and Provincial Dewannee Adauluts, together widi the 
Rules, Orders, Regulations, and Refolutions thereby made and ordained, be forthwith publilhed 
by Advertiftment at the Prcfidcncy, and Copies thereof be tranfmitted to the Judges of the Pro- 
vincial Dewannee Adauluts, with Orders to carry. them into Execution j and to publilh them, lyr 
Advertiftment affixed in the Cutcherries where iuch Courts lhall be held or fit. 


The Board approving of the above Regulations, ordered the Secrc(; 3 ry do furnllh the Super- 
intendents of the fcvcral Provincial Dewannee Adauluts, with Copie§ of them for their Guidance. 


Mr. Francis.“I cannot give my Aflent to that Part of the laih Article, by which, in' the Cafe of an 
Appeal, the Sudder Dewaiuiec Adaulut is authorized to receive fuch further Evidence as may be 
proper for the juft Determination of the Caufe. The Reafons on which my Opinion on this Point 
are founded, and to which I adhere, are exprefled in a joint MinCite, figned by Sir John Clavering, 
Colonel Monfon, and myfelf, on the 21ft or March 1776, in the Secret Department, and recorded 
on the 29th of May following, an Elxtraft from which 1 beg Leave to enter here ; 

0 

Extraeft of a Joint Minute of Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Philip Francis^ 
Elquire i bearing Date the 21ft of March 1776, and recorded on the Proceedings of the 
Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, under Date the 29th of May 
1776. 

“ The Firft or Superior Court to be compofed of the Governor General and Council, and of 
the Chief Jullice and Judges, fuppofes the executive to aflumc the Office of the judicial Power; 
and this Court, which is of Appeal in the laft Refort, may receive frelh Exhibits, and cxaiiiine 
new Witneftes. In both Inftances, in the Conftitution and Pradlice of the Court we fee a diieft 
Violation of the E'irft Principles of Englilh Jurifprudcnce, without the Plea of adhering to the 
Inftitutionsof the Country .—The Examination of new Witnefles is liable to this further Objciftion, 
that, being difcretional, it is open to Intereft and Partiality. If admitted in all or many Cafes, 
the Court would Ibon fink under the Weight of Bufinefs, or be compelled to relinquilh it.” 


The Governor General defires, that the Reafons on which that Part of the lath Article, ob- 
jefted to by Mr. Francis, was firft introduced into Prailice in the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, may 
be added in this Place by the Secretary. 

The Secre^j^ having iearched the Records of the Sudder Dewannee Adaulut, for the Regulation 
referred to by the Governor General, has not been able to find it, occafioned by one of the Sec- 
tions of the literary Proceedings of that Court, being at prefent millaid j for, with refpedt to the 
Regulation itfclf, the former Afliftant in that Department has a Recolleftion of its Handing re- 
corded i as appears alfo by the FraAice having been introduced and ufed in the judicial Procefs of 
that Court. 
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Extract ef a General Letter from Bengal ^ dated jth fanuary 1781 . 


H R Sum of Forty-five Lacks of Rupees, to which the Firft Loan on Bonds bearing an In- 
tereft of 8 per Cent, per Annum, was reftrifted by our Refolution of the ad Oftober laft, having 
been completely fubfenbed ; we have determined to authorize the Receipt of fuch furtlicr Sums 
into the Treafury, as might be tendered to it for like Bonds. 


I'he State of our Treafury this Day, is as follows. 


Ready Money — 

Bills receivable 
Mint, general Treafury 
Unforted I'rcafure 


8,i'»,446 ji 9 
1,85,728 2 — 

4,80,732 13 •— 
6,58,964 14 6 


Current Rupees 21,42,872 9 3 


Dedufk the Amount of appropriated Sums, as follows i 


Balance Account Depofits •— — 

D* Accomptant General of the Mayor’s Court 
Amount of the old bonded Debt, in which the Intcreft 
has ceafed by public Advertifement — 

D* D* on Account of the Churchwardens, bearing a 
Running Intereft, by Order of the Court of Direc- 
tors — — . — — 

D* of the new bonded Debt 62,58,651 1 6 

D* 4 per Cent, Remittance Loan I4i55»550 “ 

D" Annuities, 1780 — 94,7*° ““ — 


79,342 It 10 


98,200 — — 


78,08,921 I 6 


11,00,000 8 5 
*,36,358 4 — 


79,86,463 13 4 


Rupees 92,23,722 9 9 
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Harley-Strect, 14th November 1781. 

Sir, 

the 20th of laft Month, I requefted Mr. Michell to inform the Court of Directors of my Arri- 
val in London. On the fame Day, I did myfclf the Honour of wailing on you at your Houfc; 
and the Monday following on the Deputy Chairman. Since that Time, J have waited in Town in 
daily Expeftation of receiving the Commands of the Court of Direftors, or your’s, in fome Shape or 
other V but no Notice whatfoever has yet been taken of me. The Explanation with which you fa- 
voured me this Morning, as I underftand it, leaves me no Room to doubt, that this Neglcdf of me, on 
your Part at Icaft, if not on that of the Court of Direftors, has been deliberate and itiKnded } 1 am 
therefore obliged, in Vindication of my Charader and Conduct in the Company’s Smicc, to take 
this Method, which you yourfelf preferred as the lead liable to Mifeonftruftion or Miftake, of re- 
quefting, that, at the firft Meeting, you will receive tlieScnfeof the Court of Direiftors on thefollow- 
in^ Queftion : 

“ Whether, in their Judgment, I have or have not executed the Duties of my Station, in 
“ the Government of 1-ort William, faithfully and honourably?” 


If 
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if they fay No', I truft and expcft that they wjllv at the fame Time, point out in what Inftances or In- 
ftance, I. h^ve not afted faithfully and honoi^rably to thy Eaft India Company : If they lay TtSy 1 then 
rcqucft, that you will exprefs to them my riope and Expeftation, that I lhall be called upon to re- 
ceive their Approbation of my Condui^ dircttly from thcmfclvcs, in the Form and Manner ufually 
obferved on fuch Occafions. No Man knows better than you do, that the Acknowledgement I 
claim from them, if they ihquld think it in Subitance due to me, is not a ipere Compliment or Formai 
lity, or that it can be omitted to me, without an indired Cenfure of my ConduA. No Man knowi 
better than you do, that I have deferved the Approbation of my Employers. 

The Converfation I had with you Yeftcrday, will enable you to falisfy the Court of Dircflors, that 
nothing is intended in this Letter, that can or ought to be deemed inconfillent with the KefpeA due 
to that Public Bodyi of -which you ate-at prefcnt w»c Chief Member. 

I have the Honour to be^ 

Sir, 

Your molt obedient 

■ , . humble Servant, 

Laurence Sulivan, Eli}. Chairman P; Francis. 

of the Court of Direftors 


Eaft India-Houfc, 14th November 1781. 

Sir, 

The Chairman of the Eaft India Company having received and laid beibre the Court of DircAorsj 
. . your Letter dated this Day, I am ordered to acquaint you, that they have, on Confideration there- 
of, dcfired the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to receive fuch Informatiori as you may plcafe id 
offer on tlifc Company’s Affairs. I am alfo further ordered to acquaint you, in regard to the other 
Part of your Letter, that the Court of Direftors will take the fame into future Confideration and 
that the Chairman and Deputy Chairman will be ready to receive you at this Houfe, at fuch Time 
as may be moft convenient to youffelf. 

' I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient 
humble Servant, 

P. Francis, EfeJ. P. Michcll, Secretary: 


Sir, 


Hariey-Strcct, 15th November 17S1; 


I am to acknowledge the Favour of your Letter, in which you inform me; “ That the Court of- 
Directors have, in Conjideration of my Letter to the Chairman of the 14//& Injianty defired the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman to receive fuch Information as I might offer oh the Company’s Affairs i and 
that, in regard to the other Part of my Letter, the Court of Direftors will take tne fame into future 
Confideration.” 


In Reply to'this Notification of the Pleafure bf the Court of tlireftofs, I beg tbar, in the lirft Rlace, 
you will pleafe toobferve to them, that there is not ohe Word in my Letter of the 14th Inftant, to the 
Chairman, that cither dlreftly expfefles, or indircftly implies, an Offer on my Part, or a Defirc, to give 
them Information on the Compare’S Affairs. Ofi a Re-perufal it will appear, that I confined myfelf 
ftriiftly and exclufively to a finglc Point, Which you deferibe tb be the other Part of my Letter, and 
which relates folely to myfelf, and the Situation in which I ftaiid. I did not folicit the Court of Di- 
reftors to give me Audience for the Purpofe of offering to them any Information oh the Company’s 
Affairs I did moft cautioufiy avoid it, bccaufe I thought it belonged to tbent to dcm.lnd fuch In- 
formation from me, if they were of Opinion that any Informdtibn within my Knowledge or Judg- 
ment, might be of Importance to the Company’s Service. 

My Letter to the Court of Direftors from St. Helena, dated the 29th of March 1781, contains the 
following Raffage : “ It gives me great Concern, that hiy proceeding to England is likely to be de- 
layed, as I believe* it to be vc^ material to the Company’s Service, that the Information, which I am 
able to give you, of the real State of your Affairs ih India, ftiould be laid before you as fpeedily as 
pollible v’’ I did conclude that the Court of Dircdlors, having this Intimation before them, would 
have fixed 0 pon an eafly Day, aftdr my Arrival in London, to call for my Attendance. ■ They alone, 
ho we|ir,'’Mrt:|q judge of the Rropriety Or Impropriety of doing fo. It was not for wr to force any 
Thing intotlicir View, which did hot immcdiaiely and cflcntially concern myfelf. 

[I] 


SeL. Com. Rbp. I. 


You 
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Vou will be pleafcd to inform the Court, that, in Obedience to their Command*, I IhaH, (» 
day next, do myfelf the Honour to wait oh the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, at the Jiait lodia 

Houfe. 

lam. Sir, 

P. Michell, Efq. Your moft obWient 

Secretary to the Honourable humble Servant, ^ 

the Court of Diredtors. Erancis.’ 
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(c o p y.) 

Mr- Francis's Letter to the Court of t>ireilers* 


flenricmen, 

POR your Convenience, as well as to afljft my own Memory, I have thrown together, in the Paper 
which I have now the Honour to deliver you, Ihort Memorandums of the principal Pointson which 
1 wifli and propofe to give you all the Information in my Power. Some Things will require Expla- 
nation-others may have been omitted, which I may recollcft hereafter. I am ready, and lhall be 
fo at all 'l imes, to anfwcr any Queftions you may think fit to put to me ♦, and I hope that, if any 
'I'hing farther fhouid occur to me, which may now have efcaped my Attention, you will allow me 
to comimmicatc it to you in Writing, whether as a Correftion of any of the Contents of this Paper, 
or in Addition to them. 

I have the Honour to be, 

F.aft India Houfe, Gentlemen, 

19th November, 1781. Your moft obedient, and 

humble Servant,’ 

P. Francis, 


Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Honourable the Court of Diredtors. 


Eaft India Houfe, 19th November lySi.' 

When I had the Honour of addrefllng the Court of Dircdlors from Sr. Helena, it was not known 
to me, that one of the Subjedls on which I propofed to give them Information, would be brought fo 
direcftly and explicitly into their View, as I find it has been, by Mr. Haftings’s Letter to them of 
the 2d of December 1780 — as he therein exprefsly tells you, “ That they lhall be under the Ne- 
ceflity of making a large Redudlion, and poflibly a total Sufpenfion of your inveftment for the en- 
fuing Year; and that he cannot pronounce what their Ability may be, beyond that Period.”— •! have 
nothing to offer on that IIc.id, but that I am thoroughly convinced that the Neceffity to which Mr 
Haftings alludes, will continue to operate, if not incrcale, in its Force, and in all its Effcdls ; and that 
no Man, who knows any Thing of the real State of India, can, even by Conjedlure, point out a 
Period at which fuch Neceffity will ceafe to be felt. Peace at prefent is not within Sight ; and 
whenever there lhall be a Peace, I can venture to affurc you, that the comparative State^of'your 
Expcnces and Rcfources in India, as they will then ftand, will not exhibit a Surplus applicable to 
the Purchafe of an Inveftment, It is mv moft ferious Opinion, that you will never again have an 
Inveftment purcliafed with any Savings from the Revenues of Bengal. I hear you have lately au- 
thorized the Governor General and Council to draw upon you for Five hundred thoufand Pounds 
to be applied ftriftly to this Objed You know, better than I do, how long the Company can 
fupport fuch a Demand upon their Refources in England.— As long as it can be fupported you 
will confult the Welfare of Beu^a/ at leaft, in laying this Burden on the Company. If there be 
no Inveftment purchafcd in one Year, the landed Revenue of the Country will, in a little Time be 

found to fail nearly in the fame Proportion : One is, in effeft, the Supply of the other. Again as 

there is properly no Trade in Bengal, or next to none, but that which is created by the Purchafe 
of the Company’s Inveftment, it follows, that in whatever Proportion fuch Inveftment is diminilhed. 
the Maiuifaaurcrs are fo far forth left without Employment— the Confequcnce of which muft be 
tliat.they will cither fly the Country, or turn to feme Other Occupation, and the Manufafturcs 

be 
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be proportionably debafeJ, if not irrecoverably loft. — Reflexions of this Nature, I prefume, mufl. 
have occurred to you, when you authorized the Governor General and Council to draw upon you 
for fo large a Sum. Whether it will be in their Power to apply the Whole of it in the Manner 
you expeX, I very much doubt But as a collateral Refource, applicable to the fame ObjeX, f 
fubmit it to you to confider, whether the following Idea might not be adopted with Advantage, un- 
der fuch CorreXfons and Improvements as your own Judgment may fuggeft; That all Europeans, 
and others, refident in Bengal, having Money which they wifli to remit to England, Ihould be 
invited to fubferibe it into the Treafury of the Board of Trade, to be applied to the Purchafe of 
Piece Goods, Raw Silk, &c. on Condition that their Bills on the Company, at a favourable Rate 
of Exchange (fuppofe, for Example, as. id. the Current Rupee) fhall be accepted and paid at a 
given Period after jj^c Arrival of the.Ships in England. I'his Expedient, I believe, would produce 
Twenty-flve Lacks a Year, at leaft for a Year or Two; and, as far as it went, the Extr.aXion of 
Specie from England and from Bengal, would be proportionably and equally faved. I fubmit 
this merely as an Hint to your better Judgment. 


The Second Point on which I meant to offer you fome Information, was the State of the Admi* 
niftration of Juftice in Bengal ; bur, as I find that this SubjeX has been already taken up by theLe- 
giflature, and is likely to be refumed at the Meeting of Parliament, I Iball not enter further into it in 
this Place. — One FaX only it is fit you fliould be apprized of, becaufe it direXly concerns the Com- 
pany’s Intereft, and may require fome immediate Orders from you. It is, that whereas, in many AXs 
and Declarations of the Governor General and Council, and more particularly, in their Decla- 
ration made to the Supreme Court of Judicature on the iith March 1780, it was conftantly 
avowed and maintained by them, that the Zemindars and other Landholders of Bengal, were ex- 
clufivcly fiibjeX to the JurifdiXion of the Governor General and Council— the Chief Juftice of 
the Supreme Court was, nevcrthclcfs, appointed in OXober 1780, by a Majority of the Board, confid- 
ing of the Governor General and Sir Eyre Cootc againft Mr. Wheler and me, to be Superintendent 
or Judge of the Dewannec Adauluts, and to tlccide, in the laft Refort, in all Appeals from thofe 
Courts; — that the Chief Juftice had accepted the Office-, and that on the 24th of OXober, the 
Governor General propofed an Allowance of 5,600 Sicca Rupees a Month for the Chief Juftice, 
v'hich at that Time was not voted. 


Thefe SubjeXs being difmifled, I come to the great leading FaXs, which conftitute the aXual 
St.ite of India, as far as I am acquainted with it — ift. The Dominions of your Ally, or rather 
yoiir V.illal, the Nabob of Oude, are utterly, and I believe irrecoverably ruined. In the Year 
1776, the Revenues of that Country, and its Depcndencie.s, exceeded Three hundred Lacks 
of Rupees. In April 17S0, they were fo rcducetl, that whereas the Company’s Demand on 
the Vizier for that Year, as ftated by Mr. Charles Purling, amounted to One hundred and 
'I'wentv Lacks, and as ftated by me, to One hundred and Fifty Lacks, no Affignments could 
be had from the Vizier for more than Ninety Lacks, and he himfclf was reiluced to the abfo- 
lute W.ant of a bare Subfiftence for himfelf and his Family. You will find the Particulars re- 
corded incur Confultation of the ;jd of April 1780. You cannot but be fenfiblc how far the 
FaX of itfclf extends, and to what Confcquences it leads. I mention it now for the following 
Realbn, out of many that are ftill more important. I find, that in the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Proprietors, dated the igth of December 1780, Credit is taken (under the Head of 
Outftandin^ Debts due to the Company) for Current Rupees, 25,65,98^, due by Afoph ul 
Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, with as much apparent Confidence and Security, as if you had the 
Money in your Treafury in Leadenhall Street Now I do aflurc you, tnat this Debt, fo far 
from being dlfcharged, is by this Time immoderately increafed and that it never can be dif- 
charged out of the Revenues of Oude, which, when I left India, were far fliort of being equal 
to the indifpenfablc Eftablilhments of that Government, and which were ftill declining rapidly 
every Day. — 2d. I have good Reafon to believe, that your Ally^ the Rana of Gobud, as I find 
him entitled in the Governor General’s Letter, is much diflatisfied with the Prefence of your Troops, 
and with the EffeXs it has produced in his Country : That Major Popham was fo apprehenuve 
of being betrayed by him to the Marattas, that he feldom or never ventured to communi- 
cate his Plan of Operations to him, and more particularly{in the Inftance of his Enterprizc on Guaw- 
lior ; And that no Part of the Subfidy due by the Treaty from "the Rana, or only a very 
fmall Proportion of it, had been difeharged. The Truth is, he js too inconfiderablej that I had 
hardly ever heard of his Name, before the Treaty of Alliance with him, and Guarantee of 
his Dominions, were propofed by the Governor General. — 3d. With refpeX to the Rajah of Berar, 
you arc already in PofTelllon of my Opinion of his Views and Dilpofition towards our Go- 
vernment, and of the Intent and Confequence of his keeping an Army Rationed upon our Fron- 
tier in Cuttack. In my Letter of the 29th of March lait, I told you that he had made a 
Demand of Money from us, for the Payment of this Army. 1 muft now add it as a FaX, which 
I have ^tbfohiite Reafon to believe true, though I am not able to prove it, that Money to the 
Amount of Three or Four Lacks of Rupees, was aXually fent to the Commandant of that 
Army, ahd that a much larger Sum was promifed by the Governor General, without the Ad- 
vice, Confent, or Knowledge of the Council. With refpeX to the Detachment under the Com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Pearce, avowedly formed for the Purpofc of marching through 
Cuttack and the Northern Circars, towards the Carnatic, and of co-operating with Sir F.yre 
5 Cootc, 
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Coote, I muft inf'orin youj that ib long as the above Maratta Army remains upon our I-roniicr-, 
the Detachment cannot move without leaving Bengal open to Invalion ; that while the Marat- 
tas keep the fame or any other Situation upon our Frontier^ they ncceiTarily engage too much of 
our Force and Attention from other Objctt.s 1 which, without an actual Rupture with us, pro- 
duces many other Eft'eds of the moft avowed Hoftility. 1 do not think the Governor Gene- 
ral himfclt will deem it prutlcnt to move Colonel Pearce's Detachment Southwards, until the Danger 
which may and ought to be apprehended fn tn the uncertain Motions of the Rajah of Bcrar, lhall 
be clearly and abtolutcly rcniovcd : He cannot do it, but in Contradiction to Opinion, re- 
peatedly given at the Board, and which ought to hold good as long as the State of Facis is the 
l.ime : He never can obtain the Confent ot Mr, \Vheler, who I know is immoveably fixed in this 
Point : And finally, lie cannot do it even with the Approbation of Sir Eyre Coofe, who, 
though very dcfirous of receiving every polfible Support from Bengal, di# neverthelcfs freely 
admit that the Mcafuic was not to be thought of, unlcfs we were pcrfeCtly fccure of the 
Maratta Army in Cuttack. You alie.idy know, tliat in November 1 yt'o, tlu* bonded and 
other Delits againft your rrcafiiry in Bengal, exceeded F.ighty Lack of Cuirent Rupees. Vuu 
may depend upon it, that that Burtlien will intrealc as long at lead: as the War continues, 
and as lung as Money tan be borrowed on any Terms. — 4th. In the Report of the Com- 
mittee of I’roprictors, 1 find the bonded Debt of Bombay dated at Bombay Rupees!, 
.^ 5 »*'i 955 * 1 is, that on the :50th of April 1780, their bonded Debt amounted to 

Bombay Rupees, 50,89,215. Having no Means to pay the Intered of 9 per Cent, on this 
Debt, their PincHice is to convert the Inteiell at the End of every Half Year, into Piincipah 
Suppoling this to be done, as 1 have no Doubt it has been, the Refult will be, that at the End of 
October 1781, their bonded Debt will amount to Bombay Rupees, 58,07,634. Admitting that 
the Debt is not otliei wife encrcalcd by an additional Loan. It is alfo a FaCt, that, by their own 
Edimate, their Expences from April 1780 to April 17S1, would exceed their Refourccs in the 
Sum ot Rupees, .^8,34,492, which of courfc is a Debt on the Government, whether bonded or 
not: The wnolc Bombay Debt therefore, without reckoning any Thing incurred fince April lad, 
mud now dand at Bombay Rupees, 96,42,126, and this I believe to be very much under the 
Amount. 


5tli. I cannot fpeak particularly of the bonded Debt at Fort Saint George, but I have heard from 
good Autiiority, tliat it amounted to the utmod tliey could borrow. One FaCl, however, is neceffary 
to be brought into your immediate Obfervation ; that whereas the Committee of Proprietors have 
taken Credit in their Report for Outdanding Debts and Property at Fort Saint George, convertable 
into Cafii, to the Amount of £ 1,380,083 ; That whole Credit, or by far the greated Part of it, is 
ideal, 'i'lieir Expcnccs arc clUmarcd by Sir Eyre Coote at above Seven Lacks of Rupees a Montli, 
whic h, he declares, “ mud all come from Bengal, as there were no Refourccs in the Carnatic, from 
which a (ingle Pagoda was to be expeded.’* 


6th. In Bengal, I am fird to obferve to you, that all the Edablifliments in the Civil Departments 
have been immoderately mcrealed fince Sir John Clavering’s Death j but thefe, however great in them- 
klvcs, arc not to be mentioned in Companion with the Excels to which the Military Charercs have 
been carried m the lame Period. In the 28th Article of the Indrudions which General Ckverinc^ 
Colonel Monlon, and 1, earned out with us, in the Year 1774, the Company fay, “Our Militafv 
Expcnccs at Bengal liaving mcrealed to a Degree, which is become infupportahle to us, wc, in an 
eipccial Manner, en|oin you to make drift Enquiry into the Caufes of Inch Incrcafe, &c.’’ At that 
lime, the Military Charge which the Company called infupportable, as in Truth it was, did not ex- 
wed Eighty Lacks of Current Rupees per Annum ■, the Edimate of the fame Edablifhment for the 
Year ending in April lad, amountetl to Two hundred and Fourteen Lacks and an Half; and this 
Charac, I conclude, has mcrealed in the current Year \ I am fure it cannot have been diminiflied I am 
unw.riing to fay any thing of the aftual State of the Army, in regard to its effeftive Strenath' com 
uared with the Elhibhflime.it, .ts Difciplinc, or thcPunftuality with which the Native Troops°a.e 3 * 
ofwhuq f going out of loy own Department, and partly becaufe I cannot give you Lfghts’ 

^ fdge of it : Thus far however I think it my Duty tol'ay 

that from my own Oblerval.on, and from all the Information I have been able to col left, I have toJ 
niuch Realoii to believe, that your Army aftually wants a drift Infpeftion into its Difeipline and a 
vigorous Gomm.ind over it ^ and that this is true in a Degree mich beyond what yol will be in- 
clined to believe, 01 what I could make good. The Thing m its Nature is not capable of Proof in Ene- 

"rinio" of the Wracuy a,fd 

7th, In the Report of the Cominirtcc of Primrietors, I am forry to obferve, a.mone feveral other 
except.onab e Articles, that Credit is taken for Outdanding Debts due to the Companf bSeS to 
1 1“^ Current Rupees 77^2 , and that this'Suni makes Part of the fka" Balance of 

1 ounds Sterling, fiippofcd to be m Favour of the Company, jud as much as the Money i^vour 
1 rtaluiy^or the Value of the Goods in your Warehouks, in London. I be<T Leave to affure vmi 
that t idc Dehis, or the greated Part of tliem, have dood for Years on the Conmany’s Books <10 /are 
believed m Bengal to be defperaie. 1 declare to you I never Jieard of a Debt of an 7 SnVeQucnce 
being recovc-.ed by the Company in India. If :/Je Debts were of a recoverab e Nature d 3 n S 
piclumed that a cool.derah e, or at lead fome Part of them, would h 3 £^ n rectmu ed aS a Time 
tvlicn Uit Governor General and Council were trying every poflible Exjx-dienc to beiro^v Money .at an 

' high 
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high Iritereft : But the Faft* on the contrary, from a Cortiparifon of the Accounts in my PoffelFioti; 
Hands thus : 

25th September 1770, Total Debts due to the Company — 10^,21,543 

31ft Odober 1780, Ditto — — •— ^ ~ 110,74,218 

Incrcafcof Debts due to the Company irt Ihofe Thirteen Months 2,52,675 

Sth. Thus far, without dcfcending to minuter Objefts, I have confined myfelf to what I believe to 
be llridly the Fa^ts, in ftating to you the general Situation of your Affairs : My Opinion on fome of 
them lhall be laid before you, with the fame Freedom and Sincerity. 

I find, with Concern, that a Habit begins to prevail in this Country, of lending out new Corps of 
Europeans for the Service in India, In my Judgment, and in that of all the Officers of Experience 
with whom I have converfed in Bengal, you would find it a much lefs cxpcnfivc, and a mych more 
effectual Method of providing for that Branch of your Service, if you fent out Recruits fufficient to 
complete theEiuropean Regiments at the feveral Prefidencics. The dividing thole Regiments into 
Two Battalions each, when the Companies could not Ihew above I'wenty-three Rank and File, was 
a moft ill-ad vifed Meafurc, and produced many bad Effefts, befides a very great I nctcale of Ex- 
pence. When I left India, they wanted more than Half their Complement. Your Army in Ben- 
gal, if the Eftablifhment be kept complete, is fufficiently numerous •, it does not want Field Of- 
ficers, at Icail: not many nor Captains, nor Subalterns j in thefe Ranks, I believe your Ariw is as 
Well fupplied a% any Service in that Country can require : But it docs want Two or Three General 
Officers, Men of Aftivity, of Experience, and of ellablifhed Reputations ; if poffiblc, they fliould be 
in the Prime of Life, and as high in Point of perfonal Rank as can be found i under //6mTnrpc(ftions, 
your Efiablifhinents will be kept complete, and your Troops in general, acquire as much Difcipline 
and Vigour, as an Indian Army is capable of, or as the Nature of that Service is likely to demand. 

9th. With rcfpeift to your Connexions or Differences with the Country Powers, I have ahead/ 
told you in what Eftimation the Englifh Name and Authority are univcrfally held by thole Powers. 
The Re-eftablifhmcnt of Peace in India, which in EffeX is no more than reverting to your own 
original Principles, is now become indifpcnfably neceffary, not only to your Profperity or to your 
Safety, but I fay, to your Exilfcnce. If the prefent Wars are to be continued, you can no more 
fupport the Confcqucnccs of Succefs than of Defeat : No ViXory in India will ever again pay the 
Expcnce of the Army that gains it. I need not tell you, what EffeX another Defeat might pro- 
duce. The Difafter which bcfel Colonel Bailie’s Detachment, was felt in the moft diftant Parts 
of our Provinces : Another Event of the fame Nature would, as I apprehend, go near to drive all 
the Sepoys out of your Servicc.—Before the late unfortunate TranfaXions on the TwoCoafts, the Re- 
putation of your Arms had fupported your Credit and Influence throughout India. But that Re- 
putation has been wantonly hazarded, and fevercly wounded •, and your Credit and Influence have 
accordingly funk along with it. Peace then, at all Events, muft be your ObjeX. On this Point I 
can give you other Explanations, if they are defired > if not, I fhall content myfelf with faying, 
that the Indian Powers have loft all Confidence in the Good Faith and Steadinefs of the Government 
of Bengal. 

You cannot but be thoroughly poffeflol of my Opinion of the Injufticc and Imprudence of all 
our Proceedings with refpeX to the Marrattas : On this SubjeX you now have all the Evidence before 
you, that Argument and Rcafon, confirmed by the moft ruinous Experience, are capable of fur- 
niihing. In attempting to fupport the Prcteniions of Ragoba, and the Views of the Prefidency of 
Bombay, you found the unanimous Opinion of the Governor General and Council, that is, of Men 
who feldom agreed in other Points, decidedly againft the Meafure. This was true at leaft in the 
Year 1 775, though a different Syftcm has fince prevailed in Bengal. I lhall fay nothing of the 
ConduX of Mr. Haftings’s Negotiation with Moodajee Boofla. You fee to what a State they 
have reduced us, and in what Conclufion they have ended. In my Judgment, the Principle on 
which that Scheme was profeffedly founded, flood in Oppofition to the obvious DiXaecs of found 
Policy and common Senfe. After the Death of Madharow in 177a, the Union of that great Body, 
which conftituted the Maratta Empire, was drffolved. The principal Chiefs fee up for themfelvcs, 
and no longer acknowledged any one common Superior t or, if they acknowledged the Superio- 
rity of the Infant Pelhwa, it was purely a Matter of Form. In this State, they naturally endea- 
voured to fecure their refpeXive Independence, by courting the Friendihip, or at leaft by avoiding 
the Enmity, of the Englilh Power. In what Senfe could it pofllbly be our intereft to rcftorc tlic 
Union of an Empire fo diffolved, fuppofing the Attempt praXicable, or to veil its united Stiength 
in the Hands of afingle Pcrlbn ? In the Year 1778, they were fo divided among thcmrclvcs, that no- 
thing but our invading their Country, with the avowed Defign of overturning their Govern- 
ment, could have made them act together— Such was the Plan of Mr. Haftings’s propofed Al- 
liance with the Rajah of Berar, as it ilands exhibited in his Inftructions to the lace Mr. Ellior, in 
July 1778, and in many other recorded Documents. The fame Plan included another Object, not 
lefs unwife in Pointer Policy, and ftill.morc dangerous in the Execution than the firft : 1 mean 
the Project of uniting with Moodajee Boofla, to invade the Dominions of Nizam Ally Khan, and 
to deprive him of a confidcrablc Part of his Pollcflions. From this Project, which could not 
belong a Secret to the Nizarn, the fublequcnt Union, which appears tq have been concerted by 

SsL. Com. Rep. I. [ K J him, 
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him, between Hyder Ally, the Marattas, Moodajee Booflah, and himfelf, took its Origin. The In- 
vafion and Kuin of the Carnatic fprung from the fame Source; and, in Conclufion, the Rajah of 
Berar, for whole Advancement the Plan is profcflcdly formed, joins in the Confederacy againft 
us, and in Effect (though not yet avowedly when I left India) becomes one of the moft danger- 
ous Enemies wc have to contend with. If this Confederacy fliould not be flrong enough to main- 
tain itfelf, and to accomplilh the Defigns of the contracting Parties, whatever they may be, their 
lall Refource will unqueftionably be, to call in the French to their AfTiltance.^I will not trefpafs, 
Centlemcn, any longer on your Patience.— If Objedlions are made to any Thing advanced in 
this Paper, I believe I can anfwer them. If Explanations are wanted, I am ready to give them.-*^ 
In entering fo far as I have done into fuch a Detail, it is not my Purpofe to criminate any Man, 
nor even to condemn Mcafures, merely for the Sake of condemning thcm.**-‘Your Governments in 
India are actually involved in a Labyrinth of Difficulties. I therefore think it my Duty to trace to 
you the principal Steps by which you have been, imperceptibly to yourfclves, mifled into this Laby- 
rinth ; becaule I believe it to be the I'urefb, if not the only Method you can take, to find your Wav 
out of it. ■' ' 

P. Francis. 
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Copy ./ LMtr f„i ,-,,r fim> rim, by Mr. Fram,, hu m, ./ ,h, Cmmal of Bengd, and t 

Pajfenger in the lajl arrived Ships. 


To the Court of Diredors. 


Gentlemen, December, 1780.' 

Z"Ve°gr.c";>f con'cTm mv ' H 

Tr.nlaaion ftould be accurately ftated to you in the 6rl/lnftanc” ami tluSTou M 

S!r&,orD^’cWror„?:he‘'ZTb^^ ’"'I-' 

of .be Con,panya ADaira in .hi, Par. of Indiaf and o^he MSii wh7c^^ V.e. of .he S...e 
.mil will make a deep Inrpiellion on your Minds, produced it, a, I 

toaniwer for the Succefsof our prefent Pdideaeours becLfe a ridit’s.nel "““h 

late, or the Means taken in Pur£it of it, may not be the wifeft th^c mfclhr h"’Y ^ too 

cumrtances, it is very difficult to fay what Plan is likdv f A 

Objedion. I lhall contribute my Advice and Afllltance fs lon^a^I r’ J* 

J will not embarrafs the Execution of Mcafures which m-iv n 1 'o the Council ; buc 

lefs, perhaps a dangerous, Oppofition to it. My Efforts to pr 7 vent^ ffif ^ f 

upon your Affairs, were exerted, without Rem iffion, durine a lono Krin f ' u- i ^‘**‘''* 

have been of cffential Service to you if thev had eirh»>r which they might 

You have fuffered the Companyr;in:iat'n“^^ HoSe. 

to the Governor General and Council to be violated and vnnr nJn r j’ Inftrudions. 
ffances. to be dilobeyed with Impunity. Yon h.-,v.- "f various In- 



i I- t : « " o'- anu oration, and not inftantlv diverted nf 

An",.^ruryrrp;““i^:jfn:^ 

puro. Y»u b,„ g„.ru, Kcufun .u^^^^uTuf ^rs^urKc^.lir 

Subjcdls, 
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Sobjefts, which have never been fentj particularly in an Inftance of the firft Magnitude and Imnor 
tance, m which you have declared to us, “ That the Meafurcs which it might b? necciiary for vou 
'k S'" Confequencc thereof, in order to retrieve the Honour of the C^mp.iiy, and io prcva!! 

the like Abufe from being pradifcd in future, Ihould have your earlicit and moft fcrious Conii 
deration. v-uim- 

V a! prefcnt Government, the concluding. Stare of 

Fads >s» that the Men whofe Condud you have fo condemned, have never received any ferious Proof 
of your Ddplea^re } but on the contrary, have been continued in Truft and Station by a new Appoint- 
ment j and thcPrinlcmlcs and MeaAires which you have conftantly reprobated, have been fuiired to 
prevail and operate, from Year to Year, to their prefent Conclufion, in the Face of your own Orders 
and Inftr^ions, againft the moft ftrenuous Oppofition in the Council; and no'witlillanding the 
itronTCU Remimftrances, both public and private, accompanied with the cleared: Explanations of the 
^ St«e of Affairs here, which have been fent Home by every Means in my Power, fince mv Arrival 
in the Country.— Lo^ back to the Situation of your Affairs, as long as Sir John Cl.i veri.io’s Efforts 
and mine had Weight enough to preferve the Peace of India, to which, in the firft Article of 
our Initrud^ns, you orderccl us to fix our Attention, and compare it with that to which an 
oppofitc Policy, permitted, if not encouraged, by yourfelves, has reduced them. Every Step that 
led from one to the other, was regularly marked to you as it was taken. Every Event tint has 
hap^ned was foretdeb I will not now predid to you what is likely to be the Condition of all 
L ® Poffcffions in India : At the Time when you will receive this Letter, you will 

have tadts enough before you to judge for yourfelves. 

The Struggle to which I have dedicated my Labours fo long without Effccft, and in wliich I h.ave 
facrificed my Repofe and the Peace of my Mind, to no Purpofe, is now at an Fiid. In the 
Couife of 1 hree Months I rnean to quit Bengal, and return to England, where it is poffible 
my Prefence may be ot lome Ule to the Company, though it is of none here. ^ 

I have the Honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) P. Francis, 
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Extras of Bengal Revenue ConfuUations^ the 2 id of May 1775. 

nnHE Governor General propofes. That as the dilpatching the Northumberland he hopes will 
bfh Weight of Bufincfs on the Hands of ^he Board, than with which they hal^c bee 

hitherto loaded} and « the Sufpenfion of the Bufincfs of the Sudder Dewannee A^daulut Lv 
prove a great Obftrudhon to Juft'ce, the Board do fet apart every Wediicfdav as formerly for the 
rc^lar Meeting in this Court : 1 hat it be made a Rule of the Court, that Two Members’ nL bo 
lufficicnt to compofc it ; and in Cafe ot a Difference of Opinion on any Cauie, a full Court m w lie 
^rnmoned « any Time for the Rehearing of it. Hewill gladly take hi Share in this Attendance 
which may be fo contrived as not to impede other Bufinefs. If this be agreed to, he will further pro- 
public Notice given m the ulual Manner, that the Court will be open a-ain lid 
alTemble regularly every Wee^, that fuch Perfons as have Appeals to make, may attend. ° 

^uurt of Sudder Dewannee Adaulut ftiall affcmble, we 
ought to apprifc the Judges of our Intention, in order that if our Proceedings be liable to any Ob- 
Y ^ from a clalhing of Jurifdiftion or otherwife, they may^ previoufly apprifels of 

fin,l '^1' T Nature of the Inftitution ouglit to be 

nn^, mw be appealed from to the Supreme Court, and reverfed there. ° 

;r. ri! j frppofrd to be the laft Refort; if any Appeal from 

our J JJifJ.aio.. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Barwcll.— *1 agicc to tlie Governor’s Propofal. 

The lIonoiiraMe Mr. Monfon. — I untierftand theSiidder'Dewannee Adaulut to be a Court of Ap- 
peal, from wiiic li thcie is no Refort. As the Caiifes which come before this Court, may afterwards be 
carrif d inro the Supreme Court of Judicature, I think this Court totally unneceflary, as Appeals from 
the Provincial Dewannee Adauluts may be made to this Board, and they may go under an Exami- 
n.ition here, and if this Board think proper to confirm the Decrees of the Provincial Cobncils, I think 
their Authority cannot then be called in Queftion by the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

General Clavering. — The Court ofSudder Deivannee Adaulut, being a Court of Appeal from the 
Courts of Adaulut eltabliftied in the Country, its Dccifions ought to be final. Sir Elijah Impey, as 
I uiulcrftand, has declared, that it would be dangerous to bring the Powers of the Supreme Court 
and the Supreme Council into Dffculfion ; .and in a Letter received from the Judges Yefterday, they 
have acquainted us, that tliey will oblige all Perfons who apply for Writs, to fwear, that the Perfon 
againlf whom the Writ is intended to be ifliied, is fubjcdl: to the Jurifdidlion of that Court •, that is to 
fay, that he fhall fwear to the Fails or Circumftances by which the Perfon becomes amenable to the 
Court. If they ailed conformably to this Declaration, I cannot conceive in what Manner they have 
deemed many Zemindars, who liave been arrclled, to be brought to Calcutta, to come under that 
Deferiptio'n. It they confider a Perfon to be a Servant of a Britilh Subjeil, becaufe he receives a Pen- 
fton from this Govcriunent, they may equally allow a Writ to be ifllied againll the Nabob, or the 
King Shah Allum j I thcitfore tliiiik, that the Couit is ufdcfs, till the Jurifdiilion of the Supreme 
Court be declared, that it will not, under any Pretence whatever, interfere or receive Complaints upon 
Matters relative to the Revenue, whereupon either the Courts of Adaulut may have decitJed.or which 
finally fhall be fo by the Court of Sudder Adaulut. If the Members of this Council Hull be of Opi- 
nion, that the Judges will give us any Satisfailion upon that Subjeil, I Ihould advife that Mr. Francis’s 
Piopofition be adopted, of writing to the Judges to obtain their Information from them. 

Governor General.— I conceive the Rule eflablilbed by the Judges of the Supreme Court, the 
mod, if not the only effectual Means of preventing Suits being brought before them, which do 
not, appertain to their Jurildiction ; but I apprehent), that it will not immediately produce its com- 
pleat Eficct. 


All Innovations, of wlmtever Utility, require Time to bring them to Perfection, to be univer- 
fally underdood, and to be guarded by the lubfidiary Regulations againll the Inconveniencies to 
which they tnav be liable in their llrfl Form. In o 7 A I* » 


which they may be liable in their lirlt borm. In the Cale of a Zemindar, againft whom Application 

the Supreme Court, the Plaintiff or Profecutor may be obvioufly milled 
Stinend- or he mav dpfinrnf^r^lw rlUV 'rwnt'iniiA ... 1 I'l i- 


may be made by a Writ in the -...wu.., ...v x ■uutmi ut x luictuiur may ocoDviouuy milled 

by the Zemindar’s monthly Stipend, or he may defignedly difeontinue it ; and, under Pretext of 
his being a Servant, and receiving the Wages of the Company, may make Oath accordingly - it 
will remain, therefore, to be decided, whether fuch a Stipend infers the PolE-lTor of it to be a 
Servant ot the Company. To me it appears, that it cannot, by any Conllruedion, be fo underdood 
And in the fird Indance in which it fhall come into Debate before the Court, their Decifion unon ir 
will ferve as a Precedent for all future Cafe.s of the like Nature ; but, until it is fo determined it 
appears to me indilpenfably necelTary, that every Perfon againd whom Complaint fliall be made to ’the 
.Supreme Court while luch a Doubt remains, whether he is or is not amenable to it.s Turifdidion mud 
appear before it either in Perlbn or by his Attorney, and plead to its Jurifdidion, before the 
Caule can be dilmided, othcrwife every Man might refufe to fubmit to their Authority 1 do 
not mean this as an Objedion to Mr. Francis’s Propofiiion •, but to give my Sentiments of the Pro- 
cccdings of the Court in the Cafes alluded to by the Generah 


Agreed, That the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature be written to as follows: 

Gentlemen, 

From the fod Edablilbmcnt of the Supreme Court of Judic.iturc in Calcutta, we were aonre 
henfive, that Difficulties and Inconveniencies niiglu poffibly arife in the aener'il A i 
of Civil Judice, and in the Collodion of the Tmimrial Revents of 

clafoing of Juriididion between the Supreme Court, and the Dewannee CourL of Adaulut ^which 
were mdituted umler the Authority of the Duan, for bearing and determining all Civil Suus ^hat^ 
loever, between Native and Native, and all Caufes relative to the Revenue ^Our Dni.K^l k-‘ 
Subi.a to . more perricul., ReUrion .I.c Court of Sudder Snuee A^te We tt 
Leave to inform you, that this Court was mdituted to receive and determine A nnJlll *^6 
Provincial Dewannee Adauluts •, that the Prefidenr, with Two Members of foe r 

therein, attended by the Dewan of the Khalfa, the head Canonaocs and other f^/r ’ 
Cutcherry. This Court of Appeal, being compofed of the Members of the Counc^MrncLfli" 
nly follo\v.s, that it can be held nowhere bur in the Town of Calcutta * For that R n ^ 
appc.ir to afTume and excrcifc judicial Powers, inconfillcnt with the local Juriididion of thcTu^ 


premc 
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preme Court. Under thefe Doubts, and under the Uncertainty, whether our propoflng any Queftions 
to you, concerning the Limits of your Jurifdidion, might W be liable to Objeftion, we^vc hi- 
therto thought it advifeable to fuipend the fitting of the Dewannee Sudder Adaulut. But as, on the 
one Side, a further Sufiienfion of thc'Proeeedings of that Court w«uld defeat the Purpofes for which 
it was inftituted, and operate in Eflcift to the total Abolition of thtf Court ; and as on the other, we 
know not Iiow far we can fafely and legally fit as Judges in a Court of Appeal, whofe Decrees muft, 
from tlicir Nature, be final j we have thought fit, before we came to any Determination, to re- 
queft your Opinion, Whether, fuppofing the above Court Ihould refume their Proceedings, an Ap- 
peal from their Decrees will be to tl»e Supreme Cour« ? Whether the Cognizance of any Caufe 
brought by Appeal before us, • can be removed by your Authority, to the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicature? or. Whether the Decrees of the Court of Dewannee Sudder Adaulut, will juftify the 
ininificrial Officers of the Court in carrying thole Decrees into Execution ? 

Confidering the Principles on wliich this Court was inftituted, and the Power with which it was 
vefted to decide in the laft Refort, we conceive, that if an Appeal from its Decrees Ihould, in any 
inftance, be received by the Supreme Court ; or it a Cauie may be removed from thence to the 
Supreme Court j or if our Officers arc liable to Profccucions for carrying our Decrees into Execu- 
tion 1 in all, or any of thefe Cafes, the Jurifdiction of the Court of Dewannee Sudder Adaulut 
would be ipfo faSlo abolilhed. 

Fort William, Wc are, Sfc, 

23d May 1775. 


Extrail ef Bfngal Revenue Confultations^ the zstbjuly 1775. 

Read the following Letter, from the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, in Anfwer tp 
the Qiieftions contained in the Board’s Letter of the 23d May. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

y®*-* Caution you ufe in fubmitting C^eftions to us. ’I'hough we are not in gene- 

^1 juftifiable, and therefore ought to be relcrved in delivering extra-judicial Opinions r we are at all 
Times ^firous of affording you every Afliflance and Information that is compatible with our Duty.' 
As the Queftions now propofed will, as we apprehend, never come judicially before us, and as wc 
lhall thereby pr^ent the Sufpenfion of Jufticc, we are much pleafed to feel ourfclves at Liberty 
to give you dtrcifl: and full Anfwers. 


, the Dewannee Sudder Adaulut (Kould refume their Proceedings, an Appeal from 

their Decrees will not lie to the Supreme Court. 

2 d. The Cognizance of any Caufe, brought by Appeal before that Court, cannot be moved 
by our Authority into the Supreme Court. 

3^. The Decrees of the Dewannee Sudder Adaulut will juftify the miniftcrial Officers of the 

."i ’"to Execution, in all Cafes in which the Provincial Dewannee 

Adaulut had legal Jurifdidion m the original Caufe, 

We take the Liberty of adding, that as the local Jurifdiaion of the Supreme Court is limited 
o the lown of Calcutta, the Faftory of Fort William, and the Limits thereof, we hope 
."ot entertain any Apprehenfion, that the Authority of the Criminal Courts excrcififig 
Jurijaiaion elft where, cither in the Provinces at large, or in the Purgunnahs adjacent, are affeifted 
y he Lftablifhmcnt of the Supreme Court j for we ffiould be extremely forty that our Powers, 
which arc calculated to promote, Ihould in any Inftance, be underftood to impede the Courfe of 
Jultice.— We did not receive the Honour of yours, of the 23d, till this Day. 

Settlement on a Vifit. Wc know wc muft have had his 
Pwer to ^ent 1 r°'* ^ * Moment’s Delay in your Proceedings, as foon as it was in our 

We are. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your very humble Servants, 

(Signed) E. Empey, 

r-.i .. S. C. Lemaiftre, 


Sel. Com. Rep. I. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Governor General of Fort IVilliamy in Bengal^ to the Chairman of the Court 

of DirellorSy dated 6 tb January 1781. 

To the Chairman of the Court of Dircftors. 

Sir, 

TLTAVING thought proper to appoint an Agent at Home, for the Purpofe of attending to tny 
** political Intercfts, and managing all my public Concerns, I take this Opportunity of acquaint- 
ing you, that I have feledted Major Scott for this Service i and have furnilned him with luitable 
Inftruftions : And as this Gentleman is poflefled of every neceflary Information relative to the State 
of this Government, he will be ready to communicate with you, on all Matters wherein you may 
think it proper to a(k his Opinion. 

It is material to me to make one Obfervation j that, in my Inftruftions to Major Scott, I have 
particularly provided, that I will fuffer no Perfon whatever to perform any Aft in my Name, that 
lhall be conftrued to imply a Refignation of my Authority ; protefting againft the Exercife of fo 
dangerous a Power, from its having been afllimed upon a former Occafion, without being war- 
ranted by my Confent, or by any previous Inllruftions, that could bear the moft diftant Tendency 
to fuch a Meafure. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

Fort William, and moft humble Servant, 

January 6th 1781. Warren Haftings. 

O 


ExtraiJ of a Letter from the Governor General and Council at Fort IFHliam in Bengal, in their 

Secret Department, to the Court of Directors of the Eaji India Company j dated "jth January 1781. 

The Departure of Major John Scott to Europe, by exprefs Appointment from the Governor Ge- 
neral, as his private Agent, affording us an Opportunity of addrefling you, wc have the Honour to 
avail ourfcives of it, in tranfmitting to you, in Triplicate, our laft Advices from this Department by 
the Ships Fox ami Walpole.— Major Scott has taken his Paffage on a Portugueze Ship, which being 
to ftop in her Way at Fort Saint George, wc have recommended it to the Prefident and Seleft 
Committee at that Place, to embrace the fame Occafion of tranfmitting to you a Relation of the 
Occurrences upon the Coaft, to the lateft Period of Major Scott’s Stay. — We beg Leave to recom- 
mend this Gentleman to your Favour; and that he may be reftored to the Company’s Service, with- 
out Prejudice to his Rank, if he Ihould be hereafter defirous of returning to Bengal. 


APPENDIX, N- II. 


The Evidence refpeHing the State of the Gaol. 




; examined, faid. That he lived at the Dock Yards at Kidapore, within 

f wo Miles of Calcutta, about Eighteen Months; that he left Calcutta about i/rth April 
1779- And being alked, Whether during the Tirue he was at Calcutta, he had any Knowledge of 
the Cmnmon Gaol ot that Place? he laid. Yes, he was imprifoned there by a Sentence of the Su 
preme Court, upon Two Aft.ons for Trcfpafs, upon Affault and Battery— that he was confined 
I wo Days and One Night-that the Gaol ,s an old Ruin of an Houfe ; it appeared to him to have 
been formerly the Refidcnce ot lomc Black Native— there were very few Windows to admit Air and 
thofe very Imall-dunng the Time ot his Confinement, he alked the Gaoler how many Souls were then 
confined in thar Pnfon ? who anlwered. Upwards of 170, Blacksand Whites ircludcd— that there was 

7 no 
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no Gaol Allowance, and that many Perfons had died for the Want of Neceflaries of Life; and that h<i 
believed more would have died, if he had not relieved them^^Ut of his own Pocket — the naufeous 
Smells, arifing from fuch a crowded Place, was beyond Expreflion — befides the Prifoners, the 
Number of Women and Attendants, to carry in Provilions and drefs Viduals, was fo 0Teat,*that 
it was aftonifhing that any Perfon could long furvive Atch a Situation. Being alkcd, What were the 
Dimenfions of the Gabl ? he faid. It is built round a fmall Square, of about Fifty or Sixty Feet 
in Dimenfions, but he cannot fpeak pofitive as to the exad Dimenfions-^that the Building ap- 
jxared to him to be about Sixteen or Seventeen Feet wide»-he thinks the Building did not go 'quite 
round the Square— that there is a Wall and a Gateway, but he did not fee the’ back Part of the 
Prifon — he thinks the Building is Two or Three Stories high, but he cannot fay which. And 
being afkcd. Whether the Prifoners were, without Diferimination of Caft or Religion, mixed toge- 
ther in the Goal ? he faid, As it is a common Goal, he never heard of any other Diftindion but 
what the Gaoler chofc to make : The Goalcr was fo indulging to him, as to permit him to refide 
in the Apartment belonging to himfcif. Being aflted, Whether there feemed to be in the Prifon, 
Apartments proper to accommodate Perfons of Rank and Diftindion > he faid, No, it was the moft 
horrible Place he ever faw, take it altogether; there are little Partitions, but for want of Windows 
to admit Air, even if they were appropriated for particular Perfons, they would be very un- 
comfortable Dwellings. Being afked. Whether the Prifon is fupplied with plenty of good Water, 
by Pipes, or any other Method ? he faid. He never faw any but what was brought in in Pitchers^ 
from a Tank near the Court Floufe, which Water is very good. And being alked. Whether 
there was any Want of that good Water ? he faid, He heard no Complaints ; he was there but a 
fhort Time. 


Then Mr. William Hickey being examined, was alked. Whether he was acquainted with the 
Gaol at Calcutta ? he faid, Pcrfedly well, he has been in it very often ; he vifited an Enalifliman 
who was confined there — you enter the Prifon by a large Gateway, over which'’ is the 
Gaoler’s Apartment ; you then enter a Yard ; the Space from the Gateway to the Prifon, he 
thinks is about Twenty Yards*, the Prifon, he fuppofes, is about One hundred Feet in 
Front, and about Thirty Feet deep ; it is what is called here, a Single Houfe ; it is divided into 
fmall Apartments, and thofe very bad ; the Stench dreadful, and more ollcnfive than any he ever ex- 
perienced in this Country— that there is no thorough Draught of Air, but formerly there might have 
been — the Windows arc neither large nor numerous — the Rooms are low in Comparifon to the 
Rooms of Houfes in India, but in this Country they would not be deemed low— there are fome open 
Drains which run into the back Yard, from which, in a gre.u Meafure, he conceives the Stench to 
ariie.. And being alked, Whether there are commodious feparate Apartments, fit tor the Reception 
of Prifoners ol Diftindion ? he faid. Certainly not one in the Prifon— there is a large Yard at the Back ' 
of the Prifon ; it is nearly about One hundred Feet fquarc; the Prifon is on one Side, and on the 
Three mher Sides a high Wall; in the Middle is a Tank, in which the Trifoners promifcuoully bathe 
and wafli their Cloaths ; the Tank is nearly about Thirty Feet fquare — the Perfon he vifited had 
treded a fmall 'Tent of Bamboo and Matting in this Yard, at his own Expence, by the Sherilf’s 
Permilfion, which is an Indulgence generally allowed to Europeans — that this Perfon has frequent- 
ly told him, that it would be impollible for any European to cxift any Length of Time in the Prifon 
but even in that Shed, it was at Times fcarcely to be endured, from the Stench of the Tank Drains’ 
&c.— he experienced the Stench himfelf, which the Prifoners told him came from the Tank ’but this 
was nothing like what he had experienced in pafling through the Prifon. And being alked, ’whether 
that 1 ank .ippeared to him a commodious Place for decent Perfons to bathe in, and make their Ab- 
lutions.? he laid. He thinks not. Being alked. Whether Water is laid into the Prifon at the public Ex- 
pence .? he faid. He does not know; he conceives not, becaufe he was alked for Charity by a female 
Prifoner, and Ihc alked for Money to pay her Servant Boy for bringing Water to her, and that if Ihe 
did not get the Money Ihe would have no Water ; Ihe fpoke in Moorilh, which he did not underftand 
but It was interpreted to him. Being alked. Whether Hindoos, Mahomedans, and Europeans, were 
thrown indilcriminately irito that Prilon .? he faid. They were all together, with the Exception of the 
Indulgence to Luropeans before mentioned. And being alked. Whether the Debtors and Criminals were 
leparated . he laid, No, he has frequently met Prifoners with Fetters on ? being afkcd, Whether the Men 
were leparated Iroin the Women ? he faid. He believes not, but he is not pofitive. Beino afkcd In 
what Manner the food for the Prifoners is provided .? he faid. By the Prifoners themfelvcs, or by their 
own Sers-^nts Being aftced. Whether he has feen the King’s Bench Prifon .? he faid. He has. Being 
aOved, \\ hich he thinks tlic moft commodious Prifon, confidering the Circumftanccs of the Two 
Countries lie laid, They will not bear a Comparifon, Calcutta is fo much worfe. Bcincr aiiced. 
Whether he dunks Imprilonment in the Two Countries, under any Circumftances, limilar in its Ef- 
Kefs .? he laid. He conceives it much more likely to prejudice the Health, even of the Natives there, 
than here— that the Sheriff has the Superintendence of the Gaol— and all Complaints from the Pri- 
loners aie made to him*— that there were great Numbers fick when he was there. And being alked, 
Wliethertherc was any Inhrmary or Provifion for the Sick, or any Medical Afliftance allowed to the 
vraol . lie Uid, He believes none, he never heard of any. 
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Appointed to take into Confideration the State of the Adminiftration of 
Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and to report 
the fame, as it Biall appear to them, to the Houfe, with their Obfer- 
vation$ thereupon ; and who were inftruded to confider how the 
Britilh Poflcflions in the Eaft Indies may be held and governed with 
the greateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what 
Means the Happinefs of the Native Inhabitants may be beft pro- 
moted. 


W HILST your Committee were diligently purfiiing the Orders of the Houfe, Advices 
were received from India of an Event that claimed their immediate Attention, which was 
the Expullion of Rajah Cheyt Sing. 

Your Committee find that Cheyt Sing, Rajah of Benares and Gazypoor, was, upon tlie Deceale 
of his Father, Rajah Bulwant Sing, at the particular Requell of the Prefident and Council of Ben- 
gal, confirmed by Treaty in the PolTelTion of thofe Zemindarics by the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, to 
whom he was Tributary. 

That upon the Death of the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, in 1775, the Governor General and Council 
of Bengal concluded a Treaty with Mirzy Amany, the Son and Succeflbi of Sujah > by which the 
Zemindarics of Benares and Gazypoor were lurrendered in Perpetuity to the Englilh Company, 
fubjcfl to the entire Rule and Management of Rajah Chc/t Sing as heretofore, on Condition of his 
paying the lame Tribute to the Englilh C^^'i'any which he formerly paid to the Nabob of Oude, 
and which Tribute amounted to.p~‘ /.• 26o>ooc) per Annum. 

The Expulfion pf of the highell Rank from his Dominions ; a Rajah who paid the 

largeft Tribiir* ‘“lO the T reafury, whofe PolTclIions are fccured to him not only by the Faith of 
pubi!'' rtcaties, but in Confidcration of Services performed by his Ancellor to our Nation •, a Rajah 
ivno, ever fince he became the Tributary of the Company, pundlually performed his Engagements, 
and very feldom fulFcrcd any juft Balance to remain beyond the ftated Time of Payment — Your 
Committee were of Opinion, that they could in no Point more cflentially perform their Duty than 
by entering into an immediate inveftigation of the Caufes which gave rife to this extraordinary 
Event. * 

And in order to (hew the Ongin of our Connexion and Alliance with Bulwant Sing, Rajah of 
Benares and Gazypoor, and with Cheyt Sing, bU Son and Succelfor, Your Committee have: thought 
proper to fubrait to the Houfe fuch Documents as they find in the public Records of the Company , 

, concluding 


[ 4 ] 

concluding this Report with the Two Narratives of the Governor General, Mr. Haftings, of the 
i8th of Auguft and the 29th of September, from Benares, to Edward Wheler, Efquire, a Member 
of the Council General at Calcutta, and by him tranfmitted to the Court of Direflors. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Confultations, 29th March 1764. 

Received a Letter from Major Carnac, dated the 18th Inftant, cnclofing one he has received from 
Shitabroy, to which he refers us for Information of Shuja Dowla’s Intention againft us •, and expref- 
fing his Concern to find, that by the Advices from Calcutta of the 8th, the Reinforcement under the 
Command of Captain Pemble had not yet begun their March, that their being fo late renders i^ext 
to impolTibic for them to join him in Time, and that he muft therefore put every Thing tPRifk 
with the Force he has at prefent, however Jittle to be depended on after what has pafled j further 
adviling us, that he would fain crofs the CarumnafTa, and give the Enemy a Meeting as far as pof- 
fible from the Boundary, but that he fears the Diftrefs they are in for Provifions, being only fup- 
plied from Day to Day, will not permit his doing fo, and that he fliall be obliged to keep dole 
by the Ganges to fecure a Conveyance by Water, having had Intimation that the Enemy’s Defign 
was to hover at a Diftance around them, and endeavour to cut off their Supplies: That a Treaty of 
Alliance has been Tome Time in Agitation between the Nabob and Bulwant Sing, the Rajah of 
Benares : That the Nabob is now very anxious for it’s being brought to a Conclufion, and pro- 
pofed to him that Evening fetting his Seal thereto on the Part of the Englifh, without which the 
Rajah will not enter into any Engagement that hc Ihall be very unwilling to take a Step of fuch 
a Nature without firft knowing whether it be agreeable to us, but that the prefent Exigency will 
not admit the Delay of waiting our Anfwer. 

A Tranflation of Shitabroy’s Letter to the Major being here read; 

Ordered it be entered in the Books of Country Corrcfpondencc. 

Having duly confidered this Letter of Major Cernac’s, wc art unanimoufly of Opinion, that as 
Shuja Dowla has now openly efpoufed the Caufe of Coflim Ally Cawn, and encourages his Defign 
of an Invafion into Bengal, we can entertain no further Thoughts of entering into a Treaty with 
him. On the contrary, we think it our Duty to form againft him all the Enemies we poffibly can •, 
tliat the propoled Alliance with Bulwant Sing will therefore be a very proper Meafore, and prove 
as well now as in all Times to come, a ftrong Barrier and Defence to the Bengal Provinces. 

Agreed therefore, that we write to Major Carnac, advifing him, that wc mall approve entirely 
of his entering into the intended Treaty in concert with the Nabob, and of his engaging to protedt 
and maintain Bulwant Sing independant, both now and hereafter. 


Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, 26th April 1764. 

Received Two Letters from Major Carnac, dated the 9th and 17th Inftant; the former repeating 
and explaining fully the Rcafons which determined him to crols the Soane, and retire towards 
Patna, and adviling us that hc is now convinced, from Bulwant Sing’s Behaviour, of whfch the 
Major gives us an Account, that his propofed Alliance with us, was only a concerted Scheme to 
draw us further on, and fo favour Shuja Dowla’s Defign of getting between our Army and 
Patna. 


Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, iith June 1764. 

That wc are determined to profccute the War againit ok.,ja Dowla; and being of Opinion, that 
the Rains will not be any Impediment to the Operations, bui .n the contrary, with regard to 
receiving Provifions and Stores, rather a Convenience, from the AdViii.v.Q|. t)jg Rjycrs, we 
hereby dired, that hc do immediately put the Army in Motion, leaving the ncccm.-y Garrifons in 
Patna and Monghecr, and crofs the Soane, and purfuc the Enemy as far as the Ganges, opt'^Hte to 
Benares, endeavouring, if pofliblc to bring them to an Adion. That in any Operations on tuv 
other Side of the River, it is our View to make as much Advantage as wc can, without lefiening 
greatly the Strength of our Army by the Detachment that is fent: That they may therefore en- 
deavour to take PoflelTion of the Gauzypoor Country, and colled its Revenues to alfift in defraying 
the Expenccs of the War : That we defire the Officer commanding may be inftruded, and that ic 
may alfo be obferved as a general Rule on all other Occafions, to prevent any Ravages being 
committed on the Country, or Injuries being done to the Inhabitants ; on the contrary, tb«c all 
Manner of Encouragement and Protedion be given them, in order to g 4 in their Affedions. 


Extrafit 
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Extradt of Bengal Secret Confultations, 25th June 1764; 

Receii*d a Letter from Major Carnac, dated the i6th Inftant, acquainting iis, that the De- 
tachment he ordcrcc^ over the Ganges, has procured the EfFedt he expcdled from it j for, upon 
Advice of their having eroded the Dewa, and began Hollilities in the Diftridls of Gau2ypoor, 
Shuja Dow la has judged it neceflary to retire towards his own Country. * 


Extradf ^ Bengal Secret Confultations, 28th June 1764. 

|>That we are refolved to continue the War aeairift Shujah Dowla, until he fubmits to the Con- 
ditions we have preferibed i viz, th? Delivery of Meefi^Coflioi, Sombre, and our Deferters : That 
the Objedt therefore of the Detachment on the|^^'rth Side of the Ganges, muft be to prevent 
' Shuja Dowla from eroding the River, by dedroying any Bridges he has made or may attempt to 
,ipake over it, taking Pofleffion at fame Time of as large a Trad of his Country as they can, and 

podible, of the City of Benares, and co}j|(^ing the Rcyfnnes j but avoiding all Manner of 
l*lunder and Ravage, particularly Ihould ih^Detachmient advance fo far as to feize the City of Be- 
nares, efpccial Care mud betaken that DO P|Mflder Is committed there. 

Extrad of a £!^ttcf fll tnllrudions to Major Hedor Munro, dated 6th Novembtr 1764; 

As Shuja Dowla has all along refufed to fJ&mit to the feafonable Terms we demanded of him, 
and at lad put the Whole to the Rilk of a g.cngral Engagement, in which our Arms have been at- 
tended with fuch fignal Succefs, we think ifjud and neceflary to require for the Company fome 
Ceflion and Compenfation for this Rifle, and the great Exj^ce of the War in which he has en- 
gaged us. 

With refped to Bui want Sing, the Rajah of i^nares, and Zemindar of the Gauzypoor Country,' 
the double Part he aded in the Beginning of the War, furficiently warns us to put no Confidence in 
him_ ; and therefore, if he lias not already been permitted to join you, or you have entered into no 
Engagements with him, we would have him difpoflefled of his Country, and his Perfon, if poffibly, 
fccurcd. 

It has always been the Rule of our Condud to conciliate the Affedions of the People in the 
Countries where we have made War, and prevent, to the utmod of our Power, all Manner of 
Plunder and Dedrudion. This we mud recommend to your Arid Obfervance j and think it the rather 
neceflary on this Occafion, as the City of Benares, being reputed a Place of great Wealth, may be 
a Temptation to the Sepoys •, and it would give us a particular Concern, were any Mifchief com- 
mitted in a Place which is fo itiuch refpeded for its Antiquity, and held facred in the Eyes of the 
whole Country. 


Extradl of Bengal Secret Confultations, 2ift November 

Tranflation of a Propofal from Rajah Bulwand Sing, by Soochet Roy, to Major Munro, with the 

Major’s Anfwcri 

Propofal. — If you, Gentlemen, choofe to pofTcfs yourfelves of Shuja ul Dowla’s Country, I will 
agree to hold the Sircars of Benares and Gau2lypoor^ and Jaunpoor, and Bejeigur, &c. on the fame 
Terms as 1 hold them from Shuja ul Dowlah, and I have commidioned Rajah Shitabroy to fettle this 
Matter for me, I will befidcs take upon myfclf the Management of Aiizingurra, and Two or 
1 hree other Diftrifts, paying the cuftomary Rents ; and I requeft that you will give me the Siinnuds 
for them, and let me poflefs which was given to me Rent-free, as ufual. 

Anfwer.— For the prefent the Sunnuds fliall be granted you, and you lhall be cftabliftied in the 
Territories till the Conclufionx)f the Ncgociation with Shuja ul Dowla. 


1 ranflation of a Letter delivered by Rajah Shitabroy, the i6th November 1764. 

Riyah Bulwand Sing has written to me as follows : “ If it is the Intention of the Englilh Gentle- 
“ men to take Pofleffion of Shuja ui Dowla’s Dominions, I will agree to hold Benares and Gauzy- 
** poor, &c, which have long been under my Jurifdidtion, the Revenues of which amount to about 
24 Lacks of Kupces a Year, and I paid 170,000 Rupees Monthly, on the fame Terms from the 
Sufc# Com. Rep. II. B Company 
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« Company as I did from Shuja ul Dowla.” He likcwHe defires, “ that in cafe the Englifh Army 
“ flioulil march forwards to conquer the Country, the Diftrifts of Auzingurra and Coonda, &c. 
“ whicli arc near to Benares, and be very convenient for him, may be added to his Jurifdi^tion.” 
As the Kajah is a Man who adheres to his Engagements, and pays his Rents regularly, if it is 
your Pleaiure to take the Country, let the Management of the aforefaid Territories be committed 
to his Charge; and in cafe of an Accommodation with Shuja ul Dowla, yet let a favourable 
Anfwcr be written to the Rajah, to fet his Mind at Eafe ; he is a Perfon o 5 F high Rank, and the 
Zemindar of a frontier Country. 


Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, 26th November 1764. 

Received a Letter from Patna, dated the 15th Inftant, acknowledging the Receipt of ours of the 
6th, and advillng us, that Meflrs. Billers and Dacres were in confcquence preparing to fet out to 
colled the Revenues of the Diftrids which we may take Poflcfllon of ; alfo requefting, if the Amy 
Ihould proceed further, that we will order a Tufficient Force to be Rationed at Benares, for their better 
Security in that Bufinefs. 

Agreed, wc do write them in Anfwer, That Ihould our Inflrudions to Major Munro occafion his 
advancing further than Benares, he ^jll no doubt leave fuch a Force as may be necclTary for col-- 
leding the Revenues ; Further advifing them of our having appointed an Eftablifliment for this 
Service from hence ; that Mr. Marriott will accordingly fet out in a Day or two, and upon his 
Arrival MelTrs. Billers and Dacres are to deliver over to him the Charge of the Bufinefs, and return 
to Patna; and that in the mean Time they will proceed upon the Inltrudions we have given to Mr, 
Marriott and his Council, of which we enclofe them a Copy. 

. 

Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, 6th December 1764.' 

Extrad of a Letter from the Governor and Council to the Commander in Chief, dated 6th Decem- 
ber 1764. 

With regard to Bulwand Sing, wc fliall adhere to the Terms which you may have thought it ne- 
cefiary to make with him ; but it is our View, fo far as it can be done confidently with your Engage- 
ments, to Iiavc the Power and Authority over this Rajah and his Zemindaries vefted in the Company, 
by Sunnuds from the King, holding them under him with the fame Rights, and in as full a Manner, 
as enjoyed by Shuja Dowlah ; and that the whole Rents fo colledcd, fliall be appropriated for the Ufc 
of the Company, and wrote off from the Books of the King’s Revenues. 

With refped to the Agreements entered into by the Inhabitants of Benares, for the Ranfom of the 
City ; we are glad that fuch an Opportunity has offered of obtaining a Reward to the Army for the 
very fignal Service which they have rendered the Company, as well as a Compenfation for the Lofs 
which they luftained of their Baggage, in the A 61 ion of the 23d of Odlober, nor can we have any 
Objeftion to it on this particular Occafion -, but as we would confidcr the Country not as a Conqueft, 
but belonging to the King, whom wc have engaged to fupport againft the common Enemy, no future 
Confiderations of this Kind Ihould be demanded from the Inhabitants, or expcdicd by the Army, but 
every Care taken to conciliate the Affeitions of the People, 


Propofals mcidc by the King Shah Aalum, and inclofcd in a Letter from Major Heftor Munro to 
the Prefident and Council at Bengal, dated from the Camp at Benares, the 22d of November 
1764. 

If this Country is to be kept, put me in Poffcffion of it, and leave a fmall Detachment of the 
Troops with me, to fliew that 1 am protected by the Englifli, and they fliall be at my Expcnce j that 
if any Enemy come at any Time againft me, I will make fuch Connedtions in the Country, that with 
my own Troops and the afore-mentioned fmall Detachment, will defend the Country, without any 
further Affiftance from the Englifli, and I will pay them of the Revenues of the Country what Sum 
they fliall demand Yearly. If the Englifli will, contrary to their Intcreft, make Peace with the Vi- 
zier, I will go to Delhi, for I cannot think of returning again into the Hands of a Man who has ufed 
me fo ill : I have no Friends I depend on more than the Englifli -, their former Behaviour to me 
will make me ever refpeft and regard them ; now is their Time to be in Poffeflion of a Country 
abounding with Riches and Treafure ; 1 fliall be fatisfied with whatever Share they pleafe of it. The 
Rohillas were always Enemies to the imperious Vizier; they arc all my Friends. 


Articles 



Articles to be executed by the King i enclofed in a Letter from the Prefidcnt and CouncU at Beri: 

gal to Major Hedor Munro, Commander in Chief of the Army, fent the 6th of December 

* 1764. 

In Confideration of |iie Affiftance and Fidelity of the Englith Company, which has freed us from 
the Inconveniences we laboured under, and ftrengthened the toundations of the Empire which God 
has given us, we have been gracioufly pkafed to grant to the Lnglifli Company our Royal favours 
accordinuf to the following Articles, which fhall remain firm both in prefent and in futuie . 

As the F.nglilh Company have been put to great Expence, and their Affairs expoled to Danger by 
the War which the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla unjuftly, and contrary to our Royal 1 lealure, waged 
aoainll them-, we have thereformfligned to them the Country of Gauzepoor, and the relt of the 
2^mindary of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla : and the Re- 
gulation and Government thereof, we have given to thei^ifpofal, in the fame Manner as it was in 
The Nabob Shujah ul Dowla’s. The afoiefaid Rajail ha^ng fettled Terms with the Chiefs of the 
Englilh Company, is, according thereto, to pay the Revenues to the Company, and the Amount lhall 
not belong to the Books of the Royal Revenue, but fhall be expunged ffom them. ^ . 

.The Army of the Englifh Company having ipined our Siai^^rd, fiiall put us m Pofkffion of 
lUiabad, and the reft of the Countries belongii 4 to the Nizantut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla *, 
and the Revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant’s Zemindarry, fhall be in our entire Manage- 

As the EnSifh Company will be at a further Expence in putting us in Poffefiion of Illia^d, and 
the reft of tlie Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, we will therefore, as we get Poffcflion, 
grant to them out of Aur Treafury fuch a Proportion of the Revenues as the Exigencies of our 
Affairs will admit of ; and when we are put in full Poffcflion, we will reimburfe the whole Expences 
of the Company in this Bufincfs from the Tiintfidf their joining our Royal Standard. 


Firmaund executed by the Kingi 

As the Englifli Company have been put to great Expence, and their Affairs expofed to Danger, 
by the War which the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla unjuftly, and contrary to our Royal Plcafure, waged 
a^ainft them, we have therefore affigned to them the Country of Gauzepoor and the reft of the 
Zemindarry of Rajah Bulwant Sing belonging to the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla } and 
the Regulation and Government thereof we have ^iven to their Difpofal, in the fame Manner as it 
was in the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla’s. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled Terms with the Chiefs of 
the Englifh Company, is according thereto to pay the Revenues to the Company. 

The Army of the Englifh Company having joined our Standard, fhall put us in PofTelrion of II. 
llabad and the reft of the Countries belonging to the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla i and 
the Revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant’s Zemindarry, lhall be in our entire Management 

and Difpofal. . . , , 

It becomes the Company to fhew tlicir grateful Senfe of our Royal Favours, and to exert them- 

felvcs to the iitmoft in the proper Managcipent and Regulation of the Country ; to encourage and 
befriend our Subjeds, to punifh the Conttntious, and expel the Rebellious from their Territories 
They muft ufe their beft Endeavours to promote the Welfare of our People, the Ryotts and other 
Inhabitants -, to prohibit the Ufe of Things of an intoxicating Nature, and fuch as are forbidden 
by the Law of God 5 in driving out Enemies, in deciding Caufes and fettling Matters agreeably to 
the Rules of Mahomed and the Law of the Empire-, fo that the Inhabitants may apply themfelves, 
with Peace of Mind and Satisfadion, to the Cultivation of the Country, and the Exercife of other 
their Profeffion.s, and that the Weak may not labour under Oppreffion and Violence. They will 
confider thefc as our flrift Injundlions. 

Written on the 4th Day of Rajcb, the 6th Year of the Reign, 29th December 1764. 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultations, 6th December 1764. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Commander in Chief to the Goyernor and CounciJ, dated 

izd November 1764. 

As foon as the Army encamped here I feftt into ITdwn fafe Guards, and gave out the ftfifteft 
Orders againft pillaging or plundering the Inhabitants, fome of whom had left the Place through 
Fear, and fome remained in Hopes or being protefled. The Place is now full of Inhabitants, and 
the Merchants have proinifed Four Lacks of Rupees for the Protection given them. 

He, the King, is to write immediately to the Chiefs of the Rohillas and ail his Friends, not to 
join the Vizier and afTures, that if he once got Benibahadre and Bulwand Sing to come in, the 
Vizier would leave the Country immediately, and never make any Head agiun. 


Extract, 
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Extra( 5 l: of Bengal Secret Confultations, 27th December 1764. 

Received a Letter from Meflrs. Billers and Dacres, at Benares, acquainting us of their Arrival 
there the 8th Inftant, and that on their Application to Major Munro, they found he had made an 
Agreement with Bulwand Sing to leave him with the Colledion of the Revenues, on paying the 
Company tire lame Annual Sum he had before paid to the Vizier Shiija Dowla, and that Major Munro 
had made this Appointment to Bulwand Sing in conlequence of the King’s Requeft, and had thought 
proper to alllgn the Firft Payment of this Colleftion to his Majefty’s Ufc, on account of his having 
no other immediate Support. 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultations, 4th January 1765. 

Extrad ofa Letter from Major Munro to Major Fletcher, dated 4th January 1765. 

You will fee by the Letters from the Board, that the King is to be put in Poffellion of what- 
ever Part of this Country lhall be conquered by our Arms, and the Management of it given to 
fuch as he pleafes, I therefore called in Bui want Sing at the Requeft of the King, but as he had 
offered his Services before that Time, or that I knew the Intentions of the Gentlemen of Calcutta 
of keeping the Country, I encouraged his coming in as much as poffible, and upon his getting 
the Country as before, to colleift the Revenues the fame as he did for the Vizier, together with 
the King’s. Sending Nabob Munier Dowla for him, he came in j and our Agreement with him for 
collcdling the Revenues, has been fince confirmed by the Board. 


Extradl of Bengal Secret Confultations, 17th January 1765. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Governor and Council to Major Munro and Mr, Marriott 

at Benares. 

As it is our Intereft and Defire, that his Majefty fiiould receive every Xtftioiooy of our Refpeft 
and Attachment, wc cannot but approve of the appropriating fuch a Part of Bulwant Sing’s Re- 
venues as can be fpared from the Occafions of our own Army to the Relief of his prefent diftrefled 
Circumftances : You will only obferve to take from him the proper Receipts and PromifiTory Notes, 
that he will refund the fame to the Company whenever he (hall have Ability fo to do. 


Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, 21ft January 1765, 

At a Confultation ; PRESENT, 

Cha*. Stafford Piaydell, 

Ralph Lcycefter, 

John Burdett, 

Received a Letter from Major Carnac, dated Coflimbuzar, the 5th Inftant 5 advifing ofhis Arrival 
there the Day before, and that he Ihould proceed on as faft as the Things which are of immediate 
Ncccflity for his Journey can keep pace with him-, that he has Advice of Bulwant Sing’s having 
eloped from our Army. 

Agreed we write him in Anfwer, That with regard to the Intelligence he mentions to have received 
of Bulwant Sing’s having left our Army, we fuppofe it muft be entirely groundlcfs, not having had 
any fuch ourfelvcs, and that no Engagements have been made with him but fuch as it is equally 
for his Intereft as ours Ihould be fulfilled. 


Efquires. 


Extradt of Bengal Secret Confultations, 28th January 1765, 

Extradt of a Letter from Sir Robert Fletcher to the Governor and Council, dated 14th Ja- 
nuary 1765. 

“ I (ball march this Night about Eleven o’Clock towards the Enemy, and lhall not halt until 
I am in Shuja Dowla’s Camp, though I fear we lhall not be able to furprize him, as his Troops are 
dirtributed very properly to prevent it ; however, I think he will not have Time to carry off his 
Baggage. He is Seven Cofs from us, and Sombre is Eleven. I lhall be happy if they will Hand. 
A general Adtion in all Probability would bring back Bulw.mt Sing, as well as occafion the Surrender 
of Chunargur.” 

We do not obferve any Anfwer received from Bulwant Sing to Major Fletcher’s Letter defiring 
him to return. 

■ Received 
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bcccivcd alfo a Letter from Mr. Marriott, dated the 12th Inftant, advifing of his Arrival witK 
the Army the 2d •, that in Confequence of the Agreement made with Bulwailt Sing, 90,000 Rupees 
had been paid out of the Colledion of the Revenues before his Arrival, but not any fince. Alfo 
advifing us, that Bulwant Sing’s having left the Camp (as mentioned by Major Fletcher) was under 
Pretence of defending a Place where his Family was, which Shuja Dowla had fent a Party to attack j 
and that as he has not yet committed any Hollilities, they arc in Hopes he is at leall neuter 5 that, 
however, he Ihould do all in his Power lo prevail on this Man to return, judging his Continuance 
with us of Confequence. 


Extrad of Bengal Secret (jonfultations, 21ft March lySj. 

At a Confultatlon j PRESENT, 

The Honourable John Spencer, Efquire, Prefident, 

Charles Stafford Playdcll, 

George Gray, Efqui<%s. 

Received, fince our laft Meeting, Three Letters from Mr. Marriott, Chief of Benares, dated thl< 
tilth, 22d, and 28th ultimo*, advifing of Bulwant Sing’s Return, and of his having, in Conjunflioh 
with General Carnac, fettled with him for his Revenues to be paid the Company. 

That on the Subject of the Agreement made with Bulwant Sing, and the Points therein referred 
to our Determination, we have not yet rcfolved any Thing. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Confulcations, ift April 1765. 

At a Confultation i PRESENT, 

The Honourable John Spencer, Efquire, Prchdenti 
Charles Stafford Playdell, Efquire, 

Ralph Leycefter, Efquire, 

John Burdett, Efquire, 

George Gray, Efquire. 

Agreed alfo, that we do now write a Letter to the General and Mr. Marriott, on the Subjeft of 
the Agreement made by them with Bulwant Sing, as advifed in their different Letters of the i8th, 
22d, and 28th February, and 9th ultimo. That this Man adted from the Firft fo wavering a Part, 
that we cxprelfed in our Inftruftions to Major Munro, after the Battle of Buxar, our Wifh to havfc 
no Manner of Connexion with him, but rather that his Perfon (hould be fecured, and fome other 
placed in his Zemindary who was more to be relied on *, however, as the Major had, previous to the 
Receipt of thefe Inftrudtions, admitted him to a Treaty, and received him on the Faith thereof, 
that we confented to abide by it } in this alfo he failed, and therefore it was our Intention to have 
trufted him no further ; which Sentiment is alfo expreffed by the General in his Letter of the 15th 
January from Colfimbuzar, where he points him out as one by no Means to be depended on. 
That this is fufHcient to infpire us with the ftrongeft Doubts of his Fidelity, and give but too much 
Caufe to apprehend, if Shuja Dowla fhould again move this Way with any conliderablc Force, or 
our Army at any Time receive a Check, that he will be the firft to break his Engagements in favour 
of the Enemy $ and as his Situation will always place him between our Provinces and our Enemy, 
he may be able to do us much Mifchief, if allowed to keep up a Force. That after Bulwant Sing, 
in Violation of his Treaty, had deferted our Army, it was, as before obferved, our Wiftt that the 
Country had been placed in the Hands of fome Perfons on whofe Fidelity we might at leaft have 
had fome Dependance, and whofe Troops might have been an Addition to our own Strength in 
cafe of a Renewal of War *, but, as it appears that Bulwant Sing has again been received back on the 
Faith of Promifes made by them, that we (hall abide by them, though We wifh none had bccii 
made till our Sentiments had been known : That we can now only recommend that a ftriift Eye 
be kept upon his Conduct and Correfpondence, and that he be not allowed to maintain fuel) a 
Body of Forces as may on any Occafion be detrimental to us. That at the Time \Ve fay this, we are 
willing to give up ihofe Articles amounting to Rupees 2,28,306. 10. which were left undeterminccl 
by them in Hop« of making it his Intcrcft to remain faithful, by the Advant^es he will reap 
from his Connexion with us, the Security that we look for from extending our frontiers being i 
greater Object than any Encreafe of our Revenues) 
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Extrai^tof Bengal Secret Confultations, nth June 1765. 

At a Seleft Committee j PRESENT, 

Harry Vcrciftf 
Francis Sykes, Efquircs ; 

Mr, Sumner indifpofed. 

Letters from General Carnac, of the a6th and 27th ultimo, advifing. That Shuja Dowla, as his laft 
Refourcc, had thrown himfelf upon our Generofity, and was now actually in Camp, ready to receive fucli 
Terms of Peace as we (hall preferibe. And this appearing to the Committee a favourable Opportunity 
for eftablilhing the Tranquillity of the Country on a permanent Foundation, by ftipulating no 
other Conditions than fuch as fhall appear to be for' the mutual Intcreft ot the contrafting Parties, 
equitable in themfelvcs, and evidently calculated for the public Benefit t 

Refolved, I'hat the General’s Letter be acknowledged, his Sentiments approved, and the follow- 
ing Inftruftions fent to him for fettling preliminary Articles with Shuja Dowla, which he is not to 
conclude definitively until Lord Clive’s Arrival in Camp. 

Bulwanc Sing to be fccured in the Poflcfllon of his Country, NudjufF Cawn to be reftored to the 
Polfcflion of his former Dominions, and all thofe who cither joined or aflifted the Englilh, to be 
favoured and encouraged. 

The King’s Honour, Safety, and Subfiftencc to be confulted. , ne 

Coffim Aly, Sombre, and the Deferters, to be demanded, or put to Death by Shuja Dowla himfelf; 
but this laft Article not to be confidered as effential, though obtaining it would be agreeable ; it being 
the Opinion of the Committee, he Ihould be engaged to our Intercft by the Ties ot Gratitude, and not 
by Compulfion. 

To acquaint the General, that full Powers will be given to Lord Clive, iti Conjunction with 
him, to fettle every Thing as they (hall think proper and ncceiTary to the Stability of tlie intended 
Peace ; alfo to defirc he would ufe his Influence to prevail with the Vizier to fliortcn Lord Clive s 
Journey, and meet his Lordihip at Benares or Patna, 


ExtraAs of the Treaty between the Nabob Shojah ul Dowla, the Nabob Nudjiim ul Dowla, and 
the Fnglifh Company, executed at llliabad the i6th of Auguft 1765. 

Article 5. 

Ilis Highnefs Shujah ul Dowla engages, in the moft folcmn Manner, to continue Bulwant 
Sing in the Zcmindarics of Benares, Gauzepoor, and all thofe Diftrifts he polTefiTed at the Time he 
came over to the late Nabob Jaffier Ally Khan and the Englilh, on Condition of his paying the 
fame Revenue as heretofore. 

Article 7. 

It being firmly refolved to reftore to his Highnefs the Country of Benares and the other Diflriiffs 
now rented by Bulwant Sing, notwithlhncling the Grant of the fame from the King to the Eng- 
lilh Company, it is therefore agreed, that they (hall be ceded to his Highnefs in Manner following ; 
viz. They (hall remain in the Hands of the Englilh Company, with their Revenues, till the Expi- 
ration of the Agreement between Bulwant Sing and the Company, being on the 27th of November 
next 5 after which his Highnefs lhall enter into PoflelTion, the Fort of Chunar excepted, which is 
not to be evacuated until the 6th Article of this Treaty be fully complied with. 

Article 9th. 

All the Relations and Subjedls of his Highnefs, who in any Manner allifled the Englifli during 
the Courfe of the late War, fliall be forgiven, and no w.iys molcitcd for the fame. 


Extract of a feparate General Letter from Bengal to the Court of Dirc6tors, dated -nth Sep- 
tember 1770. 

Par. 2. We have Juft received Advices of the Death of Rajah Bulwand Sing, who dic.l at Be- 
nares the 23d ultimo, after a Ihort IndiCpofuion of fome Hours. — A few.Montlis ago the R.ajah had 
gone through a long and painful Sickntfs, of which he hati ajiparently recovered ; and, barring his old 
Age, and the Infirmities incident to it, he was far from being confidered in any immeuiacc Danger, — 
In our former Letter, Gentlemen, we exprclfed our Sentiments of the Conlequencc it was to your 
Affairs, that the Succcflion to the Zemindary of Benares Ihculd continue in the Family, but that ic 
was a delicate Point to accomplilh with the Vizier. A Regard to your Intcreft has long made it our 
Wilh, but the doubtful Condudl of the Vizier has for fome fime made it an unleatbnablc Meafnre. 
The Occafion however now demanded immediate Dilpatch, and the Prefulent was requefted to write 
the Vizier accordingly in Favour of the Son of the lace Rajah, in Terms that would lead awaken his 
Jcaloufy.— The Time has been, Gentlemen, when this might have been nude a Demand but Cir- 

cumllanccs 
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cumftancfs are now much changed, and even Addrefs is neceflary to folicit. A jealous, fufpicioi.i'} 
Difpofjcion of the old Rajah, aflilted by the Diltrurt of their own Children inherent in the Minds of 
the People of this Country, may poflibly have been the Reafon why the Son was not included in the 
Treaty of 1763, for had he expreflld a Wifli to fecure the Zemindary in his own Family, at a riiiie 
when the Vizier was receiving back his Country trom our Hands, a Doubt can llarcely be formed but 
it would have been attended with Succefs; but fulpicious probably of the Confequcnccs that his Son 
(hould think he hau a Right to the SuccefTion, and equally fearing that the Meaiuie miglu be attended 
with a confidcrable Reduflioii to his I'reafures, from the ufual Pielents made on luch Occaiions, his 
whole Aim lecn eel to center in Self-Security, without the leaft Attention to the Good of his J^ollcrity. 
Indeed it would appear at a "l ime when lately his Life was dcipaired of, this t hought firll llruck 
him, and he was dchious then to engage our intcrefts, and appeared no way backward to iatisfy 
the Vizier as to any pecuniary Piefent which might beexpeded from him : But he was 110 looiier tree 
from Danger, but his Love of Money returned upon him, and he became no longer eager to obtain 
his Wilh, but lolcly through our fuppofed intereft with the Vizier, and meeting with no Inconve- 
nience to himfclf. 


Extraft of a General Letter from Bengal to the^olirt of t)ire( 5 lors, dated 3 ill October 1770. 

Par. 30. In our Letter of the iith nltimb we informed you of the Death of Rajah Bulwand 
Sing, and of the Meafures we were raking with thcNabob Shuia ul Dowlah to induce him to fettle 
the SuccclTion of the Zemindary of Benares on the lace Rajah’s Son. 

The Demands made by the Nabob’s Agent were Twenty Lacks of Rupees as a Nazerannah, and 
Five Lacks per Annum as an Addition to the Sums ftipulated by the Treaty of 1765. The J erms 
were- however finally concluded on the 8th Inftant, when the Nazerannah was fettled at Seventeen 
Lacks, and rhe required Increafe was reduced to 2 i Lacks of Rupees. Permit us, Honourable 
Sirs, to congratulate you on fo very happy a Conclufion of an Event we deem highly important to 
your Intereft. 

31. The Vizier’s Readinefs in complying with this our earned Recommendation and Requeft, has 
afforded us the greateft Satisfadion, and is a Circumftance the more pleafing, as it luull give 
Strength to the Opinions of the fevcral Powers in Hindoftan, of the llridt Friendihip fubfiiting be- 
tween the Englilh and him ; and his having confidered Captain Harper as a nccdTary Witnefs to the 
Negociation carrying on between his Agent Allage Cawn and tlie young Rajah Clieyt Sing, will i'erve 
as a Proof to the World that he meant not to take any Meaftire therein that might give the Icaft 
Caufe for Sufpicion on our Parc. 

Par. 32* The Prefident was requefted to acquaint the Vizier with the proper Senfe we entertain 
of the Attention he has paid to our RccoinmcnUation, and that we confider it as an additional Proof 
of his Friendihip. 


Extract of a General Letter from Bengal, dated 31ft December 1770, to the Court of Direflors. 

Par. 18. With refped: to the Son and SuccefTor of Bulwand Sing, the Vizier has, as we before 
informed you, afted agreeably to our Dcfire. Cheyt Sing is now fully invefted with the Govern- 
ment, to the entire Satisfadion of every one, and is confidered by the Vizier as holding that 
Country on the fame Terms as his Father, the Difference in the Revenues excepted. The whole 
are fettled at Benares Rupees 22,48,449; which are 2,50,000 more than were paid by his Feather. 
The Vizier expreffed a Defirc of feeing the young Rajah at the Marriage of his eldeft Son Mirza 
Amany •, the Rajah, fcnfible how much this Mark of Refpeft was due from him at that Time, pro- 
mifed to attend, but at length excufed himfclf, perhaps by the Advice of his Father’s Counfcllors, 
who had kept alive the Family Enmity. 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultations of the 4th of Odober 1773. 

Extrad of loftruftions from the Prefident and Council at Fort William to Governor Haftings, 

dated 23d June 1773. 

We impower you to renew, in Behalf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the Stipulation which was formerly 
made with the Vizier in favour of his Father Rajah Bulwand Sing, in Gonfidcration of his Services 
to the Company in the Year 1764. 


Extraft of Secret Letter from Fort William, dated 12th Oftober 1773 ; fcccivcd in London a6tb 

March 1774. 

Par. jf. We have obtained from the Vizier a Renewal of the Sunnuds in Favour of Rajah 

a Cbcyt 
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Cheyt Sing, and his Poftciity, on the fame Footing as it was granted to his Father Bulwant Sing, 
excepting only the Increafe of 2 , Lacks to his Annual Tribute, which the Rajah had agreed to at 
his AcceiTion in 1770. 


Extrafb of Secret Confultations, Fort William, 4th Oftober 1773. 

Extract of the Governor’s Report. 

K* 3 is Perfian Copy of a Colvlnama or Engagement, which I obtained frorri the Vizier, con- 
firming to Rajah Cheyt Sing and his Poftcrity, the Stipulations formerly made in Behalf of his 
Father Bulwant Sing. — N® 4 is an Englifh Tranflation of it. — N** 5, Copy of the Vizier’s Pottah 
or Rent-roll, fixed with Rajah Cheyt Sing for the Year 1178, and alluded to in the Cowlnama. — 
N* 6, an Englifli Tranflation of the Pottah. — N® 7, the Tranflation of Letter which I wrote to 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a further Afllirance of the Conditions promifed in the Cowlnama. 

The Cowlnama was executed in my Prefence, and attefled by me. The Vizier defired that the 
Stipulations made in Favour of the Rajah might be executed in this Mode rather than by an Ar- 
ticle in the Treaty, and it was equally iatisfadlory to the Rajah. I muft remark, that he had al- 
ready given the Rajah a Cowlnama of this Tenor, foon after the Death of Bulwant Sing, through 
the Solicitation of Captain Harper, by the Order of the Sclcft Committee j he could therefore have 
no reafonable Plea to refufe the Confirmation of it. Nevcrthelefs he feemed to think his former Aft 
of fo little Validity, that he prefled me, in very earneft Terms, for my Confent, that he fhould dif- 
poflefs the Rajah of the Forts of Leteefgur and Bydgygur, and take from him Ten Lacks of Ru- 
pees, over and above the ftipulated Rents •, and he feemed greatly dilTatisficd at my Rcfufal. He 
argued, that the Treaty of Illahabad related to Bulwant Sing folely, and was never meant to extend 
to his Porterity, I confefs the Letter of the Treaty exprcflcs no more ; yet I cannot conceive that 
either the Rajah or Lord Clive, when the Treaty was made, could have intended it in that Senfe. 
It has certainly been differently underftood, both by the Company and by this Adminiftration -, anri 
the Vizier himfelf had before put it out of all Difpute, by the folcmn Aft paffed in the Rajah’s 
Favour on his Succeflion to the Zemindary. 1 am well convinced that the Rajah’s Inheritance, 
and perhaps his Life, arc no longer fafe than while he enjoys the Company’s Proteftion, which is his 
Due by the 'Pics of Juftice, and the Obligations of public Faith, and which Policy enjoins us to 
afford him ever moft cffcftually •, his Country is a ftrong Barrier to ours, without fubjefting us to any 
F.xpencc, and we may depend upon him as a furc Ally whenever we may ftand in N«d of his 
Services. 


Tranflation of the new Cowlnama, or Agreement, given by the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla to Raiah 

Cheyt Sing. N® 4. 

The Affairs of tiie Zemindarry and Takud of the Sircar of Bcna(es, and Sircar Chunarah, and of 
the Mchalls of Jecanpoor, Befeypore, Buddohy, Suknefegurrah, Muboofkbas, Sircar Gazeypoor, 
Sickin^rpoor, Kherecd, Shadeyabad, and Toppeh Scrinch, &c. which were under the Charge of 
Ra)ah Bulwand Sing, deceafed, I do hereby grant and confirm unto you, upon their former Footino-. 
It 18 neceuary, that after dedufting the Nankar, and Half of the Jaghirc of Buddohy, you MonthTy 
and Annually pay into the Treafury of the Sircar the cflablilhed and ftated Payments. By the 
Favour of God, whatever is promotivc of your Honour lhall be performed •, and cxclufive of the 
Jumma f^cified in the Caboolcet of the prefent Fuffully Year 1178, no Increafe fliall ever hereafter 
^ demanded. And if you remain firm and Ready in your Obedience, and in the Payment of your 
Rents, no Hann fliall by any Means happen to your Ryots or Country. By the Word of God. 
^d of the Holy Coran, and of the blcffcd Imaums, this Agreement is made between me and my 
Heirs, and you and your Heirs, and it fliall never be deviated from. Dated the i8th Day of the 
Moon Jemmady-ul-fami, in the Year 1177 Hegirec, anfwering to the 6tli September 1773, Lnglifti 


A true Tranflation. 

(Signed) 


W* Rcdfcarn, P" T'. 


Tranflation of the Pottah given by the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla to Rajah Cheyt Sing. N® 6 . 

The Circar of Benares^and Chumnarah, and the Mahals of the Sircar of Juanpoor, tic. including 
Land Rents and Syer Duties, and Havciy Mahomed-abad. Benares, Muboos lOiaus, Pergunnah 
of Sekinra Mow, in the Dependencies of the Pergunnah Khaunda, Pergunnah 
Buddohy Luknclegur, Befeypoor, Sircar Gazeypoor, Pergunnah Sekinderpoor Kherecd, Sliadey. 
a^ad, and 1 oppeh Serinch. &c,;.Land Rents and Syer Duties included, after dedufting tl.c Dultoor 
Dewanny, Nankar, Half of the Jaghirc of Buddohy, and the other exempted Jaoliires, and what 
ever has formerly been allowed as Deduftions j 1 do now fully grant and make over to you, on the 

Terms 
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Terms of your Cabooleet, from the Firft of Kharcef 1178. in cohfideration of iScnlres Cum>(itnni 
Rupees 22,48>449> AlTel and Ezafa, as fpecified underneath, clear of all Expehces of Srhbundy. 
It IS necelTary that you pay the above SUm to the Sircar, according to the ftate'd ahd eftablilhcd 
Kills, Year by Year j and, by the Favour of God, there lhall never be any Devlitiort from this 
Agreement. 


Particulars} viz. 


Paid by Rajah Bulwand Sing as follows : 


Benares 

Buddohy 

Sukneefgur 

Befeypoor 

Gazeypoor 

Shadeyabad 


12.00. 607 — — 

1,30,000 — 

16.000 — — 

2.00. 000 — - — 

5.00. 000 — — 

40.000 — 


ab,8 6,607 ““ — 

Deduft Nankar, Half of the jaghire of Buddohy and 
Altemgah, &c. — ■— — 88,158 — — 


Net Revenue paid by Rajah Bulwand Sing ~ 19,98,449 — — > 
Increafe fettled with Rajah Cheyt Sing — 2,50,000 — — - 


Net Revenue paid by Rajah Cheyt Sing — 22,48,449 — — 

Dated the 27 Rejub, in the Year of Hegire 1 1841 

A true Trandatioh. 

(Signed) W" Redfearh, t** T*; 


From the Governor to Rajah Clieyt Sing. N* 7, 

At this Time the Vizier of the Empire having given you an Agreoloent, under his Hand and 
Seal, which I have counterfigned, and alfo affixed my Seal to, it is necellary, that conformably 
thereto, and according to the Treaty concluded at Allahabad by Lord Clive and the Viziet, re« 
fpcAing Rajah Bulwant Sing, your decealiEd Father ; you with the greateR Cheerfulnefs pay to the 
Vizier, the Kents thereby edablilhed, in which Cafe the Company will always attend to your 
Welfare, and afford you their Care and Proteflion 5 and in the Agreements beforementioned, there 
fliall never be any Breach or Deviation. 

A true Tranflation. 

(Signed) W". Redfearn, 

pn 'pr 


Extrad of Bengal Confultations tlie 13th of February 1775— >^cref Department. 


At a Council} PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ; 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell,? . 

Philip Fraici,. ’jErqura. 


Yhe Governor General conceives it to be neceffary Ijcfore the Board proceed any furtlier in the 
Bufinefs now before them, that one Principle upon which every other Refolution niuft depend 
IHould be determined, and therefore defires that the •'following Quellion be put. 

Whether this Board confiders the Treaties which were made with the late Nabob Suja Dowla 
as remaining in Force, or as having expired at his Death ? 

Mr. Fr^cis«~I think that the Obligations contained in the fevefal Treaties with the Vizier, to 
fupport him in the Poffeffion of his Territories, were confined to his Perfon, and confequently ex- 
pired with hidi. 

Mr. Barwell— This Q^Rion mull be decifively determined by the exprefs Letter of the reci- 
procal Engagements of the contrafljng Parties \ I therefore de^e the Treaties may be referred to ; 
the Board wiU then fee how far the Obligations extend, 

Sit. Com. Rif. II. D Read 
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kead, the Treaties of Allahabad a :d Benares. 

Mr, Harwell — I think the I reatics bind to his Heirs. 

Colonel Monl’on —I think the rrcatics with the Vizier expire in his Pcifon. 

General Claverihg— I defire to know whether the Governor in the Word Treaties/* compr^^ 
hends the Engagements with the late Vizier rclpciting the Kohilla War ? 

The Governur General— I conceive that my Opinion in this Point can be of no Ufc in deciding 
the Queflion before us^ becau/e it has already betn decided by the Majority of the Board, that the 
Engagements with refpea: to the RohiHa War, formed by the late Adminirtration with the late 
Vizier, had not the Obligation of Treaty, nor, if I rightly recollect the Declaration made on this 
Siibjeft, were in any Rel'pedl obligatory on this Goveinmcnt. 

General Clavering— I could have winiecl to have heard the Governor Gencrars Opinion upon the 
Qiieftion 1 took the Liberty to fubmit to him, on the Obligations of this Government to deiend 
the Rohilla Country, as clearly given ns that which Mr. Barwtll gave in his Minute ot the 31ft 
October, bccaufe I might have formed fomc Judgment of the Governor Ger.crai’s Ideas on the Force 
and Extent of the Treaties contraikd with the late Viz.er. 1 ihmk the Treaty of Allahabad was 
broken by the lubfcqucnt Treaty of Benares, by which Corah and Allalubad were taken horn the 
King, and given to the Vizier, fo that whatever Conception I might cnteicain of the Valid fy of the 
original Treaty, I think it now no longer obligatory on this Government till the Couit of Diretlors 
have given their Approbation of the Treaty of Benares which entirely altered the Nature ol the 
other. 

The Governor General — I am of Opinion that the Treaties which were made with the late Na- 
bob Sujah Dawla Hill continue in Force, and have admitted of no other Change bur in ihat of the 
Perfon of his Heir and SucccHbr (landing in his Place. — The Firft Claufc ot the Full Article of 
the Treaty of Allahabad, in my Conftrudion of it, extends the Obligation of that Treaty to the 
whole Line of the Nabob Sujah Dowla's Heirs. The Treaty ol Benares being but explanatory 
of the former in the Article which reipefts the Part of the Extra-Charges of the Forces employed 
^ his Defence, mu(\ be underftood in the fame Senfe wifh refpeft to that Article ; and the Firft 
Article exprcfsly grants the PolTefTion of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier for ever, a Term ex- 
cluding all Limitation. 

Rcfolved, That the Treaties made with the late Vizier Sujah Dowla, do not remain in Force, 
but expired at his Death. 

The Governor General propofes the following Qiicftion : 

Whether anew defcnfivc Treaty (hall be c.xccuced with the Nabob Afoph-ul-Dowla, in ca(c 
he himfelf Ihould jfolicit it? 

Mr* Francis — Suppofing the Nabob to require our Afliftance in fopport of his Succeffion I think 
that a new defcnfive Treaty fhould be formed with him, on the moil advantageous Terms which 
can be obtained for the Company. ' I 

Mr, Harwell — Certainly. 

Colonel Monfon — I think a new defcnfive Treaty (hould be executed with the Nabob Afoph-uU 
Dowla, on the mod advantageous Terms for the Company. 

The General agrees with Colonel Monlon. 

The Governor General — I am of Opinion there (liould. 

Agreed, That a new defcnfive Treaty be executed wich the Nabob Afoph-ul-DowIu, in cafe he 
folicits it. 

I'hc Governor General propofes, That each Member of the Board deliver in his Sentiments of the 
Conditions co be required or acceded to for the new Treaty ; not having himfelf fu/Hciently confidcred 
this Subjcfl in the Latitude which has been given to it by the foregoing Refolution, he wifhes to 
prepare what he may have to offer himfelf, unlefs any immediate Propofition (hould be made by any 
Member of the Board, on which he (hould be willing to give his Opinion. 

Rcfolved to adjourn to the Evening, that every Member may prepare his Ideas on tliis Sub- 
jeifl. 

Met in the Evening at Six o’Clock, according to Adjournment. 

Relumed the Subjcdl of the new Treaty to be formed with the Nabob of Owde. m 

Agreeable to the Governor General’s Propolal in the Morning, the Members of the Board deliver 
in their feparatt Opinions in Writing, as follows : 

Mr. Francis — Suppofing it to be the Interell^and Dcfire oT the prefent Nabob of Owde to enter, 
into a new defcnfive Treaty with the Company, by which we may oblige ourfclves to guatantec to 
him the PolTefllan of any Part of his prefent 'i'erritorier, I think that the following Articles (hould be 
propofed and infilled on for the Adv.intagc of the Company. 

I ft. The Pay of our Troops in his Service to be made equal to their real Expence, upon a new 
monthly Ellimate, and to commence from the Accefhon of the prefent Nabob. 

2d. The Zemindary of Benares to be made dependant as a Fief on the united Kingdoms of Bengal 
and Bahar ; and the Pributc lately p|iid by the Rajah to the Vizier, to be paid to this Guvern- 
nicnt. 

3d. The prefent Rajah of Benares to be confirmed in the Zemindary, which may be perpetuated in 
his Family under a fixed annual Tribute, and a fixed Fine at each future Invclhcurc , a free Trackl' 

to 
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to be opened between thefc Provinces and his Country j the Rajah’s Authority in iiis own Govern: 
ment to be Jeftfull and uncontrolled. 

4th. If the Pofleflion of the Rohilla Country, or any Part of it, be guaranteed by a future Treaty 
to the Nabob, that fome favourable Terms be made for the furviving Chiefs of the Rohillas, or 
their Reprefentatives. 

5th. The Debts from Suja Dowla (fuppofing them not ro be liquidated at the Conclufion of the 
new Treaty) to be confidcrcd and acknowledged by the prefent Nabob as due from himfclf, or liic 
Reprefentative of the State of Owde for the Time being. 

6th. Befides the Guarantee to be (lipulated in Return for the above Conditions, this Government 
fhall undertake to obtain from the King a regular Confirmation of the Nabob in his Government, 
according to the Laws and Conftitution of the Empire. 

yth. I conceive that the Attachment of Nudjif Cawn might be fecured with the greatefl: Advantage 
to this Government, if through our Recommendation the King would appoint him Vizier of the 
Empire, with a Jaghire, which might eafily be found for him cither in the Douabc or the Rohilla 
Country. I underftand he is one of the ableft Men and bed SoUiicrs in the Empire : If properly 
placed in point of local Situation, and his Attachment fecured, he might ferve as a Barrier to the 
Soubahdarry of Owde, either againft the Marattas, or any other Invaders Iroin the Wcltern or South- 
ern Parts of India. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


The firft Objeft to be attended to in d new Treaty, is the future Strengtii and Security of our own 
Pofieflions. The Company have invariably declared again!! any further Acceflion of Territory to 
themlelvcs ; any Conditions of that Tendency are of couric out of the Qucfiion. 

ill. I think the Conditions of the old Treaty (the Article rcfpcdlitig Coiah and Allahabad eicccptcd) 
is a good Foundation for any we may now chuie to form. 

2d. As it may be pofiible to increafe the Subfidy for a Brigade employed in Owde, that InCreafe 
ought, if poinblc, to be cfTeClcd ; but its Extent being arbitrary, and depending entirely on the 
Pliafore of the Board, we Ihould confidcr in which Way to make our Aid the leaft burtherifonie, and 
mob: ulctul to our Ally. 

Our Military fc.dablifiinient is become an intolerable Burthen, and the Direiflors have exprefsly 
recommended that fuch Reduiflion take place in it as may be done with Safety tp Bengal. 'I'o effeft 4 
ReduflioQ appears here a Iccondary Objeft, the Safety of Bengal the firft ; to anfwer both, we fliould 
eng.ige our Ally to pay a refpe(ftable Body of Troops, fuch as we may at all i^mes be able abfolutely 
to command, and ufe as our own on any emergent Occafion. If this can bceffcflcd, a proportionable 
Ketienchment of our own Forces may immediately take place, and the Burthen be removed from our 
Shoulders to thofe of our Ally : This is preferable, in my Opinion, to the hiring out any Part of 
our own Forces occafionally to defend Owde, &c. and will equally ftrengthen the Nabob againft hi^ 
Foieign Enemies, while it renders him proporcionably weak, and dependant on us. 

3d, 'The Independency of Gaqijipore and Owde is a great political Objeft, and ought to be in- 
fiftcd on i and whatever may be rcfolvcd refpedting the Revenue paid by the Raja of that Country; 
the Englifti Government ought not to Hand in the fame Relation to it as the late Vizier, bccaufe the 
Country of Benares and Gauziporc is a natural Barrier to thefe Provinces, and the Raja ihould havd 
the ftrongeft Tic of intereft to fupport our Government, in cafe of any future Rupture with thd 
Soubah of Owde, 

'I'o make this his Intereft, he muft not he tributary to the Englilh Gotierftmcnt j for, from the 
Inftant he becomes its Tributary, from that Moment wc may expeft him to fide againft us, and by 
taking Advantage of the Troubles and Commotions that may arife, attempt to difburthen himfclf of 
his pecuniary Obligations. 

(Signed) R. Barwell. 


On the Death of 4 Soubah, the Soubahdarry efeheats to the Crown ; before Stipulations are made 
with Albph ul Dowla, his Right to the Naboblliip of Owde Ihould be legally afeertained. 

It ftie King nominates any other Perfon to the Nabobfliip of Owde, our Oppofition to that Ap- 
poiiuinent is a Violation of the Laws of that Government under which We oftenfibly hold the 
Dewannee, 

1 think therefore in the prefent Inftancc we Ihould nd as Mediator between the King and Afopli 
ul Dowla. This Meafurc will be lerviccablc to the young Nabob, refpeilful to the King, and 
obviate many Circumftances that may hereafter appear inconfiftent in our Condudl. 

Supporting Mirza Ammanee in the Succcfilon, without the King’s Firmaund, will be an A£t of 
Rebellion. 

1 he Ki.ng’s Firmaund therefore appears to be incifpcnfably nccelTary, as a Sanflion for our Con- 
duct and Honour. 

For this Service done the Nabob, we Ihould require that Cheyt Siiig’s Zemindarry be annexed to 
the Soubahfliip of Bengal or Bahar, or to both. 

1 0 engage for the young Nabob llridly to adhere to all Tre.nties made between the King and 
Sujah ^wla, and to endeavour to prevail on the Nabob to give the whole of tlie Rohilla Couniry 
to the King, 

s TS#* 
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The King Shaw Alliim, for thefc Advantages, and for the Rcfpeft /hewn him, (houtd make over 
th;: Suvcrcrgnty of Bengal and Bahar to the King of Great Britain, and rclinqui& aM Claims to his 
Tribute. * 

If tlicfc I’crms are too fcvcrc on the Nabob, they may be mitigated by relinqui/hing the Sums 
that rem.iin due from him for the Coflqueft of the Rohilla Country. 

If the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla requires the A/TillaDce of a Brigade, he fliould p.iy all Charges at- 
tending it. 

1 mean by C harges, the Pay, Batta, and Contingent Expcnces, 

(Signed) G. Monfon. 

In confidcring the important Subjeft which is now before Us, I have Two Objefts in View ; Firft, 
llic obtaining the grcatell poflible Advantage (o the Company, in confidcration of the defenfive Aid 
propofed to be offered to the new Nabob v the Second is the avoiding the gxeateft probable Incon^ 
vcniency to the State by virtue of the Engagements we may enter into with him. 

As the Ba/is of all my Keafbning, the following Pfcmilcs muft be granted to me ; Firft, that the 
Nabob Mirza Ammanee poirc/Tcs fuch Difqualifications of Charafter, that he cannot maintain himfelf 
or his Mufr.ud without our Alfiftance ■, Secondly, that there is a political Neceflity in this Govern- 
ment, not to allow any other Prince to occupy the Soubah/Kip of Oude, and the Countries of Corah 
and Allahabad, without our Concurrence. 

It is well known that there will be as many Competitors for the Countries left by the late Vizier 
as there are Powers in that Part of Indoftan the King, the Marattas, the Jauts, the Rohillas, 
Nudjif Cawn, and even Ibme of the Nabob’s own Family and Commanders of his Army, will pro- 
bably all or fno/l of them ftrive to obtain fome Share of his Dominions. 

The Qiicllion then is, Will it be for the intereft of the Company to permit any of thefe Princes 
to cllablilh themfclvcs in the Provinces bordering on Bengal without ourConfent i* — I am of Opinion 
there would be great Danger in permitting is. In that Cafe, what Meafurc muft be purfued to 
render us the Arbiters of thofc Countries confiftently with thofe Views which I firft ftated — the ob- 
taining the greateft pofiible Advantage to the Company, and avoiding, the greateft probable Incon- 
vcnicncy in the Undertaking ? 

The greateft Advantage, in my Conception, that can be obtained for the Company, is, Firft, the 
total Extindion of the King’s Claim to the Tribute on thefc Provinces ; Secondly, that the Zemin- 
darry of Benares and Gauziporc fliall be held by Cheyt Sing of the Company, inllead of the Soubah 
of Oude. 'I'o obtain the Firft it fhould be propofed to the King, that he ftould renounce his Tribute 
on thefe Provinces, that he fhould acknowledge the Nabob of Oude to be Soubah of that Country, 
and fhould appoint hica:.Vizier. 

In Return for this Favour, we fhould reftore to him the Countries of Corah and Allahabad. 
The Nabob, in Return to the Favour Ihcwn to him and procured by our Mediation, fhould rc- 
linquilh to the Company the Sovereignty of Benares and Gauziporc, to be held as at prefent by 
Cheyt Sing, on his paying his Tribute to the Company. In order to attach this Raja to the Com- 
pany, Ids Tribute ought to be diminillicd at leaft Three Lacks of Rupees. 

Whatever Afliftance fhall be afterwards required by either the King of the Nabob, for the De- 
fence of their rel'peftivc Countries of Corah and Allahabaik and the Provirree of Oudt, not Icfs 
than Three Lacks per Month fhould be paid to the Comp.tny, as Ktl's than that will not defray the 
Expence of a Brigade ferving out of the Provinces. 

(Signed) J. Clavcring. 

On the Grounds already refolved on, I propofe the following Articles for the new Treaty, pre- 
mifing, that 1 confidcr the Debts due from the late Vizier, as not appertaining to the Subjefl: of the 
iniendcd 'Treaty. Thefe we claim as a Right, exempt from any future Ncgociation. 


I ft. That the Treaties of Allahabad and 
Benares be renewed on the Footing on which 
they Hood at the Vizier’s Death. 


ad. That the perpetual and independant 
PolTcflion of the Zcmii^ary of Benares and its 
Dependencies, be confirmed and guaranteed to 
Rjjah Cheyt Sing and liis Heirs for ever, fubjeft 
only to the Annual Payment of the Revenues 
hitherto paid w the late Vizier, amounting to Be- 
nares S' Rupees 23,71,656. ta.^to bedifpofed of 
asexprefled in the following Article-, that no other 
Demand be made upon lum, either by the Na- 
bob 


By this Propofition the Monthly Subfidy for our 
Army will remain, as fettled with the late Vizier, 
at 2,10,000 Rupees. I am againft augmenting 
k. I'he Expence ought not to exceed that 
Sum. If more be agre^ on, it will ckh^ dif- 
courage the Nabob from employing the Brigade, 
or lie will employ it, and moft probably fuft'er it 
to run in Arrears. 

Tie Rajah «f Benares, from the SUuatkn of his 
Country, which is a Frontier both to the Pro’Oinces 
of Oude and Bahar, may he made a ferviceable 
Ally to the Company, whenever their Affairs Jhalt 
refttirt it. He has always been eonjidered in this 
Ugbt both by the Company and the fuccefftve Mem. 
hers (f the late Couneil \ but to enjure his Attach- 
ment to the Compat^, his Interefi muft be eonneSed 
vith St, which cannot be better effected than by 

feting 



bob of Oude or this Government, nor any Kind 
of Authority or Jurifdiftion exercifed by cither 
within the Dominions afiigned him. 


freeing him totally from the Remains of his prefent 
yajfallage under the Guarantee and Protchlion of 
the Company, and at the fame Time guarding him 
againjl any Apprebenfions from this Government, by 
thus pledging its Faith, that no Encroachments 
Jhall ever be made on his Rights by the Com- 
pany. 


3d. That an equal Partition be made of the 
Revenue of the Zemindary of Benares, between 
the Company and the Nabob of Oude i that is to 
fay, that the Rajih (hall pay monthly to each, 
the '®um of 98,823. a. 9. amounting on the 
Whole to Rupees 23,71,656. i2. 5 anti that this 
Participation be exprefsly declared to be intend- 
ed as a Pledge and Acknowledgement of the equal 
Relation in which the Rajah and his SuccelTors 
are hereafter to ftand to both Governments. 


I propole this Article with feme Reludance, 
as contrary, to my Idea of the Riglit of the 
Nabob of Oude, in virtue of the Treaty origi- 
nally formed between his Father and the Com- 
pany ; but it is conformable to the Principle 
adopted by the Board in the Refolution palled 
this Morning, and may perhaps be obtained 
without much.Oppofition from the Nabob; at 
the fame Time that it contributes to fix the Inde- 
pendency of the Zemindary of Benares, on the mofi 
permanent Foundation, 


(Signed^ Warren Haftings. 

That thefc fcveral Opiftioni lie for further COnfidcration. 


Agreed, 


Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General and Council in Bengal, in their Secret Department, 
to the Court of Direftofs of the Eaft India Company, dated the 24th February 1775. 

%t 

Par. 2. We then informed you of the declining State of the Vizier’s Health, according to the 
Intelligence we received from Mr. Middleton ; and that in'his Opinion he could not furvivc long. 
On the 6th Ififtant, by Letters from Colonel Gallicz, we were Informed he was adually dead. The 
Colonel had previoufly apprized us of the imminent Danger in which the Vizier lay ; and we had 
difpatched Inftruftions’to him, to fupport the Prctenfions of Mirza Amanny, the Nabob’s eldcft and 
only legitimate Son, in the SucctflTion, in cafe of his Father’s Deith, and immediately to move the 
Brigade down to Fyzabad, to prevent any Difturbance in the City on the Oeda/ion. We at the fame 
Time ordered the Third Brigade to march up from Barrampore to Dinapore, that it might be nearer 
to the Frontier in cafe any Service fliotlld be required. 

Par. 4. Juft before the Vizier's Death, he wrote a Letter to the Governor General, which was 
afterwards tranfmitted to its Addrefs by Mahomed Elich Khan, his Miniftcr and favourite Servant, 
accompanied by one from himfelf. — By thcle Letters it appears that MirZa Amanny, otherwife called 
Afoph ul Dowlah, had his Father’s pofitive Nomination to the SuccelBun ; and though by ail Ac- 
counts he poflelTes neither the Qualities of the Heart nor Head equal to the Station to which he is 
thus called, we have not as yet any Keafon to think that his Right will be difputcd. 

5. In Conformity to thole Affuranccs which we gave in our laft Letter to your Honourable Court, 
we have had in Deliberation the Line which on this important Event it may be moft proper for us to 
purfue, for drawing from it the greateft polfible Benefit to the Company’s Affairs. We liave already 
determined, that the fpccific Conditions of our former Alliances with the Vizier expired with him ; 
and that although we owe Friendlhip to the prefent Nabob, as Heir tu his Father, we are not bound 
to any fpecial Services to him. In this effenttal Point it is ncceflary to mention, that the Sen- 
timents of the Board were not unatiimous, as will appear upon the Proceedings. Our prefent En- 
gagement goes no farther than to a Ample Acknowledgment of his Title; and therefore, Ihould he 
apply to us for AflVftance and effeitive Support, we mean to afford it only on fuch Terms and Sti- 
pulations as to us foall appear moft advantageous to the Company, and honourable to the Britilh 
Name. As this is a Subjeft of great Magnitude and Importance, we have chofen to enter upon it 
in Council with all the Deliberation which it requires. The Ideas of the different Members will 
appear in the Confultation referred to in the Margin ; they are not given in as conclufive Opinions, 
but as Sentiments fubjeft to be canvaffed, modified, and corrcdlcd, and tending only to throw Lights 
on the Subjefb beidre the final Determination of the Board ; when that Determination takes place, 
you fhall be duly .alvilcd. 

Par. 6. Mr. Briftow, who has fet out for his Refidcncy at the Court of the new Nabob, will be 
furniflied with ample Inftrodions on thefe Heads. 


U 


SzL. Com. Rif. II. 
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Extrafl of Bengal Secret Confultations, 8th March 177'?.' 

At a Council} PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Mailings, Efquire, Governor General, Prefident, 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, 7 c>r 
Philip Francis, 

Mr. Francis having fcnt in the following Minute the Day after the Date of the above Council, ie 
>yas circulated for the Perufal of each Member of the Board, and is now recorded. 

Fort William, 4th March 1775. 

I believe it was undcrllood by the Board, that in my Anfwcrs to the fcveral C^cftions propofcd 
lafl: Night by the Governor Geperal, relative to a new defenfive Treaty with the Soubah of Oude, I 
meant that all the Conditions which I thought this Government might aflent to in Favour of the 
Soubah, or infill upon in Behalf of the Company, had an united and infeparable Relation to each 
other. As however my Anfwers to each Propofition may appear to be given abfolutely, and inde- 
pendent of that mutual Relation by which I meant to unite them, I now beg Leave to explain my 
Intention, with rcfpcdl to all the Governor’s Propofitions confidered in on^ View. 

1. I make the Ceflion or Transfer of the Revenue or Tribute (paid by the Rajali of Benares) 

from the Nabob of Oude to' this Government for ever, a preliminary and fundamental Condition, 
without which 1 do not mean to confent to any Treaty of Guarantee whatfoever in Favour of the 
Nabob, unlcfs an Alternative lhall be propofed which may appjear equally advantageous to this Go- 
vernment. If, for Example, the Nabob would rather relinquilh his Claim to Corah and Illiabad 
than his prefent Right over the Zemindary of Benares, I (ball be very willing to come to an Accom- 
modation with him on that Point. The Recovery of thofe Countries might enable us to adjull all Dil- 
putes or Differences with the King, upon a Footing equally honouraUe and advantageous to the 
Company. ” 

2. Suppofing this firft fundamental Article to be fettled, I then confent to the Guarantee of Oude 
and Benares to the Nabob for his Life, without any Refervation; or, if he prefers Corah and lllia- 
bad to Benares, I then include thofe Countries in the Guarantee, provided the Treaty of Benares 
lhall be approved of, and confirmed by the Honourable Court of Direflors. 

3. With this Guarantee, on which ever of the Two Principles it may be fettled, I mean to unite 
the Article of the Subfidy to be paid for the Service of fuch Part of our Troops as may be 
enmloyed at the Nalwb’s Requifition in defending the Dominions guaranteed to him, provided the 
Jrft great Point be adjufted to our Satisfaftion. I would not ultimately infill on raifmg the Subfidy 
beyond its prefent Eftablilhment. The firft Demand however Ihould be made for the entire 
pence, we may afterwards gradually relax from it if wc think proper. 

1. Independence of the Rajah of Benares, my Meaning was to ad- 

hcreftriflly to the Third Paragraph of my Minute of the 13th of February, the Zemindary may 
be perpetuated m his Family on fixed and unalterable Conditions. The Conditions I propofed. tend 
to feciirc us a great Acceflion of Revenue without any Acceflion of Territory. It is biahlv for hia 
own Advantage to be co^idercd as a Vaffal of the Sovereign of thefe Kingdoms, holding a great he- 
rcdiury tier by a fixed Tenure, and acknowledging the Sovereign of Bengal and Bahar to be his 
Lord Paramount. Speaking my Sentiments without Referve, I mull declare, that in fettling this 
Article, I look forward to the Affertion or Acceptance of the Sovereignty of ilicfe Provinces «/«« 
jurtf on the Part of His Moft Gracious Majcfty the King of Great Britain ’ ^ 

(Signed) 

P. Francis. 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultations, 8th March 1775. 

Exiraift of the Governor Geheral and Council’s Inftrudlions to the Refident at Oude. 


Thefe Matters being tlius fettled, you will then be at Liberty to liften to any Overtures for a new 
Treaty which the Nabob may choofc to make ; and in this Cafe you will take Care to imitoate to 
him that although the Company regard him as an Ally, and have not fcrupled to'acknowlcdue his 
Right to his bather s Succcffion, yet that the fpccific Conditions of the fcveral Treaties made between 

bc'ng merely temporary and pcrfonal, they of courl'c expired with him 
That therefore if he (the new Nabob) thinks it ncceffary alfo to require any I'peciflc Affiftancc or 
berviw from this Government, it will be proper that a new Treaty, with new Stipulations, be entered 


P9ifibly one of the Firft 
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Articles he will propofe, will be the Guarantee on our Parts of all bit 

Fathei’s 
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Father’s Dominions to him ; and as our Ideas on this Article may not correfpond with his 
tions, it will require particular Delicacy in tuning, them to him. Wo therefore recommend this 
particularly to your Attention; and lhall explain them fully to you as a Guide for your immediate 
Conduft } not meaning to bind onrfelees ablbhitely to adhere to them, fliould we find it expedient 
to recede afterwards in any Degree. 

Firft, you muft acquaint him that the Rohilla Country lately conquered by his Father, being now 
completely in his PolrelTion, and the Con^any having faithfully fulfilled all their Engagemems re- 
fpeftingit, we look UTOn it as urtheceffary for os to interfere longer in its imn.ediaTe Defence, 
efpecially as his own Power is fufiicient for that Purpofe, and that it would be carryim?, our 
Troops to too great a Diftance from our own Frontiers to take upon us a conftant Guarantee of its 
PoiTeflion to hig^ } therefore this Article we muft decline. 

Aa to the-Conquefts in the Duab, they having been undertaken without our Confent or Participa- 
tion, and no Alliftance either required or expedted from us at the Time, and even an exprel's De- 
claration from the then Adminiftration to the Vizier, that they would not aflift him j we never 
looked ufwn ourfelves as any way concerned in them, and cannot now enter into any Engagement 
for maintaining them. 

With refpea to the Provinces of Oude, Corah, and Allahabad, we lhall make no fcruple to 
guarantee to him the PofiTclTjon of the Firft and of the Two laft,. till fuch Time as the Determina- 
tion of the Courtof Dtreftors on the Treaty of Benares be known. It is probable that the Advice 
of this Determination will arrive before any Treaty can be finally adjufted with the Nabob, in 
which Cafe we (ball be able to give you more precife Inftruftions on this Article. In the mean 
Time the above is the Line you arc to take in converfing with the Nabob upon it. 

But as in the Cafe of a deftnflye Treaty between the pompany and the Nabob, and that they 
Ihould take upon them the Guarantee of any Part of his Dominions, it is fit they fliould i cap an 
Advantage from, it equivalent to the Service which they arc to render him, and to the Hazard 
which they take upon rhemfelves ) you will therefore give the Nabob to underfland, th.it fuch 
Equivalent is to be ex|)cfled of him } and you will throw out in your firft Converfation with him 
on the Subjea, that you have Reafon to believe if he were to relinquifli and make over to them for 
ever the Tribute which he receives from the Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the Sovereignty of the 
Province polfeired by that Rajah, it would be accepted as a full Compenfation for the Protcflion 
they would agree to afford him, that thus, yielding up to his beft Friends a Tribute which bears a 
fmall Proportion to his other Revenues, it would better enable them to afford a folid and cftedual 
Prote(ftion for the reft, and at the fame Time encroach little on his real Dominion as a Sovereign 
Prince, fince it would only be his relinquifhing the nominal Authority over a Province where he 
hardly at prefent exercifcs any. 

Such are the general Points on which we are willing to enter into a defenfive Treaty with the 
new Nabob of Oude, and which muft be the Groundwoik of any Ncgociations for that Purpole 
with him. It will be your Bufincfs, whenever thefe commence, fuppofing always that the Propofi- 
tion firft comes from him, to explain our Ideas to him in the moft clear and precife Manner, that 
no Milunderftanding may afterwards arife*, and you will endeavour to convince him of their Juftice 
and Propriety. You muft further acquaint him, that in any Treaty with him, where the fpccific 
Aid of any Body of our Troops may be ftipulatcd, we exped that the Monthly Subfidy fhall be 
afeertatned at a Sum equal to the real and whole Expence *, that wc experienced in the laft Cam- 
paign that the Subfidy paid by his Father was confiderably lefs than the real Charge of the Brigade, 
which ferved td involve us in Difficulty and Diftrefs i and in a fimilar Cafe with regard to him. 
It might prevent us from afibrding him that hearty and effedlive Aid which it is our Intention to 
bellow. 

• the Surfender of his Claims on the Revenues and Sovereignty of Gauzipore be ad- 

jufted to our Siaiisfaiftion, we think proper to inform you, in the ftrideft Reliance and Confidence 
in your pifcrction, that in that Ciic we do not mean to infill ultimately on railing the Subfidy 
beyond its prefent Eftablilhroent. And this Hope you arc at Liberty to hold out to the Nabob 
as from yourfelf only, and without Authdrity from us. Your firft Demand on the Hc.id of tlie 
Subfidy, fliould bo made for the entire Expence we may afterwards gradually relax from it if we 
proper. We need not tell you however, that you will render a moft acceptable and ufeful 
Service to the Company, in qbtuning the whole Demand according to the Terms in which you are 
ordered to make it in the firft Inftancc. 

If when the Nabob lhall be thoroughly pdflefled of our Ideas and Expedacions with refped to 
me Terms of the propofed Treaty, he Ihould give a direft and pofiti.ve Refufal to treat on fuch 

fufpend all further Ncgociations with him, and report to us the pre- 
cife Terms of his Rcfufel i informing him at the fame Time, that it is our Determination to with- 
draw our Troops immediately out of his Country, and that he muft expeft fuch Orders from us in 
Reply to yopr Report. We expe^ that you will obtain a precife Satisfaflion from him on this 
irf '"k- l” ** ** poffible, and that you do not fuffer yourfclf to be amufed by a Ncgociation 

'fi J-j u- r If during his prefent urgent Neceflity j and when he has con- 

rtned hnnfelf in his Government, under the Countenance and Protedion of our Troops, may 
•fterwarda break the Treaty,- r» / 


Extras 
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Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultations, 6th April 177^ J ’ 

At a Council j PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt, 

■ Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable Geo. Monfon, 

Rich' Barwcll, 1 vr . 

Philip Francis, J qui e . 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Briftow, the Rcfident at the Court of the fJabob Afoph ul 
Dowla. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the Members of the. 

Honourable Supreme Council at Fort William, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I am this Evening honoured by the Receipt of your Letter of the 8th Inftant, containing full and 
explicit Indrudions relative to the Treaty. All I have hitherto faid to the Nabob about it was, that 
the F.nglilh were firmly united to him in Friendlhip, and had therefore authorized me to neeociatc 
this Matter, ° 

On his Excellency’s repeatedly afking me regarding the Terms of the new Treaty, I always an- 
fwered, that I could not, according to my prefent Inftrudlions, finally conclude any thing, but when 
he was at Leifure to give in his Preliminaries, I would forward them for the Approbation of the 
Honourable Board. He appeared anxious to confirm the Treaty of Benares, without taking any- 
Notice of thole made cither at Allahabad, or by the Deputation in the Year 1768. 

This is the Situation in which the Negociation now ftands •, and as I have purpofcly avoided to 
dclccnd to Particulars with his Excellency, the Channel is left open for the Propofitions the Honour- 
able Board are pleafed to inftruft me to make. 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultations, 27th April 1775, 

Extraft of a Letter from the Refident at Oude to the Governor General and Council, dated the 

14th April 1775. 

My laft was on the nth Inftant, fince when I am favoured with your Letter of the 30th ultimo 
I in confequei.ce waited upon his Excellency, and intimated your Commands to him. He at firlb 
exprefted great Difcontent at the Honourable Bo-ird’s proteding Rajah Cheyt Sing j called him his 
Zemindar, of whom he had a Right to require his Rents in Advance ; and told me that he did not 
think 1 was autliorized to make any Reprefentation to him on this Hfad, or that of the Rcleafe of 
the Rohilla Families, for the Governor General would have wrote to him, as well as to me, on 
th'-fc M.atteis I hereupon quoted the Words of my Credentials, and requefted his Excellency 
to coniKier my 1 ruft was general, and that it was intended he Ihould pay Attention to any Reorc. 
entations 1 ftiould make m the Name of the Honourable Board, and this Mode of Negociation had 
been adojittd to fave I rouble on both Sides, ® ^ 

llikcwife quoted the Treaty fubfifting between the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyt Sing, and their 
eirs refpeftivcly, of which the Company were the Guarantees fo long as the Rajah paid his Kifts 

when they became due ; and h.s Excellency on his Part could not^lcmand cither an Increafe of Rent 
or Sums in Advance. va ixcut 

After i,Ion;rConverration, his Excellency confefled he .had on my firft mentioning the Matter 
not iccollcficd the Circumftanccs I had explained to him •, that his Rcafon for granting fhc laft Tun- 
caw, was the Kaj.ihs having once before paid one in Favour of the Company for 1 ‘ivc Lacks of 
Kupce.s, and thovjght he would do it again , befides this, he had at the Thue no otl « Mean o{ 
difcharging ever fo fmall a Part of the Money due from him to the Company. I upon thfs tohi 
ms Excellency, what he alio pretended not to remember, that the Rajah had been induced to pay the 
Firft I iincaw of l-.ve Lacks with great Difficulty, and did it folely to avoid Altercat on That he 

Tc U.roHie Vreat;.*'''"" difad vantagJous to himfelf. and co’ntra?; zl 

Ac my Interview diis i)ay there were many People prefent : I therefore thought it necefT.ru 
the Converlatton which had palled , both to fupport the Honour of the Government andlhZc^effi 

of nw own SnifiAn Jiic ri » 1 r. . . , L^iCUlCi 


IQ 
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fextraA of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 6th June 
Trandation of the propofcd Articles of the Treaty with the Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah. 

The Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah, Jeayaa Cawn Behadre, Hozeblus Jung, on the one Part; and the 
Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the Members of the Supreme Council 
of Fort William, for and in the Name of the Englilh Eaft India Company, on the other Parr, 
agreeable to the following Articles. 

Firft. That univerfal Peace, firm Friendfliip, and perfc6b Union, (hall for ever be ellablilhed be- 
tween the Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah and the Engiilh Eaft India Company ; the contracting Powers, with 
a View of maintaining a reciprocal Fricndlhip in the future, (hall not for any Caufe, or under any 
Pretence, encourage the Reiats and the Inhabitants of their Soubahs in committing Hoftilities and 
Difturbanccs, and every Thing (hall be avoided by the faid Powers which might occafion them; 
their Friends and Enemies arc mutual ; and any Perfon who (hall run away and take Refuge in the 
Country of one of the faid Parties, (hall be given up to the other, and no AlTiftance afforded 
him. 

Second. The aforefaid Nabob engages never to entertain or receive in his Dominions ColTim 
Ally Cawn, the former Soubahdar of Bcngiil, and Sumroo, the Murderer of the Englifli -, even in 
Cale of his getting them into his Hands, he will out of Friendfliip make them Prifoners, and de- 
liver them up to the Engli(l|^ComptHiy. He alfo engages nor, for any Caufe or under any Pretence* 
to entertain Europeans of any Nation in his Service, without the Confent of the Engli(h Com- 
pany : That he will prevent, oppofe, and fend back fuch as offer to come in, to pafs through, or 
remain, or (hall now be in his Dominions without the Perwannah of the Englilh Company. 
The Europeans of every Nation in the Service of the faid Nabob arc hereby difmiflcd ; and now 
and in the future he engages never to entertain the faid Europeans ; and to deliver up to the 
Englilh Company fuch of their Servants who have deferted or may defert, in cafe of his apprehend- 
ing them. 

Third. If the King (hould write any Thing relative to the Aifairs of the Nabob Afuf ul 
Dowlah to the Englilh Serdars, they will attend to the Satisfaction, Advantage, and Inclination of 
the faid Nabob, and not confent to what the King may fay or write. In like Manner, if the King 
Ihould write to the Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah, relative to the Aifairs of the Englilh Serdars, he wiil 
attend to their Satisfaction, Advantage, and Inclination, and not confent to what he may fay or 
write. 

Fourth. The Countries of Corah and Allahabad (hall always and for ever remain in the Polfef- 
fion of the Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah, on the fame Footing as the Soubah of Oude; and they (hall 
on no Account in the future be difturbed by the Englilh ; nor will they ever requeft a Dam or 
Derrum, or any Thing from the faid Countries. The Englilh Serdars engage to defend the 
Soubah of Oude at ail Times, and Corah and Allahabad until the Pleal’ure of the Court of Di- 
reftors (hall be known. 

Fifth. The faid Nabob, for the Defence of his Country as above fpecified, declares, that he 
has given up of his own free Will and Accord, unto the Englifh Company, all the DiflriCts 
dependant on Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the Land and Water Duties, and the Sovereignty 
of the faid DiftriCts in Perpetuity — That the Englilh Company (hall, after One Montli and a 
Half from the Date of this Treaty, take upon them the Sovereignty and Poffeflton of the 
Diftrids under Rajah Cheyt Sing, as hereunder fpecified ; viz. 

Sircar Benares, The DiftriCfs of Junapore, 

Sircar Cluimar, ' Bighpore Bahdore, 

SuktelTgun, Mullbooz Kawfs. 

The Sircar Gauzypore, 

I hc Purgunnahs of Scckunderpore, jeride, Shaay, Abad, Toppa, Surchehur, &c. as formerly, 

The Mint and Cutwally of Benares. 

Sixth. The 'Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah, for the Aid and Afflffance of the Englilh Troops when 
ftationed with him, (hall pay Monthly, from the Date of this Treaty, for the Charges of a Rii- 
gadc, the Sum of Two Lacks Sixty thoufand Oude Sicca Rupees, of the i6th Year, agreeable 
to the prefent Currency.— If in future this Currency Ihould be abolilhed, the Dccrcafe or Jncreal'e 
of Batta (hall be mutually given and received by the Parties. The Particulars of a Brigade 
are ; viz. 

Two Battalions, or One Regiment of Europeans, 

One Company of Artillery, and 
Six Battalions of Sepoys. 

The aforefaid Nabob (hall, whenever the Englilh Troops pafs the Boundaries of the Company’s 
Provinces at his Requeft, pay the ftipulatcd Sum Monthly from that Time until their Return to 
the abovefaid Boundaries. 

Seventh. If the aforefaid Nabob (hall ever require the Aid and AlTiftance of the Englilh Com- 
pany, for the Defence of any .other of his Countries beffdes thofe above fpecified, he Will fix fome- 
thing for the Company proportioned to the Service. 

Set. Com. Rtp. II. F The 
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The Englilh Company and all the Englifh Scrdars, engage to perform whatever Articles are 
now mutually fettled •, and in the future, during the Life of the Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah, they 
will never vary or depart from them. — They will not, in any Refpeft or Manner, make Requefta 
of any thing new, contrary to the Tenor of this Treaty* 

The Parties mutually fwcar according to their refpeflive Faiths, to abide by thefc Engagements* 
Dated the 20th of Rubby-ut-Euril, 1 185 of the Hegira, or the aid of May 1775. 

A true Tranflatiort. 

(Signed) John Briflow, 

Ref' at the Court of the Nabob of Otrde. 

Compared with an attelled Copy fent down by Mr. Briftow, and found to be alf exadf Tranf!a> 
tion, except that the Word Bahdoer, in the Lift of Diftritfts, was omitted, which I have 
inferted. 

J. H. D*Oylcy, 

Xa* Peff T'. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Confultations, 6th June tyy^* 

Extraft of Lettef from Mr. Briftow to the Governor General, Hated jOfflap oppofiic to Konnajee# 

22d May 1775. 

I humbly fubmit my Conduft to the Honourable Board, in agreeing to the Sum of Fifty thoufand 
Rupees a Month for the Increafe of Subfidy, as Murtehret Cawn repeatedly obferved to me. Benares^ 
&c. now ceded to the Company inftead of 22 Lacks, might be eftimated at Fifty per Annum, it 
being rented, the Difference between thefe Two Sums, urScr its real Value. To transfer fuch « 
Revenue to the Englilh, and at the fame Time confent to an Increafe of Subfidy for defending Oude 
only, for in faft the Stipulation, in regard to Corah and lllahabad, could hardly be confidcred bind- 
ing, when l,cttcrs from the Court of DireAors might arrive the very Day after the (igning of thp 
Treaty, and leave the Company at Liberty to require new Terms for this Service. He for a long 
Time, in the Name of the Nabob, therefore pofitively fejefted this Article ■, but after much Per- 
fuafion, I convinced him of the Propriety of it ; and as the Honourable Board did not fix a Sum* 
and the Juniftiire was favourable for concluding every Point, I thought it prudent to accept wha* 
was offered. 

Together with the Treaty I received Purwannahs from the Nabob to Rajah Cheyt Sing, the 
Cutwah, and the Dorogo of the Mint at Benares, direding them to deliver over the feparate Trufta 
to the Company at the ftipulatcd Time. I have enclofed the original Perwannahs by this Night’s 
Dawk to Mr. Motte, defiring him and the other Parties to acknowledge the Receipt of them. 


Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, 6th June 1775. 

Tranftation of an Agreement under the Seal of his Excellency the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah. 

In cafe of any Perfons having any Demand, or having received Tunkaws on Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
or on the Diftrids under him, agreeable to my Orders, fuch Demands or Tunkaws do not depend on 
the faid Rajah, or on the laid Diftrifts, but arc due from myfelf. 

The PolTcfllon and Sovereignty in Perpetuity of the faid Diftrids under the faid Rajah, without 
Incumbrances, Delay, Dues, Debts, Xuncaws, 1 wholly give up to the Coinnanv at 

the Expiration of One Month and a Half. ^ ’ 

Dated the 20th of Rubby ut Ewut, 1185 of the Hegira, or the 21ft of May 1775. 

A true Tranftation. 

(Signed) John Briftow, 

Res’ at the Court of N** of Owdc, 

Compared with an attefted Copy fent down by Mr. Briftow, and found to be an exad Tranftation. 

(Signed) J. H. D’Oyley, 

pn '^r 


Extrad of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 3d Auguft 1775. 

Par. 2. It is now with the greateft Satisfadion we can inform you that the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah 
has confcnied fully and totally to the Terms we propofed for a new Treaty with him, as advifed you 
9 ' in 
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111 our Letter of the 24.th Much la ft. The Treaty was finally adjufted between the Kabob and the 
Kefidcnt at his Court, on the aift May laft, and the Ratification executed by us immediately after 
the Receipt of the Treaty. 

3. In the Confukation fefetred to in the Margin, is inferted an exad Copy of the Tteaty as figned 
by us. The Articles differ ui nothing ellential from thofe agreed upon to be offered to the Nabob 
when we firft determined to renew our Alliance with him. The Ccffion of Benares, and the other 
Territories of the R^ah Cheyt Sing, to the Company, wc flatter ourfcJvcs will prove pcrfcdtly agree- 
able to your Ideas, aiS it conveys a valuable Acquifition to the Company, without incumbering them 
with tiny new Engagements, or loading them with additional Expence j nor indeed is it liable to the 
Objeftion of involving them in thp Trouble of new Colleftions and new Eftabiifliments, with ail 
the Diforders which attend them. The Revenue which accrues from this Acquifition amounts to 
Rupees 23,72,65%; 12. o, and will be paid by the Rajih in monthly Payments as a neat Tribute* 
without rendering any Account of his Collcftions, or being allowed to enter any Claim for De- 
dudtions. You will obferve (hat the Ccfllon of the whole Zemindary of Cheyt Sing; with all the 
Powers and Rights annexed to it, is made immediately to the Honourable Eaft India Company, 
without any Participatioi" with the Soubah of thefe Provinces, or any formal Union of Title or 
Pofl'cffion between this and the Company’s former territorial Acquifitions. In the Treaties entered 
into with the late Vizier Sujab Dowlah, in the Years 1765 and 1770, the Company’s Reprefentatives 
aded-as Plcnipotentjarieafrojp,theNj|%)bNudjum-ul-Dowlah, and his ^cccfforSyef-ul-OowUh. — Wc 
hope that our fccuring to the Company the excliifive Right to the rich Zemindary of Benares, inde- 
pendant of the Sovereignty qi^^^pgal, 4 mill be deemed a 'Service of Importance to iheir Intcrdh, 
and favoured with their ApprqBBion. It is not yet finally fctclcd with the Rajah whether the Tri- 
bute (hall be paid at Patna or Calcutta. We wait his Anfwcr to our Propofal on this Head, as well 
as to fome others, regarding theCutwally and Mint at Benares^ and to our Recommendation of his 
keeping up a Body of. Qavalry, to be ready for our Affiftance when called upon i When thefe Mat- 
ters are adjufted, we (hall duly advife you j in the mean while the Governor Genefal’s Propofals re* 
fpeding them, and our Deliberations upon them, will be feen in the Confultations, 


Extrad of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated nth September 1775. 

• 

Par. 10. Incur Letter of the 3d Auguft, of which you will receive a Duplicate by this Ship, you arc 
advifed of tiic Acquifition of the Territories of Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Company, and of the Steps 
which wc had then taken towards fettling with him for that Zemindary. On the i6th of that 
Month we again took this Subjed into Conlideration, and called the Vackecl before us, who had re- 
ceived an Anfwcr from his Matter to our firft Offer •, but not being able to afeertain from him the 
Finenefs and Quantity of the Silver of the Goulhary Rupees, in which Coin the Tribute from the 
Rajah is to be paid, nor the exad Amount which the late Farmers of the Mint and Cutwally at 
Benares, and the Cutwally at Juanporc, had paid annually to the Nabob and his Officers, for the 
Grant of thofe Articles * we judged it neceffary to appoint a Perl’on to proceed to Benares, to make 
fundry local Inveftigations into thefe and other Points, to enable us to come to a final Adjuftment 
with the Rajah-, and wc accordingly appointed Mr. Francis Fowke. In the mean Time we agreed 
that the Rajah ftould continue p pay at Benares the exad Sum, and in the fame Species of Rupees 
as he had paid to the late and prefent Nabobs of Oude that is to fay, 23,72,656. pa. Gourfhay 
Rupees, cxdufive of the Mint, Cutwally, and other Articles, which the Nabob held in his own 
Right. 


Extrad of Minute of General Cljivcring, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, in Secret Confultations, 

7th December 1775. 

The permanent Advantages fecured to the Company by our Treaty with the prefent Subahdar of 
Oude, arc equally conipicuous and important -, they have extorted an Acknowledgment from the 
Governor General, with which lie has not been accuftomed to honour any Mcafurcs but his own* 
In Return for an Acquifition of Twenty-two Lacks a Year for ever, with an Incrcafc of Fifty thou- 
fand Rupees to the Monthly Subfidy of the Brigade, befides many other Advantages and honourable 
Stipulations, hardly any thing is granted on our Part but a pcrfonal Guarantee of the fame Countries 
to the Son which »e were before bound to guarantee to the Father. The Frontier Country of 
Gliazipure muft at ariy rate have been defended by our Arms in cafe of an Invafion, whether the 
Revenues of it had been ceded to the Company, or not. Thefe Revenues arc in Effed a clear Gain 
to the Company, and a fcafonable Relief to the declining Circulation of Bengal. The Meafure is 
ftridly and exclufively ours : The original Plan was oppofed in every Step by the Governor General 
and Mr. Barwell. It gives us the higheft Satisfadion to obferve, that by the Terms of the Treaty* 
the Guarantee of the Nabob’s Dominions, and the Service of the Company’s Troops, were exadly 
confined within the fame Limits which the Court of Diredors in their laft Letter have thought fit to 
prefctibe to us in our Engagements with the Vizier. 


6 jitaii 
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Secret Confultation, 29th February 1776. 

lixtra«fl from the Governor General’s Oblervations on the Minute of General Clavering, Colonel 
Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 21ft November 1775. 

Par Q. The new Treaty with Afoph 0 *Dowla is certainly advantageous to the Company, if the 
Conditions of it can be fulfilled ; but of this I ever did, and do ftill, entertain a Doubt, notwithftand- 
ing the Acknowledgments which it is faid to have extorted from me, but which I do not rem^ifnber 
to have expreffed, and now difclaim j for I cannot deem it honourable to have extorted from the 
Nabob, Conceflions inconfiftent with our former Treaties, to which the Ncccffity of his Situation 
alone obliged him, however unwillingly, to fubmit. 


Extraift of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 15th Januar;|, 1776. 

Par. 14. The Amount of the yearly Tribute of Rajah Cheyt Sing, fixed by his Treaty with the late 
Nabob of Owdc, was Benares Rupees 22,48,449, befides which we find that he paid a further annual 
Tax, under the Head of Nuzzerana Rupees, Rupees 90,000, which, confiftently with our Refolution 
to exaft the fame from him as he paid to the late Vizier, we think the Company had an undoubted 
Right to, and therefore we refolvcd to fix the Sum, adding the.,J|falue or a few Articles, which 
we had left the Settlement of to Mr. Fowke, at Benares RupC'es 23,40,209, or Sicca Rupees 
22,66,180 ' ' Decimals. We have authorized Mr. Fowke to treat with the Rajah for the Payment 
of this Sum by monthly Inftalments at Calcutta ; and we have Reafon to hope, from the Conceflions 
we have made to him in the Articles of the Mint and Cutwally, that he will take upon himfclf this 
Remittance on moderate Terms. Mr. Fowke has received from him 7,09,000 Rupees to the 20th 
ultimo, and we have direded him to remit this Amount through the Hands of the Rajah, or by Bills 
obtained from the Merchants at Benares. 

15. It appearing that the Coinage flruck for many Years paft in the Mint at Benares, has been 
debafed in Proportion to the annual Rent paid by the Perfon who farmed it to Government, we 
thought it advileablc to fix a proper Weight and Standard to* be invariably obferved by the Rajah 
in all Money which might be coined, on Pain of forfeiting the Mint, and being liable to any Penalty 
the Board might think fit to impofc on the firft Initance of any Deviation ; and to obviate any Ob- 
jections on his Part, we relinquiihed the Sum which had been ufually paid for that Farm. 

16. Conceiving alfo that no Profits could bejuftly yielded by the Cutwallies, above the Expence 
of their Ellablifliments, we were unwilling to encourage Opprcflion, or to furnilh a Pretence for the 
Rajah or his Minifters to introduce or give Sanction to any venal Perquifites in his Courts i we alfo 
remitted the Sum commonly paid to the Nabob for a Grant of them. 


Extract of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 20th March 1776. 

Par. 37. ,Rajah Cheyt Sing has now agreed to pay the Amount of his Tribute, being Sicca Ru- 
pees 22,66,180, into the Treafury at Calcutta, by equal monthly Kifts or Inftalments, and is to 
receive 2 per Cent. Premium on the Amount for the Charge of Remittance; we have allowed 51 
Days Grace for every monthly Payment to be made after the Period on which it actually becomes 
due, in order to enable him to procure Bills, or to remit Aflets to anfwer the Payment within that 
Term : And to fccurc his being exad in the punctual Dil'charge of his monthly Kifts, we have agreed 
to impofe a Penalty in cafe of Failure of ^ per Cent, per Diem on the Amount of all deficient Pay- 
ments, after the Expiration of the Term of 51 Days. A Sunnud for his Zemindary fliall be fur- 
niflied him on thefe, and the Conditions before agreed on. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor and Council General, in their Secret Department, 

at Fort William, 15th April 1776. 

The Secretary having prepared the Sunnud and Potta for Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Zemindary, now begs 
Leave to lay them before the Board, with Copy of an Obligation to be executed by him for the Re- 
mittance of hts Tribute. The Board having figncd the former. 

Ordered, That they be tranfmitted to him, and Tranflations of all of them entered in this 
Place. 


Tran^donjf ^e Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheyt Sing, for the Zemindary of Gawzipore, 

Cu?dv‘Jtor?'^m ‘n '0 Canongoes, Muckudums, Ryotts, 

roH r^nn ’ belonging to Sircar Benares, cluzipore, 

andChunara, in the Soubah of Allahabad; That whereas by virtue of a Treaty with the Nabob 

Aloph 
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Afoph u 1 Dbwlah, c6ncl«dcd on the aoth of Rubby ul Awql, 1189 Hyjeric, or 2 ift May 1775, the 
GovernnKnt and Sovereignty of the Sircars abovementioned has been ceded to the Honourable 
Eaft India Company from the 4th of Jummady ul Awal, 1189 Hyjerkr, or 4th July 1775, the laid 
Eaft India Company therefore, purfuant to the Rights thereby obtained, do confirm unto Rajah 
Cheyt Sing the Zemindary, Aumeeny, and Toyjcdarry of the faid Circars agreeably to the Zemmun, 
together with the Cutwallies of Juanpore and Benares, and the Mint of Benares, from the laid Date. 
"VVljatever Gold and Silver fhall be coined in the Mint, the laid Rajah lhall coin conformably to 
his Mackulka, He is not to be in the fmalleft Particular remifs in the Obfervation and Execution 
of the fevcral Duties incumbent on him ; he is to behave with Moderation and Kindnef; to the 
Ryotts and People, to promote the Cultivation and Increafe of Inhabitants, and Produce of the 
Lands, expelling Thieves, nightly Aflaultcrs and Robbers, and fo effectually punilhing the Dillurbers 
of the Peace, that nd Trace of them may be feenj^and he is to pay a Tribute of 23,40,249 Benares 
Muchlidar Rupees, or aa, 66, 180 Calcutta Siccas, Annually to the Company’s Treaiunes. Should 
he receive Orde^ to pay the above Revenue at Benares, he fliall in that Cafe pay the Sum of 
23,40,249 Bcnarcs'Muchlidar Rupees, each Rupee to weigh 10 Mafia, and to contain Two Ruttee 
and 2 Chowis of A 1 I(W« and no more; fliould the Weight be Icfs or the Alloy more, he lhall make 
up the Deficiency. Whenever the Money fliall not be wanted at Benares, he is to remit the 
Annual Amount of 22,66,180 Sicca Rupees punduatly, agreeably to his Kills .and Muckulka, by 
monthly Payments at Calcutta. In Confideration of which, he .fliall be allowed a Deduebon of 
2 per Cent, amounting in all to S* R' 44,434. 14. 5. Account Hindowunny, which being deduded, 
the net Amount is 22,21,7145. i. 7. S' R’ of Calcutta, which he is to pay .at that Place. After 
the Settlement of Account at the End of the Year, he fliall in the cuftomary Manner receive Credit 
for his Payments; and he is by 00 Means to colled the prohibited Abwank of the Durgali of llis 
Majefty. This Sunnud being granted, is to remain in ForCfc and all former Sunnuds to become null 
and void. YouthcMuttifiddiesand Perfons abovementionca are to regard the laid R.ijah as the truly 
and lawfully Pofleflbr of Zemindary, Aumeny and Foujedarry of the above Circars, and to acknow- 
ledge his Authority in the fevcral Ads appertaining thereto. Know that we have here ilfued the iiioft 
Itrid and pofitivc Commands, and obey them accordingly. 

Written on the 25tli of Suffer 17 Sun, or 15 April 1776. 

Signed by the GovernotGcncral and Council. 

The Zemun. 

The OfHcc of iHc Zemindary of Sircar Benares, Gauzipore, Chundara, the Cutwauly, the Doties 
of the Mint in the Soubah of Illahabad, have been conferred upon the great Chief Rajah Cheyt Sing 
Bchadrc, alfo the Aumeeny and Fouzdarry. 

Mohals 19; viz' 

Sircar Benares, Chundara, Sircar Gauzipore, Mohals of Juanpore, comprehending Maul and 
Duties, Havily, Mahomed, Abaci Benares. The Laiis Daunis, or for fupplying cloathing to tha 
King. Purgunnah Bhadury, the Talook of Sukramrow in Cliuiidar Sukcegur, Bidgepore, Sekun- 
derpore Thireed, Shady Abad, Tuppa, Seringa. 

The Cutwally’ and Duties of Benares free. 

D’ D“ of Juanpore D" 

The Mohal of the Mint of Benares D° 

The Benares Mukiemi, or Brokerage ; the Sungicrizzenrou, or Stone, weighing of Benares .and 
the other Malrnls ; the Yauteratinley, or Office of Mutefaub of Benares. 


Copy of, a Potta granted to Cheyt Sing. 

This Potta, containing the under written Stipulations, is granted unto Raja Cheyt Sing Behadrc, 
Sircar Benares, Gauzipore, Chunar, and the Mohals of Sircar of Juanpore, comprehending the 
Maul and Duties, Havily Mahomed Abad Benares, the Kaufdoms in Purgunnah Bhadury, 'I'alook 
of Sunkaramow in Purgunnah Chunara, Sucktefgura Bijeepere, Sircar Gazipore, Purgunnah Sekun- 
cierpore, Kheirud Shady, Abaud, Putna, Sir^unjea, including the Cutwally Duties of Juanpoieand 
Benares, the Mint of Benares, the Mokeeiiiy»Yatifaub, and Stone, weighing both Maul ami Duties, 
and the Dewanny Duftoor, excepting the Nancar of Half the Jaghicr of Bhadury, the exempted 
Jaghcers, and Ayma, which have been infertedior a Length of Time in the Accounts as Dedudbons. 
All the Articles of the Tahud are fettled upon you, from the 4ih January-ul-Awul, 1189 Hyjerie, 
or the 4th of July 1775 Englifh, at a Stipulation per Annum of 23,40,209 Mahidar Benares Rupees, 
not flrortof the Weight of 10 Mafla each, and not containing a greater Portion of Alloy than 1 wo 
Ruttiesand TwoBcrinjie, agreeable to your Muckulka and Cabooleat. This Sum you will there- 
fore pay ; but fhould it not fuit the Convenience of the Company to receive it at Benares, you are 
to pay It in Calcutta, in Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, amounting in which Specie to S'R‘ 22,66,180; the 
Amount of Hindooaun or Exchange allowed you at the Rate of Two per Cent, is R’ 44,434. 14. 5. 
which being dedudlcd, the net Sum will be 22,21,745. i. 15. S’ R' of Calcutta. This you are to 
Stt. Com. Rep. it. G pay 
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pay without the leaft Dcduaion or Depreciation whatever, in the Coarfc of each 

Ements aprecably to your feparatc Kiftbundee. This you arc to pay without any Allowance to 

LbbundJe. ^ Yon will remit the Money to Calcutta without fail, conformably to the faid Kiftbuodcci 


Particulars of the Tribute; viz.’ 


Former Caboolcat ~ 

Deduct 

Namar — * — < -*« R* 

Exempted Lands — — •— 

Maaffy Fourth Part and Syra Sicca » 

; Jaj’hier of Bhadway — — 

Aitamgau of Mufllim aut Narad Bafio 


Add 

Nuzzerana — —• ' 

Tnppa — — 

Nukeeme, See. — — — 

( 

Encreafe 

I'otal — — — 

Dedud — — • — 


20,86,607 — ^ 


9,800 — — 
8,000 — — * 
2,358 

67,500 ^ — 
500 


^^0,000 * 

3*4,207 12 
1,800 — " 


2,50,000 — . 
■ 34,207 12 


Benares Rupees 
Batta to reduce them into Siccas 

Remain Sicca Rupees 
Deduct Hindooaurin 


88,158 — ^ 


I9»98W49 


1,26,007 12 — . 


2,15,79* 4 — 

23,40,249 

74,069 

22,66,180 — — 
44,434 *4 5 


Remains net Amount in Siccas — 22,21,745 i 15 

Written on the 26th of Suffer, 17th Year, or 15th April 1776. 


Extradt of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 24th December 1776. 

Par. 37. It is with Angular Satisfaftion we obferve at any Time the Attention paid by our Servanta 
to the great intcrefts of their Employers •, and it is with particular Pleafure we here fignify our entire 
Approbation of the late Treaty concluded with Afoph ul Dowlah, Succeffor of Sujah’Dowlah, by 
which fuch Terms are procured as feem to promife us Iblid and permanent Advantages. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Secret De* 

partment, the 9th July 1778. 

Extraft of Governor General’s Minute. 

Secondly. That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required in Form t%., c ontribute his Share of the Burthen 
of the prclciit War, by confenting to the Eftablifhmcnt of Twee regular Battalions of Sepoys, to 
be sailed and maintained at Ids Expence. 

Mr. Francis — On the Suppofition that the Detachment now employed under Colonel Lcdie will 
not return lor a Length of Time into the Provinces, I acquiefee in the Propofal relative to Rajah 
Clicyt Sing j but I think he fhould be informed, that this additional Charge will not be impoii'cd 
on Iiim beyond the Continuance of the prefent War. 

The Governor General— The Qiialification propof^ by Mr. Francis is confonant to my Inten- 
tion in the Qiicltion, and is implied in it : 1 Ihould have no Objection to its being exprellcd in an 
additional Claulc. That our Refolutions upon this Subjeft ni"ay be unanimous, 1 agree to add to 
the (^lellion the following Words, “ and to be diUjtandcd at the End of the War j” but perceiv- 
ing that the Diflerence in our Opinions upon the Subjeft arifes, not from a Difagreement rerpe£ling 
the Requifition Amply conAdcred by itfelf, but from a different Underftiinding of the Right of the 
Company to exaiff, under any Preffure of Affairs, more than the Sum Aipulated by the Sunnud 
granted to Cheyt Sing, and the Caboleat given by him in Return, I muft adhere to the Queftion as 
it Hands, wifhing to avoid the Qiicftion of Right. If, however, we cannot agree upon this Point, 
Hill I would wifli to have the Requifition made in the Words of the Queftion, and leave the Deciftoa 
of future Right to our Superiors. 

Mr. Whelcr — Wifhing to avoid the Queftion of Right, 1 acquiefee in the Motion; but I think it 
fliould be qualified in the Manner propolcd by .Mr. Francis. 

o Mr. 
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Mr. Barwell— An Acquifition of Revenue and Military Force I fuppofe to have been annexed to 
the Grant of the Zemindary of Benares and Gauziporc to the Company. Any nnluary iMtabhib- 
ment, independent of the Englilh Adminiftration, in the Fdeart of the Company’s Donv.nioii';, may, 
in lite Timt of Danger, be turned againtl thofc Ifliiterens which, under another Fcliov, ic waald 
protect. 1 have long regarded the military Ellablithmcnt of Benares under tlic ICijah’s native 
Officers, and not fubjeft to the Difeipline, Cornmand, and Regulation of our Battalions, as a lk*ieci : 
1 therefore moll heartily agree to the prefent PropCfal for Three difeiplined Battalions to be kejit 
up and paid by the Rajah, and fincercly hope the Company will dired, that the whole Fore ? of 
Benares and Gauzipore under the Zemindar, be placed upon the fame Footing as the regular milit ny 
Force of the Prefidcncy. 

The Governor General — 1 agree to theQueftion in the original Terms of it, deeming it a Right 
inherent in every Goveroment to impofc /uch Affcflments as it judges expedient lor the toin non 
Service and Proteflion of all its Subjeds > and wg not ptecluded from ic by any Agieciucnc 
Ibbfifting between the Ra^ and this Givernment. ^ 

Refolved, That R^ah Cheyt Sing be required dwFb^n to contribute his Share of tlic Burrlien 
of the prefent War, by the Eftabliffiment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be railed and 
maintained at his Envmtx s and the Governor General is rcquelled to write to him to that 
Effed. , “ ' • 

't. % 

• . To Raja||;.Cheyt Sirigl Written iij;h July 1778. 

War having been declared between the Courts of Great Britain and France, by the former on the 
i8th March or i8lh Suffer, and by the lat|er on the fbth of March, or ill of Rubbee ul Awal, 
1192 Hcjcree, I am to requeft of you in my own Name, and that of the Board, as a Suh]ed; of the 
Company, bound to promote their lht;pr«ft on every Occafion, to contribute your Share of the Bur- 
den of the prefent War» which Wilfj^ally aff&fbyour InteiTO and ours. It has been determined by 
the Board, that an Eftablilhmwit o^T^ec Regular BattitSorifbf Sepoys, to be commanded by Britifli 
Officers, be raifed and maintained at your Experice, and employed on fuch Service as the Situation of 
Affairs may require. I have no Doubt but, regarding this Meafure equally conducive to your own 
and the Company's Intereft, you will with the greateft Readinefs comply, and 1 hope you will inti- 
mate your Confent without Delay. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in their Secret Department, 17 th 

Auguft 1778. 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letters, See. 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Rajah Cheyt Sing, and in- 
forms the Board, that having called upon Ally Nucky, the Riyah’s Vackcel, for an Explanation of 
his Maftcr’s further Sentiments upon the Subjeft of it, he received the following Anfwer from the 
Vackcel, being the Subftance of a long Converfation, viz. I'hat his Maftcr was at ali Times ready 
to pay Obedience to the Commands of the Board, and to afford every Proof of his Attachment to 
the Company j and that the Rajah had authorized him to declare his Acquicfcencc in the Requifi- 
tion of a Subfidy equal to the Expcnce of Three Battalions of Sepoys, for the Service of the 
War. 

The Vackecl contended much for fixing the Sum of the Subfidy at Three Lacks of Rupees. The 
Governor told him, it could not be Icfs than Five -, and received his Confent in his Maftcr’s Name, 
and in virtue of the Authority which he derived from the Rajah, to the Payment of that Sum for 
One Year, his Authority extending no further. 

The Governor General is of Opinion, that as the Rajah’s Confent has been exprefied with fuch a 
Limitation, and eluded in his writtcngAnfwers, the Payment of the Subfidy ought not to be left fub- 
to the Contingencies which theWurfe of a Year may produce, but immediately demanded. Me 
computes that the Amount of Three Battalions of Sepoys, on Double Batta, exclufivc of I'ents, Arms, 
and contingent Charges, will amount to 4,76,000 R*. On thefc Grounds he moves, 'I'hat the Sub- 
fidy to be paid by Rajah Cheyt Sing, for the Maintenance of Three Battalions of Sepoys during the 
Courfe of the War, be fixed at the annual Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees •, and that he 
be immediately required to pay that Sum into the Hands of the Rcfidcnt Mr. Graham. 

^ (Signed) * Warren H aftings. 

acquiefee, though in my own Opinion it would anfwer as well to us, .and be Icfs 
the T^'b^ Rajah, if the Subfidy werem^ded in equal Proportions to the montiily Receipts of , 

P. Francis, 

I .agree, R. Barwell, 

Agreed, E. Whcler. 


From 
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From Maha Rajah Chcyt Sing. Received 30th July, 

I have been honoured by the Receipt of your gracious Letter, communicating the Intefligentie of 
a War having broke out between the Courts of Great Britain and France, and defiring me to take on 
myfclf a Sliarc of the Burthen of Expcncc. My Patron ! 1 am the Servant of the Sircar ; 1 will 

write you more fully herealtcr. On all Occafiohs I am hopeful of your HighnelV* Favour and 
Support. 

Kcrolvcd, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham ; and that Notice of the Board’s 
Rclolution be given to the Perlian Tranflator, that a Letter be accordingly prepared to be fent to 
Kajah Chcyt Sing. . ' i*' 


1 hinking it ncceflary that Rajah Chcyt Sing (hould be required to contribute his Share to fupport 
the Burthen of the prefent War with France, we refolvcd that Three Battalions of Sepoys Ihould be 
raifed and maintained at his Expence : And the Rajah, in Anfwer to a Letter which the Governor 
General wrote to him on the Occafion, having, by Means of his Vackecl, ^eed to pay a Subfidy of 
Five Lacks of Rupees for One Year, but not authorized his Vackeel to extend his Acquiefcence 
further, we deem it nccclTary, and have accordingly Ordered, tj^t the Rajah Iball immediately pay 
this Sum into your Hands j you will therefore receive the fame from him, and remit the Amount of 
it to the Prelidcncy. 

We are, &c. 

P’ort William, 

17th Auguft, 1773. . . * ^ 

t- «' '■ '■ " ■ * 

To Rajah Chcyt Sing. Written 17th Auguit 1778. 

I have been favoured with your Letter, intimating your Confent to the Requttition made to you 
by this Government as a Subjeft of the Company, to bear a Part of the Expcncc of the prefenc 
^Var . 1 am plcalcdwith your ready Compliance; of this indeed 1 could have no Doubt, as your In- 
terefl: is equally concerned with the Company’s in the Succefs of it. The Expened of keeping up 
Three regular Battalions has been calculated, and found to amount to Five Lacks of Rupees per 
Annum, at which Rate your annual Subfidy has been accordingly fixed. I am therefore to defire, 
in the Name of this Government, that you will pay immediately to Mr. Thomas Graham the Sum 
of hive Lacks ofMuckledar Rupees, llius you will perform your Duty to the Company, and fecure 
their Favour and Support. 


Extradl of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 17th Auguft 1778. 

Par. 12. We have agreed to augment our own Military Eftablilhmcnt, by the Addition of 15 
Companies of Native Artillery, and 9 Battalions of Sepoys. Three of thefc Battalions arc now 
forming by Drafts from the regular Troops which are ftationed in the Nabob’s Dominions, and the 
other Six will be compofed of Recruits ; but as we think it juft that Rajah Cheyt Sing Ihould con- 
tribute his Part to the Charges of the War, we have determined that Three of thefe Battalions (hall 
be railed and maintained at his Expence, by Means of a Subfidy of Five Lacks per Annum which 
he has agreed to pay for One Year. ’ 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Q|^ncil, in their Public Department, 

28th September 1778. 

Extras of Letter from the Refident at Benares, dated the 14th September 1778. 

I think it ncceflary to inform you, that notwithftanding Seventeen Days arc elapfed fince your 
Orders arrived here, direfling the Rajah to pay into my Hands »hc Subfidy he had agreed to pay, of 
Five Lacks of Mutchilidar Rupees, he has not yet paw me One Rupee; and offerr, as a Kcalbn, 
his Inability to difeharge the Whole at once ; and requefls me io receive it by Monthly Payments. 
Your Honourable Board’s Orders authorizing nothing of the Kind, I have acquainted him that it is 
impoflible for me to come into his Requeft ; and haveftpeated my Requifition, which I have indeed 
been urging every D.iy fince the Receipt of your Orders, to pay me the whole Amount as fpcedily 
as pofiible. ’ 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Rajah Chcyt Sing : 


Fron 
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From Rajah Chcyt Sing, aSth September* 

1 have been honoured with your gracious Lc«er, defiring that I will, aa a Subjed of the Com- 
pany, take on myfclf the Payment of Five Lacks of Mutchledar Rupees, as my Proportion of the 
Expences of the prefcnt War, and pay them to Mr. Graham. — Although I have no Ability left, 
and the great Burthen of Expence I laboured under from the Time of the Dcccafe of the late Rajah 
till the Expiration of the Nabob Vizier’s Authority over me is well known to God and your Ex- 
cellency, yet folely with a View to Compliance with your Orders, and to prove my Fidelity, having 
fold and pledged eveff^ thing belpnging to me, I will make good the aforefaid, in Inftalments, in 
Six or Seven Months j ijthough by l|?rting with Wjpf'Effeds, which are clearly ncccflary, I am left 
in a State of Inability fbr the future j yet you will ihqiv me much Favour, that 1 lhall again recover 
myfclf. 

As a Time is,rcqoi|£d for the Sale of my EfTcds, and raifing the Money, I hope, from your 
Kindnefs, that the <^pfrs of Government may take from me in different Payments the faid Sum in 
Sonaut Spepie, as I fliKll not be able to progtire this Sum in Muchledar Rupees ; and that you will 
be gracioofly pleafed to affix your Signatui* to my Requefts, that 1 may apply myfelf with Satit- 
faftlon an'd Affiduity to the BufiilMs of the Sirkar. • 


Governor General — The Subft|jpce of this Letter, and the Requifition made by the Rajah to Mr. 
Graham, differ fo much from the cheerful and ready Acquiefcencc with the Rajah’s Vatkccl, Shaik 
Ally Nuchy, made in his Mailer’s Name, to tlie Dem^diyife made on him for this Subfidy, that I 
think it neceflary, for myo%n Ji»ftification, to call upon the Secretary to certify the Accuracy of my 
Minute, delivered on the 17 th Auguft, containing the Affcnt cxprclft'd by the V.:ckeel, in his Mafter’s 
Name, to the Payment of the Subfidy. * 

The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the Governor General delivered to him the Minute above- 
mentioned, previous to his laying it before the Board, with Orders to explain the Contents of it to 
the Rajah’s Vackeel, that it might correfpond with the Acquiefcence which he had delivered. He ac- 
cordingly communicated the Minute to the Vackecl, and received from him a Confirmation of the 
Terms therein exprefled. 

The Governor General moves, That Orders be written immediately to Mr. Graham, that he do, 
on Receipt of them, demand of the Rajah in Perfon, the Payment of the entire Sum of Five Lacks 
of Rupees in the Space of Five Days j and declare to him, in the Name of this Board, that his Re- 
fufal or Negleft to complcat the Payment within that Time, fhall be deemed equivalent to an abfolute 
Refufal ; and that he be forbidden in that Cafe to hold any farther Intercourfe with the Rajah, until 
he fhall have advifed us of the Particulars of the Rajah’s Conduit in this inftapee, and received 
our Orders in Conlcquencc. 

Mr. Francis— I beg L.eave to a(k. Whether there be any Letter from the Rajah himfelf to the 
Governor, in which his Confent to pay the Five Lacks, in the Manner agreed to by the Vackcel, is 
exprefled, or the Vackeel’s Engagement to that Effcd confirmed ? 

Governor General. — All the Rajah’s Letters will be found in the Book of Perfian Corrcfpondcncc, 
to which I refer i but 1 well rccolle<5l, that the Aflent given by the Vackcel was exprefled in Terms 
the moft peremptory that could be conceived, either confirmed by an Oath, or his own Life pledged 
for the Performance of it. My Minute was drawn up from Heads of what pafled in Converfation with 
the Vackecl ; and when it was explained to him by Mr. Auriol, he was very defirous of correiling a 
Part of it, which made the Acquiefcence of the Rajah appear too general j and that it might be 
Ipecifically limited to One Year, his Powers, he added, extended no further. The Corredion was 
accordingly made upon the Sjior, .m the Room adjoining to this, and the Minute immediately re- 
corded. I defire the Secretary m mention whether this agrees with his Recolledion of the 
‘ Matter. 

I he Secretary very well recollefts the particular Circumflances alluded to by the Governor 
Genera!,^ and therefore offers his Teftimony, that the Vackcel declared he was authorized to ac 
quiefee in the Subfidy for One Year, but no longer, and defired that the Requifition might be 
limited to that Time. The Minute was before indefinite. 

Mr. Francis — I have no Sort of Doubt''j^ the Reality of the Engagements made by the Vackecl j 
the Queftion is, whether they arc^Afts or the Rajah, or made by fufficient Authority from him ? 
If the Vackecl had even a Letter of Credence, relative to the Point in queftion, it would be fuffi- 
cient t if he had, it niuft appear on the Alrfian Correfpondence, and 1 defire the Secretary will 
read it. 

Governor General — I have looked over the Book of Correfpondence •, there are but Two Letters 
upon the Subjeft, the Firfl a Letter recorded in Confultation of the 17 th Auguft, acknowledging 
™ mine, which contained the Firft Requifition of the Five Lacks, and promiDng an 

Anlwcr. The Letter recorded on this Day, appears to be that Anfwer, as it begins with an Ac- 
knowledgment of the Firft Letter, and a fhort Recapitulation of its Subftance. My Firft Letter 
was written on the 1 ith July, Two Months and Seventeen Days from this Date. If an Anfwer 
from the Vackcel, during fo long an Interval, was not to be deemed authentic, the Rajah’s Silence 
was more difrcrpcffful than a dired Refufal j but if it be admitted as an Exculpation, his fureft 

Sst.CoM. Rep. II. H Remedy 
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Remedy agaiiift any A£b of Government will be a Refuf 1 to make any Reply to its Demands, < I 
will not conceal from the Board that 1 have expefted this cvafivc Conduft in the Rajah, having 
been fame l ime part well informed, that he had been advifed in this Manner to procraftinatc the 
Payment of the five Lacks, to afford Time for the Arrival of Dilpatches from England, which 
were to bring Oriicrs for a total Change in this Government and this he was given to expedf would 
produce a Repeal of tlie Demand made upon him by the prefent Government. On intimating my 
SufjJicions of fticli a Dcfign to the Vackcel, he promifed he would write in fo effeftual a Manner 
to his Mailer, as fliould without fail induce him to make an immediate Payment of the Subfidy. 
He this Morning informed me, that his Letter was difpatched on the iith of this Month; its 
Elfefl ought by this Time to have Ihewn itfcif. Sufficient Time will have been given to the Kajah 
to obey the Authority of the Board, by the Arrival of the Orders which I have now propofed ; and 
whether in that Interval he lhall ratify the A<51 of his Vackecl or not, ‘1 fliall confider of little 
Confequencc. If the Board will fopport their own Authority, he fhall be made to yield 
to it. 

Mr. Francis — There is no Qiicftion but the Rajah muft yield to the of this Government, 

and I lhall be as ready as any Member of this Board to fupport its Authority, as long as its 
Power is diredted by Jullice. I did from the firft exprefs a Doubt, whether we had Ilriftly a Right 
to cncreale our Demands upon the Rajah beyond the Terms which we originally agreed to give 
him, which he conlented to, and which, as I have conftantly underllood it, were made the funda- 
mental Tenure by winch he held his Zemindary. If I'uch Demands can be cncrcafed upon him at 
the Difcretioii of the Superior Power, he has no Rights, he has no Property, or at Icaft he has no 
Security for either ; Inllcad of Five Lacks let us demand Fifty or whether he rcfules or is unable 
to pay the Money, tha.* Forfeiture of his Zemind$ry may be the immediate Confequcnce of it, unlefs 
he can find Means to redeem himfelf by a new d'rcaty. Having this Opinion of the Demand itfelf, 
as it originally Hood, it cannot be deemed extraordinary in me, that I fliould proceed with very 
great Caution in enforcing any Penalties which may be propofed to attend his not inftantly com- 
plying with it. It appears tliat the Engagements made by the Vackcel have not been confirmed by the 
Rajah, and that the Vackcel had not even a Letter of Credence from his Mailer. I know the Temper 
of Black Servants too well to punilh their Principals for any Ails done by them, or even to hold 
them bound by I'uch Adis, if not exprelsly or virtually confirmed by thcmfelves. I do not mean by 
what I have faid, that the Board fliould give up the Demand which they have already thought fit to 
make of the Rajah : That Refolution being pafTcd, it only remains for us to take Care that it be 
carried into Execution without Harfhnefs or Violence. The Rajah muft pay the Money, if he has 
it i but I cannot conceive why we fliould infift on his paying it all at once. We do not inftantly 
want it, and it may dillrcfs him in the greateft Degree to part with fucli a Sum at a Angle Pay- 
ment. My Opinion is, theicfore, that the Liquidation of the prelent extraordinary Demand upon 
him, fliould be fettled by Killbundy, and that he ftiould be aflured at tlie fame 1 line, that this 
Board will not make any further Demands upon him. Under fiich a Seitlcmcnc, unanimoufly 
agreed to, it is not likely that the Rajah will delay or evade a due and regular Execution of it, from 
any Hopes he may conceive of future Relief by a Change in this Government. 

The Governor General — The very Demand is itfcif a Proof that the Rajah expefts fuch Relief; 
and with rcfpeCl to his Ability to pay the Sum fo long demanded from him, or even Ten Times 
that Amount, I Ipeak within Compafs, no Man can doubt of it. The Ads of the Majority of 
the Board aie the Ads of the Board. When the Pcrlbn who is the immediate Objed of them. 
Hands fo high in the public Ellimation, and holds Pietenlions, as it appears this Rajah does, to 
a Ibvereign and independent Authority, flich Ads once pafled, ought never to be revoked. The De- 
mand made upon the Rajah was for immediate Payment ; tiie Demand ought to be fupported 
rigidly -, but I will fo far yield to the Neceffity of the Times, weakening as it may prove to the 
Powers of this ( i ivcrnmcnt, at a Crifis which of all others demands their mod vigorous Exer- 
tion, as to (.lailuit to a Comproaiife. The Rajah has requefted, that he may be allowed to pay 
the > 1,111 itqmral of him by Inflalments, within the Space of Six or Seven Months. I will con- 
lint to pardon his pall Contumacy and Dilbbedicnce, on Condition of his confenting to pay the 
entile bum within Three Months ; which Time will have elapfed before the Orders now lent to 
iVlr. fiiaharn can take effed, although not a Rupee fhall have been received to that Period, of the 
P.iyinents which by his own Propofal ought to be halt completed. I defiie, that what I have 
faid may not be milunderflood, I mean only to fhew, that inllcad of the llarffinefs and Rigour 
which have been imputed to this Government, in its prelcnt Condud to the Rajah, he has-been 
treated with a Lenny almoll equal to the Subllance of his own Demands. I think it unneceflary to 
reply further to Mr. Francis’s Minute, as I defire only to obtain his Confeiu to a Meafure upon 
Ins own Principles, which 1 underftand to be, that a public Meafure, nay even an Opinion of 
(iovernment, once palfed, ought to be invari.ably fupported, even by ihofe who oppofed it in tlic 
firft Inllance. 

Mr. Francis— It is generally true, that a Refolution of Government, once paflld, Ihould be fup- 
ported ; but, where the Rights of others are concerned, it is only true with this Provifo that 
Inch Rcfolution.s arc not dircdly contradidory to the Principles of Jufticc, or to the voluntary and 
fundamental Lngagements of the Government itielf. This Board was already bound to the Rajah 
by certain Ads of their own, not carried by a Majority, but unanimoufly agreed to. I defire 
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that they may be itcordeil in this Place as I find them ftated in out Inftruftions to Mr. Fowkc, of the 
a4th Augull 1775, .... 

“ 4th. It will be proper to alTure the Rajah, that we do not mean to increale his Tribute ; but 
“ to require from him the exad Sum, and in the fame Species of Rupees, to be paid at Benares 
“ as he paid to the late Vizier Sujah Dowlah, befides whatever Hquivalcnt may be fixed for the 

Grant of the Mint and Cutwally to him, the Whole to be difeharged by equal monthly Kifts j 
“ and if we (hould find it expedient hereafter to receive the Amount at the Prclldency, a fuitable 
“ Dedudion or Commiflion (hall be allowed to him, for the Expence and Rilk of tranlporting or 
“ remitting it. 

“ 5th. That under the acknowledged Sovereignty of thcOompany, we are determine ! to leave him 
“ the free and uncontrollrjfj Management of the intetllal Government of his Coimtry, ahd the Collcc- 
“ tion and Regulation of the Revenues, fo long as he adheres to the Terms of his Engagements y 
“ and will never demand any Augmentation of the annual Tribute which may be fixed.” 

[f the Opinions of the individual Members who then compofed the Board, fhould be looked back 
to, 1 believe it will ai#ar that the Amount of the Tribute was fixed at a higher Sum than the 
Governor General then thought the Rajah ought to pay. This however is immaterial; 1 only mean 
to (hew that f adhere to my Principles, and that the Doubts which I have confiantly expreffed, of the 
Jufticc of mcrcafing our Demands «pon the Rajah, which, if done at all, may be done ad libitum, 
were not ill founded. 

Governor General — I muft obje£! to the Term “ unaninSous” applied to any Refolution paffed at the 
Period to which Mr. Francis alludes, merely becaufe my Dilfent was not cxprclfed to it. The Quo- 
tation from Mr. Fowke’s Infirudbioni related only to the fixed and annual Revenue, but could never 
be underftoo 4 to preclude that Right, which cvefy Government inherently polTeires, to compel all its 
Dependencies to contribute by extraordinary Supplies to the Relief of extraordinary Emergencies j 
but though it were granted that this Injundtion given to Mr. Fowke did extend to every Mode of 
Supply, (till the Argument will not apply to the prefent C^ueftion. 'I'hc prefent Demand for the 
Subfidy, juft or unjuft, was made unanimoufly ; and therefore, even on that Ground alone, ought 
to be unanimoufly fupported. 

Mr. Francis — Underftanding that the inftanc Payment of the Five Lacks is flill to be demanded 
in the Terms of the firft Propofuion, and that no Relaxation from thofc Terms was intended, 1 am 
againft the Motion. 

Mr. Whcler— I am for the C^eftion; but am further of Opinion, that it (hould be left to 
Mr. Graham to determine, whether to enforce Payment of the Sum required of the Rajah, for the 
prefent Exigencies of Government, by One Payment, or whether to receive it by different InftaU 
ments, not exceeding Three Months from the Firft Payment to the Completion of the Whole. 

Mr. Barwell — The Fadts that have been related to the Board by the Governor General, fpcak the 
abfolute Neccffity of the Motion that has been agitated. In thefe Sentiments it is incumbent on me to 
fupport it ; and I think that in ord^r to its full Eflicacy the Governor General (hould be impowercd 
to purfue fuch Means as may fccurc the Government from a Poffibility of a further Difappoint- 
ment. : 

Governor General-*! cannot confent to the Qualification of the prefent Motion recommended by 
Mr. Whelcr, for the Rcafons I have already affigned. With refpeft to the Propofition implied in 
Mr. Barwcll’s Minute, I (hall take an early Occafion to offer my Sentiments upon it, defiring the 
Subjed to reft here for the prefent. 

Mr. Francis— If Mr. Barwell in his Minute means to give the Governor General, by his Voice, 
any Powers whatfoever independent or cxclufive of the Board, I muft requeft he will be pleafed to 
explain himfelf ; I am fure that nofgch Powers can be wanted on the prefent Occafion. 

Governor General— I beg that the Debate, which is now unncceffary, may end. The Morning 
has already been lolt in Words, As qothing more is propofed to be done, 1 hope it is unncceffary 
that more of our Time (hould be conibmed in incffcdual Debates, even without a profeffed Objed, 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham. 

Sir, 

We have received your Letters of' the 15th July, 9th Auguft, and 14th tnftant. 

We cannot confent to the Requeft of Rajah Cheyt Sing to be allowed to pay the Amount of his 
Subfidy for the Expence of the prefent War, for One Year, by monthly Kills. Our Orders com- 
municated to him by the Governor General, for the immediate Payment, were pofitive ; we there- 
fore confirm thofc Orders, and dired, that on Receipt hereof you wait on the Rajah forthwith, and 
demand of him in Perfon, and by Writing, the Payment of the full Sum of Five Lacks of 
Muchlidar Rupees, the Sum at which the Subfidy is fixed, in Specie to that Amount, to be made 
to you within Five Days of fuch Demand ; and declare to him, in the Name of this Government, 
that his evading or ncglcding to accompUlh the Payment thereof within that Space, (hall be 
deemed equivalent to an abfolute Refufal ; and in cafe of his Non-compliance with your Demand, 
we peremptorily enjoin you to refrain from all further Intercourfe with him, until you (hall have 
advifed us of the Particulars of his Condud in this Inftance, and received our further Orders on 
the Subjed. 

Fort William, We are, &c. 

the 28th Sepi' 1778. 


Extrad 
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Extract of the Procfcdings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 

5th Oflober 1778. 

Read Two Letters from Mr, Graham as follows; 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I Iiave been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 17th Inftant, informing me of Rajah 
Cheyt Sing having by Means of his Vackecl agreed to pay a Subfidy of Five Larks of Mutchlidar 
Rupees, as his Share for the Support of the Burthen of the prefent War, and for the Purpofe of 
defraying the Expcnce of Three Battalions of Sepoys, refolvcd to be railed and maintained at his 
Charge ; alfo acquainting me of your having ordered the Rajah to pay this Sum immediately into 
my Hands, and dircifing me to receive the fame from him, and to remit the Amount of it to 
the Prefidency. 

In confequence of thefe Orders, I have called upon the Rajah for PafSment of Five Lacks of 
Mutcldidar Rupees, which I (hall accordingly receive, and agreeable to your Orders, remit to the 
Prefidency. 

As the Exchange on Bills between this and Calcutta is daily fifing, and is at prefent at the exor- 
bitant Rate of io| per Cent, and as I am defirous the Company Ihould fuftain as little Lofs as 
pofTiblc by the Remittance of this Sum, I beg to be informed whether you would prefer irs being 
fent down under Infurance, whereby a Saving will accrue of One per Cent, after allowing for the 
full Expence of Coinage, which if the Company, being themfelves the Coiners, do not chufc to charge 
rhemfclvcs wirh, the Difference between remitting by Bills at the prefent Exchange and fending 
Specie, will be Three per Cent. 

I have the Honour to be, with the highefl: Refpeff, 

Benares, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, &c, 

29th Aiiguft 1778. (Signed) Thomas Graham, 

Rcfident. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have tlie Pleafure to acquaint your Honourable Board, that lafl: Night the Rajah made me a 
Payment of Fifty thoufand Rupees in Part of the Subfidy of Five Lacks. He has promifed to 
fend me as much more To-morrow or next Day, .and if the Whole is not difeharged very foon, it 
fh.all not be owing to any Want of Exertion on my Part, to perfeft the Execution of your 
Orders. ‘ 

Benares, 1 have the Honour, &c. 

22d September 1778. (Signed) Tho* Graham, 

Kefident. 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing. Written the 11th Offober 1778. 

I have received your Letter, containing Aflurances of your Fidelity and Attachment, and 
intiinaring, that conformably to my Diredions you had aflented to the Payment of 5 Lacks of 
Rupees, and communicated your Confent in a former Arzee, and that afteiw.srds being informed 
it was my Pleai'ure that the Whole Ihould be paid at one Time in Calcutta, you would remit the 
Whole in the Space of a Week •, with other Particulars, which 1 underftand. 

I am pleafed at the Intimation of your Affcnt to my Delire, refpeding the Mode of Payment of 
the aforcl'aid Sum, although it arrived fomewhat late, and I doubt not but you will faithfully 
difcharge your Promife by making the Remittance to Calcutta at the fpecified Time, Whilft you 
continue faithfully and zcaloully attached to the Company, you may be alTured that every Mcafure 
will be adoj'ted which may promote your Intereft and Profperity. Know me ever interefied in 
your Welfare. For further Particulars I refer you to your Vackcel, Shaik Aly Nuckey. 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 

lathOdober 1778. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Note from the Governor General. 

Sir, 

I herewith fend you Four Bills of Exchange, this Inftant delivered to me by Shekh Ally Nuckce, 
the Vackecl of Rajah Cheyt Sing, being for Four Lacks and a Half of Rupees, which, with Fifty 
thoufand Rupees paid, complete the Sum of Five Lacks required of the Rajah for the extraordinary 
Expenccs of this Year. 

Saturday Morning, I am, &c. 

loth Odober 1778. (Signed) 


3 


Warren Haftings. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the Bills be fent to the Trcalury, and that the following Letter be written to 
Mr. Graham. 

Sir, 

Rajah Cheyt Sing has, by Means of his Vackeel, remitted Bills of Exchange to us for the Sum of 
Four Lacks and Fifty thoiifand Rupees, which, with the Amount paid into your Hands, will com- 
pleat the Subiidv of Fi.c Lacks, rnpiired as Iiis Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France 
for the preieiit Year; we therefore dired, that you refrain from the Execution of the Orders con- 
tained in out lalt Letter. 

Fort William, Wc are, &c. 

larh Oftober lyyiJ* 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 
^ ' 19th Odober 1778. 

Received the following I-ctter from Mr. Graham. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

1 did myfelf the Honour of addrefllng your honourable Board on the 2 2d ultimo, to infoim you, 
th^t 1 had received fiom the Rajah Fifty thoufand Rupees in Part Payment of the Subfidy of Five 
Lacks which he had agreed to pay the Company, and that I was promifed a further Payment of 
Fifty thoufand Rupees the hext or following Day. 

That Period and I'hrec Days more having elapfed, without hearing any I'hing either from the 
Rajah or his Servants regartiing the promiled Payment of Fifty thoufaiKl Rupees, I judged it ne- 
cedary to remind the Rajah thereof by Letter, as well as to recommend to him a fpeedy Difchargc 
of the Remainder. I'his Mode of Application having fevcral Times repeated unfuccefsfully, I 
deemed a perfonal Interview not only indifpenlable, but highly confident with my Duty ; on which 
OccahoH I verbally demanded of him, in the Name of the Company, Payment of the Balance of 
the Subfidy ; in Reply to which he acquainted me, that he would pay no more here, but would 
fend the whole remaining Sum of Rupees 4,50,000 to his Vackeel at Calcutta, who would pay it 
there. Finding him determined in this Relblucion, I defired he would furnifh me with fome Tclli- 
mony thereof, either by an Addrefs to your honourable Board, or, as it is more cullomary to the 
Governor General, that I might tranlmit it to him ; but this he pofitivcly refuled me. 

I'hefe Circumdances I have thought it my Duty to inform you of, that you may honour me 
with your Commands thereon, likcwife as to the Manner in which you would chufc I Ihould remit 
the Fifty thouland Benares Sicca Rupees that have been paid me. 

Benares, I have the Honour to be, &c, 

7th October 177^* (Signed) Thomas Graham, 

Refident. 

Refolvcd, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham : 

Sir, 

We have received your Letter of the 7th Indant. 

Our’s of the 12th will have apprized you, that the Balance of the Subfidy of Five Lacks, required 
from the Rajah, has been difeharged in full by Bills tranimitted to us through the Channel of his 
Vackeel. 

With refpeef to the Sum of Fifty thoufand Rupees which the Rajah has paid into your Hands, 
we defire you will remit it, in luch Manner as you fhall think mod advifcablc, to the Pre- 
fidency. 

Wc are, See, 


Fort William, the 19th July 1779. 

Secret Department. 

At a Council ; P R E S E N T, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident, 

Richard Barwcll, I 
Philip Francis, SEfquires. • 

Edward Whelcr,j 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc indifpofed. 

1 he Governor General delivers in the following Minute : 
ic PL having been refolvcd in Secret Confultation, 9th July 1778, “ That Rajah 
Cheyt Sing (hould be required in Form fo contribute his Share of the Burthen of the prcicnt 
W.ir with France, by the Edablilhment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raidd and 
SfiL. Com. Rep. II. K maintained 
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maintained at his Expcncc*,” and the Amount of the Subfidy fixed by the Board in Confultation 
of the 17th Auguil following, and agreed by him to be paid, for One Year, being Five Lacks of 
Mutchicdar Rupees as the Year is now expired, I move, That he be at this Time required to con- 
tribute the like Sum, as his Share for the Expence of the War for the current Year. 

Agreed to the Governor General’s Propofal. 

Refolvcd, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham : 

Sir, 

The Period of One Year, for which Rajah Cheyt Sing contributed the Sum of Five Lacks of 
Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France for the laft Year, 
being expired, and the War (fill continuing, we find it neceffary to maintain the fanr» Force, and to 
require that the Rajah (hall bear his Share of the Expence ; you will therefore at this Time demand 
from him Payment of the above Suitij as his Proportion of the Charge for the current Year, and 
remit the Amount of it to us. 

Fort William, 19th July 1779. We^are, &c. 


Agreed, That the Governor General be requefied to write to Rajah Cheyt Sing, acquainting him 
that the Period of One Year, for which he agreed to pay Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his 
Share of the Burthen of the War with France, on the 17th Auguft 1778, is expired > and as the 
Continuation of the War makes it (till ncccfl'ary to maintain the fame Eftablifhmcnt of Troops for 
the Defence of the Country, the Board deem it requifite that he (hould at this Time contribute the 
further Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Share of the Charge for the currcDC Year : 
Mr. Graham has therefore been diredlcd to apply to him for the fame. 

Warren Haftings, 

P. Francis, 

Edw" Wheler. 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing. Written the 21ft July 1779. 

The Term of your Engagement for the Payment of an Annual Subfidy, as your Share of the 
Expence of the War, being expired, and the War Itill continuing, and the fame Forte being ne- 
cefiary to be kept up, I am therefore to defire that you will pay to Mr. Thomas Graham the further 
Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as your Proportion for the prefent Year. Mr. Graham 
has accordingly Orders to receive it from you, and it is nccelTary that you do not delay to pay it to 
him. 


Fort William, the 26th Auguft 1779. 

Secret Department. At a Council; PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident, 

Richard Barwcll, 1 

Philip Francis, I Efquires. 

Edward Wheler. J 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc, K. B. 

Read tHe following Letter from Mr. Thomas Gfaham. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Immediately on the Receipt of your Honourable Board’s Letter of the 19th ultimo, direding me to 
demand of Rajah Cheyt Sing Payment of the Sum of Five Lacks of Mutchlidar Rupees, as his annual 
Proportion ot the Burthen of the prefent War with France, I waited upon him ; and at the fame Time 
that I communicated (the Orders of your Honourable Board mylclf, I delivered to him the Ho- 
nourable the Governor General’s Letter him in Confirmation thereof. He then gave me for An- 
fwer, that he had not the Ability to difeharge the Demand. As this was fimilar to the Anfwer he 
gave me when I demanded Payment of his Subfidy for the laft Year, I did not confider it as a defi- 
nitivc one, and therefore continued in renewing my Demand every Second Day ; finding, how^very 
that he holds to the Terms of his firft Reply, and ieeing no Probability of a fpeedy Change in his Sen- 
timents, I am unavoidably reduced to the Neccfllty of applying for your Honourable Board’s furihcr 
Inftrudtions on this Head. Until they arrive, I (hall follow the Orders already fent me by repeating 
my Requeft for Payment every Second or Third Day. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Tho’ Graham 

i6th Auguft 1 779« Refident. 


Rea(i 
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Read a Letter from R^ah Cheyt Sing, as follows : 

From Rajah Cheyt Sing, Received 27th Auguft 1779. 

I have been honoured with your Letter, calling on me for the Payment of Five Lacks of Rupees ori 
Account of the Expence of the War for the prclent Year, and underftand its Contents. 

My Situation is well known to you ; and I alTure you, without Refcrve, that I have no Ability 
left; nor is there any Mode of Relief for me, but in the Exertion of your Favour. I am fully con- 
vinced that it is your Delire, who are my Mailer, to fupport me your Servant ; arid laft Year you 
dire( 5 led Sheik Ally Nucky, that I Ihould by any Means, by difpoQng of my Effcdls or by borrow- 
ing, make this One Payment, and I Ihould not be called on in future, and that you would take every 
Means for my Advantage and Support. 

I accordingly put in I’rtdlicc every Method in my Power, arid by Loans made good the Requilition: 
It is now abfolutely out of my Power to raife the Sum required, and I am therefore hopeful that you 
will be kindly plealed to excufe me the Five Lacks now demanded, and that nothing may be de- 
manded of me beyond the Amount expreHed in the Pottah, which through youf Favour 1 obtained 
from the Honourable Englifli Company. 

This Rijc and Zemindary, and my Dignity, are the Gifts of your Highnefs. I have judged it 
neceflary to repreienc to you my Inability and helplefs State. 

Governor G^eral— I move, That the Commander in Cliicf be direflcd to ifliie an Order for the 
Mairh of I’wo Battalions of .Sepoys from the neared Station of the Army, excepting the fird and 
temporary Brigades, to Benares, on the Requifition of Mr. Graham, and there to remain for the 
further Orders of the Board : That the whole Expcnce of this Detachment, from the Day of its 
Mareh, be exaded from the Rajah of Benares : That this Refolution be communicated to him by 
the Governor General ^ and that the Refident be ordered to inform the Rajah of it, repeating his 
Demand for tlte Sum required 1 and in cafe of his Rcfufal or Non-compliance with his Demand, 
to give iinmcdiatc Notice to the Officer in Command of the Detachment^ that he may march ac- 
cordingly. 

Sir Eyre Coote — Agrees to the Motion. 

Mr. Whelefl~I am againd it. 

Mr. Francis— I never approved of the additional Demand beyond his dipulatcd Tribute : I can* 
not therefore concur in the Meafure propolcd. I firmly believe it to be unnecelTary, even for its 
avowed Purpofc ; and I am very much afraid that it will be attended with Confequcnces ruinous to 
the Rajah and to his Country. That Country is now one of the riched Jewels we poiTefs. The 
great Revenue we draw from that Country may be permanently fecured under mild and equitable 
Treatment. Meafurcs of a different Nature may extort more for a Moment j but they will ruin the 
futuie Rcfource. 

Mr. Barwcll— It reds with the Rajah himfclf to diftharge his Quota of the Expente of the 
War voluntarily, or to be compelled to it. I agree to the Motion. 

Governor General — Benares is not a Jewel in our Pofleffion, If we leave the Rajah an Option td 
obey or difobey the Orders of his fuperior Government, and to maintain himfelf in the Independency 
of a tributary Prince. As to the Ruin portended ftom this Order, the Terms of the Quedion it- 
fclf put it in his Power to prevent even the Execution of the Order, and more I fhall not at this 
Time fay upon the Subjeft ; I may hereafter. 

Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion : And, 

Rclolved, That the Commander in Chief be requelifed to give Orders to Major Camaci of the 
Officer in Command of his Detachment, for the March of Two Battalions of Sepoys to Benares, 
on the Requifition of Mr. Thomas Graham, the Refident thefe, and to remain at that Place foi* 
further Orders. 

Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham. 

Sir, 

We have received youf Letter of the i6th Inftant, acquainting Us that Rajah Cheyt Sing had 
declined to pay the Five Lacks of Rupees which were required. of him as his Proportion of the Ex- 
pcnces of the War for the current Year. 

Having judged it ncceffary to make this Claim, which was fuggeded to us by the Exigency of 
the Cafe, We cannot admit of any Plea which the Rajah may urge to exempt him from it. Or- 
ders have thefefore been fent to Major Camac, or the Officer in Command of his Detachment, to 
march to Benares immediately on your Requifition, With Two Battalions of Sepoys, and to wait our 
further Orders at that Place. We have thought thLs Step ncceffary for the Purpofc of compelling the 
Rajah to pay the Quota required of him in cafe of Netcffity ; and we difcid that you repeat youf 
Demand, and infid on his Compliance. If the Rajah Ihould dill continue to objedl to youf 
Claim, and refufe Payment, you arc to require the Officer in Command of the Detachment, to 
march imtricdiately in Conformity to our Orders, and advife us of your Proceedings. We 
hope, however, that you will not be reduced to proceed to this Extreme, as It would oblige us to 
* increafe 
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incrcafe our Demands on the Rajah, by exading from him the whole Expence of the Detachment 
from the Day of its March, in Addition to our original Claim. 

We are, &c. 

hort William, Warren Haftings, 

the 26th Augull 1779. P. Francis, 

Edw'’ Whcler. 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing': Written the 28th Augufl: 1779. 

I have received your Letter in Reply to the one I wrote to you, requiring the Payment of Five 
Lacks ot Rupees, as your Share for the prefent Year of the Expcnccs of the War j and am greatly 
aftoniflicd at your Refufal and pretended Plea of Inability, it being very inconfillent with the Duty 
you owe to the Company. I now repeat my Demand, that you do, on the Receipt of this, without 
Lvafion or Delay, pay the Five Lacks of Rupees into the Hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who has 
Orders to receive it from you, and Authority, in cafe of your Refufal, to fummon the Two Battalions 
of Sepoys under the Command of Major Camac to Benares, that Meafures may be taken to oblige 
you to a Compliance } and in this Cafe the whole Expence of this Corps, from the 'l ime of us 
March, will fall on you. 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 

Department, the 13th September 1779. 

Rc.ad a Letter from Mr. Graham, as follows 1 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have been this Day honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 19th Aupuft. 

In Compliance with your Honourable Board’s Orders, to revert to the ul'ual Mode' of reccivin.^ 
Payment of tlie Rajah’s Tribute by Bills of Exchange on Calcutta, I have accordiivdy written to 
him to furnilh me with them, for the Amount of his Kift, which becomes due the 4th'lnflanr. 

In my Addrtl's of the 15th ultimo I acquainted your Honourable Board with my Proceedines to 
that Time, regarding the Demand of Five Lacks made on the Rajah, as his Proportion of the Bur- 
then of the War with France; fince then I have, as I informed your Honourable Board I (hould 
renewed my Application for Paymenr, either verbally or by Letter, every Second or Third Dav ■ 
but his Anlwcr has been uniformly the fame, that he has not the Ability to difeharge it I have ex’ 
cluliveof thele repeated Applications, aUb ufed every Argument in my Power to convince him* 
that as a Subjed of Government, it was a Duty infcparable from his Allegiance to aJford everv 
Aflillancc it might require whillt it was engaged in a War, and that a Denial under fiich Circum 
fiances was never admitted of. 

1 (hall cenuinue to imprefs him with thofc Sentiments, and to urge him to make Payment, until I 
receive the further Inftrudions of your Honourable Board for my future Condud. 

I have the Honour, See. 

,, , (Signed) Tho‘ Graham, 

the 2d September 1779. Rcfidc nr. 


From Rajah Cheyt Sing to Mr, Graham, coth September 1779. 

I received your Letter about the Pive Lacks of Rupees, and underftand the Contents I have 
before made known CO you my diftreffcd Situation, that I have not Power to comply, and I have 
alfo fent an Arzie, in Aniwer to the 1 .ettcr from the Prefence which you delivered to me I have no 
lower to comply : I dilcharge the Revenue according to the Pottah granted by the Sirkar I am 
hopeful t at this Order may be rev.iked ; for which Purpole I have written^an Irzifto the He! 
fence, and requeft th.it you will oblige me, by difpatching it without Delay. 


Enclofure in the foregoing. 

From Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Governor General, 


I P^y I- 3 cks of Rupees : Your gracious Letter 

on this Subjed honoured me by its Arrival. I have dilpatched an Arzie in Anfw^ which will 

have been prclented to you. In Obedience to your Order, I lall Year, by every Meam and bTr 
rowing from all (.juarters, raifed the Sum ; and at th.n Fimc you promii’cd that iflbould not haoVn 
again. I liave it not in my Power at prefent. You have befoie honoured me with the Titk of 

.S.m, and regarding me as your Son, you have proteded me ; 1 am therefore hopef ul that I mav 
be excuied from this Rcquilition, ^ 


To 
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'I'b Rajah Cheyt Sing: Written 25th September 1779. 

I have received your Letter •, from the Contents of which, as iHrcil as from the Letters of Mr. 
(traham, and the Copy of a Letter which you wrote to that Gentleman, and which he tranfmittcil 
for my Infpeftion, it appears but too clearly, that inftcad of a cheerful Compliance with ihc Kc- 
quifition of this Government in the immediate Payment of the Sum of Five Laoks of Rupees, as 
your Share for the Expcnce of the War for the prefent Year, a Requifuion which the great Burthen 
of Expcnce under which the Company labour for the Defence of the Country renders necelTary, 
and to which you, as a Subjeft of theirs, are bound to contribute, have thought proper, under the 
Plea of Inability, which is well known to be futile, to endeavour to amufe the Refidcnt with vague 
and diftant Promifes, meaning probably to procraft, if not entirely evade, Payment of the Sum 
Required of you. In a Letter which I lately wrote you, I informed you in exprefs Terms that this 
Government neither could or would recede from fo rcafonablc a Demand -, and added, that itt 
cafe of no Compliance on your Part, Mr. Graham was authorized to fommon a Detachment of our 
Forces to enforce our Orders if it fltould be found neceffary. This I hoped would have opened your 
Eyee, and induced you to relinquilb a Condufl which muft, if purfued, bring the greateft Dif- 
advantages on you. But fince etfcn this Intimation of our Determination has proved inefftdual, I 
now think it ntceflary to inform you, that wc have dcfired the Commander in Chief to difpatch 
Major Camk, with the Detachment under his Comm-ind, to Benares, there to wait cur further 
Orders ■, he will accordingly begin his March immediately, unlcfs the Refidcnt in the mean Time, 
from the aflual Receipt of the Subfidy, (hall iflform him that it is unncccflary for him to proceed 
further j and you will be pleafed to obferve, that fhould you force us to a Meafurt lb contrary to 
our Wilhes, the whole Expence of the Detachment, from the Time of its March, will be required 
from you, cxclufivc of the Subfidy fof the War. 


Copy of. a Lcttfcr ffom Rajah Chiyt Sing, in Reply to Mr; Graham : Received the 25th Sep- 
tember 1779. 

i have received your Letter, accompanied by One from the Nabob Amaud ul Dowlah, Governor 
General, Jelladut Jung, and underftand the Contents. 

You prefs me to return an Anfwer to the Letter frorh the Prefence.— My Friend ! I have already 
reprefented to you perfonally my abfolute Inability^ but as a frclh Order is arrived from the Prefence, 
for the Payment of the faid Sum, and you^ through Motives of Fricndlhip, prefs me on the Sub- 
jeff, being temedilcfs I have^ notvyithftanding my abfolute Inability, which exceeds Defeription,- 
confented this once to comply with the Orders of the Prefence. I will, by every pofiible Means, 
by taking up Loans, comply with the Ortkrs from the Prefence, and pay it gradually t^ 
you. 

I am hopeful, from your Kindnefs and Regard, that you will ufc every Means to fecurc me 
the future Support and Favour of the Prefence. 


I^rom Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Governor General. Received 25th September 1779. 

i have been honoured with your gracious Letter, urging me in the ftrongeft Terms to the Pay- 
ment of Five Lacks of Rupees on Account of the Share of the Expences of the War for the pre- 
lent Ye.tr, and underftand your Pleafure. Regarding your Highnels as my Mafter, in the Repre- 
fentation which 1 fent you of my Poverty and abfolute Inability, I had no View of preferving my 
Property, and^cceiving you by falfc Pretences ; but I had really no Property left but what is appa- 
rent to every Body, fuch as Elephants, Horfes, &c. which for the Support of my Credit I am 
obliged to keep, fince that Credit is the Gift of your Highntfs’s Bounty i but fince you have been 
pleated to dircii that I Ihould raife the Sum by any Meabs I can, i regard it as the Effect of my 
evil Defiiny that tiie Reprefentatton of my Situation had no Weight, and fubmit to the Neceflicy of 
this once complying with your Order. Notwithftanding the Greatneis of my Poverty, which exceeds 
all Defeription, 1 will make good the Sum gradually by the Difpofal of my Effefts, and by Loans, 
the Particulars of which I cannot fully explain to you. 

Since you have honoured me, your moft faithful and obedient Dependent, with the greateft 
Marks cf Favour and Regard, even to the honouring me with the Title of your Son, I am hopeful, 
from the Continuance of that Regard, that you will in future continually keep in View my Welfare 
and Intertft, and will be kindly pleafed to excufc me from Services which are beyond my Ability to 
perform, on a Compliance with which my Support, nay even Life, and the Profperity of the Coun- 
try depends. 




SsL. Com. ker. I(. 


For 
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Fart William, 29th September 1779. 

Secret Department. At a Council; PRESF-NT, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General, Prcfident, 

Richard Barwell, ^ 

and f Elijuires. 

Edward Wheler, ' ^ 

Mr. Francis indifpofed. 

Sir Eyre Cootc gone to review the Army. 

Read i!ic following Letters from Mr. Graham, Refident at Benares r 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I had l.ill Night the flunour of receiving your Letter of the 26th ultimo, direfting me to repeat 
the Claim wluch your Honourable Board had thought proper to make of Rajah Cheyt Sing, for 
Five Lacks of Rupees, as his annual Proporcbn of the Expcnce of the prefent War, and empower- 
ing me, in cafe of his perfiRing in refuQng Payment, to req^uire Major Camac with Two Batti^ns 
of Sepoys, to march to this Place, and to wait your further Orders. 

Having alfo received the Honourable the Governor General’s Perfian Letter to the Rajah on the 
Subjedt:, I have lent it to him, with a Letter from myfelf requiring his immediate Compliance with 
the Orders contained therein, and defiring that he ‘trould forthwith fend a Perfon properly qualiSed 
to make Payment to me of the Five Lacks of Rupees, and further to fend me a Reply to the Go- 
vernor General’s Letter. I fliall immediately do myfelf the Honour to addrefs you on the Receipt 
of his Anfwcr, which f flatter myfelf will prove fatisfadory, and that I lhall not be under the Ne- 
cellity of making ulc of the cliferetionary Power which your Honourable Board have been pleafcd 
to lodge in me, in order to compel him to Payment. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Tho' Gfahatr), 

the loth Sept' 1779. Refident. 


ffonourable Sii*, and Sirs, 

I have tliis Day received an Anfwcr from Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Letter which I in- 
formed your Honourable Board I had written to, him on the loth, requiring his Compliance 
with your Orders 5 wherein he fends me an Anfwer to the Governor General’s Letter, which I have 
tranfmitted to him, and acquaints me with his having confented to the Payment of the Five 
I ,acks of Rupees. As however he ftill holds forth his original Plea of Inability, I have every 
Rcalbn to apprehend he will be very dilatory in his Payments ; I beg therefore to be favoured with 
your Honourable Board’s Orders, as to the Condoft which in fuch Calc 1 moft obferve towards 
him. 

Benares I have, &c. &c. 

121I1 September 1779. Tho* Graham, 

Rcfidenti 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I liavc herewith the Honour to tranfmit you Twelve Bills of Exchange, for the Sum of Calcutta 
Sicca Rupees 1,85,145. 6. 16. i. drawn in favour of the Honourable Company, as per accompany- 
ing Invoice, being on Account of Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Kids due the 4th Inftant, and in Part Pay- 
ment of his Annual Tribute. 

Although Four complcat Days are now elapfed fince I had the Honour of infortnkg you of the 
Rajah’s having confented to the Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees ; and althoii^I lent him a 
luitable Reply to the Letter he wrote me on the Occafion, and at the fame Time repeated my 
Requed for a Perfon being fent to me fufficicntly qualified for difeharging the Amounfj no one has 
yet come, nor has any Money been yet paid me : On the contrary, through his Vackccl, he has 
ibiicited to be indulged with Time, but without fpecifying any Period; which leaving Room for no 
other Anfwer than to defire him to conform to the Orders he had received from your Honourable 
Board through the Channel of the Governor General, 1 have fent a Perfon fo attend at his Durbar, 
to icquirc his fpeedy Compliance therewith. 

, . ^ I have. &c. &c. 

1 6th September j 779. Tho* Graham. 

Refident. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I had the Honour of addrefling you lad Night, informing your Honourable Board of the Steps 
j had taken towards obtaining the Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees from Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
1 this Day received a Letter from him ; of which I beg Leave to fubmit to your Confideration the 
tollowjng I ranflatc ; 

I 


** The 
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The Situation of my Affairs is well known to you} and I have repeatedly repreftnted the Par- 
“ ticulars to you. The Five Lacks of Rupees, bn Account a Proportion of the Expcncc of the 
“ War, conformably to the InjunAions of the Honourable Englifh Company, I have for this I'lmc 
“ agreed to pay neither am I dilatory or inattentive in providing lor Jts Dilcharge •, but the 
“ Amount is confiderable, and can only be liquidated by Degrees. Within the Space of Four 
“ Months I will pay it to you by Inflalments: To the End of the Month of Zclhedge,” 
(correiponding nearly to the Middle of the Englifh Month of January enfuing) “ I will com- 
“ pleat Payment of the Whole. What is now preparing, in Part of the aforclaid Sum of Five 

Lacks, lliall be paid to you on Thurlday next, the lith of Rumzan. My Thoughts arc not a 
“ Moment at reft from this Matter. But, from inceflant Applications, Inconvchicncies arc oc- 
“ cafioned to the Provifion, and my Endeavours are interrupted. From your Indulgence, I will 
“ difeharge the Amount in the Manner above fpecified.” 

I fhall be glad to be honoured with your Orders on the Subject of the foregoing Letter : In the 
Ipterim, I confidered it conliflcnt with the Spirit of thofc Orders already received from your Ho- 
nourable Board, to rejeft the Propoficions therein contained, and to repeat my Dem.inc) for f^aymenc 
of the Whole without Delay. 

1 have, dec. &c. 

Benares, Tho‘ Graham,, ^ 

lyth September 1779. Rcfident. 

Governor General— As it appear^ by thfc hft of thfc above Letters from Mr. Graham, that Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, whofe prefent Ability to difeharge the full Amount of the Sum demanded of him cannot 
be doubted, is endeavouring to amule our Refident with Delays; and as his Reply, although it pro* 
fefles an Intention of Compliance with his Claim, is a plain Evaflon of it, I think Mr. Graham, ac- 
cording to the Spirit of the Orders he had received, ought to have required the immediate March of 
Major Camac's Detachment, to enforce Payment from the Rajah j but as he has omitted to adt in 
this Manner, and as it appears to be his Intention to wait for the further Orders of the Board, I 
move. That the Contents of his Letters be imparted to the Commander in Chief, and that he be 
deflred to fend Orders forthwith to Major Camac to march without Delay, Ih Conformity to His 
former Inferudlions, giving Notice of the Day on which he (hall move from his prelent Station to 
Mr. Graham, that the Expences of the Detachment, from that Time until its Return, may be 
charged to the Rajab j and that Major Camac do continue his Route with the Two Battalions under 
his Command to Benares, unlefs Mr. Graham, upon the full Receipt of the Sublidy, (hall notify to 
him that there is no Neceinty for his Proceeding. 1 further move, that Letters to the fame Effedb 
be prepared and difpatchcd to Mr. Graham and Rajah Cheyt Sing. 

Mr. Whcler— I objedf to the above Orders. 

Refolved, That the following Letters be written to the Commander in Chief and Mr. Graham ; 
and that the Governor General be likewife dellred to write a Letter to the ramcElTedt to Rajuh Cheyt 
Sing. 

To the Commander in ChieL 
Sir, 

As it is implied, by the enclofed Copies of Letters which we have received from our Refident at 
Benares, that Rajah Cheyt Sing means to protra^ if not entirely to tvadc Payment of the Five 
Lacks of Rupees required of him, as his Share of the .Expences of the War for the current Year, by 
his diftant and illufory Promifes, although there can be no Doubt of his prefent Ability to difeharge 
the Demand if he thought proper, wc conceive that feme elFc6Iual Means Ihould be taken tU 
compel him to it. 

Mr. Graham not yet required the Match of Major Camac’s Detachment, in Obedience to the 
Letter of our Orders to him ; wc therefore requefe that you will ifluc frclh Orders for this Detach- 
ment to repair forthwith to Benares, jind there to wait, according .to your former lnllru£lion$ j unlefs 
Mr. Graham, in confequence of the full Receipt of the SubGdy, (hall inform the Officer in Comma'hd 
of it, that his Proceeding is thereby rendered uonecelTary. It will be proper likewife to diredb, that 
the Day of March be notified to Mr. Graham, in order to enable him to claim the Expences of the 
Detachment from that Time till its Return to Dioapore, from the Rajah. 

Fort Willifm, ^ . We are, &c, &c. 

89th September 1779. . 


To Benares. 

Sir, 

We have received your Letters of the loth, 12th, i6tb, and 17th Infiant. 

As wc conceive that the Rajah means to amufe you with vague and difiant Promifes, and thereby 
to protrafl if not entirely to evade Payment of the Sum required as his Proportion of the Expences 
of the War for the current Year, wc arc of Opinion that compiilfory Means Ihould be immediately 

ofed 
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ufed to oblige him to difcharge it, fincc there can be no Doubt of hb prefeiit Ability. We have 
therefore dcfircd the Commander in Chief to iffue his Orders to Major Camac, to march forthwith, 
to Benares with the Detachment under his Command, and there to wait our further Orders ; unlt ls 
you in the mean l ime, from the a^lual Receipt of the Subfidy, fhall inform him that it is un-, 
necefTary to proceed any further. Major Camac will advife you on what Day he fliall have marched 
from Dinaporc ; and we direft, that you infift on the Rajah’s payinjg the Expences of the Detach- 
ment from that 1 ime till its Return to the fame Place, exclufive of the Subfidy for the War. 

Fort William, We are, &c. See. 

2Qth September 1779. Warren Haftings, 

Rich* Barwell, 

Edw* Wheler. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, the 

25th OSober 1779. 

Read the following I.etters from Mr. Graham ; 

Honourable Sir, and Sits, 

Rajah Cheyt Sing not having yet completed Payment of One Lack of Rupees in Part of his Sub- 
fidy of Five Lack, notwithftanding agreeable to his Awn voluntary Propofal, whereof I tranfmitted 
you a Tranflate in my Addrefs of the 17th ultimo, he ought Twelve Days ago to have paid me 
a Lack and Twenty- five thoufand, I have, believing it to be confiftent with the Spirit of your 
Honourable Board’s inftruiffions, dated the 26th Auguft, in order to enforce Payment, this Day 
written to Major Camac, retmiring him with the Detachment under his Command, to march to 
this Place with all convenient Expedition. 

Benares, I have the Honour, Scc. 

the 3d Oftober 1779. Tho* Graham, 

Refideorif 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 29th ultimol 
My Addrefs to yOur Honourable Board of the 3d Inftant, acquainted yott not only of thffi 
Rajah’s Continuation to procraftinate the Payment of the whole Sumidy, but of his Failure in par-< 
ticular in the Payment of that Proportion which he had himfelf voluntarily fixed a Time for dif- 
rharging, and of my having in confequence fent the necefTary Notice to Major Camac to march 
with the Detachment under his Command to this Place. Your further Inftruilions on this Subjedt 
now before me, fhall be pundlually attended to. The Rajah, notwithftanding he has been repeat- 
edly made acquainted with your Honourable Board's determined Refolution to obtain fpeedy Pay- 
ment, and of the Confequcnces attendant on Delays, has only, to this Day, paid me the Sum of 
One Lack and Nineteen thoufand Rupees j he now offers in Excufe, a general Scarcity of 
Specie } what may be his Conduct on the Approach of the Detachment you fboll be duly inform- 
ed of. 

I have herewith the Honour to tranfmit you Fifteen Bilb of Exchange for the Sum of Calcutta 
Sicca Rupees, 1,35,145. 6. 16. 1. drawn in favour of the Honourable Company as per accomo 
panying Invoice, being on Account of Rajah Cheyt Sing's Kill due the 4th Inftant, and in Parc 
Payment of his Annual Tribute. 

Benares, I have the Honour, 

the i2th Odtober 1779, (Signed) Tho' Graham, 

Refidcnt.. 


Refolved, That the following Letter be written to> Mr. Graham 1 


Sir, 


(Extradl) 


The Provincial Council at Patna, having ftill ocenfion for anr extraordinary Supply of Calh ttv 
anfwer their current Difburfements, we diredl that you remit to them the Amount which you 
may have received or fhall receive from the Rajah on Account of his Subfidy for this Year, by 
Bills of Exchange -, in the Negociation of which we need not recommend to you to fix the Ex- 
change at the mod favourable Rate you can obtain. 


3 


Extfad 
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Ertraft of the Proceedings of the Governdr 4 &eneral and Council^ in their Secret Department, 

iSth dftober 1779. 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Graham : 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

The Purpofe of this is to inform you, that the Dinapore Detachment, under the Command of 
Captain Crabb, arrived here this Morning, and have for the prefent encamped contiguous to Ram- 
ragur. As the Rajah has only yet paid llalf the Amount of the Subfidy, viz' 2,50,000 Rupees, 
One Lack of which was paid me Yeftcrday, I conclude, therefore, that in Two or Three Days more 
he will difeharge the Whole •, at lead he acquainted me fo by the Perfon who came with the lall Pay- 
ment. 1 lhall lend your Honourable Board daily Information of his Conduft. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Tho* Graham, 

igthOiflobcr 1779. Rcfident. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, 

ift November 1779. 


Sir, 

Since writing the foregoing, the General has defired me to requeft you will inform the Governor, 
that the Two Battalions of Sepoys ordered to Benares, being in want of their Pay, he has dircAcd 
the Refident to ilTue it to them from his Treafury, which he imagines will be fufHcicnt Authority for 
Mr. Graham, but would rather it Ihould be confirmed by the Governor General. 

1 am, dec. 


W“ Tierney. 


Agreed that his Application to Mr. Graham be confirmed by the following Orders : 


To Mr. Thomas Graham. 

Sir, 

We have received your Letters of the 20th and zad ultimo. 

Our laft Orders concerning the Difpofal of the Sum which you have received from Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, on Account of his Subfidy for this Year, direded the Remittance of it to the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna •, but as we underftand that the Two Battalions of Sepoys which marched to Benares, 
will require an Advance for their Pay, and that the Commander in Chief has applied to you to make 
an I'.d'^aiicc for that Purpofe, you will accordingly comply with his Defire, and remit the Refidue 
wh.ch (hah retrain r your Hands of the Subfidy, together with the Amount which you will demand 
and receive from the Kajah for the Expcnces of the Detachment from the Date of its quitting Dina- 
pore until tne Amount of the Five Lacks was completely difeharged, to Patna, agreeably to our for- 
mer Inftfudlions. 

Fort William, We are, Sec. 

2d November 1779. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public De- 
partment, the 6th December 1779. 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Graham : 

Honourablfc'Sir, and Sirs, 

I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letters of the 2d and 15th Inftant. 

I lhall follow the Diredlions of the Commander in Chief, who is now here, regarding the Pay of 
the Two Battalions at this Place j and lhall, agreeably to your Inftruftions, remit what may re- 
main of the Subfidy of Five Lacks received from Rajah Cheyt Sing, to the Provincial Council of 
Revenue at Patna : Hitherto I have only been able to fend them Bills for 80,000 Sonaut Rupees. 

I have made public the Orders of the Court of Dircdlors, continuing the Powers of Government 
veiled in your Honourable Board by the A£l of Parliament. 

I have herewith the Honour to tranfmit you Eight Bills of Exchange, for the Sum of Calcutta 
Sicca Rupees 1,85,145. 6. 16. i. drawn in Favour of the Honourable Company, as per accompa- 
nying Invoice, being Oh Account of Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Kill due the 4th Inftant, and in Part 
Payment of his Annual Tribute. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

Benares, (Signed; Tho* Graham, 

the 27th November 1779. Refident. 

Ordered, that the Bills inclofcd in the foregoing Letter be fent to the Treafury. 

Sel. Com. Rep. II. L 


From 
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From Rajah Chcyt Sing. — Received the i6th December 1779. 

Your gracious Letter, direfling me to pay without Delay the Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees, 
as my Share of the Expences of the War for this Year, honoured me by its Arrival, and made 
me acquainted with your Pleafure. My Proteflor! before the Arrival of your Orders, 1 had 
paid 1,50,000 Rupees to Mr. Thomas Graham ; and immediately on the Receipt, I lent the Ba- 
lance of 3,50,000 Rupees to the faid Gentleman. 1 was not forgetful of it for One.lnftant. As the 
Troops were lent here, I have given that Gentleman their Pay from the Day of their March till 
the Day that the Sum was difenarged, which was not quite Fifteen Days. I am hopeful, that con- 
fidering me to be attached to you from of old, you will protefl and fupport me by your Favour 
and Fricndfliip, that my Honour and Dignity may be encrcafed by it. 


Flttrafl of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public De- 
partment, the 23d December 1779. 

Read a Letter from the Refident at Bfliarcs, as follows ; 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have been honoured with the Receipt of your I^etter of the apih November, and in Compliance 
with the Direflions therein contained, have herewith the Honour to enclole you Five Bills of 1^- 
changc fiw Calcutta Skea Rupees 2,64,342. ii. 6. drawn in your Honourable Board's Favour, as 
per Invoice, being in Exchange for Benares Sicca Rupees 2,81,150. the Amount Balance of the 
Siibfidy in my Hands, as per Account Current enclofed. 

T he Races at which I have negociated the aforefaid Five Bills are i per Cent, and ^ per Cent, 
within the Kate allowed to Rajah Cheyt Sjng in the Adjuftment of his Tribute. 

) have the Honour, &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Tho* Graham, 

the loth Dfccmbcr 1779. Refident, 



Thomts Graham, in Account wjth the Honourable Company. 
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ho* Graham, 
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Extraft of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 13th March 1780. 

Par A I We tboueht it neccffary and confident to demand a further Contribution of Five I^cki 
of Ruptes (Zi Mah Chcyt Sing, for his Part of the Expences of the War for the Year, 

teinc She fame Sum as he paid towards that and for the lad Year 1 he Rajah drongly pleaded his 
Inanity to comply with thfs Demand, and even fuff^ed us to lend ^*0 

Dinapore to Benares to enforce Payment, before he would grant itj at i 

Difficulty the Amount was received from him, added to a Penalty of 20,000 R for the Expcnces of 

the Two Battalions until their Arrival at Benares. . j a- #>,• i}*;ah rhat whether ir 

42. We (hall make but this Oiort Obfervation upon the Condua of the S anr,,,^ 

proceeded from the Apprehenfion of eftabliffiing a Precedent for exceeding die Sum of hi annual 
and ftipulated Revenue or from a Senfc of Independency, it was equally unftafonable, and an un- 
grateful Return for th^ Benchts which he has been allowed to derive from the Company s Pro, 
teAion. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Secret De- 
partment, the aad June 1780. 

Governor General —The Period of Two Years, for each of which the Rajah Benares, at the 
Requifition of the Board, has contributed the Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Ru^s as his Pro- 
portion of the Burthen of the War with France, being nearly expired, s^d that War ftill con- 
tinuing, I move. That he be now called upon to contribute the like Sum as h» Share of the Expence 
of it for the current Year. 

Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion. 


The following Letter is in confcquence written to the Refident at Benares t 

To Mr. Francis Fowke. 

Sir, 

The Period of Two Years, for each of which Rajah Cheyt Sing has contributed the Sum of 
Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France, being 
nearly expired, and the War ftill continuing, we find it neceflary to maintain the fame Force, and to 
require that the Rajah lhall be at his Share of the Expence ^ we therefore direft that you demand 
from him Payment of the aboyc Sqm, as his Proportion of the Charge fpr the current Year, and rC’- 
mit the Amount of it to us, • ’ ’ 

yfc arc, &c, 

Fort William, 
aad June 1780, 


To Rajah Chcyt Sing: Written lad June 1780. 

The Period of the Second Year, for which on the 17th Auguft 1778 you agreed to pay the annual 
Subfidy of Five Lacks Muckledar Rupees as your Share of the Burthen of the War with France, 
being expired, and the Continuation of the War making it ftill neceftary to keep up the fame Force 
for the Defence of the Country, I am therefore to defire you to contribute the further Sum of 
5 Lacks of Muckledar Rupees as your Share of the Charge for the prefent Year. Mr. Fowke has 
accordingly been dire^cd to apply to you for the fame. It is neceftary that you do not delay to pay 
it to him. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Departniwnt, the 

7th Septenjber 1780, 

Read the following Letters from the Refident at Benares ; 

Extract, dated 2 ift July 1780. 

In Obedience to your Orders of the aad ultimo, I have demanded of Rgjah Cheyt Sing the Sum 
of Five Lacks of Mutchlidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of the prefent War with 
France. The Rajah has defired me to inform you of his entire Submiffion to your Commands. He 
has promifed to pay One Lack of this Amount within a few Days. I (hall immediately advife your 
Honourable Board of the Receipt of it, and lhall remit it upon the moft advantageous Terms I can 
obtain ; 1 (hall likewife urge the Rajah, in the fttongeft Manner poftible, to ufe the utmoft Expe- 
dition in the Difcharge of the remaining Part. 

Extrad 
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fextraft of Letter from the Rcfident at Benares, dated loth Auguft 1780. 

h.ivr '..'.civcd from the Rajah One Lack of Rupees, in Part Payment of his Subfidy j 

and I have ‘-uc Hoi uur to cnclofc Bills of Exchange for the Amount of this Sum, drawn as per 
accom r ;ing Invoice. 

I ;>..ve urged the i . aiah very ftrongly to complete the Payment of his Subfuiy with ail pofTible 
Expedition; 1 *iiid iic is determined to make no turther Payment till he receives an Anfwer to 
his Arzee, tranl'micted in my Letter of the 5th Inftartt to the Honourable Governor General. 


The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from the Rajah of Benares, re- 
ferred to in the Lcii^ r fiom the Reftdent above recorded. 


Arzee from Rajah Cheyt Sing; Received zil^Augul^ lySd. 

■I have beer honoured try your Orders, directing me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Mayhadar Rupees 
to Mr. Fowke, for the War which ftill continues ; and although my diftreffed Situation mult be known 
to you from other Qtnru is notwithftanding I have been afraid to rcprefent it to you myfelf, that 
I have fold my Houle, and borrowed Sums of Money, from which 1 am not yet releafed ; yet, in 
Obedience to your Order-., I lave paid One Lack of Rupees out of the Five Lacks to Mr. Fowke, 
and ihall pay the other Four in I’hrce Months." I requeft you will fend Directions to that Uciulcman 
to allow me that I'hne, and it Ihall be punctually paid at the End of that Term. You yourfclf 
mull be convinced that I have no Abilities or Refources left. 


Ordered, Tlia: Mr. Fowke do inform the Rajah, that the Board are much difplcafed with thefe 
affeClc d Delays, knowing his Ability to make the immediate Payment of the Subfidy ; and that he 
peremptorily require him to dilcharge it. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fowke be dtfired to remit the Sum, when received, by Shroffs Bills if poflible, 
01 by any fafe Mode of Remittance, to Major Camac, for the Expences of the Detachment under 
his Command ; and that Major Camac be advifed accordingly. 


The following Letter is accordingly written to Mr. Francis Fowke : 


Sir, 

We have received your Letters under Date the 21ft Juljr, loth and 20th Auguft, with the Bills 
and Accounts enclofed : We have alfo had before u$ the Rajah’s Letter to the Governor General, to 
which you allude in your Addrels of the loth ultimo. 

We defire that you will inform the Rajah of Benares, that knowing his Ability to make quick 
Payment' of the whole Amount of the Subfidy, we arc much difpleafed with the groundlcF Pre- 
tences which he ur£;es for delaying it; and wc direft, that on Receipt of this Letter you peremptorily 
demand his immediate Difcharge of the Sum due from him on this Account ; which, when you have 
received it, we defirc you will remit, cither by Shroff Bills if poflible, or by any other fafe Mode, to 
Major Camac, for the Expences of the Troops under his Command. 

Wc are, &c. 


Fort William, 
7th September 1780. 


Agreed, That we write the following Letter to Major Camac : 

r 

The Rajah of Benares being indebted to the Company in the Sum of Four I.acks of Mutchiladar 
Rupees, we have lent Orders to our Rcfident at that Place to demand immediate Payment of it, and 
to remit the Amount, when received, to you, by Shroff Bills if poflible, or by any other iafe Mode, 
for the Purpolc of defraying the Expences of the Troops under your Command : We defire, there- 
fore, that on the Receipt of the Remittances made you by the Rcfident at Benares, you will appro- 
priate them to the Service for which they are intended. 

Having thought proper to add the Corps of Foreign Rangers now at Cawnpore to the Detachment 
under your Command, the Commander in Chief has been requefted to iffue the ncceffary Orders for 
carrying this Relblution into Effect, 

Fort William, We are, &c. 

7th September 1780. 


SsL. Com. Rep. II. 


M 


Extract 
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E«ra£k of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public Depart* 

ment, 9th Oftober 1780. • , . * 

Extraft of Letter from the Refident at Benares, dated 27th September 1780. 

1 have received the Honour of your Letter of the 7th Tnftant, and have fignified your Commands 
to the Raiah ; he has promifed to difeharge the Balance of his Subfldy, being Rupees ^5j,ooo, m 
the Courfe of a few Days. I am treating with the Sliroffs for a Remittance to Majbr Camac, and 
imar^ine I fhall be able to cflFcft it by Bills from them for the whole Amount. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public De- 
partment, 26th October 17S0, 

The following Letter from the Rcfidcnt at Benares having been circulated, was returned with the 
following Minute : 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, , „ • . a j- l- r 1 a/v 

I think it incun^ibcnt upon me to inform you, that the K&jah) notwithitanciing his lolemn Afuir- 

ances has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfitiy fpccificd in my Addrefs of the 27th 
ultimo. He has refumed his Plea of Inability and 1 can form no Opinion how long he may think 

proper to protract the Payment. 

^ ^ ^ I remain, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 

5th October 1780. (Signed) F. Fowke, 

Refident at Benares. 


Governor General — Such an Inftance of Contempt (hewn by the Rajah of Benares to the Autho- 
rity of this Government, at a 'I'ime in which his Fidelity and Gratitude for the many Obligations 
which he owes to it, ought to have prompted him to make a voluntary Tender of that Aid which he 
now refufes after repeated Promifes to grant it, merits foiw^ Mark at jeaft of the Rcfentment of the 
Board. For that Reafon I muft recommend that Mr. Fowke be direfted to demand inftant Payment 
of the Balance due of his Subfidy ; and if he (lull not have paid it at the Time of the Receipt of this 
l.cttcr, to exad from him, in the Name of the Boird, the fonheriSum of One Lack of Rupees, as 
a Fine for liis paft Difobedience. That to enforce this Order, Brigadier General Stibbert be di- 
refted to ilTuc Orders to the Commanding Officers of the Battalions of the neareft Stations to Benares, 
to march immediately to that Place, and to wait fuch Orders as may be hereafter tranfmitted to them. 
In the mean l ime, the Board may be informed of the Reception given by the Rajah to the preiont 
Order, and it is hoped that it may be fuch its fttall reodcr it unnccefTary to proceed to Extremities 
againll him. ' i 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

I acquiefee, though I hope the Threat will be fufficient. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 

Agreed. (Signed) E. Wilder. 


Agreed that the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares. 

Sir, 

We have received your Letter of the 5th Inftant, informing us that the Rajah, notwithftanding 
his folemn Alfurances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balnnec of his Subfidy fpecified in your Ad* 
drefs of the 27th ultimo’, that he had refumed his Plea of Inal^lity, and that you could form no 
Opinion how long he might think proper to protrafl the Payment. 

This Condiiift of the Rajah feems to us without Excui'e 4 wc direft therefore, that .you demand 
inftant Payment of the Balance due of his Subfidy, and if he fliall not have dilch.irged it at the 
Time of your Receipt ot this Letter, that you exadt from him, in the Name of the Board, the 
further Sum of One Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for his paft Difobedience. To enforce the Com- 
pliance due to our Authority, and the Payment of the Sum required of him, wc have given Orders 
that the Battalions at the Stations ncarert to Benares (bould march immediately to that Place, and 
wait for fuch Diredfions as may hereafter be tranfmitted to the Officer commanding them. 

Fort William, We arc, &c. 

lytli Odfober 1780. 


Agreed, 
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Agreed, that the fdHowing Lett^ be written to Brigadier General Stibbe'ri. 

Sir, 

Having had late Occadon to be much didatisfied with the Conduct of the Rajah of Benares td* 
wards this Government, in withholding the Payment of the Amount due from him as his Subfidy, 
we think it neceflary to direft, and do dired you to iflue Orders to the Commanding Officers of 
th Banal ions at the Stations neared to Benares, to march immediately to that Place* and wait fuch 
fu. her Orders as may hereafter be tranfmitted to them. 


Fort William, 
19th Oftober 1780. 


W’e arc, &c. 


Read Letter as follows f'rom Brigadier General Stibbeft; 

Geniien',en, 

In cotiicquence of your Letter to me of Yefterday’s Date, I difpatched Orders by laft Night’s 
Pull; to Capiain Moles Crawford, commanding the 35th Battalion of Sepoys at Dinapore, to march 
with his Corps immediately to Benares, leaving behind him 1 wo Companies of Sepoys as a Guard 
to thtfe Cantonments. At the fame time 1 wrote to Captain Lucas) who commands the 36th 
Battalion of Sepoys, and whom 1 underhand to be on Detachment from the ad Brigade in the 
Gorrickpoor DiitnCls, to proceed alfo without Delay to Benares •, left, however, this Officer fliould 
have joined the ad Brigade by Order of Colonel Morgan, or other Authority, I have direfted 
the Colonel in fuch Event to detach the Fird Battalion for Duty at his Station on the required 
Service, 1 lhall alfo this Day (end Orders to Lieutenant Colonel Tottingham, comm i’riing at 
Chunar Gur, to detach immediately to Benares Five Companies of Sepoys from the Battalion at 
that Garrifon. 

The Officers commanded on this Service are, according to your Dcfire, indrudled to remain at ' 
Benares uniil further Orders. 


Fort William, 
20th Odober 1780. 


I have the Honour, &c. 

(Signed) G. Stibbert. 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 

Department, the 2d November 1780. 

The following Letter from the Rcfident at Benares having been received fince the lad Meeting, 
Orders were immediately iffued for countermanding the March of the Troops ordered to Benares : 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The Rajah has this Day given me Bills of Exchange on Ghohud in Favour of Major Camac, for 
the Balance which remained due on Account of his Subfidy, being Benares Sicca Rupees 2,50,000. 

I (hall m.ake a further Remittance to Major Camac in a few Days, of the whole Amount which 1 
have received from the Rajah in ready Money on this Account. 

I have the Honour, &c, 

Benares, (Signed) 

18th Odober 1780. F. Fowke. 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Secret 

Department, 2d November 1780. 

Agreed that the Governor General be requeded to write to the Rajah of Benares, requiring him 
to furnifh fuch Part of the Cavalry entertained in his Service as he can fpare for the Service of this 
Government, and to inform him what Number he cah fupply j that a Letter be written to Mr. Fran- 
cis Fowke, direding him to make the fame Requifition of the Rajah, and at the fame Time, to ob- 
viate any Jealoufy which the Rajah may conceive that this may be converted to a permanent Impo- 
fition upon him, that the Board will require the Services of thefe Forces no longer than while the pre- 
fent War lads, after which they will be returned. 

Agreed that the following Letter be written to the Rcfident at Benares : 

Sir, 

On the Receipt of the Intimation conveyed to us in yout Letter of the i8th ultimo. Orders were 
ilTued to countermand the March of the Troops which were appointed to proceed to Benares in con- 
feqtience of the Delays ufed by the Rajah in the Payment of his Subfidy. 

Deeming it juft and proper that the Rajah (hould be defired to afford every Aflifldhce in his Power 
to this Government, to whofe Protedion and Support he owes all that he polTcflcs, the Governor 
Central has been requefted to write to him, requiring him to furnilb fuch Part of the CaValry enter- 
tained in his Employ as he can fpare for the Service of the Company t but as fome Jealbufy and 

a Apprrhenfiori 
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Apprehenfion may arile in the Rajah’s Mind, that this Aid may be converted to a permanent tmpo* 
fition on him, we think it ncccflary that fuch Fears flrould be obviated, and direct you therefore to 
anurc him, that we (hall require the Services of this Force no longer than during the Continuance of 
the prefent War, aftei which it will certainly be returned. 

We are, &c, 

Fort William, 
ad November 1780. 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing, ad November 1780} 

Requiring him to furnifh fuch Parc of the Cavalry entertained in his Service as he can fpare for the 
Service of this Government, and to inform the Governor General what Number he can fupply. 


^ Extraifl of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 29th November 1780. 

Par, ^ 6 . We have thought it ncccflary to require from the Rajah of Benares the fame Subfidy fof 
the enfiiing Year that he paid in the laft, as his Proportion of his Expcncc of the War, He for 
fome Time hefitated to comply with the Demand, and we were obliged to refolve on Mcafures of 
Compulfion but he has fincc paid the ,'\.mount, and we have ftopped the Execution of thole Mea- 
fiires. 'Fhe Support which he receives from this Government, to whom he owes all that he poflefles ; 
the known Affluence of his Circumftanccs, notwichflanding his Pretexts to the contrary ; and the 
Intercfl which he pofrefles, in chief over all other Perfons fubjeft to us, in the Company’s Profperity 
and Succefs, have induced us to require of him the Afliftance of fuch a Body of Cavalry as he can 
fpare for the Company’s Employ, under a Promife made to him, that their Services will not be 
required beyond the Continuance of the War. We have alfo ftrongly recommended to the Nabob 
Vizier to require from FyzoolaCawn the Quota of Troops, confiding of 5,000 Horfe, ftipulatcd by 
Treaty to be furnilhed by the latter-, and we do not doubt of his ready Obedience to the Re- 
quifition. 


Extrad of Letter from the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, dated 

3d February 1781. 

— — R<?quircd from th.c Rajah of Benares the fame Subfidy for the enfuing Year that he paid in 
the lad -, One Lack paid immediately, the remaining Four Lacks not paid until the 18th Oftober. 

The Aflidancc of a Body of Cavalry required from him, to be returned at the Conclufion of the 
War. 


(COP Y.) 

Letter from Mr. Hadings, at Benares, to Mr. Whcler, at Fort William, of i8th Auguft 1781. 
The Honourable Edward Wheler, Efquire, &c. &c. &c. Fort William. 


Sir, 

I arrived at Benares on 14th Indant.— My Tranfaftlons with the Rajah bcino- of a molV im- 
portant Nature to the prefent and future Intereds of the Company, I have determined to 
inform you of them without Delay, in the Order in which they have occurred 
The Fird Step which I judged it neceflary to take, as the Ground on which my future Pro- 
ccedmgs with the Rajah were to be condufted, was to recapitulate in Writing the feveral In 4 ances 
of his Conduft, which for fome Time pad have repeatedly drawn upon him the fev re Re- 
prehenfions of tlie Boards and to demand a clear and fatisfaftory Explanation—This P- r I fent 

to the Rajah by the Hands of Mr. Markham, who was direfted to require an ‘immediate 
Aniwcr# 

In the Evening his Anfwer arrived. The following are Copies of both. 


“ To Rajah Cheyt Sing. 

“ It is about Sixteen Months fince Ldah Sadaiuind. your Buxey and confidential Servant, came 
to Calcutta, charged with an exprefs Commiffion and Authority to make Excuf.s for voir pa(l 
Condiidf, •'vnd to give me A flu ranees, confirmed by Oath, of your future SubmifTmn to my 
Advice, and the Orders of my Government As a Ted of your Sincerity, I required your 
« immediate and un refer ved Acquicfccnce in the Demand, which at the lime Tim? was rnade 

“ to 
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t‘ to you, in the Name of the Governor General and Council, of the Subfidy of Five Lacks 
of Rupees for the Ex peaces of the War. 

« With this Demand you oftenfibly complied, in your Anfwer to my Letter ; and the Buxey 
promifed me verbally in your Name, and in Terms fo ftrong as amounted to the fulled 
“ Afliirancc, that there fliould be no Delay in the Payment. Relying on this Agrecmcnc 
“ and Promife, I gave Orders to Mr. Fowke, who was then Refident at this Place, to receive 
“ the Money, and remit it to Colonel Camac for the Pay of the Army, which had been 
“ ordered to march towards the Province of Malva j and I made no other Provifion for it, 
“ fuch was my Confidence in your Faith : But you deceived mej and, after having made the Firft 
“ Payment of a few Rupees, either confulting the Temper of the Times, or conforming to a 
“ premeditated Defign, you by Shifts and Pretexts withheld the Remainder, until the Army, 
<« for whofe Ufe it was intended, was reduced to the laft State of Diftrefs. Many Hundreds 
deferted j and, had an Enemy at that Time appeared againll them, their total Defiruftioii had 
“ been inevitable. 

“ In all this Time daily Applications were made to you by the Refident, and I wrote repeat- 
“ cd Letters to you j but you paid no Regard to either. 

“ Befides this, I required, in the Name of the Governor General and Council, by Letters, 
“ and ordered Mr. Fowke to repeat the Requifition in Perfon, that you fliould furnifh a Body 
“ of Horfe to alTift and a£l with the Armies of the Company j and when Mr. Markham fuc- 
“ cceded Mr. Fowke, I gave him Orders to repeat the Demand ; which he did accordingly, 
“ with frequent and almoft daily Importunity, limiting the Number to 1,500, and afterwards to 
“ 1,000. To this Demand you returned evafive Anfwcrs ; nor to this Hour have you contri- 
“ buted a Angle Horfeman. 

“ I pafs over other Inftanccs of your Conduifl, in which, through the Means of your fecret 
“ Agents, you have endeavoured to excite Diforders in the Government on which you depend ; 
“ and your Negledt of the Duty which you owe to it, and to the Subjeds of this Zemindary, 
“ by fuflfering the daily Perpetration of Robberies and Murders, even in the Streets of the City 
“ of Benares itfclf, to the great and public Scandal of the Englilh Name, and in Violation of 
“ one of the Conditions on which you receive the Confirmation of this Zemindary. But, as the 
“ Two foregoing Inftances amount to a diredb Charge of DifafFeftion and Infidelity to the Go- 
“ vernmenc on which you depend, and happened at a Time in which it was your Duty moft 
“ cfpecially to have exerted yourfclf in the Support of its Intcrefts, I have therefore judged it 
" proper to ftate them to you thus fully in Writing, and to require your Anfwer to them. And 
“ this I cxpc< 5 t immediately.” 


ANSWER. 

“ I received your Letter delivered to me by Mr. Markham, and I have underflood every Parti- 
“ cular of its Contents, Sir, after the Arrival of Sheik Ally Nucky, I obferved all the Orders 
“ which you fent mej and I received the Letter which the dcceafcd Sheik brought me, informing 
“ me that every Sufpicion was now complcatly removed from your Mind, and tliat I mull confidcr 
“ you as formerly attentive to me. But I have not experienced from you the fame Gcnerofitics as 
“ formerly. I fent' you repeatedly Letters, reprefenting to your Confideration my unhappy Cir- 
" cumftances ; but you never honoured me with any Reply. For this Reafon I fent my Buxey 
“ Sadantind to your Prefence, enjoining him to reprefent to you the Firmnefs of my Obedience and 
“ Attachment j to lay before you the Particulars of my Situation ; and to learn the Difpofltion of 
“ your Mind towards me. He arrived accordingly in your Prefence, and reprefented every Thing 
“ in a proper Manner. I have never deviated in the fmalleft Degree from thefe Profeflions j and 
“ the Bsnefaftions and Civilities with which you have honoured me, have given me the greateft 
" Satisfaftion j and I have confidcred you as the Source from which I derive the Fulfilment of all 
“ my Wilhes and Defircs. It is my firm Hope that I may be always favoured with your Dircc- 
“ tions. In this Manner I complied, with the utmoft Readinefs, with the Order you fent me for 
“ the Payment of Five Lacks of Rupees on Account of the War : — I fent firft One l.ack of Rupees, 
“ with an Anfwer to your Letter afterwards, having paid to Mr. Fowke the Sum of One Lack 
“ and Seventy thoufand Rupees, I fent a Letter requefting a further Allowance of Time to enable 
» me to make fome Preparations. To this I received no Reply— it being no Time to delay. Not- 
“ withftanding this, I was not a Moment inattentive to this Concern, and as foon as my Buxey 
“ arrived, I paid immediately the remaining Part of the Sum. The remitting of this to the Army 
“ did not depend upon me t if any Delay happened on this Head I could not help it. If, befides 
“ the Payment of the Money, the Remittance of it alfo to the Army had refted with irje, a Delay 
“ of this Kind fliould not have happened. I have enclofed in this Letter a Paper rcfpcdlmg the 
“ particular Suras which have been advanced, with their Dates. 

“ With refpedl to the Horfe, you defired me, in your Letter, to inform you of what Number I 
« could afford to ftation with you. I fent you a particular Account of all that were in my Service, 
“ amounting to One thoufand Three hundred Horfe, of which fcvcral were ftationed at diftanc 
Plaea; but I received no Anfwer to this. Mr. Markham delivered me an Order to prepare a 
S«t.C0M. Rsp.lL N “Thoufand 
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“ Thoufand Horff. In Compliance with your Wiflics I colIc«ftcd Five hundred Horfe, and X Sub- 
(litiKc for the Rcmaindcri Hvc hundred Burkund^fleSi of which I lent you InfoniiACion ^ and I 
“ told Mr. Markham that they were ready to go to whatever Place they (hould be fent. No 
“ Anfwer, however, came from you on this Head, and I remained aftonilhed at the Caule of it. 

Repeatedly I a(ked Mr. Markham about an Anfwer to my Letter about the Horfe } but he told 
tt that he did not know the Reafon of no Anfwer having been fent. 1 remained aftonilhed.-^- 
** With refpeft to the Sepoys, I received firft ah Order to ftation Two of my Companies, which I 
“ did. I was then dcfired to give a Tunkhaw for the Payment of the Sepoys, and likewife to pay 
“ the Captain j which has been done every Month. 

“ Excepting Abdullah Beg, who remains with you, and his Attendants, none of my People, 
“ either Dependents or Servants, or others in any Shape conneded with me, have ever gone to 
“ Calcutta. My Enemies, with a View to my Ruin, have made falfe Reprefentations to you. 
“ Now that, happily for me, you have yourfelf arrived at this Place, you will be able to afeertaia 
" all the Circumftanccs relative to the Horfe, to my People going to Calcutta, and the Dates of 
“ the Receipts of the particular Sums abovementioned ■, you will then know whether I have 
" amufed you with a falfe Reprefentation, or made a juft Report to you. 

“ 1 have given my Aumils moft particular Injuniftions, and have taken a Penalty Bond from 
“ them, that they lhall keep no Thieves in their Diftrifts. What Power have they to aft other. 
“ wife ? But if ever a Robbery or Murder is committed in the Country, I have been careful to ini- 
“ pale or otherwife punilh the Culprit. If a Perfon having committed a Delinquency Ihould 
“ cfcapc to fome other Place fo as to elude all Difeovery, in that cafe I am helplefs ; but to the 
“ utmoft of my Power I endeavour to fulfil your Orders. I have never fwerved in the fmallcft 
“ Degree from my Duty to you. It remains for you to decide on all thefe Matters. I am in 
” every Cafe your Slave. What was juft I have reprefented to you. May your Prdfpciity 
“ encrcafc ! 


“ Account of Five Lacks of Rupees advanced for the Expence of the War. 


“ I ft Shabaun 
“ a^th Ramzaan 
“ 7 th Showal 
“ i8th Showal 


lOO.OCO 

1 70.000 

1 30.000 

100.000 


500,000 


Tills Anfwer you will perceive to be not only unfatisfaftory in Subftance, but ofFenfivc in Stile, 
and Icfs a Vindication of himfelf than a Recrimination upon. It exprc/Tcs no Concern for the 
Caufes of Complaint contained in my Letter, or Dcfire to atone for them, nor the fmallcft Intention 
to purfue a difterent Line of Conduft. An Anfwer couched nearly in Terms of Defiance, to Re- 
quifitions of fo ferious a Nature, I could not but confitler as a ttrong Indication of that Spirit of 
Independency which the Rajah has for fome Years pall alTumed, and of which indeed I had early 
obferved other manifeft Symptoms, both before and from the Inftant of my Arrival here. 

Under thefe alarming Appearances of the Rajah’s Conduft and Difpofition, I conceived myfelf 
indilpcnfably obliged to form fome immediate and decifive Plan for obviarfng their Confcquencc, 
and for the Prefervation of the Company’s Rights and Intcrdls in this Zemindary. To have left 
him in the full Exercife of Powers, which he had notorioufly abufed, and which it was to be ap- 
prehended he would employ to the moft dangerous Purpbfcs, was totally inconfiftent with the 
Maxims of Juftice and Prudence. To diveft him entirely of the Zemindary, though juftifiablc 
on the Grounds ftated above, would be attended with an Appearance of Severity, and might 
have furnifticd Grounds for Conftruftions unfavourable to the Credit of our Government, and to 
my own Reputation, from the natural Influence which every Aft of Rigour, excrcifcd in the Per- 
fons of Men who (land in elevated Stations, is apt to imprefs on the Minds of thole who are too 
remote from the Scene of Aeftion to judge, by any Evidence but of the direft Fafts themfclves, 
of their Motives or Propriety. 

Thus circumftanced, and attentive to thefe oppofite Confidcrations, 1 laid down the following 
Plan for my future Proceedings. 

I firft direfted the Refidcnt to repair to the Rajah, who refided at his Hoofc, fituated on this 
Side of the River, at the Diftance of about Two Miles i and gave him the following Inftruftions : 


« Benares, 15th Auguft 1781, 10 at Night. 

“ To Mr. William Markham, Refidenc at Benares. 

“ Sir, 

“ It is my Order, that you proceed early To-morrow Morning to the Houfe of Rajah Cheyf 
“ Sing, with your ufual Guard, and put him in Arrcft. You will require his inomediatc Submiffion, 

“ informing 



fst'] 

. “ informing him, that you aft under Orders given you by me; and in cafe of his Refufal, you will 
♦♦ wait the Arrival of Two Companies of SepoyS bftonging to Major Popham’s Detachment, who 
« arc direfted to follow and aflift you in the 'Execution of this Service. Having fccurcd the Rajah, 
“ you will keep him in your Cuftody until further Orders. 

**.l ^m, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient Servant, 

- (Signed) “ Warren Haftings."* 

On the next Morning Mr. Markham went, according to his foregoing Inftruftions, and was 
■followed by Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys belonging tp Major Popham’s Detachment. 
The R«ah quietly fubmitted to the Arreft ; and Mr. Markham returned to me with the following 
Letter from the Rajah, leaving him under the Charge of Lieutenantfs Stalker, Scott, and Simes. 
For the Particulars which paired at this Interview, I refer you to the following Report, whicli 
Mr. Markham delivered to me on his Return. 


Letter from the Rajah. 

** At this Time Mr. William Markham being come to me, has informed me that your High- 
“ oefr’s Orders are, that I Ihould remain under a Guard. My Proteftor, I before reprefented to 
*** you, on board your Pinnace, that I was* the Servant of the Honourable Sirkar, and was ready 
from my Heart and Soul. Whatever may be your Pleafure, do it with your own Hands. I 
am your Slave ; what Occafion can there be for this Guard 


"Benares, i6th Auguft 1781. 

" To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. See. See. 

" Honourable Sir, 

** I this Morning, in Obedience to your Orders of laft Night, proceeded with a few of my 
** Orderlys, accompanied by Lieutenant Stalker, to Shcwvallah Gaut, the prefent Refidence of 
** Rajah Cheyt Sing, and acquainted him, it was your Pleafure he lliould confider himfclf in Ar- 
" reft; that he Ihould order his People to behave in a quiet and orderly Mariner, for that any 
** Attempt to refeue him would be attended with his own Deftruftion. The Rajah fubmitted 
** quietly to the Arreft ; and alTured me, that whatever were your Orders, he was ready implicitly 
" to obey : He hoped that you would allow him a Subfiftcnce ; but as for his Zemindary, his 
“ Forts, and Treafurc, he was ready to lay them at your Feet, and his Life, if required. He 
** expreded himfelf much hurt at the Ignominy, which he affirmed muft be the Confcquence of 
•* his Confinentent, and intreated me to return to you with the foregoing Submiffion, hoping 
" that you would make Allowances for his Youth and Inexperience, and, in Confideration of his 
** Father's Name, releafe him from his Confinement as foon as he Ihould prove the Sincerity of Ids 
" Offers, and himfelf deferving of your Compaflion and Forgivenefs. 

“ Near a Quarter of an Hour after this Converfation, Lieutenant Scott arrived with the Two 

Grenadier Com’panies of Major Popham’s Regiment, to whofc and Lieutenant Stalker’s Care 
" I left the Rajah, having given them the following Inftruftions — That they Ihould difarm every 
** Servant of the Rajah’s ; — that they Ihould allow him any fuch Eight or Ten Kiflinutgars, for the 
** Attendince of his Perfon, as he (hould approve of;— that thefe Men Ihould be Ihown to the Se- 
** poys, left any Deceit Ihould be praftifed ; but that they might indulge him in any Requeft 
" confifteht with the Security of his Perfon. 

“ I am now returned to acquaint you with my Proceedings, and to receive any further Inllruc- 

tions, if you think it neceffary, 

** I have the Honour to be, 

" Honourable Sir, 

" Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

' " William Markham.” 

As the Rajah in the above Letter had defircdThat Mr. Markham might be fent back to him, I 
was preparing Inftruftions for that Purpofe, when I. received another Letter from the Rajah, of 
which the following is a Tranflation : 


Letter from the Rajah. 

** I am the Servant of the Sirkar, and am ready from my Heart and Soul in the Performance of 
ydulr Ordets.— My Honour was bellowed on me by your Highnefs; it depends on you alone to 
** awayi'or not take away, the Country out of my Hands. In cafe my Honour is not left me, 
- • ” how 
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how (hall I be equal to the Bufinefs of the Sirkar ? Whoever, with his Hands in a fuppllcatiag 
“ PoUvire, is ready with his Life and Property, what Ncceflity can there be for him to be dealt 
“ with in this Way ?” 

From the apparent Dcfpondcncy in which thefe Letters were written, I thought it neceflary to 
give the Rajah Ibmc Encouragement } and accordingly wrote him the following Anlv/er : 


Letter to the Rajah. 

“ I have received your Two Arzies by the Hands of Mr. Markham, and underftand tjicir C09- 
“ tents. — That Gentleman will wait upon you in the Afternoon, and explain all Particulars to you. 
“ — Set your Mind at Reft, and do not conceive any Terror or Apprehenfion.” 

To this I received the following Reply : 


Letter from the Rajah. 

“ Your gracious Letter has been received, and has made me acquainted with your Commands. 
“ You order that Mr, William Markham will come to me j that I muft not fiiffer any Apprehenfion 
“ to diftrefs me, but remain at Eafe in my Mind. — My Proteftor, wherever you fpread your 3 ha« 
“ dow over my Head, I am entirely free from Concern and Apprehenfion ; and whatever you, 
“ who are my Maftcr, (hall as fuch determine, will be right.” 

At this Time I Iiad prepared Mr. Markham’s Second Inftruftions ; but before he could fet out 
with them. Intelligence came tliat large Bodies of armed Men had crofled the River from Ramna- 
gur, and had proceeded to the Rajah’s Houfe. What follows is a Scene of fuch Horror, that it is 
with the greateft Reludance I fubmit to the painful Duty of relating it : The Guard placed over 
the Rajah confiftcd of the Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys, as above-mentioned, from Major 
Popham’s Detachment, and commanded by the Officers already named, who were Rationed in an 
inclofcd Square, wliich furrounded the Apartment where the Rajah was. The Refident’s Guard 
had returned with him. It now appeared that thefe Troops had taken no Ammunition with them: 
Major Popham fent another Company of Sepoys, under an Officer, with Ammunition, to reinforce 
and fupport the Firft Party. When the latter arrived at the Rajah’s Houfe, they found it fur- 
rounded, and all the Avenues blockaded by a Multitude of armed Men, who oppofed their Paflage. 
The Minds of this tumultuous Aftembly becoming foon inflamed, fomc of them began to fire upon 
the Sepoys within the Square ; and immediately, as if this had been the concerted Signal, the whole 
Multitude ruflied in, ancl made an inftantaneous and fierce Attack upon the Sepoys^ who, wanting 
their accuftomed Means of Defence, were capable of making but a feeble Refiftance, and fell an 
eafy Sacrifice to the fuperior Numbers of the Aftailants, who cut almoft every Man of this unfortu- 
nate Party to Pieces. The Officers, it is fuppofed, were the Firft Viftims to their Fury •, bgt not 
until they had, by aftoniftiing Efforts of Bravery, and undifmayed amidft the imminent Danger 
which furrounded them, involved a much fuperior Number of their Enemies in their Fate : In this 
general Report of them all Accounts concur, though varying in Circumftanccs : I yield to my own 
F'eelings in beftowing this juft, but unavailing Tribute, to thefe unhappy Gentlemen. In the 
Midft of this Confufion, the Rajah found Means to cfcape through a Wicket which opened to the 
River; and the Banks being exceedingly ftcep in that Place, he let himfelf down by Turbans tied 
together, into a Boat whiclr was waiting for him, and conveyed him to the oppofite Shcffc: Thole 
wlio had efTe^ted his Efcape, followed him acrofs the River, in the fame tumvltuous Manner in 
which they had aflembled, leaving the Party of our Sepoys which had laft arrived, in the Pofleffion 
of the Houfe. 

On the firft Intelligence of this Commotion, I had direfled Major Popham to repair immediately 
to his Camp, which was about Two Miles from the Refident’s, and at the Ikme Diftance from the 
Rajah’s Iloufe; and to march inftantly with the Remainder of his Detachment to the Support of 
the Party. This Order w.as executed with all poffible Expedition j but Major Popham arrived too 
late, and had tlie Mortification to be a Speftator of the Effefts of a Maflacrc which he could nei- 
ther prevent nor revenge— He returned to me immediately, and made the following Report : 


Report of Major Popham. 

" Coufequent to an Order for the Detachment under my Command to proceed to the Support of 
the Grenadier Companies under Liegtcnant Stalker, I carried it with as much Expedition as pof- 
“ fibic to Adjet Sing’s Palace, which I found to be entirely evacuated by the Rajah’s People, who 
“ were alre.ady landed on the oppofite Side of the River. * 

“ Of tlic Two Companies commanded by Lieutenant Stalker very few remained alive, apd tbo 
“ Majority of thofe appeared to be fcvercly wounded. The Bgdies of Licutcnants'Stidkcr, Scott, 

“ and 
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« and Simesy^ere lying within a fmall Diflrance of each other, Ihockingly mangled, and without 
« any Signs of Life. « 

“ It may be neceflarv to oljferve, that, LieuK'^^h^ Burrell was^ilpatthed wi^thiO*’*, Company of 
“ Sepop^upoh the Hrft Rumoilr of tht ilajaS's coercive liitCniiohs, blit the Fate of the Companies 
“ which preceded him Isras decided p^ijjr .t« hia beii^ ,abl^ to enfer the Palace. There were, however, 
“ fome of the Rajah’s People whom he effcClually cleared it of. In his 


Attack he met with fome 


« Lofs. 


1 - 015 . 1 ' - 

<*My utmoft Eodeavouh haVi; hitherto i^oyed infuffiyient to procure an exaft Dctaivdf rthc 
« Killed and Wounded in this unfortunate TranfaiSlioh. 

“ I dtoughi;^ it off^awyito .leaye a Company Subaltern in iJi^ Palace. ^ 

B^rharc^ ^ " Witfiam Pbphahfi^ 

•' i^th Auguft 1781 IWyo'r.”' ‘ 


i cannot learn with Certainty what ijS become of the Rajah, but the prevailing Report iiC 
that he fled’ from Ramnagur, his ufual Rcliiiencc on the other Side of the River, in the Middle of 
the Night, and. proceeded with his Zenana afld EfTeAs to Lutteefov^i a ftrpng Fort 9f hisi 
iltuated about iTeti Mile! from Chunari. He wis accompanied by ^jan Si/ig his ^rothcr, and 
Munyar Sing a Rdation wd Soit.bf ^option bf Rajah l^lwant^Sing, . He has aifp had the 
Precaution to take with hW B^MO^kdoY Widow of Rajah il^ul want;. Sing hfs* father* 
her S 0 h 4 n-Law‘ Efurbijey Sihgi aiid fits T^O'Sons her Grandfohs. . 

In them he. ppflefles, every Mender ofiss Family who , can,, have, ^y, I*le^ dilputc wjth bini 

the Right of^nheritahte froni his Father Rajah Bulwant Sing, if that wefd ever a Queftioo. • 
Ri^t to the Zemihdary being derived exclufively from Sunnuds which his .Father ^evi^r 
poflefled, but. which were flrft grdit^d to Cheyt Sing by the late Vidcr Suji^i ul Dowla, throu^ 
the Influence of our Government in the Xeaf.iyyjji and fl rice ^repeated by .,Amilar .Grants frorn 
our Government, when the Sovereignty was c^gdep to the' Cdrbpany. by tJft preferit papbb Afopli 
ul Do^la. ’ ■ V ' ' , r.!*, . 

i hive jnade^Cbolce of Baboo PoOriJri Siiig, who jictd tlwl 0 flicc of tfci^ad duri^ fcvcral 
Tearaof the Lim of Rajah Bulwant Sing, for' a confidcrable Perl^ fihtc’ the AcMfRoh ofthe pre- 
fent Rajah, tbadmimfld the Revenue's aivd Governrnerit of this CoUdkfjf,'in th^ 'Qpality of Naib, 
until it Cktt be determined to v^hon^ Ae 2Jemi,ndary may legdly belp^i and who may. be in a 
Capacity to receive it. ^ v 

To this Effeft lhate caufcd a Prodama|:ic#to. be made throbj^h tbe Cify.dT ffcnarcs, aft’^ 
have nbtifled it by bircblat .P^rwahnahs to dl the. Zemlud^s a^ Aurtiils bf the Zefnlndary. ^ . 

To, enforce the Eiebytlon bf tb^ A«s, to nij^taip Trin^ulliiw and Order ifl the Country, ana 
proteA the Inhabitants) I hiv# Ordered, One BatdRion of Se^ys from CHunargur, the Remainder; 
of Major Pophatit'a Detachment from Mirzapobr, and aRe^ihcnt of Sepoys frprti Dinapoor, to 
march imniediateiy tb ^foalresi „ 1 

The Detail bf thiie Proccedirigi fliall be trahTmuted to you in'^a fubfeqUent Letter. I do not 
expeft they will detain me here mujch beyond tht^STime I had pi^forlbed to myfelf) which 'was 
about 6(^60 01^ Eight Dayt. 

^ ‘ I haye the ||oiiour to be, with die gteateft Eftfcem, 

Benares, . ' ' ' " ' . ' Sir**.' ' . 

itih AusuR 1781* Tour xnoft ohedient humble SerVant) 

' ^ ‘ " , ‘ (Signed Warren Haftlrigs. 

E. S. The%et*y|iciifoh^d ih Us great Lcng.th, has afforded me an 

Opp0^li% «f (Sbi^|igl^l% t|f latter Part of it 1. and! have ijOw the SatiSfaftion to add, that 
Randy Gdlhh^Ooer, togemer ^imher Sbn-in*law Diirbejcy Sing, and hii T wo Sons, arc fafe at 
Benaru. 

I .hliyb thU Mbriiih^ rttbeite'd a V Durbejey Sing» and his cldcft Son Myep 


Nattid. 


..Sdnards* ^ „ 

the 


(Signed) 


W. H. 


A true C<^y» 


Auriof, 

$ec'^ 


Sat. Com. Rip. II* 


Letter 
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Letter from the Governor General, at Btitiares, dated 29th ^ptember 1781, to Mr. \Yhder. 

■M ' 


Sir, 


To LdVrard WheJer, Eftjuire. 


oir, • , 

1 have had the Honour to inform you in various and fucceflive Letters of my TranfaAions, 
and of the Occurrences which have befallen me fince my Departure from Calcutta, and cipc- 
cially fince my Arrival at this Place on the 14th of laft Month. It is my Intention' to employ the 
firft Hours of my Leifure in drawing up a detailed Narrative of the latter/Or ybtin Irtformation ; 
in the mean Time I fhall continue to advife you, from Time to Time, of fiich Circumftances of 
Moment as occur in the Courfe of daily Bufincfs, both for your Information, and for the Means of 
obtaining your Sentiments upon them for my AlTiitancc and Guid'ancc. I deem it a Misfortune, that 
not one of your Letters, written with the Knowledge of the late Troubles, have reached me, and 
I much fear that many of mine may have rnifearried ; for which Rcafon, 1 Ihall caufc to be 
tranferibed Copies of all written fince the 16th of laft Month, and fhall tranfmit them to 
you. 

Left my l.etters, advifing you of our late Succefles, Ihould have been intercepted, I thiiik It 
proper to repeat in this the Subftance of them. 

The Arrival of the Detachment from Caunpore, under Major Crabb, of the loth Inftant, aiid 
bf Major Roberts on the 13th, enabled Major Popham to take the Field with a confidcrabic 
Force. 

It was publicly expefted that his firft Attempt ^ould be made upon RWnagur > but 
fuch Information having been given of the State of the Two Fortrefies of Lutteefpo#and Patella, 
as feemed to promife the certain and immediate Reduftion of thofe Places j he accordingly formed 
his Army into Two Detachments, one commanded by Major Crabb, confifting of the Firft Bat- 
talion of the Sixth Regiment, the Scventli Regiment,* the Battalion of the Nabob’s Body Guard, 
commanded by Lieutenant Polhill, with Six 6 Pounders, and T>ne Inch Howitzer; and 
the other under his own Command, confifting of the Nineteenth, Thirtieth, and Thirty-fifth 
Regiments, Two Companies of European Infantry, the Corps of Rangers, artd about Thirty- 
Artillery, with Six 6 Pounders, Two 8y Inch Howitzers, and an 8 Inch Mortar. The Firft 
Detachment marched on the Night of the 15th, by a large Circuit, through almoft imprafticable 
Ways : But the Spirit of the Officers and Men furmounted every Difficulty. In Places where 
the Guns could not be drawn by Bullocks, the Sepoys lifted them up the Rocks; and at 
length, on the Morning of the 20th, they arrived at the Heights lying behind and above the 
Fort of Lutteefpoor, at a Place called Lora, which commands a Pals defeending to Lutteefpopr 
and reputed inacccfllble againft Oppofition, but {jtom above. The profound Secrecy with which 
this Expedition was undertaken, and to which the Security of the Enemy, in a Region fo un- 
frequented, not a little contributed, prevented any Oppofition to our Troops in the different 
Parts of their Route. Their firft Movement only, but neither their Strength nor Deftination 
was known till their very near Approach. 

At l^ra they met a Body of 2,000 of the Enemy, which thiy defeated and difperfed with lifrie 
Lofs on our Side, but on theirs of 200 Men killed on the Spot.^Thc next Morning they took Pof- 
IclTion of the Pafs, and of the Fort of Lutteefpoor, which they foild evacuated. 

In the mean 1 ime Major PopNam marched with his Part of the Forces oil the Mornino- of the 
16th to Patefta, a Pl^c in Confideration in ftfclf, being a fortiffifd Stone Houfe within a' very 
high Rampart, and a Ditch of great Depth, and the Town which is great Extent lurround^ 

being all obfeurt^ from Obfervation by Trees ai\d thicfr'Bulbes he 
judged It not advifeablc to attempt an immediate Affault upon the Place, vihi#fprtunatcly aroved 
* concurrent Succefs in both Enterprizes, almoft in the fatne Inftant of Tii^a^or itj 
tLT v'"® k he ftormed and took Patefta, at the fai»e Time defeated and dlLrfing. 

1 wo Bodies of the. i-nemy that made an Attempt on his Camp. And on the fame Day, and on 
the fame Hour, Mai or Crabb fought and gained the Battle of Lora, which was the immediate' and 
eventual Caufc of the Capture of Lutteefpoor. 

T'lie News of thefc combined Siicceffes alarmed the Rajah to fuch a D^ree. that he inftantlv fled 
b, , R,u.= over the Hill, from Lo.tcfpoor, »hich rill rha. Ti J £ £ Si 3 

■“ ■' '^■"8 'Pal-. 

H J,'’' ’’'J '» S'l-". and its Contagion fo rapid', ‘that in a fery 

L °1 ".aurlh «'tc »holly abandonad 

Major Balfour marched on the azd, and took Poffcffon of Ramnacrur. 

On the Morning of the 25th 1 parted froni the Nabob, who fet out on that k- 

Return to lus Capital. It is but Jiiftice to the Nabob to declare, that on the firft Intclhg«nce of 
thtfe 1 roubles, notwithftanding my repeated and preffing Injun(ftion.s to return to LueSJw he 
prolecuted lus March to Benares, with only a few Companies of Sepoys and 100 Hmfe at tha! 

vlr "T’ T^' Of*’*'*' inftance given the llrongeft Proo&pf his.FidcUty and 

Atcachmenr. In the Evening 1 departed from Chunar, and on the next Morning arrived at 

Ramnagur* 
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Ramnaguf. My Stay there being unneceflary, and it having been reprtfcntcd to me tliat mv 
Prefence at Benares wduld be a Means of quieting the Minds of its Inhabitants, I according) • 
returned hithar Yefterday Morning, and had the Happinefs to fiha the City rq^ed to a State oi 
perfeft Or 4 er and Tranquillity. 

I have imicd Proclamations offering Pardon to all who lhall quietly return to their Obedienr* . 
excepting the Perfons of Chwt Sing and his Brother Sujan Sing, whom their late rebellious Con 
du(Sl and their Rancour manifefted to our Nation, iti the deliberate Murder of many of our Sol 
diers, and even unarmed PalTengers who had the Misfortune to fall into their Hands, have pre- 
cluded from every Title to Lenity. 

The Perfoni ftanding next in the Line of Irih'eritaiice of the Zemindary, were Ranny Gooiaub 
Koower the Widotv cvRajah Bulwant Sing, their Daughter married to Bauboo Durbijey Sing, 
and Bauboo Meyipnarain their Grahdfbn by the Two latter, fey the Concurrence of the Two 
Firll Parties, and in Cenfequence of a written Acknowledgment made by the Ranny of the Right 
of her Grandfon Meyipnarain, I have nominated him to the Succeffiort of the Raugc, and have 
appointed the Morning of To-morrow for his InveftitUre. 

I have forborne any particular Comments in this Place, referving them; where they will be more 
properly introduced, for my more detailed Narrative. Yet I cannot fiipprefs, without a Violence 
to my own Feelings, the Teftimony which is due efpecially from me to the unexampled Zeal 
and public Spirit of all our Officers, and the wonderful Aftivity with which their Qualities were 
difplayed on the late Occafion. I have already acknowledged the early Exertions which were 
made by Colonel Blair during my former Ihorc and calamitous Relidehce at Benares. Of Major 
Popham I cannot fay fufficient to exprefs my Senfe of his Services. Though my Letters were 
every where intercepted, Colonel Morgan, 4 ^ith a Decilion and Solioifude that refleft equal Credit 
upon his ChaMidter, detached Major Crabb, with his Party; to my Aflldance; On the hrd and 
inftant Rumour of my Situation, Colonel Sir John Cummi%, with the like Alacrity, obeyed the 
Orders of his March to Cawnpore ; as did Colonel Ahmuty in the immediate Difpatch of Major 
Crawford, and the Troop of Cavalry. The fame Spirk animated every Officer of every Corps, 
and infufed itfelf into the Men tinder their Command, with an EfTcdt fo far (biceeding the common 
Occurrences of human Affairs, that in the complete Space of One Month, this great and valu- 
able Province, which had been uncxpcdkcdly and wholly loft^ was in SuBftance wholly recovered 
to the Britilh Empire; 

I have the Hon9ur to be , 

Benares, Your mbft obedient 

25th September 1781. humble Servant, 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A true Copy, 

^ J. P. AwioU 

Secretary. 


A ,;5, 

> V ‘ ' • 

Yotfr Committee muff here remarl^ that the Reflation to make a foniial Derhand on Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, to raife and mainta^ Three Battalions of Sepoys during the prefent War^ was made 
on the Ninth of July 1JI78 j and that on the Seventeenth • of Aughft following, the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council r^olve,. That'^he Sum of Five Oltcks of Muckledar Rupees be fixed as the 
Sublldy to.be paid, by Riyah Cheyt Sing,t!pr the Maintenance of thofe Three Battalions of Sepoys; 
and on the Ape Day the Governor General and iCoa^il advife the Court of Directors of this 
Refolutipn : But Yoi^^Cfimmittee do not find thap tlilk'tourt of Dife^lors fent any Orders what- 
foever c6 relative to this important Subject 
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SECOND REPORT 
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SELECT COMMITTEE, 


Appointed to take into Confidcration the State of the Adminiftration of 
Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and to report 
the fame, as it (hall appear to them, to the Houfe, with their Obfer- 
vations thereupon j and who were inftrufted to confider how the 
Britifh Poffeffions in the Eaft Indies may be held and governed with 
the grcateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what 
Means the Happinefs of the Native Inhabitants may be heft pro- 
moted. 


Y our committee, in the laft SefTion of Parliament, prefented their Second Report to the 
Houfe : This Report contained the Origin of the Connedfion between the Rcprclcntativcs of 
' the Englilh Company and Bulwant Sing, Rajah of Benares •, and was cotitiiuicd to tliat 
Period when Cheyt Sing, the Son and Succeflbr of Bulwant Sing, was firft arrefted by Order of the 
Governor General, and afterwards deprived of all Rank, Power, and Command in that Zcmhid.iry 
which w^jtbe Inheriunce of his Anceftors. 

This Report was a mere Statement of hiftorical Fails, but without any Obfervaiions from Your 
Committee j for, although the Governor General’s Proceedings againft the Rajah ot I’ci are.'. ap(’carerl 
to be fuch as carried with them their own Condemnation, yet Your Committee dcr lined making any 
Comrhents upon it, until they had received thofc which the Governor General h td promiled to 
lend to the Eaft India Company : They arc contained in the Governor Genenl’s Narrative and 
Appendix thereto, in the Appendix, N* i, hereunto annexed. 
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Your Commiuec have perufed this Narrative with great AttentUnj but the fiift Impreflion 
(yliich Your Committee Iiad conceived of Cbeyt Sing's Arreft fubfequfwt -Depofi d, -is npy 
Hrengthened and confirmed by the Governor GencralVown Repirfentatton of the Cl!afr. 

In order to convey fome general Knowledge of the Sobjedl, Your Committee will make a few 
Observations on fome Points mentioned by the Governor General in his Narrative, before they 
proceed to examine more particularly into thofe Meafurcs which he has thought proper to purfue 
againll Cheyt Sing. 

The Governor General dates, “ that Bulwant Sing derived the Degree of Independency which 
“ be podcflbd during the latter Period ,of his Life, i^&^he Prdteftion or Intervention of pgf 
“ Government.” ,This appears to be a Fad; he was pfj^r^d by an Article of the Tr^ty n^ade 
by Lord dive with the Vizier in 1765 ; and thofe who’TOxecded LSfd Clive ih that Gbvcrnmciif,’ 
until the Death of' 0 'ulwant Sing, paying a due Regard to the Faith of Treaties, proteAed him 
againft all the Intrigtfcs of the Vizier; and carried their Attachment fo far, as to make it a Point 
to obtain the SGccedion for his .Son. This lad^&ent happened more than Twelve Months before 
Mr. Hidings fucceeded to the Oidp^fof Prefi4<^t and Governor of Bengal ; yet Your Committee 
obl'erve, the Governor General affcris in his "Narrative, “ that Cheyt Sing obtained from our 
“ Induence, excr/eJ hy myfelf\ the legal Titfe^l^t his Family ever pofieded of Property in the 
“ Land, of which he till then wa^ only the A'ylt^il, and of which he became the acknowledged 
‘‘ Zemindar by a Sunnud granted to him by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my InJlancCf in the 
Month of September 1773.” , . 

Your Committee will endeavour to date this Point to the Houfe with PredfiOB -:— ,111 thc^cond 
Rc[K)rt from this Committee, Several Letters §re entered i'ram John Cartier, Efqoire, the PreUdent, 
and the Council of Bengal ; from which it appears, that Bulwant Sing died 23d Auguft 1770 1 that 
the Prefident and Council exprclled in a former Letter their Sentimcnt.s of the Confequence it was 
to their Adairs to have (he Succefiion to the Zemindary of Benares continue in the Family, but 
that it was a delicate Point to accomplilh with the Vizier — “ the Time has been, when this might 
*' have been made a Demand, but Circiimdanccs are now much changed, and even Addrefs is 
“ neccflary to folicit ; had Bulwant Sing expreded a Widi to fccure the Zemindary in bis own Family^ 

“ at a I ime when the Vizier was receiving back the Country from our Hands, a Doubt can fcarccly 
“ be formed but it would have been attended with Succefs.” 

“ In our Letter of the iith ultimo, we informed you of the Death of the Rajah Bulwant Sing, 

“ and of the Mealures we were taking with the Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah, to induce him to fettlo 
“ the Succeffion of the Zemindary of Benares on the late Rajah's The Demands made by the 
“ Nabob’s Agent were 20 Lacks of Rupees as a Nazerannah, and Five Lacks per Annum as an 
“ Addition to the Sums dipulated by the Treaty of 1765 ; the Terms were, however, finally con- 
“ eluded on the 8tli Indanc, when the Nazerannah was fettled at 17 Lacks, and the required 
“ Increafe was reduced to 2{ Lacks of Rupees; permit us. Honourable Sirs, to congratulate you on 
“ fo very happy a Conclufm of an Event we deem highly important to your Intertji. ' ' 

* in complying with this our earned Recommendation and Requed, has 

“ adorded us the greawd Satisfaftion, and is a Circumdance the more pleading, as it mud give 
“ Strength to the Opinions of the fcveral Powers in Hindodan, of the ftri6t Fricndfljip Ibbfiiting 
“ between the Rnglidi and him; and his having confidercd Captain Harper as a necejfary IVitnefs 
to the Ncgociation carrying on between his Agent Adage Cawn and the young Rajah Cheyt Sfng 
‘‘ will lerve as a Proof to the World, that he meant not to take any Mcafurc therein that m|gK 
give the Ic.nd Caule tor Sufpicion on our Part. , . p 

‘‘ The Picfident was requeded to acquaint the Vizier with the proper Senfe we entertain of hhe 

Attenuon he has paid to our Recommendation, and that wc confider it as an additional Proof of 
“ his rricndlhip. , 

^ ith rcfpeid to the Son and Succtdbr of Bulwant Sing, the Vizier has, as we before tn&rmed 
.. /S^fably to our Defire. Cheyt Sing is m'n Jully inveftedwith the Government, to tbt 

tntire Satufa£hon of (very one, and is confidercd by the Vizier as bolding that Country on the Jams 
Terms as his Father, tlie Difference in the Revenues excepted. The Whole arc fettled at Benares 
Kii^pecs 22,48,499, which are 2,50,000 more than were paid by his Father. The Vizier expreffed 
«. f at the Marriage of his elded Son Mirza Amany. The Rajah, 

bu t "1 from, him, at that Time promifed to attcid j 

“ aliJc the Family'Sif^^ ‘ 

Hadln..s^oftt"l Fort William in Bengal, in their IndruSions to Go'vcrftor 

or tlie 23d of June 1773, thus fay: 

.< Behalf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the Stipulation wiich wa« for- 

merly made with the Vizier in Favour of his Father Rajah Bulwant Sing, in ConfidSiiion of hu 
» Services to the Company in the Year 1764.” vviimogi ^n w nw 

And the Letter of Mr. Hadings and his Council to the Court of Direftors, of 
Oclober i/ 73, places this Pmt of the Zemindary beyond the Pofftbility of a Doubt ; they wrtte^*lW^' 

» Pode^r^'^^i/'T 'he Sunnqds in Favour of Rajah Chejt SinganeSS^: 

„ as it was granted to his Father Bulwant Sing: exewtine only the’ 

t, i77o 7>*' ° ^ which the Rajah had, agreed to. at his Succeffion jn 

^ ' This 
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This is (till more confirmed in the Prcfident’s Report of 4th O£lobcr 1773 ; wherein he ftates as 
follows : 

•« M* 3 is a Pcrfian Copy of a Cowlnama or Engagement, which I obtained from the Vizier, cen- 
n Jirmiitg to Rajah Cbeyt Sing and his Pojttrity., the Stipulations formerly made in Behalf of bis Father 
« Rajah Bulwant Sing. 

*< The Cowlnama was executed in my Prcfcncc, and attefted by me. The Vizier defired, that 
“ the Stipulations made in Favour of the Rajah might be executed in this Mode, rather than by an 

Article in the Treaty •, and it was equally fatisfadory to the Rajah. I muft remark, that be had 
“ already given the Rajah a Cowlnama of this Tenor foon after the Death of Bulwant Sing, through the 
“ Solicitation of Captain Harper, by the Order of the Seletf Committee -, he could, therefore, have no 
« reafonable Plea to refufe the Confirmation of it,** 

In another Part of the fame Report, when the Vizier Sujah Dowlah wifhed to take from Cheyt 
Sing Ten Lacks more than the Sums ftipulated, and he argued, that the Treaty of Allahabitd related 
to Bulwant Sing folely, and was never meant to extend to his Pofterity, the Prefident declares, 
“ That the Vizier himfelf had before put it out of all Difputc by the folemn Aft pafled in the 
“ Rajah’s Favour on hit Succejfton to the Zemindary.** 

Your Committee muft here obferve. That Rajah Cheyt Sing had been in the uninterrupted Pofief- 
fion of his Zemindary for near Three Years before Mr. Haftings had his Interview with the Vizier 
Sujah Dowlah at Benares, in 1773. That the Terms of the Grant had been fully complied with by 
both Parties', and Your Committee conceive, that Cheyt Sing, by virtue of that Grant, and under 
the Proteftion of the Englifh, might have remained in the uninterrupted PoffeBion of it during the 
Life of the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, even if the Governor and Council had not then thought a Con- 
firmation of a Grant obtained by Captain Harper, under the Orders of a former Adminillration, to 
be a ncccflary Meafure •, for it muft be remembered, that this Grant, fo to be confirmed, was con- 
fidercd as an Aft fo folemn as to bind all Parties, and which had then exifted for Three Years in its 
full Force, and without any Deviation whatfoever. 

From this Evidence, Your Committee do not find the Governor General well-founded in his Af- 
fertion, that it was from his Influence that Cheyt Sing obtained the firft legal Title that his Family 
ever poffcffcd of Property in the Land, of which he till then was only the Aumil, and of which he be- 
came the authorized Zemindar, by a Sunnud granted to him by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my In- 
ftance, in the Month of September 1773. On the contrary, the Letters of the Prefident Cartier and 
his Council, to the Direftors ; the Orders Mr. Haftings received from the Council, and their Letter to 
the Direftors, which mention nothing more being obtained than a Renewal of the Sunnuds which 
had already been granted to Cheyt Sing ■, and his own Report to the Council, where he declares, that 
the Vizier had already given to the Rajah a Cowlnama of this Tenor through the Solicitation of Cap. 
tain Harper, and that the Vizier himfelf had before put it (the SuccelTion ) out of all Difputc, by the 
folemn Aft palled in the Rajah’s Favour on his Succellion to the Zemindary •, together with the 
Faft of an inveftiture publicly performed by the proper Officer deputed by the Vizier for that Pur- 
pofe, and the Evidence of Colonel * Harper, who was prefent at that Ceremony j form a Mals of 
incontcftible Proof, that Rajah Cheyt Sing had aftually enjoyed all the Rights of a Zemindar 
Three Years before that Period in which Mr. Haftings obtained only the Confirmation of thofe 
Rights for him. 

Your Committee entered into this Inveftigation only to examine the Governor General’s Aflertion, 
which AlTcrcion appeared quite contradiftory to the Matter contained in their former Reports ; not 
that they conceive it fliould cither increafe or diminilh the aftual Rights of the Company, or that 
it is a fit Subjeft of Difeuffion, whether Rajah Cheyt Sing, who was a Tributary to the Company, 
was more or lefs bound to perform the Duties aftually incumbent on him as a Tributary, becaufe 
he fucceeded to his Zemindary under this or that particular Governor. 

Your Committee cannot avoid remarking, that the Governor General, when he drew up a Nar- 
rative for the Juftification of his Conduft, places the Dependence of Cheyt Sing upon the Company 
in a very oppofite Point of View to that in which he had been accuftomed to regard that Rajah, 
and in a very oppofite Point of View to that in which he had declared he was regarded by the Com- 
pany and the fucceffive Members of the late Councils, previous to the Eftabliftimcnt of the Gover- 
nor General and Council. 

YtJUr Committee obfifrve, that the Governor General confidered Rajah Cheyt Sing “ as culpable 
“ in a very high Degree towards the State •, and his Puniffiment, of which he had given hjm frequent 
“ Warnings, if he did not amend his Conduft, as an Example which Juftice and Policy required 
“ equally for the Reparation of the Wrongs which its Dignity had fuftained, and for the future 
“ Preftevatioo of its Authority And 

The Governor General declares, “ That he was determined to make the Rajah pay largely for his 
“ Pardon, or to exaft a fevere Vengeance for his paft Delinquency.” 

Your Committee, with a View to enable the Houfe to form a juft Judgment upon this Subjeft, 
have thought it neceffary to examine into the aftual State of the Fafts whereon thele Accufations 
of Delinquency arc founded. They will proceed to ftatc the direft Charges made by the Governor 
GeflenU in hia own Words t they will ifo examine whether thofe Charges are well-founded •, and 
iheii (jibmit to the Confideration ^f the jHoufe, how far fuch Charges, even had they been proved 

•Sup. Sxt. Com. Rep. II. B ■ true 
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true in the utmoft Extent, can, or ought to be confidcrcd as a Juftification of the Governor General’s 

Conduft. a' 4 r 

The firft Charge confifts in the Delay of the Payment of the extraordinary Aid ot 5,00,000 

Rupees demanded of him in the Year 1780. j j t 1 

The Governor General dates, It is iufficient to fay, that the Demand was made, and the whole 
Payment due, in July : That it was not until the Month of Oftober, nor until the 

“ fame Conftraint was pradtifed to compel his Obedience, by an Order for the Advance of Two 
“ Battalions of Sepoys for that Purpofe, that the Balance of the Subfidy, which was 2,50,000 
Rupees, was diftharged« In the mean Time the RcTident received an Order from the Board, to 
“ remit the Money as he received it, by Bills, to the Paymafter of Lieutenant Colonel Camac’s 
“ Detachment : But thefe, from the l^atenefs of the Receipts, were not fent until the Detachment 
« had fuffered the Extremity of DiBrefs from the Want of Money, and very great Defertions ; all 
“ which Calamities I charge to Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Account ; as it is certain that my Reliance on his 
“ Faith, and his Breach of it, were the principal Caufes that no other Provifion had been made for 
‘‘ the Detachment, and that it fuffered fuch Want in confeqocnce.” 

Your Committee cannot difeover any Record to prove, that although an extraordinary Demand 
of Money (beyond the (lipulated Rent paid by the Rajah) was made in July, that the whole Pay. 
ment of it was confequetitly due the Moment in which the Demand was made. The Records being 
deficient in this Proof, they had Rccouifc to what had been the Praftice in the Two preceding Years, 
in which this fame extraordinary Demand had been made upon the Rajah : And Your Committee 
will now lay before the Houfe the exaft State of thofc Payments. 


Times of Payment of the extraordinary Aid demanded of Rajah Cheyt Sing, in 1778. 

sad September 1778, Rajah paid — — — — R’ 

loth Odober — — — — — — 4,50,000 

5,00,000 

For 1779. 


30th September 
iff Oftober 
ad — 

3cl - 
5th — • 

7 th — 

9th ■— 
I5ih — 


18 th 
i9Ch 
20th 
aid 




25tOOO 

24.000 

20.000 
20,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 

20.500 

10.500 
1 , 00 , 01.0 
1,90,000 

60,000 


5,00,000 

29th November. Received from Rajah Cheyt Sing, for the Expences of the 
Detachment from Dinagepore, from the Day of its March from thence till the 
Subfidy of 5 Lacks was compleated, being 14 Days — — — 20,000 


5 , 20,000 


For 1780. 

It appears from the Governor General’s Narrative, that the Money was paid as follows : 

In July — — _ — 1,00,000 

Augufi: — — 50,000 

September ——— — — — 1,00,000 

aoth Oftober — — — .... 2,50,000 


5,00,000 


By thefe Statements, it does appear that in the Year 1780, in which the Charge of Delay 
made, the Rajah had paid Half the extraordinary Aid much fooner than in any preceding Tear* 

’ that 
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tliat he the Whole aS early as in the laft Year, although the Payment was then enforced by 

Two Battalions of Sepoys ; and that he' was only Ten Days later in his Payments of the remaining 
Half than in the Firll Year of this Demand. 

Your Committee will now proceed to the Inveftigation of the other Part of this Charge; namely, 
all the " Calamities which befcl Lieutenant Colonel Camac’s Detachment, which the Governor Gc- 
« ncral charges to Cheyt Sing’s Account.” 

As this is made a diredt Charge againft Cheyt Sing, and afllgned as the Firft Reafon to juftify the 
extraordinary Proceedings which have been held towards him. Your Committee expefted fomething 
more like Proof than mere general Afiertion. They have perufed the Governor General’s Narra- 
tive wi^ Attention, and have not been lefs attentive to the Records of the Company ; and the 
followtftg is the Rcfult of their Enquiries. 

It ap^ars, that Captain Popham was fent early in the Year 1780 with a Detachment, to the Aflift- 
ance of^^the Rana of Gohud. 

It ap^ars, by the 2d Article of the Treaty with the Rana of Gohud, That he was to pay the 
Expcnco of this Detachment ; and the Sums were ftipulatcd in Proportion to the Number of 
Troops to be employed. 

By thuF^th Article of that Treaty it appears. That in cafe the combined Forces of the Rana and 
the Engl^ were employed in any hortile Operations againft the Marattas, beyond the Borders of 
the Rana!s own Dominions, upon Requifition made to him in Writing, he was to furnilh io,ood 
Horfe tbr fuch Service ; and each Party was to bear his own feparate Expcnce. 

It appears. That on the 29th May 1780, the Governor General made a Propofition in Council, 
to form a Detachment under the Command of Major Camac: And on the 12th June hefubmitted 
to the Board the Inftrudlions to be given to Major Camac. 

Thefc Inftruftions were oppofed in Council, and they did not pafs until the 20th July. A Copy 
of thefe Inftruftions of that Date is entered in the Appendix N" 5. 

It appears. That Major Camac was ordered to fucceed Captain Popham, with Diredlions to com- 
ply with the Terms of the Treaty. 

So long as Major Camac remained with the Rana of Gohud, he was to receive the ftipulated 
Sum for the Payment of the Troops from him. It appears, that difcretional Powers were given to 
Major Camac, to carry the War into the Territories of Two Maratta Chiefs, Madajec Scindia and 
Holkar; but Your Committee do not obferve, that until the 7th September the Governor General 
and Council made any Provifion, or took any aftual Precautions, for fupplying him with Money to 
defray the Expence of this Detachment, after he ftiould have commenced his Operations againft 
the Marattas in their own Dominions ; when, by the 5th Article of the I reaty, the Subfidy with 
tire Rana of Gohud was to ceale. 

It is true, that in the Conlultations of the 12th June 1780, the Governor General propofed to 
make the Demand of Five Lacks from Cheyt Sing, for the Payment of his Annual Contribution 
towards the Expences of the War, and which Sum (hould be appropriated folcly to the Payment 
of Major Camac’s Detachment. But the Majority of the Council General oppofed this, “ becaulc 
“ the propofed Anticipation of the Demand of Five Lacks from the Rajah of Benares, and the foie 
” Appropriation of it to this Service, is no Relief of Expence, or Incrcafc of Kefource, fince the 
“ above Five Lacks make Part of our general Eftimate of Refourccs for the Service of the cur- 
“ rent Year; and if applied to any Service not provided for in the fame Eftimate, will leave a 
“ Deficiency which muft be made good out of foinc other.” 

The Council General having rejected the Governor General’s Plan of an Expedition into the Ma- 
ratta Country under Major Camac, on the a6th of June 1780, the Governor General fuppofing 
the Expence which would attend it the only formal Objection, offers to exonerate the Company 
from it, and to take it upon himfelf ; the Extent of this Offer he confines to the Contingencies, 
which he rates far below Two Lacks of Rupees; that Sum he offers to contribute to this Dif- 
burfemenc ; and adds, that he had already depofited it (within a fmall Sum) in the Hands of the 
Sub Treafiirer; and he begs the Board will permit it to be accepted for that Service. The Board 
do not accept this Offer. 

And it appears, That on the aadof the fame Month, the Council General write to the Refidcnt 
at Benares as follows : 

‘‘ The Period of Two Years, for each of which Rajah Cheyt Sing has contributed the Sum of Five 
“ Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France, being 
“ nearly expired, and the War ftill continuing, we find it ncceffiiry to maintain the fame Force, and 
'* to require that the Rajah lhall be at his Share of the Expence ; we therefore direCb that you dc- 
“ mand from him Payment of the above Sum, as liis Proportion of the Charge for the current Year, 
“ and remit the Amount of it to us.'* 

And the Refidcnt in his Anfvver, dated loth Auguft following, fays, “ I have received from the 
“ Rajah One Lack of Rupees in Part Payment of his Subfidy, and I have the Honour to enclefe Bills 
“ of Exchange for the Amount of this Sum, drawn as per accompanying Invoice. 

„ r ^ have urged the Rajah very ftrongly to complete the Payment of his Subfidy with all poffible 

~*P*^^'tion ; but I find he is determined to make no further Payment till he receives an Anfwer to 
“ his Arzec, tranfmitted in my Letter of thtf 5th Inftant to the Honourable Governor General.” 


ViJc Secret Committee' 
6ih Report, 
AppendU^ 
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Major CaTf)ac*e 
Inftruftionia 

Vide InftruftioQt* 


Vide ad Seledl Report^ 
ff* 45* 
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6th Secret Rip, No 286« 


Vide abore Appendir, 
Benpal Secret Conf. 19 
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No 9, Mr, Francif'i 
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Page 44. 
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4$(i«aRcftrt,p.45< The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from the Rajah of Bences, re* 
ferred to in the Letter from the Refident above recorded, received at Calcutta the ailt Augult 1780 j 

VIZ# 

I have been honoured by your Orders, direfting me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Mayhadar 
“ Rupees to Mr. Fowke, for the War which ftill continues ; and although my diftreffed Situation 
“ muft be known to you from other Quarters, notwithftanding I have been afraid^ to reprefent it to 
“ you mylelf, that I have fold my Houfe and borrowed Sums of Money, from which 1 am not yet 
“ releafcd ) yet, in Obedience to your Orders, I have paid One Lack of Rupees out of the Five 
» Lacks to Mr. Fowke, and lhall pay the other Four in Three Months. 1 requeft you will 
“ fend Direftions to that Gentleman, to allow me that 'Time, and it (hall be punflually paid at 
“ the End of that Term. You yourfelf muft be convinced that I have no Abilities or Re* 

“ fources left.” . , 

On the 7th September Your Committee obferve the following Orders were fent to the Rendent at 

Benares. ..LArt-LLB- 

ijgyg received your Letters under Date the 21ft July, lOth and 20th Au^lt, with the Bills 

“ and Accounts enclofcd : Wc have alfo had before us the Rajah s I..cttcr to the Governor General, 

“ to which you allude in your Addrefs of the I oth ultimo. 10 

“ We defire you will inform the Rajah of Benares, that, knowing his Ability to make quick Payment 
“ of the whole Amount of the Subfidy, wc aie much difpleafed with the groundlels Pretences which 
he urges for delaying it i and we direft, that on Receipt of this Letter you peremptorily dc- 
mand his immediate Difcharge of the Sum due from him on this Account j which, when you 
have received it, we defirc you will remit, either by Shroff Bills, if poffiblc, or by any ocher lafe 
‘‘ Mode, to Major Camac, for the Expcnccs of the Troops under his Command* 

“ Wc arc, &c.’* 

Fort Willhm, 

7th Sept, 1780.” 


VIdi id Seleft Report, 
l^ig« 464 
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On the fame Day M.ijor Camac is alfo advifed of the Plan adopted for the Payment of his De- 
tachment. 

And on the Proceedings of the 9th Oflober, there is the following Extraft of a Letter from the Re- 
fident at Benares, dated the 271!! September 1780 ; viz. 

I have received the Honour of }Our Letter of the 7th Inftant, and have Cgnificd your Com- 
“ mands to the Rajah, He has promifed to difcharge the Balance of his Subfidy, Ixing Rupees 
2,53,000, in the Courle of a few Days. I am treating with the Shroffs for a Remittance to Major 
“ Camac, and imagine 1 (hall be able to effeft it by Bills from them for the whole Amount, * 

And in the Proceedings of the 26th of the fame Month, the following Letter from the Rcfidcnt, 
dated the 5th Inftant, is entered*, viz. 

I think it incumbent upon me to inform you, that the Rajah, notwithftanding his folcmn Af- 
furances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfidy, fpccificd in my Addrels of the 
“ 27th nltimo. He has refumed his Plea of Inability 5 and I can form no Opinion how long he may 
think proper to protraft the Payment.” 

And the following Letter was written in confcqucnce to the Refident at Benares *, viz. 

“ We have received your Letter of the 5ih Inftant, informing us, that the Rajah, notwithftanding 
‘‘ his folemii AfTuranccs, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfidy, fpecified in your 
“ Addrefs of the 27th ultimo*, that he had refumed his Plea of Inability *, and that you could form 
no Opinion how long he might think proper to protraft the Payment. 

“ This Condud of the Rajah feeins to us without Excule *, we direft therefore, that you demand 
“ inftant Payment of the Balance due of his Subfidy *, and if he (hall not have difeharged it at the Time 
of your Receipt of this Letter, that you exaft from him, in the Name of the Board, the further 
“ Sum of One Lack of Rupees, as a Fine fur his paft Difobedience. To enforce thd Compliance due 
“ to our Authority, and the Payment of the Sum required of him, wc have given Orders that the 
Battalions at the Stations neareft to Benares (hould march immediately to that Place, and wait 
for filch Direftions as may hereafter be tranfmitted to the Officer commanding them ” 

'I he Council fend the following Orders to Brigadier General Stibbert : 


Vi4« xd Selen Report, 

P»g«47» 




“ Sir, “ 19th O&ober 1780, Fort 'William. 

“ Having had late Occafion of being much diflatisfied with the Condud of the Rajah of BenarM 
“ towards this Government, in withholding tlic Payment of the Amount due from him as his 
“ Subfidy ; wc think it necelTary to dired, and do dired you to iflue Orders to the Commanding 
” Officers of the Battalions at the Stations neareft to Benares, to march immediately to that Place, 
“ and wait fuch further Orders as may hereafter be tranfmitted to them.” 

And in the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, of the 2d November, we find the fol- 
lowing Letter from the Refident at Benares, dated the i8th Odober 1780. 

“ The Rajah has this Day given me Bills of Exchange on Gohud in Favour of Major Camac, 
“ for the Balance which remained due on account of hi* Subfidy, being Benares Sicca Rupees 


‘I 2,50,000. 


«' I lhall 
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« I (hall make a further Remittance to Major Camac in a fev* Days, of the tahele Amount which 
t< I have received from the Rajah, in ready Money, on this Account.” 

Your Comrhittee will now makenhe following Obfervations : 

It is apparent, from the Letter of the aid June, that the Governor General did not then place his 
Reliance upon the Payments ta be made by the Rajah, for the future Support of Major Camac’s 
Detachment in the Province of Matva, bccaufe he direffed the Refidcnt at Benares to remit the 
Amount of fuch Payment to Calcutta •, and in Obedience to this Order, On the lOth Auguft the Re- 
fident adually remitted One hundred thoufand Rupees to Calcutta. 

It appears, that a Letter from Rajah Cheyt Sing, tranfmitted by the Refidcnt, was received at 
Calcutta by the Governor General on the 21ft Augoftj and the Rajah had declared to the Refidcnt, 
his Determination not to make any further Payment until he received an Anfwcr to that Letter. At 
that Period, Delay of Remittance did not appear to be a Crime Of fuch great Magnitude •, fince the 
Governor General was in PoflclTion of this Letter Sixteen Days previous to his laying it before 
the Council, which was on the yth September : Then, for the firft Time, the Refidcnt at BenareJ 
received Orders to fupply Major Camac’s Detachment. And here Your Committee muft remark, 
that if the Rajah had paid the whole Sum, according to what the Governor General in Ins Narrative 
fines to have been the Rajah’s Engagement, or ec^cn the remaining Balance, all the Money to paid, 
according to the cxifting Orders of the Governor General and Council, ought to have been remitted 
to Calcc.'^fa, until the Orders of the aad June wCre countermanded by the Receipt of thefe of thC 
7th September. 

Yet, although the Refident had on the 27th September received Half the Amount; of the extra 
/.id, he had not then made any Remittance to Major Camac j but he was treating with the Shroffs, 

01 b .nkers, and had Hopes to obtain Bills for the whole Amount. 

Oil th( 1 8 th Oftober he had received from the Rajah, Bills of Exchange on Gohud for the Balance 
of the Subfidy, being 2,50,000 Rupees •, and in the fame Letter he writes to the Council, that he 
fliall make a further Remittance to Major Camac of the -whole Amount which he had received from 
the R.ajah, in ready Money,' on that Account (the Subfidy). 

From tins L,cttcr it is evident, that Cheyt Sing paid at Benares the Balance of his Subfidy the 
Day before the Order pafled in Council at Calcutta to enforce the Payment of it by the March of 
Two Battalions of Sepoys. And Your Committee muft obferve, notwichfianding what is ftated in 
the Governor General’s Narrative, that it does clearly appear the Rajah was not compelled to Obc- 
dien< e by any Conftraint, as in the preceding Year, when T wo Battalions of Sepoys aftually enforced 
Obedience to the Orders of the Council. id N»y. 17*6. 

• There is no Record at the India Houfe to prove the precife Time when Major Camac began his 
March to Malva, nor of his Arrival at Gohud : But the InftruAions from the Governor General and 
Council to Major Camac are not dated till the 20ih July 1780; his Detachment was then to be 
formed from the Army at Cawnpoor, more than Eight hundred Miles from Calcutta and he was 
then to proceed without Lofs of Time. 

Your Committee obferve, that Cheyt Sing, in his Anfwcr to the Governor General’s Letter, feht vide the 6«..Cej»r»r, 

to him previous to his Arreft, declares, that the remitting the Money to Major Camac’s Army did a ko h 

nor ,'epend on him j if any Delay happened on this Head he could not help h; and if, befidcs the 
Payment of the Money, the Remittance of it alto to the Army had refted with him, a Delay of that 
Kind fliould not have happened : And the Records of the Company confirm the Truth of this Af- 
fertion, as far as relates to the Remittance. The Payment only depended on him, the Remittance 
on tnc Refident. And here Your Committee muft remark, it docs not appear to them that the 
Misfortunes, whatever they were, attending Lieutenant Colonel Camac’s Detachment, ought by any 
Mean* to have been imputed to Cheyt Sing 5 becaufe it appears that the Refidcnt at Benares had not, 
even on the 1 8th Oftober, retbitted to Colonel Camac the ready Money which he had aftually re- 
ceived from the Rajah on Account of the Subfidy j although it appears, from the Governor Gene- 
ral’s Narrative, that before the End of September the Rajah had paid, befidcs the Lack of Rupees 
font to Calcutta, 1,50,000 Rupees to the Refident. 

Your Committee muft obferve, that it appears to them fomewhat fingular, that on a Point of to 
much Importance as fixing a proper Fund for the due and regular Payment of Troops appointed 
to march upon Foreign Service, the Governor General, if he was rcfolved that the Payment of 
Major Camac’s Detachment fhould at all Events depend on the Rajah of Benares, did not direft 
the Refidcnt to make Remittances from the fixed Tribute, which for many Years had been to con- 
ftantly and fo regularly paid, rather than prefer a Fund, the Payment of which had always been 
objefted toj and which had, on a former Occafion, been enforced by Military Execution. 

It is iiTipoffible to aflign any Reafon for preferring the uncertain to the certain Fund, fince wc 
find that both Funds were equally included in the General Eftimafc of the Rcfources for the Ser- 
vice «.f the current Year, unlcfs, indeed, that of Anticipation. The Tribute coold not be demanded 
until due. The extraordinary Aid being in itfelf arbitrary, the Time of Payment was equally fo; 

But if this Expedition was a necefifary Meafurc, furely the Payment of the Troops which compofcdi 
It, ought hot to have depended on a precarious Source of Supply. 

Your Committee obferve indeed, that on the 19th December, the Remittance from the regular 

5 W. SaL Com. Rm. 1 L C Tribute 



Tribute was ordered, by a Letter from the Governor General and Council to the Refident 

flc ^ • * ' 

That the full Mode of Supply from Benares was not only difadvantageous in Point of Remit- 
tance, but detrimental to the Province, by the Export of fo much ot its Currency, is evident 
from the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Camac to the Governor General and Council, 

dated. Camp ncarNorva, 30th December 1780. r 1 »yr li c j 

“ Accompanying, I have the Honour to fend you an Lftimate of the Momhly Expence and Ar- 
“ rears due to my Detachment, to the ift January 1781, amounting to C. R 2,89,726. 0. 7, 
“ As the Company have fuftained great Lofs by the Mode of Supply, in remitting Money for 
“ the Payment of the Troops from Benares; and it being likewifc very detrimental to the County, 
“ to transfer fuch large Sums irrevocably from our Provinces ; I beg Leave to requeft your Per- 
“ million to draw upon the Company’s Trealury occafionally ; which will, in fome Meafure, re- 
“ move thole Kvils : And lam of Opinion, from the unfcttlcd State of the Country, that many 
“ of the Inhabitants will be glad of fuch an Opponunity of remitting their Money to Places ia 
“ the Company’s Territory of greater Security.” , 

On the 1 6th January 1781, the Governor General and Council adopt Lieutenant Colonel Camac’s 

Proiiofition, and write him as follows : 

“ We have received the Letter which you have written to us, under Date 30th ultimo, ac- 
“ companied by an Eftimate of the Monthly Expence and Arrears due to the Detachment under 
“ your Command to the ift Inftant. 

“ We approve of the Propofal which you make to us for occafional Draughts upon the Com- 
“ pany’s Treafury to fupply the Pay of your Detachment, and accordingly impower you to draw on 
“ us for fuch Sums as you may require, and be able to obtain for Bills at a reafonablc Rate of Ex- 
“ change. We defirc that you will inform us, for our final Determination and Orders on the Subjeft, at 
“ what Rate the Exchange can be fixed ; and aflure you, that fuch Bills as you may draw upon us in 
“ the mean Time will be duly anfwercd. This Mode of Supply having been rcfoivcd on, we have 
“ revoked the Orders fent to the Refident at Benares, for a Remittance to you of the Sums which he 
“ might receive from the Rajah in Difcharge of his Tribute, inftead of remitting them as ufual to the 
“ Prcfidcncy.” 

And on the fame Day they write the following Letter to the Refident at Benares : 

“ Having lately rclolved on a Mode of Supply to the Detachment of Troops commanded by 
“ Lieutenant Colonel Camac, which makes a Remittance to him from Benares, of fuch Monthly 
“ Kills of Tribute as you may receive from the Rajah, unnecelfary, we revoke the Orders whicli 
“ were fent to the Refident for this Purpofc on the 19th ultimo, and direft that the Kills of Tri- 
“ bute be again regularly tranfmitted to the Prefidency, as ufual, by Bills of Exchange.” 

Erom this State of the Cafe, drawn from the aftual Records of the Company, the Houfe will judge 
liow f,ir ClieytSing can or ought to be confidcred as refponfible for the Calamities of Major Canuc’s 
Detachment. 


Vjile Narrative 1 , The Governor General’s fecond and direft Charge againft the Rajah is, that on the 2d Novem- 
Vide jd Repiirt, ci bcr 1780, a Kefolution paflTed the Board, that a Letter (hould be written to the Nabob Vizier, ad^ 
i( vifing him to require from the Nabob, Feyz Oolla Cawn, the Number of Troops flipulated by 
“ Treaty, exprefled, as they were then underflood, to be 5,000 Horfe; W /ia/ /he like Demand Jhotild 
“ be made on Rajah Chey/ Sing, for all /he Cavalry in bis Pay^ which he could /pare for cur Service* At 
“ that 'rime we ftood in Need of every Aid that could be devifed, to repel the multiplied Dangers 
“ which furrounded us ; the Rajah was fuppofed to maintain a very large and expenfivc Force \ and 
the Strength of his Cavalry alone was ellimated at Two thoufand. I had formerly experienced their 
Utility in the War with the SincafTies, in which they were fuccefsfully employed, and liberally rc- 
‘‘ warded. I 1 ic Demand was formally made, both in a Letter from myfclf, and in Perfon by the 
“ Refident Mr. Fowke, in the cafy and indefinitive Terms mentioned above. IJisAnfwers were 
evafive, pleading, as I recoiled, for I am not in PoirefTion of them, the Scantinefs of the Eftab- 
‘‘ lifliment, its Employment in enforcing the Colleftions, and the Danger of thofe failing, if the De- 
tachments were withdrawn. At length a more peremptory Order was fent to him, and repeated 
“ by the prefent Refident Mr. Markham. The Number required was 2,000, and afterwards re- 
duced to the Demand of 1,500, and laftly to i,coo, but with no more Succefs. lie offered 250, 
“ but furnifhed none.'* 

Your Committee cannot but obferve, That on the very fame Day in which the Letter from tl>e 
Refident at Benares is read at the Council at Calcutta, advifing, that the Rajah had adually paid the 
lull Amount of the extraordinary Aid, which had been fo peremptorily requ red, the Council Ge- 
ad Sele^l R CjiOlt, neral, as if determined to have an Objed of Difcufijon fubfiiting with Cheyt Sing, make a new 
PHC 47 * Claim on the Rajah, by a Relblucion, That the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares \ 
viz. 

“ On the Receipt of the Intimation conveyed to us in your Letter of the 18th ultimo, Orders 

♦ By fome Milhkc, the Book of Confultations of the 19th December 1780 is miflaid, fo that this Letter cannot be 
enteicd in the Appendix; but the Confirmation that fuch a Letter exiflf, will appear by Rtfercoce to the Governor 
General and Councirs Letter of the i6ih January 1781, to the Refident, \\here they revoke their former Order of 
Remittance from the regular Tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Carnac, at.d order the Money to be lent by Bills of Exchange 
to Calcutta. 


1 
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« were iflued to countermand the March of the Troops which were appointed to proceed to Benares 

in conlequence of the Delays u(ed by the Rajah in the Payment of his Subfidy. * 

“ Deeming it juft and proper that the Rajah flioiild be dcfircd to afford every Affiftancc in his 
•I power to this Government, to whole Proteftion and Support he owes all tliat he poill-ncs, the 
“ Governor General has been requefted to write to him, requiring him to furnifl) fuch Part of the 
“ Cav:ilry entertained in his Employ as he can fpare for the Service of the Company; but as fome 
“ Jealouly and Apprehenfion may arife in the Rajah’s Mind, that this Aid may be converted to a 
“ permanent Impofition on him, we^^ink it neceffary that fuch Fears Ihould be obviated, and direft 
“ you, therefore, to affure him, that we (hall require the Services of this Force no longer than during 

the Continuance of the prefent Waj, after which it will certainly be returned.” 

And it is alio refolved to write to Cheyt Sing, “ Requiring him to furnilli fuch Part of the Cavalry vide id Sei.a R.port, 
“ entertained in his Service as he can^fpare, for the Service of this Government; and to inform P»6e+s. * 

“ the Governor General what Number he can fupply.” 

Tlie Kajah affei ts, that he lent an Anfwer to this Letter, containing a particular Account of all p.ge 49. 

that were in his Service, amounting to 1,200 Horfc, of which fevcral were ftationed at different vid. aiib Nmimiti R. 
Places 1 and he adds, that to this Letter he received no Anfwer— that Mr. Markham delivered him 
an Older to prepare a Thoufand Horfe — that in Compliance to the Governor General’s Willies, he 
cnilt'eled Five hundred Horle, and as a Subftitute for the Remainder, Five Hundred Burgundofles, 
of.whicli he lent liim Information ; and that he told Mr. Markham they were ready to go to what- 
ever Place they Ihould be fent to— that no Anfwer came from the Governor General on this Head ; 
and that the Rajah was aftoniflicd at the Caufe of it — that he had repeatedly alked Mr. Markham for 
an Anfwer to his Letter about the Horfe, but was told by him, that he did not know the Rcafon why 
no Anfwer had been lent — that the Rajah remained aftonilhed — that with refpeft to the Sepoys, he 
received firft an Order to ftation Two of his Companies, which he did — that he was then defired to 
give a Tunkaw for the Payment of the Sepoys, and likewile to pay the Captain ; which was done 
every Month. 

Your Committee are of Opinion, that the Rajah appears to have given a full and direft Anfwer 
to every Point of this Charge; and Your Committee muft fuppofe the Anfwers to be true, becaufe 
Reference is' made to Mr. Markham, then on the Spot, and who was the official Perfon employed 
by the Governor General in his Intercourfe with the Rajah. If thefe Anfwers had not been well 
founded, the Governor General certainly would have called upon Mr. Markham to contradifl them ; 
but they (land uncontradnfted. 

As the Governor General has neither dated nor deferibed the multiplied Dangers which furtounded 
Bengal at die Time this Demand was made. Your Committee have no Document before them which 
proves that Bengal did Jiand in Need of every Aid that could be devifed to repel thefe multiplied Dangers, 

On the contrary, they obferve that Seven Days before the Date of this Letter, the Governor General Appendix, N» 6. 
ami Council agree, that a Detachment of Six Battalions of Sepoys and One Company of Artillery Btngal Secret Conf* 
fliould march by l .and to Fort Saint George ; a Diftance of more than Nine hundred Miles from 3-1 ‘ixi »6thoa. i7»o. 
Calcutta, and which Detachment did aftually march. About the fame Time they obferve that 
Major Camac, with Four other Battalions and proper Artillery, was employed, not in the Defence 
of our own Frontiers, but upon an Incurfion into the Maratta Territories, belonging to Madajec 
Scindia, fome hundred Miles diftant from cither of the Provinces of Bengal or Oude. 

Your Committee will now lay before the Houle, Extradls from the Company’s Records, to lliew 
that this Demand of Cavalry from Cheyt Sing was fo far from being a juftifiablc Demand on him, 
tlic Non-compliance with which ought to be confidered as an A<ft of Delinquency, that it will 
apjiear to be a Demand unjuftifiable in the Governor General to make, becaufc it was contrary to 
a formal Refolution of the Council General, founded upon the moftjuft and equitable Principles, 
and in which Refolution the Governor General himfclf had concurred. 

The 12th June 177,5, the Governor General propofes, “ that the Rajah, for certain Conceffions, Appendix Nv. 
“ and as a V aflal of the Company, (ball engage to maintain in conftant Pay, and ready at all Times " ’ ' 

“ for immediate Service, a Body of Two thoufand Horfe, on fuch fixed Eftablilbment as lhall 
“ be preferibed by the Governor General and Council, and configned to the Command of fueft 
“ Officers as they Iball appoint and that the Rajah (ball be allowed from the Company an 
additional Pay or Gratuity of Fifteen Rupees per Month for each private Man, and in Proportion 
for the Officers of the faid Corps, during the Time of fuch Service. 

In his Rcmaiks upon this Propofition, he fays, “he rather propofes it for Confideration than 
“ recommends it— fuch a Body of welWifeiplined and well-appointed Cavalry will give Credit to 
“ the Kajah and prove ferviceable to this Government, though the Occafions will rarely happen in 
** which we (ball want it ; the additional Pay will make them our own, when we do want them, and 
“ will be no great Expencc.” 

In the Fifth Article, the Governor General alfo propofes, “ that while the Rajah (ball continuf 
“ faithful to thefe Engagements, and puniftual in his Payments, and Iball pay due Obedience to 
“ the Authority of this Government, no more Demands Iball be made on him by the Honourable 

Company of any Kind, on any Pretence wbatfoever, nor fhall any Perfon be allowed to interfere with 
“ Ids .Authority, or to difturb the Peace of his Country.” 

Your Comniittee particularly requeft the Attention of the Houfe to the Governor General’s own 
Illuftration of this Propofition. He fays “ that the voluntary Rcftraint laid by the Government on 

its 
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“ its own Aftions, will afford the Rajah the greateft ConfidincH, and naturally infpire him with Senti. 

•* mcnts of r ideliiy and Attachment, both from the Principles of Gratitude and Sell-intercft. Without 
“ fomc fuch Appearance he will (xpe£l, with every Change cf Government, additional Demands to he made 
“ upon him, and will of courfe defeend to all the Arts of Intrigue and Concealment praclifed by other dependant 
“ Rajahs, which will keep him indigent and weak, and eventually prove hurtful to the Company. By proper 
Enccuragement and Proltllion be may prove a profitable Dependant, an ufeful Barrier, and even a 
“ powerful Ally to the Company ; but he will be neither, if the Conditions of his Connexions with the Com- 
“ pany are left open to future Variations.'* a 

On the 5 th July the Governor General’s Minute and Plan prtpofed for a Settlement with Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, for the Countries lately ceded by the Nabob, ^rc taken into Confideration by the 
Council General. The Opinions of the Icvcral Members, relative to the keeping up a Body of Horfe, 
are recorded as follows. 

Mr. Francis, 

“ I objeit to our comiielling the Rajah to keep up an extraordinary Force for our Service, con- 
“ fidering it in effect as an Increafe of the Tribute, which is contrary to the Principles which have 
“ guided my judgment from the firll Onfet of this Negociation. I have no Objeftion however to 
“ its being made an Article of Agreement with him, that he lhall either put the Troops, which he 
“ now keeps, upon a better Footing in Point of Diicipline, or difband them, and railc an cq'ial 
“ Number in their Stead. What will be the beft Method of making fuch Troops ufeful, or whemer 
“ Cavalry Ihould be piet'erred to Infantry, are Military Points, of which I do not pretend to judge. 

“ 1 underftand that tlicrc arc local Objcftions to the Utility of Cavalry in the Rajah’s Country.” 

Mr. Harwell, 

“ I am of Opinion, that the Rajah lliould keep up fuch a Body of Forces •, but entertain the fame 
“ Sentiments as Mr. Francis refpefting it being an Enhancement of his Tribute, and of any Degree 
“ of Compulfion to induce him to it.” 

Colonel Monfon, 

“ I am of Opinion, the Company Ihould receive the Rajah’s .Affiftance on the fame Terms he gave 
“ it to the Vizier, or the prel'cnt Nabob. Cavalry, I underftand, is an improper Force for this 
“ Country, which is bounded on the North by the (River) Gogra, on the South by the Mountains, 
“ on the Weft by Azoph ul Dowlah’s Territories, and on the Eaft by Bahar •, the Extent Weftward, 
“ from North to South, is not above Fifty or Sixty Cofs, which is watered by Four Rivers j the 
“ Gogra, the Gumpty, the Saye, and the Ganges, interfefited by many very confiderable Nullahs 
“ (Creeks) and otherwife ftrengthened by Woods, Inclofures, and Villages ; that Part of the Weft 
“ of the Frontier, from the Gumpty to the Ganges, is almoft an entire Jungle (Wood), inhabited by 
“ Robbers. There is no Ground in the Country, or its Environs, North, Weft or South, for fome 
“ Diftance, free from Mountains, Nullahs, Topes, Brulhwood or Jungle, Inclofures or Villages. 
“ I therefore think Infantry a more proper Force for this Country ; but if the Rajah Ihould he re- 
« quired to keep Cavalry more for the Defence of thefe Provinces than his own, they Ihould be of- 
“ fleered and difeiplined in the European Manner.” 

General Clavering, 

» I underftand that the Rajah does keep up a large Body of Cavalry, and that Five hundred of 

« thefe, which affifted under the Command of the Captain of the Governor’s Guard on the Conqueft 
« of the Rohilla Country, were abfolutcly ulclefs, by tleir total want of Difeipline, when they took 
“ the Field, but improved during the Campaign.—l would not compel the Rajah to keep up any 
« Troops, but 1 would recommend it to him to maintain the Number which the Governor General 
« has propofed for his and our Afliftance j and as the Country of Bahar is open, where Cavalry 
» may always aft with great Advantage, and as the Company docs not mainta-n any, I think it 
« Ihould be recommended to the Rajah to appoint fome Englilh Officers to difeipline and command 
“ his Troops, by the Means of which great Benefit may be derived from them in cafe of a War 
“ with the Marattas.” 

Governor General, 

“ The Accounts which have been given to me of the Zemindary of Benares difl^er very much 
“ from Colonel Monfon’s Defeription of it, and reprefent it as open, pcrfcftly well cultivated, and 
“ but little interfefted with Rivers. The Gogra forms the Boundary of one Part of it, and the 
« other Rivers arc very inconfiderable -, all thefe lie to the North of the Ganges. On the South 
« Side I do not remember one— It is on this Side that Provifion Ihould be made for its Defence, as 
« it is liable to Invafion on the other from no Quarter but the Province of Oude— 7 / was far from 
“ my Intention to propofe this or any other Article to he impofed on the Rajah by Compulfion , I 
« not conceive that he would ohjea to this, but am willing to yield my Opinion of the Propriety of fuch 
“ an Eftablifhment to the General and ColonehMonfon, who from their Experience mujl be the npofi cqm- 
“ petent Judges’ll only propofed it as an Article of Speculation," 

» Tbs 
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The Council General then came to the following Kefolution : 

<J‘hat it he recommended to Rajah Cbeyt Sing, to keep up a Body of ‘two tboufand Cavalry, to be 
difdplined after the European Manner, but that there be no Obligation on him to do it. 

Read the 5th Article. 

Approved the Propofal in this Article; 

Thus it appears, that in 1775, when the Sovereignty of Benares was firfl: ceded to the Company, 
the Council General took into Confideration the Terms on which they (hould confirm Cheyt Sing 
in his Government. The Governor General then propofed, that the Rajah fliould fiirnilh Two 
thoufand Horfe, upon certain Conditions. The Council debated on this Propofition •, i'everal of the 
Members declared they did not mean to increafe his Tribute, which would be done by fuch a Re- 
folution — a Negative was given to the Propofition.— The Governor General, in his Minute on this 
Occafion, faid, “ it was far from his Intentions to propofc this or any other Article to be impofed 
“ on the Rajah by Compulfion” — In 1781 a peremptory Demand is made of Two thoufand Horfe 
from the Rajah, as if it had been an Article of Treaty that he was bound to perform. The Rajah’s 
Anfwcr to the Governor General’s Letter on this Subjeft appears in the Appendix, and Ihews no 
Unwillingncfs to comply with the Demand, as far as he can with Convenience to the Collertion of 
his own Revenues. It is fomewhat Angular, that the Governor General declares in 1775, that he 
did not mean to impofe this Demand of Cavalry on the Rajah by Compulfion and yet, in 1781, 
his not complying with this Demand is confidered as fuch an ACt of Delinquency, as to form one 
of the Two direfl Charges of Culpability and Guilt, and for the Pardon of which he was to pay 
largely, or a fevere Vengeance was to be exadlcd for his Delinquency. 

As both the Governor General and Cheyt Sing have referred to their different Letters concern- 
ing this Demand of Cavalry, Your Committee direfted the proper Officer of the India Company 
to lay not only that Correfpondence before Your Committee, but the Letters which pafled betwixt 
the Governor General and Mr. Markham, the Refident at Benares, on this Subjeft. By the Letter 
of Mr. Michell, Secretary to the India Company, of the 27th May 1783, it appears, that ho Part 
of this material Correfpondence has yet been received by the Company. 

Your Committee have now not only ftated the direft Charges made by the Governor General 
againft Cheyt Sing, but they have laid before the Houfe Materials upon which the Houfe will be 
enabled to form an Opinion whether thofc Charges are well or ill founded. 

In the Second Report, delivered from this Committee in the laft Seflion of Parliament (to which 
they confider this as a Supplement) and from the preceding Part of this Report, the Houfe will 
be competent to form a true Judgment of the Relation in which Cheyt Sing flood as a Tributary 
to the Company. 

It is impoffible to felcft Words more forcible to exprefs that Relation, than thofe ufed by the 
Governor General when he deferibed Cheyt Sing’s Situation, and the Obligation thereby impofed on 
the Bengal Government to grant him Proteftion. 

In his Report to. the Council he declares, “ I am well convinced that tbi Rajah's Inheritance, and 
“ perhaps his Life, are no longer fafe than while he enjoys the Company's ProteSiion, which is his Due by 
“ the lies of JuJlice and the Obligations of public Faith, and which Policy enjoins us to afford him ever 
“ mojl effe 5 lually : His Country is a ftrong Barrier to ours, without fubjeSiing us to any Expence •, and we 
” may depend upon him as a fure Ally, whenever we may ftand in Need of his Services." 

And here it may be neceffary to flate the peculiar Privileges which the Zemindar of Benares en- 
joyed fince the Treaty of 1765. He was to pay a ffipulated Tribute at fixed and ftated Times of 
Payment 5 but the Tribute could not be increafed during the Life of the Zemindar, nor demanded 
in Advance : He was not to render any Account of his Colleflions, nor was he allowed to make 
any Claim for Abatement or Deduftion •, and he prefided over the Courts of civil and criminal 
Jurifdidtion throughout the Provinces. 

Your Committee will now proceed to obferve on the Deliberations which produced the Treaty of 
* 775 » and then they will examine whether this Treaty made any Alteration whatfoever in the 
fixed, acknowledged, and eftablifhed Rights of Cheyt Singj 

Mr. Francis, in his Opinion delivered in to the Council, and entered on the Secret Confultations of 
the 13th of February 1775, fays, “ The Zemindary of Benares to be made dependant as a Fief on 
“ the united Kingdoms of Bengal and Bahar, and the Tribute lately paid by the Rajah to the Vizier 
“ to be paid to this Government. 

“ The prefent Rajah of Benares to be confirmed in the Zemindary, Which may be perpetuated in 
“ his Family under a fixed Annual Tribute and a fixed Fine at each future inveftiture ; a free Trade 
“ to be opened between thefe Provinces and his Country > the Rajah’s Authority in his Own Go- 
** vernment to be left full and uncontrolled.” 

Mr. Barwell in his Minute fays, ” The Independency of Gazipoof and Oude, is a moft political 
“ Objc6f, and ought to be infifted on j and whatever may be refblved refpefting the Revenue paid 
“ by the Rajah of that Country, the Englifh Government ought not tO ftand in the fame Relation 

to it as the late Vizier, becaufe the Country of Benares and Gazipoor is a natural Barrier to thefe 
“ Provinces, and the Rajah Jhould have the JlrongeJl Tie of Intereft to fupf ort our Government in cafe of 
“ any future Rupture with the Soubab of Oude. 

“ To make this his Intereft, he muft not be tributary to the Englifli Government j for from the 
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“ Inflant lie bccon.ps its Tributary, from that Moment we may exped hiui to fii!e againft us, and, 
by tak’iQir AclvaMagc ef the Troubles and Commotions that may aii!e, attempt to dfburden him* 
ielt oF his pecuniary Obligations/* 

Mr. Mmlbn, in i.ii Opinion, fays, “ For this Service done to the Nabob, we fliould require, t!ut 
‘‘ Clieyt Ze.nind.iry be annexed to the Soubahdarry of Bengal, or Bahar, or to both/* 

(ic.)eial C lavrnng, in his Opinion, lays, “ 'fhe greatefl: Advantage, in my Conception, that can 
“ be ebia.ncLi Ibr the Company is, Firft, the total lixtindion of the King’s Claim to the Tribute on 
“ il.cle i’lovincesj Secondly, that the Zemiridary of Benares and Gazij)oor fliall be lield by Cheyt 
“ vSingof fheCornpiny indeacl of theSoubahof Oiidc. I'o obtain the full, it fliould be propolcd 
“ to the King, that he fliould renounce his 'IVibute on thefe Provinces \ that he Ihould acknowledge 
“ tliC Nabob of Oude to be Soubah of that Country, and (hould appoint him Vizier. 

“ In return for this Favour we fhould reftorc to him the Countries of Corah and Allahabad; the 
Nabob, in re turn to the Favour flicwn to him, and procured by our Mediation, fliould relinquifli to 
“ the Company the Sovereignty of Benares and Gazipoor, to be held, as at prefenr, by Cheyt Sing, 
“ on hi‘. I't.inir his 'I’ribute to the Company. In order to attach this Rajah to the Company, his 
“ 'J nbiKc ought to be diminiflied at leall Three Lacks of Rupees.” 

1 he Governor General, in his Minute, makes the following l^ropofitions, and adds the following 
Remaiks on them. 


2d. “ That the perpetual and independent 
“ Pofleirion of the Zemindary of Benares and 
its Dependencies, be confirmed and guaranteed 
“ to Kaj.'di Cheyt Sing and his Heirs forever, 
“ lubjedt only to the Annual Payment of the Rc- 
** venues Iiifiicuo paid to the late Vizier, amount- 
“ iiig to Benares S' Rupees 2 .^,71,656. 12. to be 
dllpofed oi a^ expifirecl in the following Ar- 
“ tulc; that no oilier Demand be made upon 
“ him, either by the Nabob of Oude, or this 
“ Goveriiment, nor any Kind of Authority or 
“ Juiifdiftion exeixifed by cither within the 
“ Doniiiiiuns afligrjtd him.” 


3d, That an equal Partition be made of the 
“ Revenue of the Zemindary of Benares between 
the Company and the Nabob of Oudc; (that 
is to lay,) That the Rajah fliall pay Monthly 
‘‘ to each the Sum of 98,823. 2. 9. amounting 
“ on the Whole to Rupees 23,71,656. 12. and 
“ that this Participation be exprefsly declared to 
“ be intended as a Pledge and Acknowledgment 
“ of the equal Relation in which the Rajah and 
‘‘ his Succeflbrs arc hereafter to Band to both 
“ Governments.” 


“ 7 he Rajah of Benares^ from the Situation of 
his Country y which is a Frontier both to the Fro^ 
“ vinces of Oude and Bahar y may be made a fer* 
•viceable Ally to the Company whenever their Af* 
“ fairs fiall require it. He has always been con- 
“ ftdered in this Light both by the Company and the 
fuccejftve Members of the late Council \ but to 
infure bis Attachment to the Company y his Interefi 
‘‘ mufi be conntEled with it^ which cannot be better 
effebledy than by freeing him totally from the Re* 
“ mains of his prefent VaffalagCy under the Guar an- 
“ tee and Prote/lion of the Company^ and at the 
“ fame Time guarding him againjl any Apprehenfms 
‘‘ from this Government, by thus pledging its Faitby 
“ that no Encroachments Jhall ever be made on his 
“ Rights by the Company'^ 

I propofe this Article with fomc Reludlance, 
“ as contrary to my Idea of the Right of the 
Nabob of Oudr^, in virtue of the 'Frcaty ori- 
“ ginally formed between his Father and the 
“ Company *, but it is conformable to the Prin- 
“ ciple adopted by the Bbard in the Refolution 
‘‘ paffed this Morning, and may perhaps be ob- 
“ tained without much Oppofition from the Na- 
“ bob, at the fame Time that it contributes to fix 
“ the Independency of the Zemindary of Benares on 
“ the mojl permanent Foundation^ 


Although the Governor General's Propofuions did not exclufivcly form the Bafis of the Treaty 
with Azoph-iil-Dowlah, yet they remain an undeniable Proof of his Opinion in 1775,, that the per- 
petual and independent PoflcfTion of the Zenaindary of Benares, and its Dependencies, fhould be 
lonfirmed and guaranteed to Cheyt Sing and hi? Heirs for ever, fubjeft only to the Annual Payment 
of the Revenues hitherto paid to the late Vizier. 

Pafc 19. R appears, that Mr, Briflow was the Englilh Refidcnt at Oude, and concluded the Treaty, in 
confequence of Inftruftions tranfmitted to him by the Governor General and Council. Nothing 
can more fully eleferibe the Power and Independence of Cheyt S;ng, mr the Senfc they entertained 
of that Power and Independence, than the following Article of the Inflruftions above-mentioned. 

“ But as in the Cafe of a Defenfive Treaty between the Company and the Nabob, and that they 
fhould take upon them the Guarantee of any Part of his Dominions, it is fit they fhould reap an 
« Advantage from it equivalent to the Service which they are to render hirp, and to the Hazard 
“ which they take upon themfelvcs; you will therefore give the Nabob to underftand, that fuch 
“ Fquivalcnt is to beexpcdled from him; and you will throw out in your firfl Converfation with 
“ him on the Subjeft, that you have Rcafon to believe, if he were to rclmquilh and make over 
“ to them for ever the Tribute which he receives from the Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the 
Sovereignty of the Province poflefled by that Rajah, it would be accepted as a full CompenfatioA 
“ for the Prottftion they would agree to afford him ; that thus yielding up to Ins beft Friends a 
“ Tribute which bears a fmall Proportion to his other Revenues, it would better enable rhem to 

7 afford 
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afford a folid and cfFcdual Protedion to the refl*, and at the fame I'imt encroach little cn his rtal 
** Dominion as a Sovereign Ptinc\ jmee it vjould only be his relinquifuing the nominal Authcuiy ever a 
it Province^ where he hardly at prefent exert ifes any^ 

The Houfe will perceive, that np^hing was tl^cn more remote from ilie Intentions of each Intlivi- 
dvul of the Council General, than any Attempts to infringe the R:g!us of (.heyt Smg : Divided as 
they were in Council upon all (Jtlur Points, and even divided in Opinion coiucin ng this very 
Treaty, yet fo far as relates to Cheyc Sing, they were unanimous in iheir Exprefiionsoi: Good will 
towards him, anti of the Policy of malting him an ufeful Ally, 

Your Committee obferve, That on the 3d of Auguft 1775, the Governor General and Council 
inform the Court of Diredors of the Conclulion of the Treaty with Azoph-ul-l.)o\vlah, as follow. : 

“ The Ceffion of Benares, and the other 'Perritorics of Rajah Cheyt Sing, to the Company, we 
‘‘ flatter ourfclves will prove perfedly agreeable to your Ideas, as it conveys a valuable Acquifuion 
“ to the Company without encumbering them with any new Engagements, or loading them with any 
additional Expence; nor indeed is it liable to the Objeftion of involving them in the Trouble of 
“ new Collcdions and new Eftablifhinents, with all the Oiforders which attend them ; The Revenue 
« which accrues from this Acquifuion amounts to Rupees 23,72,656. 12. and will be paid by the 
« Rajah in Monthly Payments as a neat Tribute^ without rendering any Account ' of his CoIUbhonSy or 
“ being allowed to enter any Claim for Dedublions»' 

And in the Sunnnd wliich the Governor General and Council granted to Cheyt Sing on the 15th 
of April 1776* no Stipulation was made to bind him to fend a Body of Horfe to our Afliftance 
whenever required: In (hort, no new Stipulation whatfoever was made; but there were Rights to a 
very confuierable Amount, appertaining to the Soubah of Oude, which the Council General, for the 
Rcafons afligned by them, furrendered to the Rajah without any Compenfation ; thefc were the l^ro- 
fits of the Mint and of the Cutvvallecs. The Rajah was alfo allowed f. 2 per Cent, for remitting his 
Tribute to Calcutta, whenever it was required to be fent thither. ITom this Detail it appears, that 
Cheyc Sing was a confiderable Gainer by his new Sunnud ; he was now to pay that T ribute to the Com- 
pany which he before paid under certain Conditions to the Subah of Oude: Wliilit he was the Ze- 
mindar of that Subah, and regularly made his Payments*, he was incitlcd to the Guarantee and Pro- 
tedVion of the Britifh Government; fo that it is evident that the Transfer of the Sovereignty from 
Azoph*ul«DowIah to the Company, made no Alteration in the adtual Rights of Ch(7t Sing. 

The Force and K.fFcft of that Guarantee is bell explained by a Review of Mr. fiallings’s Condufl 
in 1773. At that Period Mr. Haftings refifted an Application, made in very carnell I’erms by the Vizier, 
to difpoflefs Cheyt Sing of his Forts of Bidjegur and Luttyfpoor, and to take from him 'J>n l.acks 
of Rupees, over and above his ftipulated Rents; and Sujah Dowlah feemed greatly tli/lacisfied at the 
Governor Gencrafs Refufal. At that Time the Rajah appeared to polfcfs certain Rights, which were 
on no Account to be invaded. The Governor Genera! tells him, “ if he paid the cllabliOied Rents 
“ to the Vizier, the Company would always attend to his Welfare, and afford him their Care and 
“ Protedlion ; and in the Agreement before mentioned, there fhall never be any Breach or De- 
“ viation.’* 

This Faft is important ; whilft Cheyt Sing was Tributary to the Nabob of Oude, and paid him re- 
gularly his Rents, the Guarantee of the Englilh was to proted: him in all his Rights, and did 
aftually proted him agninft the avaricious Attempts of Sujah Dowlah. When the Provinces of 
Benares and Gazipoor were ceded to the Company by the Succelfor of Sujah Dowlah, your Com- 
mittee would have expeded, that the fame Principles, namely, the Prefervation of the Uonour and 
good Faith of the Nation, which had proteded Cheyt Sing againft the unjuft Demands of his Maho- 
medan Lord, would have operated with (till more Force Upon thofe to whom the national Faith and 
Honour of this Country were ihtrufted : And 

Your Committee cannot help thinking, that if the Company’s Protedion was his Due by the Ties 
of Juftice, and the Obligations of public Faith, in 1773, as ftated by the Governor General, that 
thofe Ties and thofe Obligations were no Icfs his Due in 1781 ; they cannot help thinking, that if 
the Governor General was commendable in 1773, for fefifting every Propoficion of the Vizier to dil‘* 
poflTefs Cheyt Sing of his Fortreffes, or to extort Money from him beyond his ftipulated Rent, that 
he was highly culpable in 1781, when he departed fiom thofe Ties of Juftice, and thofe Obligations 
of public Faith, in order to exad Money from him, under the Pretence of making him pay largely 
for his Pardon, or of exading a fevere Vengeance for pad Delinquency. 

The Governor General, in his Narrative, Hates, “ thofe who have been accuftomed to regard 
“ Cheyt Sing as a Vaffal or Tributary Prince, may revolt at the Idea of treating him with fuch In- 
dignity, and call it an Oppreffion ; they will fuppofe nothing to be due from him to the Com- 
pany, but the Payment of his ftipulated Tribute, and that the Pledge of his Exemption from 
“ every other Claim. — I fiifped too, that the Deeds which paflTed between him and the*^ Board, on 
“ the Transfer of his Zemindarry to the Company in 1775, are by many underftood to bear the 
“ Quality and Force of a Treaty of optional Conditions between equal States. — He paid no Tribute 
** to the Company, but a fixed Annual Rent.” 

Your Committee are of Opinion, that unlefs Cheyt Sing had forfeited all the Rights he enjoyed 
from our Guarantee, when the Sovereignty of his Country was transferred by Treaty from the Nabob 
Azoph ul Dowlah to the Company, that the Payment of his ftipulated I'ribuce was a Pledge from 
every other Exemption ; and the Governor General entertained the fame Opinion, when Rajah Cheyc 
Sing was the Zemindar of Sujah Dowlah. Now he fays, but ‘‘ if the Company, poflfcfllng the ac- 
^ kiiovvlcdged 
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“ knowledgcd Right of his former Sovereign, held an abfolutc Authority over him. Com- 

mittee vvill not admit, that his former Sovereign did poflefs an abfolute Authority over himi ihc 
Britilh Government ftood betwixt Cheyt Sing and the Soubah of Oudei and it appears beyond Con- 
iradiftion, that his former Sovereign did not poflefs fuch an Authority. Sujah Dowlah vvimeG to 
incrcafe his llipulatcd Rents, he was folicitous to take hiS Forts; but here the Guarantee pot in a 
Negative; he could not even compel the Payment of his Tribute in advance; or, indeed, until it 
became aftually due. And Your Committee think it a great Aggravation uf a Breach of public 
Faith, that the Governor General (hould, when he was the Repreicntatiyc of the Sovereign rower, 
do that which he had himfelf declared to be fo highly improper, and which he not permit to 
be done, when he was but the Reprcfentaiivc of that Power which guaranteed Cheyt SiOg in his 
Poflefljons. 

Your Committee conceive the Jufticc of Parliament will expeft, that when a Man of high 
Birth, Rank, and of ancient Family, pofleffing all the Rights of Sovereignty but the Name, over 
a well-cultivated and populous Country, is deprived, after many Years peaceable Pofleffion, of his 
Country and his Wealth, that fomc very folid and fubftantial Reafons be fliewn, to prove fuch an 
Exertion of Authority did proceed from Caufes of great, momentous, and important Nature, fjch 
as regarded the Safety of the State. They will naturally expedt, that a Rajah, who had regularly 
paid a Tribute, exceeding ^.250,000 a Year, if any Crimes were imputed to him, was juftly entitled 
to have a fober and difpaflionatc Hearing of hil Cafe, before any Refolutiort was taken to exaft 
Money from, or othefwife to opprefs him. 

It is evident, that Mcafurcs of determined Severity had been adopted by the Governor General 
before he left Calcutta, and that he had formed his Plan of future Proceedings againft the Rajah 
upon that Principle.— Cheyt Sing manifefted his Obedience to the Governor General, by his per* 
Tonal Attendance to receive him on the Frontier of his Country. The Governor General fays, 
“ that he had paid him (this) the cuftomary Duty of Refpeft But he adds, that ** he brought 
“ with him a great Fleet of Boats, which, as I afterwards learned, were crouded with Two thoufand 
“ armed and chofen Men.” 

Your Committee muft obferve, that this Fleet of Boats did not appear, at the Time the Rajah 
met the Governor, a Matter of Alarm, fcarcely of any Notice; but was fince magnified into Im- 
portance by fucceeding Events; and for Proof on this Point, Your Committee refer td the Evi- 
dence of Mr. Sumner, who attended the Governor General on his Expedition.— And here Your 
Committee muft remark to the Houfe, that the Rajah's Vifit to the Governor was a Public Tef- 
timony given by him of his Reliance on the good Faith of our Nation. He thought his Perfon fecuit 
from Reftraint under the Sanftion of that good Faith, which ought not to have been violated ; for 
Cheyt Sing not having the fame Reliance on the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, could never be prevailed 
on to put himfelf in the Power of the late Vizier, and confcquently did not accept an Invitation to 
his Court, even on the very important Occafion of celebrating the Marriage of his eldcft Son, 
the prefent Vizier. The next Day Rajah Cheyt Sing had a private Audience of the Governor, 
in which he profefled much Concern at his Difpleafure, and Contrition for having given Caufe 
for if, with Afliiranccs that his Zemindary and all that he poffefled were at his Devotion ; and 
he accompanied his Words by an Aftion ftrongly expreflive of the Agitation of his Mind, or of 
his Defirc to imprefs on the Governor Generars a Conviftion of his Sincerity; he laid his Tur- 
ban on the Governor General’s Lap — Your Committee underftand that the Inferior denotes by 
this Aftion, that his Honour is fuppofed to be at the Difpofal of the Superior. — Eut neither 
this Mark of profound Submiflion and Obedience, nor his Acknowledgments of paft Errors and 
Prornifes of uiture Behaviour, had any EffcA upon the Governor General ; he was inflexible ; 
and the Governor General alfigns his Reafons, by faying, “ As the preceding Converfation was 
‘‘ accidental, and made no Part of the Plan which I had concerted in my own Mind for my 
“ Conduft with the Rajah, I kept no Minutes of it, nor Ihould have thought it deferving a 
Place in this Narrative, but for the Weight which he has fince given it ; and that it might be 
“ imputed to me as a deiigned Suppreflion, if I made no Mention of it."’ 

When the Governor General arrived at Benares, the Rajah was not permitted to vifit him that 
Evening, and he was required to defer his future Vifits until PermilTion Ihould be granted to him. 
Such an Order given to him, and in his own Capital, degraded him in the Eyes of all his Sub- 
jefts; yet Your Committee obferve nothing but Submiflion; and when the Governor fent Mr. 
Markham to put him in Arreft, he fubmitted quietly to that Arreft, and wrote a Letter to the 
Governor General, which indicates the moft perfeft Obedience — in which he fays, At this 
« Time Mr. William Markham being come to me, has informed me, that your Highnefs’s Or- 
** ders arc, that I Ihould remain under a Guard. My Proteftor ! I before reprefented to you on 
** board the Pinnace, that I was the Servant of the honourable Sirkar (Government). aiid was 
“ ready from my Heart and Soul— Whatever may be your Pleafure, do it with your own Hamis 
“ I am your Slave. What Occafion can there be for this Guard 
On the fame Day he wrote another Letter to the Governor General, as follows : I am theSer- 
vant of the Sirkar (Government) and am ready from my Heart and Soul in the Performance of 
your Orders, my Honour was beftowed on me by your Highnefs. It depends on you aloW to 
« takeaway, or not to take away, the Country out of my Hands. In cafe my Honour is not left 
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•> how fiiall I be equal to the Bufincfs of the Sirkar ? Whoever, with his Hands in a fupplicating 
« Poflure, is ready with his Life and Property, what Necefllty can there be for him to be dealt 
« within this Way ?” 

I’he Governor General in his Narrative ftates. That the apparent Defpondency in which 
thofe Letters were written, made him think it neceflary to give the Rajah fome Encouragement ; 
and that he accordingly wrote him tljl following Anfwer. 

“ I have received your Two Arzees (Petitions) from the Hands of Mr. Markham, and undcr- 
<« ftand their Contents, That Gentleman will wait on you in the Afternoon, and explain ParticU- 
« lars. — Let your Mind be at reft, and do not receive any Terror or ApprehenCon.” 

To which the Rajah fent this Anfwer. 

Your gracious Letter has been received, that made trie acquainted with your Commands 

Your Order, that in the Afternoon Mr. Markham will come to me, that I muft not fuffer any 
“ Apprehenfion to difturb me, but remain at Eafc in my Mind. My Proteftor ! wherever you 
« fpread your Shadow over my Head, I am entirely free from Concern and Apprehenfion j and 
« whatever you, who are my Mafter, ftiall as fuch determine, will be right.” 

The Governor General ftates, “ That he had prepared Mr. Markham’s Second Inftruftions ; but 
« before he could fet out with them. Intelligence came, that large Bodies of armed Men had 
“ croffed the River from Ramnagur, and had proceeded to the Rajah’s Houfe. What follows is 
“ a Scene of fuch Horror, that it is with the greateft Reluftance I fubmit to the painful Duty of 
“ relating it.” For this Relation Your Committe# refer to the Governor General’s Narrative In 
the Appendix, N” i. A a. 

The Governor General has ftated, “ That thefe Inftances of Contumacy and Difobedience (of 
“ Cheyt Sing’s) criminal as they were in themfelves, and aggravated by the extreme and known 
“ Diftrefles and Dangers of the fuperior State, to which he owed not only perfonal Fealty, but 
“ every voluntary Aid which all the Refources of his Zemindarry could contribute, appeared to 
“ me of lefs Confideration as fuch, than as they were Evidences of a deliberate and lyitematic 
“ Conduft, aiming at the total Subverfion of the Authority of the Company, and the Ereftion of 
“ its own Independency on its Ruins ; this had been long and generally imputed to him,” 

Your Committee muft obferve, that they cannot perceive the Juftice of thefe Conclufions ; 
they do not comprehend, how a very Ihort Delay in Payment of an extraordinary AflelTmcnt, the 
Demand not warranted by Treaty, or not complying with a Requifition of Cavalry, when he 
was riot bound by Treaty to perform any fuch Requifition, can be conftrued into Evidence of a 
deliberate and fyftcmaiic Conduift, aiming at the total Subverfion of the Authority of the 
Company. 

Your Committee can conceive thefe Circumftances to have happened, without any Dcfign 
whatever in Cheyt Sing to give Umbrage to the Adminiftration of Calcutta : And indeed, fuc- 
cceding Events have clearly proved it. There is no Record of the Governor General to fiiew his 
Apprehenfions of Danger fiom this fyftematic Conduft, before he went on his Expedition to the 
Upper Provinces. In his Inftruftions from the Council, no Doubts of the Rajah’s Loyalty arc 
cxpreficd, nor no particular Powers are given to guard the State againft the Effefts of his fup- 
pofed Ambition. The Governor General is indeed intrufted “ with full Power and Authority to 
“ form fuch Arrangements with the Rajah of Benares for the better Government and Manage- 

ment of his Zemindarry, and to perform fuch Afts for the Improvement of the Intereft which 
" the honourable Company poflcfl’es in it, as he lhall think fit, and confonant to the Mutual and 
“ a^u^ Engagements Juhfifting between the Company and the Rajah.'’ 

Your Committee are inclined to believe, that the Governor General could not then entertain 
the moft remote Sufpicions of Cheyt Sing’s Intentions to fubvert the Authority of the Company, 
and to eredt his own Independency on its Ruins } they are juftified in this Opinion, by obferving 
that the Governor General had taken no Precautions to guard againft the Perfidy, Treachery, or 
open Violence of this fufpedled Rebel. Had he then entertained thofe Sentiments which he 
has fince exprelTed, his Condudl muft have been the compleat reverfe-— inftead of entering Cheyt 
Sing’s Provinces with a flender Giuird, and thereby putting bimfclf at the Mercy of the Rajah, 
Prudence would have didtated to him, not to advance until an Army had been alTembled fufli- 
cient at lead for the Protedlion of his Perfon : And if he really did entertain any fuch Appre- 
henfions, his Duty to his Country required thefe previous Meaiures to have been taken j for the 
Governor General has ftated, that if fuch a Stroke as that which he fuppofes had been ftruck, 
(his being cut ofFby Cheyt Sing’s Troops) it would have been confidered “ as dccifivc of the 
** National Fate ; that every State around it would have ftarted into Arms againft us, and every 

Subjedl of its own Dominion would, according to their fcvcral Abilities, have become its Ene* 
" my {” and the F'ate of the Britilh Empire in India was connedted with the Safety of his 
Perfon. 

Your Committee obferve the Governor General refiding, with his Guard of 5 or 600 Men, in 
Benares, the capital City of Cheyt Sing (whofe ftanding Force has been reprefented by Mr. 
Haftings to be 7,690, and who in a few Days was at the Head of 22,000 Men) and there exer- 
cifing, in the moft extenfive Degree, the Powers of his Office, in degrading and dilhonouring 
the Rajah, who quietly fubmitted to the Difgrace.— If the Rajah had cm entertained Dcfigna 
Svp, SsL. Com. Rep. II. £ hoftiic 
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))pftile ,i»Dd ijiitpkal to the Company, fcarce any other. Coincidence of Circumftances could have 

f iven fuch an Qpportufiity ,tp him of effefting ids .Views, as that which now prefented itfelf at 
enaresi for, aiicording to the Governor General’s Doftrine, he might; by one Ipintcd Jlxertion, 
•have npt only freed himjelf from Confinement, but rendered himfclf ’independent of all future 
Controll. The Rajah’s Conduft, on this trying and tempting Occ^ion, does not appear to have 
been that of an enterprizing Chief, impatient under the EiJIfcife of any kind of Superiority otcf 
him, and therefore rcfolved to aim at Independence whenever the Means of Attainment were 
in his Power} on the contrary, his Objeft was to cfcape from Confinement, and then to fly to 
his Forts, for Safety to his Perfon. t> • j j. 

Notwithftanding the Governor General has fuj>pofed, ^at a particular Period) that the Fate 
of the Britilh Empire in India was connefted with the Safety of his Perfon, Your Committee 
hope and believe, that the Britilh PolTcflions in India are not held on fo very precarious a Te- 
nure as the Life of any Individual whatfoever, who happens to be immediately the firft Member 
of the Government. The Powers of India, from their Intercourfc with the Adminiftration at 
Calcutta, art inliinately a^uainted with our ConfiitHtioH, and the Nature of our Government, and 
of its refpeftive Dependency on the Company, and on the Parliament. They confider the Go- 
vernor General as the firft Member of the State whilft he holds that Office, but that his Dura- 
tion in it depends folely on the Orders of his Superiors in Europe. They arc not ignorant, that 
jf by any Accident his Life fhould be loft, or hb Perfon made Captive, that until Orders lhall 
arrive fVom England, all the Powers appertaining to the Office of Governor General would in- 
ftantly, and of courfe, devolve on the next in .Qrder of Succeffioni and that no Competition can 
arife concerning the Succeffion, fince all the fubordinate Ranks of the Britifh Autliority muft 
transfer their Obedience, where by Law and Cuttom that Obedience was due; and that fuch is 
our Conftitution, that the Death, Removal, or Captivity, of a Governor General, would make 
no other Difference in the Conduft of the National Affairs, than what would arife from the aftual 
Difference of the Abilities or Integrity of him who made the Vacancy, and of him who fucceeded 
to it. 

This regular and eftablilhed Mode of Succeffion to Power, fo frequently confirmed by Prac- 
tice, when oppofed to the great Uncertainty of Succeffion amongft the Princes of India, has been 
a Matter of Admiration to the Natives of Indoftan. There, Experience has frequently ftiown, 
that Succeffion to Government or Dominion neither depends upon hereditary Right, Priority 
of Birth, the Appointment of the late Poffeffor, the Eleftion of the People, nor any other fixed 
or determinate Rulej but frequently on Points toully foreign and accidental. The atluarPof. 
feffion of the Treafury has frequently enabled a Competitor for Power to pay the Arrears of, 
or to beftow a Largefs upon, the Army } which Aft has decided the Lot of Empire in his Favour, 
againft all his Rivals for Dominion. The Death of a Soubah, Nabob, or Maha Rajah, opens 
a Field of Contention to different Interefts, often betwixt Brother and Brother, Uncle and Ne* 
phew, or the feveral Chiefs of the Army } and thefe again oppofed or fupported by the Intrigues 
of the Seraglio; that to the Variety of Hopes apd Expeftations occafioned by fuch an Event, 
we may principally aferibe the frequent Murthprs and Affaflinations in the Eaftern World, while 
it has bepn feen, that the Fate of a Battle, or the Lofs of an Empire, has folely depended on 
fhe Life of the Prince who commanded, But thefe Examples are folely confined to tl« Oriental 
Princes } they cannot be made ^plicable to the Britilh Government in India; and our national 
Poffeffions in that Part of the Globe cannot polfibly, in the Opinion of Your Committee, de- 
pend on the Life of any Individual, fo long as the Britilh Laws are held in due Reverence by 
Britilh Siibjefts. 

Notwitbftanding the Governor General’s AfiTertions, Your Committee difeover no Part of 
Cheyt Sing’s Conduft, previous to his Arreft, which can induce them to believe that he ever 
entertained the moft remote Idea of intending to fubvert the Authority of the Company, or to 
creft his own Independency on its Ruins ; and although the Governor General Hates, that this 
had been long and generally imputed to him, yet Your Committee are at a Tool's to conceive what 
the Governor General means to convey by fuch an Aflertion: He cannot mean that, the Council 
General imputed fuch Defigns to him, becaufe the Records of the Company are filent on this 
point } nor could he himfelr, before he left Calcutta, fiifpeft Cheyt Sing of fuch a Defign, for Your 
Committee find no fuch Imputation exprelTedon the Conlultations, when Inftruftions were framed for 
his Conduft towards Cheyt Sing at the expefted Interview. That the very Sufpicion did not then 
cxlft, cannot be more clearly manifefted, than by examining Mr. Haltings’s Inftriiftions, ex- 
tenfiye a« they arc, and more general than ought ever to have been granted, as he was invefted 
with i^ull Powers and Authority to form focli Arrangements with the Rajah of Benayes for 
“ the feettpr Government and Manwement of his Zemindary, and to perform fuch Afts for the 
“ Improvement of the intereft whi^ the Copapany poffeffes in it, as he lhall think fit, and 
“ conjonant to the mutual and aitual Engagements Jubfifting between the Company and the Rajah.” Yct, 
riiey neither exprefs of imply Sufoicion of Cheyt Sing’s Loyalty ; on the contraiy, Your Com- 
mittee muft remark, that Part ot thefe Inftruftions is an irrefragable Proof of the Fidelity of 
Cheyt Sing, becaule they reftrafo thjc Governor General from adopting any Meafure, not confo- 
naiu to the mutual and aftual Eagagemenu fuhfifting betwixt the Company and him. 

The Idea of the Zemindar of Renares having it in Contemplation w fubvert the Briylh Powwc 
in Bengal, and to ereft his own Independency on its Ruins, is too chimerkd CO be forioulljr ad- 
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tven fbr« Moinc»t. The Hwft -wiil rcooHoft, that; when CheytSiag isto be^nrai'ned 
bv Force to make Payments which neither by Treaty or Juftice we were authornsed to demand, 
Two ’Battalions of Sapoys Wck thjM^bc a -Fofcevfu^ient to fend to his Capital, to eff'ea that 
Payment i and they 'V^tre found f«iB<iient. When k it repmfcnted'he had railed his regoiar Ma- 
Wimment from .7,690 >10 40,000 including alt Deferiptiont, die Britilh Force employed 

theft Numbers was triding, compared to die General Eftablilhment of our Army. Three 
Companies of European Troops, Four Regiments and a Battalion of Sepoys, with Six Compa- 
nies of the Nabob’s Body Guard (Sepoys) and a proper Train of Arriilery, was the Whole 
Soeogth employed in this Service. On the 15th of September 1781, in the Evening, tlwfe 
Troops began their March towards Cheyt Sing’s Fortreffes ; on the 20th their Military Operations 
bad been fo fucctfsfui ngainft die 'Rajah’s Forces, that thelGoVerhor General declares “ the Al- 
« legiance of the whole Country reftored as compleatly in the Courfc of a few Hours, from a 
« State ofwniverfal Revolt, as if it had never de^rted from it.” 

Major Crabb, who 'commanded one of the Detachments of the Army againft Cheyt Sing, with 
Reputation to faimfclf, has given Evidence to your Committee, that a fingle Brigade of the Com- 
pany’s Troops was more than fufficient to defeat Cheyt Sing, and compleat the Reduftion of hiS 
^Untry. Thb Evidence has been confirmed by the Fad kfclf ; and the Houfe will be enabled 
to.form their Judgment, as well from the Strength of the Detachment adually employed as in 
the very Ihort Time it required to corrqilcat its Objed, namely the Redudion of Cheyt Sing’s 
Country from univerfal Revolt to perf^ Obedience, whether the Zemindar of Benares, formci-ly 
the Tributary of Oude, and now of Calcutta, was a Power capable of fubVerting the Britilh Au- 
thority in Bengal, and trf ereding its own Independency on its Ruins. 

Your Committee will only obferve upon all tte Governor General's Reafonings, References, 
and Appeals, that in grea^t Matters which concern the State, there was one unerring Rule to fol- 
low; by that Rule the Company’s Affairs have, till of late Years, been uniformly conduded ; and 
whenever it is departed from, Sufpicions will inevitably arife, that fome fecret Motives do cxifl:> 
more than arc prefented to the public Infpedion. The Governor General did not follow this 
Rule, for it does not appear that he affembled the Council (as was ufual and cuftomary upon 
all important Occafions) to enter into the Difeuflion of Cheyt Sing’s Demerits, and then come 
to a fotmil RefoJution, to be entered in the CotifultatioiiS, of the Meafures necelTary to be 
adopted j fuch a Proceeding would have had the Merit at leaft of being regular, and accoi-ding 
to the Rules and Forms of the Service, and in ftrid Obedience to the pofitive Orders of the 
Diredors. The Company and the Nation would have had certain public Proceedings Jield, 
before the Indignity of the Arrcft was committed, whereon to ground their Approval or Difap- 
probation j and, unlefs the Depofal of Cheyt Sing was a Meafure abfolutely pre-determined, be- 
fore the Governor General proceeded to Ads of Violence, the Rajah might have been informed 
of the Extent of his Guilt, and of the ultimate Demands which the Government intended to 
exad from him as a Muld for that Guilt. He would by fuch a Communication have had 
the Option at leaft of compounding fot thtfe fuppofed Offences; and it is not very difficult to 
decide what that Option would have been, betwixt Payment of a large Sum of Money, ahd re- 
taining his Honour, his Dignity, and the Government of his Piovinces; or the Deprivation of 
Honour, Wealth, and Territory, and himfelf to become a Fugitive from his Women, Children, 
Parents, Friends, and Country, and to feek an Afylum for his profrribed PCrfon, wherever he 
could poffibly find it, beyond the Reach of Britilh Influence. The Governor General would 
himfelf have been relieved from the very painful and difagreeablc Situation of being obliged 
(to avoid the Imputation of corrupt Motives) to make References to the Recolleftions of Men, 
whofc Teftimonics were to give Validity to what were his Intentions upon certain Points, pre- 
vious to certain Events having taken place, and after a Lapfc of many Months had hap- 
pened. 

Upon a full and mature Confideration of the Subjeft, it appears to Your Committee, That if 
Cheyt Sing had actually been guilty of thofc direft Charges of Delinquency made agairtft him by 
the Governor General, that they were not Crimes of fuch a Magnitude, as could juftify the Men- 
fures intended to be purfued againft him, even before the Governor General left Calcutta ; much 
lefs thofe he adopted after his Arrival at Benares. It has been ftated, that Cheyt Sing had faith- 
fully and pundually difeharged hii Tribute. Demands of extraordinary Aid had been made on 
him; thefc too he had difeharged’— perhaps rcluftantly} and Your Committee will here obferve, 
that if there was no Boundary of Right, on which the Rajah could make his Stand to the 
increafing Demands of the Governor General and Council, he couW not be faid to poffefs any 
Right or Property whatfoever. But it appears to Your Committee, that even thofe dirert 
Charges of Delinquency, made by the GoternOr General agaifift Cheyt Sing, arc fo far from 
being proved to be Delinquency, that Your Committee cannot difeover any Part of the Rajah’.s 
Conduft,. previous to his being made i Prifonef, which merits the Imputation of a Crimp. 

It is an Inftruftion from the Houfe to thb Committee, “ to confider how the Britilh Poffcffions 
in the Eaft Indies may be held and governed with the greateft Security and Advantage to 
this .Country, and by what. Mean* tM H;q>pinefs of the. native Inhabitants may be beft 
promoted.” 

Yoiir Commkne have inveftigated the aftual Gbvctnmdm of India under the prefent t-itifting 
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Laws ; and the Ninth Report contains^ in Part, their pbfervation* on this very mateiial Head 
of their Inftruftions. 

The Principles laid down by the Governor General, namely, That the Company, periling 
“ the Right of Sovereign, hold abfolutc Authority over every Rajah and Zemindar«~That they 
“ owe a perfonal Allegiance, and an implicit and unrefervcd;<Obcdicnce, to that Authority, atthfc 
“ Forfeiture of the Zemindary, and even of Life and Property, at the Diferetion of thole who 
“ hold, or fully reprefent, the fovereign Authority,” deprives thofc Rajahs and Zemindars, who 
are the Princes and Nobles of the Land, of all their Rights. Your Committee have feen thefe 
Principles carried into Praftice, to the compleat Ruin of a Rajah of the firft Rank under the Bri- 
tilh Depcndancc. 

An Event fo extraordinary in itfclf, and of fo much Confcquencc, not only to the^ffering 
Party, but to every Tributary to the Company, whatever may be his Rank or Station, induced 
Your Committee to inveftigate the Subjeft with Precifion 5 as well to acquire complete Informa- 
tion on this particular and very extraordinary Tranfaftion, as with a View to framing fome future 
Regulations for the better Protection of the Rajahs, Zemindars, and other Natives of India, 
From this Inveftigation, the following Concluftons may be drawn : 

If the Conftdcration of public Services performed to our Nation by the Father, is requited by 
a Violation of public Faith to the Son, upon Pretences the moll frivolous— 

If the folemn Faith of Treaty, which confirmed the Tributary in the aClual Pofleflion of his 
Lands, be no longer confidered of fufficient Validity to proteft him from Oppreflion or 
Extortion— 

If the juft, regular, and punftual Performance of all ftipulated Conditions, is found to be no 
Kind of Security agafnft new Claims and new ExaClions— 

If a Tributary of the Company is found to have no other Security for the Pofleflion of his 
Lands, which defeended to him from many Generations, but the arbitrar)’ Will of the Governor 
General, or executive Government of the Country— 

If the Pofleflion of Wealth is to be confidered as a State Crime, and heavy Fines and Penalties 
arc to be laid on the PoflrflTors, with a View of rendering their Power or their Wealth lefs dan- 
gerous to the Company — 

If tlie Compliance with one arbitrary and unjuft Demand, inftead of fecuring the Tributary 
from further Oppreflion, is inftantly followed by another Demand, fo extravagant as to render a 
Compliance with it utterly impoflible — 

If Rcquifitions arc made, unauthorized by any Stipulation in Treaty, and a lliort Delay inter- 
venes before the Requifition is finally complied with, if fuch Delay is conftrued into Evidence df 
High Treafon— 

If Reports, unwarranted and ill-authenticated— if Suggellions of public Danger, and Imputa- 
tions of evil Ucfigns, ill-founded, improbable, and impradlicablc, are to be admitted as fufficient 
Grounds for commencing Hoftilities— 

If the Diftrefs of the &ft India Company, from whatfoever Caufe arifing, fhould ever be con- 
fidcred as the fmalleft Juftification of Meafures which are cruel, unjuft, and oppreffive to the Na- 
tives of India— 

If thefe Conclufions be juft and well-founded,— Your Committee muftobferve, that no Situation 
can be more wretched and deplorable than the Tributaries or Dependants of the Eaft India Com- 
pany, whofe Honour, Lives, and Fortunes arc deemed folely dependant on the Diferetion of the 
Servants of the Eaft India Company; and they are of Opinion, that the Juftice of Parliament 
ought not to delay Relief to thofe opprelTed and unhappy Men, by palling fome precife and pofi- 
tive Law, not only for the general Proteftion of their Perfons, Honours, and Eftates, but as the 
bed Means to recover the national Reputation for Probity, Humanity, and good Faith, and to 
prevent the Nation from being brought into further Difrepute by a Repetition of fuch A&s. 

Your Committee having finilhed their Obfervations on the Conduft of the Governor General, 
proceed to obferve upon the Conduft of the Council General, fo far as relates to their Approval 
or Difapproval of the Meafures purfued by the Governor General againft the Rajah of Benares. 

The Minute of the Council General of the 14th January 1782, is entered at large in the Ap- 
pendix, and is very particularly recommended to the Attention of the Houfe. The Council Ge- 
neral have fuppofed certain Obje^ions to be made to the Condufl of the Governor General to- 
wards Cheyt Sing, viz. 

“ ill. Where were the Governor General’s particular Inftruftions for fuch extraordinary 
“ Demands upon Cheyt Sing f 

“ 2d. Why was that Chief put in Arreft, when he offered to make every Concef- 
“ fion ? 

" 3d. Whether there was not a Compafl between him and the Company, which fpecifiei 
" that he was only to pay them a certain Annual Tribute 

And it appears that the Council give their Opinion upon thqfe ObjeAions as follows : 

“ The Board think the Governor General was fully authttlli^.; by the g^eral Tenor of hb 
“ Inftruftions. 

“ The Governor General having a decided Vote, could have written out and approved more 
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„ articular Inlhii^tibns. There was ^peltcac;^ in the Mode he preferred, and it compOfed a 

.. greater Rcfponfibility.” • 

« In regard to the Second Queftioh, it is evident from Chiyt Sing’s Anfwers and Preparations, 

« and the whole Tenor of his Condtift before, and at the Time, that nothing but Arreft could 
« have convinced him of the Governor General’s Determination. 

“ That the Arreft was not igfe'ntlhK) to proceed furthch than the Payment of i prO^r Fine to 
(I the Company, who ftood in* e I^ce of his Sovereign and BenefaftOri Is evinced by the Go- 
« vernor General’s Anfwer to Cheyt Sing after his Confinement. 

“ Had a total Revolution in the Adminiftration of the Zemindarry been intended, the Arreft 
« mull have been effected with more Force and gteater Marks of Severity. 

«« That the Officers who went to execute this Serviccj were convinced that no Mcafure of 
“ determined Severity was intended againft Cheyt Sing, appears from that unfortuliate Want of 
«< Precaution which coft them and their Followers their Lives.” 

“ The Third QOeftioA involves much Argument, yet is fully anfwerCd by that Part of the 
« Governor General’s Narrative which difcUlTes the Sunnud under which Cheyt Sing ruled the 

Province, and which was fo liberally granted by the Company. The Correfpondehce with the 
'« Indian States, Ihews clearly their Ideas of the Rights of Zemindars and Rajahs? prote^cd in 
*1 their Zemindarries by fuperior Power. Had Cheyt Sing been an Ally aftd a Sovereign Prince, 

“ who paid only a fixed Subfidy, his Military Preparations, and his infidious Conduft under Pre- 
<« fences of Poverty, in difappointing the Expeftations of the Government for the Army under 
« Major Camac, iuftified, together with his Corrcfpondcnce with our Enemies, the fevered 
« Exaction of Aid to affift the Company in their I^ftreffcs, and to atone for his Ingratitude and 
« Treachery to a Power who protefted him, and to whom he owed his Situation.” 

As Your Committee can fuppofe, the Anfwers which the Council General have given to 
their own Queftions, are the Grounds on which they have given their Approbation to the Go- 
vernor General’s Conduft at Benares } and as thefe Anfwers are very far from being fatisfac- 
tory to Your Committee, they have thought proper to examine them with fome Degree of At- 
tention. 

Your Committee are of Opinion, that the Governor General was not jUftified in his extraordi-* 
nary Demands on Cheyt Sing by the general Tenor of his Inftruftions j he was invefted with full 
Power and Authority to form fuch Arrangements with the Rajah of Benares, for the better Go- 
vernment and Management of his Zemindarry, and to perform fuch Afts for the Improvement 
of the Interefts which the Honourable Company pofiblTes in it, as he fliall think fit and conjonant 
to the mutual and affual Engagements Jubfifting between the Company and the Rajah •, but Your Com- 
mittee admit, that if the Governor General had judged it either politic or prudent, to have been 
invefted by the Council General with more particular InftrUftions, his own calling Vote would 
have decided that, or any other Queftion whatfoever. But if he had carried fuch a Queftion by 
fuch a Vote, then the Refponfibility would have remained with him alone; whereas, by having 
communicated his intended Projefts to Mr. Wheler, and befpeaking his Support in the Mea- 
furcs he intended to purlbe towards Cheyt Sing, and Mr. Wheler having concurred in thofe 
Projefts, by not having entered any Proteft againft them before they were carried into Execution, . 
he thereby took upon himfelf a Share of the Refponfibility. 

Your Committee perceive nothing in Cheyt Sing’s Anfwers, that indicates any thing Hkc a 
Cefire to lhake off his adlual Dependance upon our Nation. As to his fuppofed Preparations, 
although there was an Englilh Gentleman in a public Charadlcr conftantly rcfident at Benares, 

Your Committee find no Complaints on this Head againft the Rajah, previous to his Arreft. 

The whole Tenor of his Conduft, inftead of being brought as Evidence againft him, is the 
ftrongeft Teftlmony in his Favour. 

Your Committee will not pretend to decide, whether an Arreft of Cheyt Sing was the only 
Mcafure which could convince him of the Governor General’s Determination ; but they are lb 
far from thinking the Arreft of his Perfon was a neceffary Mcafure, that they confider the Arreft 
itfclf as a maniKil Ignominy inflicted on him, and done with a View to accomplilh a mod 
unjuftifiable ExaAion, of that which is called by the Council, a proper Fine for his (alledged) 

Delinquency. 

Your Committee do not admit the Reafoning of the Council General— that if a total Revo- 
lution in the Adminiftration of the Zemindarry had been intended, the Arreft mull have been 
eftefted with more Force, and greater Marks of Severity. In Juftice to the Governor General, 
it ought to be fuppofed, tjiat he thought his aAual Military Strength, or the ready Means of 
reinforcing that Strength, amply fufficient to effeft the Purpofes which he intended to carry into 
Execution. 

The Council General have drawn Conclufions from the Negleifl of a common Precaution in 
the Military Officers j and they affert, that this Negligence was a Proof that thofe Officers were 
Convinced no Mcafures of determined Severity were intended againft Cheyt Sing. By adverting 
to the Orders given to Mr. Markham, it will appear, that he was to repair to the Houfe of the vweNimtwti. 
Rajah, with his (the Refid^t’s) ufual Guard, and put him under Arreft, by Orders of the Go- 
wnor General. In the Pe^ormance of this Duty, Mr. Markham was the executive Officer. 

His own Guard wa« to affift him in the Execution of this Order. In cafe of Refufal, he was to 
t^fait the Arrival of Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys belonging to Major Popham’s Detach- 
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ment, who were direfted to follow and alTift him in the Execution of the Service. It does not 
appear that the Subaltern Officer who commanded tliis ilfetachment, received any other Direc. 
tions, than to march to the Rajah’s Palace, and then to obey the Orders which he Ihould receive 
from Mr. Markham. But the Rajah quietly fubmitted to the Arreft. Mr. Markham left the 
Rajah in Charge of Lieutenants Scott and Stalker, with Orders to “ difarm all the Servants of 
“ the Rajah — to allow him any Eight or Ten of them for the Attendance of his Perfon— and 
“ to indulge him in any Requeft confiftent with the Security of lis Perfon.” He then returned 
to the Governor General j and fo little Apprehcnfion did he entertain, that any Refeue would be 
attempted, that he brought back with him his own Guard. Intelligence came foon after to the 
Governor General, that large Bodies of armed Men had crofled the River from Ramnagur, and 
had proceeded to the Rajah’s Houfci and it now appeared (when Danger threatened) that the 
Detachment of Grenadiers had taken no Ammunition with them. Major Popham fent another 
Company of Sepoys, under an Officer, with Ammunition, to reinforce and fupport the firft Party. 

P'rom this Detail, Your Committee are of Opinion, that the Conclufions drawn by the Council 
General, from the Negligence of the Officers in not carrying a Supply of Ammunition, cannot 
be confidered in any Degree in the Light in which they have endeavoured toreprdent it in their 
Minutes upon this Subjed. 

The Council General think that “ the Third Queftion involves much Argument but with- 
out entering into that Argument, they refer the Directors to the Governor General’s Narrative 
for the Difeuflion of Cheyt Sing’s Sunnud, under which he ruled the Province. Your Committee 
have fully ffiewn, not only what were the Rights of Cheyt Sing when he was the Zemindar of Su. 
jah Dowla, but they have pointed out what wa,s the Senfe at that Time entertained by the Go- 
vernor General of thofc Rights. The Council General add, “ that the Correfpondence with the 
“ Indian States, fhews clearly their Ideas of the Rights of Zemindars and Rajahs protefted in 
“ their Zemindarries by fupenor Power.” Your Committee are at a Lofs to know to whofe Cor- 
refpondence the Council General refer; and if it b their own, they are ftill equally uninformed 
where to find thefe clear Ideas of the Rights of Zemindars. 

As Your .Committee have made their Obfervations fo fully on the Charges brought by the Go- 
vernor General againft Cheyt Sing, they will refer the Houfc to that Part of the Report ; and as 
they have already ftated that the Military Preparations of Cheyt Sing were not imputed to him as 
a Crime by the Governor General and Conned previous to his Arreft, fo neither do they find that 
he (lands charged, before that Period, with maintaining a Correfpondence with the Enemy. 

It appears to Your Committee, That if the Conduft of Mr. Haftings towards Cheyt Smg has 
been fuch as to merit the Approbation of this Houfe, the Two Members of the Supreme cfoun- 
cil, Mr. Wilder and Mr. Mac Pherfon, arc entitled to their Share of that Approbation, by the 
unreferved Manner in which they havejuftified his A£ls.— If, on the other Hand, the Houfe Iball 
lie f)t Opinion, that the Proceedings againft Cheyt Sing were unjuft, oppreflive, and contrary to 
Public l aith ; thofc Members of the Council who approved thoie Proceedings, arc implicated in 
the Criminality. ^ 

Your Committee thinking it neceftary to examine Major Fairfax, who is lately arrived from 
Piengal, and who was at Benares at the Time the Governor General was there, as is mentioned in 
the former Part of this Report, have inferted his Examination in the Appendix, N°. 15. 
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TH6 governor GENERAL’S NARRATIVE 
6TP THE TRANSX'iCTTONS, AT BENARES. 


Edward Whcler, Efcjulfe, &c. &c. shd Co'uncil, Fort William. 

’G<fltlcmen, , , . 

I Have now tKc Honour to fend you the Narrative, which I prortlifed in my Letter, dated the 
l8th October, of the Tiunfaftions and Events. Vfhich paflcd during the Courl'e of the laft Infur- 
reetion of this Province. I had begun it at the Time oi the Date which I have prefixt to it ) but 
the bufy Scenes which followed, both while I was at Chunar, and after my Return to Benares, hin- 
drcd me from profccutiug it till a few Days before, the Date which I have fubjoined to it. I did 
not chufe to alter thejpttoduftton, although written at fuch a Diftance of Time from that in 
which the Body of the. Work was executed, and, even from the Exiftence of the Events which; arc 
recorded in. the latter, becauw 1 found It not eafy to give it a new Form, without a total Omiflion 
of what had been already produced, while my Mind was animated by the recent and aftual 
Scenes in which it was engaged, to an anx'rtus and moft feeling Solicitude, not more for the Iflue 
of the, impending Conteft* than for its Confcquences on my own Reputation, In the Cpnfciouf- 
neft of the Heftitude of my own Intentions, I had allowed myfelf to ufc an Appeal, the moft folemn 
and the moft iacred that could bind, my Relation to Truth, or imprefs the Con vision of it on the 
Hearts of others \ not could I, confiftciuly with my own Senfe of its Obligation, withdraw it, or 
coldly place it after the Narrafiye alre^y written, and written under the Check which I had im^ 
pofed upon it. I know not whether I mall be clearjy underftood, If Ij?m not, yet let this En- 
deavoUt to explain a feeming Impropriety in the Conftruftion of this Performance, be accepted for 

its Apology. . , A 

I have only to add my Hope, that as I have received the moft cordial Siipport in the pad 
Evtfnts from you, toy rcljxftable anft moft refpefted Aifociates in the Adminiftration, and as it 
has been my unvaried Study to prfyent your fuffering any Embarraflinent from them, my Conduiil 
m them may alfo receive its firu Reward in the Tettiwony of your Approbation. 

Benares, I have the Honour to be, 

fift December 1781. Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, and 

moft humble Serv.inf. 


Chunar, 1 ft September 178 1. 

!h whatevtr Minhirr Ihi Sefehe may clblb In which I am now engaged, the Calamities with which 
It tm^d, will nbt fail, brf their firft Ith^rtifion, to inRutnee in fome Degree the Minds of all Men 
Ih roiftnhig thteir Judgment of it; Ih the following Narrative, if I can trull to my own Sentiments, 
•f if ttiblil Who lhall rriftl it will credit this Declaration of thtm, I Ihall lels ftudy to efface that 
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► Imprcflion, than fcck to dived my Mind of all partial Biafs, and to. deliver all the. pad Tranfailions 
and Occurrences with the drifted and mod faithful Regard to Truth ; in which if I fail, I fail un. 

knowingly: And may the God of Truth fo judge me, as my own Confcicncc fliall condemn or 

acquit me of intentional Deception. 

The Motives and Objefts of my Journey were various. With thefe, theDefign of my Tranf- 
aftions at Benares had but a remote and fecondary Conneftion. I lett Calcutta on the 7th of 
July. At Buxfify Rajah Cheit Sing paid me the cujlomary Duty of RtfpeEl^ by advancing to that 
Place, which lay the neared to the Boundary Line of hfs Zemindarry. He brought with him a great 
Fleet of BoatSy whichy as I afterwards karnedy were crowded with Two thoufand armed and chofen Men. 
This Circumdance was noticed by many of the Gentlemen who accompanied me, and was certainly 
a Deviation from the cdabliflied Rules of Decorum, not only fuch as arc obferved from Vaffals to 
their Superiors, but even fuch as pafs between Equals. An Jndance of this will be remembered by 
many to have happened at Benares in the Year 1773, in the Meeting which took place there 
between the late Vizier Siija ul Dowla and myfclf He had left bis Capital with a large Retinue, 
but hearing that I came unattended, he difmilTcd bis Followers, and met me with a State as humble 
as mine. 

I received the Rajah with Civility, and without any Expreffion of Difplcafure. I left Buxar the 
next Morning, and received a fecond Vifit from the Rajah in my Boat. After a fliort Space he 
defircd to fpeak to me in private. The Particulars of our Converfation I do notexaftly remember: 
I can or)ly relate the Subdance of it. He profefled much Concern to hear that I was difpleafed 
with him, and Contrition for having given Caufe for it, afluring me that his Zemindarry, and all 
that he poflefled, were at my Devotion *, he exprefled his Fears of Coflaun Sing, who had been fomc 
Days in my Suite, and of the Intrigues of his Relations •, and he accompanied his Words by an 
Aftion either drongly expreflive of the Agitation of his Mind, or his Defirc to imprefs on mine a 
Conviftion of his Sincerity, by laying his Tgrban on my Lap. I replied, that I had not feen 
CofTaun Sing, nor concerned myfelf about hihi, nor Ihould I defeend to be a Party in his Family 
Difagreements *, that my Bufincfs was with him, and with hini only; that what he had heard, or 
might have conjeftured, of my Difpleafurc, was true:- And I entered into a full Difeuflioh of the 
Caufes of it; that I had been already once deceived by his Oaths and Proteftations, and fhould not 
fufTer my Purpofe to be changed, or my Duty to be overruled, by any verbal ConceiTions or Decla- 
rations, which were made with little Coft, and for the Obfervance of which I had no Pledge nor 
Warrant to credit them. He pleaded his Inability to anfwcr my Charges againft him, admitted that 
he was in every Refpeft: faulty, but defired that I would forget the paft, and form my Opinion of 
him on his future Behaviour. I declined any further Converfation upon the Subjeft, and he topk 
his Leave. 

As the preceding Converfation was accident aly and made no Part of the Plan which I had concerted in mj 
own Mind for my Conduct with the Raj ah y I kept no Minute of nor fhould have thought it deferving 
cf a Place in this Narrativey hut for the freight which he has ftnee given to ity and that it might he 
imputed to me as a defigned Stipprejftony if I made no Mention of it. I lliall proceed to relate the Sub- 
jefts to which it alluded, and add the Purpofes which I had in Contemplation concerning them. 

On the firft Intelligence of the War with France in July 1778, it was refolvcd in Council, 
that Rajah Cheit Sing fhould be required to contribute an extraordinary Subfidy for the Expcnce 
which this new Exigency had impofed on our Government; and the Sum was limited to Five 
Lacks of Rupees mr the current Year. After many Excufes and Proteftations of Inability, he at 
length confented, with a very ill Grace, to the Payment, and with a much worfe difeharged it. The 
next Year the fame Demand was repeated, and he attempted in like Manner to elude ir, afFefting 
to borrow Money in fmall Sums, and to fell his Plate and Jewels, to raife it ; nor was it paid at 
laft, till he had reduced the Board to the Extremity of ordering Two Battalions of Sepoys to 
the Neighbourhood of Ramnagur, and quartering them upon him, with their Pay charged to his 
Account, until the whole Payment was completed. 

Early in the following Year, about the Month of May, he deputed Lalla Saddanund, who was 
his Buxey, and the confidential Manager of his A/Fairs, on a private Commiffion to me, to folicit 
my Forgivenefs of his paft Conduft, and to give me Affurances, confirmed by Oath, of his future 
Submiflion to the Orders of my Government, and Compliance with my Advice. I accepted his 
Excufes, and promifed him an Oblivion of all that had paflTed exceptionable in his Conduft, 
and my future Iftoteftion, and every good Office in my Power, fo long as he adhered to his Pro- 
fcHions, requiring only, as the IMedge of their Sincerity, that he would immediately notify his 
ready and unreferved Confent to the Demand which would be made upon him, this being the 
Period for ir, of the Subfidy for the’ current Year, and that he would ufc no Delay in difeharging 
ir. I at the fame Tune explained to Saddanund, the Nature of the Demand ; its Conformity to the 
Cultoms of all States in 'Pimes of extraordinary Emergency ; and aflured him, that though he 
nnul expeft: a Repetition of it every Year fo long as the War lafted, yet it could not be juftly 
drawn into a Precedent for exaftingan Increafc of his regular and ftipulated Rent; and, fo far as 
jt could depend upon me, 1 gave him the ftrongeft Affurances, and I believe very folcnm Afle- 
yerations, that it Ihould not. Saddanund vowed the fulleft Obedience on the Part of his Maftcr ; 
the Demand was accordingly made; and the Rajah anfwercd it with a liberal and unreferved 
Declaration of his Acquiefcence. I expefted the immediate Payment of the whole Sum, according 
(0 his Pfomiie, and 1 placed a Reliance 'upon it fo far as to deftine the Appropriation of it to the 
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Support of the Detachment which was then afting in the Province of Malvd, nnJer the Conimnri i 
of Lieutenant Colonel Camac, not apprehending any Policy which coiilJ warp him ftom rl.r 
ftrong Obligation of fuch an Ei^agemenr, and from the evident intcreft which he h.id in Kilhllir.L^ 
it. I was miftaken. The Firft raymenc was made in different Periods in the Courfe of a Month, 
amounting to about a Lack of Rupees ; and there, as I recolledt, he (lopped, and even dclVended 
to the Mcannefs of writing to folicit the Forbearance of the Remainder, that it might be inclmbd 
in the regular Payments of the enfuing Year which was then approaching. lam not poffllVcd at 
this Time of the Materials for afeerraining the Dates of the Demand, and of his Lcttcis"^ wriiten 
in Acquiefccncc of if, nor the Dates and correfpondent Sums of the fubfequent Payments ; bur I 
defirc that thefe may be inferted by the Secretary, as a Note to this Page of the Narrativr*. h is fiffi- 
dent to that the Demand was made^ and the whole Payment confeqiienily due^ in July •, that it was not 
until the Month of Ohlober^ nor until the fame Conftraint was prahlifed to compel bis Obedience as lad been 
ufed in the preceding Tear^ by an Order for the Advance of T wo Battalions of SepOys for that Purpofe^ 
that the Balance of the Sub/idy^ which was T wo Lacks and a Half of Rupees^ was difeharged. fn the 
man Time^ the Rejident received an Order from the Board to remit the Money as he received ity by Bills^ to 
the Paymafter of Lieutenant Colonel Camac^s Detachment \ but thefe ^ jrom the Latenefs of the Receipts, 
were not fent until the Detachments had fuffered the Extremity of Dijlrefs from the JFant of Money, and 
very great Defertfons •, all which Calamities 1 charge to Rajah Cheit Sing's Account, as it is certain that 
my Reliance on his Faiths and his Breach of / 7 , were the principal Caufes that no other Provifton had been 
made for the Detachment^ and that it fuffered fuch Want in confequence. 

It is with the greateft Tendernefs that I recur to the pall Difiencions in our Government ; but 
I am compelled to it on this Occafion^ for the Elucidation of the Condudl of this Man *, which 
had the Appearance of being invariably guided by the Reports which were made to him of the 
State of my Influence : When he deputed his Buxey Saddanund to me, in the Manner which I 
have mentioned, an apparent Harmony had taken place in our Councils, with the general Expecta- 
tion of its being permanent. The Powers of oilr Government whenever united, and if I may u!c 
the Term, conlolidatcd, by fuch an Event, will ever recover the Refpeft which is due to them, 
cfpecially from thofe who have rendered themfelves obnoxious to its 7 'error. The Subject whith 
produced the fubfequent Conceit between Mr. Francis and myfelf, originated a little before the 
Departure of Saddanund from the Prefidcncy, but was not perhaps either generally known, of 
known to have grown into a decided Breach, till the latter nnd of July. A Reference to the 
Proceedings of that Period will prove the Grounds of this Suppofition. It was the preferibed 
Duty of Cheyt Sing’s Vackccls in Calcutta, to furnifli him with every little Anecdote which bon* 
any Relation to the State of our Government. I believe, that the deliberate Manner in which he 
made the Firfl Payment of the Subfidy of that Year, was diftnted by the Doubts fuggetlcd of the 
Firmnefs of my Authority *, and I am morally certain, that his fubfequent Kxcufes and Delays in 
the Payment of the Refidue of the Subfidy, were caufed by the Belief that I was no longer able to 
enforce it; and polTibly, for fuch was the Report, that a few Months would clofe the Period ol 
my Adminiftration altogether. That I had his folemn Promife, in the Manner which I have recited, 
to pay the Subfidy, I as folemnly affirm; and his Letter, aflenting to the Payment, which is re- 
corded on our Confultations, is a (Irong prefumptive t;vidcncc of it : And that he evaded the Per- 
formance of his Promife ; that he attempted, to the utmoft of his Power, to elude it altogether, is 
alfo proved by the Record of the Dates of the different Payments; the Minutes of the Board re- 
lating to them ; and the Order of the Board for the March of a Detachment for the Purpofe ot 
compelling him to perform it. That this Order had a principal Effeifb in bringing him to a Com- 
pliance, I believe; but I alfo attribute a Share of it to the approaching Departure of Mr. trance, 
which was publicly and generally expeded. 

I owe it in Candor to the Gentleman whofe Name 1 have reludantly repeated in this Digreffion, to 
obviate an Inference which might otherwife be unw'arily drawn from it, by declaring, that I mean 
not, by the moft diftant Hint, to impute any Part of this Policy to him, and in my Heart do totally 
and deliberately acquit him of any Concern in it, however, in the Refentment of inftant Difappoint- 
ment, I may have luffered my Mind to catch fuch a Sufpicion; although I believe that it I have^ 
it has been facrcdly confined to my own Bread. 

This was the Firft dired Charge which I had to prefer againft the Rajah. The Second was finiilar 
in its Quality and Principle. On the 2d of the Month of November 1780, a Refolution pafed the Board, 
^bat a Letter Jhould be written to the Nabob Vizier^ advtjing him to require from the Nabob F't) z OdLi 
Cawn, the Number of Proops ftipulated by Treaty, expreffed, as it was then underjlood to be, 5,000 Jlorjc ; 
and that the like Demand Jhould be made' on Rajah Cheyt Sing, for all the Cavalry in bis Pay which he a! J 
/pare for our Service. At that Time we Jlood in need of every Aid that could be devifed, to repel the multiplied 
Dangers which furrounded us» The Rajah was fuppofed to maintain a very large and expcnfivc Stunning 
Force, and the Strength of his Cavalry alone was eftimated at Two tboufand* I had formerly cspcncnrcd 
their Utility in the War with the Seneaffes, in which they were fuccefsfuUy employed, and liberally rewarded. 
The Demand was formally made, both in a Letter from myfelf, and in Perjbn by the ReJuUnt, Mr. Fowke, 
in the eafy and indefinite Terms mentioned above. His Anfwirs were evaftve, pleading (as I rccollcji, Jor t 
am not in Pojfeffwn of them) the Scantinefs of the EJiabliJhment, its Employment in enforcing the CoHctllons, 
and the Danger of thefe failing if the Detachments were withdrawn. At length a more peremptory Order 
was fent to him, and repeated by the prefent Refident Mr. Markham. The Number required was 2,000, 
and afto-wards reduced to the Demand of 1,500, and laflly to 1,000, but with no wore Succefs. He offered 
250, but furnijhed none. 
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7 htft Injlancis cf Contumacy and Dif obedience, criminal as tloey votre in tbemjelves, and aggravated iy 
the extreme and known Diftrejfes and Dangers of the fuperior SMt, to which he owed not tnfyperfotmi Feattjy, 
but every voluntary Aid which all the Refources of his Zemitwary could contribute, appeared to me of kfs 
Ccnfideration as fuch, than as they were Evidences of a ^berate and fyfttmatk Condu^, tdmng at tie 
total Subverfton of the Authority of the Company, and the EreSim of his erwn Independency on its Riitu, 
This bad been long and generally imputed to him. It was reported that he had inherited a vift Mafs of 
Wealth from his Father Bulwant Sing, which he hiid fccured in the Two (Irohg Forircfles of 
Betljeygur and Luteefpoor, and made yearly Additions to it -, that he kept up a large Military 
F.ftabhlhmcnt both of Cavalry, of difeiplined and irregular Infantry, and of Artillery; that hn had 
the alx)ve and many other P'ortreffes, of llrong Cori(lru£fion, and in good Repair, and conftantly 
well ftored and garrifoned ; that his Aumils and Tenants were encouraged aftd habitOaced t6 tfCR 
Englilh Paflengers with Inhofpitality and with Enmity; that be maintained a Correl^ondcncc with 
the Marattas, and other Powers who cither were or might eventually become the Enemies of OUf 
Stare ; and if the difafFetfled Zemindars of Fyzabad and Bahar were Hoe included in the Report^ 
which I do not recollcft, we have had woeful Proof, that there was equal Room to have fufpefted 
the like Intercourfe between them ; and laftly, that be was collefting, or had prepared, every Pro- 
vifion for open Revolt, waiting only for a proper Seafon to declare it, which was fuppofed to depend 
either on the Arrival of a French Armament, or on a Marratta Invafion. 

I his Defign had been greatly favoured by the unhappy Divifions o( our Government, in which 
he piefumcd to take an open Part. It is a Faft, that when thefe had proceeded to an Extremity 
bordering on civil Violence, by the Attempt to wreft from me my Authority, in the Month of June 
1777, he had deputed a Man named Sumboonaut, with an exprc6 Cornmiffion to my Opponent, and 
the Man had proceeded as far as Moorlhcdabad, when hearing of the Change of Affairs which had 
taken place at the Prefidency, he flopped, and the Rajah recalled him. 

It may perhaps be urged in favour of Rajah Cheit Sing, that he was juftifiablc by the Principle 
of good Policy, in feek ing a State of Independency ; that we bad no natural Right to his Vaflakge, 
having acquired it, with all our other Rights of Dominion, by no other Charter than the fuccefsFuI 
Spirit of Enterprize. Were this truly t&e Cafe, it would reduce the Relation between us to the 
primitive Law of Nature, and it would be equally incumbent on us, on that Ground alone, to uie 
every Means to confirm and perpetuate his Subjeftion, as it would be allowable in him to emanci- 
pate himfelf from it. But fomething more, I apprehend, was due, both as a political and evert 
moral Obligation, from him.— //« Father, Bulwant Sing, derived the Degree ef Independency which he 
pojj'cjfcd during the latter Period of his Life, from the Protetlion and Intervention of our Government. His 
Son, Cheyt Stng, obtained, from our Influence exerted by myfelf, the Firjl legal Title that his Paimh ever 
poffeffed of Property in the Laud, ef which he till then was only the Autml, and of which be heeme the 
r7< knowledged Zemindar by a Sumud granted to him by the Nabob Snjab Dswlab, at my Matue, in the 
Month of September 1773. On the SucceflTion of the Nabob Aflbf 0 Dowlah, the Rights of Sove* 
leignty which were held by him over the Zemindarry were transferred by Treaty to the Company. 
'I'holc Rights were indifputably his, and became, by his Alienation of them, as indifoutabiy the 
C ompany’s ; and every Obligation of Fidelity and Obedience which is due from a Zemindar to the 
luperior Magillratc, by the Conftitution of Hindoftan, became as much the Right of the Company 
from Cheyt Sing, as they had been due to his former Sovereign, with the additional Ties of Grati- 
tude for the fuperior Advantages which he was allowed to poBcfs with his new Relation. The un- 
exampled Lenity of our Government, in rclinquifhing to him the free and uncontrolled Rule of his 
/emmdarry, fubjea to a limited Annual Fine, and the Royalties of the Mint, Adminiftration of 
Jullicc, and Police, ought to have operated as an additional Claim on his Fidelity ; but evidently 
lerved to llimulate his Ambition, and perhaps to excite in his Mind an Opinion that he poffefled an 
inherent Right of Self-dependency. ^ 

/ (onftdcred Cheyt Sing as culpable in a very high Degree towards our State i and his Punijhment, of which 
I had given him frequent framings, if he did not amend his Condubl, as an Example which Juftice and Policy 
n'luircd, equally for the Reparation of the IVrongs which its Dignity had ftflained, and for the future Pre- 
Jnvation of Us Authority. I was refolved to draw from his Guilt the Means of Relief to the Com- 
pany’s Duticires, and to exaft a Penalty, which I was convinced he was very able to bear from a 
I'und which I was alfo convinced he had deRined for Purpofes of the moft dangerous Tendency to 
the Company’s Dominion. In a Word, I had determined to make him pay largely for his Pardon or to 
exalt a fevere Fengeance for bis paft Delinquency. ’ 

Tbofc who have been accuftomed to regard Cheyt Sing as a Vaffal or tributary Prince, may revolt at tU 
Idea at treating hm with fuch Indignity, and call it an Opprejfion ; they wiUfuppofe mthing due from him 
10 the Company, but the Payment of bis ftipulated Tribute, and that the Pledge of his Exemption from< every 
ether Clam : I fufpett too, that the Deeds which paffed between him and the Beard, on the Transfer of bis 
/fi.iimtariy to the Company in 1 775, are by many underftood to bear the l^ality and Force of a Treaty of 
optional Conditions between equal States. To fuch I reply, that fuch an Opinion is itfclf criming to 
the State ot which he was a Subjcdl, and that he was himfelf amenable to its Juftice if he mvc 
C ountenance to the Belief. He paid no Tribute to the Ctmpany, but a fixed ammal Rent. The EWs 
by which he held his Zemindarry, and the Compny their Claim to their Portion of its Revenue 
were a Sunnud or Grant, and a Potta or Lcale, executed on the Part of the Company and » 
Cabolteat or Agreement, and Kiftbundcc or Account of Payments to be made by Inftalmmts on 
lus Pan. Thclc, excepting the fpccial Privileges allowed to the Rajah, of the Mint, theCutwallccs 
ot Benares and Jowanpoor, the Fowjdarrcc and Aumeeny ; that is fo far as they relate to theZemin. 
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Jarry alone 5 arc drawn prccifely in the fame Forms as Inftruments of the fame Denominations inter- 
changed with the Zemindars of Bengal. I refer to the Inftrumcius themfelvcs, which will make 
a Number in the Appendix to this Narrative •, in which it will be Icen on how different a Tenure, 
and how infinitely below Independency, he really held his Zemindarry. The Siinnud and Cabuleeat 
arc Counterparts of each other •, the former preferibes the Revenue which was to be paid, amt the 
Duties which were to be performed, as the Conditions on which the Rajah was confirmed in the 
poffclTion of his Zemindarry *, and of thefe Conditions the Cabuleeat is a Pledge or Engagement lor 
the performance. In the firft, the “ Government and Sovereignty" of the Zemindarry transferred by 
the Nabob Affof o’DowIa to the Company, are Hated as the Bafis of it : The Zcmindariy is con- 
firmed to him : A ftridl Obfervation and Execution of the Duties incumbent on him, “ to behave 
“ with Moderation and Kindnefs to the Reyats and People-, to promote the Cultivation and 
“ Encreafe of the Inhabitants and Produce of the Lands} to preferve the Peace, and puniffi the 
“ Difturbers of it-,” and to pay a yearly Rent of 23,40,249 Mahidar Rupees in monthly Payments, 
agreeable to the Kiftbundee ; are moft ftri^lly and pofitively commanded and enjoined j and the 
Officers of the Zemindarry are commanded to regard him as the Zemindar, “ and to acknowledge^ 

“ his Authority in the fevcral Ads appertaining thereunto.” I muff obfervej that in theTranllationof 
the Sunnud, the yearly Revenue is in one Place, through the Negligence of the Tranflator, exprefled 
by the Word “ Tribute }” but it is not on the T ranflation, nor on the Will of a Tranflator, that the 
Rights of the Company depend. I affirm the Word to be falfe, as it is inconfiftent with the proper 
Te 7 m “Revenue,” immediately following in the fame Tranflation, and with the fame Term 
” Revenue” occurring in the Tranflation of the Cabuleeat or Agreement. 

The Cabuleeat alfb lets off with Rating the Company’s Sovereignty as the Balls of the Agreement! 
and acknowledges the Grant made by the Company to Rajah Cheit Sing of the Zemindarry, and 
other Privileges recited in the Sunnud ; And it proceeds to exprefs, that “ it lhall be his Duty to do 
“ every Thing that may be needful and ufual for the Intereft and Security of t^ Coumry, to 
“ provide for the Welfare of the Inhabitants, to be attentive to the Encreafe of Cultivation and 
“ Improvement of the Revenue, “ to ufe his Endeavours to expel Robbers, &c. and to pay the 
“ annual Revenue of Government” in the Manner preferibed by the Sunnud. 

To obviate Mifapprehenfiohs, I think it proper to remark, that in the above Recitals I have 
.abridged the Text, where it was too prolix and involved for literal Quotation, and given the Subftance 
in the clofeft Senfe of it; but where I have ufed the original Words of the Tranflations, I have 
marked them with inverted Commas as fuch. The Copies in the Appendix will Ihew with what 
Fidelity I have conformed to the Text in both Inftanccs. 

I have dwelt with a greater Strefs and with a more minute Exadlncfs, on the foregoing Subjeft, 
becaufe it is on this Poirrf that the Jufticc and Propriety of my Conduft mull wholly turn. If 
Rajah Cheit Sing ppffcfTed the Zemindarry of Benares in his own Kight, and with an inherent 
and cxclufive Authority j if he owed no Allegiance to the Company, nor Obedience beyond the 
Payments of a ftipulated Tribute; I am liable to Condemnation for exafting other Duties from 
him, and for all the Confequences of that EXaftion ; and he is guiltlefs : But if t^e Company^ pojfejftng q 
the acknowledged Rights of his former Sovereign, held an abfolute Authority ever him ; if in the known ' * 

Relations of Zemindar to the fovereign Authority, or the Power delegated by it, he owed a per final Allegi- 
ance and an implicit and unrefervea Obedience to that Authority, at the Forfeiture of his Zemindarry, and 
even of his Life and Property, at the Diferetion of thofe who held or fully reprefented the fovereign Autho- 
rity ; if in Corroboration of the general and implied Obligation, he was bound to it by written 
Engagements and fpecific Conditions ; I am warranted in my Aflertions of the Rights ot Govern- 
ment, which were fully and wholly delegated to me ; and he alone is rcfponfiblc for his Oppofition to 
them, and for all the Cdnfequenccs which have attended that Oppofition. 

Whether I have exercifed the Power veiled in me with Jullice and with Moderation, will appear 
from the preceding Relation, and the following Parts of this Narrative. 

Before 1 quit this Digreflion, I mull further trefpafs on the Patience of the Board, and of thofe 
for whofe Judgment it is ultimately written, by a niore pointed Application of the above to my own 
perfonal Conduit and Charaiter. 

I will fuppofc for a Moment that I have erred, that I have ailed with an unwarranted Rigour to- 
wards Cheit Sing, and even with Injuflicc. Let my Motive be confulted. I left Calcutta impreffed 
with the Belief, that extraordinary Means were neceffary, and thofe exerted with a ftrong Hand, to pre- 
lervc the Company’s Interefls from finking under the accumulated Weight which oppreffed them. 

I fiw a political Ncceffity for curbing the overgrown Power of a great Member of their Dominion, 

.itul to make it contribute to the Relief of their prefiing Exigencies. If I erred, my F.rror w.is 
prompted by an Excefs of Zeal for their Interefls, operating with too ftrong a Bias on my Judg- 
ment. But rare are the Inflances in which the Judgment fuffers the Bias of fuch an Operation ; and 
much flronger is the Prefumption, that Afts, prompted by an unmixed Attention to the Public 
liuercfts, are founded on jull Principles, than that they arc the Rcfult of a mifguided Judg- 
ment. 

Pofftbly it may be fufpeSied, and may God forgive thofe who know me, and countenance the Sufpi- Q. N°2* 
cion I have no Title to an Exemption from it with others ; that I was influenced by a fecrct and 
mercenary Intereft. I have heard of the Pradlicc of holding out the Terrors of Authority, and the 
Denunciations of Difgrace, Difiniflioh, and War, as the Inflfumcnts of private Rapacity. Though 
the Charge, if true, is capable of pofitive Convidlion, yet I know of no diici^t Evidence which 
° I could 
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could refute ir, were it were falfe •, for no Man can be confeious of the Receffes of another’s 
Mind* I can therefore only offer fuch prefumptive Proof of my Intemion, as the Nature of it will 
admirjPid Accident has provided. Thcfc are my own Ciirly and confidential Declarations, and the 
AttelrSons of thofc to whom they were made. In a I’oint of fuch public Moment, independently 
of the near intereft which I have in cftablifliing the Truth of it, Mr. Wheler will p^don my 
Appeal to him, although in one Light it may tend to involve him in a Participation of the Reproach 
of thofc- who may regard every Severity fhewn to Cheit Sing as criminal, however founded. He 
will (ioubtlefs recolleft the Converfation which I had with him on the Subjefr, on the tveof my 
Departure from Calcutta; our mutual Opinion of Cheit Sing’s paft Conduifl; mine, of the Juftice 
ancf Policy of exacting an exemplary Punilhment for it, by a large pecuniary Muld ; the Sum to 
which I then declared my Refolution to extend it ; my Convidtion of his Ability to pay it; and the 
Two Alternatives on which I had refolvcd, if he refufed to fubmit to it. He will alfo remember, 
tliat I befpolce his Confidence in the Means which I Ihould ufe for this End, and his Support in the 
in'ue of them. I entreat him to give me his formal and circumftantial AttcAation of thefe-Fafts, 
and that he will permit it to be incited in this Part of my Narrative. 

Mr. Wheler. 

I have the PIcafure to comply with the Governor General’s Requeft, and will chearfully record, 
ill this Place, what 1 at prefent recollcdt to have palled between us, at the Time and on the Cir- 
cumlhnces which he mentions. 

I well remember, that on the Eve of the Governor General’s Departure from Calcutta, the Condudl 
of Cheit Sing, late Rajah of Benares, was a principal Subjeft of a confidential Difeourfe between us, 
and that he befpoke my Support of the Meafurcs which be intended to purfue towards him. 

The Rajah’s Offences were declared to require early Punilhment, and as his Wealth was great, 
and the Company’s Exigencies prefling, it was thought a Mcafure of Policy and Juftice to exad 
from him a large pecuniary Muld for their Relief ; the Sum to which the Governor declared his 
Refolution to extend the Fine, was Forty or Fifty Lacks ; his Ability to pay it was ftated as a Faft 
that could not admit of a Doubt; and the Two Alternatives on which the Governor declared 
liimlclf to h.ivc rcl'olved, were, to the bell of my Recolleiftion, cither a Removal from his Zemindarry 
entialy ; or, by t.iking immediate PDlfcirion of all his Forts, to obtain out of theTreafure dcpofitcd 
in them the above Sum for the Company, 


Afu.-r lueli an Appeal, it would be as fuperfluous as indelicate to call in the Aid of other Tefti- 
nionies, f ill that, were required were no more than to afeertain that I did hold fuch a Converfation 
.15 that wiiidi I allude to with him. The Conclufion will be much ftrengthened by its Agreement 
with Dtchirations made by me on' the fame Subjeft, and nearly at the fame Point of Time, to 
otheis. I fliall therefore require fimilar Atteftations from M.ajor Palmer, my Military Secretary, and 
from Mr. Anderfon, my appointed Aftiftant on this Deputation. With thefe References, and their 
Rcfulr, I ftiall m.ikc my laft and folemn Appeal to the Breaft of every Man who lhall read this. Whe- 
ther it is likely, or morally poflible, that I Ihould have tied down my own future Conduft to fo de- 
cided a Procel’s and Series of Afts, if I had fecretly intended to threaten, or to ufe a Degree of 
Violence, for no otjKr Purpofe than to draw from the Objeift of it' a mercenary Atonement for my 
own private Emolument, and fuffer all this Tumult to terminate in an oftenfible and unfubllantial 
Submiffion to the Authority which I reprefented ? Whether it is likely, or morally polTible, that I 
Ihould have chofen to irritate the Feelings of my Colleague in Office, and expofe mylelf to all the 
If.llefts of his Indignation, by fo wanton and unneceflary a Deception ; or lower my own Dignity and 
Charaifter, and afford fo bafe an Example lo my Inferiors, by pretending to make them privy to 
Ads which I never meant to perform, and from which I could not depart with any pplfible Share of 
Rcafon, but the manifeft Sacrifice of my Integrity. A Man aduated by fuch a Motive, and pofleffing 
the Truft which I held, would have ufed a Cover to his Venality ; he would not have compromifed 
himfelf by pofuivc Declarations of what he would do, much lefs by detailing his Intentions in a 
Series of Trials, as they might fucceffively fail ; but would have been contented with diftant and 
indefinite Intimations and Suggeftions, which obvipufly left his Adions open to Enquiry and Varia- 
tion, which could not fubjed him to the Imputation of Inconfiftency, if they were produdive of 
no Fifed, and which he might ufe as Juftifications, if his Artifices Ihould chance tp operate with the 
Effed oftenfibly portended by them. / 

I now return to my Narrative. 

P, I arrived at Benares on the Morning of the 14th of Aiiguft; the Rajah fome Hours later. I for- 
bad his coming that Evening to my Quarters, as he had intended, and required him to defer his 
future V'^ifits until he fliould receive my Permiffion, as I had fome previous Matters to fettle with 
him, of which he would be informed by the Refidcnt, whom I Ihould depute to him the next Morning 
* for that Purpofe. 

My Narrative will he bed continued, nor will the Thread of It be broken, by the following Copy 
of my Report of my Proceedings, and the Confrquerrees which attended them, to Mr. Wheler, then 
the only clfedive Member of the Board. ' 
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To Edward Vyhcler, Efquire. 

“ Sir, 

“ I arrived at Benares on the t4th Inflant. My Tranfailions with the Rajah being of a moft 
** important Nature to the prefent and future Interefts of the Company, I have determined to inform 
“ you of them without Delay, in the Order in which they have occurred. 

“ The firft Step which I judged it neceflary to take, as the Ground on which my future Pro- 
“ ccedings with the Rajah were to be conduced, was to recapitulate in Writing the feveral Inrtance': 
“ of his Conduit, which for fome Time paft have repeatedly drawn upon him the fevere Reprehen • 
“ fions of the Board, and to demand a clear and fatisfaftory Explanation. 

“ This Paper I lent to the Rajah, by the Hands of Mr. Markham, who was dircfled to require 
an immediate Anfwen Late in the Evening his Anfwer arrived. The following are Copies of 
“ both. 


“ N* I. To Raja Cheit Sing. 

“ It is about Sixteen Months fince Lallah Saddanund, your Btuxey and confidential Servant, came 
“ to Calcutta, charged with an exprefs Commiflion and Authority to make Excules for your pafl: 
“ Conduit, and to give me Aflurances, confirmed by Oathi of your future SubmilTion to my Ad- 
“ vice and the Orders of my Government. As a Tcft of your Sincerity, I required an immediate 

and unreferved Acquiefcence in the Demand, which at the fame Time was made to you in the 
“ Name of the Governor General and Council, of a Subfidy of Five Lacks of Rupees, for the Ex‘- 
“ pences of the War. With this Demand ypu oftenfibly complied in your Anfwer to my Letter; 
“ and the Buxey promifed me verbally, in your Name, and in Terms fo Itrong as amounted to the 
“ fulleft Aflurance, that there Ihould be no Delay in the Payment. Relying on this Agreement and 
“ Promife, I gave Orders to Mr. Fowke, who was then Refidcnt at this Place, to receive the Mo- 
“ ney, and remit it to Colonel Camac, for the Pay of the Army which had been ordered to march 
“ towards the Province of Malva; and I made no other Provifionfor it, fuch was my Confidence in 
“ your Faith. But you deceived me ; and, after having made the Firft Payment of a few Rupees, 
“ either confulting the Temper of the Times, or conforming to a premeditated Defign, you, by 
“ Shifts and Pretexts, withheld the Remainder, until the Army, for whofe Ufc it was intended, was 
“ reduced to the laft State of Diftrefs. Many Hundreds deferred, and, had an Enemy at that Time 
“ appeared againft thenr, their total Deftrudion had been inevitable. In all this Time daily Ap- 

plication was made to you by the Refidcnt, and I wrote repeated Letters to you ; but you paid no 
“ Regard to either. Befides this, I required, in the Name of the Governor General and Council, by 
“ Letter, and ordered Mr. Fowke to repeat the Requifition in Perfon, that you fliould furnilh a 
“ Body of Horfc to afllft and aft with the Armies of the Company ; and when Mr. Markham fuc- 
“ ceeded Mr. Fowke, I gave him an Order to repeat the Demand, which he did accordingly, with 
“ frequent and.almoft daily Importunity, limiting the Number to 1,500, and afterwards to 1,000; 
“ To this Demand you returned evafive Anfwers, nor to this Hour have you contributed a fingle 
“ Horfeman. 

“ I pafs over other Inftances of your Conduft, in which, through the Means of your fecret Agents, 
“ you have endeavoured to excite Diforders in the Government on which you depend ; and your 
“ Negleft of the Duty which you owe to it, and to the Subjefts of this Zemindarry, by fuffering 
“ the daily Perpetration of Robberies and Murders, even in the Streets of the City of Benares itfelf, 
“ to the great and public Scandal of the Englifh Name, and in Violation of one of the Conditions 
“ on which you received the Confirmation of this Zemindarry. But as the Two foregoing Inftances 
“ amount to a direff Charge of Difaffeffion and Infidelity to the Government on which you depend, 
“ and happened at a Time in which it was your Duty more efpecially to have exerted yourfclf in the 
“ Support of its Intereft, I have therefore judged it proper to ftate them to you thus fully, and to 
“ require your Anfwer to them ; and this 1 expeft immediately. 


“ N** 2. From Rajah Cheit Sing to the Honourable the Governor General. 

“ I received your Letter deliv'ered to me by Mr. Markham, and I have underftood every Parti- 
“ cularof its Contents. Sir, after the Arrival of Shaick Ally Nucky, I obferved all the Ordeis which 
“ you fent me * and I received the Lettcf which the dcccafed Shaick brought me, informing me that 
“ every Sufpicion was now completely removed from your Mind, and that 1 mult confider you, as 
*■ formerly, attentive to me. But I have not experienced from you the fame Generofitics as formerly. 
“ 1 fent you, repeatedly, Letters repiefenting to your Confideration my unhappy Circumftances ; but 
“ you never honoured me with any Reply. For this Reafon I fent my Buxy Saddanund to your 
Prefence, enjoining him to reprefent to you the Firmnefs of my Obedience and Attachment, to 
“ lay before you the Particulars of my Situation, and fo learn the Difpofitionof your Mind towards 
“ me. He arrived accordingly in your Prefcncc, and reprefemed every thing in a proper Manner. 
“ 1 have never deviated in the fmallcft Degree from thefe Profeftions ; and the Benefits and Civi- 
Swp. Sst.-CoM. RtP. II. C “ lities 
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litifs with which you have honoured me, have given me the greateft Satisfaftion j I havecon- 
fidcrc^'ou as the Source from which I derived the fulfilment of all my W ilnes and Defires. It 
is my “firm Hope that I may be always favoured with your Direftions. In this Manner I com- 
plied, with the utniort Rcadinds, with the Order you fent me for the Payment of Five Lacks of 
Rupees on account of the Expenccs of tivc War. I lent firft One Lack ot Rupwes, with an An- 
fwer to your Letter; afterwards, having paid to Mr. Fowke the Sum of One Lack and Seventy 
thoufand Rupees, I fent a Letter requelling a further Allowance of Time to enable nae to make 
fome Preparations. To this I received no Reply, it being no Time for Delay. Notwiihftand- 
ing this, I was not a Moment inattentive to this Concern ; and as foon as my Buxey arrived, I 
paid immediately the remaining Part of the Sum. ‘The remitting of this to the Army did not depend 
on me ; if at^ Delay happened on this Heady I could not help it. If hefides the Payment of the Muneyy 
the Remittance of it alfo to the Army had refed with me, a Delay of this Kind Jhould not have happened. 

1 have enclolcd in this Letter a Paper, fpecifying the particular Sums whjeh have been advanced, 
with their Dates. 

“ With rcfpcdl to the Ilorfc, you defired me in your Letter to inform you of what Num- 
ber I could afford to llation with you, and I fent you a particular Account of all that were 
in my Service, amounting to One thoufand Three hundred Horfc, of which fcvcral were fta- 
tioned at dillant Places ; but I received no Anfwer to this. Mr. Markham delivered me an 
Order to prepare a Thoufand Horfc. In compliance with your Wilhes, 1 colledcd 500 Horfe, 
and as a Subllitute for the Remainder, 500 Burkundafles, of which I fent you Information; and 
I told Mr. Markham they were ready to go to whatever Place they Ihould be fent. No An- 
fwer however came from you on this Head, and I remained aftonilhed at the Caufc of it. Re- 
peatedly I alked Mr, Markham about an Anfwer to my Letter about the Horfe ; but he told me 
he did not know the Rcafons of no Anfwer having been fent. I remained aftonilhed. With 
refpcfl to the Sepoys, I received firft an Order to ftation Two of my Companies, which I did; 
I was then defired to give a Tunkaw for the Payment of the Sepoys, and likewife to pay the 
Captain ; which has been done every Month. 

“ Excepting Abdullah Beg and his Attendants, none of my People, cither Dependants or Ser- 
vants, or others in any Shape connedlcd with me, have ever gone to Calcutta. My Enemies, 
with a View to my Ruin, have made falfe Repreientations to you. Now that, happily for me, 
you have yourfclt arrived at this Place, you will be able to afeertain all the Circumftances re- 
lative to the Horfc ; to my People going to Calcutta ; and the Dates of the Receipts of the par- 
ticular Sums abovementioned. You will then know whether I have amufed you with a falfe Rc- 
prefentation, or made a juft Report to you. I have given my Aumils moft particular Injunc- 
tions, and have taken a Penalty Bond from them, that they mall keep no Thieves in their Dif- 
trift. What Power have they to aft otherwife ? But if ever a Murder or Robbery is committed 
in the Country, 1 have been careful to impale or otherwife punifli the Culprit. If a Perfon 
having committed a Delinquency (hould efcape to fome other Place, fo as to elude all Difeovery, 
in that Cafe I am helplefs ; but to the utmoft of my Power I endeavour|to fulfil your Orders. I 
have never fwerved in the fmalleft Degree from my Duty to you. It remains with you to decide 
on all thefe Matters. I am in every Cafe your Slave. What is juft I have reprefented to you. 
May your Profperity increafe. 


“ Account of Five Lacks of Rupees advanced for the Expenccs of the War. 


ill. Shaabaun. 
“ 29th. Ramzan, 
“ 7th. Showul, 

“ 1 8th. Showul, 


1,00,000 — — 

1.70.000 — ~ 

1.30.000 

1,00,000 —• —• 


5,00,000 


“ This Anfwer you will perceive to be not only unfatisfaaory in Subftance, but ofFenfivc in 
Stile v and lefs a Vindication of himfcif* than a Recrimination on me. It exprefles no Concern 
tor the Caufes of Complaint contained in my Letter, or Defire to atone for them, nor the fmalleft 
Intention to purme a different Line of Conduft, An Anfwer, couched nearly in Terms of 
Defiance, to Requifitions of fo ferious a Nature, I could not but confidcr as a ftrOng Indication 
ot that bpirit ot Independency which the Rajah has for fome Years paft affumed; and of 
which indeed I had early obfcrved other manifeft Symptoms, both before And from tkc Inftant 
of my Arrival, 

*^*- 5 “^** and Pifpofidon, I conceived my* 

fclf indifpcnfably obliged to form fome immediate and decifivc Plan for obviating ihicir Coofe- 
icquenccs, and for the Prefervation of the Company’s Rights andintcrefts in this Zemindarry. 
lo have left him in thefiillExercifcofPowershchadnotorioufly abufcd, and which it was ft) be 
apprehended he would employ to the moft dangerous Purpofes, was totally inconfiftent with the 
Maxims of Jufticc and Prudence. To diveft him entirely of the Zemindarry, though iuftifiable 
on the Grounds Hated above, would have been attended with an Appearance of &vcritv and 
might Iwve turniflwd Ground for Conftruftions unfavourable to the Credit o.f Qur Government 

“and 


a 
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“ and to my own Reputatbo, from the natural infiuence which every A<ft of Rigour excrcifed bri 
“ the Pcrfons of Men who ftand in elevated Stations, is apt to imprefs on the Minds of thofe who 
“ are too remote from the Scene of Adio'n to judge, by any Evidence but of the direft Fafts them- 
“ felves, of their Motives or Propriety. 

“ Thus circumftanced, and attentive to thefe oppoGile Gonfiderations, 1 laid down the following 
“ Plan for my future Proceedings. . 

“ I firft dire£led the Re&dent to repair to the Riuah, who refided at his Houfe fftuated on this 
“ Side of the River, at the Diftance of about Two Miles;' and gave hint the following Inftruc- 
“ tionst 


“ N* 3. Mr William Markham, Refident at Benares. 


“ Sir, 

“ It is my Order, that you proceed! early To- nfibrrow Morning to the Houfe of Rajah Cheit 
“ Sing, with your ufual Guard, and put him in Arrcft. You will require his immediate Submiflion, 
“ informing nim that you ad under Orders given you by me-, and in cafe of his Refufal, you will 
“ wait the Arrival of Two Companies of Sepoys belonging fo Major Popham|s Detachment, 
“ who are direfled to foitow and aflill you in the Execution ot this Service. Having fecured the- 
“ Rajah, you will keep him in your Cuftody until further Orders. 

Benares, 15th Auguft 1781. I ant, &c. 

“ 10 at Night. 


“ On the next Morning, Mr. Markhatn went, according tb his foregoing Inftruflions, and was 
followed by Two Companies of Grenadier Stpoys, belonging to Major Popham’s Detach u 1 r, 
“ The Rajah quietly fubmitted to the Arrcft, and Mr. Mairkham returned to me with the follow- 
“ ing Letter from the Rajah, leaving him tinder the Charge of Lieutenants Stalker, Scot , and 
“ Simes. For the Particulars which paBed in this Interview, I refer you to the following Reparr, 
which Mr. Markham delivered to me on his Return. 


s. 


“ N* 4. Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing. 

“ At this ^ime Mr. William Markham being (erne tb we, has informed me that your Highnefs's Orders 
“ are, that I jhould remain under a Guard. My Protestor ! I before reprefented to you on board your 
Pinnace, that I was the Servant of the Honourable Company, and was ready from my Heart and Soul. 
“ Whatever may be your Pleafure, do it with your own Hands. I am your Slave. What Occa/ton can 
“ there be for a Guard?’’ 

“ N* 5. Report of Mr. Markham. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquirc, Governor General, &c. &c. 


I this Morning, in obedience to your Orders of laR Night, proceeded wjth a few of my 
“ Orderlies, accompanied by Lieutenant Stalker, to Shcwalla Ghaut, the prefent Rcfidcnce of 
“ Rai4h Cheit Sing; .md acquainted him, it was your Pleafure he fhoiild confider himfell fn Arre/f } 

“ that he (hould order his People to behave in a quiet, orderly Manner, for that any Attemot to 
refeue him would be attended with his own Deftruftion. Tbe Rajah fubmitted quietly tt) the Arrejt^ 
and affured me, that whatever were your Orders, he was ready implicitly to obey, he hoped, 

“ that you would allow him a Subfiltence » but as for his Zemindarry, his Forts, and his 
“ he was ready to lay them at your Feet, and his Life if required. He cxprefTcd himrclt much 
“ hurt at the Ignominy which he affirmed muft be the^ Confcqucncc of his Confinement, and in- 
** treated me to return to you with the foregoing Submiflion, hoping that you would make Allow* 

‘‘ ancesforhis Youth and Inexperience, and, in Confidcration of his Father’s Name, relcate him 
“ from his Confinement, as fpon as he Ihould prove the Sincerity of his Offers, and hirtifclf dclerv- 

“ ine of your Compaffion anti Forgivenefs. . . c • l l 

“ Nearly a garter of an Hour after this Converfation, Lieutenant Scott arrived Vith the 
“ Two Grenadier Companies of Major Popham’s Detachment} to whofe and Lieutenant Stalker’s 
” Care 1 left the Rajah, having given them the following Inftruftions : That they fhould difarm every yy , 

“ Servant of the Rajah's that they Jhould allow him any fucb Eight or Ten Kijlmutgars for the Attendance < 

“ of his Perfon, as he fhould approve of-, that thefe Mch fhould be fhewn to the Sepoys, left any 
Deceit fhould be prabtifcd ; but that they might indulge him- m ary Re^uejt confident with the Security 

** of his Perfon. 


1 am 
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“ I am returned to acquaint you with my Proceedings, and to receive any furthet Inftru^lions 
“ which you may think ncccflary. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

“ Benares, “ Honourable Sir, 

“ 1 6th Augult 1781. Your moft obedient, 

, “ humble Servant, 

“ (Signed) W" Markharfi. 

“ As the Rajah itf the above Letter had defired that Mr. Markham might be fent back to him 
“ I was preparing Inftruftions for that Purpofe, when I received another Letter from the Rajah, of 
“ which the tallowing is 3 Trandation. 

“ N* 6. Letter from the Rajah, 

X. ** I the Servant of the Sirkar, and am reaij^ from tt^ Heart and Soul, in the Performance of jour 
Orders. My Honour was beftowed on me by your Hi^bnefs: It depends on you ahne to take awi^, or 

“ not to take away, the Country out of my Hands, In cafe my Honour is not left me, how fhall I be equal to 
‘I the Bufmefs of the Sirkar ? fVhoever, with his Hands in a fupplicating Poflure, is ready with his Life 
“ and Property, what Netejftly tan there be for him to be dealt with in this IVay ? 

Y. apparent Defpondency in which thefe Letters were written, I thought it neceffarj to give the 
Rajah fome Encouragement, and accordingly wrote him the following Anfwer." 

“ N* 7, Letter from the Governor General. 

“ I have received your Two Arzies, from the Hands of Mr. Markham, and underjland their Contents, 
fbat Gentleman will wait on you in the Afternoon, and explain Particulars. Set your Mind at reji, and do 
not conceive any Lerror or Apprehtnfion. 

To this I received the following Reply ; 


“ N* 8. Letter from the Rajah. 

Z. Tour gracious Letter has been received, and has made me acquainted with your Commands. You order, 

» a-f '1 Afternoon Mr. William Markham will come to me-, that I mujl not fuffer any Apprehenfion io 
“ isj remain at Eafe tn my Mind. My Proteblorl wherever you fpreadyour Shadow over my 

.c r,, ^ from Concertt and Apprehenfion and whatever you, who are my Majier, Ml as 

fucb determine^ mil be right. 


A a. 


B b. 


I r ^ prepared Mr . Markham's Seeond Injlrufnons ; but before he could fet out with them, 

^ Intelligence came, that large Bodies of armed Men had crojfed the Rivdr from Ramnagur, dnd had pro- 
eeeded to tk Rafah's Iloufe. What follows is a Scene of Jueh Horror, that it is with the greatefi Reluc- 
tanee I fubmit to the painful Duty of relating it . — The Guard placed over the Rajah confifted of Two 
Lompanies of Grenadier Sepoys, as above-mentioned, from Major Popham’s Detachment, com- 
manded by the Officers already named, who were ftationed in an enclofed Square, which fur- 
rounded the Apartment where the Rajah was. The Refident’s Guard had returned with him. k 
now appeared that thele Troops had taken no Ammunition with them. Major Popham fent ano- 
(»fL °f tinder an Offieer, with Ammunition, to reinforee and fupport the Firfl Party 

When the latter arrived at the Rajah’s Houfe, they found it furrounded, and all the Avenues 
blockaded, by a Multitude of armed Men, who oppofed their Paflage. The Minds of this tu- 
multuous Aflcmbly becoming foon inflamed, fome of them began to fire upon the Sepoys within 
tiic - quare ; and imniediately, as if this had been the concerted Signal, made an inftantaneous and 
fierce Atuck on the Sepoys ; who, wanting their accuftomed Means of Defence, were capable of 
making but a feeble Refiftance, and fell an eafy Sacrifice to the fuperior Numbers of their Aflai- 
laiits, who cut alamort every Man of this unfortunate Party to Pieces. The Officers, it is fuppofed, 
were the hrll: Viaims to their f ury ; but not until they had, by aftoniffiing Efforts of Bravery, 
.and undihnayed arnidft the imminent Dangers which furrounded them, involved a much fuperior 
Number of their bmcinies in their Fate. In this general Report of them, all Accounts concur, 
though varying in Circumtfances. I yield to my own Feelings, in beftowing this juft but un- 
availing I ribiite to thele unhappy Gentlemen. 

“ In the Midlf of this Confufjon, the Rajah found Means to efcape through a Wicket, which 
opened to a River, and the Banks being exceedingly fteep in that Place, he let himfelf down, by 
J iirbands tied together into a Boat which was waiting for him, anti conveyed him to theoppofite 
S.ioie, I hole who had effeaed his Licape followed him acrofs the River in the fame tumultuous 
M..nner in which they I, ad alRmbled, leaving the Party of our Sepoys which had laft arrived 
m lolitllwii of the Houle. On the firit Intelligence of this Commotion, 1 had direaed Major 
1 opium to repur immediately to his Camp, which was about 'Fwo Miles from the Refident’s, 

< and 



‘‘ anJ at the f^mc Diftance from the Rajah’s Houfe, and to march inftantly with the Remainder 
“ of his Detachment to the Support of the Party. 

** This Order was executed with all poflible Exj^ition ; but Major Popham arrived too late, and 
had the Mortification to be a Speftator of the Effefts of a MalTacre, which he could neither pre- 
“ vent nor revenge. He returned to me immediately, and made the following Report : 


N* g. Major Popham’s Report. 

Confequent to an Order for the Detachment under my Command to proceed to the Support of 
the Grenadier Companies under the Order of Lieutenant Stalker, I carried it with as much Ex* 
** pcdiclon as poflible to Cheyt Sing’s Palace, which I found to be entirely evacuated by the Rajah’s 
People, who were already landed on the oppofite Side of the River. 

‘‘ Of the Two Companies commanded by Lieutenant Stalker, very few remained nlive, and the 
“ Majority of thofe appeared to be feverely wounded. The Bodies of Lieutenants Stalker, Scott, 
“ and Simes, were lying within a fmall Diftance of each other, (hockingly mangled, and without any 
‘‘ Signs of Life. 

** It may be neceflary to obferve, that Lieutenant Birrell was difpatched with One Company of 
“ Sepoys upon the Firft Rumour of the Rajah’s coercive Intentions, but the Fate of the Companies 
wh'ch preceded him was decided prior to his being able to enter the Palace. 7'here were, how- 
ever, fome of the Rajah’s People, whom he effedually cleared it of. In his Attack lie met with 
“ fome Lofs, My lUinoft Endeavours have hitherto proved infufHcient to procure an exalft Detail of 
“ the Killed and Wounded in this unfortunate Tranfaftion. 1 thought it neceflary to leave a Com* 
“ pany with a Subaltern in the Palace. 

“ Benares, “ (Signed) Popham, 

iCih Auguft 1781. “ Major. 

“ I cannot learn with Certainty what is become of the Rajah; but the prevailing Report is, that 
“ he fled from Ramnagur, his ufual Refidencc on the other Side of tin; River, in the Middle of the 
N ight, and proceeded with his Zennana and EfTeds to Lutteefgur, a ftrong Fort of his, fituatc about 
Ten Miles from Chiinar. He was accompanied by Sujan Sing, his Brother, and Mannyar 
Sing, a Relation and Son by Adoption of Rajah Bulwant Sing. He has alfo had the Precaution 
“ to take with him Ranny Goolabkoor, the Widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing his Father, her Son- 
“ in-Law Durgbijey Sing, and his Two Sons, his Grandfons. In them he pofleflTcs every Mcm- 
“ ber of his Family who can have any Plea to difputc with him the Right of Inheritance from his 
Father, Rajah Bulwant Sing, if that were ever a Qiieftion ; his Right to the Zemindarry being 
derived exclufively from Sunnuds, which his Father never polTcfled, but which were firft granted 
“ toCheitSing by the late Vizier Sujah ill Dowlah, through the Influence of our Government, in 
177?, and fince repeated by fimilar Grants from our Government, when the Sovereignty was 
‘‘ ceded to the Company by the prefent Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah. 

I have made Choice of Bauboo Oofaun Sing, who held the Office of Dewan during feveral 
‘‘ Years of the Life of Rajah Bulwant Sing, and for a confiderable Period fince the Acccfllon of the 
“ prefent Rajah, to adminifter the Revenues and Government of this Country, in the Quality of 
“ Naib, until it can be determined to whom the Zemindarry may legally belong, and who may be 
“ in a Capacity to receive it. 

To this Effeil: I have caufed a Proclamation to be made through the City of Benares, and 
“ have notified it by circular Perwannahs to all the Zemindars and Aumils of the Zemin- 
darry. 

To enforce the Execution of thefe A6ls, to maintain Tranquillity and Order in the Country,’ 
“ and proted the Inhabitants, I have ordered one Battalion of Sepoys from Chunagur, the Rc- 
maindcr of Major Pepham’s Detachment from Mizz.ipoor, and One Regiment of Sepoys from 
Dinapoor, to march immediately to Benares. 

The Detail of thefe Proceedings (hall be tranfmitted to you in a fubfequent Letter.~I do 
not exped they will detain me here much beyond the Time I had preferibed to myfelf, which 
“ was about 7 or 8 Days, 

I have the Honour to be, with the greateft Eftccm, 

Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient 
“ humble Servant, 

“ (Signed) Warren Haftings.' 

P. S. The Delay occafioned in copying this Letter, from its great Length, has afforded me 
an Opportunity of contradiding the latter Part of it; and I have now the Satisfadion to add, 
that Ranny Goolaub Kooer, together with her Son-in-law Durgbijey Sing, and his Two Sons, 
** arc fafe at Benares.— -I have this Morning received aVifit from Durgbijey Sing and his cldeft 
Son, Mehipnarain.” 

I have read over the preceding Letter with great Attention, but can find nothing in it, with 
the Advantage of recent and better Means of Information, to corred ; nor do J know that it re- 
Sup, Sel. Com. Rep. II. D quire$ 
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quires a Comment. That which I am now about to make, may appear trivial, but I make if, as it 
impclls me by its prefent Impreffion. The Rajah, in his Reply to the Charges which I had preferred 
againd [liin, inlifts much on the many Letters which he wrote to me, praying to be difpenfed 
from his Obedience to the Orders of Government, and my Neglcit to anlwer them*, and this 
Charge a;>ainfl me he repeats in a Manner not the mod refpefttul. I do not know but it may be 
true. He had received pofitive Orders, and thofe had been repeated. It was his Duty to obey 
them, not to wade my Time with I.etters of Excufe, to cavil with my Anfwcrs for Evafions, or 
with my Silence for Delays. His Vackcel was in daily Attendance on me, and knew my Mind 
fufficienriy upon tliefe Subjects ; and what he knew, I am lure he wrote to his Mader. ^ As to his 
Plea of Inability to pay the Relidue of the Subfidy without Preparation,” that is, without con. 
triving the Means to raifc the Money, after having lacredly promifed the full and indant Difcharge 
ofir, It was as infolent, as we know too lurely that it was mod egregioufly falfe.^ 

It was truly reported that Cheit Sing, alter his hfcupc from Showalla Gaur, immediately fled to 
Lutteefpoor, taking Ins Family and his whole Force with him, except the ordinary Guard, which 
had been early appropriated in the 7 ’imc of his Father, Biilwant Sing, yrtder the Command of 
(riklgerauie Sing, who had the Title of Killadar, to the Charge of Ramnagur. This was a vaft 
Pile of irregular, but mafly Buildings, condruded of Stone, on the River Side, and within the Bed 
of the River. To ns original Strength, Cheit Sing had added Two or Three fmall Badions of 
Stone and Faith * A large Town had grown round it, which rendered the Approach to it fufpi. 
cious- and the Innicacy of the Apartments and Paflages of the Palace was I'uch, that a cautious 
Officer would hefitate, under almod any Encouragement, to enter it, 1 had early Information, that 
it was in eded evacuated ; and I believed it*, but not being certain, I did not chufc to hazard a 
Repull'c, nor had I a Force equal to any Operation of doubtful Succefs, much Icfs of Enterprize. 
My whole Strength had confided originally of Six Companies of Major Popham’s Regiment, about 
Sixty Sepoys, which I had taken from the Garrifon of Buxar, for the Protedion of my Boats, and a 
few Men, who had been newly recruited, for the RefidcnPs Guard j who had yet neither Arms nor 
Dileipline. Ot Major Popham’s Regiment 82 Men had fallen in the Maflacre of Showalla Gauf, 
niu! 92 were wounded. The wliole Number of killed and wounded, of every Corps and Denomina- 
tion was 205. ^ 

Every Circumdance of an Event and I'ime fo critical to the prefent Exidcnce, and the Perma- 
nency ot the Britifli Intereds in India, will merit Notice in a Relation of this Kind. If Cheit 
Sing’s People, aftcT they had efieded his Refciie, had proceeded to my Quarters at Mahcloodofs’s 
Gulden, indead ot crowding after him in a tumultuous Manner, as they did, in his Paflage over 
the River, it is mod probable that my Blood, and that of about I’hirty Englifh (jentlemen of my 
Party, would have been added to the recent Carnage*, for they were above 2,000 in Number, furious 
and daring, from the ealy Succefs of their lad Attempt ; nor could I aflfemble more than 50 regular 
and armed Sepoys for my whole Defence. Let it not he thought^ that I attribute too much Confe({uence 
to my o'ujn Perfon^ when I fuppofe the Fate of the Britijh Plmpire in India conne^ed with it. Mean as its 
Subdance may be, its accidental Properties were equivalent to thole, which, like the magical 
Charaders of a Talilman in the Arabian Myihol^y, tormed the Eflence of the State itlelf ; Rq)re- 
feiitution, Title, and the ElVimate of public Opinion. Such a Stroke as that which I have fuppofed^ 
would have keen umvcrfally conftdcred as deci/ive of the National Fate \ every State around it would have 
farted into yirms againfl tt\ and every Subjett of its own Dominion would^ according to their fcveral 
/Ibiltties^ have become its Enemy. What really palled approaching to fuch an Effed, from the foie 
Apprchenlion ot luch a Caule, more than warrants the Conclulion of what would have followed 
the Caufe itlelf, had it exillcd. 

I he Efleds ot the fird Conllernation having fubfidecl, a Nuniber of Men, reputed 20C0, returned 
to Ramnagur on the i8th, under the Command of Ramjceawun, a conlidcntiai and domcllic Chief 
of the Jkimily. 

TIk Remainder of Major Popham’s Detachment, confiding of Four Companies of Sepoys, One 
Company ot Artillery, and the Company of French Rangers, lay at Mirzapoor. 

'Hiefc were onicred to march immediately to Ramnagur. Lieutenant Colonel Blair was ordered 
to detach a Battalion of Sepoys from the Garrifon of Chunar on the lame Dedination. It was in- 
tended, that as loon as thefe Corps had joined, and were properly equipped for Service, Major Pop- 
ham fiiould take the Command, and proceed againd the Forces quartered in Ramnagur. I wrote an 
order exprefs to Captain Blair, who commanded the Battalion from Chunar, commanding him to halt 
at a fecurc Dillance from Ramnagur, and wait for further Orders ; and Major Pophan^'whom I had 
afterwards veiled with the Command in form, wrote a fimilar Order to Captain Mayafire, the Officer 
commanding the Relidue of his Detachment, with an additional Caution to avoid Hodilities, and 
auend to the Safety of the whole Party, of which, being the Senior Officer, he would have the 
Command till Major Popham allumed it. 'Fo cnlurc the Succefs of his Operations on that Side, 
lie had chofen a convenient and open Plain on the Shore oppofite to Ramnagur, for a Battery of Two 
Mortars, which were expected from Chunar ^ nor can there be a Doubt that a Place fo peculiarly 
ill tormed for luch a Mode of Attack, and in no State of Defence againd a wary Affiiilant, would 
have proved an cafy Conqiied. Unhappily, the ill-timed Ambition of a rafii Individual defeated this 
Plan, and had nearly cauled tlie Dcdrudionof the whole Party. Captain Mayalfic, unwilling, as it 
appeals, for no other polliblc Motive can be aferibed to fo precipitate and irregular a Condud, to 
loto tile Opponunity which his prefent and cafiial Command aflbrded liiin, of acquiring a military 
3 Reputation, 
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Reputation, without Plan, without Enquiry, againft the Advice of hi'? Officers, and againd Order, 
ordered the Detachment to march into the narrow Lanes of the Town, wlierc they were oppoled by 
the Fire of an Enemy furrounding them unfeen, and the Party which entered were in an Inftanc 
annihilated, rather than defeated. Twenty-three Men of the Corps of Rangers, with tlieir Com- 
mander Captain Doxat, who led the Attack, were killed, and Ten wounded ; tlic id Battalion of 
the 6th Regiment of Sepoys, commanded by Captain Blair, which followed, loft 57 killed and 41 
wounded. The whole Lofs luftained in all the Corps was 167 killetl and 72 wounded. Captain 
Mayaftre was killed. The Detachment inftantly retreated. The Retreat appears to have been 
conduced by Captain Blair, and in a Manner that did him much Creiiit. 'I'lic Enemy purlued 
with little Elfed, tlieir Numbers gradually leftening till the Detachment arrived within Four Milc.s 
of Chunar, whicli it regained the fame Evening. 

This unfortunate Affair happened on the Morning of the 20th of Auguff. 

1 confidered myfelf now as plunged in a decided War, and made every Provifion both for its 
fpeedy Termination and for its Confinement to the Scene in which it had opened. 

Ordeis were written, and difpatclied in nuiltiplicd Copies, to the different military Stations, for 
Afliftance i to the Rcfident of the Vizier’s Court, for a Supply of Treafure ; and to Lieutenant Colonel 
Blair, for an inftant Reinforcement. The Det.iil of thefe Orders will be found in the Ajipendix 
Very few rcMched their Deftination, the Communication with every Qiiarter being intercepted, and 
all the Country in Arms againft us ; and our Emiflaries, unul’ed to this dangerous Service, either 
made Priloners, or not daring to execute ir, and fecreting their Difpatches, 'J’wo of my Letters 
reached Colonel Blair, who ordered Captain M’Dougal, with the 2d Battalion of the 6th Rcgimenr, 
to march on the next Day, which was the 21ft, to Benares. I now palled an Interval, like that of a 
dead Calm preceding a violent Storm, and fraught with all the Symptoms of its certain Approach. 
SuccelTivc Notices were brought to me by various Channels, of Preparations making at Rainna^ur 
for an Affaulc on my Qtiarters, which Hood in the Midft of the Suburbs of Benares, and confiftecfof 
many det.ached Buildings within one large Enclofure, furrounded by Iloufcs and Trees, which in- 
tercepted every other Profpeft. The whole Force which I had left, amounted to about 4r,o Men. 
The Report of an intended AflTault, which was fixed for that Night, grew ftrongcr as the Day .ad- 
vanced ; the Boats on the other Side of the River were faid to be in Motion ; .and, befides the moral 
Certainty of the real Exiftence of fuch a Defign, the obvious Advantages which it prefented to the 
Enemy, who had nothing left to fear, and nothing clfe to do, precluded all I lefitation but on tiie 
Choice of Expedients for defeating it : There were but Two •, which were, to w.ait the Danger and 
try the Chance of repelling it, or to retreat to a Place of greater Security or of equal Advantage for 
the Encounter. The confined State of the Place, of which any Defeription will be infufficient to 
convey an adequate Idea, rendered the Firft Plan imprafticable : We had not a Force fufficient to 
guard all the Defences of that Place, nor a Store for the Provifions of a Day even for that fmall 
Number : The only Arguments for it were, the Difgrace of a P’light, and the Confidcration of our 
wounded Sepoys, whom it might leave at the Difcrction of a mercilcfs Enemy. 'I'he former Confi- 
deration yielded to the foperior Weight of Neceflaty, the latter, to the Impoflibility of protefting 
the wounded Men, in either Cafe, as they were quartered at the Diftance of near a Mile from Mah- 
doodolVs Garden, nor would it have been poffible, in their Condition, and in the Multiplicity of 
preffing Exigencies which the Relblution to remain would have created, to remove them. Yet 
thefe Confidcrations held me fufpended during the whole Courl'e of the Day. In the Evening it 
became neceffiiry to come to a final Determination, as the Delay of a few Hours miglit now pre- 
clude every Option. I confulted Major Popham ; he declared the Defence of that Place impollible, 
and advifed a Retreat to Chunar. There were other Field Officers with me : I afktd for their 
Opinions fepar.itely •, they clearly and unhcfnatingly agreed in the fame Advice. My Opinion had 
been determined from tlie Inftant that I received the certain Information of Captain Mayaffre’s De- 
feat. I had not yet received the News of Captain M‘ Dougal’s March, nor any Anfwer to the 
Letters which 1 had written to Lieutenant Colonel Bhtir for a Reinforcement j nor could I know 
whether thefe had reached him. I yielded to the Rcluiftancc of a few Minutes. My Relblution was 
taken, and declared, and Orders given to form our little Corps, that we might have Time to gain 
the open Country, before the Enemy, having Notice of the Defign, could crols and attack us at the 
Diladvant.tge of the Streets, Lanes, and broken Ground, which wc had to pal’s before we could 
reach it. Tlicfc Orders were iffued between Seven and Eight o’clock, and by Eight the Line was in 
Motion, having been much retarded and impeded by an incredible Tumult of Scivants, Palankeens, 
and Baggage ot every Denomination, which for a Time threatened a total Obftrubtion to our March ; 
fortunately, this enormous Mafs took the wrong Road, which left the right with a free and undil- 
nirbcd Pafiage for the Sepoys. On the Way we paflTed Captain M‘ Dougal’s Battalion, about 
Nine o’clock. We fent him timely Notice of our Movement, he turned and joined us. Early'tlic 
next Morning we arrived at Chunar, 

It is proper to mention, that as foon as I had formed my Refdution to leave Benares, I fent 
my MoonOiy to the Nabob Saadut Ally Cawn, to inform him of it, and to recommend the 
wounded Sepoys to his Care ; believing that the Rajah, from a Confidcration of Policy, would not 
chtife to molert them, efpecially as he could have no Motive or Objeft to it but Revenge, if he 
would flicw a determined Relblution to proteft them. The fame Requeft 1 made to him in Writ- 
ing after my Arrival at Chunar. I owe him the Juftice to atteft, that he faithfully and liberally 
complied i\ 1 th my Requeft. fle vifitcd them himfelf, and furnilhed them with Provifions and with 

Money, 



appendix, 

Mo.ey, and appointed native Sotgeone to attend them; anti, « the, were able ,o be., it, he 

caufed them all to be removed to bi.s own Quarters. ,.nn.-erned in fome of the Defions 

Many Reports and Su.p-cic>ns have ^ imputed toTm 

which were formed \ ? ." 'dij certain and he is entitled to the entire Merit of it. 

i, a. belt dooblto t The Good of private Merit in Be- 

I avail Minilkr of the Rajah of Bcrar, and his Brother Biflumber Pundit. 

S K; Sd »-r,Vtfr',"S t 

L'exV^'t by Continuance with me to the Refcntment ofCheit Sing, and perhaps to the worlt 
FfTea^s of ir^nor could by their Prefrnce alford me any Service, which could repay what I myfelf 
Ihmild feel of Compunaion for fueling them to be expoled to fuch Hazards. I hey refufed me 
n a De ciinory M inner, without Com?liment, or the Olfentation of performing meritorious Ser- 
the and perlifletl, alihough 1 n.s peremptorily infilled on their Return I thenddired that the 
cl!]er’/j!othc' , who was corfnilent, .and of a Conllitutiop Jels equal to Pal, gije, would return, and 
the younger only remain ; but could not prevail. A lew Days after my Aiiival at Chiinar, I 
c.iCimIIv nicntioned to then my Dillrefs for Provilions, which was occalionetl principally by the 
Want of Money ; for Itu li was our total Lofs of Credit, that we could not railc a Sufficiency even 
for the ordinary Wants of our fmall Det.achmcnt ; and it was with great Difficulty, and a Degree 
of Violence, that Lieutenant Colonel Bl.air extorted from the Shroffs of Clninar, who had lived 
and -uown opulent under the Protedion of the Garrifon, the fmall Sum of 2,500 Rupees, which 
was dillributed among all the Sepoy.s, and afforded a fatisfaftory Relief. Beneiam Pund,t immedi- 
ately, and with an L.igeiiit Is which belonged to his Charader, told me that he had a l .ack ot 
Rupees ni ready Money, lying in his Houfc at Benares, which I might take, if 1 could lind any 
Means to receive and convey it to Chunar; and the younger Brotlier adviled, as the fiinpldl expe- 
dient, to lend a Battalion ol Sepoys for that Putpofe, which could eafily go and return without 
Interruption, as there were no 'i’loops ftationed near the Town on that Sitle of the River, oflering 
to aecoinpany it himlcll, and tobiing.away the Money. I lejeded this Propolal tor an obvious 
Reafon, ;uid preferred the I’rial of the Means which the Shrolls arc fuppofed to pradife for the 
Conveyance of Money on fuch Occafions. I accepted a Draft on their Pamily for llie Sum, 
payable toCantoo Baboo, my Dewan, who had been left in Benares, and fent it inclolcd in a Letter 
to him, with Directions to concert with Gopaul Dofs the Means of conveying it to Clninar. This 
proved 'inefiedual. Cantoo Baboo could not be found. Gopaul Dofs was feized (1 forget at 
wliat exad Period of Time) ami fent a Prifoner to Luttcefpoor, and in a fliort l ime after, Cantoo 
Baboo was alio tecured ami conveyed to the fame Place of Confinement; I was obliged therefore 
to wait lor a more favourable Opportunity, which never happened while I remained at Clninar. 
After my Reuiin to Benares, Bcneram again repeated the Offer; 1 accepted it, and received the 
whole Amount on the Inllant, giving him a Note in the Company’s Name, and in the ufual Form, 
for the fame. 

I'.x.unples of Fidelity and national Attachment merit the firff Reward of being recorded. In me 
k is a Duty both of public and private Obligation to relate what I have related. Their Merit is 
national; for, under whatever Imprcffions their Affiflance was offered, its Objeeff was the national 
Service, nor can my Perfon in fuch an Inftancc be ilparated from my public Cnaraftcr. 

On the 20th or 2 ill, I forget which, I received a Letter from Rajah Cheir Sing, filled with 
Expiefiions of flight Concern for what had paffed ; and Profeffions, but indefinite and unapplied, 
of Fitlelity. I did not think it becoming to make any Reply to it ; and I think I ordered the 
Bearer of the Letter to be told that it required none. 

On the Morning of the 2iit, a Perlon came to Mr. Ricliard Johnfon, who was one of my 
Party, and dclired his lincrpofition with me to receive a Letter and MefTengcr from the Rajah in 
the F.vening, with Propofals for an Accommodation. The like Application was made by Mizza 
Abdoolla Beg, the Rajah’s Vackeel, to my Dewan Cantoo Babboo ; and with my Permillion, Cantoo 
B.iboo returned to his own Houle in the Evening, to meet the Vackeel by Appointment for that 
Purpofc ; by which Means he milFed the Opjaortunity of going oft' with me, the Intelligence of my 
Intention reaching him too late for him to join me, or his infirm State of Body not admitting of 
his taking fo liafly a Refolution. The Subltance of the MefTage, as it has been fince delivered to 
me by Abdoolla Beg in Writing, was to exculpate himfclf from any Concern in what had pafl’ed, 
which he cliarged to the inlolent Behaviour of a Servant of the Refident’s who was prefenr, and the 
Refcntment ot his own People; and to profefs his Obedience and Submiffion to my Will in whatever 
Way I fhould diftate. 

I regarded this as an .Artifice to gain Time, fince the Mcffiige, whatever were the Subftance of it, 
miglit'^as eafily have been delivered in the Morning as in the Evening, and the Mcficnger might 
have obtained an cafy Accefs to me, without the Intrigue and Myftcry cf fecrct and indirect 
Applications. 


I have 
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I have been fince confirmed in this Opinion by the Two following Anecdotes, and their cxail 

Coincidence with the Defign .to which I attribute that juft recited.; 

On the Morning of the 21ft, while Preparattons were making to crofs Captain M Donaal s 
Rattalion Three Mcn^T wo StrangerS, and all Volunteer?, went fuccenively to Colonel Blair, witli 
Intelligence that a Defign was formed to efcalade 'the Fort of Chunar with a numerous Force on 
that Night 1 and an carneft Caution, that he Ihould not dimlnilh the Strength of his (iarnlon. 

The Intelligence and Advice delivered by each were cxprclTed nearly in the lame Word^. 
When M‘Dougal’s Battalion was on the ftoad Three Men, Strangers and Volunieeis, like the 
former, came, to him fucceffively with Intelligence, that a large Bodji^of armed Men lay wai- to 
intercept him at a Village called Bceterburr, and warned him not to proceed. He proceeded, but 
did not meet a Man. Lieutenant Colonel Blair caufed a more than ordinai y Watch to be kept on 
that Night in the Fort, but not a Man appeared to attack it. Not one of thele Hmiifaries have.cver 

been feen fince. . „ ,> , xt u 1 t/- • • i 

As it had been my qriginal Intention to make but a'lliort Stay at Benares, the Nabob V izier, in the 
Fxpciftation of my Vifit, had. already left his Capital, and advanced to a ftiort Diftance to meet 
me I confidercd that his Prcfcnce would prove of much Service, by its Influence on our Credit 
and his Troops, Rabble as they were, might ferve to keep the Country in Awe, anil to divide the At- 
tention of the Enemy. But tfiefe Advantages would invert the Relation of our Alliance, and give 
him a Superiority incur Meeting, which would defeat the Piirpofes of it; belides, that 1 liitinot 
think it confiftent with the Dignjty of our Government, to-employ a Foreign Aid tor the Siippref- 
fion of a Rebellion of its own Subjefts : I therefore wrote a Letter to the Nabob, requeding him to 
return to Lucknow, and remain there until I Ihould have Leifure trom the aftiial Dilturbances to 
profecute my original Journey. The Nabob refufed to comply with this Injundlion, and on the firft 
Intimation of my Difficulties rcfolved to join mc; and he executed this Purpofe with luch apparent 
Farncftiiefs, that he made his firft Stage with no other Attendance than about 100 Horfe, and about 
Four Companies of his Body Guards, with his ufual dqmeftic Attendants. As loon as I was 
iplormtd of this, to remove any unfavourable Impreffion’of my former Letter under the Con- 
ftrudion of Diftrefs, I wrote another to the Nabob, expreffing the warmeft Senfe of fuch a Tefti- 
niony of his Attention, apologizing for what 1 had before written, from an Unwillingnefs to involve 
him in a Scene of Trouble, and expreffing my Defirc to fee him at Chunar according to his 

own Willies. « . . . r t xt 1 1 1 

In the mean Time I had received feveral Intimations imputing evil Dehgns to the Nabob, and 

warnin'^ mc to guard myfclf againft them, and efpecially be careful that I did not expofe myfelt to 
the Efteds of concealed Treachery, by vifiting|hilTi without a ftrong Guard. Many Circumihmces 
favouied this Sul'picion. No fooner had the Rebellion of this Zemindarry manifcfted itleB, than 
•its Contagion inftantly flew to Fyzajbad and the extenfivc Territory lying on the North ot the River 
Dewa, and' known by the Names of Gooruepoor and Bareech. In the City of Fyzabad, Nawaub 
Allea and Junaaby Allca, the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob, openly efpoufed the Party 
of Cheit Sing, encouraging and inviting People to enlift for his Service, and their Servants took up 
Aims againft the Engliffi. Two Battalions ol regular Sejjoys in the Vizier’s Service, under the Com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, who had been entrufted with the Charge of that Diftriift, 
were attacked and furrounded in various Places, many of them cut to Pieces, and Colonel 1 lannay 
himielf, encompafled by Multitudes, narrowly efcaped the fame Fate. I he Nabob Viziei wa.s 
charged with being privy to the Intrigues which had produced and fomented thefe Dillurbances 
and the little Account that he feemed to make of them, ferved to countenance the Sufpicion. I can 
truly fay for myfclf, that I pever aftbrded it the flighteft Degree of Credit ; neither his Charadler, the 
Tenor of liis paft Conduft, the Expeiftations which I knew he entertained of Affirtance and Relief 
from myfclf, nor his Inability to fupport himfclf without the Proteftion of our Government, allow- 
ing me for & Moment to entertain a Thought fa injurious to his Fidelity, and fo contrary to Pro- 
bability. Yet I was not pcrfeftly -free from Apprehenfions fimilar to fuch a Suggellion. The 
Nabob was furrounded by Men bafc in their Charadters, and improvident in their Underftandings, 
his Favourites and the Companions of his loofcr Flours. Thefe had every. Caule to dread the 
Effcd of my Influence on theirs ; and both thefc, and the Relations of the Family, whole Views 
of Confcquence and Power were intercepted by our Participation in the Adminiitration of his 
Affairs, entertained a mortal Hatred to our Nation, and openly avowed it. Thefc all joined in 
preferibing the moft pernicious and fatal Counfcls.to the Nabob, reprcfcnting this as the fime to 
deliver himfclf from what they deferibed .as the Yoke of Servitude. Although he firmly rejeaed 
ail their Perfuafions, and I was affu.rcd of it, was in their Power to ufc both his Authority and his 
Perl'on for the Perpetration of their own Dcfigns ; nor could I ufc any Precaution to avoid them, 
which would not appear to proceed from a Diftruft of the Nabob himfclf. I never communicated 
my Apprehenfions, nor a^ed from them, and had the Satisfaftion of receiving the Nabob, of main- 
taining an Intcrcourfc wfth him, with every Mark of the moft fccurc and mutual Confitiente, and of 
parting with him with ^cry Demonftration of mutual Satisfadlion, ^ 

I had before written to Colonel Morgan for Affiftance. I now repeated the Offer and, as the 
Iffue of a War, begun with fuch Diladvantages on our Side, and with the total Lofs of the Country, 
was doubtful, I added an Order to follow with his whole Force, with another to Colonel Sir John 
Cumming, who commanded at Futtch Gur, to fupply bis Place at Cawnpoor. I confidercd, that it 
Sup. Sel. Com. Kep. II. K 
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we were iuccefsful with a Ufs Exertion, it would be eafy to countermand thefe Orders before tlic 
Troops could have advanced far in the Execution of them j but if we failed of Succefs, and fuch 
Orders were not fent, it might be too late to ifllie them with any Hope ot EfFcfl: from them, or even 
of their being received, fince the Communication, which was now very difficult and uncertain, ITnight 
then be abfolutely precluded. None of my Letters reached Colonel Morgan till he had taken his 
Relolution. Reports were ,conveyed to him ot my Situation and paft Mifadventures* The fudden 
t^ailure of Intelligence convinced him of the Truth of what he heard; and, juftly concluding that 
Orders liad been fent which had been flopped in their Way to^him, he at once refolved to execute 
their fiippofed and obviousTurport, and detached a P'orce fuperlor to that which I had required, to 
my Affiftance. It confiftea of Two Regiments of Sepoys, Thirty European Artillery Men, and 
Two Companies of the European Regiment, with Four Six Pounders, One Ilowitz, Tumbrils, 
Ammunition, Draft and Carriage Cattle ; for the greater Expedition he ordered this Detachment 
to proceed by Water. 'J'he Zeal ot the Officers fo well feconded that ot their Commander, that 
although it appears that the Relolution was taken on the 29th, the Whole were embarked and in 
Movement on the ;jilt of the Month. Major Crabb commanded the Detachment. 

A long Interval of Time, which acquired its tall Mealurc tron\ the Magnitude of the Events 
which were expefted to grow out of it, and their uncertain Produdtion, paffed in total Ignorance 
of the Succefs of the various Orders which had been difpatchcd, anePof the Succours which might 
be preparing for us. One Half of the Province of Owd was in a State of as complete a Rebellion 
as that of lienares. Futteh Shah had invaded Sircar Saurun, ih our Province Bahar, iupported by 
Supplies of Money, and encouraged with Promifes of more from Cheit Sing. Many of the Zemin- 
dars of Bahar had difeovered Symptoms of Difaffedlion ; and Reports were made to me of Levies 
of Men openly entertained for the Enemy from our own Subjefts in that Province ; even the wretched 
Subjects of Napall dared to feize by Force feme Villages to which they had a Claim, and had fome 
Time before fupplicated the Attention of our Government to it. In my Impatience for Advices 1 
dreaded that every Packet would bring a frefli Accumulation to our DiflreHes, and the News of 
Commotions in every Qiiarter. At this Period a Letter found its Way to me from Colonel Muir, 
who commaaded the 7 \imy employed againft Mahdajee Sindin, informing me of Overtures made by 
that Chief for a feparate Peace. 'Phis had been one of the Objeds of my Journey to- this Qiiarter ; 
but eageily as I had fought fuch an Event, I was proportionably mortified to learn with what Faci- 
lity 11 might have been accompliflied, and how unfeafonably our domcfiic Misfortunes had happened 
to defeat lo fair a Prolped of it. I had no Money, nor Credit equal to the Supply of 3,000 Rupees, 
and, by an unfortunate d rain of official Perplexities, which had happened fome Time preceding this, 
both Major Poj)liam*s Regiment, the Rangers, and al^j^thc Corps of the Garrifon of Chunar, were Poiir 
Months in Arrears. 'Phis was our Situation. 

What Force could be fpared from the Garrifon of Chunar, added to Major Popham*s Regiment, 
was formed into a Detachment under his Command, and encamped on a Plain about a Mile to the 
Fallward of Chunar. The greated Strength of the Enemy was collcdted at Patecta, about Seven 
Miles fiom Cliun.'ir, in the fame Diredion. 

On thi^ 27th of Aiigulf, Lieutenant Polhill arrived with Six Companies of Sepoys belonging to the 
Nabob Vi'/.ier’s Body Guard ftationed at Illahabad. He was ordered to encamp on the oppofite Bank 
of the River, for the Purpofe of keeping our Communication open with that Shore. On the 29th 
he attacked and defeated a confiderable Body of Troops under the Command of a principal Chief, 
named Shaub Cawn, who was ftationed at a fmall Fort and Town called Seeker, within Sight of 
Chunar. The Advantages gained by this Succefs were the Removal of that Part of the Enemy, 
and the Acquifition of a confiderable Booty in Grain, which had beep the Objed of the Enter- 
prize. 

On the 3(1 of September, Major Popham detached Captain Blair, with his Battalion, and Tv/o Com- 
panies of liis own Grenadiers, to furprize the Camp at Patceta. I'hey marched at Three in the 
Morning, and arrived at the Ground by Day-light, but found it abandoned, and the Enemy waiting 
lor them in complete Order at about a Mile beyond it. A bloody Adion enfued, in which the 
Isncmy, as might bc.cxpcded from Men fluffied with recent Succefles, fought with a defperate In- 
trepidity. Our Sepoys began to break into Diforder, when, by a well-timed and fucccfsful Attack of 
the Enemy’s Guns by the Two Companies of Grenadiers, headed by Lieutenants Fallon and Berrcll, 
the Fortune of the Day turned in our Favour, and the Field was left to our Pofleffion, with Four 
Guns and Four Tumbrils. One of the Guns, its Carriage being broken, was fpiked and left. Thq 
other I'hree, with one of the Tumbrils loaded with as much Ammunition as it could carry, was 
brought away. The other Three Tumbrils, with Two hundred Maunds of loofc Powder^ were 
blown up. About 1,500 round Shot of different Weights, and moftly hammered, were found and 
lelt in a Village adjacent. 

Our Lofs 10 this Aftion was very great; wc had 48 Men killed, and 85 wounded : That of 
the Enemy was unknown, but mult have been confiderable. Their Guns^yverc well (erved, and it 
was irom their ^ccutioii that wc principally fulFered. It was remarkable, that they had all the 
Ap])aratus of oilwArtiilery, fuch as Port Fires, Tubes, Chain and Quilled Grape Shot, &c. .equal, 
or nearly equal, tO the Produdtion of an European Laboratory; Samples of each Kind will be fent 
to the Board. Their Artillery djd not anfwer to the Quality of the Stores. One Gun was of Mo- 
dern Call, and with its Carriage," which was not bad, faid to have been made at Ramnagur. The 
5 others 
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Others were of n very old Caft and Conftrudioni and their Carriages bad and much worn : This was 
the genenil Charafter of all the Ordnance taken in the Courfe ’of the War, 

Dearly as this Vidtory was purchafed, with the Expenditure of One Fourth of the Party, it was 
yet a Vi^ory, afeertained and acknowledged ; and hud its due Effeft of imprcfling the Enemy with 
Difeouragement, and ourown -Mcn with Confidence i and it was an Earnclt of our future Succels in 
the public Opinion, which at all Times is of higli Importance to our political Influence j was efpe- 
cially fo. at this, in which the Minds of all Men were lufpended for the Uecifion of the Part which 
they were to take, either in the immediate Conteft, or in their own Condudl as dependant on it. 

I muft not omit in this Place an I nflance of Vengeance which marks the fanguihary Charadlcrof 
Cheij: Sing, and too ftrongly proves, that if the other Excelfcs committed by his iVopIc were not 
authorized by his exfrefs Order, they were perpetrated under the Influence of his Example and the 
Knowledge of his Inclination. 

Fourteen Men of the Corps of Rangers had been left fick at Mizza|)oor, when the Remainder 
of Major Popham*s Detachment marched under the Command of Captain MayafFre, at RamnagiT. 
They were made Prifoners, and lent to Lutteefpoor. They arrived there on the 3d of Septembci, 
abo'Jt Time that New^ was received of Captain Blair’s Atlion at Pateeta, which happened 

on that Morning,, What Provocation they gave, or whether any, is not known: It is lurmiied, 
but I know not the Authority, that one of thefe unhappy Men exprefled a Joy on hearing that 
our Arms had been i'uccelsful. ' They were all butchered on the Spot, and almoft in the imme- 
diate Prefence of the Rajah, except one Man, who made a Shift to crawl with a mangled Body to 
tl?e neighbouring Woods, where he fubfificd for a few Days j returned to the Fort; received 
Mercy, and is (fill living in our Camp. The Particulars of this Maflacre have been fince verihcd, 
with ibme uneflential Variations from my Relation of it, in an Aflidavit ot tljc Survivor, which 
will be annexed. 

On the loth of September, nt about Seven in the Morning, Major Crabb’s l^ctachment ap- 
peared on the oppofite. Shore, It confided of the Corps already related.' It had proceeded ns lar 
as lllahabad by Water, but much retarded in its Courfe by ftrong and adverfe Winds, on which 
Aceoiint, the Courfe of the Water alfo winding very much between lllahabad and Chunar, Major 
('rabb had prudently difembarked the Men and Stores, and marchetl them by the high IJoad, 
lemanding the Boats to Cawnpore, whither indeed their Return would have been imprachcablc, and 
hey pifled the B oundary of this Zemindary. 

Major Roberts, with his Regiment and a Lack of Rupees, arrived on the ijth of September, from 
Lucknow •, to which Place, as I have before related, he had been ordered to repair for the Guard 
of my Perlbn, in my intended Vifit to that Capital. A further Supply of Fifty thouland Rupees 
was a few Days after received from the Nabob’s Aumil of lllahabad. 

• The Mone^ was immediately difiributed among all the Troops in equal Proportions; .and by 
fatisfying theif Wants, facilitated Major Popham’s Preparations for the Commenpemenc of adivc 
Operations. 

I have a Pleafure in teftifying, that, diflreflcd as the Sepoys had been for the Want of Money, 
they had never manifefted the lead Symptom of Difeontent. I had frequently vifited the Camp, 
and paflbd the Lines each Time in Review; once, and only once, I heard One or Two Voices ot 
Complaint, but neither clamorous nor difrcfpeflful. 

On the nth, the Nabob Vizier arrived at his Encampment, which had been formed on the 
oppofite Shore. I chofe to make him the firfl: Vifit, which was performed on the lame Morning, 
and was returned by him on the next. 

llyder Beg, the Nabob’s Second Minifter, arrived at the fame Time, He Iiad been deputed 
early to meet me at Benares, and had arrived there about Two Days after my Departure from it. 
Inilead of following me to Chunar, he had fuffered himfelf to be detained by Lalla Bucherange, 
the Shroff, who had promifed to accompany him with a Supply of Money. In the mesn Time, a 
fudden and great Swell of the River rendered the Burna Nulla, behind which he was encamped, 
impaflable. The Rajah’s People at the fume Time carried away all the Boats, and after a long 
and truitlefs Negociation with them for an unmolcfled PalTage, which he did not think it piudenc 
to attempt at the H^.ard of the Oppofition, he at length did attempt it, and met none. His 
Indecifion on this Occafion furniflicd Ground fur various Sufpicions; but I know, jfnd had Affu* 
ranees from a Per Ton in my Suite, who had taken Refuge with him, and acquired his Confidence, 
and^on whofe Authority I could implicitly rely, that they were wholly devoid of Fecundation. 1 
had a pleafing and incontrovertible Evidence of his Fidelity foon after the Conclufion of our 
Troubles, in a Letter which Captain Blair picked up at Lutteefpoor, and which I lliall add to the 
Ajipendix, not merely as a Juftification of the Minifter, but as a Relief to the dry and nnen- 
tertaining Materials with which it is aflbgiatcd, if it Iball convey the fame Opinion of the good 
Senfe of the Writer to other Minds, as it has done to mine* 

0 ' 
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D d* On the i^ih Ihuienanl P hi ll crofTed and joined Major Pophanfs Camp* The whole DeiacbtHCnt 

confijled of the folloynng Strength \ viz, 

* * ' * 

"One Company of European Grenadiers, commanded by Captam Grant. 

One 1 )° • D* Light Infantry, D* — Captain Marrifon. • 

One lY French Rangers, D* — Lieutenant Wadci 

Thiity European Artillery Men, D* “ Captain Hill. 

One Regiment of Sepoys, the 7th, D’ “ Major Crabb. 

One 19th, D* ~ Major Balfoqr. 

One !)•, 301b, 13 * — Major Roberts. . . 

One !)•, q/;th, D* ~ . Major Pophw. 

One Battalion, the 1 ft of 6th Regiment, D* — r Captain Blair.. 

Six Companies of the Nabob's B^y Guard, commanded by Lieutenant Polhill. . *. 

The following is a Catalogue of Cheit Sing’s whole Force, which'^has been fince delivered to me 
by one of his principal Officers*, and as it made Part of a Iworn Affidavit, I admit and ^edit it 
as genuine. It is certainly not exaggerated. . 


LIST of the eftahlijhed Forces in the Service of Cheit Sing. 
Cavalry y Sepoy Sy Matchlock MeHy iSc. 

Select Troops, or Body Guard, Horfe and Foot ~ ^ ~ 

Matchlock Men ’ ~ ~ 

Attached to Bullum Daafs, Horfe 30O, Foot 50O “ ~ 

With Soojaun Sing’, Cavalry and Infantry-500, with 2 Guns, Sepoys, and 
Artillery Men ~ ~ 

With Munnear Sing, Cavalry and Infantry „ — 

T otal eftablijhed Troops — 


•Troops entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Lutteefpoor, 
Eirlf, Entertained at Lutteefpoor, Matchlock and Sword Men 

Second, — — — Nujeeb, Sword Men from Lucknow 

Total 


— 2,oep 

— 1,006 


Troops aflc'mbkd from different Places, 

Ilorfe and Foot with Juggur Deave Sing — » — — 

Matchl tck Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Order from the Rajah ~ 
With Gomaun Sing, fent for by the Rajah, Matchlock Men — 

Fiom the Eoujdar of Biddeve arrived, Matchlock Men — — 

Uaje Pouts of the Tribe of Rugbunlcc from Kurraukut — “ 

Arrived with Dullum Sing, 

Innijdar of Mukurun Baddiahpoor, Matchlock — . — 

Cavalry and Infantry arrived with Ruzza Cooli Khawn, from Mizzapoor 
Kaujpoots collefted from. Agoree and Purwah, by Dia Lutchoo . — 

Of the Tribe or Caft of Khummaur, colleftcd by Saojaun’Sing — 
Sword and Matchlock Men with Raumjewan — — 


Total Troops in the Service of Cheit Sing 


IL500 

22,190 


^ To which are to be addedy IIufl>nndmen and Adventurers who took ,up Arms voluntarily y making the 
‘‘ foregoing Plumber amount to near Forty thoufandP* ‘ 


'i'hefe Forces were divided between [.utteefpoor, Patceta and Ramnagur. The beft reputed of 
riicm were at Pateeta, and,thc great Mafs, compofing the laft Corps, with a Part of the others, at 
Lutaipoor with the Rajah, who had fixed his Refidcnce at thSt Place fincc his Flight from Shawalla 
Gauc. ^ 

I'ctnre I proceed, it may not be improper to ftute the other Refpurces on which he, not very 
unreiiionably, depuuled for lengthening the War, if not for Succefs in the Courfc of it. ’ 

Eiiii, Ills i'Otin.iks*, of which there are many, and lome of confiderablc Extent and Strength, 
crccUd 111 Vvirious Pans of the Zemindaiy. Of thrle, the Two principal are Bidjeygur and Luitecf* 

poor. 
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poor.— RamnagUr fcai-cely defervcs to be named with them ; and Pateeta has been rendered confidcr.* 
able only by its having been a capital Scene of his Oppofition, and of our Vidtories. 

Bidjeygur is a Fort erefted on the folid Rock of a Hill, riling to the Height of 745 perpendicular 
Feet from the level Ground. It lies about Fifty Miles in a South Ealt Uircftion from Chunar. 
It was the Depofitory of all his and his Father’s Treafurcs. 

Luttccfpoor is a large Fort built with Stone, and furrounded by Hills, and, either from Neglea 
or Defignj obftrudted from diftant View by Trees and thick Shrubs furrounding it. It lies about 
14 Miles Eaftward from Chunar. 

Pateeta is a very large Town, furrounded by a Rampart of Earth, extending to a great Dift.ance 
beyond it to the Hills adjoining. The Fort itfclf is a fmall fquare Houfe of Stone, itfelf fortified 
with Four round Towers, and enclofcd with a high R.amparr, and a Ditch which is in nioft Parts 
broad and deep. Its greateft Advantage againft an Enemy, to whom Delay was Defeat, was tltat it 
was invifible to its AlTailants. 

Ramnagur has been deferibed already : The other Forts, whatever their Confcquence under a 
different Train of Succefles might have been, are of none to the Events of this Narrative. 

His next great Refource was his Wealth-, on which he looked and thought himfelf invincible — an 
Expreflion which I borrow from one of the meanell: of his Dependants. It is credibly affirmed, 
that he inherited from his Father Bulwant Sing, a complete Crorc of Rupees, to which it is believed 
that he made confiderable Additions. 

The Diftrefles of our Government, and the Power and Number of its Enemies, may alfo be 
reckoned, though negative, yet amongft his Rcfources. The reft were dclufory, wliicli the falfe 
and violent Counfels of his Brother Sujan Sing, and his Buxey Saddanund, impofed on his Inex- 
perience, and the Pliancy and Aptitude of his Difpofition. 

It would break the Attention, and perplex the Thread of the Narrative, to relate every diffinft 
Event in its exaff Order of Time. I have therefore, in the minuter Points, endeavoured ratlier to 
arrange them according to their Relation to the greater, or to find a Place for them in the vaca/it 
Intervals and Paufes of it. It may be proper in this Place to mention, that during the Time of 
Inadion which fucceeded to my Arrival at Chunar, I received feveral Letters from Cheit Sing, 
befides Letters from Mr, Barnet, and one from Canto Babboo, who were both his Piiloners at 
Lutteefpoor, which were written by his Order. Thcfe were all alike in Subftance, containing 
Acknowledgements and Profeflions of his Submiflion to my Authority, Affeitions of liis own 
Innocence, charging theMaflacre at Showalla to the Chubdar, whofe Inlults provoked the Refent- 
ment of his Servants, whom he could not reftrain, and claiming a Merit from his having in the 
Three pad Aftions been the fuffering Party, though fuccefsful, and in none the Agreffbr adding 
. general Offers of Accommodation ; and in the Letters written by Iiis Order, a pompous Difjday 
of his inexhauftible Wealth, the Multitude and Bravery of his Forces, and the devoted AffVdlion 
and Fidelity of all his Subjeas. I refufed to anfwer them, letting him know that they were written 
with too much Prefumption, in the Style of Equality, and with inapplicable Proftffions, which 
were no better tlian none. Some of thcfe Letters will appear in tlie Appendix ; tlie rcit were 
loft. 

It had been intended to begin our Operations with the Attack of Ramnagur, partly bccaufe it 
had been the Scene of our firft Difgrace, and principally bccaufe the RepoflelTion of the Cajiital, 
which would follow the Capture of Ramnagur, would, it was thought, redeem our Credit with the 
Public, and be deemed equivalent, in the diftant Reports of it, to the complete Recovery of our 
Authority over the Country, as the Exiftence of a fugitive Chief in the Wilds and Mountains 
would be little regarded, when he was expelled from the Capital of his Government and the Scat 
of his Collcftions. For this Purpofe battering Cannon and Mortars were ordered to Major Pop- 
ham’s Camp, and every other Preparative made for a Siege. I'his caulcd the Delay of IbmeDays. 
In the mean Time a Man, named Bundoo Cawn, a Native and Inhabitant of the Town of Chunar^ 
gave Information, that as the Rajah’s Force was principally colleded at Lutteefpoor and Pateeta, 
and was daily accumulating, it would become exceedingly difficult to diflotige him, if he was 
allowed to gain too great Strength there by a Procefs of detailed and confecutive Operations ; that 
the Approaches both to Pateeta and Lutteefpoor were ftrongly guarded, and el'pccially thofc of 
Lutteefpoor, which he deferibed as unalTailablc, but with a great and certain Lofs, on this Side, the 
only Road to it lying through Pateeta and even if carried, untenable from the Strength of the 
Pafs behiiid it, of which the Enemy would keep Poffeffion in Defiance of all our EfForts, and 
againft any Superiority of Numbers. This Pafs talces its Name from the adjacent Village of Suck- 
root. He advifed a divided Plan of Attack, to be executed at the fame Point of Time ;"^one on the 
Fort of Pateeta, the other on the Pafs of Suckroot ; of which our Forces coming on it by Surprize^ 
it being unguarded and eafier of Accefs from above, might eafily obtain Poflefflon, and by tliat 
Means gain the fame Advantage over the Garrifon of Lutteefpoor, as that would have over us, if 
we firft took Poffeffion df the Fort, with the Command of every Road of Communication, of which 
he did not doubt, if we fucceeded againft Pateeta. He offered to condiidt the Party which fliould be 
deftined on the Service againft the Pals of Suckroot, by a Road unficquented and unknown, whicli 
he deferibed with a minute, and, as it has fince appeared, corrcift Detail. The Confidence with 
why:h he fpoke, and the Confiftency of his Affertions, and Reafonings upon them, acquired a gieat 
additional Strength from his former recent Conduift. He had accompanied Captain Blair in both 
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A(flions of kumnagur and Patccta, and had been very ferviceable to that Officer by his Knowledge 
of the Ground, and by his Advice in the Application of it. His Service dh the Occafions had been 
gratuitous, nor did he profefs any other Motive for that which he now offered, but the Intereft and 
Safety of a large Family, which depended on our Succefs, 

Major I’opham at once faw the Propriety of his Advice, and adopted it. The Evening of the 
1 5ih was appointed for the firft Execution of the Plan ; in the mean Time it was concealed with the 
mod profound Secrecy. As a Security for the Fidelity and Steadinefs of Bundoo Cawn, he had a 
Promife of a Jageer in Perpetuity for himfelf and his Family, if the Enterprize fucceeded. This 
Engagement has beenfincc amply performed. Major Popham formed his Army into Two Divifions, 
one deftined for the more diftant Enterprize, and commanded by Major Crabby it confifted of the 
yth Regiment, Major Crabb’s, the Firft Battalion of the 6th Regiment, Lieutenant Polhilf’s Six 
Companies of the Nabob’s Body Guard, Four Six-Pounders, anda 5 | Inch Howitz. Thefe Corps 
were told off, and began their March about Eleven that Night. Major Popham began his March with 
the other Divifion at about Three o'Clock in the Morning to Patecta. 

On his Arrival there, he found the Works much ftronger, and the Approach more hazardous, than 
he had expefted from the Defeription which had been given of the Place. He applied for the 
Two Battering Cannon and the Mortar, which had been originally intended for the Attack of 
Ramnagur, and remanded in the Change of Plan. They were fent, but made no Impreflion, and 
he refolved in the Fincouragement of Five Days Experience, and from the Fear of a Delay operating 
againft the other Part of his Plan, to attempt a Storm. This was ordered, and executed in the 
Morning of the 20th, with an inftant and compleat Succefs. Major Roberts commanded the 
Storming Party. The Enemy made a flight Stand at the outer Intrcnchment, and fl( d through the 
Fort, our Men following without Oppofition. A flight Attack was made at this Time on our 
Camp, but repelled with fome Lofs on the Part of the Enemy, and none on ours. We loft during 
the Siege Eleven Men killed, befides Ten wounded. 

On tlie fame Morning, Major Crabb having conduced his Divifion through almoft impraaicable 
Ways, arrived at a Village called Lora, which lies about Two Miles from the Pafs. Here he found • 
a Body of Men, with 1 hree Guns, pofted to oppofe him : They made a firm Stand, but were 
defeated with a confiderablc Lofs -, ours was Twelve Men of every Denominat on killed, and 
Twenty- two wounded. The Enemy fled through the Pafs to Lutteefpoor; our Detachment fol- 
lowed to the Head of the Pafs, and there encamped for the Remainder of the Day 
The News of thefe concurrent Succefles being conveyed to the Rajah at the fame Inftant of Time, 
alarmed him exceedingly for his own perfonal Safety. His Fears were excited with a more forcible 
Impreflion by the Surprize of the Advance of fo great a Force from a Qiiarter where he had not 
expeded any. With his Face turned towards Chunar, and his whole Attention and that of his 
JVopIc direaed to the Movements which were made on that Side, they had no Sufpicion of any 
Delign being formed behind them. The firft Intelligence which was received of Major Crabb’s 
J’arty, defenbed it as confifting of the Followers of CoflaunSing, and only Three Companies of our 
Sepoys ; the Ilircarrahs who conveyed the News poflibly miftaking the advanced Guard for the 
whole Force, and reporting it accordingly, nor was the real Strength of the Party knowii, even by 
that which was detached to oppofe it, until the Inftant of the Adion. This Circumftance was re- 
lated at the Time, and has been fince confirmed to me by an Officer, named Myher, who com- 
manded a fmall Body of the Rajah’s Sepoys and the Guns in the Adion. No Defig’n could be 
more judicioufly planned, or more happily executed; even the Impediments and Difappointments 
which attended it, ferved but to promote the Coincidence of the final Movements of its Operation 
with fo well-timed an Effed, that the Difference of Time which paffed between the EngacTcmcnt at 
Lora and the Conejueft of Patecta, was little more than that which would be reouiied by tlie Dif- 
ference of the Diftances of each from Lutteefpoor, for the News of each Succefs to reach Lutteefpoor 
at the fame Inftant. ^ 


Cheit Sing inftantly prepared for Flight : His Road to Bidgey Gur, which was his laft Refuge 
lay through the Pafs which he durft not attempt. He left Lutteefpoor about Three or Four in the 
Afternoon, and making a Circuit oyer the Hills, gained the high Road at the Dift.nce of fome 
Miles beyond the Pais, and proceeded with a few Followers to the Neighbourhood of Bidievgur 
Some others followed and rejoined him ; the reft, left without Orders, ftaid but to plunder the 
Place, and evacuated it. The Gown Wallahs, or Militia, compoled of the Hulbandmen who had 
been lummoned to attend him, all fled to their own Homes. So rapid was the Report of this 
Event in its Communication, and fo dccifivc in its Effed, that the Fort of Sutteefrur which 
lies about Seven or Eight Miles to the Northward of Lutteefpoor, and the Palace of Ramnagur 
were cv.icu.itetl on the fame Evening ; and the Megiame of the whole Country rejlored as compleath in 
from it ofuniverfal Revolt to its proper Channel, as if it had never departed 

On the next Morning, the 21ft, Major Crabb marched through the Pafs to Lutteefpoor and 

found it abandoned. ^ * 

On the fame Day Major Mofes Crawford, with the 28th Regiment of Sepoys, arrived from 
Dinapoor, and joined the Detachment. ^ ' 

M^or Balfour was detached on the Morning of the zzd to Ramnagur, of which he took quiet 
roflenion •, no one remained to oppofe him. ^ 

^ Being 
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Being defirous of returning, without Lofe ot Time, to Benares, and the Prefence of the Naboli 
Vizier being more urgently required for the Qijict of his Country, we parted on the 25th with every 
Expreffion of mutual and real Satisfaftion. The annexed Copy of my Letter to the Board, dated 
tlie 29th November, contains the Detail of my Tranfaftions with him. See Appendix, Part id, 
N’l. 

On the next Morning I arrived at Ramnagur, and on the 28th returned to my old Quarters at 
Maudoodafs’s Garden at Benares. 

To quiet the Minds of the People, Proclamations were iflued, offering Pardon to all who (liould 
peaceably return to their Obedience, excepting the Perfons of Cheit Sing and his Brother Shuja i 
Sing, whom their late rebellious Conduft, and their Rancour manifefted to our Nation in I'lc 
deliberate Murder of our Soldiers, and even defencelcfs Palfcngers who had the Misfortune 10 fall 
into their Hands, had precluded from kvery Title to Lenity. Among the unhajipy Sufferers to 
whom the above Exception alluded, was a Perfon of the Name of Hooker, who had followed the 
Occupation of a Dealer in European Wares to our Camps, and had ventured to pafs m his 
Budgerow, a little after the unhappy Affair of Showalla, near Raninagur, wheie he was Icizid, and, 
unarmed as he was, and pleading the Innocence of his ProfelTion, murdered in cold Blood. Snujan 
Sing had the Command at that Tinie in Ramnagur. Two Soldiers alfo of Major Crabb’s Detain- 
ment having wandered from the Line, were taken and murdered at Gopce Gunge. For this Rcafon 
that Town was exCepted in the Proclamation, and has fince been deftroyed. 

My firft Care, after my Return to Benares, was to determine the Succiflion to the Zemindany and 
Range, vacated by the Forfeiture of Cheit Sing. The Right of the Company to the Dili)oial of 
it, certainly had not fuffered by the pall Events. The Territory had been wholly loll to th. ir Do- 
minion, and wholly conquered bjr their Arms: Yet the reft of the F'amily who formerly polfilild 
it had not merited, by any A6t of theirs, to be involved in the Punilhment of a- Man who h.Ki been 
equally their Enemy, and whom they had regarded as the Ufurper of their more legal K glus ^ nor 
jwrhaps would it have beerl prudent to have put the Submiflion of tlie People to the Tell ’of a new 
Species of Dominion. I therefore refolved, in virtue of the full Powers which I polftflld from the 
Board for that Purpofe, to beflow it on the next lineal Heir. This was Bauboo Mchipnarairi. Ht‘ 
was the Grandfon of Raja Bulwant Sing^ By a Daughter married to Bauboo Doorbejey Sing. 1 he 
Widow of Bulwant Sing* named Ranhy Goolaub Kower, was ftill living, and in an extreme old Age. 
By the Hindoo Law fhe might claim the Inheritance. Her Daughter alfo, the Wile of Doorbt)ey 
Sing, might aflert the like Pretenfion; Had it become a Matter of Conteft, 1 had refolved to leave it 
to the Decifton of the whole Body of the Pundits of Benares •, but this Reference was unncccflary, 
Doorbejey Sing yielding Up the Pretenfion of his Wife; and the old Rariny her own, by a Writing 
fealed with her Name, and acknowledged in the Prefcnce of a confidential Perfon whom I defiuted 
to her for that Purpofe, declaring it to be her Wilh and Requeft, that the Rauje might be con- 
ferred on her Grandfon Mehipnarain; He was accordingly invefted, and proclaimed on the 30th of 
September. His Father Bauboo Doorbejey Sing was at the fame Time invclled with the Office of 
Naib, and is in efieiil the foie afting Manager: He is about Thirty-five Years of Age, his Son 
Nineteen. 

I have thought it proper to eftablilh a diftimfi: and independant Magifiracy for the Town of 
Benares. The Reafoirs for this Ail, the Dcicription of the OlRce, and of the Ofiictrs lubordinatc to 
it, are detailed in the fubjoined Letter to the Board, dated the til of November i fee the Appendix 
Part ift N* 2. Alice Ibrahim Cawn, the Perfon chofen for this Charge, was duly invclled with it on 
the 20th of Oilober. 

On the 5th of November I concluded the Settlement of the Revenue, which was to be paid by 
Rajah Mehipnarain, being 33,33*333. 5. 8. for the Current Year, and a perpetual Rent of 40,00,000 
Rupees for the future. 

The Particulart,of this Tranfadlion are contained in my Letter to the Board, dated the 2 ill No- 
vember. See Appendix, Part ift, N* 3. 

It has been already mentioned, that foort after my Flight to Chuiiar, Colonel Muir advifed me of 
Overtures made by Mahdajec Scindia for a feparate Peace. I fent to Colonel Muir Cirdentials and 
Inllruilions and on the 13th of Odlober a Treaty was concluded with Mahdajec Scindia. To 
confirm and improve the Advantages obtained by it, I deputed Mr. Anderfon to Mahdajec Scindia, 
and at the fame Time fent Mr. Chapman, wilh Biffumber Pundit* on a fimilar Commilfion to Moo- 
dajee Boofia, the Rajah ot Berar. The Particulars of thefe Tranfaflions, and of my Views relating 
to them, are contained in the annexed Copies of my Inftruifiions to Colonel Muir, and of my Letter 
to the Board adjoined, dated the 25th November. Sec Appendix, Part ill, N*4. 

'I'he annexed Letter to the Board, dated 22d November, contains alfo the Circumftances of fomc 
new Arrangements made in the Cuftoms. Sec Appendix, Part ill, N* 5. 

On the 8th of Odober, Major Naylor, with the 23d Regiment, having been detached to the 
Relief of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, arrived on the Northern Banks of the Dewa, defeated a large 
Force which had aflemblcd round Colonel Hannay, and entirely difperfed them. The Return of 
the Nabob loon after elFedlually reltored the Quiet of the Country. 

About the fame Time a Regiment of Sepoys, under the Command of Major Lucas, defeated and 
drove Futtch Sing from the Diltrid of Sircar Saurun. 


After 
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Afier having gained Poffenlon of Lutteefpoor, Major Popham loft no Time in profccutihg hi$ 
March to Bidjcygur. Cheic Sing did not wait his Approach, but fled, taking with him ^ much 
Trcafurc as his Elejihants and Camels could carry, which has been r^ortcd to me to have d>n(ifted 
of One Lack of Mohrs, and Pifteen or Sixteen of Silver, befides Jewels to an unknown Amount. 
His Wife, a Woman of an amiable CharSder, his Mother Paund, and all the other Women of his 
Family, and the Survivors of the Family of his Father Bulwant Sing, who wefc connefted with 
his, were left in the Fort of Bidjeygur. He took the Rout of Rewa, and from thence proceeded to 
Panna, the Capital of Boondclchund, paying and plundered as he paflfed. He was, by the laft AiL 
vices, in that Country, the Rajah profefling in his Letters to nw a Refolution to withdraw his Pro- 
teftion from him, and fccretly favouring him. 

The Fortrefs of Bidjeygur furrendered by Capitulation onJthe lOth of November, yielding to 
Major Popham the peculiar Credit of having furmounted all the ObftacleS which Nature and Art 
had oppolecl to tlic Conqueft of Two of the FortrelTes of Hindoftan^ which had been before univer- 
fally deemed impregnable. 

1 have now brought my Narrative to its proper Conclufion, at that Point in which all the Move- 
ments which from the Subjefl of it, and all their Objefts, appear to have attained their full and 
complete Termination. I regret the Length to which it has been drawn, and fear that it will appear 
unreafonable to thofe who may confidcr it a Point of Duty to give it a thorough Perufal, and who 
will fcarcc fail to refleft, that it comprifes in Effeft the Hiftory of but One Month. To myfelf the 
Reflexion affords a difterent Senfation, when applied to the Multitude of Events and their Magni- 
tude, comprifed within fo Ihort an Interval of my public Life. I have aimed at Brevity, both in 
the Seleftion of Fafts and in the Narration of them, having omitted every Circumftance, which, 
though engaging a Portion of my Attention at the Time, had no Conneftion with the general Train 
of Events or Influence in the Charafter by which they are diferiminated from the ordinary Courfe of 
Affairs. For the Satisfaction of fuch as fhall have more Patience or Leifure to look into' them, I have 
added as an Appendix, Copies of all the material Papers which have Relation to the Narrative, but 
which would have increafed the Bulk of it, and difturbed the Attention, if inferted in the Body 
of it. 

I have alfo added Atteftations of all the 'principal Facts and Events, fworn before the Chief 
Juftice, to whofe Advice I am obliged for having fuggefted it. It did not ftrike my Mind, that 
Matters of fuch Notoriety here Would require fome more authentic Verification of them at HomeJ 
than the Recital of the Man whofe Reputation is fo immediately concerned as mine is in the Judg- 
ment which my Superiors, and which the Public at large, will have a Right to form upon it. I am 
fenfible of the Wifdom of the Precaution, and forry that it was not earlier intimated, that I might 
have had Time to have collecftcd a larger Fund of Evidence, although I have Reafon to be fatisfied 
with the Weight of that which I have obtained. Let it be alfo remembered, that this Relation itfelf 
has been written under the Force of an Obligation as binding as that of an Oath adminiftered and 
taken in all its legal Forms. 

Whatever Judgment may be paffed on my particular Conduft, I am yet happy that it has proved 
the Means of calling forth the inherent Virtue of my Countrymen, and difplaying to all the Powers 
and People of India, both the National Charafter and the National Conftitution, by fuchEftefts as 
have been unrecorded in their Hiftories, and arc fcarcc conceivable by their Habits of thinking. 

The Suddennefs of our Calamities, the Diftance of Afliftance, the Privation of cveij prefent 
Refourcc, the manifeft intereft which animated and impelled every Corps and every Individual to 
the Support of the common Caufc, and the Rapidity with which they rulhed to repel the common 
Danger, arc Fadfs of univerfal Obfervation, and will contribute more effcftua)ly to the Permanency 
of the Britilh Influence and Dominion, than the moft fplendid Victories obtained over Adverfaries of 
the higheft Reputation •, bccaufe it ftiews the Harmony which unites all the Parts of our Government, 
and their augmented Strength under the Comprefiion of external Violence •, and will be remembered 
as a moft llriking Example, which every Man concerned in its Operations will apply to his own 
Interefts and Feelings, that its greateft and moft fuccefsful Exertions have arifen out of the moft 
defperate Emergencies, and have fallen, in every fuch Inftance, with the moft dreadful ^Vengeance on 
the Heads of its Aggreffors. 

For the Senfe which I have entertained of the particular Conduct of the Officers who have 
diftinguilhed thcmfelves in the, late Service, 1 cannot exprefs myfelf in ftronger Terms than thofe 
of the following Extradl of my Letter to the. Board, dated the 39th of September, and Copy of 
one dated the 7 th of Oftober. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Governor General to the Board j 
dated 29th September 1781. 

“ I have forborne any particular Commands in this Place, referving them, where they will 
be more properly introduced, for my detailed Narrative. , Yet I cannot fupprefs, without a 
“ Violence to rpy own Feelings, the Teftimony which is due, efpccially from me, to the unex- 
“ ampled Zeal and public Spirit of all our Officers, and the wonderful Aftivity with which thefe 
‘‘ Qtialitics were difplayed on tht late Occafion. I have already acknowledged the early Exer- 
tions which were made by Colonel Blair, daring my former fhort and calamitous Refidence at 
Benares. Of Major Po{?ham I cannot fay lufficient to exprefs my Senfe of his Services. 
“ Though my Letters were every where intercepted, Colonel Morgan, with a Decifion and So- 
licitude that refleft equal Credit upon his Charafter, detached Major Crabb with his Party to 
my Affiftance, on the firlt and inftant Rumour of my Situation. Colonel Sir John Cumming, 
“ with the like Alacrity obeyed the Or^er for his March to Cawnpoor *, as did Colonel Ahmuty, 
‘‘ in the immediate Difpatch of Major Crawford and the Troop of Cavalry. The fame Spirit 
“ animated every Officer of every Corps, and infufed itfelf into the Men under their Command, 
‘‘ with an Etieft fo far exceeding the common Occurrences of human Affairs, that in the complete 
Space of One Month, this great and. valuable Province, which had been fuddenly and wholly 
loll, was in Subllance wholly recovered tp the Britifl^ Empire. 

“ I am, 

Sir, &c.*’ 

Copy of a Letter from the Governor General to the Board j dated the 7th Odlober. 

‘‘ 'riiaveyad* frequent Occafions to exprefs, in public Orders, the higheft Approbation of the 
Zeal, Spirit, and good Cotiduft exerted by all the Officers and Troops, in all the late Opera- 
tions for reducing this rebellious Zemrndarry to Obedience. Several of the Officers have merited 
‘‘ and received particular Thanks by Name^ and it would give me the greateft Satisfadlion to 
“ diftinguifli and reward ^ach Individual in Proportion to his Station and Services. J 3 ut as no 
Government is poffeffed of the Means of fuch diffufive Recompertce, ir muff be unavoidably 
‘‘ confined to thoi'e. whofe elevated Ranlj: or peculiar Situation affords them Opportunities of laying 
immediate Cl.hm to* the more’ honorary or beneficial, Teftimojiies' of public Gratitude. But llicli 
‘‘ 'rdlimonies, whilff rhoy ‘are ‘ in ' Poffeffion of Perfons in fnperior Rank, give Hopes to, and 
“ excite the l\mulation of, thofe alfo who are in the inferior : And thus, by well-timed andjudi- 
cious Rewards, the Profperity of the State and the Interefts of its Servants are united. 

“ It is on this Principle that I requefl Permiffion to folicit the Confidcration of the Board, for 
“ an honourable Rccompence to the Two Officers who have been firft in Rank, and moft confpi- 
cuoLis in Services, doling the Commotions in the Diftrift. 

Lieutenant Colonel Blair, who commanded at Chunargur from the Day of the fatal Cata- 
ffrophe in this Town, manifefted a general Zeal for the public Intereils, and for my Safety, 
above all Confiderations for his own. livery Requifition which I made to him was inftantly 
“ complied with ; and he fent me a Reinforcement of a Battalion of Sepoys, at a Time when he had 
“ the Itrongeft Grounds to believe that an Attack would be made on his own Garrifon, which it 
“ was incapable of fuftaining. 

‘‘ It is perhaps fcarce Icfs meritorious in Colonel Blair, to have not only fubmitted without re- 
“ pining to the Preference of an inferior Officer to a Command of fuch Importance within the 
Limits 9/ his own, but to have affiftcd and co-operated with that Officer, with as much Alacrity 
as if the Succefs was to have redounded to his own Honour. 

‘‘ This is not the firff Occafion on which the Attention of the Board has been called to the dif- 
tinguifhed Merit anil Services of Major Popham. They have been again moff happily exerted in 
his prefent_Cornmand, for the Safety and Intereffs of the Company, in a very perilous Situation: 
“ 1 have bcc.'i, in a iManner, an Eye Witnefs of them. I wilh to exprefs, and to fhew, my Senfe of 
them, but 1 want Language for the firft, and Means for the latter. 

As, from the Knowledge which I have of the Charafters of Lieutenant Colonel Blair and Major 
‘‘ Popham, I am certain that the moft honourable Reward will be to them the moft acceptable one, 
“ I beg Leave to propofe, that they be promoted by Brevets to the Rank immediately above that 
“ which they at prefent refpeftively hold ; that is, Lieutenant Colonel Blair to the Rank of Colonel, 
and Major Popham to the Rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

“ This Preferment, whilft it is an honourable Diftinftion to thefe Officers, cannot be deemed an 
‘‘ Injury to their Seniors, as their Promotion will not be thereby retarded, they may be always 
employed on feparate Service, and their Rank will not be affefled, when they rife in the regular 
“ Courfe of Succeffion. 

‘‘ The Company owe fo much to the eminent Services of Major Popham, that I may think it 
** incumbent upon me, at a future Period, to recommend him to their further Confidcration. 

Sup, Sel. Com. Rep, II. G ‘‘ Whilft 
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anMl Ls„ppli» of P^oifion. -.hich h. 
'®^?tff 5 "'lohoCom.piog liWfe .moved with .h. ?■";?« S“o 7 to 

ife’£w.a^‘igS;fg“f£sal!Ss 

withftaftding the CaUmiti^ which have produced them. 


Chunar, 

ift December 178.1. 
(Signed) 


“ I have the Hpnour to be, &c. 

“ (Signed) Warren Haftings. 


Warren Haftings. 


P. S. I have divided the APP«P‘^i* T.wo Parts t 
tainintp my Inftruftions on Points foreign “dj** 
j[Hidf(»&ich haying, hccoialrcafiy iepat^wly detaued 
.preferred this Method of ann^ing them to K, 
Order of tlicir Dates in the Narrative. Tp ^hele 
at the Court of the Nabob Vizier, cornpnfing a 
Pergunnahs of Gorookpoor andJBaieccb, add tn 
d the Nabob of.Owdl 


the Firft confifts of Papers which con- 
the immediate Subjeft of the Narrative, 
in Letters addreffed to the Board, I have 
havii« referred to them in the propef 
I ha« added a Letter from the Refidcnt 
diftinft Narrative of the Rebellion in the 
the City pf Fyzabad, in the Dominions 


The Second Part contains official Letters and other Bpers, which form .a connedtod 
JJeties of the Events and ^Proceedings recorded ip the .Narwuve. 
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Letter to the Governor Generd and Council, dated the 29th November 1781, refpeiSiing 
the Governor General’s Agreement with the Vizier. 

Copy of the Agfcftnent concluded by the Governor General with the Vizier, on the 19th 
of September 1781. 

Minute from the Governor General, explanatory of his Agreement with the Vizier. 
Cofpy of< the. Agreement ma(k by iIk Vizier with the Governor General. 

Minute explanatory of the Agroement made by the Vizier with the Governor General. 
Second Minute from the Governor General, containing his Anfwers to polllble Objeflions 
to be made againft the feveral Parts of his Agreement with the Vizier. 

Letter of laftruAions from 'the Governor General to the Refident at the Vizier’s Court, 
dated Chunar, a^d September 2781. 

N* 2. A* Letter to the Governor General-and Council, dated ift November 1781, refpeding the 
Eftabliflhiment of Polke and Courts of Judicature in the Town of Benares. 

N* 2. B. Co^ of the -Plan for the Eftabliihment of Police and Courts of Judicature in the 
Town of Aenares. 

N* 2. C. Eftablifhment allqtted -for the different Departments under the Chief Magidrate of 
Benares. 

N* 3. A. Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 21ft November 1781, refpeft- 
ing the ^ttlement of the Zemindary of Benares, &c. 

N* 3. B. AbAcad Account of the annual Jumma of the Zemindary of Rajah Cheit Sing, for 
1188, including the Jaeheers allowed to the Farmers. 

N* 3. C. A particular Account^of the Revenue of -Benares, &c. for the Year 1 1 84. 

N* 3. D. Abftra^t Account of the Revenue of Benares, &c. for the Year 11 84. 

N* 3. E. Account Particulars of the Revenue of Benares, &c. for the Year 11 88. 

N* 3. F. AbftraA Account of the Revenue of Benares, &c. for the Year ii88. 

N* 3. G. Account of the Revenues of Ghazipoor. 

N® 3. H. Form of the general Settlement concluded by the Governor General with Mchip- 
narain. 

N* 3. I. Abftra6t of Allowances paid for-the Support of diftrciTed Families, and Men of Piety 
and Learning *, and Copy of the Governor General’s Refolution on this Subjedt. 

N* 3. K. Paper relative to a Grant of certain Villages to the Fakcers of the Maeburrah of Shaw 
Cpfllm Sulimany, and Shaw Waffel, at Chunar. 

N* 3. L. Tranflation pf the Pottah granted to Rajah Mehipnarain. 

N* 3. M. Copy of ihc Cabooleat executed by Rajah Mehipnarain. 

N* 3. N. Kiftbundee for the current Yearj2 89. 

N* 3. O. l^bundce for the current Year 1190, and/or ever. 

N* 3. P. Agreement of Rajah Mehipnarain for Payment of the Arrears of the Year 1188, by 
the aAual Colledlions. 

N* 3. Qj Ptqjer of Requefts prefented tp the Governor General by Rajah Mehipnarain, with the 
Governor Generm’s Anfwers annexed. 

N* 4. A. Copy of a Letter from the Governor General and Council to Colonel Muir, dated 
29th Auguft 1782. 

N* 4. B. D* from D* to D*, dated the loth September 1781. 

N* 4. C. Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General to the Governor General and Council, 
^ted 22d October 1 781. 

N* 4. D. Copy of a Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated 25th November iy8 1, 
relocating the Appointment of Meflrs. Anderfon and Chapman. 

N*4. E. Tranuation of the Treaty concluded by Colonel Muir with Madajce Scindia, on tht 
I gth of October 1 78 1. 

N* 4. F, Copy of the Inftrudtions given to Mr. Anderfon, on the 4th November 1781. 

N*4. G. Copy of the Inftroftions given to Mr. Chapman, on the 2Zth November 1782. 

R* 5, Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated 2zd November 1 78 1, -rerpefting the 
new Regulations for the CoUedtion of the Cultoms within the Zemindary .<^ Benares. 

9 N*6. 


N*2. a. 

N* I. B. 

N* I. C. 
N* I. D. 
N* 2. E. 
N* I. F. 

N* 2. G. 
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N* 6. Letter troni the Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier, containing a Relation of the 
Rebellion in Gooruckpoor, &c. 

N' 7. A, l>an(lation of a Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Zemindary of Benares, 
&c. by the Governor General and Council. 

N” 7. B. Tranllation of a Pottah for the fame. 

N° 7. C. 'I'ranQation of his Cabuleat for the fame. 
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Memomiilmii. fhe Numkrs from 19/043 incltiftve, are mifplaced through Miftake in copying-, 
but as they all relate to the fame Series of franfatlions, it was not judged of Confequence to cor- 
reH their Arrangement, 


Minute of Council of ~ 

Arzic of Rajah Cheit Sing, received 
Minute of Council of “ 

Arzie of Rajah Cheit Sing, received — 

Arzie of Rajah Cheit Sing, received 
D® D®, received ~ ~ 

Minute of Council of ~ ~ 

Minute of Council of 2d November — 
Letter to Major Popham ~ 

Letter from Major Popham — 

Return of Killed and Wounded at Showalla. 
Subftance of an Order — “ 

Lid of Englifh Gentlemen at Benares 
(General Order — ” 

Letter to the Nabob Vizier — - 

l-.etter to Major Moles Crawford — 

Letter to Mr. Middleton — 

L^etter to Colonel Morgan ~ 

Letter to 1 jcutcnant Colonel Blair 
Letter to Captain Mayaffre — 

Letter to Captain Blair — 

Letter from Captain MayafiVe — 

Letter to Captain IBair — — 

Letter to J aeutenant Colonel Blair 
Letter to Captain Blair — 

Letter to 1)“ — 

Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Blair — 
I.etter to D® D® ~ 

1 .etter to Major Eaton — • — 

L.etfer to Captain Blair ~ — - 

Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Blair — 
Letter from Captain Blair — — 

Letter from Captain Blair — 

Letter from Captain Blair — 

Letter from Captain Blair — 

Letter from Captain Blair — 

Letter from Captain Blair — 

Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Blair 
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Blair 
Purport of a Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing. 

Letter fiom Major Eaton ■— 

Subftance of a Letter from Hurry Buddur Pundit 
Letter to Colonel Morgan — 

Letter to Colonel Gumming — 

Letter to Major Mofes Crawford — 

General Orders — — 

Letter from Lieutenant Polhill — 

Letter to Major Moles Crawford — 


July 


dated 15th Auguft 
dated i8thAugua 


dated 19 th 
. 2lft 
22d 
*— 23d 
dated 
dated 2.:^d 
dated 25th 
dated 15 th 
dated i6th 
dated 16th 
dated 17th 
dated 1 8th 
dated 18 th 
dated 19th 
dated 19th 
dated zotli 
dated 20th 
dated 20th 
dated 20th 
dated zotli 
dated 17th 
dated i8th 
dated 19th 
dated 19 th 
dated 19th 
dated 20th 
dated 20th 
dated 21 It 

dated 19th 
received 24th 
dated' 26th 
dated 26th 
dated 26th 
dated 26th 
dated 23di 
dated 26th 


Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

zVugult 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 


Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 

Auguft 
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778. 

779 - 

779 - 
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780. 

780, 
7 So, 
7S1. 

781. 

781. 
781. 
781. 
78.. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
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781. 
781. 
781. 
7S1. 
781. 
7S1. 
781. 
78 i. 
781. 
7S1. 
781. 
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781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
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781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
78 1. 
781. 
Letter 
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Letter to Lieutenant PoJhill -- — 

Letter to Major Eaton — — — 

Letter to Lieutenant Polhill — — 

Letter to Edward Whelcr, Efquirc — — 

Letter to Major Mofes Crawford, or Lieutenant Colonel 
Ahmuty — — — 

Letter to Colonel Muir — — — 

Letter to Major James Crawford — — 

Letter to Colonel James Morgan — — : 

Letter from Major Mofes Crawford •— *— 

Letter from Lieutenant Polhill -- — 

Letter from Lieutenant H. F. Balfour — — 

Letter to Edward Wheler, Efquirc — 

Letter to Colonel Morgan, — — 

Letter from Major Popham •— — 

Letter from Captain Blair — — 

Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Blair from Lieutenant Pi- 
gott — — 

Letter to Major Mofes Crawford — - — 

Letter to Colonel Morgan — 

Letter from Mr. Middleton — ■ —• 

Letter to Edward Wheler, Efquirc — 

Letter from Colonel James Morgan — — 

Letter from Colonel Morgan ~ — • 

Letter from Major Eaton — — 

Arzie from Rajah Cheit Sing — — 

Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing to Benaranj Puridit. 

Letter from Mr. Barnett — — — 

Letter to the Nabob Vizier — -7- — 

Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing — — 

Letter from Colonel Morgan — — 

General Orders — — , — . 

Letter to Colonel Morgan •— — 

Letter from Mr. Gr®me ■— _ 

Letter from Major Mofes Crawford — ■— 

Letter to Colonel Muir — — 

Letter to Edward Wheler, *— 

Letter to Major Mofes Crawford — “ 

Letter to Colonel Sir John Cumming — — 

Letter to Colonel Morgan — — 

Letter from Colonel Cumming — — • — 

Letter to Major Popham — 

Letter to Major Eaton — 

Letter to Edward Whelcr, Efquirc — — 

General Orders — — 

Letter from Colonel Morgan — — 

Letter to Colonel Morgan — — 

Letter from Mr. Barnet — — — 

Letter from Captain Macdonald to Mr. Middleton — 
Letter to Mr. Barnett — 


Letter to Major Popham — — dated 20th September 17 H i 

Letter to Edward Wheler, Efquirc — — d.ucd 20th September 178 1 

Letter from Colonel Ahmuty — — dated 29th Auguft 178 i 

Letter from Major Popham — — dated 20th September 1781 

Journal of a March over the Bende Hills from Chunargur to Luttcclpwr, written hjr 

Major Crabb — — dated from 1 5th to the 2 ill September 1 78 1 


dated 26th .Allgull 1781. 
dated 26th Auguft 1781. 
dated 27th Auguft 1781. 
dated 27th Auguft 1781. 

dated 28th Auguft 178 1. 
dated 29th Auguft i 78 i, 
dated 29th Auguft 1781. 
dated 30th Auguft 1 78 i. 
dated 31ft Auguft t 781. 
dated 3 i ft Auguft 1781. 
dated 28th Auguft 178 j, 
dated 31ft Auguft i 781. 
dated i ft September 1781. 
dated 3d September i 78 i. 
dated 4th September 1781. 

4th September 1781. 
dated 4th Septeinber 1 78 1. 
dated 4th September 178 i. 
dated 29th Auguft 1781. 

• dated 4th September 1 78 t. 
dated 29th Auguft i 78 1. 
dated 30th Auguft i 78 1. 
dated 30th Auguft 178 i. 
received 5th September 1781. 

dated 5th September i 781. 
dated 6th September 1781. 
dated 23d September 178K 
dated 4th September 1781. 
dated 8ch September 1 78 1. 
dated 8th September 1 78 1. 
dated 4th September 1 78 1. 
dated 9th September 1781. 
dated loth September 1781* 
dated i ith September i 78 r. 
dated i7tK September 1781, 
dated 1 3th September 1 78 i. 
dated 13th September 178 1. 
dated 7th September 1781, 
dated 15th September 1781. 
dated 18th September 1781. 
dated i8th September 1781. 
dated i 8th September 1 78 1. 
dated 15th September i 781. 
dated 19th September 1781. 
dated 1 8th September 1781. 
dated Qtli September 1781. 
dated 19th September 1781. 
dated 20tli September 178*. 
dated 201 h September 1781. 

dated 29th Auguft 178 i. 
dated zoth September 1781. 


Letter from Major Crabb — — 

Return of Killed and Wounded in the Attack of Pateeta — 
Letter to Edward Wheler, Efquirc — ~ 

Letter from Captain Blair — — 

Letter to Major James Crawford •— — 

Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty — — 

Letter from Captain Blair— Journ^l.of Major Crabb^s Expe- 
dition — — 

General Orders ~ — 1 — 

Letter from Major Popham — _ _ 

Letter from Mr. Graeme, and Enclofure — — 

Letter from Major Crabb ^ . — 

Letter from D* — 
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dated 25th September r 78 j. 
dated 20th September i 78 1. 
dated 22d September 1781. 
dated 21 ft September I 78 I. 
dated 22d September 1781. 
dated 22d September 1781. 

dated 29th September i - 8 1. 
dated 22d September j 781. 
dated 2 2d Sc(>tembcr 1781. 

dated 19th Auguft 
dated 21ft September 1781. 
dated 21ft September 17S1. 

1J4. Letter 
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114. Letter from D* — • 

115. Return of Killed and Wounded, &c 

Crabb ■” 

It 6, Letter from Major Balfour — 

1 1 7. General Orders — - *” 

1 1 8. Tranllation of Proclamation ilTued by the Governor 

119. Letter to Major Crabb — *“ 

1 20. Letter to Colonel Morgan — — 

121. Letter from Colonel Morgan •— — 

122. Letter from Mr, Gra:me — 

1 23. Letter from Major Lucas to Mr. Grteme 

124. Tranflation of a Letter found in Lutteefpoor — 

125. Letter to Edward Wheler, Efquire •— 

126. Letter from Captain Blair — • — 

127. Letter to Edward Wheler, Efquire — -- 

128. Letter from Major Naylor — ~ 

129. General Orders — — 

130. D* — — • — 

13 1. Letter from Dr. Thomas — 


— — dated 23d September 178,, 


of the Detachment commanded 


roer 17 
by Ma 


ajor 


dated aoih September 1781. 

— dated 23d September 178, [ 

— dated 24th September 1781. 
General — 25th September 1781 1 

— dated 25th September 1781. 
— - dited 47tb September 1781. 

— dated 27tb September 1 78 1. 

— . dated 2ift Oftober 1781. 

— dated i 8th Oilober 1781. 
• — dated 6th Oftober 1781. 

— dated. 7th OSober 1781. 

— dated 8th Odober 1781. 

— dated 1 3 th October 1781, 

— dated 1 3th Odober 1 78 1. 

— dated 19th 0£tQber -1 781. 

— dated 8th November 1781. 

— dated 1 8th 06 lober 1781. 


LIST of AFFIDAVLTS, with the general Sufeged 

of their Contents. 


N*i. FIRST PARCEL; containing, viz. 

I ft. Affidavit of Mdor Eaton, commanding the Fort of Buxafi 

2d. A. Letter from Major Eaton to Thomas Graham, Efquire, Refident at Benares, dated 
23d May 1779* complaining of the dirafte^ied Gonduiftof Rajah Cheit Sing 
and his Officers, and of Enormities cotnthitted by thelatten 

3d, B. Letter from' Major Eaton to Francis Fpwke, Efqpire, Refident at. Benares, dated 
3d NoVemfaw 1780, upon the fame Subjed. , 

4th. C. IjCtter from Mr. Fowke, dated 8th November, in anfwer to the preceding, ex- 
preffing that he had no H6 m of obtaining Redrew. 

5th. D. Letter fiom Major Eaton to Francis Fbwkc, Efqgire, dated 17th November 1780, 
reprefenting the Aflaulc made by the Zemindar of Beerpoor on Enfigp Ballet, 
and the genetal Enormities of the Zemindars of the Jurifdidlion of Rajah Cheit 
Sing- 

6ih, E. Letter from Major Eaton to the Board, more circumftantial, on the fame Sub- 
jects ; Date omitted. 

N* 2. SECOND PARCEL, containing 

lit. A. Major Palmer’s Affidavit of the declared Intentions of die Governor General towaids 
Rajah Cheit Sing. 

2d. B. Atteftation of David Anderfon, Efquire, to the fame EffeCt. 


N* 3. THIRD PARCEL, conflfting of 

TranliCtlons at Bbxar and Benares, between the 9th and 21ft Agguft lySt, and the Infur- 

reCtion of Gorookpoor, itc, 

ift. Affidavit of Captain Davy, Perfian Tranflator to the Governor General. 

2d. I a. Declaration of Hyder Beg Cawn : Correfpondence with Cheit Sing, and othef 
Matters. 

3d. 2 a. Affidavit of Moonlhy Gore Perlaud : His Imprifonment and Sufftrings : Ladders 
made for the AlTaulc on the Governor General’s Quarters. 

4th. 3 a. Affidavit of’ Hurryam Pundit : Forces which attended Cheit Sing to Btnlar. 
sth. 4 a. Affidavit of Jewtn Ram Moonlhy : Maffacrc at Showald. 

6th. 5 a. Affidavit Blflien Sing^; His own Sufftrings. 

, tqtH; 
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^th. 6 a, Affidavit of Moonffiy Patnimiil.: Proflamotion at Benares againft Prote6lloji 'of 
Englifh Gentlemen, on Pain of Death and Forfeiture of Property. 

■ . , ' y. ai, ASWavit of Moooffiy Gortpcrfaud'^TJjc fame in Subftance-as the foregoing, 

9th. 8 a. Affidayit of Doond Sing, Commandant-Attempt of the Rajah’s Brother to 
fcducc him from the Company’s Service, in February 1781, 
tothb 9;a. Affidavit of Mnonfljy Mahmund Moraud — Mutiny of Captain Williams’s 
Sepoys,. 

Mtii'i 'lOi' a, Affidavit of Doond Sing, Commandant— Infurre&ions in Gorookpoor) &c, 
latb. II ai Affidavit of Ahlaud Sing, SUbadar— The fame Sui^ft. 

, ; IS- •i Affidavit of Danno Sing Subadar— ’The fame Subj^. 

14th. 13 a. Affidavit of Ram Sing jemautdar— The fame Subjed. 
i^hv 14 a; Affidavit of Kundeall Sing, Commandant— -The fame Subjeft, 

■ liStb. 15 a. Affidavit of Bcij Sing, Sub«dar— The fame Subjeft. 
i^tht 16 at Affidavit of Merumraoonfliy— 'The fame Subjeff. 

iSth; 17 at, Affidavit-of Meet Ahmud Ally, Subadar— ‘The fame Subjefl. 

■ I9lbi^ iS'aj Solemn Dcclaratioo of Ranny Goiaub Koower— Preparations made at Ram- 

nagur for attacking the Governor General ip his Qiiarters— -Difafrcfliori 
of Raja Cheit Sing. 

20th, 19 ». Affidavit of Gudrauje Sing, Killidar of Ramnagur— Murder of Mr. Hooker 
— Deftgn to attack the Governor General’s Quarters. 

K* 4. FOURTH P A R C E L $ viz. 

iffi A. Affidavit of Captain Davy, Perflan Trandator. 

ad. B. Affidavit of Hindoo Sine, Adjutant at Buxar— Attempts of the Rajah’s Brother to 
ieduce the Sepoys or the GJrf ifon— 'Infolcnces of the Zemindars— Force attend'* 

, . , . .ant on the Rajah at B.wcarf— Orders to reduce the Fort of Buxar— Aflault made 

on Enfrgn BaUett, and other Geatiemen< at Beefpoor. 


N*5. fifth PARCELi viz. 

. ife. A.> • Affidavit CaptsunDavy^Pcrfian Tranllatof. 
ad. B. Affidavit- of Siiink Mffimud Aumeen Meyheer, Commandant in Cheit Sing’s Ser^ 
vice— Lift* of Fbrew which' attended the Rajah to Buxar— Maflacre of Shewalla 
— Dcfign to attack the Governor General’s (garters at Benares— Lift of Forces 
in the Service of R^a Cheit Sing. 

3d. C. Affidavit of Sheik HolTein Olio, Jemutdar— Maflacre of Shewalla. 

4th. Dr Affidavit of Biffipn Sing,. Subahdar— The fame Subjeft, 

5th, '.E. Affidavit of Ruggoober Orderly— The fame Subjeft. 

* • 

N* 6. S I X t H F A R C E L 1 viz. 

ift. A. Affidavit of Captain Davy, Perfian Tranflatof. 

ad. B. Affidavit of Contoo Dofs— Proclamation ilTvicd at Benares, that whoever protciled 
the Englifti ffiould be puniflied. 


N*7. SEVENTH PARCEL-, viz. 

I ft. A. Affidavit of Captain Davy, Perflan Tranflator. 

ad. B. Affidavit of Dadjoo Sing and Gobindram Miffer, attefting the following Pcfwan- 
nahs. 

3d. C. Affidavit of Captain Davy, P. T. . . ... - , 

4th. N* I. Perwannah from Rajah Cheit Sing to Dadjoo Sing, to join him and cut off tlic 
Englifh. X 

5th. N* 2. Perwannah from D* to D* to join Futty Shaw. 


N* 8. EIGHTH P A R C E Lj viz, 

ift. A. Affidavit of Colonel Blair, commanding the Fort of Chunar, rcfpcaing falfc 
Intelligence, intended (as fuppofed) 10 prevent his fending Affiftance to the 
Governor General at Benares. 

ad. B. Affidavit of Captain M* Dougall, commanding a Battalion of Sepoys, detached 
to the Affiftance of the Governor General at Benares, containing fimilar and 
falfe Intelligence to the fame Effect. 
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Vg. NINTH PARCELj viz. 

Affidavits of Engliffi Gentlemen of the Inforreftion in Gorookpoor, &c their Conncaiort with the 
^ Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing, and other Matters. 


ift. A. 


A«d.vi. of N' 

onH Attachment of the Nabob 


2d. B. 


Sing, -mmanding the Ue«^ Nabob 

Zemindars, inciting t r,,n„ee— The l^iniftcrs of the Vizier’s Mother 
cnraoijge "cht'DIftBcaion— ABift iheir levying of Troops at Fyjabad for 

A«d*‘i7ie„.en.„. Coj^el 

ment of ihe 

^'.tk oSaio Gordon by Shomlhcfr Ca«n,' the Begum's Aomil-^ne^ 

mented by the Agen commanding a Battalion of Sepoys in the 

3d. C. Affid.™ of M;)o^ by Cheit Sing, eo. 

Xed% 8'8™‘ “• Fyo-'-'i-Toul Defeft.on of Fyaabad-Th. 

AWa'!i!''of Cap'tain'i?av?d*’williams, commanding a Battalion of Sepoys in the 
Vizier’s Service— Infurrcftion of Gorookpoor, &c. 

Sali^^lf’caSn^Tohn Gordon, commanding a Corps of Sepoys in the Nabob 
^Vizier’s LSice-Hollile Afts of Shumlheer Cawn, Aumil of the Viziers 
Mother, attributed to the Begum. 


4th. D. 


5th. E. 


N*io. TENTH PARCEL. 

.rt- A Affidavit of Jean Honore Mordelait, Private of the Cornpany of Chaffeurs, re- 
ift. A. Affida the Circumftances of the Maffaerc of his Comrades at Luteefpoor. 

N« II. ELEVENTH PARCEL. 

,ft A. Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay-Plan concerted by the Begum to fc- 
ducc from him his Followers, and to detain him at Fyzabad. 


A true Copy of the Narrative. 
J. P. Auriol, Sec’. 


(Signed) 


Warren Haftings. 


lO 


To 
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WlKkr> Efquire, Sec. Sec. tec. Councili Fort William. 

T MUST hi^e ^«cd|ode to jrcHjr Indutgcnce, on the OccaGon of every Report of Importance, for 
the Udhijr in trnnfmtttinn it. Many are the Caufes of thefe Delays, which I need not enumerate, 
as I art itfSM the jmnfciparSoftrer by them ; Indeed I am alrooft tempted to fay, that I Gnd a SuS- 
cfeiKty fof'(!te Occt^tioiii of esKjth 0 *y in the Evil thereof, and in a Thouland little Occurrences, lefs 
known hi a tegular Procefs of BuGnefs, which exad their Share of Attention, and pafa without any 
fubftantid'Bfl^^^It was for this principal Rcafon, that 1 have again Ibifted my Refidencc from Benares 
to diisTlikiie, where I ^11 hope for more Leifure to bring up a long Arrear of BuGnefs, than it 
would haVebeeii poffi^for me to have cleared if I had continued there. 

1 have rfo# to inform you my TranfadHons with the Nabob Vizier, durii^ his Ihort Stay at Chu« 
nar V thefe afo domprilcdlif the enclofcd Papers. 

N* I. Artidljs of Agieerteot condudedwith the Nabob Vizier. 

N* I. AandS. Explanation of the above Articles. 

N* a. Agreement of the Nabob Vizier. , 

N* . Rcafons for the above Agreement. 

N* 4. My Inftrudions to the Refident. 

5. Orders iflued in cbnfcquence of the Agreement, N* 1. 




The following are added as explanatory to the foregoing. 

N* 6. Eftimate of the temporary Brigade. 

N* 7. EftabliGiment and Eftimace of the Charges of the Nabob Vizier’s Arfenal. 

N* 8, Eftablifliment and Eftimatd of the Expcnces of Three Battalions of Sepoys, under the 
Command of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay. 

N* 9. Eftablifliment and Eftimatc of the Expcnces of the Nabob Vizier’s Body Guard. 

N*io. Eftabliftimem and Eftimate of Two Battalions of Sepoys, under the Command of Captain 
Olborne, now of Major Clark. 

N*ii. Eftimate of the general Difburfements made by Mr. Wombwell, Paymaftcr and Auditor of 
Britilh Troops in the Service of the Nabob Vizier. 

I have alluded to the general Reafons which have prevented me from tranfmitcing the Reports of my 
Proceedings to the Board with Punduality. 1 am obliged to add a fpecial Caufe for the prefent 
Inftance i which is, that the ReGdent having carried with him all the authentic Papers relating to this 
BuGnefs to Lucknow, I have Gnce waited both for them and for the preceding Eftimates, which arc yet 
incomplete, though Efficient for general Elucidation. 

To the Copy of the Articles of Agreement, N* i, I have added the Papers N* 1. A, B, C. which 
will fully explain my Reafons for the feveral Articles j and to theft I beg Leave to refer you. Upon 
the Whole, generally, I have only toobferve further, that the Agreement was drawn up from a Series 
of Requifitions prefented to me by the Nabob, to whom I was happy in the OccaGon of making fuch a 
Return for the uncommon Inftance of Fidelity and Attachment which he had recently (hewn to our 
Government, by an inftant and unqualiGed AlTent to each Article. This was done verbally in his Pre* 
fence. And in like Manner 1 requeft;ed and obtained his Acquiefcence in the ftiort Condition which 
followed mine. 1 conGdered the Subjedof his Requefts as eftential to the Reputation of ourGovern- 
ine;it, and no lefs to our Intereft than his j and if the ReGdent performs his Duty in the Execution of 
my Inftruflions, the Nabob’s Part of the Engagement, by a Gnguiar InverGon of their Purpofes, in 
both Inftances will prove of ftill greater BencGc to him than to our Government, on whofe Bchaif it 
WM exacted. 

1 have the Honour to be, 

Cbunar, with the greateft Efteem, 

Z9th November 1781. Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

A true Copy. (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


'The Nabob Vizier ui Mummalie Afeph ul Dowlah Afeph Jaw Cawn Behadre, having repeatedly N® I. B, 
and urgently r^refented, that he is unable to fupport the Expcnces of the temporary Brigade Cavalry 
and Englifh Omeers, with their ^attalions, as well as other. Gentlemen, who are now paid by him 
under the Denomination of Sebundy, &c. &c. and havingvib'adeiTondry Requefts to that and other 
Purpofes I'and as the Conftancy and FirmnCft of his Alliance with' theCompany entitle him to every 
ConGderation and )leUef that may depend upon us; I, Wiii^ Haftings, Governor General, 

Imadot Dowlah’ Jelladit Jue^ Bahadre, &c. &c-. on Behalf of the Governor ^neral and Council, 
have agreed to the under-mentioned Articles, this 19th Day of September, in the Year of our Lord 
17^ coftefponding to the laft of Ramzan 1 195 of the Hidjcrie. 

■ Str». StL. Com.'Rip. II. I 

> 


ift. That 



A 
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, ft. That the temporary ^ 

Nabob’s Account for the Year j for which, together with all former Ar- 

is required for their pafling the Nabob s Bj Englifli Officers, with their 

rears, their ufual Pay and Allowances arc t . . njgpt»s office, now upon the Nalwb's 

Sebundy Battalions, and other Pg ® Arrears being paid up with the Addition of 

Nabob ,h.o .ha Number of Europaan Arullary 

»i.h rha ]a.a Nabob Shuj.h ul Do«lah, nova paid for a. .ha Ra.a of a^^ Ru^gr Momh 
to ..hich is now .o be added Ona Rag, man. of Sepoys of .h. prefant EftaW.lbman. eip.al.ly 
for.ha l>urpofaofp.o.a£fing tha Olfica, Treafury, and Perlon ofshe ReOdent a. euckmw w 

Pay and Allow^ce. of «hkh .0 o«« f-™ 'Th°L i“"hs Tha Brigade «. be Ifa. 

riST™.edv.ha.eve. .he Nabob lh.Udi.eff, in .he M"*' Pf 

n .hrca amnada AK.oold .he Affiftance of .he Nabob’s Troop, be .e,u„«l by .ha 
Company, .hair Pay and Allowances, as msy ha .hen agreed upon, be allowed during ilia 1 ime they 

"’’adirTha. as area. DiUrafs ha, arifan to rha N'abob’s Govarnman. from the Military Power and 
Dominion affumecl by the TaRuierdars, he be permuted to refumc Inch as he may find ncccffary, with 
a Rcl'crve, that all fuch for the Amount of whofe jaguiers the Company are ^arantees, 
cafe of the Refumption of their L.ands, be paid the Amount of their net Collcdlions, through the 

*^^2dly"^’ That as^ Fayzufa Khawn has, by his Breach of Treaty, forfeited the Proteaion of the Eng- 
lilh Government, and caufes, by his Continuance in his prefent independent State, great Alarm and 
Detriment to the Nabob, he be permitted, when Time fliall fuit, to refume his Lands, and pay httn 
in tLey, through the Uefident, die Amount ftipulated by Treaty, after deduaing the Amount and 
Charges of the Troops he ftands engaged to furnifti by Treaty Amount (hall be paflTed to 

the Account of the Company during the Continuance of the prelent War. 

a.thlv That no Enelifh Refident be appointed to Forrukabad, and the prefent one recalled, 

cthly That the Treaties made between the Englilh and the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla be rati- 

fied between the prefent Parties, as far as may be confident with ffie above-wntten Articles j and 
that no Officers, Troops, or others, be put upon the Nabob’s Eftabhlhment, exclufive of thofc herem 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. (L. S.) 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 

The Nabob Vizier Ulmumalie Afof ul Dowlah, Afoph Jah Scheyah Cawn Bchadre, having rc- 
oeatediv and urRently reprefented, that he is unable to fupport the Expences of the temporary Brigade, 
Lvilrv and pSjlilh Officers, with their Battalions, as well as the other Gentlemen, who now arc paid 
bv hini under the Denomination of Sebundy, &c. and having made fundry Requefts to that and 
other Purnofes • and as the Conftancy and Firmncfs of his Alliance with the Company entitle him to 
every Conlidcration and Relief that may depend upon us ; I, Warren Haftings, Governor General, 
Imad ul Dowlah, Jelladit Jung Behadre, &c. on behalf of the Governor General and Council, have 
aarced to the undermentioned Articles, this 19th Day of September, in the Year of Our Lord 1781, 
correl'ponding to the laft Day of Ramzan 1195 of the Hidjerec. 


ift. That the temporary Brigade and the 
Regiments ot Cavalry be no longer charg- 
ed to the Nabob’s Account for the Year 
Fuffullie 1189, excepting a Term o( Two 
and an Half Months, which is required for 
ihcir pairing the Nabob’s Boundaries, and 
for which, together with all former Arrears, 
their ufual Pay and Allowances are to be 


I ft. The Introduflion to the Agreement contains 
Reafons in Support of this Article, which arc incontro- 
vertible. The Vizier declares. That he is ablolutely 
unable to defray the Expence of thefe Troops. This 
Plea alone, if the FaA be admitted, will be allowed to 
be conclufive. But the Vizier urg s our additional 
Claim to this Indulgence, and to every other in the 

their uluai ray a..u - Power of our Government to ffiew him, from the Fi- 

made eood Alfo, the Englifh Officers with dclity and Attachment which he has unvariably mam- 
heir Sebundy Battalions, and other Gentle- fefted to the Company, and which was remarkably cx- 
men excepting the Rcfident’s Office, now emplified in the late alarming Conjundurc, when every 
uDon the Nabob’s Lift, be no longer at his Art was employed to (hake his Conftancy, and to cn- 
" _ o- .u- A gage him in Mcafures which would have been produc- 

tive of the mod fatal Conlfauences. 

Thefe Arguments, though confined to the Rights 
and Intcrcfts of the Nabob, will be allowed a complete 
Juftification of this Engagement : But 1 have others to 
offer in Support of it, aftefting with equal Force the In« 

- . /jsq whatever 

Cauics 


Charge for the year 1189, the Arrears 
being paid up with the Addition of Two 
Months Allowances. The true Meaning 
of this being, that no more Troops be 
paid for by the Nabob than the Number 

of Europeans, Artillery, and Sepoys agreed ■ 'r u ^ 

for under the Title of One Brigade, with terefts and Security of the Company, 
* ,0 the 
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the late Nabob, Shujah ul Dowlab, now Caufes it may be attributed, it is certain that we do not 
paid for at the Rate of 2,60,000 Rupees at prefent reap tfiofc Advantages which we promifed 
per Month, to which is now to be added ouifelvcs, and which we atlirft derived, from the Inlli- 
One Regiment of Sewys of the prefent tution of the temporary Brigade. The adual DiA)urfe- 
EftabliChmcnt, exprclsly allowed for the ments of it have fallen upon our own Funds ; and wc 
Purpofe of protcdting the Office, Trcafury, fupport a Body of Troops, ellabliaied folely for the Dc- 
and Perfon of the Refident at Lucknow j fence of the Nabob’s Pofleffion^, at our own Expence. 
the Pay and Allowances of which are to It is true, that we charge the Nabob with this Expence • 
commence from the ift of Aughun next, but the large Balance already due from him, fhews 
at the Rate of Rupees 25,000 per Month, too juftly the little Profpeft there was of difcngagin<^ 
The Regiment to be relieved every Three ourfelves from a Burthen which was daily addinS 
Months. The Brigade to be Rationed or to our Diftrefles, and muft foon become infuppor° 
moved wherefoever the Nabob fhall direft, able, although it were granted that the Nabob’s 
in the Mode preferibed in the former Debt thus fuffered to accumulate might at fomc 
Treaty with the Nabob Vizier, dcceafcd. future Period be liquidated. Our immediate Wants 
And finally. That whenever the Nabob arc too preffing, and our. Means of fupplying them 
Vizier fliall require a further Aid of too limited, to admit of fuch a Drain from our Funds, 
Troops from the Company, the Pay and as is caufed by the current Difburfements of the 
Allowances fhall commence from the Day temporary Brigade-, and their Recall, on that Ground 
of their pafling the Caramnafla. Alfo, alone, would be indilpcnfable. In flmrt, the Exiftence 
Ihould the Affiftance of the Nabob’s of this Corps added confiderably to a Debt, which 
Troops be required by the Company, their might never be realized, and intolerably to our current 
Pay and Allowances, as may then be Expences; The Diflbluiion of it, in an ceconomical 
agreed upon, be allowed during the Time Light, will advance one great Objed of my Journey, 
they may ferve. which was to obtain inftant Relief to our pecuniary 

Diftrefles, which this Meafure will fubftantially efled 
! as foon »s the Redudion of the Corps withdrawn from 

the Stations of Futty Gur and Daranaghur takes place. 

Should the Nabob find his own Strength unequal to 
the Defence of his remote Dominions, and again re- 
quire our Aid for that Purpofe, wc fhall have a Right 
to preferibe our own Terms, and may fecure the cer- 
tain and regular Payment of the Troops, inllcad of 
receiving a fallacious Credit, and making the adual 
Expenditure our own. 

Notwithftanding the great Benefit which the Com- 
pany would have derived from fuch an Augmentation 
to their Military Force as thefe Troops conftituted, 
ready to ad on any Emergency, prepared and difei- 
plined without any Charge on the Comp.any, as the In- 
flitution profefled, until their adual Services fliould be 
required, I have obferved fome Evils growing out of 
this Syftcm, which in my Opinion more than counter- 
balanced thofe Advantages, had thefe been realized in 
their fulleft EflFcd. The remote Stations of thofe 
Troops placing the Commanding Officers beyond the 
Notice and Controul of the Board, afforded too much 
Opportunity and Temptation for unwarrantable Emolu- 
ments, and excited the Contagion of Peculation and 
Rapacity throughout the whole Army. A moft re- 
markable and incontrovertible Proof of the Prevalence 
of this Spirit, has been feen in the Court Martial upon 
Captain Erfkine } where the Court, compofed of Officers 
of Rank and refpedablc Charaders, unanimouffy and 
honourably, “ moft honourably,” acquitted him, upon 
an acknowledged Fad, which, in Times of ftrider 
Difcipline, would have been deemed a Crime deferving 
the fevereft Punifhment. 

In a political View, the Removal of thefe Stations 
will be of important Advantage, by contradmg our 
Frontier, and adding to our interior Security and De- 
fence. 

I requeft that the Board will take thefe Arguments 
into their ferious Confideration, and, if they are pleafed 
to allow them that Weight which they have had in ac- 
tuating my Condud, that they will confult the Com- 
mander in Chief upon the Redudion and Diftribution 
to be made of the Corps in queftion, that they may not 

remain 
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remain an unneceflary Burthen upon our Funds ; and 
upon fuch a Difpofuion of the Army in general as may 
be i'uitable to our prefent and future Situation in every 
probable Variation of ir, both foreign and domeftic. 

With refpeft to the Removal of the Company*^ Ser- 
vants, Civil and Military, from the Court and Service 
of the Vizier, I was adfuated folely by Motives of Juf- 
tice to him, and a Regard to the Honour of our na- 
tional Charader. In removing thofe Gentlemen, I di- 
minifh my own Influence, as well as that of my Col- 
leagues, by narrowing the Line of Patronage ; and I 
expofe myfclf to Obloquy and Refentment from thofe 
who are immediately affefled by the Arrangement, and 
the long Train of their Friends and powerful Patrons. 
But their Numbers, their Influence, and the enormous 
Amount of their Salaries, Pcnfions, and Emoluments, 
were an intolerable Burthen on the Revenues and Au- 
thority of the Vizier, and expofed us to the Envy and 
Refentment of the whole Country, by excluding the 
native Servants and Adherents of the Vizier from the 
Rewards of their Services and Attachment. 

Art. ad. That as great Diftrefs hasarifen The Mifehiefs to which the Nabob is expofed, from 
to the Nabob's Government from the mili- permitting a Number of rich independent Eftates, fup- 
tary Power and Dominion aflumtd by the porting a Body of military Tenants, to be maintained in 
Jagheerdars, he be permitted to refumc the Heart of the Country, are of the fame Nature 
luch as he may find neceflary ; with a Re- which we have recently experienced from the enormous 
ferve, that all luch for the Amount of Wealth and Influence of Rajah Cheit Sing ; and in facT:, 
whofe Jaghcers the Company arc Guaran- the Nabob did experience them alfo, and at the fame 
tecs, fliall, in cafe of the Refumption of Time, and from the fame Caufes. 
their Lands, be paid the Amount of their The Jagheers pofiefled by the Begums have enabled 
net Colledtions, through the Refident, in them to give frequent Difturbance to the Nabob’s Go- 
ready Money. vernment j and it can be well attefled that tliey prin- 

cipally excited and fupported the late Commotioiw in 
Gooruckpore, S<c. in Concert with Cheit Sing, and^bac 
they carried their Inveteracy to the Nabob and to the 
Englifh Nation fo far, as to aim at our utter Extirpation. 
By a Difpofuion fo malignant, and a Condud fo offen- 
five, and even dangerous to our Exillcnce, as have been 
manifclled by the Begums, without the fmallefl; Injury 
or Provocation on our Parts, they have forfeited all 
Claim to that Protedion which we afforded them, in 
exacting from the Nabob, at the Time Mr. Briftow 
affifled him in obtaining 30 Lacks of Rupees from 
them, on a Promifeto our Government that thofe Ladies 
fhould enjoy full Poirelfion of their Jagheers unmoleftcd. 
We have a Right to withdraw this Protedlion when they 
are no longer worthy of it, and to provide againft their 
Machinations by a ConcclTion of that Pledge 'Vvhich af- 
forded them the Means of injuring and diftrefling us. 

The Begums will I'ufll-r no adlual Lofs by the Re- 
fumptions of the Jagheers, (except of an Influence which 
they have invariably employed to the molt pernicious 
Furpofes againft one State which conferred, and another 
which fccured and protected them) fincc it is ftipulated 
that they Iball receive the Amount of the net Colledions 
of them in Money by the Hands of our Refident. 

Thefe Arguments will apply to the Situation of all 
the other Jagheerdars, though they may not to their 
adual Conduft or Difpofitions •, but as \Ve arc neither 
engaged for their Poircfllons, nor have any immediate 
Connexion with them, the Nabob fhould be left to the 
Excrcil'c of his own Authority and Pkafurc refpefting 
them. 

Art. 3d. That as Fayzula Khawn has. The Conduft of Fayzula Khawn, in refufing the Aid 
by his Breach of Treaty, forfeited the Pro- demanded, though not an abibliitc Breach of Treaty, 
teftion of the Engliftt Government, and was evalive and uncandid. The Demand was made for 

caufes, 6 5.0QO 
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caufcs, by his Continuance in his prefcnt in- 5,000 Cavalry. The Engagement in the Treaty is lite- 
dcpendent State, great Alarm and Detri- rally for 5,000 Horfe and Foot. Fayzula Khawn could 
mcnt to the Nabob, he be permitted, when not be ignorant that we had no Occalion for any Sue- 
Time Hiall fiiit, to relume his Lands, and couis of Infantry from him, and that Cavalry could be 
pay him in Money, through the Rcfident, of the mofl eircntial Service. So Icrupulous an Attcn- 
thc Amount ftipulated by Treaty, after de- tion to literal Expreflion, when a more liberal Intcrpre- 
diafting the Amount and Charges of the taiion would have been highly ul'eful and acceptable to us. 
Troops he ftands engaged to fiirnilh by flrongly marks his unfriendly Dilpofition, thoiigli it may 
Treaty; which Amount (Itall be palFed to not impeach his Fidelity, and leaves him little Claim to 
the Account of the Company during the any Exertions from us for the C'ontiiuiaiue of his 
Continuance of the p.rclent War. Jaghcers. But I am of Opinion, that neither the Vizier’s 

nor the Company’s Interelh would he proinute.l by de- 
priving Fayzula Khawn of liis Indcjiendency ; and 1 have 
therefore referved the Execution of this Aguement to 
an indefinite Term, and our Government may always 
interpofe to prevent any ill Elfcds from it. 


Art. 4th. That no Englifli Refident be I was glad to acquiefee in this Article, as it met my 
appointed to Furrukabad, and the prefenc own Wifhes of freeing the Nabob Mtizulicr Jung trom 
one recalled. that unwarrantable and opprclFive Rellraint winch lie 

has fo long endured from the Ufiirpations of the Couit 
of Lucknow, and from which he Has long and unfuc- 
celstully lolicited Relief of our Government. It was .1 
Subjeft of Dilficulty and Dclicary for us to interpofe in 
F'avour of Muzu-tfer Jung’s Rights, invaded by the 
Vizier; but in permuting a Rc/ident at furrukabad, 
for the expi'ds Purjiofe of leceiving the Afl’ignnu nts on 
that Coimtry, transferred tons by the Vizu-r, publirkly 
avowed and gave SaiKlion to all the Iniullice and In- 
jury complained of againlt tlie Servants of tlic Nabob, 
and opened a Loor for new ones ag.nnll our own. 

The Removal of Mr. Shec is an I.'.xainple whidi I 
have recommended to the Nabob to nniia.c ; to le.ivc 
Muzuffer Jung in the uncontrolled Exeicile of ins An- 
thority over the fmall Remains of Im Country ; and, if 
that little mult be (till liibjedt to a Tribute, that he 
may colleft and pay that Tribute himlelf. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


Having on my Behalf agreed to the Requifitions of the Nabob Vizier, without Diminution or Uc- N"i.D. 
icrve, I muft now repent the Requeft, which I before verbally made to him, that he will be pleafed 
to attend to fuch Propofals as I fhall have to make to him ; and to thefe I expedf Ins A (lent the more 
readily, as they have for their ultimate Objedl: his Intercll alone, that of the Company being no fur- 
ther concerned, than in the Influence which they will eventually have in the Payment of the Debt due 
from me Nabob to the Company. I therefore recommend to him to reduce tiic great Number of his 
Sibundy and other Troops to regular and complete Eftabliflnncnts ; not to be jjaid by Alllgnments 
of Revenue, but in Money from the Treafury ; and their Number not to exceed the certain Means of 
paying them. But as this may be difficult, without making a Separation of the Nabob’s public and 
I that he receive into his private Purfe no more llian a fixed 

Monthly Sum for the Expcnces of his Perfon and Houfehold ; and that the Remainder of the net 
Coflcdtions be left in a public Trealury, under the Management of his public Minillers, and the In- 
IpeCtion of the Rcfident, for the Difchargc of his Military and Civil Diffiurfements. 

1 his Advice is not meant to alFcdf tlic Affignments annually, and which muft be annually re- 
newed for the Payment of the part Debt, and the current Demands of the Company. 

iugned and Scaled by the Nabob, accepting and promifing to conform to the above Advice. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


Having on my Behalf agrcecd to the 
Requifitions of the Nabob Vizier, without 
Dimuniiion or Referve, I muft now repeat 
the Requeft which I before verbally made 
to him, that he will be pleafed to attend to 
Sup. Sel. Com, Rep. II. fuch 


In this fingle Requifition, which I have made to the jfsj” l. K. 
Nabob, I have conlul.cd his Eafe, Dignity, and Astvan- 
tage, as much as the Security of the Companv’s J’ro- 
pcriy, which is at prefent, or may b.* hereafter, in his 
Hands. 


The 
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fuch Propofals as I (hall have to make to 
him j and to thcfe I expcft his AfTent the 
more readily, as they have for their ultimate 
Objeft his Intcrcft alone, that of the Com* 
pany being no further concerned, than in 
the Influence which they will eventually have 
in the Payment of the Debt due from the 
Nabob to the Company. I therefore recom- 
mend to him to reduce the great Number of 
his Sibundy, and other Troops, to regular 
and complete Eflablilhments } not to be paid 
by AfTignments of Revenue, but in Money 
from the Treafury, and their Number not 
to exceed the certain Means of paying them, 
fiut as this may bedifflculr, without making 
a Separation of the Nabob’s public and pri- 
vate P’unds, 1 further recommend, that he 
receive into his private Purfe no more than 
a fixed Monthly .Sum for the Expences of 
his Perfon and Houfhold j and that the 
Remainder of the net Colledlions be left in 
a public Trcal'uiy, under the Management 
of his public Miniflers, and the Infpe^lion 
of the Kelident, for the Difchargc of his 
Military and Civil Dilburfements. 

This Advice is not meant to affeil the 
Alfignments annually, and what muft be 
annually renewed, for the Payment of the 
pafl Debt and the current Demand of the 
Company. 


The Numbers and licentious Spirit of the Vizier’s 
Shebundy and other Troops, without Difciplineor Obe- 
dience to Command, regularly paid, and that by the 
word Mode, AlTignmcnts on the CoUeftions, were dif- 
graceful to the Authority, and dangerous to the Security 
of the Vizier, and . an intolerable Grievance to the Coun- 
try. 

By reducing this diforderly and ufelefs Rabble, and 
forming a new Eftablifhmeiu, to be well appointed and 
commanded, 'and pundually paid in Money, he will 
have an Army creditable in Appearance, of eflPcftual Ser- 
vice, protcdling inftead of dillrcfllng his Country, and 
a great Saving of Expence. 

The latter Part of this Requifition is equally calcula- 
ted for the Honour and intcreft of the Vizier: To diferi- 
minate his Difljurfements j to make feparate Provifion for 
each Branch of Expenditure, and limit thofe for his 
Houlhold and private Expences to a fpecific Sum r will 
introduce Order and Regularity into the Accounts, and 
enable the Minifiers to afeertain and make an early Pro- 
vifion for Deficiencies } and the Participation which is 
allowed our Refidenc, in the Infpcftion of the public 
Treafurc, will fecure the Receipts of the Company’s De- 
mands r whilft the Influence which our Government 
will always pofTefs over the public Minifters of the Na- 
bob, and the Authority over our own, will be an effec- 
tual Means of fecuring an attentive and faithful Dif- 
charge of their fcveral Trufts, both towards the Com- 
pany and the Vizier. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


sj° j ^ In a great public Meafurc, conftituted on a large and eflablifhed Syftem, and deftrudive in its 

inftant Etfcd of the Interefts and Fortunes of many patronized Individuals, I have no Claim to an 
Exemption from the common Lot of all Innovators j but muft exped that Share of Reproach which 
the Dilappointment of fome, the Malevolence of others, the general Pronenefs to Sufpicion which 
prevails in the Bulk of Mankind, and a Difference of Opinion even in the moft candid, may lay in 
Store for me. 1 think it therefore not fufficient to have difplayed the Motives of my Condud, and 
the Good which may ref'ulc from it i but fhall proceed to ftate all the Objedions which may be made to 
it, with my Anfwer to each. Even this Precaution is liable to its peculiar Objedion, to the Charge 
of a Confeioufnefs of Error, too readily anticipating the Imputation of it, and implying its Exiftence; 
and it will be faid on this, as it has been faid on a thoufand fimilar Occafions, that the Defeds which 
I have thus f'uppofcd, muft have had fome Ground for them, or they would not have occurred as fuch 
to myfelf, againft an Ad of my own ; nor excited fo uncommon an Eagernefs to refute them. To 
this i reply, That there is no Propofition, which the Wit of Man cannot find plaufiblc, and per- 
haps even juft Caufe to cenfure, by a falfe and partial Review of it and I of all Men may be allow- 
ed to dread this Treatment, after having invariably experienced it in every Inftance of my public 
Life. 

1 fhall proceed as above, to ftate the Objedions in One Column, and the Anfwcrs to them in the 
oppofitc. 


To the firft Article it may be objeded ; 
ift. That while Troubles were gathered 
and colleding all round us, it was unfafe 
and imprudent to Jeflen our Force in the 
diftant Provinces, zdly, That the internal 
Safety of the Nabob Vizier’s Dominions, 
will not admit of our immediately with- 
drawing our Officers from his Service. 
3 dly, That the temporary Brigade was 
an Addition to our military Strength, and, 
if reformed, we fhould become propor- 
tionably weaker. 4 thly, That if drawn into 
our own Provinces, we fhall continue indeed 
3 equal 


To thcfe Objedions I Ihall reply, with a Reference 
to their numerical Order : 

ift, This Argument was much ftronger, when it was 
firft fuggefted, againft the Meafure adually depending, 
when wc were engaged in a War with Mahdajce 
Scindia, nc^r our own Borders; when the War in the 
Carnatic wore fo unfavourable an Appearance as to por- 
tend the Union of the whole Maratta State and other 
Powers againft us ; when a fudden Rebellion had de- 
prived us of every Foot of Land in this Province, and 
tire Contagion had involved the whole Province of 
Owde in a fimilar Defedion, and was fpreading to the 
Doaub and Kohilcund; and wken even our own Pro- 

iVince 
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equal in Strength,at^ perhaps Arongcr^ but vioce of ^ahar was ready for an Infurreaion, without 
wc incur an additional Ex^Qce, and from any prefent Means of Defence, 
what Fund is this Expcncc to be defrayed, Thefc Objeftions I faw and felt in their fullcft Force v 
our Revenues in Bengal being unequal but 1 knew, or believed I knew, that with the Sup! 
to the Expcnces already chargeable upon preffion of the Rebellion in this Province, every other 
them? 5thly, The Injury fuftained by Indi- Evil would-be inftantly diffipated j that if this w.is not 
viduals withdrawn from the Nabob Vizier’s inftantly fupprelTed, the Diforders would fo multiply 
Service, is not likely to be made a public and gather Strength around us, that neither our MilU 
or avowed Objedlion ; but as a private one, tary Strength, nor Refources of Wealth, would fufficc 
it will operate with more Force againft. the to oppofe them j and in that defperatc State we IhouJd 
Author of it, than any that can aife^l the require the Exertion of pur whole Force in our own 
State alone. Defence, which we had no Right, without a Violation 

of public Faith, and even of common Honefty, to 
withdraw from the Nabob Vizier’s equally preffing 
Wants, while he paid for it. With refpeft to the 
War with Mahdajee Scindia, the fame Troops that were 
then oppofed to him, would continue of courfe oppofed 
to him, if the War continued ; nor could we fp^re more 
for other Diverfions, if the Nabob Vizier’s Claim to the 
exclufive Ufc of the temporary Brigade continued. 
Thus it will appear, that by withdrawing the temporary 
Brigade, our Force was not Icflcned, but in effeft 
augmented, in the diftant Provinces ; which is a clear 
Anfwer to the Objedfion. 

adly. This is not our Concern, if the Nabob, whole 
it is, affirms the contrary j and though it may eventually 
affeff us, we Ihould be lefs liable to fuffer by a remote 
Contingency, than by the immediate Privation or Diffi- 
pation of our own Troops, employed in Anticipation of 

g offible Evils afrc(fting us through him, while our own 
Exigencies immediately demanded their Exertions. But 
in Truth, I much fufpeft the Politioni having been too 
much accuftomed to the Tales of hoftilc Preparations 
and impending Invafions, againft all the Evidence of 
political Probability, to regard them as other than Phan- 
toms railed for the Purpole of perpetuating or multi- 
plying Commands. Who arc the Invaders of the Daub 
and Rohilcund ? Not the Marattas ; they are fully 
occupied in the Defence of their own Territories : Not 
the Sicst they arc engaged with Nudjiff Cawn in an 
unequal War: And NudjiffCawn, with foreign Concerns, 
with domeftic Intrigues, and the Habits of late-acquired 
Sloth, and an unwieldy, unpaid, and licentious Army, can 
have little Lcifurc or Inclination to embroil himlclf in 
new Difficulties, by a War with the Vizier and the 
Englilh. 

The 3d Objeftion I have anfwcred in my Reply to 
the Firft. 

The 4th I have anticipated in my Enuineration of the 
Reafons for withdrawing the temporary Brigade; and 
have Ihcwn, that in relpcft to the prefent Time, our 
certain Means and current Wants, we gain nothing by a 
Credit in Account for a Charge which is unavoidably 
our own while the Corps fubfifts, and which we can 
only leflen by a Redudion of the Corps itfelf. 

To the 5th I anfwer, from the Difcharge of the Vi- 
zier’s Debt to the Company, which the Redudion of 
his Expcnces, the Refumption of the Jagheers, and 
Improvements recommended in his Adminiftration, 
ought, and I have no Doubt will, afford him ample 
Means of difeharging. 

The laft Objedion is independent of Reafon, which 
few Men arc pleafed to admit againft their own Interefts, 
their Connedions, or the Pride of Patronage. I have ad- 
ed with the ftrideft Impartiality, I have fpared no Friend 
ofmyown,or of my Friends, but have dealt with equal Ri- 
gour to all ; tlie Times would not fuffer me to diffipatc 
the Benefits of my public Influence to Individuals, and 
at the fame Time provide for the public Wants. I was 

compelled 
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compelled to make my Choice, and in preferring the 
latter I have made a light Sacrifice' of my own perfonal 
Eafe to the Safety of the Public, and to my in. 
volved in it. This was the foie Motive that 1 had, or 
could have, in it. 

Few Objeflions can be made to the ad. No EfFefts of any additional Clamour and Dif- 
ad Article*, it may be fuggefted, ift, content, excited by the Refomption of the Jagheers, 
that it will excite Clamour and Difeontent, would excite thofe of tlieir actual Defeflion } and the 
which in the prefent Time may be dan- Begum hcrfelf had forfeited all Pretcnfion to the Benefit 
gerous *, and adly, that it will be, in a of the Treaty executed for her Behalf, by having 
principal Inftance, a Breach of our Faith, been the firft Mover and moft bufy After of the 
which is pledged to guarantee a Treaty Sedition, 
concluded, through the Means of Mr. 

Briftow, between the Nabob Vizier and 
Nawaub Allea Begum, his Mother*, in 
which it is (lipulated, that no fubrequeni 
Claim Ihoiild be made on her Property, or 
Invafion of her Rights. 


To the 3d Article I have already ftated, 
anfwercd, and obviated, the only Objeftion 
that can be made to it. 

Objeftion to the 4th Article, That this 4* If the Nabob Mozutter Jung muft endure Op- 
Condition might more properly have been preflion, and 1 dare not at this 1 ime propofe his total 
exafted by Mozutter Jung than Aflbf Relief, it concerns the Reputation qt our Govern- 
O’Dowla*, and that by proceeding from ment to remove our Participation in it. It is a Faft, 
the latter, who is already fuppoled to have that Mr. Shee’s Authority over the Territory of Fur- 
opprefled the former, it may appear as if rukabad is in itfclf as much fubverfivc of that of its 
he was dcfirous of removing all Check to lawful Ruler as that of the Vizier’s Aumil ever was, 
his OpprcHions. and is the more oppreflivc, as the Power from which it 

* * is derived is greater. It is a Faft, that the Nabob 

Mozutter Jung is equally urgent with the Nabob 
Vizier for the Kemoval of our Refidcnt *, and it is my 
Care, that his Servitude lhall not be transferred, if I 
can help it. The Imbecility of Mozutter Jung, and 
the diftrafted State of his Afeirs, will not admit of his 
being left in the uncontrolled Management of them. 
He muft be in a State of Pupilage to fomc one j and 
it is my Dcfirc, that a proper Guardian may be fdefted 
for him, from the ancient Dependants of his Family. 
This was too delicate a Matter to be made the pofuive 
Article of a Convention, and may be better converted 
to its profefled Purpofes, by the mutual good Undcr- 
ftand.ng which fubfifts between the Nabob Vizier and 
myfelf, than by a formal Obligation, which it would 
have been difficult to apply to any precife and deter* 
mined Point. 


The great Objeftion to the 5th Article The Difference is infinitely wide between a pofitive 
has been anfwered in the Anfwer to the and a negative Recommendation v and the Right of the 
lift Objeftion on the Firft. It may indeed latter is confined to the Refidcnt alone as a Point of 
be afked as a further Objeftion, why wc official Duty. If he abufes it, it is at his Peril, and 
arc fo fcrupulous about Appointments the Nabob has a ready Appeal, and the Encourage- 
made by our Recommendation, when the nient of Experience to expeft Redrefs from fuch 
Nabob himlelf is, by the lame Agreement, Appeal, on a juft Occafion. The Truth is, that the 
precluded from appointing his own Military Ncccflity of the Refervation arofc from a too well 
Commanders without the Concurrence of known Defcft in the Nabob’s Charafter. If he fhall 
the Engliflj Refidcnt? ^niake Choice of Men of Charafter and Rank for the 

Command of Polls in his Army, the Refidcnt has no 
Right to exercife the Privilege which the Nabob has 
yielded to him, on the Plea that there are other Men 
better qualified. If this Check be withdrawn, and the 
Choice left abfolutely to the Nabob, the firft Com- 
mands in his Army will be filled by the moft worthlefs 
and abandoned of his Subjefts. His late Commander 
in Chief is a fignal and fcandalous inftance of this. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable B ard. 


S' 
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To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Rcfident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier. 

Sir, 

Having on the i^th Inllant entered into certain Engagements with the Nabob Vizier, tending 
to relieve his finances of a Burthen they were no longer able to fuftain, with fundry otlier Claul'es, 
tlie Execution of which is intrulletl to you*, 1 herewith inclofe an authentic Copy of the faivic, for 
your Guidance. The Nabob, on his Behalf, has fubferibed and fealed an Agreement in your Ere- 
knee, and in the Prefence of Mr. Richard Johnfon and Hyder Beg Cawn, refpeding the better 
Adminillration of his Affairs j of which I alfo tranfmit you an authentic Copy. 

To thefe Papers, and to the Points confcqucntly and neceflarily dependant on them, I think it 
necclfary to add the following Inftruftions •, to which I require your moff implicit Obedience. 

I need fcarccly inform you, that my chief Objeft in my Ncgociations with the Nabob, has been 
to induce and afllft him to bring his Government and Finances into fuch Regularity, as to pre- 
vent his Alliance being a Clog initead of an Aid to the Company, and to enable him to dif- 
charge his Debt in the Ihortctt Time poffible. To this F.nd, the moll ellential Point is to limit and 
leparate his peribnal Dilburfcments from the public Accounts : They muff not, in their total annual 
Amount, exceed what he has received in any of the laft Three Years. This Amount, in Twelve 
equal Parts, fliould be paid him Monthly out of the Firft Receipts, and the Remainder of the net Col- 
Iciffions placed feparately in a public Treafury, from whence his Public, Military, and Civil F.fta- 
blilhmcnt muff be paid, under the foie Management and Controul of the Minifters, with your 
Concurrence. It is of courfe to be underftood, (hat this has no Connedtion, and is in no Shape 
to interfere, with the Company’s Affignments, and the Colledlions upon them, which arc to be 
conduced as ufiial. And as by the Addition of the Jaghirc Lands, with their Revenues, to the 
Nabob’s regular Collcdlions, his Income will, or ought to be, confidcrably increafed, I lhall 
expedt that the Whole of the Excels be appropriated to the Difcharge of the Nabob’s Debt to the 
Company. 

After fettling the Amount of the perfonal Dilburfcments of the Nabob Vizier and his Hoiiffiold, 
the next Point that will require your Exertions, towards the general Arrangements of the public 
Charges, is the Reform of the eftablifhed Multacena Troops, reducing them into One cffablilhcd 
Corps for the whole Service. If this Corps fhould be brought to confiff folcly of Cavalry, it 
would bed anfwcr mutual Benefit } leaving no Infantry in the Nabob’s Service, but what maybe 
ncccfl'ary for his Body Guard 5 and to fupply the Deficiency, fhould any occur from fuch Arrange- 
ment, our Infantry may be employed where Infantry arc wanted. 

Tlie Corps reformed and effablifhed, their Pay muff be ifliied from the public Treafury. No 
Affignments to be in future granted them, and thole already iflued, to be recalled. To complete 
this, all Numbers above what the real Service may require, or the adlual net Receipts may be ade- 
quate to the full Payment of, muff be difbanded as faff as their Arrears can be paid off'. 

The Nabob will feledl and appoint his own Commanders ; but if he fliould nominate improper 
Perfons, fuch as Men commonly known by the Name of Orderlies, or others deriving their Inffu- 
ence from them, or of known Dilaffcdlion to our Government, you arc in fuch a Calc to remon- 
ftrate againft it, and if the Vizier fhall perlift in his Choice, you are peremptorily, and in my N.ime, 
to oppofc it, as a Breach of liis Agreement. 

For the Management of the Colledions, the Minifters, with your Concurrence, are to choole all 
Aumils and Colleflors, and in their Choice to be guided by the Refponfibility and good Reputation 
and known Ability of the Perfons they cleft, that, as far as poffible. Changes (liould be avoided. 

Much is to be faid, though little may now fuit, upon the Subjeft of the Diffribution of Juftice 
in the Nabob’s Dominions. For the prclent, I limit myfelf to direft you to urge the Nabob to 
endeavour gradually, if it cannot be at once, to effablifli Courts of Ad.uilec throughout his Dillridts ; 
the Daraghas, Mowlavies, and other Officers of which, muff be Icleftcd, as in the Cafe of the Aumiis, 
by the Minifters, with your Concurrence. The Want of thefe Courts is equally luirtful to the Re- 
venue, Government, and Reputation of the Nabob. 

In confequcnce of the Dilturbances which the rebellious Example of Rajah Cheyt Sing has caiifcd 
in the Nabob Vizier’s Country, I have inftrudtd Colonel Morgan to affift you, in the Requilition of 
the Vizier, communicated by you to him, or at your own lirglc Application, if any Cafe of Emer- 
gency fhould make it needful, with fuch Detachments as may be ncccffary, cxcKifively of the Regi- 
ment of Sepoys which is ftipulatcd to remain with you at Lucknow. I his Power you are not to 
rifquc but in Cafes of the moff urgent and manifeff Ncccflity. It is direfted, that the Regiment 
ordered for the immediate Proteftion of your Office and Pcrlbn at Lucknow, fliall be lelievcd every 
Three Months, and during its Stay there fliall aft folcly and cxclufivcly under your Ouler.s. 

I; E fi tally my pofitivc Order, that you lio not permit any Britilh Subjciff, or others claiming the 
Name and Proteftion of the Company, to refidc at l.ucknow, or within any Part of the Do- 
minions of the Nabob Vizier, except the Officers and Soldiers of the Army afting in iheir Duty, and 
fuch Peifons as are officially appointed to remain there. And that to fuch as are now at Lucknow, or 
in any other Part of his Dominions, and falling within the Defcription of the above Exception, you 
give due Notice in Writing, that tliey quit the Country, allowing them a rcafonablc Time, not ex- 

Sup, SkL. Com.'Rep. II. * L cceciing 
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cccding I hrce Months, to fettle their Affair* j and in cafe of their Refofal, you arc to inform the 
Nabob thereof, that he may ufe his own Authority to compel them to depart. 

I am. Sir, 

Chunar, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

23d September 1781. (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


I* 2. A. Edward Wheler, Efquire, &c. &c. &c. Council, Fort William. 

Gentlemen, 

Having thought neceffary to eflablifh Courts of Judicature for the Proteftion of the Perfons and 
Property of the Inhabitants of the Town of Benares, I now do myfelf the Honour to lay before you a 
Copy of the Plan on which thefe Courts are formed. I fhall proceed to fubmit to you the Rcafons 
which have given rife to this Plan, and flatter myfelf, that they will induce you to honour it with 
your Concurrence and Approbation. 

The Town of Benares has long been deficient in all thofe Regulations, which in populous Places 
are ncceflary for the Prefervation of Peace and good Order, and the Protedion of the Property and 
Perfons of the Inhabitants. Whilft, however, the Sovereignty over it was retained by the Soubah of 
Owdc, fomc Appearance of public Juftice was ftill pfcfcrvcd, and the Awe of a defpotic Prince pro- 
duced Keftraints on the Minds and Actions of Individuals, which bore a Refcmblancc, however faint, 
to the EflTeds of more regular and perfeft Inflrudfions. But thefe Reftraints ceafed with the Caufe 
which produced them. By the Treaty made by the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, on the aift May 1775, 
the Sovereignty of Benares was ceded to the Company, and foon after the Cootwallee, or Superin- 
tendence of Police, was formally made over by us to the late Rajah. From this Period the Ap- 
pearance of public Juflice was gradually effaced, till at laft, without any Syfteni of Police, any 
Courts of Judicature, or any Awe of the fovcrcign Power, the Inhabitants of Benares were 
guilty of Enormities and Crimes which rcfledlcd the greateff Difgracc on the Government to which 
they were fubjed. The Relations and Dependants of the Rajah, or the Merchants whofe Cre- 
dit was uleful in the Payment of his Revenue, might violate the Rights of their Fellow Citizens 
with Impunity ; and the facred Charadfer of a Bramin, or the high Rank of the Offender, 
were Confiderations which ftamped a Pardon on the moft flagitious Crimes. 

Such was the State in which I found the civil Government of the Town when I arrived at Benares. 
All Ranks of People joined in their Keprefentations of the Necefl'ity of a Reformation and this 
appeared the more ncceflary from a Confideration of the Circumftances which are peculiar to Benares. 
Its I'emples arc held in particular Veneration by the Profeffors of the Hindoo Religion, who flock to 
it on occafional Pilgrimages from the moft remote Parts of Hindoftan, and many who have acquired 
independant Fortunes retire to dole their Days in a Place fo eminently eftcemed for its Sandity. 
It may therefore rather be confidcred .is the Seat of the Hindoo Religion, than the Capital of a Pro- 
vince. But its Inhabitants are not compofed of Hindoos only ; the former Wealth which flowed 
into it from the Offerings of Pilgrims, as well as from the Tranfadions of Exchange, for which its 
central Situation is peculiarly adapted, has alfo attraded Numbers of Mahomedans, who ftill con- 
tinue to rcfidc in it with their Families. Amongft fucfi a Mixture of Perfons, moftly without Em- 
ployment, of difl'erent Countries, and of different Sorts and Religions, it is obvious that every Defed 
of Civil Government muft be produdive of more than ordinary Evils ; and thefe Evils are propagated 
in all Qiiarters of India, to the Difcrcdic of our Government, and to the Hindrance and Difeourage- 
ment of ihofe who, under more favourable Circumftances, might wifli to repair with their Wealth 
to Benares. 

For thefe Reafons, .after my Return from Chunar, when I began to fettle the Affairs of this Pro- 
vince, the Reformation of the Civil Government of the Town of Benares was one of the firft Objeds 
to which I thought it neceffary to turn my Attention. The Plan which I have formed is now fubmitted 
to your Confideration. You will obferve, that 1 have cftablilhed Three diftind Departments, for the 
Police, and the Civil and Criminal Jurildidion ; and I have put the Whole under the Regulation 
and Controul of One Chief Magiftratc, who is to be fubjed to the immediate Orders of the Board. 
It was at firft my Intention to have included alfo under his Authority, the Colledion of the Reve- 
nues and Cuftoms of the Town j but I found that this would give great Difcontcnt to the new 
Rajah, and might perhaps hurt his Influence in the Management of the Revenues of the reft of 
the Province j I have therefore left it out j at the fame Time I am fenfibic, that it is a Defed which 
may occafion fome Inconvcniencies, from the clafhing of the Authorities of the Rajah and the Chief 
Magiftratc. 

The Perfun whom I have chofen to fill the important Station of Chief Magiftrate, is Ally Ibrahint 
Cawn, a Man who has long been perfonally known to myfelf, and I believe to many Individuals of 
our Government, and whole Charader for Moderation, Difintereftednefs, and good Senfe, will bear 
the Teft of the ftrideft Enquiiy. On his£Ood Condud muft doubtlcfs, in a great Mcafure, depend 

the 
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te a Diftancc from the Seat of our Govern. 


, that I have ventured to delegate a 
to veft in a Perfon of a Icfs efta- 


the Succefs of a Plan which is to take EfFcft at fo rc| 
pent } and it is chiefly from the Reliance 1 have in him 
Degree of Authority to him, which it would perhaps be 
blilhed Charadcr. 

In forming the Eftablilhment, I have calculated the Allowan the Chief Magiftrate and hi? 
Officers in Proportion to the Importance and Degree of Truft an to their fcveral Employments ; 

and I have fixed them at fuch Rates, as will fet them above the ^ jj, and I hope the Temptation, 

of having Recourfe for a Subfiftcnce to the Praftices of Corruption, 

I have the Honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient 
humble Servant, 

(Signed) 



Benares, 

I ft November 1781. 


Warren Haftings. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) 


E. Hay, 


Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


19th O^Iobcr 17S1. 

Whereas the Town of Benares is, and has been for many Years paft, totally deficient in every eflen* 2. B» 
tial Regulation, ufually eftablilhed in all large and populous Places for the Maintenance of Peace, 
and the Security of the Perfons and Property, of the Inhabitants : And whereas the faid Place is 
the fixed Rcfidcnce, or occafional Refort, of Perfons of all Religions, from every Part of Hindoftan 
and Decan, and in effeft rather the capital Seat of the Religion of the Hindoos than of the Ter- 
ritory to which it immediately appertains ; and from that Confidcration alone, demands a more im- 
mediate Proteftion and Attention from the Powers of Government : For thefe Reafons, the Governor 
General, in virtue of the Powers vefted in him by the Governor General and Council, and in the 
Name of the Eaft India Company, doth hereby ordain and proclaim. 

That a Perfon fhall be invefted with the Chief Magiftracy of the faid Town, with full and com- 
pleat Authority over every Perfon inhabitant or refident therein, for the Prefervation of the Peace 
and Adminiftration of Juftice, with the Title of Chief Magiftrate of the faid Town of Benares. 

And it is further ordained and proclaimed, That to enable him duly to execute the faid Duties 
fo afljgned him. Three Officers, as hereinafter deferibed, fhall be eftablilhed, in the Manner and with 
the Powers hereinafter mentioned. 

Firft. A Cutwall whofe Duty it fhall be to apprehend Perfons who fhall be guilty or accufed of 
Murder, Robbery, Burglary, Theft, or any other A&.S of Violence committed in the Town of Be- 
nares againft the Peace, Pcrlbns, or Property of the People, and to deliver over tlie faid Perfons to 
the Court of Criminal Juftice, hereinafter appointed and deferibed; and to fupprefs and prevent 
all Riots and Difturbances in the faid Town, with the Power of inflifting immediate Punifliment, 
with Stripes of a Rattan, not exceeding I’wenty, on any Offender : For which Purpofes as aforelaid, 
a certain Number of Pikes or Peons in Monthly Pay, and diftinguifhed by certain known Badges, 
fhall be put under his Charge and Authority by the Chief Magiftrate, to patrole the Streets at luch 
Times as he fhall appoint, and to be occafionally employed in executing the other Services of 
his Office. And the Taid Cutwall fhall receive his Appointment from the Chief Magiftrate, who 
fhall alfo have the Power of difmilling him and appointing another, and of difmifling any of the 
Officers employed under him. And the faid Cutwall is required to obey all Orders, relative to the 
Duties aforefaid, which he fhall receive from the Chief Magiftrate. 

Secondly. One criminal Court or Foujedarry Adawlut ; which ftiall be compofed of One Dero- 
gah and Three Molavies, Men of approved Integrity, and Skill in the Knowledge of the Mahomc- 
dan I.aws; for the Trial of all Perfons who Ihtll be brought before them, and accufed of Murder, 

Highway Robbery, Burglary, Thefr, or any other Afts of Violence, committed in the faid Town, 
againft the Peace, Perfons, or Property of the People : And the Soorut Hall and Futwa, or Proceed- 
ings and Sentence of the faid Court, ftiall, on the dole of every Trial, be laid before the Chief Ma- 
gittrate ; who, after a due Examination thereof, fhall return the fame to the Derogah and Molavies 
of the faid Court, with his Warrant for carrying the ftimc into Execution ; and the Derogah and 
Molavies of the faid Court are required and commanded to caufe the fame to be carried into Isxecu- 
tion. And the faid Derogah and Molavies fhall receive their Appointments from the Chief Magil- 
trate, who fhall alfo have the Power of difmilling them, and appointing others in their Room ; and 
the Chief Magiftrate fhall have the Power to eflablifh Rules of Proceli for the faid Courr, which 
Rules the faid Derogah and Molavies arc hereby required to obey. 

Thirdly. One Civil Court, or Dewanny Adawlct; which fhall be compofed of One Prefidcnt or 
Derogah, and Three inferior Judges, being Men of known Integrity and Underftanding, who fhall 
be chofen from among the Inhabitants of the faid Town ; for the Trial and Dccifion of all Debts, 

Pledges, Mortgages, difputed Accounts, Transfers of Property, Rights of Neighbourhoood, contefted 
Boundaries, Rights of Marriage and Claims of Inheritance, and of all other Claims of Property, 
whether real or perfonal, according to the Principles of natural Juftice, in all Cafes not depending 
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oil the particular and prefcribcd Laws and Inditutes of the Parties •, and in all Cafes which IhaH 
depend on the particular Laws and Inftitutes of the Parties, the faid Prefident and Judges fltall firft 
.determine on the Fads, as afeertained by the Evidence before them, and (hall adjudge the Risht as 
.eftabliOied by thofe Fads, according to the rel’pedive Laws and inftitutes of the Parties, whetlw they 
be Muffulmen or Hindoos j and for this Purpofe they (hall be alTifted by Two MulTulmen, veried in 
the Serrah or Mahomedan Law, and Two Pundits, verfed in the Pootee or Code of Juftice in(H- 
tuted for the Profcflbrs of the Hindoo Religion, whofc Opinions (hall be confultcd and taken io all 
Cafes referable to them, as aforefaid. And it is further ordained, That in all Cafes wherein the 
Judges (hall not agree in One Judgment, their Opinions (hall be feverally delivered and recorded, and 
the greater Number of Opinions on One Point (hall be taken and conddered as the compleat Judir- 
ment of the Court thereon; and if the Number of Opinions (hall lie equal, that of the Prefident 
(hall be taken and deemed as equivalent to Two Opinions, and the Judgment of the Court (hall be 
pafTed accordingly ; and their Judgment (hall be final in all Caules of which the original Amount or 
Matter in Suit (hall not exceed One thoufand Rupees : And in all Caufes of which the original 
Amount or Matter in Suit fliall exceed One thoufand Rupees, it (hall be allowable to appeal From 
the Judgment of the faid Court, within the limited Time of One Month from the Date of the juder- 
ment, to the Chief Magiftrate, who (hall have Power to revife the fame, or, if he (hall think fit, to 
try tlic Caufe again, with fucli further Evidence as the Parties (hall bring before him, fufficient Rca- 
fons, to his Satisfaftion, being given for their not having been before produced ; and cither to confirm 
or reverie the former Judgment, or to pafs a new Judgment on the Caufe; and his Judgment (hall 
be final and conclufrve. And it is hereby required and commanded, That the Chief Magiftrate, 
and the Prefident and Judges of the faid Court of Dewanny Adawlet, (ball keep Records of their 
relpeftive Proceedings ; which Records (hall be admitted as Evidence in all future Caufes. And the 
Prefident and. Judges of the (aid Dewanny Adawlet (hall receive their Appointments from the Chief 
Magiftrate, who (hall alfo have the Power of difmilling them and appointing others in their Room t 
and the Chief Magiftrate (hall have the Power to cftablKh Rules of Procefs for the faid Court, whidi 
Rules the Prefident and Judges of the faid Court are hereby required to obey. 

And it is further required and commanded. That the Chief Magiftrate do tranfmit to the Gover- 
nor General and Council, Monthly, Copies of his Proceedings, and Reports of all Perfons appointed 
or difmiffed in the fuperior Offices, and of all new Regulations eftablilhed by him as aforefaid, and 
of all Rules of Procefs inftituted for the Two Courts of Foujedarry and Dewanny Adawlet, and in 
general of all other Matters of Confcquence, which (ball relate cither to the general State of tbo 
Town, or to the feveral Branches of his Department; and (hall obey all fuch Orders as he (hall re-f 
ceive from the Governor General and Council. Although the Authority of the Chief Magiftrate is, 
for the Purpofes of this Inftiiution, reftrided to the Limits of Benares ; yet, that the Ends of it, may 
not be defeated by OlFenders flying from his Jurifdidion beyond thofe Limits, it is hereby explained 
and declared, That if any Perfons (hall be guilty of OflFcnces within the Town of Benares, and 
(hall cfcapc beyond the Limits of the faid Town, the Chief Magiftrate, or his Officers, (hall have 
Power to apprehend, with a written Warrant, and bring them to Juftice j and it is required and com» 
manded, I hat the Zemindars, Aumils, or other Officers of the Diftrid into which fuch Offenders 
(hall be fo putfued, do affift the Officers of the Chief Magiftrate in apprehending the laid OfiFenders ; 
and that it (hall be .ilfo lawful for the Officers of the Judges of the I’wo Courts of Juftice, to rcr 
quire and compel the Attendance of Witnefles Jiving beyond the laid Diftrids, Reafon being firft 
(hewn, to the Satisfadion of the Judges of the faid Court, that the Evidence of the faid WitncITes is 
iicfirliary. 

And it is hereby further ordained and proclaimed by the Governor General, That Ally Ibrahim 
Cawn be appointed, and that he is accordingly, from this Date, appointed the Firft Chief Magiftrate 
of the Town of Benares. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board* 


ESTABLISH;, 
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ESl^ BLISHMENT allotted for the different Departments under the Chief Magiftrate M** « n 

ofBenaris. 


Chief Magiftrate 
Nayb ■— 


4,500 — 
400 -7 


DEWANNY ADAWLET. 


Daroga •— 

— — 




500 -- 

5 Munfifs ■— 

— — at 

250 

each 

~ 

750 — 

2 Molavies — 


100 


— 

200 — 

2 Pundits — 

■ — 

50 


— 

100 — 

Pcihear — 



— 


50 — 

5 Munfhys — 

— 



— 

70 — 

6 Moherers — 

— 

*5 


— 

90 — 

Nazir — 

— 




20 — 

2 Mirdas — 

•— 

10 


— 

20 — 

50 Peons 


4 



200 

Keeper of Prifon 

— —1 — 


— 

~ 

15 — 

2 Ameens — - 

— « 

30 



60 — 

2 Dufferbunds — 


4 



8 — 

2 Tcralhes — 


4 

— 


8 — 

2 Muflblchecs — 


3 



6 — 

2 Harries or Sweepers 

— ^ 




6 — 

Paper and Ink — * 

— 4 — 


— • 

—1 

14 — 


2,117 — 
5,017 — 


FOUSDARRY DEPARTMENT. 


Deroga 
3 Molavies, 

Pclhcar 

3 Munfhys 

4 Mohurrers 

Mirdah ■. 

Nayb Mirdah 
40 Peons 

Keeper of the Prifon 
Mullah for adtniniftering Oaths 


— ■ 200 each 

30 

*5 


Brahmin for D* 
2 Dufterbunds 
2 Tcralhes 
2 Muffalchees 
2 Sweepers 
Paper and Ink 


D* — 


4 

4 

3 

3 


400 

600 

50 

90 

60 

10 

6 

160 

J5 

7 

5 

8 
8 

6 

6 

14 


1,445 — 


6,462 


Sup. Sat. Com. Rip. II. 


M COOTWALLY 
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COOTWALLY DEPARTMENT. 


Cutwall 

Nayb — 

.MuJhnff — - 

.Waked — 

Choky Novees — 

Akbar Novees — 

2 Mohurrers for the Prifon 

Sahvccldar Maulkhaunch 

5 Giizzcrbauns — 

4 Hircarrahs — 

Terafh 

Surgeon — 

6 Sengarcahs — 

2 Nuccarchecs — • 

Nuckeeb — - 

2 Bceftries — 

JelUd — 

Grave Digger — 

'I'azeana Burclar 
Oil — 





Paper and Ink — • — 

200 Peons and Watchmen — 4 

2 Jemmadars of Peons — lo 

5 Uufiadars — — 7 

Vakeel at Calcutta, with Munihys, &c. — 


150 — 
60 — 

25 — 

20 — 

7 — 

7 — 
10 — • 
10 — - 
50 — 
20 — 

3 — 
10 — 
12 ~ 

6 — 

4 — 

8 — 
2 8 
2 8 

4 -- 

5 — 

2 8 

800 — 
20 — 

35 — 

300 — 


1.573 8 


8,035 8 

Occafional Charges — 100 


Benares Siccas — . 8,135 8 

A true Copy. — 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


Edward Wheler, Efquire, &c. &c. &c. and Council, Fort William. 

Gentlemen, 

In a fhort Letter, dated the 5th of this Month, 1 informed you, that I had on that Day concluded 
the Scttlcnicnt of this Zemindarry,for the fixt and perpetual yearly Jumma of Forty Lacks of Rupees, 
with a Dedudbon ot Rupees 6,66,666. 10. to. being the Amount of Two Months Colleftions, efti- 
niated in equal Divifions, for the current Year. I have now the Honour to fend you the following 
Papers, which comprehend all the Accounts and Deeds appertaining to this TranfaAion, 

N° I. A bftradt Account of the Annual Jumma or Rent Roll of the Zemindarry of Raja Cheyt 
Sing, according to the Pottahs for the lafl; Year 1188, including the Jaghcers allowed to 
the Farmers •, delivered to me by the Refidcnt. 

2. A particular Account of the Revenues of Benares, &c. for the Year 1184, delivered to 
me by the Raja through his Naib. 

3. Abllradl Account of Ditto for Ditto — Ditto. 

4. An Account Particulars of the Revenue of Benares, &c. for the Year 1188, by Ditto. 

5. Abflrad Account of Ditto for Ditto, by Ditto. 

6. Account of the Revenues of Ghazipore, by a Perfon formerly in Office at that Place. 

7. Form of the general Settlement concluded with Raja Mehipnarain. 

7*. Abllradf of Allowances paid for the Support of diftreffed Families and Men of Piety and 
l.,carning, and Copy of my Refolution on this Subjeft. 

7\ Paper relative to a Grant of certain Villages granted to the Fackcers of the Macbarrah of 
Shaw Cafliin Sulimany and Shaw Waffirl, at Chunar. 

8. Trandation ot the Pottah granted to Raja Mehipnarain, conformable to N” 7, 

9. Copyof tlie Caboolear, conformable to the above, executed by Raja Mehipnarain. 

10. Kiftbundec 
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10. Kiftbundcc for the current Year 1189. 

1 1. Ditto for the Year 1 190^ and for ever. 

j*. Agreement of Raja Mehipnarain, for Payment of the Arrears of the Year u88, by the 
a£tt al Colledfinns. 

13. Paper of Kequeds prcfented to the Governor General by Raja Mehipnarain, with th? Go- 
vernor General’s Anfwers annexed. 

I (hall now proceed to the Explanation of the preceding Accounts ; 

You will obvioufly perceive, that the Six firft Numbers ferved as the Materials on which the Settle- 
ment was formed, The firft is an Eftimate of the Colledtions received by K ija t heyt oi.ig, ano was 
delivered to me by the Refulent. It correfponds in its total Amount with my Recolledion of a 
fimilar Account, which was formerly in my Pofleflion, and lufficiently, with the Account, N' 6. for 
the Prefumption of its Authenticity. As it was the befl: Account that I was able to obtain, and the 
Accounts delivered by the Nays v/ere confclTedly made up of imperfed Materials ; all the .'\ccounts 
having been either carried away by Cheyt Sing, or dclfroycd, and all the principal Officers of the Re- 
venue, who could give any Information on the Subjed, having accompanied him in his Flight ; I 
made this the Ground for forming the new Settlement. 

Although I am convinced that with proper Management the Zemindarry might yield an Amount 
conliderably exceeding that which 1 have taken as the Eftimatc of its Value yet 1 muft exprefs my 
y\pprehenfion, that unlcfs the Naib can find Means to avail himfclf of better official Affiltance than 
he at prclent polTcffcs, his real Profits will fall below their allowed Amount ; and on tliat Account I 
have encouraged him to hope, that if he fliall prove himfelf diligent in his Office, and pundual in 
the Dil'charge of his Kills to the Company, he may hereafter obtain, from the Indulgence of the 
Board, fornc Remiffion from the ftipulated Jumma, whenever the adual Demands of the Company 
ffiall be leficned, and the State of their Treafury will admit of it ; and this I (hall recommend as an 
Adi of Generofity becoming their former Relation to this Province, and equally warranted by the 
Principles of good Policy : For there are certain Lines, beyond which the Exadion of a Public Re- 
venue will not only defeat its own Purpofe, but operate as elVcdually to a Redudion as an inten- 
tional Ad of Bounty could do. But it is not my Wifli to engage the prefent Attention of the Board 
in a Dilluffion upon this Subjcdi my Dcfire being only to premif; what I may hereafter find necefiary 
to introduce to their further Confideracion, fo that any future Propofition may not appear to rile wholly 
from the inftant Occafion of it. 

1 now proceed to the Explanation of the Particulars of the Settlement, as contained in the Account 
N* 7. The firft Dedudion made from the grofs ellimated Jumma, of Rupees 53,06,002. 12. is thv 
Sum of Rupees 61,496. granted in Jaghcersand other Alienations. The Firft is a Jagheer granted 
to Beneratn Pundit, of the yearly Amount of Rupees 25,000. 1 have already acquainted the Board 

with the faithful Services of this Man and his Family, during the late 'I’roubles, which 1 can take 
upon me to aflTure the Board, whatever was our Opinion of them at the Time, and however repugnant 
it may be to our national Charader to regard any Situation of Affairs with the Eye of Defpondciicy, 
were confidcred univcrfally by all but ourfelves, equally by Friend and by Foe, as utterly defpcratc. 
I'o the Merits of Beneram Pundit and his Brother on this Occafion, 1 muft add a long Series of At- 
tachment and cffedual Service, from the Year 1773 to the prei'ent Time. Tho’ the immediate 
Servants and confidential Minifters of a foreign State, to the conllitutional Members of which they 
have always profeffed an almoft cnthufiaftic Devotion, they have zealoufly adopted all my Views for 
the Promotion of a Conneftion between their Government and ours. For this Purpofe, Beneram 
Pundit, at my Requifition, made One Journey to Naugporc, and attended Colonel Leflie and Colonel 
Goddard in the firft Operations of their Detachments } another of the Brothers ftill attends General 
Goddard in the fame Capacity, and has been of great Ufe, by his Letters, in refuting the falfc Rc- 
prefentations which were made from Poonah to the Government of Berar, of the Events of the War. 
Beneram Pundit proceeded to Naugporc, and, chiefly at my Requifition, returned with a Conftitution 
much impaired by the cullomary Effefts of the malignant Climate of the Route lying between Calcutta 
and Naugporc. To his Influence I entirely aferibe the generous Conduift of that Government to ours 
in many fignal Inftances, which ftand recorded in our Confultations, and will be univcrfally acknow- 
ledged as Inch, when Time ffiall have effaced the Prejudices with which they have been, and perhaps ftill 
are, reprefented by fomc ; and to him I owe the Influence which I niyfelf poffcflcd with the late Dewan 
Dewargur Pundit, and its Effedls, while he was living. In the fame Spirit of common Attachment, 
Biffumber Pundit, the younger Brother, went, inftrufted by me, to Chimnajee Baboo, the Commander 
of the Army employed laft Year in the Province of Oriffa, and affifted Mr. Anderfbn in his Nego- 
ciations. In all thefe Inftances I have confidcred and treated them equally as the Friends of our 
Government, and the faithful Servants of their own j and wherever I have been, one or both have 
been my conftant Attendants. 

If thefe Services ffiall be admitted as meritorious, although they ffiould be aferibed to Motives of per- 
fonal Hefpeft to myfelf, ftill let it be confidcred, that it was in my Charader of the fiift and executive 
Member of our State that I received fiich Inftances of it, or could have the Means of inipiring it; 
and that 1 doubt whether a national Attachment, in an alien Bread, can cither grow or fubfift on any 
other Principle. 

For all thefe united Reafons, I have thought it incumbent upon me to recompenfe the Merits of this 
Family, by the fcafonablc Grant of a public Income, derived' from the Settlement of the Province in 
f which 
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■which they relidc 3 , and in the Recovery of which to our Authority they have made to themfclvcs fo 
near an Intcreft. 

The Board have been pjeafed to repofe fo generous a Confidence in me, that I perfuade myfetfjhat 
I fhall not need their Excufe for having determined this Aft by my own Authority. It waa ne||piry 
to include it in the Scttlemcnr, as it would have been the Source of much Embarraflment, and given 
Rife to unreafonable Claims, had it been ordered after the Settlement had been concluded. I might 
indeed have applied to the Board, and received their Anfwcr in fufficient Time for the Conclufion of 
the Settlement, had I known that the latter would have been fo long delayed j but it had been from 
the Beginning my Intention to form it immediately on my Return to Benares, and I was only prevented 
from finilhing it fooncr by the Delays and Procraftinations of others, which I could not conquer. 

Upon this Subjed I have only to add, that the Bounty of our Government has been rarely exercifed 
on fuch Occafions j that no Occafions ever did more juftly demand the Exertion of that Principle j and 
that It is one of the Duties of Government, as it is one of its bell inftruments, to exercife it for the 
Reward of pad, and for the Encouragement of future Deferts. 

The next Article will require little Explanation, and no Apology. Bundoo Cawn, whofc Name is 
affixed to a Jaghcer of 2,000 Rupees annual Rent, is an Inhabitant of the Town of Chunar. He 
attended Captain Blair in the unfortunate Attempt on Ramnagur, and in the Battle fought at Patceta, 
and was of much Service to that Officer on both Occafions, by his Knowledge of the Ground, and 
by a natural good Underftanding, which enabled him to apply that Knowledge to the Incidents before 
him. This Man fuggefted the Expedition, which was afterwards formed, to take Poffeflion of the 
PafTes lying behind Luttcefpore, by an unknown and fecret Route, and was himlelf the Guide of the 
Detachment. Although his former Services, and that which he offered upon the Occafion, were gratui- 
tous i yet as the Succefs of the Enterprize appeared to me, from his Defcripiion of it, likely to prove 
the Crifis of the War, I thought it advifeable to fecure his Fidelity, and animate his Exertions, by 
fuch Inllrumcnts as were likely to operate with the greateft Power on a Man in his Rank and Situation 
in Life: I promiled him a Jaghcer in any Part of the Company’s Dominion of which he fliould 
make Choice, to the Amount of One Thouiand Rupees clear yearly Rent, if the Enterprize fucceeded. 
The Event proved the Jullice of his Advice and the Truth of his Reprefentations, and his Condudt 
in the Courfc of it obtained the moll favourable Tellimony of Major Crabb, the Officer who com- 
manded the Party. On his Return to Chunar, I inllantly granted him a Perwanna for the Village of 
Iclaalporc, of which I had allowed him to make Choice, fuuated in the Pergunna of Patceta j he him- 
fclf told me that it yielded a Kevenue exceeding 1,500 Rupees, and, to prevent future Difpuies if ic 
were more, I have inferted it at the round Sum of Two Thoufand. 

Jaggernaut Sing, late Commandant in the 3d Regiment of Sepoys, having been flrongty recom- 
mended to me by Colonels Muir, Auchmuty, and other Officers of Rank, whofe Recommendation ac 
this Time had particular Weight with me, for a Provifion in his declining Years, after having paffed 
1 hirty of his Life in faithful and meritorious Service ; I procured for him a Jaghcer in this Zemin- 
darry to the yearly Value of 1,200 Rupees. I am perlliadcd that the Board will admit the Expe- 
diency, as well as the Juflicc and Humanity, of making a more comfortable Provifion than our 
ordinary invalid Ellablilliment allows, for fuch native Soldiers as have merited the particular Attention 
of their Superiors •, and I flatter myfcif that the prefent Inllance, as well as the Principle on which 
it is founded, will meet with their Approval. 

The lall Article will be explained in the I'cparate Paper, N® 7. A. It is a fimplc A£l of Jullice ; 
and I was plcafed that our Government Ihould have the Credit of paffing it. On the fame 
Principle I iflued a Sunnud for the Relloration of certain Villages, which arc a Part of the 
original Endowment of Two Durghas, in the Precinfts of Chunar. The Particulars of this Claim 
arc fet forth in the accompanying Paper, N° 7 B. Thcfe form no Part of the Diminution of the 
Revenues. 

With refpeil to the other DcduiStions, they ftand cxaiflly as they were dated by the Naib 
himfelf, except the lad Article, which I myfelf inferted merely for Adjudmenr, that it might 
make the remaining Sum of the net Jumma^ar 40 Lacks i at which Amount I had predetermined 
to fix it. 

The Accounts of the Settlement, N*‘ 8, 9, 10, and ii, require no Explanation. The De- 
duction allowed for the prefent Year from the fird Jumma, for Devadations, is accounted for in 
the Term itfelf. In the unequal Sum of the Kiltbundee, I was compelled to yield to the 
pertinacious Indances of the Family. I Ihould have been better pleafrd ihat fo large a Sum had 
not been thrown upon the lad Month of the Ycarj but this Advantage may and ought to be 
derived from it, that as it has enabled them to make their Payments with greater Facility, it will 
leave them without Excufc if they fail in any Part of them. 

The Agreement, N° 12, paffed againd my Inclination, as well as my Advice. A fubdantial 
Revenue having been obtained to the Company, I wilhed to pay more Regard to their Credit than 
to the Profecution of any immediate intereds which were not of eflential Importance-, I knew that 
an Enquiry might ferve for an Indrument of Gratification of private Influence, and wilhed to 
prevent the Temptation having already allowed the Sum of Rupees 6,66,666. 10. 10. as a 
Deduidion from the Fird Year’s Jumma, I wilhed to bring the Raja to agree to Payment of the 
Arrears due from his PrcdccclTors for the lad Year, amounting to the Sum of Rupees 4,63,006. 5. 8. 
in lieu of tlte Agreement fince made ^ but this he would not confent to. What he is to pay upon 
this Account therefore remains open for future Enquiry. 

.8 
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The Paper of Requefti, N” 13, as it preceded the Settlement, ought regularly to have been 
inferted before ir, but as the Settlement itfelf was not afFc<^cd by it, it may Hand in its prefent 

^ J^^fting the Firft Requeft, I had very early apprized the Raja, through his Naib, that I 
(hould not allow him the Extreife of any Privilege or Authority, on which an Opinion of Inde- 
pendency could be founded : That the Mint, the Cutwally, or Police of the Town of Benares, and 
the Adminiftration of Jufticc to its. Inhabitants j the Power of levying Forces, and maintaining 
Fortrefics} were commonly underftood as Kinds of Royalties or Appurtenances of flic Sovereign 
State ; which therefore could not be allowed to him, confidently with hts Relation to the Company, 
nor with the Expedations which they would naturally form on the Experience of the pall 
Troubles, in the Agreement which 1 might make for the future Adminiftration of this Pro- 


1 have direded him to deliver over Charge of the Mint to the Refidcnt j whom I have alfo 
ordered to receive it, and to conduft the Bufincfs of it until he fliall have your final Orders refped- 
inq if, toafeertain the Amount of the Annual Revenue paid from it to Raja Lhcyc Sing during the 
laft Five Years, that the Average thereof may be carried to the Credit of the prefent Rajah in 
the Payment of his Revenue to Government; to cred proper Offices for the Services of the Mint, 
which, to my great Surprize, 1 find have been performed to this 'l ime in the private IIoulc of the 
Daroga ; and to form and report to me a proper Eftablifhment for the Mint on the moll frugal 
Valuation. 

1 beg l.eavc to recommend the adual Rcfidenr, as well qualified to condud this Bufinefs, and to 
requeft that you will be pleafcd to continue him in the Charge of it. 

1 have already advifed you very fully of the Appointments which I have vefted in the Perfon of 
Ally Ibrahim Cawn, refpeding the Police and Adminiftration of Juftice in the Town of Benares-, 
the Infertion cf the other Articles comprized in this Requeft arofe from my having direded them 
to be aboliflied, becaufe they appeared to me to be difcieditabk and impolitic. — 'Fhe following is a 
Lift of the Particulars. 


j. Nekaufs. Duties on the State of Horfes; — an oppreflive Tax, and inconfi- 

derable in its Amount. It was not my Intention to make this an 
exprels Prohibition -, but having marked it, with other Articles which 
-• I thought improper, in the Lift of Revenues colledcd by the Aumeen 

of Benares, it was confidered as an exprefs Fiohibicion, and I chofe to 
let it Hand with that Conftrudion. 


• z. Taxes levied on Strangers, confifting of the following Heads : 

ill. Duftore Perdafly, or Duties levied on Pilgrims, 
ad. Duttaulic Perdaflee, or Sums paid by the Brokers to buy and fell 
for the Pilgrims. 

3. Faladice. Duties taken on the Examination of Perfons travelling from Benares. 

4. Hummar Conna. Revenue paid by the Keepers of Gaming Houles. 

5. Duftore upon Rings. A Revenue paid by the Sellers of the Rings ufually bought by 

Pilgrims. 

The ad, 3d, and 5th Articles have been often reprefented to me as grievous Impofitions, no left 
in their Amount, than in the Mode of levying them, and a great Difcouragcmcnt of Strangers, whom 
the Spirit of Devotion might induce to come to Benares. The Abolition, in itielf a popular A£l, and 
extending its Influence to every Part of India, is likely to repay the Lofs arifing from it, by the 
Inducement which it will afford to greater Numbers to refort to Benares, in the Proportion of the 
Immunity which it prefents to them. 

ad Requeft. The Zemindars to whom this Article alludes are as follow : 

Buggut Sing, Zemindar of Chowfa. 

Eidel Sing, of Agorce. 

Govind Gut, of Kunteer. 

Bikram Majuf, of fundry Villages in Zemmay. 

Ally Azim Cawn, of Ghazipore. 

Dubjeec Sing, ' of Bidzigur. 

As thefc Perfons Ihewed a Zeal for the Service of our Government, and a Dcfirc of being ufcful 
to us during the late Troubles, I have thought it proper thar their Condufl fhould not pafs without 
the Retribution due to it ; and for that Purpofc have dircdlcd, that they be rellorcd to the Poilelllon 
of the Lands to which they have hereditary Claims. J Ihall alfo give Orders to the Refident to pay 
Swp. Sit. Com. Rep. II. N them 
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them AOnuiIly, whUft they continue out of the Management of their fefpedire Diftriftt, an,|[How. 
ance proportionate to the Jurptna of each, as foon as that can l»e afeertained. 

The remaining Requcils require no Explanation or Comment. 

I will not engage the Time of the Board longer than to exprefs my Hope, that the ExpIanaHdnt 
which I have given of my Proceedings in forming the Settlement, will be fatbfa€tory. I be Proctfs 
of the Bulineb 1 left to Mr. Anderfon, to whom 1 am much indebted for the Pains and Diligence 
with which he afllAed me in bringing it to a Conclulion. Much remained to be done in Detail at the 
Time of his Departure on another Service, which of courie fell upon my Hands, with other Bufi- 
pefs. To this Caufe I muft beg the Board to attribute my Delay in making the Report of my Prq- 
ceedings, and any Deficiencies that may appear in it. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greateft Efteem, 
Chunargur, Gentlemen, 

a ift November 1 78 It Your mod obedient 

humble Servaot, 
(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable @oard. 
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abstract account of the Annual Jumma or Rent Roll of the Zemiiidary of Raja Cheyt Sing, 'and 
according to the Pottahs of the Farmers, for the Fuffullee Year ii88, including the Jagheers allowed t^ the 
Farmers. 
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Particular 


N*3.C. Particular ACCOUNT of the Revenues of Benares, &c. in the Fuffullee Year 1184, delivered to the Govern 

General by Rajah Mehipnarain. 
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* r«;!t R AC T ACCOUNT of the Revenue* of Benares, See. delivered to die Governor 
G^ne'ral by Rajah Mchipnaraih ; being formed from the Accounts of the Fuflullee Year 1184. 


Jumnia,, as per Account 


47>25-498 9 " 


Jumma, hot included in the Accounts j viz. 

The tagiiecrs of | Bhuddofre — — i>58>34i — 

Pergunnah Mahayctch, the Jaghecr of Durbejey Sing 60, COO — — > 

Seydpore, the Jagheet of Offan Sing, Amount jag- 
hecr' — r — 

Amount Maaffee, or Remiflion in the 

Revenue 

j', — — 54*000 — — 


2 , 72 . 34 t — — 


♦ Total Jumma of the Diftrias held by Cheyt Sing 

Deduft the Revenue paid to the Vizier, for the Purgunnah 
Kheiraghur — - — ” 

Total Jumma of the Zemindary of Benares, See. 


of 


49.97.839 9 i- 

1,81,046 14 ■— 
48,16,792 It i 


Deduft . 

AmoiUBt of the jagheers as above — — 2.72,341--- 


Charges incurred in collefting the Revenue of the 
Aummannee Mchals, alfo Mauffee, or cftablilhed 
Indulgences ufualiy granted to Farmers and Amils 
at the Clol'c of the Year : 


Charges of the Aummannee Mehals 37,1196 4. 

Mhuffec Maamooly 1,05,598 8 4. 

1.42.7J7 *5 — 


4.15.058 15 


44.01,733 — 


A true Copy, 


(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 


Sur. Sel. Co-m. Rep. II. 
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N®3« E« account particulars of the Revenue of Benares, &c. for the Year 1188, Fuffullee, delivered to 

the Governor General by Rajah^Mehipnarain. 
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K®3. F. ABSTRACT ACCOUNT of the Revenue of Benares, 8cc. for the Fufliillec Tear 1188, 

delivered to the Governor General by Rajah Mehipnarain. 


Jumma or Revenue inferted in the Account, N* 4. 


Jumma of the Jagheers, not included in the Accounts of Revenue •, viz. 

The Jagheers of j the Pergunnah of Bhuddovee — 1,58,341 — - 

Mahayctch, the Jaghter of Derbcjey Sing — —> 60,000 — - - 

Scydporc, the Jagheer of Oflan Sing — 50,000 — 

Maaftee, or Remillion to D“ — — 4,000 — — 

54,000 — - 


Deduft the Revenue paid to the Vizier, for the Diftrift of Kheiragur — 
Dcdiiftions from the Revenue -Jagheers as above — - 


CHARGES. 

Charges of colleding the Revenues of the Ammannee Mchals 41,119 6 J 
Maaflcc Manioolce, or eftablilhed Remiflions granted to 

h armers and Amils at the Clofe of the Year — — 1,02,598 8 J 


Benares Siccas 


46,33,661 12 i 


' A' 


a, 72.34* — — 


49,06, poz la ^ 
1,98,646 14 <— 




47.07.955 *4 — 

2,7’a,34i -i-ie- 

44.35.614 *4 i 


*.43.7*7 *5 ~ 


42,91,896 15 i 


A true Copy. 


(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board. 
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ACCOUNT of the REVENUESof GAZYPORE. 


N«3.a 


Meet Sheef Ally’s Diftrifts, on a Mourrery Jumma. 


Bulleah 

KfiareM 

Goflsh 

Sekunderpore 

Lucknifler 

Patchootcr 


Mahomedabadl 
Cuwcat Pullcey 


“ — 5>^7>ooo 


Munear Sing's Diftrids, held on a Mourrery Jumma; 


1,15,000 — — 


Gundeah 

Dabraa 

Zemmaneah 

Chowfah 

Curundah 


Takray Bukht Sing’s Diftrifts, on a Mourrery Jumma. 


— 2,77,000 


Baboo Juggur Deo Sing’s Diftrifls, held on a Mourrery Jumma. 


Zahoorabad 
Bhadawn 
Bchadcr Gunge 
Shaddee Abad 


t, 50, 000 •— 


Chandporc 


Baboo Peem Sing’s Diftrift, held on a Mourrery Jumma. 


18,000 — - — 


Behry Abad 


Buckihey Suddanimb's Diftrid, held on a Mourrery Jumma. 


15,000 — 


Scydpore 7 
Bettoree J 


Baboo Offan Sing’s Diftrifls, held on a Mourrery Jumma. 


70.000 — 


Talook of Boofgan and Burragong — — 

Acka Mehdee’s Mchals, Havclly, Ghaziporc, on a 

Mourrery Jumma ~ — 92,000 --- 

All the Saycr Revenues ~ — 55»ooo — 


10,000 


1,47,000 


14,14,000 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


Sup. Szl. Com. Rep. II. 


COPY 
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*3H. 


I ; 


COPY of the General Settlement of the Zemindary of Benares. 


Jumma, per Account 


— — ~ . 


Add Profits enjoyed by the Baboos, which may now 
lated at . 

be refumed, calcu* 

4,00,000 — 

Deduct Articles of Revenue now alienated : 



Benyram’s Jagheer — — — 

Bundoo Cawn’s D* — - — 

Jaggunaut’s D“ 

Half of the Maalh and Charity confirmed by Mr. 
Marriot, afterwards refumed, and now reftored 

25,000 ■— — 
2,000 — — 
1,200 — — 

33,296 

61,496 — — 

Deduft allb Charges of Collection, as per Account viz. 

R* 

52^44,506 12 — 

In the Amanny Mchals — — 

In the farmed Mchals allowed to the Farmers — 

1,02,598 8 i 

*. 43 . 7‘7 *5 — 



Deduct Revenue paid for Kheiragur to the Vizier 

— — 

51,00,788 13 
1,98,046 14 

Deduct jaghcers and Allowances for the Support of the Rajah, his Family, 

and Dependants } viz. 

49,02,741 15 — 

Jagheer of i Buddower belonging to the Raja — 
Ditto Mahayteh Durbeyey Sing 

Ditto Scydporc Oflan Sing 

Allowance granted for the Support of the Raja, his 
Houlhold Expences, Family, Suary, &c. — 

i> 55 v? 4 t 

60.000 — 

54.000 — — 

6,30,400 15 — 




9,02,741 15 — 


40,00,000 — ^ 


A true Copy. 


(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 


N* I. ABSTRACT 



N* 3 . 1. N* I. ABSTRACT of the Allowances paid for the Support of diftrcffcd 
Families, and Men of Piety and Learning, from the Revenues of Benares ; 
formed from an Account which was drawn out by Raja Cheyt Sthg at the 
Defire of Mr. Fowke, and is now in the Pofiefiion of the Cawzee s authen- 
ticated by Mr. Graham’s Signature. 
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N- 3 . 1 . . 




N*a; 



N* i. The Cawzee delivers in a Lift of Perfons who are not forthcoming, and in general fuppofed to 
be dead, or fo provided for as not to require the Allowance, the Abftraft of which is as follows : 


Abfentecs on the Lift of Allowances figned by Mr. Marriot. 

Maa(h 
Rozindars 


20,289 8 ^ 
4,116 8 -I- 


24,406 — ■ 

Abfentces on the Lift of Allowances granted after the Time of Mr. Marriot. 


Maafee Dehat — 


— 12,934 3 — 

37>340 3 — 


Statement (hewing the whole Amount of the Allowances, and particularizing the Proportion thereof 
held in the Names of Perfons who are cither dead or ablcnt. 


Maafh — 
Dead or abfent 

Rozindars 
Deaii or abfent 


Maaftec Dehat 
Dead or abfent 


In Mr. Marriot’s Lift. 


After Mr. MarrioPs Time. 


58,891 

20,289 


32,111 

4,120 


5 — 

8 — 

38,601 13 — 

9 — 

8 — 


27,991 1 — 


66,592 14 


— 56,375 *0 {- 

— 12,934 3 -- 


J.igheers 


43,441 7 T 

19,290 

62,731 7 i 


1,29,324 

Relolved, That Copi« of the Account be fent to the Rajah, and that he be direfted to reftore 
One Half ot the (cveral Allowances confirmed by Mr. Marriot, and held by Perfons who are ftill in 
being and prefent, being by the above Account R* 66,592. 14. One Half whereof is Rupees 
33,296. 7- and that he be allowed^ on the Death of the Incumbents, to refume their Proportions : 
That Mr. Markham be authorized to examine any Claims which may hereafter be preferred to a fi- 
imlar Indulgence by the Perfons who arc fuppofed to be dead or abfent, and who are comprehended 
under the Article of Account, N® 2. R* 24,406, and that he report thereon to the Governor 
General and Council ; 1 hat as it does not appear that the Allowances granted after Mr. Marriot’s 
Time were properly bellowed, it is unncccflary to reftore thfcle. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. riay. 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 


Former 
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Former Lands belonging to the Tomb at Chunar. 

The Village of Begporc. 

D° Buggerah. 

D* Bohry. 

D* Bibtee. 

The Fackeer reprefents that all thefc Villages were refumed in the Time of Munfarumj afterwards 

the Nabob Seef Dar Jung reftored the Two Villages of Behrce and Bigpore, valued at 1,000 Rupees 
per Annum. Thefe are Hill in Poffeffion of the Fackeers, but they arc now fubjeft to a Revenue of 
500 R* per Annum, which was impofed about 18 Years ago, when Tumkun Khan, the Naib of Sujah 
ul Dowlah, made a general Refumption of One Half of all the Charity Allowances of Benares. The 
remaining 500 R* was confirmed afterwards by Mr. Marriot, and in F.xception to all other Allowances 
has been continued by the Raja. The Fackeer now requefts to have the whole Four Villages rertored, or 
if this cannot be granted, to have the Revenue of 500 R’ taken off. He docs not know the Amount 
of the Villages of Behry and Begporc. 


The Cawzee of Benares being examined, confirms this Reprefentation. 

8 Oiflober, Sunnud ilTued to Mahomed Ifmacl the Khalecfa, granting the Villages of Begporc and 
Behree to be held free of Revenue, for keeping the Tombs and Mofquc at Chunar in proper Repair, 
and for the Maintenance of the Fackeers. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) Ed. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


The Pottah granted to Rajah Mehipnarain Bahadre. 

Whereas the Sirkar of Benares and Chunar, and the Mahals of the Sirkar of Jownpoor, both T 

Maul and Sayer, and Havcice Mahomedabad Benares, and the Dums of Mulboos Khas, and the d* * 
Pergunnah Bheddohee, and the Talook of Sutmamow, dependant on the Pergiinnah of Chandie and 
Sukteergur, and the Pergunnah of Kuntcct, called Beejeypoor, and the Sirkar of Gauzepoor, and the 
Pergunnah of Seumderpoor and Khereed, and Shaadeeabad and Tuppe Serincha, with the Maul and 
Sayer, and Cootwally of Jownpore, and the Mokcarnce and Ycitefaub, and Sungwazinee of Benares, 
both Maul and Sayer, with the Daftoor Dewannee, befides Half of the Jaghcer of the'Pergunnah Bhed- 
dohee, &c. and the Maaftic to the Rozeenadars and other Expcnccs of the Hufhoominhayee, con- 
formably to your Cabboobeak, have been granted to you from the Beginning of the Month Aflin 
1 189 Fuflelce, anfwering to the 14th September 1781, at the Agreement of Forty Lacks of Sicca 
Rupees, ftruck in the Town of Benares, as a fixed and perpetual Sum, without Alteration, for every 
Year, and from that Amount the Sum of (6,66,666. 10. 10.) Six Lacks Sixty-fix thoufand Six hun- 
dred and Sixtyrfix Sicca Rupees Ten Annas and Ten Gandas for this Year, which is 1 189 Fuflelee, 
on account of the Devaftations, &c. in the Two Months of Difiurbances, having been remitted, the 
remaining Amount of the Maulwajeb Maulguzarree of the Sirkar, being 5. 10.) Thirty- 

three Lacks Thirty-three thoufand Three hundred and Thirty-three Rupees Five Annas and 'I'en 
Gandas of Benares Sicca Coin, of due Standard and Weight, agreeably to the feparate Kifibundee of 
Cubbooleeat, which you have written, and delivered under your own Seal, you will. Month by Month, 
without Excufe or Delay, and without the Expence of the Sebundee and other Expences, conform- 
ably to the Kills mentioned in them, pay duly as the Khezana to the Sirkar ; and in the next Year 
the fixed and perpetual Yearly Amount Jumma of 40 Lacks of Sicca Rupees, which you have agreed 
to, and the Killbundce of which alfo you have delivered under your own Seal into the Dufter ot the 
Sirkar, conformably thereto you will yearly difeharge, as the Maulguzzare to the Sirkar. By the 
Bltfllng of God from this Agreement in no Inftance (ball there ever be any Dcvi.ation or Failure. 




'] i.c 


Sel. Com. Rep. II. 


R 
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The BUNDOBUSTof the Year 1189 FulTullcc. 


Conformably to the Papers — - 

increafe to the Advantage of the Sirkar 

49,0^002 12 — 
4,00,000 — — 

B* S' R* 

53,06,00a la 



I^eduft the Jagheers, &c. 

Jaghcer of Beneram Pundit — - 

Jagheer of Bundoo Khan . 

Jaghder of Jaghernaut Soubadar — - — 

Rcllored to the Rozenadars — 

25,000 — ~ 
2,000 — - ~ 
1,200 — — 
33,296 


]!!>edufb the ^xpe'nces of Mahals Amaunnee, See. 

The Expences of Mahals Amaunee 

Maafee Maumoolze ... 

61,496 — ... 

41,119 6 10 
® to 

5i*>44.5o6 I a — . 



*. 43 . 7*7 *5 — 

Dedu^ the Mahal of Keerghur, of which the Maulguzarree is appropriated 
to the Sirkar of the Nawab Vizier Almalek Bahadrc — 

51,00,788 13 — 

1,98,046 14 — 


Balance — 

49.02.74 1 15 — 

Dedii(fl my Jagheer, Sec. with thofe of my Dependants, 
Half the Pergunnah of Bheddhoe — 

The Pergunnah of Mahaiche — _ 

The Pergunnah of Seidpoor — 

My Salary, &c. and thofe of my Dependants 

1.58,34* — — 

60.000 — • — 

54.000 •— 
6,30,400 15 — 

9.02,74* *5 — 


Balance — 

40,00,000 — — • 

Dedua the Devaftations, &c. of Two Months DifturSnees 

— 

6,66,666 10 10 

Balance Benares S' R* — . 

33.33.333 5 *0 

From the Year 1190 Fuffelee a fixed and perpetual Sum, con- 
formably to the former Bundobuft — « 10 

Increafe taken from the Deduftions on account of the 

Devaftations, &c. - ,0 


Total Benares S' R' .• 

40,00,000 — « 


Dated the ift of Aflin 1189 Fuilelee, 
anfwcring to the 14th September 1781. 

A true Copy. 
(Signed) 

A true Copy, 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


Ed. Colebrooke, 

Perfian Tranflator. 


CUBBOOLEEAT 
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CUfeBOOLEEAT of Rajah Mchipnarain Bahadrc. 

I Rajah Mchipnarain Bahadrc : Whereas the Zemindarry of the Sirkar of Benares and Chunar, and 
the Mahals ot the Sirkar of Jownpoor, both Maul and Sayer, and Havclce Mahomedabad Benares 
and the Daums of the Mulboos Khas, and the Pergunna Bheddhoec and the Talook of Sungramow’ 
dependant on the Pergunnah of Chanda and Sukteefghur and Cunteet, called Beejeypore, and the 
Sirkar of Gauzecporc and the Pergunnah of Seumdeepoor, and Kherecd, and Shaadeeabad/and Tup- 
peeSenneha, with the Maul and Sayer and Cootwally of Jownpoor, and the Mohecmll and YettV 
I'aub and Sangwazmee of Benares, and the entire Mahals both Maul and Sayer, with the DuRoor 
Dewannee, of the Soubah of lllahabad, befides the Mahal of Keiragur, of which the Maulguzzary is 
appropriated to the Sirkar of the Nawab Vizier Almamalch Afoph ud Dowlah Bahadrc, and the 
Mahals of the Jagheers held by the Rozccnadars, and the Expcnces agreeably to the Hulhaomin- 
hayee or Account of Deduftions, have been given in Perpetuity to me from the Honourable Com- 
pany, at the fixed and perpetual Yearly Sum of Forty Lacks of Benares Sicca Rupees, of full Weight 
and Standard. I have agreed to it of my own free and entire Will, and of that Amount the Sum of 

(6,66,666. 10. 10.) Six Lacks Sixty-fix thoufand Six hundred and Sixty-fix Rupees Ten Annas and 

Ten Gandas having been remitted and dedufted on Account of the Devaftations, &c. in the Two 
Months of Difturbance for the Year 1189 Fuffelce, I have acknowledged, without Hefitation the 
remaining Sum of (33,33,333. 5. to.) Thirty-three Lacks Thirty-three thoufand Three hundred and 
Thirty-three Rupees Five Annas and Ten Gandas of Benares Sicca Standard, to be due from me as 
the Maulwajeb of the Sirkar for the faid Year, and having written and delivered under my Seal, upon 
a feparate Paper, the Kiftbundeeof it, lengageand deliver in Writing to this EfFea, that 1 will, agree- 
ably to the Kiftbundee, Month by Month, without Excufc or Delay, duly pay the Kliizana Aumera 
of the Sirkar in the Town of Benares, and at the End of the Year I will take a Receipt and Dif- 
charge for the Whole ; and the Jumma of the next Year 1 190 Fuflelec having been fettled for the entire 
Sum of Forty Lacks of Benares Sicca, as a perpetual and fixed Sum for every Year, that alfo do I include 
in this Cubboolecat, and engage that I will, without Excufe or Delay, agreeably to the Kills of the 
fame, difeharge. Month by Month, the Khezanna Aumera of the Sirkar j and that 1 will without 
Fail pay the Money of the Rozenadars, &c. conformably to the Hulhoaminhayce, and take a Receipt 
for it j and that, employing myfclf in the Duties and Affairs of my Zemindarry, 1 will not negleft 
or be deficient in any one Point of Diligence and Care, but I will behave with the greateft Attention 
to the Ryotts and to all People of every Rank ; and I will exert my utmoft Abilities in the Cultiva- 
tion and Population of the Country, and the Increale of the Revenues, fo that it may improve 
daily i I will aft with fuch Vigour in expelling Thieves, Night Robbers, Murderers, and all Evil 
Doers, that not one of them lhall remain withk my Zemindarry, and that no Crimes and Offences 
fiiall be heard of. 

1 have therefore written and delivered thefc few Lines in the Nature of a Cubbooleeat, that it may 
be made ufe of when necelfary. ' 

Dated the iftDayof Aflin 1189 Fuflelle, 

anfwering to the 14th September 1781. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) Ed, Colebrooke, 

Perfian Tranllator. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


6 


KISTBUNDY 
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4 * 3 . N. K I S T B U N D Y of the Sirkar of Benares and Chunar, and the Mahals of the Sirkar of 
Jownpoor and Mahomedabad, the Sirkar of Gauzypoor, &c. &c. for the Year 1 189 Foffclee. 


Decluft the Jaghcers^ &c. 

Jagheer of Bencram Pundit 
Jaghecr of Bundoo Khan 
Jagheer of Jaghernaut Subndar 
Kcitored to the Rozeenadars 


Total Benares S" R® — 


25,000 

2,000 •— 

1,200 — — 


33,296 


Dcdu( 5 l the Expences of Mahals Amaunce, &c. &c. 
The Expences of Mahals Aniaunee 
MaafFee Mamoolec — — 


Balance — 

41,119 6 10 
>»02,59S 8 10 


53,06,002 12 — 


61,496 ~ 
52,44,506 12 — 


*. 43 . 7*7 *5 — 


Deduft the Mahal of Kheiragur, of wliich the Maulguzarrec is appropriated 
to the Sirkar of the Nawab Vizier — — 


51,00,788 13 — 
1,98,046 14 — 


Deduct my Jaglieer and Monthly Salary, with thofe of my Dependants. 
Half the Fergunnah of Bheddhoee — — 1.58,34* — 

"I'lie Pergunnah of Maharchee — ■— 60,000 — • 

The I'ergunnah of Seidpoor — - — • 54,000 — 

The Salaries, &c. &c. — — 6,30,400 15 


Balance 


49,02,741 15 — 


9,02,741 15 — 

40,00,000 

6,66,666 10 10 


Deduft the De variations of Two Months Difturbances — — 

Balance Benares, S’ Rup’ — 33.33.333 5 *0 


Aflin — — — - 

Cautie — 

Augiin — — — - 

Maiig — — — 

Fehangun — — — 

Choit _ — 

Bylaak — •— — 

Jeheit — - — — 

Aflar — — 

Sawaun — — — 

Bahadun, which is the End of the Year 


10.000 — ' — 

15.000 

2,78,000 

2,78,000 — - — 
2,78,000 — —■ 

2,78,000 

2,78,000 — — 

2,78,000 

2,78,000 — — 
2,78,000 — 

2,78,000 

8.06,333 5 10 

33.33.333 5 *o 


D.ited the id of Aflin 1 189 FufTclee, 
anlACiing to the 14th Sept. 1781. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board, 


7 


KISTBUNDY 
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KISTBUNDY of the Sirkar of Benares and Chiinar, and the Mahals of the Sirkar of 
Jownpoor and . Mahomedabad, and the Sirkar of Gauxeeporc, for the Year 1190 Fulfclce. 

i * ^ * 

B* S' R* 


The Jumma, agreeable to the Papers 
The Bazyaft or Refumptiuns taken from the 
Bauboos ~ — ~ 

Pedoft the new Jaghcers and the Rozecnadars. 

Jaghcer of Bcncram Pundit — — 

Jagheer of Bundoo Khan •— — - 

Jagheer of jagernaut Subadar — — 

Rclloicd to the Rozecnadars — — • 


Deduft the Expenccs of Mahals Aumannee, &c. &c. 
The Expences of Mahals Ammaunnee 
Maaffce Maumoolce — — 


49,06,00a 12 — 
4,00,000 — — 


25,000 — 

2,000 

1,200 

33,296 


41,119 6 to 
1,02,598 8 10 


Dedufk the Mahal of Kceragur, of which the Maulguzarree is appropriated to 
the Sirkar of the Nawab Vizier — — . — — 


Deduft my Jagheer and Monthly Salary, &c. with thofc of my Dependants. 


Half the Pergunnah of Bbeddhoe — 
The Pergunnah of Mah^fchie ' — 
The Pergunnah of Seidpore 
My Salary, and thofe of my Dependants 


1,58,341 

— 60,000 — — 

— 54,000 — »- 

— 6,30,400 15 — 


Balance B*S‘R‘ — 


53,06,000 12 


61,496 — 


Balance ■— 52,44,506 12 


*,43,717 *5 — 
51,00,788 13 — • 
1,98,046 14 — 
49,02,741 15 — 


9,02,741 15 — 
40,00,000 — — 


Aflln 

Cautie 

Augim 

Poofs 

Maug 

Pehaugun 

Choit 

Byfaak 

jaheit 

Affar 

Sawann 


2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 

2,90,000 


Bhadiin, which is the End of the Year, 8,10,000 — — 


B' S" R* 40,00,000 


Dated the ift of Afliln 1189 Fuflelcc, anfwcring 
to the r4th September 1781. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


Svp; Sel. Com. Rep. II. 


S' 


Agreement 
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N* 3. P. 


Agreement of Rajah Mehipnarain Bahadre, for the Payment of tlie Arrears. 

Having been ordered from the Prefence, to colleft and pay to the Sirkar whatever Balances remain 
of Cheyt Sing’s Adminiftration, to the End of the Year 1188 v I ihcrtf,rc reprefenr, that whatever 
I can collecft of the Balances for the above Year, I will pay to the Sirkar. 

A true Copy. 

A true Copy. (Signed) Ed. Colebrooke, 

(Signed) E. Hay, Perfian I'ranflator. 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 


1^0 r\ Requefts of Raja Mehipnarain, to which he is hopeful that the Governor General’s Signature 
~ 3 * may be affixed. 


Firll Article. 

Of the Mint and Adaalet, &c. agreeably to the following Lift, whatever Part (hall be divided 
from my Bundobull, I hope that the Receipts of that may be dedudted in the Maulguzaree : ift. The 
Mint, ad, The Adaalet. 3d, The Foujedarry. 4th, The Cootwallee of Benares. 5th, The 
Nckhas. 6th, 'Fhc Brokerage from Strangers, yth, The Talaalhee. 8th, The Kuinarkhana. 
9th, The Dultoor upon Kings. 

Anfwcr to the f’irft Article. 

Of the Mint and Adaalet, &c. agreeably to the above Lift, whatever may be the Average Re- 
ceipts for the Five lalf Years, fball be deduced in the Maulguzarree. But for the Tax upon 
Strangers, which out of Regard to the Welfare of the People, and the Population of the Country, I 
have annulled, you (hall have no Dedudfion. 

Second Article. 

Whatever may be granted from the Prcfcnce to the Zemindars, &c. for their Support, I am hope- 
ful may be deducted in the Maulguzarree. 

Anfwcr to the Second Article : 

The former Zemindars and PolTcfTors, who received Allowances and Support, and who were in 
PoITcffion to the End of laft Year, and who are not included in the Paper delivered to the Prcfcnce, 
fhall be continued. Befides thefe, whatever further Allowance for Support may be made from the 
Prcfcnce to any Zemindar, &c. (hall be deducted in the Maulguzaree. 

Third Article. 

Whatever may be the Expences, on account of the Comtniffions of Englilh Gentlemen, &c. I am 
unable to lupply them. On this Point 1 rcquelt your Orders. 

Anfwcr to the Third Article. 

Whatever Article may be commiffioned, you (hall receive the Price of it; and befides, on the 
Company’s Account, there (hall be no Commiffions. 

Fourth Article. 

The Way that the Bundobuft of AlTalrs has been fettled is well known to the Prcfcnce. I pro- 
viding the Miulwajcb of the Sirk ir, wherever 1 may fee the Means of making an Encreafe of Profit, I 
will make the Bundobuft accordingly. I am hopeful tliat no one may receive Indulgence from the 
Prcfcnce. 

Anfwcr to the Fourth Article. 

Wherever you may Ice the Means of making an Encreafe of Profir, you will make the Bundobuft 
accordingly. No one (hall receive indulgence^ from the Prcfcnce. 

Fifth Arricic. 

I am hopeful that the Troops, which (hall be appointed from the Prefence, for the ProtedlIoi> of 
the Sirkar of Benares, Ac. may be Rationed agreeable to my Requeft, 

Anfwcr to the Fifth Article. 

Wherever Troops may be nccelTary, they (hall be ftationed. 

Sixth Article. 

RJpcd.ng the Balances, to the End of the Year 1188, during Cheyt Sing’s Adminiftration, I have 

* been 
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been ordered frofti the Prcfertce to coliedl ^nd pay them to the Sirkar. I therefore rcprclcnt, that 
whatever of the Balances for the above Year, I will pay to the Sirkar. 


Anfwcr to the Sixth Article. 
Agreed, 


A true Copy. 
(Signed) 


E. Hiy, 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 


ChunSgut, 19th Augiift 1781. 

To Colonel Muir, 

The Treachery of Raja Cheit Sing has compelled rtic to retreat to this Place, where I wait tO re- 
duce this Zemindary ; a Work (I truft) of no great Difficulty or Time. I have received a Letter 
from you, mentioning that Madajcc Scindia has offered Terms of Peace •, I hereby give yOu full 
Powers, in the Name of the Governor General and Council, to conclude a Treaty with him on the fol- 
lowing Inftruiflions : I have febt you Credentials in Form : I do not repeat them in this, on account 
of the Dangers of the Road ; but in cafe of their Mifcarriage, this Letter muft ferVe in their (lead. 
Aft accordingly, and I will ratify it. Agree with him, either for an Alliance of mutual Defcncei 
or Neutrality. If he defires to include tM Pclhwa, yoU may agree to a Treaty of Peace with the 
Pcihwa, and an Alliance againft Hyder Ally Cawn, and all common Enemies, or of Peace Amply, 
on the Conditions of reftoring all that we have acquired during the War, except Ahmedabad, and 
the Territory conquered for Rajah Futtah Sing Guickwar, and the Fortrefs of Gwallior, and Fort 
and Territory of Lahar i that we will never aflill Ragonaut Row, nor interfere in his Concerns, nor 
admit him into our Forts and Faftories ; but we will not deliver him into the Hands of any ohe i 
let a Time be allowed him to repair to a Place of Security. We will yield what is ours, and we can 
in Honour grant; but we will never fuffer our Treaties to be infringed, nor our Faith to be 
violated. Referve for us Baffeen if you can, even if it Ihould be neceffary to yield in exchange for 
it, all the Lands obtained by the Treaty with Colonel Upton, except Sabutta, and the other ceded 
Iflands, and the ceded Moiety of Barouch; but do not infift on the Refervation of Baffeen to the 
Hindrance of Peace ; we want nothing from them but their Alliance againil Hyder Ally Cawn, and 
that we can difcenfe with. Be careful that the Agreement do not contain any Thing hoffile to the 
Government or Berar, or hurtful to our Conneftion with it. Obtain the Relloration of the Chun- 
derry Raja, and fccure, as far as you may have the Means, the IntereRs of the Raja of Narwar, and 
any other Chiefs who have been aftive in our Caufe. Include the Rhana of Ghode, and Futty Sing 
Gaykwar in the Peace. To prevent future Provocations of Hoftilities, let it be agreed to exclude 
the French and all other European Nations from the Ports and Dominions of the Mahrattas. If a 
Treaty has already taken place between General Goddard and the Mahratta State, the prefent Treaty 
muft in fuch Cafe be void, but you may affure Scindiah that no Peace can or ftiall be made to his Pre- 
judice. Send, if you think proper, a confidential Perfon to Madajie Scindiah. If he will engage on thi 
above Terms, he muft conclude them now : I am now making my final Arrangements, and if the 
Time is loft, a Treaty with him may be for ever precluded by them. Obviate any Conclufions which 
he may draw from the prefent Scene : It regards mylelf perfonally, and myfelf at this Time but 
little. Cheit Sing, by the fudden Maffacre of fome of the Sepoys of my Guard, which diminiffied it 
to the fmall Number of 400 Men, (hut up with me in the clofe Suburbs of Benares, might have 
effefted my Deftruftion. I efcaped the Danger, and Troops are affembling daily, to which he 
can afford no Oppofition. While the Effeft of thefe Inftruftions is pafllng to Scindiah, the Rajah’s 
total Exclufion might be accompliftied ; I hope it will. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings, 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 


N’4vAi 


To Colonel Muir. 


Chunarguf,- September loth 1781. 


Sir, 

I have lately fent you Difpatches in Duplicate, containing Inftruftions and full Powtrs for nego- 
ciatirtg and concluding a Treaty of Peace with Madajee Scindia, cither for himfelf feparately, or with 
a Refervation in favour of the Peifhwa, in cafe it Ihould be agreed to include him as a Party in the 
Treaty. I have fince received Intelligence that one of my Difpatches has been intercepted, and it 
i» not unlikely that the other may meet with the fame Fate, i have alfo fent a fecond Letter, of the 

fame 


N*4-Ba 
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i^ime Subftance with die firO, but without Credentials. As the prefent Opportunity promifc* A more 
iafe Conveyance, I now fend you a Duplicate of my laft Letter of infl;ru(^ion$, tt^thcr with a more 
lull and regular CommiHion than it was before in my Power to forward to you. 

i had Vtllcrday the Pleafurc to receive your Leter of the 17th ultimo. The one which you men. 
tion to have written on tlie i ^th has not reached me •, I imagine it has fallen into the Hands of 
Cheit Sin'r’s People. It is with great Satisfaftion I obfervet from the Deputation of Cliitnnagee Row, 
ili»t Madagec Sctndi.ih has in forne Degree anticipated the Overtures of this Government, that the 
general FxprtHjons of a Dclire of Peace, ufed at liis firft Interview with Mr. Ford, indicate a Dif- 
pofition lo confonant with our own. If Scindia Ihould urge the Return of your Detachment beyond 
the Bound.uies of his Dominions, I fee no Objedion to this Condition being granted ; on the con. 
n ary, I deliic ir, I here can be no Ufe for the Continuance of the Detachment after Peace is con. 
eluded ; nor will there be any Thing in the finalled Degree dilhonourablc in agreeing to its Return. 

TiieObjcds of its Fquipmtnc were, to divert Madajee Scindia from the Oper.itions on the Mala, 
bar Side of India, or to withdraw him from the Alliance of the Minifters of the Pefliwaj and 
thel'e Objects having been efl'edetl, its Return becomes a natural Confequence. 

We are under no Engagements to proteft the prefent Dorrtinions of the King, or thofe of 
Nudjiff Cawn and the Raja of Jaynagur > and if Peace is fettled betwixt Madajee Scindia and us, 

I do not dcfire that he fliould be rcllralned in carrying into Execution any Plans which he may 
have formed againft them ; at the fame 'J'ime, I think it ncceflary to caution you againft inferring 
any thing in the I'reaty, which may cxprefsly mark cither our Knowledge of his Views or Con- 
currence in them. It will be fufficient for us (and Scindia ought to be fatisfied with the Latitude 
implied in it) if he is only reftrided in the Treaty from making Encroachments on our own Ter- 
ritories and thole of our Allies, the Nabob Vizier, the Rlvafta of Ghode, and Putty Sing Gaickwar: 
For tlieic, an exprefs Provilion muft be made. He mufl:, in direft Terms, engage, that he will never 
inv.nde, or in any Rclpedt molcft them j as we will in the fame Manner ftipulate with refpeft to his 
'J’cri itorifs. In my Letter of the 29th ultimo, I inftrudlcd you to obtain the Reftoration of the 
Cliandery Raja, .ind to fecure the Interefts of the Raja of Narwar, and any other Chiefs who have 
been adive in our Caiife. This Subjeffc I muft now leave to your Difcrction, as it is not in my 
Power to fend you fuch explicit Inftrudlions as I could have wifhed, not having Accefs at prefenc 
to your and Colonel Camac’s Letters, which point out the Nature and Extent of our Connexions 
with each of thefe Rajas, and the Claims which their pall Services may have given them to our 
ProteXion. In dil'cuiring their Interefts, we muft make a DiftinXion betwixt aXual and implied 
Engagements. No aXiial Engagements whatever exift between us and any of thefe R.njas : Such of 
tliem, liowever, as have taken an aXivc Part in our Caufe, are entitled to foinc Degree of Confidcra- 
tion. You who are on the Spot, can beft judge of their fevcral Merits; and will attend to them 
.ns far as you may be able, without hindering the more important ObjeXs of your Negociations. - 
It feems probable, that few Difficulties will arife in fettling a feparate Treaty with Madajee Scindia j 
and this is the ObjeX which I have principally at Heart. l,ct it not be impeded or retarded by the 
Obftaclcs which may occur in adjufting the more complicated Matters remaining in Difpute betwixt 
us anil the Pcflivv.i. A Peace with the one muft foon produce a Peace with tlie other. Let an Open- 
ing be left for it in the Tieaty with Scindia, on tlie Terms I have mentioned ; and although thefe 
'I'crms comprdu nd in our Favour every ObjeX which we could dcfire ; yet they ar^, on the 
^Vholt•, lo adv.tntiigeoiis to the Pcfhwa, that I think his Minifters will .acquiefee in them, rather 
than continue a precarious and expenfive War, deprived of the Support artd Afllftanee of Mada- 
jee Scindia, 

It will l)c ncccdiiry to ftipulate, that in eafc they fttall not accede to the propofed Terms of Peace, 
Madajee Scindia ihall not, direXly or indireXIy, aflift them, orfufter any of his Tributaries or Sub- 
jeXs ro aflift tlicm, with Men, cr Money, or Arms, or any other Means of carrying on the War 
againft us.. 


This muft either be cxprefsly ftipulared, or fo clearly and ftrongly implied, that no Doubt Ihall 
remain reg.irding it. 

In the IWent of a Peace being fettled with the Pcfhwa, it will perhaps be thought proper to re- 
c-all Gcneial Goddard’s Detachment ; and their beft Route lies through Madajee Scindia’s Territo- 
ries. Witii a View to futh an Event, you will (lipulatC with Madajee Scindia, that he fhall allow 
them a free Pafiage, and affift them in procuring Provifions and other Neceflaries on the Road. 

1 cnclole a Letter which 1 have written to Scindia, informing him of the Powers which I have 
delegated to you ; and dcfire that you will urge him to an immediate Dccifion on the Propofitions 
wliicli you have to make to him. Infot.n him, that any Delay or Evafion on his Part, may pre- 
clude an Accommodation for ever ; and that by your Anfwers I Ihall be regulated in cntcrino’ into 
another Plan of Connexions, which will not only prove an infeparable Bar to the Views he has 
at prefent formed on the Northern Provinces, but draw fuch a powerful Attack on his own Terri- 
toiies, as muft infallibly end in his Expulfion and Ruin. 

If after the Conclufion and Execution of the leparate Treaty with Madajee Scindia, he Ihould 
dcliie to promote a Peace between us and the Pcfhwa, I will appoint a Perfon with full Powers to 
negociatc the fame, through the Channel of his IntroduXion and Mediation. 


I am, &c. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) 


(Signed) Warren Haftingv 


E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


Extrafl: 
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Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General to the Governor General and Council -, dated N“4.C#' 

Benares, aad Odtober 1781. 

I have already exprefled my Approval of the Orders fent to Bombay, and to Brigadier General 
Goddard, on the a 4tli September, againft a Plan ot oflTenfive Operations, and an Augmentation of 
the Military Eftablilhmcnt on that Coaft. The Realoning in favour of an Incrc ifc ot their Army, 
is doubtlefs overfet by their own ConfefTion of an Inability to maintain what they have already •, and 
we are unable to fupply them. 1 have not yet lecn the Plan of oflcnfive Operations recommended, 
but I am generally againft it, not being able to difeover to what ufeful Objetft it can tend. Be it 
wiiat it may, this Government has no Objeft but a Peace j we have acquired all that we fought 
for when we were forced into the War, and we have offered to part with a large Sliare of that All, 
to effeft a Peace. But I am influenced by ftill further Rcafons for approving of the Orders lent 
to Brigadier General Goddard; and thefe I ftiall now recite, firft making an Apology to the Board 
for not having before given them public Information of the Fadds on which they were grounded. 

I alluded to them diftantly in an official Letter, which I wrote to Mr. WhelerfromChunar; but from 
a Fear of its being interrupted, it was exprefled with fo much Caution, that I fear my Meaning may 
not have been exadlly underftood. In a private Letter, which I have fince written to Mr. 

Whcler, I have been more explicit, and lhall be obliged to him, if he will be pleafed to lay 
before the Board, and record on their Proceedings, fuch Part of it as relates to the Subjecl. 

I was made to underftand, by a Letter which I received from Colonel Muir, and by diftant 
Advances made to me after my firft Arrival at this Place, that Madajce Scindia was very defirous 
of a Peace. His Willies coinciding with thofe of our own Government, I fent Orders to Colonel 
Muir to negociate, and full Powers to conclude, a feparate Peace with him ; accompanied by In- 
ftruiftions for the Colonel’s Guidance, in fixing the Conditions of it. As thefe appear to be the 
Orders on which a Treaty has fince been prepared, I tranfmit a Copy of them enclofed for the 
Information of the Board, together with a Copy of my Credentials to Colonel Muir. They were 
both drawn up to go in the fmalleft Comp-ifs poffible, on account of the Danger to the Pall'age of 
our Letters at that Period. Soon after I had difpatched thefe Orders, and beloie they could reach 
Colonel Muir, I received from him a Communication of his Corrclpondence with Scindia, with 
refpeft to the Conditions of a Peace; and was happy to find by it, that the Coiiiiitions to whitli 
Scindia would agree, were, except in very trivial Inltances, the lame as thofe which I had impowered 
Colonel Muir to yield. 

I have the Honour to tranfmit inclofcd, for the Information of the Board, a Tranflation of the 
fropofals made to Colonel Muir by Scindiu’s Dewan, on the Part of liis Mailer; a Copy of my 
Replies, and of a Letter which I wrote with them to Colonel Muir on the nth ult. A Truce hail 
been refpeftively agreed on between the Two Commanders, and my Inftroftions to Colonel Muir 
fortunately reached him before the limited Period of it was expired. I h.ive been for ibmc l ime 
in hourly Expeiftation of hearing that the Treaty was concluded, having had the Satisfaftion to 
learn from Colonel Muir, that neither the Arts of Cheyt Sing, nor the word State of our Allairs 
in this Country, even the moft exaggerated Account of them, ajipear to have affedted the amicable 
Dilpofition of the Mahr.itta Chief; but as it will afford the lloaid I’leafure to know what Progrefs 
Colonel Muir has made, I have the Honour to I'ubjoin an Extradt of tlie laft Letter which I received 
from him, under Date the 6t!i Inftant. — “ Tlie Treaty is at laft fairly made ouf, and is this Day 
“ tranfmitted to Scindia for his Approbation. I'o-morrow it will be returned, and if approved, 

“ Captain Ford will be difpatched to his Camp to lee his Signature and Seal affixed ; after which 
“ Interim, I lliall be able to write you fully on every Part of the important Charge inirufted to my 
“ Management.’’ — To this Information I beg the Board’s Permiflion to add an Exiradt of a private 
Letter received from Colonel Muir’s Camp, of a ftill later Date. “ Lcflai, iiih Odlober 1781. 

** The Treaty is ready, and Ford is to fet out this Morning for the Mahratta Camp to have it 
“ executed by the PutuI, as he has already approved of the Articles in it.” 

The Board will obferve in Sindia’s Propoi'als for a leparate Peace, that he promifes his Intcr- 
pofition at Poona, for effedting a general Peace with the Mahratta State ; and as in fuch F>ent it will 
be ncceffary to take fomc further Steps for fecuring Succefs to fo dcfirable an Objedl, I fliall loon have 
Occafion to addrefs the Board again on this important Subject. 

A true Extradl. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board; 


To Edward Wheler, Efquirc, &c. Council. N*4.. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the Honour to tranfmit to you Copies of my Inftruclions feverally delivered to Mr. 
Anderfon and Mr. Chapman ; the former deputed to M3d.ajee Sindia, the latter to Naypore. Both 
Sup. Sbl. Com. Rxp. II, T are 
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arc fo confonant to your Wifhes, and to the Commands of our honourable Superiors, that they wiH 
need no Comment or Explanation ; unlefs it fhall appear, that the Mifiion of Mr. Chapman is rather 
ollenfible than real, little being given him in Charge, but to preferve the Fricndlhip unimpaired be- 
tween the Government to which he is deputed and our s. In effeft, the Advantages propofed by it, 
arc rather contingent, than luch as could be preferibed as determined Objefts • an Attention was ncccU 
fary to an ancient and approved Friendihip of our Government, on the Occafion of our availing our. 
felves of a dift’erent Influence. 1 have judged it neceffary to provide for a new Channel of a Corref. 
ponclence with that Government itlclf, having loft that on which 1 had hitherto placed a confident and 
cffcdual Reliance, in the Dewan Dewargur Fundit. But my principal Hope from this Deputation is, 
that it may prove the Means of quickening the Conclufion of the Peace with the Mahratta State, by 
making an Objed of Competition to the Two moll powerful Members of it. It is not the profeffed Ob^ 
jed of Mr. Chapman’s public Credentials, and therefore not liable to any juft Grounds of Jealoufy in 
Madajee SinJia ; but from my h.xperknceof the general Tenor of the Policy of the late Dewan, and 
the Veneration paid to liis Judginenf, efpccially by the Rajah himfelf, will continue to make the Rule 
of the prefent Adminiftration, or whatever may decidedly fucceed to his. 1 have no Doubt that either 
the Rajah will endeavour tocou/ucrad our Endeavours to obtain a Peace, that we may ultimately have 
Kefourcc to him for afteding it *, or that he will himfelf precipitate it, if he fees it likely to be accom- 
j)lil'hcd by another, that he may have the foie Merit of it, and preferve his Confcquencc with both Par- 
tie^, by having been the fuccefsful Mediator between us. You will obferve, that I have fufficicntly 
guarded Mr. Clinpman's Inflriidions againft the PofTibility of their clafliing with Mr. Anderfon’s. 

I am certain that Mr. Chapman will think it no Degradation to ad under the Controul of Mr. Aa- 
derlon, for whole Abilities he entertains a very high and deferved Relped. 

Mr. Aiulerfon left Benares, to proceed on his Deputation, on the 5th of this Month, and Mr. 
Chapman on the i7tli : 1 he former accompanied by his Brother, Lieutenant Anderfon, whom I ap- 
pointed his Affiftant, granting the Allowance ufually annexed to fuch Office •, and by Tuffuzal Hoflain 
Couz,a Native of the lirft Abilities in Indoftan, who had been employed by me under Major Palmcr,du- 
ring his Deputation to the Rana of Ghode, and had rendered mateiial Services to our Government, 
and who 1 knew would be very ufeful to Mr. Anderfon in his Negociations, from the Charadcr which 
he beats throughout the Country for his Integrity and Knowledge: His Salary I fixed at a Thoufand 
Rupees per Month. Mr. Chapman is accompanied by Mr. John White, whom I have, appointed 
hi3 AflilUnt, v/ith the lanie Allowance that is given to Lieutenant Anderfon ; and as the Service on 
which he is employed is merely temporary, 1 fhould hope that the Offices which he holds in Calcutta 
will not be confulcrecl as vacated by this Appointment. Mr. Anderfon is authorized by me to draw 
the fame Allowances that were given to Colonel Upton, when appointed to the Court of Poona ; and 
Mr. Chapman the fame that arc given to Mr. Anderfon. 

i requeft the Board will be pleafcd to communicate to Mr. Anderfon any Orders which they have 
lately fenr, or may hereafter fend, to Brigadier General Goddard, that may be ncccflary for his In- 
formation, or any Inftruftions given to our Rcfident at the Court of Hydrabad, refpcifting the Na- 
zim’s Mediation of Peace between us and the Marattas, that the whole Subjeft may be complcatly 
before him. 

Colonel Muir having been unable yet to furnilfi me with the Particulars of the late Negociation with 
M. dajcc Scindia, by Reafon, as his laft Letters mention, of the dangerous and continued Sicknefs 
of Captain Ford, to whom he had committed the Execution of that Bulincls j and having tranfmiited 
to me the Perfian Copy of the Treaty, I have the Honour to forward the fame for your prefent In- 
formation, 

Chunarghurr, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

25th N0V4 1781. (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E, Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


Jos ^ Treaty concluded by Colonel Muir on the Part of the Englifli Company, 

* * * and Mall Rajah Subadar Madhc Row, on his own Fart. 

Mr. Warrtn Haftings, Governor General of Bengal, in virtue of the Power vefted in him by the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, having fully empowered Colonel Muir to fettle a Treaty 
of Peace between the Mah Rajah and the Company, in this Manner, That whatever he may conclude 
on the Part of the Company, fliall be binding on the faid Governor General and Council •, and the 
Mah Rajah and the Colonel being both dcfirous of a Peace, have concluded one on the following 
Terms. 

Article ift. Peace and Friendihip being folidly cftablilhcd between both Parties, each will remain 
to their Agreement. 

Article ad. Within the Space of Eight Days from the fcaling of the Treaty by both Parties, 
Q both 
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both Armies (hall at one Time begin their March, Colonel Muir with his Camp (hall return to tli« 
Territory of the Nabob Vizier, and the Mah Rajah with his Army to his own Country. 

Article jd. If it Ihould be approved, the Mah Rajah will mediate a Peace with Hyder Ally 
Cawn and the Company, and alfo a Peace between the Peilhwa and the Company : If Peace fhould 
take place in Confequence, it is well } if not, the Englidi Gentlemen are left at Liberty to aft as they 
pleafe, and the Mah Rajah will give no Interruption. 

Article 4th. Colonel Muir reftored to the Mah Rajah the Territories belonging to him on this 
Side of the Jumnah, of which the Company have polTcfled themfelves, and the Mah Rajah agrees not 
ro invade the Country of Lojendcr Rana Chitton Sing Bahadre, or Gwalior, which is now in his 
PofTeflion, or the Territory of MahccI Ram Sing Jcyendre Bahadre, now alfo fubjeft to him, pro- 
vided he (the laid Rana) fliall not behave improperly. 

Article 5th. The Mah Rajah will reflore Ram Chundcr, Rajah of Chundery, now under the 
Proteftion of Colonel Muir, to his Government, and will make no Demand on him whatever} the 
Mah Rajah will take the Whole of the faid Rajah’s Country from his treacherous Dewan, Raudye 
Dchir, who rebelled againlt him, and will reftorc it all to him, except wliat has for a Length of Time 
been (ubjeft to the Peilhwa j the Mah Rajah will expel the laid Raudye Dchir. 

The above Articles are ratified by the Seals and Signature of Col. Muir on the Part of the Com- 
pany, and the Mah Rajah on his own Part, on the 13th of October 1781, anfwcring to the 24th of 
•Showal 1 195 Kcyirah. 


A true Copy of the Tranflacion of the Perfian Tranfeript, received by the Governor from 
Colonel Muir. 


(Signed) K. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


To Mr. David Anderfon. 

Sir, 

Having already delegated to you by a formal Commifllon, the full Powers and Authority verted 
in me by the Governor General and Council, for the Purpoie of negociating and finally concluding 
a Treaty of Peace and Alliance between the Company and the Maratta State, and repofing the 
fkmeft Reliance on your Abilities and Integrity, I recommend to your attentive Confidcration and 
Obl'ervancc the following Inftruftions, for the eafier and more cflcftual Attainment of the great Ob- 
jeft of your Deputation, and other Purpofes dependant upon or connefted with it. 

The Peace lately concluded between our Government and Mahdajee Scindia, opens a fair Prof- 
peft for the Succefs of your Million, by the Ofter which that Chief has made to interpofe his 
friendly Offices at Poona for an equitable Accommodation. The great Credit and Infiuencc which 
Semdia pofll-fies in the Maiatta State, leaves no Room for Apprehenfion that his Entle.ivours will 
prove ineffeftual, if he exerts them fincercly and heartily. 

It is therefore with a View to difpofe him more ftrongly to our Intererts, that I defirc you to repair 
to him, to give him the ftrongert: Aflurancc of my pcrfonal Efteem and Fncndlhip, and of my Dclire 
to cultivate and improve tlie Conneftion which has lately been formed between us. The moft 
cffeftual Means of accomplilhing thefe Ihirpofcs, would be a pcrfonal Interview between Scindia 
and myfelf; and 1 defire ihat you will endeavour to draw from him his Sentiments concerning it, 
and advife it, if you find him difpofed to it, but do not abruptly or formally demand it. Should 
he be equally inclined to meet me, you may propofe Allahabad or Cawnpore, as the Rendezvous •, 
but if neither of thole Places rtiould fuit his Convenience, I will go to Etawa, or any other Place 
on the Banks of the Jumna, that you may judge my Time will admit of. If Scindia 
Ihould cither decline an Interview altogether, or not alTbrd you a proper Encouragement to re- 
commend it, it mull then reft entirely with you to cllcft my Views, whicii are as follows ; firft, 
obtain, through the Mediation of Scindia, and in Concert with Ins Agents, if he lliail think proper to 
depute one for the Purpofe, a Treaty of Peace and Alliance, oflenfivc and defenfive, witli the 
Peilhwa, aga'inft all common Enemies, but efpecially againlt Hyder Ally Cawn } or of Peace limply, 
on the Condition of reftoring all that we have acquired during the War, except Ahmcdabad, and 
the Territory conquered for Putty Sing Guickwar. 

Wc cannot totally abandon the Intcrefts of Ragonaut Row ; endeavour to obtain for him an 
adequate Provifion, on the Conditions preferibed in General Goddard’s Inftruftions. 

You may confent to yield what is ours, and what wc can in Honour grant ; but we will never 
fuffer our Treaties to be infringed, nor our Faith to be violated. You will of courfe be attentive to 
any Engagements fubfifting between us and other Powers, in fettling the Terms of Peace and Al- 
liance with the Marattas. 1 except from this Precaution the Rana of Ghode, who has been guilty of 
the moft flagrant Breach of Faith towards us, in every Inftance, after a moft faithful and I'crupiilous 
Performance of every Stipulation in his Favour by us, and after wc have laved him and his Coun- 
**7 from certain Deftruftion. Leave him to fettle his own Affairs with the Marattas : Colonel 
Muir will give you complete Intelligence concerning the Rana’s Conduft, and from this you will 
judge whether he is worthy of being any longer confidered as our Ally. 


N^. F, 


Referve 
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Refcrve BafTcin if you can, even though it (hould be with tlic Conceffion of refloring all the 
Lands obtained by the Treaty wiih Colonel Upton, except Saliett, and the other ceded I (lands, 
and the ceded Moiety of Baroach *, but do not infifl: on the Refervation of Baflein, to the 
Hindrance of Peace. We want nothing from the Marattas but their Alliance againft Hyder Ally 
Cawn, and that we difpenfe with, as the Kffcft ot a pofitive Engagement to which they cannot per- 
haps in Decency agree, although they may be defuous of availing themlclves of any Pretext which 
may lead to it without a direft Breach of their public Faith. 

He careiul that your Engagements do not contain any Thing hoftile to the Government of Berar, 
or hurtful to our Connexion with it. 

Include Futty Sing Guickwar in the Peace, according to the Treaty concluded with him, of 
which you have a Copy. 

Obtain the Exclufion of the French, and all other European Nations, from the Alliance, and from 
the Ports and Dominions of the Marattas. 

It mull be a j^rincipal Objedl of your Attention to prevail upon the Maratta Government to in- 
vade the Dominions of Hyder Ally Cawn : They will not enter into public Engagements for that 
Purpofe, as they arc at prelent in Alliance with him ; but Pretexts will not be wanting, when they 
fliall ])erceive the Facility of making Conquefts upon him. 

Endeavour to inierclt Scindia in all thele Views with the Adminiftration at Poona, and to en- 
gage him fepai ately, or with Tuckoogee Flolcar, into clofer Connexions with our Government by 
the ProlpeXs o( mutual Advantage. I leave a large Latitude in this InftruXion to your Difcre- 
tion. You know my Views, whicn are for prefent Peace and future Security, Purfue and agree 
to whatever may promote thefe Views. RejeX and (luin whatever may obftruX them, and efpe- 
cially Inch as may draw us in o a new Scene of HoiVilities. 

\Vait upon Colonel Muir in his Camp at Etawa, before you proceed to Scindia, and obtain from 
Jiiin every Information and Advice which can be ufeful in your Negociations with that Chief. 

Since your Departure, Raja Moodajee Boofla has rcquelled, that a Gentleman in my Confi- 
dence might attend him, as the Agent of our Government, at his Court •, and I have given this 
CommifTion to Mr. Chapman. I fend you a Copy of his Inllrudtions. You will furnifti him with 
fuch Communications and Orders from Time to Time, as you may judge will tend to promote 
the Succefs of your Negociations. 

Benares, I am, &c. 

4th November 1781. (Signed) Warren Haftings. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) K. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


, To Charles Chapman, Efquirc. 

4* O. Sir, 

The Kaji of Berar having exprefled a Defire, that an EnglKh Gentleman in my Confidence may 
be fent to his Court, I have thought proper to comply with his Requeft ; and depute you thereto ac- 
cordingly. Y'our Ciedcntials are enclofed. 

You are to confider the Firft ObjeX of your Comnfifljon to be, to ftrengthen and encreafe the 
PYiendfldp and Alliance virtually fubfifting between the Company and the Berar Government. You 
will be furnilhed by the Secretary at the Prcfidcncy with Copies of all the Papers that are material 
to your Information relpeXing the Relation in which the Two Governments ftantl to one another; 
and the Perlian 'i'ranfiator has Orders to give you Copies of fuch Part of the Corrcfpondcnce be- 
tween (hem, as \ou may require. 

Should any Circumltanccs occur that may prelent a favourable Opportunity to the Rajah to aX 
ofienfively againft Hyder Ally, and he or his Minifters Ihould fliew a Difpofition to employ the Berar 
Forces in doing fo, you will encourage it, and acquaint the Board with any realbnable Conditions on 
which fuch Aid may be proflered. 

The indecifivc ConduX of the Berar Government, fubfequent: to its Offer of Mediation and 
Guarantee of a Peace between the Company and Maratta State, having thrown the Credit and Ho- 
nour of fiu:h Interference into other Channels, you can now only accept of the Aftiftance which the 
Rajah’s Influence, as a Member of the Maratta State, may enable him to afford, for effeXing^ a 
Ipeedy Termination of the War, unlcls the other Members of the Maratta State Ihould require or 
approve his Guarantee, of which you will be advifed by Mr. Anderfon : And in this, and on every 
other Occafion which may relult from his Negociations, you will aX conformably to his Advice and 
Rtquifition. 

Sliould the Raj.i, ns he declares his Intention to be, pay a Vifit to Poona, and invite you to ac- 
company him, you will comply with his Defire ; but as Mr. Anderfon has been deputed by thu 
(Government with full Powers to conclude a lYcaty of Peace with the Maratta State, you are on 
no Account to enter upon any Negociation but at his exprds Rcquifit.on ; and you are, in every Rc' 

6 
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fpefl, to confider yourfelf as fubordinate to him, and to promote the Objcft which he has been ap- 
Minted to 4CComplirti. 

^ In this Qualification of yOur Powers, I know that I conform to your own Wiflics i but fliould 
any unforefeen Accident happen to Mr. Anderfon, that will prevent him from being prcfent at an 
Aflcmbly of the efficient Members of the Maratta State, or otherwife adling on the Orders given 
him, and he Oiall write to you to that Effed, and you yourfelf be on the Spot, and find them dif- 
poled to accommodate their Difpotcs with the Company, the Powers entrufted to Mr. Anderfon are 
in fuch Cafes to devolve on you, and you will aft in Conformity to his Infiruftions, a Copy of 
which is given to you enclofed, and to fuch further Infiruftions as he lhall give you. 

Mr. John White is appointed your Affifiant in this Deputation, and he and yourfelf are autho- 
rized to draw the fixed Allowances ufually given to Perfons employed in your refpeftive Capacities, 

I am, &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

1 2th November 1781. A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 

Honourable Board. 


To Edw^ Whelcr, Ef^uire, and Council. N* 5 ' 

Gentlemen, 

The Mode of collcfting the Cufioms on Merchandize palling through this Province, being at- 
tended with much Abufe, and the Rates unequal, being proportioned to the Load, not to the Value 
of the Goods •, I have iflued Orders that the Cuftoins lhall be hereafter collected only at Three 
Stations i namely, Mirzapore, Benares, and Gazipoor, by appointed Officers inltead of Farmers, 
and according to a new Table of Rates formed on the ordinary Prices of the Goods ; the Duty to be 
levied thereon at the Rate of 5 per Cent, and in One Angle Payment. 

Enclofed are Copies of my Orders to the Rajah, and to the Refidcnt, and of the Table of 
Rates. 

I am, &e. 

Chunargur, (Signed) Warren Hafiings. 

zzd November 1781. A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 

N. B. The Enclofurcs being merely official, and their Information only of local Ufe, arc there- 
fore omitted. They arc alfo of confidcrablc Bulk. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. &c. 


Sir, 

When I had laft the Honour of feeing you, I more than than once urged my Reafons for thinking 
that the Rebellion of Raja Cheit Sing was but a Part of a larger and more extenfive Plan, which was, 
by the good Fortune of your Arrival, prematurely brought forward before all the Parties to it were 
united and properly prepared for Aftion. In fupport of this Belief, and to prove that I am far from 
being finglc in the Efpoufal of it, I beg Leave to trouble you with fomc Extrafts from the Letters I 
have received from Colonel Hannay, written from the Time of the firft breaking out of the Re- 
bellion, to my Return to Lucknow. His Situation for obtaining the Knowledge he imparts, his Ex- 
perience, and his Judgment to guide what he advances, muft make his Sentiments of Weight and 
Authenticity. 

In his Letter of the 8th September from Fyzabad, fcarcely Ten Days after he had fet about obey- 
ing the Nabob Vizier's Orders to march with his Force to your Affiftance, he writes, “ That the 
whole Country on the Eaft Side of the Gogra was in Arms and Rebellion •, his own Troops 
deferring, and the finglc Companies fcarcely able to join other Detachments •, the Forts of 
** Gurruckpore, Bilma, and Dumreagunge, taken from the Aumils by the Zemindars •, and that even 
“ Hircarrahs cannot pafs ; fo that all Communication of Intelligence from his other Detachments 
” under Major McDonald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant Gordon, was cut off and at an End.” 
He adds, “ This Town (Fyzabad) has more the Appearance of belonging to Cheit Sing than the 
" Vizier. The Begums have placed Guards to prevent any of my People going to the Bazar in it. 
** Within thefefew Days Shaake Cawn, with near 1,000 Horfe and Foot, has marched from hence 
“ to Benares (they were railed here) and I muft confefs, that for my own Part I have no Doubt but 
** Juwif Ally Khan and Behar Ally Khan, through their Ag nts, have ftirred up all the Diftur- 
So?. $BL. Com. Rep. II. U " bance? 
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“ bancffs which extend from hence to Powez and Azimgur. I have fent Hoolafs Ray to the Begunt^ 
to enquire into the Rcafon of my People being prevented from going into the Town, Ch^yt Sing’^ 
‘‘ being luffcred to raife I'roops here, and why her Servants attempted to prevent my getting Boats to 
“ tranlporc the Company’s Guns and Horfc from Amora f 1 have alfodefircd that fhc will giveOr- 
“ ders tor feizing the Family of Shaakc Cawn (above mentioned; j and when Hoolafs Roy returns, I 
will write you her Anfwcr. In Kyrabad, Shylack, and all tlie Country on the Weft Side of the 
“ (iogra, between Fyzabad and Kyrabad Beid-amley, in Perfeflion ; the Aumils flying before the 
Gongwars, and Cannon firing at all Hours. Cheyc Sing has fent Money to Futty Saw, Ghinoo 
‘‘ Roy, Ajedmul, Zalim Sing, and all the refradtory Rajas, to enable them to raife Men. — I thi^ 
Moment received Gordon’s Account of the Lofs of his Detachment, which puts my March to join 
‘‘ you out of the Qjneftion. It happened by the Villainy of the Phoufdar of Tanda, Shumlhur 
“ Klian, a Cheelah of Bahar Ally Khan, who turned his Guns upon the Detachment; and an 
“ unfordablc Nullah in Front, and many Thoufands of Rajepouts, who had fought them all the 
Way from Chowra Gaut, made the Sepoys defpair. Zalem Sing and Puttypaul Sing mean to 
attack McDonald To-morrow with 2,100 Men. Bchar Ally Khan deferves Death, as tlie Lofs of 
“ Gordon’s Detachment can only be imputed to him. His Chcelak would never have adted fo dar- 
“ ing apart without Orders from him. Juwar Ally Khan, in the Choke of Fyzabad, afks every 
Man who bears the Appearance of a Soldier, why he goes not to Cheit Sing for Service. I 
“ mention thefe Circumftances, that you may mention them to Mr. Haftings and the Nabob, and 
the neceflary Steps be iniincdiately taken to prevent what Delay will render a very ferious 
“ Matter. A lew Days more will lead the Ferment which is here to Lucknow. If the Nabob in- 
“ fills upon my proceeding, I muft bring every Body with me, for whoever is left behind will 
be facrificcd.” 

On the 71b of September Captain Williams writes “ Upon my Arrival here I found that Part of 
F\itty Saw’s, Ghunoo Roy’s, and Ajccimull’s People, had eroded to Manjowlay. They have been 
‘‘ urged to this Step byCheyt Sing, who has fupplied them with a confiderable Sumof Money, and pro- 
“ milcd them great Sums, it they will put the whole Country into Confufion ; 5,000 Men are on the 
“ oppofite. Side of the River ready to crols; Futty Saw has written to all his Adherents to be in 
‘‘ Arinsi Saadit Ally and the Begums are concerned deeply in the late Bufinefs.” In a fubfequenc 
Letter, received immediate ly after the above, but without Date, Colonel Hannay fays : “ 1 have 
before told you how violently the Begum’s People inflame the prefent Difturbanccs; and, in addition 
to this, the principal Zemindars and Rajahs have all Certificates, under the Seal of Cheyt Sing, 
that he will lupply them with whatever Money they may require forfubfiding all the Troops they 
can raife. In a very diort Time 1 apprehend thegFcaicfl Part of the Nabob’s Dominions will be 
in the State we are in here ; and it is the general Belief of every Man in this. Part of the Country, 
that the Condufl f have related is a concerted Plan for the Extirpation of thcEnglifli. What may 
be the Situation of the reft of the Nabob’s Dominions I know not; but it is moft certain, that 
“ from Goonda to Manjee, and from Fyzabad to the Benares Dillridt, and acrofs from the Gogra to 
the Ganges, the Country is in the utmoft Ferment. Should the prefent Difturbanccs proceed from 
“ a Flail ol Policy, it will be concealed from you as much as poflible, and therefore I take all poflible 
“ Means of communicating to you what I really know to be faft. i know not whether the Dawks 
pals ficely from you to Lucknow; but if they do nor, and no Meafure is immediately taken 
“ to bring about Order, and draw the Troops together, we may be deprived of all poflible Means 
‘‘ of aflifting one another, and the Army loft by detached Regiments, We have no Communication 
with Bengal, and the Troops on this Side Benares are at prefent too much feparated to yield one 
another timely Afllftance. I hope to God a fufficient Force is ordered for the Reduftion of 
Cheyt Sing ; for the People who are daily fent to bim^ llorfe and Foot^ from Fyzabad^ and the Seat 
“ of Rebellion I have before named^ is very great 

In the next of the 13th he lays, ** It is impolTible, in the general Infurreftion which now reigns aL 
“ moft univcrially, for me to get the Force together the Nabob demanded, or to force my Way to 
‘‘ you with a Ids. The greateft Anarchy prevails. The prefent Infurredtion is faid, and believed, 

‘‘ to be with an Intention to expel the Englifh. I am compelled to give up all the Country below 
Goonda. Be upon your Guard againft the Vizier, for there arc many Circumftances to make me 
believe he means to cfpoufe the Caufe of Cheyt Sing; the Begums have almoji tbemfelves recruited 
“ for him.” ^ 

In his Letter of the igt!i he fays, “ If you meet with but a Check at Benares, every Man in the 
Country is ready to fall upon your fcattcred Parties. I'he State of the Vizier’s Dominions is in 
general beyond Defeription ; the Inlurreftion is not partial, but generally fpread throughout the 
“ Whole, though ic rages moft violently in the Mahls of Sultanpore, iheMahls from Fyzabad to the 
“ Benares Country, the Mahls on tliis (Eaft) Side of the Gogra, and in Koonary, Kyrabad, and 
“ SylaOk; and it 1 may trull to the Information I receive, ic is already begun; and will Ibon rage 
“ as violently, in the Shajihcmpore, Rohilcund, Kofa,and the Douab. I have already and repeatedly 
informed you of the Dilpofitions of thofe in Power in Fyzabad, which has in faft becnone of the 
great vSourccs'o/ the Infurredion, and the Place of all others in the Vizier’s Dominions which has 
lupphcd Cheyt Sing with the greateft Number of Troops. The old Begum docs, in the moft 
open and violent Manner, iupport Cheyt Sing’s Rebellion and the infurretftion ; and the Nabob’s 
Mother’s accurled Eunuchs aie not Icfs induftrious than thofe of the Burra Begum, Capital Ex- 
“ amples of Jewar Ally Khan and Bchar Ally Khan would, I am perfuaded, have the very beft 

10 Effcft.’! 
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“ — Do tlic 40 th he fays, after re-ftating his own imminent Danger, “ I have already 

«« written you fo fully my Reafons of being convinced of the Treachery praftifed at Fyzabad, and 
«» which, 1 am afraid, extends to your Camp, that 1 need fay no more on the Subjefl and again 
mentions the general Infurredion. The Ttuth of thefe Pofuions I found moll fully proved upon 
my Return, butobferved in particular, that the moft vigorous Efforts were limited to the Jaygurdars, 
amongfl whom the Begums, Fyzullah Khan, and Lutteefeet Ally Khan, dillinguifhed themfclves. 
However, the Nabob’s Return, the Viftories gained by the Troops with you in the total RedudionofChcyt 
Sing’s Country, and the March of the Two Regiments from Cawnpore to our Afllftance here, have 
unitedly contributed to reftore Matters nearly to their ufual Tranquillity. The Example moft neceffary 
to be made of the Two aftive and turbulent Eunuchs, mentioned by Colonel Hannay, remains yet to be 
done, as well as of a Villain now in Confinement, who had affcmbled 5,000 Gongwars for the avowed 
Purpofe of refeuing Two principal State Prifoners from their Confinement with the Nabob, and, as 
it is univerfelly believed, to make an Attempt upon the Treafury, for which he had fixed the Day 
of the Dufsarah ; but was moft happily detedlcd, feized only a Day before by the Vigilance of 
the Cutwal, and the Eaft proved by Papers found in his Houle. Unlefs Spirits of this Sort be con- 
trouled, the worll of Confcqucnces may be expeded from the Negleft, Ihould (which God avert!) 
any frelli Opportunities occur. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Nath. Middleton. 

06 tobcr 17 th 1781. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 


TRANSLATION of the Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Zemindary of Gauzy- A. 

pore, Benares, &c. 


Be it known to the Mutfidies in Office, prefentand to come, Cannoongocs, Mutchudums, Ryotts, 
Cultivators, to all the Inhabitants and People refident and belonging to Sircar Benares, Gauzypore, 
and Chunara, in the Soubah of lllahabad. That whereas by virtue ot a Treaty with the Nabob Afoph 
111 Dowlah, concluded on the zoth Rubby ul Owal 1189 Hcgrce, or 21ft May 1775, the Government 
and Sovereignty of the Sircars above-mentioned has been ceded to the Honourable Eaft India Com- 
pany, from the 4th of Jummaddy-ul-Owal u89.Hegrce, or 4th July 1775: The laid Eaft India Com- 
pany therefore, in virtue of the Rights thereby obtained, do confirm unto Raja Cheit Sing the Zemin- 
dary, Aumerry, and Foujedarry of the laid Sircars, agreeably to the Zemmen, together with the 
Cutwallies of Juanporc and Benares, and the Mint of Benares, from the laid Date •, whatever Gold 
and Silver lhall be coined in the laid Mint, the faid Raja lhall coin conformably to his Mutchuicka. 
He is not to be in tlie fmallcft Particular remifs in the Obfervation and Execution of the fcvcral 
Duties incumbent in him j he is to behave witli Moderation and Kindnefs to the Ryotts and People^ 
to promote the Cultivation, and Incrcafe of Inhabitants, and Produce of the Lands, expelling,; 
Thieves, Nightly Affaulters, and Robbers, and fo effc« 5 lually punifliing the Difturbers of the Peace, 
that no Trace of them may be fecn ; and he is to pay a Tribute of 23,40,249 Benares Mutchuldar 
Rupees, or 22,66,180 Calcutta Siccas, Annually to the Company’s Treafury. Should he receive Orders 
to pay the above Revenue at Benares, he lliall in that Cafe pay the Sum of 23,40,249 Benares 
Mutchlidar Rupees, each Rupee to weigh lo Maftia, and to contain Two Ructec and Two Chowls 
of Alloy, and no more j fliould the Weight be lei's, or the Alloy more, he lliall make up the De- 
ficiency. Whenever the Money lliall not be wanted at Benares, he is to remit the annual Amount, 
of 23,66,180 of Sicca Rupees, punftually, agreeably to his Kills, and by Monthly Payments, at Cal- 
cutta ; in confideration of which he lliall be allowed a Dedudtion of Two per Cent, amounting 
in all to Sicca Rupees 44,434. 14.5. Account of Ilindownny or Exchange; which being de- 
duced, the net Amount is 22,21,745. i. 7. Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, which he is to pay at that 
i’lace. After the Settlement of Accounts at the End of the Year, he lhall, in the cuftomary Manner, 
receive Credit for his Payments and he is by no Means to colleifl the prohibited Abfaub of the 
Durgah of His Majclly. This Sunnud being granted, is to remain in force, and all former Sun- 
nuds to become null and void. You, the Mutl'uddics and Perfons above-mentioned, are to regard 
the faid Raja as truly and lawfully poffeffed of the Zemindary, Aumeeny, and Foujedarry of the 
above Sircars, and to acknowledge his Authority in thefcveral A6ls appertaining thereunto ; Know, 
that we have here ilTued the moft llrift and pofitive Commands, and obey them accordingly. 

Written on the 25th of Suffer 17 Sun, ori5th April 1776. 

(Signed) By the Governor General and Council. 


The 
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The Zimnwn. 

Gazypore, Chundara, and Cwttwalljr, thc jbuties 
J^owbah of niahabad, have been conferred upon the great Chief Raja ChtSsine 
Behadre, alfo the Aumccne, and Fqjcdarry Mahals, 19 ; viz. vaicn owg 


Sircar Benares. 

Chundara. 

Sircar Gazapore. 

Mahls of Jaimpore, comprehending Maul and Doties. 

Havily Mah* Abad Benares. 

The Caus Daums, or for fupplying Cloathing to the King. 

Purgunna Bhadawy 

The Tallock of Sacramow in Chundar. 

Suktufgur. 

Bidgeypore. 

Sikunderpore. 

Khereed Shadyabad. 

Tuppa Serringa. 

The Cuctwally and Duties of Benares, free. 

D* D* of Jaunpore, D” 

The Mohal of the Mint of Benares, D* 

The Benares Mukeemi, or Brokerage. 

The Sungwuzzennee, or Stone Weighing of Benares, and the other Mahals. 

The Yautelauby, or Office of MatteefTub of Benares. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the 
Governor General and Council. 


B, COPY of a Pottah, granted to Cheyt Sing. 

The Pottah, containing the under-written Stipulations, is granted unto Raja Chyte SingBchader. 

Sircar Benares, Gazepore, Chunar, and the Mahls of Sircar, of Jaunpore, con^rehendiog the 
Mahal and Duties, Havily Mahomed Abaub Benares, the Khaus Daums, in Pergunna Bhadcriy, 
Tatook of Sunkefamon, in Pur^nna Chunar, Sukkfgurra, Bijeypore, Sircar Gauzypore, Pur* 
gunnah Sekunderpore, Khered Shady, Abaud Patna Serringa, including the Cutwally Duties of 
Juanpore and Benares, the Mint of Benares, the Mokumey Yalifaub, and Stone Weighing, both 
Maui and Duties I and the Duanna Duftoofi encepti^ the Narcar of Half the Jaghur of Bhadury, 
thecseemptCd Jaghurs^ and Aymu, which have been ioferted for a Length of Time in the Accounts 
as DeduAiona: All the Articles of (he Tahced are fettled upon you from the 4th of Jaumaudyul 
Awaut 1189 Hijeree, or the 4th of July 1775 Engliib, at a Stipulation per Amount of 23,40,249 
Makider Benares Rupees, not fhort of the Weight of 10 Mafhaeach, and not containing a greater 
Portion of Alloy than Two Rutius and Two Bcringi, agreeably to your Muchulka and Cabuleat. 
This Janf you will' therefore pay. But ihould it not fuit the Convenience of the Company to 
receive it at Benares, you aire to pay it. in Calcutta, in Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, amounting in 
which Sptftie to 22,66,180 ^ca Rupees; The Amount of the Hindooaum or Exchange allowed you, 
at the Rite of Two per Cent, is Rupees 44,434. 24. 5, which being dcduAcd4 the net Sum will be 
aft, It, ^4^ <5* Sicce Rupeesof Calcutta. This you are to pay without the leaft D«du£fioo or Oe* 

predatMlR witaceeer, in the C'ourfe of each Year, by monthly Payments, agreeably to your feparate 
Kifthuftdy. I'his you Ire to pay without any Allowance for Seebai|^y i you will leimt the Money 
to Calcutta Without fail, conformably to the faid Kiftbundee. ' ' 


PARTICULARS 
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PARTICULARS of the Tribute i vi*. 


Former Cabuleat — — 

Deduft, 

Nancar ^ 

Exempted Lands — — 

Maaffy Fourth Part and Scrj Sicca — 
Half Jaghccr of Bhadway — 

Altanyaw of Muflummaut Moraaud Barmfo 


Add, . 

Nuzzeranna 

Tuppa 

Mukuma, 8 ec< 


20,86,^07 •— *m 


— 9,800 — 

— 8,000 

— • 2,358 

— 67,500 



* 9 » 98*449 — 


90,000 -i-i 
— 34>207 12 

1,800 — 

— 1,26,007 ■“ 


Increafe, 

Total 2,50,000 — — 

Dedudb ^ . — 34,207 12 — 

2,15,792 12 — 


Batta to reduce them into Siccas 

Benares Rupees — 

23,40,249 

74,069 


Deduifl Hindooaun 

Remains Sicca Rupees — 

22,66,188 

44>434 

H 5 

Remains Nett Amount in Siccas 

~ 

22,21,745 

1 15 


Written on the 26th of Suffer 17th Year, or 15th of April 1776* 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Governor 
General and Council. 


KUBBOOLYAT or Agreement executed by Raja Chite Sing, for the Zemindarry of Benares, &c. 

Whereas a Treaty has been concluded between the Englilh Eaft India Company and the Nabob 
Afoph ul Dowla Chca Cawn Behadrc, Huzzubber Jung, Nazim of the Soubahof Illahabad, under 
Datethcaoth of Rubbee ul A\^lii89 Hegiree, or the aifl: of May 1775 Chriftian, whereby the 
Sovereignty of the Sircars Berates, Gauzypore, Chunara, &c. hath been ceded to the Englifh 
Eaft India Company the 4th of Jamady ul Awal 1189 Hegiree, or the 4th of July 1775 
Chriftian } and the Company having granted the Zemindarry, the Aumeeny and the Foujedarry of 
the aforefaid Sircars, together with the Cutwallies of Benares and Guanpore, &c. the Mint of 
Benares, unto me from the above Date, I do hereby voluntarily confent and agree, under my Hand, 
that whatever Coins (lull be ftruck in the faid Mint, fhall be conformably to a feparate Obligation, 
which I have executed under Date the 25th of Zihiza, in the 17th Year of the Reign, and delivered to 
the Government for the Company. It fliall be my Duty to do every Thing that may be needful 
and ufeful for the Intereft and Security of the Country $ to provide for the Welfare of the Inhabi- 
tants i to be attentive to the Increafe of Cultivation, and Improvement of the Revenues j to ufe 
my Endeavours i i fuch Manner to expel Robbers and Aflallins, and to punifh Offenders of every 
Kind, that not a Trace of them may be left; and pay the Annual Revenue of Government, being at 
Benares Matchlcdar.Rupces of Benares 23,40,249, each Rupee to weigh nolcfs than 10 Malha, and 
to contain no more Alloy than Two Ruttas and Two Chaul, any Deficiency of the Standard to be 
made good. If the Government fliall not have Occafion to receive the fame at Benares, I will in 

Svp. Sel. Com. Rep. II. X fuch 
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fuch Cafe pay it at Calcutta annually, by monthly Payments, according to Kiftbundy, and conformably 
to the Fuzel Zillor. Particulars in the Margin, the Sum being Calcutta Sicca Rupees 22,66,180, in* 
eluding Nuzzooranna, &c. but deducting, on account of Hyndooaum or Exchange, a Premium 
of Two per Cent, which Premium of Two per Cent, upon the whole Sum, being Sicca Rupees 
44,434. 14. 5. I will accordingly deduft from, remitting the Remainder to the Company’s Trea- 
fury at Calcutta ^ lo that, after the Deduftion of Exchange, 1 (hall pay Nett, and without further 
Deduftion, into the Treafury at Calcutta, the Sum of Calcutta Sicca Rupees 22,21,745. i. 
af the End of each Year. — After Payment of the" fame, a'nd obfervihg the Condition's a^ekd upon; 
1 (hall receive a Releafe or Difcharge in full j wherefore 1 have written the Agreement, to be adhered 
to accordingly. 

In the Margin follows a Lift, dated 25tH Suffer, 17th Sun, 6f the Monthly Inftallments, ctorref. 
ponding with the 15th April 1776 Cliriftian. 

(Signed) By the Raja. 


Seal of the 
Raja. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Governor 
General and Council. 


N* 1. fiXtRACT from the Secret Proceedings of the Honourable Governor General and Council, on 

the 9th July 1778. 

Refolved, That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required in Form, to contribute his Share of the Burthen of 
the prefent War, by the Eftablifhment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed and main* 
tained at his Expence •, and the Governor General is requefted to write to him to that Effect. 


2* COPY of a Letter from Raja Cheyt Singi received 30th July 1778. 

I have been honoured by the Receipt of your gracious Letter, communicating the Intelligence 
of a War having broke out between the Courts of Great Britain and France, and deliring me to take 
on myfelf a Share of the Burthen of Expence. — My Patron I 1 am the Servant of the Sircar— I 
will write you more fully hereafter— on all Occafions I am hopeful of your Highnefs’s Favour and 
Support. 


N* EXTRACT from the Secret Proceedings of the Honourable Governor General and Council, 

on the 2 6th Auguft 1779, 

Refolved, That the Commander in Chief be requefted to give Orders to Major Camac, or the Officer 
in Command of his Detachment, for the March of two Battalions of Sepoys to Benares, on the 
Kequifition of Mr. Thomas Graham, the Refident there, and to remain at that Place for further 

Orders. 

Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham. 


To 




1 
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. t'o Mn Thomas Graham, Refidcnt at fienarcs; 

i Siri 

We have received your Letters of the i6th Inftant, acquainting us that Rapa Chcyt Sing had dc- 
clincd to pay the Five Lacks of Rupees which we required of him, as his Proportion ot the Ex- 
penecs of the War for the current Year, 

Having judged itneceffary to make this CUint, which was fuggeRed to us by the Urgertcy df the 
Cafe, we cannot admit of any Plea which the Raja may urge to exempt him from it : Orders have 
therefore been fent to Major Camac, or the Officer in Command of his Petachment, to march to Benares, 
immediately on your Reqoifition, with Two Battalions of Shploys, and to wait oUr further Orders at 
that Place, We have thought this Step necclTary, for the Purpofe of compelling the Rajah to pay 
the Quota required of him, in cafe of Neceffity •, .and wc dcfire that you repeat your Demand, and 
infift on his Compliance. If the Rajah (hould ftili continue to objeA to your Claim, and refufe Pay- 
ment, you are to' requite the Officer in Gdmmand of the Detachment to march immediately, in con- 
formity to our Orders, and advife us of your Proceeding t Wc Hope, however, that you will not be re^ 
doced to proceed to' this Extremity, as it would oblige us to cncreafe our Demands on tfie Rdjah; 
by exafting from him the whole Expence of the Detachment from the Day of its March, in Addition 
to our original Claim. 

We arc, &c. 


COPY of a Letter frdm Rajah Chtyt Sing •, received 27th Augull 1779. 

I have been honoured with your Letter, calling on me for the Payment of 5 Lacks of Rupees, on 
account of the Expence of the War for the prefent Year j and underRand its Cohtents. 

My Situation is well known to you ; and I aflurc you, without Referve, that I have no Ability left, 
nor is there any Mode of Relief for me bot in the Exertion of your Favour.— I am fully convinced 
that it is your Dcfire, who arc my Mailer, to fupport nle, your Servant 5 and laft Year you direfted 
Shick Ally Nucky, that I fliould, by any Mcans^ by difpofing of my Effefts, tor by borrowing, 
make this One Payment, and I Ihould not be called on in future } and that you would take every 
Means for my Advantage and Support. 

I accordingly put in Pradlice every Method in my Power, and by Loans made good the Re« 
quifition. It is now abfolutely out of my Power to raife the Sum required j and I am therefore 
hopeful that you will be kindly pleafed to excufc me the Five Lacks now demanded \ and that 
nothing may be demanded of me beyond the Amount expreffed in the Pottah, which, through your 
Favour, I obtained from the Honourable Englilh Company, 

This Raje and Zemindary, and my Dignity, are the Gifts of your Highnefsj I have judged it 
necclTary to reprelent to you my Inability and helpkfs State. 


COPY of a Letter from Rajah Chcyt Sing*, received the 21ft AUguft 1780. 

I tfave been honoured by your Orders, dire£ling me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Machlydaf 
Rupees to Mr. Fowke, for the War, which ftill continues 5 and ilthough my diftrefled Situation 
mull be known to you from other Quarters } notwithftanding I have been afraid to reprefent it to 
you myfclf, that I have fold my Houfe, and borrowed Sums of Money, from which I am not yet 
releafed } yet in Obedience to your Orders, I have paid One Lack of Rupees out of the Five Lacks 
to Mr. Fowke, and IhouW pay '#'6 other Four in Three Months. I requeft you will fend Direc- 
tions to that Gentlemafllpallow me that Time, and it (hall be punctually paid at the End of that 
Term. You yourfclf i^ch be convinced that I have no Abilities or Refources left. 


extract from the Public Proceedings, from the a 6th OClober 178a. 

COPY of a Letter to General Giles Stibbett, Commander in Chief, &c.’ 

Sir, 

• Having had late Occafion to be much dilTatisfied with the Condudl of the Rajah of Benares to- 
wards this Government, in withholding the Payment of the Amount doe from him as his Subfidy, 
We think it necelTary to direCl, and do direCl you to ilTuc Orders to the Commanding Officers of the 
'1 Battalions 
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Battalions at the Stations ncareft to Benares, to march immediately to that Place, and wait fqcli 
further Orders as may hereafter be tranfmitted to them. 

We are, &c. 


EXTRACT from the Secret Proceedings of the Honourable Governor General and Council, 

on the ad November 1780. 

Agreed, That the Governor General be requefted to write to the Nabob Vizier, recotiiracndinff 
to him to require from Fyzoola Cawn the Quota of Troops ftipulated by Treaty to be furnilhea 
by the latter for his Service, being 5,000 Hone, to be put under the immediate Command of Lieute* 

nant Colonel Muir, commanding at Futtighur. , • m 

Agreed alfo. That the Governor General be requcfted,to write to the Raja of Benares, requiring 
him to furnifli fuch Part of the Cavalry entertained in his Service as he can fMrc for the Service 
of this Government, and to inform him what Number he can fupply ; that a Letter be to 

Mr. Francis Fowke, directing him to make the fame Requilition of the Raja; and &t the fame 
Time, to obviate any Jealoufy which the Raja may conceive, that this may^ be convertw to a per- 
manent Impofition upon him, by affuring him, that the Board will require the Services Of thefc 
Forces no longer than while the prefent War lafts, after which they will be returned. 


To Major William Popham, commanding a Detachment at Benares. 

Sir, Benares, 5th Auguft 1781, 

Having inftrufted Mr. Markham, the Refident at this Place, to arreft the Perfon of Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, 1 defire you will order Two Companies of Sepoys from your Detachment, to hold them- 
felvcs in Rtadinefs to march at a Moment’s Warning, on Mr. Markham’s Rcquifition, for the Por- 
pofe of affifting and fupporting him in the Execution of my Inftruftions. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Warren Haftings. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Sir, 

Accompanying I have the Honour to fend you a Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Miffing, 
at the Affair of the i6th Inftant. 

I have the Honour to be, with the higheft Regard, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

Benares, very humble, and devoted Servant, 

i8th Auguft 1781, W™ Pophafti. 


RETURN 
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return of the Killed, Wounded, and Miffing, of a Detachment on Service at Benarej from 
the Troops encamped at Mirzapore, commanded by Major William Popham, i6th Auguft lySi. N* II 
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RETURN of the Killed and Wounded of the Refident’a Body Guard, at Benares of the 
»6thof Auguft 1781, commanded ky Licutenint John Stalker.' ’ ’ 


Killed - 
Wounded 

Total , 
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■ r -I IJavildar, 3 Sepoys. 
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ABSTRACT of the foregoing Returns. 
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I 2, The following is the SUBSTANCE of in ORDER written, but not delivered, though 
verbally notified to Major Popham, on the 19th Aoguft 1781: 

To take the Command of a Detachment to be immediately formed, and of which his own Regiment 
was to compofe a Part, and was on the Spot, for the Purpofes of reducing the Zemindary Of Be- 
nares, which was in a State of general Revolt under the Rajah Cheyt Sing, to Obedience) for re- 
llorinp Peace, Order, and Security to the Country j and for granting Pardons to fuch Perfons as 
fhould return to their Duty and make Submiffion to Government, with the Exception of Rajah 
Cheyt Sing and his Bi other Sujan Sing. j 

1 

Thefe Orders, or rather Inflrudions, alfo enumerated the Corps of which the Detachment was to 
coniilt, and authorized Major Popham to raife and form a Corps of Goolundauze for the Duty of 
the Train. 

Major Popham was left at full Diferetion in the Conduft of his Military Operations, for obtain- 
ing the Objed above exprefled. 

Thefe Inftrudions were left behind in the Confufion of the Retreat from Benares, and never re- 
covered. 

W“ Palmer, 

Military Secretary. 

list of Englilh Gentlemen at Benares, the zifi; Augud 178^ 

The Governor General. 


Mr. Sulivan, 

Mr. David Anderfon, 

Mr. Richard Sumner, 

Mr. Richard Johnfon, 

Mr. Charles Chapman, [-Covenanted Servants. 
Mr. Edward Hay, 

Mr. G. F. Grand, 

Mr. W” Markham, 

Mr. Edward Colcbrooke, . 


Major William Palmer, 

Lic^u?."sL^t?ei%ner, of the Governor General. 

Lieut. James Anderlon, 


Major White, 
Major Clark, 
Major Gardiner, 


^on a Vifit to Benares. 


Mr. To:ty, 


Surgeon to the Refidency. 


Mr. Thompfon, 
Mr. Bowers, 

Mr. Hodges, 


I'in the Governor General’s Family. 


Mr. Barnet, 


an Inhabitant at Benares. 


Major William Popham, 
Captain Jonathan Scott, 
Lieutenants Hamilton, 
Burel, 
Malcolm, 
Maclcod, 
Wade, 
Calcraft, 
D’Efterre, 
Evelyn, 
Campbell, 


►Military Officers on aftual Service. 

♦ 

on the Way to Cawnpore, fince appointed to Major 
Popham’s Detachment. 


Lieut. Fireworkers, Grand and Sand, 
Surgeon, and Enfign Laird, 


N. B. All the Gentlemen of this Catalogue accompanied the Governor General to Chunar. except 
Mr. Barnet. 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 

Chunagar, aid Auguft 1781. 

Major William Popham is appointed to the Command of the whole Detachment at Chunagur. 


14. 


Chunagur, 43d Auguft 1781. 
To the Nabob Vizier. 


N“is. 


Your Excellency will have heard from Report, the rebellious and treacherous Conduft of Cheyt 
Sing, which has delayed for a few Days my Departure towards Lucknow } and 1 am now arrived at 
Chunagur, where 1 lhall remain feme Time, to punifli this Treachery and Rebellion, which lias 
originated from his own wicked Dirpofition. Your Excellency will therefore be pleafed to return to 
Lucknow ; and as the foie Objeft of my Journey from Calcutta to this Quarter was to have an In- 
terview with your Excellency, by the BleflTing of God having (hortly puniftied, in an exemplary 
Manner, this Rebel, I (hall be made happy by meeting with your Excellency, who in the mean 
while muft not fuffer any Apprehcnfions or Doubts to exift refpefting this Bufinefs. 

As in this Time of Neceflity Troops were wanted here, and our Concerns arc the fame, I have 
therefore written to Lieutenant Polhill, who is with fome Companies of your Excellency’s Sepoys 
at lllahabad, to come to this Place, and have promifed him to acquaint you with it ; alluring him, 
diat your Excellency will approve of his coming here. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


To Major Mofes Crawford, or Officer commanding the Detachment on its March from 

Dinapore to Benares. 


Sir, 

Having ordered Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty to fend the Regiment of Sepoys dircftly to Benares, 
from the refpedlive Stations of the Two Battalions, I now direft, if the Two Divifions Ihould have 
marched feparately, that on Receipt hereof you take Meafurcs for effefling their Juntftion, whether 
they may be on the fame or oppclite Sides of the River, and proceed together the Remainder of 
your Route, which you will direft to this Place, inftcad of Benares, as at lirrt diredted. You will 
purfue your March on whichever Side of the River you may judge moft fafe and expeditious for 
reaching this Deftination ; and will be careful to guard againft a Surprize, and not fuller your 
March to be delayed by any Objedb but your own Security and Defence. 

I am. Sir, 

Chunagur, Your moft obedient Servant, 

23d Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 


NM6. 


Sir, 


Chunagur, 23d Auguft 1781. 
To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Colledlor, &c. Lucknow. 


N°ty 


Immediately upon Receipt of this Letter, you will be pleafed to pack up and difpatch One Lack 
of Rupees in Silver, to be delivered here to the Commanding Officer of this Place. Should you 
not poflefs a Sum equal to this Amount in your Treafury, you will be pleafed to exert every Means 
in your Power to raife it upon your own Credit, or otherwife ; and when prepared, put it in charge 
of the Officer commanding the Regiment of Sepoys, which I lately ordered from Cawnpore to 
Lucknow. He is diredlcd to efcort the Treafure with his whole Force to this Place, 

You will further be pleafed, immediately on Receipt of this, to fend an Agent to Allahabad, 
with Direftions to purchafe Grain to fuch Amount as he may be able to difpatch by Water from 
thence to this Fortrefs, for the Ufe of the Troops encamped near it. 

You will alfo, as foon as poffible, acquaint the Nabob Vizicri that inftead of meeting him upon 
the Road from Lucknow to Benares, I now intend meeting him at Lucknow -, and that I confe- 
qucntly requeft he will immediately return to that Place, and there wait my Arrival, 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, See, Sec. 

Warren Haftings. 


Chunagur, 
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Chunagur, 25th Auguft 1781. 

To Colonel James Morgan. 

Sir 

I am at Chunar*, fend a Regiment of Sepoys to this Place inftantly, with 30 Artillery Of- 
ficers in Proportion, and one of Experience to command them *, by Watcr^ if you can. Send Gram j 
a ftrong Efcort with it. I have written many Letters to you j—bc expeditious. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

Warren Haftings.’ 


Benares, 16th Auguft 1781. 
To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, or in his Abfence the Senior Officer at Chunargur. 


I requeft that you will give immediate Orders for a complcat Battalion of Sepoys, frotn the Gar. 
rifon at Chunargur, to march without Lofs of Time to Ramnagur, where the Commanding Officer 
will receive my further Inftrui'lions. 

As I underftand that the Regiment of Sepoys at Chunar is deficient in Arms, I requeft you will 
pleafe to complcat the Battalion ordered for this Service with Arms from the Magazine, and a 
Quantity of fpare Ammunition. . • • 1. • 

You will alfo pleafe to order the Guards from the i itli Regiment to be relieved immediately, that it 
may proceed complcat in Number, Captain Blair, who is here, has my Orders to return immediately to 
.Chunar, and take Charge of the Detachment for Ramnagur, to which I hope you will have no 
Objedion. 

I am, Sir, 

Your mioft obedient Servant, 

Warren Mailings. 


Benares, i6th Auguft 1781. loo’Clock P. M. 

To Captain Mayaffre, or Officer commanding a Detachment at Mirzapore. 

Sir, 

I dcfirc that on Receipt hereof you will march the Detachment now at Mirzapore, by the Route 
of Chunargur, to Ramnagur. To avoid Delay, it will be belt to embark your Guns and Stores at 
Mirzapore for Chunargur, where you may difembark them, and bring fuch as are ncceffiiry for im- 
mediate Service with your Detachment by Land. 

If you fliould overtake a Party of Sepoys detached from the Garrifon of Chunar, you will join 
them, and take Command of the Two Detachments until you receive further Orders. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Warren Haftings. 


Benares, 16th Auguft 1781. 9 o’clock P. M. 

To Captain Blair, commanding a Detachment. 

Sir, • 

The Rajah having made his Efcape from hence, is dill at Ramnagur, with all his People in Arms,:- 
as I am informed. You will therefore be upon your Guard, and diligent to prevent a Surprize or 
Attack in luch a Situation as might give an Advantage over you. You will not proceed to the 
Town of Ramnagur, as at firft direded, but halt, upon the Receipt of this, at fuch a Diftance, and- 
In fuch a Situation, as you may judge will afford you Security, until you receive further Qrders froni' 
me. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Warren Hafti^n^ 


S 


Camp 
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• Camp near Mirzaporc, 17th Auguft 1781. Half pad 1 1 A. M, 

Honourable Sir, 

I have this Indant received the Honour of yoar Commands of Yederday's Date, from Benares \ 
and conformable thereto lhall, with the utmod Expedition, march the Detachment under my Com- 
mand by the Route of Chunargur to Ramnagur, obferving your Diredions in every Refped, and 
otherwife ading to the bed; of my Judgment for the Good of the Service. 

I have the Honour to be. Honourable Sir, 

To the Honourable Warren Hadings, Efquire?, . With the greated Refped, 

Governor General, &c. &c. Benares. Your mod obedient humble Servant, 

James Mayaffre, Captain. 


N® 2 8. 


Benares, 18th Augud 1781. 8 o’CIock P.M. N® 23, 

To Captain Thomas Blair. 

Sir, 

The Governor direds you to keep in your prefent Situation until you receive further Orders front 
him, and that you will ttKc Care that your Out Pods be alert, in cafe of an Attack from the Enemy. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

W". Palmer, 

Military Secretary, 


Benares, i8th Augud 1781. N® 24. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, commanding at Cliunargur. 

Sir, 

1 have received Two Letters from you, dated Yederday and To-day. 

I have provided a Sum of Money for Captain Blair, and will take indant Means for furniflring 
you with a Sum for the Remainder of your Garrifon. 

I recommend to you to guard againd a Surprize. 1 do not apprehend that the Rajah will attempt 
an open Attack upon the Fort or Town, nor is It at prefent ncccflary to lay in any Store of 
Provifions. 

I requed that you will fend me a Return of the Troops under your Command, including Captain 
Blair’s Battalion, and an Account of the Arrears of Pay due to them ; and as it may become nccef- 
fary to make a Provifion of Victualling Stores for the Fort, I wi(h you to furnilh me with a Lid of 
fuch Articles, and the Quantities of each, as you (hall judge to be necelTary. 

I am, Sir, ^ 

Your mod obedient humble Servant, 

Warren Hadings. 


Benares, r9th Auguft 1781. 

To Captain Thomas Blair. 

Sir, 

On Receipt of this, it is my Order that you do immediately move your Detachment towards Ram- 
nagur { and if you ihaU receive Intelligence from Baboo Oflln Sing, which you will know to be 
authentic by comparing with the Impremon of his Seal which I fend you herewith, or if he ftiall 
in Perfon give you Intelligence, that you may enter the Town in* Safety, and proceed to take Pof- 
fefton of the Palace, you will advance and take Pofleflion, ufing every Precaution to avoid a Sur- 
prise. But unlcfs you lhall receive fuch Intelligence from him, or if you lhall at the fame Time have 
any Grounds to expert an Oppofltion, you will in either Cafe halt, and encamp in fome open and 
fearc Place without the Town j but on no Account enter it, unleis you have every fuch A durance as 
yoar own Judgment can rely upon, added to the Information of Baboo Odin Sing as above-mentioned, 
that you may proceed without Hazard of Hoftilities, which it is my particular Defire to avoid, as the 
Svr. Sj^CoM. Rsp. II. Z Rana 
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FUna and her Family are fituatcd in the Neighbourhood, and muft be expofed to the Confequences 


I am, Sir, 

Your moll oJjedicnt Servant, 

Warren diallings. 


N'’26. 


To 


Sir, 

News is arrived that 2,000 Men belonging 
Ramnagurj you arc therefore defired to be on 


Benares, 

Captain Biair. 

to Ram juaan Sing, had taken 
your Guard agaiim Surprize. 


19th Augiift 1781. 

Pofleflion of the Fort of 
am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 


N® 27* Benares, 20th Auguft 1781. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, commanding atCbunar. 

Sir, 

On Receipt of this you tvill pleafe to order Four Six Pounders, from the Sixteen which were in- 
tended tor Colonel Cummings, with Two Tumbrils of Ammunition \ alfothe Ten and Eight Inch 
Mortars, .nccompanicd by One hundred Shells for each, and double the Number of Fuzees, with the 
ncceflary Powder for that Number of Shells. Thefc are to come by Water to Chuta Mirzaporc, 
where the Troops are now under the Command of Captain MayafFrc. 

Sliould the Mortars and their Apparatus not be ready to proceed immediately, they are not to pre- 
vent the Six Pounders, See, Sec, &c. being fent with all Expedition. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Hadings, 


* Benares, 20th Auguft j 781.' 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, commanding at Chunar, 

Sir, 

I requeft that you will ufe your bell Endeavours to obtain Intelligence of any Party of the Raja’s 
Troops at Patceta,or other Places at no greater Diftance from Chunar; and if you Ihould judge it 
pradicable and fafe, attempt to furprize and defeat them by a Party from your Garrifon. A fuccefs- 
fvil Attack, though trifling in itfclf, might produce favourable Confequences ; but 1 would not have 
it made at any Kilque of Mifcarriagc, and dill Icfs if there was the Imalleft Probability of Misfor- 
* tune. I would be underftood only to recommend the Matter to your Confideration. The Decifion 
muft be left to your own Judgment, formed upon an intimate Knowledge of all Circumftanccs. 

A Budjerow having been Hopped and plundered, and an European and feveral Dandies belonging 
to it murdered, by the Rajah’s People at Ramnagur, you will be pleafcd to give Orders for prevent- 
ing all Boats whatever pafling the Limits of your Garrifon, cither up or down the River. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Warren Haftings, 


N“ 29. Benares, 20th Auguft 1781. 

To Major Eaton, commanding at Buxar. 

Sir, 

As it is apprehended that Raja Cheyt Sing’s People, in the prefent State of Difobedicnct to 
Government, may leize and plunder any Boats which may come into his Diftridls, 1 defirc you vill 
not allow any Boats coming up the River to pafs your Station. 

I am, &c. 


3 


Warren Haftings. 

Benares, 
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ITo Captain I'hontas Blaih 


Benares, 20th Auguft 1781. 
5 P. M. 


Sir, 

Various Accounts are arrived here of an A6lion between you and the Rajah’s Troops. As there is 
no Occafion for you to rifquc a Misfortune whilft a Reinforcement is fo near you, the Governor 
General orders that you remain on the defenfive until joined by Captain MayafFre, 

1 am, &c. 

W"* Palmer, 

Military Secretary. 


N® 30» 




Benares, 20th Auguft 1781. Half paft 9 o’Clock. N°3i; 

To LieUtenaht Colonel Blair, commanding at Chunar. 

^ir, 

I delire you will order the Battalion of Sepoys now at Chunar to crofs the River there, and march 
dircflly to this Place : You will plcafe to furnilh them with as much Ammunition as the Men’s 
Pouches will contain. 

I conclude that Captain Mayaffre’s and Captain Blair’s Corps have retreated to Chunar, as I have 
certain Intelligence of that Detachment being worfted in an Aftion with the Rajah’s Troops. In this 
Cafe you will be able to fpare me the whole Battalion, without leaving the Fort in any Danger j but 
at any Rate fend me as many Troops as you pofllbly can fpare. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 


Chunar Ghur, 17th Auguft 1781. N® 32/ 

'to the honourable Warten Haftings, Eiquire, Governor General, Sic. Set. 

Sir 

Your Letter of the i6th Inftant at 9 o’Clock P. M. 1 received this Morning. I deferred anfwcr- 
ing it till fuch Time as my Battalion waS furniftied with new Arms, &c. from the Magazine in tins 
Garrifon, which I have the Pleafure to acquaint you was accomplifticd about Eleven o’Clock. I (half 
march out of the Garrifon at Two o’Clock in the Afternoon, and encamp on the mod convenient 
Spot between this and the Town of Ramnagur. 

I have the Honour to be, See. 

'Thomas Blair. 


t^aibp hear Mirzapore, 1 8th Auguft 1781. N* 33^ 
“to the i-iohoutablc Warren Hafiihgi, Efqulre, Governor General, &c. See. 

Sir* 

I herewith fend you a Return of the Battalion under my Command. I take the Liberty to men- 
tion to you, that about 2 o’Clotk this Morning fevefal Elephants and a Guard of Horfemen pafled 
near my Camp, on their Way to Lbttccfporci the Fort in which Rajah Cheyt Sing is at prefent. My 
Hircarrahs acquaint me* the Elephants were loaded with the moft valuable Things the Rajah left bclunci 
him at Ramnagur. The Road to Lutteefpore is very near my prefent Encampment, and the Whole 
of this Morning fcvel al fcnall Parties of Horfemen, Peons, and Hackries, have pafled, faid to belong 
to the different Peopk who arc joining the Rajah. 

t have the Honour to be. Sec 

Thomas Blair, 

Captain, 


Camp 
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2^, Camp near Mirzapore, 19th Auguft 1781. 

• To the Honourable Warren I ladings, Efqiiire, Governor General, &c. &c, 

Sir, 

I wrote you of my Arrival on the 17th Inftant in the Evening, and Yefterday Morning I crtclofcd 
you a Return of my Battalion. As the Hircarrahs have not yet returned, 1 am doubtful of their 
having been able to reach you. Ram Jouaan, a Servant of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, is about Three 
Cofs from me, with fomething more than 2,000 Men and 4 Guns, I was infornled of his Intending 
me a Vifit lad Night: I was perfedlly ready, and in Hopes of being able to have given a good 
Account of him and bis Guns. A Party of his Horfe came to a Village didant about Two Miles, 
and went off. This Morning One Howder Elephant, and Icfs than 200 Horfemcn, tolerably Well 
mounted and armed, marched pad in Front, didant about One and a Half Miles. I underdand that 
the Town of Kamnagur is without Troops, and not more than 250 or 300 Men in the Rajah’s 
Houfe. Troops from the different Pergunnahs arc joining Cheyt Sing at Lutteefpoor •, he has 
formed a Camp on this Side of it, about Five Cofs from me. I lhall be glad to receive your further 
Orders. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Tho‘ Blair. 


N^35. 


Sir, 


Camp near Mirzapore, 19th Aiigud 1781. 
To the Honourable Warren Hadings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 


1 am jud now favoured with your Letter of this Date. From the Rajah’s Troops being very near 
me, and paffing fomc Part of them in my Sight, I have fince Yederday Evening taken Pod in a 
Tope, which 1 have no Doubt of being able to defend againd confidcrable Numbers. I beg you 
will be pleafcd to acquaint me whether I may attack any Parties of the Rajah’s Troops which are 
paffing near my Encampment. My Hircarrahs acquaint, that Ram Jouaan Sing is at Pateeta •, that 
Callundcr Sing, Nuncoo Sing, and Ball Kiffen Haffarie, arc in the Fort of Ramnagur, with their 
People, to the Number of 12 or 1,500 Men of various Kinds. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Tho* Blair, 


isjo -ft Camp near Mirzapore, 19th Augud 1781. 

^ ’ 4 o’clock Afternoon. 

To Major William Palmer, Military Secretary to the Honourable Governor General. 

Sir, 

Your Letter of the i8th Indant at 8 P. M. was delivered to me about 12 o’clock this Morning 
I am much concerned that my Orders were fo poCtive againd proceeding to Ramnagur, as I have 
no Doubt but I Ihould have been able to take Poffeflion of it with very little Lofs, if the Informa- 
tion I had was good, which I have Reafon to think was to be depended on. About 10 o’Clock this 
Morning I was under Arms, and continued fo till One, my Hircarrahs having brought me Infor- 
mation of the March of the Rajah’s Troops from Addilkahaut : They were in Sight foon after. Some 
Horfemen advanced very near my mod didant Centrics, and went offj the Whole of the Enemy 
moved more to the Right, and paffed my Front within a Mile. I at fird expefted his whole Force > 
but from my own Obfervarions 1 think they may be 600 Cavalry, not very good, 2 Guns, 200 Sepoys’. 
Matchlock Men, and fomc Peons. They would arrive at Ramnagur before 12 o’Clock. 

I have fince been informed that the Rajah would march from Lutteefpoor about 12 o’Clock for 
^ ^ Evening, before which Time 

I inall be under Arms. 

I hate the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Tho’ Blair. 
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To 
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^ . 2oth Augiift 1781. M'*'?'?. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquirc. 

Sir> 

1 have juft received your Letter with Oftaun Sing’s Seal, Captain MayafFre joined me laft 
Night. This Morning he marched to the Attack or Ramnagur, was oppofed at his Entrance, 
obliged to retreat after confidcrable Lofs. Captains Mayaffre and Doxat are killed ; feveral Eu- 
ropeans } the Numbers of Sepoys killed and wounded are very confiderable. After fome Time we 
were with Difficulty able to reach the River, where we are furrounded •, at prefent I cannot fay what 
will be the Fate of the reft. Captain Sparlu commands. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Tho’ Blair. 


Chunargur, aothAuguft 1781. oS* 

paft 7 P. M. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire. 

Sir* 

1 am juft going to difpatch the Arms, under an Efcort of about too Invalid Sepoys, Officers and 
Sepoys, by Land (for there was no Poffibility of fending them by Water) when I received Infor- 
mation that there is a large Body of the Rajah’s Troops on the oppofitc Side of the River, as alfo 
that Captain Mayaffre’s Detachm’ent has been repulfed : I therefore think it unfafe that they Ihould 
move from this until I have your further Orders. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W“ Blair, 

Colonel, commanding at Chunargur. 


Chunar, 21ft Auguft 1781. Half paft 6 A. M. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire. 

Sir, 

As you feem to be unacquainted with the Misfortune that has happened to Captain MayalTrc’s 
Detachment, as late as 9 o’Clock laft Night, by the Two Letters which I have received of that Date, 
I am forty to inform you, that they were beat out of the Town of Ramnagur with a very conlide- 
rableLols} Two Officers killed. Three wounded. Two Field Pieces and a Howitz loft. The 
Enemy purfued the Detachment as far as Chuta Mirzaporc, and they arrived within Two Miles of 
this Fort laft Night about 9 o’Clock. It has been a moft unfortunate Bufinefs, and more raffi and 
inconfidctate than any Thing I ever heard. Captain Blair, whom 1 have feen, fays he told Captain 
Mayaffre every Thing that happened. If an Opportunity fliould offer of attacking any Parties of 
the Rajah’s Force about the Diftance of Fateeta, I will endeavour to furprize and defeat them j but 
I muft proceed with great Caution, as the Enemy is at prefent flulhed with Succefs, and the Battalion 
in Garrifon is moftly compofed of raw, undifeiplined Men, who never fired a Shot. They have not 
Icfs at this Time than 4,000 fighting Men at and about Pateeta. I have this Moment received your 
Letter at Half paft Nine o’Clock, and Ihall difpatch the Battalion immediately, agreeable to your 
Orders. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W“ Blair. 


2ift Auguft 1781. N^’a.O 

Purport of a t.ettcf written by Raja Cheff Sing to the Governor General at Benares, .ind in- ^ 
tended to have been delivered on the Evening of the 21ft of Auguft, but not delivered.— 

This Draft of it was fince made by Abdoola Beg, the Rajah’s Vackeel, from his own Recolleflion 
of it, and delivered under his Seal to the Governor General. 

I am with Heart and Soul the devoted Servant of the Sircar } nor have I, within my own Know- 
ledge, committed any Fault: For Example, the Guard which came from the Sirkar, to that too 
I yielded, nor deviated in the Breadth of an' Hair from Obedience and Submiffion to Authority. 

Sup, Sst. Com. Rep; IL A a In 



APPENDIX, iN' I. 

In the mean Time, Chytam Chobdar came, and uttering improper Language, for that Caufe the 
Men who attended me, wl.o wanted Underftanding, committed War and Bloodfhed. At that Time 
through Fear of my Life and Honour, witlidrew myfclf afide. Now alfo 1 have the Hope 
in your favour and Mercy, that the Fault of your Servant may be pardoned, and that he may be 
honoured from the Prclcncc, and all that 1 reprclenfcd in the Pinnace, I am ready to aft con- 
formably thereto. 



N^4i. 


Biixar, 19th Aiiguft 1781, 

To the Honourable Warren Ilaftings, F.fquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 

Sir, 

On the 19th i was acquainted by the Dawk Hircarrah, that Cheyt Sing’s Country was in Arms, 
that the Dawks arc obflruftcd ; and a Rumour alfo prevails here, that an Aftion happened at Be- 
nares between our Troops and Cheyt Sing’s-, and as no Dawk has arrived here from Benares the 
laft Three Days, I am led to believe there is feme Found tion for fuch Report : Bur as I have no 
further Advices that can be relied on, I am at a Lofs how to conduft myfclf. I know not whether 
I fliould iiuerlcrc to prevent his Subjefts in my Neighbourhood aflembling, for fear of oflending 
againft your Inclination, and being confuicred as the firft AggrefTor. 1 (hall be happy if you will 
favour me with your Commands, which 1 fliall be always proud to obey. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

Jfaac Eaton. 


N°42. Subllancc of a Letter from Hurry Redder, Nephew of Bencram Pundit, to Bcncram Pundit; 

received at Chunar the 24th Auguft 1781. 

Lalla Buchorace and Cufliineeree Mull are ready, and will afTjft to the utmoft of their Ability: 
They require an Invitation from the Governor General, and will accompany Hyder Beg Cawn. I 
have the Lack ready to give it to Cantoo, but he is concealed. Lalla will accompany Hyder Beg 
Cawn, and carry the Money winch he promifes: I will come too and bring our Lack. Moonfliee 
Shereut Cola Cawn went Yeftcrday early to the Nabob. Four Chefts of the Governor General’s are 
come to our Houle, and his Bearer has brought me a C hell of Cloaihs. The Noulary and other 
Incendiaiies are carried away. 1 will receive and take Care of all the Governor’s People that come 
to me. 


NH3«' 


Sir, 


To Colonel Morgan. 


Chunargur, 26th Auguft 1781. 


March hither with your whole Force, and fend the cnclofed to Colonel Cuming. 

Warren Haftings. 


N*44* 


Sir, 


Chunargur, 26th Auguft 1781. 
To Colonel Cuming: Enciofed in Colonel Morgan’s. 


March immediately with your whole Detachment to Cawnpore, and remain there. 

Yours, &c. 

Warren Hading' 


5 


Chunargur, 
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A 


Chunargur, 26thAuguft n8i. N* 45. 

T 0 Major Mofes Crawford. 

Sir, 

I N^rotc to you on the 23d Indant, to cfFcil a Junction of your two Battalionsi and proceed to- 
getber 10 this Place. 1 now repeat that Order. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 26th Auguft 1781; 

The Governor General having this Day received the Returns of all the Killed and Wounded In 
the late Attack upon the Town of Ramnagur, and circumftantial Reports from the proper Officers, 
finds the greatell Alleviation to his Sorrow for the unhappy Iffiic of that Event, in the Teftimonies 
which thofe Reports exhibit of the Bravery and Eirmnefs dilplayed by the Officers and Troops, both 
I'uropeans and Natives, after 'they were compelled to retire from the Town with fo confiderablc a 
Lof», I'he Governor General remarks, with particular Satisfadion, the fpirited and judicious Con- 
tkid of Captain Sparks and Captain Blair in effeding a Retreat i and to the latter Gentleman 
cl'pecially, without derogating in the lead from the approved and acknowledged Merit of Captain 
Spaiks, the higheft Acknowledgments are due for the Skill and Rcfoliition with which he extricated 
the I'roops from their dangerous Situation in the Streets of Ramnagur, until their Juiidion with 
C ptain Sparks’s Batulion. The Governor General confiders the Officers engaged in this unfortunate 
Action entitled to his warmed Thanks and Applaule for their gallant Behaviour, anti rt-queds they 
will pleafe to convey to the Eroops under their Command, his entire Approbation of ihcir Courage 
and DifciplinCi particularly to the Corps of Rangers, who fo eminently didinguillud themrclvcs 
throughout the whole Attack and Retreat, and whofc Lofs, with his own, on the Death of their 
unfortunate Companions, he judly laments. 


Camp Handea, 25 Auguft 17S1. N‘’ 47 * 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Elquire, Governor General, &c. Sfc, 

Honourable Sir, 

I have the Pleafure to inform you, that I arrived at this Place Yederday Morning, and only wait 
for a Company, which 1 expeft to join me every Moment, and fliall march this Afternoon. 1 hope 
to reach Chunargur the 27th in the Eorenoon, where I hope I ffiall find Boats ready for my croffing. 

My Reafon for taking this Route rather than that you were plcafed to direct, is, that Reports are cir- 
culated here, that you, the Gentlemen, and Troops, have left Benares and gone to Chunargur. 1 did 
myfclf the Pleafure of writing to you at Benares, but do not know wliethcr you have received my Letter. 

I do not hear that any Bodies of the R.ajah’s Troops are within 20 Cols of this Place. There is in the 
VilLagcs a Number of the Zemindars and Ryots affemblcd. I have no Intelligence fo far as 
Chunar ; but if there (hould be any large Parties in the Roads, I hope you will honour me with 
the Information. My Detachment, when this Company joins me, will be about 420 Men, but we 
have nothing but bad Councry-made Arms, One out of Ten of which is the utmoft that will go off. 

■1 have Three Day’s Dawks with me. It is reported here that there are Troops near Allahabad 
from Cawnpore marching this Way, 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

9 o’Cbek in the Morning, T. Polhill, 

Lieutenant. 


Chupar, 26 Auguft 1781. N° 48 . 

To Major James Crawford, commanding a Battalion at Chitra. 

Sir, 

I dircdled you on the 20th Inftant to take Poll with your whole Detachment on the Confines of 
Rotas, and as near as that Situation would admit . to Bidzigur, to prevent all Communication be- 
tween 
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tween us and the Rajah, firft attending to your own Security ; and to obey all Orders from Major 
Popham. The above Orders 1 now repeat. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Haftingst 


Chunar, 26th Augul^ i;8i{ 

N** 49 * To Lieutenant Polhill. 

I have received your Letter. A Party from hence will crofs the River this Evening to join you } 
march in the Night •, be on your Guard. The Gawngwaurs, or Village People, mky probably af. 
fcmble, but cannot make any confidcrablc Oppofition. 

I^am, «c. 

Warren Haftings. 


1,^* • Chunar, 26th Auguft 1781* 

5 ®* To Major Eaton, commanding at Buxar. 

Sir, 

I have received this Inftant Duplicate of your Letter of the 19th. Supprefs any Commotion! 
in your Neighbourhood, if you can effedt it without Danger to your own Troops or Garrifon. Let 
their Safety be your principal Care. CollcA Provifions. 

I am. See. 

Warren Haftlngs. 


N*5I. 


Chunargur, 27th Augull: 1781. 

To Lieutenant Polhill. 


Sir, 

Boats with Arms and Ammunition will crofs the River for 
ftrong enough, I could wilh you to remain on the other Side i 
pare to follow it. 1 hear of no Parties fent againft you. 

1 am, &c. 

Warren Haftings, 


you immediately. If you find yourfcif 
if not, embark your Baggage, and pt«< 


N‘‘52. 


Chunargur, 27th Auguft 1781. 

To Edward Whcler, Efquire, 

Sir, 

I have written to you many Letters ; all probably intercepted. I arrived the 14th at Benares. On 
the i6th the Rajah having been put under Arreft, a numerous Body of armed Men fuddenly crofled, 
attacked, and malTacred the whole Party which had him in Cuftody, confifting of Lieutenants 
Stalker, Scott, and Symes, and Two Companies of Major Popham’s Grenadier Sepoys j thefe hav- 
ing no Ammunition fell without Reitftance : The Raja efcaped, and fled to Lutteefgur. On the 19th 
a large Force returned to Ramnagur. Captain Blair with his Battalion, and Captain M^yalfre with 
the Remainder of Major Popham’s Detachment, were ordered to aflemble for the Attack of that 
Place, and Major Popham to join and condudl the Operations, according to a concerted Plan. The 
Two Corps having joined, Captain Mayaffre, the Senior Officer, without waiting for Major Popham, 
and againft Orders, on the Morning of the aoth marched precipitately into the narrow Streets of the 
Town ) where, in an Inftant, he fell, with Captain Doxat and 33 Rangers, and almoft all the Sepoys 
of Captain Blair’s Battalion that had entered with him. The reft of the Detachment returned to 
Chunar, with the Lofs of z Guns, 1 Howitz, and 103 Men of all Denominations killed. 1 was in 
Benares with the broken Remains of Major Popham’s firft Party, confifting of about 400 Men, 
in a Place incapable of Defence, even with equal Numbers. Preparations were making to attack 
me. I waited till the Evening f6r a Battalion ordered from Chunar to reinfbrce our Party. At Seven 
repeated Intelligence arrived that the Rajah’s Boats were in Motion. No News had arrived of the 
Battalion from Chunar. The Refolution was inftahtly carried into Execution. We pafTed .the Bat* 
tahon, which returned and overtook us, and on the a ad at Daj Break we gained the Banks qf 

6 River 
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Riter oppofite to Cbunar^ having met no Oppofition. The Detachment erofled on the Morning of 
the aid. The Rqah’s Forces are divided between Ramnagur and Lutteefpore j his Family is at Bid- 
ziflor t his fixed Eftablilhmcnt eacecds lo,ooo Men % and all his Rciats bear Arms. Major Pophart 
is encamped on the Plain Eaft of the Fort, I expeft to be joined by a Regiment from Cawnpore j 
one ordered for my Guard at Lucknow. Lieutenartt Polhill, with Six Companies of the Nabob’s 
Guard, now at Hand, and Major Mofes Crawford’s Regiment. My only Diftrefs is the Want of 
Money, and is great. Bauboos Guffan Sing, Durbijey Sing, and his Son Mchipnarain, arc with 

I have the Honour to be, See. 

Warren HafiingS. 


Chunar, 28th Auguft iy8t. Jvf'’ ^ 

To Major Mofes Crawford, of to Licufenanf Colonel Ahmuty. 

Sir* 

I repeat, that if yoUr Regiment has marched in DivifionS, yod immediately unite them, and marcli 
to this Place. You will meet with Oppofition. Avoid Oauzipore and great Towns. Obey all Orders 
from Major Popham. If Major Crawford has not marched, I defire that Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty 
will inftantly difpatch him with his Regiment and Two Guns to this Place. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Hafiings. 


Chunargur, a9th Auguft 1781. M® ta 

To Colonel Muir, 

Sir, 

The Treachery of Rajah Cheyt Sing has compelled me to retreat to this Place, where I wait to 
reduce this Zemmdary j a Work, I truft, of no great Difficulty or Time.— I have received a Letter 
from you, mentioning that Mhadajee Setndia has offered Terms of Peace ; I hereby give you full 
Powers, in the Name of the Governor General and Council, to conclude a Treaty with him, on the 
following Inftruftions.— I have fent you Credentials In Form t I do not repeat them in this on account 
of the Dangers of the Road j but in cafe of their Mifcarriage, this Letter muft ferve in their Stead : 
a£t accordingly, and 1 will ratify it.— ‘Agree with him either for an Alliance of mutual Defence or 
for Ncutrality.~If he defires to include the Pefhwa, you may agree to a Treaty of Peace with the 
Pefliwa, and an Alliance againft Hyder Ally Cawn, and all common Enemies, or of Peace fimply 
on the Conditions of reftoring all that we have acquired during the War, except Ahmedabad and 
the Territory conquered for Rajah Futty Sing Guicowar, and the Fortrefs of Gwalior, and Fort and 
Territory of Lahar •, that we will never affift Ragonaut Row, nor interfere in his Concerns, nor admit 
him into our Forts and Faflories i but we will not deliver him into the Hands of any one. Let a 
Time be allowed him to repair to a Place of Security, We will yield what is ours, and what we can 
in Honour grant} but we will never fuffer our Treaties to be infringed, nor our Faith to be violated. 

Preferve for us Baftein if you can, even if it Ihould be neceflary to yield in Exchange for it all the 
Lands obtained by the Treaty with Colonel Upton, except Salfctteand the other ceded Iflands, and 
the ceded Moiety of Baroach s But do not infift on the Prefer vation of Baftein to the Hindrance of 
Peace. We want nothing from them but their Alliance againft Hyder Ally Cawn, and that we 
difpcnfe with.— Be careful that the Agreement do not contain any thing hoftiie to the Government 
of Berar, or hurtful to our Connexion with it.— Obtain the Reftoration of the Chundery Rajah, and 
fecure, as far as you may have Means, the Interefts of the Rajah of Nurwar, and any other Chiefs 
who have been aAiveinour Caufe. — Include the Rana of Ghode and Futtch Sing Guicowar in the 
Peace. — To prevent future Provocations of Hoftility, let it be agreed to exclude the French, and all 
other European Nations, from the Ports and Dominions of the Marattas. If a Treaty has already 
taken place between General Goddard and the Maratta State, the prefcnt Treaty muft in fuch Cafe 
be void ; but you may afture Sdndia, that no Peace can or Iball be made to his Prejudice. Send, 
if you think proper, a confidential Perfon to Madajee Scindia. If he will engage on the above 
Terms, be muft conclude them now 5 I am making my final Arrangements, and if the Time is loft, 
a Trea^ with him may be for ever precluded by them. Obviate any Conclufions which he may 
draw from the prefcnt Scene. It regards myfclf perfonally, and myfelf at this Time but little- 
Cheyt Sing, by the fudden Maflacrc ot fomc of the Sepoys of my Guard, which diminifhed it to the 
(mail Nunrvber of 400 Men, ihut up with me in the clofe Suburbs of Benares, might have efte^cd 
my Dcftruilion. I efcaped the Danger, and Troop# are affcmbling daily, to which he can afford no 
Oppofition.— While the Effcdt of tliefc Inftruaions is paffing toScindia, tlie Rajah’s toul Exclufion 
ought to be accomplifhed. — I hope it will, 

SifP. Sei. Com. Rep. II. I &c. 

Warren Haflingv. 

B h iy tlio- 
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1 , the Governor General of the Provinces of Bengal, &c. &c. having received full Powers and AdJ 
thority from the Governor General and Council of the faid Provinces, and relying On your Fidelity,- 
Prudence, Integrity, and Circomfpeftion, have directed and appointed you to be the public Mi* 
nifter of the Governor General and Council aforefaid, to treat with Madajee Scindia, or any Per« 
fon by him deputed for that Purpofe ; and I hereby delegate to you full Powers and Authority to aft 
in that Capacity, according to the Inftruftions which I nave given you for that Purpofe.— ~Given 
at Chunar, under my Hand and Seal, this 29th Day of Auguft 1781. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


N”SS- 


Chunargur, 29th Auguft 1781. 


To Major James Crawford. 

Sir, 

Underftanding that a Man, named Doonea Sing, has a Claim to Part of the Zemindarry of 
Bidzigur, and is capable of raifing a confiderable Bt^y of Men. I have written to him to join, and 
afford you every Aftiftance in his Power, and 1 ihall enclofe to him this Letter, to ferve as an Intro- 
duftion to you. 

I am, &c, 

Warren Haftings. 


A Letter of the fame Date fent to Duljeit Sing, and another to Pertiput Sing. 


Chunar, 30th Auguft 1781. 

♦ 

To Colonel James Morgan. 

A Copy of the Orders fent to Colonel Morgan on the 25th Auguft, inferted before the fol- 
lowing. ( Vide N“ 18.) 

I repeat the above Orders, and requeft that you will ufe the utmoft Diligence to difpatch the. Re- 
giment of Sepoys and Artillery Men i you may follow with your Brigade at more Leifure. If you 
can difpofe of your Artillery in Safety, you will need no more than may be required for the March, 
as here is Abundance j nor will you meet with much, if any, Oppofition. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 


N” 57. Buxar, 31ft Auguft 1781. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftit^s, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir, 

I have been favoured with your Letter of the 23d Inftant, and have the Pleafure to inform you of 
my Arrival at this Place, on the Morning of the 26th, with the 2d Battalion of my Regiment. The 
Information I received on my Arrival here, of a large Force being afiembled at Zammaniah^ 
Gauzipore, &c. to obftruft my March, determined me, with the Advice of Major Eaton, to pro- 
ceed no furthe?, till being joined by the ift Battalion of my Regiment, which I am happy in inform- 
ing you joined me here at 2 o’Clock, P. M. this Day, after a March of 14 Cofs. As a Number of 
the Men, and moft of the Cattle of the Battalion, which To-day are much fatigued and Itune with 
forced Marches, 1 (hall be under the NeceiTuy of halting them To-morrowj but next Diy I will 
afTurcdly march, and lofc no’ Time in joining at Chunargur. You may rely, “^ir, on my informing 
you as frequently as polTiblc of my Progrefs and Situation. 1 propofe marching up on the Ram- 
nagur Side of the River, to evade repeated Crofting, more efpecially as it is uncertain whether I 
ftiould be able to procure Boats for crofting the Gumpty. 

1 have the Honour to be. See. 

M. Crawford, 

Major, 28th Regiment of Sepoys. 

3 o'clock 
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3 o’clock. Afternoon. 

3i(t Auguil 1781. 

To the Honourable Warren Hadings, Efquirfc. 

Honourable Sir, . . . 

I have the Pleafurc to acquaint you, that I am returned with my Detachment to my hncampment 
oppofite the Fott, having fent all the Grain I could Bnd in the Villages to Colonel Blair. 

(Signed) T. Polhill. 


Lucknow, 28th Auguft 1781. jyfo 

T6 the Honourable Warren fallings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 


Sir, 

About the Month of November laft I Communicated to Mr. Markham the Subrtance of a Con- 
verfation, faid to have paOed between Raja Cheyt Sing and Saadit Ally, and which was reported to 
me by a Perfoh on virhpm I had fomc Confidence i the Mode of communicating this Intelligence to 
you 1 left entirely to Mt. Markham. 

In this Converfation, which was private, the Raja and Saadit Ally were faid to have talked of 
Hydcr Ally's Viftory oVer COlbnel Baillie’s Detachment, to have agreed, that they ought to feize tjtis 
Opportunity of confulting their own Interefis, and to have determined to watch the Succefs of Hy- 
der’s Arms. Some Days after this Converfation was faid to have happened, 1 was informed, by the 
fame Perfon, that the Rajah had received a Meflage ,frofh one of the Begums at Phyzabad (I think 
it was from Suja-ul-Dowlah’s Widow j advifing him not to comply with the Demands of Governmenr, 
and encouraging him to expea: Suppbre in cale of his rcfjfting. This allb 1 believe 1 communicated 
to Mr. Markham •, but nOt being ^rfe£tly certain, I now think it my Duty to remove the Poflibility 
of your remaining unacquairited with a Cikumftancc which may not be unconnedted with the prefent 
Condudl: of the Rajah. 

,I am, &c. 

‘ ■ (Signed) Francis Balfour. 


Chunar, 31ft Auguft 1781. 


Sir, 


To Edward Wheler, Efquire. 


Eiitloled are Copies of Two Letters, which I have had the Honour to write to you ; the firft, in 
Duplicate from Benares, and the laft, from this Place. I doubt the Poflibility of the firft having 
clcaped the Vigilance of the People who are ftationed in every Part of the Zemindary to intercept 
my Letters. For the Conveyance of this Packet, I fhali iruft to a liglit Boat, which, with a ftrong 
Weft Wind aiding the Rapidity of the Stream, will certainly pafs without Interruption, if the Feats 
of the Dandies do not urge them to quit the Boat. In the inclofed Letters you will receive a con- 
nected Relation of the Events which had befallen me to the 27th Inftant, though purpofely ab- 
breviated in the laft, for the fafer Means of Conveyance. 

The Arrival of Lieutenant Polhill, whofc Adtivity cannot be too much applauded, has proved 
of very great Service in ficeing our Communication with the oppofite Shore. Our greateft Diftrefs 
has been jn the Want of Money and Provifipnsj the . latter has been effedlually removed, and with it 
the former in a Degree, by the Seizure of a large Store of Grain made by Lieutenant Polhill Ycftcr- 
day Morning, in a Village about Three Mjlcs diftant, Informiation having been given me of it the 
preceding Evening. He was oppofed by a confidcrable Body of the Enemy, reported to confift of 
about 150 HorfCi Two Comp.anies of Sepoys, and more than 2,000 Matchlock Men, and Gawars or 
armed V’illagert, but wbte fcpulfed and difperfed with fome Lofson their Side : On our’s none. The 
Quantity of Grain fecured is eftimated at ^,000 Maunds, which in our Situation is a moil impor- 
.tan: Acquifition»,as we have every Keafon to apprehend a total Failure of our Supplies, when the 
Troops or this Place are reduced, as they foon muft be, to the Complement of the Garrilbn. Num- 
bers arc yet affembling to, reinforce the defeated Party of the Enemy, and they havi been ftrength 
enccl by Four Guns from Ramnagur, with the profefTed Determination of making One nure 
Effort. ... 

Thave recc-ived no Aniwer to the Letters which I have divcifly and repeatedly written to Colonel 

7 Morgan, 
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Morgan, to Mr, Middleton, to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty, and to Major JfcnesCrawfordlj^toWhota 
it efcaped me in my laft to intorm you that I had fent Orders to march to the Borders of fiidngur ; 
but I have received a Letter from Colonel Morgan, written with a Knowledge of the late Events* 
and cannot doubt that his Prudence will diftatc to him the obvious Neceffity, on an Occafioh of fmiJ 
Emergency, of fending a Party to my Relief, without waiting for the Formality of Orders, which 
))e will know can with Difficulty reach him. I hare Accounts, which 1 jtruft to as authentic, that 
Major Moles Crawford with his Regiment is on the Way ; and my later Letters to Mr. Middleton 
have been fafely palTed beyond the Borders of this Zemindary. Upon the Whole, I can ventute to 
alTure you, that my Situation is adlually fuch as, with the Refervation of that Influence which under 
every Circumftance muft be allowed to Fortune in the Events attendant on a State of Warfare, \»j]i 
warrant tlie Expcdlation of an cafy and complcat Succefs. 

Major Popham continues encamped on the Plain lying to the Eaflward of the Fort, where he will 
be ftreogthened by all the Men that can be fpared from this Garrifon •, and as foon as the Prepara- 
tions are compleated for that Service, he will march to the Attack of Ramnagur. 

In the mean Time 1 have not been inattentive to our more remote Concerns, which I (hall referve 
for a future Detail, and more fecure Conveyance. 

The Rajah’s Situation, and the Difpofltion of his Forces, except the Detachment which is op- 
pofed to Lieutenant Polhill, is much the fame as they have been dcfcribed in my.laft. 

Hyder Beg Cawn has been fom^ Time arrived at Benares, biit prcvehtcd from joining rnc by 
the Deftrudtion of the Bridges laid over the Barna Nulla, on the Lower Bank of which he is en- 
camped, and by the fudden great Swell of the Water, which has rendered it unfordable. Yet I 
expedl him foon, and his Prelence will afford me material Service. . 

I have ordered to be inclofed Copies of Major Popham’s Return of the Lofs fuftained in the 
Maflacre of the i6th j of a Letter v^hich has been written to me by Gsptain Sparks, and the Returns 
accompanying it, of the Killed and Wounded in the Attack of Ramnagur on the aoth of Auguftj 
and a Letter from Captain Blair, containing the Particulars of that ill-fated Enterprize j alfo a Lilt 
of the Gentlemen who were with me in Benares on the lift, and who accompanied me to Chunar. 

I cannot clofe this Letter without teftifying my Satisfadtion with Lieutenant Colonel Blair, for his 
Zeal and Attention, and the Alacrity with which he executed the Orders fent to him for the different 
Movements of the Detachments from his fmall Garrifon i and my entire Reliance on the fleady Con- 
duft and approved Experience of Major Popham. My Regrets for the paft are peribnal. I lhall 
ever retain the painful Remembrance of that Scene of Blood, of which I have been too near a 
Speftator, and which no future Return of Profperity can ever efface from my Mind s but in the 
Prolpeft before me, I think I have every Reafon to expedl the happieft Termination of it, in the 
Extcnfion of the Powers and Influence of the Company j and that the paft Example may contribute 
to the Permanency of both, by prompting us to guard againfl the fecret Growth of the like Evil 
which has produced it. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Hoftings. 


Chunar, ift September 1781. 


To Colonel Morgan, 

Sir, 

I repeat— Send immediately a Regiment of Sepoys to this Place, with 30 Artillery Men, Officers 
in Proportion, and One of Experience to command them. Follow with your whole Force. You 
will not have Occafion for Artillery, if you can difpofe of it in Safety. Here is Abundance. 

1 am. See, 

Warren Haftfngs. 

N. B. With this Letter were fent Colonel Muir’s Credentials, and his Inftru&ions in Duplicate 
tft September. On the fame Day Duplicates of Colonel Morgan’s Letters, and Triplicate of Colonel 
Muir’s { and on the fame Day Triplicate of Colonel Morgan’s laft Letters and another Letter to 
Colonel Muir, with Inllru^ions copied from the Firft Fart, with an additional Paragraph, authoriz- 
ing him to treat without Credentials. All the latter Difpatch inclofixl in One QuUl. 


Camp, 3d September 1781. 

• To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General. 

Sir, 

1 have the Honour to congratulate you on the Succefs which Captain Blair has this Morning mc^ 
a with. 
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srith. I fcall do t*‘c Pleafure of waiting On you, as foon as the Detachment returns to 
Camp, which I exped in Half an Hour or fo. 

Wttft I gather of this Buflnefs is, that our People advanced under li fevere Fire at firft, but the 
Enemy foon gave way, and left us Three of their Guns i One of thofe is the Gun that Captain 
Mayawe loft. Mr», Murray and Four Europeans are fcorched by the Explofioii of a Gun Cartridge, 
and fcveral Sepoys killed and wounded. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W" Popham. 

The inclofed is juft come to Hand, It a fliort Account from Captain Blair of the Succefs of 
the Day. 


bamp near Chunaf, 4th September 1781, 
1*0 tke Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 

Sir, , 

. The jd IftAaht at ^Ilghtj Major Popham did me the Honour of mentioning his Wilh of furpriiing 
the Enemy, then encamMd near Petitaw, with an Offer to me of commanding the Party which 
was to perform that Service. I moft gladly accepted it % and at One o’Clock in the Morning marched 
off with the greater Part of my own Battalion, the Grenadiers of the 35th Regiment, in all about 
Five hundred and Fifty Men, and Two Six Pounders. I took my Route by the Left of oUr pre- 
fent Encampment, to avoid their Out Ports, which I was fo fortunate to pafs unobferved, and cx- 
pefted to have arrived by the firft Appearance of Day Light, but was retarded in my March by 
the Badnefs of the Gun Bullocks and Drivers. The Enemy were firft alarmed by fome Firing on 
the Weft Side of Chunar •, nearly at the fame Time they muft have received Information of my 
March and Intentions, for I found them regularly drawn up on an eXtenfive Plain, more than a 
Mile to the Eaftward of their former Station, in Numbers about Four ihoufand, including Four 
hundred Cavalry tolerably well mounted, and Six Pieces of Ordnance. They commenced the 
Cannonade about Five o‘Clock in the Morning, diftant about Three Quarters of a Mile. I conti- 
nued to advance, and fo foon ar our Round Shot would take EIFeft, I fired upon the Line, and 
continued doing both t their Infantry and Artillery firing very fmartly, and their Cavalry hovering 
round us, which was deterred from charging our Line by a Shot from our Guns now and then. 
The Fire of our Artillery and Sepoys, which was very quick, obliged their Infantry to fall back. TO 
get Pofleflion of their Guns, was indifpenfably neceflary at this critical Moment. Convinced of if; 
I ordered the Whole of the Grenadiers to advance for that Purpofe j which they did with fuch Impe- 
tuofity as overcame all Oppofition i and feized Two Guns, which were immediately turned upon 
the Enemy. The Grenadiers were led on by Lieutenants Fallow, Birrell, and Murray : I muft 
beg Leave to mention them in the warmeft Manner, for their gallant, Qeady Conduft. The Enemy 
began tO give way in every Part : Immediately after a very fmart Fire from all the Guns and L.ine 
complcated our Succefs. About Six, or a little after, the Enemy obferved no Regularity, every 
Man appeared to be guided by his own Fears, and ran away to the Town and Fort of Petitawi 
which was in the Rear of their left Flank. Another Gun was about this Time taken, by a Party 
which I detached for that Purpofe. In another Part One of the Enemy’s Standards was taken; 
and foon after a Fourth Gun. Our Guns were well pointed and ferved by Lieutenant Baillie, the 
Officer of Artillery, to whom I am much obliged for his Activity and ConduA during the Whole 
of the Adtion. 

Taken from the Enemy : Four Brafs Guns, with Litubers and Tumbrils, with a very large Quan- 
tity of Ammunition of every Kind, and of the very beft Materials ; One of each Sort 1 have taken 
the Liberty of fending for your Infpedtion. — It appears evident to me, from the Qiiantity and Qua- 
lity, to have been all prepared long before your Arrival at Benares, and at a very confiderable Ex- 
pence, Part of it being European Materials, I was under the Neccflity of blowing up a Tumbril, 
and Two Limber Boxes full of Ammunition, a large Quantity of Powder, and leaving upwards of 1,500 
Round Shots, and One Gun (hotted and fpiked, for want of any Means to bring them off. 

Three Brafs Guns, One Tumbril, and One Limber Box of Ammunition, I brought with me. The 
Sepoys offered their Services to ejrag them, which I thankfully accepted, and made them a fmall 
Recomper.ee for their ftea^efs. 

I now colledled tny woumed Men, which was very confiderable, and much difperfed, occafioned by 
the Dillancc I had advanced. I provided them with Palankeens, Officers Horlcs, Doolies, and every 
Thing which- could be colleded. Mr. Laird, the Surgeon, was very diligent and adive in giving 
his Affifiance on this Occafion, as well as during the Adion. About Eight o*Clock I was joined by 
Lieutenant Wade and Malcolm, with One Gun, the Rangers, and One Hundred Sepoys > the 
Rangers made an Offer of dragging the Enemy’s Gun, which I accepted, and employed them with 
the Sepoys, who had before made the like Application, and were much fatigued. 

Having accomplifhed the Service, -afid I believe the Intention of my being detached, though I 
Su.’’. Sel. Com. Rep, II. C c could 
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could not furprize the Enemy’s Camp, owing to their early Intelligence, I judged it moft proper to 
return to our prefcnt Station; which I did, the Enemy not chufing to give rne any further Trouble. 
I take the Liberty of mentioning Lieutenant Birrell’s Conduft, during the Whole m the Aftion, as 
deferving the highcll Praile from me ; alfo every Officer and Soldier 1 had the Honour of com- 
manding. , , ,, . . 

1 have the Honour to be, &c, 

Thomas Blair. 


Allahabad, Saturday Night, 4th September 1781; 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, commanding at Cluinar. 

Dear Sir, 

I wrote to you by an Hircarrah fent this Morning. I am moft happy to inform you, that the 
Troops I expeift To-morrow, and I will take Care to have Provifions ready for the Europeans, that 
no Delay may be occafioncd. The firft Information that Colonel Morgan had of your Want of 
Troops, was from a Letter I fent, which I am happy to find hallened Matters. The Bearer has a 
Letter from Colonel Morgan to the Governor. As every Endeavour on my Part has been exerted, 
fo (hall it be continued ; and I fhall be moft happy if my Situation can be rendered in the fmallcft 
Degree ferviceable.— — All quiet. 

Believe me, &c. 

J. P. Pigot. 


Chunar, 4th September 1781. 

To Major Mofes Crawford. 

Sir, 

Unite your Force.— — If you have no Guns, do not hazard an Engagement, but take Poll, and 
advife me where you are, and Major Popham will march to fupport you. Write where you are, and 
your intended Route. 

1 am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 


Chunargur, 4th September 1781. 


To Colonel Morgan. 

Sir, 

Once more I write, and order that you inftantly detach a Regiment of Sepoys to this Place, with 
30 Artillery, and Officers in proportion,— Lofc no Time. — Follow with the reft of your Forces.— 
Leave your Artillery and Stores, if you can in Safety : Here is Abundance, and you will meet no 
Enemy in the Way. Colonel Cumming will take your Station, — Anfwer me in this Compafs. — Give 
the Bearer 50 Rupee*. 

I am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 

P. S. Ycfterday we defeated the Enemy with great Slaughter, and took 4 Guns, Tumbrils, &c. 
but we cannot afford even another Viflory with our fmall Force. 


Huflaupor^^' 29th Auguft 1781. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c, &c. 

My dear Sir, 

I am this Inftant favoured with your’s of the 24th, and I Ycfterday received your public Letter of 
the 23d. The Cawnpore Regiment is arrived at Lucknow, and by To-morrow will, I have no 
Doubt, be on its March, with a Lack of Rupees, to join you. Provifions will alfo be fent you daily 
I from 
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from Allahabad. The Nabob will move towards you immediately. No Fcifualjor,;, will induce him 
to return to Luckn^, On thisSubjeft I have written fully to Johnl'on. I have received no Letters 
fiom you but the above Two mentioned. We (hall be near you in Eight Days. 

My dear Sir, See. 

^ (Signed) Natli. Middleton. 


Sir, 


To Edward Whclci'j Efquire. 


Chiihargur, 4th Sept. 1781. 


Yellcrday Morning Major Pophani detached Captain Blair with his Battalion, ami Two Companies 
of his own Grenadiers, and Two Guns (6 Pounders) to attack the Enemy, collcifled at I’.iteeta. 'I'hcy 
were prepared to receive him, and made a very fpitited Kefiftancc. After a very fevere Action, the 
Fortune of the Day was happily turned in our P'avour, by a bold but well-judged Mantuuvre. 
Captain Blair detached his Two Grenadier Companies to attack Two Guns which were ported on the 
Flank, and galled his Troops exceedingly. The Attack fucceeded, and the Two Guns were turned 
upon the Enemy, who were foon after totally routed. Captain Blair brought olF Three of their Guns, 
and fpiked the Fourth, the Carriage of which was difabled. He brought away alfo One of their 
Tumbrils, and all his own loaded with their Ammunition. Three more of their Tumbrils, with 
much loofc Powder, were blown up on the Field. Captain Blair having no Means of bringing them 
away, he was obliged to leave about 1,500 of their Shot piled in a Village. The Enemy’s Num- 
bers arc reputed 8 or 9,000 Men ; Captain Blair judges them from Appearance to be only 3 or 4,000. 
They were their prime Men ; our Lofs, which I add with Regret, exceeds 105 Men killed and Wound- 
ed ; theirs imift be proportionably more, though unknown. It is remarkable, that the Enemy’s Artil- 
lery and Cartridges made at Rananagur arc almort equal to ours; their Cartridges and Portfires com- 
pounded with equal Skill, and their Powder much better. This is the Second Inrtance in which the 
Service is fignally indebted to the collecled and intrepid Gallantry of Captain Blair. Other Praifes are 
due, which cannot be noticed in this. 

” I am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 

N. B. Sent in Duplicate bji Two Men of Lieutenant Polhill’s, in the Evening of the 4th Stptenv 
ber, and in Triplicate on the 8th, 


Cawnpore, 29th Auguft 1781. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

The unufual Failure of Intelligence from you, and the Reports which are brought to me from 
the Natives being fraught with alarming Accounts of your Situation, have determined me to 
detach immediately Two Regiments of Sepoys, 40 European Artillery Men, with Four Guns, and 
One Howitz, with Orders to proceed with all Expedition to join you ; and the Officer commanding 
the Detachment has Orders to purfue, fuch Meafures, and make fuch Movements, as he ffiall deem 
expedient, according to his Intelligence, for effefting that Service. They will fet off on Saturday 
next, September the ift. The Artillery, for the Sake of Expedition, is to go down by Water 
to Allah.ibad, where it is to wait for the Arrival of the Sepoys. I ffiall immediately order Three 
Battalions from the Detachment at Kalpy to march to this Station, and One Battalion under Major 
Gilpin will be left for tlie Proteftion of that Place. A freffi Supply of Ammunition has been 
difpatchcd to Lucknow for Major Roberts’s Regiment. — Though 1 cannot but imagine, that were 
your Situation any ways critical or dangerous, and you ftood in need of Military Force to affift you, 
I ffiould have remained fo long without receiving Orders from you to fend I'roops down ; yet I 
doubt not but the Step I have taken will obtain your Approbation, as there is a Poffibility of your 
Orders having mifearried, and the Confequcnce of a Delay, in fuch Cafe, might prove Icrious and 
dangerous. — I ffiall order the Regiment of my Brigade that is now at Fiuty Ghur, to march down 
to this Station as foOlft as poflible. — As the quick Arrival of this Letter to your Hands is promifed 
to be rewarded by you, or the Officer who receives ir, I beg Leave to reqiicft that you may be 
plealed to order the Sepoys anti Boatmen fuch Rewards, honorary or pecuniary, as you may 
think equal to the Merit of their Service. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

James Morgan, (Colonel). 


N" 69. 
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Cawnpore, 30th Auguft 1781, 

To the Honourable Warren Ilaftlngs, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

Since I inclofed the accompanying Duplicate, I have received a Letter from Lieutenant Pigott, 
at Allahabad, covering a Note from Colonel Blair, to communicate your Orders to an Officer 
commanding a Detachment proceeding from Cawnpore to Benares by Water j and Lieutenant 
Pigott has fent Three Copies of it, that have fince arrived. His Care and Attention I muft beg 
Leave to recommend here, as from thefe I received the firft authentic Intelligence of your being 
in want of Troops to aflift you *, and as by the Words of Colonel Blair’s Note, it appears that you 
had difpatched Orders tome for fending a Detachment of Troops down to Benares*, but thefe 
Orders have never reached me, and I am now at a Lofs to know what Strength you wilhed the 
Detachment. To-day, Part of the Detachment I fend down to you under the Command of 
Major Crabb will embark, and To-morrow the Whole will fet off : It confids of a Party of 
Artillery under Captain Hill, the Two Flank Companies of the European Regiment, and Two 
Regiments of Sepoys, with Four 6 Pounders and One Howitz *, Tumbrils, Ammunition, Draft, 
and Carriage Cattle. All will proceed by Water, but no more Boats can be procured here. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

James Morgan, 
Colonel. 

N. B. The Bearer is highly deferving a good Reward, 


Buxar, 30th Auguft 1781.' 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

I have forwarded you Six Letters by different Difpatches j but as I have not yet been 
honoured with your Inftruflions, and am daily receiving Reports of the Situation of Affairs 
towards Chunar, I am fearful of their having mifearried, and more fo from the Difaffeftion which 
feems to prevail in this Part of the Country, and particularly in the Pergunnah of Sarrijah, where 
tlie Inhabitants are affembling in a fmall Fort, and rendering themfelves as formidable as the 
Situation will admit. Aware of the Confequcnces which might attend their Meafures, I wrote a 
Letter to the Aumils Amur Sing and Ooden Sing, to require their Reafons for this Appearance 
of Hoftility •, but their Anfwer was eyafive from the Subjeft I addreffed them on, and tindtured with 
Infolciicc. Such Steps therefore as I deemed neceffary for the Defence and Proteftion of this Place, 
I have been ftiidioudy attentive to, and am now providing a Magazine of Provifions for the Expence 
of tlie Garrifon in cafe of an Attack, which, from the Information of my Hircarrahs, I find myfelf 
threatened with. For Afliftance in this Particular I applied to Bickra Munjeet, Phouzdar of Budge- 
pore i but though his Profeflions arc tendered with all the Warmth of Sincerity, his Condudt, and 
Connedion with Bucket Sing, induces me to think him but little attached to the Interefts of our 
Government, and I have been therefore neceffitated to make further Application to Mr. Green at 
Chuprah. — The Numbers of Troops detached on Command from this Station, reduces my Force to 
368 Rank and File, including the contiguous Out Guards and the Sick and I am further deficient 
in an Eftablifhmcnt to work the Ordnance of the Garrifon.-— The leveral Dawks arrived at this 
Station fliall be forwarded under Charge of Major Crawford. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Ifaac Eaton, M.ajor. 


The Two following Letters were fent from Ramnagur, by Teckchund, to Gpbind Ram Pundit at 
Benares, and delivered to the Governor General by Bcneram Pundit, on the 5th September 1781. 


Tranfiation of an Arzec from Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Honourable Governor General. 

When I waited upon your Highnefs in your Pinnace, I reprefented to you every Thing which 
was pioper to be reprefented j that my Life, my Country, and Property belonged to your Highnels; 

3 requeuing 
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ivqueftiog that you order whatever was your Pleafure, and that 1 was ready to obey it with 

Pleaiure. I.befides {formed all the Duties of Obedience and Humility, and reprefenced all the 
Paiticoiaiifi^ with a V‘«w< to the prefcnt Tithe ; for I well knew, that as foon as Ooflaun Sing ihould 
be introduced to yiij||r Highnefs, Mr. Markham and the Molavies, &c. having fettled this Plan^ 
would makc'l^u conceive Difpleafure againft me. At that Time your Highnefs anfwered, that you 
had no Bufinefs with my Life or Property ; that yoii had not given Admiflion to Ooflauh Sing, or any 
of his People v that you had no Connexion with any of my Relations : What Crime did I after- 
wards commit, that, by the Advice of my Enemies, you (hould refolve to conRne me with fuch 
Difgrace? However, I remained till Evening in Confinement, ^i^nd behaved in no Inllance otherwife 
than with the greateft Humility and Obedience. — I addrefled feveral Arzics, expreffing my Readinefs 
to obey your Orders; and that I was your Slave, and was ready with my Life and Property. — 
Obferve, that Cheyt Ram Chubdar came to me, and reviled me, and with a loud Voice gave both 
me and my People the vileft Abufe. The People of the Sirkar firft fired Balls from their Guns, 
and difeharged their lli^ulketS} 'immediately the Tumult arpfe, and, notwithfianding my mo(^ 
earneft Requeft for them to defift, no one would hear me. Mylclf, ifter being wounded by a Sword 
in the Hand of the Captaip, clcaped with Life from that imminent Danger, and fat down in a 
Corner. If you will examine with an Eye of Juftice, and iipt liften to Tale-bearers and 
Informers, you will find no Crime in me ; and your Mind, which the Mirror of the World, will 
I am certain approve of it. — I have before addrefied Arzics to you, but have not yet been 
honoured with an An^er,— OolTadn Sing has not yet ceafed from ruining the Afiairs.—Should now 
my Life and Honott be left to me, I am your Slavci— ^Beneram Pundit will have reprefented my 
Situation (o you an^w.ill continue to do fo. 


Tranflation of a Letter from Raja Cheyt Sing to Bcneram Pundit. 

I formerly wrote all Particulars of my State to you at Calcutta, that you might explain them fiilly 
to his Highnefs the Nabob. When his Highnefs came to this Qiiartcr, 1 repeated every Thing to 
him on board his Pinnace : That I Was in every Inftance ready, that my Life, Country, and Pro- 
perty belonged to him, and Ihould do whatever he wifticd. To this he replied, that he had nothing 
to do with my Country, Property, or Life. A Day or two after he lent a Battalion to Shcwallan, 
with Mr. Markham and Three other Gentlemen ; and put me into Confinement j he likewife fent 
Guns. Notwithftanding this I made no Oppofition, and remained confined till Evening. 1 addrefled 

« Arzce to the Governor, that I Ihould make no Oppofition, and that he might do with me what- 
cr he liked. This however did not meet with his Approbation. Cheyt Ram Chubdar came 
to me, and gave the vileft Abufe to me and my People; they then fired their Guns and dif- 
charged their Mulkets. In this Inftant I moft carncftly requefted them to defift ; but upon the 
Captain’s ftriking me with his Sword, the Tumult commenced ; I myfcif having cfcaped with Life, 
remained at a Diftance, when Battalions and Guns, fent from the Fort of Chunar, arrived at the 
Towa of Ramnagur. My People, for the Protection of their Honour and Credit, defended them- 
felves.— -As my Honour is beftowed on me by the Nabob, I have therefore addrefled an Atzec td 
his Prcfcncc, which you will prefcnt, and procure a fpeedy Anfwer, 




Lutteefpoor, Tuefday 5th September 1781. 

Honourable Sir, 

The Relation of the unlucky Accident which prevented my going to Chunar, and the Diftrefles I 
have fuftered fincc, I fliall forbear mentioning till I have the Honour and Happinefs of feeing you ; 
will only briefly acquaint you, that the Rajah having difeovered the Place of my Concealment, at the 
Houfe Gopaul Dofs, he fent a Number of his People Yefterday to take Charge of me, and I 
am now with him at Lutteefpoor. * 

Pardon me. Sir, and do not impute it to any prefumptuous Liberty if, at the Rajah’s humble 
and earneft Entreaty, I propofe, on his Part, Terms of Conciliation and Submiflion : He folemnly 
declares that the Misfortunes rcfulting from the late Event were contVary to his Wifti and Intent, his 
Difpofition ever leading him. to live in Peace and Fricndftiip with the Englilh Nation, and to pay im- 
plicit Obedience to youj;, Commands. The Rajah defires me to fay, that he is difpofed to pay the 
Honourable Company tW cuftomary Tribute, and any other Demands you may in Reafon make 
upon him, To this you will plcafc to reply, us the Exigency of our Situation and your fuperior 
Wifdom may fuggeft. 

1 aflure you. Sir, that though I am now in the Rajah’s Power, and cannot avoid repeating to you 
what he has requefted, I have taken up my Pen with Fear and Trembling, left any Thing 1 have 
faid fljpuld give you Difpleafure ;■ for 1 am confeious of my Inferiority, and fcarcc dare entertain a 
Hope that any Th.ing that comes conveyed through me will be attended to > but I confide in the 
Sop. Sel, Com. Rep. IL D d Goodneis 
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Goodnefs of your Heart, and the bare Polfibility of being iaftrumentah •putting an to 

our prefcnt Troubles, mitigates all our Fears. * r • j* 

You will perceive my prefent diftreflcd Situation, and pardon every Impropriety andtnaccuracy 

this Letter I and believe me to be, ficc. t t » 

(Signed) Jaa» Barnet, 


m 


September 6th lySt. 

To the Nabob Vizier. 

I was made happy by the Receipt of your Excellency’s Two Letters, accompanied by Mr. Mid. 
dleton’s, acquainting me that you have advanced fome Days Journey from Lucknow, and arrived 
at Pcepulpoor, and that you would proceed from thence towards this Place, where you would loon 
arrive. Before this I wrote to your Excellency, requefting that you wouU lay afide your Intention 
of coming here, and return to Lucknow, that you might not fuffer any Incpnvemence on the Road, 
from the rebellious Difpofition of Cheyt Sing’s People •. and that I, having fettled thefe Matters, would 
proceed to an Interview with your Excellency j and that you ought by no Means to think ot coming 
to this Quarter. But as I learn that noiwithftanding this yOur Excellency w -ftfolvcd on coming to 
my Affiftance, I am filled with the higheft Gratitude for fo noble a Proof of pMt Fnendfliip. It is 
now incumbent on your Prudence and Circumfpeftion that you advance with the greateft Caution, to 
prevent any Inconvenience from the Treachery of Cheyt Sing’s People. As foon as 1 ann informed 
of your Excellency’s Approach to Chunar, I will crofs the River with as many Troops as I hav. 
with me, and will proceed to meet you. Three Days ago Major Popham, with a fmall I art of his 
Detachment, attacked a large Force of Cheyt Sing’s Entrenchment near the Fort of I atceta, defeated 
them compleatly, and took Four Guns, fevcral Tumbrils of Ammunition, and a confiderablc Qiian- 
lity of all Sorts of Military Stores. I beg Leave to congratulate your Excellency on this fignal Succcis, 


No 76. 


Dated the 2 ill Ramgago* 

From Cheyt Sing to the Governor General, ^ 

Before this the Arzecs which I have repeatedly addrefled to your Prefence will have been penifcd 
by you, but to this Time I have not been honoured with an Anfwer to any one of them. 1 am in 
every Way ready in my Allegiance and Duty, and have obeyed all your Highnefs s Orders, .ir.cl 
never have 1 been negligent ih any one Point j and your Ilighnefs, from your Goodpefs and 
has always been plcafed to protect and fupport your own Slave, and to fliew him Favour. All tins 
Time, when from the unfortunate State of the Times the Reports of felf-intcrcfted Perfons have 
met with Reception at the Prefence, I humbly reprefent that the Words of evil-minded, Je t- 
interclled Perfons be not attended to but that yoor Highnefs, looking upon me as a Slav^ailcd by 
yourfclf, will be favourable towards me, becaufe I am your Slave, and am ready in my Duty and 
Allegiance. Although 1 have been guilty of no Fault, yet the Slave is by all Means criminal, and 
the Bufinefs of the M.ifter is to pardon. By the BlelTing of God, your Highnefs is the Ma Iter, 
and is juft ; let him confidcr that in all the Three Battles the Army of the Sirkar was the Aggrellor. 
Now Matters have palfed the Extremities. Should you even now beftow Life uppn me, it would 
not be foreign from the Duty of a Matter. 


N* 77. 


* Cawnpore, 4th September 1781. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efqulre, Governor General, &c. &c. 

A Detachment of 100 Europeans, 30 Artillery Men under Captain Hill. 2 Reginwnts 
1 Howitz, &c. under the Command of Major Crabb, fet off by Water on P J 

namur Your Order of the 25th ultimo I received the ift, and that of the 26th on *he 2d. 
fenf by F.xprefs your Order to Colonel Cumming immediately. I am preparing to 
tachmLt vvitli my whole Force as foon as poflibk. I have wrote to you Letters in Triplicate, 
[„trm you of I have done. I have given Major Crabb parrieular Orter. to ear^ 
and Provifions with him, and gave him 25,000 Rupees to purchafe it with, whi^ was all tbo 
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IMbe Treafury betc,^ «in aqwl much diftreiTcd for Boats. Some of my Letters 1 fcot down by 
Watct* Depend uponmy ufing the utmoft Expedition. 

. I hare the Honour to be, &c. 

James Morgan, Colonel, 

-Ji, 


GENERAL ORDERS iflued at Chunaf, 8th September 1781. 7 ^‘ 

The Governor General dcfircs to exprefs publicly the Senfe which he entertains of the gallant 
Behaviour of the Officers and I'roops in the Attack made upon the Enemy’s Camp near Eateeta on 
the 4th Inffant, The Governor General confiders Captain Blair as entitled to his warmed Approba- 
tionj for the Rcfolution^d Condud which he evinced in defeating a Force lb much fuperior in Num- 
ber, not wanting, as it has appeared, in pcrfonal Bravery. 

The Spirit exerted by Lieutenants Fallon, Birrell, and Murray, who led the Grenadiers ; the Ser- 
vice performed by the A^iiWery, under Charge of Lieutenant Baillie -, and in general, the Steadintfs 
and Attention of every Officer in his Station, materially contributed to the Succefs of the Adion, 
and give them a Claim to the higlicd Commendations. 

The Governor G^ral allb highly commends the Care and Adtivity of Mr. Laird, in his Atten- 
tion to the WoundeoAluring the Adion. 

It is with great Satisfadion that the Governor General gives the Praife, which has been reprefented 
to him as due, to the diflinguiihcd Behaviour of the Grenadiers of the Detachment. 


Chunar, 8th September 1781.' , N‘ 79 . 

To Colonel Morgan.' 

You have aded nobly, and with a Dccifion that does you Honour. I moll heartily thank you. 

1 have had a Letter from Major Crabb, dated the 2d, from Allahabad ; he propol'cd to march by 
Land from thence, and I exped him hourly, though I have not heard fiom him lince. The Nabob 
is near} Major Moles Crawford is allb on the Way from Dynapore, and is reported to be on the 
‘"Way from Sukkerdeea, which is but 4 Cofs from Ramnagur. 1 have written to you the News of 
the 3d. On that Morning Captain Blair, with 5 Battalion Companies and 2 Companies of Major 
Popham’s Grenadiers, and Two Six Pounders, attacked the Enemy, encamped in a body of more 
than 4,000 Men, at Patcetaj and after a very fevere and doubtful Coiiflid, in which we loft 104 
Men, killed and wounded, he obtained a moft decifive Vidory, taking all their Guns and Auimuni - 
tion, viz. 4 Guns, 4 Tumbrils, and of Ammunition an incredible Quantity, moft of which he 
deftroyed, Ipikcd One Gun, and brought away the reft. I hope that it will be unneccllary for you 
yourlclf to proceed this Way-, yet march, and ule your own Dilcrction in advancing. If your Pre- 
fence (hall be required, you will receive the fureft Proof of it by the Failure of my Letters. I Icfs 
fear the adual Enemy than the Contagion of the Example. I am much plealed with the Nabob. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


Dear Sir, N* 80. 

Putty Saw, Geenooroy, and Adject Mull, with a large Body of armed Men, are come into 
HoufTeypore. The Two laft have, I underftand, joined Futty Shaw, on a Promife of his Affiftance 
in obtaining Pofteffion for them of their Zemindaries in Goruckporc, which is to be the fecond Ob- 
jed of this Confederacy. 'I have no Force to defend any Part of my Diftrids, and have therefore 
been under the Neceffity of calling on the. Zemindars of Sircar Sarun for their Affiftance on this 
Occafion, and fomeof the principal Men amongftthem are gone with their DepdUdants to Houfley- 
pore ; but I confefs 1 have no great Confidence in- them. Several of them arc intimately conneded 
with Cheyt Sing, there are alfo fome allied by Marriage to Durb^y Sing and OofToan Sing: The 
Names of Gopaal -, tht^Ib laft are Gopaal Narain, Scrib Narain, Govind Narain, Mir Govinfaw, 
Bonna-Ser-Saw, and Ragonaut Saw. Letters to them from Dirbcjcy Sing and Ooftaan Sing would 
be of infinite Service, and might, in fome Degree, counterad the infamous Attempts of Cheyt Sing. 

One Letter of his (and I have Reafbn to believe there are many in Circulation) addre/Tcd to Dirjoo 
Sing, a Zemindar of this Diftrid, at prefent employed in Hoiificypore, was by him carried to the 
Aiimiiof that Place, who immediately fent it to me. It is figned by Clu-yt Sing’s own Hand, and 

has 
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has the large Seal of his Government affixed to it. He therein defires Sing to kill every 

European and Sepoy he can, and join him with all his People. 

In my Letter of the a5th ultimo I acquainted you with the Application -I ^d made to Colonel 
Ahmuty, for a Battalion of Sepoys, and of his Refufal. He wrote me, that^®e whole Force at 
Dynaporc was Nine Companies, that they were lately incorporated, and the Arms they had unfer- 

viccable. , , , ^ 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Chuprah, (Signed; Charles Grseme. 

4th September lySt. 


Camp, Dildanagur, September 9th. A. M. 
Sir, 

I wrote you Yefterday by your Hircarrahs, who were purfoed, and are returned. The Body 
Guard and Troops arc with me. I halt hereabouts till I hear from you, or of your being at Ram. 
nagur. Your Hircarrahs will attempt to return To-night again. 

Sir, 


Your moft obedient Servjpjt, 

(Signed) Moles Crawford, Major. 


Chunar, loth September 1781. 

To Colonel Muir. 


Sir, 

I have lately fent you Difpatches in Duplicate, containing Inftruftions and full Powers for negociating 
and concluding a Treaty of Peace with Madajce Scindia, cither for himfelf leparately, or with a Rc- 
fervation in favour of the Pclhwa, in cafe it Ihould be agreed to include him as a Parly in the Treaty. 
I have fince received Intelligence, that one of my Difpatches has been intercepted, and it is not un- 
likely that the other may meet with the fame Fate., 1 have alfo lent a lecond Letter of the fame Sub- 
llance with the firft, but without Credentials. As the prefent Opportunity promifes a more fafe Con- 
veyance, I now fend you a Duplicate of my laft Letter of Inftrudions, together with a more full and 
regular Commifilon than it was before in my Power to forward to you. 

I had Yeftcrday the Plcafure to receive your Letter of the 1 7th ultimo. The one which you 
mention to have written on the J3th, has not reached me: I imagine it has fallen into the Hands of 
CIreyt Sing’s People. It is with great Satisfaftion 1 obicrve, from the Deputation of Chimnagee Row, 
that Madagee Scindia has in fome Degree anticipated the Overtures of this Government, and that the 
general Expreflions of a Defirc of Peace, ufed at his firft Interview with Mr. Ford, indicate a Difpo- 
fition fo conibiiant with our own. 

If Scindia (bould urge the Return of your Detachment beyond the Boundaries of his Dominions, 
I fee no Objection to this Condition being granted; on the contrary, I defire it. There can be no Ufe 
for the Conunuance of the Detachment after Peace is concluded, nor will there be any Thing in the 
Imallell Degree dilhonourable in agreeing to its Return. 

The Objects of its Equipment were, to divert M.adajee Scindia from the Operations on the Mala- 
bar Side of India, or to withdraw him from the Alliance of the Minifters of the Pefliwa and ihcfc 
Objertions having been efTcilcd, its Return becomes a natural Confcqucncc. 

-We arc under no Engagements to proteft the prefent Dominions of the King, or thofe of NudgilF 
Cawn, aiul the Rajah of Joynagur ; and if Peace is fettled with Madagee Scindia, I do not defire 
that he Ihould be reftraine,^ in carrying into Execution any Plans which he may have formed «gainfl: 
them i at the fame Time' I think it ncccflary to caution you againft infcriing any Thing in the I ccaty 
which may exiircfsly mark cither our Knowledge of his Views or Concurrence iti them. It will be 
fulficient for us, and Scindia ought to be fatisfied with the Latitude implied in it, if he is only re- 
llriftcd in the Treaty from making Encroachments on our own Territories, and thofe of our Allies 
the Nabob Vjzier, tlje Ranah of Ghodc, and Futty Sing Guickwar f For thefe an exprefs Provifion 
mud be made. He mull in direifl Terms engage, that he will never invade, or in any Refpea moleft 
them I as we will in the fame Mi^cr llipulatc with refpeft to his Territories. In my Letter of the 
29th ultimo, 1 inftrudlcd you to ^tain the Reftoration of the Chandery R^jah, and to fccure the 
Inicrctls of the Raj.ih of Nauvar, and any other Chief who have been aflive in our Caufe. This 
Subjedt 1 mull now leave to your Diferetion, as it is not in my Power to fend you fuch explicit In- 
llruftions as I could have wilhed, not having Accefs at prefent to your and Colonel Camac’s Letters ; 
which point out the Nature and Extent of our Connexions with each of thefe Rajahs, and the Claims 
which their pall Services may have given them to our ProteXion. In difeufling their intcrefts, wc 
mult make a DillinXion betwixt aXual and implied Engagements. No aXual Engagements what- 
ever cxid between us and any of the Rajahs : Such of- them however as have taken an aXivc Part in 
our Caule, arc entukd to fome Degree of Confideration. You who are on the Spot can bell judge of 

7 their 
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thfif Teireral Mcrit^|pd;wiU attend to them as far as you may be abk| without hindering the mort 
important Objedts of your Negociations. ° 

Jt feems probable that few Difficulties will arife in fettling a feparatc Treaty with Madagee Scindia 
and this is the I have principally at Heart. Let it not be impeded or retarded by the Ob- 

I'taclcs which may occur in adjufting the more complicated Matters remaining in Difputc between us 
and the Fcfhwa. A. Peace with the one muft foon produce a Peace with the otlier. Let an Open- 
ing be left for it in the Treaty with Scindia, on the Terms I have mentioned ; and though thefc 
Terms compichend in our Favour every Objed which we could dcfirc, yet they are on the Whole fo 
advantageous to the Pcfliwa, that I think his Minifters will acquiefee in them rather than continue a 
precarious and expcnfivc War, deprived of the Support and Affiftance of Madajec Scindia. 

It will be neceflary to llipulate, that in cafe they lhall not accede to the propofed Terms of Peace, 
Madajee Scindia lhall not, diredly or indiredly, allift them. Or fiilfcr any of his Tributaries or Sub- 
jeds to aflift them with Men or Money, or Arms, or any other Means of carrying on the War againa 
us. 

This mua be either exprefsly aipulated, or fo clearly and drongly implied, that no Doubt fliall 
remain regarding it. 

In the Event of a Peace being fettled with the Pelhwa, it will perhaps be thought proper to re- 
call General Goddard’s Detachment ; and their bed Route lies through Mad^ec Scindia’s Territories. 
With a View to fuch an Event, you will dipulatc with Madajec Scindia, that he fliall allow them a 
free Paflage, and affid them in procuring Provifions, and other Nccefl'aries, on the Road. 

I inclofe a Letter which I have written to Scindia, informing him of the Powers whicli I have de- 
legated to you, and defire that you will urge him to an immediate Dccifion on the Propofuions which 
you have to make to him : That any Delay or Evafion on his Part may preclude an Accommodation 
forever; and that by your Anfwers I lhall be regulated in enteiing into another Plan of Con- 
ncdfioiis, which will not only prove an infupcrable Bar to the Views he has at prefent formed on the 
Northern Provinces, but draw fuch a powerful Attack on his own I'crritories as mud inlallibly end 
in his Expulfion and Ruin. 

If after the Conclufion and Execution of the feparate Treaty with Madjjae Scindia, he Ihould de- 
fire to promote a Peace between us and the Pelhwa, I will appoint a Perfon with full Powers to 
negociatc the fame through the Channel of his Introdudlion and Mediation. 

1 am, &c. 

’ (Signed) Warren Haftings,’ 


To Edward Whcler, Efquire.' 

Sir, ... N’ 83 

I have advifed you In Triplicate of the Succefs gained by Captain Blair on the 3d. It was 
dear, but dccifive. With 550 Men oppofed to more than 4,000, lie completely routed them, took 
all their Guns (4), Tumbrils (4), and Ammunition immcafurablc. Major Moles Crawford is at 
Dildanagur, about the Midway between this and .Buxar; there he will remain till Major Popham 
moves. Ycdcrday Morning Major Crabb with his Detachment, confiding ol 100 European Infantry, 

30 Artillery with Captain Hill, and Two Regiments of Sepoys, arrived, and thefc were all tranf- 
ported to this Side before the Evening. Major Roberts with his Regiments, and One Lack of 
Rupees, has pafled Ellahabad, and is hourly expefted. 1 he Nabob Vizier, whofe Condud I mud 
in Judicie applaud, arrived this Morning at his Camp on the oppofitc Side of the River. There 
I met him. He propofes to crofs and encamp on this Side with a fmall Guard. His Army 
would darve us. I hope that Major Popham will be able to begin his Operations on the 14th at the 
lated. Doubt not of fpcedy Succefs. The Rajah has made repeated Overtures for Peace, lefs hum- 
ble in Teims than in the Modes; but I have declined to anfwcr him, or even to temporize: The 
Example is dangerous, and ought, even with Hazard, to be checked in this fird Indance. You will 
have heard, and you will hear, many falfe and alarming Reports ; for the Enemy invent, and our own 
i^carrahs exaggerate. ■ Coibnel Morgan has a^ted with Promptnefs and Decifion, which merit pub- 
lic Thanks ; and I with Plcafurc learn, that all the Officers of the Detachment Ihcwed an Eagernefs 
equal to his. Colonel Morgan appears to have formed the Refolution on the 29th ; the Troops 
were embarked on the ^id, and they arrived in lefs than Ten Days from Caunpore. I avail myfelf 
of this vacant Space to affurc you, that all will terminate happily, 

(Signed) Warren Hadings, 

Chunar, 

1 ith September 1 78 f . 


Sir, 


To Major Moles Crawford; 


I defire that you will immediately proceed, with Caution, but with Expedition, to this Place ; you 
Sop.SEt.CoM. Rep. II. Ee / 
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are not likely to be oppofcd.*)*.! lhall advife Major Popham, with whom your Jun^on would be at 
this Time liable to Uncertainty, and unncceflary. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

P. S, Major Popham is at Patccta. 


. To Colonel Sir John Gumming, commanding the temporary Brigade. 

Sir, 

It being neceflary, in the prefent Situation of Affairs, that the whole Military Force beyond the 
Provinces fliould aft in Concert, and be ultimately under the Orders of the fenior Officer j you 
will therefore be pleafed to obey all fuch Orders as you may henceforth receive from ColOncl 
Morgan. 

1 am, &c. ' 

Chunargur, (Signed) Warren Haflings. 

13th September 1781. 


To Colonel Morgan, commanding the Forces beyond the Provinces. 

Sir, 

As the prefent Situation of Affairs makes it probable that our whole Military Force beyond tlic 
Provinces may be required to aft in Conjunftion, or at leaf! in Concert, I have, in the accompanying 
Letter to Colonel Sir John Gumming, direfted him to obey all fuch Orders as you may judge proper 
to fend him •, and I requeft, that on Receipt hereof, you will pleafe to order him to fend the Regiment 
of Cavalry, and One Regiment of Native Infantry from his Brigade, immediately, to Lucknow, for 
the Proteftion of that City. 

I am. See. 

Cliunargur, (Signed) Warren Raftings. 

13th September 1781. 


The Honourable Warren Haflings, Efquirc, Governor General. 

Sir, 

I received your Note of the 4th, at i P. M. •, marched in 15 Hours after— empty Magazine, 
fhattered Artillery — Troops 3 Months in Arrears — have 10 Rounds per Man — with me 3 Regi- 
ments 2 good, I bad — Eight Guns — faid my whole Force — confidered the Circumftances under 
which you wrote — Country not to be left without Appearance of Troops — difpofed to Diflurbance 
— left Landy with 5 bad Guns — 18 Companies that could be of little Ufc to me — will keep all 
quiet — fave Cantonments — durfl: not recall Darangur Troops; would be abandoning the whole 
Upper Country — fent Exprefs to be ready at Moment’s Notice — fent Morgan moft of the Boats, 
prcfling all on the River* — fhall fend them off the Moment they arrive — wrote to him, if he will 
ftay at Cawnpore I will go to Chunar — if not marched, believe can be there before him by Land or 
Water — think there is no Force can prevent me — fhall be at Cawnpore the loth. — No Anfwer from 
Morgan. — Cavalry can’t get on fafter than the Sepoys. — If I go on, hope for Ammunition at 
Cawnpore. — If Morgan has marched I muft flay at Cawnpore ; or, if he will go, I have your Or- 
ders to flay — he has to march. — Wifh I had been at Cawnpore — do not think you would have been 
obliged to go to Chunar Fort. — Have done every Thing for the bell, am fatisfied of this, but 
wifh your Approbation. — If Morgan is marched, and I have bad Accounts, will leave the broken 
Regiment at Cawnpore, and pufh down by forced Marches.— Beg, if pofGble, to hear from you. 
— Send Duplicate of this. 


Kanuge, 

7th September .1781, 


John Gumming. 


To Major Popham. 

Sir, 

You will receive into your Charge and Command the following Corps of the Army now af- 
fembkd at this Place ; viz. The Grenadiers and Light Infantry of the zd Regiment of European 
Infantry; a Detachment of Artillery from the ad Brigade ; the Foreign Rangers; 1 ft Battalion ot 

the 



APPENDIX, N‘ I. 

the 6ib Pegirncnt) l9tb, 30th, and 35th Regiments of Sepoys, and a Detachment of Sipoys 

commanded by Lieutenant Polhill, and a Body of Cavalry furnilbed by the Nabob Vizier. Major 

Mofes Crawford, commanding the Regiment of Sepoys and a Detachment of Cavalry, and Major 
James Crawford, commanding the Independent Companies of Sepiys ftationed at CIritra, have 
been direded to put themfclves under your Command, and their Corps arc to be confidered as Part 
of your Detachment. 

Thefe Troops you are to cniploy, without Lofs of Time, in fubduing and dirperfing the rebel- 
lious Fortes of Rajah Cheyt Sing, and in reducing the Zemindars of Benares, and its Dependencies, 
to the Obedience ot the Company. 

That you may be enabled to carry thefe Orders into eficdual Execution, I hereby give you full 
and abfolute Authority, independent of ail other whatfoever, except that of the Governor General 
and Council, and my own, to profecutc this Service in whatever Manner you (hall judge mod expe- 
dietit for bringing it to a fpeedy and fuccefsful Termination. 

When the Service will admit of a Redudlion in the Strength of your Detachment, you will pleafe 
to return to me the 30th Regiment of Sepoys j and as foon as a further Redudion can be admitted, 
the id Battalion of the 6th Regiment or Sepoys and l.icutenant Polhill’s Corps are to return to 
this PJace. 

I am, &c. 

Chunargur, (Signed) Warren Hadings. 

1 5 th Septem ber, 1 7 8 1 . 


Edward Whcler. vr» 

Sir, ^ 90* 

My lad was the iitb. — The Forces now aflembled are the 6th, 7th, i9tli, 30th, and 35tb Re- 
giments, Lieutenant Polhill’s Battalion of the Body Guard, Two Companies. of European Grena- 
diers and Light Infantry, 30 Artillery Men, and the Rangers, and 600 of the Nabob’s Horfe. — • 

Major Popham marched on the i6th •, one Divifion to Pateeta, another with Major Crabb to the 
Back of Lutteefpore. — I do not exped any Thing decifive fo foon as I wifli — there mud be Delays, 
and I feel them forely ; but, I thank God that I am myfelf a Witnefs of the Evils, Wants, and 
Errors of our Service, though 1 have been nearly the Vidim of them, fince it has furnilbed me with 
the Means, though flow, of correding them. I'hc Province of Ouiie has caught the Contagion ; 
but 1 fhall difmil's the Nabob in a few Days, and doubt not but his 'rroublcs will be foon quelled. 

1 give my foie Attention to the prefent Objed, which accompliflied, every other will follow. Major . 

Crawford mud be near, I exped him hourly — Believe no Report, I have not yet received one 
Letter from you, 

I am, &c. 

Chunar, (Signed) Warren Hadings, 

i8th September 1781. 


Extrad of GENERAL ORDERS, ifliicd at Chunar i8th September 1781. 

Captain Hogen is ordered to raife immediately a Cofps of Native Infantry, to confid of Seven 
Companies of One hundred Rank and File each, to form a Guard fof the Refident at Benares, 


N° 91, 


Honourable Sir, 

I was Yederday honoured with your Letter of the 8th Inftant ; and it gave me a firtcere Plcafure 
to learn the Succefs of our Arms under Captain Blair, and of there being fo promiling a Profped 
of Punilhnjcnt fpeedily falling on the Rebel Infurgents, I arrived here, after Five Days March, from 
Cawnpore; The Troops fufferirtg greatly from the* Heat, rendered it neceflary to halt a Day here. 
To-morrow I proceed to Allahabad, where 1 hope again to have the Pleafure of hearing from you, 
or of getting fuch Intelligence as may'ferve to dired me to take fuch Meafures and make fuch 
Movements as may bed promote your Defign. I have Two Packets for you from Colonel Muir; 
They being large and of Importance, makes me unwilling to trud them as yet to be conveyed by 
Hircarrahs. 

I have the Honour to be, See. 

Kana, (Signed) 

15th September 1781. James Morgan, 


N'’93. 
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To Colonel Morgan. 

I rficat my Thanks for the cffeaual Aid which you have given me, and the Dccifion with which 
you relolvtd on it. The Detachment arrived the loth, Major Roberts’s Regiment the 13th,. and I 
hourly expcA Major Crawford from Dinapore. Major Popham has invefted Pateeta, a Fort 6 Miles 
S. E. of Chunar. We have now a Force equal to every probable Exigency come to Allahabad, and 
remain there. You need not advance and I hope in a few Days to be in a State to dcfire you to return. 
I had lefs Caufe to guard againft the aftual Enemy than againft the Contagion of Example. The 
Nabob has aded moft honourable. Send immediately to Joofy the Bazar People of the 7th and 
19th Regiments, the Camp Equipage, Lafears, &c. of the Europe Artillery and Infantry, with this 
Detachment, and as much Flour as you can fpare for the latter. An Efcort from the Nabob will 
conduA them from joofey. 

I am, &c. 

Chunar, (Sighed) Warren Haftingsi 

19th September 1781. 


N*94. 


Honourable Sir, 

It is with the greateft Concern I fend you the enclofed for Mr. Middleton, intercepted by the 
Rajah’s People. There is another Letter from Major Hannay, dated Fyzabad, loth inHant ; the 
Purport ot which is nearly the fame as that inclofcd, to caution you againft the fccret Dcfigns of the 
Nabob, and that he Major Hannay) is much diftrefled and ill. The Rajah will not fuffer me to 
fend the Major’s Letter to you, from fomc capricious Whim : I dare not now afk him } but the 
Major fays nothing more than I tell you. 1 was obliged, from fad Ncccfliiy, to tell the Rajah fome 
Fart of the Contents of the enclofed } but 1 rook Care it Ihould be nearly plaufible : 1 omitted fuch 
Particulars as he might take the leaft Advantage (^. For Heaven’s Sake, Sir, condefeend to liften to 
fome Terms of Conciliation, while we can do it without leflening our Dignity. Pardon me the 
Prefumption of advifing you. I am, it is true, wanting in Wildom and the Knowledge of Politics, 
but I fee the Rajah is tery (1 fear too) formidable. 1 am greatly diftrefted at the Contents of the 
enclofed Letter. Heaven avert this impending Storm, and protcift you ever ! 

I am, 8 cc. 

Luttcefporc, (Signed) Jacob Barnet. ' 

Tucfd.iy Night 11 o’Clock, 
l8th September 1781. 


N . _ ^ Enclofed in the above. 

95 * My dear Nat, 

In luch critical Times as thefe every Man has a Right to relate what he herfrs a Friend (hould and 
may do 5 without Impropriety therefore, before Hannay leaves the Neighbourhood of Fyzabad, I 
write you my News and Opinion, left hereafter our Communication be cut off. There is certainly 
Villaihy abroad. The Nabob it is faid fet out well inclined to our Interefti^but fince, he and 
Saadit-Ally have come to a proper Undbrftanding : The latter wrote him. He was wrong to give 
us any Aftiftance ; that fuch another Opportunity might never offer of fbaking oflF the Yoke; as yet 
he need only ftand neuter himfelf, and, under Pretence of alTembling his Zemindars to attack 
Cheyt Sing, privately direft them to obftrudk the Junction of our Forces by every peflible Means. 
The Begums gave the fame Advice, and Promife of Money i' this Cheyt Sing has already difburfed 
to a great Amount. This Plan was the Caufe of Gordon’s Difafter, being attacked in the Nabob’s 
Country while he thought himfelf ampngft Friends'. My Infqrmatidn is from fome Zemindars, who 
I have had it in my Power to be kind' toj although it is the public Talk of Fyzabad, where my 
People are daily infultcd. Likewife Zalim, who is with 2,000 Men on the oj,hcr Side, and means 
to crols in the Morning, boafts that he will foon do for us, as the Nabob will fend Hannay no 
Afliftancej that he is lure of; nor will any of the Colledlors pay more Money: We lhall therefore 
Ihortly have none to pay our Troop’s with, while they have Plenty. Hannay is now about Two 
Cofs from Ry Ghaut, on the Owde Side, with only Two Companies, Two Guns, and (I believe) 
fome dilaffeded Hoifc. I have written him prcflingly to crofs to this Place ; for (hould Zalim be 
over before him, I lhall be hemmed up in a fmall Fort with 150 Sepoys, when Zalim will take care 
Hannay does not get over to relieve me ; perhaps, while attempting to pafs the Evyra, be attacked 
by the People of the Begum, with the Zemindars fet on by her. In fuch an Event he could not 
8 poflibly 
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ooflibly efcape Dcftruftion : My Waflelaut would foon be fettled after fuch an Accident. I am apt 
to think this Mharatta Treaty is only a Fetch to gain Time until the Rains arc oyer for ceruVin, as 
their Horfe could not aft during that Seafon. Look to yourfelf, Nat ; you may be in Bobby’s Power. 
Mr. Haftings Ihould not leave Chunar until there be Force very fufficient at Hand, both to clieck 
his Excellency and do for Cheyt Sing, left he get into a worfc Scrape. A very few Days will de- 
termine it one Way or other with regard to us Rulers over thefe. You may think me humming •, 
but it is more than Odds we never meet again. God profper you, and pray take Care, &c. 

^ Yours, See. 

Amore, 9th September 1781. (Signed) J. Macdonald. 


To Mr. Barnet. 

Dear Sir, 

The Governor has received your Letter of laft Night’s Date, and defires me to acquaint you that 
it gives him great Concern to find you are compelled to be the Inftrument of Conveyance of the 
R.^ah’s Letters and Meflages, which the uniform Treatment they have met with from the Gover- 
nor muft have convinced you are totally ufelefs and unavailing. He wiflics therefore you would, 
once for all, acquaint the Rajah, that it will be to no Manner of Purpofe to force this difagrccable Talk 
upon you in future, and that every Application from him hereafter will meet with the fame Recep- 
tion as the part, and be abfolutely inadmiffiblc. I fincercly wifli you releafed from your prefent 
diftrefsful Situation. 

I am, &c. 

Chunagur, (Signed) VY" Palmer 

19th September 1781. 


To Major Popham. ^ 97 * 

I had before heard of your Succefs, and was pretty well apprized of it from my own Situation 
at Day-break, and after ; but my Satisfaftion was checked by my Fears for the Lofs which you 
might have fuftained. — Your Note has relieved me ; I am happy, and do moft heartily congratulate 
70U on the complete Succefs of this Atchievement, which in every Light reflefts the higheft Honour 
on your Conduft, and on the Bravery and Steadinefs with which it was followed. I am fending an 
Order to Major Crawford to 'join you this Evening, and will exchange his Guns for 2 Six 
Pounders. 

You will have perceived from Major Crabb’s Letter, that his Inftruftions with you is no otherwife 
to be eftefted but by the Conqueft of Lutteefpore ; for it will ruin his Corps to return by the lame 
Route, and he has no other, except the high Road, which is through Lutteefpore and Pateeta. Let 
me know what you propofe doing next. I fhall fend a Tranicript of your Note in quadruplicate to 
Calcutta i and beg the Favour of you to order Captain Scott, or any other able Hand, to write, to 
fend me the Pariculars of this Day’s Aftion, and a Return (which I yet expect to give me I’ome 
Pain) of your Killed and Wounded. Once more I give you Joy, and add my moll heaity Thanks-, 
and 1 beg that you will prefent thefe in the ftrongeft Terms (liiey cannot exceed my Feelings) to the 
Officers and Men of your Army. 

I am, See. 

Part Eleven, 20th September lySr. (Signed) Warren Haftings. 


Edward Whelcr, Efquire, See. See. See, Fort William. q 3 , 

- Sir, 

1 moft heartily congratulate you on the Succefs of our Arms in the Conqueft of Pateeta, for the 
Particulars of which I refer you to the incloled Letter from Major Popham. 1 undcriland that large 
Reinforcements, both from Lutteefpore and Ramnagur, were oppolite him in the Field. It was intended 
to attack both Pateeta and Lutteefpore at the fame Time, anti the former by an inllaiit Aflault. 

Major Crabb, with a ftrong Detachment appointed for the latter Service, marched on the Night of 
the 15th by a large and, as it has fince appeared, fcarre prafticabic Circuit, towards a Pals which 
lies behind, or to the South of Lutteefpore. A Letter received this Morning mentions his Arrival 
on the Plain which adjoins to the Pafs, after a March of Three Days, inftead of One, as was cx- 
pefted. It is the Road to Bidzygur, and faid to be the Repofitory of dl the Rajali’s Ammunition. 

Major Popham marched at Two of the fame Night, nor did be reach his Ground with his whole 
Line till Ten, and then found the Place too ftrong 10 attempt it, without a regular Approach and 
battering Cannon. It fell at Six this Morning. I regard this Viftory as a dctilivc I'urn of our 
Sop. S£L. Com. Rep. II. F f public 
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public Influence ; but the greateft Proportion of my Joy is derived from the Confideration that 
it was gained with little Bloodlhed, an Advantage which I attributed, as I cxpeflcd it, to the fuperior 
Skill and known Compofurc, nor Ids Humanity, of Major Popham. Major Crawford arrived here 
Yeftcrday Morning, much harrafled, but without Lofs or Impediment on his Way. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

Chunargur, (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

soth September tySi. 


N*99- 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, 

Honourable Sir, 

As my Anfwer to your Favour of the i6th, which I did not receive till the 23d, the Day I wrote 
the Reply ; and alfo my Anfwer to Major Palmer’s Letter, dated the 17th, which I received the 
21ft in the Morning, and anfwered it diredly ; are flopped at Buxar with the other Letters, I have 
engaged Two People, to whom 1 am to give One thoufand Rupees, to deliver this, and bring an 
Anfwer from Chunargur j fhould they get fafe, you may. Sir, intruft them with any Letters, and I 
will forward them. Major Crawford’s ad Battalion, with the Major, marched from hence the zad 
in the Morning. I immediately fent Orders to Captain Maxwell to crofs over from Manjee and join 
Major Crawford at Buxar, which he accoinplifhcd. I have acquainted General Stibbert with what 
1 have done, and the Neceftity of ordering up immediately another Regiment and Four Six Poun- 
ders as foon as pofliblc. 1 have acquainted him with the melancholy Accounts I have heard of 
your Situation, Jofing your Boats, and Major Popham’s Regiment being almoft deftroyed. You 
may reft alfured, Sir, there fliall not be any Thing left undone by me for your Service, that I 
will not do. I have ordered Captain Salt’s I'roops to march to join Major Crawford as foon as 
poflible : Mrs. Haftings has fignified to me that flie would fend the Fifty Body Guard to join them. 
I hope you will approve of this, as it cannot be attended with any bad Confequcnccs, whatever good 
fo fmall a Body of Cavalry can do. I have got out One Six Pounder from the Magazine, the only one 
fcrviccable there, and am training up Ibme of the Sepoys to work it,Twofromeach Company, not having 
any other People here. Our Arms are very bad, but I am in Hopes the Boats will arrive with new 
Arms in a few Days. Every Thing at prefent is quiet in thefe Parts. Mr. Grajme made a Requi- 
fition the 24th Inrtant for a Battalion, but I was obliged to refufe him on Account of this Regi- 
ment having unlerviceable Arms and Accoutrements, and alfo as it has been fo (hort a Time incor- 
porated. This I flatter mylelf you will approve of. Mrs. Haftings is well, and intrufts the accom- 
panying Letter, which I hope you will receive fafe. 

I have the Honour to remain, &c. 

Dinapore, (Signed) Ar. Ahmuty. 

. Atigtift 29th, 1781.' 


N“ 100. 


Camp, 20th September 1781. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, &c. &c. &c. 

Dear Sir, 

I have the Happinefs to inform you we are in Pofleflion of Patecta, and I believe with little 
Lofs. When the Enemy heard our Attack, a large Body pofted on the Hills to the Left of our 
Rear, made for the Camp but the European Grenadiers and Light Infantry, whom I kept as a 
Corps de Referve, moved towards and totally routed them. Their Cavalry at the fame Time made 
a Motion, with fomc Infantry, towards the Right of our Camp, on which a Gun was fent through 
fome high Grafs to an Out Poft, and by firing Two or Three Rounds, obliged them to fly. Could 
I have alT'orded a few Sepoys from the Camp, or had the Cavalry done any Thing, Numbers of 
the Runaways inuft have been deftroyed. 1 juft hear very few of our Sepoys have been killed, and 
not an Officer hurt. The Enemy has fuftained great Lofs. Had you not better. Sir, difpatch 
Major Crawford’s Corps to relieve Major Roberts ? 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) William Popham. 


9 
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JOURNAL of a March over the Bindc Hills, from Chunargur to Luttccfpoot j delivered to js^o 
^ the Governor General by Major Crabb, who conduced it. * 

The following Extraft of Orders, iffued by Major Popham, received from the Brigade Major’s Saturday, 
Office at Half paft Five in the Afternoon. September, 

« The I ft Battalion of the 6th Regiment, the 7th Regiment with 4 Guns and i Howitzer, 

Lieutenant PolhilTs Corps with his Two Guns, to march this Evening at 7 o’Clock; the Am- 

munition for the Guns to be carried on Bullocks. This Detachment to be commanded by Major 
‘‘ Crabb, who will receive his Orders from Commanding Officer at 6 o’Clock.” 

The Ammunition and Stores being ready at Ten, the Detachment marched by the Right, over 
broken Ground, to the Bank of Mullah ; the Water too deep to admit of the Guns crofling without 
taking off the Limber Boxes, which were carried on the Lafears Heads ; thefe occafioned a Delay of 
Two Hours. 

The Rear Guard being crofted, I moved on, over a Plain, with low Jungle on each Side : Near the si,nj,y ,5 
Top were Two fliarp Turnings, which increafed the Difficulty, and added (b much to the Delay, 
that the Sun was rifing by the Time the Guns had gained the Top; the Jungle continuing very 
thick, but low, for near a Corfe, which opened an extcnfive Plain, tolerably well cultivated, and 
Two inconfiderablc Villages in it. About a Corfe from the Entrance on this Plain, a very narrow 
but deep Nullah delayed us Two Hours. About | of a Corfe further on, met with another, the 
Bed and Banks of it exceedingly rocky ; upwards of an Hour and Half was employed in croffing it j 
moved along the Bank under a ftcep Hill about a Mile, the Road full of ROck and large Stones ; 
re-crofled the River, which was more difficult than before, the Bed of it full of very large Rocks, 
and the Bank very high, through which it was neceflary to cut a Road for the Guns. About 
2 o’clock, every thing being crofted, the Detachment moved forward through a thick Jungle, with 
broken Ground and Hills on each Side, to the Bed of a fmall River full of Rocks *, on the oppofite 
Side a fteep Pals, which with much Labour we got through. The Cattle being much fatigued, the 
Sepoys were put to drag Ropes, to get on the Guns, which delayed us till near 4 o’Clock. A great 
Scarcity of Water prevailed ; Hircarrahs were fent out in Search, but none was to be found nearer 
than Three Miles in our Front, where they difeovered a Lake; a thick Jungle between Two high 
Hills all the Way to the Water, where it became more open. The Cattle being fo much Ipent with 
getting up the Hills, it was Sun-fet before we got near enough the Lake to halt, which I did, with 
it on my Left, and a very high Hill on my right Flank, having been upwards of 20 Hours on the 
March ; and the Diftance from Chunar I judged to be about Six Cofs. 

The Detachment got under Arms at 4 o’Clock, and marched through a thick Jungle ; crofted MonaayiyScp. 
the Bed of a fmall River, the Banks fomewhat fteep, the Road narrow, but tolerably good, to the 
Foot of a long and fteep Pafs, with a very deep Gully clofc on the Right; the Afcenc very difficult, 
from the great Number of large, flat, fmooth Stones, where the Cattle could not hold with their 
Feet. With the Afllftance of the Sepoys, about Ten o’Clock we gained the Top, and moved on 
over a Plain with large Trees, the Ground in many Places rocky, but level. About a Mile from 
the Top of the Hill came to a River, the Bed of it full of very large Rocks, over which, with much 
Labour, we got the Guns. At i o’Clock moved on over rocky Ground, the Country opening. 

About One Corfe fiom the River entered an extenfive Plain, near the Village of Koradee. Several 
Villages appeared on the Plain, the Inhabitants whereof fled on our Approach. The Country ap- 
peared to be well cultivated ; the Road over the Plain led through Rice Fields. At Sun-fet en- 
camped. The Diftance this Day about Six Cofs. 

At Three o’clock put the Detachment in Motion, and marched for the fiift Part over a Plain 
full of large deep Holes, which rendered it difficult and dangerous for the Cattle until Day-lighr, 
when wc entered a thick Jungle, with many deep dry NuHahs, which retarded us very much, being 
obliged to cut Roads for the Guns, there not appearing the leaft Trace of a Road. About 
2 o’clock entered a very large Plain, with feveral fmall Villages upon it ; the Inhabitants fled to the 
Jungle on our Approach. About 3 o’Clock encamped near a large Lake, and employed the 
Smiths and Carpenters in repairing the Bullocks Yokes, and the Pintles of Two Guns. This Day’s 
March about Five Cofs. 


Got under Arms at 4 o’Clock, and marched over a Plain, the Road lending through Swamps 
and Rice Fields, with high Banks, which retarded us much. Pafled through the Village of Mud- 
doopore, a large Village, and feemed to have been a Place of fome Note, but deferted. Here the 
Hircarrahs brought Intelligence, that a large Body, of the Rajah’s Troops were encamped about 
3 Cofs in our Front, near the Village of Loorah, with fome Guns. The Road betvNcen us for a 
Corfe was a thick Jungle, with a large Lake on my right Flank, and a rifing Ground and Village 
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On the Left *, from hence I faw the Fortrels of Bidjigur, which appeared very high, and above 8 Cofs 
diflant. This Day’s March about 5 Cols. 

At Day-light the Detachnrent marched ; entered the Jungle, which continued for a Corfe in fome 
Parts very tliick, where I expecled to be annoyed by the Hncmy. At Sun-riie the advance Guar^ 
got clear of Jungle, wiien 1 dilcovered the Enemy, about 2,000, drawn up in a good Situation, 
with their Guns on the Right (immediately oppofite the Road out of the Jungle) on a rifing 
Ground, and a fmall Bank thrown up in their Front ■, a Tope, anti the Village of Loora, on their 
l.eft j a deep Morafs in their Front. 1 hey began to cannonade on the Approach of the Troops on 
the Plain, and continued it brifkly, until the Whole had cleared the Jungle, and formed the ad- 
vanced Guard, returning it with one Gun. As foon as the Line was formed, I advanced as brifkly 
as the Ground would admit, firing the Six Pounder, until I had got near enough for the fniali 
Arms to do Execution ; at the fame Time I direfted Lieutenant Polhill from the Right, to advance 
Two Companies, and lecure the Guns of the Enemy ; but before he could execute the Order, they 
retreated (leaving their Guns, Ammunition, and abqut 150 dead, and about 20 wounded) through 
a Jungle, to Lutteefpore, about Four Cofs. Having no Means of carrying away the Guns and 
Ammunition, 1 dettroyed it, rendering the Guns ufelefs, and burying them. The Road to Lutteef- 
pore led through a Jungle, and over a very ftcep and rugged Hill, where no Water could be got, 
prevented me from purluing further tlian Sacrootc, an inconfiderable Village, about a Cofs from 
Loora, on a fmall Plain, where I encamped to bury the Dead, and colle£t the Wounded, amounting 
to 34, of every Denomination. 

This Day’s Diftance about 2-1 Cofs. At 4 o’Clock the Detachment marched over a good Road, 
but Jungly for about 2 Cofs, when we got to a dry Nullah, the Dcfcent very rugged, the Afccnc 
ftill more lb ; the Road very narrow and winding, and full of very large Stones and Rocks, over which 
the Guns were lifted ; with, much Labour and Time we gained the Summit, from whence we faw the 
Fort, diflant about Three Miles. I hc Side of the Hill leading to the Town was yet worfe than 
what we had palTcd ; the Road from the Foot of the Hill to the Fort was very narrow, with a thick 
Jungle on each Side, but pretty level. At Noon I entered the Town of Lutteefpore, which had 
been evacuated while the Troops were getting down the ililT, about 800 of the Rajah’s People hav- 
ing been all the preceding Night plundering it. They left behind them Six Pieces of Cannon, and a 
great Quantity of Ammunition and Stores j Three Pieces of Cannon were found on the Hills, ir- 
tended to defend the Entrance from Patceta. The Fort Hands in a Bottom, with high fteep Ilills 
on Three Sides, with thick Jungle all round dole to the Ditch, which is deep on the Patecta Side, 
where the Wall is of Stone ; the other Sides of the Wall is compofed of Part Stone and Part Mud, with 
Loop Holes. The Guns were mounted on wooden Swivels in the Center of the Ballions. The 
Citadel has a deep Ditch and a high Scone Wall (with Loop Holes) in many Places much cracked, 
alnioft from 'Pop to Bottom, and very wide. 


To the Honourable Warren Haflings, Efquire, Governor General, See. See. 

Honourable Sir, 

I (hould do great Injuftice in not acknowledging how much I am indebted to the Officers and 
Troops of the Detachment, for the Steadinefs which they obferved in the Adion of the 20ch, as well 
as the Readinefs they fliewed in affifting to furmount the Difficulties on the March. 

Lieutenant Fireworker Baillie, of the Artillery, in particular, I beg Leave to recommend to your 
Notice, for the very great Attention which he flicwcd in his particular Department. 

I have the Elonour to be, &c. 

Luttcefpoor, (Signed) J. W. Crabb, 

25th September lySi. Major 2d Brigade. 


Return of the Killed, Wounded, an*d Miffing in the 'Attack of the Fort at Patecta, 

20th September 1781. 


Grenadier Corps, 
19th Regiment, 
30th Regiment, 
35th Regiment, 


Commanding Officers. 
Major Lane — ■ 
Major Balfour — 
Major Roberts — 
Major Humphries, 

Total 


6 Sepoys killed 
2 Ditto ditto 
2 Ditto ditto 
I Ditto ditto 


II Killed 


5 Sepoys wounded 
4 Ditto ditto 
I Ditto ditto 


10 Wounded. 


•0 


to 


Chunargur, 



APPENDIX, N“ I. 
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To Edward Whelcr, Efquirc. 

• Sir, 

On the 20th Major Crabb defeated and routed a Party of the Enemy on the Plain above the Pal's 
of the Suckrute i their l^ofs was 150 Men and 3 Guns, with much Ammunition; our*s fmall, 'I'he 
Kajah that Evening fled from Lutteefpore his Men followed his Example ; and Yeftcrday at Noon 
^ajor Crabb tbok Poflefllon, the Place being totally defcitcd. I was Ycllcrday in Major Popliam’s 
Camp, and vifited the Fort of Patecta and its Intrenchmcnt. They are both contemptible, but in 
their actual State abfolutely impregnable againlt an Attack, had they made any Refillance. I'lie 
port, though fmall, is of Stone, with 4 Towers, a parallel Rampart, and Towers, and a Ditch of 
great Depth furrounding thefe, and the Town itlclf guarded by an intrenebment extending far be- 
yond it ; ahd the Space between. Hills, Rocks, and Jungle almoft impenetrable. At One o’Clock 
we had the Satisfaftion to receive, by a regular Salute of 21 Guns, the inftant Information of the 
Pofieflion of Lutteefpore by Major Crabb. I have taken upon me to grant a Brevet Commiflion of 
Major to Captain Lane, who commanded the Grenadiers of the Army, and performed diflinguiflied 
Service. I this Inftant receive an authentic Confirmation of the above Intelligence from Major 
Crabb. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Warren Ilaftings. 


Camp at Lutteefpore, 21ft September 1781, at Night. 
Eiom Captain Thomas Blair to Lieutenant Colonel Blair, at Chunar. 


N° loj, 


My dear Colonel, 

It is with much Satisfaftion that I now give you an Account of our Arrival at Lutteefpoor, after 
a moll fatiguing March as ever Troops experienced, over Hills, Rocks, Rivers, and through Jungles. 
It does 'much Credit to the Abilities and Knowledge of Bundee Cawn, his being able to condudt us 
byfuch a Road without lofing our Way. The only Circumftance is, that he has been deceived in 
the Length of the Cofles, each of which are at leaft 4 Miles. We Yeftcrday were oppofed at Lora 
Suckrute by a Body of the Rajah’s Troops, fomething Icfs than 2,000 in Number, and Three Pieces 
of Ordnance, which wc difperfed and took. Their Guns, Tumbrils, and Ammunition, for want of 
Means to bring with us, was deftroyed. One fmall Gun and Limber wc have now with us. The 
Quantity of Ammunition found in Lutteefpore is confiderablc, he Place, in confequcnce of our 
Succefs Yeftcrday, was evacuated by the Rajah in the Evening. The People who did not attend him 
remained only to plunder his Houle, which they have done, and deftroyed what was valuable, and of 
no Ule to them. I do not believe there was one Man in the Fort when Major Crabb marched in. 
The Intention of our March, in the main Point, has, I hope, anfwcrcd the Governoi’s Expeda- 
tion — the expelling the Rajah from a Place of Strength, and preventing his taking Poflenion of the 
Ghauts leading to Bidzigur. Under his prefent Alarm, it appears to me, that if Mcafures arc fpee* 
dily taken to inveft that Place, little Refiftance will be made. I was, during the whole March, under 
much Concern for the Succefs of the Expedition, as I confidered myfclf partly anfwerable for the 
Confequcnccs, though I had not the Command ; and I fliall be much plealed to find it has met with 
the Approbation of the Governor, who, I hope, will do me the Juftice to believe I have done all 
in my Power to forward the Expedition. I have to requeft you will mention Bundee Cawn to the 
Governor. I am much fatigued, and have hurt my Foot a good deal by walking, otherwife in per- 
fedt Health. I will refer you to Bundee Cawn for the Particulars of our Expedition, till I have ths 
Pleafure of feeing you. 1 beg my beft Refpefts and belt Wilhes may be made to Mrs. Blair. 

Dear Colonel, &c. 

Thomas Blair. 


Chunar, a 2d September 1781. io6. 

1*0 Major James Crawfurd. 

Sif, 

If you have not already detached any Part of your Battalion to Patnrf, I defirc that you will hot, 
but keep your Corps entire, and ftation it near the Frontier of Bidzigur ; obeying luch Orders as you 
lhall receive from Major Popham, who will foon be in that Quarter. If you wc.akcn your Corps, 

|rou will be expofed to an unequal Conteft with Cheyt Sing’s whole Force, which will now be afl'eni- 
Swp. Sel. Com. Rep. II. U S ^ 
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bled there. I will be accountable to the General and to tlie Board for the Deviation from theif 

Ordcn. 

I am, &c. 

N. B. Sent under Cover to Warren Haftings. 

Major Eaton at Buxar. 

September 24. Duplicate un- 
der Cover to Major Eaton. 


Chunar, 22 September 1781. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty. 

Sir, 

I have received your Three Letters. I have the higheft Senfe of the Zeal which you have fliew/i 
for the Service, in the Orders given for the Reinforcement of Major Crawford’s Regiment, and of the 
Cavalry, and for their fpeedy Difpacch ; and I beg you will accept of my particular and moft hearty 
Thanks for your perfonal Attention to myfelf The Hircarrah to whom you promifed a Reward of 
1,000 Rupees deferves as many Lafhes •, he accompanied Major Crawford, and was exadlly Three 
Weeks on the Way. Major Popham took the Field on the i6th. The Forts of Patecta and Lutteef. 
pore are in our Pofleflion, the Enemy routed, and the Rajah fled Bidzigur. ' 1 requeft that you will 
inflantly remand the Detachment from Major James Crawford’s Battalion, as he will beeife in Danger 
from the Rajah’s whole Force aflembled in his Neighbourhood, and his Corps united will be eflen- 
tially neceflary for co-operating with Major Popham in the Reduflion of Bidzigur. 

I am, &c. 

N. B. Sent under Cover to Warren Haftings. 

Major Eaton, at Buxar ; 
and the 24th, Duplicate un- 
der Cover to D* 


Captain Thomas Blair to the Governor General. 

Sir, Lutteefpore, a9th September 178 r.‘ 

The following Troops, Major Crabb’s Regiment of Sepoys, Captain Thomas Blair’s Battalion, 
Lieutenant Polhill’s Corps, being Part of the Vizier’s Body Guard, in all about Seventeen Hundred 
Sepoys, Six Guns, Two Tumbrils, and One Howitz, being ordered on Detachment under the Com- 
mand of Major Crabb, to attack the Fort of Lutteefpore from the Hills and Pafs to the Eaftwardof 
if, we began our March from the Encampment in the Neighbourhood of Chunar about to o’Clock 
in the Evening of the 15th Inftant •, crofled the Jurgar Nullah, in which there was Three Feet Water ; 
the Banks of that Part ftcep, which detained the Troops till paft Eleven before the Whole crofled. 
Fromthence the Detachment proceeded to Foulwarrie Gaut, which is over the Hill. The Afcent up 
the Hill is not very ftcep, but the large Stones in the Way, and want of a fufficient Number of 
Bildars, retarded the Guns exceedingly. With the Afllftance of the Officers and Sepoys, the Whole 
of the Ordnance and Tumbrils were got to the Top of the Hill by Day-light. The l 3 ciccnt to the 
Plain very little j for fome Diftance the Road level, fmall Villages at a Diflance from each other, the 
Inhabitants of which fled, on our Approach, to the Hills. Pafled the Village of Dowau on our Left, 
which is about Two Col's from Chunar -, fome fmall Jungles and broken Ground. Proceeded on to 
Byrah, about One Cofs j it it a fmall Village, with a little fortified round Brick Tower on the Bank 
of the Gondowr River, where the Troops Ihould have croflTed •, but on Examination finding it un- 
fordablc at that Part, turned to the Left through a Tope, and marched to Putper Ghaut, the Road 
Part of the Way very bad ; the PalTage might be defended by a few Men againft the whole Detach- 
ment. The Guns were obliged to be unlimbered, and the Tumbrils unloaded, to bring them over 
the River j the Rocks at the Bottom of it very large ; from the Eaft Side of it, thick Jungle for Two 
Miles. When the Troops came oppofite to By rad Village, the Diftance round to crofs at Putpur 
Ghaut about a Cofs out of the direct Road. Encamped about Five o’Clock in the Afternoon at 
Bulluah Ghaut, below Sultufgur Hills, on a Spot pretty clear of Jungle, Diftance from Chunar 
about Fourteen Miles. 

17th. At Day-light marched by the Right-, tolerable Road ; a fmall Nullah now and then; no 
Villages to be feen for Two Cofs — Ponfilla Ghaut ; the Hill neither high, nor diffiailt to alcend ; a 
fmall Village to the Right, named Nicarcaw all the Way Jungle, not very thiik; Diftance Three 
Cofs: Came upon the Plains, palTed Koradie, which is Two Cofs ; marched to Cuifee Village, which 
is about Two Cofs, and encamped at 6 o’Clock in tlie Evening. Left Simraw, a large Village, on the 
Right i the Country flat and well cultivated. From Bulluah Ghaut to Cerrie is about Eight Cofs. 

18th, 
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i8th September. At Day-light croflcd the Field, and entered the Borriah Jungle; kveral Nul- 
lahs and broken Ground; fome fmall Villages ; the Road bad till out of the Jungles ; near to Borria, 
where the Country is open and cultivated.* At the Edge of the Jungle furprifed Sobau Sing, a Rela- 
tion to Chey t Sing ; encamped for the Day ; Diltance Cerric T wo Col's. 

19th September. Marched at Day-light ; to avoid fome Water and bad Ground, wont out of the 
direct Road Two Cofs ; encamped in the Afternoon in a clear Spot of Ground, at a fmall Village named 
Butt, Diftance in a dired Road from Borriah about Three Cofs. The Troops inarched about Six 
Cofs this D.iy. In the Evening faw feveral of the Enemy’s Horfemen mounted as our Troopers ; 
from my Hircarrahs received Intelligence of the Enemy being at Loora, with Three Guns and about 
2,000 Men. 

20th September. Marched by the Right *, 2 Guns in Front of the Body Guard, One in Front of 
the 7th Regiment, One Gun and One Howitz in the Center, One Gun in the Rear of if. One Gun 
in the Rear of the ill Battalion 6th Regiment. The Enemy were drawn up on a Piece of Ground 
free from Jungle, but divided by fome Ditches ; the Cannonade commenced on their Side ; the De- 
tachment formed in their Front in tiic fame Order as they marched ; the Guns, as they came up, re- 
turned the Fire. Soon after the Whole was formed, we advanced on the Enemy, who fired fmartly 
from their Guns and fmall Arms, till the Line was within Twenty or Thirty Paces of their Guns, 
when they ran away ; their Guns were immediately taken ; Three Companies of the Rajah’s Sepoys, 
and fome Matchlock Men, retreated behind a Tank oppofite the Center of Captain Blair’s Battalion, 
who opened and marched round two Sides of it, and gave their Fire, which did great Execution, and 
totally difperfed the Enemy, who no longer made any Stand, but run .is faft as poflible : The Trbops 
purfued the Enemy fome Way : Halted to colledt the Dead and Wounded j the latter were provided 
with Palankeens, Dooleys, &c. when we marched on to Suckroot, about One and Half Miles from the 
Field of Battle, and encamped for the Day. The Rajah’s Troops were commanded by Myar, the 
Commandant of his Sepoys, and Surpurrunt Sing : The former rode to Lutteefpore in great Hafte, 
threw himfelf at his Matter’s Feet, and entreated him to make his Efcape immediately ; that a very 
large Force, with Artillery, was clofe in his Rear, and would inevitably take him alive. He at the 
fame Time accufed the Rajah of having deceived him, or being fo himfelf, refpefting the Englilh 
Force which he went againft. It appears the Rajah’s People had no certain Information of the Detti- 
nation of the Detachment prior to its Arrival at Honaddic, or of its Strength till the Engagement 
commenced. Their Hircarrahs feeing the advanced Guard followed by Two Guns, concluded it was 
the whole Force, and the Followers of the Camp were taken for fome of ColTaun Sing’s People, 
whofe Head the Rajah had ordered to be brought to him, and the others to be killed and left, as if 
of no Confequence. The Rajah received the melancholy Account of the Defeat of his Troops before 
Noon, and evacuated the Fort before Three. He was followed by Numbers; fome continued all 
Night to plunder, and left the Place the next Morning. 

21 September. Major Crabb marched with his Regiment, 3 Guns, and the Howitz, at 4 
o’clock ; at 6 o’clock Captain Blair’s Battalion, Lieutenant Polhill’s Corps* with the remaining 
Guns, Tumbrils, &c. followed ; the Road good till we came to Tarrepatell, where there arc large 
Stones and broken Ground, from thence the Road very good through Trees, till we came to Sup- 
dur Ghaut, which, from the Slope and large Stones, is exceedingly difficult for Guns to pals j came 
to a fmall Village of about 10 Huts ; crofl'ed the Gurriah Nudda ; no Water in it ; the Road to the 
Fort through Bamboos and other thick Jungles -, arrived at Lutteefpore, the Gate being open and 
the Place evacuated ; Major Crabb took Poffeffion of it about 10 o’Clock, the Remainder of the De- 
tachment arrived foon after ; when Two of our Guns were brought into the Fort, and light Cartridges 
taken out of the Rajah’s Magazine, a royal Salute was fired, and the Union Flag hoitted on the 
highett Part of the Works. Three Guns were found on the Hill which overlooks the Fort, and had 
been placed there to prevent an Enemy from potteffing themfelves of a Spot which gives them every 
Advantage over the Fort, which is commanded from it. Several Pieces of Ordnance, and a very con- 
fidcrable Qiiantiiy of Powder and Ammunition ready made up, were found in the Place. 

I lhall be glad if the foregoing Account of our March is fufficiently corredb to convey a general 
Idea of the Roads, Rivers and PalTes. The Dittances are right, fo far as I am able to judge 
without having meafured them. Troops marching by this Route without Guns would find the Dif- 
tance probably lefs than I have made them, as we were frequently obliged to leave the diredt Road to 
avoid Stones, broken Ground, and other Impediments to Artillery. 

1 have the Honour to be, See. 

Thomas Blair. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 

ChunargOr, 22d September 1781. jQrt, 

The Governor General having himfelf had an Opportunity of furveying the Fort and Intrench- ^ 

ments of Pateeta, defires to publilh to the Army the Senfe which he entertains of the great Zeal and 
» Abilities 



appendix, N“ I. 


N® no. 


Abilities of Major Popbam, in planning fo difficult an Attack j and of the great-gdod Cohduft of 
Majors Roberts and Gardener, and of the Officers of the Detachment, for their Affiftatice in the Ex- 
ecution of it. The Governor General expreffes his particular Satisfadlion at the firm and intrepid 
Behaviour of the Grenadiers under the Command of Captain Lane to whofe gallant Example, fol- 
lowed and fupported by the fteady Courage and Difcipline of the reft of the Troops, it may be 
principally attributed that a Place of fuch great Strength has been reduced, and almoft without ^fs. 

The Governor General, in Teftimony of the Mciitand Condutft of Captain Lane, promotes him to 
the Rank of Major by Brevet. 


Major Popham to the Governor General. 

Sir, Camp at Pateeta, aid September lyj i. 

It is with refleftivc Satisfadion I acquaint you that our Endeavours to reduce this Place, and dif. 
perfe the Army of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, have been attended with complete Succefs. 

My Intention was to have aflaulted the Town, on my Arrival before it the i6th Inftant; but I 
had certain Intelligence that a confiderable Body of the Enemy, with fome Cannon, were within the 
Place, ftrongly intrenched. I judged it proper to encamp till I could gain proper Information of the 
Strength of the Works, more efpccially as great Part of the Artillery and One Regiment were far 
in the Hear, and not likely to reach me till late in the Day. About Two Hours after the Camp was 
pitched, th# Enemy began a Cannonade from the Town, which obliged us to file off to the Left 
out of the Range of their Shot : This done, we received no further Moleftation during the Day! 
In the Courfc of the Night I meditated an Attack with the whole Line on their Works j but my Hir- 
carrachs brought Accounts that the Town was defended by a deep Trench and high Parapet, flanked 
with Towers, on which there were Guns mounted, and the Jungle behind very thick, with a Number 
of Troops j which obliged me to lay afide haiarding fuch an Undertaking till better acquainted 
with the Place. I now gave Orders for a Battery, and Major Gardiner fixed on a Spot about a 
Thoufand Yardt off the Works, but foon after, on a nearer Obfervation, he judged it proper to take 
Pofleffion of a Tank, the Banks of which would prove an excellent Shelter for the 7 'roops, and cf- 
fciftoally commanded the S. K. Face of the Town, diftant between Eight and Nine hundred Yards. 
This Poft being gained with little Oppofition, a Battery was formed, and the i8 Pounders carried 
down.’ On the 19th a fmart Cannonade was begun, which continued at Intervals during the Day » 
fome Shells were aUb thrown j however, it was impoflible we could know what Execution was done 
as the Thicknefs of the Jungles obftrufted the View; yet it being obferved that our Fire obliged the, 
Enemy for the moft Part to quit their Intrcnchments and retire further into the Woods, it was 
judged by Major Gardiner and myfelf, that an early Affault next Morning, juft before the Dawn of 
Day, might be attended with immediate Succefs, and though not ’complete, would gain us a Lodge- 
ment within the Works, from whence the Fort might with Eafe be battered. 

This being determined, and Captain Lane’s Corps of Grenadiers already at the Battery, at 10 
o’clock at Night the following Orders were ifllied, * 

“ The native Grenadiers of the Line, with the ift Battalion of the 19th, ad Battalion of the 
“ 30th and 35th ReginKotSj to affemblc at the Souihermoft Bktcry at 12 o’Clock To-night : Major 
‘‘ Roberts to command this Detachment, and regulate it as he ffiall judge ncceffary for thc Atcack 
“ of the Town a little before Break of Day To-morrow Morning; The remaining Corps of the 
” Line to clofc the Center (leaving their Quarter and Rear Guards ftanding) as foon as the above 
“ Detacliment marches oft', and there lay on their Arms. The Piquets of the Battalion ordered for- 
“ the Attack, to be relieved immediately by the remaining Battalion'. Major Balfour to relieve. 
“ — Major Roberts to wait on the Commanding Officer for his further Inflruftions.” 

Major Roberts, agreeable to Orders, began the Attack juft before the firft Dawn ; at the fame 
Time a heavy Fire was kept up by Captain Hill, from Major Gardiner’s Southcrmoft Battery, which 
fecured the Jungles to the Left of the Attack, and added to that Panic which feized the Enemy im- 
mediately on the Entrance of the Grenadiers, who, with the reft of the Troops, ruflied on, and 
Toon made the Vidory complete. 

While thofc fuccefsful Approaches wefc making ort the Town, a Party of the Enemy faUicil 
from behind the Hill in the Hear of the Battety with Two fmall Guns, in Hopes that by employing 
our Attention that Way, the Affault on the Town would be difturbed ; but they were foon routed 
by the cool Intrepidity of a Serjeant and One Company of Sepoys, Foiled here, they moved round 
the Hills rill they came round the Left of our Encampment; v»here thty feemed to meditate an At- 
tack. On their Motions being oblerved, the European Grenadiers and Light Infantry were ordered 
if poffiblc to throw thcmfclvcs in the Rear and cut them off. This Mcafure was too foon noticed by 
the Enemy, who immediately run away in great Confufion. 

By this Time Major Roberts had drivert thfe> Enemy, frofo the Town and every Part, fo that thev 
had now nothing lelt but to move with their Baggage and Cannon without the Place towards Ramna- 
gur ; which they eft’etfted as to the firft Objeft i but the only Piece of Ordnance they had faved fr9m 
the I'own, was taken by Lieutenant Hamilton, wivo had Advice and was long in purfuii of it i for 

6 they 
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they had ihc Folly to fire it from a Diftancc at the Line, as they were gaining the Ramnaour Road 
which led Lieutenant Hamilton to do it. ° ’ 

Had Allanafs’s Cavalry obeyed Orders, the Enemy’s Baggage mult have alfo been taken 5 but not 
a Man ol them would move 500 Yards from the Camp. 

Xhe Returns of the Killed and Wounded on our Side, with thofe of the Cannon, &c. taken, 
will (hew how fortunate we were on this Service •, during which, the Behaviour of both Officers 
and Men was loch as merits the moll finccre Acknowledgements. 

Majors Roberts and Gardiner, Captains Lane and Hill, were particularly adlive, and I feel a real 
Pleafurc in doing them the Jufticc to recommend them to your particular Attention. 

(Signed) W" Popham, Major. 


Honourable Sir, 

Enclofed 1 have the Plcafure to yanfmit a Copy of a Letter I have received from Captain Max- 
well, commanding the Battalion at Burragong, with which he has lent me Copies of the Letters 
written by Raan Sing Roy and Shew Perlhaud Roy, to Futty Saw. Thefe contain ample Proofs of 
their Guilt j one of them is a direft Information to him of the March of the Troops from Burragong, 
and an Invitation to avail himfelf of the defcncelefs State of Houffeypore, by coming into that 
Diftrift. 

I have, in Confequence of thefe undoubted Teftimonies, written to Captain Maxwell to feize the 
Perfons of Baan Sing Roy and Shew Perfhaud Roy, and keep them in dole Confinement. 

I have not complied with Captain Maxwell’s Propofal for difarming the Country People, as fuch a 
Meafure could not be put in Execution without caufing a general Alarm throughout the Dillrid, 
and greatly obftruding the Cultivation •, bcfidcs which, as no Crime is allcdged againft any Perfon, I 
conceive there is no Neceflity for afting with fo much Rigour, which would involve the Innocent with 
the Guilty, and ftill leave it doubtful on whom Puniffiment ought to be inflided. Though I have 
deemed it improper to authorize Captain Maxwell to difarm the People, in which I hope foi >001 Ap- 
proval: I have recommended to him to ufc every Endeavour to dilcover if any other I’eilons, and 
who, were concerned with Raan Sing Roy and Shew Perfhaud Roy in their villainous Aiiempt;. 

The Punifhment of Futty Saw’s Abettors within the Diftridf of Houfleypore will i.:oubtlds be 
produdliveof good Confequenccs, by awing thofe who are fecrctly attached to him •, but it is in vain 
to expeft his Apprehcnfion, whilft he receives Protedtion in a neighbouring Country. I am well 
informed, that he is now in the Dominions of Rajah Cheyt Sing, and that he has been tliere ever 
fince he was driven out of Houffeypore by Lieutenant Hutcheffon, in the Month of February lad. 

Chuprah, 1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

the iijth Auguft 1781. (Signed) Cha' Graeme. 


To Charles Grteme. 

Sir, 

In confequence of your polite Attention to my Reprefentation refpedling the Treachery and traiter- 
ous Correfpondence ofBon Sing Roy and Sheo Perfhaud with our declared Enemy Rajah Futty Saw-, 
of their having given him the moft perfedt Intelligence of every Movement or Step taken to entrap him 
from this Station j of their having fupplied him with Money, and your turning them out of every 
Employment; 1 was further induced to attempt the obtaining the cleared Proof of their Guilt, as I 
could not deem the Punifhmcnt already inflidled on them (although the mod in your Power) by any 
Means adequate to their Crimes. 

Some Time ago, when I had the Honour of mentioning this Subjedl:, and acquainting you with the 
Hopes I had of obtaining the original Letters from thefe Men to the Rajah Futty Saw, you was 
pleated to exprefs your Satisfadlion thereat, and offered your Affidance, if this could be effedled, of 
laying the Whole before the Honourable the Governor General and Council for their Decifion. I 
have now the Pleafurc to acquaint you, that the enclofed are cxadl Copies of the original Letters, at- 
teded upon Oath, at this Time in my Poffcffion. Should further Proof of their Guilt be deemed ne- 
cclfary, 1 can take upon me to promife, that the Man employed in carrying Money from Bow Sing 
Roy to Rajah Futty Saw fhall be produced. 

I mud further beg Leave to lay before you, that while the Country People, fo entirely attached to 
the Intereds of Kaj^ Futty Saw, are permitted to keep Polfeffion of Qu.mtitics of Arms, which I 
have the mod certain Information is the Cafe, that he can never be at any Lofs for an armed Force to 
enter and plunder the Country with. For this Rcafon, I would humbly propofe my being authorized 
to difarm every Man in the Country, as the only Dedruftion to his IIopcs, and Means of fulfilling 
tile Intentions of the Honourable Board, in his prefent Situation, protefted and countenanced as he is 
by Rajah Cheyt Sing in his Country, where he now watches for the fird favourable Opportunity of 
returning to his old Prafliccs, 

Sup. Sft.. Com. Rep. II. H h I have 
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I Iiave to requeft you will be fo obliging as to lay tbcfe Circumftances before, tl^ Boar 4 t ^om. 
panied by this Letter j but (hould that prove inconvenient, th^t you will be pleaicd: to acquaint nit 

lb, and! I will then do it myfelf through the Commander in Chief. 

I have the Honour to be, &c,, 

Burragong, (Signed) Rob' Maitwell, 

the 1 7th Auguft 1781. Captain, commanding at Burragong, 


N** II2. 


Major Crabb to the Governor General. 

Honourable Sir, , Lutteefpoor, 28th September ,781. 

Bundoo Cawn, who concluded me through the Hills, has requefted from me a Certificate of his 
Condudi: 1 I do myfelf the Honour to recommend him to your Notice, as a Perlbn who I have every 

Rcafon to* believe well affcdled to Government. 

I have the Honour to fubferibe myfelf, &c. 

J. W. Crabb, 

Maior. 


N” 113. 


Major Crabb to the Governor General. 

Honourable Sir, Lutteefpoor, 2 ill September 1781. 

1 had the Honour to addrefs you Yellerday from Lora j and I now advile you of my having this 
Morning taken PofielTion of the Fort of Lutteefpoor; the Rajah having evacuated it Yellerday 
Afternoon, and pulhes acrofs the Hills to Bidzigur with mod of his Followers : Thofe remaining, 
amounting to about Seven or Eight hundred, followed his Example. At my Approach 1 found one 
of the French Soldiers, who informs me, the reft were inhumanly maflacred about the 4th Inftant; 
that lie received a Wound, and pretended to be dead, until the barbarous Rafcals had quitted the 
Place, and then he crawled out to the Hills, where he lay concealed for feveral Days. It was unfor- 
tunate for me the Rajah efcaped ; but the many Difficulties 1 had to encounter, rendered it impoffible 
to reach this earlier. The Roads, from their Badnefs, have ffiaken all my Gun Carriages fo much, 
that it is neceffary for them to be taken to Pieces, and have a thorough Repair, before they can leave 
this. I have given the neceffiiry Orders rcfpedling it. I found here Four Guns of different Calibres, 
There appear to be a good many Stores j Particulars of them Ihall be taken, and forwarded with all 
Fixpedition. I have alio found a Cohorn here, which was 1 believe taken from Mirzapoor; it feems 
in good Order. Your Letter of the 17th is juft arrived, brought by the Bearer, Bundoo Cawn has 
behaved much to my Satisfadion in conduding the J^tachment. I le was miftaken refpeding the 
Dill, nice, as alfo the Situation of this Place from the Pals mentioned ; but I beg Leave to recommend 
him to your Notice. 1 hope the Roads will be opened between this and Chunagur. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. W. Crabb. 




From Major Crabb to the Governor General. 

Honourable Sir, Lutteefpoor, 23d September 1 78 r. 

I had the Honour to inform you of the Evacuation of this Place, and my taking Pofleffion the 
Morning of the 2 ill. At that Time I could only find Four Guns, but fince have difeovered Five 
more, together with a large Qiianticy of Stores and Ammpnition ; every Houfe almoft produces 
Stores or Materials for making them. I have the Honour to prelent you enclofed, a Return of the 
Killed and Wounded of my Detachment, in the Morning of the 20th, near Lorah, in an Adion with 
a Party of the ILajah’s Troops, to the Number of about 2,000 of all Sorts, with their Guns. Their 
1 .ofs amounted in Killed and Wounded to near 200. The Guns fell into my Hands, together with 
the Stores attaclied to them, which, for want of Carriages, I was ncceffuatcd to deftroy, having ren- 
dered ufelel's and buried them. 

Yellerday Morning I received Orders from Major Pophatp to fend the id Battalion of the 6th 
j^egiment, and the Vizier’s Body Guard, to join him at Patceta, and remain here with my Regiment, 
the Four Guns, and Howitzer, till further Orders. 

1 h.ive ore, It Satisfadion in informing you, that Half an Hour ago, Kuntoo Baboo and Mr. Barnet 
applied, ,ir(l received Admiffion into the Fort, h.iving Ycfterday Morning been difmiffcd from Bidzi- 
gur by tiic Rajah. Thde I'wo Gentlemen are, from Fatigue of Travelling, and Joy at tlicir Efcape, 

incapable 
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incapable of proceeding further before To-morrow, when I (liall give them all the Affiihncc in mv 
Power towards forwarding them to Chunar. ^ 

The accompanying Letters wefj^ fQp^. ia aa old . K^ouJe Ye|^cr<^. 

The Difficulties the Detachment Has cxpcrTenccd on the March from Chunar to this Phre, were 
fuch as, induced me to form a Narrative, which I Oiall beg Leave to offer for your Pcrulal in Two or 
Three Dayi Time,- I have, 6fc. 

' J. W. Crabb, 

Major, commanding a Detachment. 


lUtuynof the Kilted, Wounded aint* Miffing, of the Detachment, rommanded by N“ rve- 

M^jor J, W. CrabJ), iji the Aaion of 20th September 1781. * * 5 * 



Artillery— -I Lafcar killed, i wounded •, i Bullock Driver, and 2 Bullocks. 

N. B. One Beaftic killed. 



J. W. Crabb, 

Major, commanding a Detachment. 




Major 
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Major Balfour to the Governor General. 

Ramnagur 23d September 1781. 

Honourable Sir, 

At the Dcfire of the Ranee, who reprefented Cheyt Sing’s People having entirely deferted 
Benares, and which was confirmed by my own Intelligence, I have fent an Officer with a Company 
of Sepoys, along with lomc People of hers, to proclaim the Reftoration of her Authority, and give 
Confidence to thole who are well inclined to our Government; as alfo to take Charge of the 
Gentlemen’s hffeds, greateft Part of which I underftand to be ftill there. The Officer is alfo par- 
ticularly inftru( 5 fcd to affitt the Ranee’s People in apprehending the Aumcen Dyaram, who it is faid 
is Hill lurking in the I'own. Though this Step exceeds my Orders, I flatter myfelf it will meet 
with your Approbation, as the delaying it till I could receive yodr.Orders might have proved fatal 
to the Tranquillity of the Town, which feemed to require the immediate Appearance of lome Perfon 
on the Part of Government. The Inhabitants of this Place are returning faft, and the Ranee 
acquaints me, that the People whofe Names I trouble yoii with in the enclofed Lift, have all fent 
Offers to her of coming in immediately, and fhe requefts me to beg you will be pleafed to let her 
know whom you would chufc her to receive, as (he will not venture to give any of them AfTurances 
of her Proteftion without your previous Approbation. I requeft to be favoured with your Com- 
mands on this Head, and will now only take the Liberty of adding, that I think the People in 
general Iccm to be fenfiblc of their Error, and that the Tranquillity of the Country may foon be 
reftored. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

A. Balfour, Major. 

P. S. There are many Things found here which I fuppofe belong to the Gentlemen with you, 
but I cannot afeertain exadly to whom ; I (hall collc^f them all in the Fort, and take Care of them 
till they can be claimed. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 

Chunargur, September 24th 1781. 

The Governor General returns his Thanks to Major Crabb, for the Spirit and good ConduA 
with which he has executed the Service committed to his Charge, and exprefles his entire Appro- 
bation of the Behaviour of the Officers and Troops under Major Crabb’s Command. 


Tranflation from the Perfian, of a Proclamation iflued by the Governor General 

September 25th 1781. 

Be it known to the Zemindars, Aumils, Ryots, and all the Inhabitants of the Zemindarry of Be- 
nares, &c. That whereas Rajah Cheyt Sing, by many A 61 :s of Rebellion and Perfidy, and the Mur- 
der of a Number of Englilh Officers, Sepoys, ^nd Dependants on the Government of the Company, 
who were unarmed, has totally forfeited his Right to' the Zemindary of Benares, &c. and become 
amenable to the Jullice of the Company ; it is therefore made known and proclaimed, that Cheyt Sing, 
and his Brother Sujan Sing, and their Dependants, have, from this Period, no further Right or Ijitereft 
in the Zemindary of the faid Provinces ; and all the Zemindars and Ryots are required to withhold 
their Obedience and SubmilTion from him, otherwife thpy will be punifhed accordingly.— And 
whereas, by the Sedition of Cheyt Sing, this Country has fallen into Confufion and Alarms, AfTu- 
rances of Protctftion arc hereby given to the Zermndars, and other Inhabitants of this Country ; and 
they are hereby invited to repair to their former Places of Refidence, and refume their Occupation 
in perfedf Security : And, left any fhould entertain Apprehenfions on -account of their Mifdcmcanors, 
it is declared, that the paft Offences of all the Inhabitants of this Country, who fhall conform to this 
Order, are pardoned: And further, every Zemindar and Aumil who fliall, within the Space of 
One Month, repair to the Prefence of the Governor j General, or Major William Popham, iCom- 
mander of the Forces in the Field, and make their jSubmifTion, fhall be pardoned -, and fucHason 
account of the Diftance of the Road, or any other valid Reafon, cannot attend in PerfonJ muft 
fend iheir Vackeels for this Purpofc with proper Credentials. But be it known that the Peffons of 
Cheyt Sing and his Biothcr Sujan Sing are excepted from this Pardon; and the Town of Gopee 
Gungec, the Inhabitants of which have been particularly aiftive in this Rebellion, and have com- 
miticd many Afts of Sedition and even Bloodlhed on many of the Dependants of this Govern- 
ment, fhall be deftroyed, and the Inhabitants thereof punifhed, on a due Enquiry into their Crimes— 

c Such 

0 
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Such Perfons as, availing thcmfclvcs of thcfe Troubles, fliall have plundered and opprefTcd t!»e 
Inhabitants of the City of Benares, and fuch as lhall have committed Murder on peaceable TalVcn- 
gers, lhall be rendered accountable for the fame in the due Courfe of Jufticc. 


The Governor General to Major Cfabb. 


Sir, 


Chunargar, a5th September 1781 


Warren Haftings. 


N° 


I duly received your Letter, informing me of the Succefs of your Expedition •, and return you my 
warmed Thanks for the Spirit and Judgment which you exerted in the Conduft of it. 

Captain Blair and Bundoo Cawn have given me a minute Detail of the Difficulties and Fatigues 
which you encountered in your March } and I am truly fenfiblc of the Zeal and Perfevcrance which 
you have (hewn in furmounting them. 

The Defeat of the Rajah's Troops at Lora, befides the immediate Confequence of the Evacuation 
of Lutteefgur, is likely to be produdlive of the good Effcft of fpcedily terminating the Dilturbances 
occafioned by the DefeAion of the Raja Cheyt Sing. 

Be aifured that 1 lhall always retain a proper Senfe of, and defire to acknowledge, the Service you 
have performed. 

Yours, &c. 


1 19, 


The Governor General to Colonel Morgan; 

N* 120. 

Ramnagur, 27th September 1781. 

Sir, 

In my Letter to you, dated the 24th Inftant, I acquainted you, that as the Nabob expected his 
Return to the Capital would put a Stop to the Dilturbances which have lately arifen in his Country, 
it was unneceflary for you to proceed to Lucknow with your Brigade, as I at firft direfled. From a 
■fubfequent Converfation with the Minifter, I find that there is a Probability that the Nabob may be 
deceived in his Expeftations, arid ftiil require your AlTiftance j I have therefore dircdtcd Mr. Mid- 
dleton, on the Nabob’s Application to him in Writing for that Purpofe, to apply to you for the Aid 
of fuch a Force as the Nabob may require } which 1 requeft you will furnifli on Mr. Middleton’s 
Requifition. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours, 8cc. 

Warren Haftings. 


Colonel N^organ to the Governor General. 


N" 121. 


Camp near Allahabad, ayth September 1781. 

oITj 

I was honoured laft Night with your Letters of the a4th Inftant 1 and beg Leave to aftlire you, 
It IS the Summit of my Ambition to meet with your Approbation of my Condud and the Compli- 
ments you paid the Troops which 1 fent you, heightened my Satisfadion with additional Pleafure. 
Ill confequence of your Letter of the 19th, defiring me to halt at this Place, I immediately ordered 
that Part of my Brigade which had crolTcd over to Joofy^ to recrofs-, but in order to lofe no Time, 
I lhall diredly march towards Lucknow, and, agreeable to your Diredions, fliall dired Colonel Sir 
John Gumming to crofs immediately at Cawnpoor, and proceed to Lucknow witli Two Regiments 
and Four Guns, and to comply with fuch Requifitions as the Nabob or the Rclident make to him for 
AHiftance to cftablilh Tranquillity in his Excellency’s Dominions. But I have the Pleafure to inform 
you, that I learn, both by Letters written by Gentlemen at Lucknow, and by my Intelligence Writer 
there, that the Commotions have fubfided, and that they entertained no Alarm but .t^roni the Situa- 
tion of Chunar ; and I am ready to conclude, that the Brigade’s halting here operated in fomc 
Mealurc to produce that good Effed j and I am now concerned I lint to you that Extra6t from 
Mr. Blanc’s Letter, as I apprehend it was written without a right Conllderation of Circumftances, 
and caufed you fome unneceflary Alarm. Captain Law will crofs the River i'o-morrow Morning 
with all the Cavalry fit to ferve on adive Service, and I have given him Inftiudions to ufe ail Expe- 
dition on his Way down to Chunar. 1 IhSll march on this Side tlic Water up to Cawnpoor. 1 will 
Sup. Sbl. Com. Rep. II. I i vvritc 
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write to Mr. Middleton to let me know if the Artiftancc of my Troops be wanted, and ftall be 
prepared to afford him any Aid, either with my whole Force or any Part of it, Jhould the Detach- 
ment with Colonel Sir John Gumming not prove fufficient for quelling any Difturbance in the 
Nabob's Country •, but in the prelent State of the Country I make no Doubt of Colonel Cumming’s 
being cnoimh. As the Exigency of Affairs does not feem now to be prefling, I have left it to Colo- 
nel Cumming’s Option, either to proceed with the Detachment, or to go and command at the Station 
of Futtah Gliur with the Two Regiments he has left there, till further Orders frorn me. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. Morgan. 


N° 12 2 . 


Mr. Graeme to the Governor General. 

Chuprah, aiftOclober lySr.' 

Honourable Sir, . , , , ,• 

I have the Honour to cnclofe a Copy of a Second Letter received from Major Lucas, fince the 
Adion of the lyth with Futty Saw •, by which you will fee that he narrowly efcaped being taken 
Priloner. Wilhing to reduce as foon as poflible the increafed Expcnce attending the keeping in Pay 
the Body of Burgundofles raifed for the Defence of thefe Diftridls, I had written to Govindram Miflcr 
to lend them in here to receive their Arrears that were due to them > but previous to the Receipt of 
my Letter, a Plan for attacking Futty Saw’s Intrcnchments had been formed: They accompanied 
tiic Battalion, and did not difappoint the general Expedation of their being ferviceable on the Occa- 
fion, for they diffinguilhed thcmfelves greatly. I received this Morning another Letter from Major 
Lucas, in which he fays, “ Don’t determine any Thing about the Peons till you hear from me again; 
“ there is lomething in Agitation that may require their further Services.’* In confcquencc of this 
! have rcfolved not to recall them immediately, and hope you will approve of it. 

I have the Honour to be yours, &c. 

C. Graeme. 


N° 1 
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From Major Lucas to Mr. Graeme.' 

Camp Hufleypoor, i8th Odober 1781. 

Dear Sir, , . 

I luve been favoured with your’s of the i6th. By this, Chupra muff be relieved from their Fears 
of Futty S.iw, who I now find has got a moll: compleat Drubbing, and had a very narrow Efcape 
himlelf ; for, contrary to Cuftorn, he was in his Trenches, but walked off on feeing us advance fo 
hrmly. When he ariived on the Banks of the Jerry, he mounted a favourite Horl’e, which was 
alarmed at the Fire, and had nearly thrown his Mailer into the River, who was obliged to difmounr, 
and get upon an Elephant, and had juft got clear, with about Twenty or Thirty Favourites, when 
my Grenadiers and fome of Dergoo Sing’s People arrived at the River, whofe Depth or Rapidity did 
not prevent their following immediately v and had they known the ihort Diftance the Raja had got 
in projie'r l ime, ’tis more than probable he would have fallen into our Hands. His Lofs in killed 
:intl wounded, from every Account, feems to be nearly 300. Moft of his principal Men fell in the 
I'lenchcs ; Sitt.tbarie, and a Commandant formerly in the Nedjecb Battalion, faid to be fent here by 
Cheit Smg, and liis Colours taken, belides feveral others whofe Names I do not rccolleft. From 
the Numbers of Matclilocks, Tulwars, &c. &c. picked up by our Followers in the Jungles in 
and about the River (which is confirmed by fome Faquers who ftood on the Banks) many of them 
tniift have perilhed therein, as it was barely fordable in a particular Spot, and very rapid. It is 
fuppofed he had j,ooo Men in the Trenches, and that he has not been able yet to colled 300 ; 
I'o that his Overthrow muft, I hope, now be compleated. The Lines we attacked muft not be 
deemed common temporary liiticnchmcnts the Rampart at the Baftion was about 14 Feet high on 
the Outfide ; and 'tis very evident the Whole was intended as a Fort, which in a little Time would 
have jirovcd very troublefomc. Ills Headmen often urged a Night Attack, which we expeded for 
lo ne l ime, and have not been able to (trip fincc we left Sewan j fo that it became abfolutely nc- 
celfiry to dilhirb this troublefome Neighbour, which I had determined ftiould take place on the 
Anival or the Gun. Enclolcd is a fmall Sketch; I had proceeded with my Battalion to d, d. 
where we received a fevere Fire, which neither the Gun nor Platoons could flacken. Here I was 
joined iiy the Aumil, who pointed out the Ford. I formed the Plan of attacking the Baftion with 
the Gun a'lJ Difroe Sing, wliile Captain Bruce advanced with his Battalion through the Jungle; lo 
that the I'lenchcr were llormcd at cacli End with equal Succefs, and at the fame Inftant. Poverty 
teemed to uign a nongll them. I faw nothing but a few temporary Huts ; and nothing worth 
meniioiiing I1.1S been picked up, 

10 


To-morrow 
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To-morrow I march about 5 Cofs, N. K. to a rul'pefled Place, and hope to be enabled to return 
to Barragong in a few Days. I'he Aumil has behaved very well on every Occafion. 

1 hope you are truly lenfible cf the ell'ential Service performed by the Buii^undoires, who have 
fuffered exceedingly, and hope they may receive fume Maik of Favour. 

Hircarrahs are fent to all Quarters j no Intelligence of the linciny as yet, nor do I fuppofe they 
^vill be eafily found. 

I find our Sepoys have not fufFcred as much as I expcdlcd ;only Twenty wounded, One lincc dead, 
and Two or Three in Danger. 

Youi’s, &c. 

(Signed) Rich'* Lucas. 


Tranflation of a Letter found in Lutteefpoor, 6th Oflober, and forwarded to the Governor 124. 

General by Captain Thomas Blair. 

On the Tuelday after my Arrival at Benares from Buxar, I went to Sewala Gaut, witli a View of 
reprefenting to you fcvcral Circutnftanccs, which 1 had learned concerning the opponte I’.iny ; but as 
they had got in before me, I was deprived of an Opportunity of feeing you, 1 w.is pieUnt at the 
Place where your Friends and People were fitting, and wheie they aflcmbled togetlier ; and when you 
went with the Boat, notwithftanding it was my earned Dcllrc to have accompanied you, yet 1 had 
no Opportunity of doing it. The enfuing Day, the Faflagc of Boats to am' fro was cmiuly cblL tid- 
ed, and Iwasafiaid to lend you Intelligence Iroin this Place*, led the Letter Ihould have lallcn into 
the Hands of the Enemy, They remained afterwards Four Days at this Flace with a lew Men, and 
if you had then attempted to retaliate on them, you would teruinly have taken 'J'wo I’lgcons in 
One Trap*, but as all your A 6 lions arc accompanied with good Foitune, there is no IJoubt but the 
Enemj will foon be overcome. For Two Days the Hircarrahs of the oppofuc Tarty Crime to my 
Houle to make Enquiries •, bur, by the Blefling of God, no ill Confequence enlued. Now tluv you 
have taken this heavy Burthen upon yourfclf, you mult truft entirely upon God, and fliew, on all Oc- 
cafions, the utmoft Fortitude. ITe Alliance of fcvcral Chiefs, at a I'lmc like this, is vciy neceflaiy, 
and may be cafily accompliflicd ; yet you mufl avoid forming any Connexion with a Chief oi luch a Con- 
fequence, as may afterwards himlelf attempt an IntcrfcrenccMn your Aflairs. Whatever Orders you 
give, mud proceed from your own Deliberation. I am at prefent perfccT-ly idle here, and am vciy loli- 
citous of an Interview with you, that 1 may in Terfon communicate to you my Opinion on Icvt ral 
Points which have occurred to me. By a Letter from Bulwunt Row, 1 undcilland that you wifli me 
to inform myfelf concerning the Arrival of Hyder Beg, and to write you on the ^ubjert. 

I will affurcdly make every necefl'aiy Enquiry, both about Hyder Beg and the Nabob Afoph ul 
Dowlah, and communicate to you the Kefulr. 1 have already fent confidential Teilon^^ to both, and 
whatever I may in Conlequcnce learn, flull be communicated to you heieatter. Mcanwliilc, the 
Matter is briefly tliis : You mufl never entertain Hopes of the Attachment of Ilydir BiCg •, his 
whole Strength and Power depend upon the oppofite Tarty •, yet it is proper that you lluiuld .ittempt 
to conciliate the Favour of the Vizier, by telling him, that you are didirous of rcprefcntirg leveral 
Circumflances to him *, that you wifli to perfuade him to detach himlelf from the oppofuc Tarry, and 
to icfume his former Authority over you. Without knowir.g your Sentiments on tins Subjccf, it is not 
in my Power to aft fo of myfelf. 

It is however at all Events adviieable, that if the Vizier fliould entirely embrace the other Party, 
you Ihould neverthelefs wait upon him perforially, and reprefent to him whatever you may deem ad- 
vifable. I beg you will believe me to be in every Refpeff firmly attached to you. Major Hannay 
with One Battalion has left Goorackpoor, and Letters liave been fent to Cawnpoor for I roops from 
thence*, you fhould therefore retaliate on them as foon as poflible. If Hyder Beg, witliout your Con- 
fent, (hould attempt to join the oppofue Party, it is proper you fhould llaiion a fuicable Force on 
this Side of the F"orc of Chunar, to prevent his crofhng the River. Yellcrday Rajah (jobind Ram 
and Laula went and had an Interview with Hyder Beg. What more flnill 1 lay ? The Objed of 
Hyder Beg is certainly to manifeft his Attachment to the oppofite Party. 


Edward 
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N° 12 C, Edward Wheler, Efquirc, See. See. See. Fort Williairi. 

Sir, 

My Continuance in this Quarter, and the Events which have happened, have given me an Oppor. 
tunity of becoming acquainted with the Situation of the Troops beyond the Provinces j and I am 
concerned to fay, that in their Equipment they are extremely defeftive, particularly in ftnall Arms 
and Accoutrements •, the laft Supplies fent from Fort William to Chunar arc entirely expended ; the 
Indents from the Board upon the Magazines there have exceeded the whole Quantity originally fgp. 
plied. Major Popham’s Detachment is indeed amply fupplied but thofe under Colonels Gumming 
and Muir are very deficient. I have not been informed of the Condition of Colonel Morgan’s 
Brigade, but I am afraid it is not much fuperior to that of the others. 

I cannot afeertain the precife Quantity of Arms and Artillery which may be required, nor is it 
material ; but the Neceflity of having in Store at Chunar fuch a Supply as may be equal to the De- 
mands of any probable Service on this Side of the CaramnalTa, is evident, and the immediate Want 
of them is prefling; I therefore carneftly intreat your immediate Orders for tranfporting fuch a Pro- 
portion of (mall Arms and Accoutrements, 'and of Field Artillery, 12 and fiPounders, as maybe 
adapted to this Service, and can be fpared from Fort William and the Provinces, by Water, before 
the Swelling of the River fubfidcs. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Warren Haftings, 

yth O( 5 lobcr 1781.’ 


N® 126. 


The Honourable Warren Halllngs, Efquire. 


Sir, 

I was only Yefterday favoured by the Receipt of your I,ettcr of the 3d Indant. I have for fomc 
Days pad been collefting the Papers which have been thrown out in the Streets and Houfes of this 
Place. 

I have the Pleafurc to aflure you, that the Trouble which I have taken to colleft the Ryots of the 
Pergunnahs of Lutteefpor and Pateeta has been attended with Succefs. In moft of the Villages I 
have diftributed fmall Flags, given them Beetle and Starkarah, and to fome a Sepoy to proteft and 
encourage them. The Ryots are again employed in their Fields ; few or none of the Zemindars or 
Aumils have yet come in. I exped the late Rain which we had, will, with the favourable Reports 
of the Ryots, induce them to return to their former Habitations. You may be aflured, that nothing fliall 
be wanting on my Part to proted and encourage them. The Aumils of Lutteefpoor and Pateeta 
Iball have every Afliftance from me which I can polTibly give them.— In the Jungles a little Diftance 
from this, 1 have difeovered a fmall fortified Place, in which, it appears to me, the Europeans were 
put to Death : Some of their Hats, Shoe-Brufhes, and Pieces of their Coats, were found in it. I 
have not been able to difeover any Remains of their Bodies. 

I fend you Soujah ul Dowlah’s Agreement with the Rajah, which was found Yefterday. I am col- 
leding all the Papers into One Room. Two Moonfliees, who take Baboo Oftan Sing’s Name, came 
to take all the Papers with them. As they had no Letters with them, I defired they would get a pro- 
per Authority for taking Pofleflion of them, before I would deliver them : I lhall be glad to be fa- 
voured with your Diredions refpeding them. 

I have the Honour to be, Src. 

Lutteefpoor, (Signed) Thomas Blair, 

8 th Odober 1781. 
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To Edward Whclcr, Efquirc, &c, &c, &c. N® .1 2 7* 

Sir, 

I beg Leave to introduce, through you, an Inflancc of Zeal and Attachment to our Government^ 
which, from the peculiar Circumftances under which it was exhibited, merits both a Place in our 
Kcroids, and a public and warm Acknowledgment. 

li vv:li be remembered, that a principal Obje(5l of my Journey to thefe IVovinces was to obtain 
and facilitate an Interview at Benares with Dewagur Pundit, the Minifter of Raja Moodajee Boolla, 
for the Purpofe of elFcfting a final Adjuftment of the political Concerns of our Government, and 
that of Berar. The Death of Dewagur Pundit, the News of which reached me Two Days before 
iny Arrival at Benares, and which I regret with the mod fcnfible Concern, difappointed all the 
Hopes which 1 had conceived of forming by his Means a folid and lading Alliance with the 
Court of Berar, 

1 was attended in my Journey from Calcutta by Bencram Pundit, the Vakeel of Moodajee 
Bo Ha, with his Brother Beeffumber Pundit. The Vakeel, during his long Rcfuiencc with me in 
that Capacity, had given me condant Proofs of a fincere Difpofition to promote the interefts of our 
Government, whild he exerted himfelf to advance thofc of his Madcr. 

When I retreated from Benares, Pundit and his Brother, on the fird Intelligence of my Depar- 
ture, followed, and, unattended by a fingle Servant, joined me in the March, refiding all my Intrea- 
ties, and even Injundions, to return to Benares, where their whole Family refided, and where they 
might have remained in perfed Eafe and Security. 

On my Arrival at Chunar I found myfelf in great and immediate Didrefs for want of Money. 

The Troops were fomc Four, and others Five Months in Arrears, and as Cheyt Sing had the 
Country on all Sides at his Devotion, had not the fmalled Profped of obtaining Supplies, until the 
Motion of our Troops from different Qtiarters ftiould open a Communication. It was with Diffi- 
culty I found Means to raife fo fmall a Sum as 2 ,<;oo Rupees, to diftribute among the Sepoys for 
their prefling Neceflitics. I mud add, though foreign to my immediate Subjeft, that the Sepoys 
bure their DiftreflTes without exprefling the lead Impatience under them. 

Being accultomed, from my Experience of the Intereft which Bencram Pundit had always taken 
in the Succefs of our Atfairs, and as a Kind of Acknowledgment of it, to treat him with a gieatcr 
Freedom of Communication than other Perfons in his Situation, I occafionally mentioned to him, 
without any Expectation or Thought of obtaining any Relief from him, the Difficulties under which 
I laboured for the Want of prdent Sublillence. He indantly, and with fome Eagernefs, replied, 
lhat his Family at Benares were in Poflelfion of a L.ack of Rupees, colledled in Specie, of which 
he made me an inftant Offer, propofing that a Battalion of Sepoys fliould be Tent to bring it away ; 
his Brother at the fame Time offering to accompany the Effort, and to deliver the Money. I thank- 
fully accepted the Offer, and fhould have adopted the Mode they recommended for bringing away 
the Money, had I not been feartul of expofing their I'amily to the Vengeance of 'Cheit Sing; and 
as my Dewan had been left at Benares, I hoped by his Means to procure the rrealure to be iranl- 
ported to Chunar, and leu'ivcd thur Orders for the Delivery of it to him. But in this Expedient 
I was dilappomted, for the Uevvan was fo concealed, that my Letter could not reach him, and 
Gu|)aul Dofs, the Banker, through whole Agency the intended Plan was to be elfeded, was about 
the lame Time appidiended and carried a Prifoncr to Liutcetpoor, where the Rajah refided ; neither 
could I at UiaL T;mt deviie any odur Contrivance to avail mylclf of the Afliffance winch had 
been thus generoully p clkd upon me. When I returned to Benares, lieneram Pundit 
renewed the fame 1 end* ; and alihoiigh my Dillrels for Money was not then equal in 
any Degree to that which had before prompted him to make it, I agreed to accept it, willing to 
lurnilli an incontrovertible Proof of his Sincerity in the Firff Offer, and llrcngthen the 'i cltimony 
1 have therein given ol his fteady Attachment to our Government. The whole Sum, amounting to 
One Lack of Benares Sicca Rupees, was received between the goth September and ill Odober : I 
have granted to Bencram Pundit a Bond for the fame, at the ufual Rate of Intereff, and the iiliial 
Form, except that it has only my S-gnature to it. I hope and requeft that the Board will be pleakd 
to confirm it. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &:c. &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Warren Hailing^. 

13 th Qftober 1781 . 


a k 
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N® 128# The Honourable Warren Hallings, Efquire. • 

Honourable Sir, 

I do myfclf the Pleafure to acquaint you with my Progrefs flnee I left Cawnpore. 

You no doubt heard of my fudden March from thence for the Safety of Lucknow, and a fevf 
Days afterwards of my hafty unexpefted March for. the Relief of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, 
whofe Situation, from his Letter to me and Mr. Middleton, were beyond Deferiprion, and which 
authorized the Match immediately necelTary. He was ftationed at Sakrooa, about 30 Cofs from 
Lucknow } and to get to him I had Four unfordable River.s or Nullas to crofs, and all the Country 
almoft between the Gumpty and Gogra had moftly revolted, and were aflembled in a very con- 
fidcrable Body, headed by many of the difafFcdted Rajahs, which 1 had to remove before I could 
poflibly attempt to crofs the Gogra ; in all of which I was fuccefsful, and relieved Lieutenant 
Colonel Hannay the 6th in the Morning. The Rebels who had occafioned fuch Commotions in that 
Country, and had occafioned him calling for AlTiftance, were then aflembled at Bopaul Gaur, on 
the Banks of the Secra Nulla, which I was informed was fordable ; and that they were determined 
to maintain their Ground. I Halted a Day, and got an Addition of Two 6 Pounoers and Two 
hundred of the difaffefted Horfe. 1 marched, and found them polled as deferibed, acrofs the Nulla, 
with Two Guns well Rationed for their Defence, which they had taken fomewhere or other. In 
this Situation, I advanced the Grenadier Companies with Four Guns immediately to the Banks of 
the Nulla, with an Intention to have ordered the Grenadiers and Two Guns over j but I found the 
Intelligence which 1 had received, of its being fordable, premature, and it might have been attended 
with that Confequence that I might have fuffered exceedingly. This was an Accident which I could 
not forefee, and which took me near Half an Hour to redlify, in finding out a Place 'vhere there 
was the lead Probability of fording, and at this Place the tailed Men could only get through *, I 
then ordered the Grenadiers and Two Guns down to the Ford, having previoufly provided long 
and thick Ropes to enable me to drag the Guns through any Nullah where I might not meet Hith 
Boats, while the other i wo Guns covered their Crofling, This obliged the Whole to give way, 
leaving their Guns and Two Tumbrils, and near too Ihotted Cartridges, &c. &c. ; from the firft 
of my Arrival at the Gaur, until they gave way, was near an Hour. I had only Two Men 
killed and Four wounded } of the Enemy, I found on fhe Spot between 60 and /o killed, and 
many more lay fcatcercd about at a Difiance, which they had endeavoured to carry off j the greater 
Part of their Wounded were likewife moved away, owiijg to the Difficulty and Delay 1 met with in 
crofling the Nulla. They arc a Set of the moll obfiinate People I ever met with; for fuch of the 
Wounded as were not taken away, refufed Afllfiancc, which I offered them. Could I have poffible got 
acrofs Iboner, and the Horlcmcn had recovered from their Panic, there mull have been very great 
Carnage. 

It is impoffible to afeertain their Numbers j it was fuppofed they confided of Ten thoufand, or up- 
wards, Horfe and Foot but the irregular Manner in which they were drawn up, prcv«fnts my 
forming any Judgment. 

I his C'fcumftance of the Intelligence refpedting the Ford was unfortunate ; However, I have 
taken Care in providing fuch People as will inevitably prevent the like happening again. They 
were Natives of this Country and I am almoll certain it was done on Pprpofe, for the Hircarrah 
that carrier! me to the Gant I hafre not feen finpe. 

To deferibe to you the Situation of Colonel Hannay’s own Sepoys, and which called me to their 
Relief and Affillancc, I luppofe you will be acquainted with, either by himfelf, or from Mr. Mid- 
dleton i and as 1 have entered upon the relloring of this Country, and a Regiment will be neceflary, 
I beg the Favour I may not be reliever!, 

.. I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Camp near Goonda, J. Naylqr, 

Odlobcr 13th 1781. 


GENERAL 
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general orders ilTued by the Governor General at Benares, the 19th Oftober N* S'^Q, 

1781. ' 


The Governor General having received a minute Detail from Major Crabb, ot the Match' arid 
Occurrences of the Detachment lately under his Commandj in an Enterprize agai.nft Lutteel'{x>re, 
(which Detail has been hitherto delayed by the Indifpofltion of Major Crabb) repeats^ in a particular 
Manner, the general Thanks which he gave to the Detachment on the firll imperfcfl Account of their 
Succefs! 

It is with extreme Satisfaction that the Governor General obferves the Spirit and PerfCverancc 
with which the Troops furmounted the many and great ObjeCts which oppofed their March through 
the Mountains, and the Gallantry with which they attacked and defeated a ftrong Detachment of 
the Enemy, after a moft f^itiguing March. 

The Governor General entertains the higheft Senfe of the Zeal and Abilities with which Major 
Crabb has conduced an Expedition, attended with uncommon Difficulties, from Nullahs, Jungles, 
and other Impediments. 

The greateft Commehdatiofis are alfo dufc to the Officer* of the Dctachmenti for their able and 
aftive Affiftance in this arduous Expedition. 

The ftrorig Recommendations which Major Crabb has given of Lieutenant Fireworker BaiHic, 
fbr his dillinguilhfcd Attention and Aftivity in the Management of the Artillery under his Charge, 
afforus the Governor General the Plealure of a Second Occafion of acknowledging the Services of 
that Officer in the fame Campaign, and publilhing his Thanks for them. 


November 8th. * 3 ®* 

GENERAL ORDERS. 


The Stations of Futty Ghur and Daranagur, to be immediately and totally withdrawn, and the 
Troops from both to proceed immediately to Cawnpoor, where tlicy arc to remain under the Com- 
mand of Colonel Morgan until further Orders. 

The Detachment, commanded by Colonel Muir, to encamp at Etaya until further Orders, 

All Recruiting for the Corps beyond the Provinces, to be immediately fufpended. 

A Regiment of Sepoys from the Station of Cawnpore, to be ftafioned at Lucknow, under the Or- 
ders of the Kcfident, and releafed every Three Months. 

All Britifli Officers holding Commands, or employed in the Service of his Excellency the Nabob 
Vizier, are hereby recalled to their Duty in the Company’s Troops •. they are firft to repair with 
their Corps to Lucknow, where they arc to dilcharge all Arrears due to the \ n 
refpciftive Commands, and fettle their Accounts with the Paymaftcr General ot the V i^cr s Eltabiil 1- 
ment under Briiilh Officers, after which they are immediately to proceed to the nearelt Sratior iJ die 
Company’s Forces, and wait there until they receive the Orders ot the Commander in Chief relpe. mg 
their future Dcjtination in the Corns of the Army. 3 


The 



appendix, N’i, 


The'HonourabIc Warren Haaings, Governor General, 

N* 131. 

Honourable Sir, . . « , 

The Mutineer, ca™ » Term. «i.h the R.jah .he Da, before Yellerda, > ti,ey reee„e Four U.y. 

’"yefti'rd^ ^'iStier came from Cheit Sing 10 the Rajah, requeuing hi. Afflilance, on it. being 
read, thp Rajah c^preffed his Attachment to you. 

The Rajah is in good Health. ^ 


Naugpore, 
18th October 1781. 


(Signed) T. B. Thomas. 


The Papers that form this Appendix, are true Copies of the Originals ; or, where there are Tran- 
flauoiii inlerted ol Perfian Letters, but Copies of thofe Tranflations. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to i he Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


COPIES 
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COPIES OF AFFIDAVITS, &c. 


TSAAC EATON, Major of Infantry, in the Service of the United Company of Merchants N* r 
* of England trading to the Eaft Indies, maketh Oath and faith. That the annexed Papers 
refpeaivciy marked A, B, C, D, and E, are, as they purpott to be, Copies of Letters rcCpec- 
tivcly wrritten and received by this Deponent j and thit he* did believe, from the beft Information 
•which he had received at the Time of writing the Letters purporting to be written by him this 
Deponent, that the Subjeft Matter thereof was true, and ftill believes the fame to be true. And 
this Deponent further faith. That he hath at divers Times written feveral Perfian Letters to the 
Rajah Cheit Sing, containing Complaints of a like Nature j and that he hath not to this Hour 
been able to procure Redrefs from the faid flajah, of the Complaints contained in tlie annexed 
L.ettcrs, or in the faid Perfian Letters ; that the faid Rajah had at different Times inveigled the 
Sepoys under the Command of this Deponent to defert and enter into his Service j and that, 
from the general Conduft of the faid Rajah, and his People, this Deponent verily believes, that 
the faid Rajah was difaffeded to the Englilh Government, and wilhed the Subverlion of the 
fame : And further faith, that he hath commanded the Fort or Government of Buxar, on the 
Frontiers of the Company’s Poffeflions, and next adjoining to thofe of the Zemindary of the faid 
Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Space of Three Years and an Half, and, from his Office and Situation, 
had frequent Experience of the Difpofition of the faid Rajah, and of his People. 

Sworn this 9th Day of (Signed) Ifaac Eaton. 

December, in the Year 
1781, before me, 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Governor 
General and Council. 


A. 


To Thomas Graliam, Efq; Company’s Refident at Benares. 

Sir, , 

From the many contemptuous and difrefpeftful Letters and Meffages received in anfwer to 
the different Applications made by me to the Phoufdars, Aiimils, Zemindars, &c. of Cheit 
Sing’s Country, on various Subjefts, I find myfelf obliged to addrefs you in this public Manner, 
in Hopes of a Redrefs from your Reprefentation to the Rajah ; and in order to ffiew you their 
Difinclinatlon to aflift the Company, or oblige me, I ffiall here mention the Heads of two or 
three Circumftances as I have had Occafion to write to them upon. About Sixteen or Eighteen 
Months ago, a Boat with Two Twenty-four Pounders, belonging to the Honourable Company, 
going -to Chunar, was funk a little above Beerpoor, on the Ground belonging to the Village of 
Scerpoor ; In confequence, I applied to the Zemindar of Beerpoor to affift me in endeavouring to 
weigh the Boat, at the fame Time promifing a Reward to fuch People as he could let me have. 
Inftcad of complying with my Requeft, he returned me an infolcnt Anfwer, faying. He had 
feen many Fringicsi who was he ? meaning me; that he was Rajah Behadres’s Servant, not mine, 
and would therefore give me no Aflillance without his Orders. 

I then wrote to the Phoufdar of Imaumadabad ; who made a Shew of Afllftance, by fending 
Thirty or Forty Men. As they could be of little qr no Ufc, I collefted together, from Buxar and 
Budgepoor, as many as I poffibly could, with whom I went and examined the Spot, and found 
it imprafticable, from the Rapidity of the River, at that Time to weigh the Guns, had I been 
fupplied with the Number of People required. On my making known to the Board the Impof- 
fibility of their being got at, I was ordered to fix a Buoy to the Boat, and poll a Guard on the 
B.'mks neareft to the Place, in order to prevent its being cut away, in hopes the Courfe of the 
River might alter fufficiently this Seafon to admit of their being taken up. I gave the Corn- 
Sup. SsL. Com. Rep. II. L 1 matitl 
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N'^i. mand of the Guard to a Naick, who fonnerlj’- rcfided at the Village of Scerpoor, a& I thought 
him the likclicft Perfon to get the AfTiftance of the Country People, when I might want them. The 
Naick Came to me about a Month or Six Weeks ago, and informed me the Buoy and Maft were 
cut away in the Night, by fonie of the Muttaks cither of Scerpoor, Beerpoor, or Barrow ; that if 
I would permit him to go and refide amongft ihofe People for a Week or Fortnight, he would 
find out who cut it away, as he had Rcafon to fufpeft the Zemindars, having previoufly heard 
that fuch a Thing was in Agitation. I permitted him to go ; and in Ten Days he returned, and 
informed me, Two Muttaks belonging to one of the Villages told him, they knew the People, 
but it was as much as their own and their Families Lives were worth to divulge it, as the Ze- 
mindars had threatened the Life of any Perfon who fliould inform the Fringhies, adding, « the 
“ Guns would be ufeful to themfelvcs, as the Englilh would not poflefs the Country long.” j 
wrote to the Phoufdars Butch Sing Tauckaury and Mcer AulTin of Imaundabad Pergunnah, of 
Scringy Pergunnah, to deliver up the Mhuttahs of the different Villages, at leaft thofe who had 
cut away the Buoy. In confequcnce f obtained an Order on the Zemindars and Cutwalls for 
their being delivered up ; but the Cutwall of Imaumadabad refufed, faying. He did not know 
me; that if I wanted them, or any Thing clfc, I Ihould fight him for it before I fhould have itj 
at the fame time collccfling a Mob, he drew his Sword, and made a Cut at one of my People, 
wliich he defended with his Firelock, or would inoft probably been killed. Upon this being 
reported to me, I fent a Party of Sepoys, with Orders not to make any Difturbance, but if any 
Rcfiftancc was made, to bring the Cutwall a Prifoner to me. Before the Sepoys could get there, 
the Mhuttahs were fent, but thofe which gave the Information to the Naick, and which were the 
People I wanted, were not among the Number; upon my enquiring where they were, I was 
told that one was dead, and the other gone to Calcutta. 

The Praftice of drawing their Swords upon my People is very frequent. Whenever I have Oc- 
cafion to fend them into the Country, either for Provifions or Bamboos, Straw, or any other Ar- 
ticle I may want for my Garrifon or the Troops under my Command, although I write to them 
in the moft polite and civil Manner for the fmalleft Article, and never fuffer any Perfon under 
me to take the Value of a Straw without paying for it ; notwithftanding which, they will not 
fupply me with any thing by Confent, but, on the contrary, abufe my People in the moft grofs 
Manner; and frequently, when the Gentlemen belonging to this Station have fent their Servants 
to purclufe Things, they have been beat in the moft cruel Manner. 

The Zemindars of Narrdimpore, Beerpore, and Choufah, make a common Praftice of ftopping 
Boats, although they have regular Rowannahs and PalTports from Government. On my fending 
to know the Reafons for their detaining them, they make ufe of the moft difrefpedful Invec- 
tives againll the Company and me ; particularly the Zemindar of Narrainpoor, who not long ago 
confined one of the Chowdrics of Buxar Bazars for Nineteen Days in Irons ; and made him pay 
for another Man Fifty-three Rupees. Upon my writing him on the Subjeft, to know why he 
confined him ? he drew his Sword on the Sepoy I fent, and returned by him a verbal Anfwcr, that 
if the Chowdry came on his Side the River, he would cut his Nofe and Ears off, and make him 
pay as much more. 

Indeed, from the many Inftances I have experienced of the Infolence of the fcvcral Zemindars, 
and the many Complaints I have made to their different Phoufdars of them, I have every Rca- 
fon to believe they arc encouraged by them. I lhall therefore confidcr myfelf obliged by your 
procuring for me from the Rajah, an Order for fuch Articles as I may have Occafion for, on my 
paying the cuftomary Price, as by that Means it will prevent any further Trouble. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Buxar, Sir, 

•23d May 1779. Your very obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Ifaac Eaton. 

A true Copy of the Tranfeript enclofcd in the foregoing Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


B. 

To Francis Fowke, Efquire, Company’s Refident, BenareSi 

Sir, 

On the 27 th Auguft I did myfelf the Pleafurc of addrefling you on a Subjeft, which I conceived 
of (Teat Moment to the Company, or at lead to me, as it llruck at their Authority as well as 
I mine f 
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mine ; but it not being taken Notice of by you, I (hould fiippofc it had not come to Hand, and Jsj® t 
therefore I cnclofc a Copy, and beg you will on Receipt hereof intercll yourfelf with the Rajah, * 
to give me ample Satisfaftion for foch Behaviour, otherwife, in Support of my own Conlequencc, 

I lhall be obliged to apply to the Board for Redrefs, or for Leave to do myfclf Juftice ; for at 
prefent the Inhabitants of this Country arc in fuch a rebellious State, that within a Mile of me 
they refufe to fell the fmalleli Article wanting cither for myfelf or for the Troops under my 
Command, notwithftanding I addrefs them in the moft polite Manner, by Letter, for the moft 
trifling Thing. It’s but Yeftcrday the Jemaultdar of Narrainpoor treated me with the g reate t 
Contempt, by throwing a Letter I fent him on the Ground, and treading on ir. The Contents 
were to requeft he would fend Two or Three Dukaundars with Grain, &c. &c. for the Ufe of 
Captain Crawford’s Detachment. The Jemaultdar at the fame Time ma<le ufe of the grollcft 
Abufc againft me and the People I fent, telling them “ he could raife Four hundred Men j tliat 
if the Fringics wanted any thing, they Ihould tight for it.” This Kind of Conduft, if not 
foon put an End to, will be produdivc of Bloodihed ; for it is impoflible in my Situation, let 
what will be the Confequcncc, to fuffer it, or the People under my Command will be fpit at as 
they pafs through the Country, and myfelf infulted at my Fort Gates. Your fpeedy Reply will 
much oblige. 

Sir, 

Buxar, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

jd November 1780. (Signed) Ifaac Eaton, Captain commanding. 

A true Copy of the Tranfeript cnclofed in the foregoing Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the FlonoUrilblc 
Governor General and Council. 


c. 

To Captain J. Eaton* commanding the Fort at Buxar. 

Sir, 

I have but this Moment received your Favour of the jd. I am afli.lmed to fay, thrt the 
Original of the Copy which you inclofed, camC to Hand in due Time. All 1 can fay in Fxcufo 
for my Inattention, is a bilious Fever, from which I am now only recovering, and which, during 
its Continuance, totally incapacitated me for any Kind of Bufinefs. 

I will immediately apply to the Rajah, in the Manner you define, and reprefent to him the Pro- 
priety of punilhing and repreffing the Infolence of his Servants, and the Ncceffity of their affifting 
the Commander in obtaining Supplies for his Garrifon : However, I think I can venture to pre- 
did, that a Recrimination is all the Redrefs I lhall be able to procure j and 1 am convinced tliat 
the Interference of the Supreme Council is become abfolutcly nccelTary to put a Stop to thefe 
Enormities. The Moment I receive the Rajah’s Anfwer, I will give you the Subftance 
of it. 

The inclofed will inform you of tvbat has already paffed on this Subjeft. 

As I have heard nothing from the Board upon this Subjeft, I conclude that my Letter has 
been pafled over, amidft the Multiplicity of Bvilinefs in which the General muft have found him- 
fclf involved, on his Arrival at the Prcfidcncy. I remain* 

Sir, 

Benares, Your rhoft obedient humble Servant, 

the 8th November 1780. (Signed) F. Fowke, 

Relidcnt. 

A true Copy of the Tranfeript inclofed in the foregoing Affidavit. 

‘ (Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


6 . 

^ To Francis Fovfrkc, Efquirc. 

Sir, 

I have received your diffetent Favours, and have feen the Purwaniiah, which I am afraid will 
have little or no Effcdt, as the whole Country feems to be in » State of Ferment. So late ago as 

the 
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the 14th Inftaiic, Three Gentlemeh> who wert proceeding to join the Afrt/f 
Jemaultdar of Beerpoore, who not only beat and briiifcd their' Scrraitts, ahd ^tTWJrtljr rotJ^a ' 
them, but cut one of the Gentlemen with a Tulwar acrols the Fcnehead, and othei' Pgrtif the 
Body, in fo dangerous a Manner, that he was fent off froni Buxar Yefterday Momto, toHavetfke 
Afl|ftance of the Medical Gentlemen at Patna ; but as there is every Appcatandc or a R“a^re,I! 
am much afraid he will not recover. The other Two Genttemen, after this^ Ihockiiig Accident 
returned here, and propofe remaining with me till th^ hear or Mr* B'aflbt C*hie Qentl'e^jt 
wounded) whether he recovers. • ^ r 

Both the Gentlemen fay, the Stroke was made by the Jamaultdar him(ilf j Upon which I jffl'. 
mediately difpatched a Serjeant and Thirty Sepoys, who are juft noW rieturned, ha^tfg brought 
along with them a Parcel of Black Fellows from Beerpoorj but as I have not as yet Sad Tiwe 
to enquire into the Particulars, I am uncertain whether the Scrutiny will be attended with the 
defired Succefs : I am however rcfolved to keep the People F already have in Coftfiflemeht, 
Prlfoncrs, until I am able to get to the Bottom of this infamous Affair. I tcqueft you’ WUF in- 
form the Rajah of my Relblution, that he may take the proper Steprf'tO have it cleared' lip j as 
this is not the only Inftance of the daring and rebellious Spirit of tftp* Natives wi’ Ghevr Siilg's 
Diftridls.' The inclofed will Ihew you a new Species of Fraud and Extortion, committed by'Myup 
Sing, the Paranporah Jemaultdar, who takes upon himfclf the Colleftion of Duties on Boats 
paffing his Station. The Serang from whom he fqueczed Money, has given me the inclofcd Ac- 
count of the Matter, drawn up by himfelf, and to which I refer you } and am, ' ' 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humblle Stpltent, 

Buxar, (Signed) Ifaac Eaton, 

the 17 th November 1780. Captain Commanding. 

A true Copy of the Tranfeript inclofed in the foregoing Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


£- 


To the, Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, See. See. 

Gentlemen, 

As I have ever confidered it as an eflcntial Duty incumbent on me,, ai commandiim • at this 
Station, to give every Information in my Power, rdjJefting the proper and rcgulae Imswrtr of 
diftributing Juftice, and preventing oppreffive Ada and. Irregularities, to theHon«urabkt*^%rdi 
I have embraced this Opportunity of communicating a Piece of Intelligence, which, from the fla- 
grant Circumftances and daring Spirit of the Natives in thii Parc of the World*, requite* the moft 
ierious Attention of the Honourable Board. 

So very lately as the 14th of the current Moiith^ Thre^'DMtlemen, viz.'Enfigfis Irvine 
Horne, and Ballet, being on their Way to join'the Arrtfy, WtrrJtopped by.ttafe 'Freebooters «1 
Bcerpoor, a Village diftant from Buxar only Three Cofs. The Jemautdaor, at the Head of a 
numerous Gang, endeavoured, and was v6ry affiduous in picking a Quarrel wirfi,^f)Gentlemen’s 
Servants, Two or Three of whom they cut down with Tulwars, and alterwsrds robbed a Baggage 
Boat. Not yet faiisfied with fuch cruel and barbarous Treatment, the Jcma'utdar (as Two 0? tlie 
Gentlemen Inform me) made a Stroke at Mr. Baflec with aT^lwarpapd pit hioa fo defperately acrofs 
the Forehead and other Parts of the Body, that he was brought IbaCk to Buxar, and immediately 
fent away to Patna to have the Aftiftance of the Medical Gentlemen at that Station, though with 
very little Hopes of Recoveiy. The other Gentlemen are at prefent with mg waiting the Iflue. 
Immediately on receiving the above (hocking Account, I difpatched a Serjeant and Thirty Sepoys in 
Queft of the Offenders; and Yefterday the Detachment returned, and brought a Number of 
People Prifoners along with them, which I will lofe no Time in examining, and taking every 
other Step neceffary to get to the Bottom of fo daring an Infult. So fooh as I am able to 
inveftigate the Matter thoroughly, I will take the earlieft Opportunity of addreiltng the 
Honourable Board with the Remit of my Enquiry. 

As this is not the only Inftance of the daring and infoleot, I may almoft fay, rebellious Spirit 
of the Natives in almoft every DiftriCk of Chcit Sing’s CoUittty, I have officially made repeated 
Applications to Mr. Fowke, the Refident at Benares, to reprefent theft Grievances to, the Rajah* 
but hitherto without Efiefk. 

5 . ■ " General 
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General Cootc likewifc addrefled Mr. Fowkc, in confequence of my Complaint, a Copy • 

of which I fend inclofedj alfo Mr. Fowke’s AnlWer to the General. Some fhort Time after- ** 

wards, I had a Second Infult; a Copy of which I likewife indole you, with his Reply. 

Since writing the above, I have luft had a Third Complaint preferred to me againft thefe 
People, by a Serang that was ftopped by Mynfo Sing, the Paranpara Jemaultdar, who threatened 
to murder him, if he did not immediately pay too Rupees Duty on a Boat belonging to Major 
Duff, which he at that Time had Charge of, and was conducting to the Prefidency. The 
Account, as wrote by the Serang himfelf, and delivered by him to me, I have inclofcd for your 
pcrufal. 

All thefe Circumftances, properly confidered, will evidently Ihew the great Necefllty there is of 
fpeedily falling upon fome Means to put a Stop to fuch outrageous ConduCt, as at prefent there 
is no Safety for the Traveller, cither by Land or Water. 

I have the Honour to remain, &c. 

A true Copy of the Tranfeript inclofed in the foregoing Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


' iff. A. 

William Palmer, Major in the Service of the Honourable Eaft India Company in N* 2 * 
Bengal, maketh Oath, and faith. That about the End of the Month of June laft, the 
Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, difeourfing with this De- 
ponent on the Subject of his intended Journey to Benares and Lucknow, declared one of the 
principal ObjeCts of it to be to exaCt from Rajah Cheit Sing a Fine or Contribution of Fifty 
Lacks of Rupees, as a Punifhment for Breach of Engagements with the Government of Bengal, 
and for Acts of MifeonduCt in his Zemindary. The Governor' General further declared to this 
Deponent, That he knew the Ability of the Rajah to contribute fuch a Sum to the Exigencies 
of Government, and that the Governor General was determined to convert the Faults committed 
by the Rajah into a public Benefit. The Governor General further declared to this Deponent, 
in the fame Converfation, That an Offer from the Rajah, but not direftly, had been made to him of 
Twenty Lacks of Rupees for the public Service, as a Retribution for his Failure of Engagements i 
but that he the Governor General was refolved to infill upon the firft-mentioned Sum of Fifty 
Lacks of Rupees ; and if the Rajah Ihould abfolutely refufe the Demand, that he the Governor 
General would deprive him of his Zemindary, or transfer the Sovereignty thereof to the Nabob 
Vizier. 

Sworn before me this 4th Day (Signed) W" Palmer, 

of December 1781. 

(Signed) E. Impey. 


A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


2d. B. 


Honourable Sir, 

In Obedience to your Commands, conveyed to me through Major Palmer, I lhall endeavour to 
repeat, as well as I can remember, the Purport of what you were plcafed to inform me before 
your Departure from Calcutta, of your Intentions regarding ,Cheit Sing ■, but as fo long an In- 
terval has fince clapfed, my RecolleClion, which has never wen ftrengthened by a Communica- 
tion, muff neceffarily be fomewhat imperfefl. 

Sup. SiL. Com. Rep. II. 


M m 


After 
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2. AfreV enumerating fome of the RefoUrces, tvhich you cxpefted to find up the Country for the 
Relief of the Company’s E^xigcncics, you mentioned tome the Condilft of Cheit Sing, You 
obferved, that he owed his Elevation to the Company ; that he was allowed to enjoy a very -con- 
fidcrablc Income, the Revenue exafted from him being much inferior to the Produce ofhis Dif. 
tri£t; and that his Territories were maintained and defended by the Englilh Atmy: That. on 
thefe Confiderations, it had been equitable that he Ihould contribute on an Emergency to the 
Support of Wars carried on by that Government under which he held his Zemindary, and to 
which he was indebted for its Proteftion. Accordingly you mentioned, that a Sum had been 
demanded from him j thatj after fome Difficulties, he had agreed to pay it at a certain 
Period i that, trufting to his Promife, you had made An Affignment on him for rite Ufc of' Colo- 
nel Camac’s Detachment j and that Colonel Camac, relying on his Punftuality, had returned a 
Bill for a lefs Sum, which had been fent to him by Mr. Middleton ; but that the Confidence had 
nearly proved fatal to the Detachment, and actually did prove the Caufe of retarding the Expe- 
dition : That Cheit Sing, in fpite of all the Reprefentations which were made to him, delayed fo 
long the promifed Payment, that the Officers of the Detachment were reduced to the Neceffity 
of felling tl'.cir Plate : That you were therefore determined to call him to an Account, and oblige 
him to make an Atonement fot his Condud in this Inftance, and the Want of Attachment he had 
in general Ihewn to our Government, by paying a confiderable Sum of Money to the Relief of 
the Company’s Exigencies ; that if he confented, you were defifous of eftablilhing his Poffeflion 
on the moft permanent and eligible Footing ; but if he refufed, you had it in your Power to raife 
a large Sum for the Company, by accepting of an Offer which had been made for his Diftrid by 
the Vizier. You minuted the Particulars of Cheit Sing’s Condud in an Account which you 
drew up in Calcutta, of the State of the different Powers of Hindoftan ; though I do not believe 
that in that Paper you expreffed the Intentions you had formed ; and I remember you told me, 
that you had communicated to Mr. Wheler your Intentions regarding Cheit Sing •, and 1 believe, 
though I cannot pofitively recoiled, you faid he had concurred in them. 


I am, with the greateft Refped, 

Mahdajcc Scindia’s Camp, near Dutteah, 

14th January 1782. 


Sic. 

(Signed) 


D. Anderfon. 


2, Captain William Davy, private Perfian Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haf- 
ftings, Efqj Governor General of Bengal, &c. maketh Oath, and faith, That he under- 
Hands the Perfian Language, and that the Englifh Papers marked i a, 2 a, 3 a, 4 a, 53, 6 a, 7 a, 
8 a, 9 a, 10 a, 1 1 a, 12 a, 13 a, 14 a, 15 a, 16 a, 17 a, 18 a, and 19 a, hereunto annexed, arc 
refpedively true and faithful Tranflates of the feveral Perfian Papers marked, i a, 2 a, 3 a, 4 a, 
5 a, 6 a, 7 a, 8 a, 9 a, 10 a, iia, 12 a, 13 a, 14 a, 15 a, 16 a, 17 a, 18 a, and 19 a, likewife 
hereunto annexed, according to the beft of this Deponent’s Skill and Belief. 

(Signed) W“ Davy. 

Sworn before me this 12th Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N* i a. 

TRANSLATION of the Declaration of Hyder Beg Khaun, attefted before Chief 
Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th 1781. 

When I arrived at the Surrai of Seaumi, the Governor General, Mr. Haftings, was in the Fort 
of Chunar. I was detained at the Surrai by the Swelling of the River Burnau. 

The Vakeel of the Raja Cheit Sing came to me, and delivered thus the Meffage of the faid 
Rajah. — ” I [Cheit Sing] have not been in any Manner deficient in my Obedience to the Gen- 
tlemen of high Rank [the Englilh] — The Governor General arrived at Benares. — At the Inftiga- 
tion of Onfaun Sing, Mr. Markham brought two Companies, and put me in Arreft. 

About Twelve o’Clock my People, ftrctching forth their Hands, brought me out from thence— 
For the Safety of my Life I came to Raumnuggur, and from thence to Luttcefpour.— After that, 
« a Force 
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a Fbrcc came from Chunarghur to Raumnuggur.— Onfaun Sing^wantcd to fcize^updn Raumniig- 
aur: My People ftood upon their Defence i an Engagement followed, and the Troops of the 

Governor General were cut oft'. I inn now determined not to pafs by aught which may be in my 
• Power to execute. Do you (i. e. this Deponent) write thus to the Viiier of the Empire, That 
if Support is given to me, 1 will colledl together an Hundred thoufand Men, I will go even to CaU 
cutta, and Twill totally annihilate the Englifli Government/' I replied to the Vakeel, that this 
Conduct, and thefe Declarations, would be productive of Evil to the Rajah. — When the Com- 
panies came to coiifine the Raja, he fhould have went that Moment to the Governor General.-- 
People fay that he hefuated wliether he fliould, or not, attend the Governor. If the Governor Ge- 
neral had any ill Intentions toward him, he would have called the Company’s Forces, who were 
ftationed in different Parts — To what Purpofe was it to come alone to Benares ? Or he would 
have feized him upon the Road. Such Intentions on the Part of the Governor, from this Retro- 
fpeftion, arc not to be conceived. If a Mafter and a Ruler exerts his Authority, ftill there is no 
Caul'e for Fear and Apprehenfion* On thefe Subjeds, with which you arc unacquainted, I will 
communicate Circumftances as they arc. His Highnefs is, in his Life and in his Imrtunc, 
joined and. united with the Company, and the F^nglilh Gentlemen. The Whole of his Dominions 
is from them (or is theirs) nor docs he wifli that there fliould be any Diftindion between his aild 
theirs. Such Regard more efpecially does he pay to the firm and perfed F'riendftiip which al- 
ways fubfiftcd between the Governor General and his Highnefs^ the late Nurvaub, that he never 
will be led to deviate, even the Point of a Hair, from the Sentiments and Wiflics of the Gover- 
nor. Asfoon as his Highnefs hears thefe Things, he will inarch immediately with his Forces to 
meet Mr^ Haftings. , Notwithflanding the Governor General has repeatedly wrote to the Vizier 
to forbid him^ yet -his Higlmcfs will now come on his own Determination. The Englifli Forces 
too are nearatHand, they will fpeedily arrive, and the Punifliment will be fevere. It is not well 
for the Rajai he will be torn up by the very Roots. 

To threaten alfo that which is out of his Power to execute, is improper, the Rank of the Raja, is 
nothing more than that of a Zemindar j no one will pay Regard to Attempts, and a frnall Force 
will be fufiicient to chaftife him. Far better will it be for him to lay alide fuch Thoughts as tlicfe, 
to implore Pardon of the Governor General, to give up his Forts, and to fend back to him the 
Boats and the Whole of the Baggage 5 or rather, it would be better that he hinifclf fliould go alone, 
and with his Hands bound, into the Prefence of the Governor. Again he brought this Mcf- 
fage from the Raja: I can no longer rely with Safety on the Englilh. If you fay thus, do you 
interpofcj obtain Pardon for my Faults, and take upon yourfclf to fettle the Siibfidy.” I faid ia 
Reply, YourCrimes have been too great i you have attacked theTroops of the Company. I can- 
non prefume to take upon myfelf to fettle your Affairs, and to obtain Pardon for your Crimes. If 
you have aftually refolved on a Change of Conduft, return the Boats and the Baggage, give lip 
Raumnuggur, Lutteefghur and Patetah. Supported by fuch Proofs, I will once endeavour to 
obtain a Pardon for you ; to grant or to refufe will reft with the Governor General.” The Perfon 
who brought the MeflTagc faid in Anfwer, ‘‘ The Intentions of the Rajah are to feize upon 
the Fort Chunar, and to extend his Government as far as Calcutta, and you tell him to deliver up 
Raumnuggur, Luteefghur and Patetah.” I faid, ** Then the Raja, it appears, afpires to the Em- 
pire, yet his Rank is only that of a Zemindar : thefe Attempts will draw down Deftruftion upon 
IiiiTii he will be extirpated in a Moment.” After this Converfation, he promifed to return the 
Boats, but he never performed his Promife. An Animofity to all the Englifli, plainly and evi- 
dently appeared from the Language of the Raja’s Vakeel i he repeatedly faid, that he would go 
even to Calcutta, and that he would expel the Englifli, nor would he be deficient in aught which 
he had the Power to execute. When he found that he had nothing to hope from my Interpoli- 
tion, he began to ad: hoftilely towards me alfo. He denied me Boats to crofs the Burnau, and he 
direded the Tribe ofGurkbunfi to attack me in the Night. During the few Days that I con- 
tinued there, we were obliged to keep ourfclves ready for Adion, and be upon our guard Day 
and Night. In the Neighbourhood of Joanpore, the People of the Raja wounded feveral of the 
Stragglers belonging to the Cavalry in his Highnefs’s Service, who were coming to join me, and 
carried off fome Horfes. And the People ftationed at Azum Ghur, who came in to me, fet forth, 
That Hadir Shaah, the Son of Azum Shaah, Zemindar of Azum Ghur, which was formerly 
under the Government of Cheit Sing, had, by Diredions from the Raja, gone to Azum Ghur and 
raifed Difturbances. And' the Vakeel of Cheit Sing, in the Courfe of his Converfation, faid, that 
the Raja had fent Forces towards the Currumnauffa, and even to the Walls of Patna; and*tliat 
Letters were gone to the King, toNyjuf Khaun, and to Sindcah. Zaulim Sing, formerly expelled 
from Amordah, was at Buddlopour in the Government of Cheit Sing ; He alfo went to Amoo- 
deh, in the Territories of the Nurraub, and raifed Difturbances. It appears that the People of 
Budlapour accompanied Zaulim Sing. Such were the Reports communicated to me by the People 
of that Place. Finding it impradicablc to crofs the Burnau, where 1 was, without Boats, I 
tuarched from thence, and crofllng higher up, where the River was fordable, 1 proceeded to join 
the Governor General, This Account of what I heard, an^ of what I faw, I have truly and 
faithfully related. 



There 
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N® 3 * There may be a Difference between the Idioms of the Hindoftan and Perfian Languages, but 
there is none in the Senfe. I fwearby the Almighty, that I have truly wrote, without Diminution 
or Addition, all that I heard and all that I faw, and nothing but the Truth. 

(Signed) Hyder Beg. 


That which is here written is true. — Sealed with his Sea). 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N° 2 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of the Moonfhee Gore Perffiaud. — The Deponent 
fworn before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, December 2d 1781. 

Without the Means of Efcape, I was obliged to put on the Habit of a Fakeer, and with 
my Brother take Shelter in the Flindoo Temple Arnpoornaw, where I continued undifeovered 
for Eight Days. At length a Fakeer, for the Sake of the Reward, went to Girdhauri L,aul, 
the Brother of Diaraum, Ameen of Benares, and faid, that for a Recompence he would feize 
and deliver me up. Tlie faid Girdhauri Laul gave Five Rupees to the Fakeer, and lent Five- 
and-twenty Peadahs along with him, who took me from the Temple, and confined me for 
Twenty-two Days in the Ameen’s Kutcharee. My Pen is unable to deferibe the Ignominy, 
and the Severities which they inflifted upon me. After that, I was confined for Four Days at 
Ramnagur, and at length, on the 27th of Rammuzaun, in the Twenty-third Year of the 
Reign, "l was tied Hand and Foot and thrown upon a Dooli, and fent away from Ramnagur to 
Luttcefpour. On the Road, near to the lloufe of the Chowdri Sewan, I faw a Number of 
Ladders made of Wood and Bamboo (about Forty or Fifty) lying on the Ground. I enquired 
of the Peadahs who guarded me, what thofe Ladders were intended for ? they replied, That 
they had been intended for the Garden of Mhadoodaus, but it was ordained, that the Finglilh 
Gentlemen fliould live : They made their Efcape, otherwife Bauboo Sogaun Sing would not have 
left one of them alive. Having heard this Reply, I remained filent. 

(Signed) Moonfliee Gore Purfliaud. 

A true Copy of the original Tranllation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N\3 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of Hurry Raum Pundit.’— The Deponent fworn be- 
fore Chief Juftice Sir Eilijah Impey, December 2d 1781. 

The Rajah Cheic Sing, having reflefted on his Conduft, determined with his confidential 
People, that it was necelTary he himfelf Ihould go to meet Mr. Haftings, but that he Ihould go 
from the Place where he was, with fucli a Force, and with fuch Preparations, as would enable him 
to aft botli by Land and by Water, and imprefs the abovementioned Gentleman with an Idea of his 
fuperior Strength*; for that Mr. Haftings had with him a fmall Number of Troops, and if he 
Ihould have entertained any ill Intentions towards him, on obferving the Number and Force ot 
his Followers, he would be letl to retleft, that nothing could be eftefted, and confequently be 
deterred from making the Attempt ; therefore he gave Information and particular Direftions to 
all his Soldiers and Attendants, that he w.as going to meet Mr. Haftings, and that they Ihould 
hold themfelves in Readinefs to proceed: That he fliould go by Water, for which Purpofe, a 
Fleet of Boats was prepared ; for the before-mentioned Gentleman (the Governor General) would 
come by Water, and confequently his Meet of Boats would come with him; therefore it was 
neceflary, that he (the Raja) fliould have a Fleet of Boats alfo, that his People might always be 
near at Hand : 'That a Body of Cavalry moreover fliould proceed by Land, and Tents be 
piti hed at Two Places between Raumnagur and Buxar, for at all Events he mull meet the 
Governor General. Accordingly, on the 16th of Shaabaun, the Raja let out from Raumnagur, by 
Water, to meet Mr. Haftings. The Jummadars and Huzzauries, Jaafir Khawn, Dillale Khawn, 
Juttao Khawn, Zubburduft Khawn, Luttao, the Son of Cauna Mull, Raumbukoh, Baulkifliun^ 

10 
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&c. altogether near Five hundred Horfe ; alfo Jummadars of Foot, with Matchlock Men, &c. 
near Two thoufand, proceeded along the Southern Bank of the Ganges. And by Water, the 
Raja was attended by a Fleet of Boats, in Number about a hundred and Forty, in which werc 
embarked Suddau Nund, Buklhi, Golaum Hoffein Taie, Mirza Fize, Ullah Beg Bauboo, 
Dirjbeji Sing, Moneaur Sing, Purtaub Sing, Daond Bahadur Sing, Ahlaud Miflur, Meet Huffun 
yVlli, &c, Shick Mahummud Ameen, Commandant of the Sepoy Battalions, Dahec Sing, Ma- 
hummud Moraud, Dhun Sing, and Hukkoomut Sing, Subadars, with Two Companies of 
Sepoys, Huzzoori Peadahs, and Matchlocks, in all about 2,000 Men. Godur Mull and Bullum 
Daus, who were ftationed at Gauzipour, joined by Orders from the Raja, who afterwards ar- 
rived at Buxar, and had an Interview with Mr. Haftings. 

Written by Hurri Raum Pundit. 


N»3. 


A true Copy of the original Trandation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and CounciL 


N" 4 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of jeween Raunn> Monlhee in the Service of the 

late Lieutenant Stalker. — The Deponent fworiv before Chief Jufticc Sir Elijah Impey, De- 
cember ad 1781. 

After the Arrival of Mr. Markham at Sewalli, 1 went in and paid my Refpedls to my Mafter ; 
who alked me, if I knew whether Mr. Markham would come there or not? I replied, It was 
reported fo, but that it depended on his Inclinations. Mr. Stalker then told me, I might go^ 
but afterwards ordered me to ftay. I continued there, and faw Bauboo’* Dirjbcja Sing fitting 
with the Rajah in the center Apartment, and Suddaunimd Bukhfhee and others whifpering to the 
Raja. Shortly after, News was brought to the Three Gentlemen fitting in the adjoining Room, 
that there were Difputes without. Mr. Stalker went without the Jauli (or Firft Wall) and alked 
the Subadar, Bifhun Sing, why he had ordered the Bayonets to be fixed ? The Subadar replied, 
That Numbers of the Rajah’s armed Servants had come in, and that they paid no Regard to the 
Company’s Orders. After which, Mr. Stalker advanced further out, and aficed of the younger 
Mouluvvi and me, who amongft thofe People was the Chief? I anfwcrcd Bauboo Muncar 
Sing. Mr. Stalker fent for Munneair Sing, and ftrongly injoined him to appeafe his People, 
and enquire, why they attempted to difpute and fight with his Sepoys. Munneaur Sing replied, 
What Power have they, that any one of them fiiould prefume to fight? We Two, Eaiher and 
Son, are defirous to go to the Rajah. Mr. Stalker anfwered, Very well, but you muft ftay here 
between your People and mine, that they may not come to Blows. After that, a Letter arrived 
from the Governor to the Rajah, which, Mr. Stalker, having quieted and foothed the Peo|)le, 
prefented to him : The Rajah then got up, and went out of the Barradurri to the adjacent 
Baftion, to perform his Devotions. 

At this Time Information was brought to Mr. Stalker, that the Rajah’s People oppofed and 
refufed Admittance to another Company of Sepoys who had brought Provifions, a Table, &c. 
for the Gentlemen. Mr. Stalker again went out, and calling to Suddaunund Bukhfiiec, alked 
the Caufe of this Oppofition ; and told him to fend Direftions (to the Rajah’s People.) Suddanund 
faid. He would go himfelf. Mr. Stalker replied, ^‘No, fend One of your Servants.” While 
the Man was going out to filcncc the People, Mr. Stalker returned within the Jauli, Dirjbcja 
Sing was gone from thence no one knew whither. Chatc Raum, Mr. Markham’s Chobdar, in- 
formed Mr. Stalker, that he had a Meflage to deliver to the Rajah from the Governor General. 
Mr. Stalker faid, ‘‘Deliver it.” He, theChobedar, faid, “At the Place where the Rajah was at his 
Devotions, the Governor fays your People want to quarrel and fight ; it will be better if 
you forbid them, for every Sepoy is as an European, and every European is as a (or the) Com- 
pany; if a Drop of their Blood is flied, you fhall be plundered and deftroyed.” At this Period, 
there was a Report of Guns at the Gate of Sewauli ; the Aftion was commenced. At this Time, 
Mr. Stalker and Chate Raum went toward the Rajah. Moneaur Sing and others cut down 
Chate Raum, pulled Mr. Stalker back, and pulhing him on one Side, began the Slaughter. The 
Rajah efcaped through a Window by a Rope made of Turbans, got into a Boat, arui went of; 
Eis People, by the fame Means, drew up Swords and Shields as a Bucket is clr.uvn up from a 
Well, and began to engage. I ftood near the Jauli behind my Mafter ; when my Maftcr was 
killed, I fled toward the Place where the Rajah’s Victuals was drefled. I continued there a fiiort 
Time, and faw the Rajah’s People jump from the Walls and the Trees v/itii their Shields and 
Swords, and advance. After this, I aflumed the Charadcr of one of Cheit Sing’s Servants, fled 
with his People, and came to the Prcfcncc. The Gentlemen after rlfis went to Cliunar, and I 
fhould have arrived the next Day, but I was plundered on the Road and confined ; Diarain 
took away from my Hoiifc TwoTaghun Horfes, and placed his Seal and a Guard upon the Door. 
After the Flight of the Rajah, the Zemindar of the before-mentioned fet me at Liberty. With- 
Svp. Sel. Com. Rep. IL ^ 
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vTd n out a Mafter, every Way difconfolate, to whom can I communicate my Dtftrefs ? I now hope 

^ Favour and Support from the Almighty, and from you. ^ _ 

(Signed) Jewan Raum. , 

A truejCopy of the original Tranflation, 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


N” 5 a. 

'TWANSI ATION of the Depofition of Bifhun Sing.— The Deponent fworn before Chief 

Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, December ad 1781. 

I had Two Locks of Mulkets fixed on my Ears. Bauboo Soujaun Sing fent for me by Rauin 
Kilhun Hircarrah to come into his Prefence.— He faid, Deliver up the Trunks of Gold Mo^ 
« hurs which the Governor delivered oyer to your Care when he went to Chunar.” I fet forth, 
That I did not know any thing about Inch Trunks. He then gave Orders to the Sepoys to 
prefs the l.ocks hard [fiiy ing] that without Severity I would not be prevailed upon to give them up j 

and then the Blood run from both my Ears. 

Written by Befhun Sing. 

4th of the Month Rummuzzaun, Year aj. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N‘ 6 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of the Moonflice Putnimul. — The Deponent fworn 
before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, ad December 1781. 

TIic Depofition of Putnimul Moonfliee. On the laft Day of the Month of Rammuzzaur, in the 
Year of the Reign Twenty-three, the Gentlemen went to Chunar. I was unable to accompany 
them for want of a Conveyance ; without Remedy, I remained undifeovered in the Houfe of one 
of the Inhabitants for Eight Days. The Amcen Diaram daily caufed a Proclamation, to this Pur- 
port, to be made through the City ; “ In the Houfe of vvhomfoever a Perfon belonging to the 
Englifti Gentlemen may be fecrcted, let the Owner bring him to the Ameen’s Kutcharri and de- 
liver him up; otherwife, [upon Proof] in the Houfe of whomfoever a Perfon belonging to the 
Englifli fliall be found, the Owner thereof lhall be [confidered] as a Criminal to the Govern- 
ment of the Raja, his Houfe and Property fliall be deftroyed, and his Belly fliall be ript open.’' 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable the 
Governor General and Council. 

N* 7 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of the Moonfliee Gore Periliaud.— The Deponent 
fworn before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, ad December 1781. 

When the Gentlemen marched for Chunar I was not informed of it. I knew it about Four 
Ghurrics after. In 'Terror for my Life, I fecreted myfelf in the Houfe of Bauboo Duflau Raum i 
I Continued undifeovered for One Day ■, the next Day the faid Bauboo DuflTau Raum faid to me, 
•• 'To-day there has been a Proclamation through the City to this Purport, ‘ Whoever has fecrcted 
a Follower of the Pnglifli in his Houfe, let him produce and deliver him up, otherwife, on Dif- 
covery, his Hoiii'e fliall be feized, and he himfelf fliall be feverely puniflied, I cannot keep 
you in riiy Houfe, go from my Houfe to fome other Place.” Without Remedy, I put on the 
ilabit of a Fakeer, and took Slidter in the Temple of Ampourna. 

(Signed) Gore Perfluud. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation, 

. E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 
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a. 


TRANSLATIO N of the Depofition of Doond Sing, Commandant. — The Deponent fworn 
before Chief Jufticc Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th 1781, 

In the Month Phagun a Jummadar and a Harraldar in the Service of Soojaiin Sing, the Bro- 
ther of Raja Cheit Sing, came to me, and faid, « Sojayn Sing has fent for you.” I aHced » On 
what Account has he fent for me they replied, « We do not know.”— I faid, » I am a Servant 
to thcEnglifli, I will not go to him.” They [then] faid, “ He has fent for you, to take you into 
his Service. —I anfwcred, “ from my Youth to this Day I have been the Servant of the Einrlilh • 
I have never went to any R.ajas or Bauboos, nor will I go to them.” When thofe People returned 
to Soojaun Sing, th^ faid, “ Doond Sing, the Commandant, (i. e. this Deponent) refufes to 
come. The Rajah Futtch Shaahi alfo wrote to the Raja Cheit Sing, to place a Guard over mv 
Houfe at Benares, in which Cafe 1 fliould [be obliged to] jojn him with my Sepoys and Guns 
This Information was given to me by the Jummadar Chaint Sing. I faid, » My Houfe. and mv 
Wife, and my Children, may be deftroyed.— Still I am the Servant of the Englilh, and I am faith- 
fill and loyal. By the BleflTing of God, in a fliort Time we alfo fhall go to Benares and plunder 
that Raja, and we will fpoil the Rajah Futtch Shaahi alfo.” At Sukrorch I was informed that 
a Guard was placed at my Houfe. 

The Commandant Dood Sing ndt being able to write, either in Pcrfian or Hindoo, has made 
his Mark. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


N‘ 




N” 9 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of the Moonfliee Mahummud Moraud.— The Dcpo. 
nent fworn before Chief Jultice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th 1781. ^ 

On the t9th of Rammuzaun the Captain iflued Orders to all the Subadars for marchine to- 
wards Benares, and direded them to get in Readinefs. The next Day wc marched to Burra 
Gong; the Captain had mounted his Horfe to proceed, and I w.as in the Re.ar in Search of a Con- 
veyance for my Baggage, when Five or Six Sepoy Grenadiers and others came and furrounded 
me, and demanded their Pay; In confequcncc of which a great many more of the Sepoys came 
and clamoured for their Pay, and ill ufetl me j and they brought me down from the Bun'»ala and 
beat me fevercly with the Butt-ends of their Pieces, and charged Bayonets even to my Brcafi fo 
that my Life was in Danger. A Hurkarali carried Information of this Afiair to the Captain, who 
on icKiving it, turned back and arrived immediately. All the Sepoys then turned clamorous 
apinlt the Captain, ufing infulting Language j and they furrounded him, and laid, that unlcfs 
they received their Pay they would not fet him at Liberty — that if I would pay them, well j if 
not, they would carry me to Bunfi, which is near Kunkooa ; .and that, wlicn they Ihould receive the 
Whole of their Pay from me, they would fet me free.— They moreover placed a Guard with fixed 
Bayonets over the Captain, and pointed Bayonets to his Bread: to dab him ; and thc'y rullK tl upon 
us levcral Times, fo that we gave up ourfelves for lod. In this Situation the Captain ordered 
them back, and gave them Three Months Pay 5 and then propofed to them to march with liim to 
l^narcs. The Sepoys anfwered infolencly, that they would not on any Account go to Benares. 
Without Remedy, the Captain marched from thence with the Battalion, and arrived at Goruck- 
halted there a few Days, purchafed Grain for the Sepoys, and marched from thence 
y the Way of Baunfi. We halted Six Days at Baunfi on account of the heavy Rains 5 wc af- 
terwards marched from thence, and after encountering a thoufand Didrefies arrived at Bufkrora, 
Inc pad Events, which arc known tp every one, I have thus related. 

. (Signed) Mahummud Moraud, 

and fealed with his Seal. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 
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TRANSLATION of the Depofition oj Doond Sing, Commandant. — The Deponent TwcHrn 
before Chief Jufticc Sir Elijah Impey, November 26 th lySi, 

It appears from the Letter of Raum Sing Jemmadaiir, ftationed at Mutcholi, that the Rajah 
Achate Mull, the Rajah Futteh Shahi, and Kihnon Rale, had engaged theinfclves to each other 
by Oath, to crofs the Rivers Ghogra and Siirjoo, for as much as they had received a Letter from 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and the Sum of Fifteen thouiand Rupees, to cut oft the Englifli in the 
Diftrid of Surwar, and drive them outi and Letters have arrived from Futteh Shaahi, to all the 
Zemindars, great and fmall, to withhold the Collections, and not to pay a finglc Daum to the 
Englifli ; and the faid Futteh Shaahi fent near Two hundred Men, with Matchlocks, into the 
Jungul of Burragong, and near to Kunkooa. After Three Days, the Three Rajahs crofted the 
River, and encamped in the Jungul; and it was reported from all Quarters, that the Zemindars 
had fluit up all the Gliauts on die Rivers, and funk all the Boats ; and I wtpte an Account of 
thefc Things to Major Macdonald and Captain Williams, and told them that there were great 
Difturbances in the Country, and that there were Reports alfo that the Rajahs would crofs the 
River ; and I wrote thefe Things to Major Macdonald, that he might inform the Colonel that 
the Road to Benares was Ihut up, for fear the Captain ftiould march from that Quarter towards 
Benares ; it was alfo reported among the People, that Three Gentlemen had been killed at Be- 
nares. After foinc Days the Captain arrived at Kunkooa, ujuI after a Halt of Three Days, 
gave Orders for marching, and direded all the Sepoys to get ready, and about Nine o’Clock ia 
the Morning on the Sixth of September, he marched, and came to the Bank of the River Khau- 
klii ; it then rained exceftively. When we arrived at the Kliaukhi, the Captain ordered the Troops 
to be crofted over the River ; agreeably to Orders, I crofted them over. When, after a Thou- 
fand Diftreftes, we had crofted the River, the Captain faid that there were many Rivers in the 
Road, and no Boats on any of them ; that the Ghauts were ftiut up, and no Grain to be procured 
on the Marcli for the People; how then would it be poftible to pafs the Guns and Troops through 
fuch a Country ? It would be better, he faid, to go to Benares by the Way of Buxar ; therefore we 
again "crofted the River Khaukhi, and encamped after marching Half a Crofs from it. He (then) 
gave Orders for marcliing towards Kliunkooa. Moving from the Khauki the Captain with the 
Troops arrived at Khunkooa; he then told all the Subadars and Jummadars, that the Raja 
Futteh Shahi, with his Force, was piofted on the Road, and that it was neceflary to attack and 
drive him from thence ; that he would halt a few Days at Nuddi Kaunoon, and then march to- 
wards Benares. It was known that the Sepoys of the Battalion had faid, Let them give us our 
‘‘ Pay, and wherever they go, we will go with them;’" to which the Subadars replied, they 
“ might take it wherever they found it.” The laid Subadars neither confined thole Sepoys, nor 
informed me of the Circumllance. I received the Information from Cheint Sing Juinmadar. The 
Subadar of (Grenadiers ftationed a Sepoy behind his Hakerie, and told him, he might either pro- 
toft and convey it to his (the Subadar’s) Houfe, or he might leave it to be plundered by tho 
Country People. I'he Sepoy told him to fet his Mind at reft, for that he would convey it kite 
to his Dwelling. At Night, after TVclve o’Clock, I made my Report to the Captain, who 
ordered me to go with Buckhrawur Sing, Subadar to the Sepoys, to fatisfy and explain to them, 
that he would give them their Pay when they arrived at Burragong. In the Morning we march- 
ed a fmall Diftance towards Burragong firft; a Sepoy pulled oft his Coat, and drew his Bayonet 
on the Caj)tain ; the Subadars and Jummadars did not interpofe or check him ; the Captain faid, 

1 vvill pay this Sepoy and difmlfs him — do you inarch on.” I obeyed his Orders, and marched; 
but the Sepoys quitted their Colours and their Guns, and aftembled at Kunkooa. The Su- 
batlars and Jummadars faid nothing (to prevent them.) Seeing the Situation of Things, I dircefted 
the Jumrnadar Richaul Sing to take with him 'Pwelvc Sepoys, and go to the Captain, that he 
might know how Things were. After which, Orders from the Captain came, to return back and 
join him ; I went back, and faw that the Sepoys had mutinied violently; that they had drawn 
their Bayonets, and were threatening the Captain ; moreover. Three of the Sepoys loaded their 
Pieces to fire at him, and they demanded F^our Months Pay j and mod of the Sepoys faid, Let 
him pay us all our Arrears, and he may go where he pleafes when the Sepoys had received 
their Pay, they k\id, one and all, We will not go to Burragong — We will go to the Begum’s 
“ at Fizc-abad ; if Ihe will retain us, we will day; if not, wc will carry the Gun (or Guns) to 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and Saadut Ally Khawn.” The Sepoys, after this, directed the Suba- 
dars to tell the Captain to march ; the Captain replied, That the Two Companies and the (jun 
dacioned at Richlolc, were coming; he would march as foon as they had joined ; the Sepoys faid, 
Let the Captain march, we fliall meet the Companies on the Road;” however, the Captain 
halted till the T'wo Companies arrived ; he then fent Hurdcaul Sing, Commandant, to the Sepoys, 
to tell them tlut the People (i. c. the Two Companies) were fatigued ; that they fhould halt one 
Day, that thofc People might receive their Pay all'o ; and then he would march. The Sepoys 
refufed to liden to Hurdcaul Sing. The Captain then fent for the Two Subadars, and told them 
to go and perfuade the Sepoys to make one 1 lalt, that he might give the Two Companies their Fa\- 
Ihe Sepoys were prevailed upon to halt by the Subadars, and the Captain paid the People. 
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Jhc next Morning the Captnin lent a Man to the Ckucklahdar, and directed liiaico march allb. <5; 

He fent Word, that he was collefting Cattle for the Baggage, and that he would inarch as Ibon 
as he had got them ; it was afterwards heard, that the Chucklahdar had given Twelve thoiifand 
Rupees to Futtch Shaahi — the laid Raja demanded Twenty thoiifand from the Chucklahdar, pro- 
mifing to proteft him — And it was currently reported through the Country, that Saadut Ally 
Khawn was the Na\\raub, and that the Englilh Government was overthrown. After this we 
aiarched from Kunkooa ; the Captain purchafed Grain for the Sepoys; the Waters were out 
from the heavy Rain; and whoever loitered behind was plundered by the Villagers. When wc 
arrived at Baunfi, we were obliged to halt Six Days on account of the Rains; after that we 
marched and arrived at Bulhroreh, but there were many Rivers and Nullahs in the Road. 

Doond Sing, Commandant, not knowing to write cither Pcrfian or Hindoo, has made 
his Mark. 

A true Copy of the original Tranllation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Councih 

N* II a. 

TRANSLATION of the Dcpofition of Ahlaud Sing, Subadar, Rationed in the Fort of Go- 
ruckpour.— The Deponent fworn before ‘Chief Jufticc Sir Elijah impey, November a6th, 

1781. 

I had confined under my Guard in the Fort of Goruckpour, One hundred and Fifteen Biirgo- 
mauls, Inhabitants of Surwaur. On the 15th of Ruminuzaun, the Rajah of Gorudepore, the Ze- 
mindars of Oulooleh, Beehouli, &c. &c. great and fmall, likewife all the Inhabitants of 
Goruckpour, with Six thoufand Matchlocks, and great Numbers of Country People, armed with 
Clubs, at Four Ghurrics of the Night furrounded the Fort, and made an Attack by Surprize; 
but the Sepoys on Guard at the Ballions were awake ; they began to fire, and an Aftion imme- 
diately followed. Seeing that the Country People were in great Numbers, I went to each of the 
Baftions, and encouraged the Sepoys, and called them to me into the Body of the Place, 
and formed them together. I left a Havuldar and Ten Sepoys at the Rung Mahul, to proteft 
the Baggage; but it was Night Time; the Country People made an Adault with Ladders, and 
entered the P'ort, and both Parties fought refolutely. At this Time they placed Ladders againft 
the Inner Fort, towards the South, and entered upon the Badion : I feized an advantageous Op- 
portunity (attacked) and killed Seventeen of the Enemy on the Badion, and wounded feveral 
others. About Half after Ten at Night they made an Attack on the Wedern Badion : As there 
was a Straw Chopper on that Badion, I took Shelter under it, and threw down, with all my Force, 
a Part of the Brick Battlement on the Enemy, by which Four of them were killed ; One other fell 
by a Mufquet Ball; and they retreated. A Third Time, about Three o’Clock in the Morning, 
the Country People raifed a great Shout, and attacked us again : I was then engaged on the Inner 
Fort Badion : Seubunfe Havuldar was poded, with Twelve Sepoys, to guard the Burgomauls ; 
they rufhed upon him in a Body, and Seubunfe called out to me, with a loud Voice, tliat the Biir- 
gomauls had attacked him : I gave him Orders to put them all to the Sword ; he indaiuly druck 
off the Heads of Eighteen Burgomauls, and threw them our, and he wounded fwcr.il others. 'I'he 
Morning now broke, and I entertained a Hope that the Enemy would lly, and that the People of 
the Town would certainly join me ; but the Country People, the Foujdar, &e. were all united 

with the Rajah; they lifted up their Arms, and faid. The of the Nabob Sandur Alii 

Khaun, and the Begum, have fpread through the whole Country; for the Rajah Cheit Sing hub 
deftroyed all the Englilh, and Letters have come to the Rajahs to put the Dependants of the 
Englilh to the Sword, wherever they may be found; and he faid, Where will they go? 
the Country is mine i I am a Bhonear Rajah, how long will they (be able to) oppofe me? In 
fuch Difeourfe Two Ghurrics of the Morning had paifed away. From the Eaftcrn to the 
Weftern Gate, within the Mahul, they furrounded the Fort on all Sides, and the Adlion was re- 
newed. We continued engaged for Five Pahr (Fifteen Hours) with the Enemy, witliout tailing 
cither Food or Water. At this Time Furhaud Beg came from the Rajah Bhonear to make Pro- 
pofals, of which he informed me by One of my People; The Havuldar Seubunfe faid, Perhaps 
the Rajah has fent him to fupport us ; no Matter, let him be called fo I fent for him, and 
he came up to the Gate of the Inner Fort, and when he faw me, he faid to me, You have no 
Mailers; the Englilh arc all killed, and the Colonel and Mr. Gordon aic confined by the 
** Begum/' I gave him infulting Language in Reply to this, and told him to tell this Story to 
the Sepoys who were with me; and he did repeat it, with a loud Voice, to the Sepoys; and faid 
to them, ** You have no Mailers; give up the Burgomauls, that they may enter into the Rmli’s 
Service, or go where they think proper.*' In Reply we faid, The good Fortune ot our 
Mailers is on our Side, and while we have Life wc will fight ; and we will not give up the 
Burgomauls/* At this JunAure Sullawmut Khaun, Jummadar of Cirenadiers, v.^ith Nine 
^ ^ s, unexpeAcdly arrived in the Town from Burownah : My People from the Inner Fort law 

• Sel. Com. Rsp. IL O o th/- 



appendix, N* I. 

a Company had arrived near to the Cutwalls Chobootre j they gave a great Shout, and faiJ, 

“ A Company of Grenadiers is arrived from Kunkora;” and their Spirits were railed < and we 
dpened the Gate of the Foit, and Si.llamut Khan joined us. Th« Bravery and Kefolution of 
■ Sullaimit Khan -arc not to be deferibed. Wlien the Enemy beheld the Arrival of Sullamut 
Khaun Jumma.tar, they turned their Faces to Flight : I purfued them with my ^ople through 
the ■Wfllcni (jatc, and many of the Enemy were killed and wounded, and Numbers-were 
drowned in the River ; and, by the BleOing of God, we obtained the Viftory. I returned into 
the Fort, and immeiliatcly fecured Furhaud Beg and Fizeulla Beg, who had c^e to rn^e Pro- 
uofals about the Burgomuuls ; and I wrote an Account of the Whole of this Affair to the Colonel, 
and to tlie Captain. "After a few Days, an Order came from the Colonel te Munttu'O^ar Khany dt. 
rettinv, that if the Rajah Mujlapha Khan had been put to Death, •well-, if not, to Jtrtke pf hts Head. 
Munmvevar Khan pewed me the Order. 1 faid, The Order is not written to me— I will write to the 
Colonel on the dnlnctt ■, and it was underftood from the Country People, that the Captain was 
marching towards Benares, (but) that the Grenadier Sepoys had mutinied, an teinan e ^ f'r 
Pay, that the Captain gave them Three Months Pay, and propofed to them to march with him 
to Snares , the Sepoys all anfwcrcd, that they would go to Bungulleh, and deliver up their Anns 
at the Gate of the Begum , in confequence of which, the Captain was obliged to, give his In- 
tentions of going to Benares, and return to Goruckpore; and he gave Ordifs that the Head 
of Muflapha Khan jhould he Jlruck off ; and he Was beheaded accordtnpy ; and a Proclamation was 
made through the ‘Toivn, that tho/e who were guilty of Juch Crimes, would meet with the fame Pi^y- 
ment.- The Captain halted for fome Days, and bought up Grain for the Sepoys. At this 1 imc 
the Brother of Saobaun Sing, Pilufoaun Sing, with a Thoufand Matchlocks, and othefs Country 
People, was at Goruckpore ; and they raifed an Outcry, and faid i^hat the Englifh ihould- not re- 
main in the Town, and they prepared for Aftion ; fo the Captain crofTed the Rapbti ; A Bulloch 
Man belonging to the Artillery, who returned into the Town to buy ^Jdcr, they put to Death. 
Marching from thence, in Four Days the Captain arrived at Baunfi. The 

to fee him, but her Son prepared for Hoftilities , he faid, “ ney have ftruck off the Head of our 
“ Rajah at Goruckpore, and I will be revenged.” We marched from thence; and the Rajah ot 
Bulraum, with his People, had thrown up an Intrcnchment acrofs the Road ; and he laid. It is 
“ the Begum’s Orders, that you fliall not march by this Road.” With the greateft Ffazard and 
Caution we marched (iom thence, and arrived at Khoondch, and the Country People retired into 

their Fort. This is a true Account which I have fet forth. ai i .a c:*n. 

(Signed) Ahlaud Sirtg^ 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to( the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N® 12 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofuion of Denoo Sing, Subadar. — The Deponent fworn 
before Cliief Julfice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th 1781. 

On the 16th of Rammuzaun an Order came to me from the Cenmnander of the Battalion, that 
a Jummadar and Sepoys belonging to the Company of Dcet Sing were coming to me ; that I Ihould 
deliver over to him tlic Fort and the Gun, and the Burgomauls, and that I myfelf mould march 
and join Mr. Gordon at Taundeh. On the 13th the find Jummadar and Sepoys joined me at 
Dummureah Gunje ; and, being relieved on the lame Day, on the 14th of the faid Month I 
marched toward Taundeh. The Zemindars and Villagers furrounded us all the Way from Dum- 
mureah Gunie to Ruddouli, and they faid, » the Government of the Colonel is at an End but 
they had not the Rd'olution to attack us. They alfo faid, “ The Rajah Cheit Sing has cut off the 
“ F ni’lifh Forces at Benares ; deliver up your Baggage, it is the Order of the Beguim. Iri this 
Situatmn I replied, “ The Baggage belongs to us, and we have Ammunition to defend it, if any 
‘‘ one choofes to attack it. let him come,” We lay the whole Night on our Arms at Ruddouli. 
We marched the next Morning, and arrived at Bufti ; but got no Intelligence of Mr. Gordon to 
enable us to join him. Ghuffoor Beg, Subadar of the Nabob’s Artillery, told me that Bauboo 
Dhun Sing, with a Thoufand Matchlocks, had taken Poll; in the Jungul of Bufti, and that he 
had moreover funk all the Boats in the River. 1 halted Six Hours at Bufti, I'earching after 
Boats • at laft 1 procured a very fmall one, and when I was about to crofs, the Subadar Bejyfing 
arrived after a March of Twenty Cofs, in which March a Sepoy and Three Horfes were killed, 
and Four Sepoys wounded. Bcjyling defircd 1 would ftop for Two or Three Ghurri tUl his People 
had ale their Victuals, for they had marched Twenty Cofs. At the Time that Beijy Sings 
Sepovs liad untied their Cummurbunds, [laid afide rheir Arms] the Country. People, with Bauboo 
Dhun Siius eamc and furrounded us in the Village of Bufti, in confequence of which, I refoivcd to 
feizc upon the Fort of Bufti, and take Poll there. The Subadar of the Artillery before mentioned, 
and others of tlie People, faid, “Accounts have arrived from the Bagum that all the Epglilh are^cjU 
2 
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off: Why will you fcizc upon the Foit And take PoirelVion of it deliud i!ie laid Sul>,i !.ir co 

join and ihpporc me— he replied, VV Iioevef is aj)pointcd Aiimil of the Piir^^unn.ih I will join 
<< will not go with you." At this 1 iiiic a Man arrived, and brought New.s that Mi*. 

Gordon was at Sunjur Ghaut, in the Purgunnah of Ruddowli ; fo I luaivhc d to Mur (iunge, itw 
tending to go froen thenee to the faid Ghaut, and I font a Sepoy, naked, to obtain Iruclliyenc e of 
Mr. Gordon. The faid Sepoy returned, and brought Word that Mr. Gordnvi and the Subadars 
and Jummadars were imprifoned at Tundah by Orders from the Re(viin ; that many of rlic Sepovs 
had deferted, and fcveral had been killed: When I heard this News, and that the (ihains on the 
River were fliut, and that the Rajahs, with Six thoufand Matchloc ks, had furroiinded Ahlaud 
Sin^ in the Fort of Gonickpour, with an Intention to fet the Bnrgomauls at Liberty ; 1 deter- 
mined to march to Goruekpour : On the Road, News arrived that through tlu- good Fortune: of 
our Mailers, all the Country People had been put to Flight, and that Ahlaud Sing IkkI obrnincd 
the Vidory ; in confcqucnce of which I went to Muckhur, and there I law that all the l\irgunnah 
Aumils of that Country had taken Shelter in the Monument of Kubbardaus ; from them 1 
cd, that it was the Bagum’s Orders to cut thoje who were conneblcd with the FjigliflAy ;;; .S':/ - 

wherever they might be founds I alfo heard that the Raiah Cheit Sing had dellroycd all the i 
hfli Troops, and that 'Fhree of the Englifli had been killed ; it was alfo reported, that the Au 
thoriiy of the Na^ih Saadul AUi Khaun and the Bagum was eJlabliJIjcd throngbeut all the Cunntry. I 
marched from Muckhur, and arrived at the Fort of Goruekpour. After tliis a Letter i .une Irom 
Baboo Achate Sing to Ahlaud Sing, to this Purport, Deliver over the Ihngomauls to me, and 
I will caufc you to be conduced wherever you think proper to go ; or (if you think proper) enter 
into my Servic, for you have no Mailer j why will you give yourfelves up to Deili iK^ion M e 
and Ahlaud Sing fent a verbal Anlwer, ‘^'Fhat the Fortune of our Mailers was on our Side ; if lie 
thought proper he might come; that while wc had Life wc would not give iij) the Burgomaul:, 
hut that we would put them all to the Sword." We wrote an Account ol thole 'i’liingi> the Co- 
lonel, and received the following Anfwcr, that zve ftjould maintain our Poj} ia Jlrty and that we 
Jhoiild march toward him with the Captain (when he arrived.) It was nov/ known that the Cap- 
tain intended to march to Benares by the Road of Nuddi Kaiinaon ; but that the Gianadic rs had 
mutinied, and obliged him to return; It was alfo heard that Futtek Sliahi, and Khenoo Raic, 
and Rajah Achate Mull, &c. had refolved to attack the Captain, becauic Letters had come from 
the Rajah Cheit Sing to all the Zemindars, to this Purport, “ bVherever there are Dtpchdants cf the 
Englijh, kill and drive them outP It was moreover reported, that when the Captain marched to 
Kunkooa, on his Way to Benares, the Grenadiers made a Dillurbance, and demanded their Pay : 
That he gave Three Months Pay to the Sepoys, to prevail upon them to march with him to 
Benares, but that thofe Cowards would not confent; they faid, We will not go to Benares: IVc 
are the Servants of the Bagum and Saadut Alii Khaun ; we will deliver up our Guns and our Arms at 
the Gate of the BagumP—V^ ithout Remedy, the Captain was obliged, by the Difobedience of his 
Troops, to march to Goruekpour, where we joined him ; moreover Philufvaun Sing, the Bro- 
ther of the Rajah Suebaaun Sing, came with a Thoufand Matchlocks, and he and the Inhabitants 
of Goruekpour railed a Clamour, demanding that the Captain llaould march from thence, and 
they killed the Brother of the Chowdric of the Bullock Men, who went into the 'Fown to buy 
Fodder. At this Time Half the Troops had crolfed the Raubti, when the foregoing Accident 
happened; the Captain marched by the Way of Baunfi. After our Arrival at Baunll, it rained 
Six Days without IntermilTion. The Kanni of Baunfi came to fee the Captain, but her Son Hood 
prepared for Hoftilities. After Six Days, wc marched from thence to Rurtaul Ikikhura, from 
thence to Dumiuurca Gunje ; marching from thence, we halted at C hundurdiej) for 1 wo ILiys ; 
when wc marched from thence the Captain went on in Front, Kiirdcaul, Commandant, was in 
the Rear; a Skirmifli enfued between him and the Country People, Two of them wen* taken 
Prifoners, and One was killed by a Mufket Shot. We marched from thence to the N.illah of 
Attrouleh, Three Cofs to the Wellward ; we marched from Attroulch, and were oppofed, near 
Bulrampore, by about Two thoufand Country People ; but when the Battalion and (jun were 
drawn up fronting them, they gave way and fled ; the Road cleared, we mirclicd, and encamped 
at the Nudde Kewabeh ; wc continued there one Night, and marched to Conedch. When we 
arrived at Garcdch, the Country People quitted our Rear. This is a trOc Account which is 



t/ritten. 


(Signed) Denas Sing. 

A true Copv of the original Tranllation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


N* IJ a. 
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K" 3. *3 

^Translation of the Depofuion of Raum sing, Jammadar.— The Deponent 
before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey,' November 26th 1781. 

The Rajah FuttahShaui, and Khenas Raie, and Achate Mull, united themfclvcs all Three to* 
gether, and bound themfclves by Oath ; and thefe were the improper Refolutions which they had 
agreed to j that they would crofs the River Ghagfa, and eftablilh their own Authority there, for 
Letters had arrived from the Rajah Cheit Sing at Benares, in which he faid, “ all the Englift are 
cut off } the Government of the Engliih is overturned ; I have taken Poffellion of the Country ; 
do you, the Zemindars, eftablilh your Authority alfb in thofc Diftridb !”— Itwas Hkewift publicly 
reported, that the Rajah Cheit Sing had fent Fifteen thoufand Rupees in Specie to the faid Zemin- 
dars, to raife Men, and kill and drive out the Dependants of the Engliih wherever they might be. 
It was reported that Colonel Hannay and Captain Williams were in Confinement; the Raiah 
FettehShaai came to inform himfelf of this ; but not obtaining any certain Intelligence, returned, 
and determined to go to Kunkooa, to cut off the People and plunder the Place. At this Tin,' 
the Captain returned from Lucknow, and arrived at Kunkooa. I alfo arrived Kunkooa agr. , 
ably to Orders. In the Evening he informed all the Subadars and JummadarTand Sepoys, 
they were to march towards Benares the next Day. In cortfcqucnce of which the Sepoys vn 
the Subadars and faid, that they had no Money. The Subadars replied, their Pay was 
Sarcer, jf they could get it they might take it. Early the next Morning we marched, rhe ^ 
panics faced to the Right. Four or Five of the foremoft Grenadiers ftept out, furrounded 
Captain, and faid, “ Give us our Pay and we will go with you the Captain replied, ‘^You au 
only Four or Five Men, take (your Pay) and I will pay the Battalion when we arrive at Burr.i- 

f ongc,” which is only Eight Cofs from Kunkooa. The Battalion had gone on about a Cofs. On 
earing the above, a Number of Sepoys returned, and loaded their Pieces, and fixed their Bayonets, 
and pointed them at the Captain ; in confequence of which, he recalled the whole Battalion, and 
told them to take their Pay and march with him to Benares ; to which they all agreed ; but when 
the Captain had given them Three Months Pay, the Men who were the Mutineers raifed a Cla- 
mour (and faid) “ we will take our Arms and the Gun to the Chuklehdar, and receive our Pay 
from him, for the Chuklehdar is a Servant of the Bagum’s, and we alfo arc the Bagum’s Ser- 
vants andSaadut Allifs the Captain faid to the Commandant and the Subadars, “I have paid 
them all, what then is the Caufe of this improper Behaviour ?” — but what he laid had no Effedi: 
upon them ; however much he urged them to march to Benares, they ftill refufed, and only faid, 
« that they would go to Bungclah, and attend the Bagum and Saadut Alii Khaun ; and that if the 
Captain attempted to efcape, they would put a Guard over him, and deliver him up there.” With- 
out Remedy, the Captain marched this Way. That which was true has been written. 

(Signed by) Raum Sing. 

A true Copy, 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N“ 14 a. 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of Hurdeaul Sing, Commandant.— .The Deponent 
fworn before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th 1781. 

The Servant Herdeaul Sing, Commandant of Major Macdonald’s Battalion, gives the follow- 
ing Account. I was ftationed in the Pergunnah of in the Dittridl of Nurrain 

Battaol, with two Companies of Sepoys of Captain Williams’s Battalion, Three hundred and Fifty 
Najub and Schbundi Men, and One Gun, and adted in the Bufinefs of the Surcar agreeably to my 
Orders. From the 15th of Rummuzaun I received feveral Letters from Mahummud Shiffee 
Kha in, the Chuklahdar, and from the Captain, who were then at Kunkooa, to march fpeedily 
with my Force and join them, for that the Power of the turbulent Country People and Rajas 
was become exccffive. At this Time I colledled together the People who were ftationed at dif- 
ferent Places } and on the 19th of the faid Month, notwithftanding the Waters were very much 
out in the Road, I marched toward Kunkooa. When I arrived at Raum Kolah, which is about 
Fifteen Cofs from my Station, 1 heard, from the general Reports of the People, that the Rajas 
Achate Mull, and Futteh Shaahi, and Khenao Raie, who had been expelled from their Zeminda- 
ries, and refided with the Raja Cheit Sing in the Country of Benares, had all Three, by Orders 
from Saadut Alii Khaun and Raja Cheit Sing, marched from thence, and croffed the Ghagra, and 
taken Poffcffion of their Lands ; and that the Raja Cheit Sing had afilfted the faid Rajas with Fivc- 
and twenty thoufand Rupees to drive out the Engliih, [direfting] that they ihould drive them and 
all their Dependants out of their Diftri(fts. When I came to the next Stage, I heard that the 
Grenadiers, who were with Captain Williams at Kunkooa, had mutinied, and confined the Cap- 
tain, and cruelly beat his Moonfliec; that tliey had got their Pay, and intended to go off to the 

Vizier’s, 
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Vizier’s, and that no one attended to the Orders of the Captain. As the Companies witiime had N* 1 
been informed of thefe Circumftances, I foothed and perfuaded them not to think of afting in ^ 
fuch a Manner} that Pay was never withheld or loft in the Englilh Service} that tliey would receive 
every Daum of that which was due to them ; but that it would be improper for them, at that 
Time, to aft as others had done. The Sepoys affented to what I had faid, and, notwithftanding 
the Oppofition of the Country People on the Road, we arrived in Safety, and with the greatell 
Expedition, at Kunkooa, and attended the Captain and the Chuklahdar, and I then faw with my 
own Eyes what I had before heard on the Road. The Captain faid, when I went to him, “ You 
have without Doubt heard how Things are here ; what are the Intentions of the People with you ?” 

I faid in Reply, “ that the People along with me, both the Sepoys, the Nujjub, and thcSchbundi 
Men, had no other Intentions but thofe of obeying his Orders ; and that he might, at all Events, 
make himfclf cafy as to thofe Men.” The Captain then faid, “ It was my Intention to have 
taken the Grenadier Companies and the Two Guns, and to have marched to Benares, and joined 
the Governor, by the Way of the Nuddi Kaunaon; and to have chaftifed the Three Rajas, with 
whom we ftiould have fallen in on the Road, but the Grenadiers would not confent to this ; do you 
inquire ofthem^hat their Intentions are.” Agreeably to the Orders of the Captain, I went at Night 
to the Line to tiie Subadars and Jummadars and Sepoy Grenadiers, and aflted what they wiflicd 
for and intended. The Sepoys all replied, “ If the Captain refolves to march to the Eaftward, not 
one of us will go with him 5 moreover, we will march early To-morrow Morning to the Weft- 
ward, to the Vizier, whoever chufes to go that Way may accompany us.” The Two Grenadier 
Subadars then told me to go to my Tent, for that thefe Matters the two Companies had already 
talked upon with the Captain. I again endeavoured to prevail upon the Sepoys and Subadars, 
and told them to continue, and fet their Minds at reft ; that I would go and fpcak to the Captain j 
that, if he approved of it, he would take them with him, and march to tlie Weft ward ; that at all 
Events it would be better to obey him. At laft I foothed and appeafed them, and went to the 
Captain, and told him what had paired. After this, the Captain ordered me to go to Mahumud 
ShulHc Khaim the Chucklchdar, and tell him to prepare to march. I went to the Chucklehdar, 
and delivered the Mcflagc } in anfwer, the Chucklehdar, who had fent a Perfon named Munflian 
Raum, on his Part, to the Rajahs Achate Mull, Futteh Shaai, and Khenlb Raie, beforementioned, 
on a private Bulinefs, made the Want of Cattle for his Baggage an Excufe ; and defired that we 
would halt Two or Three Days longer, and that he would then colleft Beads of Burden, and 
march. The faid Chucklehdar told me the next Day, and told the Captain alfo, that a Man of 
his was returned, and had brought Information, that Four Companies of Sep<j|| and Four Guns 
were come from the Rajah Cheit Sing, to the Afllftance of the Rajas Achate Mull, Futteh Shaai, 

• and Khenoo Rai ) and moreover, that they would crofs the Ghograh and join them that Day. At 
length, Two Days after my Arrival, our whole Force marched towards Goruckpour} and, notwith- 
ftanding the Rajas and the Country People molefted us on all Sides on the March, and the Waters 
andNullas were out, yet in Six Days we arrived in Safety at Goruckpour. — There I heard from 
the People, that Orders from the Begum had arrived to all the Rajas of Purgunnahs, not to per- 
mit any Englifh Gentlemen, or any of their Dependants, to pafs in Safety through their feparatc 
Diftrifts ; and that they had furrounded Ahlaud Sing, Subadar, who was ftationed with a few Se- 
poys in the Fort of Goruckpour ; but that, through the good Fortune of our Mafters, the Enemy 
was repulfed and obliged to retire } that no Englilh Letters, or others, or Hurcarrahs, were per- 
mitted to pafs i and that, if the Country People difeovered any Englifli Letters or others in the 
Hands of Hurcarrahs, they fcourged them with the greateft Severity. In confequence of thefe 
(Accounts) the Captain fent for me, and faid, “ The People have railed great Dilturbanccs in the 
Country beyond this } no Grain will arrive, therefore we muft buy Grain here, and carry it with 
us.” In the Space of Eight Days Grain was procured for the March, and Bullocks got together, 
and in Four Days, notwithftanding the heavy Rains, we crofled the Raubti, and marched towards 
Sukrorah: From the Day that we arrived at Baunli, for Six Days, fuch heavy Rains fell, both Day 
and Night, that no one had the Power to ftir from his Place. Without Remedy, we halted during 
that Time, and on the lirft Day that the Rain fubfided we marched, and in Two Days arrived at 
Dummurea Gunge. At that Place there was a Nulla in the Road, which was overflowed by the 
R^ns and ftopt our Progrefs ; and we were at laft obliged to halt there One Day to make a Bridge, 
over which the Troops were pafted. While we were crofting, the Country People Ihowed them- 
fclvcs, but were repulfed and obliged to retreat. 

Wcproceeded from thence the next Day, and March after March to Bulraumpore. As theRiver 
Kuwannah crofled our Way at that Place, we were obliged to halt there for One Day j at laft 
we pafted that River in Safety, and by repeated Marches arrived at Sukrorah. This Account 
knowing it proper, is written according to the Truth. 

(Signed by) Hurdeaul Sing, 

and fealed with his Seal. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflatioh. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 
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Svr, SiL. Com. Rev. II, 
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N" 3. "• 

TRANSLATION of the Depofition of Beijefing, Subadar. — The Deponent fworn before 
Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impcy, November 26th 1781. 

Oh the 13th of Rummuzaun I received Orders from Mr. — — - to join Mr. Gordon at 
Taundeh, and to deliver over the Gun and the Burgomauls to Kaumdaur Beg. Agreeably to 
Orders, I delivered over the Gun and the Burgomauls to Kaumdar Beg, and let out. When I 
arrived at Nauraad the Hooli Rejoicings had commenced ; and the Country People gathered to- 
gether on all Sides, and furrounded me. Making an Effort, I pulhed on from thence about a 
Cofs ; but the Enemy were now increafed to a prodigious Number. Till Nine o’Clock at 
Night they continued to infult us ; and when the Moon got up, they began to fire with Match- 
locks} and theyfaid, “ You have (truck off the Head of the R^a Jigut Sing} where will yougo?— 
“ we will ftrike off your Heads in Return. It is the Orders of the Bagum, that whoever ftrikes off 
** and brings in the Head of an Englidiman, /hall receive a Reward of a Thoufi^id Rupees j and 
“ for the Head of a Subadar orjummadar a Hundred Rupees} and for every Sepoy’s Head 
" (truck off and brought, that a Reward of One Rupee (hall be given.” — The Attack continued 
through the Night } One Sepoy was killed, and Seven Men and Three Horfes wounded, of my 
Party. The Country People faid, “ Give up your Baggage, and your Arms, and Coats, and go 
" naked where you pleafe:” But I (tood firm, and we fought with them,, and marched on. Night 
by Night, to Baunfi, where we were quitted by the Enemy. Having joined Dhoon Sing, Sub- 
adar, at Baunfi, we marched from thence with him. This which is related is true. 

Signed by Beig Sing, 
and fealed with his Seal* 


A true Copy of the original Trandation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


N* 16 9 . 

T R A N S L A T 1 0 N of the Depofition of Merun, Moonlhee to Mr. Gordon.-— The Deponent 
(worn before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impcy, November i6th 1781. 

I Merun, &c. confidcring God and the Pro|)het of God as prefent, do fwear tipon the facred 
Koraun to the following Fafts which I give in Writing: — That on the 7th of the Month of 
September, Mr. Gordon, with Four Companies of Sepoys, and a Hundred Horfe of the Ruffaulch 
of Ruzza Beg Khaun, did march from the Ghaut jehaorafor Taundeh; and at that Time, from 
our fetting out till our Arrival at Taundeh, Thoufands of Country People alTembled together, 
and attempted to cut off the Troops and the Baggage; fo that there was a continued Aftion, 
both v/itli .Swords and Mulketry, all the Way. — As the Order of March was well regulated, and 
the .Sepoy.s were not deficient in Firmnefs and Refolution, many of the Enemy were killed ; and 
on this Side, not a Angle Article of the Property of any one was plundered ) Mr. Gordon con- 
tlufting them .all, together with the Whole of the Baggage, in perfedt Safety to the Nulla of 
Tceraii, which runs beneath Taundeh. On our Arrival there he intended to crofs the Nulla, 
and encamp at Taundeh ; and he gave Diredions for the Troops to pafs over. When they were 
about to crofs (it appeared that) all the Boats were on the oppofite Side of the Nullah 1 and the 
People of the Taundeh Foujdar, whofe Name is Shum Share Khaun, flood Guard over the Boats, 
and (’aid, “It is the Orders of the Foujdar, that the Boats (hall .not pafs over to that Side.”-~^ 
When Mr. Gordon heard of this, he wrote a Lctcr to the Foujdar, and fent it by a Hurcari;^!. 
The Contents of the Letter were : “ I am a Servant of the Noovaub, and am going to join the 
“ Army by his Orders ; where is the Propriety of (hutting up the Ghaut, and tcfufing to permit 
“ People to pafs The faid Hurcarrah took the Letter, and went to the Ghaut, and endeavoured 
to get over, but the Foujdar’s People would not allow him to crofs.— When 1 faw that they would 
nut permit the Hurcarr^ to pafs over, I gave Mr. Gordon’s Letter to a Servant of the Foujdar’s, 
who had ("warn over to oUr Side of the Nullah to fee, one. of his Friends; and I told him to 
convey it, by fomc Means or other, to the Foujdar. He put the Letter in his Turban, and 
(wain b.u k acrofs the Nullah, and delivered it to the Foujdar, who read the Contents, but re- 
turned no Sort of Anfwer. At the Time when the Letter arrived, Mirza Ruzza Bey Khaun, Ruf- 
faulelidar, who by Chance had arrived alone on fome Bufmefs, and had croffed over before this 
Affair, was fitting by Shumlhare Khaun, and is an Evidence that the Letter arrived. The faid 
Mirza dechued to me, and confirmed it by Oaths, that the Letter came to the Foujd.ar when he 
was pivfcnt ; and that, although he endeavoured to perfoade him, it was to no Purpofe. At laft 
he font for Three Guns, and fonie Tomeens of Matchlock Men, who were ftationed at Taundeh ; 
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and ht pointed the Guns acrofs the Nullah at the Troops, and ftationed the Men at theGhaut and W® 
ordered them not to permit a Angle Perfon to crofs. In confcquence thereof the Fouidar’s 
People ftoodat the Ghaut, and ufed infulting Language; and faid, that if any one attempted to 
crofs the River, they would fire upon him. When Mr. Gordon few this, that no Anfwer to his 
Letter had come from the Foujdar, and that his People were inclined to Hoftilities, he direaed 
me to go and explain Things to Shumfliare Khaun, and perfuade him to defift from fuch impro- 
per Condua. According to the Orders I had received, I went to the Ghaut, and demanded a 
Boat, and feld that I was fent by Mr. Gordon to the Foujdar on Bufinefs, and dcfired that they 
would allow me to crofs over alone 5 but they would not liften to me, or fend a Boat to carry me 
over. Without Remedy, I returned to Mr, Gordon, and informed him of the Behaviour of the 
People at the Ghaut. He faid, “If they will not give you a Boat, it is' no Matter; mount an Ele- 
phant, and fwim him over.” — I obeyed, and mounted an Elephant, and went and endeavoured to 
pulh the Elephant into the Nulla. The Foujdar’s People at once levelled their Pieces at me 
and faid, “ Beware— if you drive the Elephant into the Nulla, we will fire upon you, and kill you 
per Force.”--I returned to Mr. Gordon : It was now almoft Sunfet. When the Country People 
few this Affair, that the Foujdar of Taundeh was our Enemy alfo ; that he had Ihut up the Ghaut, 
and would not permit us to pafs, they charged us on all Sides. Our Sepoys feeing Thoufands 
of the Country People alTcmbled on one Side, theGhaut .Ihut up, and Shumfharc Kaun difpofed 
to Hoftilities on the other ; and being alfo much exhaufted by the Skirmilhing and Labour on 
the March, gave up their Refolution and Firmnefs at once ; and throwing afide their Arms and 
their Coats, difpofed themfelves to Flight ; and notwithftanding Mr. Gordon ufed every Means 
of Perfuafion, both to the Sepoys and their Officers, no one either heard or obeyed him, until 
Mr. Gordon was left with only Ten Men and the Baggage ; all the reft were fled. At this Time 
Kaubi Perlhaud, a Bengali of Mr. Scott’s, who was ftationed at the Kotie, by a Thoufend In- 
treaties and Supplications, obtained an Order to fend One Boat, from the Foujdar, and fent it 
over. Mr. Gordon then few that non? of his People had remained with him ; that continuing 
there alone was to no Purpofe, and therefore was obliged to crofs over. AH ’ his Baggage, and 
the Baggage of his Servants and Followers, was plundered ; that which they carried over ’with 
them when they croffed, and delivered into the Hands of the Foujdar’s People, who promifed to 
proteft it, was afjerwards taken by them, and never returned. Some Days after, fome Firelocks 
were produced from the Houfe of the Foujdar; and many of the People’s Effefts were feen 
there; but the Foujdar’s Men did not deliver them up. In fhort, this ^ the Subftance of the 
Affair which happened at Taundeh; and I have wrote this Account upon Oath, that whoever 
reads it may know it to be true. Written with my own Hand. 

(Signed) Moonlhee Merun. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council* 


N" 17 a. ^ 

TRANSLATION of the Depofitions of Mcer Ahmttd Ally, Subadar in the Battalion of 
Captain Williams, and Doond Sing, Subadar.— The Deponents fworn before Chief Jufticc Sir 
Elijah Impey, November 26th, 1781. 

We, Meer Ahmud Ally, Subadar in the Battalion of Captain Williams, and Doond Sing, 
Subadar of Grenadiers in the Battalion of Mqor Macdonald, do fwear (one) upon the fecred 
Koraun, and (the other) by the Ganges, &c. to the (Truth of the) following Depofition, 
which we give in Writing, That on the 7th of the Month September, Mr. Gordon, with Four 
Companies of Sepoys, and a Hundred Horfc of the Ruffeuleh of Ruzza Beg Khaun, did march from 
the Ghaut of Icnoorau toward Taundeh, and we (the Deponents) were along with him. From 
our fetting out, till our Arrival at Taundeh, Thoufands of Country People furrounded us on 
every Side, with Intention to cut off the Troops and the Baggage ; fo that we were continually 
engaged both with Swords and Small Arms the whole Way ; but as the Order of March waa 
well regulated, the Enemy could not fuccecd in their Attempts upon the Army. After Ikir- 
wifhing throughout the whole March, by which feveral of the Enemy were killed, we arrived in 
Safety, about Two o’Clock in the Afternoon, on the Bank of the Nulla of Turah, which runs 
wneath Taundeh ; after our Arrival there, Mr. Gordon wanted to crofs the Nulla, and halt in 
Taundeh, and he gave us Orders to crofs the Nulla. We attempted to pafs over, but the Phouz- 
^r of Taundeh, by Name Shumfhare Khawn, hearing that Mr. Gordon was about to crofs the 
Nulla, prepared Three Guns, and Three or Four Tomuns of Matchlock Men, who were fta- 
tioned with him, and pofted them at the Ghaut, and they pointed the Guns toward the Troops 
of Mr. Gordon; and the Foujdar gave Orders not to permit a fmgle Man belonging to that 
Lcntlcman to crofs. Although Mr. Gordon wrote a Letter to the faid Foujdar, it made no Sort 
®f Imprellion upon him; at laft the Evening came. It happened that Ruzza Beg Khawn had 

arrived 
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N* 3# arriv€d alone on fome Bufinefs, before this Affair, and crofled over to Taundch. The Cavairv 
belonging to the faid RulTaulehdar, before any one elfe, fwam their Horfes acrofs the River, and 
fled. The Sepoys feeing Thoufands of Country People advancing, on one Side j the Ghaut 
fhut up by the Foujdar Shumlharc Khaun, who would allow no one to pafs, on the other j and that 
theCavalry who accompanied them were dilperfed and gone ; gave up at once their Steadinefs and Re- 
folution, and taking otf their Coats, and throwing down their Arms, turned themfelves to Flight 
until Mr. Gordon was left with only Ten or Eleven Men, for all the reft had fled. At this Time 
Khauli Purfliaud, Mr. Scott’s Bengali, who refided at the Cotty in Taundeh, by a Thoufand 
Supplications and Entreaties, obtained an Order from the Foujdar fur one Boat, which he fent over 
Mr. Gordon was then alone on the Bank; he was forced to crofsj and all the Baggage belonging 
to him and Followers was plundered. * 

(Signed by) Meer Ahmud Ally, 

and Doond Sing. 

A true Copy from the original Tranllation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N" i8 a. 

TRANSLATION of the folemn Declaration of the Ranni Goolaub Koour, made on the 
1 2th Day of November 1781, before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey. 

On the 27th of Shaabun, Sunday, the Chiefs who came to Raumnuggur from Lutteef Ghur, 
appointed by Raja Cheit Sing, were Muchundi and Rhaum Buhoh, and Blumun Sing, and 
Culliaun Sing, and Baut Kifliun Huzzari, and Suddar Sing, a Follower of Raum Jeawein, and 
Raum Shewuh, a Follower of Ycaub Sing, and Dildar Hoofein Khaun, and Nuzzar AIhruff, 
with their own Parties. 

On the next Morning, which was Monday the 28th of Shaabaun, the above-named Chiefs had 
an Engagement at Raumnaggur, with the Companies which came from the Fort of Chunar j at 
Two Phers and a Half of the Day, (12 P. M.) thofe Companies were defeated, and the Intel- 
ligence was immediately fent to Lutteef Ghur; and at one Phur of the Night, (Nine o’Clock) 
Bauboo Soojaun Sing having left Lutteef Ghur, with Gholaum Hoorein Kaun, and Tyze Ulla 
Khaun, arrived that fame Night at Raumnaggur, when two Gurries of it remained. 

T ucfday the whole Day he was employed m Preparations, and in Rationing the above-men- 
tioned Chiefs, and in loading Bamboo Ladders on the Boats, and Guns upon the Pinnace. And 
he gave Orders to the Chiefs and the Troops, that at Twelve at Night, on Wednefday, they 
fhould crofs and attack the Governor General, and the other Englilh Gentlemen who refided in 
Mhadoodans’s Garden. All the Inhabitants of Raumnuggur, as well as me, faw and heard thefe 
Particulars. 


With refpeft to Cheit Sing’s having, from of old, an improper Cor- 

rcfpondcnce with the Begums at Lucknow, and the Rajah of Bhiraiche, and Goruchpour, the 
Declaration of the above Ranni is as follows ; Since Two Years, on account of the Enmity of 
Cheit Sing tome, I had left Raumnaggur, and refided in another Dwelling; and Cheit Sing 
had always a^l:ed towards me with fuch Enmity and Oppofition as cannot be deferibed ; how, 
therefore, Ihould he have acquainted me with his Corrcfpondences ? — but I have heard from Re- 
port, that he had in many Places improper Corrcfpondences. However, it is very plain that 
he had an Enmity towards the Governor General ; becaufe, whenever he learned any thing to the 
Prejudice of the Governor, from the Letter of his Vakeels, or the Reports of ill-defigning Per- 
Ibns, he ufed to rejoice : — this is known by all the Inhabitants of Raumnuggur. Accordingly, 
when the Governor General was lately coming from Calcutta towards this Quarter, the Raja and 
his Companions ufed to fay, ” the Governor has been difplaccd, and is making his Efcape to 
” Hindoftan.” Befides, from the Raja’s going to Buxar to meet him, with the greatcl^ Prepa- 
rations, his Intention plainly appears. 

(Signed by the Rani Goolaub Koour.) 


The Ranni’s Signature. 
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NM5. a. 2^0^^ 

translation of the Depofition of Gudjratije Sing.— The Deponent fworn before Chief 

Jufticc Sir Elijah impey, November lath 1781. 

I Gudjrauic Sing, the ancient Kcllaadar of Raumnuggur from the Time of the cleoeafed Rajah 
Bulwund Sing, do decide and give in Writing without Referve, (confidering God to be preftHt 
and a Witnefs) all that I have done, feeh, or heard, to the following EfFcft : 

On the Day Aat the Engagement happened between the Forces which came from Chunar and 
the Troops of Rajah Cheit Sing, I was in Readinefs in the Fort of Raumnuggur, with the Bur- 
kundauzes with their Matches lighted. When the Chunar Army had been defeated, a Budeerow 
from the Weftward came near the Gaut of Buklhi Suddanund. Having obferved it from the 
Fort, I went out by the Wicket Gate, which is to the Southward, with Seven or Eight Burkun- 
daiizes; the Powers, and other People belonging to the Budgerow, on feeing this, leaped into 
the Water, and the Gentleman was killed by the Stroke of a Sword from the Men who accom- 
panied me. About this Time I received Intelligence that the Rajah’s Cavalry, who oppofed the 
Chunar Army, had fled ; upon this I was greatly confuled, and was delirous of carrying the 
Budgerow under the Fort, but the People ofBukklhi Suddanund took Poflefllon of the Budoerow 
and declared that they would keep it, as it had come to their Ghaut. Two Burkundauzes 
brought from the Budgerow Two Mufleets and fome Cloths, and of my People took One Muf- 
ket, whilft the Burkundauzes took more Cloth and Arms. From thence I went to my Charge 
in the Fort. “ 

My further Depofition is as follows On the Night of the fame ,Day that the Army from 
Chunar was defeated, about Two Ghurries of the Night remaining, Bauboo Soojaun Sing .ar- 
rived from Lutteefghur, at Raumnuggur. I heard from feveral Perfons, that the faid B.aiiboo 
had given Orders to his Troops and Chiefs, to make a Night Attack on the Governor General, 
and the other Gentlemen who were in Mhadoodaus’s Garden. Accordingly, he employed his 
Troops in bringing Bamboo Ladders, and loading them on Boats, and every one was preoaring 
for the Attack. r r » 

I fwcar, that whatever is written in this Paper is true. 

(Signed by) Gudjrajc Sing. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


A. 


Captain William Davy, private Perfian Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, &c. See. maketh Oath, and faith, That he undcr- 
ftands the Language fpoken by the Deponent, Hindoo Sing ; and that he faithfully and truly ex- 
plained to the faid Deponent the Contents of the annexed Affidavit, in the Hindoftan Language, 

being the Language of the faid Hindoo Sing, before the faid Hindoo Sing had fworn the 
fame. 


N" 4. 


Sworn before me, this lath Day of 
December 1781. 

(Signed) E. Impey. 


(Signed) Will"’ Davy. 


A true Copy of the origind Affidavit. 

(Signed) Ei Nay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


The Depofition of Hindoo Sing, Adjutant at Buxar, fays. That the People under the Govern- 
luent of Cheit Sing gave many Proofs of their Difaffeftion to the Engliffi— That about Two 
Months before the Arrival of the Governor General at Buxarj Two Sepoys belonging to the Fort 
01 Buxar obtained Leave of Abfcnce, and did not return**-That Soojaum Sing, the Brother of the 
R^ah Cheit Sing, took them into his Service^ and made one of them a Havaldar, and the othef 
a Naig— That he received undoubted Information, which was afterwards confirmed by Defertioni 
•rom the Garrifon, that Soojaun Sing tutored the Two Deferters to entice away the Englifh 
SuF, Sei. Com. Rep. II. Qjq Sepoys 



A P P E N D -I X, N* I. 

ji. Sepoys from Buxar, promifihg to make them Havaldars and Officers if they would enter into h;, 
Service; in confequcnce of which, Seven Sepoys deferted, and entered the Service of thefajj 
Soujan Sing ; and that many more would have followed but that proper J^afures were taken to 
Went them. The Deponent alfo fays. That long before this, when Sir ^wX^te was on hi, 
Way to Lucknow, Three Sepoys were fent to purchafe Grain at Balleah, in the ^untry of t[i« 
Rajah; that they applied to the Foujdar of the Place for his Affiftance in purchafmg the faij 
Grim ; which he not only refufed, but caufed them to Ixaten aJmoft to Death ; that their Tur. 
bans and Bayonets were taken away ; and that no Satisfaftion could ever be obtained for this In. 
iufticc and Infult to the Englilh Government, nor was the Foujdar called to Account for his Con- 
duft. The Deponent further fays. That when the Rajah came to Buxar to meet the Governor 
General, he had with him a Fleet of Boats, in Number of Eighty or JEightv^five, on bowd 
which were embarked, according to the Information which he obt^ned, Two thouCxnd or 
thoufand Five hundred Men, Sepoys and Matchlocks, with Four Guns ; that he came to, ^d 
encamped on, the Northern Side of the River, oppofitc to Buxar ; and that he had feveral Bodies 
of Cavalry on the Road, on the fame Side of the River^Says, that the Rajah came to Buxar to 
fee the Governor General; that he brought with him only Fifty or Sixty People, but that they 
' were all his Relations and particular Friends, on whom he depended; and that they were 
all armed. The Deponent further fays. That when Hoftilities commenced between the Rajah 
and the Englilh, the Sepoys and others who happened to be in the Rajah’s Country, were 
all driven out, and the Road on both Sides the River fo completely Ihut up, that no Individual 

could pafs ^That Four or Five thoufand Matchlock Men were to be colleded by Two Brothers, 

Dcir Sing and Beir Sing, at Seringa, agreeably to Orders from the Rajah; and that the faid Rajah 
wrote Direftions to the faid Deir Sing and Beir Sing, and to the Kellaakdar of Seringa, to reduce 
die Fort of Buxar, and to eftablilh his Government in that Country. 

The Deponent further fays. That about Twelve Months ago Three European Gentlemen were 
attacked at Beerpoor, in the Country of the Rajah, about Five Cofs from Buxar ; that One of the 
Gentlemen was defpcratelv wounded ; that a Seijeant, a Jummadar, and Fifty Sepoys, were fent 
from Buxar to feize the Zemindar, but without ElFedt— That Complaints were made to the Ri- 
jah, but no Redrefs could ever be obtained. 


Sworn before me (the Contents being firft 
explained to the Witnefs by William Davy, 
Enquire, in the Ilindoftanee Language) 
this 9th Day of December 1781, 

(Signed) E. Impey. 


(Signed by) 


Hindoo Sing. 


A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourabli’ 
Governor General and Council. 


N" ij. *• 

Captain William Davy, private Pcrfian Secretary to the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efqulu', 
Governor General of Bengal, &c. &c. upon Oath faith. That he is acquainted with riif 
Language fpoken by the Perfons who made the annexed Depofuions, verbally, from each of laid 
Deponents his feparate Dcpofition ; and that he has rendered them faithfully into Fwiglifli, to the 
belt of his Knowledge and Judgment ; and that he has faithfully explained to faid De- 
ponents, in their own Language, to each his proper Dcpofition, the Contents of laid annexed 
Depofition. 

Sworn before me this 3d Day of 
December 1781, 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honouranle 
Governor General and CouneJ- 
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B. N° e- 

•-» *• 5* 

DEPO'^T'tON of Sheik Mahmud Amcin Mhicer, late a Commandant in the Sehricc 6f 

Cheyt Sing. 

Upon'his Oath fays, He was the Servant of Cheyt Sing ; that he tommandfed a BatMlion of 
Eleven hun'dfed and Ttfty Sepoys in hts Service j that he accompanied Cheyt Sing when he went 
to Buxar to meet thc'Gov^rnor General j thanhere was with Cheyt Sing at that Timei the fol- 
lowing armed Force, T-wO hundred and I'wcnty-cight Sepoys under the immediate Command of 
this Deponent, Six hundred 'Matchlock Men . under the Qsmrriand of Supiifbn Sing, and Three 
hundred Pcadahs, or Swosd Men, called Huzzooei or Guards ; -that the abovementioned Troops 
accompanied the Rajah in Boats ; and that the faid Rajah Cheyt Sing was alfo attended by a Body 
of Six hundred Cavalry, under different Leaders j that the Cavalry marched down on the Southern 
Bank of the Ganges, and direded their Movements by the Motion of the Fleet of Boats in which 
the Rajah and his Infantry were embarked : That when the Rajah Cheyt Sing arrived at Gauze- 
poor, he was joined hy Ballumdaus the Aumil, and^he-Dewan Ruggoobur Dial j and that when 
he proceeded on from there, a -Detachment of Cavalry and Matchlock Men (ftationary Troops 
at Gouzepoor'J in Number about Five hundred, accompanied the Rajah, marching along the 
Northern Bant of the River in the fame Manner as the Troops on the oppofite Side, moving 
when the Fleet moved, and halting when they halted j that the R^ah arrived, and encamped on 
the Northern Side of the Ganges, oppofite the Fort of Buxar j that the Governor General ar- 
rived at Buxar the next Day ; that the Rajah crofTcd the River, and waited upon him ; that he 
returned tovhis Canrip, and about Three o'clock in the Afternoon pat his People and Fleet in Mo- 
tion, returning as he had went, and the Troops on the Bahlck of ri^ie Riy'er accompanying the Boats ; 
that the Governor General proceeded the next Mining, and came up "wlfh the Rajah at Za- 
niunneah, about Twenty Cofs from Buxar j that the R^ah again waited On the Governor General 
on board his Boat, and that the Govorfior General then proofed on before the Rajah, the Rajah 
following at the Diftance of Four or Five Cofs, until they teached Benares $ that thfe Governor 
General went to the Garden of Mahadeadoiist sotd the to Seivale Ghaut, his armed People 
taking their Station on the Neighbourhood j that his (the Deponent’s) People did not arrive with 
the Rajah, but that he joined him with Fifty Sepoys, and to^ his Station near to Scwaule ; that 
Two Companies of Sepoys alfo joined the Rajah from Ramnagur. — The Deponent further fays. 

That on the Day that the Three Gentlemen and the Two Companies of Englifh Sepoys came to 
the Rajah, and the Circumftanoc of his Arreft was known, the Rajah’s People (who were then 
Rationed round Sewaulc) to the Number of about Four thoufand, armed and prepared for Aftion j 
• that at this Time Muntar Sing, SeWamur Sing, and Rurtkoo Sing, went to the Rajah : That the 
Difturbance and Difpute at the Gate ran high, and encreafed every Moment : That the Huzzoorus, 
Peadahs, and others, with their Arms, got upon the Choppers which were crefted againft the Wall 
on the Outfide j that the Matchlock Men fired upon a Company who were without Sewaule ; 
that the Deponent counted Seven Matchlocks which were fired, and ftw a Sepoy fall by the Firft 
Shot ; that the Moment the Firing was heard, the Rajah’s People forced their Way Sword in Hand 
into the Sewaule, and cut the Gentlemen and Sepoys to Pieces j that the Rajah Cheyt Sing cf- 
caped during the Conflift to Ramnagur, and from thence to Lutteefpoor. 

The Deponent further fays, That after the Detachment from Chunar were rcpulfcd hear Ram- 
nagur and obliged to retreit, that Soujan Sing and the Bukhlhee Suddaunund arrived with Troops 
at that Place, and that by Orders from the Rajah they prepared Scaling Ladders, &c. in order teJ 
nuke a Night Aflault on the Garden of Mhadoodaus ; that Boats were prepared, and Guns and 
Troops marched down to the Ghaut of Aufi Sungum j that the Sepoys belonging to the Depo- 
nent refufed to crofs the River until they had obtained fome Refrclhment, having been without 
Food for Two Days; that the Night palTcd away without any thihg being done; and that the 
Governor General on that Night quitted Benares, and arrived at Chunar j that Soujan Sing and 
Suddaunund Bukhlhee wrote a Complaint to Cheyt Sing againft the Troops under the Command 
of the Deponent the next Morning; and that SoUjauh Sing fent a Company of his own Sepoys 
to take PoffelBon of the Garden of Mhadoodaus; that they plundered the Property of the Gentle- 
men at that Place, and returned to Ramnagur. 

The Deponent further fays. That the following is, to the beft of his Memory, a true Lift of 
the Forces with Rajah Cheyt Sing; thofc on the regular Eftablilhmcnt* thofc newly entertained; 
and thofevwho came in to his Afliftancei 


LIST 
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* j 

N* 5* LIST of the Eftablilhed Forces in the Service of Chcyt Sing; 


Cavaltv — — — 

Body Guards, or feleft Troops, Cavalry and Infantry 
Sepoys — — — 

Matchlock Men <->1 

Attached to Bullum Dans — «-■ 

With Soujaun Sing — >— 

Sepoys and Artillery Men with Two Guns — 

With Munnear Sing — — . 




Nuaber. 

— 


1,700 


— 

700 


... 

1,150 



1,800 

Horfc 300! 
Foot tool 

Total 

800 

Cavalry and infantry 

500 

— 



Cavalry and Infantry 

700 


7»690 


Troops entertained after the Arival of Chcyt Sing at Luttufpoor. 


Firft, entertained at Luttufpoor — Matchlock Men and Sword Men 2,000 
Second, — Nujieeo — Sword Men from Lucknow — s,ooo 


Troops alTembled from different Places. 

Infantry and Cavalry with Juggurdeave Sing — 

Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Order from Rajah 
D” with Gooman Sing, fent for by the Rajah ■— —• 

'D® from the Foujadar of Bidduivy — 

Rarypoots of the Tribe of Kugbunfie from Kurraukut — 

With Dillun Sing, Foujdar of Mukurun Baudlhaahpood Mate — 
Cavalry and Infantry arrived with Ruzza Rool Khaun ■— 

Raujpoots collefted from Agoree and Purwah by Dea Lutchoo 
D® of the Tribe of Cummur collefted by Soojan Sing — 

Sword and Matchlock Men with Ranju Owun — 



500 

1,200 

500 

1,000 

3 »ooo 

1,500 

300 

500 

1.000 

2.000 

———11,500 


Total Troops in the Service of Chcyt Sing — * 22,190 

To which are to be added Hulbandmen and Adventurers who took up Arms, making the fore* 
going Number amount to near 40,000 Men. 

(Signed) Shiek Mahmud Amecn Mhucr. 

Sworn (the Contents being firft explained to 
the Deponent by William Davy, Efquire) 
this jd Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 

Governor General and Council. 


C. 

DEPOSITION of Sheik Hufllin Ullah, Jemmadar, relative to the AAion at 
Sewaulc Gaut, at which Period he was Havildar and Orderly with Lieutenant Stalker. 

The Deponent upon his Oath fays. He was one of thofe who attended Mr. Markham and 
Lieutenant Stalker when they went to the Raja Cheyt Sing at Sewaule Gaut, with about Fifty 
orderly Sepoys, armed with Swords only ; that a Ihort Time afterwards Two Companies of Sepoys 
arrived under the Command of Lieutenants Scott and Symes ; that Mr. Markham returned 
from the Raja’s with about Thirty of the Orderlies j that he, the Deponent, continued during 
the Whole of the fucceeding Tranfaiftion near to Lieutenant Stalker j that he faw Lieute- 
nants Scott and Symes enter Sewaule with their Swords drawn, and fliortly after obferved Guards 
pofted in different Places, from which he difeovered for the firft Time that the Raja was in Arreft j 
that after the Departure of Mr. Markham there were prefent Meffrs. Stalker, Scott, and Symes, 
with Seven or Eight Sepoys (Orderlies) attending juft without the Apartment, where they were 
fcaced wjth the Raja; that feveral of the Raja’s People, and all armed, to the Number of Forty, 
were feated without the Purdahs j that Gentries were pofted round the Building ; and that the Two 
Cumpanies remained without the Inner Gate } that many of the Raja’s Peons, to the Amount of 

6 about 
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about Three hundred, were ftfletttbled in the fame Place ; that fevcral Notes were fent off by N® c 
Lieutenant Stalker, and One not received by him j that about Twelve o'Clock at Noon the 
Raja defired Permiflion to peiiG|||i his Ablutions, which was refufed, unlcfs he would fend for 
Water and perform them on thebpot, which he did accordingly j that before tKis Period the 
Raja's Peopk between the Outer Gate and that which led immediately to the Building, made 
Two difierent Attempts to force the Way through the Inner Gate, but were kept back by the 
Two Companies who were polled there j that Lieutenant Stalker once went himlclf to the Gate 
and ftruck one of the Raja’s People, who was endeavouring to force his Way in ; that the Raja’s 
People appeared to be highly irritated, and that the Subadars of the Companies found it neceflary 
to fix Bayonets — Says, that Meffrs. Scott and Symes accompanied Lieutenant Stalker on this Oc- 
cafion, but that he, the Deponent, continued near the Raja with Three or Four Sepoys, by Orders 
of Lieutenant Stalker j that he neverthelefs faw what paffed through the Stone Lattice, which 
furrounded the Building; that at this Period the Raja font his Bucklhee to forbid his* People 
from making any Difturbance, and the Affair fubfided ; that the Gentlemen returned to the Raja. 

This Deponent further fays. That after the Raja had finilhed his Ablutions, he retired to a Stone 
Pavilion, or Sort of Ballion, to perform his Devotions i that Three or Four orderly Sepoys were 
direfted to attend him at a fmall Dillance, to obferve his Motions (the Officers continuing in 
their Places); that at this Period a Chobdar (named Cheyt-Raum) came from Mr. Markham, and 
delivered a Meffage to Mr. Stalker ; and that the faid Chubdar afterwards went to the Raja 
CheytSing, who was Hill at Devotions; that he appeared, by his Manner and the Loudnefs of his 
Voice, to be fpeaking infultingly and paffionatcly to the Raja ; that at this Period a Report of 
Matchlocks was heard, and Oncof the Subadars, Bilhun Sing, called out to the Officers, that they 
were fired upon by the Raja’s People from Wall ; that the Gentlemen llarted from their 

Seats and drew their Swords ; that Lieutenant Stalker rulhed forward towards the Gate, and that 
Lieutenants Scott and Symes attempted to follow him ; that the Moment the Firing commenced 
from the Outer Wall, the Two Companies were attacked by the Three hundred Peons in the 
Space between the Two Walls with them ; at the fame Inftant the Officers and their Orderlies 
were attacked by the Forty of the Rajah’s People (faid to be within the Building at the Beginning 
of this Depofition) that the beforementioned Subadar Bilhun Sing forced his Way through the 
Inner Gate, with about Twenty Sepoys, to the Affiftance of the Officers ; that the Paffage was 
f(»n flopped up by the Number of Dead and Wounded in the Gateway ; that after the Commu- 
nication was cut off, the A6lion was Hill continued both within and without ; the Two Com- 
panies Hill fired upon from the Outer Wall; that the Deponent faw Lieutenant Stalker defend 
himfelf with great Refolution with -a Sword, which he had taken from one of bis Sepoys ; that 
the Deponent himfelf in a Ihort Time received fcveral Wounds, and fell ; that he fainted, and 
therefore has no further Knowledge of what paffed during the Remainder of the Aflion, or how 
the Rajah made his Efcape ; that when he recovered his Senlcs he faw Lieutenant Stalker lying 
dead near him, with many of the Sepoys ; that he heard a Firing, which one of the Wounded 
told him proceeded from a Company of Sepoys, who were driving off the Rajah’s Matchlock- 
men; that he, the Deponent, continued on the Ground the whole Night, but was removed the 
next Morning to the Garden of Mahdoodas, 

The Mark + Sheik Huffen Ulla, Jemadar. 

Sworn before me (the Contents being firft 
explained to the Deponent by W" 

Davy, Efquirc) this 3d Day of Decem- 
ber 1781, 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


D. 

The DEPOSITION of Bilhun Sing Subadar, relative to the Aftion at Scwaulc Ghaut. 

Upon his Oath, fays, That in the Morning of , Lieutenants Scott and Symes gave Orders 

that Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys Ihould be got ready ; that the Companies were imme- 
diately paraded, and that the above Gentlemen marched with them to Sewauli, where the Rajah 
Cheyt Sing relided; that L,ieutenant Symes with One Company took Poll within the Firft Gate ; 
that the Company under Lieutenant Scott ftationed themfelves at the Inner Gate; that Lieu- 
tenant Stalker ordered him to poll a Guard of a Havildar and Twelve Sepoys at the fmall Gate 
leading to the River, and another Guard at the Gate opening from thence into Sewauli ; that 
he polled Guards as he was ordered ; that he fent out a Havildar to fee what Number of Men 
were within the neighbouring Gardens and Cantonments, and what they were about; that the 
Havildar brought back Information, that the Raja’s People were all arming themfelves, and 
Sup. Sit. Com. Rep. II. R r loading’ 
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K® <. tlicir Matchlocks ; that he , conltriUnicated this r IhttlUgi?A€c to 'Lleuteriant Stalker, jtfjrj 

added, that the Rajah’s People were certainly preparing to attack them ; that at this Period, th 
Rajah’s Buckhlhce arrived ■, that he went in to Cheyt Sing, and^Hlit he few him make a Motion whh 
his Hand as.ofje ftriking with a Sword ; that the Deponent few this from the Inner where he 
yras (landing ; that Cbeyt Sing's People became turbulent, exclaiming on all Sides, that they 
(the Englifli) had made their Rajah a Prifoner, and calling out to attack them; that he found it 
necelTary to order the Sepoys to fix their Bayonets, and that he fent Information to Lieutenant 
Stalker, that they were about to be alTaultcd ; in confcquence of which, Lieutenant Stalker came 
put to the Place where Lieutenant Symes was pofted with his Company; that Lieutenant S)7ncs 
pointing to the Rajah’s People with his Hand, told Lieutenant Stalker, that thofe 'Pepplc were 
going to attack him ; that Lieutenant Stalker fpoke to the Rajah’s People and returned, and 
that the Clamour in fomc Meafure fubfided ; that at this Jundure Munnear Sing and his Son 
Munkoo Sing, and Souamur Sing, arrived, and feated themfelves by the Rajah ; that at this 
Inftant, an Hircarrah brought Intelligence to the Rajah, that another Company of Englifh 
Sepoys were coming from Murwarri, and that they were arrived near at Hand ; that at this 
Period, one of the Raja’s Matchlock Men fired at the Company which was advancing; that the 
Moment the Report of the Matchlock was heard, the Rajah’s People within, Who were alarmed 
became very turbulent ; the Noile and Confufion increafed, and Lieutenant Scott came out and 
enquired into the Caufe of it ; that the Adion immediately commenced within, and that Lieu- 
tenant Stalker called out to the Deponent to enter with his Company ; that he attempted to 
obey the Orders which he had received, but that the Attack at that Inliant began ■without the 
Inner Gate alfo ; that it was no longer poflible to enter with his Company; that he ncvcrthclefs 
forced his Way in with about Twenty Sepoys; that Nohun Sing, Subadar Moulnuvi, and Cheyt 
Raum (Mr. Markham’s Chobdar) were firft cut down ; fhat Munnear Sing ftruck at Lieutenant 
Stalker with his Scymetar, but without Effed; that Lieutenant Stalker made a Thindl at 
Munnear Sing with his Sword, without EfFed alfo ; that Lieutenant Stalker threw the Sword 
from his Head, and took a Scymetar from one of his orderly Seperys, with which he continued 
the Adion. That Nunkoo Sing afterwards made a Stroke at Lieutenant Stalker; that the 
Rajah’s People, who were now affembled in great Numbers both within and without, charged the 
Englifh Sepoys Sword in Hand, and continued the Attack till Lieutenants Stalker and Scott with 
all the Sepoys were cut down ; that the Deponent’s Arm was ftruck off by the Blow of a 
Scymetar ; that he received feveral other Wounds, and at laft fell, and that he continued there 
among the Dead and Wounded, until a Company of Sepoys came and carried off thofe who re- 
mained alive. . 

The Mark of Be.lhun Sing Shubadar, 

Sworn before me, (the Contents being firft 
explained to the Deponent by William 
Davy, Efquire) this 3d Day of December 
1781. 

(Signed) E. Empey. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


E. 

DEPOSITION of Ruggoobur Sing, orderly Sepoy to Lieutenant Stalker. 

The Deponent (upon his Oath) fays. He went with Lieutenant Stalker and Mr. Markham, 
to Scwaule, where the Rajah Cheyt Sing refided, and that he went with him into the Prefence of 
the Rajah ; that (hortly after Two Companies of Sepoys .arrived, with Two Gentlemen, whofe 
Names the Deponent does not remember, being a newly enlifted Sepoy ; that thefe Two Of- 
ficers came in and continued with the Rajah and Lieutenant Stalker; that he the Deponent 
was direfted by Lieutenant Stalker to attend, with Three other orderly Sepoys, in the Apartment 
where the Officers were fitting with the Rajah ; that the reft of the orderly Sepoys remained 
without the Purdahs, which were let down in the Front of the Apartment ; that he was ac- 
quainted with what paffed without the Gate, where the Two Companies were, or what People 
were there on Part of the Rajah. The Deponent does not rccollefl, nor can he, he fays, relate 
the Circumftanccs which paffed before the Atuck commenced; but in Reply to a Queftion put 
to him, Whether Mr. Markham’s Chodbar, Cheyt Raum, fpoke to the Rajah ? He fays, That 
Chubdar brought a Note to Lieutenant Stalker at the Time when the Riqah’s people without 
were endeavouring to enter; that he delivered the Note to Lieuterraiit Stalker ; tlfet at this 
Time the Noife and Confufion at the Gateway was'Vcry great ; that the Chobdar went from 
Lieutenant Stalker towards Cheyt Sing, who was then fitting at tlie Place where he pcifformed 
his Devotions; that he told him to order his People to defift ; that he, (the ChttbdarV 
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»« Cht^tRaum, aird -was Kut the^t SiAgj ‘ 4 hd that ' if he did not ini’ke his 

i‘ People defift, he would confiiw him."— Says, He was an Ear Witnefs to the foregoing that it 
was at this Moment the Firing dm heard and the Attack began } that Lieutenant Stalkc^s Hir- 
carrah had his Sword ; that he called to this Deponent to give him his Sword, "which Ke did" 
and ftood behind Lieutenant Stalker by his Orders, with the Scabbard in his Hand, until that 
Officer fell; that he was foon after cut down himfclf t that he was deprived of Senfe, and knows 
nothing of what pafled afterwards. 

The Mark of + Rdggoobur Sing, Sepoy. 

Sworn before me, (the Contents being firft 
explained to the Depopent by William 
Davy, Efquirc) this 3d Day of December, 

(Signed) E. Empey. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


A. N" 6. 

Captain William Davy, private Perfiafi Trandator to the Honourable \yarrcn Raftings, pq. 
vernor General at Fort Willfam ihlScn^al, iStc, maketh Oath an'd (aith, That he underftands the 
Perfian Language, and that the Englilh Paper hereunto annexed, is a true and faithful Trahflate 
of the Perfian Verfion of the original Hindoo Depofition, both hereunto annexed, to the beft of 
this Deponent’s Skill and Belief. 

(Signed) Wm. Davy. 

Sworn before me this lath 
Day of December 1781, , ^ 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. flay. 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


fi. 

translation bf the Depofifion of Rdunteh Daus, rendcreti into Englint froib,;^ 
Perfian Verfion bf the Original in the Jiindod Language, written ^y Bupni, Mu^ Moonfidfii 
according to tl^e Interpretation of feabbo Jugt Sing. — The Deponent, apd tlie Writer qf, the 
Perfian Tranflate, fworri before Sir Elijah Impey, one on the dd, and the other on the ^tn of 
December 178L 

On the Firft of the Month Rlimmuzaun, Wednefday, in the ajd Year, Baboo Soojaun Sing* 
appointing Diaraum Ameen, fent him to Benares ; Diaraum came,, and made a Proclamation 
through the City, that whoever protected in his Houfe the Dependants of the Englilh, or the 
Property of the Englilh, fliould be confidered as a Criminal, and his Houfe be feized. 

Written by Kauntch Ddus. 

A t^iie Cony. 

(Signed} E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


A. N' 7. 

Captain William Davy, private Perfian Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efq; 
Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, Scc^ &c. maketh Oath and faith. That he under- 
ftands the Hindoftaun Language, being the Language of the Deponents Dadjou Sirlg and 
Govind Raum Miflari and that he faithfully and truly explained to the faid Deponents, 
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the Contents of the annexed Affidavit, in the Hindoftaun Language, before they had fwom 
/* the fame. “ 

Sworn before me this aad ' 

Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) W" Davey. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


B. 

Dadjou Sing, and Govind Raum Miffar, make Oath, according to the Practices of their Reli- 
gion, and fay, That about the 1 2th of the Month Bhadoo, the Deponent Dadjou Sing received 
a Purwannah or Letter from the Raja Chyte Sing, dated the 4th of the faid Month Bhadoo; and 
that, about the 18th of the Month Shawwaur, the faid Deponent received a fecond Purwannah 
or Letter from the faid Raja Chyte Sing, bearing Date the 10th of the Month Showwawr; that 
both thofc Perwannahs or Letters were perufed by the Deponent Dadjou Sing, and Ihewn by him 
to the Deponent Govind Raum Miflar, who read them alfo j and that the faid Perwannahs or 
Letters were immediately fent to Mr. Graeme at Chuppera, by the Deponent Dadjou Sing. 

And thefe Deponents further fay. That having perufed the annexed Papers in the Hindoo 
Charadler, marked N* i and N* 2, they are the fame Perwannahs or Letters which the Depo- 
nent Dadjou Sing received as aforefaid from the Raja Chyte Sing. 

Sworn before me this aad 
Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) Dadjou Sing, 

Gobind Raum Miflar. 

(Signed) Warren HalHngs. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


C. 

Cwtain William Davy, private Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efqj Gover- 
nor General of Fort William in Bengal, &c. &c. maketh Oath and faith. That he underftands 
the Perfian Language, and that he received from Gomaunilob, a Hindoo, who he believes un- 
derftands both the Hindoo and Perfian Languages, a verbal Interpretation in Perfian of the an- 
nexed Papers, written in the Hindoo Language : And the Deponent further faith. That the Engliih 
Papers hereunto annexed, are true and faithful Tranflations of the faid Hindoo Papers, made 
from the verbal Interpretation in Perfian of the faid Gomauni Lai, to the bell of this Deponent’s 
Skill and Belief. 

Sworn before me the 12th 
Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) Wm. Davy. 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavits 
(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 
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T R AN S LA T I O N of a Letter from the Raja Cheyt Sing to Dodjou Sing, written In the N® 7, 
Hindoo Laogua|;e and Characters. This Verflon made from the verbal Interpretation of Go* ** 
mauni Lai, a Hindoo Moonlhee. 


N* I. 


Complimentary Introduction. 

Great Mifunderftandings have come to pafs between me and the Engliih j I therefore direCl 
you, with your People, to join me the Moment you fee this Order j every Encouragement and 
Support ftiall be given to you by me — Let your Mind be at reft, and come with Speed. 

Wherever you meet with either Europeans or Sepoys, plunder and cut them off— Confider this 
as particularly enjoined. 

Written the 4th of the Month Bhadoo, 

Superferibed by Cheyt Sing 7 Contents approved, 

in his own Hand, 3 

The Cover direCled to Dadjou Sing, and fealed with the Seal of the Rajah Cheyt Sing. 


A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N* 1. 

TRANSLATION of a Letter from the Rajah Chyte Sling, to Dadjou Sing, written in 
the Hindoo Language and Character. This Verfion made from the verbal Interpretation of 
Gomauni Lai, a Hindoo Moonlhee. 


Complimentary Introduction. 

It appears that you are united with the Englilh—I therefore write to you, that living as you 
do, under my Proteftion, the taking Part with them will be attended with bad Confcquences to 

yourfclf. J 

I direct that, immediately on the Arrival of this Order, you join the Rajah Tutteh Sing, and 
fee the Enemy } in this only you will find your Advantage«-»Confider the above as molt llriCtly 

enjoined. ’ ^ „ 

Written the loth of the Month Kuwwaur. 

If you aCl according to this Order, you will obtain Honour thereby. 

(Superferibed by Chyte Sing) The above is ftriClly injoined. 

The Cover directed to Dadjau Sing, and fealed with the Seal of the R*j* Chyte Sing. 

A true Copy of the original Tranflation, 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, 


N“ 8. 


r II F A F F I D A V I T of Lieutenant Colonel William Blair, taken before Sir Elijah Impey, 
Knight, Chief Jullicc of tlie Supreme Court of Judicature, at Fort William in Bengal. 

This Deponent, on his Oatli, faitli. That on the aift of Auguft 178 1 , to the beft f Jj* 
tion, about 8 o’Clock in the Morning, and fomething near an Hour after he 
for the 2d Battalion of the 6th Regiment to crofs the . River, and march 

tlon ,0 a Man "to t atuatorfX ■!.« hcTaSVft 

folio,-, „| Night, be ,L:,ioned tottal of the Leader. Name., whom A. Deponent 


Sap, Sel. Com. R*:r. il- 
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member, and fayi, that Ladders had been prepared at Pateeta for that Purpofc, and that a confi. 
derable Force was cxpcftcd to join tliofe at Ramnagur. The Deponent further faith, That at the 
, Time this Fellow gave him the above Information, he was going to the jcUm the, B^t^a^ 
paraded, and to expedite the Boats; and that he faw the fame Man upon the' Road, ai Was re- 
turning from the River Side. Lieutenant Colonel Blair further fauK, That a Ibor'f imfe bef6rc 
Dinner, on the fame Day, a Man was brought to him with Intelligerice, who was drefred like a 
Fakcer ; he feemed a middle-aged Man, and appeared very folicitous for the Safety of the Englifli ; 
His Information correfponded with the former, as to the Time that the F'ort was to be attacked; 
the Forces he faid could not in all confift of lefs than between Twenty Men, 

with Artillery ; that they were to be led on by the Rajah in Perfon, and were to co.me. frojn Lettef- 
porc, Ramnagur, and Pateeta. The Deponent remarlcs,,that this Man Ipdke fo much more than 
merely anfwcring (^leftions that were put tp him, that Ui is, joined to his feeming Anxiety for the 
Safety of the Knglim, created in the Deponent’s Mind great Doubts qf his Veracity, though he 
did not totally rejeCt his Information.' ‘The'Deponent her-e obferves, ’that', this Man, and aRo the 
Man that delivered the firft Intelligence, were perfeft Strangers to the Deportcni), and every Perfon 
about him ; and that, among other Queftions, he alked him what was his Inducement to come to 
him with fuch particular Information ? to which he anfwered, That he was a poor Man and expefted 
a Reward. The Deponent then told him, that if he called upon him next Day, he would moll un- 
doubtedly reward him accordingly. The Deponent further faith. That as far as he recollects, 
between Three and Four o’Clock the fame Afternoon, as he was obferving the laft of the before- 
mentioned Battalion eroding the River, his jemmadar Hircarrah came to him, and told him that 
it was the general Belief every where, that a large Army was upon the March, and was fuppofed 
would reach Chunar th.at Nighr, and that vaft Numbers of the Inhabitants were flying the Town; 
that he the Deponent warned the laid Jemmadar Hircarrah to beware of bringing or fpreading 
falfe Intelligence, as he Ihould anfwer for it with his Life ; his Anfwer was, that he fpoke nothing 
of himfelf. The Deponent, after having feen all the Battalion acrofs the River, and begun their 
March, ordered the Jemmadar Hircarrah to attend him to Camp. That as the Deponent was upon 
the Road, he met a young Man feemingly much out of Breath, but could not underftand what he 
had to fay, till he reached the Camp, when he called Captain Blair to interpret for him. The In- 
formation this Man gave was, that he was an Inhabitant of Pateeta and ufed frequently to come to 
Chunar upon his own Bufinefs ; that the Deponent’s Jemmadar Hircarrah knew him, which w'as 
acknowledged by the Jemmadar himfelf. He faid, that when he left Pateeta, there was about Six 
thoufand Men getting ready to march towards Chunar, and that he underftood that a very large 
Body was to follow from Lettefporc. The Deponent further faith. That, upon reflefting upon 
the various Intelligence he had received through the Day, he thought it neceflary to acquaint 
Captain Sparks and Captain Blair of his Apprehcnfions of an Attack being made that Night ; that 
he the Deponent faw Out-po(ls placed, and gave every neceflTary Infl:ru«5lion to prevent a Surprize, 
and to oppofe the Enemy with Vigour, as he was confeious that every Thing depended upon keep- 
ing the Field. The Deponent after this, when the Troops were turned out at Roll-calling, direft- 
ed Capta'ins Blair and Sparks to thank their Men in the Name of the Governor General for their 
late gallant Behaviour at Ramnagur, lamenting at the fame Time the great Lofs that they had 
fuftained by being imprudently led into a Place where they could not aft, but that he the Depo- 
nent was confident they could in the fair Field beat any Force that the Rajah could bring againft 
them ; that the Men expreflfed a perfeft Confidence and Readinefs to oppofe the Enemy if attacked, 
and the ChaflTeurs exprefled the greatell Eagernefs to embrace the firft Opportunity of revenging 
the Death of their Companions and Commandant ; and they remained upon their Arras all Night 
with the utmoft Che.arfulnefs. The Deponent further faith. That when the Governor General 
arrived at Chunar Ghur next Morning, and that he was told the Danger that threatened him 
and all the other Gentlemen at Benares, which he was perfeftly ignorant of before, it then crowd- 
ed upon his Mind, as no Enemy had made the leaft Attempt either upon the Camp or upon the 
Fort, that all thefe Pieces of Intelligence, which had been brought in tlie Day before, were en- 
tirely calculated for the Purpofe of detaining the Troops from being fent to Benares, and thereby 
favouring their Defign of attacking the Governor and Gentlemen there ; and the Deponent fays, 
that he is the more induced to this Belief, as he was not able next Day, or at any Time fince, to 
find the People that brought the Deponent this Intelligence, though every Endeavour was made 
to difeover them. 


Sworn this ad Day of December 
tySi, before me, 

(Signed) Elijah Impey. 


(Signed) W'" Blair. 


A true Copy of the original Tranflation. 

E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 
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; ' N*8. 

the affidavit of Gapub Patrick M'Dougall, taken before $« Elijah Iropey, 

Knight> Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. 

This Deponent, on his Oath, faith. That on the Evening of the aift Auguft 1781, after having 
crofled the River with his Battalion,in order to inarch to Benares, agreeable to Colonel Blair’s Orders, 
fcvcral People came and acquainted him, that there were Two thoufand armed Men ported in the 
Neighbourhood of Betty Bur, tooppofe.his marching to B^sparcs } and not doubting this Intelligence 
to be well founded, and Night approaching, took every Precaution to guard againft a Surpnle, 
and oppofc the Enemy j but meeting with no Oppofition on, his March there, or returning to 
Chunar Ghur, therefore concluded the Information to have been groundlefs. 

(Signed) Patk M‘Dougall. 

Sworn before me this ad Day 

of December 1781. 

(Signed) E. Impey. , . 

A true Copy of the original Tranrtation. - ’• 

E.Hay, 

Siib Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor peperal and Council. 


A. 


N° 9, 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, on his Oath, faith j That he left Luck- 
now on the 19th Auguft 1781, and joining the Nabob Vizier ^t about Ten Cofs diftanr, pro- 
ceeded with him to Benares, with an Intention to meet the Governor General, who was expefted 
Ihortly at Lucknow : That about Three or Four Days after his Departure, he heard of the Dif- 
turbance at Benares, and of the Maffacrc of Three European Officers, with a Number of Sepoys* 
at the Inftigation of Rajah Cheyt Sing, which prevented the Governor General’s fetting out for 
Lucknow, as he had intended j and on his Arrival at Doudnagur, on the 24th of the lame Month, 
we received imperfeft Accounts, through the Channel of the Vizier’s public Intelligence, of the 
Retreat of the Governor General and his Party to Chunar Ghur ; and the fame Accounts, as 
.well as many othprs, fet forth, that the Rajah Cheyt Sing had ifiued his moft pofitive Orders to all 
the Zemindars and Officers of his Government, to put every European to Death that they could 
lay hold of 5 to feize and feverely punilh any Natives who Ihould be found in the ServioB of of 
conneaed with the Englilh j and in general, to ufe every Means in their Power to promote an 
Infurreftion throughout the Country; for which they Ihould be liberally rewarded : That he had 
alfo written Purwannahs, or Letters, to many of the Zemindars of the Vizier’s Country, encou- 
raging them to raife Difturbanccs in their refpeftivc Diftrifts, and to affift him with Troops j 
for which he promifed them large Sums of Money : That this Rcp6rt was made to him re- 
peatedly, through various Channels, and implicitly credited not only by himfelf, but he firmly 
believes by the Vizier and every Man in his Retinue : That in confcqucnce of thefe Occur- 
rences, the Vizier, who had left Lucknow with a very fmall Force, determined to wait for Re- 
inforcements before he proceeded ; and accordingly, fummoning his Troops from all Quarters* 
halted at Huflanpore until they ioined him : That on the 31ft of faid Month he, this Deponent; 
in Company with the Vizier, left Huflanpore, and proceeded towards Chunar Ghur : 'I'hat on 
his Arrival at or near the Village of Goffee Gunge, he heard from feveral different Perfons, whole 
Names he docs not at prefent recolleft, that a Number of dead Bodies were feen, fome in a 
Well fituated near the Road Side, and others lying on the open Plain, partly covered with loofc 
Earth, or Sand, that had been thrown over them : That thefe Bodies were lu])poled and gene- 
rally believed to be the Bodies of Dauk Hircarrahs, and other Travellers dependant on the 
Englifli, who had been feized and murdered in confcqucnce of the aforefaid Orders of Rajah 
Cheyt Sing : That this Deponent did not fee the Bodies, but had not a Doubt of the i'rfttli of 
the Story, as it was mentioned by feveral Perfons at the Time they were paffing the Place, and 
afterwards by others who flopped to fee them: That in a fmall Mud Fort and Village near 
the Place where the Bodies were difeovered, he, this Deponent, heard from Almas Allty Cawri, a 
principal Farmer of the Nabob Vizier’s Revenue, that there were feveral hundred armed Med 
afl'etnbled in the Service of Rajah Cheyt Sing •, but for what particular Purpofe he diil not learn 5 
That fome Days after his (this Deponent’s) Arrival at Chunar, he was informed by I wo Hi rear- 
rails, who brought him an Exprefs from tlie Aumil of Allahabad, that in paffing, tiuough Gofiec 
Gunge they had feen the dead Bodies of Two Europeans, who they fuppofed had been murdered 
by the Inhabitants of that Place: That he heard at the Time, and believed, and does ftill be- 
lieve, that much Encourageme'nt, and fome adlual Aid in the railing d roops, was given Rajah 
Cheyt Sing by Balir Ally Cawn and Jewar AUy Cawh, the Two principal Eunuchs and Counlel- 
lors of the Mother Fayzabad j and that their Conduft, as well as that or thur De- 

pendj^ntSj dyripg tlie>Continy3ncc pf the^Pillurbances at Benares, manifcdcd a ilrong Difltfrcc ion 

J 
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to the EnglUh > Thet he further Iwd from his own Now-writer ftationed at Fayeabad, that a 
Vakeel, or Agent, frpm Rajah Cheyt Sing had been received at that Place, and avowed to remain 
under the ProteAion of the faid Eunuchs } but for what particular Purpofe, or what was the Na^ 
ture t^hif Commiffion or Negociatibn, this Deponent has not been able to difcover. 

(Signed) Nath* Middleton. 

Sworn this 37th Day of No- 
vember 1781, before me. 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Ho. 
nourable Governor. 


B. 

ALEXANDER HANNA Y, Efquire, Lieutenant Colonel, commanding a Corps of his 
Excellency the Vizier Afop ul Dowlah’s Sepws, on his Oath, declares, to the belt of his Re- 
membrance and Belief, the following Circumftanccs reipcfting the State of the Country he was 
ftationed in, and the Reports that prevailed there during the Months of September and Oftober 
1781 That, in Obedience to Orders he received from his Excellency the Nabob Vizier for that 
PUrpofe, on the aSth of Auguft 1781, he ilTucd Orders for forming a Detachment, confifting of 
One thoufand Sepoys, Four Guns, and Five thoufand Horfe, from the Troops under his Com* 
mand, to aflemblc at Akbarpore, on the Road leading to Jfuanporc : That Eight Companies of 
Sepoys, Two Guns, and about One hundred Horfe of the faid Detachment, were ordered to crofs 
the Grogra at the Chawra Gaut, and proceed to Akbarpore : That Two Companies of Sepoys, 
Two Guns, and the Remainder of the Horle, were ordered to crofs at Fayzabad, and encamp on 
the Rumna until the Arrival of the Deponent, who was from thence to march them to Akoar* 
pore, the appointed Rendezvous of the Detachment : That the Deponent arrived at Fyzabad on 
the Evening of the 7th of September, with the Intention of purfuing his March to Akbarpore 
the next Morning j but was detained, from the Horfemen having been feduced into the Town, 
where they were tampered with by the Servants and Agents of the Begums to decline proceeding 
further with him : That the Subedars of the Two Companies of Sepoys reprefented to him, that 
Guards were placed, faid by the Authority of the Begums, to prevent the Sepoys, or any one con- 
neded with the Englilh, from entering the Town j and upon Enquiry, it appeared that fuch 
Reprefentation was true : That the Deponent learnt from various, and what he deemed Informa* 
tion to be depended on, that the Agents of Rajah Cheyt Sing were publicly fuffered to raife 
Troops in Fayzabad j and that the Eunuchs of both Begums encouraged the People to enter into 
his Service, particularly Jewar Ally Cawn, who was reprefented to have gone into the Chouk for 
this Purpofe ; That the Deponent was credibly informed, that Two or Three Days before his 
Arrival at Fayzabad, a Man, named Shake Char, had marched from thence, in order to join Ra- 
jah Cheyt Sing, with about a Thoufand Horfe and Foot; and thatfeveral other Detachments had 
before proceeded from thence with the fame Defign. Thcfe Tranfaflions were of fo public 
Notoriety; and fo generally believed, that the Deponent deemed it his Duty to reprefent this Im>> 
propriety to the Begum, but could obtain no Anfwer. On the Evening of the 8th of September, 
the Deponent received a Letter from Lieutenant Gordon, who was on his March to join him at 
Akbarpore, informing him that he had been attacked on his March from Chowra Gaut by great 
Bodies of Men, aflembled to oppofe him ; and that on his Arrival at Tanda, the Condua of 
Shumihiac Chan, the Begum's Aumil of that Place, had cflTefled the Lofs of his Detachment, as 
appears from the following Copy of his Letter to the Deponent, relating the Circumftanccs of 
^hat unhappy Difaftcr ; 


COPY of a Letter from Lieutenant John Gordon to Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, 
dated at Tanda, the 10th of September 1781. 

t had the Honour to write you on the 8th Inftant, acquainting you with the Difafter which 
happened to my Detachment ; and I now beg Leave to lay before you the Particulars of that un- 
fortunate Affair. 

When I croffed the Gogra, on the 6th, at Chowra, with the Four Companies of Sepoys, and 
about Eighty Horfe, (in all near 400) I faw the Country was difaffefted; My Force, however, I 
judged to be quite fufficient to join you at Akbarpore; indeed, 1 did not conceive that-his Excel- 
lency’s Troops, marching tp join him by his Order, could meet with any Interruption. 

On the 7th, at Day-break, I marched ; and about Half a Mile from Chowra, where crofling a 
Nullah, where I had fent Boats Overnight, I obferved great Bodies of Men affembled to oppofe 
pny March : I immediately made what 1 judged to be the beft Difpofition of my fmall Corps ; 
aqtl the Behaviour of the Men did them great Credit ; for though during the Whole of the March 
I of 
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of Eight C6rs, we were attacked, and often furroundcd, by incredible Numbers of People, y«t we N* o 
conftantly beat them off, killing and wounding many of them j and arrived, with very little Lofs, 
about One o’Clock in the Afternoon, at the Teria Nullah, which runs by Tanda, bringing the 
Whole of our Bazar and Baggage in the moft complete Safety. I now imagined myfelf in a 
Friend’s Country, and intended croffing the Nullah, that my People might halt for the Day, and 
refrelh after their fatiguing March : For this Purpofe I ordered my Bazar and Baggage to be 
fent over, and Part of the Sepoys to ftand to their Arms ; A great Number of our Enemies were 
lUll in Sight ; but judge of my Surprize, when I was informed that the Boats were all on the 
other Side of the Nullah, and that none of them were permitted to crofs. I immediately wrote to 
the Begum’s Aumil, SKumlhirc Chan, acquainting him, that I was marching with the Vizier’s 
Troops, by his Orders, to join him ; that I was aftonilhed at his (lopping tlic Gaut, and defircd 
that he would fend Boats for the Tranfport of my Detachment. I’o this no Anfwer was made; 
but immediately Three Guns were brought near the Gaut, and pointed to us; and a Number of 
Kajubs were potted on the Banks of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if any Body palled. It 
is proper to remark here, that near the Gaut there were a great many large Boats belonging to 
Mr. Scott, whofe Gomallah, notwithftanding his moft carneft Entreaties, was prevented from 
fending them by Shumlhire Chan; and even the Plunder of his Faeftory and his Life were 
threatened, if he attempted it. When I found this to be tlie Cafe, I took PoficfTion of a very 
ftrong Ground, furrounded on Three Sides by the River and Nullah; on the Fourth Side, where 
only I could be attacked by the Country People, I ordered the Sepoys to make a Bieaft-W^ork, 
by piling up Planks, of which there were a great Number ; and as I had Ammunition and Provi- 
fions, I intended to wait there until I could procure Boats, or difeover a Ford. I was thus em- 
ployed. I found that Mahomed Reza Beg, the jemedar of Horfe, had fwam acrofs the Nullah, 

.and procured PcrmilTion for his People to follow him, which they immediately did. No Anfwer 
coming from the Fogedar, I defircd my Munche to go to him, and explain the Matter; he 
accordingly went to the Gaut, and demanding a Paflage, he was refufed, and infultcd in Terms 
the moft opprobrious to the Englifh. He returned; and telling me this, I ordered him to take 
an Elephant, and fwim over ; but when he attempted to enter the Nullah with the Animal, the 
Nujubs pointed their Matchlocks at him, and obliged him to defift; The Sepoys leeiu!: this, and 
tliat the Horfemen were permitted to fwim acrofs, naturally imagined that tlic Objeilion was to 
the Englifit only, and their Adherents ; they thought it fafeft to abandon me, wliom they muft 
have concluded to be devoted, and, throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed the 
Example of the Horfemen in fwimming acrofs the Nullal), making a Merit with Slniinfliire Chan 
of giving me up to my Fate. One of the Subadars reprefented to the others the Folly of their 
futfering for One Perfon ; and propofed to them to deliver me up to Sluimdiire Chan, or to the 
Country People; but this Propofal they rejefted with Scorn: The Defertion however w.is almoft 
complete; for in a little Time, of the Four Companies, not Twenty Men remained, including 
Officers. It was now almoft Evening, when Mr. Scott’s Gomaftah, with great Difficulty, at lal? 
obtained Permiffion from the Fogedar to fend One Boat ; but it came too late to render any 
effeftual Service ; for with the few Sepoys who remained, Command was at an End ; and, as 
moft of my Servants had gone off, my Baggage was left a Prey to the Banditti, who i'oon carried 
off and deftroyed it. Some Things, which a few of my Servants brought with them, they gave 
in Charge of the Fogedar’s People, to take Care of them ; but they reierved them for thcmfelves, 
or rather for the Fogedar ; and though many of my Things were leen in his IToufc, I never could 
recover a fingle Article. I am ftill in Mr. Scott’s Faftory, which there is every Rcafon to think 
will be attacked, as Numbers of People are affcmblcd in the Neighbourhood for that Purpofe; 
and as the Fogedar pofitively refufes to grant the lead Affiftance, God knows what may be the 
Confequence ; However, as it is evident that Shumfiiire Chan was the foie Caufe of this Difafter, 

I hope that exemplary Punilhment will be inflifted on him, and if I furvive 1 doubt not byt I 
(hall be rcimburlcd for what I loft by his Villainy. 

I have the Honour to be your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) J. Gordon. 


The Deponent further faith. That from Obfervation and Information, he doth believe that a 
general and univerfal Infurredtion took place, before the 15th of September, in all the Country 
to the Eaftward of the Gogra, from Mangec to Bahraitch, , and on its W eftern Banks from the 
Borders of the Benares Diftrifts to the Extremity of Kyrafead ; that it was created and fomented 
by the Agents of Rajah Cheyt Sing’s difaffefted People at Fayzabad, and about the Vizier’s Court ; 
and that the Expuliion of the Englifh was its Objeft. In the Diftrifts of Goruckpore, apd in- 
deed in all the Purgunnahs below Fayzabad, it was generally afferted, and the Deponent never 
heard the Affertion contradifted, that the Rajah Cheyt Sing furniflicd the principal Zemindars, 
particularly the Rajahs Futty Saw, Ghennoo Roy Adjut Midi, Zalim Sing, and partly Poll 
Sing, with confiderable Sums of Money, in order to fubfift the Force they collcftcd on the Oc- 
cafion } and that he granted them oftcnfiblc Certificates under his Seal, engaging i;o difeharge 
whatever Expcnce they might incur in the Service of the Infurrcdion. Thcfe Certificates and 
Perwannahs they received, or pretended to have received, under the Seal of the Vizier, con- 
firming them in their hereditary Zemindaries; and appointing them Aumils on the Part of the 
Sup. Sat. Com. Rep. II. T t Circar 
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N Circar in their refpeftive Pergunnahs, gained them an unbounded Influence over the InhabU 
cants. The AumiJs of the Country in general were obliged to fly from their Stations j the Najubs 
and Subundy joined the Infurgents, or difperfed; all Ferry-boats were funk or deftroyedj many 
6f the Dauk Hircarrahs were flain, and the reft obliged to fly, which effcftually cut off all 
Correfpondence, as well as Communication, and the Country remained in a State of Diftrac- 
tion which cannot well be deferibed, until the Beginning of Oftober ; when the News of our 
Suceefs at Benares, and the Nabob’s Return to Lucknow, calmed the Tumult, 

(Signed) Alex. Hannay. 


Sworn this 26th t)iy 
of November 1781, 
before me, 

(Signed) E. Impcy; 


A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


C; 

John M'Donald, Efq; Major commanding the Nabob Afdph ul Dowlah’s Third Battalion ot 
Sepoys, on Oath faith, That he the Deponent was ftationed at Amora, to affift the Aumil in col- 
lecting the Company’s Tunkas, alfo to proteft the Subjefts of liis Excellency the Vizier from tlie 
Depredations of Zalim Sing, the Rebel Rajah of the aforementioned Place Amora, alfo the At- 
tacks of others his Adherents : That the faid Deponent had been detached by Lieutenant Colqncl 
Hanriay, fomc Time in February 1780, with a Body of Horfe and Foot, in Purfuit of the above- 
mentioned Rajah Zalim Sing, who, befidcs fequeftering the Rents of the Pergunnah, had com- 
pelled the Inhabitants to quit the Diftri< 51 ; and further, wantonly, and without Excufc, mur- 
dered Two of the principal Cannongoes of the Pergunnah aforefaid. The Deponent could not 
come up with the flying Rajah, but followed him until he took to a large Jungle, that bounded 
the Country of the Vizier to the Eaftward, and is the Weftermoft Limits of the Zemindary of 
Cheit Sing, Rajah of Benares. Zalim Sing was there received in the moft fiiendly Manner, and 
Proteftion pronnifed him. On this the Deponent fent proper Spies to watch the Motions of the 
Rajah Zalim Sing, and returned himfelf with the Troops to his Station at Amora : That the 
Deponent learned by tlie Spies left about Zalim Sing, that he was allowed to refide openly un- 
der the Protcdlon of C'hcit Sing, and had Villages, sdfo Lands, afligned for the Maintenance of 
himfelf and Followers. 

About the Twentieth of Auguft laft, the Deponent was informed, that Cheit Sing had, after 
glutting to Death I'hrcc Englifh Officers and Two Hundred and Fifty Sepoys, fled from Be- 
nares, and openly fet up the Standard of Rebellion, inviting all Perfons, who could procure 
Arms, to repair to him, and by fighting under his Banner, extirpate the Fringes. The Road 
by which the Poft ufually travelled from Benares, became impaffable from the numerous Parties 
}t was faid Cheit Sing had fent out to cut off all Communication between the Honourable Go- 
vernor General and the different Stations of the Army. As the Deponent could not obtain any 
authentic Account of the State of Affairs, he thought it beft to fend out Perfons to all Parts for 
Information, that he might judge from the State of the Country how Matters flood at the Place 
of the greateft Moment. The Country of the daring Rebel Cheit Sing, and the City of Fayza- 
bad, feemed to the Deponent the mofl likely Places to furnifli the wilhed-for Intelligence. In 
the latter Place it was reported, Firfl, that the Honourable Warren Haflings, Efqt had been 
maffacred at Benaresj then, that he had been cut off in his Way to Chunar ■, at laft it was faid 
the Honourable Governor General was in Chunar Ghur, but tmift foon fall into the Hands of the 
Benares Rebel, as no Relief could poffibly reach the Place in Time to lave it; and that Ihortly 
the Deftruftion of every Englilhman in theft Parts would be effected. From the Benares Dif- 
triefl the Deponent learnt, Cheyt Sing had fummoned the Zemindars of his Rajah to join iiim 
with all the Troops they could raife, proinifing prefent Pay to thofe bearing Anns, and a Re- 
mifllon of a Year’s Rent to all who repaired to his Standard. Many Rebels who had fled the 
Company’s and Nabob’s Territories, and taken Refuge in his Zemindary, were furnifhed with 
Money, and joined by fuch Zemindars, belonging to the aforefaid Benares Rebel, as lay too far 
diftant from the principal Scene of Action, to make a Diverlion both towards the Company’s 
Lands and thofe Parts of his Excellency’s Dominions under the Charge of Englilh Officers, and 
endeavour to cut them all off, and thereby prevent any Affiftance being fent fVom either Go- 
ruckpore or Bahraifh. His Excellency the Vizier repaired to Suttanpore about this Time, 
which prevented the Rebel Zalim Sing, alfo Pertce Paal Sing, the Rebel of Buftee, from quit- 
ting the Jungle 5 but they were bufy in making the neceffary Preparations, by l aifing of Men, 
with the Money faid to be lent them by Cheit Sing in Fayzabad : The Cojahs of the Vizier’s 
Grandmother, as well as thofe of the Bowe Begum, were railing Men under various Pretences, 
and making every Preparation that might be neceffary either for offenfive or defenfivc War. 
During the Time the Nabob lay encamped at Suttanpore, the Deponent’s People were infuked 
and ill ufed in Fayzabad, by the Peons, Sepoys, and other Servants of Juar Alii Khan and the 
Begums, as were all who made ufe of the Englifh Name, or were fuppofed to have any Connec- 
tion qf the Kind j but on its being known there that his Excellency had nvoved towards Chunar, 

5 no 
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no one who was a Servant of theEnglilh could get Admittance into the City but by Stealth, or in \jo 
Difguife 5 when the Dawk from Lucknow was not allowed to pafs through as formerly, but obliged ^ 
to make a large Circuit, and the Hircarraha put on cliftbrent Appearances to pafs unnoticed to 
Amora. After the Departure of the Nabob from Suttanpore, as before mentioned, the JR^bels, 
who had been driven from the Province of Gorookpore, began moving towards the Gogra. The 
Zemindars of Amora, where the Deponent then refided, alfo thofe of the adjacent Pergunnahs, 
held frequent Meetings, and feemed big with fome great Plan. On or about the 39th Auguft 
the Deponent received a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, informing him, that his Ex- 
cellency the Nabob had written to him (Colonel Hannay) to join him immediately with a Thou- 
fand Sepoys, Four Guns, and Five hundred Horfe. Four. hundred Sepoys of the Deponent’s 
Battalion was ordered for this Service; alfo his Battalion Guns, and a Idundrcd Horfe that be- 
longed to the Amora Station, were withdrawn to make up the Number required by his Excel- 
lency. No fooner was this made public, than the Zemindars abfented theml'elves j and the De- 
ponent learnt from all Parts of the Country, that every Mitn was getting ready Ids Arms, and 
that Cheyt Sing’s Name was in every Body’s Mouth j that every Rajah in the Country had de- 
clared for him. That the Deponent endeavoured to get fome Najeebs to fupply the Place of the 
Troops called away ; but all in vain ; every Attempt was rendered abortive by the Machinations 
of the Cojahs belonging to the Two Begums at Fayzabad ; and every Soul in that City feemed, 
from their Conduit and Converfation, to look upon the Englifli as on the very Eve of Extermi- 
nation, forbidding any one to ferve the Fringes, but to repair to Cheit Sing and Sydut Ally — 

Nay, every Method and Way was tried to feduce the Sepoys from the Deponent’s Battalion, 
which, however, did not fucceed while remaining under his Eye, but had the defired Elicit upon 
the N.adjub and Subundy. 

After the Sepoys, Guns, and Horfe had eroded the Gogra, there was an End to all Govern, 
ment ill that Part of the Country where the Deponent rcfidcd. Not an Article of any Kind was 
to be had; and, but for the Deponent’s having forefeen the Situation he fliould be in, and pro- 
vided accqrdingly, he would have been under the NccelTity of leaving his Station for the Want of 
Provilions. Thus furrounded on all Sides by lurking Enemies (for there was no knowing who to 
treat otherwife) the Deponent knew not when or from what Quarter the Blow was to be Aruck ; 
but on the 8th of September it broke out in all Parts. All Out Pods were driven into Camp ; the 
Roads in an Inftant fccured by armed Parties ; Hircarrahs murdered, Sepoys attacked, and the in- 
tended Deftruifion of every Englifli Man openly declared, not only throughout the Pergunnah, 
Towns, and Villages, but even in the City of Fayzabad. To fuch Lengths was it carried by the 
People of Juarc Alii Khan, and other Cojahs belonging to the Begums, that the Women of the 
Deponent’s Camp, that were fent acrofs the Gogra to be out of the Way of Danger, being ob- 
noxious from the Connexion, were refufed that Protedfion which the Sex in every Country meets 
with, but particularly in Hindoftan claims as a Right. From the above Date the Deponent was 
confined to the Limits of his Camp, nor had he any Road open but that to Rye Gaut oppofitc 
Owde, at which Place Lieutenant Colonel Hannay then lay with a very fmall Force •, while the ' 
Country around him, alfo the City of Fayzabad, feemed ready to commence Hoftilities. On the 
loth of September Rajah Zelim Sing, accompanied by other rebellious Rajahs, appeared with a 
numerous Force on the Banks of the Gogra oppofite to Amora. The Deponent’s Spies brought 
him Intelligence from the Rebel Camp, that his, the Deponent’s Property, likewile that of all 
his Camp, was already divided ; that the Deponent’s Horfes, Camels, and Things worth Notice, 
the Rajah Zalim Sing referved to himfclf ; the reft was to be given up to thofe who could get it. 
Moreover the Deponent faith, his People 'informed him that Rajah Zalim Sing had produced a 
Paper, which he, the Rajah, faid, was a Sunnud from the Nabob, reftoring him to this Zemin- 
dary, appointing him Colledlor of the adjacent Pergunnahs, Buftic and Nagger, alfo that he had 
the Nabob’s DirefHons to drive the Fringes out of his Diftrift 5 that he only waited for the light 
Boats, being already provided, from Fayzabad (which the Deponent knew abfolutcly to be the 
Cafe) to crofs the Gogra, and carry the Nabob’s Orders into Execution. Further, that his Ex- 
cellency had altered his Sentiments regarding the Part he was to talcc in the prefent Conteft : 

That his Excellency fet out with the Intent of adhering to his Treaty with the Company, but 
that Mirza Saadut Ally wrote him he was to blame if he gave any Afllftancc ; that now was 
the Time to lhake olF the Englifli Yoke; that it might not be prudent to declare himfclf at once; 
that he had only to (land neuter, and, under Pretence of defending themfelves, direift his Sub- 
jefts to take Anns, and endeayour to prevent the Junftion of the Englifli Forces, when the Mat- 
ter would work of itfdf. Further, to direft the Aumils to fend no more Supplies of Money,' 
which would caufe the Sepoys to leave the Englilh Service for want of Pay, while thcmfclvei 
would have Plenty of Money. In the City of Fayzabad the fame Language prevailed as to tlio 
Money Part, and Stoppage of the Tunkas, until the N»b»hSaiit Ally Khan thought proper to ifTue 
the Grants. During the Night of the loth of September Rajah Zalim Sing crofled the Gogra, wd 
advanced within F’our Cofs of the Deponent’s Camp; On the Evening of the nth the aforefaid 
Rajah puflied Three Poft to within a Mile of the Deponent’s Lines, and was to have moved from 
his Camp with his mwn Body when the Moon rofe. Thus fituated, it was thought expedient, for 
the Safety of both Parties, that the Deponent fliould join Lieutenant Colonel Hannay while yet 
a Paflage was open ; accordingly, about Two in the Morning of thc' lath September, the Dcpo-< 

Rent quitted his Camp at Amora, and marched to RyO Gaut. 'The Deponew Vas fcarcely out of his 

Camp, 
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Camp, when the Rajah’s People ruflied into it, feizing all they could find, and murdered fome 
^ unhappy Perfons who had neglefted to move in Front of the Deponent’s Party. The Deponent 
reached Rye Gaut at Sunrife of the 12th. As foon as it was known at Fayzabad, that Salim Sing 
was in Poflefiion of Amora, the whole City was in an Uproar from Joy ; and the Deponent heard 
the Report and faw the Smoke of Guns that were difeharged at Fayzabad, he believes, on tlie 
Occafion. The Deponent faith, FIc believed the Reports as before related at that Time, and was 
ftill of Opinion the Threats therein contained were intended to be carried into Execution had 
the League been fuccefsful ; nor did the Deponent then (or even to this Moment) doubt but 
what the Begums at Fayzabad and their Cojahs were in a League with Cheit Sing the Benares 
Rebel ; and the Deponent is of Opinion that the Whole of the Difturbances that happened in the 
Parts where he refided, took its Rife from the Rebellion ofRajah Cheit Sing; and the Deponent is 
further of Opinion, that it would not have extended itfelf fo wide in the (hort Time it really did, 
had it not been a Matter pre-concerted, and brought to Light by mere Chance, ere properly ripe 
for Execution : And the Deponent further faith, I'hat he is of Opinion, from the many Conver- 
fations he the Deponent has held with feveral Perfons, Inhabitants of the Rebel Cheit Sing’s 
Country, that the Rebellion has been meditating even ibrnc Years ; that the Deponent was in- 
formed the Matter was abfolutely debated in the Year 1779, and prevented only by the Voice of 
a Perfon about the Rajah, to whofe Judgment much Deference was paid by the Rajah Bulwaa 
Sing, Father to the Rebel. 

(Signed) J. Macdonald. 

Sworn before me this ayth 
Day of November 1781, 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 

D. 

David Williams, Efquire, Captain of the Firfl: Battalion of his Excellency the Vizier Afoph ul 
Dowl.ih’s Sepoys, on his Oath declares, to the beft of his Remembrance and Belief, the fol- 
lowing Circumftanccs rerpe( 5 ting the State of the Country he was ftationed in, the Reports that 
prevailed there, and his own Situation in it, during the Months of September and Odober 
One thoufand Seven luindrcd and Eighty-one. Upon hearing that the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit 
Sing at Benares, had become of a very ferious Nature, he deemed it requifite to repair imme- 
diately to his Station at Gungowah, in the Diftrid of Goorookpore; accordingly he left Lucknow, 
by Dawk, on the Firft of September, and reached Sakrora the fame Evening ; on the Second, 
he arrived at Amora, and on the Third at Goorookpore. Upon the Road between Buftee anei 
Mcergunge, a Sepoy belonging to Major M'Donald’s Battalion overtook him, and gave him 
Information that the Rebels had attacked a Poft in the Jungle, which they had carried. On his 
Arrival at Goorookpore, the jemedar who commanded in the Fort acquainted him, that tlie 
Rajahs Futty Saw, Ghenewroy, and Adjetmull, had received a very confidcrable Sum of Money 
from Rajah Cheyt Sing, to enable them to commence Hoftilitics in Goorookpore, and in the 
Company’s Diftrifts, and that they had crofled the Gogra, and alio, that they had Promifes 
of confiderablc Sums of Money and Supplies of Men upon commencing their Operations. 
The Fourth, in the Evening, he arrived at Gungowah, and had the fame Reports confirmed to 
him by his Commandant, and moft of the People of th.at Place. On tjie Fifth and Sixth, In- 
got all Things in Readinefs to proceed, agreeable to the following Order from Colonel Hannay, 
to Ackbcrpoic. 


To Captain Williams, commanding in Gomokpore. 

Sir, 

Having received the Vizier’s Orders to join him without Delay with the greateft Part of the 
Forces afting immediately under my Authority, 1 have to defire, that immediately on tlie 
Receipt of this Letter, or as foon after as poffible, you do march with the Two Grenadier 
Companies of your Battalion complete, and your Battalion Guns, and proceed with all poffible 
Expedition to Ackberpore, on the Road from Fayzabad to Settanporc, where you w-ill re- 
ceive further Orders. You will march by the Route of Gorookpore, and crofs the Gogra .st 
Taundah, where you will find Three large Pattalics ready for your Paffage. The Four Com 
panics of your Battalion ftationed at Buftee, Dooreaparah, Dumreagemge, and Bancey, have 
alfo received Orders to march ; but as the utmoft Expedition is required, they will procec^i 
immediately under the Command of Lieutenant Gordon, and not wait your Arrival. The Four 
Companies of your Battalion in Gorookpore, and with Hurdeal Sing, will remain under tlie 
Authority of Mahomed Sheffy Khan; and I have to defirc you will particularly Inftruft the 
Subedars, commanding them to pay the ftrifteft Attention to fuch Orders .is they may receive 
from Mahomed Sheffy Khan, during your Abfence. I know not what Quantity of Ammunition 
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the Four Companies at Ruftic, &c. have with them; but it will be neceflary, if* pofTible, N° Q 

to bring a Qifantity with you fufficient to fiipply the whole Six Companies of your Battalion ^ 

under Orders of March, with a Coniplement of Two hundred Rounds a Man ; and endofed 
you will receive a Letter from Mahomed ShefFy Khan> defiring him to yield you every AfTift- ^ 

ance in his Power, in order to procure Carriage for to tranfport it. What elfc may be wanted to 

expedite your March, your own Prudence and Zeal will fuggeft, and I have only to repeat it ig 
nectflary you Ihould make all polfiblc Difpatch. 

(Signed) Alexander Hannay. 

On the Seventh he marched with Two Companies and Two Guns, having prcvidufly fent 
Orders to the fcattered Detachments to repair to Gongowah, there to remain under the Direct ioni 
of the Aumil, agreeable to Colonel Hannay’s Orders. On the Eighth continued his March j on 
the Evening of the fame Day certain Accounts were brought him; that the Boats on the Rivers 
and Nullahs were deftroyedj and the whole Country to the Gograh up in Arms; and Ivaving 
allb received Intelligence that Fucty Saw Ghenawroy and Adjilmal, with their Banditti, were en- 
camped on the Road to Burragong, it determined him to return immediately to Gungowah, 
and proceed by the Way of Burragong and Chuprah to Buxar, to join Major Crawford's Regi- 
with the Two Companies and Two Guns ; by taking which Route, he would have had an 
Opportunity of driving off that Party, which would have freed the Country from the principal 
Rebel. On the Ninth he returned to Gungowah; and, as the Commotions in the Country 
feemed evidently to increafe, fince the detached Parties who were direded to repair to Gungowali 
had been feverally attacked on their Way, as they came in, he fent Orders to Hurdial Sing, Com- 
mandant ftationed at Itchmul, to repair with all Expedition to Gungowah with the Two Com- 
panies and Gun belonging to the Fouzdary of that Place, and in the Evening informed the 
Aumil Mahomed Suffee Khan of his Intentions of proceeding by Chupra to Benares, and gave 
him Advice refpcdling the Defence of the Country during his Abfencc. The Detachment was 
ordered to march on the Tenth. About One o'Clock in the Morning the jemedar attached to the 
Guns came and informed him that tlie Companies had mutinied, and would not march without 
having their Arrears paid them. In the Morning he went to the Parade, and ordered the Men 
to fall in ; they paraded with Reluctance and Difficulty, particularly the Left Hand Company, 
commanded by Khan Mahomed Subedar. When they were got under Arms, he acquainted them 
that he was concerned they were not paid fo regularly as he could have wifhed, but if there were 
any of them that were difireffed for Subfiftence, he would advance them as much of his own 
Money as they required, as foon as they came to their Ground that Day; but that it was indif- 
penfably neceffary that they fliould march with all E^xpedition to attack a Party of Futtyfoy, &c.’s 
Troops, which had taken Poffeflion in the Gaut in the Jerry Jungle, before they lliould have 
Time to fortify themfelves. They were filent; he directed them to march off. When they had 
gone about One hundred Yards from the Parade, one of the Men ftepped out of his File, and 
demanded all the Arrears due to him ; he immediately feized the Bayonet of the Mutineer, 
with an Intention of putting him to Death ; vdien Six or Seven more turned out, fixed their 
Bayonets, and made the fiime Demand ; the Black Officers remained filent and inactive ; he or- 
dered his Commandant to march on, and ordered the Mutineers to take off their Coats, as they 
weie not worthy of being Soldiers, and that his Munfhee would pay them their Arrears that 
Infiant; many more joined them in a few Minutes, loaded their Pieces, laid hold of the Moun- 
fliec, and were going to put him to Death. When he found that to be the Cafe, and that aP 
moll the whole Two Companies were engaged in the Mutiny, he ordered the Party to return, as 
It was in vain to proceed. A Ibort Time after the whole Party iurrounded him, fume with loaded 
Arms and fixed Bayonets, having alfo loaded the Guns with Grape, and with oiie Voice de- 
manded their Arrears might be paid off. He remonftrated, that iuwas impoffible for him to. com- 
ply with their Demands, but that all the Money he had, or could get, fliould be difiributed 
amongft them, if they would obey his Orders. For about Three Hours they behaved in the moft 
licentious Manner, and were proceeding to break open the Treafure Cheft ; at lalt, however, 
he prevailed upon them to receive Three Months Pay. Upon this being given them they re- 
turned to their Lines, but kept Gentries at the Bungalow. After this he lent for the Iwo 
Subedars, and defired them to found the Men, and try if they could induce them, upon Pro- 
niife of Forgivenefs for what they .had done, to return to their Duty. They came back, and re- 
ported, that they would confent to obey upon thofc Conditions. He went to the Parade in the 
Evening, and promifed them Forgivenefs ; upon which they took an Oath to obey his Orders, 

Upon Conditions that they were not to march to Benares ; fo that it became in>praClicable to 
profccute the Intentions he had formed. However, in a few Hours more they again mutinied ; 
and, to the beft of his RecollcClion, they propofed to march to Benares and join Cheyt Sing and 
Sydet Alley, who, as they faid, would pay them their Arrears, and make them great Men ; 
adding, that all the Europeans were cut off, and that he (meaning the Deponent) was the only 
Perfon left in the Country. In thc’Evening the Two Subedars, Khan Mahomed and Butour 
Sing, came to him, and propofed to carry him Prifoncr to Benares. On the Twelfth he repre- 
fented to them, that if they did not immediately march to attack Futty Saw, &c. who had already 
polled Detachments within Sight of the Cantonments, and, he was iniormed, was lying near 
Huffinporc with near Seven thoufand Men, they would be dillrefled for ProvTion, fince the whole 
Country was in Aj'ms. He fent for all the Black Officers, and begged and intreated them to ufe their 

Sup. Sel. Com. Rep, II/ U ^ Influuicc 
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N 9* over the Men upon this Occafion j but they were deaf to all he could r»y. Had they Coiti- 

plied, he was confident of Succefs againfi the Rebels, as Dudjou Sing and Goving Ram Mifler had 
engaged to make a Diverfion in his Favour upon their Real-, wTiilft he attacked them in Front 
Tn Ac Evening they came to a Determination to march to Fayzabad to the Begbm ; who they alfo 
declared would pay them their Arrears, and take them into her Service } but on the Thirteenth 
bfcforc they had carried thefe Intentions into Execution, he was joined by Hurdial Sing, with 
Two weak fickly Companies} and having borrowed Money fufficient to pay them the Three 
Months Pay which the others had received, and thereby render them upon ah Equality, they 
remained ftaunch, though every pofTible Means had been taken by the Mutineers to corrupt 
them. Shortly after this he received Information, that the Fort of Gorookpore had been at- 
tacked by near Six thoufand Rebels. There was a jemedar and about Fifty Metf iri the Fort 
who behaved mod gallantly. The Attack commenced near Nine o’Clock in the Evening. They 
carried the outward Work, which was too extcnfive ; and the Party were obliged to retire to 
the Citadel, where there were upwards of Two hundred Prifoners confined. They endeavoured 
to feize the Sepoys ; in which Attempt Nineteen of them were put to Death, and many wounded. 
The Attack continued till near Four o’Clock in the Afternoon ; when Shawmut Khan, a Jeme- 
dar, and Nine Men, who had been ordered to march there from Puroonah, at the Beginning of 
the Difturbances in the Country, arrived in the Town; the People told them to throw aown their 
Arms, and run off to the Jungles to fave their Lives ; for it was iinpoflible for them to get into 
the P'ort, as it was furrounded by Six thoufand Rebels, who muft carry it in a few Minutes. The 
Jemedar, with admirable Prefence of Mind, replied. That he was only the advanced Party, and 
that the Captain and the Guns were clofe after them ; and called out to a Man to run and bring 
them up, that the Whole of the Rebels might be dellroyed ; and immediately fired upon the 
Rabble. The Report inftantly fpread ; a Panick feized the Whole, and they ran off in the ut- 
moft Confufion. He joined the Jemedar in the Fort with his Nine Men : They fallied out after 
^ the Rebels, and cut off about Two hundred of them. During the Attack, the Rebels frequently 
called out to rlie Jemadar to deliver up the Place to them, as they had Perwannahs from the Be- 
gum, Chyte Sing, and Sydet Ally, for what they did. 

Having received Orders from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay to proceed towards him, and 
alfo a Letter from Lieutenant Gordon, acquainting him that it was Colonel Hannay’s Wifl> 
he Ihould join hiin at Amorah, informing him of the Lofs of Two Companies of his 
Battalions which were with Lieutenant Gordon; on the Fifteenth he marched from Gun- 
gowarh with the Aumil and Fouzdars of the Country, and all the Stores of his Battalion. 
'I he March proved exceedingly fatiguing, on account of the Country’s being under Water, 
and moll of the Nullas unfordable, and no proper Boats upon them for croffing over. On 
tlie 1 wentieth arrived at Gorookpore, where he found Two Companies belonging to his Bat- 
talion, which were dirc<fled to join Lieutenant Gordon, but not being able to effe<5l it, they 
had been under the Neccffity of retiring to Gorookpore, alfo a Company of Major M‘Donald’s 
Battalion, whit h had been obliged to retire from Buftic. On the Nineteenth received a Letter 
from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay which determined him to remain at Gorookpore till he re- 
ceived further Orders, and wrote a Letter in Anfwer, propofing to march by the Route of 
Mtigger and Bailee, to chaftife Zalim Sing at Amora, and Lieutenant Colonel Hannay fliould 
advance by tlie Route of Maheadeah to Ameroh, which he thought would be the moft 
prafticable Means of qviieting the Rebellion in the Country. He was under a Neccffity of bor- 
rowing Money to pay his Companies at Gorookpore, and alfo Major M‘Donald’s Company, and 
to make up the Ammunition that was damaged by the Weather, and repair the Tumbrils’: His 
Battalion being ill furnilhed with Arms and Ammunition, and the Draft Cattle very bad, which 
retarded hirn much during his March to Gorookpore. The Thirtieth received a Letter from 
1 ieutenant Colonel Hannay, an«l wrote, for Anfwer, that he would march for certain on the Second 
of Oflober ; but the Difficulties he found in procuring a fufficient Quantity of Provifion and 
Carriage for it, as the whole Country was hoftile, and Bodies of armed Men, to the Amount of fe- 
veral Thoufands were adually in the Town ; added to the heavy Rain which fell on the Fourth 
and Fifth, rendered it imprafticable for him to march till the Sixth. During the Time he re- 
mained at Gorookpore, it was currently reported and given out by the rebellious Rajahs, that 
they afted in conformity to the Orders they had received from Cheyt Sing, Sydut Ally, and the 
Begums, to raife an Infurreftion in the Country, and to deftroy the Englifli wherever they 
found them. Many Letters were intercepted, but the neceffary Care was not taken of them, and 
they were either dellroycd or loft. Having the Rappy and feveral Nullahs to crofs, he did not 
reach Bancy till the Ninth, which Diftance about Two-and-twenty computed Cofs. On the 
Ninth in the Evening a violent Storm of Rain began, which lafted to the Sixteenth, with fcarcely 
an Hour’s Intcrmiffion, which rendered it totally imprafticable to march during that Time, as 
the whole Country was overflown, and the Rivers quite full. The March from Sakrora was ex- 
tremely tedious and difficult, great Delay? being occafioned by the Neceflity he was under of 
making Bridges, added to the Interruption he fuffered from the frequent Skirmiflics he had with 
the People of the different Diftrifts he paffed through. On the a 3 d he arrived at Goondah, and 
on the Day following joined Colonel Hannay at Sakfira, with Eight Companies of his own Batta- 
lion, and a Company of Major Macdonald’s Battalion. The Aumils and Fouzdars of Goorook- 
j)orc came under his Protection, and a Number of People in Office in tfec Collections ; the Guir 

belonging 





APPENDIX, N* I. 

belonging to the Fouzdary he brought with him, being the only one in the Difti ift he command- N” Q.’ 

During Jii* March from Gdrookporc to Sackrora, the Rebels who harraffed gave out, that 
every Meafure they took was in compliance with the Diredions they received from the Begum, j 
Sydut Ally, and Cheyt Sing. Since the Time of his being appointed to the Command (Tf the 
Battalion, in January One .thoufarid Seven hundred and Eighty-oneJ he has only received Two 
Months Pay, on its Account, from his Excellency the Vizier, to the prefent Time^ November 
the Twenty-feventh : His Battalion was difperfed in fuch a Manner, and at fo great a Diibince, 
that he had hardly ever had above two Companies with him, till they joined him by Degrees. 

During the Rebellion, he continually advifed Colonel Hannay of his Situation, but it appears few 
of his Letters reached him, as the Communication was fliut up. 

(Signed) D. Williams, 

Captain, commanding the’ifl: Battalion of 
his Excellency the Vizier’s Sepoys. 

Sworn this ayth Day of Novembcf 
1781, before me, 

(Signed) E. Impey. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 

E. 

John Gordon, Efquirc, Captain in the Corps of Sepoys of his Excellency Afoph ul Dowlaih 
Nabob Vizier, on his Oath faith. That he croffed the Gograh on the 6th of September at 
Chowrah, with Four Companies of Sepoys, and about Eighty Horfe, (in all, near 400) under 
his Command 5 that he faw the Country was difaffefted, but judged his Force fuffigient to join 
Colonel Hannay at Akberpore ; indeed the Deponent did not conceive that his Excellency’s 
Troops, marching to join him by his Command, could meet with any Interruption. On the 7 th, 
at Day-break, the Deponent marched, and about Half a Mile from Chororah, when croffing a 
Nullah, he Obferved great Bodies of Men aflemblcd to oppofe his March ; he immediately made 
what he judged to be the belt Difpofition of his fmall Corps, and the Behaviour of the Men did 
them great Credit, for thoughj during the Whole of the March of Eight Cofs, they were attacked 
and often furrounded by incredible Numbers of People, yet they conllantly beat them off, kill- 
ing and wounding many of them; and artived, ifrith very little Lofs, about One o’Clock in the 
Afternoon, at theTereera Nulla, which runs by Tawnda, bringing the Whole of the Bazar and 
Baggage in the moft perfed Safety; the Deponent then imagined hirnfelf in a Friend’s Country, 
and intended croffing the Nullah, that his People might halt for the Day and refrelh after their 
very fatiguing March ; for this Purpofe he ordered the Bazar and Baggage to be fent over, and 
Part of the Sepoys to (land to their Arms, as great Numbers of their Enemies were dill in' 

Sight; but his Surprize was extreme when he was informed, that the Boats were all on the other 
Side of the Nullah, and that none of them were permitted to crofs. The Deponent immediatly 
wrote a Letter to the Begum’s Aumil, Sluimlhire Chan, acquainting him that he was marching 
with the Vizier’s Troops, by his Order, to join him ; that he, the Deponent, Was allonilhed at 
his Hopping the Gaut; and defiring Boats might be fent for the tranfport of the Detach- 
ment. To this no Anfwer was made, but immediately Three Guns were brought hear the 
Gaut, and pointed to the Detachment, and a Number of Matchlock Men were polled on the 
Bank of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if any Body palTed. There were then near the 
Gaut a great many large Boats belonging to Mr. Scott, whofe Gomallah, notwithllanding his 
utmoll Intreaties, was prevented from fending them by Shumlhire Chan ; who threatened the 
Plunder of his Faftory, and even his Life, if he attempted it. This was told the Deponent by 
the faid Gomallah repeatedly, and the Deponent believes it to be true, as it correfponds entirely 
with every ’other Part of Shumlhire Chan’s Conduft. The Deponent, upon being refufed a 
Paflage, took Pofleffion of a very (Irong Ground, furrounded on Three Sides by the Gograh, 
and the Nulla on the Fourth Side, whence only he could be attacked by the Country People ; 
he ordered the Sepoys to make a Bread Work, by piling up of Planks, of which there were a 
great Number; and as he had Ammunition and Provifions, he intended to wait there until he 
could procure Boats, or difeover a Ford. While the Deponent was thus employed, Mahomed 
Raza Beg, the Jemedar of Horfe, had fwam acrofs the Nullah, and procured Permiffion for his 
People to follow him, which they immediately did. No Anfwer coming from the Pogedar, tho 
Deponent dcfired his Munchic to go to him, and explain the Matter ; he accordingly went to 
the Gaut, and demanding a Padage, he was refufed, wnd infulted in Terms the mod.abufive 
to the Englilh. He returned, and telling this, the Deponent ordered him to take an Elephant 
and fwim over ; but when he attempted to enter the Nullah with the Animal, the Nijubs pointed 
their Matchlocks at him, and obliged him to defid : The Sepoys feeing this, and that the 
Horfemcn were permitted to fwim acro’fs, naturally imagined that the Objedtion was to the 
Englilh only, and their Adherents ; they thought it fafed to abandon the Deponent, whom they 
jnud have concluded to be devoted, and throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed 
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N° Q. the Example of the Horfemen, in fwimminjj atrofs. the a 

i)|ire Chan of gjiving the Deponent up to hi# pate.. the _Sube4af» jre^p^^d^t|t<;jXwo . 

nA # , the Folly of fuffering for One Peiifohi andpropofc-iiio them to dtiltyff u 0 the 
Shumlhirc Chan or to the Cduntry Peopleij but. the Propoial^wfts me«5tFd,t(tlth.Sw^j,^d4nerO^^ 
the Subedars reported the Bchaviout of the other irnm^iately to the Deponent : Xfie Ddertion^ 
however, was almoft complete, for in a little Time, of the Four Companie*j‘ not Twenty reipiinv 
cd, including OSbers. It was almoft Evening when, Mr. Scott's Gom*ftah,,with great Difficulty, 
at laft obtained PermiiTjon from Shumftiirc Chan to fend One Boat, but it oarpo too Igce tO: render 
any cffeftual Affiftance, for with the few Sep^s who remained, Commai\d was, at an, End ini as 
moft of the D^onent’s Servants had gone off, his Ba^agc was left a Prey to the Banditti, who 
foon carried off and deftroyed it. Some Things whidi a few of his Servants brought whh them, 
they gave in Charge to the Fogedar’s People, who promifed to take Care of them, but they re- 
ferved them for ihemfelves, or rather for the Fogedar ; and though many of the Deponent’s 
Things were feen in his Houfc, he could never recover a Angle Article. For many Days during 
the Stay of the Deponent in Mr. Scott’s Factory it was threatened to be attacked} andShumlhire 
Chan, though often applied to by Mr. Scott’s Gomaftah, conftantly rcfuled to grant the lead 
Affiftance : Notwithftanding this, Shumlhirc Chah was, and the Deponent believes is ftill, continued 
in Office ; and while the Deponent was at Fayzabad, Shumlhirc Chan came there, and was well 
received by the Begum and her Minifters : From all which Circumftances the Deponent is con- 
vinced, that' Shumlhirc Chan could not have dared to aft as he did, had he not been authorized 
by the Begum and her Minifters, or at leaft had he not known that fuch Conduft would be agree- 
able to them. 

(Signed) J. Gordon. 

Sworn this ayth Day of . . 

November 1781 , be- 
fore me, f 

(Signed) E- impey. 

A true Copy of tlic original Affidavit. , 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

SuD Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


N“io. 

Jean Houvre Mordclait, Natif de Corbell, Province de I’lfle dc France, fait Serment, et dit, 
Qu’etant malade si Mirzapore il fut laillc en arricte avec Quatorze de fes Camaradcs, lui inclus, 
tous fervant dans la Compagnie de Chaffeurs, commandec par le Capitaine Doxatj lorfquc le dit 
Capitaine marcha avec les Troupes qui compofoient le Detachment commandc par Ic Cipitaine 
Meyaffre. Que lors du Depart du dit Capitaine le Raja dc I’Endroit Ics fit entrer en fon Entou- 
rage, pour plus dc Surcte centre les Volcurs qui Fenvironnoient. Que fur leurs Reprefentations 
qu’ils n’avoicnt pas d’Argent pour fe fournir des Vivres, il leur fit donner ^ manger chaque Jour 
par un Banian. Qu’il les confola et les alTura qu’allant voir ce qui fc paffoit ^ I’Entour de fon Sir- 
rail, il cherchoit apris un Moyen dc les faire paffer i Chanderpagore. Que dps lors il nc revint point. 
Que le Commandement ftant alors devoid au Second, il les fit appeller IcTrenticme, et leur donna 
deux Roopies i chacun, pour fervir i une Route qu’ils devoient faire dc Deux Jours de Chemin. 
Qu’il Ten fit fjavoir que c’^toic fes Ordres de les renvoyer et qu’il avoit aufli rc^u Ordre de 
couler tous les Batceaux paffant par Mirzapott.. <Que pendpnt ce Temps Cinquante dc fts Gens 
furent envoyes pour s’emparer de leurs Armes 1 et que cw Gens prirent un Inventaire dc cc*^que ap- 
pertenoit i la Compagnie. Que le Lendemain ils furent contraints dc fe mettre en Route, leur Sacs 
places fur dcs Chamcaux, fur Icfquclles ils furent obliges dc montcr a grands Coups de Fouct 
pour ceux qui refufoient. Que durant Idiir Route ils ciircnt toutes Sortes d’lndigmites ; qu’on leur 
crachoit au Vifage, qu’on les battoit'} i|ue la fetonde JoOrnce un.des fes Gatnaraidcs fut.alTez heu- 
reux de mourir— que le Chemin qu’ih faifoient etoit parmi dcs Gbfg:c4.de Montagnes, et qu’avcc 
les Detours qu’its firent il croit que le Tiiljqc Jufqu’i Laiftffghur, 6 u iis arriverent. le Deukieroe 
de Septembre, etoit plus dtf 40 Cofs. ^’1 la fin de la premiere Jdumife ils 's’arretiftTnc 4 
un petit Fort dans les Gorges, ou leur mauvats Traitement fut redouble. Qu’arrite 4 Ltkiffj^ur 
ceux qui vinrent avec eux fe difperferent. Qu’ils furint entoures deux Heures qtfils y 
refterent parmi environ deux ou trois mlllc Gens, oui les inlultcrcnt grolficfemdnt, et |)«cti- 
culierement les accufa d’avdir affaffine le Raja de Guallier Qu’un de le^rs Camarades, 
Francois, fdt men£ aupr^s du Rsqa, leqoel 4 fon Rftour leur declara qtie le Raja I’avoit aflur 6 
qu’en qas qu’il lui amena Compagnie Francoife, qu’il adroit Ton Pain. Qu’apres ils furent conduit 
hors de Laitiffghur de la meme Maniere qu'auparavant, fous la Garde de quelqoes Sepoys, et 
autres Gens arm 6 s, 4 une petite Maifon, fortifiec au diel4 de Laitiffj^ur, tme Cofs fur le Chetnia 
de Beyahghur. Que ces Gens y refterent pour les gard^r ; qu'on ne leur donna ni 4 manger ni 4 
boire. Que le Lendemain, ^tant le troifieme, un Chief de Laitiffghur avec dix Sepoys et epvif 
jjfoh 40 Homrnes armies, les At fordr 4 une Ponte de Fufil de la Maifon ; qtr’ils liemit kurs 
a Mains 



APPENDIX, N*i. 


Mains dcrriere Icurs Dos ; et qu’cn cette Pofition ils leur criercnt dc Manger, leur moritrant dcs 
Vivres a quelqiie Diftance dans des Corbeilles. Qu’aprcs s’etre amufe pendant unc Heure ou deux 
dc leur Miferes, ces Barbares tircrent leurs Sabres, et commcncerent le Maflacre. Qiie Ic fnl'dit 
eut uncBayonette paflee du traversdu Corps et un grand Coupdc pied furies Reins, pour le fairc 
refortir. Qii’cn cct Etat il fcignit la Mort, et deux defes Camarades tombant fur lui cachercnt 
fa Feinte. Qiie les Mcurtricrs fe retirant aprcs ce Carnage, il eutalfes de Force pour fc rctirer 
dans les Junglis a vingt Pas de l.\. Qu’^ la Difcrction des Tigres il pafla toute la Nuit. Qu’ accabli- 
de Soif, le Lendcmain il defcciulit % un Ruiffeau pour boirc dc I’Eau; qu’il fut vu par des Cam- 
pagnards, ct amene a I’Endroit d’ou il etoit forti le Jour avant. Que les Habitants le raflurerent 
centre toute Crainte de fa Vie. leur Chef lui donna, pour lui ct fa Femme, huit Pices par 

Jour ; laquelle Subfiftance lui fut continue par Envoyen d’une Garde qui montoit, ct 
etoit releve chaque Jour de LaitifFghur. Que parmi les Gens qui etoient la, il ne re- 
connut aucun de ceux qui les tuerent. Que le ao*, le Jour le Raja s’enfuit dc LaitifFghur, 
apres que lui et fes Troupes curent pafles, auprw de I’Endroit ou le fufdit etoit, il 
fe reiidit a LaitifFghur fans Empechement, et meme nit mis au large par les Habitans. Que la 
Nuit du 20"* ou 2I"'’ il fut oblige de fe cacher, pour fe mettre a I’abri dcs Gens quj pilloient de 
tons Cotes. Que le Lendemain Matin a I’Entree du Major Crabb, il fut decouvert, et heureufe- 
ment mis en Suretc de toute autre Pourfuitc. Le fufdit lait Serment, et dit de plus qu’il croir, 
que le Maflacre provenit d’une Afte dcliberce, et que ce nc pouvoit etre le Refultat d’aucune 
Caufe, comme fes Camarades et lui Etoient trop trifles pour demontrer aucune Signe de Joie, 
s’abandonnant a la Mort d’apres la mauvaife Traitement qu’ils avoient fubits. Qu’au contrairc, 
quand ils entendoient le Matin du Jour du Maflacre, le Bruit des Canons et dcs Fufils, ils 
s’entre difoient tout doucement que leur Deftruftion feroit la Confequence infaillible, cn cas que 
les Troupes du Major perdroientlaBataille ; que meme, lors de cette Communication d’idees, ils 
n’y avoient aucuns de leur Gardes, ou autres Gens, pour les ecouter. Que leurs Expreflions ii ce 
Sujet fe pafFcrent lors du Bruit des Canons ct dcs Fuftls, lequcl etoit de grand Matin : Que 
leurs Meurtriers n’arriverent de LaitifFghur qu’ environ les OnzeHeures; que deux Heures fc 
paflerent a leur contraindre de tirer Habits, Chapeaux, &c. Qu’au lieu de Meurtre ils furent 
conduits en Chemife, et qu’il etoit environ une Heure apres Midi, quand cctie Afte de Barbaritc 
fut commife. 

(Signed) Mordelait. 

Sworn before me, this 5th Day of 
December 1781. 

(Signed) E, Impey. 


N*10 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


A- 

Alexander Hannay, Efqj Lieutenant Colonel in the Service of the Honourable United Eaft 
India Company, maketh Oath, and faith, That in the Month of September laft (1781) he com- 
manded a Body of Troops, Horfe and Foot, in the Service of the Nabob Vizier : That on the 
loth of that Month, being encamped at Rygungc, near Fayzabad, employed In tranfporring the 
faid Troops acrofs the River Gogra, in order to a< 5 t againft the Inliirp;cnts to the Northward of 
that River, in the Evening he received Intimation frpm a Perfon living in the Zennana, that 
the Nabob Begum, Grandmother to the Nabob Vizier Afoph ul Dowla, had, through her 
Agents, prevailed upon the principal jemmidar of Horfe, to engage to detach himfelf from the 
faid Deponent, and to abandon him ; and further warning the faid Deponent to attend to his 
own perfonal Safety, as there was an Intention of detaining him at Fayzabad : That this Intima* 
tion was given to the Deponent in the Prcfencc of Lieutenant Charles Middleton, to whom the 
Deponent did communicate it 5 and that, during the whole Courfe of that Day (the 10th of 
September) he (the Deponent) had not been able to prevail on any of the Horfemen to crolk 
the River— a Matter which he could not till then account for, but which ferved to jniprcfs him 
lb ftrongly with a Belief of the Truth of the Information he had received, that he fent for the 
principal Jemmidar of Horfe, circumftantially communicated the faid Information to him, and, 
as forcibly as he was able, ttated to him the Treachery, Difgracc, apd Infamy, infeparable from 
fo unmanly a Behaviour : That the faid Jemmidar of Horfe appeared much afFedled at the Con- 
verfation, and acknowledged that the Information was true in every Circumftance, except that 
of his having acceded to the Propofals that were made to him, which he declared he had re- 
jefted ; but faid, they had alfo been made to the other Jemmidars of Horfe by the Agents of 
both the Begums (the Nabob Vizier’s Mother and Grandmother) ; and the Truth of this Aflcr- 
tion was afterwards affirmed to the faid Deponent by Two of the faid Jemmidars, and fc- 
veral of the inferior Officers and private Horfemen. The Deponent further dcclarcth. 
Sup. SzL. Com. Rzr. II. X x Tluj 
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That the above-recited Converfation paflcd in his the Deponent’s Tent, to the beft of his 
Rccpllcftion and Memory, on the Njght of the loth of September, in the Prcfencc of 
Lieutenant Charles Middleton ; and that, as the faid Lieutenant Charles Middleton, did 
not pcrfeftly underftand the Moorifh Language, in which the Converfation was held, he 
the Deponent explained the Nature and Subjedt of it to him as foon as the Jemmidar left 
the Tent. The Deponent further declarctb, That he is reftrained from mentioning the Names 
of the Jemmidars alluded to, from an Apprehenfion that their Names becoming public, might 
operate to their Prejudice, if not Ruin } but that the Fafts which he hath depofed are 
Truth. 

(Signed) Alex. Hannay. 

Sworn before me (the Deponent 
declaring on his Oath, that 
the above Affidavit is written 
in his own Hand-writing at 
Benares) this 31ft of Decem- 
ber 1781, 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A true Copy of the original Affidavit. 

(Sigoed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


APPENDIX, 



APPENDIX, N* 4, 3 . 
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Extra6b of Bengal Confultations. 


A/f R. Haftings being arrived, now takes his 
niiniftreci. 


Seat at the Board, after having the cuftomary Oaths ad- 


loth Fch, 
>77i. 


Mr. Cartier takes Leave of the Board. 
Mr. Haftings afluaics the Chair. 


I jtK April 

• 77 :. 
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EXTRACTS of Correfpondence betwixt the Government of Calcutta and Captain Harper, o.i 
the Siibjed of Cheyt Sing’s SuccelTion to the Zemindary of Benares. 

Extraft of a Letter to the Seleft Committee of Fort William j dated Fayzabad, the 25th 

Auguft 1770. 

TAM this Moment come from the Vizier, who fent for me to acquaint me of the Death ofBulwand 
Sing, which happened the Night before laft. His Excellency dcfircs me to inform you, that he 
lhall let out for Benares in a few Days, to take Mcafures for his own Advantage i but that he fliall be 
happy to aft in fuch a Manner as will prove moft agreeable to you, and that he hopes you will write 
him inftantly on the Subjeft. This, however, the Vizier feems determined on, not to allow Bulwand 
Si.ng’s Son to hold the fame Authority as his Father did, cither in Country or Forces. 

The Nabob has defired that the 19th Battalion may march with him, which lhall accordingly be 
(lone; and 1 hope by being with him, to prevent any extraordinary Mcafures until your Orders lhall 
airive. 

(Signed) Gab' Harper. 


F.xtraft of a Letter to the Selcft Committee } dated Fayzabad, the 27th Auguft 1770, 

Yefterday Allage Cawn fet out for Benares, with about 800 Cavalry •, the Vizier has fent him thither, 
to aflure the Inhabitants that they need be under no Apprchcnfions in confcquencc of the Rajah’s 
Dvatl), and alfo to prevent the Family of Bulwand Sine from defponding too much, I have juft re- 
ceived Advices that they are all gone to Latcefgur. The Nabob will not, I believe, leave this Place 
until he hears from Allage Cawn the Situation of Affairs in the City and at Latcefgur. 

(Signed) Gabriel Hs'’pc>‘* 


Extraft of a Letter to the Selcft Committee } dated Fayzabad, the 4th September 1 770. 

The Vizier Y’efterday informed me, that he had received a Letter from Allage Cawn •, who acquain- 
ted him that Bulwand Sing’s Son had promifed to prefent the Nabob with Ten Lacks of Rupees, if he 
would grant him the SuniHids his Father held. His Excellency has promifed to do it, provided he 
pays him double that Sum as a Naztranah, and cncrcafcs the Revenue Five tracks per Annum. 

(Signed) Gabriel Harper. 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor, dated Fort William, the 8th September 1770, 

to Captain Gabriel Harper. 

“ I have juft received your Letter* enclofing one from the Vizier, and accompanied by your’s to 
“ the Committee, bn the Subjeft of Bulwand Sing’s Death : You will find I had before wrote his Ex- 
** cellency how agreeable it would be to the Englilh Sirdars, were he to allow the Succefiion to fall oq 
** his Son. It" is a Citcumftancc of the utmoft political Import to the Company’s Affairs, and I need 
*' not urge your taking every' Opportunity of recommending it to his Excellency, and win him over 
“ to the Mcafure, if pofliblc. No Price can be too great} and I think the young Man ought to ufc 
.3 “ every 
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** every Means of foothing his Jealoufy and Avarice, without regard to Money. I now enclofe a 
5 ? Letter to the Vizier, more earnefl; than the lall, which you will fecond with all that can be urged on 
** the SubjeA, but improper to be introduced in a Letter to him j and above all, endeavour to mo. 
“ derate any Mcafures he may poffibly take, either difgraceful to the Rajah’s Son, or injurious to th* 
“ Inhabitants of Benares. ' 

(Signed) John Cartier." 


Copy of a Letter from Captain Gabriel Harper to the Governor, dated Fayzabad, the 27th 

September 1770. 

“ 1 have the Honour of your Letter of the 8th Inftant, with the Letter to the Vizier, who, I hjyj 
“ the Plcafure to acquaint you, is very well inclined to the young Rajah j and as it is agreeable to the 
“ Englifh Sirdars to have him fucceed his Father, his Excellency has defired me to march to Benares 
“ with the i9ch Battalion of Sepoys, to be prefent at the Agreement betwixt his Agents and Chevt 
“ Sing, and to preyent any Didurbances, as he cannot go thither himfelf, being confined by a Hurt 
“ on his Leg, which it will be ncceflary for him to be very careful of j he purpofes meeting the Ge. 
“ ncral at Benares, but will go thither with a few People. His Demands on the Rajah’s Son are 
“ exorbitant ; but as you advife that this young Man Ihould not confider what Money he gives to 
“ fccurc the Succeflion, I (hall enforce your Sentiments to him, and doubt not but this Bufinefs will 
“ be happily concluded.” 


Extrad of a Letter from the Splefl: Committee, dated Fort Wjljiam, the 25th September 1770, 

to Capt" Gabriel Harper. 

** The Prefident has already communicated our Sentiments to the Vizier, in favour of Bulwand 
“ Sing’s Son. It has afforded us great Satisfadlion to learn, that he will attend to our Recommenda- 
“ tion to the Nomination of a Succeflbr to the Zemindary of Benares, and we fiiall not fail to urge 
“ this Matter (Irongly to him. To this End we defire you will exert your utmoft Endeavours, to 
“ prevail on the Vizier to confirm the Sunnuds to the Son of Bulwand Sing. The ftrong and inviola- 
“ ble Attachment which fubfifted betwixt the Company and the Father, makes us moll readily inter, 
“ pofc our good Offices for the Son.’? 


Extrad of a Letter to the Seled Committee of Fort William ; dated Camp at Benares, 

the 4th Oft ober 1770. 

I had the Honour to addrefs you from Fayzabad on the azd September. I then acquainted you, 
that his Excellency had fixed his Departure for this Place the iff Inftant; but on his receiving 
“ the Prefident’s Letter, advifing him to grant the Succeffion of the Countries held by Bulwand 
“ Sing to bis Son, being confined by a violent Hurt on his Leg, and judging that his Pre- 
“ fence at Benares, and March through the Country, might be prejudicial to the Grain at this Time, he 
“ defired me to proceed with the 19th Battalion, and to be prefent at the Conferences betwixt his 
“ Agent and Cheyt Sing, relative to the Nezaranah and Encreafe of Revenue. I immediately com- 
“ plied ; and was fully convinced of the Propriety of my being prefent at the fettling of the Succef- 
“ fion, by the Prefident’s Letter to me, which direfted me to take every Opportunity of recom- 
“ mending the Mcafurc to his Excellency, as it was of the utmoft political Import to the Company'* 
“ Affairs, and that he thought the young Man ought not to confider the Price he paid to fatisfy the 
“ Vizier’s Jealoufy and Avarice. I was alfo convinced that an Agreement made betwixt AlUge 
“ Cawn on the Nabob’s Part, and the Rajah’s Son, would be liable to Alterations, and might be rc- 
“ yoked at Pleafurc by the Vizier. This cannot now be the Cafe, as he will firmly abide by the 
“ Treaty of which I am to be a Witnefs. Cheyt Sing was fo fully convinced of this, that he would 
“ not have fettled th? Terms at any Rate with Allage Cawn. He entered indeed into Ncgociations 
“ with him, to preferve Appearances, and had once mentioned 10 Lacks as a Nizar, and an Encreafe 
“ of the Revenue i Lack per Annum. The Nabob demands 20 Licks for the former, and. an En- 
“ creafe of the Revenu'e 5 Lacks per Annum. A Medium will doubtlefs be determined on ; and 
as it appears that no Delay ought to be admitted in this Affair, as the neighbouring Provinces arc 
“ in fuch Commotion, I ffiall urge to the young Man the Prefident’s Advice, and hope that the Agree* 
** ment within Three qr four Days will be finally and happily concluded. 

(Signed) G. Harper.” 


Extraft of a Letter to the Sclcft Committee of Fort William j dated Camp at Benares, 

the 8 th Oftober 1770. 

^ “ I had the Honour to addrefs you on the 4th Inftant, fince which I have had Two Meetings with 
‘‘ Cheyt Sing, and have ftrenubufly advifed him, according to the Prefident’s Sentimento in his Letter 
.. to me, to fccurc to himfelf the Succeffion of his Father’s Country. 


«• There 
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“ There has not been much bickering about the Terms, as I have endeavoured to prevent any hatiH 
Behaviour from the Nabob’s Agent, and have convinced Cheyi Sipg of the Neceffity for comply- 
ing with thp Nabob's Demands, as far as he could with Honour, and without didrelTing himfelf. 
“ The Terms were this Morning finally c6ncluded, 17 Lacks to be paid as a Nezaranah, and an En- 
“ create on the Revenue of 2 i Lacks per Annum i the Nezar to be paid at Two Payments, Ten 
“ Lacks immediately, the remaining Seven in Twelve Months. The Day after To-morrow Cheyt 
“ Sing will receive the Kcllaut, and the Sunnuds will be made out immediately. So foon as he puts 
“ on the Drefs, which will be done in a Tent pitched in the moft public Place, 1 fhall order a Salute 
‘‘ of 15 Guns to be fired by the Artillery of the 19th Battalion, in order to make the young Man of 
“ more Confequence in his nw Government, and to convince the People that it is through your Mc- 
“ diation he has attained to the SuccelTion. 

“ I have the Satisfaftion to acquaint you, that all Ranks of People are fatisfied with the Tranf- 
“ aftions at this Place, and 1 live in Hopes that the Part I have afted will meet with your Approba- 
“ tion. I will leave to the young Rajah and others, to acquaint you how I have condudfed myfelf ; 
“ only thus much let me fay, that I have kept a ftridk Eye, not to diminifli our National Honour, 
“ Difintcreftedncfs, and Juflice, which I am of Opinion has had a greater ElFcft in fccuring to the Cotn- 
“ pany their vail PolTclfions, than ever the Force of their Arms, however formidable, could do. 

(Signed) G. Harper.” 


Extract of a Letter to the Select Committee of Fort William *, dated Camp at Benares, 

the 11th Oftober 1770. 

“ Ycftcrday Cheyt Sing was fully veiled with the Government of the Diftriils held by Bulwand 
“ Sing, and, I have the Happinefs to acquaint you, amidft the Acclamations of a numerous People ; 
“ who I have taken Care to inform, that this favourable Change for them and the Family of Bulwand 
“ Sing, has arofc entirely from your Influence with the Vizier. It was alfo requifite that public 
“ Praile to him (hould not be wanting, and it is with the highell Satisfadion I can inform you, all 
“ Parties appear perfectly well pleafed with the Manner of conduding and finilhing this Bufinefs. I 
lhall now return diredly to Fayzabad, as it may foon be requifite for the 19th Battalion to proceed 
‘‘ to the Weftward. 

(Signed) Gab. Harper.’’ 


Extrad of a Letter from the Scled Committee to Captain Harper j dated Fort William, 

the 19th Odober 1770. 

“ We have received your Letters of the 4th and 8th Inftant i The latter has afforded us the 
greatell Satisfadion, in that we perceive our Wilhes have been happily accomplilhed, in obtain- 
“ ing for the Son of the late Rajah Bulwand Sing, the Zemindary of Benares. We cannot but 
“ cllccm it a lucky Circumftance, that the Vizier confidered you as a nccclTary Witnefs to the Nc- 
gociation carrying on betwixt his Agent artd the young Rajah. The final Conclufion of this im- 
portant Afi^air will Hand as a Proof to the World of the Readinefs with which the Vizier attends 
to the Recommendations of the Englilh t and its being brought fo fpeedily to an Iflue, without 
“ thofe Altercations which generally prevail in Treaties of this Nature, we arc inclined to attribute 
“ in a great Meafure to the Prudence of your Condud whilft at Benares •, of which we take this 
Opportunity of exprelfing our Approbation.” 


Extrad of a Letter from the Governor to Cajrtain Harper •, dated Fort William, 

the 25th Odober 1770. 

“ I (hould be guilty of Injuilice did 1 withhold my Approbation and entire Satisfadion of the 
“ Part you have fupported in fome late Tranfadions at Benares j and (hall ever allow you have been 
** the chief Infirumcnt in bringing them to fo fpeedy a Conclufion ■, nor have I any Doubt but 
“ this Merit will be allowed you by our common Mailers in England.— Your Difinterellednefs has 
*' been equally diftinguilhable as your Abilities } and both do you the greateft Honour t and if you 
" meet not the Reward which thefe deferve, a Confeioufnefs of being both a ufeful and worthy 
!! Servant, will adminillcr the fulleft Comforts. 

(Signed) John Cartier.*’ 


Jt 


Svp. SsL. Com. Rsp. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Harper’s Evidenct, on the Inveftiture, See. of Cheyt Sing; 

T icutenant Colonel Gabriel Harper attending, was called in, and alked. Whether he was ftationei 
af the Court of the Vizier Suja Dowlah ? he faid. He was, with the Command of a Battalion 
of Sepoys. — Being alked, How long ? he faid. Near Six Years, from 1767 to 1774.— -'Being alked. 
Whether tlie Death of Bulwant Sing, the Rajah of Benares, happened during that Period ? he faid. 
It happened in Auguft 1770.-— Being alked. Whether he had any Inftrudlions from the Council 
of Calcutta, relative to the Apointment of a Succellbr ? he faid, the Government of Calcutta, 
in their Letters to him, direfted, that he Ibould recommend to Sujah Dowlah to appoint Cheyt 
Sing, the declared SoccelTor of his Father Bulwant Sing, to fuccced to his Zemindary. — Being alked. 
Whether he was employed by the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, in fettling the Terms of the Succeffion of 
Cheyt Sing to the Rajahlhip of Benares ? he faid, Hewasj and for that Purpofc marched the i9tli 
Battalion of Sepoys, which he commanded. — Being alked. Whether any Minifter of the Vizier afted in 
Conjunftion with him ? he faid, There was a Perfon on the Part of the Vizier, Elijah Khan, who at that 
Time engaged his Confidence. — Being alked. Whether Raj^h Cheyt Sing accepted of the Sunnuds, 
and the Terms propofed by the Vizier, through him and his Minifter? he faid. There were feveral 
Conferences, but he finally accepted the Terms agreed to by us on the Part of the Vizier.— Being 
alked. Who performed the Ceremony of invefling Cheyt Sing with the Grant of the Zemindary? 
he faid. The Ceremony of putting on the Khelaut, or honorary Drefs, was pcrlormcd by the 
Nabob’s Officers, whofe Duty it was i but tlie Sunnud was prclcntcd to him by him (the Wicnefs).— 
Being alked, in what Manner, he faid, The Ceremony was public ; and the igth Battalion of Sepoys, 
the "Troops of the Vizier, who were with his Minifter, and the Tiwps of Cheyt Sing, were all drawn 
upi and after the Ceremony of the Inveftiture was performed, he (the Witnefs) direfted a Salute to 
be fired by the Arrilleryof the 19th Battalion, on thcOccafion. — Being alked, Whether the Sunnuds 
or Grants were the fame as that by which Bulwant Sing enjoyed his Zemindary ? he faid. They were 
not the fame •, the Sunnud that Bulwant Sing heUl did nor, he believes, extend beyond his own Life ; 
that to Cheyt Sing was granted to him and his Heirs •, there was an Encrcafc of Revenue to be paid 
by Cheyt Sing to the Vizier, he believes of Two Lacks and an Half uf Rupees pei; Anouim.— Being 
afkcd, When Cheyt Sing was invefted with the Authority of the Zemindary, how this Appointment 
w.as received by the Inhabitants of Benares, and its dependant Provinces ? he faid, It was received 
by People in general with very great Satisfaftion, particularly by thbfe who were attacllcd to the 
Family of Bulwant Sing, under whofe Government they had lived in great Peace and Tranquillity^ — 
Being alked, Wlicther l^ilwant Sing was fuppofcd to have left gredt Treafures behind him ? he faid. 
From the fiouriffiing State of the Country under his Government, and Btilwant Sing being a Man of 
a parfimonious Difpofition, it was fuppofcd that his Treafury at his Death was very rich. — Being 
alked, Who fuccecdcd to his Treafury? he faid, Cheyt Sing;-*“Bcing alked. In wlut State of CuL 
tivation the Province of Benares and its Dependencies continued under the Government of Cheyt 
Sing ? he faid, They continued to be in a very flourilbing State, fuchas they were in the Life-time of 
his Father for Cheyt Sing continued in Office moft of thofc who had been in the Confidence 
of his Father, and had been employed by him. — Being alked. Whether Cheyt Sing was a Man of an 
expenfive Dilpofition ? he faid. At the Time of his fuccceding to the Government, he was a very 
young Man, and more fond of Shew and Expcnce than his Father. — Being alked, What Opinion 
Cheyt Sing entertaincid bf the, Solicitation- of the Council of Calcutta in his Behalf? he faid, He 
always fpokc to him of it with the greateft Gratitude, ahd efteemed himfclf as principally indebted to 
the Intcrpofition of the Englifli Government, for fo readily lucceeding to the PolTcffions of his Father. 
— Being alked, at what I*triod the Grant of the Sunnud to Cheyt Sing was? he faid, The Ceremony 
of Inveftiture was on the 8th of Odober 1770. — Being alked. If he knew, or ever heard, that a Sun- 
nud with more ample- Powers ihan that of- 1770, wasiobtained for Cheyt $ing in 1773, he faid# 
He never did hear of any } but as 4 fiiU Anfwer to this Queftion^ hc begged. Leave to refer to the 
Sunnud, which was executed in his Prefenor, with fhe Sunttudrthat was- granted in 1773. — Being 
alked, Whether he knows the City of Benares? hdfaid, Yes.— Being alke<L Whether ‘t ‘s vc,ty large- 
and populous ? he faid, It is very large and populous, — Being alked, Whether it was a Plgce of 
great Refort ? hdfaid, It was.— Being alked, Whether it was held facred in the Hindoo Religion ? 
he laid, It was held very facred — Being alked. Whether it was a Place of great Diforder, Confu- 
fion, and Irregularity, beyond other great Towns in India ? he faid, As little as in any Place in 
India-, but in the neighbouring Countries, particularly in the Diftrift of Budgepore, there were 
many People -whofe conllant Livelihood was by Theft. — Being alked. Whether there was no Magi- 
flrate or Officer to fuperintend the Police of the City of Benares ? he faid. He believes the Police of 
that. Place was better regulated than almoft any other City in Sujah Dowlah’s Country— Being 
apeed, Whether Property was held to be as ftcure in that Town as in any other Part of India.? he 
faid, ide believes more fo. — Being alked, Whether many Mufllilmen did rcfide in that Town ? h« 
laid. The Mahommedans bore a very fmall Proportion to the Hindoos. — Being alked, Whether the 
8 Vizier 
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Vizier did ever attempt to give fliem a Mahorpmedan Magiftrate ? he faid, He believes hot ; he docs 
not rccolleft any fuch Thing.— Bdrtg afted, If he thinks that a Mahommedan Magiftrate would be 
plcafing to the Inhabitants ? he faid, Sorely not.— Being afked, In what Light Sujah Dowlah con- 
lidcrcd the Solicitation of the Governor and Council of Calcutta, to confer on Cheyt Sing the Sun- 
nods for the Zemindary of Benares i he fmd. Knowing the Connexion and Friendftiip that fub- 
fiftcd between Bulwant Sing and the Englifh Government, he concluded it was extended to the Son •, 
and wiftiing to live on Terms of Friendftiip and Amity, he granted the Sunnuds to Cheyt Sing with 
a very good Grace. — Being aiked, Whether he complained of it as an Infringement upon his Rights, 
or a Degradation of his Authority ? he faid, He certainly did not, or he never would have requefted 
him (the Witnefs) to take a Part in the Negociation with Cheyt Sing, for his Succeflion to the Zemin- 
dary. — Being alkcd, Whether it was underftood by the Tenor of the Treaty in 1770, that Rajah 
Cheyt Sing was liable to be removed from his Zemindary at the Pleafure of the Englifli Govern- 
ment at Calcutta? he faid. No, certainly not} he was Zemindar under the Government of Sujah 
Dowlah, and amenable to him only. — Being aflted. Whether Ke was removable at the Vizier’s 
Pleafure ? he faid. He conceives not, unlefs he had entered into Praffices inimical to the Nabob’s 
(iovernment, and then he would be treated as any Government would treat a Delinquent. — Being 
aiked. Whether he paid his Revenues pundually to the Vizier? he faid. He has always underftood, 
that it was a certain Rcfourcc to the Vizier, and that his ftated Payments were never held back a 
fmgic Day. — Being afked. Whether that Punftuality was ufual in Payments from the Zemindars ? 
he faid, Not very ufual. — Being aiked, In what Light the Rajah of Benares w.as confulcrcd at the 
Court of the Nabob of Oude? he faid, The Rajah of Benares was confidered as a Perfon of great 
Refpeft and Confcquencc, and as a Perfon the moft conftderable of all his Dependants. — Being afked. 
Whether it was ufual for him to make any extraordinary Demands, beyond the Rent, upon the Rajah 
of Benares? he faid, During the Time he was in that Country, he never knew an Inftance of it.— 
Being aiked, If the Rajah of Benares had made any Rcmonftrances to him upon Grievances, real or 
fiippofed, whether it was not probable that he would never have received any Anfwer ? he laid. 
There certainly would have been an Anfwer given ; for there was a Vackeel from the Rajah of Benares 
conftantly refident about the Perfon of the Vizier, and through him all Letters and Bufinefs was 
tranfafted, and all Anfwcrs fent } and at the Time that he refided with the Vizier, there w.ts a great 
Difpatch of all public Bufinefs. 

And being afked, Whether he has ever had an Opportunity of knowing ihe late Vizier Sujah 
Dowlah’s Opinion of the Conftitution of the Council General of Calcutta ? he faid, Yes, he has 
frequently converfed with him upon that Subjetft. — Being aflced, Whether he did underftand the 
Nature of that Conftitution, and their Dependence upon the Orders of the Company, and the Mode 
of Succeflion, in cafe of a Vacancy, to the Government ? he faid. From the Explanations be has 
given him, and from other Enquiries, be perfcdtly underftood it } be admired very much tlie In- 
ftitution of the Government which bad the Management of fo cxtenfive a Country, and that was not 
fubjed to any Revolutions by the Death or Removal of any of its Members ; Events that generally 
produced fuch extraordinary Confcquenccs amongft the Princes of India, and even Perfons of high 
Authority. — Being afked. Whether, from the Time that he delivered the Sunnuds of Zemindary to 
Bulwant Sing in 1770, to the Year 177J, when he quitted his Station with the Vizier, he remembers 
Cheyt Sing ever to have paid his Refpeds in Perfon to the Vizier ? he faid. He never did, nor 
ever could be prevailed on to do it.— Being afked. Why he was fo averfe to vifiiing his Superior ? ho 
faid. His Father Bulwant Sing, fearful of Treachery, or of being compelled to aft contrary to his 
Opinion, had never ventured his Perfon in the Prefence of Sujah Dowlah, except in the Company of 
Lord Clive, and other Englifli Chiefs 1 and his Son, keeping in his Confidence the fame Minifters 
who had much Influence with his Father, kept alive the fame Prejudices and Fears } and he con- 
ceives this to be the Rcafon why he never would attend at the Court of Sujah Dowlah. — Being 
afked, Whether Bulwant Sing or Cheyt Sing did make any Scruple of vifiting the Governor or 
Calcutta or the Commander in Chief, whenever they came to Benares ? he faid, I hey were 
always ready to pay their refpeftful Attendance on them, and without any other than the ufual Guards 
which conftantly waited on them. — Being afked. Whether he was ever employed on public Bufinefs 
with the Rohilla Chiefs ? he faid, He was. — Being afked. Whether they ever came into the Prefence 
of Sujah Dowlah ? he faid, They did. — Being afked, Whether there was any Guarantee of the Englifli 
given on that Occafion ? he faid. There was by Sir Robert Barker, the General and Commander 
in Chief of the Army } and be attended them front their own to the Britifti Camp. The Conferences 
with Sujah Dowlah and the Rohilla Chiefs were held at the Head Quarters of the Britifti General. 
—Being afked. Whether tliofe Chiefs would have ventured to meet Sujah Dowlah without liich a 
Guarantee ? he faid, He is certain they would not : They had no Confidence in him ; and declared 
to him (the Witnefs) that without the Guarantee of the Britifti Government they would not truft 
themfelves in his Power. . , , 

Being afked. When the Inferior lays hisTurband in the Lap of a Superior, what is underftood to 
be denoted by that Aftion ? he faid. It is an Aft of great Humiliation, and implies a Reliance on 
the Proteftion of the Perfon, fOr his Perfon, Honour, and Fortune. ... r , • n 

Being aflced. Whether Bulwant Sing prefided over the Civil and Criminal Jurifdiftion of his Pro- 
vinces.? he faid, He certainly did : He had the Power of Life and Death throughout his whole 
Dominions. 


Being 
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Being asked. Whether the Forts of Bidjcgur and Luttifporc exifted in Bulwant Sing’s Government? 
he faid. Yes, and long before his Government : Upon any Alarm or Apprehenfion of Danger, the 
Rajah conftantly fent his Treafurc and valuable EBeAs to thofe Fortreffes, as Places of Security. 

Being asked, Whether Benares is a wealthy City ? he faid. Yes, it is very rich, from the Refidence 
of many capital Merchants and monied Men, whofe Dealings, he believes, extend to every Part 
of India. 

Being asked, If a Governor General and a Deputation of the Council General, being at Benares, 
Ihould forbid the Rajah from vifiting him or them, what Effcft does he conceive would luch an Or- 
der have on the Minds of the Inhabitants of that City f he faid. Such a Prohibition would be confi. 
dered as an avowed Mark of Difpleafurc andot Indignity to the Rajah } and if this continued for any 
Time, they would conceive a Revolution of the Government was intended.— Being alkcd, What he 
conceives would be the Opinion of the Inhabitants when they faw the Rajah put under an Arreft, 
and a Guard placed over him ? he faid. From their Attachment to his Perfon and Government, he 
conceives that the unfortunate Conlcqucnccs which immediately followed his Arreft might have been 
expeded from fuch Treatment. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, aoth July 1780. 


To Major Jacob Camac. 


H aViNG appointed you to the Command of a Detachment ordered to be formed of Four Batta- 
lions of Sepoys, Three of which are to be furnilhed from the Army ftationed at Cawnpore, and 
the Fourth the Battalion of Light Infantry commanded by Captain James Browne, we direft you to 
proceed to Cawnpore, or to the Station of that Detachment, wherever it may be, and to conduft 
It without Lofs of Time into the Dominions of the Ranaof Gohed, there to relieve the Corps now 
under the Command of Captain Popham in that Quarter. 

rhe Ranna of Gohed having in virtue of a Treaty lately concluded between him and this Govern- 
ment, required the Aid of a Military Force on the Part of this Government, for the Defence of his 
Country againft the Marattas who had invaded it. Captain Popham was appointed to this Service, 
and to this you now fuccccd : Wc therefore dired that you comply with fuch Rcquifitions as lhall be 
made to you by the Ranna for this, and for fuch other Conditions as he is entitled to demand by the 
Treaty, and lhall be pradicable with the Force under your Command. 

Whenever the Ranna lhall have no further Service for the Detachment, and lhall difmifs it in the 
Manner preferibed by the Treaty, and no Occafion lhall prefent itfelf for the Employment of the 
Detachment in promoting the general Siiccefs of the War in which wc are engaged with the Maratta 
State, you arc forthwith to return with it into the Dominions of the Nabob of Oude, and there wait 
for further Orders. And if, before your March into Gohed, you lhall receive an Intimation from 
him in Writing, that he lhall not require the Afliftance of your Detachmenr, you will in like Man- 
ner fufpend your March, and wait for further Orders. 

But as the Firft Defign of this Government, in the Alliance lately formed with the Ranna of Go- 
hed, was to diftrefs the Maratta State by a Diminution of their Power, Revenue, and Influence ; and, 
by uniting with other Powers in Enmity with them, to divert and weaken their Operations ; and as 
the Mara”ta Dominions, which lie contiguous to Gohed, appertain to Mahdajce Scindia and Tuc- 
toojee Holcar, the Two principal Rulers of that State, and the Leaders of the Army employed to 
oppofc General Goddard, we authorize and inftrufl you, in cafe you lhall judge it praflicable and 
expedient, to carry the War immediately into that Quarter, rcouiring from the Ranna the Propor- 
tion of Cavalry ftipulatcd by the Treaty to be furnilhed by him for fuch a Service *, or, in cafe of his 
Inability, whether from the Seafon of the Year, or from whatever other Caufe, to fulfil this Con- 
dition in'its complete Extent, to require and accept from him fuch other Aid, in furnilhing Provi- 
fjons, and in forming Magazines of Grain, and other Means of Subfiftcnce and Communication, as 
you lhall judge equivalent to it. 

For your Guidance in maintaining the Relation of your Command to the Ranna of Gohed, we here- 
with deliver you a Copy of the Treaty executed with him, and wc require and enjoin you to conform 
to it with the moft fcrupulous and literal Exaftnefs. 

If any Cafe lhall occur for which we have not provided by thefe Inftruflions, and which lhall not 
be contrary to them, we empower you to aft therein according to your own Judgment > in all 
others, ihcfc Inftruftions are pofitivc, and mull be implicitly obeyed. 
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The Commiiftf^ Genetil having dray^n out an ElJa^flimcnt for your Detachment, which meetj 
without Approbation, are trarifniit it to yw} defying at the fame Time, that you do not, on any 
Account, fuffer the fmaUeft Alteration or Deviation to be made inat* 

Fort \Villiaih, Wc are, &c, 

20th July 1 7^0. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret CbnfuUaiions, the 3d Oflober 1780. 

^ H E Commander in Chief delivers in the following Minute: 

Sir Eyre Coote — The great Lofs of Troops upon the Coaft, of which we have daily Confirmation, 
and the difpirited Situation to which thofe remaining are reduced, will render thcfmall Number now 
going by Sea very inadequate to the Service expefted, unlcfs fupported by a Detachment of Sepoys 
to march by Land into the Circars, the Defence of which, muft now be extremely weakened by the 
Neteflity there muft have been of drawing the Troops ftationed for their Defence towards the Pre- 
fidency ; I therefore propofe that Six or Eight Battalions of Sepoys, with their Guns, and One Com- 
pany of Artillery, be ordered to be in Readinefs to march through the Cuttack Road towards 
Madras, and the Order for their March to depend upon the Hopes we have given us that the Ma- 
ratta Army, now lying there, will either join us, of return 5 as without this, or a Peace concluded 
with the Marattas, I never can advife any Detachment of Troops marching from hence to the 
Coaft. 

(Signed) Eyre Coote. 


Agreed to the Propofition made by the Commander in Chief. 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultations, the afithDflober 1780. 

The Governor General — In Confultation the 3d Oflober laft, it was recommended by the Com- 
mander in Chief, and refolvcd, That 6 or 8 Battalions of Sepoys, with their Guns, and One Company 
of Artillery, be ordered to be in Readinefs to March through the Cuttack Road towards Madras the 
Order for their March being to depend on the Hopes given us, that the Maratta Army, now lying 
there, will cither join us or return. To form a Detachment of this Strength will require many pre- 
paratory Arrangements, which can hardly be complcated in Icfs Time than a Month, or perhaps Six 
Weeks, from its firft Fortnstioft. The fair Seafori is now ticgun, and the Anfwcrs from the Govern- 
ment of Bcrar to our late Difpatchcs, muft be expcfled much within the Courfe of the enfuing Month i 
if thefe are favourable, the Detachment ought not to lofc an Inftant after their Arrival, in commencing 
its March. I niyfclf have every Rcafon to believe that their Anfwer will be as favourable as we can 
wilh. Thefe Reafons I lhall now communicate to the Board ; in the mean Time I move, tliat Orders 
be irTimcdiatcly ifTued for forming the Detachment, and that it do confift of One Company of 
Artillery, and Six Battalions of Sepoys with their Guns. I take the Liberty to recommend, that 
Lieut. Colonel Pcarfe be appointed to the Command of this Detachment, and Major Edmonftone to 
be the Second in Command. The firft of thefe Recommendations I can venture to aflurc the Board, 
will be agreeable to the Commander in Chief, and that it was his Intention to have offered it himfelf. 
The feconet proceeds folely from my Opinion of the Qualifications of Major Edmonftone, whom I 
know only as an Officer, neither is he acquainted with my prefent Wilhes upon this Subjeft. 

If the Board lhall approve of thofe Propofitions, I further beg Leave to fuggeft the Expediency of 
replacing the Number which will be thus takeh from 6ur Native Infantry, by fuch Means as fliall be 
judged the moft effciftual and lead burthenfome in their Expcncc, that which has occurred to me, 
and which I fubmit to the Confideration of the Board, is, to augment all the Battalions which remain, 
by an equal Number of Rank and File diftributed amongft them, to be hereafter drafted, and formed 
into regular Battalions of the cftablilhed Strength, when they fliall be required for aftual Service. 

^ his Expedient, if the Board approves it, may be ref^erred to the Provincial Commander in Chief, and 
his Opinion upon it defired, or in place of it, any other which he may judge more fuitable to the End 
propofed. ' 

The Governor General . lays before the Board, for their PerufaJ, a Tranflation of a Letter from Maha 
*J*ia Mooiiijce Boofla, received on the 20'h Inftant, and of a Letter lioni Dewangur Pundit, the 
Maha Raja’s Dewan, to Beneram Pundit, referred to in it. 

Sup. Sel. Co.M. Rep. II. 2 a Mf* 
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Mr. Whclcr— I agree to the forming of the Detachment now propofed the Governor Gcncraf 
in confequcnce of the Refolution of the 3d loftant, in order that it may be in Readinefs to adt as 
may judge proper^ after receiving thd Advices that afi: expefted from the GoVcrnnjeiu of Bcrar. j 
accede to theWifhes of the Commander in Chief in the Appointment 0/ Lieutenant Colonel Pcarfe to the 
Command of this Detachment, and to the Governor General's Recommendation of Major Edtnonftonc 
to the Second in Command ; 1 alfo agree to refer to the Provincial Commander in Chief, the Expedieof 
propofed by the Governor General, refpefting the Number of Sepoys which will be taken from the 
prefent Strength of our Military Eftabliihment by this Mcafure. 

Mr. Francis — Mr. Whclcr has fo exaftjy ^xprefled what I meant to fay, that I (ball content myfeif 
with fubferibing to the fame Anfwer to the Governor General's Motion. 

Agreed, That Orders be immediately ilTucd for forming a Detachment to proceed over Land to. 
wards Madras 1 that the fame do confift of One Company of Artillery, and Six Battalions of Sepoys 
with their Guns \ and that Brigadier General Stibbert be diredted to carry this Refolution into 
Execution. 

Agreed, That Lieutenant Colonel Pearfc be appointed to the Command of the Detachment, and 
Major Edmonftone to be Second in Command or it. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, lath June 1775. 

'T'HE Governor General lays before the Board the following Minute and Obfervations for their 
Confidcration. 

The Sovereignty of the Zemindary of Benares and its Dependencies having been ceded in Perpe- 
tuity to the Honourable Company, by the Fifth Article of the Treaty lately formed with the Nabob 
AfTop 6 Dowla ; it becomes immediately ncccflary to determine, in what Manner this Right Iha’l 
be exercifed, and the regular Payment of the Revenue due from the Rajah fccurcd. 

The Governor General moves,' That this Subjedk be taken into the Confidcration of the Board ; and 
fubmits to their Corredkion and Approval, the following Plan of Settlement with Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
to be obferved until the Pleafure of the Company refpedking it (hall be known ; declaring his Rcadi- 
nefs to acquiefee in any other which may be propofed, on Terms by which more cffedlual Provifion 
may be made for the Intereft of the Company, without an Encroachment on the juft Rights of the 
Rajah, or the Engagements adkually fubfifting with him. 

1. That Rajah Cheyt Sing (hall pay into the Treafury of the Honourable Company at Patna, in 
equal Monthly Payments, the Yearly Revenue of 22,48,449 SenewautR’; being the Sum fettled with 
the late Nabob Shuja Dowla, and confirmed* by an Agreement executed the faid Nabob, in Pre- 
fence of the Prcfident of the late Council of Fort William, at Benares, under Date the 6th of Sep- 
tember 1773. 

2. That the Rajah (hall be empowered to exercife a complete and uncontrolled Authority over his 
Zemindary, under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Honourable Company, in the Government of 
the Country dependant on him, in the Colledlion of the Revenues, and in the Adminiftration of 
Juftice. 

3. That Sunnuds be granted to the Rajah, fpecially conferring upon him the Power of appointing 
Officers to the Charge of the Cutwally, and the Mint of Benares j the latter to be fubjeA to fuch 
Orders and Regulations as the Governor General and Council (hall at any Time think it proper to 
Decree. 

4. That in return for thefe Concclfions, and for the Performance of his Duty as a VaflTal to the 
Company, the Rajah (hall engage to maintain in conftant Pay, and ready at all Times for immediate 
Service, a Body of Two thoufand Horfe, on fuch a fixed Eftablifliment as (hall be preferibed by the 
Governor General and Council } and that whenever the Service of this Corps (hall Jjc required by the 
Governor General and Council, it (hall be configned to the Command of fuch Officer or Officers as 
they (hall appoint, and be allowed from the Company an additional Pay or Gratuity of Fifteen Rupee* 
per Month for each Private Man, and in Proportion for the Officers of the find Corps, during the 
Time of fuch Service. 

5. That while the Rajah (hall continue faithful to thefe Engagements, and ponftual in his Pay- 
ments, and fhall pay due Obedience to the Authority of this Government, no more Demands (hall be 
made upon him by the Honourable Company, of any Kind ; or on any Pretence whatfoever (hall any 
Perfon be allowed to interfere with his Authority, or to difturb the Peace of his Country. 


I. Tljere 
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1. there is noQueftion that the Rajah can well afford to pay this Proportion of the Rents of hit 

Zenilndary, which confifts of as rich and well‘cultivated a Territory, as any Diftrid perhaps of the fame 
Extent in India. The Company have a clear and indifpotablc Right to this Sum ; nor is it likely that 
he will either conteR it, or defirc any RemiQlonof it} belldes, the other Conditions propofed in this 
Plan will virtually prove both an Augmentation of his Means, and a Diminution of his real Pay- 
ments to Government, as will be Ihewn in the Remarks on the laft Article. ^ 

It is propofed to receive the Payment of his Rents at Patna, becaufe that is the neareft Provincial 
Sution, and becaufe it would not truftrate the Intention of rendering the Rajah independent ; if a Re- 
lldcnt was appointed to receive the Money, as it became due, at Benares, fuch a Rcfident would tin* 
avoidably acquire an Influence over the Rajah and over his Country, which would in Effed render 
him the Mafter of both. This Confcquence might not perhaps be brought completely to pafs without 
a Struggle, and many Appeals to the Council, which, in a Government conflituted like this cannot 
fail to terminate againft the Rajih, and, by the Conftrudion to which his Oppofition to the A»ent 
would be liable, might eventually draw on him fevcrc Reftridions, and end in reducing him to'^the 
mean and deprived State of a mere Zemindar. 

2. The Advantages which the Rajah will receive from thefe ConcefHons, exclufive of the Gratifi- 
cations which his Pride would obtain from the Poffcfllon of a State of Power and Dignity unknown 
to any of his Anceftors, and the Security of his Perfon and Pofleflions from the Company's 
Protedion, may be rated equal to many Lacks of Rupees, which though faved to him, are 
no Lofs to the Government on which he depends; being all Articles of invifiblc Kxpence in 
Fees to the Minifters and Officers of the Nabob, in the Charges of a double Eftabliffiment of 
Vackeels to both Governments, in Prefents and Charges of Accommodation to the Nabob during 
his Refidence at any Place within the Boundaries of his Zemindary, in the Frauds, Embezzle- 
ments, and Oppreffions excrcifed in the Mint and Cutwally ; befidcs the allowed Profits of thofc Of- 
ficers, and the Advantages which every Man in occafional Power, or in the Credit of it, might make 
of the Rajah’s known Weaknefs, and the Dread he flood in, both of tlic Difpleafure of the Nabob 
and the Ill-will of Individuals among the Englifli, who were all confidered, cither in their prelent 
Stations or Connexions, or the Right of Succeffion, as Members of the State of Bengal. It would be 
fcarce poffible to enumerate all the Inconveniencies to which the Rajah was liable in his former Situ- 
ation, or to eftimate the prccife EffeX which they produced on his Revenue, and on the grofs Amount 
of his Expences ; but it may be eafily conceived that both were enormous, and of a Nature the moft 
likely to Icffen the Profits of Government, inftead of adding to them. 

3. Thefe Offices have been confidered as Marks of Sovereignty, at lead this has ferved for the Pre- 
text to withhold them from the PolTcffion of the Rajah, to whom they have been a heavy Grievance t 
the Cutwally efpccially, which being held in Farm, and excrcifed under the Authority of a Prince who 
had no Intercll in the Welfare or Eafe of the People, has always been reprefented, as in its obvious 
Tendency it could fcarce fail to prove, a Source of the worft Corruption and Oppreflion, from which 
there was no Appeal. If there be any Weight in the Plea for referring thefe Prerogations to the 
Company, the Grant of them to the Rajah himfclf by fpecial Sunnuds, will be a fufficient Expreflion of 
their Sovereignty, although the folemn Renunciation of it already made by the Nabob of Oude, is the 
btft and moft valid Charter under which it can be claimed, and while they have Tlircc Bripades and 4 
Rill IVeafury to affift it, there is no Fear that their Right to it will be oppofed by Realbnings drawn 
from implied Symbols of Dominion. 

Some Regulations will be immediately ncccflary for the Mint, and others may occafionally become 
fo. No Alterations Ihould be made in the Weight or Alloy of the Coin to be debafed, and the 
Rajah himfclf hold his Right to the Mint, on Condition of his faithful Obfcrvancc of thefe Rules. 

By the Cuftom of Benares, all Rupees ftruck in the Mint are called Siccas, and pal's as the current 
Coin ol the Country for One Year, after which they arc charged with a Batta, varying from 2 to 3^ 
per Cent, according to their Dates, and pafs under the Denomination ofLunwauts or Gowher Shakccs. 
It is in thefe Species that the Rents are payable to Government, and while they continue of equal and 
proper Qualities, they may be introduced into Circulation in the Province of Bahar, without Lofs to 
the Company, and with an Advantage to the ColleXions. But tht grcatell Care ought therefore to be 
taken that the Rupees be not debafed ; for if they are, they will occafion a double Lofs on the Com* 
pany, by the immediate Difeount on them in the Treafury, and by a falfc Culrency introduced into 
the Revenue. 

4. I rather propofc this for Confideration than recommend it. Such a Body of well-difciplincd and 
well-appointed Cavalry will give Credit to the Rajah, and may prove ferviccable to this Govern- 
n«nt, though the Occafions will rarely happen in which we fhall want it. The additional Pay 
will make them our own when we do want them, and will be no great Expencc. 

5. The voluntary Rcftraint laid by the Government on its own AXions, will afford the Rajah the 
greateft Confidence, aqd naturally infpire him with Sentiments of Fidelity and Attachment, both from 
the Principles of Gratitude and Sclf-lntcrcft. Without fome fuch Appearance, he will expeX from 
every Change of Government, additional Demands to be made upon him, anti will of coiirfc defeend 
to all the Arts of Intrigue and Concealment praXifed by other dependant R3j.ihs, which will keep 
him indigent and weak, and eventually prove hurtful to the Company. By proper Encouragement 
and ProteXion he may prove a profitable Dependant, an uleful Barrier, and even a powerful Ally to 
the Company ; but he will be neither, if the Conditions of his ConneXion with the Company are left 
open to future Variations. 


Orclcn d, 



' Ordered, That thefe Minutes be circulated to the Members of the Board, for their more attentive 
feru&l and Deliberation. 


ExtraA Bengal Secret Confultations, 5th July 1775. 

ke-confidcred the Governor General’s Minute and Plan, propofed for a Settlement with Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, for the Countries lately ceded by the Nabob ; which Minute, &c« are recorded in Coo* 
fultation, the 12th of June. 

Read the firft Article of the propofed Plan. 

The Governor General.-— When I propofed the Sum of 22^48,449 RopMS^ as the Sum to be fixtd 
for the Rajah’s Annual Payments, I meant the Sum which the Rajah a^uajly paid to the late Vizier 
being the Amount of the Agreement made with the Vizier, on the Acceffion of this Rajah to 
Zemindary of Benares, and conSrmed by the Vizier in my Prelence; but I have fince received 
from the Vackeel fundry Accounts, by which it appears, that the Sum annually paid, was 
23,72,656. 12. 

Ordered, That the Accounts be entered after the Confultation. 

The Vackeel of Rajah Chevt Sing attending the Board, in confequence of the Dcfire of the Govern 
nor General to him, he is Called in, and the following Queftions put to him : 

Queftion. In what Manner were the Payments of the Revenue made to the late Nabob, and 
how was the Money remitted to him? 

Anfwcr. A Kiftbundeewas formed at the Commencement of every Ye.ar, for the Payment of the 
Revenue, by monthly Kifts or Inftalnacnts, into the Houfes of Culhmery Mull and Lalla Bucharajc, 
two principal Shroffs at Benares, who were appointed the Nabob’s Receivers > they paid this Money 
to the Nabob, partly by Tuncaws or Aflignments, and partly by Remittances in Specie, through 
the Nabob’s Agents, who were deputed to Benares for that Purpofe. 

Queilion. Whofe was the Expence of the Shroffage, and the Charges of the Receivers ? 

Anfwcr. The Nabob’s. 

Qtieffion. Do you know whether it would be agreeable to the Rajah, or will you undertake« 
on his Behalf, to anfwcr for his Confent, to pay into the Company’s Treafury at Calcutta, 
without Deduftion, and punftually, in equal monthly Payments, the fame annual Sum 
which has been hitherto paid to the late Nabob Vizier, and to theprefent Nabob Afoph 
ul Dowlah ? 

Anfwcr. No ; the Rajah could not agree to it} the Rilk, the Expence, and the Length of the 
Way, are infuperable Obffacles. 

Queflion. Do you know if the Rajah would confent to pay his Rent at Patna ? 

Anfwcr. There arc two Objeftionsi the Length of the Way, which, would occalion a great Ex- 
pence } and the Rifk. 

Queftion. What Authority do you hold from the Rajah, and under what C ommilTion do 
yoj aft ? 

Anfwcr. I have no other Authority than the Letter which I have delivered to you from my 
Mailer. 

The Vackeel now takes his Leave, and withdraws. 

Read again the Firft Article of the Governor General’s Plan, and his Obfervations on it. 

Mr. Francis—-! agree to the Sum, upon the Soppofition that it is equal to the Whole of what wu 
paid by the Rajah to the late Nabob j but 1 think it ought to be paid into the Company’s Treafutf 
at Calcutta, at the Rajah’s Risk and Expence. 

Mr. Barwell — I agree to the Queftion ; but prefer Calcutta, and, if the Rajah cannot be per* 
fuaded to make the Payments there, the Company might fubferibe to the Difference of Exchange 
and Remittance. 

Colonel Monfonr— I agree to the Queftion j but think the Rajah Ihould be asked to make his Pay- 
ment at Calcutta. 

General Clavering is of the fame Opinion. 

The Governor General— I agree with the Board, that it would be more expedient i but as it will 
be attended with great Expence, the Rajah will no Doubt require an Allowance for the Difference. 
It may be propofed to him. ^ 

Agreed to the firft Article of the Plan } but that it be propofed to the Rajah, to pay his Tribute 
at Calcutta, inftead of Patna. 

Read the Second Article of the Plan. 

Mr. Francis approves of this Article, referving only our Claim to a reafonable Compenfation for 
the Surrender of the Cutwally and Management of the Mint to him j if the latteti (hopld be left 
entirely to him. 

Mr. Barwell is of Mr. Francis’s Opinion. 
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. Colond Monfon— No Conccflion (boi^ be made to the Rajah } he Ihould remain cxadly in the 
fame State of Dependaoce and Stibordination to the Company • as he was in to the Nabob. 

General Clavering— I am of Opinion, that the Rajah ftouid hold his Zemindary of the Company 
on the fame Footing prccifely that he held k of the late Nabob j and that if the Adminilliation of 
Jufticc be given to him, a luitable Etjoivalent may be obtained, equal to the Advantages that acauc 
to him from it- 

The Governor General obferves, that his Opinion is included in the Queftion. 

Agreed to the Second Article of the Plan j but that a Compehfation be demanded of the Rajah for 
the Cutwally. 

Read the Third Article of the Plan. 

Mr. Francis— The Gram of Sonnuds for the Cutwally ihould be in confequence of a pecuniary 
Compenfation to be agreed upon between us and the Rajah. If it be thought fit to leave him irt 
Pofieflion of the Mint, it may be neceflaty that the Company (hould appoint a Mint Maftcr, to take 
Care that the Standard of the Rupees to be coined there lhall not be altered, or that fome other 
fufficient Precaution be taken for that Purpofc: He (hould alfo, I think, pay fome Compenfation 
for fo great a Privilege as that of a Mint. 

Mr. Barwell— I think the Rajah Ihould be made the Officer of this Government, to cxercife the 
Sovereignty in the Two Inftances noticed in this Article, in Preference to any other Perfon he (hould 
pay to the Government the Sum at which the Cutwally and Mint were leafed for this laft Year, or 
upon a Medium for thefc Three laft Years, by the Natob Vizier. It Ihould be particularly fpecified 
in the Article for the Mintj the Standard at which the Coin is to be kept up ; and that in confe- 
quence of any Abufe proved upon the Officers intrufted with the Management, it (hall be deemed a 
Breach of this Article, and render it void. 

Colonel Monfon — Sunnuds may be granted to the Rajah, for appointing Officers to the Cutwally 
and Mint, on his paying ah annual Compenfation for them. The Rajah to be refponfible that the 
Coin be not debafed i if it fhould, his Right to the Zemindary to be forfeited, and to be difpofed of 
as the Company fliall think proper. 

General Clavering— I have no Objeflion to giving the Cutwally both of Benares and Juanpore 
to the Rajah, upon his making a juft Compenfation for all the Advantages which he will receive 
from it i and I am of the fame Opinion with regard to the Mint, provided it fhould be thought pro- 
per to eftablifli it at Benares ; but in that Cafe there lliould be cither an. Officer from this Government 
to fuperintend it, or the Rajah fhould be fubjefl to a very fcvcrc Penalty, if the Superintendancy of 
it is left with him, and that he fhould debafe the Coin ; but I think it is impoffiblc to determine 
thefe Points till we know the Rajah’s Sentiments upon them. 

• The Governor General’s Opinion is comprehended in the Queftion. 

Agreed to the Terms of the Third Article, on the Rajah’s paying an annual Compenfation to the 
Company for the Cutwally and the Mint, and obliging himfelf to coin Money of the precife Standard 
only, which (hall be fixed by the Board* 

Read the Fourth Article. 

Mr. Francis — I objefl to our compelling the Rajah to keep up an extraordinary Force for out 
Service, confidcring it in EfFeft as an Encreafe of the Tribute, which is contrary to the Principles 
which have guided my Judgment from the Firft Onfet of this Negotiation } I have no Objcdlion 
however to its being made an Article of Agreement with him, that he (hall cither put the Troops which 
he now keeps upon a better Footing in point of Difeipline, or dilband them, and raife an equal Num- 
ber in their Stead. What will be the bed Method of making fuch Troops ufeful, or whether Ca- 
valry (hould be preferred to Infantry, are military Points, of which I do not pretend to judge. 1 un- 
derftand that there arc local Objections to the CWky of Cavalry in the Rajah’s Country. 

Mr. Barwell — I am of Opinion that tht Rajah (hould keep up fuch a Body of Forces j but enter- 
tain the fame Sentiments with Mr. Francis refjpcfting its being an Enhancement of his Tribute, and 
of any Degree of Compulfion to induce him to it. 

Colonel Monfon — am of Opiirion the Company (hould receive the Rajah’s Affiftance on the fame 
Terms he gave it to the Vizier or the prefent Nabob. Cavalry, I underftahd, is an improper Force 
for this Country } which is bounded on the North by the Gogra ; on the South by the Mountains i 
on the Weft by A(bph ul Dbwla’s Territories j and on the Eaft by Bahar. The Extent -Woftward, 
from North to South, is not above Fifty or Sixty Cefs, which is watered by Four Rivers j the 
Gogra j-itlie Gutniity} the Say ej and the Ganges, intcrfcdlcd by many very conf»dqrable Nullas> 
and otherwile ftrengtbened by Woods, Inclofares, and Villages. That Part to the Weft of the 
Frontier, from the Gumpty to the Ganges, is ahnoft an entire Jungle inhabited by Robbers. There 
la no Ground in the* Country, or its Environs, North, Weft, and South, for fome tliftanoe, .free 
from Mountains, Nullas, Topes, Bruftrwood or Jungle, l^Iofures, and Villages^ 1 therefore 
think Infantry a more proper Force for this Country v but if the Rajah ihould be required to IvtlP 
Cavalry more for the, Defence of thclic Provinces than lut own, they (hould be officered and dilupli^d 
in the European Manner. 

General CJavering— 1 underftand that the Rajah docs keep up a large Body of Cavalry j and that 
Five hundred of thde, which ailifted, under the Command of the Captain of the Governor*^ Guar^, 
in the Conqueft of the RohiUa Coonuy, were ab(bl«tely .uJieleis by ibck total Want of Difciplinb 
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Jiold or m«y have on the Revenues of the Dominions of the £»id Nabob ! And to form and con. 
elude fuch feveral Engagements or Treaties with the Nabob Viaicr* the Government of Berart and 
with any other Chiefs or Powers of Hindoftan, as he (ball judge expedient and neceflary } whether 
for the Termination or more effeAual Profccution of the War with the Maratla State* Or for the 
Advancement of the interefts of the Honourable Company, or for the ftridl and j>ermanenc 
Confirmation of the Alliances, which do at prefent fubfift, or which he lhall judge it neceflary to 
form, with the faid Chiefs and Powers refpedively. And it is hereby declared, that all fuch Afts, 
and all fuch Engagements or Treaties, made as aforefaid, fljall be binding on the Governor Gc* 
ncral and Council, in the fame Manner, and as cffedlually as if they had been pafled and done by 
the fpecial and immediate Concurrence and a^ual JmSitm * of the Oovcfnor General and COuncilj 
in Council aflemblcd. 

Given in Fort William, under the Seal of the HonouraWe Compahy, hnd uhdef thfc Hands of the 
Governor General and Council, this Third Day of July, in the Year of our Lord One thoufand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-one. 


* JtinAton on CoOfuItation. 
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iith February 1783. Evidence of Lieutenant Colonel Crabb, refpefling the Difturbance at Be- 
nares ) and relating to Bidjegur Prize Money, 

T lEUTENANT Colonel Crabb, attending according to Order, was examined ; and being 
^ afked. How long he has ferved the Eaft India Company ? he faid. Fourteen Years. — Being 
afkcd. Upon what Eftablilhment ? he faid. The Bengal.— Being afked, When he left Bengal ? he 
faid, He left the River the 2d of May 1782. — Being asked, Where he was when the Governor Ge- 
neral arrived at Benares ? he faid. He was at Cawnporc Cantonments, in the Dooabb, or the 
Country between the Two Rivers. — Being asked, If he received any Intelligence that Cheyt Sing had 
entered into a Confederacy with feveral Powers in India againft the Eaft India Company, before the 
Arrival of Mr, Haftings at Benares ? he faid. He did not receive any fuch Intelligence particularly } 
but fuch Reports were circulaccd \ how they arofe he knows not.— Being asked, From what Time 
he dates that Circulation ? he faid. He fuppofcs Four or Five, or perhaps Six Months before the Go- 
vernor General’s Arrival at Benares. — Being asked. Who were the Perfons the moft afthre in circu- 
lating thofe Reports ? he faid, He cannot afeertain any particular People j it was a common Report 
in the Bazar. — Being afked, If he credited it as a Thing ferious ? he faid. He did not. — Being afked, 
What Time he was ordered to Benares ? he faid, Orders came from the Governor General to Colonel 
Morgan, commanding the Brigade in which he ferved, about the 28th of Auguft, and he (the Wit- 
nefs) was detatched on the 30th with Two Regiments of Sepoys, and One Company of European Gre- 
nadiers, and One of Light Infantry, and Six Field Pieces, and joined the Governor General at Chu- 
nargur on the lOth or 1 1 th of September. — Being asked. Whether there was not a general Infur- 
redion in the Provinces of Benares and Gazypore, at the Time of his Arrival at Chunargur ? he 
faid, There was. — Being asked. Whether he was at Benares after the Infurredion was quieted ? he 
fi'd, He was there the Beginning of November, when the Country was reftored to Peace. — Being 
asked, W'hafTimc Sir Elijah Impey arrived at Benares? he faid, He believes it was in the firft 
Week of November. — Being a.sked. From whence he laft came ? he faid, The Troubles had de- 
tained him, and he came laft from Patna. — Being asked, What was his Errand to Benares ? he lard. 
It was reported on a Vifit to the; Vizier. — Ilciqg asked. Who was with him? he faid. Lady Impey, 
— Being asked, Whether he bad any Suite, he faid. He believes he had Two or Three Gentlemen i 
but he cannot fay with Exadnel’s.— Being asked. Whether the Governor General was there at that 
Time ? he faid, He was. — Being asked, Whether he heard that Sir Elijah Impey was an Acquain- 
tance with the Vizier ? he faid, he did not. — Being asked. Whether he has ever feen a Letter 
from the Governor General to Major Popham, dated in Odiober 1781, relative to the Diftribution 
of the Prize Money taken at Bidjegur, and other FortrefTcs of Cheyt Sing ? he faid. He has not.— 
Being asked, Whether he has never heard of fuch a Letter being fpnt? he faid, He did hear feme 
l.ettcrs bad been fent to that Purpofe.— Being asked, Whp|lier he and his Detachment was employed 
in aftual .Service in quelling the lnfurre<fti|On ? he faid^^ Yes.— Being a&ked, Whether he, and his 
Detach menr received any Share of the ^rizc Muocy tajten in Bidjegqr ? be vfiudi He did. not, but 
the Detachment did. — Being asked. What was the Rcafon afligned for his Exclufionf He faid. The 
Reafon affigned was, that he was not aftually prefent at the Surrender of the Town.— Being asked. 
Whether he docs nOt miderftand, that a Committee of Officers, of , thoir own Authority, made a 
Divifion of the Spoil? he faid, That a Divilion was made, is certain > but-whethet of their own Au- 
I ' ‘ thority, 
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tliority, or by the Direaions of Major Popbam, their Commanding Officer, he cannot ray.— Being 
asked, Whether it was the Senfe of the Officers upon that Service, that the Governor General had 
given them any Aflurafices, that they ffiould divide whatever was taken ? he faid, He never con- 
fulted any of thenv on Ac Subieft, his Time with them was fo fhort before he marched againft 
Luttifporc I and ifter rejoining the Detachment, his Health obliged him to quit it immediately. 

Being asked. If Rajah Cheyt Sing had been really difpofed to rebel againft the Britifti Government, 
whether he does not think one Brigade of th* BritUh Army would have been fully adequate for his 
Baluaion ? he laid, He thinks it was.— Being' asked. Who were the Powers with which the Report 
laid the Cenfetkracy with Cheyt Sing was formed ? he faid. The Marattas.— Being asked. Whether 
there were any Circumft'ahccs in thfe Compahy^ Situation at that Time to confider thofe Reports 
probable ? he faid. Not that he knew of j Reports Were circulated one Half Hour, and contradifted 
tl>e next } and no one can trace the Origin;— Being asked, Whethef the Company was at War with 
the M.*rattas, or any Part of their State, at that Time f he faid. They wtre. — Being asked, Whether 
our Military Affairs.at that Time were in a very flourilhing State on the COaft of Coromandel ? he 
laid. He thinks not.— Being asked, If the Marattas had been able to perfuade Cheyt Sing to 
enter into a Confederacy, whether it would have favoored any Irruption they might have intended 
ir.to the Provinces of Bengal ? he faid. He thinks it would.— Being asked. Whether he found the 
Minds ot the principal native Inhabitants, in thofe Parts where he refided, favourably difpofed to- 
wards the Britilh Influence in India ? he laid, Yes. — Being asked. Whether he did, before or about 
the Tune alluded to in the former Part of his Evidence, hear of any Reports of a general Confede- 
racy among the principal Powers in Hindoftan, for the Purpofc of expelling the Britilh from that Em- 
pire? he laid, He did not.— Being asked. Whether, after the Troubles were quieted in Benares^ the 
Inhabitants were pleafed with the Change of Government.^ he laid. His Time was fo Ihort, and his 
Health was fo bad, that he had no Converfation with the People of the Country, fufficient to enable 
him to form any Opinion on the Subjed. 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL STANDING ORDERS. 

In the Commiflion arid Inftruftions fent per Ship Taviftockj dated a6th February 1702-3. 

Par. 4. "^TE do ftriftly enjoin. That all our Affairs be tranfaAed in Council, and ordered and ma- 
naged as the Majority in the Committee Ihatl determine, and not otherways, upon any 
Pretence whatever-, and to that End, that all the Council do rcfidc upon the Place: And though we 
hope you will all be unanimous in the Purfuit of our common Intcreft } yet, if on any Occafion it 
happens your Votes are equally divided, the fame muft be determined by Lot> as we, by our new 
Charter, are directed in fuch Cafe to do. 


EXTRACT of General Letter to Bengal; dated 9th February *736. 

Par. 67. Our Orders are, that all our Affairs Ihould be regularly tranfafted in Council, and every 
Member duly fummoned to attend. 


Extract of the Company’s General tnftruflions to the Governor General and Council of 

Bengal; dated 29th March 1774. 

Par. 39. It is alfo our exprefs Direftion, That you not only ftriftly attend to the Standing Orders 
of the Company, communicated to their Prefidcncy of Fort William, but to all fuch Orders and 
Inftruftions as the Court of Direftors have tranfmitted to the Governor and Council, or Selcfl Com- 
mittee of the faid Prefidcncy ; and in an efpecial Manner to thofe which any ways relate to forming 
proper Statements of our Revenues, and to the keeping of our Treaftiry Accounts ; and if any m 
D ur Orders remain unexecuted, you arc to take Care that the fame arc to be carried into Execution^ 
in every Inftance wherein they have not been annulled by the befofe-menponed Aft of Parlianignt, 
fuperfeded by our ptefent Orders and Inftruftioni. 
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Itxtri^ Secret 
ConTiUtations, 

Ifth Jtn, t78t* 
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MINUTfe of the Board, entered in the. ConruUatlons of 14 January 1782, 

f 

H E Board having already pafled their Opinion, in Terms of the '•Pon 

”*■ the Governor General’s Condudk and Management in the Suppreluon of the Rebellion of 
Cheit Sing, and the Regulation of the Province and City of Benares •, they think tt •unncceflary 

to repeat their Opinion of thole Mcafures. . „ , . l- u l • 

They cannot at the fame Time but remark, that the Explanations which me Governor Gene- 
ral has given in fomc Parts of his Proceedings, during his firft Difcufilons with Cheit ^^d fub- 
fequent to the Convulfion, arc rather an open Avowal of the Motives that actuated his Mind, than 
the guarded Reprefentations of a public , Officer, Rating to his Employers the Meaiures which 

an extraordinary Situation influenced, didkated, and juftified. •rn. a , 

To a liberal and candid Tribunal, fuch was the natural, and certamly the wifelt Appeal. The 
Generofity and Jufticc of a Britilh Tribunal looks more to the real Motives and Zeal of their Agent, 
than to the preconcerted Artifice of his Condufk, or the legal Diferiminations of his Defence. Even 
where a public Mcafure is unfuccefsful, the Refponfibility requited by the Agent, (if rifqucd upon 
public Principles) is frequently his Juftification, and in many Cafes entitles him to Applwfe. 

In thefe diftant Dominions the ruling Servants of the State attend more to thofe Rules and 
Forms which protect from Refponfibility, than to an ardent Purfuit of the public Intereft under 
every private Rifque, the Hands of Adminiftration may fecure themfclvcs againft Condemnation, 
even though the Country Ihould be loft through their Mifmanageiticnt. 

It was not by avoiding perfonal Refponfibility that the Servants of the Public eftablilhed the 
Britifti Influenco^in Afia*, nor is it by fuch cold Precautions that our Power is to be maintained, 
efpccially at an Hour of general Hoftility againft us. The Board are led into thefe Obfcrvations, 
from an ingenuous Confideration of*the Difficulties in which the Governor General found himfelf 
involved at Benares, and a Conviftion of the Motives under which he adled. The firft were fur- 
mounted with Ability and Fortitude: The latter they moft finccrcly believe do him real Honour. 

Eafy would be the Talk to approve the SupprcITion of the Rebellion, and to ftand difcon- 
nefted with any Refponfibility, by juftifying thofe Afts which certainly precipitated the Storm 
from the Cloud in which he had gathered-, Afts which Judges at k Diftance, Judges unoppreffed 
with the adkual Embarraflments of this Government, may, with great Specioufnefs of Argument, 
condemn- But the Board wi(h not, they cannot permit thcmfelves to proceed fo difingcnuoufly, 
or guardedly. They are at the fame Time aware, that in a rigid Inveftigation of the Whole of this 

Bufinefs, the following Queftioas will be alked. . r r 1 j- r, 

I ft. Where were ihe Governor General’s particular Inftruftions for fuch extraordinary De- 
mands upon Cheit Sing ? , ^ , 

2 dly. Why was that Chief put in Arreft, when he offered to make every Conceflion . 
jdly. Whether there was not a Compaft between him and the Company, which fpccinea, 
That he was only to pay them a certain annual Tribute ? 

Subfequent to the Maflacre of our Troops, and the Events that followed, no Qucftions will 

In anfwer to the firft Queftion, the Board think the Governor General was fully authorized by 
the general Tenor of his Inftruaions. The Governor General having a deciding Vote, could have 
written out and approved more particular Inftrudions. There was a Delicacy in the Mode he 
preferred j and it impofed a greater Refponfibility. 

In regard to the Second Queftion j it is evident from Cheit Sing’s Anfwers and Preparations, 
and the whole Tenor of his Condud, before and at the Time, that nothing but Arreft could have 
convinced him of the Governor, General’s Determination. 

That the Arreft was not intended to proceed farther than the Payment of a proper Fine to 
the Company, who flood in the Place or bis Sovereign and Benefadors, is evinced by the Go- 
vernor General’s Anfwer to Cheit Sing, after his Confinement. 

Had a total Revolution in the Adminiftration of the Zemindarry been intended, the Arreft mult 
have been effeded with more Force, and greater Marks of Severity. 

That the Officers who went to execute this Service, were convinced that no Mcafure of deter- 
mined Severity was intended againft Cheit Sing, appears from that unfortunate Want of Precaution, 
which coft them and their Followers their Lives. r, t ^ 

The Third Queftion involves much Argument, yet is fully anfwcred by that Part of the Governor 
General’s Narrative, which difeufles the Sunnud under which Cheit Si(|fg ruled the Provinces, 
and which was fo liberally granted by the Company. e rr ‘n 

The Correfpondence with the India States, fhews clearly their Ideas of the Rights of Zemin- 
dars and Ruahs proteded in their Zemindaries by a fuperior Power. Had Cheit Sing been an AH/ 
Sovereign Prince, who payed onljr a fixed Subfidy, his Military Preparations, and his 
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'Conduft, under Pretences of Poverty, fti difappointing the Expeftations of the Government from 
the Army under Major Camac, juftified, together with his Corrcipondcncc with oor Enemies, the fc- 
vereft Exertion of Aid to affift the Company in their Diftrefles, and atone for his Ingratitude ahd 
Treachery to a Power who protected him, and to whom he Owed his Situation. 

On the Subject of the t reaty concluded on the 18th of September laft, between the Governor 
General and the Nabob Vizier, and which the Difficulties of the Communication prevented the 
Governor General from explaining fo fully before i the Board have to obferve, that the Treaty is 
evidently a political Expedient, which forfeits no Advantage, which promifes the Acquifitioo of 
many, and which, properly managed by this Government (as Events favourable, or even Unfavourable, 
arife) may lead to the final and complete Arrangement of an Alliance with the Vizicf. Such an 
Alliance, being Itfs oppreffive to him, may be more advantageous and honourable to the Com- 
pany, and may remove that too general but dangerous ImprefltQn, which the diflFcrcnt States of this 
Country have received from the double Character in tVhich we have hitherto appeared in India — 
that of Allies and Conquerors. 

If the Nabob Vizier Ihpuld not be able, under the Support of the Troops of.this Government fla- 
tioned at Cawnpore, to maintain the Tranquillity of his Dominions, and collcft thofe Rcfourccs 
which arc neceflary to defray even his reduced Expences, and dil'charge his heavy Debt to the 
Company, a new Arrangement muft follow •, and that Arrangement neceflarily, at the exprefs Rc- 
queft of the Vizier, will fecure every Advantage that can be wifhed or cXpeCled from his Provinces 
by this Government. 

The Reduftion of that heavy Burthen of Expence, which was it once oppreffive to the Vizier, 
and of no Return to thtf Company (though a Source of Patronage to this Adminiftration) the Board 
approve of moft hcanily V and, with a full Senfe of the Credit which a Meafure of fuch Difficulty » 
and Unplcafantncfs fefleiSls upon the Governor General, they take this Occafion of pledging to him 
and to their Employers their utmofl Support, not only in this, but in every other Branch of public 
ceconomical Reformation, which he may propofe. 

Upon the Return of the Governor General, the Board rcfolvc to difeufs with him thofe Parts of 
the Treaty, which carry the Appearance of a hafty Agreement. The Difaffeflion of many of the 
Vizier’s principal Jagheerdars •, and the Steps which, from the Reprefentations of Colonel Hannay 
and other Officers, appear to have been rapidly taken by the Begums, to fupport the Rebellion of 
Cheit Sing } were probably very early known to the Governor General, and through the Medium 
of all the Sufpicions that his Situation, at the Time he met the Vizier, had naturally created. 

At fuch a Moment, and under fuch Sufpicions, and even while the Iflue of the Conteft of 
Cheit Sing was depending, it is not furprizing that fome Parts of the Agreement between the 
Governor General and the Vizier were fpeedily adjufted, and, as the Governor acknowledges, in 
Converfation at their firft Interview. 

A (hort Time will fatisfy the Board, whether the Vizier is willing or able to fulfil his Part 
of the Treaty : If he is that, and the Company can recover their Debt from him in the prefent 
Emergency and Diftrefs of their Affairs, the Board cannot then but agree, that the Governor Ge- 
neral has afled in the Arfangemcnt not only with Zeal, and the beft public Intentions, but with a 
maftcrly Decifion, that muft entitle him to the grateful and complete Approbation ‘of his 
Employers. 

It remains with the Board to concert with the Governor General, upon his Rettirn, thofe 
Meafurcs that may fccure this Government from any future Inconvcniencics Or Diftrefs, that can 
be fuppofed connedlcd with the Confidence repofed in the Vizier, for the Adminillration of 
the Affairs of his Revenue and Military Eftablifhmcnts. 


The Governor General delivers In the following Minute, in confcqucnce of that of the 
Board, entered on the Proceedings of the 14th ultimo. sFtby.irSj. 

The Governor General acknowledges his Obligations to the Board, for this repeated inftance 
of the liberal Manner in which they have been pleafed to record their Judgment on his Con- 
duit. Had it been exprefled in the fimplc Terms of official Approbation, he fhould have been 
pleafed, and fatisfied that it had received fo refpcftable a Sandion } but by tracing the Sources 
of it, in the Motives which he has avowed ; by their Examination of thole Motives, with their 
relative Fads and Circumftanccs } and by the Doubts which they have anticipated and folved, 
on the Propriety of fuch Parts of his Conduft as might moft obvioufiy fuggeft them j they 
have juftified their own Approval, and entitled him to expeft the fame favourable Sentiments 

in their common Superiors. , , , , 1 • p • r a- 

Nor is he lefs pleafed with the Referve with which the Board have declared their SatisfaSioii 
in the Arrangement concluded by him with the Nabob Vizier i becaufe he thinks it will m re 
ceived as an Evidence of the Deliberation and Sincerity of their former Approval. He is 

willing to fubmic the Propriety of the Meafure to the Teft of its Succefs. The Rcfidcnt has w* 
ready informed th^ Board, that he had received of the Treafures of the late Vizier, the 

Charge of his Widow, and lately reclaimed by his Son, the AmoUnt of the I^nd granted by the 
latter for the Balance of the Year 1178, which ends In September tySo of our ^ra 5 and was in the 
aflual Receipt of as much as would difeharge the Balance'of the laft Tear, that ts, of the ea 
* 179 ' The firft of thefe Balances is 33,68,613.' 1 1, the laft .12,0^,876. 9, 8. 1 he Sum of both is, 
44,78,490. 4. 8. Owd Siccas. The Refidcnt feems to have underftood this to be the Whole of 
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the -Nabob’s. Debt. There is a further Balance of 26 l.acks, which appears to have been by fonie 
Means overlooked, or withheld from Mr. Middleton . on the Transfer of his Office fron) Mr. 
Purling. A rectified Account, drawn to the lateftPeriod^ has been tranfmitied to Mr. Middleton 
by the Accomptant General, which it is hoped will arrive in Time to prevent his flopping m 
the Receipt of the fuppofed Balance; and at all Events, the Profits of the rcfumcd Jagheers ought 
to yield a Fund, more than fufficient both for the complete Liquidation of what may remain of the 
Nabob’s prefent Debt, and to make up the Deficiency of the Affignments granted on his Revenue 
ibr the current Year, within the Courfe of it. 

The Governor General expetts this Service from the Refident, and relics upon his Fidelity for 
the Performance of it. But in the Suppofition of the Poffibility of a Difappointment, he again 
offers his perfonal Services to proceed to Lucknow, on the firft Symptom or fuch a Failure ; and, 
with the Confidence which he fecljs in his own Influence, aided by the powerful Support of tftc 
Board, he will venture to promife, that he will not return with their Obje£l unaccomplifhed. 

He hopes, and believes, that there will be no Ncceffity for this Extremity, but adds it as a Ground 
for the Alfurancc which he ventures to propofe ; and wifhes the Board to give to the Honourable 
Court of Direclors, in the Advices to them now under Dilpacch, that thtre is the faired Profpect, 
amounting as near to a Certainty as can be affirmed of an Event ,et in Expedfanon, that the 
Debt due from the Nabob Vizier to the Company, and even that of the Rohilla Donation, will 
be complcatly paid off in the Courfe of the prefent Year, and a Supply added to our ordin.iry 
Refources, which will fully anfwer all our own Wants for that Period, and enable us to contrU 
bute ftill further, and we hope effedlual Aids to thofc of the Carnatic. 

The Governor General forbears to include the Prcfidcncy of Bombay in this Provifion. Its Fx 
pences have already contributed more even than thofe of the Carnatic, to exhault thefe Provinces 
of the Currency ; nor will it be poffible for them to fupport any longer fo pernicious a Drain. 
At a certain Point it mull have a Clofc. For this Dillrcfs wc mull feck a Remedy in a different 
Expedient, in the Conclufion of the War with the Maratta State, and the confequent and moft 
neceffary Rcdudlion of the Armies now employed on that Service. In the mean Time, het. 'lls 
that they are not fo devoid of Refources in themfclves, as to make them totally depeno-int for liie 
Subfiflencc on this Government, fince they have a large and rich Territory, acquired by their late 
Conqueils in Guzurat, in the Dependance of Surat, and, as wc learn only from an allufive Paffage 
in General Goddard’s laft Letters, even in Concan, of which wc were not before appnlcd. Thele 
Difiridls, we are affured by the fame Authority, were in a State of perfedb Tranquillity, and un* 
4 i(lurbed Colledion of their Revenues ; and in the fame State they arc likely to remain, fince in 
the Profpeft of a Peace, the Maratta Government will naturally look to the Reftitution of their 
former Poflcffions, and would eventually be at Icaft equal Sufferers with us, by any Devaftations 
Committed in them. 

Such are the ExpcAations which the Governor General willies to have prefented to the Court of 
DircAors, of the Courfe and Iffue of the Refources of this Government for the prefent Year. He 
hopes that Credit will be given to them to that Degree, beyond which it would be prefumptuous on 
any Grounds to hazard the Promife of contingent Events ; that if thofe which he has predidled Ihall 
not come to pafs, the Caufes of their Failure Ihall be fuch as ihall account for it, and acquit him of 
the Reproach of it. 

Of the Confequences, as they may affe£l him perfonally, he is become indifferent ; expeAing the 
forced Cenfures of his avowed Enemies, and affured of the Applaufe of his Superiors, from the inter* 
oal Convi^ion of his own Mind, that he has laboured to the utmoft of his Ability to merit it. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

True Copies. J. P. Auriol, 

Scc'^ 
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EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 16 May 1775. 

E mud not omit to mention, that the Nabob Ibme Time ago paid in to Colonel GaiJliez, a 
Second Tunica on Rajah Cheyt Sing, for Six Lacks of Rupees, on the Company’s Account} 
againft which the Rajah did not fail to remonllrate in the ftroogeft Terms ) alledging, that he 
had made great Advances already in the Payment of bis Tribute » that if the Nabob coStinited to 
draw on him in this Manner, it woul^ bring him under the greateft prefent Diftrefi, and eftablilb 
^ « Precedent 
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* pweedent ttiiit would be iofuiious to him io fbtwe i tnd tfieteforc, praying that we would not 
the Twikii b^t J«bth ft <0 the f^ 

wefrftjAe PQ^b^'^ih QMeiitiaee M tho Rtgah, end conTidered him as under 

the perttealil^^PtOtiedBon dr the ‘we thMjghde % to 'Mer the Tunke to be returned » 

and eoMft^etlf iKdtAed h4r; Briftdw ee jNtmonfttme to the Nabob againft fuch Proceedings. 
The Nabob at SHI feceive^ hit ReiiteitftNiRee with Warmih« and aUedged* that the Rajah 
was his Zeibhtdttr* attd tKat he hid a tll^ to draw Ms Revenue born him as he pleafed } but at 
laftii^ed.to .aoMkftofttthe Riftleedf Mt. Briftow^s RepreftMationt and faid at would avoid 
ve^neih od.^it Aebomie to the’Ri^ahfti fbture. 


i ' ft, ' ^ 
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Evidence of Major Fairfkx. 


t^A|OR 1 1 i • • . Fairfax a^^ending the Committee according to Ordef, was alked, How long he had 
in India ? faidr He arrived there earljf ih 1767, and quitted it in February 1782. 
— Being aAt^» tii *bat Station ^ feryed? he faid. He was a Major when he quitted India. 
^Being a^ed. In what Fart of Iqdia he (jbtved f he faid, Upon the Bengal Eftablifhmenr.— 
Being aBied, vl^cre he was when the Governor Geheral left Calcutta to proceed to Benares ? 
he faid. Under the Command of Colonel Mnir, on the Borders of the Maratta Country. — Being 
alkedi At WhftTime he arrived at Benares ? he faid. About the Beginning of November 1781. 
—Being afk^« Whether ^he Governor General was tijere at that Time ? he faid, Yes.— Being alked, 
In what the GoVerttox General Was eitibloyed when he arrived there f he Ihid, In fettling the Country 
Upon, the bereditarv Zemindar, and other M'atcers.-^Being a(ked. Whether the Country was quiet ac 
that Time f he faid, Perfe^ly quiet in that Being alked. Where Rajah "■ 


at that Time ? he faid. He was reported to W 
What occaBoned hid) to go to that Gounfty ^ 


^ Cheyt Sing was 

ne to the Bundlecund Country. — Being alked, 
Rid, He had committed a Malfacre, and was 


VT UOib uilll HV bV ItUllk Iiasa v.viiitaaAbva.va j.Tjiaaacavi ntiva wa^ 

afraid of being puni/hed Tor it* — Being afltfdi. What proof was given of Ms having committed 
this Maflac,te ?' ftc faid, 'nte.manjdeCBiMici ^ Buqcibehn Officers and Sepoys, and bccaufc he 
was in ihijtHoufe at the Tilde thenffidfafire wittc^niltted.— Being alked, How this came to his 
Knowledge? he faic^ Frodi fcveral Rej^j^ wp^ea'ro from the Natives thcmfelves, that the 
MalTacrc was committfa jn ^he Day-dme, and «c, "td' from thence that NMhtt thefe arc the Re- 

E irts he heard from the Natives and j^efident at Benares.— Being alked, It he knows whether any 
epofitions, tending to prove the MalTacreto have been committed by the Rajah or his Orders, 
have been fent to Europe ? ho faig, ,He does not.-T-Bcing aljced. If he knows the Houfe where 
this MalTaCre is reported to’havc been committed ? he faid'. He does j he was in it, and faw the 
Blood on the Walls. — Being alked, Whof? Houfe it was? he faid. The Rajah’s own Houle.— 
Being alked, What brou^f the EngiiOa Troops into that Houfe f he faid, As a Guard over 
Rajah Cheyt Sing.— Being- alked, For what Reafon they were put as a Guard over Rajah Cheyt 
Sing? he faid. From Motives of Policy.— Being alked, What Motives of Policy? he faid, 
as a Security for bis Perfon,-—**Being alked. Whether Sir Elijah Impey was at Benares at the Time 
he was there ? he faid, He was.— Being alked. How loon after ^hc Malftcrc was the Arrival of 
Sir Elijah Impey ? he faid, He could notafeertain theprecife Time’; he believes Sir Elijah Impey 
was at Monghir or Patna at the Time of the Maflacre. — Being alked. What Affair brought Sir 
Elijah Impey to Benares ? he faid, He was travelling about the Country for Change of Air, for 
the Benefit of his Health, during the Rccefs from his Employments. — Being afked. Whether 
Sir Elijah Impey proceeded any further up the Country than Benares ? he faid. He did, he 
went as far as Lucknow. — Being a(k.ed. Whether he accompanied Mr. Hallings ? he faid. No, 

he went upon a Party of Pleafure, and to fee the Country. Being alked. Whether the Rajah of 

Benares did admit, that be had given Orders for that Malu^re ? he faid, He could not anfwer it.— 
Being afked, Whether he <)id not hear that the ][lajah actually denied that the Troops had been killed 
bv his Orders? hafaid. He did not. — Being ilked. Whether the Rajah had not written to Mr. 
Hafling; upn that Subje^ ?— he faid, Net h<ard he had written a Letter to Mr. Hallings, 
foliciiinff bis Pardon, urging his vaft Wealth, and great Force, and the Fidelity and Attachment 
of his People.— Being ajked, Wb|i,t Anfiver Mr, Hallings made to that Letter ? he faid, Me 
does not know that h« made any An^er, or what that Anfwer was, if he did.— Being alked, 
Wheihet he kao.wa.if Mr. HaRingl oBered any Terms of Peace to the Rajah of Benares ? he 
laid. He docs QPl,~T%ing aB^d, 'i^hether the Rajah was fummooed, and offered a fafe Condu^, 
to abide die Cqnfiq\||jj|[ce bf a Trial, or other legal Inqsurv into the allcdged Malfacre ? he faid, 
He do^ OOt kqow t hot ., be koows, that when he was eliciting his Parcron, he was meditating 
an A^uU.Agfunft the-Fort of Cbqnae Gbur, whera KJr* Haftings then was,, and had prepared 
Ladders for that Purjjiole'.— Bting’ afleed. Whether any Reafon was aifigncd by the Rajah of Be- 
Stfv. Sifc, Com. Rar. 11. 3 C 


nares. 
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hares, or thofe attathed to him, for thU their Hoftility and Revolt ? he faid,' He never heard any. 
— Being alked, What fortified Places belonging to the Rajah, were talt«* hy.tbc. '3J/?opa,Qf the 
Company ? he faid, Luttifpore, Pateeta, and BidgeghuriW>Beiog aflted, Whethpr any Tecafpres, 
or other valuable Effeds, were found in any of thofo Fortt ? he fekfi He heard waa a great 
Treafore found in fiidgeghur, and that the Rajah carried oflTas much as he could with hiavr«>ji^g 
aiked^ What became of the Treafore found in Bidgeghur?. he faid. It was in the PodelBoa of 
the Englifh Officers of the Army who took the Place t and Mr. Haftings was eodeavppring i® 
get it from them, in order to place it in the Company’s Treafury.— Befog afked, Syqcolh 

Mr. Haftings had in his Endeavours f he faid, it was not fettled when he left I{idia.rr>B^g, 
afked. Whether he heard that Mr. Haftings had Succefs in getting that Money for the ^mptnyr 
he faid, He did not. — Being alked. Whether it was thought that he would ? he laid, It was 
thought, that if the Officers could retain it, they would not part with it.— Being afked, Whet^ 
the Place was delivered up or ftormed ? he laid, It was furrendered.— Being afked. Whether 
there were any Terms ? he faid. He does not know particularly the Terms.— Being afked, What 
Garrifon was in the Place ? he faid. About Five or Six hundred Men, he docs not cxaAly know 
the Number.— Being afked, Where Mr. Haftings was at that Time ? he faid,^ At Chunar Ghur, 
-about Forty or Fifty Miles Diftanct. — Being afked, Whether there was afny Perfon in the Camp 
authorized on the Part of the Government to claim this Treafore for the Company ? he faid. 
Not foppofing there was any Treafore, he believes there was not any Perfon on the Behalf of 
the Company 1 it had been reported the Rajah had carried off the Treafore with him.— Being 
afked. What Meaforcs did he hear that the Commanding Officer there took, to prevent this Dl- 
vifion of the Treafore? he faid. He did not hear of any.— Being afked. If ht knows whether 
the Commanding Officer of the Detachment had any Share of this Treafurc? he faid. He’ does 
not know , but he has heard that he had. — Being afked, Whether Mr. Haftings remonftrated againft 
this Proceeding? he faid. Yes, he did.— Being afked. Whether he heard, hoVr he,' Mr. Haf- 
tings, came not to have Authority enough over the Troops, to oblige them to forego this Treafore, 
which he claimed on the Part of the Company ? he faid. He never heard his Authority doubted i 
but perhaps he did not think it political to ufe coercive Meaforcs, at that Time, to make them 
refund it.— Being afked. Whether the Officers affigned any Reafon for rcfufing to obdy his, Re-i 
quifition ? he faid. He heard it was becaufe the Rohilla Prize-Money had never been paid ; and 
which they thought themfeives intitled to. — Being afked, Whether this was the foie Reafon ? he 
faid, it was, — Being afked, Whether he did not hear it alledged, that a Promife was claimed by 
the Officers from Mr. Haftings, that the Prize-Moqey in the Rohilla War, when taken, fhould 
be the Property of the Captors ? he faid, He never heard of a Promife previous to the Capture ; 
but he has heard that Mr. Haftings, after the Prize Money was divided, promifed that if they 
would deliver it up. Government would diftrihute it in the Manner they'lhould think moft proper. 
— Being alked, Whether Mr. Haftings infortn^him, before he left that Coun^, why he did 
not fend to the Court of Direftors any Account whatfoever of this important Tranfadion ? he 
faid, No. — Being alked, If he knows whether there was any Ravages or Waftes committed in the 
Province of Benares, during the SupprelTion of that Rebellion r he faid. There was a fmall 
Village, inhabited by a Neft of People near Illahabad, who had committed feveral Murders and 
Robberies, which was burnt, but the People had all deferted it, — Being afked. Whether Mr. Haf- 
tings believed that the Rajah of Benares intended Hoftilitics before he left Calcutta ? he faid. He 
believed that the Rajah of Benares wanted a favourable Opportunity to throw off his Depcndance 
on the Company.— Being afked, What Proofs he had for this Belief? he faid. The Number of 
Forces that the Rajah entertained. — Being afked. What was the Rajah’s ordinary Eftablilhment ? 
he faid. About 5,000 Horfe, and about as many or Half as many Foot ? — Being alked. When 
he made the Augmentation to his Army ? he faid. At different Times.— Being alked. Whether 
it was long previous to Mr. Haftings’s going there, or not ? he faid. About Two or Three 
Years, or perhaps more. — Being afked, \Vhether the Augmentation was of Horfe or Foot, or 
both ? he laid. Of both •, thefe Augmentations he kept concealed in private Parts of his Dif- 
iriifr, remote from our Settlements j and fomc were difciplined in the European Manner. — Being 
afked. By whom they were fo difciplined ? he faid, by Sepoys of ours, who had been difmifTed 
or had deferred the Service. — Being alked, Whether any of thofe were taken and punilhed for it ? 
he faid, They could not be taken.— Being afked, Whether there were not Prifoners taken in 
this War ? he faid, If they were, they were let go to their refpeflive Farms j he begs Leave to 
obferve, they fought well, like Men difciplined. — Being afked, What Force Mr. Haftings brought 
with him to the City of Benares ? he faid, Nothing but a common Guard. — Being afked. What Reafon 
did Mr. Haftings affign for coming into Benares, and feizing th; Perfon of the Ruah with fo fmall 
a Force, when he fu^ffed him of fuch ill Defigns, and that he had a ftrong difciplined Force to 
alTift him in thofe Defigns ? he faid. The Governor General had frequent Conferences with the 
Rajah before he put him under Arreft, and his Anfwcrs were evafive to the Purpofe of hiS 
Deftination, which was to make him contribute to the Expences of the State. — Befog afked. 
Whether an Englilh Refident did not always refide at Benares r he faid. Yes, ever Unce the Tranf- 
fer of the Sovereignty of that Country to us. — Being afked, Whether the Refident communicated 
to Mr. Haftings thefe Defigns of the Raiah, and the Preparations he IWis making for War ? 
he faid. Yes.— Being afked. Whether thole Letters were eVer laid' before the Boarid ? he faid. 
That he is not acquunted with.— Being alked, ^here thofe LtCtters are, by which that Matter 

‘ '9 ■ . 'WM 
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v, as communicated to Mr. Haftinss ? he faid. He is uncertain whether they were private Letters 
to Mr Haftinga, or public to the Board.— Being alked. If he knows whether the Original 
or any Copies of thofe Letters, were fent by him to the Court of Dire^Iors i he faid, No.- 
Being alked, Of what Size the City of Benares is ? he faid. h very large City, about Three 
jMiics along the Banka of the River.— Being alked. Whether it is a Puce of reputed SanRity in 
that Country ? he faid. Yes j and in all the Wars the Place has never been rifled or defpoikd : It 
is chiefly inhabited by Hindoos.— Being alked. Whether that City has ever been under the Go- 
vernment of a Mahomedan Magiftrate ? he Cud, Not that he knows of.— Being alked. Whether 
the Inhabitants are not remarkably attached to their Cuftoms and Laws t he faid, Yes, which 
Mr. Haftings has been rigidly attentive to, during the Whole of his Adminiftration.— Being 
alked, If he knows a Perlon called Ali Ibrahim Klum f he faid. He does not know him.— And 
being alked. Whether he did not hear that he was appointed Daroga, or Chief Magiftrate of 
criminafCaulei. in the City of Benares? he faid. No. 
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T H I R D 

REPORT 

FROM THE 

select committee, &c. 


The Sclcft Committee appointed to take into Confideration the State of the Adminiftration 
of Jufticc in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, and to report the fame, as 
it (liall appear to them, to the Houfe, with their Obfervations thereupon ; and who 
were inftrufted to confidcr how the Britilh Pofiefllons in the Eaft Indies may be held 
and governed with the greateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what 
Means die Happinefs of the Native Inhabitants may be bell promoted; 


I N their further Inquiry concerning the Matters given them in Charge by the Houfe, have con- 
fidercd the Dilbbedience of the Servants of the Eaft India Company to the Orders of the 
Court of Directors, as a principal Objeft. 

In order to dilcover the Caufe of a Difobedience which threatens immediate Ruin to the Autho- 
rity and Interefts of this Kingdom in India, they thought it their Duty to examine into tlie Prin- 
ciples and Policy (if any regular Principle or Plan of Policy Ihould appear) upon which the Court 
of Direftors has condudted itfelf in the Government of thofe Servants. 

Your Committee were particularly attentive to the Manner in which they promote Perfons, in the 
Line of their Service from lower to higher, or to the higheft Situation : Becaufe their Proceeding 
in that Refped not only operates for Good or Evil in the particular Inftance, but muft, by the 
hxamplc, materially influence the Behaviour of all thofe who aft under the Dircflors, through all 
the Gradations of Office, and all the Succeffions to Rank and Power, 

Your Committee was fo forcibly ftruck with the late Nomination of Mr. John Maepherfon to 
the Supreme Council of Bengal, and with the Confequcnccs which might attend the Appointment 
to fo important a Truft at this Time, of a Perfon ,who appears on the Records of the Company 
to be concerned in very unjuftifiable Ncgociations, that they have thought it ablulutely neceflary 
to make a (warate Report on that Cafe before the failing of the Ships to India ; they therefore di- 
tefted the Ejlp India Company to lay before them the Proceedings of the Council of Fort St. George, 
^ theaad and 23d of January 1776 (Appendix, N* i.); and alfo an Extraft of Fort St. George 
Military Confultations, of the 5th of February 1776 (Appendix, N* 2.); together with a Cafe and 
Opinion of Mr. Charles Sayer, Counfel to the Eaft India Company, dated the nth of February 
^77 (Appendix, N* 5.) and alfo a Paper, purporting to be the Copy of an Opinion of Alexander 
Wedderburne, Efquirc, upon the fame Subjeft, dated the 7th of March 1777 (Appendix, N” 4.) 


2 


Your 


to 

Your Committee, on perulingtlic Confoltations at Madras, cf rli6 aad and 23d of January 
fiirfli that Lord Pigot, the then Prcfidcnt, acquainted the Board, that a Paper, unloiight for and 
unfolicited, had been put into his Hands: That no Signature was affixed to it; but that it con. 
^tained Matter of fb dangerous a Tendency to the Intefefts of the Company,’ that he thought it ex. 
^dient to be laid before them. ♦ 

This Paper purported to be a Memorial to the Nabob of Arcot, recapitulating various Services 
rendered to him in London. It appeared w^out any Signature j but was imputed to Mr. Maepher- 
fbn. T he Proceedings at large had upon tHlt Subject, together with the Memorial, arc annexed. 
Mr. Maepherfon was called upon by the Board, and alked, Whether he was the Author of the 
Memorial then read to him ? he laid, “ He could not ®yc aprecife 4 Hfmr ; that it was not toritien 
“ in his Hand, nor figned by him \ and that it rcfcrrOT to Tranfadlions before he was in the Coni. 
“ pany’s Service.” ^ 

This Anl'wer was confidcred by Lord Pigot, not only as evafive and uniatisfadlory, but as amount, 
ing to a clear Proof that Mr. Maepherfon was the Author of the Paper, He was of Opinion that 
Mr. Maepherfon’s Pica, of his not being in the Service at the Time of the T'ranfadions alluded to 
was an Aggravation inftead of an Bwtenuation of his Offence, “ fincc he prefumed to apply to be ap. 
** pointed into the Service of that Community which he was endeavouring to deftroy and that the 
prefenting the Memorial at that T ime proved, that “ he Hill held Princifljes unfaitnfbl to the Coni. 
“ pany, and ruinous to its Intcrefts.” T’hc Prefident therefore moved, 'Pit he fliould be difmilTed 
the Service. 

The Rcfolution fo moved was carried in the Affirmative by a Majority of Nine to Two only, who 
difiented. Four of the Council, in Addition to the Rcafons affigned by the Prefident, gave in a 
Minute, in which they afll-rt that Mr. Maepherfon was a Man “ of furh an intriguing Difpofition as 
“ to render him unfit to be employed as a Servant of the Company that “ they believe Mr. Mac- 
“ pherfon to have been concerned in the Intr'tguts which the greater Part of the Board mull be 
“ I'enfible had lately been carried cn at the Nabob's Durbar, to the Detriment of the Company’s Service, 
“ and which may have impeded the Execution of their late Orders." 

The Dilfent to this Rcfolution, on the Ground of its not being conformable to the Company’s 
Inftrudions, which in Cafe of Removals required a regular written Charge and Hearing, together 
with the Rcafons given by thofe who concurred in the Difmiflion, cither for not thinking the Order 
llfidlly applicable to that Cafe (if in that Cafe applicable) that it ought to be difpenfed with, appear 
in the Proceedings annexed to this Report, 

Your Committee obferve; that Mr. Maepherfon, when qucllioned at Madras for the Memorial, 
though he denied it to be written in his Hand, did not deny it to contain his own Account of his own 
Tranfaftions, prefented to his Principal the Nabob of Arcot, as a Plea of Merit and Title to Rewaid. 
Neither in his lubfcquent Letter to the Prefident and Council, nor in any of his Applications to the 
Court of Direftors, docs he make the lead Complaint that an Injury had been done to his Charafter, 
by imputing to him a Paper which he had not written. He neither denies that Paper, nor the Fafts 
related in the Paper •, nor enters into any Explanation whatfoever on the Subjeft, either of the one or 
the other. 

Tlie Court of Diredtors, on their Part, feemed much Icfs folicitous about the Effcdl which the 
Example of refloring Mr. Maepherfon mull havc'bn the Difciplinc of their Service, than about the 
Means of getting clear of the Law made exprefsly to enforce that Difciplinc. They laid the Cafe, 
with the Documents, before their Standing Counfcl, the late Mr. Saycr ■, and the Point (the only 
Point) on which they require his Opinion, is, whether “ if they Ihould fee proper to refiore Mr. Mac- 
“ pherfon, it could be done without the Confent of Thrcc-fourths of the Diredors and T hree-fourths 

of the Propi ietors, in the Mode preferibed by the Ad of Parliament.” 

Mr. Saycr, in his Opinion delivered on the ill of March 1777, although he appears to conllder the 
Diimilfion as informal, is clearly fatisfied that Mr. Maepherfon cannot be rcflored under the Ad but 
on the Conditions thereinYrefcrtbed, namely, the Votes of Three-fourths of the Diredors and Three- 
fourths of the Proprietors } and lurcher fubmits to the Confidcration of the Court of Diredors, 
whether he [Maepherfon] was a proper Perfon to be continued in the Company's Service \ “ that, in his 
“ Opinion, he had too much Connedion with the Nabob of Arcot j and when the Company’s 
“ Intcreft: and the Nabob’s were at Variance, as they would often happen, they will greatly dillurba 
“ Man of Honour and Integrity.” 

This Opinion of their own' Standing Counfcl ftems to have been by no Means fatLsfadory to 
thofe in the Diredion, who wiflied to evade the Rule laid down in the Ad of Parliament. They 
appear lb folicitous by all Means to keep clear of that kind of Decifion, that they exerted ihemfclves to 
find out other Authorities to let up againll their ordinary Advifers in Matters of Law j for which 
Purpofe, the then Chairman produced to the Court of Diredors, on the 2d of the July following, 
a Paper, purporting to be the Copy of an Opinion of Mr. Wedderburne, then Solicitor, general } in 
which he lieclares Mr. Macpherlon llill in the Company’s Service, looking upon the ^jKlmiflion as 
Mull and void -, “ th.at the Governor and Council of Madras have exceeded their Authority in pro- 
“ lecding againll Mr. Maepherfon without a Charge in Writing delivered to him, and Time given 

to make his Defence to it j and that Mr. Macphcrlbn’s Cafe only requires a Signification of the 
“ Difpleafure of the Diredors at fo’plain a Breach of the Company’s Orders and Diredions, to 
“ rcllurc to him the Emoluments of his Station, of wliicfi he may have been deprived by the irregular 
“ /litcmpl to difmils him.” 
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It is remarkable, that this Opinion of Mr. Weddtrburnc was not given upoii any Reference made 
by Order of the Court ot DireAotS i nor was it cxpreHcd by the Chairman, Sir George Wombwell; 
who delivered it, at whole Kequclt it was takfcn \ nor was it lb much as accompanied mil b the Cafe on 
which it was given. In thofe Circumftances it ought to have padhd (whatever might have been the 
Authority of the learned Perfbn in whofe Name it appeared) as nO regular Opinion at all. 

The Directors who managed this Bufinefs, paying no Attention to the Opinion which hild beert 
regularly obtained (though they had called it in to ditefl: their Judgment) thought proper upOri the 
lame Day on which the Paper figned by Mr. WedderbutHe was produced, to order Mr. Maepherfort 
to be rcftorcd to his Rank and Station in the Service, withbut recurring to the Votes of Three-fourths 
of the Directors and Three- fourths of the Proprietors, and indeed without giving any Notice at all to 
the Proprietors •, who haVingi in Cafes of Difmilllon, a Right referved to them by the A 6 t of Par. 
liament, ought to have had an Opportunity of alTerting that Right; and of bringing it to Trial, if 
in their Judgment the Ciafe (hould come within the Statute. 

In confeqiience of the above Refolution, Two Days after, tliat is, on the 4th of July, they wrote to 
the Prefidency of Madras as follows; ** That having taken the Opinions of Counfel upon the Dif« 
** miflion of Mr. J. Maepherfon (a Factor upon the Eftablifliment) and th^ ctgreeing that the fame 
“ was dene in/orm^lyy and of ceurfe is void, we dirc^ that he remains in the Company’s Service, with 
“ his proper Standing } but as his Behaviour was difrefpeSful to your Board, and in other Particu- 

lars vety reprehenG^^ we direct that you give him a fevere Reprimand, and acquaint him that 

a like Condudt will ditet with a feverer Punilhment.” 

The Fallacy of this Statement of the Opinions of Counfel, made in this Letter, could not efcape 
the Notice and Reprehenfion of Your Committee. The Directors have Rated that “ the Counfel 
“ had agreed the Difmillion itfohnak fsnd of ceurfe is void.** 

The Writers of this Letter have thought Gt wholly to mifreprefeht the C.ire 5 the Agreement of 
Counfel having extended foiely to the Informality of the DirmilTion; and not at all to the Idea of its 
being of ceurfe void, Oii this Point their Opinions were fo far from being agreed, that they were 
totally the Reverie of each othet j one indeed confidering the DifmilTion as null •, but the other held, 
that though informal it was yet valid, and fo far of Effeft as; tO require for Mr. Maepherfon’s Rello. 
ration, that very Courle which the Direftbrs were fo folicitous, by taking a new Opinion, to avoid. 

Of the Charge itfelf; for which this Difmiirion (formal or informal) was inflifted as a Punilhment; 
the Diredors find Mr. Maepherfon guilty ; for, befidei the dilVerpedful Behaviour to his Superiors, 
with which they load him, they declare his Condud “ Very reprchbnfible in other Particulars.” 
But as nothing elfe was charged upon him in that Tranfadion; except thofe P'atticulars for which he 
was difmiffedy thofe Particulars, with the aggravating Epithet of very, they find rcprehenfiblej 
and they order him a fevere Reprimand, with a Menace of a ftill feverer Punilhment in cafe thofe 
reprehenfible Pradices thould be renewed. . . 

' But leaR Mr. Maepherfon Ihuuld be crulhed by the Severity of this Reprimand, or tbo much 
alarmed with the HarOmefs of it, or might be in Danger of incurring their future Rcfentmcnt, and 
the feverer Punilhment threatened, they permit him to remain in England without once calling upon 
him to perform the Duties of the Station to which they were fo very anxious to reftore him, and 
without giving a Colour to his future Advancement; by affording him any Means of effacing the 
Demerit of hii paft Condud by better Behavwur. He therefore continued in England until the 
Month of January 1781, when they thought all at dnee to raife him from the low Statibn in 

the Company’s Service which he held with fo Titne Attention to its Dutilils, and with fuch acknow- 
ledged CircumRanccs of Mifeondvid, to the high Office of Counfcllor in the Council General of 
Bengal. 

His Condud on this Occafion came a Third Time before the Court of Oiredors. His Memorial 
to the Nabob of Arcot was again confidcred ; and notwithRanding the DilTcnt of Tome of the Di- 
redors, and the ProteR of One of them (on the Ground of the abroiutt Illegality of his RcRoration 
to the Service) Mr. Maepherfon’s Appointment, without any new Reference on the Matter of Law 
to Mr. Rous, the Company’s then Counfel, was prefented to His MajeRy’s MiniRers, who obtained 
the Royal Approbation to that extraordinary Meafure. 

Your Committee muR here remark, that the Court of Diredors onthe aSthof Novembef 1780, 
came to the Refolution of inquiring into the Condud of the Company’s Servants in Bengal, previous 
to the 14th of December next, the Day fixed for the Appointment of a Member of the Supreme Coun. 
cil at that Prefidency, and which Refolution was confirmed by a fubfequent Court of the 15th of 
December following ; on that Day it was alfo refolved to proceed to appoint a Member of the 
Council General of Bengal, on the 3d of January enfuing. On which Day a Motion was made to poR- 
pone the Confideration of the Appointment of a Member of the Council General in Bengal, until the 
Condud of the Servants in that Prefidency had been fully inveRigated ; which pafled in the Negative : 
Mr. George Vanfittart and Mr. Philip Milner Dacres, who were Candidates for the Vacancy of a 
Counfcllor in the Supreme Council, were then propofed, and rejeded, and Mr. John Maepherfon 
was nomio|tcd to that Office. 

Your Cwnmittce having made fuch frequent Reference to the Pradices deferibed in Mr. Maepher- 
fon’s Memorial, thought it proper to examine into the Condud deferibed in ir, which, if it did not 
recommend, at leaR was not fuppofed to difqualily him for an Employment of the greateR TruR iit 
the Affairs of the EaR India Company, in order to difeover what the true Nature and Tendency of 
that Condud was. 

. Sat. Com. Rep. IU. B 
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it appears that Mr. Macphertbo' went to Madras iii the Year 1766, Porfer of ah India. Ship, 
tomm^ed by Captain Macleod and having found Means of Inthxiuftkin to the Nabob of Arcor| 
he To fair ingratiated himfelf with that Prince, as to be lent “on a feertt Commimon to His Majefiy’s Firft 

Minifter of Stare, in the Year 1767, in order to free him from various Opprcffions oilier which 
** to was labouring.” He arrived (to ufe his own ExprcAon) at the Court of Britain,” towards 
the End of 1768. There he employed himfelf for a cortfiderable Time in a Multitude of dark and 
myfterious Intrigues ; the Spirit of which appears fulBciently in his Memorial, thou^ all the Par- 
ticulars cannot be fpecilied, as he frequently refihs to other Memorials, and to other Papers vari. 
ous Sorts, which have not hitherto b^n brought to light. 

It is however manifeft, that the whole Tenor of his Nraociations were adverie and hoftile to the 
Company ^ and in many Refpefls highly dangerous and di^jpuceful to the Government of thia King, 
dom. It appears from bis Paper, that he took Advantage of the Difputet between the Company 
and Government, to promote the Intcreft of his^mployer j and that the ^|||ldenc^%f his Writings 
was to (hew, that the Support of him (the Nabob of Arcot) by the Crown, in the Rights of his 
Guaranteement, was the bed Rejtraint upon the Ufurpations of the Servants of a ttrtain Company ^ 
and in his general Stile of Complaint of the Situation of the Princes in India, heflxtes it to arile 
from the ufurpid /iutbority of the commercial Subjc 3 s of the State. 

It is not eafy to comprehend the Nature of that ufurped Authority by Britilh Sutyeds on the 
Rights of the Crown, which could make the Support of the Righu of a FoM||||i^iOwer the bed or any 
propefRedraint on thofe Subjeds. The Dirputes between Government and 'oifead India Company at 
that Time, turned on the Territorial Acquidtions of the latter in Indian and Foreign Interpodtlon 
in foch a Difpute, was neither neceflary nor proper to the full Adertion of any Rights in the 
Crown, which has abundant Means of its own to redrain the ufurped Authority (if fuch ihould be 
found to exid) of Britilh Subjeds of all Deferiptions. fty^- your Committee are of Opinion, that 
an Attempt on the Pa>t of ai^ritilh Subjed to intrude liui Claims of a Foreign Power, in Aid of 
any Authority within this Kingdom, or to make fuch a Power a Party in domedic Difputes, was a 
Meafure full of Ralhnefs and Prefumpiion. Mr. Devayncs and Mr. Sulivan, the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman, who mud have feen the Ead India Company treated in fuch a Manner, and 
didineuilhed by fuch Epithets by Mr. Maepherfon, were bound to make drid Enquiry into his 
Pradices againd an Authority which they at lead ought to refped, and as far as it was legal, to 
aflert and enforce. He had referred for the full Explanation of thpfe Pradices to a certain Memo- 
rial N* 2. which they might have called on him to produce. But it does not appear that they made 
that or any other Enquiry into the Grounds of Fitncfi for Truda for which they informed your 
Committee they thought him the fitted Perfon. 

If the Nabob of Arcot had been in any Particular injured or opprefied, it would have become 
his Agent, with Decency and Candour to lay the Matter of Grievance, didindly and fpecifically 
dated, before the Court of Diredors, and with the fame Simplicity and Opennefs to nave pro- 
ceeded with His Majedy's Miniders. Bubit does not apf^ar that at that Period of iFime any par- 
ticular Grievances were at all laid before the Company v and in his Applications to the Miniders, he 
continually talks of Secrecy, Referve, and Caution. His Coromifllon was wholly concealed from 
feveral Perfons with whom he treated, and it ocAj came out I*iece-meal and by Degrees to the Prin- 
cipal. The whole of the Sulked Matter of his.Nog/ociations is couched in Terms fo ambiguous 
and obfeure, that little can be difeovered concernin'^l^ Nature of thofe Grievances, of which be 
pretends to have fought Redrefs. 

Your Committee, who are of Opinion that the Grievances of the Native Powers and People in 
India are a principal Objed of Parliament in the Enquiry committed to them, have endeavoured 
to find out the Nature of thofe Grievances, real or pretended. 

The only Grievance which appears in any Thing like a fpecific Form, is the Enforcement of the 
Debt due to the Company. On examining into this Debt, they find it to be for Expences incurred 
by the Company in Support of his Employer, and for his Edablilbment in the Place he holds in 
the Government of the Cafoatic, (fhe Jimicc of which he had, by the ftrongeft Expreflioos, fre- 
quently and fully acknowledged. 

it is true, that Mr. Maepherfon appears in general Terms to have complained to the Minifter, 
** that the Nabob had been treated by the Company's Servants wuh Indignity and even with 

Tyranny.” This Matter however he never appears in any Sort to have explained, though it was 
highly necefifary to be as explicic as pofllble on the Subjed, if the Grievance had been real. Ge- 
neral’ Complaints are little attended to; becaufe Sufferings as they are ftrongly felt are eafily par- 
ticularized, and Guilt can only be proved, or Redrefs obtained, on fpecial Matter. It was the more 
necefiSu-y to be clear on that Subjed, it the Nabob had very recently given a dired contrary In- 
formation to the Court of Diredors (on their having expre&d forae Sufpicion of the Mifeondud 
of their Servants towards him.) In a Letter without Date, buj: received in London in November 
1766, he fays “ ttot his Governmehr was firmly fettled under their (the Company’s) Favour and 
Protedion, and that he was free from all Miavrr of Apprebenfioru. On the isth t^Oecember 
1766, to Governor Palk, be goes much further, *^that he is fo far from havitw at^ Ctmfw Com- 
** plaint againft the Company’s Servants, or Ofikers, that he has always found them ready. U 
•* facrifice even their Lives for bit Service, and that he mufti hi Jufiicc to the CkarOSert of both 
“ Company’s Servants and Officers, eatirefy Witerthem, or aty of them, from ever luvingectorted 

Money from him, cither by exorbitant Intcreft or otherwife They have (fayi be} on thecon* 
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,( trarf, Irtwrftt »<efteem the Compwy't Adairs and mine as one and the fame*, they have never 
.♦ offered, me awf of any Ktnd.”-*.On the i4ih of July 1767, be writca, “ That h«^,had 

„ fffidcd at Madras fcor a Twthtmnib p^f/i with the greateft Pltajure *nd Satitf^Oioni that it 
» would be the bigheff Ingratitude in hicnmtt to mention how kind.aud favourable their Governor 
Council had been to him, in putting their (the Company’s) Order into Execution.” 

Xhe whole Letter is full of Acknowledgments of the i'ubflantial Favours he had received from 
the Company and their Servants,, and declaratory of the higheft ConBdence in both. So late as the 
Month of November 1767 (the very Yc 4 r whdn Mr. Maepherfon reprelents himfelf as appointed 
to the fccret Commiflion on which he made his Complaint) fo far from complaining of that " lor 
« dignity a«d cven;.Tyrapny«” which Mr* Maepherfon reprefents him as fuffering from the Com* 
oany^s ^vants, he inforntS the DlrMtoilii*' that the Governor and Council are ever contriving 
« Means of honouring 'h)«i f in the Eyes hf his People.” In other Parts of the fame Letter, he 
dates Ifrongly his 0 bliga|||M to the Company and their Government, for many Favours done to him 
and his Family- 

No Complaints of the Kind appeared before. the Court of Directors until about Two Years after 
Mr. Ma ir pherfon’s firft fecret Commiflion, which he dates to have been in 1767, though he did 
not arrive in London till 1768. Tl^ofe Complaints were even then loofc and general, and the ap- 
parent Confequcnces of ^he Failure of feme of bis ambitious Projects a the Blame of which 
Failure the Nalwb aM^MteCompany’s Servants mutually threw upon each other, and for the en- 
gaging in which* the^Uphy has juftly cenfured both : The Objcils therefore of Mr. Macpherfpn’s 
Miflion, rouft have been of another Nature, . being prwr to this parrel. If any fubfequent Matter 
ot Complaint had come to his Knowledge, the Time end Occafion ought to have been dated wheh 
this Change in the Behaviour of the Company’s Servants had happened, in what Indances it had 
happenedT and wHo were the Perfons in 1%^ in order that the Company and the King’s Miniders 
might be able to fortn a clear Judgment on the Merits of the Cafe % nothing could be more 
irregular and bUmcable on the Part of the Nabob, than to fee the Company’s Records full of hig 
Commendations of their Servants, and Acknpwledgments of the Juftice of his Debt to them, both 
under bis own Signature, whild he maintained an Agent here, complaining to His Majefty’s Mi- 
niltcrs of the Tyranny of thole Servants, as well as of the Injudicc of the Company's own De- 

The Memorial itfelf, amidd all its dudied Rpferves and myderious Hints, when compared with 
the C'ompany’s Records, aflPords fome Infight into the Nature of Mr. Maepherfon’s Embafly, and 
into the Naiutc of the pretended Ai^sring. The Superiority of this Nation, and his Dependence on 
u, was become a Grievance to the Nabob of Arcot. So early as hisMcttling the^Temis of Peace 
with Monfieur Law* he appears to have aded with 4 View to this Independency. In his Letter to the 
Court of Diredors, the 4th of November 1767, he informs them, that he had prepefed (to Monfieur 
i,aw) “ in cafe of « new War breaking out between the ftVench and Englilh, it mull not be brought 
“ into this Coui||:ry t U) which he (MonfieurLaw) alfentcd.’l^ofar as the Nabob and the French were 
concerned, accofding to his Account, the Matter appears to have been concluded. The Nabob 
afterwards attempted to draw the Btitilh Govefnment into an Agrceni|int for this Neutrality, He 
applied to Governor Palk, who very properly declared he had no Power to agree to it, without 
Orders from Europe. The Nabob, on tluy Refufal, very warmly prclTcd the Objeft which he had 
previoufly propofed and leitled with Mot^ttur Law to, the Cpurt of Dircflors, on Pretence of preferving 
the Peace of that Country, which he and his Englilh Advifers had Uforc and afterwards fo wantonly 
expofed to War and Devaftation, for Purpofes in which this Nation had no Concern. Had he fuc- 
ceeded in eftabltlhing this Plan of Neutrality, the Power of France would .at this Day have l^cn 
truly formidable in India, if not abfolutcly fupenor, as Pondicherry mull have remained in perfeft 
Security as a Place of Arms in the Center of the Carnatic, from whence Force might have been de- 
tached to every other Part of India. l- u l vt u u 

To ftrengthen this dangerous Pretence to Independency (upon the SuppqGtion of which the Nabob 
of Arcot, without any previous Confulcation with the Prefidency, undertook to ncgociate a Neutrality 
with France) various Contrivaoecs appear to have been fet on foot. 

Mr. Mtepherfon reprefetits bimfclf as the firft Inventor, or at Icaft the firft public Propagator, 01 
a Conftruflion of an Article of the Treaty of Paris, in Favour of the Nabob of Arcot. By that 
Conftruftion (which, about the- Time alluded to by Mr. Maepherfon, appeared in various PuMica- 
tion.s) the Nahpb would be ftndered wholly independent of this Nation ^ and France would obtajh 
a Title to interfere in all Tranfaflions between him and the Eaft India Company, as a Guarantee of 
that Independence. It was therefore highly reprehenfible in Mr. Maepherfon, and perfectly contrary 
to his Duty as a Britiih Subje6l, to invent and propagate in Europe, and inftill into the Mind of 
his Employer in Inrlu* * mjfchievous and groundicis FiAion, by which an Officer of tw 
wholly upheld in hU Authority by the Strength of this Nation, operating through the C^itnp^ny, 
was to be*fuifed to a Rank equal with the Sovereign Powers in Europe, and to be confidered 4s a 

By ^h flattering Delufions, the Ambition of the Nabob Mahomed Ali had been, 

before thiH’ltivendon ** well as ever fince, ftimulated to defperate Defigns and Enterpnacs, which 
have difturb^ the Feacc of India, lhaken tM lawful Government of the Company at Madras, 
waft$d hia own Revenues, and at length brought thq Power of Great Britain in that Part of the 
World to the of Ruin* Among 

5 



t « J 

Among the principal of thefe Enttrprizes is to be reckoned the Attem|)t of the Nabob to ufljrn 
the ;3cat of his original Superior, the Soubah of the Decan. Mr. MaepherfOn, in hi$ Memorial 
claims the Merit of putting into the Hands of Perfons of Diftinftion in Englandj Publications made 
for the Purpofe of countenancing a Project wholly derogatory to the Honour and good Faith of 
the Britilh Nation, and the diredl Tendency of which was to plunge ail India into Blood and 
Confufion. 

By the Fourth Paragraph of the Memorial, fomt Light, is thrown upon the Part Mr. Maepher. 
fon aCled in another DeGgn of the Nabob •, which, as well as the former, had been difeountenanced 
by the Court of Directors, and was in its Tendency equally difhonourable^ and nearly as danger, 
ous. It is the unnatural Defign, which appears to Tour Committee to hare been fomied by the 
Nabob, to difinherit his eldeft Son^ a Peribn of a gentit and humane Temper, of undoubted At 
tachment to the Intereft of Great Britain, and of Abilities to do Credit to the Situation to which 
he is entitled. This Defign was formed in direft Violation of the GtdlR (real’^or pretended) b* 
which the Nabob is at ail entitled to any Succeflion in his Family, and in which the SuccciFnm h 
fpeciHcaily fettled upon his cidcfl Son, as will appear by the Firmaund in the Appendix 
N* 5* ’ 

The Court of Directors have been flnee then apprized of the Scheme^ by the Prefidthey of Ma- 
dras, who attended their Information with judicious and appbSte Reflci^tions upon a Matter of fo 
arduous and alarming a Nature. 

Mr. Maepherfon, in order tb prevent the Company from aCting as tMPHonour and Intcrelt de- 
manded on this Occadon, attempted to make even Parliament itfeif an Inftrument in this lhameful 
Proceeding, by propofing to Perfons in Office, “ to bring about an ACt of Parliament, limiting tie 
“ Power of the Company’s Servants, and making it a Crime in them againft the State, to interfere 
“ with the Government and Succejfien of the Indian Prlbcta in T reaty with the Company 5 and that 
" he endeavoured to make this jiS particular^ relati'Oe to the Nahh and his Pofterity** that i<, Mr. 
Maepherfon propofed to prevent the Interference in the Nabob’s Succeffion, of thofc very Perfons by 
whole Credit and Power the Grant to that Succeflion had been attained. 

The fame Memorial acquaints the Nabob, that the then Secretary to the Treafiiry had accepted a 
Propofal for that Purpofe, to be laid before Lord North and Mr. Dyfon j a Copy of which Pro- 
pofal, he fays, is in the Hands of the Nabob, « by which the Nabob will fee, that I (meaning he, 
Maepherfon) ftipulated to be at the EupeHce of the ACl, et cetera, out of my oun 
Pocket.” 

Your Committee obferve, that Mr. Maepherfon has taken ^vantage of the Ignorance of his 
Employer in Parliamentary Proceedings, to ftatc himlelf as ofTeriAg to be at the Expcnce of an Aft 
of Parliament, when in Reality no juftifiable Expcnce can be incurred for a Public Adi, fuch as 
that which he propofed mull have ^cn, if it had been at, all. But the ftipulating to be at the 
Expcnce of this Adi, with the fignificani#/ ceteras, out of his own Pocket, which.in tngland would 
be ill calculated to deceive, was perfedlijr confohant to the Ideas generally entertainj^ in India, and 
which have not been thoroughly effaced by a Comrnunication with Europeans, of what is called 
Durhar Charges, which figm^cs Prefents ordinarily made, in order to obtain Objedls folicrted from 
Perfons in Power and Authority. 

That the Nabob had probably feen nothing in his Intcrcourfe with Europeans which miglit con- 
vince him that Mr. Maepherfon could never have in Reality ftipulated to be at fuch Expcnce, ct 
cetera, out of his own Pocket, appears by a very remarkable Incident in thefe Ncgociations, 10 which 
your Committee wilh particularly to call the Attention of the Houfe. 

At the Firll Interview of this Minifler of the Nabob with one of His Majtfty’s Minifters (the 
Duke of Grafton) he offered to bellow on him certain Prefettts (which he calls Credential Prefcnts) 
on the Part of the Nabob. Thefe Prelents the Duke of Grafton rcfulcd to receive. On his Refufal, 
Mr. Maepherfon conceived, that though they might not fuit the Miniller, they might with Propriety, 
and poffibly with fomc Effcdl, be received by a Subordinate in Office : Seeing therelore the Prefents lie 
rcjedlcd, he “ took them up, and offered them, in the Name of the Nabob, to his Grace’s Secretary, 
“ Mr. Bradlhaw.” Mr. Bradlhaw is reprefented as making a fhort Speech, which ended on his Paft 
by declaring, that Mr. Maepherfon “ would forfeit his Efltem if he infilled on his dilgracing the 
Example of the Duke of Grafton.” 

Mr. Maepherfon Hates himfelf as thrown into the greatell Perplexity and Diltrefs by this Refufal 
of the Firll Commiffioncr of the Treafury and his Secretary to receive his Picfcnts. His Reafons arc 
remarkable, as they indicate the Notions his Employer, the Nabob, entertained concerning the Prin- 
ciples and Motives upon which this Bufinefs was tranfadled in England. Mr. Maepherfon’s own 
Words arc mod perfwlly expreffive of his Sentiments and Feelings in an Emergency fo critical to all 
his Reputation for Addrefs and Dexterity : *'■ I cannot delcribe what 1 felt on this Ocegfion. Upon 
** rcllming, I thought it would be difficult to perfuade my Employer that Men, who would not 
“ receive nis Prefents, had any ferious Intentions to ferve him. I likewife apprehended, that being 
without any Proof of having inftfted upon their being received, my Want of Perfuafiak would be 
** found Fault with.” ^ 

The Prefents which Mr. Maepherfon was dlrefled to ofltr to one of His Majefty’s MiniHers, were 
only preliminary to further Offers of a far more extenfivt Nature, which Your Committee find it neccf* 
lary to Hate to the Houfe, to demonllrate the unexampled Boldnefs, Vaftnefs, and Extravagance of tlie 
corrupt Projcdls formed by the Advilers and inftruments of the Nabob of Arcot, in order to render 
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all Branches of the Government of this Kingdom dependent on them, and fubfervient to their 
Views. 

As foon as Mr. Maepberfon had prepared his Ground at the Treafury, he thought it proper to 
open what he calls “ his firrt and grand Injundtion This confifted in an Alternative of Two 
Offers, the Firft of which was a Propofal of lending to the Public a Sum of 70 Lacks of Rupees, or 
about 700,000 Pounds Stcrligg, at fo low an Intereft as. Two per Cent. 

This Propofal was covered with a Pretext of providing a fure and fettled Maintenanice for the 
Kabob’s youngeft Children, There feems to be no Reafon for preventing the Nabob from openly 
purchafing and fccuring to that, or to any Amount, at the current Price, and with the common Ad- 
vantage (which was then much more than Two per Cent.l in any of the Brinfh Funds, nor any Occa- 
fion tor Secrecy in. the Tranfadlion,. if no Other DcGgn was enteVtained than that Which was 

fxprefled. ‘ . 

But there was, indeed, abundant Reafon'ifor. making his other Part of the Alternative, which Mr. 
Macplierfon calls his confidential Propofal,” a very profound Secret ; for the Tenor of this Offer 
was, that in cafe tne for^jfcjng Propofal “ fhould not be agreeable, the Nabob' would lend the fame, or 
“ iL greater Capital to the ^rtafury^ zi a Pledge of .his Fidelity tow^irds, and Trull in the Britifh 
“ State,” 

In wljat Mann« this Loan to the Treafufy was to be macjcj how it was to be fecured, and above all, 
what ObjcCls it was to be applied to, and what Purpafes it was intended to anfwcr, thefe Matters are 
not at all explained ia^^demorial \ like many other Parts of the Tranfadlion, they arc wrapped up 
in an obfeure and alarni|[uylyn:ery.'~A Loan of that afionifhing Magnitude to the T rea/ury of Great ' 
Britain, by a Foreign Pomtate, is a Matter of very ferious Coiifideration. 

The Court of Diredfors, when a Memorial of this extraordinary Nature came no lefs than Three 
Times before therm could not avoid obferving, that the Nabob of Arcot, at the Time of his offer- 
ing fuch a large X,oan as f. 700,000 to the Public, and even a larger confidentially to the Trea- 
fury, was making every Kind of Delay and Difficulty in the Payment of what he owed to the Com- 
pany •, that he conftantly reprefented himfclf as overwhelmed with Debt to Individuals, and that thefe 
Debts had been coniradcd at fo high a Rate as Twenty, Twenty-four, and even Thirty-fix per 
Cent. Intereft, and that he ftill continued to borrow at exorbitant Ufury. He afferted, that he had 
offered even an Hundred and I'wcttty per Cent, to obtain Money, in order to make feme of his 
Payments, without being able to procure it — That when the Company had ordered his Debts to be 
reduced to Ten per Cent, he reprefented it as likely to prove ruinous to his Credit; and on that 
Ground prayed a Refpite of the Execution of thd Order — yet by his fccrct Inftrudlions to his Agent, 
lie confiders himfclf at the very Time as having fo much the Command of ready Money, that he 
offers at Three Payments to ^ance fo valli a Sum as 700,000 wt fo low an Intereft as Two 
per Cent, to the Britifh Public, or even a greater, without any apparent Stipulation <of Intereft at all, 
confidentially to the Treafury. , 

Mr. MaephefiTon declares himfclf incapable of expreffiog “ the noble and refpeftable Idea which 
“ this confidential Propofal of the Nabob gave to, the Mi^ifter.” But it ought to have fuggefted 
Ideas of another Kind to the Court of Diredtors, who muft , have pcrfcdlly known that his Delays of 
Payment, both then and ever fince, as well to his public as to his private Creditors, muft have been a 
grofs Fraud, if he were really Mafter of fo much Treafure: If he wfte not, then the Offer itlclf 
muft be a Fraud of another Sort, by which he hoped to engage the Miniftry to enter into his Views, 
by holding out to them an Offer of Advantages, which he was not able to realize. It is probable 
the Miniftry, notwithftanding Mr. Maepheribn’s Keprefentation to his Employer, muft have treated 
the Offer in a different Manner from that which he deferibes. The Court of Direftors, however, 
.iftcr that Reprefentation, ought never to have taken into their Employment, a Perfon known to them 
to be concerned in fuch extraordinary Tranfadlions. They could not perufe the Memorial before 
them, without being (truck with the Multitude of Pradlices of this Agent, moft, if not all of them, of 
the fame pernicious Tendency towards the Honour and Intereft of the Company. — His dating his 
Fublications in the N.ews-papers from Arlington Street, the Place of Refidence of the then Firft 
Commiffioncr of the Treafury, with a Dcfign of producing an Opinion that they were authorized by 
Mis Majclly’s Minilleis -, his lj.fe, for the lame Purpofe, of an authorativeSi\\t to the Supcrvif(/rs ap- 
pointed by the Comj.'any ; his Manner (which he fays he cannot deferibe) of coming at the Inftruc- 
tions of the Supervifors ; all thefe, with others of the fame Nature (fully fet forth in the Memorial 
afoiefaid) muft have convinced, the Direftors, that they could not have chofen a more unfit Perfon 
into whofc Hands to comtp^hteiioft important Affairs of their Conftituents. In this Appointment 
tliciclore, You^ Committee are of Opinion, That the DiredlQrs who voted for the faid Mr. Mac- 
pliei Ton, have been guilty of a flagrant Breach of their .Truft,. 

When originally this Matter of Offence came before tbetn„ they ought not to have enquired only 
into the Formality of Mr. Macphcrfbn's pifmiffion 1 they,pught to bave.eoquh'cd into the fubftantial 
Natufe of the Charge ifor wnich he was dirmifle^ i and if Mr. Maepfabrfoa had not clean^ him- 
fclf in a fatitfaftory Manner from that Charge, they, who had the Power, with the fulleft Autho- 
rity, and in.^rfe6l Form to Difmiffion, were obliged by their Duty to put him out of the Company’s 
I’ervice, to take Advantage of Informality in Procefs 10 feciifc iridenihity for Crimes, if 

they had done their puty.in that Manner, the Ablof Parliament would have had its natural Operation : 
but in this, and irt 'many, other Inftanccs, it appears to Your Committee, that feme PerfOns ih the 
Co^i. ‘Rtf, IHi e . Direftion 
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Direftion have countenanced an Evafion of the very Afls of Parliament formed for the Support of 
their own Authority. 

The Dircdors undoubtedly arc not obliged to follow the I/ine of Gradation j nor are they bound 
indifpoofably to attend to the Time of Service. They may, on good Reafon, appoint abfolute Stran. 
gcrs to aoy of their Offices. But when the Queftion is among Servants, and when thofe of higjj 
Rank and long and unexceptionable Service are paffed over, and a Perfon neither long nor diligent 
in their Service, of low Rank in it, turned out from that low Rank for Milbehaviour, and reftored 
to it with Cenfure and Reprimand j in fuch Competition among the Servants, to prefer the latter to 
all the reft, is to hold out a Leftbn of the moft pernicious Kind to thofe who aft under them, a Lcf- 
fon which tends wholly to reverfe the Ufe of Rewards and Punilhments. When it is conlidered 
that Mr. Maepherfon appeared to the Court of Direftors in no other Refpeft a Man of eithj?r Talents 
or Induftry, but by his Exertions to their Prejudice, the Offence of Mr, Devaynes and Mr. Suli- 
van, who propofed and fupported him. Your Committee cohccive will appear much more heinous to 
this Houfe. . 

When Perfons entrufted with the Care and Confervation of any public Efufablilhmcnt, promote its 
known Enemies to the immediate Superintendance of its moft eftential Interefts, a juft Prefumption 
arifes, that they have intentionally betrayed their Truft: When Enemies fo promoted are known to 
them to be concerned in an Attempt to carry on their hoftile Defigns by corrupt Praftices,% Prc. 
fumpeion arifes, that the Truft is thus betrayed from unworthy Motives. 

Mr. Devaynes on his Examination feemed to be ignorant Of, or to hi^^&rgot moft of the ma> 
terial Circumftances of the Tranfaftion } and in general declined giving^|||Pmation to Your Com- 
mittee concerning the Grounds and Reafons of this Appointment, left he Ihould thereby accuie 
bhnfelf. 

Mr. Sulivan declined anfwering Icveral Queftions apj)arcntly for the fame Reafona. 

Their Examination, which is annexed, will fufficientty in^cate to the Houfe the true Spirit of 
their Conduft. 

Your Committee obferve. That every Step hitherto taken in their Enquiry, convinces them more 
and more, that the Difbbedienc^.and Corruption of the Sbrvamt' abroad (wherever fuch Difobedience 
and CorruptioR exift) may in ^reat Meafufe be imputed to Intrigue, Cabal, and Management in 
Qrcat Briuufi •, to which heavy; inveterate, and growing Evil, no apt Remedy can be applied, but 
the conftani Infpeftbn of the Houfe ; with the Certainty that all thefe fecret Intrigues (hall in a fea- 
Ibnable Time undergo a .^blic and^parliamentary Scrutiny ; and that no Servant of the Company 
can be fafe in any new Office, whilft his Behaviour in the Offices which he formerly held, on fuch 
Scrutiny remains without a fachfaftory Explanation ; and that the^ireftoft' lhall be as refponnble 
fOTjthe Promotions they maktaof Pcrlbns juftly obnofxioos, as tht olwbxious Perfons whom they pro* 
mot? arc for tbeiritiwn Conduft. t; 

Your Committee finding thefe Papers to contain Matter of a very extraordinvy 'Hsture, and im* 
pqi'Cant for the Infovmatibn of the Houfe, have thought it neCtffary to enter ttnm at lafge io'|he 
Appendix to this Repo|rt{'and a¥o to exainine Wij^Ham Devaynes, En)uire, aqd L'^^nce Sulivan, 
Efquire, at that Time Chairman- and Deputy Chairman of the Eaft' India CompSmy, concerning 
Mr. Maepherfon’s Appcfinimwt to the Office of Counfcllor in the Supreme Council of India.— 'The 
Examinations of thele Gentlemen arc hereafter fet forth ; and the feveral Proceedings of the Court of 
Direftors of the 24th and aSth of November, and . 15th of December 1780, of the 4th, 5tb, and 
loth of January 1781, and the Diffimt of John Manlhip, Efquire (one of the Direftors) of the fame 
Date, are allb annexed in-tbe Appendix, N* 6. To theft Materials Your Committee particularly re- 
queft the Attention of the Houfef aa they will afford the Grounds upon which Your Committee have 
formed the Opinions and Obftrvations whic^ they now lay before the Houfe. 

Your Committee are of Opinion, That^l'je greateft Care and Circunifpeftion is abfolutely necef- 
fary to be obftrvof in the Choice of Perfons proper to fill the higheft Stations in India; and they arc 
confirmed and ftrengthened in this Opinion by a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Stormont 
(then one of His Majefty's Secretaries of State) dated the 31ft Auguft 1781, to the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman of the Baft ItKfia Company, where, in anfwcr to a" Memorial from the Court of 
Direftors to His Majefty, praying that he would ' be pleafed to confirm the Appointment of John 
Stables, Efquire, his Lordffiip gives it as the Opinion of His Majefty’s confidential Servants, “ That 
“ the Appointment to. foth aa Office in the pfefent critical Conjunfture, muft be confidcred as a 
“ Matter of great National Concern ; that the Situation of India retired that the Supreme Council 
“ of Bengal ihould be filled by Mtn fit to govern a great Empire and Peace ;«$but that the 

“ Compasty. having unanimoufty chofen Mr. Stables, whofe private Charafter had been reprefented 
“ to His Majefty in the faireft Light, and no other Competitor having appeared more worthy of 
“ their Choice, that therefore the King had beCn gracioufly' ]pl<afed' to approve the Appointment 

they had made, in fuU Confidence that Mr;! Stabfts aK>uld diftharge the Duty of this high and 
“ imporj^ Office uf « Manner becoming the Chatafter which His Majefty thought he de- 
« ferved'.’* ^ 


William Devaynes, Eiquiir, being afleed, Whether he was in the Direftion when Mf. JolSiOTacpber- 
fon was appointed a Member of the Supreme Cooncil of Bengal ? he flid. He was— Being aiked, 
WhO: was then Q>airmaa. df the Eaftlndia Compairiy ? he faid, He wai^Being alkcd, ^0 
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pofcd Mr. Macpherfon in the Court of Dircftors for that Appointment ? he faid, He does not rccol: 
IfSt — Being atked. Whether he approved his Appointment ? he faid, He was appointed by the 
Court— Being atked, Whether Iw approved of his Appointment ? he faid, It was approved of by the 
Court — Being afleed. Whether it met his perfonal Approbation ? he faid. He begged Leave not to 
anfwcr that (^eftion— Being alked. Whether there was not a Motion made, and repeated, to enquire 
into the Conduft of the Company’s Servants in Bengal, as a neceflary Preliminary to any Appoint- 
ment for filling the Vacancy occafioned by the Refignation of Mr. Barwell ? he laid. His Memory 
is not very accurate j all the Proceedings relative to that Bufinefs ftand upon the Records of the Com- 
pany-Being alkcd, Whether any Inquiry was made agreeable to a Refolution of the Court of Direc- 
tors of the 15th of December 1780 ? he faid, That Matter is upon Record alfo — It being then re- 
pYcfentcd td Mr. Devapes, That as the Committee do not find that Matter upon Record, they defined 
him to inform them,^ Whether he re^llefts if any Inquiry was made agreeable to the above Relblu- 
tion to which he faid, |Je docs not recOTe^l that there was any — Being alked, Whether he recollcds 
after the Rcfolqfion of tro Court of Diredlors was taken to enter into an Inquiry, why luch Inquiry 
was not carried on ? hP&id, He does not know— Being afkcd. How foon after that Refolution for 
an Inquiry was Mr. Macpherfon propofed ? he faid, About Twenty |)ays — Being afked. How foon 
after that Relblution did they agree to fill up the Vacancy ? he faid. It appears by the Records on 
the fi^e Day-^cingafleed, Whether it is not the ufual Mode of tranfading Bufinefs in the Court 
of Diredors, for all Erboofuions to be brought forward either by the Chairman or the Deputy } he 
faid. No — Bdng alke^iS^at is the ufiial Mode ? he faid, Any Member propofes any Qiicllion he plcafes 
—Being alked. If he ijjHHfcAs whether he himfelf propofed Mr. Macpherfon ? he faid, livery Qucftion 
is propofed by the Chinan, the fame as it is by the Speaker in the Houfe of Commons, on a Mo- 
tion made by any Direftor — Being alked. Whether the Committee is to iinderftand, that he propofed 
Mr. Macpherfon officially as.Chairman of ihtf Court of Diredors ? he faid. He believes he propofed 
Mr. George Vanljltaft, Mr. Dacres, and thco«Mr. Macpherfon, all officially, he thinks, in the Order 
he has named them — Being alked. When he propofed Mr. Macpherfon to be of the Council General 
(an Employment of the higheft Truft and Power in the Company’s Service) what Merits of Mr; 
Macpherfon towards the Company did he ftate as a R-eafon for propofing hiihto the Court of Di- 
reftors ? he faid, He did not ftate, nor did he propofe-i-Being alked, What Station Mr. Macpherfon 
had held in the Company’s Service ? he faid, He does not recoiled but it will appear upon the 
Records — Being alked. Whether he had ever been in Office in Bengal ?• he faid. He does not know 
—Being alked. If he knows whether he had .ever been difmiftd from the Company’s Service ? he 
faid. No, he does not— Being alked. Whether he has never feen the Proceedings of the Governor 
and Council of Fort Saiat (jeow, of the aad and ajd January 1776 ? he faid, He does not know 
that he evefVead or faw that 0|&eeding till within this-\Vcek— Beisfi'alked, Wither the CoUrf of 
Direftors was unanimous in MrTMaepherfon’s Appointment ? he faitk He belieiief hot— Being alked, 
Whether there <flBs any DilTent to the Appointment ? he laid. He believes one from Mr. Manlhip— 
Being alked, IWI|j|('Hcr ue recoReSs the Opinion of the Company’s Counfel, Mr. Sayer, being read 
brfore the epu^S^on jjhis Appointment?, he fait?,. He d^ not rccolleft it — Being alked. Whether 
he rccolleds rffj^pinion of Mr.. Sayer being taken upon this Appointment ? he faid, No, he does not— 
Being alked. If he recolleds whether Mr. Macpherfon had ever been in jtny higher Rank than Fador in 
the Company’s Service? he faid, He docs not rightly recoiled whd Rank he held — Being alked, 
Whether he did not, before he officially propofed him to fueceed to fo high an Employment, enquire 
into the Rank he had held in the Service, the Length of Timorhe had ferved, and his Diligence and 
Fidelity in Service? |ie faid. His Charader, as well as the reft of the Candidates, was talked over in the 
Appointment — Being alked. Whether there was any particular TelMmony of any remarkable Service 
done by Mr. Macpherfon for the Company, to entitle him to fuch an Appointment ? he laid, He does 
not recoiled there were any in behalf of any of the Carraidates— Being afked. What turned the Scale 
in Mr. Maepherfon’s Favour ? he faid, It appeared to be the Voice of the Court. 

Being alked, Whether he thinks it is for the Company’s Intereft for the Court of Diredors to 
promote an Officer, low in Station, Ibort in Service, without any fpecial Merit in that Service cither 
appearing on the Company’s Records or alledged by himfelf, above atl the old Servants of the 
Company, who filled Stations fuperior to him, and for many Years ? he faid. It is moft for the 
Intereft of the Company to promote thofe Servants who arc bell able to do their Duty— Being 
alked, What Proof Mr. Macpherfon had given, during his Services to the Company, of his being 
belt able to ferve them ? he faid, It appears that the Court of Diredors were facisfied with his 
Pretenfions — ^eing alked,ii^flten a Seledion is made out of the Company’S' Servants, whether 
Length of Service, and Merit in that Service, ought not to be confidered ? he faid. Certainly — 
Being alked. Whether any Thing was alledged or appeared concerning the Length of Time ctr 
Merits of the other Candidates in the Service ? he faid. It was converfed upon-— Being alked. 
Whether that Plea, in Favour of the other Candidates, was difproved? he faid, It was not at- 
tempted, that he recollcds— Being alked. Whether any Thing of the Kind was alledged in Favour 
of Mr. Macpherfon ? he faid. He does not recoiled what palTed upon that Occafion —Being alked. 
Whether knows MiC Macpherfon pcrfonally ? he laid. He kno#s Mr. Macpherfon, and both the 
other Camdates, pcrfonally — Being alked. How long he has known Mr. Macpherfon? he faid. He 
has kno^ his Perfon about Three Years— Being alked. Whether he knows or has heard any 
Thing of his Occupation or Employment ip E'lglwid ? he faid} Noj he does nbt-— Being alked, 
Wliithcr Mr. Macpherfon was not recommended to him by any Perfonjiin. the Service or Employ- 
nifnt of Government? he faid, Not that be recollcds — Being alked, llov/ he could know that 

Mr. 
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^ 4 r. Macphcrfon had been in ihe Service of the Company, witliout knowing that he had been re- 
moved from it ? he laid, He could not give any other Anlwer than that every Body knew it~. 
Being alked, Whether, upon Mr. Maepherfon’s Appointment, the Court ot Dircflors did examine 
into the Merits of his Difmiffion from the Service by the Council of Fort Saint George ? he fanj 
He cannot charge his Memory with it. ’ 

Lawrence Sulivan, Efqdire, being aiked, Whether he was in the Diredlion when Mr. John Mac- 
pherfon was appointed a Member of the Supreme Council L’f Bengal f he faid, He was Deputy 
Chairman — Being alked. Who propofed him for that Appointment ? he faid. He believes the 
Chairman — Being alked. Whether he oppofed it ? ht faid No— Being alked. Whether there was *not 
a Motion made, and repeated, to enquire into the Conduft of the Company’s Servants in Bengal, as 
a necclfary Preliminary to any Appointment for filling a Vacancy occafioned by the Refignation of 
Mr. Barwcll ? he faid, There was a Motion made and carrjed for an Enquiry into the Conduft of 
the Company’s Servants in Bengal— Being alked. Whether he voted for t^t Enquiry, or not ? he 
faid, He was one of thofe who agreed to that Motion— Being alked. Whether the Enquiry was 
made agreeable to the Kefolution of the Court of Direiflors of the 15th of December 1780? he 
faid, He does not at prefent recollect the Directors going into fuch Enquiry— Being alked. Whether 
he recollefls, after the Refolution Of the Court being taken to enter into an Enquiry, why fuch 
Enquiry was not carried on ? he faid. He really docs not know — Being alked. Whether be rewllcfta 
how foon after that Refolution pafled, Mr. Macphcrfon was propofed ? he faid, it appears by the Minutes 
of the Court of Direftors, that Mr. Macphcrfon was propofed the fame Dajfr - Being alked. When 
the Chairman propofed Mr. Macphcrfon to be appointed of the Council (^f^ral (an Employment 
of the highelt Trull in the Company’s Service) what Merits of Mr. Macphcrfon towards the Company 
did he Hate as a Reafon for recommending him to that Station ? he laid, He cannot rccollcdl what 
he dated t but he believes he propofed him as the fitted' Perfon for that Station— Being alked, Whe- 
ther he thought him the fitted Perfon for that Station ? he laid, Taking into Confidcration fiis 
Abilities and his Knowledge, he did confider him as a fit Perfon for that Station — Being alked. 
What Station he had held in the Company’s Service ? he faid. He had been a Writer; and he be- 
licvesy when he was., difmifled, was a Facdor at Fort St. George— Being alked. Whether he had 
ever been in Office in Bengal ? he faid. He believes not— Being alked. Whether he had been in 
any other Capacity in the Company’s Service except thofe of Writer and Fadlor ? he faid, He 
believes not ; though he has heard in an indidindl Way, that he went abroad as a Purfer, or in 
fome other Situation, under Captain Macleod— Being alked, How long Mr. Macphcrfon attended 
his Duty in the Capacity of a Writer and Factor rcfidcnt in India he raid, As he was hot a Di- 
rcdlor when he was appointed or wlien he was difmiflcd, he cannot anfwer that Qiielliori — Being alked. 
Whether, before he had formed his Judgment that he was a fit Perll^’for f6 high an Employment, 
he enquired into his Rank, the Length of Time, and his Diligence ih Service ? he faid, He cer- 
tainly knew his Rank *, and upon the Enquiries he made, he did not find any Complaints againll 
him for Want of Diligence ; and he mull know his Length of Service was but Ihdrt — Being alked. 
Whether there was any particular Teftimony of any remarkable Scivice done to the Company by 
Mr. Macphcrfon, to compenfate for the Lownefs of his Rank, and the Ihort Time of Service in that 
Rank f he faid. He took up his Idea upon the general Opinion he entertained of his Knowledge and 
Abilities — Being alked. Whether he is perfonally acquainted with Mr. Macphcrfon ? He faid. 
Certainly *, from his laft Return from India in 1777 — Being alked. Whether Mr. Macphcrfon 
Hated to him any particular or fpecial Service he had done to the Company, whilll he 
was in their Employ in India ? he faid, Not that he remembers — Being alked, Whether he 
thinks it is for the Company’s Interell to promote an Oflicer, low in Station, Ihort in 
Service, and without any fpecial Merit in that Service, cither appearing on the Com- 
pany’s Records, or allcdgcd by himfclf, above all the old Servants of the Company, who filled 
Stations fuperior to him, and for many Years ? he faid. When the Supreme Council was firll 
•appointed, the LegiQature and the Company did not Teem to have in Contemplation either their 
Service or the Length of their Services ; and for that particular Situation, he docs think that Per- 
Ions the fittell to fill that Station Ihould be lelefted from Perfons whether in or out of the Com^ 
pany’s .Service, where they Ihould be found moll fitting — Being afked, Whether, when the Selec- 
tion is made out of the Company’s Servants, their Length of Service, and Merit in Service, ought 
not to be among the Rules for ellioiating their Fitnefs for that Office ? he faid, Yes, provided 
they have Knowledge and Abilities equal or fuperior to others — Being, alked, Whether amongll the 
Servants of the Company who werh higher in Rank and longer in Service, no Perfon, equal to 
Mr. Macphcrfon in Knowledge and Abilities, was to be found ? he faid. He gave Mr. Maepherfort 
his Vote becaufc he thought him the fiitell Perfon — Then the Quellion being rcpeatcti, and the 
Oath direiflcd to be taken by the Dire^ors of the Ball India Company before they aiS, being 
read, he faid. He thought there were Perfons equal in Knowledge of the Officers of the Comparty, 
but not in Abilities — Being alked, Whether he thought that Mr. Macphcrfon can be equal in prac- 
tical Knowledge in the Compafty*.s Affairs, particularly in the Bengal Department, to thofe Ser- 
vant# of long Standing and high Rl^nk in that Prcfidency ? he faid. He might not have cqUjIil Know- 
ledge refpeSing the Bengal Department only, but he conceives that he had a very' i^xtenfJve 
Knowledge of the Affairs of the Company in general, in India — Being alked, By what Mcana he ac- 
quired it ? he faid. He cannot pretend to give an Anfwer to that (^jcllion — Being alked. Whether ^ 
of the Company’* Servants, higher in Rank and longer in Service, have not had pofitive Merits with wfe 
$ I Compaojr f 
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Company ? he faid, He does not rccolledt — Being afked, How far did Mr, Macpherfon employ 
his Abilities in the Service of the Company ? he faid, He does not know of any particular In- 
Being aflced. Whether he heard of any Books or Publications of Mr. Macpherfon’s ih 
hint'land, relative to the Company ? he faid, He docs not recolleft that he has— Being a(ked, If he 
knows whether Mr, Macpherfon was not difmilTed from the Company’s Service ? he faid, He does 
know that he was difmiflcd— Being afked. For what Offence he was difmilTed ? he laid. He 
was not in the Direftion at the Time, but he has licard that it related to fomc Tranladfions of 
Mr, r^aepherfon in England, for which he was queftioned at Madras by the latel^ord Pigot, and 
which ended in his Difmiflion — Being afked, Whether upon his Appointment to the Supreme Coun- 
cil, the Court of Direftors did examine into the Merits of thole Tranfa6lions ? be faid, He thinks 
they did, and he does remember that the Directors took into Confidcration his Difmiflion, and there 
was read the Opinion of ||^r, Saycr, the Company’s Counfel, who gave his Opinion, that the 
Difmiflion was legal and proper, but the (^pinion of Mr, Wedderburne (the prefent Lord Lough- 
borough) was clear, that the Difmiflion was informal, and that Mr. Macpherfon ought to be 
confidercd as ftiil in the Service — Being afked, Whether the Diredfors inquired into the Merits of 
the Tra^aftion itfclf, and not into the Legality or Illegality of the Difmiflion only ? he faid, The 
Direfio* he believes, heard all the Papers read in Court relative to the Tranfadtion, 

Being afked, Whether he has ever read the Confultations of the Prcfident and Council of Fort 
Saint George, of the aa d-ngl 23d January 1776 ? he faid, He believes he has read them — Being alked. 
Whether at the Time th^fB^ointment of Mr. Macpherfon was made, he did not know that he had been 
difmifled from the Company’s Service by the Prefident and Council of Fort Saint George, for holding 
Principles, and being concerned in Tranladlion^ reprefented by that Council highly prejudicial to 
the intereft of the Company ? he faid, He cerlwinly did know that fuch a Tranfadion had palfcd 
when he was not in the Direftion •, and as he found him reltorcd to the Company’s Service when he 
was in the Diredlion, he concluded that all thofe Matters had been palled over — Being afked, 
Whether theie was any other Perfon who offered his Services to the Court of Diredtors, to fuccccd to' 
the V^can^y of Mr. Barwell in the Supreme Council of Bengal ? he faid. He thinks Mr. George Van- 
futart did — Being afked. What Station had Mr. George Vanfittart held in the Company’s Service f 
he faid, He thinks he had been a Member of the Council of Bengal— Being afked. Whether he re- 
colledls the Length of Mr. George Vanfittart’s Services ? he faid, He does not recolledt but as he 
went out a Writer, and rofe gradually to the Rank of a Counfellbr, he muft have been there a con- 
fiderablc Number of Years—Weing afked. In what Light the Charaftcrof Mr. George Vanfittart, as 
a Company’s Servant, was confidercd by the Diredors ? he faid. It was not called in queftion— Being 
f.fkcd. Whether the Court of Dii^ors had any Objeflion, or any Grounds of Objcdion, to make to 
the CondudI of Mr. George Vanfittart whilft he Was employed in their Service in Bengal he laid. 
He can only fay there was none brought forward at that T ime, nor did he hear that any was intended 
— ^Being afked. Whether any Ground of Objedtion did to his Knowledge exifi ? he faid, He cannot fay 
there were any— Being afked, Whether he did fuppoie that the Appointment of Mr. Macpherfon to 
be a Member of the Supreme Council of Bengal, one who had never rifen to a higher Rank than that 
of a Fadtor in the Service, and was difmiffed from that Office by the Governor and Council of Fort 
Saint George, would be 'in Appointment acceptable to the Servants of the Company in India, his Se- 
niors in Rank and Length of Service ? he faid. As he found when he returned to the Diredtion, Mr. 
Macpherfon was reftored to the Company’s Service, he confidercd that all thofe Objedlions againft him 
had been removed, and he had his Vote becaufe he thought him the fittefl Perfon : Mr. Sulivan 
further added, That he could not poflibly anfwer to what the Servants of the Company might think 
upon the Subjedt — Being afked. Whether it was not a Principle long fcicc eftablifhed with the Com- 
pany, that Length of Services and Uj)right and faithful Condudl fhoukl be promoted and rewarded, as 
an Excitement to the Company's Servants in general zcaloufly to difeharge their Duty to the Com- 
pany in their refpedtive Stations he faid. It has been generally the Principle which has governed 
the Company in their Appointments Abroad — Being afked the Time when Mr. Macpherfon was 
reftored to the Company’s Service ? he faid. He was not in the Diredtion when he was reltorcd but 
the Letter frotia, the Court of Diredtors to the Governor and Council of Fort Saint George, of the 
4th of July 1777, informs the Council of his Reftoration — Being alked. Whether Mr. Mac- 
pherfon was in the Service of the Company from the Time of his Reftoration to the l ime 
of his .^p[)ointment to the Supreme Council in India ? he faid. He believes he was j but did not re- 
turn to India until he was appointed to the Supreme Council— Being afked. Whether Mr. Maepher- 
fon was in the Pay of the Company from the Time of his Reftoration to the l ime of his Appoint- 
ment to the Supreme Council ? he fakl. He believes he was not— Being afked, Wliethcr there were 
any particular Rcafons why Mr. Macpherfon, being a Servant of the Company, fhould be pcimiuca 
to remain in England between Three and Four Years after his Reftoration i he faid, He does not 
recolledl the Rcafons that he underrtands he affigned in the Letters he annually wrote to the Court ot 
Diredtors, for Permiflion to remain in England. 

Mr. Sulivan afterwards begged Leavl to obferve to the Committee, that, upon further Examina- 
tion at the India Houfe, he does not find that any Letters had been wrote by Mr. Macpherfon to 
the Court of Diredtors r and that he does not recollcdt that any particular Rcafons were affigned foi 
thm Permiflion for him to remain in England. 

^cing afked. Whether he has lecn the Paper on account of which Mr. Macpherfon was difcliarged 
Su.CoM. Rep. III. D ftotn 
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from the Cotnpany*s Service ? be faid. He thinks he has — Being aflced. Whether he confiders ihe 
Principles laid down, and the Condudl related in that Paper, te^M fueh as to entitle a ^rvant of the 
Company to be promoted to the Supreme Council of India i he laid, As Mr. Macpheribn was re. 
ftored to the Service before he came into the Direftion, that Paper could make no Part of his Coq. 
fideration, as he then ftood acquitted of all thole Charges by his Keftoracion— Being alked. Whether 
he knows that he ever was acquitted of the Charge of writing that Paper ? he faid, fie never heard 
that he was particularly acquitted of that, but he underftood, he was generally acquitted— Being 
alked. Whether ne looked into the Company’s Records, to examine pf whad Nature and upot what 
Grounds that general Acquittal was made ? he faid. He does not remember that be did i he found 
him reftored, and did not confider at the Time that there was any KecelCcy to enter on his pa(i 
Conduft— Being afkcd. Whether when a Servant of the Company is about to be put into a Situation 
of the higheft Trull, ^om an inferior and fubordinate Station, he thinka it enough to find him re. 
ftored to that fubordinate Station by former Direflors, without any {parent Examination of the 
Charge againft him, which appears upon the Company's Kecords uncontrad|fted and unexplained 
he faid. When he gave his \^otefor the Appointment of Mr. Maepherfon, he took into Conlidera- 
tion all Circumllances at the Time, and confidered him as the fitteft Perfon for that Appoin^ipaeiit— 
And being afked, Whether he approves of the Objed of bis Commiffion from the NaDobVT Arcot 
in the Year 1767, and of his Proceedings in confequcnce of that Commifilon ? Mr. Sulivan repeated 
his Anfwer to the foregoing Quellion. . ^ . 

Mr. Sulivan being then alked, Whether be took into Confideration ^^pe Circumftances of the 
Paper produced in Confultation at Madras the aad ' January 1776, and which was printed and cir. 
culated in London, and was then a&ually under the Confideration of the Court of Direflors, and had 
been fubmitted to the Opinion of their Counfel, vAo gave an Opinion againft the [!..egality of the 
Relloracion to the Service f he faid. That Paper was certainly before them at the Time, as well as 
an Opinion of Mr. Wedderbume, who had ftated, that Mr. Maepherfon’s Difmilfion was not legal— 
Being afked, Who delivered to the Court of Directs that Opinion of Mr. Wedderbume? be faid, 
He aoes not knows it waain the Court on his Return to the Direflion — Being ^ed. Whether he 
faw the Cafe on which that Optnbn was given ? he faid. He does not recolledl that he did— l^ng 
alked. Whether be does not know, that the Opinion when delivered in was not annexed to a Cafe ! 
he faid. He only knows that upon hie coming into the Dire^ions an Inqulty was made, aqd no Cafe 
could be found, as well as be recolldfts— Being alked. Whether that pinion of Mr. Wedderburne 
was taken by Order of the Court of Dire&dnl he laid; He bat heard flat it was not— Being alked, 
Wiiether Mr. Sayer's Opinion was taken by Order of the Court of Direftors ? he faid. He bdieves it 
was— Being alk^. Whether* it was an Opiaton upon aCaleftatask? be laid. He believes it was— 
Being then allceds Why tteo did be prefer -Mt<)piiiion given without a Cafe upon no Reference from 
the Court of Dii^ors, and which came he knew not how under their Confideration, to an Opinion 
delivered upon Ibicmn Reference to the Cothpany's own Standing Counfel, by a regular Order of jhe 
Court of Diredors, and with a^afe ftated agreeable to tbacOrdey ? he faid. He conceives that Miii 
Wedderbume, when he gave that Opinibn, had fufficient Information before him s and he con- 
fidered Mr. Wedderburnc’s Opinions to be greatly fuperior to thole, of Mr. Sayer — Being 
alked. Whether he took any Meafures to afeertain whether he had a p.ropir Cafe before him ? he 
laid, Noj he only judged from the Papers before the Court— Being afked. Whether he confidered 
Mr. Sayer to be a Man of Ability and Knowledge in his ProfelQon ? he faid, He recommended Mr. 
Sayer to the Company at a Man of Abilities in his ProfelFion, but thole Abilities were greatly im- 
paired in the latter Parc his Life— Being alked. Of what Age Mr. Say^r was at that 

Time? he faid. He Ihouldl fuppofe near Seventy — Being alked, ...Whether he thought that 
a Perfon who confidered it at difficult’ to perfuade the Nabob of Arcot, his Employer, 
“ That Men who would not receive his (the Nabob’s) Prefentt; had any ferious Intention to 
“ ferve him,” was' a fit Perfon to be employed by the Company, in a Situation in which all Dealing 
in Prelents was forbid by Law ? he faid, He begged Leave to decline anfwering that Quef- 
tion — Being alked, Whtither a Perfon “ who availed himfelf of the Difputcs which fubfifted, or 
“ were commencing, between the Firft LordoftheTreafury and the India Direflors^to enforce the 
“ Propriety of fupporting the Nabob,” was a fit Perfon to be confidentially employed in the higheft 
Station of the Company’s Service ? he faid. He begged Leave to decline anfwering that Q^eftion — 
Being alked, Whether Mr. Maepherfon’s Ailertions, “ that he was the Firft Perfon in England to 
** make any public Mention of the Guaranteement of the Nabob of Arcot by the Treaty or Paris,” 
rendered him a fit Perfon to be employed in the Company's Service ? he fa'd. He declined giving any 
Anfwer to that Queftion— Being alked. Whether he had read the 4th Article of Mr. Maepherfon’s 
Memorial to the Nabob of Arcot ? he faid. He does not recolIeA— Being alked, Whether he does not 
know that the Succeflion to the Nabob(bip of Arcot, and i'.s Dependencies, was confirmed to tlie 
cldeft Sen of the Nabob Mahomed Ali, by one of the Inftniments by which he held bis own Govern- 
ment, and that this Treaty was negociated by Lord Clive ? he faid. He thinks he does remember it— 
Being afked. Whether he does not^hink that the Company, and the Company’s Servants, had a Right 
CO interfere, in order to* fecurc that Succelfion according to the Tenor of the Treaty? he ftid. Yes, 
furely — Being aflted. Whether or not any Perfon propofing, and ftipulating at his own Expence, to 
bring about an A£l of Parliament, to make it a Crime in the Company’s Servants againft the Scale, 
CO interfere with the Government and Succelfionof Indian Princes in Treaty with the Company, uHa 
fit Perfon to be appointed of the Supreme Council of India ? he faid. He muft decline tq that 
3 Queftion 
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Qucftion— Being alked. Whither called upon Mr. Macpherfon for a Copy of a Propofai for the 
Purpofc abovementioned, which in his Memorial he ftates to have been accepted by the Secretary in 
order to be laid before Lord North and Mr. Dyfon ? he faid, He begged Leave to decline anfwerine 
that Queftion— -Being afked. Whether about the Time of Mr. Maepherfon’s Negociation in Enaland 
the Nabob of Arcot did not appear upon the Company’s Records to be in Arrear in his Payments td 
the Company; that he was greatly in Debt to Individuals, as well Englilh as Natives ; and that 
he was borrowing (as he aflerted) Money upon an exorbitant Ufury, in order td pay thofe Engliftf, 
theif Debts ? he laid. He could not from his Memory fpeak to thofe Points as to Dates, but he 
believes the Fafts as mentioned in the C^ieftion— Being alked, Whether any Agent of the Nabob 
of Arcot, odFering to lend to the Public a Sum of 700,000 and upwards, at 2 per Cenr. 
whilft he was in Debt to the Company, and borrowing Money at 20 per Cent, and upwards, and 
in a Place where the Coi||^ny could not borrow Money at Icfs than 8 per Cent, was not guilty 
of an Injury to the Company, and of aft Attempt to deceive His Majefty’s Minifters, to whom he 
offered this Sum of Money at that low Intereft ? he faid. He begg^ Leave to decline anfwering 
that Qucftion — Being- afked. Whether fuch Agent making an Alternative, in cafe the Propolal to 
thb P^lic fliould not be accepted, of lending the fame, or a greater Capital, to the Treafury, as 
a presided Pledge of his Fidelity and T ruft in the Britilh State, was not, in hh Opinion, a dangerous 
Attempt on the Conftitution of this Kingdom, and a Matter highly prejudicial to the Intereft of 
the Eaft India Companj|t He declined anfwering that Qiieftion; 

It being r.eprefented fl^r. Sulivan, that as Mr. Macpherfon iri his Memorial had declared that 
he had put Pamphlets into the Hands of His Majefty’s Minifters, in which it was propofed to raife 
the Nabob to the Mufnud of the Decan ; he #as alked. Whether it was not an Attempt to lead His 
Majefty’s Minifters into a Violatioh of the public Faith of this Kingdom j and whether it had not a 
Tendency to fpread Blood and Devaftation through a great Part of India? he faid, He muft decline 
anfwering that (^eftion— -Being alked. Whether he has not heard, or read upon the Records of the 
Company, that the Tranfaftion in India for the Purpofe of ufurping the Mufnud of the Dccan, has 
not been, cenfured by the Court of Diredors in the ftrongeft Terms as a dangerous and corrupt 
Trahfadion? he faid. He muft decline anfwering that Qucftion —Being afked. Whether he knows 
of any unjuft Debts claimed by the Company from the Nabob of Arcot for the Expence of the late 
War ? ho faid, He cannot fay he does — Being alked, Whcther#ie thinks that Mr. Macpherfon pre- 
tending to proclaim in certam Publications, Royal and Miniftcrial Determination of fupporting the 
Nabob, efpetially againft al^ unjuft Debts that might be brought againft him for the Expences of 
the late War, rendered him a fit^^erfon to be employed in the Supreme Government of the Com- 
pany’s Affairs ? he laid, He muft decline anfwering that Queftion — Being aOced, Whether a Perfort 
who publilhes certain pretended authoritative Letters to the Supervifors fent out for the Reformation 
of the Company’s Affairs, in Support of the Nabob, was a fit Perfon to be appointed in the higheft; 
Poft of Superintendency in India ? he faid. He begged Leave to dedine anfwering that Qucftion— 
Being afked. Whether a Perfon whofe Services are by hhnfelf ftated to be of that Nature, that he 
could only explain in Converfations with the Nabob, was a fit Perfon to be employed in the higheft 
Truft in the Company ’s^erv ice? he faid. He begged Leave to decline anfwering that Queftion — Being 
afked. Whether he docs not know that in confcquencc of thofe Negociations there did not arife the 
moft violent Diffenfions and' Difputes between the Minifters fent out by the Crown to India and the 
Servants of the Company refident there ? he faid, He could not give an Ahfwcr to that Qucftion— 
Being alked. Whether he has ever heard ^from the Chairman of the Company, that Mr. Macpherfon 
was recommended to an Appointment in the Supreme Council by any of His Majefty’s then 
Minifters, or thofe adting under them ? he faid, No— Being alked, On whofe Recommendation he 
was appointed ? he faid, By np ..particular Recommendation j he applied to the Diredtors indivi- 
dually. 
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factraik of Fort Saint Georj^ Military Confultations, aid January 1776* 

PRESENT, 

The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Gbvcrhori Prelideht, 

George Stratton, Robert Fletcher, 

^ George Dawfon, Henry Brooke, 

Claud Rullell, Alex' Dalrymple, 

John Max” Stone^ Arch'* Palmer, 

Francis Jourdan, George Mackay. 

T H E Right Honourable the Prefident acquaints the Board, that a Paper, unfought for and un- 
folicited, had been put into his Hand ; that there was no Signature affixed to it, but that it cort« 
tained Matter of fo dangerous a Tendency to the Inteitfts of the Company, that he has thought it 
expedient to lay it before them; 

Whereupon the Paper, as delivered in by the Prelident, is read as folio weth : 

A fhott Memorial of Services rendered to his Kighnefs the Nabob of the Carnatic, Waulaujau, See. 
Sec. whom he fent upon a fecret Commiffion to His Majefty’s Firft Minifter of State, 1767. 

The Objedt of this Commiffion was to procure Relief from the Oppreffions under which the Nabob 
was labouring, though in Alliance with Great Britain. It was neceflary the Comihiffion fliould be 
fccret, as well as the Powers to execute it confined, for fcvcral Reafons. 

To procure this wilbedifot Relief, the Means to be employed were, if poffible, to raife in the 
Bread of the Prime Minider a favourable Refpedt for the Nabob ( then to lay before him, libt in 
the Mode of diredt Complaint, of which he might avail himfclf againd the Company; the Didreft 
of the Prince •, likewife to ftiew the Advantage which would arife to the State, from granting him 
the proper Protedtion, and fupporting him in the Rights of his Alliance; 

id. Upon my Arrival at the Court of Britain, towards the End of the ear 1768, I found Two 
important Changes had happened in Adminidration : The Earl of Chatham had retired in fuch a 
Manner from Power, as convinced the mod intelligent upon thofc Subjcdls, that there was little 
Profpedk of his ever again pofieffing a Lead in Adminidration *, the Earl of Shelburne had been 
difmiffed, at the Indigation of the Duke of Grafton, from the Office of Secretary of State. 

Thefe Changes, however unexpedfed, did not difeourage my Relblution of fupporting the Cauie 
of the Nabob j whoever had the Favour of the Sovereign, it was my Bufinefs to intered him in the 
Support of my £mpioyer.->fiur, fortunately, the Favourite and Minider was a Perfonage of the fird 
Didindlion, of the nobled and mod deady Principles j every Confideration pointed out his Grace as 
the Member of the*Britiih Empire whofe Friendfliip and Support, n«*t to thofe of the Sovereign, 
were the mod defirable to the Caufe of the Nabob t but above all, the Confideration of his being at 
theHead of Affairs, rendered it neceflary to apply to the Duke of Grafton. 

1 accordingly obtained from my Patron and Friend, the Earl of Warwick, a Letter pf Intro- 
dudton to his Grace. With this Letter, which declared, from his Lordlbip’s intimate Knowledge of 
SauCoM. Rep. Ill, E me. 
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me, that a pcrfeft Dependancc might be made upon my Honour and Judgment, I waited upon his 
Grace, and firft prclcnced him with a general State of India, and a Plan by which the Concerns of 
that Country might be turned to the Public Advantage -. ajid which has J^nce^been p^^t^ad^^^^ 

* This Plan I drew out and pfelented, with a View of difeoverttrg hts GraceV SciitimcnM lietufc'I 
was explicit ; the Confequence was favourable. I fignified in fome Degree my Commillion} and 
on the 8th of December I received a Letter from his Grace to wait on hiii. 

It was unneceflary to adt with further Referve, his Grace Ipoke fo feelingly of the OjrprclTion 
under which the Princes of India laboured from the ufurped Authority ot the Commercial Subjefts 

of tlic State. ■' I r» r / 

I then expatiiled upontte fuperior Merits of the Nabob i flicwed that he was the Pcrlon to whvm 
'Britain owed the Rife of her Power in India, that his Attachment and unfullietf Honour <0 the 
I'.nolifh were unparalleled. I then dwelt upon the pcrfonal Merits as a Swtefman and Gentleman ; 
and° (hewed, that though he had AHurances of Protedlion under the Sovereign Hand, he was 
treated with Indignity, and even Tyranny. 

The Letters and Credential Prefents were then prefented j the Anfwer of the Duke of Grafton 
did Honour to the Minifter of the bed of Kings and fhc'firit of Nations. ^ 

ic 3ir| 

« It is my fincere Difpofuion that the Nabob (hould have every Support that is confident with 
“ the Power and Interells of the Crown to give ; I will gladly receive from you every Propolal upon 
“ that Subjeft, and warmly reprefent them to my ^vereigni and 1 dedre you to believe, that the 
“ Nabob’s intered runs no Rifque from my Want of Caution. If you write him, inform him of 
“ my Wilhes for his Profperity, and explain to him that I will not accept his Prefents, however 
“ oreat my Refpeid for him is ■, I will have no Return for the jud Regard 1 owe him as a Man, 
“ but my own Senfibility. It is from my Fidelity to my Mailer and Duty to my Country, that I 
“ will only (cfvc him as a Minidcr.” 

Overwhelmed with the Noblenefs of this Anfwer, I took up the Prefents, and offered them, in 
the Name of the Nabob, to his Grace’s Secretary, Mr. Bradfliaw: Upon which Mr. Bradfhaw faid, 


« Were’ it in my Power to (liew my Refpeid for the Prince you ferve with fuch aftcaionate Zeal. 
“ he Ihould have every Proof of it. You Icem to merit my Regard, but you 11 forfeit it if y9U 
“ inlid upon my dilgracing the Example of the Duke of Grafton. 

I cannot dcfcribc what I felt upon this Occafion } upon refiefling, I thought it vyouki be difficult 
to perfuade my Fmploytr, that Men, who would not receive his.Prclents, had any ferious Intentions 
to lerve him ; 1 likewitc apprehended, that being without any Proof of having infilled upon their 
being received, my Want of Perfuafion would be found fault with. Upon my making thefe Ob- 
jc£lions, the Secretary faid : 

“ From the Confidence the Nabob has placed in you, any Reprcferitation you are pleafed to 
“ make him, will convince him ( but we do not wilh him to judge of 1 hings from their Rcprclen- 
“ ration, but from their Event. If he will find his Caufc cfpoufed here, and the confequent Klfeas 
“ in his Situation, you will have Icfs Difficulty in perfuading him that the Minider can be his 
“ Friend without receiving his Pielaits.” This paffed at a fubfequent Interview, to which I was 
appointed, by a Letter from his Grace, on the aoth January 1769. 

ad. Having reprefented the Nabob’s Dillrcfs, and the Oppreffions under which he laboured, in 
the mod cautious Manner to his Grace, I availed inyfelf of the Difputes which fubfided, or were 
rather commencing, between his Grace, as Fird Lord of the Treafury, and the India Diredors, to 
enforce the Propriety of fupporting the Nabob. This Difpute was about the Territorial Acquifi- 
tions of the Company. His Grace was going to refer the Dccifion of this Quedion to Parliamen^ 
I feized the Opportunity •, but it is now unneceflary to be explicit upon this Subje^. The Nabo 
may inform himfelf of my Arguments, by looking to the Mcnaorial, N* 2. now in his Poflelfion. 
I can only upon this Head refer to the Alteration of the Minider, and Spirit of my Writings, 
which had always tliis ureful Tendency to the Nabob’s Intered, they (hewed that the firm Support 
of his Highnefs in the Rights of his Guaranteement by the Crown, was the bed Redraint wnten 
Government had upon the Ulurpations ol the Servants of a certain Company. . 

. The Nabob will likewife be pleafed to inform himfelf, whether there was ever any public Men- 
tion made of his Guaranteement, by Article nth of the Treaty of Paris, prior to my Applications 
for him in England-r-I remember none. 

ad. The cautious Manner jn which I prefented the Nabob’s Applications to the Duke of Grafton, 
in his Miniderial Character. My prefatory Addrefs to thofe Applications was in thefe Words : 


“ To his Grace, and &c. &c. &c. 

“ It is not folcly in your Charafter of Fird Minider of the Btitilh Empire, that your 
5 


Graa «* 

expeded 
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»i expected to receive thefe Applications in Favour of the Nabob ; they arc likewife addrefled to your 
“ Grace as the Perfonage whofc Rank, Greatnefs, and Liberality of Mind, render you the moli 
“ worthy of receiving the Addrels of Princes who arc allied^ to your Nation} as your Zeal and In 
„ fjocflce ih the Service of your Country, and Scnfibility of the Rights of Mankind, render your 
n Grace the moft capable of preterving thofe Alliances, to the mutual Advantage of the State 
ii and the Princes on whom they are beftowed.” 

From the Tenor of my Applications and Reprefentations of the Nabob’s Merits, I will venture 
to fay that I have obtained him the Friendlhip and Eftecm of his Grace } of this the Nabob I hope 

is not infcnfiblc. 

4th. The Steps I took, at my own propofed Expence, to bring about an Aft of Parliament, 
limitinK the Power of the Company’s Servants, and making it a Crime in them againft tlic State; 
to interfere with the Government and Succeflion of the India Princes in I’rcaty witli the Company, 
and my Endeavour to make this Aft particularly relative to the Nabob and his Poikrity. 

A Copy of my Propofal to this Purpofc, accepted by the Secretary, of my Correftion, that he 
mi®ht afterwards lay it before Lord North and Mr. Dyfon, is now in the Hands of the Nabob 
here : His Highnefs will fee that 1 ftipulatcd to be at the Expences bf the Aft, &c. out of my 
Pocket } the Utility of it he will 1 hope be fcnfible of. 

rth. The Manner in which I executed the Nabob’s firft and grand Injunftion to me, his Dcfirc 
of fending a Capital of Seventy Lacks of Rupees to the Public, at the low Intereft of Two per 
Cent. The Words of my Propofal upon this Subjeft to his Grace, as Firft Lord of His Majefty’s 
Treafury, as follows: 

“PROPOSAL. 

“ Thb Nabob* from his Knowledge of Security of the Britifh Funds, the precarious Tenure of 
» pecuniary Property in India, and his Defire of providing for his youngeft Chrldien, propofes to 
“ invert a Capital of 70 Lacks of Rupees, in any of the National Stocks of Britain, as the Minidef 
“ would direft himj the Money would Be reiiiitied to Europe in Three Annual Payments. On Rc- 
» ceipt of thefe Sums, Obligations drawn up, fo that the Nabob might be fecure his Property 
“ ihould be remitted to him.*’ 

“ If the foregoing Propofal Ihould not be agreeable, the Nabob would lend the fame or a greatet 
“ Capital to the Treafury, as a Pledge of his Fidelity towards and Trult in the Britifli State.’’ 

It is impolTible for me to exprefs the noble and refpeftable Idea which this confidential Propofal 
gave of the Nabob to the Minifter. 

My fubfequent and frequent Interviews with the Sectetary of the Treafury, Mr. Bradfliaw, as ap- 
pears by his Letters, which are in the Order of their Dates in 1769, May i6tl), D" 30th, June 
17th, July 7th, September 27th, D" 30th, Oftober 19th, November in 1770, January *3111, 
February 9ch, &c. &c. &c. Thefe Interviews were all to advance the Nabob’s Intereft : I cannot 
recapitulate the interefting Subjefts of them here j they might afford Subjeft for .1 Volunw •, they 
arc not now fo material, fince the Objeft fought in Confidence is obtained, His Majcfty has been 
plcafcd to grant the Support. 

Cth. My going to Sir John Lihdfay at his Hotifc in Bentinck-ftrecr, at the Time he was getting his 
■Secret Commifllon, and my recommending to him then, and there after by a Letter, in a warm 
Manner, to fupport the Nabob * my urging him to wait on the Duke ol Grafton, to get a more enlarged 
Commiffion. Sir John Lindfay’s Anfwer to me upon this Occafion was much in the Stile of a 
Gentleman and Minifter •, he faid, » He would difintercftcdly fupport the Nabob according to his 
" Powers from his Mafter } that his Commiffion came immediately through Lord 'Wcymouih the 
“ Secretary of State, and that he would wait on the Duke of Grafton out of Compliment due to th< 
“ Minifter.” 

This might be one Caufe why the Duke faid only to him, when he did wait, “ Take Care the Ser- 
vants of the Company do not make War to the Prejudice of the State and its Allies, for their own 
Emolument.”— Sir John will, 1 hope, atteft for me here, how 1 wanted him to be prek nt at the Ac- 
count I gave the Nabob of the Difcharge of my Commiffion > his Reafons were miiurtcrial for not 
being prefent. ■ ^ , 

To this I will add the Steps I took in London to procure the Nabob a Security againft the Saj cr- 
vifors, by endeavouring to find out Mr. Vanfittart’s Intention under his own Hand -, this 1 did in a 
Manner I cannot publicly explain *, Mr. Vanfutart’s Letter will Ihcw this, and the Ufe to which 1 
turned it for the Nabob. 

7th. The Friends I interefted in the Nabob’s Profperity (befides thoft of the Miniftry I addrc/fcd) 
and that without difcovcring to them my Commiffion.— Thofe Friends I interefted for the Nabob, 
for fear of a Change in Adminiftration \ the Chief of them is the Lari of Shelburne, whon\ I found 
very inquifitive in his Converfation about the Affairs of the Carnatic, as may appear by a Letter 
with which I was honoured by his Lordfhipi I wrote his Lordfhip over Land from the Malabar 
Coaft, after Receipts of my Charge from the Nabob but he was out of Miniftry upon my Arrival 
in'Engiand, and violently in Oppofition. I never afkcd whether he received my Letter, though I 

^ believe 
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believe he did, for he judged me to be in the Nabob's Intcreft. I could not explain any TTiihg j^jj 
Lordihip, but at his Requeft fent him the Pamphlets about the Nabob’s AFairt, efpeciaUy that 
where it was propofed to raife the Nabob to the Mufnud of the Dccan ; “ You fee« (faid his Lordihip ) 
how attentive I am to thefe Subjefts." “ I reqweft your Lordihip to continue fo,” was my Anfwer 
This paired when I took Leave. He fpoke well of the Nabob, and told me he bad prclcntcd the 
Hne Diamond Ring by Mr. Palk to His Majeily. 

The Earl of Warwick, Lord Grenville, &c. — the Friendlhip of the Earl of Warwick is fo difio. 
terefted, that he forbids any Return of Prefents to them : I might add many other refpcdable Names 
but Circumllanccs forbid. * 

8th. My Publications for a Year and a Half in Favour of the Nabob.— The Aim of thefe Publi- 
cations was to interelf not Miniilers and Dirc^ors alone in his Favour, but the whole Britifli K4. 
tion. Sec the Letters in the Public Advertifer, figned and the Letters dated from 

Arlington Street, where the Minilter lived. 

In thefe Publications I proclaimed the Royal and Miniderial Determination of fupporting the 
Nabob; efpecially againft any unjufr Debts that might be brought againft him for the Expences 
of the laft War. Let thofe Effays fpeak for thcmfclvcs *, but I will venture to aflert, that relative 
to the Expence of the War, I have rendered a fignal Service to the Nabob. 

But from all my Publications in Favour of the Nabob, 1 muft diftinguilh the Charafter and 
Print of him, which I publilhcd in Major Dowe’s Hifrory, Second Edition ; and the Article I got 
inferted'in the fame Hillory, vindicating the Nabob's Father, Anveruldeen Cawn^ from a Charge the 
HilVorian had fixed upon him, that of murdering his Predecelfor Abdalia. 

Copies of his Hiftory fo printed at a great Expcnce, were put in the Hands of tlic Miniftry, 
with what related to the Nabob in red Charaflers. 

The Caule of this Publication in Support of the Nabob's Honour, was a Sufpicion that his 
Enemies were whifpering againft his Fidelity to the Englilh, upon the Arrival of the Dutton (1769) 
Indiaman, from India in December ; which Event detained me Half a Year longer at the Court 
of London. It was upon this Occafion I addrcFed the authoritative Letter in Support of the 
Nabob to the Supervifors in the Public Advertifer, 

A very effcftual, though more general Service, that thofe Publications rendered, was, firft to the 
Nabob— The Reftraint they occafioned at the India Houfe, and the Lights they gave, the able, at- 
tentive Secretary, Mr. Wood, a Perfon of his Honour, will admit. 

9th. That I returned to India, endured a moft perilous Voyage, to render my Negociatioa 
effedual to the Nabob's Interefr, not to folicit Rewards and Expences, which 1 might have had 
better perhaps remitted to me in England. 

. Buj'abovc all, that I have fpent the greater Part of my Fortune, and Four Years of the moft 
intercI^'h^Petiod of my Life, in rendering thefe Services, and others, which 1 can only explain in 
Conv^l^tjbns to the Nabob. 

In Anfwer to this Memorial, thofe who attend folely to the Nabob’s immediate Convenience, will 
a(k, what Proofs have you brought of thofe Services ? 

This is a Queftion which the Nabob himfclf will be cautious of putting ; but the Anfwer would 
caufe no EmbarraFment. 

The Event of the Ncgociation, my Honour unforfeited, and in which the Truft and Confidence 
were put, in the Time of the Nabob’s Diftrefs ; the Letters under the Hands and Seals of the Duke 
of Grafton and the Secretary of the Treafury, attefting to that Honour ; other Letters from the 
Nabob’s Friends ; my Publications j the Particulars of this Memorial ; my Requeft at my Arrival 
here, that Hid Majefty’s Miniftcr Ihould be prefent at the Account I gave of my Ncgociation ; my 
ready and earneft Defire to give the Nabob, under my Hand and Seal, this Memorial of a fecret Nego- 
ciation,' without receiving the Expences I incurred, and the Rewards promifed for cFcAing the Bu- 
finefs I undertook. 

What other Proofs are wanted ? If there are any more wanted, they mull be obtained by Command 
of His Majefty to His Miniftry : The Ncgociation becomes then a Public one. I have in that 
Event the Happinefs to feel that I have done my. Duty as a Man of Honour and Fidelity to the Truft 
repofed in me by the Nabob, as a faithful Subject to His Majefty. 

The only Bonds I had for the Expences that I was to incur, and my propofed Services, were the 
Honour and Gratitude of the Nabob, which will never be forfeited to his moft faithful Servanr. 


At the Defire of the Prefident, Mr. Maepherfon is then called before the Board ; and upon being 
afleed. Whether or not he is the Author of it the fame being firft read to him, he replies, That it is 
** impoflible for him to give a prectfe Anfwer to that ^eftion, the Paper being neither wrote in 
*' his Hand, nor figned % him j nor does the Prefident iifrorm him that he has received it from kny' 
*' Authority it is a Pa^r of confiderable Length, and refers to Tranfaftions previous to his being 
in the Company’s Scrvicc. 5 ^ 

Mr. Maepherfon is then ordered to withdraw. 

9 ; Copy 
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Copy of Foit §aint Geor^ Military Confuiu'tibn, iic i^d janoary 177^. 



P' R E S fe N T, 


The Right honourable Lol'd 
George Stratton,' 

George Dawfon, 
CUudRuflell, 

John Max" Stone; 

Francis Jourdah; 


Pigot, Governor, Prelident, 
Sir Robert Fletcher; 
Henry Brooke, 

Alex' Dalrymple; 

Archd'* Palmer, 

George Mackay; 


The Minutes pf laili Confultation read. 

The Right honourable the Prcfidcnt having given Tirtic to cbhfidcr the Subjcfl: of what paffcd iti 
Yeftcrday’s Confultation, at which Mr. Macpherfon, when fent for before the Board, and alked, “ If 
Be was the Author of the Memorial then read tO him,” in an cvafive Manner replied, that “ He 
could not give a prccife AnBverj that it was hot ^ittth \n his Hand, not fjptd by bim\ and! 
that it referred to .TranfadUons bejfort he was in the Company’s Service,” the rrcfident obfcrves 
to the Board, that, a Perfon holding fuch Principles, and being concerned in fuch Tfanfadlions; 
who at. the fame Time fliould apply to be appointed into the Service of that Community whom 
he was endeavouring to deftroy, was, indead of an Extenuation, the higheft Aggravation and tha 
Mr. Macpherfon’s Reply is a clear Proof, not only that he is the Author, but he dill holds the 
fame Principles, unfaithful to the Company, and ruinous to their Intered, and is therefore a very 
improper Perfon to remain in their Service ; On which Account he drongly recommends to the 
Board, “ that John Macpherfon be difmidcd from the Company's Service which Inlfance of con* 
dign Punidiment, he has great Reafon to think, will tend very much to bring the Affairs of the 
Company to Order. 

Carried in the Affirmative by a Majority of the Board, Nine to Two', 


Meffrs. Stratton, Brooke, Joordan, ^nd Mackay, deliver in the fcdlowin^ Mir/u'tcs. 

We adetit to the Motion of the Right honourable Prelident. We own We are fatisfied that 
Mr. Macpherfon is the Ailthor of the Paper which was delivered at the Board by the Prcfident, and 
read to Mr. Macpherfon. Becaufe we think a Man of the intriguing Difpodtion which that Paper 
ffiews Mr. Macpherfon to be, is very undt to be employed as a Servant of the Company ; but 
more efpecially, becaufe we believe Mr. Macpherfon has been concerned in the Intrigues, which the 
greater Part of the Board mud be fendbl’e have lately been carried on at the Nabob’s Durbar, td 
the Detriment of the Company’s Service, and which' may have impeded the Execution of their 
late Orders. 

We think, that the peculiar Circumdances of the Cafe, and the prefent critical Situation of Affairs, 
not only render fuch an Example neceffary, butjudify the Manner of doing it. Ncverthelcfs, we 
are fully and clearly of Opinion, that in general, when a Charge may be made againd any Ser. 
vant of the Company, the Mode preferibed in the 20th Article of their printed Regulations toj 
Bengal, bearing Date ought to be drhflly adhered to i nor ever deviated 

from, but when fonie particular Emergency may require an immediate Example. 

Geo. Stratton, 

Henry Brooke, 

Francis Jourdan, 

Geo. Mackay. 


Mr. Stratton fubfcrlbes to every Part of the foregoing Minute, except referring to the aoth' 
Paragraph of the printed Indruidions 1 for he does not look ob them as any ways binding in us v not- 
withdanding which, he is of Opinion that in Cafes where a Charge is wanted to be proved, a 
fufficientTime Ihould be given to the Party to make, his Defence — In the Cafe of Mr. Macpherfon 
this docs not appear to Mr. Stratton any ways n<iceffary j for had not Mr. Macpherfon bcin the 
Author of the Paper, he was at full Liberty to fay fo when called upon y but as his AnfWer implicb 
that he was the Author, Mr. Stratton thereffire gave bis Affent to the Reiblutiort taken by the May 
jority of the Board. 

Geo. Stratton. 


General Sir Robert Fletcher defircs that his Optnioin inay bfe entertd ai follbweth r 

Sir Robert Fletcher cannot confent to the Difmiffion of Mr. Macpherfon j beCaufc be thinlct^ 
the Cafe of Mr. Macpherfon Coities within the 20th Article of the Company'i Inftruftions 1 a Mode 
•f Proceeding which the Board has not obferved. 

Rob' Fletcher. 

•Sll.Co«. Rxp.lil^ 
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Mr, Palmer dilTents from the Refolution of the Majority. 

Although Mr. Palmer thinks Mr. Macpherfon's Conduft delerviti^ of Cenfure, yet he cannot 
but diflfent from the Opinion of the Board in diTmifling him the Service t is fo great a' Space of 
Tiaie has elapfed fince the Time of the TranfaAions of Complaint againft him » and that at the 
Time the Circumftance did happen, Mr. Macpherfon was not a Servant of the Company. 

Archdale Palmer. 


The following Letter being wrote and approved, the Secretary is ordered to fend it to Mr. Mac* 
pherfon. 


To Mr. John Macpherfon. 

Sir, 

•I am commanded by the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council to ieqaaint you, that they 
have thought proper to difmils you from the Service of the £aft India Company t and you are hetieby 
^ difmilTed accordingly. 

Dated in Fort Saint George, the aad January 1776. 

By Order of the Preudent and Council, 

R\ Sulivan, 

Secretary. 
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Extraft of Pbit Saint George MfHtary Confultations, 5th February 1776. 
PRESENT, as.bcfott 


AD 


the Mowing Letter from Mr. Macpherfon ; 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, Chbultry Plain, ift February 1 7^6. 

1 have received a Letter from Mr. Secretary Sulivan, dated the ajd of January, in which he in*, 
forms me that you have been pleafed to difmifs me from the Service, of the Honourable 
Company. 

That a Punilhment the fevereft you could infli^l, and fo deeply injurious to my Honour and 
Intereft, fliould precede any Advertifement given me of a Delinquency, cannot but afifcft mi 
with Aftoniftiment and Concern. 

From the Commencement of my Service to the Company, this Governmcnf'has, till now, diftin- 
guilhcd me with Favour, and was often pleafed to honour me with Marks of the greateft Con- 
Bdence. I had every Rcalbn to expert a Continuance of the fame Favour under the Adminiftration 
of the noble Perfon now at the Head of the Government, whofe CharaAer I had long refpedfed and 
admired. 

ConBderations of Gratitude and Obedien^ founded upon ctwfe Circumftances, have induced nfe 
for feme Days to fubmit filently to my Difmiffion. I thought the Board, if even difregardful of ihy 
Situation, would, in Jufeicc to themfelves and their Superiors, have ordered me a Copy of their Fro^ 
ceedings againd me. I now find that any longer Silence may be prejudicial to me. 1 confider that 
my Defence, which, in Juflice and Propriety, ought to accompany die Account of my DifmifBoo, 
may be frulfeated for the prefetn, by the fpeedy Departure of Ship now under Di^atch for 
Europe. r' 

It cannot fuwrly be difpfeafing to the Honourable Board that 1 fliould claim the Privilege of a De- 
fence, though in that Defence mull be involved a Complaint of my having been dirmifled without a 
Hearing. 

Every Engliflimais 1 hope, believes that a Liberty of Offence and juftifleation to the Accufed, is an 
fflablilhed Right under every regular Government, and entirely confonant to the ’Principles of no' 
tural Juftice and the oommort Lav of England. The Company, far from precluding thdf Servant 
from this Right, have lately and exprefsTy eflabliihed it to them upon the firmefe Balls, 
printed Inllruflions founded upon an Aft of Parliament. ^ 

Though you have thought proper to cut me off from every Privilege belonging to a CompMy’r 
Servant, by the Aft wliich you h.'tvc been pleafed to enforce againil. ea*^ I have ilUl the Happinft^ 

3 , , ■ 
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to believe, that you have no Intention to deprive me of future Redrefs. Confcious of Integrity and 
Fidelity in all my Anions, either «s a Subjcdttf His Majcay or a Servant of the Gompanyr 1 pi re 
your Rcfolutiod'of DHiniffion entirely to the A^ounfof Miffeprcfentation ot Mifuhderftanding h 
is therefore nny moft ardent Wilh to purfue a Line of Vindication worthy of the Charaiflcr 1 pr. fels- 
open, candid, and liberal. I am not deftitute of Perfonal Friends in England : I might even clai il 
the Honour of ranking among them Names of Weight in the Company and Luftre in the 
It is, at the fame Time, my Intention not to drop in private Reprefentation a finale Suggeftxm 
which 1 vrould not wHh reboi'ded upon your Conlultatioris. I tk^re to o#e nothing to Favour, 
but to Hand acquitted or condemned upon the Grounds of the Proceedings againft me. 

In order therefore' that I i*ay o^nly avail mvAsIf of the Couffe of Juitice to the Tribunal of the 
Honourable the Court of Difedofs, I take tne Liberty to requeft that the Board would iriTorm 
me by Lewer, whether any Accufation has been preferred againft me ? and if fo, what the Nature 
of that AccufiuSon is, and who is my Atcufer Mf informed in the Manner I requeft upon thefc 
SUfcjefts, andi Upon being furniflted with a Copy of the Prbceedings againft me, I will do myltlf 
the Plorfiwe of tranftaitting, through the fioaftli my Vindication and^ence for thCir Remarks, and 
for the Jodgnftent of the Honourable CoiApany.: - 

i have the HodoU# to be; 

My Lordi Md GcRtlemeni 

with very great Refpeft, 

Your moft obediCntj 

nhd'mofthohiMe Servant, 

John Maepherfoti. 

Ordered, That Mr. Maepherfon be furnilhed with a Copy df the Ihuc^ings againft him. 
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Cafe tsfpofHag Mr. MaepherWs Di((niiQon,'pd Mr,jSayeif| Op'ibion thereupon. 


P LEASE to fee the Paper herewith, intituled, ** Extracts of Minutes of Confultation, reladvd 
“ to the Difmiflton of Mr. John Maepherfon.” 

AKb his Letter to the Court of Pireflors. 

Allb fde the Aft of Parlianjpnt of y th Geo. HI. Ciap. 64. refpcfting the Modi of rcftbring Ser- 
vant! of the Company Who arc difmiiro for Mifbehaviour. , , 

It appears that Mr. Macphei'fon w 4 s not taken into the Compafty’'8 Service till 9th Oftober 1769, 
when he was appointed a Writer i and on the 30th of that Month he entered into the ufual Cove- 
nants with the Cottony, engaging to ferve them for Five Years from the Time of Ms Arrival a'c 
Fort Saint George. 


Your Opinion is dl^red. Whether, if the Company lhall fee it proper to reftore Mr. Maepherfon 
to the Compa^ny'! Service, it may be done by the Majority of the Court of Direaors, or 
whether it will require a Vote of Three-fourths of the Direftors and Three-fourths of the 
Proprietors, in the Mode preferibed by the Aft of Parliament I 


I have read £xtrafts of Minutes. of Cohfultations, relative to the bHmil&on of Mr. John Maephet- 
fon*, idfo his.Lettcr to, theCoUrt of bireftors. 

I thiqk Mr. Maepherfon was informally difittiffcd the Company "s Service, and I do not think he 
can be reftdred without the Votes of Thtee-fourths of the Direftors and Three- fourths of the Pro- 
pietorj, under the Aft of the t3tb of ( 5 corge the Third ; And it is worth while confidcring, if Mr. 
Maepherfob ilhotild be reftOitd, Miether he is a probet Pcrlbn to be continued in the Company'* 
Service. He has in my C^qipn, too much Connefttoh with the Nabob of Arcot i and when the 
Company^ fnterd^ and Habob^* areoppofite, as they will often haj^p, they will greatly difturba 
Man of Honour add IiUiegrity, 

' . C. Sayer. 

I itb February 1777. 


APPENDIX, 



appendix, N'>4. 


COPY. , 

Mn Wedderburne^s Opinion on Mr. Macpherfon*s DifnaiOion. 

M r. Macpherfon is ftill in the Company’s Service : The Aft of the Governor and Council, on 
the 23d of January 1770, ought to be of no Effcft, for they have exceeded their Authority 
in proceeding againft Mr. Macpherfon without a Charge in Writing delivered to him, and Time 
given to make his Defence to it. The Inftruftions of the Company, in this Refpeft, requite no 
more than Reafon and Juftice demand in all Cafes of Cenfure i it is fingular, and but for this In. 
ftance, one ihould have thought it unnecelfary to cftablifh fo obvious a Principle, as a Matter of 
pofitive Regulation { but fortunately the Regulation exifts in this Cafe, and it renders the Aft of 
the Governor and Council not only reverfiblc, becaufe of the Injuilice committed, but void for 
want of Authority. The Power to difmifs, in the Manner they have done, is not committed to 
them i and Mr. Maepherfon’s Cafe requires only a Signification of the Difpleafure of the Direftors 
at fo plain a Breach of the Company’s Orders, and Direftion to reftore to him the Emoluments of 
his Station, of which he may have been deprived by the irregular Attempt to difmifs him. 

(Signed) Al. Wedderburn. 

7th March 1777. 

Received from the Chairman, ad July 1777. 

See Par. in Fort Lre. of the 4th Do. 
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Extraft of a Treaty of perpetual priendihip and Alliancd, made at Fort Saint George the 23d Day of 
February, in the Year 1768, between theEaft India Company and the Nabob of Arcot of the 
one Part, and the Great Nabob, Soubah of the Decan, of the other Part. 

Article 7. ^HE exalted and illuftrious Emperor Shaw Allum, having been plealed, out of his great 
Favour and high Efteem for the Nabob Wallau Jau, to give and grant to him and 
his eldeft Son Mcycn U1 Muick OmdetuI Omrah, and their Heirs for ever, the Government of the 
Carnatic Payen Gaut, and the Countries dependent thereon, by his Royal Firmaund, bearing Date the 
26th of Augiift 1765, or the 27th of the Moon Zbphur, in the 6th Year of th^aid Emperor’s Reign *, 
and the Nabob Aufuph Jau Nizam ul Muick, &c. having alfo, out of his Aflfeftion and Regard for 
the faid Nabob Wallau JaU, releafed him, his Son Meycn Ul Muick, &c. and their Heirs in Suc- 
cefllon for ever, from all Dependence on the Decan, and given him a full Difcharge of all Demands 
pad, prefent, and to come, in the faid Carnatic Payen Gaut, by a Sunnud under his Hand and Seal, 
dated the tath of November 1766, in Confideration of the faid Nabob Wallau Jau having paid the 
Soubah Five Lacks of Rupees, it is now agreed and acknowledged by (he faid Aufuph Jau Niz^ 
Ul Muick, that the faid Nabob Wallau Jau, and after him his Son Meycn Ul Muick* and their 
Heirs in Succeflion, (hall enjoy for ever, as an Ultumgau or Free Gift, the Government of tjic Car- 
natic Payen Gaut in the fulled and ampled Manner} the faid Nabob Aufuph Jau promifing and 
engaging not to hold or keep up any Kind of Cofrefpondence with any Perfon or Perfohs in the faid 
Carnatic Payen Gaut, or in the Circars before and now ceded to the Englilh Company, except the 
faid Nabob, Wallau Jau, or the faid Englifh Company, by the Means of their Prefident and Council 
of Madras -, who on their Part, in Cohjunftion with the (aid Nabob Wallau Jau, engage likewife not to 
hold or maintain any Correfpondepec with any Perfon or Perfons in the Decan, except the Nabob 
Aufuph Jau, his Dewan, and the Securities whofe Names arc hereunto fubferibed. 

Articles. The Nabob Aufuph Jau, out of his great Regard and Afieftion, and from other Con- 
fideratiunt, having been placed to grant and confer on the Nabob Wallau Jau, and his eldci Son, 
Mcyen Ul Muick OmdetuI Omrah, feveral Saneds, viz. 


An 
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An Ultumgau Saned, for the Whole of the Carnatic. 

An Ultumgau Saned* for the Whole of the Purgunnah of Imungundela, with the Gudila of 
Ghunpooira. 

An Ulbmgau Saned, for the Whole of the Villages of Cathafera, &c. 

An Ultumgau Saned, for the Kiiledary of the Fort of Colaur. 

An Ultumgau Saned for the Whole of the Diftrift of Sonedaupe •, and a full and ample 
Saned, tontainihg a Difcharge for all Demands, paft, prefeuc, and future, on account of the 
Carnatic, &c. 

It is hereby agreed. That all and every one of thefe Saneds (hall be regarded equally bind- 
ing with any other Article of the Treaty, and be as duly obferved by the Nabob Aufuph jau, 
as if entered here at full Length. 


APPENDIX, N-’d. 


Extrafts of the Minutes of the Court of Directors, refpefting Mr. Maepherfon’s Appointment to 

the Supreme Council. 

Trtday the 24th November 1780. 

I T being moved. 

That this Cduft do enquire into the Conduft of the Company’s Servants in Bengal, 
previous to the 14th of December next, the Day fixed for the Appointment of a Mem- 
ber of the Supreme Council at that Prefidcncy } 

Refolvcd, That the Confideration of the faid Motion be poftponed till- Tuefday next the 28th 
Infiant, 


I'uefday the 28th November ijScf, 

The Court, according to their Order of the 24th Inftant, taking into Confideration the following 
Motion then made t viz. 

“ That this Court do enquire into the Conduft of the Company’s Servants in Bengal, 
“ previous to the 14th December next, the Day fixed for the Appointment of a Member 
“ of the Supreme Council at that Prefidcncy 
It was moved, and on the Quefiion 

Refolvcd, That the further Confideration of the faid Motion be poftponed until the Appointment 
of a Governor of Malras is made by this Court. 


Friday 15th Uecember 1780. 

The Order of Court of the 28th ultimo, for the Court’s proceeding to fill up the Vacancy in the 
Supreme Council in Bengal, was read : Allb, 

The following Motion, made the 24tb^ and deferred till the 28th ultimo ; viz. 

“ That this Court do enquire into the Conduct of the Company’s Servants in Bcn- 
“ gal, previous to the 14th December next, the Day fixed for the Appointment of a Mem- 
“ ber of the Supreme Council at that Prefidcncy.” 

And the Refolution for deferring the Confideration of the faid Motion until the Appointment of 
a Governor of Madras is made by this Court,- being likcwife read. 

The following Motion was made t 

** The Appointment of a Governor of Madras having pafled the Court ; Rcfolved, That 
“ this Court do proceed to an Enquiry into the Conduft of the Company’s Servants in 
“ Bengal, previous to the Appointment of a Member of the Supreme Council there.” 

And the ^uelnon on the faid Motion being put } 

It palTed in the Affirmative. 


Sel. Com, ReI*. III. 


G 


It 
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tt w.as moved, and 

Refolvcd, 'I'hat this Court do proceed to appoint a Member of the Council General in Bengal on 
XVednefday the 3d January next. 


At a Court of Diredors, held on Wednefday the 3d January lySr. 

The Court, according to their Order of the 15th ultimo, proceeding to appoint a Member of the 
Council Ciencral in Bengal j 

And the I'everal Requefts of 

George Vanfittart, Efquire, and 
John Maepherfon, Efquire, 

to be appointed a Member of the faid Council, being re.ad : 

It was moved. 

To pollpone the Confideration of the Appointment of a Member of the Council General 
in Bengal, until the Condudt of the Servants in that Prefidency has been fully inveftigated. 

And tlie Queftion on the faid Motion being put by the Ballot i 

It pafll'd in the Negative. 

'I'he following Papers were then read : 

Fort Saint George Confultations, aad January lyyS- 

September Letter from D% — 14th February 1776, Pa. 22, 24. 

Letter to D' — — 4th July 1777, Pa. 56. ^ 

A Paper, purporting to be Copy of the Opinion of the Solicitor General, and the Opinion of 
Mr. Sayer refpefting Mr. Maepherfon. 

The I ith Article of Inftrudlions to the Commiflaoners, dated the 15th September 1769. 

It was then moved, That George Vanfittart, Efquire, be nominated and appointed a Member of 
the Council General in Bengal. 

And the Qiieftion on the fame being put by the Ballot j 

It pafled in the Negative. 

A Motion was then made. That Philip Milner Dacrcs, Efquire, be nominated and appointed 
a Member of the Council General in Bengal. 

And the Queftion on the fame being put by the Ballot; 

It alfo paired in the Negative. 

It was tlien, on a Motion, 

Refolved, by the Ballot, That this Court do nominate and appoint John Maepherfon, Efquire, to 
fuccced to the Olficc in the Council of Fort William, in Bengal, eftabliflicd by the A<ft of the 
13th Year of His prefent Majefty, and continued by the Two A6ls of Parliament of the 19th and 
20th Years of His faid Majefty, vacant by the Refignation of Richard Barwell, Efquire, if fuch 
Nomination fliall be approved by His Majefty. ’ 

Refolved, That a Memorial and Petition be prefented to His Majefty, praying. That His Ma- 
jefty will be pleafed to fignify His Confenr, under Elis Majefty's Sign Manual, as is by the faid 
A6t required, that John Maepherfon, Efquire, may be appointed to fuccecd to the Office vacant 
in the laid Council by the Refignation of Richard Barwell, Efquire. 


Thurfday the 4th January 1781. ^ 

An Inftrumcnt nominating and appointing John Maepherfon, Elquire, to be one of the Council 
General at Fort William, in the Vacancy occafioned by the Refignation of Richard Barwell, Efquire, 
was read, and approved. 


Friday 5th January 1781. 

Petition to His Majefty, praying his Royal Approbation of the Nomination and Appointment of 
John Maepherfon, Efquire, to be one of the Council General in Bengal, and 

The Inftrumcnt, nominating and appointing Mr. Maepherfon to the faid Council, were figned. 

Wednefday loth January 1781. 

His Majefty’s Approbation of the Court’s Nomination and Appointment of j[ohn Maepherfon, 
Efquire, to be one of the Council in Bengal in the room of Richard Barwell, Efquic, was laid before 
the Court. 

John Manftiip, Efquire, now delivered in the following Diflent ; viz. 

« To 
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To the Honourable Court of Direftors of the United Eaft India Company. 


Gentlemen, 

•I Whenever I have the Misfortune to differ with anv Refolutions of this Court, I find myfelf 
very fenfibly mortified j but the Duty I owe my Confticucnts, obliges me, upon every important 
Occafion, to leave upon Record my Realbns for fuch Difference of Opinion ; I therefore mult 
defire Pcrmiffion to enter this as my Protefl againft the Two Appointments made on the 3 d Inllant. 
._That which refpeds Mr. Maepherfon’s Succeflion to the Olficc in the Council at Bengal, now 

vacant, I difapprove of, . , . , . 

Bccaufc there arc many Gentlemen of much fuperior Rank in the Service upon that Eftablifh- 
ment, and in my Opinion equally capable and meritorious, therefore ought to have had the 
Preference j for this Reafon I was for poftponing that Appointment, till the Condudf, now under 
Confideration, of the Servants, had been fully inveftigated. 

«• Bccaule, by the Opinion of Charles Saycr, tTquire, our late worthy Counfel, taken the nth 
February I777> he docs not hefitate to lay, that in the Predicament this Gentleman Hands, he 
cannot be appointed without Three-fourths of the Diredors, and the fame Number of the Pro- 
prictors, under the Ad of the i 3 tb George the Third. 

^ “I remain, with much Deference and Efteem, 

“ Your very obedient humble Servant, 


“ Queen Square, 

“ loth January 1781.’* 


‘‘ John Manfliip.” 
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FROM THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE, &c. 


{ 


'the Seleft Committee appointed to take into Conlidcration the State of the Adminiftration 
of Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and to report tlie fame, 
with their Obfervations thereupon, to the Houfe ; and who were inftrucled to confi- 
der how the Britilh Pofleflions in the Eaft Indies may be held and governed with the 
greateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what Means the Happinefs 
of the Native Inhabitants may be beft promoted ; 


H aving, fmee their former Report, received the following Papers from the Eaft India 
Houie, and as the laft Ships of this Year are now under Dil'patch for India, they think it 
neceffary to lay the fame immediately before the Houfe. 


Extraft of Bengal Public Confuitations, the yth July 1781. 

PRESENT; 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt, 

and 

Edward Wheler, Efquire. 

Lieut. General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service at Fort 
St. George. 

The Governor General delivers in the following Minute : 

Governor General. 

Our Seizure of the Dutch Settlement at Chinfura has brought under the Power of this Go- 
vernment a great Body of People, who arc at prefent not amenable to any Civil Tribunal, the Au- 
thority of their former Magiftrates having been annihilated by the Conqueft ; and among thefe is a 
very conGderable Number of European Foreigners, of different Nations, who do not fall within 
the Defeription of Perfons fubjeft to the Jurifdiftion of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and who 

cannot, 
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cannot, without manifcft Inconvenience, be rendered amenable to the ordinary Courts of Dewanny 
Adaulut, or to the Foujedarry Courts. 

Natural Juftice, and the Honour of theEnglifli Nation, always remarkable for the Mildnefs of 
its Conquclls, and the Equity of its Government, feem to require, that for the Eafe and Sec^y of 
thefc People, and particularly of the Europeans, a Judge be appointed to diftributc Ju*e at 
Chinfura, with as little Deviation from thofc Modes to which the Inhabitants have been ac- 
cuftomed, as their prelcnt Circumftances and the Public Welfare will permit. 

The Dignity, and perhaps the Safety of Government, demand that he be not one of the People 
newly lubdued, but a Britilh Subjeft } and for the Ealc and Satisfaction of the Stntors in his Court, 
it is neceflary that he have more Knowledge of Jurifprudence, both Englilh and Foreign, than any 
Gentleman who is not by Profeffion a Lawyer can be expeCted to po 0 efs. 

I’hc Want of foch a judicial Magiftrate at the French Settlement of -Chandernagore, hath not 
been fo much felt as it would be in the more populous and thriving Town of Chinfura : The fame 
Inconvenience however fubfifts, though fewer Perfons are affeCled by it ; and as the French and 
Dutch DiltriCfs are adjacent to each other, it feems to be expedient that they Ihould be united in 
their Subjeftibn to fuch a Judicature when it (hall be conftituted. 

It is therefore ptopofed. That a Court of Civil and Criminal Juftice be eftablilhed at Chinfura, 
which ftiall be called “ The Court of Juftice at Chinfura,” and (hall have Jurifdiftion over that Town 
and Settlement, and the whole Diftrift or Territory thereunto belonging, and alfo over the Town, 
Settlement, and DillriCl: of Chandcrnagorc : That the Criminal JurifdiClion thereof within the Dif- 
trift of Chinfura, do extend to fuch Crimes there committed, and fuch only as heretofore fell un- 
der the Cognizance of the Direftor, or of the Fifcal, or of fame other Dutch Magiftrate of that 
Place : That the Civil Jurifdidlion within the fame Diftrift, do extend to all Caufes over which 
any Court heretofore held by the Dutch Dircftor and Council, or by any one of them, or by 
any other Magiftrate there, had Power to decide : And that in like Manner the Civil and Crimi- 
nal Jurifdiiftion, to be cxercifcd by the faid Court over Offences committed within the Diftrict of 
Chandernagore, or over Perfons living in the faid Diftriift, or otherwife amenable as belonging 
iliercto, fball be limited by the Civil and Criminal Powers heretofore exercifed by the rcfpec- 
tive Civil and Criminal Magiftrates under the French Government. 

It is further propofed, That in this Court a Angle Judge fhall prefide and diftributc Juftice, who 
ftiall be ftiled “ Prefident of the Court of Juftice at Chinfura.” 

It might not be proper to declare, that Perfons holding Offices under the Company, in Chinfura or 
Chandernagore, fhall be liable to be fued in the Court of Juftice at Chinfura, becaufe their proper 
Tribunal is the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta j but it is conceived to be for the Good 
of the Inhabitants, and it is therefore propofed. That if Complaint be made, by any Perfon whatfo- 
ever, to the Prefident of the faid Court of Juftice at Chinfura, againft any of the Commiflarics ap- 
pointed by this Board, or againft any other Civil Officer a^ing under this Government, in the Dif- 
tri<ft of Chinfura or in that of Chandernagore, for any Mifbehaviour in the Exercife of his Office, 
or for any Caufc whatfoever arifing within cither of the faid Diftrids, the faid Prefident may, if he 
ftiall think fir, receive and hear the faid Complaint, and alfo the Evidence offered in Support there- 
of, and may, in his Difcrction, cither difmifs the fame or make a Report thereon to this Board; 
provided always, that he ftiall make no fuch Report without firft fummoning the Party complained 
againft to anfwcr to the Charge, and giving him fuch an Opportunity to defend himfclf, if be 
choofes to make any Defence, as Juftice ftiall require. 

Laftly, It is propofed that Sir Robert Chambers be defired to accept the faid Office of Prefident 
of the Court of Juftice at Chinfura; and that, on his Acceptance, he be immediately appointed 
thereto. I am aware that further Regulations will be neceftary concerning the Conftitution of this 
Court, and the Mode of Proceeding ; but in the framing of thefe the Board will probably defire 
the Opinion and Afliftance of the Judge after his Appointment. 

Agreed, That the foregoing be confidered as Refolutions of the Board, and tranfmitted to the 
Commifiuries for their Information and Guidance; and that a Salary of 3,000 Sicca Rupees per 
Month be annexed to the Office of Prefident of the Court of Judicature at Chinfura, to be paid by 
the Commifiaries. 


Extradl of Bengal Public Confultations, the 20th July 1781. 

PRESENT; 

Edward Whelcr, Efquire. 

The Honourable the Governor General abfent on a Vifit to 
the Northern Provinces, 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service at 
Fort Saint George. 

Read the following Letter from Sir Robert Chambers : 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, , 

I think myfclf very highly honoured by your obliging Offer, communicated to me by your 
10 Secretary, 
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Secretary, of the Office of Pfefident of the Court of Juftice at Chinfura i an Office which, as it is 
now conftituted by the Kefolution of your Honourable Board, requires not only a Knowledge of 
Englifil Jurifpfudence, and of the Manners and CuflomS of the Natives of Bengal, but alfo fome 

4 cqUaintance with the Civil Law, as received by the Dutch and French, and with the municipal 
Ws of thofe Nations. 

It would iH become me to decline an Employment of Importance to the Public, for which you 
have been pleated to deem me qualified, and which is properly connefted with my Profeffion : I 
therefore acc^t, with Thanks, the Ofilie of Prefident of the Court of Juftice at Chinfura, with 
ehe Powers amexed to it by your Refblution of the yth Inftant, and fubjeft to fucli Alterations as 
you may hereafter think fit to make therein. Whatever may be my own Defeds, or the Difficulties 
of my Station, I fhall endeavour to fupply thofe Defefts, and furmount thofe Difficulties, by Dili- 
gence, Attention, and Fidelity j not doubting that I fhall thereby give Satisfaftion to thofe among 
whom I am to diftribute Juftice, and be honoured with your Approbation. 

I fhall take Care fo to adjuft the Forms of Proceeding in the Court which I am to hold, and the 
Times of holding it, that the Purpofes of the Eftablilhmcnt may be fully anfwered, without any 
Encroachment on the Terms, or other Seafons of Bufinefs, In the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort WillUm. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Robert Chambers. 

9th July 1781. 


Mr. Whcler delivei** in the following Minute i 

Sir Robert Chambers having agreed to accept the Office of Prefident of the Court of Juftice at 
Chinfura, as conftituted by the Board on the 7th Inftant, he is appointed to and confirmed in the 
faid Office •, and it is hereby declared, that his Appointment fhall be confidcred as having taken 
place from that Date. 

To prevent any Doubt that might arife concerning the Powers conferred on the faid Prefident by the 
Refolution of this Board on the 7th Inftant, it is hereby declared and refolved, That bcfidc the Authority 
and fuperintending Power over the Civil Officers of this Government in the Diftnds of Chinfura and 
Chandernagore, given to the faid Prefident by the faid Refolution, he fhall and may exercife over the 
Town, Settlement, and Diftrid of Chinfura, and all the Inhabitants thereof, all fuch Powers and 
Authorities refpeding the Adminiftration of Juftice, or the Police and good Order of the faid Sef. 
tiement. ao wpiw heretofore cnioycd or eyerrifed by the Dircdor and Council, or any of them, or by 
the Fifcal, or any other Magiftrate under the Dutch Government •, that he fhall and may otercilc over 
the Town, Settlement, and Diftrid of Chandernagore, and the Inhabitants thereof, all fucli Powers 
and Authorities refpeding the Adminiftration of Juftice, or the Police and good Order of the faid 
Settlement, as were heretofore excrcifcd or cnj^cd by the French Commandant or Governor, or 
any other Magiftrate appointed by or Under the French Government ; and that every European and 
reputed European, not being a Britifh Subjed, or otherwife fubjeded to the Jurifdidion of the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, who fhall be refident at any Place within 
thefe Pmvinces, other than in Calcutta, or in fbme of the Padories fubordlnate thereto, and who 
would, if the faid Settlements of Chinfura and Chandernagore had not been taken by the Arms of 
Great Britain, have been amenable to any Court of Juftice or Magiftrate in either of the faid Set- 
tlements (whether on account of native Allegiance, or for any other Rcafon) fhall be amenable to 
the Court of Juftice at Chinfura, in like Manner as he would have been to fuch Court or Magiftrate, 
to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever. 

Whereas the Town of Baranagur, lately belonging to the Dutch, has been ufually by them con- 
fidered as fubordinate to Chinfura, has been in fad fubjed to the Jurildidion and Power of the 
Diredor, and of the Fifcal, or of fome other Magiftrate of Chinfura, and may, on account of its 
Vicinity, conveniently be made amenable to the fame Judicature and Authority with that Place j it 
is therefore Refolved, That the faid Town of Baranagur, with the Diftrid thereunto belonging, 
lhall be fubjed to the Jurifdidion of the Court of Juftice at Chinfura, newly eftablifhed j and that 
the Prefident of the faid Court may and lhall have and exercife over the faid Town and Diftrid, and 
the Inhabitants thereof, the fame Jurifdidion, and the fame Powers and Authorities, of whatfoever 
Kind, which hath and may exercife in the Town, Settlement, and Diftrid of Chinfura. 

Whereas fevcral of the Judicial Powers now conferred by this Board on the Prefident of the 
Court of Juftice at Chinfura, have for fome Time paft been cxercifed within the Town and Diftrid 
of Chandernagore, by an Officer (ufually called the Zemindar jemmadar) appointed by this Go- 
vernment fince the Capture of that Settlement from the French ; which Office is now enjoyed by 
Mr. Henry Richardfon : And whereas it is the Intention of this Board, that the faid Officer lhall for 
the future ad only as an Affiftant to the Pntfident of the Court of Juftice at Chinfura, in the Pre- 
fervation of the Peace and good Order of the Town and Diftrid of Chandernagore, under the Di- 
redion and Controul of the faid Prefident : And whereas Mr. George Richard Foley hath lately 
been appointed Jemmadar of Chinfura, for the Purpofc of being in like Manner affiftant to the 
faid Prefident in the Prclervatipn of the Peace and good Order of the Town and Diftrid of Chin* 

SxL.CoM. Rei*. IV. B fura. 
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fura, urider (he Dtreftion iind Controul of the faid Prefident: No\» it is Refolvtd and 

Declared, That the faid Two OfBcers are, wnd both they and theic ref{)e^ive..$M^^r6 A 4 II 
forth be, Minideria! Peace Officers t who Oiali and are hereby requircd^OtaA 
•faid Priefident, in the Prefervatioti of the Peace and good Order, of theirjefpfftiw Diftfi^tfi t^ 
they (hall in all Things obey the Dire6iions and Commands of the faid Prefidepc, wbetiuf 
‘. in Writing, concerning the Performance of the Duties of their rcfpcfliye Qffices, lOr jany.Aljff^ 
■ therewith connefted j and that neither of them lhall have or exercife any Power or Authority but 
fuch as lhall be delegated or exprcfsly allowed to them, on#therof them*iln.tbpirrfcf|^iyc pift ri/h ^ 
by the faid Prefident : Provided, That if cither of them the /aid Jemtnadars. «?»; PeaililCMRcers (haU 
wilfully difobey or negle<5f to perform any fuch Command or Direftion of ,(he (hid .Prefideqt ,as afore, 
faid, or lhall be guilty of any Negleft or Milbdhaviour in the Exercile of hi8^6(5ce, he'ihaU jhc 
liable to be fufpended from his faid Office by Order of the faid Prefident of the .Court of Jufiice at 
Chinfura, until the Governor General and Council lhall, upon Report to be made to them by the 
faid Prefident, have examined into and determined upon the Matter reported to them. 

Refolved, That Mr. Foley, and Mr. Richardfon, the CommilTarics at Chinfura, Mr. Pytterlbn, the 
-CommilTary. at Baranagur, and Mr. Malony, Commifiary at Chandernagorc, be acquainted with 
the Jurifdidion, Powers, and Authorities conferred on the Prefident of the Court of Jullicpat Chiq. 
fura, by the feverai' Refolutions of this Board, made on the 7 th Inftant, and on this Day, and with 
the Appointment of Sir Robert Chambers to the faid Office : And that Mr. Foley and, Mr. Rkh-n* 
ardfon be directed to wait on Sir Robert Chambers for their Infiruflions as foon as he lh?ll arrive at 
Chinfura. 

Refolved, IT hat Orders be fent to the Military Officer commanding in Chinfura and Chanderna« 
gore, that if the Prefident of the Court of Jufiico at Chinfura fiiall at any 3^imc require from him 
the Affiliance of Sepoys for the Prefervation of the Peace, or for any other Purpofe refpedting the Exer- 
cife of the faid Prclident’s Office, he do immediately afford fuch Affiftance, without waiting for any 
fpecial Order i And alfo that he do, at all Times when the faid Prefident fitall be refident in Chin- 
fura or in Chandernagore, fupply him with Sentinels, and pay him, as Occafion (hall require, fuch 
Military Honours as are due to his Rank, and may ferve to make hini known to the Native In- 
habitants as the Chief Ma^irtrate of Chinfura and . Chandernagore, 

Relblvcd, That the CommilTarics at Chinfura be forni(hcd with a Copy of the above Refolu- 
tions, that they be required to deliver forthwith to Sir Robert Chambers, a|l fuch Records and 
Papers as lhall have come to their Hands relpeding (he Office of Fifcal, the Judicial Authority 
of the late Director and Council, or any other Dutch Magiftrate, or rffpeding jn any ^l^nocf t^ 
Adminiftration of Juftice, or of the Police of the Town and Dilirfft of Chinfura. 

. ; . I , . ' 

' ' . X . . / ? *. ' 

Agreed to and Refolved, That the above be confidcred M Relolqtions of the i^oarq. 1 . 


An Efiablilhment of Officers for Eurtqiean Bufinefs . at Chinfura, pcopcired by Sir, Robcff 

Chambers/ 

' ' ' •' ‘ , i 

Total Monthly Salaries, . ^ -r« • — . , Sicea Rupees, .?,4?6 — 'jn 
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The Select Committee^ ap^nted to take into Confidcrati90 the State of the Admimftrltioh 
of Jdftice'in the Provir/ccs of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflai and to report the fame as it 
Ihall aj^pear to thetti to the ^loufe, witli their Obfervations thereupon j and who were in« 
ftruSicd to con&^^r how. the Britilh PofleQlons in the Eaft Indies may be held and governed 
with the' greatelh Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what Means, the 
Happinefs of the N«ive Inhabitants nMiy be bell promoted ^ 


H aving obferyW totWr fortner Report that Mr* Francis had, in a Letter to the Court of 
Direflors,' Which they inferted in the Appendix' to that Report, charged that Court, in dillinA 
and unqualified Terms, with little lels than art entire Ncgledl of their Duty in'nrany of its 
mm eflyhtial Pahts, and in particular With Ihe^ conllant Support of certain ttf their Servahts in an 
open Dilbbcdicnee of their Orders, 'have thought proper to examine Mr. Francis on that Letter, 
attending according to Order, was alfted. 

Whether his Letter, dated the lath Odlober, 1780 (fee Firft Report, Appendix, N° 8.) was 
* Mt^ent of Relchtment, or whether it is a Letter the Refiilt of Refleftion, 

and if he is ready to preWe the Charges contained therein? he faid. It was written with Dc- 
iibention j he did expefl that at fomc Period or other he Ihould be called upon to make 
Contents of it } and that, he had already informed the Committee, that he believed he 
mould be able to do fa-~The Witnefs being then deflred to explain to the Committee wherein he 
thought the ^urt of Direftors had fullered their fundamental Principles of Policy to be overfer, and 
J^ftfudlions and Orders to be difobeyed with Impunity ? he faid. The Principles of Policy 
which were dated to him 4 t the Time of his Appointment as the fundamental J’nntiplcs of the 
t-ompany, and which he found'* prelcribed and eftablilhed' by their General Inflniiflions to the 
p General and Council, and by various other Letters from the Court of Dire^ors to their 

“reudencics Abroad, all of which were of equal Authority to the Governor General and Council 
"'* 5 ” tbeir Inftrudlions, appear to him to be the following : 

The Court of Diredlors cenfured and condemned the whole Tranfcftion of the Rohilla War in the 
trongeft Terms but they-never to his Knowledge proceeded to any Punilhment or Penalty againd 
tn^ of their Government whole • Afts they had fo condemned. 

Nothing can be more particularly exprefled thart theli^ Declarations and confeqUent InjurtAions to 
MCieiervancii RcSt to extend their Territorial >Ac<fUiflti6ns,*i(K)reefpcciali]r on the Malabar Coad, where 
"5 they 


[ 4 ] 

they fay, “ That it is their Refolution never to look beyond the Pofleflion of Salfet and Bailcin 
** luppofinff that could be obtained by Treaty and he begs Leave to refer the Committee- to tl^ 
Letters of the Court of Directors to Bombay, of the aift of March 1769, and the lath of April i?7c 
og^ -{Vide Aomp^i N* 1, and «.) 

in&e Committee will find, that the Engacemeht of the Prelidency of 6onAt>ay With 
totally incompatible with thefe Principles i but that they have nevcrihelers received Encouragement 
from the Court of DircAors. 

The various Expeditions which have taken Place within thefe few Yearte^ under Colonel Lellic 
Colonel Goddard, Major Popham, and Major Carnac'; from Bengal, and under Colonel Egenon on 
the Malabar Coaft, appear to Mm incompftible with the Con)pany*s Orders ** n#er to employ their 
** Troops in didant Expeditions, or othemrife than in the Defence of their Pt^fliems, or thofe of 
“ their Allies.” 

The Negociation carried on, and Treaties made with theRanaof Gohude, with Moodajee Boofla, 
the Raj^ of Berar, and with Ragobah, are, not to be reconciled with the Company's Orders, which are, 
** To take Care chat in all Preaties with the Country Powers, they be fo framed as to be dei jier im. 
" mediately nor eventually pofltble to er^age the Company in any Difputes trith thole Powed,” 

Finally, The Company’s declared Relolucion “ to adhere and keep inviolable the Faith of 
“ Treaties,” appears to the Witnefs to have been difregarded and violated by thofe A^mdi the Go- 
vernment of Bengal, by which the Provinces of Korah and Allahab||i were fold to the' lace Vizicf 
Sujah Oowla, and the Tribute which the Company had agreed to pay m the King Shah Allum was 
ftopped, becaufe his Right, as well to the Provinces as % 'the Tribute, was formed on a fpecific 
Treaty; and alfo%y thofe Ads of the Prefidency of Bombay, which produced a Rupture Ixtweai 
them and the MarattaG<j|icrnment at Poona, “ Firft in December 1774, when they took PolTcffion 
“ of Salfet by Surprize, and again in November 1778, when they marched an Artny towards 
” Poona, for the avowed Purpofi of ovej^tcing a Govemment from ^♦hich they never pretended m 
“ have received an Injory of any Kind.” * 

With refped to the Company's Inftrudions and Orders being difobeyed with Impunity, Mr. 
Francis Rated to the Committee, that Mr. BriRow was diRnilTed from his Office of RcGdent with the 
Nabob of Oude in December 1776 (Vide Appendix, N* 3 (E) •, Mr. Francis Fovrke was difmiflcd 
at the fame Time from the Office of ReCdent at Benares (Vide Appendix, N* 4 (C) ; and both of them 
without a Charge or Imputation of any Kind, contrary to the 20th Articlc*of the Company’s General 
InRrudions to the Governor General and Council. (Vide Appendix, N° 5.) 

Mahomed Reza Cawn was difmifled from his Office of Naib Subali in February 1778 (Vide Ap- 
pendix, N* 6 (L, M, and N) in which he had been confirmed by the exprefs and particular Orders of 
the Court of Ditedlors (Vide Appendix, N* 6 (A.) The Cominittee will,. find* that thofe feveral 
A£ls have been Rrongiy difapproved of and condemned by the Cour* of Dire^orsi and that the 
Perfons difmifled have been ordered to be re-inflated (Vide Appendix, bl* a (G)j N* 4 (H), and N’ 
$ (Aa) i but that thofe Orders have not been duly carried into Execution- In the extraordinary Cafe 
of Mr. Francis Fowke, the Committee will find that Modbns in Council wcreTcpeatC’dly made for his 
Re- inflatement, in Obedience to the Cotnpfny*a Orders, firft on the eoch of July 1778, and again on 
the iR and 5th of April 1779 (Vide Apf^dix, N*ii4 (L 0 ,aad P.) ♦, end tl»tt>a both thofe Occa- 
fions, Refolutions were taken by the Majority of the Board againR thofe Motions. 

The Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of the 31R of AuguR, 9th September, 
and ad October 1779, will (hew that the Company’s InRruiRions, preferibing Rules concerning 
Military and other Contract have been ^beyed and fet afide in fodit InRencei very gref 
Importance; particularly the Contrafb fbn viAualltng the Array and Fort William, and wfop- 
plying the Army with Draft and Carriage Builoeks. 

The Relbiutioas of the Governor Geoend and Council of the i2tb of April lyyp'^Vide Ajfpeadu; 
N’ 8) granted Allowances to the Commander in Chief, amounting (o more than -Double what was 
fixed for him by Aft of Parliament as Member of the Council, and by the Court of Dhreftors a* 
Commander in Chief. Appendix N* $. 

-Mr. Francis then added, That he had Rated the principal loftMiees of. Dilobedieoce of Orders, as 
have occurred to him, bot he does not doubt, that ia looking over the Records many others would 
appear. 

The Court of Direftors have cenfured or difiipproved of every one of thefe Aftsj but it is not 
known to him (the Witnefs) that the Perfons gvihy of ^em have ever furred any other Penslty 
beyond th« Cenlure. The Letters from the Court of Dheftors, which wera received during the 
Time of his Refidencein Bengal, are filled with the ftrangeft and moft painted Condemnation of 
almoR every Aft of the Governor General and Mr» fiarwell, and he begs Leave to q|uote One Paffi^ 
out of many, as it (hews; in a more particular Manner, the Eftimation in which the Court, of Ditec* 
tors held th^ Geatiemen- ♦ i. 

In the 53d Paragraph of jm. Letter from the Court of Dkeftora Hi the Governor Geherel 
Council, of the 28th November 1777. U is fsad, 

“ When we cOnflder this Ftoflfion of Etpeace, weeannot but expreltour Concern that the Power 
” of granting away our PrtMr^ in Perpetuity, (hould have devolved upon Perfraa whole C<w»* 
“ plaifancc to the Court ('a/ >idva/«rr>hM in our Opinioa greatly exceeded thdr AiCmMian to the 
'* InterCRs of the Company.” Vide Appcntftx N* lO. 

To this Mr. Francis begged Leave Madd, thM the Court of Direftors, in thw Lettcrof .the 4>^ 
3 of 
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f March 1778 (Vide Appendix, N# 10) ordered a Suit to be inftituted in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature againft Mr. Barwcll ; which Order was not carried into Execution, and has not, to his 
Knowledge, been enforced or taken any further Notice of by the Court of Dire£fors. 

Your Committee thinking it neceffary to examine Mr. Francis upon the Matters contained 
‘n the foregoing Relation, he was afkcd, What particular Reafon did Mr. Haflings afllgn for afJing 
‘ontrary to^ the Standing laftruftions of the Company, when he engaged in the Maratra War ? he 
f d Mr. Haftings’s Reafons in Support of his Meafurcs are ftated at large in his Minutes recorded in 
the Bengal Confultatiow from January 1778 inclufive. The Witnefs laid, That in the Courfe of their 
Debates he often urged that thefe iK^eafurcs fto6d in direft Oppofition to tlic Company’s fundamental 
Principles and Inftpudions, but ht does not recolleft that any Attention w.is eve; given, or Anlwcr 
made to that Obje^ion. — And being afked, What Reafons did Mr. Haftings afllgn for Difobedience 
of the Company’s Orders rcfpe&ing Mahomed Rexa Cawn and Mr. Francis Fowke? he faid. The 
Majority of the Board, then confiding of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwcll, paid no Attention, as far 
as he can recoiled, to the Company’s Orders on thefe Points but Mr. Francis begged Leave to 
refer to the Confultations, of which he pointed out the Dates (Appendix, N" 3, 4, .and 6): The 
Declaration madi? by Two Members of the Council upon an Order for re-inftating Mr. Fowke in his 
Office, which appears in the Confultations of the 20th July 1778 (Appendix, N’ 4, 1 ) will fhew to 
the Commijece better than he can, on what Principles the M ijority then proceeded. 

Anti beino further afked. Whether there was any other Proceedings in Council upon tliis Siibjed ? 
he laid, On'^the'ift and 5tli of April 1779 (which was foon after the Arrival of S:r Eyre Cootc) 
he moved in Council, That the Company’s Orders refpeding Mr. Fowke flioiild be carritd into 
Execution a Reference to the Confultation of thofc Days will fliew what was the Event of that 
Motion (Vide Appendix, N° 4 (O and P.)— Being afked, What was the proceeding of the Court of 
Directors when this Difobedience of their Orders came before them ? he faid, All tliat he can re- 
coiled is, that they exprefled great Surprize, and repeated the Order (Vide Appendix, N” 4 (S.)— 
Bern" afked, At what Interval of Time did that Repetition of the Order arrive in Bengal ? he (aid, 
'I'he'^ Orders on the Council General’s Proceedings he thinks arrived about the latter End of 1779, 
but he docs not know that the Court of Diredors have ever taken Notice of the Council General’s 
fubfequent Proceedings of the ift and 5th of April 1779-, that no Orders on thefe Proceedings had 
arrived when he left Bengal.— Being afked, What was the Rcfult of the laft Orders of the Com- 
pany ? he faid, They were not carried into Execution till Three Months after they were leceived, 
Ld when it was done it was not in fad in Obedience to the Company’s Orders, but in conicquence of 
his perfonal Intcrpofuion with the Governor General in February or March 17S0 •, and lince his (the 
Witnefs’s) Departure, Mr. Eowke has again been difmifled from the fame Office without any Charge 
or Imputation whatfoever againft his ConduC^_(Appcndix, N’4(U.J— -And Mr. fiantis being 
afked, What is the Committee to underftand by his perfonal Intcrpofuion.? he laid. On this Point 
he begs Leave to refer the Committee to the Papers tranlmitted to the Court of Diredors with his 
Letter of the nth of Odfober 1780 (Vide Appendix, N° ii) and more p.uficuhirly to his Mmute re- 
corded on the nth September 1780 (Vide Appendix, N° ii(P.)— Being afleed, \N hether the 
Company repeated their Orders relative to Mahomed Reza Cawn .? he laid. As foon as they liearti of 
his Difmiflion thev ordered him to be re-inftated, with llrong Cenfure of Mr. 1 fallings and Mi. 
Barwcll (Vide Appendix, N" 6(Aa.) Soon after thole Orders weie received, in Novcmbir 1779, 
he moved for their being carried into Execution •, Mr. Barwcll having retireil^ lioin tae Lo.iid, tlic 
Qiieftion was carried in the Affirmative j but the next Day the Governor General moved, m the 
Prefence of Mr. Barwcll, that thole Proceedings fhould beiecoiifideie 1 ; in confequerce of vvhieh the 
Fii ft Refolution for obeying the Company’s Orders was reverfed (Vide Appendix, N'' 6 (C a 1 ) a ) 
In February 1780 Mahomed Reza Cawn was ncverthelcfs appointeel to the Office of Naib Subali 
(See Appendix, N* 6 (la.) — Being afked. What Reafon did the Majority of the Cou1u.1l afllgn for 
a Change of their Opinion in the Rc-appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn, which dul not 
when they difobeyed the Orders of the Company for his Rc-inftatement ? he laid, 1 Ic thinks it lianas 
as an A 61 ; or Refolution of the Bo.ird, without any Debate, or Reafons alligned— And bemg alked, 
Whether he could affign any Reafons? he laid. He attributed it to the lame peilonal Inteipu ition 
of his with the Governor General, which he has already alluded to in the Calc of Mr. l-owke— 
And being again defired to explain to the Committee what he meant by “ pcrfcjiial interpo]- 
tion ?” he faid, The Papers annexed to his Letter to the Court of Dirciftors, of the ^ 
Odlober 1780, (Appendix, N” ii.) contains a full Account of the 'I'ranfaftions between Mr. 
Haftings and him, which began with an Accommodation between Mr. Haftings and him, 
and ended in perfonal Diffcicnce, of which the Court of Diredors have been inloruud ; he there- 
fore begs that the Committee will rather refer to thofc Papers than to his perfonal I'.vkkiue upon 
this C)ucftion— And being afked. Whether it was a Part of a private Agrccinent between him and 
Mr. Haftings, that Mahomed Reza Cawn, Mr. Fowke, and Mr. Brilluw fb^kl 
their former Employments ? he laid, Ic was that Mahomed Reza Cawn, and ow c louu 

be re-inftated *, Mr. Brillow was afterwards re-inftated in the Office of Rcfulent at uac, 


he laid, It is— Being afked. What Uealons did the ivwjoriiy 01 u.v- “'yb' » 

the Company’s Orders relative to the Contrads mentioned by hini ? he faid, He does not iccolUd 
that they afllgned any, except that in general the Nature of the Services required Contrada ior a 
Sel. Com. Rep. V. ® 


longer 
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longer Duration than One Year. The Arguments ufed by Mr. Wheler and himfcif in Aiiguftand 
^ptember 1779, againft the Contracts then given away by tlie Board without public Advertile 
ment, were never anfwercd pr taken Notice of. In thefe Arguments Mr. Wheler and he particu* 
»,larly appealed to, and infiftef on, the cxprcls Orders and Inftruiiions of the Court ofDircftors in re 
lation to Contrafts, and which, as they thought, were entirely difregarded and overfet by tite Board* 
~Mr. Francis then being «fktd. Whether the Court of Direftors did' approve the Rcafons civen 
for Dilbbedience of their Orders, and reject the Rcafons afligned by him and Mr. Wheler, tend 
ing to prove that no Inconvenience would arife fr^ Obedience of thofe ^ders ? he faid. In the 
Letter of the 23d of December lyyS* they entered particularly into the Subjeft^pf certain Contrads 
which had been entered imo the Yo^r before by the Majority then cxifting, andjihey condemn every 
Part of the Proceedings of that Majority in thofe Inftances. The new Contrails enterpd into in lyl 
were formed upon the fame Principles, but were of much greater Confequence with refpeft to their 
Duration and Amount, and were in other Refpeds of a much more queflionable Nature than thofe 
which the Court of Direftors had already condemned } that when he left Bengal, there had not been 
Time for the Receipt of any Orders from the Company on the SubjeA of the latter Contrafts^. 
And being afleed. Whether the Firft Contrafts were refeinded in corilcqiicnce of thic Difapprobation 
of the Court of Diredlors ? He faid. No. 

The Committee then reprefented to Mr. Francis, that he had in his Letter reproachiB the Court 
of Diredors witli Breach of Promife : He was afked. In what does it confift ? t6, which he ftij 
Principally in not giving to General Clavering, Colonej Monfon, and himfclf, that Support which 
they cncour.iged them to expedl, and from the conftant Approbation of the Court of Direitors of 
their Condoft, and conftiht Difapprobation of the Conduft of Mr. Hafti.igs and Mr. Harwell 
they had Realon to expeft from them. In fevcral Inftances, fome of them of great Moment, they 
promifed them Orders and Regulations by a future Conveyance, which to his Knowledge wcie 
never fent. 1 lie Witnefs faid he Ihould mention Two Infliances from Memory. 

In thdr General Letter of December 1778 they appeafi to have taken into their Confide, 
ration, the whole Tranfaftion of Mr. Hattings’s l^cfignation of the Government, and they 
conclude with faying, “ That the Meafures which it might bi^ neceflary for them to take in 

confequence thereof, in order to retrieve the Honour of the’ Company, ariS to prevent the 
“ like Abufe from being pradifed in future, fhall have their earlieft and moft ferious Confidera. 
“ tion.” Mr. Francis added, That he had never heard of their having at any Time refumed the 
Subjed. 

The next Inftaoce Mr. Francis ftated, was, That in their Letter of the i8th May 1779, 
writing of the propofed Alliance with Moodajee Boolla, they fay, As the Subjeft is imiior- 
“ tant, it fhall have an early and impartial Confidcration, and our further Sentiments and Or- 

“ ders thereon fliall be communicated to you by the Ships which remain to be difpatched.” 

And Mr. Francis faid. That when he left Bengal on the 15th December 1780, the Council 
General had never heard any I'hing from the Court of Diredlors on the Subjed. 

Mr. Francis being then afked, Whethef he knew of any other Inllapces where the Court of 

Diredors have condemned the Governor General and another Menibcf of the Council, in the 

Terms dcfcnbcd in his Letter, the ftrongefl that evd applied to Men poflefling fo high a Truft and 
Station, and who were not inftantly divefted of both ? he faid, Yes, many he cannot refer to them 
from Memory, but begs Leave to have Time to confulc the General Letters. 

Mr. Francis being afked. What is the Appointment given to the 'Governor General and the 
other Members of the Council, to which he has alluded in his Letter ? he faid. The Term of 
Five Years, fixed by the Ad of Parliament for the Continuance of the Governor General and 
Council therein named, expired on the 19th Odober 17795 from that Day to the 13th of No- 
vember the Council General had no Advice whatever of any new CommifUon, but they agreed 
to hold on tor tlie Sake of the Public Service. On the 13th of November the Company’s Letters 
dated in December 17S0, were received 5 One of them enclofed a new Appointment, or Aft 
of Confirmation, by the Authority of the Court of Diredors, to the fame Pcrfbns who then 
held the Government : .^nd the Witneft added, that it is to be remarked, that the Letters of 
that Date were the moft Icvere againft Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, who at the himc Inlhmt 
were continued in the Adminiflration of their Affairs. 

Mr. Francis was tlicn afked. At what Period did Sir John Clavering’s and his Efforts ceafe to 
have Weight enough to preferye the Peace of India, as ^ted in his Letter f to which he faid, By 
the Death of Colonel Monfon in December 1776, the Power of the Government devolved upon the 
Ciovernor General and Mr. Barwell 5 however, as long as Sir John Ciavering lived, ho Innovation 
was attempted with reffKrd to Meafures that might affed the Peace of India ; he died about the 
End of Aug’jft 1777 5 in Deccnibcr following, the Prefidcncy of Bombay entered into new En- 
gagements for the Re-inflatcment of Ragobah at Poona, and in the Beginning of February 1778, 
the Governor General and Council rclolvc to fend an Army acrofs the Jumma, to traverfe India) 
under the Command of the late Colonel Lcllic. 

Your Committee not having in this Part of their Inquiry any further Queflions to put to Mr. 
Francis, thought proper to examine Major Scott (Mr. Haftings’s Agent) to the fame Points; who 
being afked. Whether Mahomed Reza Cawn^as'rcllored, to the Office of Naib Subah? he faid, He 
was, he believes, to the Office, as deferibed by the Court of Diredors. The Committee tJicn, repre- 
fented to Major Scott, that as Mr. Haflings refufed to reftore him to that Office by the Orders of the 

^ Court 
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Court of Dlrcaors, and aped him, what were Mr. Haftings’s Reafons for reftoring him to that Office 
afterwards ? to whiclt he faid. When Mr. Haftings refufed to carry the Orders of the Court of Direc 
tors into Execution, no Agreement had been entered into between^fim and Mr. Francis, Mr. Haftl 
fuppoled, that if Mahomed Reza Cawn had been reilored previous to the Agreement 
it Md have been looked upon as preparatory to Mr. Haftings’s Difrnimon j and he docs pofitivelv 
pronounce it would have had that Effeft upon the Opinion of the Natives ; after the Period that Mr 
Haltings refufed tqj|^ecute the Company’s Orders, an Agreement was entered into between Mr. Fran- 
cis and Mr. Haftings; this Agreement, tMbugh not the exaft Terms of it, was univerfally knowh 
The firft Idea c£fuch an Agreement originated from a Converfation on Fublic Affairs, which Mr. Du^ 
cardl, a Gentleman now in Calcutta, held with him on the F!vening of the 25th of December 1770 • 
he communicated that Converfation to Mr. Haftings, who authorized liim to tell Mr. Ducarell, for 
the Information of Mr. Francis, that Mr. Haftings was heartily tired of Conrroverfy, and wiflied 
heartily to unite with Mr. Francis, but that there were certain Points which he could not give up ; he 
never could confent to Mr. Briftow’s Return to Oude, becaufc it would deftroy that Influence which 
was ncctffary to condud the Bufincfs of Government'*; that he had not the Imallelt perfonal Obicaioii 
to Mr. Briftow, and would willingly provide for him in any other Line ; that he inhfted upon having 
the Cojdiuft of the Maratta War, becaufc Mr. Francis and Mr. Whelcr had ihiovvn the wliolc Re- 
fponfibiluy upon Iiiin, obferying, at the fame Time, that he earneftly wilhed to conclude a Peace with 
the Marattas ; he thinks Mr. Haftings then mentioned to him, that the fame Reafons which applied 
to Mr. Briftow, were equally applicable to Mahomed Reza Cawn and Mr. Fowl^c. He communicated 
this to Mr. Ducarell. Mr. Haftings and Mr. Francis had fevcral private Conferences together; and 
Mr. Haftings from Time to Time told him. It was at laft agreed, as he Underllood from Mr. Haftings, 
that Mr. Briftow was not to go to Oude before the Month of Odober 1780, it being concluded that 
by that Period fome Orders dccifive would arrive from England. He did underftand that Mr. Haftings 
was to have the Conduift of the Maratta War, and that Mr. Fowke and Mahomed Rtza Cawn were 
to be put in Pofleffion of the Places afligned them by the Court of Direftnrs— Iking alked, What 
Tendency the Appoiiumcnc of Mahomed Reza Cawn, upon an Agreement with Mr. Francis, when 
the fame Thing had been refuled to the Orders of the Company, had to contradia an Opinion, that 
it would have been looked upon as preparatory to Mr. Haftings’s Difmiffion and Mr. Francis’s Suceef- 
fion i he faid, The Agreement which Mr. Francis entered into with Mr. Haftings was looked upon, 
and with great Realbn, as tantamount to a pofitive Declaration from Mr Francis, that he had no im- 
mediate Expeflation of fuccceding to the Government ; that he docs not know whether Mahomed Re- 
za Cawn is at this 1 ime in Pofleflion of the Office ot Naib Subah— And being afked, What was the 
Realon for reftoring Mr. Francis Fowke ? he faid. It was Part of the Agreement — Being afked, 
Whether Mr. Fowke is now in Poffcffion of the Office to which he was re-inftated ? he faid, 
No, he is not; he was removed on the 14th of January 1780 — Being afleed, For what Offence he was 
removed ? he faid. For no Offence, but for the Reafons afligned in Mr. Hattings’s Minute, which he 
has laid before the Committee (Appendix N’ 4. U)— And being afked. Whether Mr. Haftings does 
abide by thole Reafonsj# he laid, He certainly doeS“He was then afked. Whether Mr, Fowke was 
removed by his own^Confent, or at his own Dcfire? he faid, No, it Was not of his own Defirc; but 
Mr. Haftings did not wifh to injure Mr. Fowke, though he thought it neceffary for the Public Service 
to remove him fooiihi Benares ; the Governor General promifed him a Compenfation ; but he has Rea- 
fon 10 believe that Mr. Fowke does not look upon his prefent Appointment as a Compenfation— 
Being afleed, Whether he"^ knows of an Order of the Court of Direftors againft arbitrary Removal of 
Scrv.ints from their Offices? (Appendix, N* 5) he faid, He does, there is fuch an Order; and he 
is lure no Man living would be lefs inclined to deviate from that Order than Mr. Haftings, but that 
there arc certain Calcs in which it may be neceffary ; and he added, that he folemnly believed this 
might be one of them — Being afked, What was the Compenfation given to Mr. Fowke ? he faid, No 
othci but the Provifion of Boats, by Agency, from September 1780, and a Salary of a Thoufand Ru- 
pees a Month from the Day of his Removal until Three Months after that Period — Being afked, If 
that Salary is annexed to any Office? he faid, Not that he knows of— Being afked, Whether the 
Company’s Treafury was in a flourifhing State when the Compenfations were given for Offices from 
which Perfons were removed without Crime or Incapacity alleged, or otherwife ? he faid. To the 
Firft Part he anfwers, it was not in a flourifliing State, it was in Diftrefs; and to the Second, the Re- 
nioval of Mr. Fowke without Crime or Incapacity alleged, he begs Leave to fay, that Mr. Fowke, as 
Rcfident at Benares, appear to him, and certainly, is as an Ambaflador at a foreign, though dependent. 
Court ; from that Rajah the Company receive 300,000 Sterling a Year ; Benares is the Scat of Po- 
litics ; Vackecls, or Ambaffadors, from every Power in India refide conftantly there ; and whilft Mr. 
Haftings is charged with the intcrefts of this Empire in India, it would, in his Opinion, be juft as ab- 
furd to deprive him of the Power of Nomination of his Ambaflador at Benares, as it would be to force 
on the Miniftry in this Country an Ambaffador from the Oppofition— Major Scott being then afked, 

1 o whom arc thefc Vackecls and Ambaffadors fent who refide at Benares ? he faid. They may have oc- 
cafionally Audiences of the Rajah, but they refide there for the Purpofc of giving Intelligence — Being 
afked, Whether the Ambaffadors there have plenipotentiary Powers ? he faid, He fhould have faid 
Vackecls, and not Ambaffadors ; he has not a Doubt , but that there is a Vackccl from Hyder Ally 
Cawn there, though not publicly known. 

Your Committee then afked Major Scott, Whether the Rajah has the Power of making PcaOe 
5 and 
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and War independent of the Company? he faid, .No, he has not— Being alkcd, If the Re- 
fidenc there has the Receipt of the Tribute? he faid, Yes and tranfmits it Monthly, U 
or Bills, to Calcutta.— Wng alked. What has the Refident to negociate at the Court 
o^^e Rajah as Ambaflador ? ne faid, There may be many Points-, he will mention one, which 
happened a few Years ago : When we received Intelligence of the War with France, Mr. Haftings 
thought It necefiary that the Rajah fliould contribute to the Expence of the Battalions which were 
raifed on that Account ; he paid it for One Year •, and it was underftood by the Rajah, that Mr, 
f^rancis difapprovcd of this Demand in future-, the Rajah pofitively refufed tO pay this incrcafed 
Demand lor the next Year, on a Suppofition, as it was generally thought, that Mr. Francis was 
upon the Point of fucceeding to the Government ; Sir Eyre Cootc joined with Mr. Haftings en« 
force this Demand, and Two Battalions of Sepoys were marched towards Benares to enforce this 
Demand, and the Rajah then paid the Money — Being afkcd. When this happened ? he faid. In the 
M mth of July 1779— Being afleed, Whether at the Time of the Removal of Mr, Fowke, the Rajah 
had refilled to pay this extra Demand ? he faid, He had about a Month before, but it was paid 
bcfoie Mr, Fowke’s Removal — Major Scott w*8 then afleed. If it was fo improper tp nominate Mr. 
Fowke to an Office of the Nature of an EmbafTy to a Foreign Court, how came he fo to noini. 
nate him ? he faid. It was an Article in the Agreement between him and Mr. Francis— Being 
then afked. Does Mr. Haftings (fonfider this Appointment as a Private Agency or as a Public Of- 
fice held under the Government ? he faid, A Public, undoubtedly— Being afked, Whether Mr. 
Haftings has confidcred the Rcfidcnt at Oude in the fame Light ? he faid. Certainly -, when Mr. 
Haftings makes ufe of the Words “ Private Agent,” he docs not mean that he has any pofitivc 
Bufinef, to rranfad either at Oude or Benares — Being then afked. Why he then calls him nis Pri- 
vate Agent ? he faid, Becaufe, as he conceives, all political Corrcfpondcncc goes through the Chan- 
nel of the Governor General, and he may make certain Communications through an Agent, which 
he has called a Private Agent — Being afked. Whether the Governor General has not, under Colour 
of that fuppofed private Agency, refufed to fubmit the Corrcfpondcncc of that Agency to the 
Board ? he faid. He did, becaufc he conceived the Demand of that Corrcfpondcncc as a perfonal 
Infult to himfclf — Being afked. Whether this Diftindion between Public and Private Agency has 
not been reprobated by the Court of Diredors in the Cafe of Mr. Middleton ? hi ‘faid. Yes, he 
believes it has — And being alked. What particular Reafons exifted for the Removal of Mr. Fowke, 
which did not cxift at the rime of his Appointment under the Agreement with Mr. Francis ? he 
faid, N )nc that he knew of •, but Mr. Haftings was willing to facrifice much to procure Unanimity at 
the Council Board. — i-Being afked, What Nature is the Agency for Boats ? he faid, Mr. Fowke, as 
he underltands, is to liave the Provifion for all Boats that may be wanted for the Service of the Army, 
and he is to draw Fifteen per Cent, he believes, upon his Difburfements— Being alkcd. Who ad- 
vances the Money ? he faid, The Company — Being afked. Whether it is .confidcred in Bengal, 
that a CommilTariate for the Supply of the Army is a proper Equivalent for an Office which was in 
the Nature of an EmbalTy to a Foreign Court? he faid. No, he thinks not— Being, jifked. Whe- 
ther Mr. Fowke was particularly bred to any Bufinefs refpefting Boats, t^at made him a proper 
Perfon to execute that Branch of the Commiffariate, rather than his Office of Refident at Benares ? 
he (aid, Not that luj knows of.— He was then alkcd. What Reafon Mr. Haftings had for altering 
the Mode of Contract which he had adopted in the Cafe of Colonel Morgan, t§ that of Agency, 
which he had adopted in the Cafe of Mr. Fowke ? he faid, He knows of none, bat what is men- 
tiontld in his Minute •, he muft undoubtedly have been a better Judge of that Matter than any other 
Perfon, from his being the firft executive Officer of that Government — Being afked. How came 
he then to take the Method of Contradl with Colonel Morgan ? he faid, He believes it was re- 
commended by Sir John Clavering, but he might have had Occafion to alter it liimfelf — Being 
afked, Whether Mr. Flaftings did at the fame Time alter all the other Contradls, and turn them 
into Agencies as fait as they expired ? he faid. He really does not know — Being alked. What 
Reaf'ins arc given for Difobedicnce of the Company’s Orders in the Cafe of Mr. Briftow ? 
he laid, None, but the Reafons contained in Mr. H^ings’s Minute when that Subject was 
under Confuleration — Being alkcd. How Mr. Haftings came to appoint Mr. Briftow to the 
Rcfidfncy of Oude after he had refufed to give him that Appointment in Obedience to the 
Orders of the Company ? he faid. He never did j he oppofed it to the utmoft of his Power, 
affigning his Reafons ; but that it was carried againft him by the Majority in Council — 
Being alked. Whether Mr. Haftings did not remove Mr. Briftow afterwards ? he faid, No, be 
did not i but he has received a private Letter from Mr. Haftings, in which he tells him, that he will 
remove him, and that Mr. Wheler concurs in the Propriety of it — Being afked. What Mildemeanor 
or Delinquency did Mr. Haftings affign for his intended Removal of Mr. Briftow from the Execution 
of his public Duty ? he faid. None. — Major Scott was then defired to inform the Committee, What 
P.irticulars, in Mr. Briftow’s Letter to the Board (Appendix, N* 3. I.) appeared to deferve the 
Epitlu’ts given in Mr. Haftings’s Minute, concerning the Capacity and Behaviour of Mr. Briftow ? 
he faid, Mr. Briftow’s whole Letter is very ill written in point of Language and Argument; this was 
the general Opinion of every Perfon who law it in Calcutta. The Words “ Claims grounded upon the 
“ highert Authorities,” and, “ our Honourable Superiors,” arc infolent Expreffions, when writing 
to the Supreme Council of India ; “ accufing the Board of treating him with hjcglcd,” is another; 
“ m order to difeharge my Duty to your Honourable Superiors,” is another. This is OPt a Style m 
which the Supreme Council, or the Members of the former Adminiftration, were addrcfTcd, to his 
10 Knowledge. 
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KnowWgC. Uord CHvc; in his Government, would have fcnt Mr. Briftove a Prifoner to Europe, in 
flis Opinion, if he had written fuch a Letter to him. All Mr. Brilbpw’s Friends, and Mr. Wheler in 
particular, adyifed him not (ogive the Letter in to the Board.— Bra||ii|ien aikcd.In what Manner dpe« 
Mr. ,Fowke, as Refident at Benaies (his public Condud being apmcired ot by the Governor General) 
Itand aS a ^crecn between the Rajah and the Government at Calcutta, inllead of an Indrument of 
Controul, as mentioned by the Governor General in his Minute of the J4th olft'January 1781 ? (Ap- 
pendix, N* 4. (U.) 4 »e faid, He, has the Pleafure to be intimately acquainted with Mr. Fowkcf and 
knows him to ^ a very honourable and fenfiblc Man, but he does not believe it would have 
poffible to^ have^ convinced the Rajah that Mr. Fowke was the.Man of the Governor’s Choice •, and 
therefore “he flood as a Screen between the Rajah and the Gdvernment, inflead of an Inflrument of 
Contrpul— Being afked. Why fliould the Rajah of Benares, and every Chief in Indoftan who has 
Connedipn with the Englilh Government,’ confider Mr. Fowke, being the Englilb Refident at Be- 
nares, as the Pledge and Foundation of their own Independence f he faid. He certainly does not 
know — Major Scott was then afked, Whofc Reprdentative would the Rajah have fuppofed Mr. 
Fowke to bcf^nc faid, Mr. Fowke was fent up origSbilly againfl the Governor Gener.il’s InclinationJi 
and he thinks the Rajah would have fuppofed him to have been the Reprefentative of the Party in 
Council'in Oppofition to Mr. Haflings — Being afked, If it was not known throughout the Country, 
that he'^as Refident for the Britifli Government ? he faid. The Rajah and Natives do not think any 
Thing about the Britifh Government, but they fuppofe that all Authority ts lodged in the M^ority 
of the Council — Being afked. If the Natives then fufferany Grievance from any; Part of the Britifh 
Government, would they be inclined to look to Great Britain for Redrefs, or to the Power in CounciL- 
who might chufe the Refident at Benares? he faid, To the Power to Council, he thinks j Three 
Armenians, as he underflood, did come to England to folicit Redrefs for illegal Imprifonnienr, and 
orher Hardfhips they complained of, and he believes they did not obtain Redrefs equivalent to their 
Lois of Time and Expcnces— Being afked. If it has not been held a prudent Piiniiplc of Policy, 
to flrengthen their Attachment to, and Dependence upon the Authority of Great Britain ? he laid, 
Yes, he thinks it has been held, and is a prudent Policy — Major Scott was then afked, If a Perfon 
appointed frcAn Great Britain a Reprefentative of the Britifh Nation at any Court in India, is’not 
fuffered'to hold that Station, docs it not ncceflarily tend to lefTcn that Dependence ? he laid. No, 
not in the Icaft, in his Opinion— Being afked, What Authority docs it then principally teach them 
to rcfpcfl ? he faid, The Authority of the Governor General and Council, or a Majority of them, 
which they will always rcfjKft, and no other — Being afked, Suppofc the fame Principles were 
to prevail aiTior|;ft the Natives refident in the more immediate Poireflicirfs of the Company, 
would it not tend to alienate their Minds from Great Britain, and fix their Dependence upon thole 
Perfons only in the Government in Bengal, who cafually pofiTefs the Power ? he faid, Their Depen- 
dence in his Opinidh'csn only be placed upon thofc Perfons in Bengal, who cafually poflefs the 
Power — B^ing afked, Upoh that Principle, would nqj the Natives in general be difeouraged from 
all Reprelchtation to Great Britain? he faid. Yes, certainly, he means the great Body of the 
People— Being a(ked,*^hcthcr the pcrfonal Approbation of the Governor General gives greater 
Weight to an Aft of Go^^rnment in India, than a Refolution of a Majority in Council, wlien in 
Compliance with Orders from the Court of Direftors ? he faid. He thinks the Court of Di- 
reftors Orders arPnot, and odght not to be explained to the Natives*, and that the Approbation of 
the Governor General dt^s give a greater Weight, but it is not neceflary by the prefent Conft tutiort 
of the Company— Being afked. Whether the Governor General is not obliged to fign the Orders of 
the Mqority, though he himfcif fhould be in the Minority ? he faid. Yes, he thinks the Governor General 
is, as he fays in his Minute, but he pleads the Precedent of Sir John Clavering not fighing fonie par- 
ticulJiT Letter, forrefufing to fign one himfelf — Being afked. If the Rajah of Benares faithfully pays th<t 
Tribute according to the TK^aty between him and the Britifh Government, what is meant by the Refi- 
dent being an Inflrument of Controul ? he faid. He docs not know. 

Your Committee further afked Major Scott, Whether he docs not know, that to remove the Ser- 
vants of the Company from their Sfations without Charge or Hearing, is contrary to the 
Company’s Orders? he faid, He. believes it is.— Being afked. Whether he could aflign the 
Reaion why Mr. Haftirfgs did not obey the Orders of the Company for re-inflating Maho- 
med Reza Cawn in his Office of Naib Subah ? he faid. He could not fpeak pofuivcly ; 
but the Re-inftatemrht of Mahomed Reza Cawn was, he believes, univerfally in Bengal looked 
upon as at) entire Matter of Party : And the Witnefs faid, he declared, that Iron) Delhi, and from 
every Part of Indoftan dependent upon or cowifftcd with Bengal, Reports were induftrioufly circu- 
lated, and confinually infcrted in the Country ^ews papers, that Mr. Haflings was upon tlw Point 
of being, diffhiffed from the Government of Bengal, to which Mr. Francis was to fuccecd : Fhat the 
Paragriphs in the Corrlpariy’s General Letters were as induftrioufly circulated, which contained Re- 
fleftions upon the Conduft of Mr. Haflings : That Mr. Haflings, in order to prclerve that I 
of Authority which was ncceffary to conduft the Bufinefs of Government, was to adopt Mea- 

fures which were by no Means airrecablc to him. It is upon Record that Mr. rlafungs paid a 
pointed jULhention' to thc'Ofdersdf the Court of Direftors in the firft Three Years of his Government j 
he had nd' private* Refcntmerlt againfl Mahpmed Reza Cawn ; and Mahomed Reza Cawn himJelr 
has repeatedly declared, that owed his Life to the Impartiality and the Jufticc of Mr. H“fl'"gs. 

Wii^acomar act'ufed Him of Crimes which, if they had been proved, would have deferved 
Death— Being afked, What he means by a Mcafure of Party ? he faid, Mahomed Reza Cawn s Re- 
toftatement would have been confidcred in IndH’as preparatory to Mr. Haflings s Difmiffion from the 
Sat. Com. Rzv. V. C 
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Service— Being afked, \^ether thofe Two Things were conneded in the News-papers to which he 
alluded i he faid, He does not immediately recoiled that ; but be connefbed them together, and ho 
believes every Body elfc did — ^^ing afked, Whether it is underftood in India that the Governor 
Gdleral is under the Orders of tnic Court of Direftors or not ? he faid, It is fo underftood ; but they 
in India fuppofe the Governor General and Council may difpenfe with the Orders of the Court of 
Direftors, and they are bound to obey the Governor General and Council only — Being then afked, 
"Why in India it is thought that the Governor General’s Obedience to the Orders of the Eaft India 
Copipany is connefted with or tantamount to a DifmilTion from their Service ? he faid, He does not 
fay fo now t but he fpeaks of a particular Period, and then it would have been thought fb —Being 
alkcd. Whether at the Time of receiving that Order from the Company, there was any Intimation of 
their Intentions of removing him from their Service ? he faid, Not in the General Letter; but. he 
fpeaks pofitivcly, that Copies of Letters, or what was faid to be lixtrafts of Letters from Perfons of 
rower in England, were induftrioiifly circulated all over India, faying, that Mr. Haftings would by 
the next Difpatches be difmilTed from the Government, and Mr. Francis appointed Governor Gene- 
ral — .Mr. Scott was then afked. Whether Mr. Haftings did not, about that Period of Time, aftually 
receive from the Court of Direftors a Confirmation of his Authority ? he faid. He believes he did in 
the very fame Letter which mentioned Mahomed Reza Cawn and Mr. Haftings, as he well recol. 
lefts, ordered the Troops at Fort William under Arms, and a Salute to be fired in confeqocnce of 
this Rc-appointment but he alfo recollefts perfeftly well, that this Mark of Honour to Mr. Haftings 
was oppol'cd by Mr. Francis, and the Rc-appointment treated as a mere temporary Meafure till th^ 
Government could be fixed. The Witnefs alfo begged Leave to obferve, that near Six Months be- 
fore the Arrival of this LcttCf, an Officer (Captain Markwood; arrived in Calcutta over Land from 
London. He left London on the aytli of March 1779, brought no Account whatever of Mr. 
Hafiings’s Re-appointment to the Government", but the Day after his Arrival, it was faid that he 
had brought a Letter to Mr. Francis from one of the Direftors, in which it was pofitivcly faid he 
was to be Governor General, and Mr. Haftings dilmifled — Iking afked, Whether Mr. Haftings’s 
Difobedicncc of the Orders of the Company had a Tendency to diferedit that Report, and to prove 
to the Company’s Servants and to the Natives, that he was to be continued in his Authority by the 
Court of Direftors ? he faid. To the Natives undoubtedly throughout India, no Man who then ferved 
in India but muft know it — Being afked, Whether it was ulual, upon any Report of a Governor Gene- 
ral’s Removal, to dilobey the pofitive Orders of the Court of Direftors ? he faid, No ; and he will ven- 
ture to fay, that no Governor in India was ever fituated as Mr. Haftings was at that Time in Bengal 
^Bcing then afkal, Whether the Aft of Parliament gives any Power to the Governor General and 
Council of difobeying or fufpending the Execution of the Company’s Orders, in any Cafe whatfoever? 
he faid, He does not know ; but without fuch a Power being occafionally cxcrcifed, if neceflary, he 
does not fee how a diftant Country can be governed — Mr. S^cott was then afked, Whether the Want 
of fuch Power has been ftated to the Court of Direftors, or to any other Power in England ? he faid, 
Not that he knows of. 

Being then afked, Wliether hq means that fuch a difpenfing Power muft bcrexcrcifed upon unfore- 
feen Exigencies of the Government, or upon the Governor’s own Opinion of what may afleft his 
Authority in the Minds of others ? he faid. The Governor’s Pcrfonal Authority, if he has a Majority 
of the Council in hisTavour, muft be preferved in the utmoft Extent, in the Opinion of the Natives, 
or 5000 Men, in his Opinion, could never govern Fifteen Millions — Being then afked. Whether he 
meant a felf-dcrived or a fubordinatc Authority ? he faid, The Governor’s Authority is undoubtedly 
fubordinate to the Court of Direftors. Mr. Haftings, whenever he has difobeyed the Company’s Or- 
ders, has ftated his Rcafons for fo doing j if they were not valid, he undoubtedly expefted to be 
difmiftcd the Service for Difobedicncc of Orders — Being afked, Why he thinks, whenever there is a 
Minority in Council who differ in Opinion with the Governor General |tnd a Majority, it becomes, a 
Reafon for the Governor General and Majority to difobey ihc Orders or the Court of Direftors? he 
faid, It docs not become a Reafon in common Cafes j but if the Reftoration of Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, the Rc-appointment of Mr. Briftow to Oiide, and Mr. Fowke to Benares, by the Court of 
Direftors, had been carried into Effeft in Bengal, the Natives from Calcutta to Dellti would have 
deemed thole Appointments as preparatory to iMr. Haftings’s Difmiffion, and Mr. francis’s Pronio- 
- tion to the Office of Governor General of Bengal. 

Being afked, Whether by People in Power in India it is thought a fufficient Reafon to difobey 
the Orders of the Company whenever it fball appear to them to be a Step preparatory to their Dil- 
million ? he faid, He cannot tell what were the Opinions of Men in Power in general in India ; but 
in thclc Inftanccs it certainly was Mr. Haftings’s— Being afked. Upon what Grounds is it tliat the 
Difobedicncc of the Company’s Orders in India is thought to be a Proof that the Governor is to be 
continued in his Office ? he faid, The Natives, who only judge from Appearances, fuppofe he would 
not have gone to fuch Lengths, without being fure of Support from Home. 

Mr. Scott was then afked. What Inconvcniencies would nave arifen to the State, from an Opinion of 
theNatives, that Mr. Haftings was tobe difmifledjand Mr.FrancisappointcdGovcrnorGeneral? he faid, 
A very great one undoubtedly ; he has already faid, that Five Thoufand Europeans can never govern 
Fifteen Millions of Natives, and the Hands of Government fhould undoubtedly be ftrengthened by every 
poffible Means — Being afked, What Diftinftion he makes between Mr. Haftings being the Governor 
General and Mr. Francis fucceeding to that Office ? he faid, None at all M^en Mr. Francis had 
fuccccded to the Government. ^ 

5 Being 
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Being nflced. Whether it I# confidered as any Diminution of the Authority the.Governor Gene- 
ral ind Council in' India; that the Orders they iffuc are the Rcfult of ;h(B Inllruaions from the Court 
of Dire 4 «w» ^ certaiply not, in common Cafes ; but in l|ACafes alludeii to, the Ordcri 

of the Court of Direftors were induftrioufly circulated amongft the Nlttves to imprefs them with an 
Idea of the Inftability of Mr. Hattings’s Power, and that they might expeft a fpctdy Removal. 

Being afleed, What were Mr. Haftings’s Reafons for difobeying the Company’s Orders for the 
Reftoration of Mn Francis Fowke ? he faid. They were contained in Mr. Haftings’s Minute, to 
which he begs Leave to refer (Appendix, N” 4, U)— The Committee then rcprclentcd to Major ’ 
Scott, that Mr. Fowke having been a Second Time fent to Benares, and aflted him. Whether he 
can acquainwhe Committee, why he was removed from a Statidn to which he was appointed by the 
Court of Direftors ? he faid, He begs Leave to lay the Minutes in the Confultations of 14th January 
1781, upon that Subjeiff, before the Committee (Vide Appendix, N°4,) 

^Your Committee then aflted Major Scott, Whether he had any other Juftification to offer to them, 
for the Difobcdiencc of the Orders of the Company in the ieveral Cafes of the Contraifls, and of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn, Mr. Briftow, and Mr. Fowke ? to which he anfwcrcd, No. 

Your Committee then thought proper to call before them William Devaynes, llfquire, who has 
paffed through the Offices of Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Eaft India Company, and to 
examine him upon the Subject of Difobcdiencc of Orders; and 

Jhc General Letters from the Court of Diredors, of the 14th May 1779, and of the 27th May 
1779, refpeding the Re-inftatcmcnt of Mr. Fowke (Appendix, N‘’4. R and S) being read to him, 
he was then afked, What Meafures did the Court of Directors take in confcquencc of their Rcfolu- 
tions contained in the Paragraphs of the above Letters ? he faid. He docs not recoiled that they 
took any Steps whatfoever, taking it for granted that the Orders would be immediately complied 
,vitli — Being afked, Whether the Court of Direftors did not promife and engage to the Council 
General of Bengal, to take fomc Meafures in confcquencc of th.it Difobcdiencc ? he faid, Tlicy did — 
Being alked, Whether it was from any Experience of the habitual Obedience of the Company’s Ser- 
vants in Bengal, that he took it for granted that the Order would be immediately complied with ? 
he faid. No •, but from the pofitivc Manner in which it wasdireded — Being afleed, Whether he has 
not Kcalon to know that other Orders of the Company, equally pofitivc, had been difobeyed .? he laid, 
He thinks feveral Orders of the Company had been dilobeyed, but he docs not recoiled that any 
were lb pofitivcly dircdlcd as the Order relpetJling Mr. Francis Fowke — Being afleed, Wlicthcr it 
was finally obeyed ?*-he laid. He docs not recoiled — Being afked, Whether the Minutes of the Con- 
fultations of the Governor General and Council arc iranfiTiitted to the Court of IliicrStors, and read ? 
he laid, '1 hey arc tranfmitted, and read Ihori— -Being afleed, Whether when the Matter ot thole Con- 
fultations is important, and concerns the Obedience to their own Orders, it is not the Duty of the 
Chairman and Deputy to read thole Confultations at length ? he laid, when any Matter of Moment, 
on which the Court of Diredors arc to decide, is to be brought forward, the Chairman and Dcpuiy 
generally have Extracts made of the Bufinefs that is to come before them Being afked, Whctlier 
fuch Extrads were made in this Cafe ? he faid, He does not recoiled — Being afked, Whether in read- 
ing thefe Confultations he has not feen the Principle of Difobedience avowed and juiUll.J ? he faid, 
He thinks he has. 

'I hcn the Minute of Mr. Barwell, in the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in 
their Public Department, of the ifl of April 1779, refpeding Mr. Fowke (Appendix, N“ 4. O) be- 
ing read to Mr. Devaynes, he was afked, Whether that Minute, avowing a Principle of Difobedience 
to the Orders of the Company by the Members of the Council, whenever they tliought the Dignity 
of the Governor General affedtd by thofe Orders, did not call for fomc Proceeding on the Subjed by 
the Diredors to vindicate their own Authority ? he laid. He thinks it did— Being then afked, Whe- 
ther any fuch Proceedings were had ^ he faid, He docs not know that any Refolution was come to by 
the Court of Diredors in confcquencc of the Difobedience of Orders, and Avowal of the Principle, 
though Ibme dcfultory Converfation did pafs upon the Subjed — Being afked, Whetlicr there have not 
been other Ads of Difobedience in Bengal, jullified upon a fimilar Principle ? he faid. He believes 
there were other Ads of Difobedience, but he does not know whether they were juftified upon a 
fimilar Principle — Being afked. Whether he did not underfland, that by the Regulating Ad of 177?, 
the Governor General and Council were direded to obey the Orders they were to receive from the 
Court of Diredors ? he faid. He underftands they arc— Being afked, Whether it has been ufual 
before that Ad paffed, for the Company’s Servants openly to avow a Principle of D.fobedience to the 
Company’s Orders, and to record it on their Confultations ? he faid, He does not rcrollcd any fuch 
Inflanccs — Being afked. Whether after the Court of Diredors had cxprcflfcd their Reicntmentin very 
fliong Terms againfl the Difobcdiencc of their Orders in the Cafe of Mr. Fowke, he did, as Deputy 
Chairman of that Company, think that the mere Obedience to a repeated Order from tlie Company, 
ought to have exempted thofe who had difobeyed it, from fuch Reprehenfion as is due to Difobc- 
ditnee ? he faid, He thinks the Paragraph of the Letter of the 27th of May i 779 » ^ Reprehen- 

fion, and promifes fomething more— Being afked. Whether he can affign any other Keafon why 
the Court of Diredors did not proceed according to their Letter of the 27th of May, except what 
he has expreffed in his former Anfwcr ? he faid. No, he cannot— Being afked, Whether there has 
not. Year after Year, repeated Ccnfurcs been fent out by the Court of Diredors againff cert.iin Ads 
of the Bengal Government ? he faid. He believes many— Being afked, Whether the Court 6/ Di- 
tedors found that thefe Cenfures tended to leflcii the Principle and Pradicc of Difobcdiencc tn their 

Servants? 




Servants ? he faid, HJ: docs not think it did— Being then alked, Whether he doles not think that the 
Authority and Controul of the Court of Direftors is rendered nugatory by fuch Difobedience he 
faid. He thinks it is lcflcnedj|-And being afked, If the Britifh Subje6ls and Natives in B^ga) find 
that the Orders of the Court of Diredtors arc repeatedly difobeyed, to what Power or Authority doc-j 
he imagine they will look up ? he faid, Certainly to the Government there. 

Mr. Francis having, in his Evidence before your Committee, Bated, That the Company’s Inftruc- 
tions and Orders had been difobeyed by the Governor General and Council with Impunity, and in 
Confirmation of his Evidence, mentioned the Difmiflion of Mr, Briftow from the Offidc of Refident 
with the Nabob of Oude, in December 1776 } and that Mr. Francis Fowke was difmifled at the fame 
Time from the Office of Refident at Benares, and both of them without any Charge or Imputation 
of any Kind, contrary to the Twentieth Article of the Company’s General Inftruftions to the Gover- 
nor General and Council j Your Committee proceeded to examine into the Condudt of the Governor 
General and Council, relative to this Difobedience j and they now report to the Houfe the Matter as it 
appears on the Company’s Records. 

Your Committee find, in the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret 
Department, pf the 15th of December 1774, (Appendix N° 3. A.) that the Governor General made 
the following Propofition. 

“ As the Commiflion originally granted to Colonel Galliez was only for a temporary Purpofe, 
“ and as the Board have already agreed to appoint a Civil Servant of the Company as Refident 
“ Vizier’s Court, the Governor General propofes to the Board, That they (hould now make this Ap- 
« pointmentj as it is evident, that were the Perfon who inay be fo appointed to proceed immediately, 
“ in cafe the Vizier complies with Colonel Galliez’s Dcmamls, the Colonel’s Commiflion inuft be 
“ expired before the new Refident could arrive there.” • Upon which it was agreed, 

“ That the Governor General’s Propofal be deferred for Confidcration until Monday.” 

On the 21ft of December 1774, (Appendix, N* 3. B.) it was agreed by a Majority of the 
Board, “ That Mr. Briftow be appointed Refident at the Court of Sujah Dowla.” 

In confequcncc of wliich, the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Letter to the Court of 
Direftors, of the 4tli January 1775, (Appendix, N° 3. D.) Par. 5. fay, 

“ It having been rclolved, that a fixed Refident at the Court of the Vizier fhould be appointed 
“ from the Company’s Civil Servants, the Governor General lately thought fit to propofe the Ho- 
“ noiirable Frederick Stuart for that 'I’ruft *, but the Governor General’s Propofition was not agreed 
“ to. Mr. Briftow being afterwards propofed by the General, and this Propoft/I obtaining the Con- 
“ currence of the Board, he was appointed accordingly, with a Salary and Allowances fimilar 10 
“ what Mr Middleton enjoyed in the Employment which he held at that Court.” 

And your Committee further find, in the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in 
their Secret Department, of the 2d of December 177^* (Appendix N® 3. E.) That the Governor 
General moved, “ That Mr. John Briftow be recalled from the Court of the Nabob of Oude, and 
“ that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reftored to the Appointment of Refident at that Couri.” 

General Clavci ing, in his Minute entered on the Proceedings of that Day, fays, “ If the Gover- 
“ nor General will think proper to defer his Motion till after the Arrival of the Eagle Packet, 
“ which may be now hourly expedfed, it is more than probable that wc lhall have further Lights 
“ than have been hitherto given to us, of the Sentiments of the Court of Direftors, both on Mr. 
“ Middleton’s Recall, arid on Mr. Briftow’s Appointmetit^to the Vizier’s Court ■, I would therefore, 
« with the Governor General’s Conftnt, beg Leave to propofe, that this Motion be deferred till after 
“ the Arrival of that Ship.” 

'Fo which the Governor General replies, “ I think it a Duty incumbent on me to adhere to my 
“ Motion. I will not take up the Time of the Board by anfweriti^^he Objedlions which have been 
“ made to it at this 'l ime, having other Queftions which I wifh to propofe immediately, for their 
“ Detfrmination.” 

After further Arguments it was refolved, “ That the Board do not agree to General Clavering’' 
“ Prtipofition, for deferring the Confidcration of the Gbvernor General’s Motion until the Arrival oi 
•* the Eagle Packet.” 

General Clavering afterwards moves, “ That before the Confent of this Board be obtained for 
^ the Appointment of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to the Vizier’s Court, that the Orders, or at lealt 
“ the plain and diredl Intentions of the Court of Diredors, be complied with.” 

Which was refolved in the Negative. 

It was then refolved, “ That Mr. John Briftow be recalled to the Prefidency from the Court 
“ of the Nabob of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reftored to the Appointment ol 
“ Refident at that Court, fubjed to the Orders and Authority of the Governor General and Council, 
“ conformably to the Motion of the Governor General.” 

In conrcqucncc of which, the Governor General and Council tranfmit to Mr. Briftow the fo'* 
lowing l.etter : 

“ Having thought proper to recall you to the Prefidency, and to reftore Mr. Nathaniel Middleton 
“ to the Station of Refident at the Vizier’s Court, we dired, that on his Arrival at the faid Court, 
“ you immediately deliver up to him the Charge of that Appointment, and repair to Calcutta.” 

In confequcnce of the above Proceedings, the Governor General and Council, in their Secret 
Letter to the Court of Diredors, of the 19th of December 1776 (Appendix, N* 3. F.) 
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f V “ We be» Leave to- aeftr jou to the Confultation of the ad Inllant, for our Proceedings upon 
« a Motion, propofing the Hetall of Mt. Briftow flom the Vizier’s Court, ind the Reftoration of 
„ Natbankrt Mlddfctort to the Poft of Rcfident at that Court, under the Orders and Authority 
11 of th# Governor General and Council. The Motion, after fome Hkbate, was carried in the Af- 
« firmative, and Mr. Middleton has accordingly been rellored to that Appointment.” 

The Direftors of the Eaft India Company, in their General Letter to Bengal, of the 4th of 
Tulv 1777 . (Appendix, N" 3. G.) Par*. 11, la, and 13, fay : 

•' II. “ Upon the tnoft careful Perufal of your Proceedings of the ad of December 1776, re. 

♦« lative to the Recall of Mr, Briftow from the Court of the Nabob of Oiide, and the Appomt- 

« ment of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to that Station, we niuft declare our ftrongeft Difapprobatioii 

of the Whole of that Tranfaftion.” ' 

Par. 12. We obferve, that the Governor General’s Motion for the Recall of Mr. Briftow, includes 
“ that for the Reftoration of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton •, but as neither of thofe Meafures appear to 
“ us neceffary, or even juftifiable, they cannot receive our Approbation.” 

Par. 1 3. “ With refpeft to Mr. Briftow, we find no Shadow of Charge againft him ; it appears 
“ that he has executed the Orders of the Board to the entire Satisfaftion even of thofe Members of 
“ Council who did not concur in his Appointment. You have unanimoufly recommended him to 
« our Notice j Attention to your Recommendation has induced us to afford him Marks ot our Fa- 
“ vour, and to re-annex the Emoluments affixed by you to his Appointment, which had been dilcon- 
“ tinued by Our Order j and as we muft be of Opinion, that a Perfon of acknowledged Abilities, 
“ ithofc Conduift has thus gained him the Erteem of his Superiors, ought not to be degraded with* 
« out juft Caufe} we do not hefitate to interpofc in his Behalf, and therefore direft. That Mr. Brif- 
« tow do forthwith return to his Station of Rcfident at Oude, from whidi he has been lo improperly 
M removed.” !• 

The Direftors alfo, in their General Letter to Bengal, of the 23d of December 1778 (Appendix, 
N° 2 H.) Par. 149. fay, “ We have likewife permitted Mr. John Briftow to rctuin to his Rank 
» in the Service, and to the Station which he held at the Vizier’s Court, and to w hich he was rcltorcd 

« by our Order of the 4th of July 1777.” ^ • 

And your Committee find recorded on the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in 
their Public Department, of the azd of May 1780, the following Letter from Mr. Briftow to the 
Governor General and Council, of the ift af May 1780 (Appendix, N*3. I.) 


“ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, . , . , 1 n r i 1 

“ I beg Leave to rcprclcnt to your Honourable Board, that I arrived at the Prefidency on the 
« i6ih February laft. Not having yet been put in Poffeflion of the Office of Rcfident at tfc 
« Vizier’s Court, in which I had the Honour of being rc-inftated, agreeable to the Orders of the 
“ Court of Direftors, dated the 4th of July 1777, and the 23d December 1778, I think it my 
“ Duty to addrcis your Honourable Board, with an humble Requeft to carry the abovciaid Orders 
« into Execution. I make this Application, in confequcnce of my Solicitations to the different 
“ Members of the Board, to move for my Re-inftatcment, having been repeatedly refufed by every , 
Member individually, and it being now incumbent on me to make a public Claim of my 
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» fn Tuftification of my Conduct, in not having immediately on my Arrival requefted to be 
forthwith put in Poffeflion, I humbly rcpicfent that I underftood my Re-tnftatcment ought to have 
been mov^ by a Member of the Board •. under other Circumftanccs my Conduft might be deemed 
premature v but fuuated as I am, after Three Months Solicitation in vain, I hope our Honourable 
Lperiors will do me the Juftice to confider the Delay in my Application, a Point of Dcluacy to 
your Honourable Board, and no Want of Attachment to them or Zeal for their J 

never given my Confent to beiflg held out of my Office, and I mean by 

bad Impreffions that might be entertained of me, in thus long fufpending a Claim grounded upon 

M^aSb'beg Leave to reprefent I was removed from my Office the Second 
after having for Two Years fucceffively i^ccivcd the unanimous Approbation 
Board. Our Honourable Superiors have fince likewife ~ 

their Approbation. Noiwithftanding which I am treated with Ncgleft by your Honourable Board, 

and tiK Members individually have pofitively refufed ‘o do me the may 

claim. In order difeharge my Duty to our Honourable Superiors, I humbly fohciy hat it y 
be recorded upon your Proceedings, I have neither dircdly nor indireftly conlented to my Rig t 

having been thus long withheld from me. ^ l 1 u Hnnmir of a. 

“ In luftice to Sir Eyre Coote, I take the Liberty of mentioning, that I have the Uonour a 

Letter ftom him, under Date the 3d of laft Month, in which he declares his Determination of fup- 

porting the Qrders of the Court of Direftors in my Favour. 


Fort William, 
ift May, 1780. 


I have the Honour, &c. 
(SignedJ 


John Briftow; 


Sli. Com. Rip. V. 
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In the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal ilwir Pi^ic Departs 
the ad, of October 1780 (Appendix, N* 5,. K) it is recorded as follows : 

, “ Mr. Francis moves, That the tith, lalh, and i jth Paragraphs of the Conip.anjF*s General 
“ of the 1 8th July 1777, .ij»d the 149th Paragraph of the General Letter of the ajd December 
“ be now read. 

“ Read the abovementioned 
“ and ajd December 1778. 

“ Mr. Francis moves. That in Obcdicnco.,to the Company’s Orders, Mr. Briftop/be forthwith •> 

“ pointed, and diredled to return, to his Station of Rcfident at Oode j and that Mr. Purling be orderrH 
f to deliver over Charge of the Office to Mr. Bridow immediately on his Arrival, and return himfu 
“ forthtyith to the Pre fidency. ^ 

“ Alfo, that the Governor General be requefted to furnifh Mr. Bridow with the ufoarLetter of Ctc 
“ dcnce to the Nabob Vizier.” 

And after Debate, the Council deferred the further Confideration of Mr. Francis’s Motion until 
To-morrow Morning. 

Accordingly the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, on the jd Oflober 1780 
(Appendix, N* 3. (L) renew the Confideration of Mr. Francis’s Minute recorded on Yederday’s IV 
cceJings, and a Minute delivered in by Sir Eyre Ccote is as follows: 

“ After having created the Board the Trouble of a Second Meeting on theQuedion which formed 
“ the Subjeft of Yederday’s Debate, and for which I trod its Importance, my own Situation at this 
“ Jundure, and my licing without any previous Knowledge until I arrived in Town in the Momine 
that fuch a Bufinefs was likely to come before us, will plead Excufcj it is not my liitention to en! 
“ croach further on their Time by tedious Argument or Difeuffion. 

“ Whild I am bound in Honour by my Opinion, rc..ordecl on the Proceedings of this Board on a 
“ former Occafion, to fupport all Orders received from the Court of Diredors fubfequent to my Ar- 
rival in this Country } 1 neverthelefs hold it a Duty equally incumbent upon me as a Member of this 
“ Adminidration, appointed under the Authority of an Ad of Parliament, and to which Tribunal of 
“ the Britilh Conditution we arc ultimately refponAble for the due Execution of the important Tiuft 
“ committed to our Charge, the Care of the intcreds of the Englilh Nation in India, to judge how 
<< far in following fuch Orders I am likely to injure that drd Objed of our Attention.” 

Upon which Mr. Francis’s Motion was carried in the Affirmative. 

Afterwards the Governor General delivered in the following Minute : 

“ I cannot, conlidcntly with what I confidcr due to the Dignity and Authority of my Public Sta- 
“ tion, and to my own Charader and Feelings as a Man, confent to affix my Signature to the Letters 
“ of Credence or Indrudions of Mr. Bridow as Rcfident at the Court of Oucie. The Court of Direc- 
“ tors, after having, in their firft Indrudions to this Government, exprefsly enjoined every Member of 
“ the Board, not only to be guided by the Voice of the Majority, but aUb to fubferibe to all Letters, 
“ Orders, Ads, and Mealures, refuliing from the Decifions of fuch Majority, have. dace thought 
“ proper to compliment General Clavering and Mr. Francis upon their Departure from this Rule in 
“ Indances where their Sentiments have not accorded with thole of the other Menabers of the Board. 
“ This will be a Judification to me in the Rcfolution I have taken *, for whatever Law is binding on 
“ One Member of the Adminidration, mud certainly be fo to the Whole ; and although it is a La- 
» titude I neither approve, or Ihould in general wilh ro avail myfclf of, yet in this very particular In- 
“ dance I trull 1 (hall dand acquitted not only to my Employers, but to the whole World: Imuft 
therefore defire that the Board will devife fome other Means of notifying Mr. Bridow’s Appoint- 
“ ment to the Vizier. And as they have thought it incumbent on them, as a Point of official Doty, 
to receive and put in force an antiquated Order of the Court of Dire^ors in Favour of Mr. Bridow, 
“ which, for the Rcafons afljgncd in my Minute of Ycderday, will nccelTarily beconfidered by all the 
“ Country Powers as a Simerceffion of my Authority, I am yet W|^g to hope that the Board will 
not only liden to, but afford me their Support in a Motion whiclu (ball beg Leave to make, with a 
“ View to repair the Injury which I conceive my Public Station has 'fuftained, and avert in fom« 
Degree the prejudicial Efiedls which this'Mearure cannot fail' to produce in our AffiairS. 

“ I propole that Mr. Bridow'i Appointment be liilhred folely to ihe,Coodu<ft of fuch Political 
“ Ncgociations, Correfpondence, and Tranfa^lions, as this Government may now, or 4t any future 
Period, be engaged in with the Vizier, and in no Shape whatever to interfere ip any Matters refpeft. 
«♦ ing our pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency \ that a feparftte Agent be.appointed by os to 
“ that Trud, whofe Duty it (bail be to receive, colled, and manage the Tunkabs or Aflignments 
“ which liavc been, or may hereafter be granted by the Nabob for the Liquidation of the Claims 
of this Government upon him ; that he be entrufled with the Adjudmenc of alt Accounts relative to 
“ thel'c Claims wilh the Nabob and his Miniders, with all Difburrements to the Paymaders of the 
“ Company’s Troops dationed in the Dominions of the Vizier, as alfo to his Excellency's own Mi* 
litary Ellablilhment under Britilh Officers, &c. remitting the Refidue of hiSiCpH^ions imtne- 
“ diiuely to us-, and that he be dircdly amenable to our Authority and Orders, and in no Refpeft 
“ wiutever dcpcijident on or ednneded with the Office of tl>e Refidcnt : And as ’Mr. Purling 
“ cannot continue with a diminilbed Commilfion, and as it now becomes more th^n ever necelTary 
“ that I Ihould have afiPerfon in Station in thole Provinces not only in whom I can confide, but 
“ WHO is publicly known to be attached to me, I propofe Mr. Middleton for the above Office; hop* 
“ mg to meet witli the Concurrence and Support of the Board.” 

I ; Which 


Paragraphs of the Company’s General Letters of the 18th July 
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'Which Propofitioo producing a Debate, Sir Eyre Cooteiaid, “ I agree to the Governor Generali 
<* Propofal of the Appointment of Mr. Middleton to the Office mentioned •, not becaUle Mr. Pur- 
“ ling may not continue at Lucknow with a, diminilhed ComnfU&on, but becaufe Mr. Nathaniel 
« “Middletoh is a Perfon publicly known to be attached to the Governor General ■, tlic Ncceffiiy of 
the Times requires an Appearance of that Kind.*’ 

Mr. Wncler oegefted to the Queftion ; and 

Mr. Francis faid, “ The Office deferibed in ti^ Motion is the fame which Mr. Briflow held before, 

« and which has been held fince b|^ Mr. Middleton and Mr. Purling. I know no Reafon why it 
Ihould be diminilhed, and fo materially altered when it is given to Mr. Brittow j I therefore cannot 
“ confent to the Propofition j at the fame Time it is a Matter of Indifference to me by whom the 
“ Duties propofed to be veiled in Mr. Middleton are exertii'ed.” 

Whereupon the Governor General’s Motion was carried in the Affirmative by his Calling 
Voice v and 

It was Refolved accordingljr, “ That Mr, Brillow’s Appointment be limited folcly to the Conduft 
« of fuch Political Negociations, Correfpondence* and Tranfaiflions, as this Government may now, 

“ or at any other Period be engaged in with the Vizier j and that he in no Shape whatever interfere 
u in any Matters refpefting our pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency.” 

It was allb Refolved, “ That Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be appointed Agent on the Part of this 
“ Government for receiving, collefting, and managing the Tunkahs or Alfignmcnts which have 
“ been, or may hereafter be, granted by the Nabob for the Liquidation of the Claims of this Go- 
vernment upon him i that he be entrullcd with the Adjuftment of all Accounts relative to thefe 
“ Claims with the Nabob and his Mioillcrs, with all Dilburfements to the Paymallcrs of the Com- 
« pany's Troops Rationed in the Dominions of the Vizier, as alfo to His Excellency’s own Military 
“ Ellablilhments under Britilh Officers, &c. remitting the Kefniuc of the Colleiilions immediately to 
“ us J and that he be diretflly anfwerable to our Authority ancT Orders, and in no Rerpedt whatever dc- 
pendent on or connedlcd with the Office of Refident.” 

Mr. Francis moves, “ That as the Governor General declines figning the Letter of Credence for Mr. 

“ Brillow, Mr. Briftow’s Appointment may be communicated to Mr. Purling by the Board, with Di- 
“ redlions to make it known to the Vizier j” which was agreed to, and it was ordered, “ That Mr. 

“ Charles Purling be diredled to deliver over Charge of all the Papers of the Office hitherto held 
“ by him, which have a Relation to the Office to which Mr. BriRow has been appointed, to Mr. 

“ Briftow, and that be be diredlcd to deliver overcharge to Mr. Nathaniel Middleton of all the 
“ Papers and Accounts of the Office hitherto held by him, which have Relation to the Office to 
“ which Mr. Middleton is appointed, together with the Balance of Calh in his Handsd* 

The Governor General and Council, in their Secret Letter from Bengal to the Court of Diredlors, 
of the 13th of Odlobcr 1780 (Appendix N” 3. (P) fay, “ That a Motion having been made at one 
“ of our late Me^ingS for the Re-appointment of Mr. Briftow to the Office of Refident at the 
“ Vizier’s Court, agreeable to your Orders of the 4th July 1777, and a 3d December 1778} and 
“ this C^eftion having occafioned fome Debate, we beg Leave to refer you to the Proceeding 
“ noted in the Margin for every Information we can give you on the Subjeft of it : Mr. Briftow Ts 
“ appointed Refident at His Excellency’s Court for the Purpfe of managing and conducing fuch ’ * ‘ 

“ Political Negociations, Correfpondence, and Tranfaftions, as this Government may now or at any 
“ future Period be engaged in with the Vizier j and Mr. Nathaniel Middleton is appointed to be 
“ Agent on the Part of this Government for receiving, colletfling, and managing the Tunkahs or 
“ Afllgnmcnts which have been, or may hereafter be granted by the Nabob of Oude for the Liqui- 
“ elation of our Claims upon him \ he is entrufted alfo with the Adjuftment of all Accounts relative 
“ to thefe Claims with the Nabob and his Minifters,. with all Dilburfements to the Paymafters of 
“ the Company’s Troops ftadoned in the Dominions of the Vizier, as alfo to His lixcellcncy’s own 
“ Military Eftablilhment il^der Britifli Officers, and direftly amenable to our Authority and 
“ Orders.” 

And in their General Letter of the 29th of November 1780 (Appendix N” 3. (Q) Par. 48, they 
fay, “ The Advices tranfmicted to you by the Trial Packet will have informed you of a Motion 
“ made on the zd Oftober by Mr. Francis, That Mr. John Briftow be appointed and direfted 
“ to return to his Station of Refident at Oude •, of the Debates which followed the Motion •, of the 
“ Appointment of Mr. Briftow accordingly i and of the Nomination of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton 
“ to be Collcdlor of the Nabob Vizier’s Atlignments to the Honourable Company : Wc will not 
“ here repeat the Subjcfl, but refer you for a further Explanation of it to our Letter by the Trial 
“ abovementioned, and to our Proceedings of the zd and 3d ultimo.” 

The Court of Directors, in their General Letter to the Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
of tlie nth of April 1781 (Appendix N* 3.- (Q) Par. 15, fay, “ Wc truft Mr. Briftow, who 
" concluded the Treaty with Afuf iil Dowlah in June 1775, would arrive in Bengal foon after the 
“ Date of your laft Confultations j and as in confequcncc of our Orders he would alfo proceed im- 
“ mediately to the Vizier’s Court, we entertain the inoft favourable Expectations of his being able 
“ to conciliate the Mind of the Vizier, and to aflift him efFcilually in arranging and reftoring his 
“ Finances to a more flourilhing Condition.” 

And in order to give the Houfe the fulleft Information poffiblc, Your Committee have thought it 
necelTary to fubjoin a compicat Copy of the Proceedings rtfpefting Mr, Briftow, in the Appen- 
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Your Conwntttee then proceeded to ejtaiuine into the 
General tAd Councii* in the Gs(e of Mr. Francis Fowke ; 

That on the i6th Auguft ^5 (Appendi* N^. (A 
Council General to proceed to Benares for the Pufpofes 
That InftruAions be prepared for him accordingly, wi 

Your Committee find, That on the ad DecembefiyTfi (Appendix, N* 4. (C) che'CiWttiJ^ General 
moved, That Mr. Francis Fowke be recalled from Benares, and his vofncttiffioh MnnuwQ|. the c)i- 

prefs Purpofes thereof having been accompliflicd. 

Refolvcd, That the Motion propofed by the Governor Gcncrd be cornea In thfc jAffirmi- 

Vour Committee find. That General Clavering, in an Extraft of a LCftfr to tho CoOh of Direc- 
tors, of the 5th December 1776 (Appendix N*4- (D) thought it nccclTary to give an Manation of 
his Conduft concerning his Opinion of the Removal of Mr. Biillow from the Pot OfRdldeni with 
the Viaicr, and the Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke from Benares. ^ 

Your Com/nittee find the following Extrad of the Secret LOttfr froin, ‘Bengal, no ■pecember 

1776 (Appendix N* 4. (E) ’ ; ' ' ^ ^ 

« Par. 6. The Purpofes for which Mr. Francis FoWke was apfpotnted to proceed lo Rajah Cheyt 
Sing at Benares, being now fully accomplilhed, #c have annulled his Cdmmiflion, and Ordered 
“ him to return to the Prefidency.” 

And your Committee obferve, That on the Day after the Date of this DjfpitCT tb the Court 
of Directors, the Council General, on a Motion made by the Govefnolr General (Appendix 
N° 4. (f) 

“ Refolved, That a Civil Servant of the Company be appointed tb refide at Benares on the Parc of 
“ this Government, for the Purpofe of tranfafting any occafional Bufioefs Which may arife between 
“ this Government and the Rajah of Benares*” ^ 

“ Agreed, That Mr. Thomas Graham be nominated to this Office, and that Mr. Daniel Barwell 
** be appointed his ABirtant.” 

And this Refolution was communicated in a Letter to the Court of Direftors, dated the 6th Ja- 
. nuary 1777 (Appendix N” 4. (G.) . ^ , 

« Par. ij. We have thought it proper to appoint a Company’s Servant to refide at Benares, for 
the Purpofe of tranfafting any occafional Bufinefs that n>ay arife between this Government and 
*♦ Rajah Cheyt Sing. This Appmntment has been given to Mr. Thomas Graham j and Mr. D. 0 . 
“ Barwell has been nominated his Afliftant.** 

Your Committee find. That on the 30th January 1778, the Court of Diredtors thus eltpreffed their 
Sentiments and Orders to the Council General, concerning th^/Rb^tt of Mf. Fbwkc (Appendix 

N*4. (H.) ' ' - 

“ Par. 65. In your Secret Letter of the 19th of December fy76,.yba'irifomi us, tlui| the Pur- 
« pofes for' which Mr. Francis Fowke was appointed to proceed to Bejiaibf being fully aceomplilhed, 
. ^ you had annulled his CommilTion, and ordered him to fhc PrefidcrtCyi ^btlt it appears, by your 
‘‘ Letter of the 6th January 1777, that in lefs than Twenty Days you diought proper to appoint 
Mr. Thomas Graham to refide at Benares, and Mr. mnin OdlaVUs Barwell to be his 
Affiftant.” 

“ Par. 66. If it were poffible to fuppofc that a Saving to the Company had been ^our Mo- 
•* ,tive for annulling Mr. Fowke’s Commiflion, we (hould have approved 'your Proceedings ; but 
‘‘ when we find Two Perfons appointed immediately afterward.s, with Two Salaries, to execute an 
Office which had been filled with Reputation by Mr. Fowke alone, and that Mr. Graham enjoys 
“ all the Emoluments annexed to the'Office of Mr. Fowke, we muft ^of Opinion that Mr. Fowke 
“ was removed without juft Caufc, to make room for Mr. Graham •, wd that 'the Addition of Mr. 
“ Barwcll’s Salary is a clear Lofs of Three hundred Rupees per Month to the Company.” 

“ Par. 67. As it was not pretended that Mr. Fowke’s CondudI had been exceptionAble ; as he 
“ had executed, with the greateft Puhdluality ai^ Exaftnefc, the like Office to which you have now 
«» appointed Mr. Graham •, and as the Diflent of Mr. Francis and the Proteft of General Clavering 
“ on the Qccafion had no Effedl, we think it proper to interfere t and therefore diredl that Mr. 
“ Francis Fowke be immediately rc»inftated in his Office of Refident and Poft-imfter at Benares* 
« We, however, think proper to declare. That though we mean by this Order to do an AA of 
<< public Juftice, we by no Means intend it as a Mark of Difapprobation of the Condudl of Mr. 
‘‘ Graham, whom we believe to be a very dei'erving Servant of the Company.” 

Your Committee 'find. That on the aoth July, the Sentiments and Orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors were taken Into Confideration by the Council General (Appendix N’ 4. (IJ And that the Houfc 
may be enabled to form a Judgment of the Sentiments of the feveral Members concerning the Obe- 
dience due to the Orders of the Court of Direftors, Your Commktre have entered at large the feve- 
ral Opinions of the Members of the Council General upon this Subject. 

** Governor General->-I muft requeft chat the Board will fufpend the Execution of this Order^ 
« The Spirit and Intentiln of it is evident, and publicly known both in England and here. With 
thefe Confidcrations in View, my Confent to the Recall of Mr. Graham would be adequate to my 
♦« own Rcfignation of the Service, becaufe it would kiflift fach Wound in my Authority and 
c “ Influence, 


DifobediOnce’of Ordeirs by ti/G^Veroor 
and Your Comthtf tec find, " 

} Mr. Francis Fowkt WAS 

already rdl^ad dn j and 

th a Letter of Credeiioe’to Cheyt 
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*« Influence, that I could not maintain it. In the Courfc of a few Dayt we may expeft to hear of 
« the Refolotions which have been taken by our Superiors, and of the Appointments which have 
♦« been made to fill ihe Vacancy occalioncd in this Government by the Death of the late Sir John 
Clavering: Thcfc will be likcwiie decifive of my own Situation in the Service. I need not fay 
more to urge the Propriety of I'ufpending the Execution of this Order of the Court of Directors. 
“ Mr. Tbompfon, In his Letter irom Marfeillcs, dated the 1 8th of April, mentions that a Packet, 
» containing the News of the General’s Death, had been difpatched to L.ondon from that Port, 
from His. Majefty’s Agent there. Seven Days before, and it is probable that the Swallow car- 
“ ried this Intelligence earlier ; we may therefor^ expeft that the Caranja, which was to depart 
“ from Suez immediately on Receipt of the Confirmation of the War, will bring us thole decifive 
Orders which 1 look for-, and thefe may arrive To-morrow, or in the Courfc of a very few 
« Days.” 

“ Mr. Francis — The Court of Direftors order Mr. Francis Fowke to be immediately re-inftated 
“ in his Office. 

“ To fufpertd the Execution of fiich an Order, is to difobey it. In another Parc of the fame 
Letter (Par. 41) they fay, “ We can on no Account permit our Orders to be difobeyed, and our 
“ Authority difregarded.” When the Company’s Orders to me are clear and pofitive, I do not deem 
“ myfelf at Liberty to withhold my Obedience to them on any Confidcration whatever ■, unicfs a 
new Situation of AlFairs, unknown to and unforefeen by the Court of Direftors, fliould make it 
« impradlicablc or dangerous to carry them into Execution : I am therefore againft the Motion.” 

“ Mr, Wheler — I am of Opinion that the Order fhould be immediately carried into Execution.” 

“ Mr. Barwell— While Mr. Haftings is in the Government, the Refpeft and Dignity of his 
« Station ■ ffiould be fupported j in thcfc Sentiments I muft decline an Acquicfcence in any Order 
“ which has a Tendency to bring the Government into Difrepuce. As the Company have the Means 
“ and the Power of forming their own Adminiflration in India, they may at their PJeafure place 
“ whom they pleafe at the Head j but, in my Opinion, they are not authorized to treat a Pcrlbn in 
« that Poll with Indignity.” 

“ Rclolved, That the Execution of this Order be fufpended.” 

“ Mr. Francis — I beg Leave to enter my Diflcnt to this Refolution.” 

Your Committee find. The following Application from Mr. Francis Fowke to the Secretary of 
the Council, (Appendix, N* 4 J) and his Reply to that Application, (Appendix, N° 4. (K.) 


“ Sir, “ Calcutta 2 ill July 1778. 

“ My Friends in England having tranfmitted to me a Notification in Form, which they have 
“ received, importing, that an Order of the Honourable the Court of Dircflors, for my inllant Rc- 
“ appointment to the Poft of Refidcnt at Benares, was tranfmitted by the Governor ; and a confide- 
“ rable Time being now clapfed fince the Receipt of the Packet-, 1 humbly requeft of the Honourable 
“ Board, that I may be informed of any Rcfoliltions which may have pafled in conlequcncc of the 
‘‘ above Order, and that I may be furnilhed with a Copy of their Proceedings upon the Subjeft.’’ 


“To Mr. Francis Fowke. 

“ Sir, 

“ In confequcnce of your Addrefs to the Honourable the Governor General and Council, requeft- 
“ ing to be informed of any Rcfolutions which may have paflccl on tlie Orders of the Court of 
“ Direftors refpeding you, and to be furnilhed with a Copy of the Proceedings upon the Subjeft, 
” I am direfted to tranfmit you the inclofcd Extrafl of the Confultation 20th Inflanc, 

“ Council Chamber, t-jt 

“ the 29ih July 1778.” 

And Your Committee find fhe following Proceedings' in the Confultation of 20th July 17?8. 

“ Read the General Letter, dated the 30th January laft, received from the Honourable the 
“ Court of Diredors by the Grolvenor and Ofterly. 

“ Par. 64, 65, 66, and 67, Refolved, That the Execution of this Order be fufpended.” 

Your Committee alfo find a Letter to the Governor General and Council from Mr. Francis Fowke, 
humbly fetting forth to them, the Injury he fuffers by their Non-execution of the Company’s 
Orders; and which Letter is inferted in the Appendix (N" 4. (L.) 

Your Committee alfo find the Governor General and Council Hate the Sulpcnfion of their Or- 
ders in the following Extraft of their Letter of the 17th Auguft 1778, to the Court of DircAors 
(Appendix, N" 4. (M.J 

“ Par. 25. We have refolved to fufpend the Execution of that Part of your Commands, dated 
“ 30th January laft, which relate to Mr. Francis Fowke ; and muft beg Leave to refer you to 
“ our Records for the Motives which fwayed with us in this Inftancc.” 

Yopr Committee find, That on the ift April 1779* (Appendix, N* 4. (O) Mr. Francis 
moved, That the 65th, 66th, and 67th Par. of the Company’s General Letter of the 30th January 
1778, and the Proceedings of the Board of the 20th July i 77 ®» be then read, 

StL. Com. Rep, V. E After 
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After vaiious Opinions given by the feveral Members, Your Committee find, that the Board 
“ Rcfolved, That the IJecifion of the Qucfiion propofcd by Mr. Francis, be fufpcnded until the 
next Meeting of the Board in this Department,” 

Your Committee alfo find, That on the 5th April 1779, the Board relumed the Confideration 
of Mr. Francis’s Motion. The feveral Opinions of the Members will be found in the Appendix, 
In'* 4. (F.) A Negative was put on Mr. Francis’s Motion j and on the zad of April, the Governor 
General and Council thus write to the Court of Diredors, (Appendix, N* 4. (Q^) 

“ Par. 12. A Motion was made at one of our Meetings, That the Orders contained in the 
“ 65th, 66tli, and 67th Paragraphs of your General Letter of the 30th January 1778, (hould be 
“ carried into Execution : '1 he Queftion was rcfolved in the Negative ’, and wc beg Leave to 
“ refer you to our Proceedings on this Subjed for your more particular Infbrmatfon.” 

Your Committee find, That. on the 27th May 1779, the Court of Diredors write lo the Go- 

vci nor General and Council, (Appendix, N* 4. (K) 

“ Par. 4. In Anfwcr to the 25ih Paragraph of your Letter of the 17th Auguft laft, refpeding 
“ the Appointment wc afligned to Mr. Francis Fowke, wc only remark, that as the Confiiltations 
“ are not yet before us, wc mull defer our Dccifion on the Subjcd, and hcipc the Rcafons which 
“ iwayed you fo far as to induce you to fufpend the Execution of a pofitivc and peremptory Or- 
“ dcr of the Court of Dircdors, will be found fufficient to jufiify your Condtid on that extraor- 


“ dinary Occafion.” 

And Your Committee obferve. That on the 27th May 1779, the Court of Dircdors thus exprefs 
their Sentiments and Orders, (Appendix, N" 4* S). 

“ f’ar. 40.. We have read with Aftoniflimcnt your formal Refolution to fufpend the Execution 
of our Orders relative to Mr. Francis Fbwke; your I’rcKecdings at large are now before us. 
“ We fhall take fuch Meafures as appear neceflary for preferving the Authority of the Court of 
“ Dircdors, and for preventing fuch Inftancts of dired and wilful Difobcdience in our Servants 
“ in Time to come. At preient we repeat the Commands contained in the 67th Paragraph of 
“ our Letter of the 30th January 1778, and dired, that they be carried into immediate Exis- 

•• cution.” _ 

Your Committee find. That on the 27th February 1780, (Appendix, N" 4. (T) the Governor 
General and Council, having perufed the Company’s Orders of the 27th May 1779, 

“ Agreed, That Mr. Francis Fowke be appointed Rcfident at Benares, in Conformity to the 
“ Intention of the Court of Dircdors ; and that Mr. Thomas Graham be direded to deliver over 
« the Charge of that Office to him on his Arrival there.” 

And on the 3d March 1780^ Your Committee find the following Paragraph from the Council 
General to the Court of Dircdors, (Appendix, N" 4 (U). 

“ Par. 46. Wc have the Honour to acquaint you. That in Conformity to your laft Commands 
“ oftheayihMay 1779, Mr. Francis Fowke has been appointed Rcfident at Benares, and Mr. 
“ Thomas Graham recalled from the Station.” 

Your Committee alfo find. That on the 14th January 1781, the following Minute is entered on 
Confultation by the Governor General, (Appendix, N* 4 (V). 

“ Governor General — While this Government is charged with fuch extenfive Concerns, and 
“ hath to contend with Difficulties equal perhaps with thofe in which even the Supreme Admini- 
“ flration of the Britifli Empire is at this Moment involved, it may at leaft claim as a Right, 
“ which, under any other Syftem of Government that hath ever yet cxifted, would be conferred 
“ on it as an indifpenfable Obligation, to employ and cxercife the Powers which are inherent in its 
“ Conftitution, and which arc immediately neceflary to the Support, and eventually to the Ex- 
“ iftence, of thofe eflential Interefts which it holds in Charge. On this Principle, 1 claim the 
“ Right of nominating the Agent of my own Choice to the Rcfidcncy of Benares. It is a rc- 
“ prefentative Station, and cannot, without a Contradidion, be thq^^ Charge of a Man not pre- 
” fciably chofen to it by the Members of the adual Government, and holding it by an Authority 
“ independent of theirs. Speaking for myfclf alone, it may be fufficieftt to affirm that Mr. 
“ Francis Fowke is not my Agent } that I cannot give him my Confidence ; that while he con* 
“ tinues at Beriares, he ftands as a Screen between the Rajah and this Government, Inftead of an 
“ Inflrument of Controul ; and that the Rajah hirofclf, and every Chief in Indoftan, will regard it 


as the Pledge arid Foundation of his Independence. 

“ To Mr. Fowke himfclf I have no perfonal Objedion; I approve his Condud, and efteem his 
Charadcr j and I believe I might depend upon his exad and literal Obedience and Fidelity in the 
Execution of the Fundions annexed to it. My Objedion is ftated above, and it is infuperable. 

“ The Perfon whpm I havcchofch tofuccccd him, 1 confider as ftanding in the fame Degree of 
Confidence and Eftimation with Mr. Wheleras myfelf. I adopted him (if I may fo exprefs my* 
fclf) from his Family and Patronage, and affigned him an Office of the higheft Truft near my 
own Perfon, with Mr. Whelcr’s Approbation •, and from a Forefight of the Event which has fine® 
made us the Copartners of this Government, and which foggefted to me the Propriety of employing 
fuch Agents as would be agreeable to him, while they poflelfed the other Requifites for my own 
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“ i therefore think him, on every Confideration, the fitteft to fill the Office in queftion. 1 tncrc- 
fore move, that Mr. Francis Fowk,c be Immediately removed from the Refidency of Benares > and 
that Mr. Markliam may be appointed to it in h|5 ftead. While 
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c< While i thus acquit myfdfof what I conceive to be a i*u|?lic Duty, it ts my Dclirc at the Uint 
« Time to indemnify Mr. Fowke front the Confequences perfonally attending jt towards liint. 1 
“ therefore move. That he be at the fame Time inverted with the Appointment of Agent for all Boats 
“ to be employed for the Military Service of this Ertablilhment, with an Allowance of a Commiflion 
“ of 1 $ P®*’ Cent, upon all his Difburfements in this Office, that the executive Charge thereof take 
“ place from the Period of the Expiration of Colonel Morgan’s prefent Contraft •, and that till tliat 
“ Time, and for Three Months following it, he be allowed to draw his prefent Allowance of looo 
“ Rupees per Month. 

“ I propofe this Method in Preference to a Contraft, becaufe I am convinced from Experience 
“ that the Service will be better performed by this Alteration, although it is liable to One material 
« Objection in its natural Influence in his Expences. This is a Defcif which can only be correfted 
“ by the Probity of the Perfon who is intrurted with fo important a Charge ; and I am willing to have 
“ it underftood as a Proof of the Confidence which I repofe in Mr. F'owkc, that 1 have propofed his 
“ Appointment, in Oppofition to a general Principle, to a Truft fo conftituted.” 

And Your Committee find the following Extrad of a Letter from the Council General to the Court 
ofbircaors, dated 3d February 1781, (Appendix, N" 4 (W.) 

“ Mr. Francis Fowke recalled from Benares, and appointed Agent for the Provifion of Boats to 
“ the Army, after the Expiration of the prefent Contrafl. Mr. Maikham appointed Rcfidcnt at 
“ Benares.” 

Your Committee then examined Sir William James, Bart, a Member of Your Committee, who 
was Chairman of the Eaft India Company in the Year 1779, upon the fame Subjeft who being alked, 
Whether he was Chairman of the Eaft India Company from April 1779 to^ April 1780 ? he laid, He 
was— And being alked. Whether he concurred in a Letter to>the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal, of the 14th of May 1779, in which is contained the following Paragraph : “ N° 4. In Anfwef 
“ to the 25th Paragraph of your Letter of the 17th of Auguft lart, refpefting the Appointment 
“ we afllgncd to Mr. Francis Fowke, we only remark, that as the Confultations arc not yet before us, 
“ we mull defer our Decifion on the Subjed, and hope the Reafons which fwayed you, fo f.ir as to in- 
“ ducc you to fufpend the Execution of a pofitive and peremptory Order of the Court of Diredors, 
“ will be found fufficient to juftify your Condudl on that extraordinary Occafion ?” he faid, Yes— 
And being alfo alked. Whether he did likewife concur in a Letter to the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, of the 27th of May 1779, in which is contained the following Paragraph, “ N° 40. 
“ We have read with Aftonilhment your formal Refolution to fufpend the Execution of our Orders 
“ relative to Mr. Francis Fowke } your Proceedings at large arc now before us j we lhall take fuch 
“ Meafures as appear necertary for preferving the Authority of the Court of Diredors, and for pre- 
“ venting fuch Inftanccsof dired and wilful Difobedicnce in our Servants in Time to come; at pre- 
“ fent we repeat the Commands contained in the 67th Paragraph of our Letter of the 30th of 
“ January 1778, and dired that they be carried into immediate Execution?” he faid, On account 
of a very ill State of Health he was not prelent at the Writing of that Letter — Being alked, Whether 
he did not conceive that the Court of Diredors at that Period entertained Sentiments of very high 
Difpleafure againft the Members of their Council General alluded to in the above Paragraphs ? he 
laid, Yes, he conceives they did, on account of Difobedience of Orders — Being alked. Whether it 
did not appear that fuch repeated Ads of Difobedience rendered nugatory the Authority ot the Court 
of Diredors ? he faid. No, he certainly did not think fo ; becaufe, from a Repetition of the Orders, 
he liad no Doubt but they would have conformed and aded in Obedience to them — -Being alked. 
Whether he concurred in the Sentiments which he mentioned to have prevailed in the Court 
of Diredors, on the Subjed of Difobedience to their Orders ? he faid, He did, and felt very 
gieat Difpleafure himfclf at their not being complied with, refpeding Mr. Fowke— Being alked. 
Whether the Repetition of Orders has anfwcrcd his Hopes and Expedations ? he laid, In Confe- 
quence of a Repetition of Orders, he underftands Mr. Fowke was appointed to the Office dircdlcd by 
the Court of Diredors — Being alK^d, Whether it appears by the latcft Advices from India, that Mr, 
Fowke is ftill in that Office ? he faid, No, he is not — He was then alked. Whether Mr. Fowke has 
been removed by his own Confenr, or promoted to a higher Employment ? he faid. Not as he knows 
of— Being alked. Whether Mr. Haftings has informrd the Court of Diredors, or any of them, that 
Mr. Fowke is removed from the Office to which they had appointed him ? he faid. He thinks he has ; 
at Icart he is certain that it is come to their Knowledge that he is removed — Being alked. Whether 
that Removal is not a new Ad of Difobedience to the Orders of the Diredors ? he faid, Undoubt- 
edly it is departing from their Orders— Being alked. What Meafures the Court of Diredors' have 
taken fi nee May 1779, to preferve their Authority, and to prevent fuch Inftances of dired and 
Difobedience in their Servants for the Time to come ? he laid. He has obferved before, that he had 
no Doubt but from a Repetition of their Orders, that their Servants would ad in Obedience to tl^m . 

1 he Court of Diredors have fince written in ftrong and pofitive Terms upon many Points, to enforce 
Obedience to their Orders — Being alked. Whether it was from any Experience of the habitual Obe- 
dience of the Company’s Servants in Bengal, that he took it for granted that a Repetition ^f *hc 
Orders would be fully complied with ? he faid. He cannot fay it was j but he had no Idea that Men 
could continue to perfevere in Difobedience of Orders when they had been fo fevcrely reprehenaed tor 
i:— Being alked, Whether he had not Rcafon to know, that other Orders of the Company, cqu^iy 
pofitive, had been difobeyed ? he laid, No, he thinks in none fo ftrong as in the Inftance ot Mr. 
towke-— Being aiked, Whether he haS| in any of ihc Minutes of Confultation of the Governor 
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and Cooncil, obterv eel, tKat the Principle of Difobedience has been avowed andjuftiBed? he 
So far as fufpentlii)<' the carrying into immediate Execution the Orders of the Company* 
he has. 

Tncn the Minute of Mr. Harwell recorded in Confultation of the ift of April 1779 was read- 
and Sir William James was then afleed, Whether that Minute, avowing a Principle of Dif! 
obedience to the Orders of the Company by the Members of the Council whenever they 
thought the Dignity of the Governor General affefted by thofe Proo^^ings, did not call for fome 
Proceedings upon the Subjed by the Diredors, to vindicate their owit Authority ? he faid. He thinkj 
it was a Mrafurc highly to be difapproved of— Being afleed, Whether any Proceedings were had 
upon that Subjed by the Court of Diredors ? he faid, He does not prccifcly recoiled what was done 
particularly upon that Subjed, but will refer to the Letters that were written in confequcnce— . 
Being afked, Whether there w^gre not other Ads of Difobedience in Bengal juftified upon a fimilar 
Principle ? he faid. He believes there were — Being alked, Whether he does not underftand, that 
by the Regulating Ad of 1773, the Governor General and Council of Bengal are direded to obey 
the Orders which they were to receive from the Court of Diredors ? he faid, Certainly — Being 
afked, Whether it has not been ufual before that Ad paBed, for the Company’s Servants openly to 
avow a Principle of Difobedience to the Company’s Orders, and to record it on their Coniultations ? 
he faid. He believes not — Being afked. Whether he can allign any other Realon why the Court of 
Diredors did not proceed according to their Letter of the 27th of May, except what he has exprefled 
in his former Anfwer ? he faid. He cannot — Being afked. Whether Year after Year repeated Cen- 
furcs have not been lent out by the Court of Diredors againft certain Ads of the Bengal Govern, 
ment ? he faid, He believes many — Being afked. Whether the Court of Diredors did not find that 
thofe Cenfnrcs tended to leflcn the Principle and Pradicc of Difobedience in their Servants? he faid, 
He docs not think tha^ they did — Being afked. If the Britifh Subjeds and Natives of Bengal find 
the Orders of the Court of Diredors dilobeyed, to what Authority does he think they would look 
up ? he faid, He cannot anfwer that Qitcftion, becaufe he cannot conceive that they •woul^ confidcr 
the Orders of the Court of Diredors of no Effed — Being afked, Whether the 40th Paragraph of the* 
General Letter to Bengal of the 2 7th of May 1779, before fet forth, was written without his Knowledge 
and Approbation ? he faid. He was fo ill at that Time, that he could not attend the India Houfe; 
nor is he certain whether that Letter was brought to him for Approbation i if it had, he certainly 
Ihould have concurred. 

And that the Houfe may be better enabled to form a Judgment upon this Matter, Your Com. 
niittcc have thought it neceflary to fubjoin a complcat Copy of the Proceedings lelpeding Mr. 
Fowke in the Appendix, N* 4. 

The Minute of Mr. Harwell of 20th July 1778, refpeding the Re-inflatement of Mr. Fowke, 
contained Sentiments fo repugnant to the Obedience due to that Power which by Law he was 
bound to obey, that Your Committee cannot avoid pointing it out to the Attention of the Houfe, 
more particularly as in the Courfc of their inveftigation they have found Opinions recorded by Mr. 
Barwell of a very oppofitc Nature, and which they now alfo fubmit to the Houfe. 

It appears by the Confultations of the 27th June 1770, that upon fome DilTereiice in Opinion 
betwixt the Prefident and Members of the Selcd Committee and of the Council of Bengal, whicli of 
thofe Boards was authorized to carryYcrtain Inflrudfions of the Court of Dirc( 5 tors into Execution, 
that Mr. Harwell, then a Member of the Council of Fort William, propofed the following Quci- 
tion : 


How far is every Member of the Board refpon- 
fible for Orders tranfmitted by the Court of Di- 
reftors to the Governor and Council ? or, in 
what Degree reprehenfiblc for acquiefeing in an 
Authority alTumed by the Seleft Committee to 
debate upon the Propriety of enforcing, or not 
enforcing, the faid Orders ? 

Mr. Barwcll’s Opinion is, that Orders from 
Mailers to Servants, imply an Expedation of 
Obedience. That Servants will be deemed 
blameworthy, Ihould Complaifance to Fellow- 
Servants induce them to refer the Execution of 
the Company’s Orders to Perfons not intrufted 
therewith by the Company. 


Mr. Barwcll’s Minute of the 20th July i77?» 
upon the Governor General’s Motion to 
fufpend the Orders of the Court of Di* 
redors relative to Mr. Fowkes’s Appoint- 
ment to Benares. 

While Mr. Haftings is in the Government, 
the Refped and Dignity of his Station Ihould be 
fupported i in thele Sentiments I muft decline 
an Acquicfcence in any Order which has a 1 en- 
dcncy to bring the Government into Difrepotf- 
As the Company have the Means and the Power 
of forming their own Adminiftration in Indui 
they may at their Plcafure place whojp tbey 
plcafc at the Head ■, but, in my Opinion, they 
are not authorized to treat a Perfon in that 1 0 
with Indignity. 


In the fame Confultation, Mr. Barwell propofed a Third Qucllion, Whether the 
to ad conformably to what appears to be the Intention' of the Company, which Intention, * 
ferves, is too ftrongly pointed out for the Board to miftake it ? , 

9 
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Mr. Barwell is of Opinion, that it is the Duty of the B«ard to fulfil the Company’s ExpciU^ 
tions, and not to objetfl againft the Mode by which they are exprefled. 

Ybur Committee find, That the Court of Dircdors thought the Reafoning of Mr. Barwell, in 
the Year tyyo, upon the Subjeft of the Obedience due to their Orders, to be io juft, that they ma- 
nifefted the fevereft Marks of their Rcfentment againft their Prefident of Fort William, John ' 
Cartier, Efquirc, by remo*ji||||g him from his Government, bccaufe he had j'ulpended the Execution 
of their Orders until the Arrival of expefted Advices from England-, they al lb difmiflcd Richard 
Bechcr, Efquire, one of the Members of their Seled Committee ; and degraded Claud Ruirdl, 
and Charles Floyer, Efquires, Two other Members of the faid Committee, for the fame Offence, by 
fending them to Fort Saint George. 

Your Committee then examined Sir William James, Baronet, a Member of Your Committee, 
concerning the Difmiflion of Servants of the Company for Difobedience of Orders, previous to 
the Regulating Aft of 1773 ^ who being alked. Whether he was in the Direftion before the Regu- 
lating Aft of 1773 ^ faid, He was — And being alked. Whether at that Time Afts of Difobedience 
to the Orders of the Court of Direflors were followed by any Marks of their Rcfentment ? he faid. 

He believes the Direftors condufted themfelves in fuch a Manner, as to prove their Authority in 
the good Government of their Servants Abroad — Being aflted, Whether Mr. Cartier, the Prede- 
ccflbr of Mr. Haftings in the Government of Bengal, was not difmifled from his Station for re- 
tarding the Execution of the Company’s Orders ? he faid. Yes — Being afked, Whether Mr. Be- 
cher, one of the Members of the Council, was not difmifled at the fame Tune, and for the fame 
Caufe ? he faid. He thinks he was — Being alked, Whcrfler MclTrs. Ruflcll and Floyer were not re- 
moved from tWir Seats, as Counfellors at Fort William and Members of the Sclcd Committee 
there, and ordered to a fubordinate Rank on the Madras Eftablilhment, for the fame Offence i* he faid. 

He cannot fay pofitively as to their Rank, but they were ordered from Bengal to Fort Saint George 
. — Being alked, Whether he recollefts what were the Orders, the Execution of whicli were retarded 
by the above-mentioned Gentlemen ? he faid, He cannot exaftly recoiled them — Being afked, Wlic- 
thcr Commiflioners, appointed by the Company, with extcnfive Powers, were not at that Time on their 
PalTage to India ? he laid, They were — Being alked, Whether he conceives that any very material Pre- 
judice would have arifen to the State, by retarding the Execution of thole Orders until the Arrival of 
the expeded Commiflioners, or until the Orders of the Company Ihould arrive, as they were expeded 
in the Courfe of Three Months? he faid, He believes it was lb confidcred by the Court of Dircdors—- 
Being alked, Whether there was not then a Difpute between the Selcd Committee at Bengal and the 
Council at large, concerning the Powers of the Committee ? he faid, Yes — Being alked, Whether it 
was not a Contention between them, by whofe Authority the Orders of the Company Ihould be car- 
ried into Execution ? he faid, He believes it was — Being alked, Whether the Court of Dircdors did 
confider the Delay in the Execution of their Orders, as a wilful and intentional Difobedience, or how 
otherwife ? he faid, They confidcred it as a Difobedience— Being afked, In what Light did the 
Court of Dircdors confider the general Charadcr and Condud of their Governor, Mr, Cajtier ? 
he faid. His Opinion of him is contained in a Letter dated tte 5th of April 1771 (Appendix, N" 12) 

— Being alked, Whether that finglc Ad of Difobedience was not the Caufe afligned for his Re- 
moval, notwithftanding the general Goodnefs of his Charadcr, and Length of Services ? he faid, 
He believes it fo appears by the Letter alluded to. 

And in order to Ihcw the Houfe that Mr. Cartier was a Servant in high Eftimation with the Di- 
redors, and that he, was difmifled for this finglc Ad of Difobedience, the Committee have inferred 
the following Orders of the Court of Dircdors, dated the 25th April 1771, to the Prefident and 
Council of Fort William ; 

“ We are truly forry, after Raving entertained the higheft Opinion of the Abilities and good Con- 
“ dud of our Prefident, Mr. i^artier, that he Ihould in any Shape incur our Difpleafure but we 
“ cannot pafs over his late Condud, in joining in a Refolution to retard the Execution of our Orders, 

“ which if they had been vigoroully enforced would, we cannot doubt, have tended much to the 
“ public Wclrare, and refleded Honour on every Individual who might have had the Execution of 
“ them. We therefore dired that Mr. Cartier do continue in the Government of our Prcfidcncy 
“ of Fort William till the Departure of the laft Ship of the Seafon for Europe after the Arrival ot 
“ Mr. Haftings in Bengal, on or before which Time it is our Pleafure that Mr. Cartier do refign 
“ that Government to Mr. Haftings.” • 

And that the Houfe may be enabled to form a complete Judgment of the Sentiments of die Dircdors 
of this Eaft India Company, upon this Point,Your Committee refer them to the Appendix, N* 12. 

Mr. Francis, in his Evidence, having dated to the Committee that Mahomed Reza Cawn was dil- 
mlfled by the Governor General and Council from his Office of Naib Soubah in February 1778, in 
which he had been confirmed by the exprefs and particular Orders of the Court of Dircdors ; and 
that this Aft had been ftrongly difapproved of and condemned by the Court of Dircdors, who had 
ordered him to be rc-inftated in his Office i Your Committee thought it their Duty to examine 
into the whole Proceedings on this Subjeft. 

Set. Com. Rep. V. F 
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They find, that in the 46th Paragraph of the General Letter to Bengal of the 3d March 
(Appendix, N° 6. (A) the Court of Diredors give the following Orders: 

“ The Conduft of Nundcomar, in the Part he has taken againft Mahomed Rcia Cawn, appears 
“ to us fo very inconfiftent and unworthy, that we feel a Repugnance to the Continuance of his Soji 
“ in the high Office of Roy Uoyan of the Province. And as the Acquittal of Mahomed ResJa Cawii 
“ warrants us again to employ him, we direft that, if he can with I'lopriety accept of that CfE'^ 
“ under the Regulations and Reftridions eftabliffied by our Prefident Council, and with the .' a 
“ lary granted to Rajah Gourdafs for executing the fame, he be forthwith appointed thereto, and ic- 
“ ccive a proper Khclaut, and fuch other Marks of Diftindicn as arc ufually conferred on Native* 
“ on like Occafions. IVe mean not by this Appointment to rejlore Mahomed Reza Ctnun to any improper 
“ Degree of Power., but merely to t^ify otir Satisfabiion on finding bis former Conduit has been fo much 
“ better than we expelled.'* 

When thefe Oiders arrived in India, there was a Difference of Opinion among the Council General, 
in what Point of View they Ihould be confidercd and the following is extruded from a Minute figiud 
by Mellrs. Clavering, Munfon, and Francis, and entered on Coniultation of the iSth Oilober 
(Appendix, N® 6, (C). 

“ It is now the clear unqueftionable Determination of the Court of Direftors ro fupport an offcti- 
“ fible and aiStive Power in the Country Government. The Nabob himfelf, from Youth, Inexpenentr, 
“ and the total Ncgleif of his Education, is incapable of exercifing this Power. The executive Au- 
“ thoriiy of the Nazim muff be delegated to a Miniftcr; who, adling in his Mailer’s Name, m.iy nc- 
“ verthclels be fenlible that he owes his Appointment Iblely to our Recommendation, and that hh 
“ Continuance in Office depends upon his Attachment and Gratitude to the Company. 

“ We are convinced there is no Man in the Provinces in every Refpeft fo well qualified for this 
“ important Poll, as Mahomed Reza Cawnj and we think the Declarations now made in his Favour 
“ by the Court of Diredors entitle us to replace him in it. 

“ We offer ic therefore as our Opinion, that the Board Ihould recommend him to the Nabob to he 
“ Minillcr of tlie Government and Guardian of his Highnefs’s Minority, with Authority to tranfaft 
“ the political Aflfairs of the Sircar. He Ihould be intruded to fuperintend the Nabob’s Education, 
“ to chule proper Servants and Companions for him, and to endeavour to recover him from the dll- 
“ honourable State of Ignorance and Diffipation in which we fear he is dill immerfed. He Ihould 
“ be particularly im powered and direded to reduce and regulate the Expences of the Nabob’s Houle- 
“ hold in fuch a Manner as to enable him to extricate his Highnefs from his Debts and Incu.-n- 
« branccs, without calling upon the Company for an Incrcafe of his prefent Income.” 

And on the fame Day the Governor General delivered in a Minute as follows : 

“ I diflent from every Refolution of the Majority, as contradidory to the Orders of the Company, 
“ and inconfidenc even from thofe which they are poflefled to carry into Execution ; and I hereby 
“ enter my Proted againd them, and all the Confequcnces which may enfue frotn them. I have too 
“ much to fay upon the Subjed to be didated in a verbal Minute at this Board i I will deliver in my 
“ Rcafons in Writing at another Time. I meant to have contented myfclf with this Ihort Diflent to 
“ the Refolutions already formed, conceiving my Opinion to be unneceflary, and precluded from any 
“ poflible Edcd by thofe Refolutions ; tinderdanding, of courfe, the Recommendations of the Majo- 
“ rity delivered in fo formal and decided a Manner as the Refolutions of the Board : But as I perceive 
“ that it is expeded of me to give an Opinion in the Terms of my own Qiicdion, 1 will comply with 
“ the Form required of me in a few Words. It is my Opinion, then, that the Company’s Orders re- 
« quire that Rajah Gourdafs Ihould be removed from the Appointment which was granted to him 
“ under the Sandion of the lad Adminidration, and, a fortiori, from every Addition fince made to it ■, 
“ and that Mahomed Reza Cawn be appointed Dewan to the Nabob’s Houfchold in his Stead.” 

And Your Committee find the Council General then came to the following Refolution : 

“ Refolved, That the Board recommend Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Nabob, to be Minillcr of 
“ the Governmemi and Guardian of his Minority, with the Powers and Authorities as deferibed in 
“ the Minute delivered in by General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis.” 

And it was Ordered, “ I'hat the Secretary acquaint Mahomed Reza Cawn, that the Honourable 
“ the Court of Direidors have been plcafed to approve of the Proceedings of the late Bpard, on the 
“ Invedigation of liis Conduil, by which he was acquitted of the Accufations laid to his Chaige, ex- 
“ cepting the Amount due to the Company on Account of the Dacca Revenues, which Sum, how- 
“ ever, they have fufpended their Cl.iim to, in Confideration of the Incpnvcniencies which he may 
“ have fuffered during the Time of his Examination •, and wilhing that he Ihould remain under no 
“ Obligation to them than that of Gratitude, they confent to his total Enlargement : And that he lx-' 
“ further acquainted, that the honourable the Governor General and Council have therefore betm 
“ pleafed to recommend him to the Nabob Mobarck O’ Dowla, to be Naib Soubah, or Minifter, of 
“ the Sircar, and Guardian of his Minority, with Authority to tranfafl the Political Affairs of the 
“ Sircar, to fuperintend the Fouzdarry Courts, and the Adminillration of Criminal Jullice through' 
“ out the Country, and to enforce the Operation of the fame on the prefent Effablilhmcnt, or to 
“ new model and correft it : And as the Board wilh that he Ihall have full Controul of the Officers 
of the Criminal Courts in the Charatflcr of Naib Soubah, they propofe to remove the Nrzamut 

“ Adawlut, now at Calcutta, to be held in future at Moorlhtdabad.” 4 

- Your 
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Your Committee find on the Secret Confultations of the 30tli Odober 1775 (Appendix, N” 6. (D) 
a Copy of a Letter from Mahomed Reza Cawn as follows : 


€» On the 23d Shabana (19th Odober) I received a Letter from Mr. Auriol, the Secretary to the 
<( Council, to the following Purport (here he quotes the Secretary's Letter, agreeable to the Board’s 
Refolution of the i8th Inlfant.) 

« I beg Leave to reprefent to you, Gentlemen, that from the Time when I was firft honoured with 
an Eimployment in the CShipany’s Affairs, I never took any Step but for the Interefl of the Com- 
D*ny i to promote which I exerted myfclf with fo much Aflkiuity, in Conjundion with the Com- 
« oanv’s Adminillration, that in various Inftances I gained great Applaufc. It therefore afforded 
“ me llie higheft Plcafure to hear that the Company approved of the Decree dcclaiing my Inno- 
“ ccncc, and that they were fatisfied of the Injuflicc of the Accufations falfcly laid to my Charge. 
4« And as my being again received into Employment will make Known the Approbation, and will 
« tend to raife my Charader and Reputation, I fhall therefore accept, with the greateft Fleafurc, an 
« Appointment, which the Governor General and Council having been fo kind as to fix on for me, 
“ have recommended to the Nabob, Mdbareck ul Dowl.i, to beftow on me; By the Blefiing of 
“ God when it is approved, I fliail exert my utmoft Abilities in the lame Manner as I have ever 
«• done' in the Execution of the Trult. But I beg of you, Gentlemen, to refled, that confidcring of 
« mv former Salary, Station, and the important Office to be now cntrulfcd to me, the Salary of 
2 40 000 Rupees, which you fixed on, is not fufficient to ilefray the Expcnces which by the 
lifage of the Country I mult be at. I had alfo flattered myfelf, after the extreme Difgracc which 
It I a faithful Adherent of the Company, had luffered from the falfe Accufations brought againft 
II me that when the Company were informed of my Innocence and good Charader, they would 
« have given me greater Marks of their Favour than they had even formerly done. As you, Gen- 
11 tlemen have flicwn me lb much Regard, and engaged fo heartily in my Favour, whatever there- 
“ fore you determine, confidcring it as for my Iiucreft and Advantage, 1 fhall agree thereto; but 
•I I am hopeful, that when you are thoroughly acquainted with the DiarelTes 1 have Itiffeied, you 
*1 will honour me with the lame Powers in the Adminillration of the Affairs of the Sircar as I for- 
“ mcrly enjoyed ; and thereby enable me to raanireft my Fidelity and Attachment to the Company.” 

And Your Committee find the following Proceedings recorded in the Confultation of the 
fame Day : 


“ Read a Letter from the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, approving of the Appointment of Ma- 
« homed Reza Cawn, recorded in the Pcrfian Corrcfpondcnce, and received the 29th Inflant. 

« Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Martin, Refidcnt at the Durbar : 


« mNabob Mobarek ul Dowla having in a Letter to the Governor General fignified his Ap- 
“ probation of the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn to be Naib Soubah, which we had rccom- 
“ mended to him, we defire that you will obtain from the Nabob a proper Sunnud for the Invcfli- 

« ture of his Office, and tranfmit it to us, that it may be duly prefented to him. 

” We arc, &c. &c. 

« Fort William, ;* W.irren Hallings, 

" 30th Oaober .775. R .di' B-uwdl.” 


And Your Committee further find the following Proceedings recorded in the Secret Confultations 
of the 9th Day of November 1775, (Appendix, N* 6, (F.) 

» The following Letter from the Refidcnt at the Durbar, with its Contents is now communicated 
” to Mahomed Reza Cawn : 


ic 
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' I*lm frv^uTcd’with your Letter of the 30th ultimo, and have now the Plcafure of tra^nfmitting 
■ou the Nabob’s Sunnud, confirming the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn to ' “P ^ 
ntendanev of the Fouaedarry Court of Adawlut. He has however declined giving his Sunnud 
or the Office of Naib Soubah. as a Thing not cuftomary, and which 

lone by any of his Prcdcccffors ; he is neverthclefs perfeaiy fatisfied f PP“ " In 

f it fhould be your Plcafure to require fuch a Grant from him as materially ncc y 
teftiture of that Office, I make no Doubt of his ready Compli^ance, 

“ I am, with the greateft Refpea, &c. 

“ Moorfhedabad, “ ^ Martin, 

;th November, 1775. .. Refidcnt.” 


And alfo the following Proceedings in the Seci*et Confultations of the 6th of Decemb 775* 
(Appendix, N* 6, (G). « Received 
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“ Received the following Letter from the Refident at the Durbar .* 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I have now the PIcafurc to acquaint you that Mahomed Reza Cawn, agreeable to his Appoint. 

“ ment, has this Day taken Charge of the Nabob’s Houfehold, and the Management of his 
“ Affairs. 

“ I remain, See. 

“ Moorlhedabad, “ 

“ zd December 1775. “ W. B. Martin, 

“ Refident.*’ 

Your Committee find on the Secret Confultations of the 7th December 1775, (Appendix, 
N’ 6, fH.) the Governor General entered a very long Diflent againft the Appointment of 
Mahomed Reza Cawn in Reply to the Minute of Mefirs. Clavering, Monfon, and Francis, 
of the 1 8th Odlobcr preceding-, but tjiere is One Part of this Minute which your Committee re- 
commend mod particularly to the Confidcration of the Houfe. The Governor General ftates, that 
all the Ahls of Policy cannot conceal the Power hy which the/e Provinces are ruled^ nor can all the Atls 
“ of Sophijlry avail to transfer the Refponfibility of them to the Nabob, when it is as viftble as the Li^ht 
“ of the Sun, that they originate from our own Government i that the Nabob is a mere Pageant, without 
“ the Shadow of Authority, and even his moji confequential Agents receive their Appointment from the 
Recommendation of the Company, and the exprefs Nomination of their Servants. Even the Orders of 
the Court of Diredors, of the 28th Augull 1771, which direff the Appointment of an oftenfiblc 
“ Minifter to the Nabob, and under which the late Arrangements are profeffedly formed, appear in 
“ the printed Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, and are open to the View of every Nation 
“ in Europe.” 

Your Committee find the following Extraft of a Minute of Meffrs. Clavering, Monfon, and 
Francis, dated the 2i(l November 1775, and recorded in the Secret Confultations of the 7th of 
December 1775, (Appendix, N" 6, (I.) 

“ The Motives on which we have refiored Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Office of Naib Soubah, 
“ have been clearly explained. To recover the Country Government from the State of Fccblcncfs 
“ and Infignificancc to which it was Mr. Hallings’s avowed Policy to reduce it, was no cafy Taflc. 
“ According to the Governor General’s Plan, we fliould have confined the only Man perhaps of 
“ real Abilities and extenfive Knowledge in the Country, to the unimportant Office of Steward of 
“ the Nabob’s I loufchold, at a Time when a Minifter of the Government was wanted, and when 
the Adminillration of Criminal Juftice through the Country was at a Stand. The Meafure feems 
** to us indifpenfably ncceffary, and promifes Succefs. In recommending Mahomed Reza Cawn to 
“ his prefent Poll, we prefume to think we have rendered an effential Service to the Company.” 

And they find in the Thirty-fifth Paragraph of the General Letter of the 24th of December 177^, 
(Appendix, N° 6. (K ) from the Direitors to Bengal, a Confirmation of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s 
Appointment as follows ; 

“ The cafy Prey which the Nabob has been made to his menial Servants, and their utter Want of 
“ Ability, Integrity, and Attention, to render him in any Degree rcfpedable, even in the Eyes of 
“ the Natives, are Circumllances that had led us to reconfider our Inftrudtions to our late Prcfidcnt 
“ and Council rcfpedling Mahomed Reza Cawn. We were always of Opinion, that an able ollen- 
“ fible Minifter, during the Minority of the Nabob, would be neceffary, and late Events have but 
“ too Ihongly confirmed us in fuch Opinion : And as the Abilities of Mahomed RezaCawn have been 
“ fufficitntly manifcfled, as official Experience qualifies him for fo high a Station in a more eminent 
“ Degree than any other Native with whom the Company has been connedled j and as no Proofs of 
“ Mal-adminiftration have been eftablifhed againft hint, either during the ftrift Inveftigation of his 
“ Conduift, or fince his Retirement we cannot, under ail Circutnuanccs, but approve your Re- 
“ commendation of him to the Nabob, to conftitute him his Naib ; We are well pleafed that he has 
“ received that Appointment, and authorize you toaffure him of our Favour, folong as a firm Ar- 
“ tachment to the Intercft of the Company, and.a proper Difcharge of the Duties of his Station, fliall 
“ render him worthy of our Proteflion.” 

In the Bengal Secret Confultations of the 23d July 1778, (Appendix, N’ 6. (L.) Your Committee 
find, that the Governor General defires that the following Letter from the Nabob Mobarek ul 
Dovvla may be read. 

“ I have already addreffed repeated Letters to your Excellency, ftating very fully the Trouble 
“ and Uneafinefs I luffcr from the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn’s being invefted with the Office of 
“ the Naibihip of the Nizamut, with the Man<igemcnt of the Affairs of the Country, and of the 
“ feveral Offices of my Houfhold, the Adminiftration of the Bufinefs of the Adawlui and Phouf- 
“ dairy within the Soubahs, and of all the Affairs of the Nizamut, as well as of my domeftic 
“ Concerns, and the Superintendance of myfelf and Family, bccaufc thefaid Nabob, regarding only 
“ his own Benefir, and the Incrcafe of his Greatnefs in future, pays no Regard or Attention to my In- 
“ tereft or Advantage. 

“ The Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn is neither connefled with me by the Ties of near Rclation- 
“ fhip, nor of fincere Attachment} that he fhould be invefted with fuch a Degree of Power, is 
“ highly oppreffive and difhonourabic to my Family. I am now, by the Favour of God, come to 
“ Years of Maturity, and to that Age when, by the Precept of our holy Law, and the Ufage of 

10 ‘‘ Maho- 
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Mahomedanifm, I ought to take Charge and Management of my own Affairs ; and by ihe BrefT- 
“ ing of the Almighty, I am not fo devoid of Underffanding as to be incapable of conducing them. 
« I am cheufuri hopeful, from your Favour and Regard to Jultice, that you will deliver me from 
“ the Authority of the aforefaid Nabob, and give your Permifllon that I take on mylelf the Managc- 
‘‘ ment ot the Adawlut and Phoufdarry of the Soubahs, as well as of my own Houlhold, and of 
« the Bufinefs ot the Ni 4 |tiut, which is my Right. 

“ The Company who have acquired fo great Authority in this Countfy, and raifed themicives tb 
« their prefent Degree of Grcatncfs and l)ominion, arc indebted to the Advantages folely to the 
“ warm Support of my Anceftorsj and you know what Degree of Authority I am at prefent pof- 
“ Icfled of. I therefore afk nothing more than my Right; and (hould the Company, difregarding 
“ the Situation and Rkhts ot this Family, refufe their Approbation to my Rcquelt, which is per- 

icftiy juft and right, i; will be highly inequitable, 

« I am hopeful that, maturely weighing this Matter, your Excellency will give me the Managc- 
“ ment of the Affairs of the Nizamur, of my own Huuihold, and the Cfficcs attached thereto, td- 
“ gethcr with the Admi ..iftration ot the Adawlut and Phouldarry within the Soubahs, which arc 
« my Right. This will be an Att of the highclt Jufticc in the Gentlemen, and will engage mf 
“ Gratituue, and that of all the helplcfs Dependents ot this Family.” 

And your Committee find, that upon this Letter l>cing read, the Governor General, notwithftand- 
ing the Appointment had received the Santlion of the Court of Diredors, entered the following 
Minute : 

“ I move that the Opinions of the Members of the Board may be taken. Whether the Requifitiotfs 
“ contained in the above Letter (hall be complied with, or denied ? It is late, nor would • fh 
“ the Board to form any decided Kefblution upon a Subjeft of this Nature, without the tulleit f t-lf- 
« beration ; I defire, therefore, that the Secretary may fend the Letter and Qj.iellion round to the d (Ft. 
“ rent Members of the Board, that their Opinions may be taken at the next Meeting of Council.” 

And it was ordered, “ That the Letter from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla be accordingly cif- 
« culated with the above Qiicrtion to the Members of the Boaid, for their Opinions thereon.” 

Your Committee find, That in the Secret Bengal Conlultatiuns, of ad March 1778 lAppendix 
N°6. (M.) the Letter from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla, recorded the a^d ultimo, was recoil- 
fidcrcd ; and that the fcvcral Members of the Council then prelciu (Mefl'rs. Whekr, Francis, and the 
Governor General) delivered Minutes to the Council; which Proceedings Your Committee have 
thought proper to enter into the RepoN, as the fcvcral Minutes will throw mucli Light on the 
Subjeft. 


“ Extradf of Fort William Secret Confuhations, ad March 1778. 

“ Reconfidcred the Letter from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla, received the 12th, and rccordt'd 
“ the 23d ultimo. 

“ Mr. Whcler delivers in the following Minute ; 

“ Mr. Wheler-*- After having very maturclv confidcred the 40th Paragraph of the General Letter 
“ from this Prcfidency to the Court of Directors, dated the aoth November 177.5, particularly that 
“ Part of It which mentions the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Naiblhip of the Ni- 
“ zamut, for the Support of that oltcnfible and a6live Power in the Nizamut which the Nabob, from 
“ Youth and Ncgleft of Education, was judged incapable to exercife ; and having likewifc perufed 
“ the 35th Paragiaph of the General Letter from the Court of Dircflors, dated a4th December 1776, 
“ wherein they highly approve, for the Realons above quoted, of the Appointment of Mahomed 
“ Reza Cawn ; I am of Opinion, that the Requeft now prclentcd to this Board by his Highnefs, 
“ confillcntly with thofc Orders, cannot be complied with here ; but that it will be proper to fub- 
“ mit the fame to the Determination of the Court of Directors, together with fuch Remarks as may 
“ ferve to apprize them of the Confcqucncc, whether bcfieficul or otherwife, that may probably 
“ refult from complying with his Highnefs’s Requeft. And I am further inclined to this Mode, 
“ from a Belief that, although his Highnefs was under Age when placed under the Guardianfliip of 
“ Mahomed Reza Cawn, it was well known to the Court of Directors that, previous to the Date of 
“ their Letter approving Mahomed Reza Cawn’s Appointment, or to its Arrival in India, his 
“ Highnefs cither bad 01 would fliortly attain the Years of Maturity; 

“ Fort William, (Signed) EdW*. Wheler.” 

" 28th February 1778.” 

‘‘ Mr. Francis delivers in a Minute containing his Opinion, as follows ; 

“ Mr. Frannis^I could have wilbed that, before 1 had been called upon to deliver my Opinion 
** on the prefent QuelUon, the Merits of it had been dated to us by the Governor General, and re- 
“ gularly debated at the Board. The Inftitotion of a Council fuppofes a reciprocal Communication 
“ of Opinions, and that no Kefolutions (hall be formed without a previous Debate. Rcicrving, 
" therefore, to mylelf the Right of altering or qualifying the Aniwer I now deliver in, according 

to the Lights and Information I may receive from the other Members of the Board, I muit tie- 
“ dare, that 1 think we have but one Gourfe to purfue. 

Sw.Gom. Rep.V, O 
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The Letter received from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla fliOirid be refef red ' ta the CbUrt of 
“ Directors. 1 do not myfelf Ice any one Motive that Ihould prcfs this Government to take upon 
“ thcmlclves the hazardous Refolution of complying with the Requifitions contained in it j ef]^iaily^ 
“ at a 1 ime when Meafurcs of the greateft Importance to the Welfare of India already divide our 
“ Councils, and ought to engrofs our Attention. The Subjed is delicatc'in its Nature, and I wifh 
“ to Ipeak of it with Caution and Rcierve. The Board will confjder nuturely what ConfequeiTces 
the Compliance required of us may lead to i with what Demands upon the Company it may be 
“ followed} in what Manner it may affed the internal Government of thefe Provinces, and how far 
“ it may coincide with or embarrafa Arrangements at this Moment probably under the Confident. 
“ tionof the Lcgiflaturc for the permanent Settlement of Bengal. 

“ With refped to the Removal of Mahomed Reza Cawn, I ihall only obferve at preient, that the 
“ Court of Diredors have approved of our Recommendation of him to the Nabob, to confiitute him 
“ his Naib •, that they arc well-pleated that he has received that Appointment, and that they have 
“ authorized us to aflurc him of their Favour. I truft that no Member of this l^ard would reeom. 
“ mend or approve of the Oifinifllon of a Man whom the Court of Diredors themfclvcs -confider as 
** qualified for the high Station he holds, in a more eminent Degree than any other Native with whom 
“ the Company has been conneded, without their exprefs Authority, or unlcfs fomc Crime had 
*Vbeen proved againft him. 

Mr. Wbeler and I having delivered our Opinions on the Queftion brought before the Board 
** by the Governor General, I mutt requett that the Governor will be plcafcd to favour the Board 
with his Opinion upon it.” 

“ Governor General — I did not exped that my Opinion would be r^uired until thofc of the 
** other Members had been regularly taken in Succeflion } nor was this Day appointed for col. 

Icding the Opinions upon the Subjed. Mr. Harwell’s has not been received } he is abfent ; [ 
“ (hall therefore decline to give my Opinion at this Day^s Confultation, unlcfs the Majority of the 
« . Board now aflembled (hall require it.” 

“ Mr. Francis— On this Day Sevennight, the Governor General moved, that the Opinions of 
" the Members of the Board might be taken on the Subjed of the Nabob’s Letter. The Mo> 
** tion dates, that their Opinions may be taken at the next Meeting of the Council ; and the 
Quettion was brought forward again this Day, 1 ptefume, with the Governor’s Approbation, 
“ at lead, it was not called for by any other Member of the Board •, I believe therefore I am 
perfedly regular in Point of Form, in requefting his Opinion may follow thole of the Members 
“ prefent : I therefore beg Leave to repeat my Requett in the Form of a Motion •, but am reaily 
“ if the Governor General approves of it, to put off the Confideration of this Queftion until this 
“ Day Fortnight.” 

“ The Governor General— I defire the Secretary to declare whether he had any Diredions from 
“ me to bring this Matter before the Board ? — This is properly the Confultation following that in 
“ which the Quettion was firft brought before the Board } as (he Meetings on Thurfdays, though 
“ held in this Chamber, belong only to the Department of Infpedion, and arc held by a Sum- 
“ mons iffued by the Secretary to that Department. It was probably my Intention to have brought 
“ on the Queftion for Decifion this Morning, but I apprehend it cannot be done with Regu- 
“ larity, as one of the Members of the Board, whofc Opinion, I prefume, will be clTentialiy neceflary, 
“ is at this Time abfent. It will reft with the Majority of the Board alTcmblcd, to let tlic Q'irftion 
“ take its due Courle, or to force it to an immediate Decifion, fuf^td to a regular Confirmation 
'* or Repeal at the next Meeting. I cannot conlenc to the Compromile propoled by Mr. Francis 
it js inconfiftenc with the Demand for an inttant Decifion.” 

The Secretary begs Leave to acquaint the Board, that he did not receive any Orders whatfo- 
“ ever for bringing on the Confideration of the Nabob’s Letter this Morning, but that he intro- 
•• dttced it as a Subjed depending before the Board in the regular Courle of Bufinefs.” 

“ Mr. Francis— In propofing to defer the Queftion to this Day Fortnight, 1 have explained myfelf 
“ to mean, that we (hould wait for the Receipt of the Company’s Letter now on board one of thi: 
** Ships at Madras, and which we may probably receive in that Time } fince that is not approved by 
the Governor General, 1 adhere to my Firft Motion, being perfedly fure that I proceed not only 
** with the ftrideft Obfervance of the Forms of the Board, but with the utmoft Candor and Con- 
“ fidcration.” 

“ The Governor General — From the Whole which has paffed in this Debate, which hitherto htt 
” been confined to Mr. Francis and myfelf, it is very evident- that Mr. Francis perfifts in his Mo- 
tion on the Prefumption of a fuperior Influence, pccafionally over-ruling me at this Day’s Meet- 
“ ing, otherwife it is impoflible to conceive any Rcafon why he (hould infift on an inftant Decifion 
** of the general Queftion propofed by me on laft Monday, when he at the fame Time prefers the 
** Sufpenfion of it for a Fortnight, and the Time in which 1 would propofe to fufpend it will 
necelTarily form a Part of that Interval, and of Courfe come nearer to his own Propofition than 
” an immediate Determination. I forbear to fay more upon the Subjed j It will relt with Mr. 
** Wheler, to determine whether the original Queftion (hall be determined immediately, or itait un- 
** til the Affembly of the Board is comf^at.” 

Mr. Francis— If the. Board will not unanimoufly agree to wait for the Receipt of the Cuni- 
** pany’s Inftrudions, now upon their Way probably to this Place, it is not in my Power to alli^^ 
« a Rcafon why the Board (hould not decide the Queftion now. The Motive imputed to me-tuf 

** urging 
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“ urging fuch Dccifion at prelent, though in faft I have not done lb, will, I believe, in the Mind 6 f 
»• every impartial Judge, lie full as applicable to the Dcfire intimated by the Governor, that Mr. 

“ Barwell’s Prefence (boolii be waited for. Confiderations of that Kind ant. irregular, and, as I 
“ think, not fit to be infixed on of either Side. I beg the Qiicftiori may be put.” 

“ The Governor General — 1 believe 1 know Mr. Barwell’s Sentiments UjHJn the general 
« Queftion aa I know Mr^iVheler’s \ but the Queftion now before the Board is of a different 

Nature^ -and is choft unauubtedly- an Advantage taken of the prefent Compofition of the 
“ Board',' it may, however, prove an tnftrudhvc Experiment, and 1 lhall not be very forry that it iS 
» made. ' If Mr. Francb knows that the Company’s Inftruftions, which he fays arc probably now 
« on their Way ro this Place, relate to the general Subjed: now under Confideration, I will readily 
«> agree to pottpqnc it } but if he ha's no fuch Knowledge, and tliere is the llrongcfi Realbn to 
X believe that they contain nothing which bears the moft diftaht Allufion to it, 1 know not why 
“ I fliould be required to fupport the Credit of fuch a Suggeftion.” 

“ Mr, Francis — I am not acquainted with the Contents of 'the Company’s expeded Letter j but 
“ 1 do believe, on the Authority of the Court of Diredors themfelves, expreffed in their Letter tb 
X the late Sir John Ctavcring, that it contains Ibme general Arrangements concerning the Affaiii 
« of this Country and the Government. They pofitivcly promifed him to fend out fuch InftrudionS 
X by their next Uilpatches.” 

“ The Governor General— I believe the Court of Diredors will regret their ever having given 
“ fuch a Promife, when they know that it has been circulated to every Part of the Provinces, and even 
« beyond the Dominions of our Ally the Nabob of Oude, for the Purpofe of weakening the Influehci 
X of the preicnt Adminiftration and defeating its Mealures : It therefore becomes me, whilll I hold 
X the Place I poffel's in this Government, to ufc every Means that may be requificc for obviating 
X the Effeds of fo dangerous a Policy. This alone would be a lufficient Reafon for me to refufe tb 
“ protrad the prefent or any other Queftion, until the Arrival of the Company’s Orders, on thb 
X SuppoOtion that they will contain the Confirmation of a Belief fo induftrioufly propagated.” 

“ The Qiicftion propofed by Mr. Francis being put, 

“ Mr. Whclcr — Of the Two Propofitions made by Mr. Francis, I prefer the poftponing the furi 
“ thcr Confideration of this Queftion for Fourteen Days > but as that is difapproved by itie Gover-- 
“ nor General, I think it highly ncceffary that we (hould come to an immediate Decifion, and 1 only 
“ regret that that Decifion will probably not be final.** 

“ Governor General — I fubmit, and fhall deliver my Opinion as nearly as I can in the Terms of 
“ the Queftion. It is my Opinion, that the Requifitions contained in the Letter from the Nabob 
X Mobareck ul Dowla, entered in the Conl'ultations of laft Monday, be complied with.” 

“ Mr. Francis — I move, that it be refolvcd, in Conformity to the Opinions of a Majority of the 
X Board, that the Nabob’s Letter be referred to the Decifion of the Honourable the Court ct Di« 
X redors j and that no Refolution be taken here upon the Subjed of the Requifitions contained 
X therein, without their fpecial Orders and Inftrudions.” 

“ Mr. Wheler agrees. 

Mr. Francis agrees. 

“ Governor General — I objed and proteft both againft this and the preceding Refolution.*’ 

The Board then came to the following Refolution : 

“ That ike Nabob's Letter, recorded the 2 ^d ultimo, Jhould be referred to the Decifion of thi Court of 
“ D;re6lcrs ; and that no Refolution be taken here upon the Subjeif of the Requifitions contained therein, 
“ without their fpecial Orders and htflruSions.” 

Your Committee find that Three Days after this Tranfadion had pafled the Council, that is on the 
5 ih March 1778 , the following Proceedings are recorded in the Secret Confultations (Appendix, N* 
6 . (N.) 

“ Governor General— 7 move that the Refolution paffed in the laft Confultation, to wit, That the 
“ Nabob’s Letter be referred to the Decifion of the Honourable the Court of Diredors, and that no 
” Refolution be taken here on the Subjed of the Reijuifitions contained therein, without their ipc- 
“ cial Orders and Inftrudions, be repealed ; and that the Queftion propofed by me in Conlultation 
“ 23 d ultimo, namely, That the Opinions of the Members of the Board may be taken, whether 
“ the Requifitions contained in the Nabob’s Letter, recorded in that Day’s Proceedings, (hall be 
“ complied with or denied, may be reconfidered. , n- 

I muft here obferve, that the preceding Queftion was in a fpecial Manner referred to the Confix 
“ deration of every Member of the ^ard, and that Mr. Barwdl’s Opinion upon it had not 
“ received at the laft Confultation, in which the preceding Refolution was paffed. I dcfire my Mi« 
“ nute in which the original Queftion was propofed, may be entered in this Place. 

“ Governor General— I move that the Opinions of the Members of the Board may be taken, 
“ whether the Requifitions contained iiuthe above Letter (hall be complied with or denied? It is 
” late, nor would 1 wi(h the Board to Torm any decided Refoliftion upon a SubjeCt of this Nature 
“ without the fulled Deliberation j I dcfire therefore that the Secretary may fend the Letter and 
** Queftion round to the diflerent Members of the Board, that their Opinions may be taken at the 

” next Meeting of the Council. ’ l •• l- r 

Mr. Wheler— As the Governor General has affigned no other Reafon for bringing this C^uci- 
“ tion again before the Board, except the Abfence of one of the Members, which might 
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** UrgecI and accepted as a Motive for deferring the Queftion to the Time propofed %y MrrFrancis- 
“ I am againft refeinding the former Refolution, and rcconfidcring the (^eftion now, i , ’ 

. ** Mr. Francjs — Itds not affirmed or fuggefted that the Refolution taken' at the laft Confultatioi, 
was not regular in Point of Form, or valid in Point of L,aw ; neither- has it been affirmed that 
fufficient Time was not given to the Members of the Board, to form their Opinians upon the orif-i, 
“ nal Queftion, or that the Confideration of it was brought forwardsftly either of thofe Gentlcni°ri 
whofc Votes conftituted the Refolution. We had a Week to confider it.' Th«:Dayiwas fixed b» 
“ the Governor’s own Motion, and the Debate was introduced by the SecrKary*ii reading the Nabob’s 
“ Letter with the Governor’s Confent and Approbation, and without any Motion from Mr.- Whc-ler 
“ or me. After Mr. Whcler’s Opinion and mine were, read, wd proceeded to. other Bufincfs, and 
“ wailed above T wo Hours in Expeftation of Mr. Barwcll’s' Arrival. From tbefe Fads I prefume 
“ it follows that the Objedion now made to the Refolution on the Score of Mr. Barwell’s Abfcnce is 
not in any Senfe valid ; and the Governor General fuggefts no other for repealing that Refolution; 
“lam left therefore without any Arguments propofed to eounterbalancc thofc on-which rtiy Opiiriaii 
“ was founded. But if Arguments arc even now offered againft'the Propriety! of -the, Refolution 
“ itfclf, I (hall be ready to enter into the.Conlidcratbn of them. When no Arguirients whatibcvtr 
“ are offered to juftify the refeinding of a folemn Ad of Government, I ffiould think myfdf not 
“ only highly criminal, but, as a Man ading. blindly and without Reafon, if I confented to 
repeal it.” ; 

“ Mr. Barwcll — Could I regard the Refolution of the ad Inftant as a foletno regular A6t of 
Government, I Ihoiild decline including my Opinion at this late Period \ but when a Queftion lia'; 
“ been propofed to be decided upon, the Sentiments that may be delivered. by every Member cf 
“ the Council, and the Right of every Member to deliver his Opinion, is not only acknowledged bv 
“ the unanimous Admiftion of the Mode in which the Qiieftion was propofed, but by fuch Ada)'!- 
“ fion each Member is bound to deliver his Opinion, and each to allow the Weight carried bv a 

“ Majority of fuch Opinions. 1 have no Option, nor can I fiibmit to be excluded from a Right 

“ which the unanimous Reception of the Queftion in the Form it appears the 23d February, givts 
** me. No fubfequent Refolution could deprive me of the Privilege of a Vote on the prefent Sub- 

“ jeft, nor no Refolution independent of that Vote, I apprehend, can be an Aft of Government, 

while Two Members only, without the Concurrence of one or both of the other Members, under 
“ fuch Circumftances, are plcafcd to call their Votes an Aft of Government. The Manner in which 
“ the Queftion was propofed, ^nd left for Dccillon, I muft again obferve in this Place, precluded a 
Decifion, if any Difference of Opinion prevailed among the other Members, without mine being 
“ alfo delivered, For thefe Reafons I approve the Governor General’s prefent Motion as regular 
“ and proper to reftore to me thofe Rights on the prefent Subjeft which were given me on the fiilt 
“ Admiftion of the Qcicftion by the Board, and cancelled by the Refolution of the 2d Inftant.” 

“ Mr. F rancis — ■! beg Leave to call upon Mr. Barwell for an Explanation of thofe Words in which, 
“ as 1 underftand, he affirms or intimates, that a Refolution taken by the major Part of the Mem- 
“ bers prefent in Council on Monday laft, is not an Aft of Government. The Meeting of that Day 
was fummoned by the Governor General j and the Law declares, “ That ia all Cafes wharlb- 
“ ever, the Governor General and Council (hall be bound and concluded by the Opinion and Dccilio.i 
“ of the major Part of thofe prefent.” 

“ Mr. Barwcll — I am really at a Lofs to exprefs my Meaning in Terms clearer than thofe in 
“ which it already appears. 1 pretepd not to deny tliat a Majority of the Council General conlli- 
“ tutes an Aft of Government : 1 Amply point out that the Admiftion of a Queftion for my Opi- 
“ jiion allows not the Council an Option to cancel the Privilege fuch Admiftion conferred, nor 
“ leaves it in my Power to decline a Vote, on the prefent Subjeft. If any further Explanation is 
“ neceffary, I muft refer to the Company what 1 have already laid ; and flatter myfelf they will 
“ judge it both clear and explicit,” 

“ Mr. Francis — I fubmit it to the Judgment of our Superiors, whether the Wovds ufed by Mr, 
“ Barwell do or do not amount to a Denial of the Legality of the Refolution pafled laft Mond.iy, 
“ from the Principles on which he now votes for repealing it ? I apprehend it would follow, th.it 
** any Member of tliis Board might, by abfenting himfclf from Council in parallel Circumftances, 
“ prevent the Decifion of any Queftion whatfoever.” 

“ Mr. Barwell — I apprehend Mr. Francis is wrong in conftruing my Denial of any Vote prechu!- 
“ ing my Opinion, under Circumftances fuch as I have already deferibed, to amount to an Affutfta- 
“ tion that the Votes of a Majority do not conftitute an Aft of Government : So far from ir, th.it 
“ if it affirms any Thing, it is the contrary, that a Minority of any Queftion may not affuir.e the Ap- 
“ pcarance of a Majority.” 

“ Kcfolved, That the Refolution, pafled in the laft Council, viz, “ That the Nabob’s Letter, m- 
“ corded 23d ultimo, be referred to the Decifion of the Honourable the Court of Direftors •, and 
“ that no Refolution be taken licit on the Subjeft of the Kcquifitions contained therein, withe :t 
“ their fpccial Orders and Inftriiftions,” be repealed. 

“ Mr. Francis — 1 beg Leave in this Place to enter my Diffent and Proteft againft this Rclbluti:.t?. 
“ for the following Reafons : 

jft, Becaufe it reverfes a regular and formal Refolution of a former Board, without any one; 
Argument being urged againft the Propriety of that Refolutioti. 

“ ad. Becaule it deprives the Court of Directors of their Jurifdiftion over a Qiieftion of the nt 

•• mi ft 
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moft Importance to their Affairs, and to the good Order of this Government, wUhout any one 
«( Kcafon why the Decifion of that Queftion fhotild be prefltKl at this l ime, and not rcfcircd to their 
»» -Jodginent.” 

“ Mr* Wheler — I UkeWife beg Leave to eotet’ .my DUTent, for the *Rcafons already afligned by 
« Mr. Francis.’* 

The Second Motion contained in the Governor General’s Motion, being put. 

Agreed, That tfakidQucftion propofed by the Governor General, ajd ultimo, viz. That the 
Opinions 'of the Menwrs of the Board may be taken. Whether the Requifitions contained in the 
Nabob’s Letter recorded on that Day, (hall be complied with or denied f may be re- 
confidcred.” 

«( Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis having given their Opinions on the original Queftion in the laft 
« Coiifultation, 

Mr. Barwell proceeds to deliver his Sentiments as follow : « 

“ Mr. Barwell-*-! am of Opinion, that, as the Nabob is pleafed to demand and aflert the pofitive 
M Rights of bis Cilice as Nizam of the Provinces, and as he has been invariably acknowledged 
« fuch by the Company and this Government, I do not fee upon what Ground wc can deny his Rc- 
queft. A Reference at this Time for the Orders of the Company, would be an Evafion refledt- 
ing on their Honour, and unbecoming the Jufticc of the Government.” 

“ uovernor General — The Nabob’s Demands are grounded on pofiiivfe Rights, which will not 
«« admit of a Dilcuflion. 

He has an inconteftable Right to the Managrtmtnt of his own Houlhold. 

“ He has an thconteft..ble Right to the Nizamut } it is his by Inheritance the Dependants of 
« the Nizamut Adawlut, and of the Fouldarry, have been repeatedly declared by the Company, 
“ and by this Government, to appertain to the Nizamut. 

For thefc Reafons 1 am of Opinion, that the Requifiiioni contained in the Nabob*s Letter, 
“ entered on Coiifultation a jd ultimo, ought to be complied with.” 

“ Mr. Francis— Since it has been refolved that the Confidcrat'ton of the original Queftion IhouJd 
“ be relumed, I defire that the Secretary will read to the Board the repeated Letters already addrclf- 
« cd to the Governor General by the Nabob on this Subjedt, previous to the laft, as they will pro- 
** bably throw Lights upon it, which arc not before us at prelcnt.” 

“ Governor General— I muft beg Mr. Francis’s Paidon for objedfing to the prefent Motion, as 
it does not arilc out of any new Matter produced at this Meeting v and as thefe Letters, if they 
‘‘ arc uippofed to contain any additional Lights, ooght to have been confidcred by him before he 
“ gave his Opinion* I have no Objection to their being produced •, the Letter Book containing the 

“ Perfian Correfpondcnce ought always to be before the Board, and this is the only Day in which I 

“ recolledt that they were not lying upon the Fable *, my Objection goes only to the Lofs of Time 

“ which will be confumed in tracing the Nabob’s Letters, which may have been written on the 

« Subject, and in reading them to the- Board. The Letter Books arc now produced •. 1 defire that 
“ til Afiiftant Secretary will examine them, and ftiew Mr. Francis luch Letters as he finds coniained 
“ in them from the Nabob. This I apprehend will anlwcr all the Purpolcs for which he can require 
“ them, and the Time of the Board will be Ipared.” 

“ Mr. Francis— I underftood the original Queftion was refumed de novo. In delivering my 
“ former Opinion, I referved to myfcif a Right to alter it acc irding to the Arguments which might 
“ be ftated in the Courfc of the Debate. The Letters in queftion, if they arc ciueied on the Perfian 
“ Corrclpondencc, might have been read while we have been talking upon the Subjedf. I generally 
“ have examined the Perfian Corrclpondencc, but dp not recoiled to have feen any Letter from the 
“ Nabob, ftating, as he lays, very fully the Trouble and Uneafinefs he fuffers from the Nabob 
“ Mahomed Reza Cawn’s being inverted with the Offices he now holds. From what I have heard 
“ of hi^ Condud, and of thofe Perfons who arc moft in his Confidence, and have the greateft In- 
“ fluence with him, I can cafily believe that Mahomed Reza Cawn’s Authority is a Rellraint over 
“ him ; when that Rcftraint is removed, I do not doubt that he will immediately become what he 
“ was before, an cafy Prey to his menial Servants, whofe utter want of Ability, Integrity, and At- 
“ tcntion to render him in any Degree relpcdablc even in the Eyes of the Natives, arc well known 
“ to the Cnuit of DiK'ftor*- When the Rights of the Nabob to the Management of his Houlhold, 
“ and to the Ekcrcile of the great Offices dependant on the Nizamut, arc fo peremptorily declared, 
“ I Ihould have conceived that his Ability to judge and ad for himlclf and his Capacity to execute 
“ Offices of fuch elTcncial Importance to the Welfare of the Country, would alfo have been con- 
“ lidered by a prudent Government, I know with Certainty that he is in his own Ferfon utterly 
“ incapable of executing any of thefc Offices ; nor does it follow from any Acknowledgment of his 
“ Rights, that it (hould not be the Duty of this Government to recommend to him wile and able 
“ Men, and*fuch'as the Company thcmlclvcs arc known to confide in, to fupport and carry on that 
“ Part of the Public Bufinefs, which is ftill left, or luppofed to be left, with the Nizam. The Com- 
“ pany will judge of the real Motives and Objed of the Retjuifitions brought befo e us in his Name, 
” and how far fuch an Addrefs from him will juftify the Removal of a Minifter, whofe Appointment 
“ has been exprefsiy, and in the higheft Terms, approved by him on the a+th December 1776. The 
“ Secretary has yet pointed out to me but One Letter from the Nabob, which appears to have been 
“ received on the 17 th November. In that Letter he fays, “ I am hopeful you will not keep me 
Szt.CoM. Ref. V. H 
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longer in tliis painful Sorixnfc, but will bf kindly pleafed to, write imm^iately to the Munny 
“ iiegum, that Inc take on hcri'clf the AdmiftiRration of the Affairs of the Niaamut, which U in 
“ her own Family, without the Intcrfcipnce of any other Perfon wbatlbcvcr •, by this you wi}l 
*' me complete Satisfadion.” The 'Way then to give this youtig Prince complete Satis|iiftidn, if^^ 
“ can fuppofe fuch Letters are really diftated by him, is to rcftorc Munny Begum to the Admini. 
“ llration of the AfTairii of the Kizamut, without the Interference of any other J^erforr whatfoever. By 
“ this Hequcll it appears how little he thought himfclf qualified Three Mqntwj^ to take upon him- 
“ felf the Offites which he now tlcfires to Be invefted with. I do not do|ubt that the Obie^ of the 
prefent Meafure is to reftorc Muniiy Begum in Fail, if riot in Form, to the Power, of which (he 
“ was tlivtftcd by a former Ad of this Government. 'I'.hc Merits of this Lady are well known to 
“ the Company. But it may be proper to repeat in this Place what the Court of I^iredors have with 
“ great Keafon thought fit to lay of her : “ Notwitbftanding fuch vail Sums have been carried to the 
“ Nabob’s Account, over and above his Stipend, itj fo Ihort a Space of Time, we obferve, that 
“ in May 1775, there was not a Rupee in his 'I'rcafury, though there were Demands upon him to 
“ a large Amount. This Ciicum.llance alone, were there no oiner Improprieties in the Coadudof 
“ Munny Begum, would juftify her Removal from the Dflicc of Guardian to the Nabob i, bccaufe it 
« is evident, that under her immediate Suprrintendance, great Part of his Allowance muft haw been 
“ embezzled, ,or.very grofsly milapplied.” 

“ RcfolvedI That the Requifitions contained in the Letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla,, 
“ entered in Confuliation 23d February, be complied with. 

Mr. Francis — ^1 diflcnc from and protefi ^ainft this Retqlution •, becaufe, in Addition to ail die 
“ other Reafons exprefled by me, it is a dVred and pofitive l!)ifobcdiencc of the Orders of the Court 
“ of Diredors, exprtfTcd in their high Approbation of the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn 
to his [.rcfeiit Lmployinent ; and bccaulc this ime^ttant Rcfolution is taken without any one Kea- 
“ Ion being alllgncd in Support of the NecelTity or Expediency of it.” 

“ Mr. Wilder — I accede to every Objedion pointed out by Mr. Francis, and likewife join with 
‘‘ him in his Difilnt and Proteft. Further, as the Nabob has thought proper at this Period to 
demand his politive Rights, and as thole Rights may probably prove much more extenfive than 
“ appears from the Qvicltion now before the Board j I am confirmed in my former Opinion, that his 
“ HighnelVs Rcqucit ought to be referred to the deliberate Decifion of the Court of Diredors, 
“ and not at prclcnt receive the Sandion and hafty Determination of this Board.” 

“ Governor General — I now move, that a Later be addrefied to tbi Nabob Mobareck ul Dow- 
la, informing him, that the Board have agreed to comply with the Requifitions contained in his 
** i..ctcer s but that he be requeued to permit the pre£;nt Ju^es and Officers of the Nizamut Adaw- 
** hit, and of the Foufdarry, to continue in Office until he (ball have formed a new Arrangement of 
thole Officers, and (hail have advifed the Board of the fame through the regular Channel of the 
** Governor General. I move alfo, that the Subfiance of the preceding Rcfolution be communicated 
“ to Mahomed Reza Cawn.” 

“ Mr. Whclcr — 1 objed to the Letter for the fanvc Reafons that I have objeded to the general 
“ Queftion. 

“ Mr. Francis— -I agree with Mr. Whclcr. 

“ Mr. Barwcll — 1 agree to both the above Motions. 

“ Refolvcd, I'hat a Letter be addrelTcd to the Nabob Mobareck ul Do^la, informing him, that 
“ the Board have complied with the Requifitions contained in his Letter •, and that he be requefted to 
“ permit the prefent Judges and Officers of the Nizamut Adawlut, and of the Phoufdarry, to con- 
“ tinue in their prefent Appointihcnts until he '(hall have formed a new Arrangement of thofc Of- 
** ficers, and (hall have advifed the Board of the fame through the regular Channel of the Governor 
General, • 

Refolvcd alfo. That the Subllance of the preceding Rcfolution be communicated to Mahomed 
“ Reza Cawn. 

” Warren Haftioga. 

“ Rich* Barweil. 

P. Francis, 

*V£dw* Whclcr.” 

> 


Your Committee have entered at large the feveral Minute^ of, {each Member of the Council, that 
the Ffoufe may clearly perceive their dimtrent Reafonings upon a Queftion of fo much Impprunce, 
as that of removing the feveral Officas of the Si^te, whole Nomination had received the Approba- 
tion of the Court of Diredors, againft whofc Coridud in Office no well-founded Charge had been 
made ^ and the only Reafon alTigned for his Removal, was the Nabob's letter. 

This Motion, to refeind the Refolutiqp of the zd March, was carried by the Cafting-voice of the 
Governor General i Mr. Harwell, who was not at the former Confultation, being now prefent, and 
concurring with the Governor General. The feveral Letters from. the Nabob, recommending bis Mo- 
ther, the Munny Begum, to the Adminiftration of Public Affiairs, are inferred in the Appenffix, N* ^ 
(S) (T) (V) (U.) ^ 

Your Committee find, that the Councif General^ in their Letter to the Court of Diredors of th* *0*" 
March 1778 (Appendix, N*6. (O) thus write:' 

7 . “ 
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« Par. 1 5. On the Rwetpt oPa Letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, addreffcJ to the Go- 
♦» vernor General, in which he Teinonitrates againft the folft Management and Adminiftratii'o of the 
» Affairs of , the Nizamuti the Foufdarry, and the domcffic Concerns of his own Houfhold, bcini? 

“ cofttintrtJff in tite Perfeo df Mahomed R«*a Cawn, as Naib Soubah, after he was Age to con- 
“ duA them himftff \ aflertitig alfo his Right to execute thefe Branches of Ms own Authority, fince 
*• he had attained the Age of Maturity both by the Mahomedan and Chriftian Laws ; and dclirinR 
“ that Mahometf Resta Cawn mighi be removed from the Truft with which he was inserted j a Pro- 
“ pofition Sfas made ^ the Cowfidtration of the Board, and delivered to each of the Members fig- 
“ nifying that their feparete Opinions might be delivered on the next Council Day. * , 

“ When we a®mbled again, the Letterfrom the Nabob.was read, with the Propofuion upon it j and- 
« it was determined by a Refolution of a Majority of the Members then prefent, to refer the Aoili- - 
“ cation to your Decifion. 

“ At the next Meeting of the Board a Motion was made for rcconfidering the SubjcA of our* s'l* M.rcs. 
*• former Debates, as one of the Members to whom the Propolition had been delivered, was abliint- 
from the preteding Council, and had not given hia Sentiments upon it. 

“ In conjcquencc of hisOpiniem the Refolution of the Day before was refeinded; and* as we re-- 
“ garded the Nk^ab's Claim in the Light of a pofitive and inconteftable Right, which we could not 
“ in Juftice deny' him the Enjoyment of, we reiolved to comply with his Demand.” 

Your Cdmftiictee find that the Court of Directors,* in their Letter of the 4th February 177^ (Ap*- 
pendix, N®6. (A a) feem to have well confldcred the Subjeft. They expreffed their Seiniments in 
very ftrong and pefinted Terms agatnft the Majority of the Bbard j and your Committee have thought 
it neceffary to infert in t^is Place the fevenil Paragraphs of thtir Letter, which concludes with their 
Orders, thrt Mahomed R'eza Cawn flialt be immediaiciy reftored to the Office of Naib Soubahdar. 

“ Par. 8. We by no Means approve your law Proceedings on the Application of the Nabob 
“ Mobareck ul Dowla, for the Removal of the Naib Soubahdar. The Requifition of Mobareck ul 
« Dowla was improper and unfriendly, becaufe he muft have known that the late Appointment of 
“ Mahomed Reza Cawft to the Office of Ninb Soubahdar, had been marked with the Company’s 
“ fpecial Approbation \ abd that the Court of Direffbrs had affured him of their Favour as long 
“ as a firm Attachment to the Company’s Interefts, and a proper Difcbarge of the Duties of his bta- 
“ tion, ffiould render him worthy of their Proteflioa. Wc therefore repeat our Declaration, that to 
“ require the Difmiffion of a Prime Minifter thus circumftanced, without producing the fmallcll 
“ Proof of his Infidelity to the Company, or venturing to charge him with one inftance of Mai- 
“ adminiffration in the Difchargc of his Public Duty, was improper and inconfiftcnt with the 
“ Friendffiip fubfifting between tlw Nabob of Bengal and the Company. 

“ 9. Admitting the Nabob’s Complaint, that Mahomed Reza Cawn is not conneded with him 
“ by relative Ties, to be well-founded, it by no Means follows that he has been deficient in Duty 
“ or fincere Attachment to him, or that his Power is oppreffivc and dilhonourable to the Nabob 
“ and his Family > nor can Affertidns of this Nature, unattended by Proof, have any Weight 
with us. 

** Par. 10. In regard to the Nabob’s Claim to take Charge of his own Affairs, merely becaule 
** he is of Age, and thinks himfelf capable of conducting them, wc find it declared by one of your 
“ Members, and not contradicted, that he knew with Certainty that the Nabob is, in his own Per* 

“ fon, utterly incapable of executi«g any of thofe Offices which were deemed of eflential Irnpor* 

*’ tance to the Welfare of the Country « and we are forty to find, that neither this Declaration, nor 
“ the Protefts of T'Wo Members of the Council^ feem to have been thought worthy of an Anfwcr, or 
“ even of Confideration, by the Majority of the Board. 

“ II. The Nabob Hopes, from your Favour and Regard to Juftice, to be delivered from the 
“ Authority of Mahomed Rtza Cawn. He ventures to declare the Company folely indebted to the 
“ warm Support of his Anceftors for their prefent Greatnefs and Advantages. He claims the Ma* 

“ nagement and Adminillration of the Soubahadary as his Right ; and fays, it will be highly inequi* 

“ table in the Company to refufe their Approbation to his Requrft. 

“ Par. 12. We pals over thefe extraordinary Suggefiions of the Nabob without Reply j only ob- 
*’ ferving, that in Juftice to him and ourfeivcs, we muft take the bed Care in our Power of the 
“ Peace and internal good Government of the Country j and wc arc not difpofed to hazard the Ef- 
“ fefts which might be occafioncd by committing the entire Management thereof to his Inexperience, 

“ without enjoining him 10 accept fuch AOiftance, and to employ fuch Minifiers about his Perfon, 

“ as inky be deemed neceffary on the Part of the Eaft India Company. 

“ 13. The 23d of Februaiy wc find the Nabob’s Letter, and a Queftion thereon, were circulated 
“ to the different Members of the Board, for their Opinions to be taken at the next Meeting of 
“ Council, which Meeting happened oA the 2d of MArch } but one of the Members being indif* 
pofed, did not attend at that Bbard. 

“ 14. We have carefully noticed your Debates on the Subjeft. The Refolution of Council of 
“ that Day, that the Nabob’s Letter (hbuld be rrferred to the Deci^n of the Court of Direffors, 

” and that no Kefoimion fliould be taken in Bengal on his Requifitions, without our fpecial Orders 
“ and Inftrnifions, oppears to Us' very proper ) we muft therefore exprefs our Difapprubation, on 
‘‘ finding the laid Rciolotion rcfdrtdtd, on the fnvolot|S Pleas urged by the Majority of the Board, 

” Three Days afterwards. 

“ Par. 15. If the Abfeoce of a Member of Cooncil were fufficient to preclude the Difcuflion 

“ of 
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of any Subject which might have been referred for Confideration by a former Board, or to inva- 
“ lidate Rclolotions taken during I'uch Abl'cnce, it would be in the Power of any Member cfFcdually 
“ to defeat the Ends propoled by the Inftitution of a Council, and to put a total Stop to Public 
“ Bufinefs whenever he thinks proper. We lhall not waftc Time in refuting Claims of Ptivilege ad- 
“ var.ced on this Occafion, becaufe they appear to us unworthy of Confideration, and beneath all 
“ Argument, 

“ i6. The Nabob having intimated that he bad repeatedly (liated the Trouble and Uncafinefs 
“ which he had fuffered from the Naiblhip of the Nizamut being veiled in Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
“ we obferve one ot the Members of your Board delircd the Nabob’s repeated Letters on the Sub! 
“ ject might be read ; but this reafonable>Requcft was over-ruled, on a Plea of faving the Board’s 
“ Time } which wc < an by no Means admit as a fufficient O^eftion. 

“ Par. 17. The Nabob’s Letters ot the 25th and 30th of Auguft, of the 3d of September, and 
17th of November, leave us no Doubt of the true Defign of this extraordinary Bufinefs being to 
“ bring lorv.ard Munny Begum, and again to invert: her with improper Power and Influence, not- 
“ withrtanding our lurmcr Declaration, that fo great a Part of the Nabob’s Allowance had been 
“ embezzh’d or milapplied under her Superintendance. 

“ 18. Inttcadof your declaring that the Nabob’s Demands were grounded on pofitive Rights, 
which fliall not admit of DifculTion \ that the Nizamut is his Inheritance j that the Dependants of 
** the Nizamut Adawlut and Fuujedarry appertain to that Inheritance ■, that as he is pleated to 
** demand and atTcrt the pofitive Rights of his Office, as Nazim of the Provinces, there is no Ground 
** for denying his Requett •, and that a Reference to the Company would be an Evafion unbecoming 
“ the Honour ot Government j— -the Nabob might have been reminded, that a Naib Soubadarwas 
“ appointed, and that Office continued without interruption or OMeirtion, during the Government of 
“ his Anecitors i who luuft have been fuppofed more capable of governing the Provinces than a 
“ Youth of 0 Years of Age. 

“ 19. You have requefted this inexperienced young Man to permit all the prefent Judges and 
“ Officers ot the Nizamut and Foujedarry Adawluts, or Courts ot Criminal Jufticc, and alfo all 
“ ibc Foujedars or Officers appointed to guard the Peace of the Country, to continue in Office until 
“ he the Nabob thall have formed a Plan for a new Arrangement of tbofe Officers j and* it is with 
“ equal Surprize and Concern that we obferve this Requeft introduced, and the Nabob’s oftenfiblc 
“ Rights, fo folemnly at this Period by our Governor General ; becaufe on a late Occafion, to ferve 
“ a very different Purpofe, he has not fcrupled to declare it as vifible as the Light of the Sun, that 
“ the Nai.ob is a mere Pageant, and without even the Shadow of Authority. No Circumffance has 
happened fince that Declaration was made, to render the Nabob more indcpendant, nor to give 
“ him any additional Degree of Power or Confcquencc *, you mufl therefore have been well apprized 
“ that your late Concetfions to Mobareck ul Dowla, were unneceflary, and as fuch unwarran- 
“ table. 

“ Par. 20. As we deem it for the Welfare of the Country, that the Office of Naib Soubadar be for 
“ the prclent continued, and that this high Office thould be filled by a Perfon of Wilidom, Eixperience, 
“ and of approved Fidelity to the Company •, and as we have no Reafon to alter the Opinion given 
“ of Mahomed Reza Cawn in our Letter of the a4th of December 1776, we poGtively direct that 
“ you forthwith fignify to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla our Pleafurc, that Mahomed Reza Cawn 
be immediately reftored to the Office of Naib> Soubadar. And we further dircirt, that Mahomed 
“ Reza Cawn be again affured of the Continuance of our Favour, fo long as a firm Attachment to 
** the liitercrt of the Company, and a proper Difcharge of the Duties of his Station, thall render him 
worthy of our Proteirtion.” 

Your Committee find that the Governor General and Council, on the aad November 1779 (Appen- 
dix, N” 6. (C a) in their Public Department, took into Confideration the Letter from the Court of 
Direftors, relative to Mobareck ul Dowla and Mahomed Reza Cawn > and the Board came to the 
following Rclolution : 

“ Rclulved, That the Company’s Orders for the immediate Re-inflatement of Mahomed Rezi 
** Cawn in the Offices he held in January 1778, be carried into Execution i and that a Copy ot the 
“ laft Paragraph of the Company’s Letter of the 4th February 1779, together with an exaft Perfun 
Tranflition thereof, be tranfmitted to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla and to Mahomed Rczi 


“ Cawn, with a Requifition on the Part of the Governor General and Council to the Nabob, to con- 
“ form to the Injun^ions of the Court of Direflors, exprefifed in that Paragraph.” 

Your Committee find, that the next Day, the 23d November (Appendix N° 6. (D a) the Governor 
General moves. That the 8th to the 20th Paragraphs ®f the General Letter, dated 4th February 
1779, with Mr. Francis’s Motion and Refolution thereon, be again read; Which being read, 

The Governor General moved, “ That the Opinions of the Members of the Board be talon, 
“ Whether the above Refolution thall be approved ?” Your Committee particularly recommend to 
the Attention of the Houfe the whole Proceedings of this Confultation, which are entered in the Appot'* 
dix ; but they cannot avoid cxtradling Part ot Mr. Harwell’s Minute of that Day viz. 

“ I therefore vote for refeinding the Refolution of the laft Council, fo far as regards the Mode of 
« executing the Orders of the Company, but no farther. I agree to the Motion, that the Order be 
" executed -, but am for leaving the Manner of doing it to the DiferetUm of the Governor General. 

“ From nothing that the Governor General has urged in the Courfe of the Debate of Ycftcrday 

.« ® . «• do 
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u Jo I perceive the Icaft DWpoIition in him to decline the Inllrudlions whicli the Company have been 
•* pleafed to give relative to the Naib Soubah.” 

The Governor General, in his Minute, thus exprefles himfclr: “With all the Refpeft and 
•» Submiffion which I owe and feel for the Authority of the Court of Direftors, I mult declare that 
« I fliall not yield even to that Authority, in any Inftance in which it fliall require my ConccHion of 
“ the Rights wli^h 1 hold under an A£t of Parliament.” 

After much* Debate, Your Committee find the Council came to the following Refolution : 

“ Refolved, That the Refoliuion of Ycfterday, viz. That the Companyjs Orders for ihc immediate 
«« Rc-inftatement of Mahomed Reza Cawn in the Offices he held in January be earned into 

Execution, and that a Copy of the laft Paragraph of the Company’s Letter of the 4th February 
1779# together with an exafl: Pcrfian Tranflation thereof, be tranimitud to the Nabob Mobareck 
u ul "10 Mahomed Reza Cawn, with a Requifition on the Part of the Governor General 

i» and douacil' to the Nabob, to conform to the Injunftions of the Court of Direftors, exprefled in 
» that Pardgrtphk be reverfed.!’ 

And' Your Committee find. That the Council General, on the fame Day, refolved, 

“ That the Pleafufe of' the Court of Direftors, fignified in the 20th Paragraph of their General 
“ Letter, dated the 4th February laR, and the AlTorsnce therein direfted to be given to Mahomed 
<< Reza Cawn,, be^mmunicated to the Nabob Mo&areck ul Dowla and to Mahomed Reza Cawn, 

“ in the Words of the General Letter.” ; 

Your Committee alfo find. That on the Confultations of the 1 5th December 1779, which are'entered 
in the Appendix N‘ 6. (E a) Mr. Francis, in a Minute of feme Length, but well deferving the Con- 
fjdcration of the Houfe, moved, “ That it may be refolved. That the preceding Letter from the Na- 
“ bob is highfj' diflatisfaftory to the Board \ and that the Governor General be requefted to fignify 
“ the fame to him, and to demand, in our Name, his immediate Compliance with the Orders of the 
“ Company.” 

To which Mr. Whcler agreed. 

Your Committee think it proper to infert the Minutes of Mr. Harwell and the Governor General 
upon that Motion ; which are as follow : 

“ Mr, Barwcll — If any Advantage was Rated to derive to the Company by controlling the Will 
“ of the Nabob, it might be a QucRion with me, how far the Occafion would vindicate the CompuU 
“ fion propofed ? but when no National Benefit can accrue, nor is Rated, I cannot give my Alfcnt 
“ to a very exceptionable Meafurc.” 

“ Governor General — I fljall take another Occafion to deliver my Sentiments at large on the Sub- 
“ jeft of this Motion : For the prefent I fliall content myfelf with declaring, that I have gone to the 
“ utmoft Lengths preferibed to me by the Company’s Orders, and by my Senfe of my Duty, and that 
“ I will not go beyond them.” 

Mr. Francis’s Motion was negatived by the Cafllng-voice of the Governor, 

Your Committee find the following Paragraph of the Letter from the Governor General and 
Council to the Court of Directors, of the 14th January 1780: 

“ Par. 54. On Receipt of your Orders of the 4th February laR, for the ReRoration of Ma- 
“ homed Keza Cawn to the Office of Naib Souba, we caufed an Extraft from them to be tran- 
“ flated into the Pcrfian Language, and tranfmitted through the ufual Channel to the Nabob NoYtmS.r. 
“ Mobareck ul Dowla. ;By his Anlwer you will obferve that he has not thought proper to com- 
“ ply with your Requifuibn. For the Rcafons on which he has grounded his Refufal, and our Dc- 
“ bates and Proceedings in Confequcnce, we beg Leave to refer to our Confultations, and to ,jthD.ee«kw, 

“ rcqucR your attentive Perufal or them.” , , 1 r 

Your Committee alfo find the following Proceedings of the Governor General, and Council, of 

the 74th February 1780 (Appendix, N* 6, (0 a.) , . . t>. 1 

“ The Governor General lays before the Board a Letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, 

“ containing his Aflcnt to the moR effential Parts of the Company’s Orders, for the ReRoration 
“ of Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Office of Naib Souba. The Governor General informs the 
“ Board, that he has urged to him the Neceflity of a full Compliance, and that he cbnfidcrs 
“ this as already effeaed *, he therefore propofes, that the Kefident at the Durbar be authorized 
‘‘ to inform Mahomed Reza Cawn, that he is rc-inRated in all and every Part of the Authority 
“ vcRed in him by the Refolution of the Board of the i8th of Odober 1775, and to receive 
“ the Salary of S* Rupees 2.40,000 per Annum, annexed to his Office by the above Refolution, 

“ from the i7th November 1779 i from which Day the fevcral Salaries and Allowances granted 
“ to Munny Begum, Babboo Begum, Rajah Goordafs, and the late Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, by 
“ the Refolution of the Board of the i ith May 1780, are to ccafe and determine: That he be au- 
“ thorized to prepare Kclauts, and invefl Mahomed Reza Cawn with the fame in the Name of 
“ this Government i and that the Nabob be rcqueRcd to bcRow on him the fame Marks of his 
“ Favour.” 


(C 

C( 


“ From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, received 22d February 1780. 

four gracious Letter, informing me that you had received wpeated and pofitive Orders 
n the Company about the ReRoration of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn ^hadre Mozuffer 
to the Office of Naib Souba, and alfo refpefting the withdrawing the Penfions of t c w 
.. Com. RtP.V. I ” Begums, 
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Re,>ums which had been afligned to them in the Month of January 1778. and containing your 
r?T. .n rhl Snbie<a is arrived, and I am acquainted with all the Particulars of it. 

» "sir what Uneafinefs and Sorrow I felt on learning the Contents of to 

mv nrefent Letter Before this I have made you acquainted with all my Wifheson the Subjeft of 
rny , , R-n^ration and I have not yet altered my Defire on this Head j but as the 

the faid Nabob Re • j y,ijom I have always confidered, and ftill confi. 

Company , mvfelf and’ my Family! advife me to complf with them, 1 «n kft without 

niy Affairs agrecrble to fOUjAd^ ^fthough it 
Kemedy. as 1 Wirtifs I have accordingly determined to obey the Orders of the 

n,ould not co,nc,d= th!t N.torBImri Rtt.C.n to > Office of N.* 

Company refpe S accordinolv in all the Rights of that Office t bdt *111 not fu^-him to 

from wuf Fricndfhip, that pofitivc Diredtions may be given to him at the Tliw of- ^ Appoint- 
ment \hat he adt in all Matters by my Advice, and that my Signature be pUt » ^1 ^pers. AU 
Sh I from the Ncccinty of the Times, and in Compliance »ith your Wvice, have Regard to 
a riune ’which is full of Detriment to my Rights and th^e of my Family, M|d contrary to the 
Fxpcaftions which I had from the Company and the En^ifb Nation-, yet, reBeaing w the Juftice 
and EqS of the Englifli Gentlemen, I a* confident that whenever the Company fhaU fend out 
Se« b 7 wl ich my Rights can be impaired, and (hould d.red me to be pot'under the An- 
thoriiv of a Perfon who has no Right m the leaft to it ■, you will, upon receiving full Informa- 
tion of it do me Joftice and rcllore me to my Rights, that no t>'<grace and Difhonour may 
cOTic upon me. In fhort, I trull all my Concerns to your hrienclfli.p, and hope that you will ex- 
plain them in fuch a Manner to the Company, that Juflice n'-ry done to me. Further Particu- 
lars wdbe made known to you by the Letter of Sir John D'Oylcy, who is my true Friend, and 
iil whom I put entire Confidence -, whatever he fliall write, confidcr as coming direftly from me. 

Which Prooofition of the Governor General’s was agreed to. % .v r ii • 

And Your Committee alio find on the 3d of March 1780, (Appendix N" 6. (Ha) the following 

I etter from the Governor General and Council, to the Court of Directors : , ' . • 

‘‘ Par. 12. We have the Plcafure to inform you. That the ^^bobMobareckulDowla having 
fisnified his Aflent to the Execution of your Orders in favour of Mahomed Reza Cawn, by a 
« Letter to the Governor General, we accordingly re-inltated him in and every Part 0^ Au- 
“ thority veiled in him by the Refolution of the Board, of the i8th Oftober 1775, with^cSala^ 
Sa Rupees 2.40,0^. annexed 10 the Office by that Refolution, from the > 3th November 
« 1770 j from ^which^ Day the feveral Salaries and Allowances granted to Munny Begum,^ Babboo 
« Beaum, Rajah Gourdals, and the late Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, arc ro ceafe and determ^inc. 

And in ordir to give the Houfc the follcft Information poffible. Your Committee have t aught 
it neceffary to infert in the Appendix N» 6, a compkat Copy of the Proceedings refpeamg 
Mahomed Reza Cawn. ' 
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The Advices which the Court of DireiSlors have lately received from Bengal, of a moft extra- 
ordinary Promotion of Field Officers on that Eftablilhni^cnt, induced 
the Orders of the Court of Direftors on this Subject fo far back as Year *770 
Comnii..« (nd. .bat the Court of Dirt^ors, in their General -etter to ‘'’'f 
at For. William in Bengal, of the 23^ of March . 770 (Appendix N* . 3. (CMfer J,, 

ConduiSl of their Council at Bengal, for the Promotion of Two Lieutenant Colonels, 

» on any future Vacancies they arc not to be filled up, our Intention *^‘"8 

« to tlJformer Eftablifhment of One Major to each Brigade •. and we hereby 

“ fhall hereafter prefume to alter the Military Eftabhfhment laid down from the Jou t « U 

•« reftors, by the Appointment of any additional and extraordinary Officers to fuch 

« ashas bee^n doneTn this Inflance ; it is our fixed Refolution to difmifs thofe Perfons from our 
“ Service, be they whom they may, who fhall take upon thcmfclvcs to concur n 

•• Difobcdicncc of our Orders.” . • • i r 4.*... #./% rKiw Pre- 

And Your Committee alfo find. That the Court of Direflors, in their General Letter to th 

fidcnt and Council at Fort WilUanj in Bengal, of the loth of April 1771 (Appcndi 3 ’ ( 
fay, « To free ourfeivcs in future from the irkfome Ncceflity of annulling any App 
“ Field Officers which fhall not have been made with our Permiffion, we f ‘ 7 , 2 ’ of 

“ do not at any Time take upon yourfelves tO advance any Commander in ^hicf to t . 

“ Brigadier General, or appoint any Colonel to be Commander In Chief, but the ^ 

“ ing m fuch Comr^and Is^^ to aft L provifional Commander m Chief, Id rS 

“ of our Pleafore in this Refpeft •. and we further orfer, that the like Rule ^ 

“ to all other Field Officers, who m Cafe of Succeffion by any Vacancy muft^ be app 
“ vifionally to the next fuperior Rank, until the (*"'^‘^‘^1 ^confirmed by ^ 

In the fame Letter the Court of Direftors exprefs their Diffttii/aftion at the Promotion ot P 

tain Du Glofs to the Rank of Major, as follows: . r-v r * w ’ imon Brevet, 

Par. 97. On obi'erving your Appointment of Captain Du GI06 W be a M j a:qj,s a 

c cannot but be difatisfed at your affuming a Power to beftow fuck Favours or 


wc 
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«« Decency required you to fubmlt to our Determination j however, the long and faithful Services 
of Captain Du Glofs, and his approved Merit, have induced us to continue to him the Rank he 
» has received from your Appointment i but as we fhall not admit of your exceeding our Eftablifh- 
« ment of Engii etrs, Captain Du Olofs muft remain a Brevet Major until he lhall fuccecd to the 
»• Rank of full Major, on a Vacancy ot fuch Rank in the Corps of Engineers.” 

And your Committee find. That the Court of Direftors complain ot the Number of Field Officers 
on the Bengal Eftabhfhment, that they limit the Number on the Eftablifliment : and in the too, 
101, 104, anti *09 Paragraphs of the fame Letter, they give tlic following Inftrudions, 

“ Far. too. Upon examining into the State of your Military Officers, we find the Number of 
M Field Officers greatly exceeds your Eftablilhment •, we therefore direa, that all above I’hred 
•» Colonejs of Infantry (including the Commander in Chief) Six Lieutenant Colonels of Infantry, 
One of Artillcm and the Lieutenant Colonel of Engineers, Six Majors of Infantry, Three of 
♦♦ Sepoys, One of Artillery, and One of Engineers, are to be looked upon as Supernumeraries* 
“ and no Promotions muft be made till they are provided for, as we arc determined that the 
“ above Eftablilhment lhall not be exceeded on any Pretence whatfoever. 

« Far. loi. As it frequently happens that you permit Field and other Officers to come to Eng. 
“ land for the Recovery of their tfealth, and u|)on their leaving India have filled up their Com- 
“ miffions, whereby our Military Eftablilhment, upon the Return of tliofc Officers, has been cx- 
** cccdcd, and tfie Company’s Expcnce thereby greatly increafed •, in order to avoid this Evil, we 
“ direft that you do not fill any vacant Commiffions which lhall happen by Field or other Officers 
“ coming to Europe for their Health, or otherwife with your Fermillion, but that the Officers next 
“ below them do perform their Duty until their Return, or your receiving our Orders to the con- 
“ trary. 

“ Far. 104. Upon confidering the Cafe of Captains Benjamin Wilding and George Boulton 
“ Eyres, we have thought proper to reftore them to their original Ranks on your Military Efta- 
“ blilhments, the f«mcr as Lieutenant Colonel next below l.icutenant Colonel Winwootl, and 
« the latter as Major next under Major Frederick Thomas Smith ; but they arc to be paid 
« the ulual Pay of Captains only, until the Field Officers ferving under the Frefidency lhall b6 
•• reduced to the Number mentioned in the tooth Paragraph; and when they fliall enjoy thofe 
“ Ranks by fuch Kedudion, they are to have the full Fay and Emoluments, the former aS Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, and the latter as Major. 

“ 109. We have very maturely confidered your Proceedings upon the Reftoration of Captains 
** Goddard and Ahmuty, to the Ranks they held before the Aflbeiation of the Officers in 1766; and 
“ it appears to us not only an improper Mcafure, but very injurious to thofe Officers who had a 
“ juft Scnle of their Duty, and did not join in the Aflbeiation, and slfo to thole who were fent from 
“ Fort Saint George and Bombay to your Affiftance at that critical Time, under the AfiTurance that 
“ they Ihould not be fuperfeded ; but as it appears contrary to all Military Orders, that an Officer 
“ once railed to a fuperior Ihould I'crve in an inferior Rank, without a Breach of Honour, and having 
“ a favourable Opiniotr of the Merits of Captains Goddard and Ahmuty, we do agree to their con- 
“ tinuing in the Ranks you placed them on the i6th December 1769; but we dirtCl that they receive 
“ the Fay and Allowances of Captains only, until the Field Officers ferving under your Frefidency 
“ fliall be reduced to the Eftablilhment of Six Lieutenant Colonels and Nine Majors ot Infantry and 
Sepoys, when they arc to enjoy fvill Pay and Emoluments, the former as Lieutenant Colonel, and 
“ the latter as Major * yet we are greatly difpleafed at the Liberty you took in promoting thofc Gena 
“ tlcmen, when your Military Eltablilhment was complete, from whence the Company has been put 
“ to great Expcnce.” 

And Your Committee further find, that the Court of Direftors continued to adhere to their former 
Rclblution of not encrcafing their Eftablilhment of Field Officers in Bengal, as appears by the 49th 
Paragraph of their Letter to the Pretident and Council of Bengal, of the 7th of April 1773, which 
Is as tolloweth, (Appendix, N* 13. (F.) 

“ We have permitted Major John White to return to our Military Service at your Frefidency, and 
“ to take his Rank next under that Officer who lhall be younger Major on his Arrival there j 
“ but with this exprefs Condition, that he receive only the Pay and Emoluments of Captain until 
” the Field Officers are reduced to the Eftablilhment, when he is to be entitled to the Pay and 
“ Emoluments of Major.” 

And Your Committee further find, that the Court of Direflors found it neceflary to take from the 
Picfu'tnt and Council the Power of granting CommilTiDns to any Field Officers whatfoever, as wilt 
appear by the following Orders in the General Inftrudions to the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal, dated the a^th of March 1774, Par. 48. (Appendix, N“ 13. (G.) 

“ It is our exprcis Order, that no Commiffion to any Field Officers be granted by you; but, in cafe' 
” of Vacancy, the Officer next in Rank (hall fupply die fame provifionally until our Pleafure be 
** known. And we dired, that all Commiffions below the Rank of Field Officers, bo filled up and 
” hericclorth figntd by the Governor General and Council in Bengal, and by our Prefident and Coun- 
“ cil at every other Settlement.” 

And Your Committee find, that tb<! Court of Diredors complain, that notwithftandingall their Or- 
ders, tliey had not been able to prevent an undue Application of the Commiffion granted upon the 
Revenues, by their Prefident and Council of Bengal ; they therefore, in their General Letter to Bengal, 
of the 3otli of March 1774, (Appendix, N’ 13. (H) give the following Inftrudions t 
” Par, 68. When wc icftored, oracquicfccd in the Reftoration of lundry Officers who had been 

‘‘ concerned 
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“ concerned in the Mutiny of 1766, it was under theexprefs Limitation of their being confined to 
“ Captains Pay and Emoluments, until the Number of Field Officers fliould be reduced to the fixed 
“ Eftablifliment } which was, Three Colonels of InfantrJrj including the Commander in Chief, Eighc 
“ Lieutenant Colonels, and Eleven Majors ; how then our Prefident and Council could permit thole 
“ Officers who were Supernumerary to (hare in the Commiffion upon the Revenues, before thty 
“ fucceed to the Pay annexed to their Station, we arc at a Lofs to conceive. 

“ 69. It is however our exprefs Diredion, that the Commiffion upon the RCvcrtUcS, Ordered to he 
“ paid to Field Officers, be in future confined to the above Eftablifliment (vit.) to Three Coloncl.c 
“ Eight Lieutenant Colonels, and Eleven Majors, beginning with the cldelt ColOnel, Licutt-nant 
“ and Major.” 

And Your Committee further find, that the Court of Diredtors, in their Letter to Bengal, of 
3d of March 1775 (Appendix, N” 13. (I.) confirm their former Inftrudlions as follows ; 

“ Par. 91. In our Letter to you, dated 30th March 1774- Par. 69, we fixed the Number of 
“ Field Officers who were to be allowed Shares of the Commiffion upon the Revenues of BengjI, U) 
“ Three Colonels, Eight Lieutenant Colonels, and Eleven Majors : We hereby confirm the la;4 
■ “ Regulations, and diredt, that no Supernumerary Lieutenant Colonel receive a larger Share of Co.n. 
“ miffion than he would be entitled to as Major *, and alfo that the youngeft Majors be wholly t;;- 
“ eluded, till the Field Officers fliall be reduced to the Number fixed by our Fftabjifhment.” 

Your Committee find, in a Letter from Brigadier General Stibbert to the Governor General ami 
Council, dated the 31ft Odtober 1780 (Appendix, N“ 13. (L) a Plan for not only augmcniing tm; 
Sepoys Corps in the Bengal Army, but for making very eflential Changes in the Conftitutlon of t'.ie 
Army itfelf. He propofes to reduce the Strength of each Battalion of Sepoys to 500 Rank and Kiir, 
and then to form the whole Corps of Sepoys into Regiments, confifting of Two Battalions each ; and 
after ftating what he thinks will be the principal Advantages rclulting from this Mcaiarc, he coin 
eludes as follows : “ After all, I mull acknowledge that this Phin'is liiil iniproveable, and would Ir 
“ much more complete, were a Regiment to be commanded by a Major, and each Battalion by a Cap- 
“ tain i but as this would create an extra Expence to the Company, which might be confidcrecl too 
“ heavy, I have been deterred from propofing it.” 

Your Committee allb find a l.ctter from Brigadier General Stibbert to the Gc'crnor General and 
Council, dated at Calcutta, the 24th of December 1780 (Appendix, N“ 13, (M) and laid to be 
written in confequence of their Commands to him by Letter of the 14th of the fame Month, but 
which Letter your Committee have not been able to obtain from the Eali India l ioufc. The Whole 
of General Scibbert’s Letter, together with the other Papers and Proceedings relative to tha; Bufi- 
nefs, will be found in the Appendix, N* 12. 

Notwithftanding which Your Committee have judged it ncceflary to bring forward fo the imme- 
diate View of the Houfe, the State of the Army in Bengal, as deferibed by the Provincial Comman- 
der in Chief. 

Brigadier General Stibbert, in the before- mentioned Letter, fays, “ I come now to fpeak of the 
“ advanced Rank and Allowances which I have propofed to be granted to the Officers commanding 

Regiments, which, however great an Innovation it may be, I hope 1 lhall be able to make appear tu 
“ be both proper and unavoidable. 

“ At the fame Time that, in order to the rooting out the Abufes which had from a long Coiirfe 
« of Prafticc infinuated themfcives throughout the Army, and which are of a Nature tending mi- 
“ mediately to the Ruin of the Corps compofing our native Infantry, and confcquently to the en- 
“ dangering the Britilh Interefts in this Country, it is become indil'penfably nccelfary to fix rocli 
“ Checks, and to eftablilh fuch fevere Rules with rclpedt to the inuftcring and paying or the 
“ Sepoys, as lhall put it entirely out of the Power of their Commanding Officers to derive any Em i- 
“ lument from Deficiencies in their Corps, or from any other improper Sources, and hereby engage 
“ their Attention wholly to the difciplining of them j it is likcwil'e requiiite (to this beneficial and 
“ defirable End) to annex fuch Rank and Allowances to the Command of thefc Officers as luits its 
“ Importance, and the Length of their Services ; for totally to debar them from all Perquifitcs and 
“ Emoluments whatfoever, without advancing their Rank and Salary, would (luppofing it pornble 
“ to introduce fuch a Regulation into our Army) prcxlucc no other Conlequencc than that ui ren- 
“ dering them to a Man difaflFedled to our Service. I need not add, that this is a Difpofition tth:i.li 
“ certainly gives Birth to an univerfal Relaxation of Difeipline •, an Evil to which, under lurh Cir- 
“ cumftances, no Remedy, however violent, could be eft'edtually applied. 1 his Danger however wll 
“ be avoided by granting the fuperior Officers the advanced Rank and Allowances propofed by m‘‘> 
“ which no Doubt will ere long reconcile them to the Reform •, which, by difcngaging them iw” 
“ the Purfuit of other Objefls, will lead them to exert thcrnlclves more than ever in training and 
“ difciplining the Corps committed to their Charge. 

“ There remains. Gentlemen, little more for me to fay. Thofe Parts of the annexed Regulations 
“ on which 1 have not remarked, will, I truft, fpeak for themfcives j but I am particularly huiitiul 
“ that the Forms I have preferibed for muftering and paying the native Troops, will evince that my 
“ principal View in thefe Arrangements has been to ftrike k the Root of every Abufe that Ini 
“ hitherto operated, either to the Prejudice of good Order and iDifeipline or the Rights of the native 
“ Soldiery, on whofc hearty Attachment to the Service fo much depends. 

I am aware, that cxcluftve of Pay, Batta, and Allowances, there may be fomc other additionsl 
“ Expences incurred by the Arrangements I have the Honour to lay before you, of which I have 

not taken Notice in my Statements. It is not my Intention to reft their Propriety or Utility "n 
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the Proof of their yielding the Saving exhibited in the annexed Memorandum. I (hall be fatisfied 
if they do not increafe the Difburfements onthe-Army Account i and though, contrary to Anpear- 
« anccs as well as to niy Hppe, they fliould add in a fmall Degree to the Military Burthen, yet 1 
“ am confident that the beneficial Confequences which will in due Time rcfult from them, will be 
“ confidcrably more than equivalent to the extraordinaiy F.xpence tliat may be incurred bv 
« them.” ^ 

Your Committee find the following Propofitions, amongft many others (all of wliich are infrrted 
in the Appendix, N" 13, (M) fubmitted to the Council General by Brigadier Gcimal .Stibbert; 

That the Sepoy Corps of this Ertabliniment be new-modelled in the Manner following ; (viz.) 

« That the feveral Battalions of Sepoys now attached to Brig.ndes, be augmented by new L.evies 
“ to 1,000 Men Rank and File-, that they (hall be denominated Regiments*, and that thefe Regi- 
“ ments be formed into Two Battalions of equal Strength, confifting each of five Companies, 
“ viz. One Grcn.idicr and Four Battalion Companies. 

« That this Regiment be commanded by a Major, to be Ailed M.ijor Command.ant ; and each 
Battalion of it by a Captain. 

“ That a Gratuity of 600 Rupees a Month be given to each Major Commandant, in Confidcra- 
« tion of his Length of Service, and in lieu of all Perquifites and Emoluments whatfoever, from 
“ which they fhall be totally excluded. 

« That an Allowance of 120 Rupees per Month be given to each Captain commanding a Batta- 
“ lion of a Regiment, as a Compensation for the extraordinary Duty annexed to this Station. 

« That Two Lieutenant Colonels be attached to the Sepoy Corps of each Brigade.” 

And Your Committee find, that the Governor General and Council of Bengal, notwitliAanding 
they were reftrained by the moft pofitive Commands of the Court of Direiftors, not to grant a Com- 
miflion to any Field Officer, but that in cafe of Vacancy the Officer next in Rank fiiould fupply the 
fame provifionally, until the Pleafure of the Court of Direftors was known, did pals the Whole of 
Brigadier General Stibbert’s Propofitions into Refolutions of Council, and in conlcqucnce promoted 
36 Captains to be Majors upon that Eftablifhmcnt. 

And that the Houfe may be competent to judge upon this Faft, Your Committee fubjoin in this 
Place, the feveral Paragraphs of the Secret Letter from the Governor General and Cooiuil at Beng.d, 
dated the 7th of January 1781, which contain the Rcafons of the Council Gencial for their 
Conduift. 

“ Par. 15. The Provincial Commander in Chief, in the Perfuafion that to derive from the n.i- 
“ tive Infantry of our Eftablifiimcnt thofc capital Advantages which can only rel'ult from exaifi: 
“ Difciplinc, tempered with a ftrift Adminiftration of the Rights of the Soldiery, it was pofitivcly 
“ necelfary thoroughly to reform and new-model the Corps compoling this Part of our Military 
“ Force, prelcnted to us on the 26th ultimo a Series of Propofitions, beft calculated, according to 
“ his Judgment, for compafilng fo important and ufeful an End. 'I'hele Propofitions were .iccom- 
“ panied with figured Statements, exhibiting, as nearly as might be, the extraordinary Kxpenct 
“ which would be incurred by the new Sepoy Eftablifliments, and the Annual Saving wlfuh 
“ would accrue from the general Arrangements. 

“ 16. I’he Letters which we have received from Brigadier General Stibbert on this Stibjeft, 
“ and Copies of the Statements and Propofitions accompanying them, arc fent to you Numbers in 
“ this Difpatch. After maturely conftdering the Principles on which the Plan fubmitted to us was 
“ obvioufly founded *, after meafuring the Extent of the Advantages it promifed to produce, and 
“ after fatisfying ourfclvcs that it united CEconomy and Utility, wc delayed not, in the Convidion 
“ that the late Military Conftitution of our native Infantry was pregnant with Defefts whii h, unlefs 
“ timely correded, threatened the moft ferious and alarming Confequences, to pafs the Whole of 
“ General Stlbbc'rt's Propofitions into Refolutions of our Council. 

“ 17. Wc will here delineate, as far as may be ncccflary, the general Ground-work of this new 
Superftrudurc, marking the Icfs obvious Motives of particular Regulations, and diftinguifhing, in 
“ a concife Manner, the Advantages they poffefs over former Inftitiuions and Arrangements. 

“ 18. The apparent Strength of the Battalions of the European Regiments being at all Times very 
« inconfidcrable (rarely exceeding 300 Rank and File) and their pofitive or effcAive Strength being 
“ frequently below 200 Men, the large Eftablifhmcnt of Officers annexed to thefe Corps ajipcarcd 
“ to be produdivc of an utterly irreqiiifite Expence, without yielding a fingle Advantage in a Mili- 
“ tary Point bf View : Influenced by thefe Refiedions, we made it our Rcqtieft to General Stib- 
“ bert, to examine the Expediency of doubling op the Battalions of the Regiments: And accord- 
*' ingly we have liad the Satisfadion of receiving his Concurrence in a Mcafurc that, while it oc- 
cations in our Monthly Expcnccs a Retrenchment of 37,186 Sonaut Rupees, furnifhes us with a 
“ confiderable Number of Officers towards completing our native Infantry on the new Eftablifii- 
“ ment. 

‘ “ 19. Although the Commander in Chief has in the annexed Propofitions inferted a Claufe, cx- 
“ preffing, that when the #ength of the European Regiments fliall exceed 762 Rank and File, 
“ they fhall revert to their former Conftitution (bccaufe in that Cafe the Corps would be too un- 
« weildy for the Purpofe of manoeuvring with Celerity and Exadnefs) yet we muft remark, that 
“ it is by no Means probable that we fhall be reduced, during the Continuance of the War in 
“ Europe, to the Neceffity of rc* adopting this burthenfome Syftem on the Military Principle fug- 
Ssu Com. RtP. V. K “gelled; 
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“ gefted } and that the Period at which alone fuch a N^ccffity is likely to occur, will be the heft 

“ fuited to its favourable and cafy Operation. , ^ ^ t\’ r . 

« ao. Having refolved, in confequena of the approaching Departur^f a Divifion of our Army 
towards Madras, to augment our Mifftaryil^orce, we iffued Ord^ fi# the railing of o new Bat- 
“ talions i but the Commander in Chief having , fuggefted to us tHl Expediency of new-tnt^clling 
« the native Infantry, and of applying an immediate and efteaual Remedy to the Abufes which had 
crept into the Corps compofing this Part qf the Army, to the great Detriment of the Service, wc 
« thought proper to recall thofe Orders, and to figiiify to him that we were prepared to receive his 
« Sentiments at large upon tbU important an 4 iWtrefting Subjeft ; when he accoroingly prefented 
to us the annexed Propofitions, explaining them, as, far as was requifitc, in oor Confultation of the 

“ 26th ultimo, at which he was prefent.' . u o r .. 

21. As the Advantages of the new Sepoy Arrangements, as far as relates to the t urpoies of 
manceuvring and difeiplining the Corps, as well as to the Effefts which may be produced on the 
“ Minds of the Country Powers by fuch an apparent increafe of the Number of Battalions on our 
« Eltablilhmcnt, are fully let forth in GeiKSid Stibbert’s Letter to us of the 31ft of Oaober. we 
“ beer Leave to refer you to' the fame for hil|f^rguments on thefc Heads ■, which, wc arc to pbferve, 
‘‘ had their due Weight with us. Wc mult alio rcqutft of you, to feck in the fame Letter the Rea- 
“ fons adduced by him for abolilhing the Office of native Commandant to the Sepoy Regiments j in 
« the Propriety of which we entirely acquiefeed, as well as in the Expediency of the Regulation di- 
“ reeling the native Adjutants to be made from Jamautdars (inftcad of Soubadars) with a View of 
“ preventing thefe Officers from fuccccding to the dangerous Influence and Authority of the Com- 

" mandaius. » ,.t,j • . 

“ 22, At the fame Time that, in order to the corredling of the Abufcf whieh had crept into the 
“ Army, and which were of a Nature tending dircftly to^ic Deftruftiorf of the Corps compofing it, 
“ it was become neceffary to fix fuch Checks, and to cftablilh fuch rigid Rules, with regard to muf- 
“ tcring and paying the Sepoys, as Ihould put it totally out of the Power of the Commanding Offi* 
“ cers of Regiments to delire any Emoluments from their Corps, and thereby engage their Attention 
“ wholly to the difeiplining of them •, it alfo became requifitc to annex fuch Rank and Allowances 
“ to the Command of theie Officers, as fuited its Importance .and the Length of their Services ; For 
« to have entirely excluded them from all Perquiites and Emoluments whatfoever, without ad- 
“ vancing their Rank and Salary, would, fu^pofing it polTible to have eftabliflicd f^h a Regulation, 
“ have produced no other Conlcquence than that of rendering them to a Man difaffefted to the &r- 
vice }— an Evil that mull: have neceflarily been followed by an univcrfal Relaxation ot Difeipline, 
“ for which the moft violent Remedy would, under fuch Circumftanccs, be incfiedual. 

“23. This Danger however is avoided, by granting, as we have done, advanced Rank and Al- 
“ lowances to the Officers commanding Regiments of Sepoys, who, no Doubt, will ere long be re- 
“ conciled to the Reform, and, being difengaged from the Purfuit of other ObjcAs, exert them- 
*♦ fclves more than ever iil training and difeiplining the Corps committed to their Charge. 

“ 24. You will be fatisfied, on examining the annexed Papers, that notwlthrtandmg the great In- 
« creale of Field Officers and Captains confequent of the new Arrangements, there will ftill be an 
« Annual Saving on the Whole, of near Thrtlfe Lacks and a Half of Sonaut Rupees, after allowing 
for the aftual Increafe of Force gained to the Eftablilhment. But as‘the Commander in Chief is 
« aware tiistt exclufive of Pay and Batta, there may be fomc other Expcnces incufred by his Regu- 
« lations, of which he has not taken any Notice, he does not reft their Propriety or Utility on the 
“ Head of Saving. He will be fatisfied if they Ihould not increafe the Di/burfements on the Army 
“ Account j and though contrary to Appearances as well as to his Hope, they fhould add in a 
« fmall Meafurc to the Military Burthen, he aflerts himfclf confident that the beneficial Confe- 
“ qucnccs which will in due Time rcfult from them, will be abundantly more than adequate to the 
extraordinary Expcnce they may occafion. 

« 25. It is unneceflary for us to ofifer any Remarks on the other Parts of the annexed Regulations. 
** Wc conceive that they will fpeak for themlclvcst and we are particularly hopeful that the pre* 
“ feribed Forms for muftcring and paying the native Troops, will convince you that it was our Dc- 
« fign (in thefc Arrangemopts) to ftrike at the Root of every Abufc that could poffibly afifed cither 
“ the good Order and Difeipline of your Forces, or the Rights of the native Soldiery.” 

And Your Committee find, that the Governor General and Council, in their Public Letter to the 
Court of Direftors of the 30th of April 1781, Paragraph 49, faV, “ Our Letter to y<|ter Honourable 
“ Court of 7th January, now fent to you in Duplicate, made known to you the feveral Refojutioos 
“ which we had thought proper to pafs for reforming and new-modelling the Corps of native lo- 
“ fantry on this Eftablilhment, and the other Military Regulations eftablilhed at the famclinric. 
“ Wc beg Leave to refer you to that Letter for the fevcral Reafons and Arguments which hath 10- 
“ duced us to adopt them j and have only to acquaint you further upon this Subjeft, that the Pro- 
« motions and Appointments confequent to the new Regulations, were palTcd on the Firft of Jaou* 
ary, and appear on our Proceedings of that Date.” 

Your Committee here remark, that having ordered the above Proceedings of the Firft of JanuaiT* 
1781 to be laid before them, they find that thofe Proceedings have not yet been received at the India. 
Houfe, but they annex a Lift of the Field Officers of the Imantry and Caaralry. 


10 


Lisi* 
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L I S T of Field Officers in Bengal on the 9th January 178 1, as appears by the Lift delivered in to 

tb||^ourt of Dirc^ors by Ma^or John Scott. 

^ C. — Cavalry Officers. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander Chief of the Forces in India. 

Giles Siibbert, Brigadier General, Commander in Chief. 

Colonels, 

Gilbert Ironfidc, 

James Morgan. 

Lieutenant Colonels, 14. 

Samuel Hampton, ’ -- 

Sir John Cummings, 

Grainger Muir, ’ 

J. Neville Parker, 

John Tottingham, ' 

William Blair, 

Arthur Ahmuty, 

Charles Morgan, 

AIcx' Hannay, 

John Stainforth,' 

A. T. Ahmuty — Cavalry. 

Chriftian Knudfon, 

Jacob Camac, 

C. Filhcr — - Invalids, 

Majors, 51. ' , 

George B. Eyres — - Cavalry; 

John White, 

Cha* Ironfide, 

Horton Brifcoe, 

John Fullerton, 

John Fprbes, 

John Edmondfon, 

* Kob* Blane, 

1 ho* Breton, 

William Jones, < 

Robert Kyd, 

William Popham, 

J. W. Crabb, 

Bcnj" Wroe — Cavalry. 

A" Maepherfon, 

John Erlkine, 

Rob* Stuart, 

Ed^ Ellikcr, 

S' Showers, 

Gab' Johnlbn, 

John M'Pheribn, 

F. Robertfon, 

E. Rawftonc, 

J. Wedderburne, 

J. Landez, 

Charles Ware, 

Thomas Naylor, 

W” Calh, 

Peter Grant,*^ 

Thomas Adderley, 

Wray, 

^.^^ckcreli, 

Ja'^rowne, 

John Byrne, 

Ifaac Eaton, 

Mofes Crawford, 

John M'Gowan, 

Alex' Hardy, 
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William Roberts^ 

S. Kilpatrick, 

J. Lnmfdaine, 

William Dimcnn, 

William Clodc, 

J. llendcrron, 

\V'" M Clary, 

Akx^ Balfour^ 

M. Gilpin, 

R'* Lucas, 

'Fho* Scott, 

S" Ramfay, 

John Scott — rcfigned. 

Your Committee requeft the Attention of the Houfe to the Orders of the Court of Direftors on 
this Subjedl, already recited, which limit the Number of L/ieutcnant Colonels of Infantry to Six, ;in j 
Majors of Infantry to Nine, and pofitively forbid the Promotion of any Field Officer by the Governor 
General and Council. The Houle will perceive the Fdablifhment now confids of 12 Lieutenant Co- 
lonels ot Infantry, and 48 Majors ; 36 of the latter were made by the Promotion of January 1781. 

Before Your Committee concluded their Report on the Subjei^t of Diibbedience of the Comp.in)’s 
Orders in the Promotion of Officers to fupcrior Rank, they thought proper to infert the followin:^ 
i^apers, whieli they juft received. 

Extract of Proceedings of the Board in the General, Revenue, and tnfpeflion Departments, refpefti ^ 
Military Matters, from ift November 17S0 to ill April 1781, 

PROMOTIONS. 

Captain John v^’cott to the Rank of Major, with a Claule inferted in his Commiffion, declarii^ 
Dcc.3oih J7S0. that when rhe Officers who are now Seniors to Captain Scott, lhall attain the Rank of Major, ti iy 
fhall refume their l^recedence over him* 

Refolved, 'Phat the Vacancy occafioned in the Lift of Ldeutenant Colonels on this Eftablifln c' , 
Jan. sUi 1781. by Colonel Goddard’s being appointed a Brigadier General, be fupplied by the Promof ion of M ij r 
Arthur Forbes Auchmuiy, who is next in Succeffion to ihat Rank •, that Major Auchmuty do talsc 
Rank in the Army as Lieutenant Colonel from the i4ih November, but immediately above 
nant Colonel DulV, and in the Infantry from this Day. 

Refolved, 'I h.it Major Chrillian Knudlbn and Jacob Camac be promoted to the Rank of I.u ii:c. 
nant Colonels, to rank as fuch in the Army from this Day, and in the Infantry from the foliov/ir^; 
Date. : 

Lie utenant Colonel Knudlbn, from the 2d of January 1781. 

D’ — — Camac — 3d — D'" — 1780. 

Refolved, That tlie following Promotions do take place, for the Purpofe of carrying into Efieft ti ■- 
Military Airanoemeiits which v«'ere palled on the 26th ultimo. 

C.iprains advanced to tlic Rank of Major, to rank in the Army from this Day, and in the 

in the following Succeffion, 


Allen Macpherlon to take Rank from ift January 1781. 

John F.ifkinc ~ 

2d 

Robert Stewart — — 


Fklward Ellerker — 

4th 

S. H. Showers — — 

5th 

Gabriel Jolinfon — 

6ch 

John Maepherfon — — 

7th 

Fiancis Robertfon — 

8th 

Edward Rawilone — 

9th 

John Wedderburne — 

jorh 

John Landy — — 

I ich 

Charles Ware — — 

i2th 

Thomas Naylor — — 

13th 

William Cooke — — 

14th 

Peter Grant — 

15 th 

Thomas Adderley — 

16th 

Henry Wray — — 

17th 

John Cockerell •— — - 

i8tK 

James Browne — — 

1 9tli 

John Byrn — — . 

20th 

liaac Eaton — — 

2ifl; 
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Mofes Crawford 
John M‘Govvan 
Alex' 1 lardy 
W" M‘ Roberts 
Sam^ Kilpauick 
John Luinldain 
\Viiliam Duncan 
Williani elude 
John lUndcribn 
\V‘“ MClary 
Arthur Balfour 
Martin Gilpin 
Richard Lucas 
Thomas Scott 
Silvcrtcr Ranilay 


27 (\ 

2 2 d 
24th 
25th 
20th 
27th 
2i)tll 
2 gth 

QOth 

3111 

ill February jySi. 

2d 

3d 

41 h 

^th 


LIST of Captains fenior to Copiain John Scott, received per Swallow, loth June 1782 

William Bruce, 

James Crawford, 

John McDonald, 

Richard Burton, 

George Wright, 

William Palmer, 

Edward Clarke, 

Chriftopher Gough, 

James Buchanan, 

Edward Curfey. 


By this Lift, the Iloufe will perceive that the Governor and Council of Bengal, on the jenh De- 
cember 178 promoted Captain John Scott, Aid de Camp to the Governor Cieneral, to the Rank ci 
Major, in dired Diiobedience to the pofitive Orders of the Court of Dlrcdors, and thereby iu- 
peri'eded Forty-fix Captains who were his Seniors at the Ihrne that Promotion took place; and as 
no Realbn is anigncd for this extraordinary Promotion, to the Prejudice ot lo many ot his leiiior 
Officers, but on the contrary, it is declared in Major Scott’s Commiffion, that when any Officers 
who were his Seniors lhall attain the Rank of Major, they fliall again relume tlicir Precedence over 
him; and as Major Scott quitted India very loon after his Promotion, Your Conumittee aie at a 
Lois to account tor the Motive of the Governor General and Council’s Diiobedicnce ot the Ortleis 
of the Dlrcdors, unkfs it was to give the Rank of Major to the Perlon whom t!ie Ciovernor Ge^ 
ncral determined to fend to England in the Character ut his Agent, 


Your Committee were on the Point of clofing their Report upon the Subjed of Difobedience of 
tlie Uiders of the Court of Diredors by the Governor General and Council, when they received the 
tollov/ing Papers from the Idft India IJoul'e. 


Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 27th April 17S1. 

Extrad of a Letter from Sir Eyre Coote to the Governor General ami Council, clatcal 

ift March 17S1, 

The News-papers arc replete with Promotions and new Arrangements in the Military on the P>cng.d 
Fdablifliment, of which 1 am by Appointment the immediate Commander in Chid. 1 need not 
duduie how far my Powers rendered a Reference tor my Appiobation, it not my cxprel, Sarklion, 
ncceftary to fuch Innovations *, neverthclefs, they have been framed, approved, and cxLcuted wiihuui 
being Jius qualified, are now in Force without the Icaft public Report iiaving been rn.ule me ot 
them. I proteft againft the Wliole as irregular, iinmilitary, and burthening the I lonoui able C oni- 
pany with an enormous additional Expence, which I am clearly iatiificil tliere was no Neccflity tor 
incurring, and much Ids at a 'Fimc when the Conipany’s Funds can fo ill afioul ic. 

There is yet one more Circumftancc which appears to have attended thelc late military Inmjva- 
tions, and which, of all others, is the moft immediately deferving ot public Notice. By the Lill ol 
Promotions, as inferted in the News-papers, many of the Officers who accompanied me from Lc noal 
on the preient Service, have not only been pafled over in the common Roiat.on of Promoiioir., j"t: 
have all, excepting one, been excluded in the Diftribution of Commands, to Wiiieh then 
Sel. Com. Rep. V. L 
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•gave them ah undoubted Right. 1 fhail not, after what I have already faid the Indignities offered 
in other Refpefts to my Authority, enlarge upon the Addition furnilhed- by the above Inftanre 
although it is of all the moft pointed againft rnyfelf^ and an Injury of that Complexion to the 
Officers who foffer by it, for which no Excofe can be alleged, unlefs it may be faid, that by being 
in a moft dangerous and difficult War, the Chance of returning to enjoy their Right is againft thcni, 
Infhort, Gentlemen, I fee fo little Credit to be derived from afting in my Capacity of Commander 
in Chief in India, whilft its Powers and Privileges arc liable to be wantonly arrogated by others, 
that I declare nothing but my Attachment for the Welfare of my Nation, and the very critical 
Situation of the Engliffi Interefts in India, would delay a Moment in exonerating myfelf from a 
Charge fo irkfomc and unthankful. Nor will I deny myfelf the Satisfatftion of committing in this 
Place to record, that laftribe the Whole oltMttb late Encroachments upon the Rights of my Station 
to the Governor General, as he now unites in his own Perfon the whole Powers of Government, and 
who in his Public Charadler I had a Right to have expefted far differtfht Treatment from. 

Ordered, That the above Letter lie fo'r Confiderdtion. 


Extract of Bengal Soift’ct Confultations, the 2ift May 1781: 

,'V‘Vu , ** 

Read a Letter from Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, recorded on the Proceedings^of the ayth 

bltimo. r. • • 

The Governor General acquaints the Board, That he has been informed by Bngaoier General 
Stibbert, that Copies were regularly tranfmitted by him to Sir Eyre Coote, of the Military Arrange- 
ments palled on the 26th December -, at all Events, whether this had or had not been the Cafe, fuch 
Communication was not due to the Commander in Chief from the Boalxl, Reports aiid Returns arc 
always made by the inferior to the fuperior Authority, not by the luperior to the inferior ; but upon 
Sir Eyre Coote’s Principles, that Rule is entirely reverled. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Lieutenant General Sir ^rc Coote. 

(Extrad.) 

Sir, 

In a Letter which we lately wrote to you, we acknowledged our Receipt of yours of the iftof 
^larch, which reached us on the 21ft ultimo, and promiled to reply to it as foon as the Ships ui^t 
failing Orders fliould be dilpatched. As it did not contain any Matter retjuiring an irtimediate 
KepJy for the Public Service, and could not but be unplcafing whenever received, we wpre not very 
Jblicitous to anfwer to it in the midft of more prefling Occupations, and now do it more in Compli* 
ance with official Rule than Inclination. 

We are perfuaded, upon a temperate Review of your Letter, you will not entirely approve the 
Spirit in which it has been written, or deem it incumbent upon us to conform in our Reply to the 
fame Terms ot Ex[)reffion which you have been pleafed to make ufe of to this Government* 

Severe Animadverfions upon Mcaiures in which you have not a Concern, and for which you are 
not in the lead rcfponfible, and much more, fuch as had your exprefs Participation, arc as uielefe as 
the Impreniun which you feem to have received of an intended Injury done by us to your Charafler 
jnd Authority is miftaken and ill-founded ; neither the Inftruftions given to Colond Pcaiie, nor 
au) other Acls of this Government, of which you think proper to complain, have been intended ta 
invade your Charafter or Rights, nor can we underftand by what Conftruftion you have fo under- 
llood them. On the contrary, the mofl confpicuous Inftanccs have been afforded by us of onr 
l^eiire to raife and advance both, by the great Efforts which we have made to enable you ter follow 
your public Duties with Vigour and Succefs, and by making thefe the common and primary 
of almoll the whole Bufinefs of our Adminiltration. ^ 

Occupied as you have been in clofe Attention to an important Truft, which could not but employ 
all your Time and Care, we thought it would have been as incompatible with your Situation as wit 
thc Urgency of the Cafes themftlvcs, in every materiar Inftancc to have confultcd you upon evciy 
military Arrangement, and efpecially fuch as were rendered immediately neccITary to fupply theik* 
fjcicncics occafioncd by our extraordinary Exertions for rhe Support ot the C||paiic •, and it 
have been as derogatory IrOm the Authority which wc polfeis, tO have made Reports of them to you; 
this was the IVovincc of the aftiial Commander in Cliicf of the Forces on this Eftabl^itftent ♦, and froai 
him wc underftand that he took an early Occafion to iranfmit Copy of thofc of th^^th Dcq^mber, to 
which we fuppofeyour Letter alludes. . . . 

Your Proteft againft Orders and Arrangements which have pafled under your Authority, m whicn 
you had np Concern, nor could be allowed an elTeftive Voice, and which you pppfels not to have 
is in its Nature invalid ; yet wc arc forry to feC it recordeef on our Proceedings, ahd much more « 
to fee it coloured with fuch Marks of pcrfonal Difpleafure, becaufe wc wifli, on all Occafions, noton y 
to yield you our moft cordial Support <ind Confidence, but that. you may be impreffed with ^ 
Senfe of it, and equally with that Confidence in our Difpofiiion you, which is ncceflary to ow 

mutual and effcftiial Co-operarion. * " u no 

Wc have made our Anfwer to your Letter as fliort as poflible-, we hope that f -g 

further Occafion fot a Correfpondcnce of this Nature, afllirin^ou on our Part wc ^1 afrord 
Caufe for it, and arc determined to have very little Share in it. * a 
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Extrad of Bengal Secre| Confultations, the September 

^xtrad of a Letter from Sk Eyre C^t^, to the G^rnOr General and Council ; dated Choul iv 

Plain, 30th July 1781. ' ’ 

Although an Attention to the Difpatch of the Ships Under failing Orders induced you to pod. 

Vt been plealed to fa/oor me with in reply to my lirter o/X 

,U March, I truft that you did not on that Acco^Bt^l■o deny.it the Opporrun.^y of 
before our Superiors, even with a its faults j as,liowcver much iTnay have millaken mv« Pro 
vmce, in expoftulating at.thts Diftance on Ads of that Government whereof I am mylelf a MVm' 
^r, ^ffeffing a feparate Trutt, which they tend to affed, I am convinced I have not, by |o .lofnft' 
failed in my Duty to my Honourable Employers, or in a proper Senfe of Regard to their real if’ 
tereftsin the I^partiucnt which rfiey have done- me the Honour to commit to mv exn.efs Simer- 
intendance. What other poffiblc End could the Honourable Company propofc to ihcmiclve'^ in 
the Appointment oi a Commander m Chief of all A^^orces ip Indi, uhlefs tomann.eand’rl- 
gulate their Military Deparimenc ? That fuch muft W been, their Tiew in particular^ is I an 
prchcnd, flrikinsly citinccd by the Prbvifion they have made for his having a Voice in the’ Sekd 
Committee at each of their Prefidcncies. ® ^ “ 

VVith the Approach of Colonel Pearce’s Detachment, the Evils which were fo obvious from 
the late extraordinary Promotion in the Military Etbblilhment at your Prcfidcncy. alf,, b, mn 
to approach. ■ Remonftrancesi replete with Reprelentations of Harddiips and Grievances to be iui 
fered by Superceflionio Command on tte Jundion of the Bengal Detachment, are fmt nu 
daily by the Officers ^foftging to this Eft^ifhmcnt. They reft the.r Prctcnfions to Redrc is upon 
their great Length of Services, fcven as faf as Seven. Years more than many by wliom they will 
now be commanded; and upon that equitable Rule of Seniority, whereby (he Advancemit of 
Rank has hltheito Ilten determined. Scnfiblc that they have experienced an Iniutv as what ha" 
happened to the.r irreparable Prejudice has not been the Conicquencc of the common Calualtics 
of Service, but the Relult of a Mcalure unufual, iinmilitaiy, and unconllitutional, 1 cannot but 
feel for their Situation i whicji I the more lament, confeious that it ought to have fallen to mv Lot 
to have obviated, what my every Dcfire now to remedy cannot retrieve, unlefs 1 were to co.mtenanrc 
a fimilaf Meafurc tn this Government, which in Jufticc to myfelf, to the Station I fill, and to n.v 
Employersi has obliged me to exprefs my Difapprobation of in yours. 

^ whatever Sentiments I may communicate to your Govcinnu nr 

on Subjeds entirely Military, I mean not at this Diftance to contend any Points which you m ly 
have thought proper tp decide upon in that Line; at the fame Time, I Ihould hold mylelf highly 
culpable in the Eyes of my King and Country, if, by paffing over them in Silence, I gave room' 
tor the Concluuon, that they bad been determined with my Approbation. 

Ordered that the above Letter lie for Confidcration. 

*■ 

Extrad of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 5th November 1781. 

Extrad of a Letter from the Governor General to the Board; dated Benares, the 220! Odober 1781. 

I have read with Satisfadion Sir EyreCoote’s Lettertothe Board of the 30th of July. Even thofe Parts' 
of it which contain an implied Cenforeon our Meafurcs, the Language of it dillcrs widely from the 
Icrms of that, which weliad fo much Rcafon to complain of, in his Leiter of the ift of March ; It is 
liberal, and luch as becomes a Man of Charader and Station. I am now fixed in an Opinion, which 
I before entertained, if not exprefled to the Board, that the Greund-of his unplcafant Dift'erences with 
us, as apparent in the Courfc of his Correfpondence from the l ime df his Arrival on the Coaft, is the 
formation of the Military Regulations which »c pafleti in the Beginning of this Year, and which he 
leems to think we#framed from Motives of perfonal Hoftility to him, aftd, without fufficient Reafon, 
purpofcly to^i^verfet thofe we had pafled at his Recommendation in Auguft 1779. Although I cannot 
foppofe Inch snJIl^a to exifl: with the Plonourabic Court of Diredors, or th.u they can atTribute llich. 
Motives to our SRlionii, flnee it does not appear in what Way they can cither afted his Reputation 6^ 
^Intcrcft, if regarded in a Vindicative Light, and arc too Interellmg to our own Credit in the Confe- 
rences, to have been undertaken without a ftronig Convidion of their Ncceffity ; yet,' is the Healons 
I®*’ Meafurc ma/'iiot have been completely before them, or may be lightly remembered when 
T k Stridures upon them arc read, 1 muft beg the Board’s Permillion to rejxiat in this Place, what 
1 have before declared on our Records, and wiiat is fiffficiciitly apparent to any one who will give a: 
impartial Conlideratiop to i^^ubjcd,* that » Ra'crii lii finnc fn anlii7#»r on 

^ediare Exrigency of the Pi^C Service, and 
ferent ^rom ' 

i ■’>' 


rorccs 


ihac ihcic Regulations were fmmed to anfwcr an ini- 
and were rcfolvcd on in a State of Affairs very dif- 
that which when | ga‘re my Confeni to paflTng thofe rccoujmcndcd 

Sir %rc Coote, The Board will rccoliecl, tliat when wc rclolved to deracli 
ttnder Colonel Pcaf/fc to the Coaft of Coronurtdel, the Mcafure was founded (mi 
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a particular Requcft made to us by the General before he took his Departure frorri 

Bengal ; and that at the fame Time we knew how lerviceable fach a ReinfdlPccmenc would to 
his Operations oi) the Coait, the Dangers with which our own Provinces were then threatened 
by the Neighbourhood of the Berar Army to their Borders, the Fffeds w^hich a Fear of Invafion 
might naturally be fu^poled' to have upon tftc Minds of the timid People of Bengal, and above all 
the Conrcquenccs that might be tKpe£^ to^arife from the Intrigues of Hyder's Agents with the 
Country Puwcis, confiderably affifted by his great Succefs in the Carnatic ; fo large a Force could ill 
be p^red trom the Company’s Poffeflions in this Part of India. It was at the fame Time, I believe 
within the private Knowledge of the Meqah#*'s of the Board, that even our reduced Force was not 
adualiv lucU as it appcitred on the Returns : 1 mean to fay, that had we required inftant Service for 
the Numbers which Hood oh the Returns, wd^lhould have been greatly difappointed. Such was the 
Pradice of the Service, founded upon a very reproachful Cuftom *, and all our Efforts, in the Trial of 
vaiious and repeated E>vpedients, lo fupprefs it, had hitherto proved ineffcdual. In fuch a Situation 
it became not only abloliitcly ncceffary that new Levies fhould be railed to fupply the Lofs which we 
Ihoiild luffcT from the March of Colonel Peark’s Detachnient to the Coaft, but that the nominal 
Strength of our Forces fliould alfo be its real one. Regulations were accordingly propofed by Bii. 
gadier General Stibbert^ and refolved on by^s, to effed lo defirable an End. An Increaic of Ndinv 
bers, adequate to the I.ofs 6f Colqnel Pearic’s Detachment, was to take' place, and the Subalrcra 
Officers of the fcveral Companies of the J[3attaIions were feparately cntrilfted with the Pay and Muf- 
ter of their Corps ^ and, by the Duties prefenbed to them*, were made, as far as the Good of the Ser- 
vice would allow, and without intruding on the Authority neceliarily vefted in their Corihmanding Offi. 
cers, a Check upon their Captains. More was yet thought politic and expedient: At the fame Time that 
we rclol ved upon Meafures for oiain^aining a large Force fit for Duty whenever called on, and on which 
we might always depend, we determined to incrcafc the Number of our Battalions to a Thoufand Men. 
This Body was called a Regiment, and the Regiment divided into Battalionfof 500 Men each. This Di- 
minution of Strength in each Battalion, as it flood on the farmer Eltablifliment, if known, would appear 
of little Moment in the Eyes of the Country Powers ; and an Augmentation of the Number of our Bat- 
talions would imprel's them with the A we of an incrcafed Army. Having admitted^o private Advantages 
whatever, and kimething more than the common .Pay of the Rank of Captain being thought due to 
the Officers commanding fo large a Corps as a Regiment of One thoufand Men, we refolved on a 
general Promotion, giving tlic Commands of the Regiments to Majors, and, by affording them 
the Pay of that Rank and fomc other Advantages, placing thetH! above the NetefTuy or Dcfire of 
taking l^ofits, which we wiflied to annul. 1 will add for myfclf, that 1 was influenced in giving my 
Concuriencc in tfic Mcafuic (and I believe that Mr, Wheler was fo likewiie) by a Deflre of fliewing 
iome Dillin^tion to a Number of deferving Men, whofe Exertions for the Public Service might foon 
become peculiarly necclfary, and who would naturally feel a greater Zeal to do Credit to their Pro- 
feffion when they found thcmfclvcs placed in higher and more refponfible Stations, thin if they con- 
tinued undillinguiflied in lower ones. This Alteration in our Eftablifhment, feparately confidered, 
would of couilc be attended with fome Incrcafc of Charge •, but it makes a Parc O'hly of a gene- 
ral Regulation, which [provides a large Am[mcntation of Force, yet naakes the Expence of the whole 
Army kfs than it was upon its former Footing. In aflerting this, I am warranted by the Ellimates 
delivered in to us by General Scibbert on thq, 26th December lall, when the new Regulations vverc 
under Conlkleration. The new Regulations being in Force before Colonel Peark’s Detachment 
went away, it, with the reft of our Army, was modelled by them : It partook with it of tne lame ge- 
neral Benefit as to nominal Strength, and indeed received fome Incrcafc of its former Numbers •, tor, 
to make the Arrangement good, we added fome Companies, and fent to the General’s Affiftance a 
Detachment of Five Regiments of 1,000 Men, inftead of Six Battalions of 800. If the Officers ca 
the Madras Fiftablifhmcnt have been Sufferers by an Arrangement which the Public Service in this 
Country has made ncceffary, I will not cenlure them tor complaining ; but I mutl attribute the Caule 
to the Mcalure ot breaking our Detachment, and dividing it among the Sepoy Corps of the Madras 
Ertablifhmcnc which, however ncceffary in the Judgment of the Commander in Chief, I recolleft to 
be contrary to the Inftrudions of this Government, communicated to him when the Detachment 
moved from our Provinces. 

I obkrvc, 'I'hat Sir E,yrc Coote remarks on the Staff allowed to a Major of Colonel Poark’s De- 
tachment, and thenceforth thinks it fit to refled on,. | he un ncceffary Expence which we have per-, 
mitted to be incurred in the Charges of that Corps. The only Major of Colonel Pearfe’s Detach- 
ment who had a Staff, was Major Edmonton, exprekly appointed Second iivCommand ot it. 
It has been always ufual, I believe, for the Second in Command of lb large a TOfce, to have tlie 
Staff' which was allowed to Major Edinbnfon -, but it was not intended, nor was it ncceffary, that ic 
lliould be continued to him longer than he held that Station, and therefore, when he no more was 
Second in Command, as would be the Cafe when a Junction was effefted bet^cn the Dctachmenc 
and the main Army, he of courfc would lofc the Rights and Properties of the Office. 


Your Committee cannot in this Place avoid recommending, in particular Manner, to the At- 
tention of this Houk, the Proteft^ of Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chiet of the Forces in Indict 
againft thofc Military Arrangements which have in Part been the Subjtift of this Report; 
they nmft alio oblerve to the Houk, that although this Protell was dated Madras, iff March lySt* 

and 
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awJ impWrtiQO t}m ftogri CenfuJiWfeM of )!li|fc,F«bffi>ry 1?et,it notfappear tlwt it was 
toviiiattMd to.thftCoufliOf. PircSors until the qf 178.1. 

Mf. Francis, having frated to Yojur Committee*-. Yhat t^e Company’s Qrdjrs rclat^t; to, the Rc- 
inrtatemcnt. of Mr. Fowke and the Reftorafton of M^ipc,d.Resia Cawo^ wciy at length carried 
ino Execution by his pcflonal Interpofition with the G6yerri|tt (jcneral j he was repeatedly defired 
by Yoor CommUtec to explain to them what he meant by his'^ perfonal Interpofition ? ble referred 
Your Committee to fnndry Papers annexed to his Letter of the 12th Odlober 1780, to the Court of 
Diredlors, as containing a full Account of the Tranfadlidfes betwixt him and Mr. I Liftings, which 
began with an Accommodation and terminated in a perfonal Difference, of which the Court of Di- 
redors had been informed ; and he therefore requefted fflat the Committee would rather reter to thofe 
Papers than to his Ferfonal Evidence on this Queftion. 

Your Committee then examined the Papers referred to by Mr. Francis j and find, that in a Minute 
he deliveied its Council, dated nth September 1780, he calls upon the Governor General in the fol- 
lowing Words : “ It in the Accommodation which took place, any Thing was done or propofed by 
** me for my Advantage, diredly or indircfHy, or if any Thing was done or propofed for the Ad- 
“ vantage of any other Peribn whatfoever, beyond what.ivas publicly known and avowed (I mean 
•* the Kc inftatement of Mahomed Reza Cawn, Mr. Fowke, and Mr. Brlftow, in Conformity to the 
** Company’s Orders) I call upon him to declare it. That of Mr. Briftow’s was the only Point of 

the Three which I yielded to fufpend until the Month of Oftober, or until the firft Advices of the 
** Scafon from tfie Court of Direftors.” 

Your Committee cannot pafs over without Olifcrvation, a Matter which materially affcdls not only 
the Independence of the Individual Members of the Council General, the Decorum and Dignity 
which ought to be fcrupuloufly preferved by thofc who arc in fiich Stations, but endangers the vciy 
Exiftence of the eftablilbed Government of India, when the firft executive Officers of Government, 
unmindful of their great Public Truft, fo fifif forget the Duties of their Stations as to decide by 
Arms tlieir Political Differences of Opinion on Matters of State. Your Committee think it their Duty 
to call, in the moft particular Manner, for the Attention of the Houfe to thofe Papers which explain 
the Rife and Progrefs of this extraordinary Event, and which are inferted in the Appendix N" x i. 


4. 

Your Committee will clofc this Report with earneftly recommending to the ferious Attention 
of the Houle, the following Extraft of a Letter from Sir Eyre Coote to the Court of Dircdors, 
datea at Fort Saint George, the 29th January 1782. 

Since my Departure from Bengal, the Military Arrangements of that Eftablilhmcnt, and which 
I had formed with fo much Labour and Attention to the Company’s Interefts, and what ap- 
“ pcared to me beft calculated to promote good Order and Difeipline, and to enfurc to them the 
Utility of that important Department of their Service, hafe, under the Wifdom and Authority of 
“ the Governor General, undergone a total Change, and upon fuch a Plan as has nor can anfwer no 
“ one good Purpofe •, unlefs having entailed upon the Company’s already much-exhaufted Linances, 
*‘*a heavy bprthenfome additional Expcnce, can be confidered as fuch. Subverfive as they have 
“ been of all Military Order, and deftrudive of every Idea of real Service, it is impolfibic lor me 
to charge myfclf with that Share of Refponfibility which is infcparable from the Station I fill of 
“ Commander in Chief in India. The fwelline of the Bengal Military Lift with the Creation of 
“ fuch a Number of Field Officers, and the Ad^vancement of tlie interior Rank in Projiortion, has 
“ been produdlive of a Grievance fcvercly felt by the Company’s old and experienced Officers on 
“ this as well as on' the Bombay Ellablilhment, as afting as they arc upon the lame Services, it has 
been attended with all the Hardlhips incident to Supcrcclfion. The Officers allb in His Majelly’s 
Service, whilff acting in this Country, I'uffcr from this new Arrangement : The Sentiments 1 dcli- 
** vered to the Governor General and Council on that Subjeft are contained in my Letter to them of 
“ the ift March. 

“ I cannot howevpf bring this Epiftlc to a Conclufion witjiout remarking on the late extraordinary 
Excurfion of the Governor General to the Upper Provinces of Bengal j and on the ftill more cx- 
“ traoidinary and unaccountable Mcafure of appointing himlelf Commander in Chief of the Army : 
** How he has coi^udted himlelf in that Capacity, will become known to you by the Accounts from 
“ the Bengal Government. 'When 1 firft: heard of the Rebellion at Benares, I felt the moft lenlible 
** Anxiety, feeing it as I did, big with Confequences which would unavoidably have ftruck at the 
“ very Root of our Exiftence in Bengal, and thereby have deftroyed the only remaining Pillar 10 the 
“ Britilh Interefts in India : Had the Contagion extended itfelf to our more interior Pofl'clfions, I fear, 
that in the then Difpofition of the Bengal Army, it would have become formidable to a Degree far 
'* beyond our Ability to lupprcfs. I conlider it then in a l.ight of the grcatc-lt good Lortu c that 
“ the Evil received fo early a Cjtfck, and rejoice moft fincercly that it was brought to fo favourable 
“ a Crifis. I cannot, however, Danilh from my Recollection the unhappy Omiftion of not furmdi- 
** U)g ibe Guard that arrefted the Rajah with Ammunition •, and tb which 1 believe may in a great 
-Hfir.V, ’’ . H “ Mvalurc 



t 46 ] 

be altriBed all «he fubfeqbeiit It a air^eWfei^ttNMiMiK to 

be wondered at^ poHefling, as Mr. Hafting$> and IToppole ewry other Periott tberci} dtd« a previoi]| 
“ Knowledge of the Rajah’s cdhtumelious Temper, and having, as ^^ars from what has been 
fince declared, a confirmed Sufpicion of his Attachment to tte Englilh ^ermnent i if any Thing 
“ could awaken httods to CaotioD, furely Symptoms fo ftrikiogly alawning as thefe ought to have 
« had the Effea.: ' ^ , 
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Extraft of Letter from the Court of Diitfloh to the Governor and (i:ouncil of Bombay, dated 3 (ft 

March »769. 

Par. 41. rr^ HE opening a Ncgociatioij the Mafattas, Waa a very proper McaAire { and Mr. 
J[ Moftyn acquitted himfelf therein highly to our satisfaAion. 

4a. The Demands ifilule on them in Return for the Advantages they were to expeft from our Suc- 
ee^os againft Hyder Ally, were alfo very proper Stlfttce and Saflein, with their Dependencies, and 
the Marattas Proportion of the Surat Revenues, were all that we feek for on that Side of India. 

43. Thefe arc the Objefts youi are to have in V^isw in all your Tteaties, NeMciations, and Mili- 
tary Operationsi . and that you ihuft be ever watchful to obtain, always attenmp to convince the 
Country Powers, thefe are and ever will be the utmoft Liipits of out Views dq the Weftern Side 
of India. . 




A P P E N D f X, N‘ a. 

W i,- . 

Extraft of the General Letter from the Court of DireAors to the Prefident and Council of Bombay, 

ddted the lath Day of April 1775. 

**»r. 53.1 T is with much Concern wc learn from your Records, that we are not likely to obtain 
" Salfette afroni the Marattas by Negociation 1 we however dilapprove your Refolution to 
take PofleiTioo of that lAand by Fort*, in ciile of the Death or Depofition of Ragoba \ and hereby 
pofitively prohibit you from >it(empting that Meaftife, under any Circumftanccs wliatcver, without 
our Permifllon firft obtained for that Purpofe. 
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PROCEEDINGS RESPECTING MR. JOHN BRISTOW. 

•>' r- r ’ ■ 

1 i . 'V • 

^ '■ • L ■( A ) *- 

Extraft of Secret Confultatiohs, Fort William, 15 th December 1774. 

AS the Commiffion originally grarKed tO^Coloiiel Galliec was only for a temporary Purpofc, and 
as the Board have already agreed to appoint a Civil Servant of the Company as Refidcnt at the 
Vizier’s Court, the Governor General propofes to the Board, that they (hould now make this Appoint, 
ment ; as it is evident, that were the Perlbn who may be fo appointed to proceed immediately, in cafe 
the Vizier complies with Colonel Gallicz’i Demands, the Coloners Commifllon muft be expired be- 
fore the new Rcfident coiild arrive there* 

Agreed, That the Governor General’s Propofal be deferred for Confideratibn' until Monday 
next. 


(Br 

Extraft of Secret Confultations, Fort Willia^n, 2 id December 1774. ' 

Refumed the Confidcration of th? Governor General's Propofal, deferred' for Confideration from 
the 15th Inftant. 

The Governor General gives in the following Minute : 

The Governor General, conceiving that the Reafons afllgned for Mr. Middleton’s Recall from bis 
Station of Rcfident at the Court of the Vizier, will of courfc operate to preclude him from the No- 
mination now before the Board, moves, That the Honourable Mr. Frederick Stuart be nbminsted 
to the Office of Refidcnt at the Court of the Vizier, and Agent on the Part of this Govern- 
ment. 

In making this Propofition, the Governor ia -in Part kiftuenced One Confideration, which at 
any other Time, or on any other Occafion, would ha<*e had little Share in diredfing his Judgment. 
His Eitimation of Mr. Stuart’s Abilities and Judgment is very high j but he confiders that at this 
particular Time the Conneftions of Ml^, Stuart, and the Opinions commonly entertained of the Dig- 
nity and Credit of his Family, will havQgrcarftrsWcight.on the. Mind of the Vizier, (whofc Pride and 
Ambition are his predominant Qiialities, and whole Fears may be alarmed by the late Meafures ot 
this Government, which, for want of a due Knowledge of the Motives that prodiXe them, he may 
conceive to proceed from a Difpofition in this Adrainillration adverfe to him.apd to the Engagements 
fubfiding between him and the Company) than any other. QuajUlications which might fall to that 
of the Perfon who might be entrurted with the Charge of the Negociations between him and this Go- 
vernment, and thereby keep him fteady in his Attachment- to the Company, and pundtual to his 
pecuniary Engagements, which at this Time are the chief Obje< 51 a of our Concews with.>him. 

For Mr. Stuart’s Affiftance in the Difcharge of this Truft, which, frojot the Variety .of .Accounts 
now depending with the Vizier, and from the Probability of other incidental Affairs, which may 
occupy his Attention, is likely to be a laborious one, the Governor General propofes.' that Sir John 
D’Oyly be appointed to accompany him in the Quality of his Affilfant j for which Office he is pe- 
culiarly qualified by an ample Acquaintance with the Perfian Language, having, fince the Abfence ot 
Mr. Redfcarn, the Perfian 'I'ranflator, whole Affiffant he now is, tranfabfed the Bufinefs of that 
Office with much Ability and Afliduity. 

(Signed) W. H. 


Mr. Francis delivers in the following Minute on the Governor’s Queftion : 

Before I give my Anfwer to the Governor General’s Propofition, 1 beg to,obrerve upon the 

Minute with which it is introduced, that when I gave my Voice for the Recall of Mr. Middleton, 
it was not upon the Idea of any Offence or Demerit in him j I had no Reafon to think peribnaliy ii* 
of him at that 1 1 Reafon to think pcrfonally well of .fcim at prefent •, my Ground was 

public i 1 undetftood that he was the Public Rcfident of the Company at the Vizier’s j 

7 
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aflcecl to fee the Whole of his Correfpondcnce ||ith this Government ; I was then told that he was the 
piivate Agent of the Governor, who refufed to communicate the Whole of his Corrcfpondence to 
the Board. 1 thought that an Office of that Nature fliould not be continued, and that the Perfoh 
who held it ought to be recalled to the Settlement, in order that the Board might obtain from him 
thofe Explanations which were refufed by the Governor, If his ConduA in this Kefpeft fhould prove 
ianstadory to the Board, I fhould think him a very proper Perfon, from all that I have heard of his 
private Charadlcr and feen of his Proceedings, to come under the favourable Confideration of the 
Board for the Office of Public Rcfivlent. As the Governor General however has propofed that the 
Appointment fhould be iminediacely made, and as the Ncceflity of the immediate Appointment has 
been repeatedly urged to the Board, I yield to the Governor's Propofal to have it determined this 
Day. I mean not to agree to the Nomination of a Rcfidcnt propofed by the Governor General, for 
affirmative Reafons, which I chink ought to influence my Judgment in this impottaht Choice. My 
Rcl'peft for Mr. F. Stuart however, and for thofe high Conncftions which he has in England, obligfc 
me CO fay, that if I doiiot accede to the prefent Nomination, it is not owing to any perfonal Dii- 
refpeft to him, or Inattention to them *, on the contrary, I fhould think myfelf happy in having an 
Opportunity, where the Public Service did not in my judgment require from me more than barely 
having an Objedion, to fhew him the real Refped I feci for his Perfon and high Family. This 
Voice of courfe includes a Negative to the Nomination of Sir John D*OyIy, whole Affillance other- 
wife I do not doubt would have been indifpenfably ncccflary to Mr. Stuart, ki the Knowledge and 
Ufe of the Pcrfian Language. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


Mr. Barwell declares his Sentiments as follows : 

I am for the Nomination of Mr. Stuart. Independent of thofe Particulars which have Weight 
with the Governor General, from a long Keifiidence in the Country, I have had Opportunities of be- 
coming acquainted with all the Servants of the Company ; and from my Knowledge of the Service, 1 
can venture to affirm there is not a finglc Charaftcr in it that can boaft fuperior natural Talents to 
Mr. Stuart: And if the Confideration alone, of underftanding the Perflan Language, is to fway in Ap- 
pointments of Importance, and where it is more abfolutcly requifitc than in a fubordinatc Sphere, it is 
an Objedion ag^ainft the firft Charaders of the Settlement, and incapacitates them from all political 
Intercourfcs. For thefe Realbns, I do finccrcly and heartily wi(h, for the Promotion of the Public 
Service, that Mr. Stuart fhould be appointed Rcfidcnt at the Vizier's Court, and Sir John D'Oyljr 
his Afliftanc. 


Colonel Monfort^s Opinion * vit. 

My Motives for giving my Opinion for thd Recall cf Mr. MiddlctOn from the Vizicr^s Court, did 
not arife from any Difrefped lO him; but, confidering him as a Peffon in a Public Charadcr, I 
thought his Correfpondcncc ncccflary for the Infpedion of this Board ♦, and as that was denied, I 
judged proper to give my Opinion for his Recall. With regard to Mr. Stuart, the Gentleman now 
propofed to be his SuccelTor, I refped him as a Man of diftinguifhed Rank *, his Abilities 1 honour, 
as they arc reprefented by the Governor General and Mr, Barwell to be of an extraordinary Extent \ 
ihcfe Confiderations have their due Confcqucncc with me i But when I refled that Mr. Stuart has 
not as yee appeared in any Public Charadcr, I muft confidcr him at prefent as a Perfon improper 
for this weighty Charge, which has for its Objed the cementing of the Friendfhip between the Com- 
pany and the Vizier, and the obtaining large Sums of Money faid to be due from him j and there- 
fore I muft refufe my AflTent to the Governor's Propofal. 


General Claverjng delivers his Opinion in the following Words ^ ^ 

It having bfccn determined by the Board to recall Mr. Middleton, for Reafons that have been uJ 
properly affigned both by Colonel Monfon and Mr. Francis, it now only refts with us to confidcr the 
Propriety of the Governor General's Recommendation of the Honourable Mr. Frederick Stuart for 



Charge of fo great; ■ . . ^ . r • 

fon in my Eye, whom I imagine the Board wiB deem fitter lor luch an Employment, from his 
Knowledge of Bufinefs, and his particular Acquaintance with the Pcrfian Language, I am under tM 
Ncccffity of giving my Negative to the Governor General's Propofition. 

Relblved by the Majority of the Board, that the Governor General's Propofition be not agreed to. 

General Claveringnow propofes, that Mr. John Briftow be appointed Rcfidcnt at the Viaicr s Courts 
as qualified for it from his general Knowledge of Bufinefs, and his particular Acquaintance with the 
Perfian Language. 


The Governor General ohjefts 


lified for the Office neither by 
Abilities. 


to this Propofition, bccaufc, in his Judgnient^ Mr, Briftow b 

his Knowledge of the Pcrfian Language, nor by any diftinguilhcd 


Knowledge 

Agrcccf, that the Queftion above propofed by General Clavering be put# 


SiL. Com. Rep. V, 


N 


Mr, 
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. Mr. Francis delivers the following Reply : 

1 am happy in hearing a Gentleman named for thisf high Office, to whofc Appointment I can fafel 
give a pofuivc Approbation. I know him to be a Man of Senfe, Induftry, and Judgment; I hav^ 
pofitivc keafons to think that he underftands the Perfian Language, as well from the Afliftance he 
has favoured me with in the Letters I have received and anfwered, as from his public Office of Tran 
flator to the Khalfa*, this Office implies Knowledge of Bufinefs, Knowledge of Accounts, and Know' 
kdge of Language. I do not infift upon his Engliffi Conneftions, though in this Refpeft few Gentle* 
naen are better conneded than Mr. Briftow* 

I agree to the Propofition. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 

I beg Leave to explain to the Board, that^ to the Word ptifitive^ ufed in this Minute, I mean no more 
than a Contradiftinftion to negative^ which l^had ufed in my former Minute. 

(Signed) ^ P. Francis. 

Mr. Barwcll — I cannot aflent to the Nomination of Mr. Briftow, for the following Reafons : 

Becaufe 1 think when a Propofition froj|i the Chair is over-ruled, there ought to be very good 
Grounds for fuch a Meafure; the Preference given to the Gencrars Nomination undoubtedly fpeaks 
Inattention to the Governor-, befidcs, in this Particular I think the Governor ffioukl have^bcen 
confidered, a’i he is, the Channel of Public Corrcfpondence, and ffiould be fupported at the Head of 
this Government in the Eyes of the Princes of India. This Charader he will fcarccly maintain, if a 
Gentleman in Oppofition to his Sentiments goes the Public Agent to the Court of the Vizier. 

(Signed) R. B. 

Colonel Monfon — I affent to the GeneraPs Nominatioji, as I fuppofc Mr. Briftow to be a Pcrfoi> 
qualified for the IVuft from the Station which he now fwTs. 

The Governor General diffents from the Propofition. 

Agreed, by a Majority of the Board, that Mr. Briftow be appointed Refident at the Court of Sujah 
Dowia. 

Mr. Francis moves, that the Refident at the Vizicr^s Court be allowed an Ailiftant out of the Com. 
pany’s covenanted Servants. 

Agreed, That an Alliftant be allowed him accordingly. 

( c ) 

Extradof Secret Confultations. Fort William, 28th December 1774.' 

Mr. Francis moves, That fuitable Appointments be fettled for the Sapport of the Company’s Refi- 
dent at the Court of the Vizier, and a Salary for his Affillant. — The Board will undoubtedly take into 
their Confideration the Rank and Importance of the Office, and the extraordinary Expence which miift 
ncccflarily attend its being fupported with Credit and Propriety. Mr. Francis begs llave to obferve 
further, that as this is an Appointment of a Public Minifter on the Part of the Company to the 
Vizier, it will be highly expedient that his Rank and Charafler Ibould be fupported with Dignity, as 
well for the Honour or the Eaft India Company, as to give Weight and enfure Succefs to his Nego- 
ciations. Mr. Francis further moves. That a Draught of Inftrudlions to Mr. Briftow be forthwith 
prepared by the Secretary, and fubmitted to the Board j and that Mr. Briftow may have Accefs to 
fuch of the Papers and Records in the Secretary’s Office, as have Relation to the Affairs of the Com- 
pany in their Political Connexion with the Vizier, or which may otherwHe be neceflary for Mr. Brif- 
low’s Information. 

Agreed, That Mr. Briftow have the fame Appointments and Allowances, as Refident at the Vi- 
zier’s Court, which were granted to Mr. Middleton in that Station, viz. One thoufand Sicch Rupees 
per Menfem, and Captain’s Double Batta in lieu of travelling Char]|es. 

Agreed, That for the Prefent, the Appointment of*an Affiftant to Mr. Briftow be deferred ; hut 
that in'the mean Time he be allowed Two hundred Rupees per Month for a Secretary, with Captain’s 
Double Batta for his travelling Charges. 


,( D ) , 

Extrad of Letter from the Governor General and Council of Fort WiHiam, in their Secret Depart- 
ment i dated 4th January 1775* received in London. i^Sth July 1775. 

P.ir. 5. It having been refolved that a fixed Refident at the Court of the Vizier Ihould be appointed 
from the Company’s Civil Servants, the Governor General lately thought fit to propofe the 
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able Frtderick Stuart for that Trufti but the Govcrhor General’s Propofition was not «««.> . 
Mr being afterwards propofed by the Genpri and this Propofaf obtaining^lhe CoTSlnS 

oj the Board, he was appointed accordingly, wit^ a S^ary and AUowanccs Omilar w what Mr. E 
tlcton enjoyed m- the Employment which he hpld at that Court; . ^ ^ 


( E ) 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Countil of Bengal, in the Secret Denart. 

nicnt, the 2d Decemtir 1776. ^ 

The Governor (>ndrd moves, That Mr. Jolin Briftow be recalled from the Court of the Nabob 
of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reftored to the Appointment of Rcnden't at that 

Mr. Francis— I beg Leave to a(k the Governor Geferal. Whether he means the fame nffir- 
which Mr. Middleton before held at that Court, which I think the Word ‘‘ JeaSe " feems^w 
imply r * . 

Govcimor General— I do not, in the Senfein which Mr. Francis feems to undcrlland it the Court 
of Direaors ha^ng expreffed their Difapprobation of the Channel through which he was to re 
ceivehis Inrtruaions, that is no Part of my prefent Propofal ; but that I may not be mifunder- 
ftood, I beg iMve to correft my Motion, and to propofe, which is in Ede-a only what I meant by 
the preceding That Mr. Briftow be recalled from the Court of the Nabob of Oude, and that Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton be reftored to the Ap^bintment of Refident at that Court, fubjeft to the 
Orders and Authority of the Governor General and Council. 

Mr. Francis— My Determination to withdraw myfclf from an unavailing Conteft with the prefent 
Majority of the Board, docs not depend on any Aft of theirs j Motives of pcrfonal Intereft or 
Animolity did not dictate to me the Line which I have hitherto followed in Public AlTairs nor fliall 
they have any Influence over my future Conduft, ' 

Without affeding to conceal my own immediate Senfe of the Iniuftice done to Mr. Briftow I 
need look no where but to the Mcafure itfelf for Arguments to oppofe it i .1 Propofition to remove 
him from a Situation he has filled with diftingiiilhed Credit to himfelf and Advantage to the 
Company, and tor no other avowed Rcafon, but to give his Place to another, is open to Ob- 
jections too fcrious . and important in a public View, to be mixed with any Confidcraiion of the 
pcrional Concern which I rtiay receive from it. Haying already mentioned them at the Board, 

I (liall content myfclf with giving a Negative to the Queftion, referving a more formal Declara- 
t'on of my Opinion on the whole SubjeCti for a Difleni to the Refolution, which I take for granted 
will follow the Motion. ® 


(Sighed) 


Philip Francis. 


Mr. Barwcll— I aflent to the Motion, becaufc I think it a Juftice due to Mr. Middleton, and 
what the Governor General could not avoid taking the firft Opportunity of effcaing. I have 
ij u Objedion to Mr, Briftow j fo very far from it, that did I not conceive it 

would be prolonging the Injury already done to Mr Middleton, to keep that Gentleman in the 
btation to which he was advanced on the Removal of Mr. Middleton, I Ihould h.ive been glad to 
have had him ftill employed ; but 1 cannot indulge the Wilh I have to ferve Mr. Briftow, at the 
Expcnce of what I conceive the Rights of 'another. 

Motion before the Board comprehends Two Queftions, the Removal of 
Mr. Briftow, and the reftoring Mr. Middleton to the Office of Refident at the Vizier’s Court. To 
enable me to give my Opinion on the Firft, I muft beg the Favour of the Governor General to 
inform the Board of his Charge againft Mr. Briftow, and the Faults which he has committed, that 
nave induced him to make the prefent Motion for Mr. Briftow’s Recall. 

Governor General— I bring no Charge againft Mr. Briftow, I do not accufe him of any Faults ; 
1 Know of no Charge that was produced againft *Mr. Middleton, when he was removed. 'I'lic Ma- 
u thought it proper at that Time to remove the Public Minifter at the Court of 

tnc jNabob of Oude, who had received his Nomination from me, and to appoint another in his 
ncad, m whom they had a Confidence. Highly as I efteem the Merits of Mr. Middleton, I will 
not bring them into an -invidioos Comparifon with thofc of Mr. Briftow, whom, though totally 
unknown to me but Public Charaifter, I efteem. I have a greater Confidence in Mr. Mid- 

f ii RSnponfibility of all Public Meafures, that has been pointddly thrown upon my- 

Mr. B'arwcll, in the numerous DiflentS and Protefts which have been recorded during 
t e Courfe of the Two laft Months, I claim the Right belonging to that Refponfibility, and, con- 
itutioqally to the Office filf, as the "Head and executive Member of this Government, 

to chufe the Means and fnftrumcnts by which it may be exercifed, and in the mbft clTcaual Man- 

f'cr, for the Good of the Scfvl.ee and the Crctfit of thole who arc invefted with the Charge 
of It. ..... ‘ * 

♦ 5 

General 
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Oenenl Ctavering— I am fatisficd with the Anfwer that the Governor General has given, that he 
brings nf» Charge againft Mr. Briftow, nor docs be accul'c him of any Fault. This Declaration will 
be 8C Icftit Ibmc ConfDlation to Mr. Briftow anti his JPricndSj^ will (new the Court of Dircftoti, 
that he has not cxercifcd the Trull wrhich has been rcpofcd in him, even in the Governor General’s 
Opinion, unworthily. The Governor General is pleafed to fay, that he knew of no Charge that 
was produced againft Mr. Middleton when be was recalled i but it is impoflible that he can have 
forgot the Rcalons that were afllgned for it. It appears in the Confultation a6th Odlober 1774, 
that the Governor General, having refufed to deliver up the Whole of his Corrcfpondence with Mr, 
Middleton, the Q^eftion was propofed and pnt. That that Gentleman fliould not be continued at 
the Nabob's Court any longer •, and he was accordingly ordered ta withdraw from that Court, and 
to bring the Whole of his Cor refpondence, With him. The Court of Direftors have had this Subjeft 
very fully before them j and in their Letter 15th December 1775, they were pleafed to difapprove 
of the independant and feparate Authority which had been delegated to tho Governor General, and 
afterward's to exprefs their Difapprobation that any Fart of Mr. Middleton’s Correfpondence had 
been withheld from the Ferufal of the Supreme Council. The Board did not confider Mr. Middletoa 
as a Public Miniftcr, the Term which thi^ Governor General now gives to him, but his own Agent, 
as he avowedly was acknowledged, both by the Governor General himielf, and by Mr. Middletoa 
on his Return to the Prcfidency •, who, in his Letter, recorded the 6th February 1775, declares. 
That he conceives himfelf not to be authorized to make any Communication of his Corrcfpondence 
with the late Prefident, without his exprefs Commands. Such were the Reafons which the late Ma- 
jority of the Board alTigned for the Recall of Mr. Middleton. As no Fault, nor Imputation of 
Fault or Negle£f, is alleged for the propoled Recall of Mr. Briftow, I cannot but objedl to it as a 
rfioft unjuft and unwarrantable Proceeding. If the Govesnor General will think proper to defer his 
Motion till after the Arrival of the Eagle Packet, which may be now hourly expeded, it js more 
than probable that we lhall have further Lights than 'have been hitherto given to us, of the Senti- 
ments of the Court of Direftors, both on Mr. Middleton’s Recall and on Mr. Briftow’s Ap- 
pointment to the Vizier’s Court i I would therefore, with the Governor General’s Confent, beg 
Leave to propofe, that this Motion be deferred till after the . Arrival of that Ship. 

Governor General — I think it a Duty incumbent on me to adhere to my Motion. I will not take 
up the Time of the Board by anfwering the Objeftions which have been made to it at this Time, 
having ocher Queftions which I wifh to propofe immediately for their Determination. 

Mr. Francis— I think General Clavering’s Propofal in every Refpeft reafonable and expedient. 
If the Inftruftions which we may receive by the Eagle Packet ihould make no Alterations in the 
Circumftances or Meafures of this Government, it will always be open to the Governor General to 
purfue his prefent Plan •, the Difference of Time cannot be conflderable ; but if fuch Inftruftions as 
this Board have fome Rcafon to expe£l Ihould arrive, they cannot but produce the immediate Rc- 
verfal of the prefent Rciblution v 3od iiv that cafe iti^vill have ferved no Furpole whatfoever, either 

public or private, . „ , « , -r , l v •. 

Governor General — 1 would willingly wait for the Arrival of the Eagle Packet, if I thought it 
was probable that Ihe was on her Road ; I have already waited to this Time, in the Expeftation ot 
dcciftvc Advices from England but I repeat, that, charged as I am, pointedly charged, with the Rc- 
fponfibility of Public Affairs, it is my Duty to avail mylclf of fuch Means as may tenable me tocon- 
duftthem for the Public Good and my own Credit. 1 have Intelligence which convinces me, that no 
Public Meafure of any Confequence refpefting this Government, could have taken place in England 
folate as the Month of June laft •, this News, though not of official Authority, is come to me fut. 
ficiently authenticated for my own internal Convi6lion. I mull therefore objefl to the General 1 

^Mr.^Rirwell— The Governor General having declined to withdraw his Motion, and the Opinion I 
have already given being direct to the Governor’s Motion, it precludes my faying any Thing to the 

General. t j -i 4i» 

General Clavering— I am concerned that a Motion which I have made to prevent the daily Alte- 
ration of Meafures, which is a Dilgrace to all Governments, Ihould not have been accepted, particu- 
larly when the Objedl of it was to learn the clear and decifive Opnion of the Court of Directors, as 
well on the Subjeft now before the Board as on osany others of the higheft Imporunce to this 
vernment i it is therefore fufficicnt that I declare my Diffent to the Removal of Mr. Briftow •, an 
cannot agree to the Appointment of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, till he has acknowledged the Autliority 
of this Government, in fubmitdng tp give up the Papers which were before required of him i as this 1 
a pofuivc Order of the Court of Diredors, a Refufal from him can no longer be admitted. 

Mr. Francis-*! ^g Leave to alk the Governor General* at what Timc.ha received his lateU in- 
telligence from England ? . . , . 

Governor General — About the Middle of Auguft s I believe 14th of Auguft. . , 

Mr. Francis— I took the Liberty of afking this Queftion, becaule the Governor General dm i*' • 
that he has waited to this Time in the Expmat^ ot decifive Advices from England 1 that E*pf 
cation muft have been founded on the ImeUigenecf which he received on the 14th Auguft, and uo 
has noj; received any flncc^t Period, I do not comprehend what new Motive or Conuw- 

ratk^ induces him to fAfi'' tip the Bxpeflation of thofe deciuve Advices for which he has hitwr 
waited. If he has hicherfo expefled the Arrival of the Eagle Packet, or of Inttlligencc by any 01 
CKaniWl, there is no apparent Reafon why he ftiould -not ftill expeft them. 
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(Jovernor General— I have not expcdVcd the Eagle Packet ; and 1 think the Scalon is nosv tod kit 
advanced for IntclHgchcc to be received for Ibme Months yet to come, by the Route through which 
I received my laft Letters from England, which Was by the Port of Suez, and through the Red Sea. 

Some Arguments arifing, refpeaing the Regularity of the previous Queftion propofed by General 
Clavering, for fuf^nding the ConHderation of the Governor General’s Motion ; 

Governor General — To bring the Gchcral’s Motion more regularly before the Board, I dcfirc that 
the Qoertion may be put, Whether my Motion (hall be deterred till the Arrival of the Eagle Packet 

Mr. Francis — The General’s Motion Cannot be more regularly put than it was by himl'clf. I en- 
tirely approve of it. 

Mr. Barwell— I look upon this in the Light of a previous Qiieltion, Whether the Governor Ge- 
neral’s Queftion (hall be put, or not ? 1 have already acquicfccd to its being put, and mutt therefore 
put a Negative upon this Motion. 

General Clavering agrees to the Motion. 

Governor General — I again objedl to it. 

Rcfolved, That the Board do not agree to General Clavering’s Propofition, for deferring the Gonfi- 
dcration of the Governor General’s Motion until the Arrival of the Eagle Packet. 

General Clavering— The Court of Dirciftors having been pleafed, in the a8th Paragraph of their 
Letter of the 15th December 1775, to declare that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton’s Corrclpondcnce with 
the late Prefident, ihould have been addrefl'cd to the Prefident and Council, or fpeedily and unreferv- 
edly laid before them by the Prefident, and to exprefs their Difapprobation, thar any Parc thereof had 
been withheld from the Perufal of the Supreme Council, 1 move, that before the Confent of 
this Board be obtained for the Appointment of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to the Vizier’s Court, that 
the Orders, or at lead the plain and direft Intentions of the Court of Dircdlors, be complied with. 

Mr. Francis— If any Refpcift be due to the Scnle of. our Superiors, or if we expeift Submifiion to 
our Authority hereafter, the Propriety of this Motion, I conceive, cannot pofTibly be difputcd. The 
Court of Diredfors, and a General Court of Proprietors, have onaninioufly rcfolved that the Whole 
of Mr, Middleton’s Correfpondence with the Governor General ought to have been laid before the 
Board I and the Court of Direftors exprefs their ftroogeft Difapprobation of the Refufal to commu- 
nicate luch Correfpondence entire to us. As long as no Propofition was made for employing Mr. 
Middleton, and as the Public Service did not longer require that we Ihould receive that Communi- 
cation for our Guidance, it was nccdlcfs to renew the Requifition to Mr. Middleton. I would now 
have it renewed upon the fingic Ground of the Obedience he Owes to Government ; and I Ihould 
think that the Governor General himfelf, although he might have Rcafons to avoid infilling upon it at 
that Time, when the Requifttion only proceeded from General Clavering, Colonel Monibn, and myfclf, 
will now (ee the Neceflity of enforcing it, as a Duty impofed upon this Board by the whole Authority 
of the Eaft India Company. 

Mr, Barwell — This is the Second previous Queftion that has been put upon the Governor Gene- 
ral’s Motion j it comes indeed in a new Drefs, but ftill it is the previous Queftion, for if it was not 
to reftore Mr. Middleton to his Rights, and the Governor General did not think it incumbent on 
him fo to do, I apprehend the Motion would not have been made. I acquiel'ce with Mr. Francis, 
that there would have been no Ncccffity for calling upon Mr. Middleton for his Corrclpondcnce at 
this JunAure, if the Governor had not propofed to employ him •, as is evident, from the Length of 
'l ime that hv elapfed fince the Receipt of the Company’s Letter, and the Cali now propofed to be 
made upon Mr. Middleton, the Company have difapproved of the Governor General’s not giving 
his Correfpondence entire, although what he did fubmit contained the Whole of the Public Tranf- 
aAions} but as they throughout cautioufty avoid imputing the leaft Blame to Mr, Middleton, I do 
not fee that the Governor’.s ConduA can be a Bar to any Appointment that may be propofed for tiiat 
Gentleman, I regard the Motion as a Second previous Queftion, and put my Negative upon it. 

General Clavering agrees to the Motion. 

Governor General— I objcA to the Queftion, upon the fingle Ground of its being direAly contrary 
to the manifeft Intentions both of the Court of DircAors and the General Court of Proprietors. 
Neither of thefe Courts have ordered that Mr. Middleton’s Correfpondence with me (hould be laid 
before the Board. This, together with the Recall of Mr. Middleton and the Appointment of Mr. 
Briftow, were the firft SubjcAs tlliich were referred to their Dccilion. Their Opinions, though fo- 
Icmnly given, exprefs neither Approbation or Difapprobation of the Recall of Mr. Middleton or the 
Appointment of Mr. Briftow, but leave thofe SubjcAs open to any Change which might afterwards 
be propofed refpeAing either. Upon my Refufal to deliver up Mr. Middleton’s Correfpondence, 
the Court of DireAors havecxprcHcd their Difapprobation that any Part thereof had been withheld 
from the Perufal of the Supreme Council but though it (hould obvioufly follow, if fuch was their 
Intention, that I fttpitld, on Receipt of their Orders, deliver up the Correfpondence which I had 
before imprt^rly^fthhcld, yet no fuch Order, nor Intimation of fuch an Order, appears in any 
Part of the General Letter quoted by the General ; and the Court of Proprietors, in exprefs Terms, 
confine their Approbation of the Opinion delivered by the Court of Directors to the Time paft » 
they to'o agree With the Opinion of the Court of DircAors, that the whole Corrcrpondcnce between 
the Governor General and Mr. Middleton (hould have been laid before the Members of the Supreme 
Council, adding, as the Reafoh, the following Words, “ who ought to have received every Infer* 
“ tnation refpeAing the TranfaAions of the Company’s .Agents at Snjah Dowla’s Court, in order 
” to regulate their ConduA at that critical Period.” Forgetfulnefs may be imputed to I’ldividuals, 
Sel. Co,M. Rep.V. O buc 
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but it is impolllblc to fuppofc that Twenty Men, of known Abilities and Experience in Bufinef. 
fliould liave omitted fo ncceflary an Order, or left it to be gathered bjr Implication from an 
Opinion given upon a Subject part ; much left can fuch an Inadvertency be imputed to the whole 
Body of Proprietors. — I objefl to the Motion. 

The following Motion of General Clavering’s is refolvcd in the Negative ; via. 

“ 1 hat before the Confent of thi.s Board be obtained for the Appointment of Mr. Middleton 
“ to the Vizier’s Court, that the Orders, or at leaft the plain and direft Intentions, of the Court of 
“ Dire(n;ors be complied with •, viz. that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton’s Correfpondcnce with the late 
“ Prefident fhould be Ipcedily and unrcfervedly laid before the Board.” 

Uelolved, '1 hat Mr. John Briftow be recalled to the Prcfidcncy from the Court of the Nabob 
ofOude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reftored to the Appointment of Refident at that 
Courr, I'ubjeft to the Orders and Authority of the Governor General and Council, conformably to 
the Motion of the Governor General. 

Mr. Francis — I beg Leave to enter my Diilcnt from the Refolution of the Board, for the follow- 
ing Reafons : 

i(i. Mr. Briftow’s Removal is not founded on any Plea of Ncccflity or of Advanta« to the Pub- 
lic Service, but folcly on the particular Confidence which the Governor repofes in Mr. Mid- 
dleton. ♦ 

2d. It is not founded on any Plea of Incapacity or Demerit in Mr. Brifiow, or even, of fuperior 
Qiialifications in the Perfon who is to lucceed him. 

3d. It is in cffefl: a Difavowal of, and Contradidion to, the unanimous Declarations which the 
Board have repeatedly made, as well to himfelf as to the Court of Diredlors, of the high Senfe we 
all entertain of his Services to the Company, and which I am happy to find is not yet diminiflied 
in any of us. *Thc following PafFages from the Records will fhew, that, however we might dif. 
fer, as we did on many other C^ueftions,’ Mr. Briftow’s Condudt united every Opinion in his 
Favour. 

In our Letter of the 3d Auguft 1775, we informed the Court of Diredlors, that “Mr. Briftow’s 
“ Conduft in negociating and bringing to a happy Conclufion, the important Bufinefs committed 
“ to him, notwitli (landing the Difficulties which were at firft thrown in the Way, was very meri- 
“ torious i, and that, as the fignal Service he rendered the Company, In the Acquifition of fo great 
“ an additional Revenue, afforded us the M^^n® of acknawledging his Services without any 
“ Charge on their ancient Fund, , we determined to reward him by a Prelent of One Lack of 
“ Rupees,” 

While luch diftinguifhed Tcftimonials accompany Mr. Briftow’s Dirmiflton, the prefent Refo- 
lution touches nothing but the Flonour of the Board, and the Confiftency of their Proceedings. 
Our Letter to Mr. Briftow himfelf, demonftrates ftill more ftrongly the Board’s unanimous Approb»> 
lion of his Condudl •, we told him, 

“ We entirely approve of every Article in the Treaty, and of the Negociation of it.” 

We laid, that “ In ratifying a Treaty fo highly honourable and advantageous to the Com- 
“ pany, as that which you have had the Honour of concluding with the Nabob, we cannot, in Juf- 
“ tice to your diftinguifticd Zeal and AlTiduity in the Courfe of this important Negociation, omit 
“ expreffing to you the higheft Approbation of your Conduil, and returning you our Thanks for 
“ the Service you have rendered to the Company. The Terms you have obtained arc fo complcac 
“ and latisfadlory, that they equal our warmeft Expedlations j and you may be aflured, that we 
“ lhall not fail to reprel'ent the Whole of your Conduft fince yohr Appointment, to the Honourable 
“ Court of Dircdlors, in that favourable Light in which it appears to us, and in which we do 
“ not doubt it will be received by the Company. 

“ As a further Mark of Favour and Approbation, we have agreed to order a Bond to be made out 
“ in your Favour, for One Lack of Rupees, bearing Intereft at Five per Cent, from the 21ft May, 
“ being the Date of the Signature of the Treaty} fiibjeft however to the finM Approval of the 
“ Honourable the Court of Direftors, to whom we lhall recommend it, as a juft Reward of your 
“ Services.” 

I'hc intended Reward however has not been received by Mr, Briftow. It would not be. improper 
to infert in this Place, a Copy of the whole Treaty of FyzabacL fince there is not a Line of 
it that does not in EfFeft arraign, the Jufticc of the prefent Relolutlon. I lhall however only 
mention thofc Two Articles in Favour of the Company, in which a Icfs faithful Servant, and a leis 
honourable Man, might have ufed the Latitude allowed him by his lnftru6lions, and eafily have 
compounded for Abatements, yet Hill have preferved tire Credit of having rendered 'an cllential 
Service to his Employers : I mean the Acquintion of a Net Revenue of Twenty-three Lacks, with 
all the Rights of the Nabob over the Country of Bepares, ^nd.of Six Lacks a Tear in Addition to 
the Subfidy. The Company, I troll, will long preierve the Poffelfion of thefe ipcquifitions, as well 
as a grateful SCnfe of the Ability and Integrity to which they owe it. 

4th. At a Time when the Eftabliffiment of Our Ally the Nabob of Oude is repcefented fo be in* 
Iccure, and when fomc extraordinary Mcafures .arc/ecommended for proteAinghis Dominions againft 
a Foreign Invafion, I deem it in the higheft Degree hy^arffous to the Welfare of his Government, and 
of courfc to our own, to remove a M.in, thoroughly acquainted with the Affairs of that Country, and 
with the political interefts. Views, and Conncaions of all the Indian Powers that furround it} and 

(bat 
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that if the Meafure were othcrwife defcnfible, many Circumftances, which peculiarly belong to the 
prefent Conjumflorc, ouglu to have deterred tltc Board from adopting it. ° 

5th. The prefent Rclokition appears to me an Attack on the Authority of the Company thcmflves • 
who arc informed of Mr. Briftow’s Appointment, who have left it unreferved, and who have ex- 
prefsly adopted and confirmed the Principles on which Mr. Middleton was recalled. 

6th. Suppofing the prerent Majority not to be bound, by any Obligation of Public Duty, to main- 
tain an Uniformity of Councils in the Eyes of the Indian Powers, and to prefervir fome Appearance 
of Dignity and Confiftency in the Operations of this Government 5 and fuppofing that the Governor 
General and Mr. Barwell have no Rule to confuli, but the Extent of their prefent Power, to dircii 
them in the Ulc of it; Hill I affirm, that, on any Principles they can poflibly avow, the* Recall of 
Mr. Middleton is not a Precedent to juftify that of Mr. Briftow : The Records will fficvv, that the 
Motives on which the late Majority aded, were foicly of a Public Nature. VVe deemed it a 'violation 
of the Conftilution of this, or any Government not veiled in a finule Perfon, that the chief Member 
of it, who is no more than Firft among his Equals, fliould tranlkl the Affairs of the Government 
through the Channel of a private Agent, receiving Inttrudlions from him .ilone, and anfwerabic to 
him alone for the Execution of them. The Honourable Court of DircHors themfclves tell us, 
“ that the Condudl of the late Council in this Rcfpcifl was very improper-,” they exprcfsly order! 
« that no fuch independent or feparatc Authority be ever delegated to any Governor or Member of 
“ Council, or to any other Pcrlbn whatever and they declare, » that Mr. Middle[on*s Correfpondence 
“ Ihould have been addreffed to them, or fpeedily and unrcfcrvcdly laid before them by the Prefidcnt.’* 
If the Public Principle on which we profeffed to aift, be now clear and incontrovertible, it will appear, 
from the ftrongeft prefumptive Evidence, that we did not affumc it to cover any fccret, unwarrantable 
Purpofe. 1 he Governor General himfelf will acquit us of partial Views to the Eftabliffimcnc of any 
other Perfon at the Expence of Mr. Middleton } he cannot but rccollcifl that General Clavering, 
Colons! Monlon, and myfelf, made him a Tender of continuing Mr. Middleton as the Public Rcficlent 
of the Company j which the Governor thought fit to decline. With refpedl to Mr. Briftow, I moft fo- 
Icmiily declare, that his Name for this Appointment was not, to my Knowledge, in Contemplation 
with any Member of the Board, till a confiderable Time after Mr. .Middleton’s Arrival in Calcutta. 
If vindicative Meafurcs were in any Cafe capable of a Juftification, it could only arife from a Comp.i! 
rifon with other Meafures of the fame Temper j but even on this Principle, the Removal of Mr. 
Briftow has no Plea to fupport it. 


Extrafl of Letter from the Governor General and Council to Mr. Briftow. 

Having thought proper to recall you to the Prefidency, and to reftore Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to 
the .Station of Refident at the Vizier’s Court, we dired, that on his Arrival at the faid Court, you 
immediately deliver up to him the Charge of that Appointment, and repair to Calcutta. 


( F ) 

Extrafk of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 19th December 1776. 

Par. 5. We beg Leave to refer you to the Confultation of the 2d Inftant, for our Proceedings upon 
a Motion propolkig the Recall of Mr. Briftow from the Vizier’s Court, and the Reftoration of Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton to the Poll of Refident at that Court, under the Orders and Authority of the 
Governor General and Council. The Motion, after fome Debate, was carried in the Affirmative i and 
Mr. Middleton has accordingly been reftored to that Appointment. 


( G ) 

Extract of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 4th July 1777. 

Par. II. Upon the moft careful Perufal of your Proceedings of the ad of December 1776, rcla- 
*ivc to the Recall of I 4 f. Briftow from the Court of the Nalxib of Oude, and the Appointment of 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to that Station, we muft declare our ftrongeft Dil'approbation of the Whole 
of that TranfaSion. 

Par, 12, We obferve, that the Governor General’s Motion for the Recall of Mr. Briftow, in- 
cludes that for the Reftoration of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton j but as neither of thofe Meafures appear 
to us ncceffary, or even juftifiable, they cannot receive our Approbation. 

Par. 13. With refpedl to Mr, Briftow, we find no Shadow of Charge againft him. It appears that he 
has executed the Orders of the Board to the entire Satisfadlion even of thofe Members of Council 
wKodkl not concur in his Appointment. You have unanimoufly recommended him to our Notice. 

I • Attention 
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Attention to your Recommendation has induced us to afford him Marks of our Favour, and to rc^ 
annex the Emoluments affixed by you to his Appointment, which had been difeontinued by ou^ 
Order. And as we muft be of Opinion that a Perfon of acknowledged Abilities, whofe Conduft 
has thus gained him the Eftcem of his Superiors, ought not to be degraded without juft Caufc, wc 
do not heficatc to interpofe in his Behalf i and therefore dire>.ft, that Mr. Briftow do forthwith re- 
turn to his Station of Refident at Oude, from which he has been ib improperly removed. 


( H ) 

ExtraA of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December lyySf. 

Par. 149. VVe have likcwife permitted Mr. Joha Briftow to return to hjs Rank in the Service, and 
to the Station which he held at the Vizier’s Court i and to which he was reftored by gur Order of the 
4th of July 1777. 

<* 


( I ) 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 

the 2 2d May 1780. 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Briftow : 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I beg Leave to reprefent to your Honourable Board, that I arrived at the Prefidency on the 
16th February laft. Not having yet been put in PolTeffion of the Office of Refident at the Vizier’s 
Court, in which I had the Honour of being re-inftated, agreeable to the Orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, dated the 4th of July 1777, and the 23d December 1778, I think it my Duty to addrefs your 
Honourable Board, with an humble Requeft to carry the abovefaid Orders into Execution. I make 
this Application in confequence of my Solicitations to the difierent Members of the Board, to move 
for my Rc-inftatement, having been repeatedly refufed by every Member individually and it being 
now incumbent on me to make a public Claim of my Right. 

In Juftification of my Conduft, in not having immediately on my Arrival requefted to be forth- 
with put in Pofleffion, I humbly reprefent, that I underftood my Rc-inftatement ought to have been 
movetl by a Member of the Board. Under other Circumftances my Conduct might be deemed pre- 
mature i bur, fuuated as I am, after Three Months Solicitation in vain, I hope, our Honourable 
Superiors will do me the Jufticc to conftder the Delay in my Application a Point of Delicacy to your 
Honourable Board, and no Want of Attachment to them, or Zeal for their Service. I have never 
given my Confent to being held out of my Office i and I mean by this Addrefs, to efface any bad 
Impreffions chat might be entertained of me in thus long fufpending a Claim grounded upon the 
higheft Authorities. 

I alfo beg Leave to reprefent, I was removed from my Office the ad of December 1776, after 
having for I'wo Years fucceffively received the unanimous Approbation of your Honourable Board. 
Our Honourable Superiors have fince likcwife been pleafed to favour' me with Marks of their Appro* 
bation j notwithftanding which I am treated with Negled by your Honourable Board ; and the 
Members individually have pofuively refufed to do me the Jufticc I have every Right to claim. In 
order to difeharge my Duty to our Honourable Superiors, I humbly folicit that it may be recorded 
upon your Proceedings, 1 have neither direAly nor indireAly confented to my Right having been 
thus long withheld from me. 

In Jufticc to Sir Eyre Coote, I take the Liberty of mentioning, that 1 have the Honour of s 
Letter from him, under Date the 3d of laft Month ; in which he declares his Determination ot 
lupporting the Orders of the Court of Direftofs in my Favour. 

Fort William, 1 have the Honour, &c. 

lit May 1780. (Signed) John Briftow. 

Ordered, That it be circulated to the different Members of the Board. 


( K ) ExfraS 
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Extraft of the Procedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public Dc^ 

partment, the 2d Oftobcf 1780. 

Mr. Francis moves^ That the tith, 12th, and 13th Paragraphs of the Company’s General 
Letter of the i8th July 1777, and the 149th Paragraph of the General Letter ofihcajd December 
1778, be now read. 

Read the above* mentioned Paragraphs of the Company’s General Letters of the i8th July 1777 
and 23d December 1778. ^ 

Mr. Francis moves, That in Obedience to the Company’s Orders, Mr. Briflow be forthwith ap- 
pointed and dircdlcd to return to his Station of.Rcfident at Glide ; and that Mr. Puilmg be 
ordered to deliver oyer Charge of the Office to Mr. Briftow, immediately on his Arrival, and 
return himfelf forthwith to the Prefidency. 

Alfo, that the Govciaor General be requefted to furnifli Mr. Briftow with the ufual Letter of 
Credence to the Nabob Vizier. 

The Governor General — Before the Board enter into the Confideration of this extraordinary Morion, 
1 mull beg Leave to offer fome Obfervations upon it. Were the moll inveterate and determine i ;\d- 
verfary of the Britilh Nation to poffefs, by whatever Means, a Share in the Adminiilr..tio;i, he 
could not devife a Mcafurc in itfelf fo pernicious, or time it fo cffedually for the Ruin of the Bri- 
lilh Inrcrcfts in India, as that now introduced to the Board. Mr. Francis alone is corffeious 
of his own Motives and Intentions ; I can fpeak only to their Tendency. We are at this In- 
llant involved in a new War with perhaps the mod powerful of all the States in India i which has 
opened with a Calamity fo dreadful, as to require the moft immediate and vigorous Fxerrions of 
this Government to prevent what muft othtrwife be the Confcqucnce, the total and Ipeedy 
Lofs ot the Carnatic, and of all the Britilh Eftabliflimcnts and Poffeflions in that Part of India.’ 
To ward off this impending Danger we have, befides immediate Preparations of War, rclblvcd to 
offer a Peace, on their own Terms, to the Marattas, with whom we have been, during the pall 
Two Years, engaged in a hazardous, though hitherto fuccefsful War. At fuch a Time to proclainl 
an entire Subverfion of the Influence of this Government (for fuch muft be the Effed, whether 
it be or be not the Intention, of the prefenc Queftion) will be to defeat every End of the Mcafurcs 
on which we have lately rcfolvcd j to give Encouragement to our Enemies, by the Profped of an 
inverted, fluduating, or divided Government ; and difeourage thofe to whom the Advances of this 
Government arc made, when they fee the Perfon in whole Name they arc oftered, and to whom 
alone they look as the reprefentative Inftrument of the Britifli Nation in India, treated at the 
fame Inftant with Contempt, and difarmed of the Power of fulfilling the Engagements, and main- 
taining the Faith of the Treaties offered by him for their Acceptance. I will afk, who is Mr. Briftow, that 
a Member of the Adminiftration fhould, at Rich a Time, hold him forth as an Inftrument for the De- 
gradation of the Firft executive Member of this Government ^ What arc the profcftbd Objeds of his 
Appointment ? What are the Merits and Services, or what the Qualifications, which entitle him to 
fuch an uncommon Diftindion ? Is it for his fuperior Integrity, or from his eminent Abilities, that he 
is to be dignified at fuch Hazards of every Confideration that ought to influence the Members of this 
Adminiftration i Of the former 1 know no Proofs ; i am fure it is not ^n Evidence of it, that he has 
been enabled to make himfelf the Principal in fuch a Competition ; and for the Teft of his Abilities, 
1 appeal to the Letter which be has dared to write to this Board, and which I am afliamcd to fay we 
have fuffered. I dcfirc that a Copy of it may be inferied in this Day’s Proceedings, that it may Hand 
before the Eyes of every Member of the Board when he Ihall give his Vote upon a Qiieftion for giving 
iheir Confidence to a Man, their Servant, who has publicly infultcd them, his Maftef*^, and the Mem- 
bc rs of the Government to whom he owes his Obedience ; who, alfuming an Affcciation with the Court 
of Diredors, and creding himfelf into a Tribunal, has arraigned them for Difobedience of Orders, 
paffed Judgment upon them, and condemned or acquitted them, as their Magiftrate and Superior. Lee 
the Board confidcr, whether a Man poffcffcd of fo ind^ndant a. Spirit, who has already fhewn fuch 
a Contempt of their Authority, who has fhewn himfelf fo wretched an Advocate for his own Caufc, and 
Ncgociator for his own Intercft, is fit to be trufted with thcGuardianfhipof their Honour, ihe Execution 
of their Mcafurcs, and as their confidential Manager and Ncgociator with the Princes of India ?— As the 
Motion has been unaccompanied by any Rcafons which fhould induce the Board to pafs their Acquiefccnce 
in it, I prefume that the Motion which preceded it, for reading the Orders of the Court of Diredors, was 
intended to ferve as aq Argument for it, as well as an Introduftion to it. The laft of thofe Orders was 
didated the 23d December 1778, almoft Two Years pad. They were didated at a Time when, I 
am lorry to fay, the Court of Diredors were in the Habit of carting Reproach upon my Condud:, 
and heaping Indignities on my Station ; at a Time when their Affairs in every Part of India wore the 
Afpeft of Profpcriiy *, at a Time too when the Renewal of the Company’s Charter was in Contem- 
plation, and a new Settlement of Government was required for the Adminiftration of thefe Provinces, 
It was certainly their Intention or Expedation, that I fhould be immediately removed from 
this Government, and fome other Perfon fubftiruted in my Place. To what Caulcs the Sufpenfion of 
Sbi,. Com. Rep. V. P 



Appendix* n* 3. (k) 

this Defjgn is to be afcribed, I fhall not enquire* but lince they thcmfelves jiave thought it 
proper to continue me in the chief Adminillration of their Affairs, I fhall not offer fo grol's an 
Infult to their Undcrftandings, or Impeachment of their Integrity, as to fuppofe that they could ever 
think it confident with the Intcreds and Secutity of their Condituents to deprive me of thofc Au- 
thorities and Sources of Influence which can alone enable me to fulfil the Duties they have afligned 
me, and on the Foundation of which fb heavy a Refponfibility reds on me particularlyi The rela- 
tive Situation of the Governor General and of the other Member? of the Council, haS not indeed 
been defined by the Aft of Parliament which has conflituted their colleftive Authority ; but in all 
Indances in which that Aft has been filent, -the Powers and Praftice of the former Government were 
declared by the Aft itfclf to fubfid unchanged. By the ancient and irnmemoHal Gonftifueion of the 
Company, the executive Authority of every Prcfidency was committed to the Firft Mctttbcr qf it* 
Fie was dedlared the immediate and foie Agent In all Negociations and Tranfaftions With the Country 
Powers, and his Name alone was announced to them as the Reprefentative of the Government ; as 
tile Government, let it then be confidered how far the Principles and obvious Defign Of this Pre- 
rogative arc generally connefted with the Queftbrt now before the Board, independantly Of the pc. 
culiar Circumdances which attended if. '^he Removal of. Mn Middleton, my Agbht at the Court 
of the Nabob of Oude, was the fird Aft of a Majority of this Admlniftration in the Year 1774, to 
proclaim the Annihilation of my Authority j and the Efifbft moft compRlily anfweiyd that Inten- 
tion j for from that Moment I was confidered, both at the Court of Oude, and in every other Court 
which had any Conneftion with this Government, in no other IJght than as the conftrained Infttu- 
ment of cXercifing an Authority which had been eftablifhed on the Ruins of my own. Such mud 
be the evident Eflfcft of the prefent Queftion if it (hall be carried againfl; me. I will not carry this 
Argument to the further Lengths or Conclufions to which it Would warrafttafbly lead mt * but I do 
mod Iblemnly adjure the other Members of the Board, that, Unleft they think trie totally ohqualified 
to execute the Funftions of niy Station, they will not give their Sanftion to A Mcafure which mull 
reduce me to the State of a nominal Member of it, which fliall take the Reins of Adminillration 
from my FJands to place them in thofe of Mr, Francis, and v/hich, by fubverting the natural Order 
of the Conditucion, mud deprive it of its Vigour by whomfoevtr it may be occafionally held. While 
they pay that Obedience and Refpeft which I am as ready as they arc to yield to the Orders of the 
Court of Direftors, let them compare the Situation of Things as they ftoOd at the Time when 
thefe Orders were iffued with the prefent, and let them imagine what Orders the Court of Direftors 
would at fuch a Period as this pafs on fuch a Queftion. If they think, but it is impofllblc to fup- 
pofe it, that a Body of Men, fo refpcftable in their Charafters and in their Rank of Life, would, at a 
Time like this, confent to degrade and difarm the Firft Inftcument of their Authority, let them 
give their Votes for the Qiicftion •, if not, let them aft by their ftrongeft Cotiviftion of what would 
be the Orders of the Company in the prefent Cafe, not What it is, applted to one which it was im- 
pofliblc for the Company to have forefeen. I again call upon them moft fokmnly to fupport niy 
Authority, and at the fame Time their own Rights and their Reputation, which are connefted with 
it both in its immediate Efleft and its remoter but inevitable Confeqtiences. 

Mr. Francis — I believe no Man living will ferioufly attribute to me the Charafter of a determined 
and inveterate Adverfary of the Britifh Nation. It is well known to every Man in India, that if 
Mr. Whcler’s Advice and mine, for thefe Three Years pall, had been regarded, or if our unremitted 
Efiforts had availed any Thing, this Government would not have been in the diftreffing Situation to 
which it is reduced by a Series of other Meafures, adopted and purfued in Oppofition to our Senti- 
ments. But I have done with Controverfy. If the Company’s Orders are not binding on this Govern- 
ment, if they convey no pofllive Right to Mr. Briftow, his Pretenfions fall to the Ground. If the 
contrary be true, the Queftion is fimply, whether the Orders (hail.be obeyed, or not ? In the Go- 
vernor’s Minute, I fee no Conneftion between the Pnemifcs and the Conclivfion ; I fee no Proportion 
between the Mifehiefs fuppofcd to follow from Mr. Briftow’s Re-appointment, and the Caufc which 
is to produce them. The other Members will judge for themfelves j but I forefec many Milchitfs and 
Dangers of the fifft Magnitude, from this Government contrafting a Flabit of difobeying the Com- 
pany’s Orders. Their Authority is the only Link by which this Dominion is held by Gre.it 6rit.iinj 
if that Authority be not binding on us, or if we may wave it when we think fit, 1 know not through 
what other lawful Medium the fuperior State can exercife its Jurifdiftion over die Inferior. 

The C^wftion applied perfonwy tp Mr. Briftow, might, with equhl Rcafon and Propriety, be ap- 
plied to Mr. Middleton, Mr. Hofea, Mr. Purling, or any other Gentleman in the Company’s Service. 
The Paragraphs of the Company’s Letcera7Wln^.Jiave been read, contain a compleat AnAver to them ■, 
and if they do not, 1 am not bound to. takf ‘al^, ,Part in fuch QuCftions, fince 1 reft my Propofuion on 
the Grounds of the Company’s pofttjwt’ arid Treated Orders. 

Governor General^-! pafs Mr. Francis’s Minute, availing myfeJjF'Of it, only to affert my own Pre- 
tenfions on the very Ground on which he.fiipport8 h'ls Queftion on this Occafion Mr. Wheier 

will pardon me, if I addreft myfclf in a more-particular and pointed Manjier to him. He was my Su- 
perior at the Time I held this GorernmcAjf^del another Syllcm* he was,, during feme Paft ot that 
Time, the Chairman of the Court of-pirei^rs yand on him I venture to Aall, as an Evidei^c of the 
implicit and effectual Obedience which I piid .t9‘,ftj^e Commands of the Court of Direftors in every 
Inftance in which they thought it proper to put myifldctky to the Trial. For this, my Reputation, 
my Ambition, my Intereft, and private Fenings, were feyerally taxed ; yet in aft that Period 1 never 
fuffered any Confideration to prevail for » Momefit ih Oppbfitien to k>y Doty, and “to the Confidence 
9 which 
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which generally itpofed in me. In Return, I claim from him that Portion at leaft which he Htn 
beftow, of <he Rctrartl »rhlch was due to fuch Services performed with fuch Sacrifices ; and as he once 
did me the Hortorur to think me defcrving of his Applaufc, I hope that now I (hall receive his Sui^port. 
He will well remtrtiber the Inlbnces to which I allude, and the Belief entertained by many at the 
Time in which thoft Orders were iflued, that 1 fliould either refufe or evade the Execution of them. 

Mri Wheler-— -The high Senfc which the Court of Directors entertained of the peculiar Merits and 
Abilities of the Governor General, at a Period alluded to in the foregoing Minute, were more confpi- 
cuoiifly marked by their Choice and Appointment of him to the exalted Station which he now holds, 
than they can poffibly he by any particular inftance at this Time recited 1 ^ me v a general Compliance 
with the Compliny*s Orders, I am perfuaded conftituted no fmall Part of thole Merits which at that 
Time met with the unanimous Reward of the Court of Directors. I am equally defirous to fupport 
the Authority of the Governor General at this Period, as I was when in a different Situation, happy 
in promoting thole Ends which I thought moft conducive to his Honour, and to the general Intcrcft 
of the Company’s Affairs; but in the prefent Conteft I cannot effed it without a Sacrifice of that 
Power, from wheiice t conceive he derives his Authority. The Orders of the Court of Diredors are 
too pointed and ftrong to leave me a Choice. 1 muft therefore give my AlTent to the Motion in Sup- 
port of them. 

Sir Eyre Coote-^At a TJime when I am fo engaged in the Public Concern, I little expeded that 
any Qucllion of a private Nature would be agitated at this Board, that could polfibly interrupt the 
Harmony of it, and that at a Time when that Harmony is fo nccelTary for carrying on of the Public 
Service. The Queftion to me is of fo much Magnitude that I muft beg Leave to defer giving my 
Opinion on it till To-morrow. 

The Governor General informs the Board, That for the Purpofe of concluding this Debate, he 
(hall requeft their Attendance in this Department again To-morrow Morning. 

Deferred the further Confideration of W. Francis’s Motion until To-morrow Morning. 


( L ) 

EKtra£t of tke Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal* in their Public t)epart*» 

ment, the 3d Oftober 1780. 

ftenewed the Confidcrotiou Of Mt, Francises Motion, recorded on Yefterday's Proceedings; 

Sir Eyre Coote delivers in the following Minute i 

After having created the Board the Trouble of a Second Meeting ort the Qiieftion which formed 
the Subjeft of Yefterday’s Debate, and for which 1 trull its Importance, my own Situation at this 
Jun^ure, and my being without any previous Knowledge until I arrived in Town in the Morning, 
that fuch a Bufinefs was likely to come before us, will plead Excufc ; it is not my Intention to cn* 
croach further on their Time by tedious Argument or Dilcufllon. 

Whim I am bound in Honour by my Opinion, recorded on the Proceedings of this Board on a 
former Occafion, to fupport alt Orders received from the Court of Direftors lubfequent to my Ar* 
rival in this Country * 1 i>cverthclefs hold it a Duty equally incumbent upon me as a Member of 
this Adminiftration, appointed under the Authority of an Aft of Parliament, and to which Tribunal 
of the Bniidi Conilicution we are ultimately refponfible for the due Execution of the important 
Truft committed to our Charge, the Care of the Interefts of the Englifh Nation in India, to judge 
how far in following fuch Orders I am likdy to injure that Firft Objeft of out Attention. 

The late Requifnibn made me by this Board, to cake upon me the Command of the Army at 
Madras, and the Grounds upon which that Requifition was made, render it altogether unncccffary 
for me to bring forward on this Occafion, Arguments in Proof of the very critical Slate of the In-* 
terefts of the Company and the Englilh Nalion in India ; our unanimous Agreement on the Mcafure* 
and our fubfcqueot Refolutiorfs to carry it into Force, evince its Expediency, and which I flattered 
nvyfclf had been the Rcfult of a difinterefted Conviftlon in the Mind of every Member of this Board, 
and of a Determination to allow no Objefts to interpole, which could have a Pendency to obftruft 
the fuccefsful Execution thereof^ That the Reftoration of Mr. Briftow at this Time, to the Charge 
of the Rcfidency at Lucknow, will produce Efiefts highly prejudicial thereto, I have not a Doubt of^ 
QS it will generate in the Minds Of every Power of Htndoftan, that the Governor General is carrying 
on Treaties with them which he has not the Power tOfatify j and will produce On their Pyt, Cwfc- 
quencea deflruftive to all NegOciation, Imlecifion and Procraftination. The Ncceflity of avoiding 
every Step that can give Rife to foch Impediments, at the vciy Time the Governor General is nego^ 
ciating, under the Sanction of^lhis Board, Terms of Peace with the Marattas, I am perfuaded is 
obvioirs cdf'every Member of k to require Elucidation *, and that they fee it as a Conduft highly infc- 
parabfe from the real Purpofe of their Rcfoivcs, to give him every poffible Suppwc both in Word 
and Aftton, for the Accomplilhment of a Bufinefs in #!nch the Ineerelh of the Public are 10 eflcnlially 
Concerned. , .j j r ^ j a 

In Ihort, although my fonwr Declaration^, added to die Rule I had laid down for my Condua 
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in all Cafes where I could liave the Orders of the Court of Diredors for my Guide, obliges inetA 
give my Voice in Favour of Mr. Francis’s Motion ; I neverthelefs fee, and am fo thoroughly convinc f 
of the great NeccfTity there is, in the prefent critical Conjunfturc of our Affairs in India, of fupporu 
the Governor General, as the Firft Inflrument of our Adminiftration, that I here declare I will 
heartily join with him in any Meafure he can devife, whereby the ill Effeds of the Change at Luck 
now may l)c obviated, and the World in general be convinced that he is ftill in Poffeffion of th [ 
Authority in the Adminiftration of the PuWic Bufinefs, fo abfolutely rcquifitc for the Support of 
Government. . 

In urging thefe Sentiments, I am naturally led to refled on what may be my own Situation in 
Execution of that Duty which I am on the Eve of undertaking *, the Operations of which may be 
materially injured by any Meafure which in the lead impede the Negociations fet on Foot by the 
Marattas. I therefore, as a Duty I owe myfclf and the Public Welfare, call upon ^ very Member of 
this Board to give me fuch Teftimony of their Determination to fupport me in the Profecution of a 
Service fo important in itfclf and in its Confeqiienccs, as that, when once entered on, I may not be ex. 
pofed to the Apprehenfion of Failure, from a Doubt of not receiving that ample Affiftancc from 
them which the Nature of the Undertaking renders fo indifpcnfably neceffary, and which they alone 
can afford. 

(Signed) ^ Eyre Cooie. 


Mr. Francis's Motion carried in the Affirmative. 

Mr. Francis — If the Commander in Chief will ftatc on what fpecific Points he wiffies to obtain 
from me a Teftimony of my Determination to fupport him in the Profecution of the Service which 
he is going to undertake, I dare fay I fliall be able, as I am fure I am defirous, to give him every Sa- 
tisfadion he can defirc. If the Requeft be left generally, I can only anfwcr it by a general Affu. 
ranee to him, that it is my Determination to fupport him. The Reinforcement of Men, and the 
great Sup[)ly of Money, which he will carry with him, will impower him to ad for a confidcrable 
Time at lealt ; and if there be any thing clfe he wifhes for, I only beg it may be ftated. 

Mr. Wheler — I have already given my feeble Support to all the Meafurcs that have yet been pro- 
pofed for the Reftoration of our Affairs in the Carnatic, by the Governor General, with the Concur- 
rence of the Commander in Chief. I am ready to go yet further, and to remove every Interruption 
to the General’s Meafures in a Quarter where 1 apprehend they might pofTibly be oppofed. 1 doubt 
not but I am underftood 

The Governor General — It is unneceffary for me to give Afllirances to the General of my par- 
ticular Support, after having been the Mover of the Meafures which fo effentially require his I’cr- 
fonal Execution of them, and of the Requeft made to him fo urgently by this Board, to undertake 
the Condud of them. I regard the Intereft, and eventually perhaps the Exiftence of this Govern- 
ment, to be dependent on the Succefs of his Operations j and declare I will, at all Hazards, make 
this my firft and invariable Objed 

The Governor General delivers in the following Minute. 

I cannot, confiltcntly with what I confider due to the Dignity and Authority of my Public 
Station, and to my own Charader and Feelings as a Man, confenc to affix my Signature to the 
Letters of Credence or Inftrudions of Mr. Briftow, as Refident at the Court of Oude, 7'he Court 
of Diredors, after having in their firft Inftrudions to this Government, exprefsly enjoined every 
Member of the Board not only to be guided by the Voice of the Majority, but alfo to fubferibe to 
all Letters, Orders, Ads, and Meafurcs, refolting from the Dccifions of fuch Majority, have fince 
thought proper to compliment General Clavering and Mr. Francis upon their Departure from 
this Rule, in Inftances where their Sentiments have not accorded with thofe of the ocher Members 
of the Board. This will be a Juftification to me in the Rcfolution I have taken v for whatever 
Law is binding on one Member of the Adminiftration mull certainly be fo to the Whole ; and al- 
though it is a Latitude I neither approve, or fhould in general wilh to avail myfclf of, yet in this 
very particular Inftance I tYuft I (hall (land acquitted not only to my Employers but to the whole 
World. I mud therefore defire, that the Board will devife fomc other Means of notifying Mr. Briftow's 
Appointment to the Vizier *, and as they have thought it incumbent on them, as a Point of official 
Duty, to receive and put in Force an antiquated Order of the Court of Diredors in Favour of Mr. 
Briltow, which, for the Rcafons affigned in my Minute of Yeftcrday, will neceffarily be confidered 
by all the Country Powers as a Superceffion of my Authority, I am yet willing to hope, that the 
Board will not only liften to but afford me their Support in a Motion which I lhall beg Leave to 
make, with a View to repair the Injury which I conceive my Public Station has fullaincd ; and 
avert in fomc Degree the prejudicial Effeds which this Meafure cannot fail to produce ,on our 
Affairs. 

I propofe, That Mr. Briftow’s Appointment be limited folely to the Condud of fuch Political 
.Negociations, Corrcfpondence, and Tranfadions, as this Government may now, or at any future Period, 
"be engaged in with the Vizier, and in no Shape whatever to interfere in any Matters refpeding 
our pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency ; that a feparatc Agent be appointed by 
that Truft, whofc Duty it (hall be to receive, colled, and manage, the Tuncaws or Affignments which 
have been or may hereafter be granted by the Nabob for the Liquidation of the Claims of this 
' ‘ Govern- 
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Government upon him; that he be iiitrufted with the Adjuftment of all Accounts relative to 
ihofc Claims with the Nabob and his Miaift<;rs,_ with all Dilburfctncnts to the Faymafters of the 
Company’s Troops ftatiohed in the Dominionl of «lvc Vizier, as alfo to his Excellency’s own Mili- 
tary Eftabliftimcnt under Britilh Officers, &c. Remitting the Rcfiduc of his Collcdions immediately 
,0 us } and that he l?c diredly. amenable to our Authority and Orders, and, in nd Refpeif what- 
ever dependchf on or cbrtneitled with the Office of the Kefideot. And as Mr. Purling cannot con- 
tinue with a diminilhed Commiffion, and as it now becomes, more than ever, ncceflary that 1 (liould 
haveaPerfon in Station in thole Provinces, not only in whom 1 can confide, but who is publicly 
tnown to be attached to me, I propofc Mr. Middleton for the above Officej hoping to meet with did 
Concurrence and Support of the Board. 

Sir Eyre Coote-r-l agree to the Governor General’s Propofal, of the Appointment of Mr. Middle- 
ton to the OflScc mentioned, hot becaufc Mr. Purling may not continue at Lucknow with a diminiffied 
Commiffion, but becaufc Mf. Nathaniel Middleton is a Perfon publicly known to be attached to the 
Governor General. The Neceffity of the Times requires an Appearance of that Kind. 

Mr. Whelcr— I objedt to the Ciueftion. 

Mr. Pfaincii— The Olfecc defetibed in the Motion is the rai|ir which Mr. Brirtow held before, and 
which has beep held fince by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Purling. I know no Rcafon why it (liould be 
dimtniffied and fo materially altered when it is given to Mr. Briftow ; 1 therefore cannot conicnt tt* 
the Propofition. At the fame Time, it is a Matter of indiiference to me, by whom the Duties, pro- 
pofed to be veiled In Mr. Middleton, arc exerciftd. 

'i he Governor General’s Motion carried in Affirmative. 

Rrfolvcd accordingly. That Mr. Briftow’s Appointment be limited folcly to the Condufl of fuch 
Political Negoeiations, Cofrefpondence, and Tranfadibns, as this Government may now, or at any 
other Period, be engaged io.saith the Vizier* and that he in no .Shape whatever interfere in any Mat- 
ters rcfpe^ling our pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency; 

Refolvcd, That Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be appointed Agent on the Part of this Government, 
for receiving, colleifling, and managing the Tuncaws or Affignments wliich have been, or may here- 
after be granted by the Nabob for the Liquidation of the Claims of this Government Upon him * 
that he be entrufted with the Adjuftment of all Accounts relative to thefe Claims with the Nabob and 
his Minifters, with all Dilburfcments to the Paymafters of the Company's Troops ftationed in the 
Dominions of the Vizier, as allb to his Excellency’s own Military Ellabiiffiments under Briiiffi Qf- 
ficers, &c. remitting the Refidue of his Colledlions immediately to us j and that he be direftly 
anlwerable to our Authority and Orders, and in no Refpcfl whatever dependant on or connefled with 
the Office of Refident. 

Mr. Francis moves. That as the Governor General declines figning the Letter of Credence for 
Mr. Briftow, Mr. Briftow’s Appointment maybe communicated to Mr. Purling by the Board, with 
Directions to make it known to the Vizier. 

Agreed to. 

Ordered, That Mr. Charles Purling be direCled to deliver over Charge of all the Papers hithertd 
held by him, which have Relation to the Office to which Mr. Briftow has been appointed, to Mr. 
Briftow •, and that he be directed to deliver over Charge to Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, of all the Pa- 
pels and Accounts of the Office hitherto held by him, which have a Relation to the Office to which 
Mr. Middleton is appointed, together with the Balance of Ca(h in his Hands. 

Agiecd, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Purling. 


. To Mr. Purling. 

Sir, 

Having, in confequence of the Commands of the Honourable Court of DireCtoi's, thought propef 
to appoint Mr. John Briftow Reftdent at his Excellency the Vizier’s Court, we direct, that on 
Receipt of thefe Orders you make the fame known to the Vizier •, and that on Mr. Brittow’s Arrival 
at Lucknow, you deliver over Charge to him of all public Papers in your Pofieffion, relative to the 
Management and ConduCt of the Political Negoeiations, Correl'pondence, and I'ranlaClions between 
this Government and his Excellency. And having been pleafed to appoint Mr. Nathaniel Middleton 
our Agent to receive, .collet, and manage the Tuncaws or Affignments, which have been or may 
hereafter be granted by the Nabob for the Liquidation of the Claims of this Government upon him ; 
to adjuft all Accounts relative to thefe Claims with the Nabob and his Minifters, and to make the 
requifite Difburfements to the Paymafters of the Company’s Troops ftationed in the Vizier’s Domi- 
nions, as alfo to his Excellency's own Military Eftablilhmcnc under Britifti Officers, &c. we dire^, 
that on Mr. Middleton’s. Arrival at .Lucknow, you deliver over Charge to him of fuch Papers in 
your Poffcflion as relate to thefe Offices : And after the Execution of thefe Orders, wc require that 
you forthwith return to the Prefidency. 

Fon?#WilHain. 

3d Oftober iySt). . Wc arc, &c. 


a 


SsL. Com. Rep. V. 


( M ) Extraft 
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Extraft of the Pfoccedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, thc^r Public Depart, 

ment, the 9th Oftober 1780. 

Governor General — The Governor General propofes Meflrs. Richard^ Johnibn, Jp^n Charles 
Middleton, and Trevor Wheler, as Afliftants to the Colleftor of the Vizier's Afllgnments to the 
Company, rcquclting the Concurrence of the other Members of the Board. 

^ ^ (Signed) Warren Haaings. 

. , Wheler, 

Agreed. coote. 

r 

I agree to the Appointment of Mr. Trevor Wheler, and I acquiefee in the otlwr wo ; ‘without 
departing, however, from my Objeillfe to the Meafilrc on which thefe Appointments are founded. 

(Signed) ,P. FrancU. 


(N) 

Extradf of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public De, 

partment, the 26th October 1780. 

i* 

The Governor General recommends the following InftruCtions to Mr. Middleton : 

To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Collector, &c. of the Vizier’s Afllgnments to the Honourable Company, 


Sir, 

Having thought proper to appoint you Agent on the Part of this Government, for receiving, col- 
kCling, and managing the I'uncaws or Aflignments which have been, or may be hereafter granted 
by the Nabob of Oude, tor the Liquidation of the fevcral Claims of the Company upon him, and for 
the Adjultnicnt in general of all Accounts now depending, or which may hereafter occur between 
this Government and the Nabob, relative to our pecuniary Engagements with him, we give you the 
following InftruCtions for "your Guidance in the Execution of that Truft. 

Immediately on your Arrival at Lucknow, to which Place we require you to proceed with all con- 
venient Expedition, you will receive from Mr. Purling, or from whoever may be in Charge of the 
Office of Kefident at the Vizier’s Court, a general Statement of his Excellency’s Account with the 
Company j a Jumma Waflcl Backey of the Aflignments which may have been granted on the prefent 
Year’s Revenue, and a particular Eflimate of the leveral Claims and Demands which thefe AfTign* 
ments arc intended to latisfy j including the Balance of the ViziePs Acebunt current with the Com- 
pany, the eftimated Demand for the Maintenance of our Two Brigades and Cavalry ftationed for the 
Defence of his Excellency’s Dominions, as well as for his own Troops under the Command of Bri- 
tifh Officers for the current Year, and, in general, every other Difburfement which may 
heretofore have paffed officially through the Hands of the Refldent, with every neceflary In- 
formation refpedting them : And fhould you find upon comparing thefe Two Accounts, that 


Aflignments for the full Amount of the fevcral Demands have not been obtained, you will imme- 
diately ftatc the Deficiency to the Vizier and his Minifters, and require that it be made good. 
And as we rely on you for the realizing of his Excellency’s Engagements to us, we fhall cx- 
pedf that you make the mofl minute Invcfligation of the real Value of fuch Tuncaws as maybe 
given you, rcjedling thofe you find not likely to yield the Anaount for which they are granted, and 
demanding luch others, by immediate Applicatidn to the Vizier hinidelf and his Minifters, as you 
deem pcrfedtly latisfaftory. And the tnoroefiedlually to enable you to fecure the Colledlions amidft 
thofe Tumults and DifordCrs which too frequently difturb the Vizier’s Government, efpccially in the 
remote Provinces, you will apply to his Excellency, whenever you may find it neceflary, for the Af- 
flflance of fuch I'roops, under Britifh Officers as well as others, maintained by Kim for the Service of 
the Collections v and when thefe fhould, in your Judgrnenc, prove inadequate to the Service required, 
which we underftand hath frequently been the Cafe, we authorize you to apply, in Conjunction with the 
Vizier, to the Commanding Officer at the neaneftSucion of oor Troops, whO fhall be inftruCied to 
fuinifli you with fuch Reinforcements as you may require, and he- may, with a due Regaid to the 
Safety of his Station, be able to afford you. 

We hope that Emergencies which require the Aid of our Troops will not often- occur, as we do 
not approve of their being detached from their Station^ or generally employed in the Service of the 
Vizier’s Revenue ; and whenever you may find it abfolutcly neceflary to call upon them, we expeft 
to be informed of the Circumftanccs which may have created that Ncccflity, and a full Explanation 
of the Nature and Extent of the Services they arc to perfwm, that wc may be enabled to judge of 
so ' 
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the Expediency of your Application 5 and you will take cfpecial Care thnt the Company’s Tronic 
whenever thus employed, are not detained from their Station longer than the Service for whirhViT.’, 
may have been called upon, (hall indifpenfably require. 

With refpeft to your official Accounts, in which we require you to be very punftual, you win 
continue the fame Form as may have heretofore been obferved by the Rcfident, fubjeft however to 
fuch future Regulations as may be fent you by us, or the Accomptant General. 

Your Allowance from the Company we have 

- *r fixed at • ,600 Sicca Rupees per Months and 

t s» R* 1,600 ADiftants as follows i 


+ Silafy 
Houfe Rent 


S» R* 1,600 


S* R® jjo 

S» R* 410 

*** S* R® 200 


t Salary 
Honfc Rent 


• ( : SaR® ;i 4 o 

• t Tnl™ Afliftant 260 Ditto: 

But as an Allowance for Writers, Peons, Hircarrahs. Sezawals fee will k» * - <r 
“!“pre'°.o"q£ “ for’ .his Purpofc .s 'hfSvrc 

VVe .»j.m you .0 !>' «'): 'Cgula. aud mi„me in your Communications with us', on every material 
r“m.y CneSry. “ ■'1™, with fueh further InS/uSm"! 

fetiW for P- 

Fort William, 

1 8 th Oftober 1780. 

, 1 

Agreed b the Inftruaions propofed by the Governor General to be fent to Mr. Middleton, CoIIec 
tor of the Vizicr's Affignments to the Honourable Company. 


Month. 


t Second Afliftant 260 ^icca Rupees per 


(O) 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public Depart- 

ment, the 2d November 1780. 

Read the following Addrefs from Mr, John Briftow : 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of a Letter from your Aifting Secretary, informimr 
me of my Appointtncnt to the'Station of Refident at the Court of his Excellency the Vizier, for the 
Purpofe of conduaing Political Negociations •, and at the fame Time acquainting me, this Appoint- 
ment does not impowcr me to interfere, in any Shape whatever, in any Matters relative to the pecuni- 
ary Engagements with the Vizier.* ^ 

Asa Servant of the Company, it is certainly my Duty to execute the Orders of your Honourable 
Board : And after having made this Declaration, I fliall not, I hope, be deemed guilty of Difrefpea, 
in take the Liberty to exprefs my Sentiments on the Appointment you have conferred upon mei 
that It does not correfpond with the Intentions of the Court of Direftors, who were plcafed to re- 
inftatc me in the Office I formerly held in Owde. The Profpcdl of receiving aftual Pofleflion 
ot this Office as foon as I could arrive in India, on the Terms n^ntioned by the Court of Direftors, 
was the Motive which induced me to return j yet, on my Arrival at this Prcfidcncy in the Month of 
February laft, it was my Misfortune to find my Hopes difappointed. And if, after the Anxiety of 
E^cftation during a Period of Nine Months, I am at laft direfted to undertake the Charge of an 
umce totally different from that to which the Court ofDircftors were plcafed to re-appoint me, I 
may, I hope, without pafling the Bounds of Refpea, cxpoftulate upon what I cannot but deem a 
Grievance of the moft cruel Nature to my Feelings. What I myfcif experience from Difappoint- 
ments on thii OccaGoO) by the Lois of 1 ime and Diminution of Fortune, both in my Voyage from 
i^ngland and Rcfidcncc in this Country ;without Office, Salary, or Employment, is a Confidcration 
^ ich applies pcrfonally to me alone« There is another, however, of more Confcquence to me; 
t e Degradation in the Eyes of the Public and of my Friends; which, in Jufticc to myfelf, I am 
more anxious to explain. ^ 

This Talk, however, I cannot enter upon without Reluctance, as it obliges me to fpeak of my 
own Conduct in Terms which may be cenfured as the EffeCt of Selfapplaufe ; The Ncccffity of doing 

muft be my Apology. ^ 


When 



Cp»f. 
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, \VI)en I formerly held the Office of Refident ajt the Court of Owde^ the Bofineg entrtifted b mkr 
^lana^ment was of the grcatcll Importance. I had the good Fortune to conclude the- Treaty now 
in Force with the Nabob} and on this, and every other Occafton, tny Cond»& was uniformly ho- 
noured with your Approbation, as well as an uofuiinious Vote of a Lack of Rupees. Reward,, and a 
Recommendation of me to the Notice of the Court of Direiflors. I appeal to your Records for the 
Fifis. I Ihould not recall them to your Remembrance, unlefs they fuggefted to m« unpleafing 
Reflcdlion of the confined Trull now placed under my Charge, and tne very flattering Marks of 
•Gonfidence and Approbation which I then received. 

The imnrediate Advantages accruins to the Company by this Treaty, were the Cellion of the 
Zemindary of Benares, and an Increale of Subfidy, altogether amounting to an additional annual 
Revenue of Two hundred and Eighty thoufand Pounds Sterling to the Company ^.jthe Expulfion 
of the Flench from the Nabob of Owde’s Dominions j and an offenfive *nd defenfive Alliante. 

The fucceflive Advantages were the Acquilltion of a large Body of the Vizier’s iTroops, not Icfs 
than Ten thoufat^ effedlive Men having been put under the Command of Briiilh Officers, 
which in Reality rendered them the Troops of the Company ^ and the R^dudHon of the Nabob’s 
Power to fuch Li«lics, that, inllcad Apprehenfions of him as a formidable Enemy, he 

was confidcred as a u|^ful Ally. 

I claim the Merit of having been the fuccefsful Inftrument of executing yotir Plans with (Iridl 
Obedience and .Integrity } in the Courfe of which I was often expofed to peifonal Danger and em- 
barralling Situation;, m which my own Endeavours could alone operate with Effedt. 

I cannot avoid ^lentioning, that after enjoying the Office of Refident at Owde for Two Years, 
during the Whole of which 1 had conflantiy been honoured with the unanimous Approbation of your 
Board, I was recalled, contrary to the Standing Orders of the Court of Diredlors. I may vciMiirc 
to aflert, that no P^art of my Condudl had afforded grounds for my Recall, which would have been 
the Punilhment had 1 been guilty of Offence t and thato.’) this Occafion, as there was no Allegation 
againll me, I was hot called upon for Defence. .Although you were pleafed to think my Services 
merited a Kecumpence, and adlually did me the Honour unanimoufiy to pafs a Vote in my Favour 
for One Lack of Rupees, yet 1 received lei's than a Third of it ; a Gratification in itfelf honourable, 
though in a pecuniary Light but moderate. This is the only Public Reward 1 ever reccH^ed for my 
Services, and which, in Comparilonof niy Recall, I cannot but deem inconflderable. On any othet 
Occafion I Ihould not have recurred to this Event; as a Teftitnohy ih favour of' my’ Piiblic Condudl 
I cannot omit it. Permit me to trefpafs upon your Time, by adding, that the Approbation with 
which the Court of Dire^ors were pleaied to diftinguilh me, and their Re-appointment of me to my 
former Station, was founded upon the Grounds of the unanimous Recommendations I received from 
your Board. The Nature of the Office 1 am now dire&ed to take Charge of, fo different in Point of 
Importance and Rerponfibilicy from that which 1 formerly held in Owde, mull afford a general Con- 
viction, that I have loll that Approbation which was formerly fo voluntarily and publicly conferred 
upon my ConduCt. The Reafons which have induced this Change in your Sentiments and Kefo- 
lutions are to me unknown : 1 can only flatter myfelf, that I have done nothing to occafion them : 
The Conl't qocnce to me is howev« fevere. 

I lhall only add, that my Zeanor the Welfare of the Company is undiminifhed t and I have fliil 
the fame Inclination I ever pofTelTed, to ferve them to the utmoll of my Abilities. 

Fort William, 1 haye the Honour, &c. 

31II OClober 1780. (Signedj - John Briftow. 


(P) 

ExtraCl of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated rjth OClober 1780. 

A Motion having been made at one of our late Meetings, for the Rc.appoiatment of Mr. Brillow 
to the Office of Refident at the Vizlpr’s Court, agreeable to your Orders of the 4th July 1777, and 
ajd December 1778, and this Q^fliion having oecafioned feme Debate, we beg Leave to refer you 
to the Proceedings noted in. the Margin for eVtry Information We can give you on the Subjeft of it. 
Mr. Brillow is appointed Refident at his Excellency’s Court, for the Purpofe of managing .and con- 
ducing fuch Political Negociations, Correfpondence, and TranfiiClons, as this Government may now. 
or at any future Period, ^ ennged in with the Vizier ; and Mr. Nathaniel Middleton is appointed to 
be Agent on the Part of this Government, for receiving, coIfeCing, and tnamming the Tunckaws or 
Aflignments which have been, or may hei^after be granted by the "Nabob of Oude, for tlje Liquida- 
tion of our Claims upon him; he is entrufted alfo with the Adjuftmeht of a}! Accoubts felatiye to 
thefe Claims with the Nabob and his Miniflers, with all Dilburfirments to the Pa^m,a%i’S of the 
Company’s Troops llationed in the Dominions of the Vizier, as alfo to his Excellency’s own Military 
Efiabltlbment under Britilh OfBcen, and direCly amenable to our Authority hnd Ordhrs.. 


(CL) 
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(^) 

£jcti^ of the General Letter from Bengal, dated the 29tl) KoVember i7il6. 

t*ar. 48. The Advices tranfmitted to you by the Trial Packet, will have informed you of a Motion 
made on the *d Odober by Mr. Francis, that Mr. John Briftow be appointed and direfted to re- 
turn to his Station of Refident at Oude j of the Debates which followed the Motion j of the Ap- 
pointment of Mr. Briftow accordingly j and of the Nomination of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to be 
^lleftor of the Nabob Vizier’s Affignments to the Honourable Company. We will not here repeat 
the Subjeft, but refer you for a further Explanation of it to our Letter by the Trial abovemcmioned, 
and to our Proceedings of the 2d and 3d ultimo. 


(R) 

£ictraft of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated lith April i^dt: 

£ar. 15. We truft Mr. Briftow, who concluded the Treaty' with ..Afoph-ul-DowIa in June 1775* 
would arrive in Bengal foon after the Date of your laft Confultatiohs ) and as, in Confequence of our 
Orders, he would alfo proceed immediately to the Vizier’s Court, we entertain the moft favourable 
Expeiftations of his being able to conciliate the Mind of the Vizier, and.to aillft him cfie£tually in ar- 
ranging and reftoring his Finances to a more Hourilhing Condition. 


APPENDIX, N” 4. 

Proceedings refpeding Mr, Francis Fowke. 


( A ) 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, dated 

the 16th Auguft 1775. 


At a Council i PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident, 
General Clavering* 

Colonel Monfon, 

Mr. Barwell, 
and 

Mr. FranciSi 


pENERAL Clavering moves, That a Company’s Servant be fent Up fO Benaresj to carry With him 
the Sunnuds of Inveftiture to the Rajah from the Company j and inform himfclf of the Na- 
turc of the Mint, the Species of Rupees that arc coined in it, how much the Perfon who farmed it 
paid to the Soubah of Oude, or to his Minifters, in Prefents.; as likewifewith the Nature of the Cut- 
wally, and what the Advantages of it were to the Perfon who farmed it \ in order to make fuch a 
Settlement with the Rajah as may be equally advantageous to him and the Company. 

Mr. Francis agrees to the Motion. 

Mr, Barwell*— I looked upon the Motion to be carried by the laft Refolution of the Boards and 
that the Choice of a Perfon remains only to be determined. The Company, in the extra Charges to 
which they have already been put, may have Qccafion to complain •, and as OEconomy and Difpatch 
may be equally promoted, I beg Leave to mention Colonel Muir, the Officer commanding at Chu- 
nar, as the mow eligible Perfon. Little or no Charges will be incurred by his juft moving from 
Chunar to Benares, and befides, he is the beft qualified from his local Knowledge. 

Colonel Monfon agrees to the Motion of General Clavering. 

The Governor General objc&s to this Motion. 

SiL. Com. Iftip. V. R 


Rcfolvcd, 
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Rcfolvcd, A Covenanted Servant be appointed to go to Benares, to take the Sunnuds of Inveft'r 
to the Rajah, &c. alfo to make the Inveftigations neceflary to enable the Board to come to a c 
Settlement with the Rajah for that Zemindary. 

General Clavering moves. That Mr. Francis Fowke be appointed to execute this Servi 
young Man exceedingly well qualified, from his Knowledge in the Perfian Tongue and hie ' * 
ceptionable good Charafter. 6 u nis uncx. 

Mr. Francis— I believe Mr. Francis Fowke to be perfedly qualified for the Service uroDofr^ 
and I agree to the Motion. F va • 

Mr. Barwell— The unhappy Differences that have prevailed at the Board, the particular 
which Mr, Jofeph Fowke has aded fince the Commencement of the new Government, the particuli' 
Predicament in which he Hands at prcicnt, I am forry to obferve, makes Mr. Francis F'owke h 
Son, the moft improper Nomination for a Commiffion of this Kind that could have been thoueh! 
of. Nor can I conceive why it Ihould have been thought of, unlcfs for the exprefs Purpofc of 
lowering the Governor General in the Eyes of the Rajah of -Benares as well as of all India 'bv t^ 
Seleftion of this Gentleman. I have no other Objedlion to Mr. Francis Fowke. Was it in m 
Power I would ferve him, but not .at the Expence or in Degradation of the firft Charadter of 
the State. I therefore wilh Mr. Francis Fowke’s Nomination may not be carried. ‘ 

Colonel Monfon— I do not comprehend Mr. Barwell’s Chain of Reafoning, that the employing an 
unexceptionable Company’s Servant can be any Degradation to the Governor General’s Confequcnce 
or Honour, or lower his Dignity in the Eyes of the Public : Had Mr. Francis Fowke been an ex 
ceptionable Charadler, there might have been fomc Degree of Juftnefs in Mr. Barwcll’s Obfervation • 
but as Mr. Barwell himfclf declares he wilhes to ferve him, I do not comprehend why he will not on 
this Occafion tellify to Mr. Fowke this Inclination. 1 believe Mr. Fowke to be qualified for this 
Appointment j and therefore approve of the Nomination. 

General Clavering is for his own Nomination. 

The Governor General— I am not furprized at the Motion now before the Board : I expedlcd it at 
the Time in which it was rcfolved, in Contradidlion to the former Opinion of the Board to permit 

r° Appointment as the Appointment 

not of Mr. Francis Fowke but of Mr. Jofeph Fowke, whofe Influence over his Son will reduce the 
Authority of the latter to a mere Shadow : I therefore difapprove of the Motion • I oroedt 
againft it. • r 

Agreed, That Mr. Francis Fowke be appointed to proceed to Benares for the Purpofes already 
refolvcd on. ^ ^ 

Ordered, That Inftrudlions be prepared for him accordingly, with a Letter of Credence to Raiah 
Cheyt Sing. - j 


(B) 

Extradl of a Letter from the Governor General and Council in Bengal, in their Secret Department, to 
the Court of Diredtors ot the Eaft India Company; dated nth September 1775. 

Par. 10. In our Letter of the 3d Auguft, of which you will receive a Duplicate by this Ship, you 
arc advifed of the Acquifition of the Territories of Rajah Ch^t Sing to the Company, and of the Steps 
which we had then taken towards fettling with him for that Zemindary.— On the i6th of that Month 
we again took this Subjeft into Confideration, and called the Vackcel before us, who had received an 
Anfwcr from his Matter to our Firft Offer; but not being able to afeertain from him the Finenefs and 
Quantity of ihcSilvcr of the Gourfliay Rupees, in which Coin the Tribute from the Rajah is to be paid, 
nor theexadk Amount which the late Farmers of the Mint and Cutwally at Benares, and the Cutwally 
at Juanporc, had paid annually to the Nabob and his Officers for the Grant of thofe Articles, we judged 
it ncccffary to appoint a Perfon to proceed to Benares, to make lundry local Inveftigations into thefe 
and other Points, to enable us to come to a final Adjuftment with the Rajah ; and we accordingly ap- 
pointed Mr. Francis Fowke. In the mean Time we agreed that the Rajah fhould continue to pay at 
Benares the exa6l Sum, and in the fame Species of Rupees, as he had paid co the late and prefent 
Nabobs of Oude ; that is to fay, 23,72,656.12 Gourlhay Rupees, exclufivc of the Mint, Cutwally, 
and other Articles which the Nabob held in his own Right. 


(C) ExinSt 
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E«raa of Proceedings of Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Secret Department of 
• the id December 1776. 

At a Council j PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General, Prefidenf, 

General Clavering, 

Mr. Barwel), 
and 

Mr. Francis. 


The Governor General alfo moves. That Mr. Francis Fowke be recalled from Benares and his 
Commiflion annulled i the exprefs Purpofes thereof having been accomplifhed. 

Mr. Francis— I need not bring my Opinion in. Writing upon cither of thtfe Motion-!. To the 
Firft I make no Objeaion i but as to the Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke, 1 know no Motive for it ; on 
the contrary, I am faiisfled that his Prefence at Benares has been of fignal Uic in preventing the be- 
lays of the Remittance of the Tribute } and to my Knowledge he has done nothing to incur the Dif- 
pleafure of the Board ; I Cannot therefore confent to his Recall. 

Mr. Barwell— The exprefs Purpofes to which Mr. Fowke was firft appointed, were, the Invefti- 
ture of the Rajah, and the fettling a Mode for the Remittance of his Tribute j his Commiflion 
ceafed the Inftant the Objeft of it was accompliflied, and Mr. Fowke ought then to have been re- 
manded to Calcutta j he holds no Appointment, and therefore it cannot properly be ftyied a Re- 
moval : I alTent therefore to Mr. Fowke’s being called to the Prefidcncy. 

General Clavering.— In regard to the Recall of Mru^Fowke and the annulling of his Office, I can- 
not help confidcring it as a vindidlive Meafure, couched under the Appearance of Public Service . 
and therefore diflent to the Motion. . ‘ 

Governor General — I agree to the Motion. 

Rcfolvcd, That the Motion propofed by the Governor General, be carried in the Affirmative. 

The following Letter is accordingly written to Mr. Fowke. 


To Mr. Francis Fowke. 

Sir, 

The Objefts propofed by your Appointment to proceed to Benares being now accompliffied, we 
have thought it neceflary to annul the Commiflion which was given you for that Purpofe : We therca 
lore diredf that you return to this Prefidcncy immediately on Receipt hereof. 

We are, &c. 

(D) 

Extract of a Letter from General Clavering to chc Court of Direflors, dated 5th December 1776. 

T he Reflralnt that I had laid on myfclf not to infringe further on the Rules of the Service than 
vas neceifaryi for the Explanation of iny Conduct in the Fart 1 am obliged to take, givci Way again 
to the Obligation I feel myfclf under in the drift Difchargc of my Duty, to acquaint you with lome 
of the lad Tranfaftions ot the Council after the Departure of the Nalfao 5 a^ their being undertaken 
precilcly at that Junfture, feems calculated to conceal, as long as polTible, the Information of them 
Irom your Notice. 

The fird Subjeft is the Removal of Mr, Brldow frorti the Pod of Refidcnt with the Vizier, and 
the Rc.appointmcnt of Mr, Middleton, The next is, the Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke from 
lienarcs. 

Having annexed the entire Confultation on both Subjefts, I will forbear to make any Refleftions 
on the Proceedings, leaving it to your Honourable Board to decide how far the Good of your Service 
las been confulted in removing Two Gentlemen who have each clidinguifhed themfdves; the Fird, 
m obtaining tor the Company an Addition of Thirty Lacks a Year to their former Revenue ; and 
^ rc-cdablilhing the Coinage of Benares, by Means of which the exaft Amount of thd 

ubfidy is afeertained, and then fixing the Rate of the Remittance on the mod advantageous Terms to 
t cCompanjr, As to Mr, Middleton's Re-appointment, you yourfelves. Gentlemen, as well as the 
roprietors, arc too much intereded in the Support of your own Dignity, and too fenfibly wounded 
m the Step taken to redorc him to an Office from which he had been diJmifled, after the folcmn 
o.ndemnation which you had given on his Conduft, for not fubmitting his Corrcfpondencc to the 
upreme Council, for me to mention and lay a Strefs on the little Regard the Chief of a Council 
hews to the Honour of a Government over which he prcfidcs, to recommend a Servant to fill any 
*od till he has made the Satisfaftion required of him, not only to the Government in which he 
wves, .but'CO his Maders and Superiors on whom he ultimately depends. 
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( E ) 

Extraft of the Secret General Letter from Bengal, dated lad December ijr76» 

Par. 6. The Purpofes for which Mr. Francis Fowke was appointed to proceed to Rajah Cheyt 
Sing at Benares, being now fully accomplilbed, we have annulled his CommilTiont and ordered him 
to return to the Prcfidcncy, 


( F ) 

Extradk of Proceedings of Governor General and Council of Bengal, In their Secret Department 

of the 23d December 1776. , * 

At a Council j P R E S E N T. 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident, 

General Clavering, 

Mr. Barwell, 
and 

Mr. Francis. 

The Governor General moves. That a Civil Servant of the Company be appointed to reftde at 
Benares, on the Part of this Government, for the Purpofe of tranfafting any occafional Bufi- 
nefs which may arife between this Government and the Rajah of Benares j and that Mr. Thomas 
Graham may be nominated to this Office, and Mr. Daniel Barwell to be his Affiftant. 

Mr. Francis~If a Civil Servant was necelTary for the Purpofe deferibed in the Motion, I con- 
ceive that Mr. Francis Fowke was perfcftly well qualified for that Office. I have no Objeftion, 
however, to either of the Gentleman recommended by the Governor General. 

Mr. Barwell agrees to the Motion. 

Gweral Clavering — I objedf to it, and leave the Refponfibility of the Meafure with the Gover- 
nor General, who mutt anfwer for it. 

R^olved, That a Civil Servant of the Company be appointed to refide at Benares on the Part of 
mis Government, for the Purpofe of tranfafting any occafional Bufinefs which may arife between this 
Government and the Rajah of Benares. 

Agreed, That Mr. Thomas Graham be nominated to this Office, and that Mr. Daniel Barwell b< 
appointed his Affiftant. 


( G ) 

Extract of the Secret General Letter from Bengal, dated 6th January 1777* 

Par. 1 1 . We have thought it proper to appoint a Company’s Servant to refide at Benares, for the 
urpolc of tranlafting any occafional Bufinefs that may arife between this Government and Rajah 
Cheyt bing. 1 his Appointment has been given to Mr. Thomas Graham j and Mr. D. O. Barwell 
has been nominated his Affiftant. 


( H ) 

Extraft of the General Letter from the Court of Direftors to the Governor General and Council 

of Bengal, dated 30th January 1778, 

Letter of the 19th of December 1776, you inform us, that the Purpofcf 
^ n j u- ^J?*’^** Fowke was appointed to proceed to Benares being fully accomplilhed, you 
^ f I Commiflion, and ordered him to the Prcfidcncy *, but it appears, by your Letter 
r" I ^ January 1777, that in lefs than Twenty Days you thought proper to appoint Mr, Tho-. 
mas Graham to refide at Benares, and Mr. Daniel Odavus Barwell to be his Affiftant 
fnr ^ to fuppofe that a Saving to the Company had been your Motive 

g Mr. Fowke 8 Commiflion, we (hould approve your Proceedings > but when 



A P P B. N D I Xi N* 4. (H) (I) 

find Two Perfons appointed immediately afterwards, with Two Salaries, to execute an Office which 
had been filled with Reputation by Mr. towke alone, and that Mr. Graham enjoys all the Emolu- 
ments annexed to the Office of Mr. Fowke, we ti^fb be of Opinion that Mr. Fowke was removed 
without juft Caufe, to make room for Mr. Graham ; and that the Addition of Mr. Barwell’s Salary 
is a clear Lofs of Three hundred Rupees per Month to the Company. ^ 

Far. 67. As it was not pretended that Mr. Fowke’s Condoft had been exceptionable 5 as he 
bad executed, with the greateft Punauality and Exadnefs, the like Office to which you have now 
appointed Mr. Graham i and as the Diffcnt of Mr. Francis and the Proteft of General Clavering on 
the Occafion had no Effcft, we think it proper to interfere; and therefore direft that Mr. Fr^icis 
Fowke be immediately rc-inftated in his Office of Refidcnt and Paymafter at Benares. We, how- 
ever, think proper to declare, That though we mean by this Order to’ do an Aft of public Juftice, 
wc by no Means intend it as a Mark of Difapprobation of the Conduft of Mr. Graham; whom we 
believe to be a very deferving Servant of the Company; 


( I ) 

Extraft of Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 

20th July 1778, 

At a Council; PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warrren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident* 

Richard Barwell, T 
Philip Fweii, / 

Edward Whcler, j 

Read the General Letter, dated 30th January laftj received frorti the Hondurable the Court of 
Dirfftors by the Grofvenor and Ofterly. 

Agre^ed, That the Paragraphs belonging to the different Departments of the Service, be dif* 

tribut' d. 

64, 65, 66, and 67. Governor General — I muft.rcqucft that the Board will fufpend the Execution 
of this Order — The Spirit and Intention of it is evident, and publicly known bdeh in Englarid and 
here. With thefc Confiderations in View, my Confent to the Recall of Mr* Graham would be ade- 
quate to .ny own Refignation of the Service, becaufc it would inflift fuch a Wound in my Au- 
thority and Influence, rhuc I could not maintain it. In the Courfe of a few Days we may expeft to 
hear of the Refolutions which have been taken by our Superiors^ and of the Appointments which 
have been made to fill the Vacancy occafioncd in this Government by the Death ot the late Sir John 
Clavering; Thcfe will be likewife decifive of my own Situation in the Service. I nefcd hot fay 
more to urge the Propriety of fufpending the Execution of this Order of the Court of Direftors. 
Mr. Thompfon, in his Letter from Marfeilles, dated the i8th of April, mentions that a Packet, 
containing the News of the^ GeneraPs Death, had been difpatchcd to London from that Port, 
from His Majefty’s Agent there. Seven Days before, and it is probable that the Swallow carried 
tills Intelligence earlier; wc may therefore expedt that the Caranja, which was to depart from Suez 
immeoiarely on Receipt of the Confirmation of the War, will bring us thofe dccifivc Orders which 
I look for; and thefe may arrive To-morrow, or in the Courfe of a very few Days. 

Mr. Francis — The Court of Direftors order Mr. Francis Fowke to be immediately re-inftated in 
his Office. To fufpend the Execution of fuch an Order, is to dilobey it. In another Parc of the 
lame Letter (Par, 41) they fay, Wc can on no Account permit our Orders to be difobeyed, and 

our Authority difregarded.” When the Company's Orders to me are clear and pofitivc, T do not 
deem myfelf at Liberty to withhold my Obedience to them on any Confideration whatever ; unlefs \ 
new Situation of Affairs, unknown to and unforefeen by the Court of i^iredlors, (hould make it 
imprafticable or dangerous to carry them into Execution : I am therefore againft the Motion. 

Mr. Whcler~I am of Opinion that the Order Ihould be immediately carried into Execution^ 

Mr. Barwell— While Mr. Haftings is in the Government, the Refpeft and Dignity of his Station 
fhould be fupported ; in thefe Sentiments I muft decline an Acquiefcence in any Order which has a 
Tendency to bring the Government into Difreputc. As the Company have the Means and the 
Power of forming their own Aditiiniflration in India, they may at their Pleafure place whom they 
pleafe at the Head ; but, in my Opinion, they are f|Ot authorized to treat a Perfon in that Poft with 
Indignity. 

Refolvcd, That the Execution of this Order be fufpended, 

Mr, Francis“I beg Leave to enter my Diflcnt to this Rcfoliuion. 


SxL.CoM. Rep.V. 


S 


( J ) Copy 
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(J) 

Copy of a Letter firom Mr. Praach Fowke to the Secreuty cS the Saperior Council in Bengal. 

To J. F. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary to the Henourabie the Superior Council. 

Sir, Calcutta, a tft July 

My Friends in England having tranfaiittcd to me a Notification in Form, which they have 
received, importing, that an Order of the Honourable the Court of DireAors, for my inftant Re. 
appointment to the Poll of Refident at Benares, was tranfmitted by the Grofvenor t and a confide- 
rablc Time being nowelapfed Cnee the Receipt of the Packet; I humbly requeft of the Honourable 
Board, that I may be informed of any RefolMtions which may have paBed in confequence of the 
above Order, and that I may be furnilhed with a Copy of their Proceedings upon the SubjeA. 

I am. Sir, 

Ygur obedient humble Servant, 

Francis Fowke. 


( K) 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Superior Council in Bengal, to Mr. Fraacis Fowke. 

To Mr.iprancis Fowke. 

Sir, 

In confequence of your Addrefs to the Honourable the. Govermr General and Council, requefi. 
ing tp be informed of any Rcfolutions which may have palftd on the Orders of the Court of 
Dire^ors refpe^ing you, and to be furnilhed with a Copy of tbe Proceedings Upon the Subjefl, 
I am diretffed to tranfmit you the inclofed Extract of the Confultation 20th Inftant. 

1 am. Sir, 

Council Chamber, Your moft obedient Servant, 

the 29th July 1778. J. P. Auriol. 


Extras of Confultation of 20th July lyyfi* 

Read the General Letter, dated the 30th January laft, received from the Honourable the 
Court of Diredlors by the Grofvenor and Ofterly. 

Par. 64, 65, 66, and 67. Refolved, That the Execution of this Order be fufpended. 

. A true ExtraA. 

J. P. Auriolj Secretary. 


{ L ) 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Francis Fowke to the Governor General imd Council in Bengali 


To the Honourable Warren Hafiings, Efquire, Governor General, Stc* Superior Council Fort 

William. 


Honourable Sirs, 

1 acknowledge, with great Thankfulnefs, your Condefeenfion in conveying to me, riirough Mr. Se- 
cretary Auriol, tiro Refolution you have paffed to fufpend the Execution of the Qmpany’s Order, 
dated 30th January 1778, dire£ring,tfi|f “Mr. Francis Fowke be immediately re-inAatvd in his OIRcc 
'* of Refidvnc and Paymafier at Benafes."’ By this Indulgence, Ibate an Opportunity afforded me 
of humbly, remonfirating againR the SeverKp. of jour Sentence, whkk U nearly equal to Difmifllon 
from the Service. . 

An Order of the Court of Directors, made public only a few Di^ago, pbftleely forbids any Co- 
venanted Servant to return to England, under any Fmence of Redi^ there for Injuries 

received here, without firft making an Appeal to them through tht Channel of the Prefident and 
Council Abroad. The Exigence of this Ormrr ftcceflarily fuppolcs that no Covc.nanted Servant can be 
difmiflTcd or fufpended from his Offices in India without fome previous Trial, at leaft fome Charge, 
or fome Accufation to which he may be fuffered to reply i Oil any other Suppofition thd Court of 
Directors can have no Materials lying before them to conduft their Judgment of his Merits, I ftaird 

a exariiy 
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exatflly in this Predicament, 4 nd fubniic to yoUr Caridout to determine, whether the Cafe be not i 
hard one. I tee a fimple Refolution which rufpcj^s me from my Offices, and am left to .^uefs at the 
tallies which influence it. In fuch a Situatioft I canrtot be free from Anxiety. Cdnfcioiis of mv own 
innocence and Integrity, I wll hope that your Jufticc will relieve nie. If there are any Accufations 
laid againit me, let my Accuiers ftand forth, let me anfwer thciil Face to Face : I mult believe there 
are foirte, becaufe I am confident your Juftice would not permit me to be condemned On n 6 
Grounds, hoover you mij^hc have miftaken them. 

I a.m tenfiBle that my Situation obliges me td the irioll perfeft Sabmiffioii to youf Orders* yet aj 
my own Honour, and that of my Family, will riot allpw me to fit filcnt under a Difsrace it waS 
a Duty incumbent upon me to defend my RepuMtion. In the Offices I have filled, I havfc’ltriitly 
adhered to my Duty, and cannot charge my felf With hayirig ever been deficient iri Refpeft to my 
Superiors. 1 he fame Condudl I mall ever obterye. If you find, dri a candid Examination, that the 
Merit I lay claim to is my Due, I truft that your Honourable Board will be pleated to carry intd 
Execution the Honourable the Court of Direftors Orders for ihy immediate Re-appointment to the 
Offices of Uefidem and Paymaftcr at Benares. 

I remain, With the gteateft Refpedi 

Calcutta, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

nth Augult I'yyl Ydur mod faithful 

and mod obedient Servant, 

Francis EoWke. 


(M) 

fextrafb of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 17th Aligufti 177L 

Par. 25. We have rcfolved to fufpehd the Execution of that Part df your Commands, ddiei 
goth January lad, Which relate to Mr. Francis Fowke; and muft be^ Leave to refer you td 
our Records for the Motives Which Iwaycd with us in this Iridance. 


(N) 

fextraft of the Ptocefctlings of the Goverlior General and Cbuncil of Bengal, in their Rublic Depatti 

ment, of the ytH September 1778. 

At a Council \ P R E S E N 'P, 

The Hondurable Warren Hadings, Governor Gcncralj Prefidehti 

Mr. Barwell, 

• Mr. Francis, i 

and 

Mr. Whcler; 


Read a Letter from Mr, Foi^kei 

Mr. Francisx^I move, that the Secretary rhay be direfled to inform Mr. Francis Fowke, tiiat thd 
Board have rio Reafon to be difiatisfied with any Parc of hiS Conduct in the Company’s Servicei and 
that no Charge has been preferred againd him to the Board. 

Mr. Wheler—^I agree to the Motion. 

Mr. Barwell—The Board having already denied to Mr. Fowke the Satisfadtiori he reejuired; by 
Ordering (imply the Reiulution of the Board to be furnilhed by the Secretary* I move the previoul 
Quedion. 

Mr. Wheter and Mr. Francis againd the Mdtiori. .1.1 

Governor General— I ano for the prfcviohs Qpcdldn. All Applications df this kind art irre^lar t 
the Board’ are not accouritable to Mr. Fowke tdr their Refiihitioii rkfpefting him — The Reafims for 
fitfpending the Execution of the Orders of the Court of Diredbors contain no Charge, nor the flighted 
Imputation of a Charge, againd Mr. Fowke } bUt I ftc no Reafon why the Board fiiould condcfccrid 
to tell him fo. 

The previous Quedion being carried, 

Rcfolved* That Mr; Francis’s Quedion tie not poti 


^ O ) Ei(tr»R 
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Extraft of Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Fort Willtam in Bchgaii in their 

Public Dcfiartment, of ift April 1779* 

Mr. Francis — I move, that the 65th, 66th, and 67th Paragraphs of the Cbmpany*s General Letter 
of the 3bthof January 1778, and the Proceedings of this Board of the 20th July 1778, be now 
read. 

Read the 65th, 66th, and 67th Paragraphs of. the General Letter, dated 30th January and the 
Proceedings of the 20th July 1778, which arc entered flfc this Place by the Defirc of the Governor 
General. (Vide his Minute.) ^ ^ 

Par. 65. In your Secret Letter of the 19th of December 1776$ you inform us, that the Purpofes 
for whicli Mr. Francis Fowke was appointed to proceed to Benares being fully accomplijhed^ you had 
annulled his Commiflion, and ordered him to the Prcfidcncy *, but it appears by your Letter of the 
6th of January 1777, that, in lefs than Twenty Days, you thought proper to appoint Mr, Thomas 
Graham to refide at Benares, and Mr. Daniel Oftavus Harwell tp be his Affiftant. 

Par. 66. If it were pofTible to fuppofe that a Saving to the Company had been your Motive for 
annulling Mr. Fowke’s Commiflion, we ftiould approve your Proceedings ; but when we find Two 
Pcrlons appointed immediately afterwards, with T|iro Salaries, to execute an Office whick. had been 
filled with Reputation by Mr. Fowke alone ; and that Mr. Graham enjoys all the EmolSments an- 
nexed to the Office of Mr. Fowke j we mull be of Opinion, that Mr.^Fowke was removed without 
jull Caufe to make room for Mr. Graham, and that the Addition of Mr. BarwclPs Salary is a clear 
Lofs of Three hundred Rupees per Month to the Company. 

Par. 67. As it was not pretended that Mr. Fowke’s Conduft had been exceptionable •, as he had exe- 
cuted, with the greatefl Punftuality and Exaftnefs, the like Office to which you have now appointed 
Mr. Graham *, and the Diflent of Mr, Francis, and the Proteft of General Clavering on the Occafion 
had no EfFcft, we think it proper to interfere \ and therefore diredl Mr. Francis Fov^c be imme- 
diately re-inftated in his Office of Refident and Paymafter at Benares, We, however, think proper 
to declare, that though we mean by this Order to do an Ait of Public Juftice, we by no Means intend 
it as a Mark of Difapprobation of the Conduftof Mr. Graham, whom we believe to be a very dc- 
ferving Servant of the Company. 

Governor General — “ I muft ret^ueft that the Board will fufpend the Execution of this Order*, 
“ the Spirit and Intention of it is evident, and publicly known both in England and here. With thefe 
Confidcrations in View, my Confent to the Recall of Mr. Graham would be adequate to my own 
“ Refignation of the Service, bccaufe it would inflict fuch a Wound in my Authority and Influence 
that I could not maintain it. In the courfeof a few Days we may expert to hear of the Refolutions 
which have been taken by our Superiors, andihe Appointments which have, been made to fill the 
Vacancy occafioned in this Government by the Death of the late Sir John Clavering 1 thefe will 
likcwifc be decifive of my own Situation in the Service. I need not fay more to urge the Propriety 
of fiifpending the Execution of this Order of the Court of Direftors. Mr. Thompfon in his 
Letter from Marfeillcs, dated the 18th April, mentions that a Packet, containing the News of the 
“ General’s Death, bad been difpatchcd to London from that Port, from His Majefty’s Agent there, 
‘‘ Seven Days before, and it is probable that the Swallow carried this Intelligence earlier j we may 
therefore expedt that the Caranja, which was to depart from Suez immediately on Receipt of the 
“ Confirmation of the War, will bring us thofe decifive Orders which I look for; and tnefe may 
‘‘ arrive 'Po-tmoiTOw, or in the Coiirfc of a very few Days, 

“ Mr. Francis — 1 he Court of Direftors order that Mr, Francis Fowke ht immediately re-inftated 
“ ii> his Office. To fufpend the Execution of fuch an Order is to difobey it. In another Part of the 
fame Letter (Par. 41.) they fay, “ We can on no Accottnt permit our Orders to be difobeyed, 
and our Autlioricy difregarded.” When the Company’s Orders to me arc clear and pofitivc, I do not 
deem myfelf at Liberty to withhold my Obedience to them on any Confideration whatever, unleis 
‘‘ a new Situation of Affairs, unknown to and unforefcen by the Court of Directors, (hould make it 
impradicable or dangerous to carry them into Execution: I am therefore againft the Motion.** 

Mr. Whcler — I am of Opinion that the Order fliould be immediately carried into Execution. 

“ Mr. BarwcU — While Mr. Haftings is in the Government, the Refpeft and Dignity of his Station 
Ihould be fupported \ in thefe Sentiments I muft decline an Acquiclcence in any Order which has a 
“ Tendency to bring the Government inl||; Difrepute. As the Company have the Means and the Power 
of forming their own Adminiftration in India, they may at their Plcafurc place whom they pkafe 
“ at the Head ; but, in my Opitiion, they arc not authorized to treat a Perfon in that Poft with 
“ Indignity. 

“ Rcfolved, That the Execution of this Order be fufoended. 

Mr. Francis — I beg Leave to enter my Diflent to this Refolution.** 

Mr. Francis — I move, that the Company’s Oltfers, contained in the preceding Paragraphs, be carried 
into Execution \ that Mr. Francis Fowke be immediately re-inftated in his Office of Refident and 
Pa\ mailer at Benares, and that Mr. Thomas Graham be ordered to deliver over Charge of thofe 
Offices forthwith to Mr. Francis Fowke. 

The 
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The Governor General— I haveexpeaed this Motion, and I expeft many more of a fimilar Na- 
ture to be introduced by Mr. Francis, for the Purpolc of forcing the new Member of this Go- 
vernmeiit to declare himt'clf a Party in Difputeitn which he has no Concern, and in which, 1 will 
venture to exprds my Belief that it is not his Wifli to be involved. The Order of the Company which 
has been read, was addreffed to this Adminillration before Sir Eyre Cootc was a Member of it •, it was 
.allb read, and a Refoluiion palled upon it, before Sir Eyre Coote’s Appointment : I prefume thefe- 
foie to fay, that it is irregularly brought before the Board at this Time j for though his Voice may now 
be required, aftd may be given upon the Motion, yet as it refpefts the Aft of a former Adminillration, 
and an Aft already done, the Rcfponfibility of that Aft refts only with thofe who conaitutionally 
paired it, and ought not to be thrown upon him unlefs he himfclf is dcfirous that it Ihould be reviled, 
and that he majr participate in it. If our Records are to undergo a new Scrutiny, and every Meafurc 
which they cofttain, to be examined by theSpaleOf the Company’s Orders, or by the Judgment of the 
prefent Adminiftration, the Time of the Board will not fuffice, even in a Daily Meeting of it, for lb 
multiplied a Refearch, and for the Debates which mull necelTarily accompany it. If this Retrofpeft is 
not to aficif all the Refolutions and all the Meafures of the Firll Government, on what Principle 
is a Scleftion made of a Queftion which has its Bafis in a Party Diftinflion, and is determinable only 
by Party Principles. The Refoluiion for fufpending the Execution of the Company’s Orders on 
the 20th July 1778, was notified to the Court of Diredlors in our Difpatches by the Eagle Packer, 
dated the 17th Auguft : Their Anfwer may be received, and ought to be expeded, before the 
Period which the Ait of Parliament has preferibed for the Duration of this Government: To prevent 
their Orders, by an intermediate Decifion of a Poi^t offuch Magnitude, referred to them, is neither, 
in my Judgment, confiftent with the Refpeft which is due to their Authority, nor with the aclual 
State of this Government, already opprcflTcd with Difficulties which demand the llrenuous and united 
Exertion of all its Powers, and which it tends to throw into utter Confufion : And for what, let the 
Perfon who made the Motion fay. What is the Objedof it? Is the Re-inftatemcnt, as it is called, of 
Mr. jM-ancis Fowke, to an Office which he never held, of fuch weighty Confequence to the Intercll of 
the Eaft India Company, and of the Biitilh Nation in India, that lor this the Firft executive Member 
of tl'.eir Firll Govern.ncnc mult be treated with Infulc, and either keep his Seat to be .a Partaker of 
a Scene of Anarchy and Confufion during the Ihorc but momentous Interval which remains of the 
Power which we unitedly hold, or leave it, and a Government embarrafled with new and perhaps 
greater Diltradions ? 

I defire that the Paragraphs of the General Letter, and the Extrads of our Proceedings which 
have been read, may be entered after the Firft Motion made by Mr. Francis : I moft earneftly recom- 
mend them to the ferious Attention and Refiedion of the other Members of this Board, and to thofe 
of the Commander in Chief moft cfpecially. I hope that the Decifion on this Qiiellion will not be 
jirecipitaced ; that the Confequences of it may be weighed before an Ad fo critical and dccifive be 
irrevocably palTcd. 1 Came unprepared for it, not ignorantly, indeed, that it would be brought on at 
an early Time, for the Public Voice has loudly announced it •, but I did not exped to be furprized 
with it on a Day, and in a Department devoted to fiulinefs, from which this is entirely foreign : I 
therefore hope and requeft that the other Members will fufpend their Decifion until the next Meet- 
ing of the Board in the General Department. 

Mr. Francis — The prcicnt Queftion does not properly lie between the Governor General and me, 
but between this Board and that Authority which the Legiflaturc has placed over us. The Propriety 
of waiting for further Orders, when we have pofitive Orders before us, may at any Time be pleaded 
wit'i equal Reafon as at prefent, and may as cafily defeat any future Orders, however peremptory, in 
<. onfirmation of the pall, as thofe which wc have already received. The .pcrfonal Appeal made to 
Sir Eyre Coote obliges me to take this Opportunity of alTuring him, that I will never bring any 
Queftion of this Nature forward, in which it will be poffible for a Member of this Board to take Part 
agairift me, without at the fame Time taking Part againft the Court of Diredors •, as for the reft, I 
Hull content myfelf with faying, that the Governor General has formed a very erroneous Judgment of 
my Intentions. 

If the Public Voice has already announced my Defign to introduce the prefent Motion, it is a ftrong 
prefumptive Proof qf the public Expedation, and, as 1 think, of their Judgment, upon the Rcfolutioii 
which 1 propofe to have reverfed : As for myfelf, I declare upon my Honour, and if there be that Man 
living who can contradid me let him come forward, that I never, diredly or indircdly,.or by the moft 
diftant Intimation, acquainted any Perfon not a Member of this Board, of my Defign to move the 
prefent Queftion. As the Governor General expeded it, and as the C^icftion itfelf is of a very plain 
and fimple Nature, I think there is no Ground for deferring the Decifion of it i at all Events I have 
done niy Duty, and lhall give the Board no further Trouble^ 

Sir Eyre Cooee — Being called upon by my King and Country to fill a Poll in this Part of the 
World of the higheft Importance to the State, it was with the greateft Diffidence I undertook that 
Service, well knowing the great Difficulties I had to encounter from the unfortunate Differences which 
had atilcn among thq Members of the Supreme Coiiikil : I therefore determined not to take a Parc 
in thole Differences, it being in my Opinion" the fureft Method that I could devife of putting an End 
to them v and conceiving that any Kind of Retrofped wpuld prove fatal to my Wilhes, was deter- 
mined to prevent them as much as lay in my Power, tiy? bringing forward no Matter, the Decifion of 
which 1 was not immediately anfwerable for the Confequences of} paying at the fame Time implicit 
Obedience to the Orders of the Court of Direftors, which I am determined to adhere to for my Line 
Sat. Com. R«p. V. T o* 
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Wf Condufk. I agree tofufpend the Decifion of the Queftion till the next Meeting of the Council in 
the General Department. 

Mr. Whcler — It cannot be confidered precip^lK in me to give an immediate Opinion upon the 
prefent Queftion, my Sentiments being already recorded i I therefore, to prevent the Implication of 
giving an hafty Opinion, dcfirc Leave to record my further Scniimcnu at this Meeting of the 
Board. • ‘ 

Mr. Harwell — I feel much concerned on the prefent Occafion. The forcing on a Queftion on a 
Matter that has paffed Judgment, and which if decided muft be a Confirmation or Reverfion of that 
Judgmcht, independent of the Authority to which it is fubmitted, will, I fear, not tend to conciliate 
the Differences of the Board, which I flattered myfclf might have drawn td a Period. The Confe- 
qucnccs arc very obvious. I hope, however, the Temper and Moderation of Sir Eyre Coote will 
decide for terminating the Diftradtions which have hitherto prevailed. It is with greit Plcafure I ob- 
ferve, in the Delivery of Sir Eyre Coote's Sentiments, a Refolution fo decidedly exprefl'ed of confulc- 
jng alone the Honour and intcreft of the Government, and fixing our Councils, if poffible, to that 
particular Point only. I am fo well aware of the Confequences to refult from haftilf deciding on an 
Aft of the Adminiftration, under the prefent Change in its Circumftances, in the Arrival of Sir Eyre 
Coote, that I entirely concur in the Wilh expreffed by the Governor General, to fufpend tl.e 
Queftion. 

Mr. Whelcr — As the Members of the Board have not objefted to my Requeft of entering my Opi- 
nion upon the main Queftion, I beg Leave to do it in the following Words ; That as I cannot dif. 
cover, either in thf Minute entered by theGovei^or General, or in the 25th Paragraph of pur General 
Letter to the Court of Direftors of the 1 7th Auguft, by the Eagle Pwlcct, the ShadowHlf an Argu. 
ment that can induce me to alter my former Opinion, much lefs juftify me in the Difobtdicncc of a 
pofitive Order from the Court of Direftors, 1 am for the Queftion. 

Rcfo.lvcd, That the Decifion of the Queftion propofed by Mr. Francis be fufpended until the next 
Meeting of the Board m this Department. 


■ (P) 

Extraft of Proceedings of the Govern^ General and Council of Fort William in Bengal, in their 

Public Department, 5th April 1779. 

Mr. Francis's Motion, recorded in the laft Coitfultation, being now again taken into Confider- 
fltion ^ 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote delivers in the following Minute ; ^ 

Since the laft Meeting of the Board in this Department, 1 have had Time to refleft very ma- 
turely upon the Nature and Tendency of the Queftion now depending. 

In my former Minute upon the Subjeft,'^ ! declared the Two ruling Principles of my Conduft 
to be, the Defire of avoiding every Kind of Retrofpeft, and a firm Reu>lution to pay an implicit 
Obedience to the Orders of the Company, 

And however difficult it may feem to reconcile an Adherence to both under the prefent Circum- 
ftanccs j fince by paffing an Opinion on the Queftion, I ihould feem to fwerve from the one, and 
by declining it, to lofc Sight of the other v I yet flatter myfclf, that the Cohduft which agrees with 
my own Feelings, will aUo meet the Approbation of this Board. 

I declare therefore, thi^ had I had the Honour of a Seat here, at the Time the Company’s In- 
ftruftions, refpefting Mr. Fowke were received, I Ihould certainly have joined moft heartily with 
thofc Gciftlemcn who were for putting them into imnjediatc Execution, as 1 lhall ever do in re- 
gard to any future Orders which may be given by the Company while I remain in the Ser- 
vice. 

But as the Whole of this Tranfaftion palTed before my Arrival, and as the Refult of the laft 
Proceedings thereupon now lay before the Direftors for their ultimate Decifion, I defire to wave the 
giving any prefent Opinion upon it, and to referve my Vote till their Orders arc received, when I 
fliall moft affuredly give it in Support of them. 

Calcutta, 5th March 1779. Eyre Coote. 

Mr. Francis — The Queftion is. Whether a pofitive Order of the Court of Direftors lhall or lhall 
not be obeyed ? I fuppofc it is hardly neceflary for me to fay what my Opinion is : 1 aft in Conformity 
to it in giving my Vote for the Queftion. 

Mr. Barwell— Mr. Francis muft excuie me if I cannot receive the Queftion as it ftands explained 
by him. I apprehend no one who fhall take the whole Subjeft into his Confideration, will allow 
it to be fo compendious. It is not a Queftion on the Company’s Orders ^ however, I am willing 
to ftipprefs the Refieftions that arile in my hffind, to ^e Harmony of our future Councils. 1 aoi 
againft the Queftion. 

The Governor General— It is unnecelTan^ ezprels any further Senie, either of the Que^n or 
the Manner in which it has been concliHl^ : I fliall therefore only fay, that I am ag****^ 
Queftion. ■ ‘ • 

JMr. Francis’s Queftion refolved in the Native. ^ 

Mr. Francis — 1 beg Leave to enter my Diflent and Proteft againft the Refolution^ - 

5 ' 
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Excnd of the G«Deral Letter from Bengal, dated the aid April 1779^ 

Pit. ii- A Motbn was made at one of our Meetings, That the Orders contained in, the 
; jh. '66th, ano^67th Patagraphs of yOur General Letter of the 30th January 1778, (hould be 
carrW into Execution: The Queftion wa^ refolded in the Nqgativei and we beg Leave 
refer you to our proceedings on this Subjeft for ^our more particular Information. 


. (R) 

t 

Extraft of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 14th May 1779. 

par. 4. In Anfwer to the a5th Paragraph of your Letter of the 17th Auguft laft, refpeAin^ 
the Appointment we afligned to Mr. Francis Fowke, we only remark, that as the Confultatiora 
are not yet before us, we muft defer our Decifion on the Subjedt •, and hope the Reafons which 
fwayed yoiH# far as to induce you to fufpend tHf Execution of a pofitivfc and peremptory Or- 
der of the Court of Diredtors, will be found fufficieni to juftify your Condudk on that extraor- 
dinary Occafion. 


(S) 


Erdkadl of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 27th May 1779. 


Par. 40. We have read with Aftonilhment your formal Refolution to fufpend the Exetutioh 
of our Orders relative to Mr* Francis Fowke j your Proceedings at large arc now before us. 
We lhall take fuch Meafurcs as appear neceflary for ptcfervlng the Authority of the Court of 
Dircaors, and for preventing fuch Inftances of diredt and wilful Difobedience in our Servants 
in Time to come. At prelcnt we repeat the Commands contained in the 67th Paragraph of 
our Letter of the 3#th January 1778, and direa* that they be carried into immediate Exe^ 
cution. 


(T) 


ExtraA of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, dated 
* ayth February 1780. 

At a Councilt PRESENT, & _ , , 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Goverhor General Preudent, 

Mr. Barwell irtdirpofedi 

Read the 40th Paragraph of the General Letter from the Honourable the Court of Diredtors, 

‘kgSd! ThL*M?.‘ Francis Fowke be appointed ReMcn' at “ 

Intention of the Court of Diredtors j and that Mr, Thomas Graham be diredlcd to de 
the Charge of that Office to him on his Arrival thetCi 


(U) 

Extradt of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 3d March 1780. 

P«. 4 «. Wc have the Honour to «:qo.int jron. That in Confymity to yo ur W C ommaj^^ 
of the ayth May 1779, Mr. Francis Fowke has appomted Refidcnt at Benares, and m 
T homas Graham recalled from the Station* 

^V) Extrait 
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W ) 

Extract from Bengal Secret ^onfoltations of the i4th*of January lySr* 

, Govetnor General— While this Government is charged with foch extenfive Conc|pfns, and hatfi A 
contend with Difficulties equal perhaps to thofe in which even the Supreme Adminillration of th6 
Britiffi Empire is at this Moment involved* it may at 1 ^ claim as a Right, which, under any 
other Syftem of Government that hath ever yet exifled, v^id be conferred on it as an rndifpenfable 
Obligation, to enmioy and exercife the Powers which are inherent in its Conftitutvin, and which are 
immediately necedary to the Support, and eventually to the Exiftence, of thofe effiential Intereds 
which it holds in Charge. On this Principle, 1 claim the Right of nominating the Agent of my 
own Choice to the Refidcncy of Benares. It is a repreftmtative Station, and q|pnot, without a 
Contradiiflion, be the Charge of a Man not preferably chofen to it by the Members of the actual Go- 
vernment, and holding it by an Authority independent of theirs. Speaking for mylelf alone, it 
may be fufficient to affirm that Mr. Francis Fowke is not my Agent s that 1 cannot give him my 
Confidence t that while he continues at Benares, he (lands as a Screen between the Rajah and this 
Government, inftead of an Infirument of Controul ; and that the Rajah himfcl(< and every Chief in 
Indoftan, will regard it as the Pledge and Fou^tion of his Independence. ^ 

: To Mr. Fowke himfclf I have no perfonat^bjeAion -, I approve his Cond!u£l,.^||^e(lcem hit 
Chara( 51 er j and I believe I might depend upon his exa^ and literal Obedience and *'pKielity in the 
Execution of the Fundions annexed to it. My Objedion is ftated above, and it is infoperable. 

The Perfon whom I have cholcn to fucceed him, 1 confider as ftanding in the fame Degree of 
Confidence and Eftimation with Mr. Wheler as myfclf. I adopted him (if I may fo exprels myfelf) 
from his Family and^^ Patronage, and affigned him an Office of the higheft Truft (par my own Per- 
Ibn, with Mr. Whele(*s Approbation j and firi^ a Forefight of the Event which h# fince made us 
the Copartners of this Governjfpnt, and which fuggclled to me the Propriety employing fuch 
Agents as would be agreeable to him, while they poffefled the other Requifites fW my own Con- 
fidence. 

I therefore think him, on every Confideration, the fitted to fill the Office in quedion. I therefore 
move, that Mr. Francis Fowke be immediately removed from the Refidency of Benares j and that 
Mr. Markham may be appointed to it in his.dead. 

While I thus acquit myfelf of what I conceive to be a Public Duty, it is my Defire at the fame 
Time to indemnify Mr. Fowke from the Confequences perfonally attending it towards him. I 
therefore move, That he be at the fame Time inveded with the Appointment %f Agent for ail Boats 
to be employed for the Military Service of this Edabhlhmcnt, with an Allowance of a Commiflion 
of 15 per Cent, upon all his Dilburfemenu |n this Office; that the executive Charge thereof take 
place from the Period of the Expiration of Colonel Morgan’s prefent Contradl j and jthat till that 
Time, and for Three Months following it, he be allowed to draw» his prefent Allowance of 1000 
Rupees per Month. 

I propofe this Method in Preference to a ContraA, becaule I am convinced from Experience 
that the Service will be better performed by this Alteration, although it ia,; 1 iable to One material 
Objedlion in its natural Influence in his ExpCnces. This is a Dcfctt which can only be corrcdlcd 
by the Probity of the P^£on who is intruded with fo imjx)rtant a Charge ; and I am willing to have 
it underdood as a Proof W the Confidence which I repole in Mr. Fowke, that I have propofed bis 
Appointment, in Oppofition to a general Principle, to a Trud fo condituted. 

Mr. Wheler— I accede to the- Propriety of the Governor General’s Arguments, and think them 
particularly applicable to the prefent State of, this Government. I am alfo highly flattered by the 
Choice the Governor General has made of a Gentleman to fill this important Station, who was for- 
, merly under my Patronage, and who is dill in my Confidence. But as Mr. Fowke has not yet fig- 
nified his Willingnefs to accept of the Compenfation propofed to him in Exchange for his prefent 
A^rointment, I mud decline giving my AfiTent to his immediate Removal. 

The Governor General’s Motion being agreed to, . 

Relblved, That Mr. William Markham be accordingly appointed Refident at Benares, and 
Mr. Benn his Aflldant. 

Refolved, That Mr. Francis Fowke be inveded with the Appointment of Agent for the Provifion 
of all ^ats to be employed for the Military Services of this Edablilhment, with an Allowance of a 
Commiflion of 15 per Cent, upon all his Dilburfenqents in this Office; the executive Charge of 
which is to take place from the Period of the Expiration of Colonel Morgan’s Contra^, and that 
to that Time, and for Three Months following it, he be permitted to draw the prefent Allowance of 
1,000 Rupees per Month. 


(W) Extraa 


le 
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Extras of th^$e< 5 et Ccner^etter from &ngal. dat <4 a7th April ,781 : Received by the Bellmont 
f . 5th i>ebruary 1782. 

far. ^1% :haiiti5 Fowke hwing been iwaUed from hia ReMency at Benares, and annointed 

Expitation/ftbe ptefem 
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Copy of 4 |||^th Article of the Company’s Generi^Inftrudions to the Governor General and Council 
^ of Bengal, of the 29th Nlarch 1774. ; 

t n 

J F any of the Company’s Servants, Civil or Military (except the Members of our Board of Tradei 
whom vre ^ not make liable to vour Sufpenfion) lhall at any Time be fufpended by you from the 
Execution of As Office, or any Vacancy lhall happen by Refignation or Death, k is our Order 
and Dircdlio^hat the Perfon next in Rank,Officef or Rotation*^^ be appointed to fupply fuch Va- 
cancy m ourGbil or Military Service, until our Pleafure lhall bc*iown. We alfo further direft, that 
^forc the Raf val of any Company’s Servant from any Office, the Party be made acquainted, in 
Writing, with the Acculation preferred againft him j that he be fummoned to make his Defence, hav- 
ing a reafpn^lc Time allow^ him for that Purpofe ; and that you proceed on ail fuch Occafions with 
the greateft Tendernefs andCircumfpeftion. And we further direft, that all fuch Charges made before 
you againft any of our Servants in your Department, with all Proceedings thereon, b: regularly en- 

tered upon your Confultations, and with them tranfmitted to us. > B 7 


W' 

If 

APPENDIX, N^d. 

Proceedings refpefting Mahomed Reza Cawn. 


(Ay 

Extraft of General Letter to Bengal, dated 3d March 1775. 

Par. 39. .W®, have examined the feparate Confultations of our Prefident and Council relpeifting 
u • V 1. . "*ahomed;Pes» Cawn, and embrace, the prefent Qppdrtunity of teftifying our Ap- 
probation of their Conduft during the Whole of that Enquiry. And although the particular Informa- 
tions tranfmitted us againft Mahomed Reza Cawn, and thofc general and alarming Accounts of Op- 
* ^ . ‘* 9 .* Records of our Prefidcncy of Fort William abounded, mufthave rendered it 

P tPshav? hjs Adminiftratipn ferutinizedtj we are neverthclefs well plcafcd dh 

unding him. able m ejxpMlpate himfclf from ail Charges brpughc againft him to the Satisfaftion of our 
servants, notwitliftand^g they on.the ^t had, deemed them fo well founded as to entertain no Doubt 
k(J>g on him Fa^ iofticient to jultify pur Cenfurct iand W warrant his Difmiinon from Public 

Sentiments of our Prelident and Cbuncil^lativc to Mahomed Reza Cawn’s 
pnerappondudl;, we, cannot but notice alfo, th^.tbeii;Jdeas> refpedling the Arrears due from him 
w ttie Circar, Tfrere pearly firailar to our owin, as appcali^y their Letter of the loth December 1772 j 
wiicrcuvrtey Vr,t that they had great Reafpn to believe, on a Scrutiny into Mahomed Heza 

SEi..eoM.. RjiP,y.; , , ' . , U.. . Cawn’s 
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Ctwn‘8 Dacca Accounts, a Balance would appear againtt him of upwards of Seventeen Ucks of 

our Governor and Council at Fort Williinb. had Reafon to be of Opinion, that the Refult of 
an Enquiry would ilTue as above mentioned, we cannot but conclude, there muft have been fucli 
pubUc^nd’^gencral Appearances of Mal-adminiftration, as 

monicated to us, and rendered it abfolutely fteeeffary for us to ofe the moft fj^edjr tndrfeauaS Mens 
in our Power for delivering the Natives from app^ht Tyranny 

to the Nabob, or to the Company, the Amount of all Monies foppofed to hm bc^mbcazlcd or 
Iniftpplicd by Mahorntd R«» C.wn, or ootHanding ir. W. !^s m Mcoiml of 
It war 0(1 Ihofe Grouodt «e direfted an EiKpiiry to be and though tthM 

that Mahomed Reza Cawn was intentionally t^reflive m cott^ingGram, ot that he reaped P^niwy 
Advantages from that Article in the Time of the Famine 5 yet to thofc Perlons who^tuffered by his 
Mcafures, the Interference of him and his Agents was at 1 imcs a real Grievance, and a lufficient 
Ground for their Complaint j ignorant as they mull have been of the Direftions of 
Council to Mahomed Reza Cawn, to ufe his utmoft Endcavomf to procure Gram for^iihc Ufc of the 
Citv of Moorlhcdabad, and for the Subfiftence of the TroopSa . « ^ 

In regard to the Dacca Revenue, we have already declared that the different Reports of our Go- 
vernor and Council, from Time to Time, have been unfatisf^^lory to uss and we zrc far from being 
convinced, by the Materials now before us. that Mabolhcd Reza Cawn is not indebted 10 the Circar in 
a very confidcrablc Sum, or that he ought not to be compells^to fulfil the Engagernems entered into 
for the Chucklah of Dacca. The general Wordsr^pndcr the Handwriting of Meer Jaffier^ppofing 


both the Papers authentic, arc of little Importaniie, and can never be conftrued to atmp^ p^uive 
Agreement which appears under the Seal of Mahomed Rew Cawn j and as to Jiis lea having 
executed that Inftrument by Compulfion, merely to gain Time and to favc his Life, it wants every 

nectffary Proof to render it effcftual. rL- 

AA. Under thefe Circumftances, and becaufe we find the Nabob, Meet Jaffier, at the Time of his 
Death, indebted to the Company in the Sum of Rwees 16,69,758, we cannot deem our^ves warranted 
to cancel the Obligation in queftion^ but in Conffileration of the Inconvenwnces which Mahomed Reza 
Cawn may have experienced duri^ the Time of his Examination, we dirca that y|| fufpend our 

Claim for the Arrear of the Dacca Revenue. r 1.4 l ^ i> h ^ u.vf 

AC. After declaring ourfclvcs thus favourably on the Cafe of Mahomed Reza Cawn, we have 
only to add, that as we wilh him to remain under no other Obligations to us than thofe of Gratitude, 

we therefore can have no Objeftion to his total Enlargement. r'. ~ 

46. TheCondua of Nundcomar, in the Part he has taken agamft Mahom^ Reza Cawn, appears 

to us fo very inconfiftent and unworthy, that we feel a Repugnance to his bon 

in the high Office of Roy Royan of the Province. And as the Acquittal of Mahomed Reza Cawn 
warrants us again to employ him, we direft that, if he can with Propriety accept of that c 
under the Regulations and Reftriftions eftabliffied by our Prefident and Council, and with the ba* 
laty granted to Raja Gourdafs for executing the' fame, he be forthwith appointed there^ t, ■'*' 
ccivc a proper Khelaut, and fuch other Marke of Diftinflion as are ufually conferred#0 Natives 
on like Occafions. ff'e mean not by this Appointment to rejtere Mahomed Reza Cawn to iny improper 
Degree' of Power, but merely to t^ify our Satisfaaion on finding his former Qondua has been jo muett 

better than we enpeaed^ , ,, . . _ 

47. And in regard to Raja Gourdafs, though we cannot confent to his remaining Roy Royan ot 
the Province, yet, in Confideration of the favourable Charader we have '■^cived of him, we have 
no Objeiflion to his being appointed to any Office of lefs Importance, if you (hall be of Opinion tnat 
his Behaviour has entitled him to fuch a Mark of our Indulgence. 


(B) 

Extrafl of Bengal Secret Confultations, i6th Oftober 1775 * «. 

Read the 39th to the 47th Paragraphs of the General Letter from the Court of Direflors, dated 

the ad March 1775. ^ .u. KT^tuit! 

As it is evident from thefe Paragraphs, that the Court of DireflOrs were not aware m the N 
of Raja Gourdafs’s Appointment when they fuppofed that he was Roy Riwan of. the Pre^ ^ 
whereas in fa6l the Appointment which He received from the late Prefident and ®f 

the Begum through their Recommendation, was that of Duan of the Nizamut and BWa, or um 
of the Nabob's Houlhold, the Office of Roy Royan having been conferii^ much a^t the lame 
Time on Mharaja RajabuUub by the late Prefidcttc and Council, and both fince confirmca oy m 

^°The° Governor General defires^liat tile Opinion of the Board may be taken, in ^Jiat Senfej^ 
Orders of the Court of Diredocs, contune4,Ji> this Paragraph, Ihall be recei^, with r pec» 
Raja Gourdafs and Mahomed Reza Cawn % and that Orders may be inued accordingly. » . 

Mr. Francis— I am by no Meant clear in the exad Senfe to be affix^ to Paragraph 
to me to be liable to a Quefiion, Whether, conformably to the Intentions of the Court 
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%M knmed R€Z» Cawn diould be Roy Royan, or whether he Ihould be appointed t8 fhe Port aii- 
^ n bv Raja Goordafs ? I do hot think that it i 4 abfblutely heceflary to deternrsinc thii 
frion imi^iatcly » and coUld wiih thit the l^jflon of it might be deferred for a few Days, 
mean Time. 1 fee no Reafcn why the Fafa^hs relating to Mahorhed Reza Cawn may not 
u“ ommunicatd lo him. Mr. Francis therefore moves. That the Confideration of the Governor 
^ Motiookbe deferred d#l the hexi Board Day. ^ ^ ^ . a 

That the ConGderation of the Paragrahs fclatiye to Mahomed Reza Cawil be deferred 

unS® he ilcxt G^cil D^* 

■(C) 

Extraa of Bengal Secret Confaltatibns, i ft th Oftober 177^. 

Refumedthe Gonfideration of tike Wfagrjphs 39 to 47 of 
Directors, dated the 3d March, and the Governor Generals Motion, recorded on the 16th 

^"SlSral Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Ftaheis iiaving drawn up their Sentiments on this 
Subieft, deliver them in tfle following Minute, vthich is no^ read : 

Aftrr an attentive Confideration of iji% Company's Orders relative to Mahomed Reza Cawn and 


eniivc \-.unuucraiiu» vii v..vriispAit ^ ^ - 

Raia GouraSu contained in the 39th and Eight fol|yetine Paragraphs Of the General Lettw ot the 
.^1 tn tKanlrinry fhaf thf* Onnrt of OirGiftors 


Maf!Silb7«, we agree with the Governor General, in thinking that the Court of Directors 
have miftaken the Office actually held by the Raja Bullub for that which the late Admimftration 
conferred on Raja Gourdafs. This Miftake, with the Confcquences drawn from the l-^s fuppofed 
bv the Court of Directors, produces an Ambiguity in their Ordets, Which makes it difficult for US 
to determine in.what prCcife Senfe they are to be underftood, or by what Refolution of ours we can 
with Certainty &rry their Intentions into EffeCt. On one Side they eXprefs a Repugnancy to theCen-. 
tinuanceef dtmClurdafs in the high Office of Roy Royan, and dir^ft us to appoint Mahomed Reza 
Cawn to it, r/slfc can accept of it with Propriety under the Regulatisdh and R^rtSions ^abl^ed by the 
urP^jiL:MC«mU?o^ L other it SVo L obfcnred. that Raj. Gourt*f> “ ”»■ ‘'' 2 ' “Eirntd 
that the Office is by no Means of fuch a Rank or Confequcnce as could poffibly reftore Mahomed 

Rc(S Mo^foddio, CU* .r .h. Kha,fa, who| Do^It 

is to attend at the Meetings of the Board of Revenue, to make Report, to anfwer to all Enquiries, 
and to receive occafional InftruCkions. It appears to us, thst fuch an Office 
Dignity whatever ; the inconfiderable Share of Power annexed to it, is immediately «nder the Con- 
3 ithe Revenue Board. It muft alfo be remarked, that the Roy Royan is a Hindoo Office, 
confcqucntly not to be exercHed by a Muffulman i and that for this Rcafon Mahomed Reza Cawrt 

'“witrXIlew before us, and confidering that they do not p^feribe to us 

fucri d«r Id detminate Line of Conduft as would f ‘f 

leave nothing to our own Diferetion •, we apprehend that t ®.P ® p. y,ui£.|i rhtv originally 

Court of DimCtors cannot be belter afeertained than by «c«rring to ^ ^r.gmhy 

RV.%oulta"dT,>B?Mt.pnd?h^yarib«i»rf^^^ 

vert to thofe Oilers, Id endeavour to carry them into to 

will permit. On the Removal of Mahomed Rew Cawn, it was evident y » ,hey"„ftruCk 

fubftitutc a finclc Miniftcr in his Placc» to tranfaft the polmca Affairs of Govern- 

tlKirS«..nta“io fdtft. for .hat Purpofc, fo“ 7" 't'A 

“ m«.., ««l ,f whofc AttachnOT. m for cUramm., ..kI 

and fubjeCt to our Controul, might reprdent and aft N^d J ^ ^ jJ 

Government, which k has been the conrtant Policy of iIk Com|g to fuppo«.^^« ^ ^ 

fuch a State of Weaknefs and ^ "“ASwfSenae? and DifSffions with the foreign 

rnent, citlicr to its own SutyeSs or to Foreigners. ^ anrviar m Parties and which ought 

Faftorim, in^wbkhiiisnot thetfuelntertftof the Company to appear as Parties, 
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properly to have been referred to the Nabob or !vs Miniders, have been taken up dircftly by the 
Reprefentatives of the Company as Principals : The Company of courfe, without Ncccfllty, and con- 
trary to their own political Sylttm, are made rcTponfible to the Nation for all the Confcquences which 
inay attend any A£is of Force or Floftility i^ercifed by their Servants iti checking the Encroach- 
iments of the foreign Fadlories on the Rights and Authority of the Country Government. In this 
View alone, the Expediency of fupporting an odenfible Authority in the Nabob, is too obvious to 
be difputed : At the fame Time his pofitive Rights arc founded on a fpecific Treaty, and cannot, 
in our Opiivion, be invaded by the Company’s Servants, without a Violation of^ery Principle ot 
Juftice and good Faith. 

The Conlequencc of reducing the juft and conditutional Powers of the Nizamut to their prcfenc 
feeble State, have not been confined to the political lnit;f<jj|[S of the Company. 

F.very Member of this Board mud know, and we believe that no Man (cc)s it more fenfibly than 
the Governor General himfelf, that fincc the Transfer of the Lantis fr;fim the original Owners to the 
prefent Farmers, and fince tlie Abolition of the local Jurildidions exercifed by the Zemindars in their 
ixTpedive Zemindaries, wliich followed that Transicr, the internal Government of the Country has 
fallen into a mod alarming State of Confufion, 

By the Conditution of Bengal, the Zemindar prefided in Criminal Court of his Didrids, pro. 
nounced and executed Sentences on all OHences lefsthan capital, and was ahfwerable to the Nizam 
for the Peace and good Order of the Country, as far as lri|,Jiirifdidion extended. An Inditution of 
this Nature might undoubtedly be liable to Abides*, but it was conformable to the Manners and 
Prejudices of the People, who looked up to their Chiefs algnc for Judicc and Protedion, It made 
an eifeniial Part of the Conditution of the Country, and could not be abolifhed wi^ut breaking 
that regular Chain of Subordination and Dependance, by which the Government and tpq’ People were 
united in One political Body. Mr. Hadings himleif admits thefe Conrequentes, and declares, “ That 
by the Removal of the Zeminclary Jurifdidions, the Confid^cc of the Dccoits was increafed; 
and that no Method had been fubftituted for giving Intelligence to Government of fuch Events 
“ as related to the Peace of the Country.** Abufes will find their Way into the Pradice of the wifeft 
Jnftitutionsi but they ought to be correded by a fteady and vigorous Adminiftration, not by ralhly 
forcing the accumulated Wildom and Experience of Ages to yield to the crude Ideas of a few Fo- 
reigners (for fuch the Englifli are 4 ii Bengal) on a Subject, which they can hardly be i^ppofed to have 
iinderllood, even if they had had the Welfare of the Country ever fo fmcerely at Heart. 

The Annihilation of the judicial Powers formerly exercifed by the Zemindars, was however a ne- 
ccffiry Confequcncc of difpofle/Iing them of their Lands. The Revenues could not eafily be col- 
Jeded by the Farmers, if a Power had been referved to the Zemindars, to which the Ryots might 
have Recourfc againft the Oppreflion of their new Matters. 

It became ncceflary therefore to form a new Plan for the Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice: A Court 
of Fouzdarry Adawlut was accordingly eftabliflied in each Diftrid, for the Trial of all Crimes and 
Mifdemeanors a Supreme Court of Fouzdarry Adawlut wascftablilhed at Calcutta, under the cfpe- 
tial Care of the Prefidcnt, with Power to confirm all Sentences from the Subordinate Courts, except 
Capital, which were referred to the Nizam, 

It was foon found by Experience, that the Ir^itution of thefe Courts had not produc<!8 the Bene- 
fits expeded fiom them, and that the Public Tranquillity could not be fecured without the Kxcr- 
tion of other and extraordinary Means.’* 

What Benefit indeed could bti derived from the new Courts of Juftice, when even the Regularity 
and Precifion, introduced into their Proceedings, are afligned by Mr. llaftings, {?s One Caufe of the 
“ Encreafe of Robbers ^ 

No ftrongcr Proof can be produced, that they were not founded on Principles rcconcilcable to the 
Genius and Temper of the People. 

As a Remedy for this and many other Evils which the Eftablifhment of the Phouzdarry Courts liad 
cither created or not removed, particularly the Want of Miniflerial Officers for th^ Apprehenfion 
of Offenders, which the new Syllem had not provided lor, the late Prefi^ent, in his minute of 19th 
April 1774, propofes the farther Infticuiion of fevcral Fouzdars, or Officers of Police, to be ftationed 
in the Diftrifts, with Power to apprehend Deceits and other Offenders, and bring them to Juftice. 
Even this Expedient has failed of its propofed Effeft. Wc have too much Rcafoit to believe, that the 
Fouzdars ihcmfelves, with their numerous Followers, have, in many Inftances, ciHicr fereened the 
Dccoits, or joined with them, and that upon all Occafions they have made Ufe of their Power to 
plunder and opprefs the People whom they were fenc to proteeft. The Governor General has re- 
peatedly reprcicntcd to this Board the deplorable State of the Provinces with refpeft to the Admini* 
itration of Juftice; he has defired to be relieved of the Superintendance of the Fouzdarry Court, 
and Controul of the Fouzdars, as of a Burthen to which he is unequal ; and has requet^ed U3»to rake 
the Subjert generally into our Confideration. ' 


It feemed neceffary to enter thus tar into the internal State of the Country and Govcrnuncnt, not 
only that the Meafures which we mean to recommend ro the Board might be regularly introduced, 
but that the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll might be able to determine at one View, whether 
ihofe Meafures arc conformable to^c Spirit of our Inftru(ftions, and adapted to our adual Situa- 
tion. 


Ic is now the clear unqueftionablc Determin^ion of the Court of Direftors to fupport an oftenfiblc 
and adivc Power in the Country Government. The Nabob himfelf, from Y9uth, Inexperience, and 
I the 



the total Negle<5t of hi^ Educition/ is rrycipable of cxcrcifing this Power. The executive Authority 
of the Nizam mtift be delegated toa-Miniflerj who, afting in his Mafter^s Name, may nevcrthclcfs 
be fenfible that owes hi3 AppointiTient^folet^o our Recommendation, and that his Continuance in 
Office depends upon his’Atifechment and Gramtrde to the Company* 

We are convinced there is no Man in the Provinces in every Refpeft lb well ^jualiBed for this im- 
portant Poft, as Mahomed Reza Cawn *, and we think the Declarations now made jn his Favour by 
the Court of Dircdlors, entitle us to replace him in it. 

We offei?^ tkerefegr#’ as our Opinion, that the Board l^ould recommend him to the Nabob to be 
Minillcr of the GOv^rnmenr, ‘and Guardian of his Highnefs’s Minority, with Authority to tranfadt 
the political Affairs of the' Skear. inftru(5lcd to fuperintend the Nabob's Education, 

to chufe proper Servants and Compahiorw for him, and to endeavour to recover him from the dif- 
honourable ^atc of Igrtowoe and Diffipation in which we fear he is ftill immerfed. He fhould be 
particularly impowered'I^M diredted to reduce and regulate the Expences of the Nabob’s Houfliold 
in fnch a Manner as to enable him to extricate his Highnefs from his Debts and Incumbrances, with- 
out calling upon the Comp^rvj|foiH|jp lncreafc of his prefent Income. 

After the Appointment of a the Durbar, it will be equally unneceflary and inexpedient 

for this Board, whether as Principals or Parties, to cinct into any Difeuffions with the Foreign Fac- 
tories on QiJcltions touching the Rights and Authority of the Country Government, in which, as 
Reprefentatives of the Eaft India Company, we have ftridtly no Concern, Every Qiieltion of that 
Nature may be immediately referred to the Nabob and his Minifter$, who underftanding the 
Conltitution of the Country, and tHt Extent of the Privileges origitiaily. enjoyed by the Foreign Fac- 
tories, vi4llf probably be better able than we arc 'to anfwer any Arguments produced by thole Fac- 
tories in "Support of their Prctcnfions. If ultimately it fhould be fiound neceffary to maintain the 
Authority o|^hc Country Government by Force, the Nabob will call upon us for that Affiftance which 
we are bound by Treaty to afford him, and which may be effedlually employed in his Name, In the 
mean Time we fhall be relieved from the Burthen and Odium of many Uifcuffions with the Foreign 
Faftories, in which, though not ftriftly Parties, cljcy affedl to confidcr us. as Principals. Another, 
and moft important Branch of the Miniftcr’s Duty, (honld be, to examine into the aftual State of the 
Fouzdarry Courts andCondudlofthc Fouzdars, and to take a g«HI#ral Review of the Adminiftration of 
Criminal Jufticc throughout the Country j he flioukl have full Authority giv<?n him either to enforce 
the 0[x:ration of thefe Courts upon the prefent Eftabliflimcnc, or to new- model and correft them. If 
neither of thefe Meafures fhould be found pradticable, it will be his Duty to form and propofe feme 
other Plan better accommodated to the State of the Country and the Manners of the People, and 
which at the fame Time may not be incompatible with the Syflcni on which the Lands arc acilually 
farmed. In fliort, as Minifters of the Nizam, the Criminal Jufticc of the Country, with all the 
Courts and Officers belonging to that Branch of Government, is properly urider his Care, and he 
fliould be made refponfibk for the due Adminiftration of it. The Office cftablilhed under the Con- 
troul and Authority of the latePrcfident, for receiving and regiftering all Reports from the Fouzdars, 
and iffuing Orders to them, (houkl be transfert-e^ to Muitadabad, and placed under his Direc- 


tion, 


It is out Opinion that be fhould be allowed a Salary of Two Lacks Forty thoufand Rupees, whicli, 
though inadequate to the Dignity of his Station, and to the Services expelled from him, is, we' ap- 
prehend, the utmoft the Board can allow him out of Three Lacks appropriated for this Oflicc by the 
Court of Direftors, the Remainder being referved for the Roy Royan. 

We are now to confidcr in what Manner it may be proper to carry the Company's Inftrudions in 
Favour of Raja Gourdafs into Execution. The Court of Direftors fay, that “ in Confidcration ot 
“ the favourable Charafter they have received of hirp, they have no Objeftion to his being appointed 
“ to any Office of lefs Importance (than that which they fuppofed him to be in Pofleffion of) if wc 
‘‘ fliould be of Opinion that his Behaviour has entitled him to fuch a Mark of their Indulgence. 

We cannoc^cfufc Raja Gourdafs our Teftimony in his Favour*, and we know of no Employ- 
ment, in any Degree proportioned to his Rank and Station, of Ids Importance than that of 
Roy Royan : The Office is merely miniftcrial, and the Salary annexed to it lefs by Two Fifths than 
that he at prefenc enjoys. We muft in this Place declare ourfdves totally unacquainted with the Me- 
rit or Services l^j a BuUub : His original Appointment was unauthorized; and* luppofing fuch 
an Office to have been ever fo neceffary, wc think it fhould not have been enti ufted to a very young 
Man, who certainly had no Experience, and could not be fuppofed to poffefs any Knowledge of the 

Bufincfs of the Revenues. . r n * n n t 

We therefore feel no Scruple or Rcludlancc whatever in advifing the Difmiffion of Raja Buliub, 

and the Appointment of Raja Gourdafs to fuccccd him. 

^ , J. Clavering* 

(Signed) .Geo. Monfon* 

P. Francis. 


Mr. Barwell— The Order* of the Company are, in my OpinlM* clear and explicit v 
that the Station to which Raja Gourdafs was advanced, during xm Invcftigaticm ordered into Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn's Conduft, fhall be vacated; rhcy^dirca that Mahomed Reza Cawn IhaM Oc 
placed in his room i they declare the Conduft of Nundcomar appears to them 
wcrihy, and that they ftcl a Repugnance to the Continuance of his Son in the high 
Sit.CoM. Rep. V. X Koy 
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Iloy Royan of the Province (this can mean nothing more than the high Office be W prcfcnt holds) or 
any other that may fpeak their Approbation of the Condofl of Nondcomar, in the Honours conferred, 
or to be conferred, by this Government on his Son. They diredl, conceivinj^hc Office of Roy Koyan 
to be blended with the Truft that Gourdafs has hitherto difeharged, that he lhaili no longer adt in that 
Office i bur, in Confidcration of the favourable Charaaer they have received of Inrn they have no 
Obicaion to his being employed in Offices of Icfs Importance, if this Government Iha 1 be of Opinion 
he IS entitled to fuch a Mark of the Company’s Indulgence. The Word “Objeaion ftrongly maiks 
the Sentiments of the Court of Diredors rcfpeaing the Son of Nundcornar, tw they w«fc unwilling, 
by any public Honours to be granted to him, to convey to the-Minds of the ^atiyes their Approba. 
tion of any Services rendered by the Father ; but if any particuhjr Merits of tnc Son might, indepen* 
dently, entitle him to Favour, their Governor and Council arc ntirtfy permitted to confidcr them. The 
Words of the Company cannot be too often repeated they fay “ they haw no Objeaions.” If they 
meant in any RtTpeft to recommend the Son of a Ferfon whom they have dtclarcd to be notoriouOy 
obnoxious in their Eye, it would certainly have been done in exprefs Words i in the Manner in which 
his Name is now noticed, the Company liavc pointedly declared, j^t ugder no Confidcration whatever 
do they allow the Government to employ Gourdafs* the Son of Nundcomar, unlcfs fome particular 
Services rendered to the Company, and the Merits of the Man, give him Claim to Fa- 
vour ; and then they only fay, “ fuppofing fome fpecific Services and Merits, we have uo Ob. 
jeSims to his being employed:* The Company have repeatedly confirmed Rajah Raje Bullub, 
both on account of his I’oppofcd pcrfonal Knowledge jn the Revenue, having been from his 
Infancy employed in the Khalla Department under his Father Rajah Dolubram, the Dewan 
Qf Provinces, and likcwile on the Score of his Fathers Services rendered tO'^^he Com- 

pany, to fill the Station of Roy Royan. It will be both partial and contradiflory to the 
Intentions of the Company, to place Gourdafs in Competiton with this Man, who never had any 
Employment in the State, from which it was poffiblc for him to acquire the moft trifling Knowledge 
of the Interefts of thcle Provinces in the Adjuftment of their Rents and Revenues. It is plain that 
the Company did not defign to leave it in the Option of this Board, to purfue any particular Aim 
in favour of Gourdafs to the Detriment of an Officer fixed in his Station by thcmfelvcs. The 
inoft that can be underftood, from^c Company’s obvioufly miftaking the Roy Royan’s Office to be 
blended with Raja Gourdafs’s, is, to interpret this Miftake in favour of Mahomed Rcz»Cawn, as he 
is exprcfsly pointed out by their Orders to fill the Station in which Raja Gourdafs has been no more 
than a Pageant * I fay a Pageant, becaufe it is notorioufly known that he has neither Acutenefs of 
Parts, Knowledge, or Talents j that he has been the mere Inftrument in the Hands of his Father, 
and muft ever remain an Inftrument in the Hands of fome one j and though he may appear often- 
fibly to aft, 1 make no Doubt in the Courfe of Time it will appear, that European or Native In- 
fluence has been the Spring of every Tranfaftion of Importance he Ihould feem to engnge in. In 
thefe Sentiments I diflTent to the Opinion delivered by the Majority on the Senfe of the Company’s 
Letter from Paragraph 39 to Paragraph 47 , fully perfuaded the Conftrudlion is equally forced and 
unnatural •, that the fame Biafs which our PubUc Proceedings in various Sheets Ihew to the Father, 
has interpreted the Orders of the Company in favour of the Son. 

The Company have ordered Mahomed Reza Cawn, in my Opinion, to be placed in the Station 
now occupied by RajaGourdals : 'Phey have ordered Raja Gourdafs to be removed to make room for 
him : They have not ordered (as the Majority premife) the employing Raja Gourdafs in any other 
Station* they have only laid, they have no ObjeiUon, provided he has Merit and fpecific Services to plead. 
I be</ Leave to explain the Grounds upon which I have now laid the Company enjoin, that unlefs 
Raj^Gourdafs has particular Merit and fpecific Services to plead to their Indulgence, that he Ihall 
not be employed •, their own Words are, “ If you Ihall be of Opinion that his Behaviour has entitled 
‘‘ him to fuch a Mark of our Indulgence, wc have no Objeftion to his being appointed to any Of- 
“ ficc of lefs Importance.”. 

Mr. Francis — I think Mr. Barwcll allows himfelf a very confiderablc Latitude, »hen he inter- 
prets the Word Behaviour, into Rya Gourdafs’s having Merit and fpecific Services to plead. 

The Governor General. — I dilTent from every Rcfoluiion of the Majority, as contradidory to the 
Orders of the Company, and Inconfiftcnt even from ihofc which they arc profefied to carry into Exe- 
ecution ; and I hereby enter my Proteft againft them, and all the Confequenccs which^may enfue from 
them, 1 have too much to fay upon the Subjcdl to be diftated in a verbal Minute at this Board * I 
will deliver in my Reafons in Writing at another Time. I meant to have contented myfclf with this 
(hort DiflTent to the Refolutions already formed, conceiving my Opinion to be unneccITary, and pre- 
cluded from any poffiblc Effcft by thofe Refolutions ; underftanding, of courfe, the Rccommcndationi 
of the Miijority delivered in fo formal and decided a Manner as the Refolutions of the Board : But as 
1 perceive that it is expcdlcd of me to give an Opinion in the Terms of my own Qiieftion, 1 will com- 
ply with the Form required of me in a few Words. It is my Opinion, then, that the Company's Or- 
ders require that Raja Gourdafs Ihould be removed from the Appointment which was granted to 
jhim under the SamSlion of the laft Adminiftration, and, a fortiori, from every Addition fince made to 
it j and that Mahomed Reza Cava# be appointed Dewan to the Nabob’s Houfchold in his Stead, 

Refolvetl, That the Board reSSmmend Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Nabob, to be Minifter w 
the Government and Guardian of his Minority, with the Powers and Authorities as dcfcribffd m 
the Minute delivered in by General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint Mahomed Reza Cawn, that the Honourable the Court ot 

Pireftors 
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Dircilbrs hive been pkifed to approve of the Proceedings of the late Board, on the Invtftigatidn 0/ 
his Conduft, by which he, was acquitted of the Accufations laid to his Charge, excepting the Amount 
due to tjjip Company on Account of the Dacca Revenues, which Sum, however, they have fufpended 
their w, in CoBOdcr^ion of the IncQ^venienciei which he may have fuffered during the Time 
of bis Examination j and wifliing that he ihouid remain under no Obligation to them than that of 
Gratitude, they confent to his total Enlargement : And that he be further acquainted, that the ho- 
nourable the Governor General , and Council have therefore been plcafcd to recommend him to the 
Kabob Mobarek O* Dowla, to be Naib Soubah, or.Miniftcr, of the Sircar, and Guardian of his Mi- 
nority, with Aothdrity to iraofadl: the Political Affairs of the Sircar, to fuperintend the Fouzdarry 
Courts, and the Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice throughout the Country, and to enforce the 
Operatibn of the fame on the prefent Eft^bhfhmcnt,- or to new model and corrett it : And as the 
Board wi(h that he fhall have foil Controul of the Officers of the Criminal Courts in the Charaflcr of 
Naib Soubah, they propofe to remove the Nizamut Adawlut, now at Calcutta, to be held in futuri 
at Moorfhedabad. 

Rcfolved alfo. That Raja Gourdafs be appointed to the Office of Roy Royan in the room of 
Raja Raje Bullub. 

Ordered, That Notice be fent to the Board of Revenue of the foregoing Appointments, that Raja 
Raje Bullub may be acquainted of his Difmiffion from that Board : And 

Rcfolved, That the following Letter be written to the RcTident at the Durbar. 


Sir,' . . . .j 

The Honourable the Court of Direfiots having confidcred the Proceedings 6f the Inveftigation 
into the Condtajl of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn, they have approved of his Acquittal fronh the 
Charges which had been alleged againll him, excepting the Debt due to the Company on account 
of the Dacca Revenues j the Claim for which they have, however, been pleafed to fulpend, in Confi* 
deration of the Inconveniencies he may have fuffered during his Examination. 

As they alfo think proper that he fhould again be employed, we beg Leave to recommend him td 
the Nabob to be appointed Naib Soubah, or Minifter ot his Government, and Guardian of his Mi- 
nority, with Authority to tranlaft the Political Affairs of the Sircar; to fuperintend the Fouzdarry 
Courts and the Adminiftration of Criminal Juilice throughout the Country, and to enforce the Opera- 
tion of the fame upon the prefent Eftablifhmcnt, or to new model and correft it; alfo, to attend to 
the Education and Inftrudion of his Excellency, and to regulate the Expences of his Hou(h6ld. 
And as the Regulation of Criminal Juftice will be entirely under his Controul, we mean to remove 
the Office of Nizamut Adawlut, eftablifhed at the Prefidency under the late Prcfident, to Moor* 


fliedabad. 

As the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn will Tuperfede the Office now held by Raja Gour- 
dafs, you will acquaint the Nabob that wc have appointed him to the Poft of Roy Royan. 

We are, &c. 


( D ) 

fextradt of Fort William Secret Confukations, 30th Odober 1775* 
Read a Letter from Mahomed Reza Cawn, as follows: 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn. 

On the 23d Shabana (19th Odober) I received a Letter from Mr. Auriol, the Secretary to the 
Council, to the following Purport (here he quotes the Secretary’s Letter, agreeable to the Board’s 
Rcfolution of the 18th Inftant.) 

I beg Leave to reprefent to you. Gentlemen, that from the Time when I was firft honoured with 
an Employment in the Company’s Affairs, I never took any Step but for the Intcrcft of the Com- 
pany ; to promote which 1 exerted myfelf with fo much Affidutty, in Conjunftion with the Com- 
pany’s Adminiftration, that in various Inftances 1 gained great Applaufc. It therefore afforded 
me the higheft Pleafure to hear that the Company approved of the Decree declaring my Innocence, 
and that they were fatisfied of the Injufticc of the Accufations falfely laid to my Charge. And aa 
*ny being again received into Employment will make known the Approbation, and will tend to 
raife my Charaiftcr and Reputation, I lhall therefore accept, with the greateft Pleafure, an Appoint- 
•'aent, which the Governor General and Council having been fo kind as to fix on for me, have re- 
commended to the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla to beftow on me: By the Blcfling of God, when 
it is approved, I fhall exert my utmoft Abilities in the fame Manner as I have ever done in the 
Execution of the Truft. But I beg of you. Gentlemen, to refled; that confidering of my former 
Salary, Station, and the important Office to be now entrufted to me, the Salary of 2,40»ooo 
Rupees, which you fixed on. is not fufficient to defray the Expences which by the Ufage of the 
, ' Country 
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Country 1 muft be at. I had aVfo flattered myfelf, after the extreme Difgraire which I, a faithful 
Adherent of the Company, had fuffered from the falfe Accufations brought againft mey" that when 
the Company were informed of my Innocence and good Character, they would have niven me 
greater Marks of their Favour than they had even formerly done. As y^u. Gentlemen, have^bewn 
me fo much Regard, and engaged fo heartily in my Favour, whatever tnerefore you determine 
confidcring it as for my Intcreft and Advantage^ 1 fliall agree thereto; but I am hopeful, that when 
you arc thoroughly acquainted with the Diftrefles I have fuffered, you will honour nne with the fame 
Powers in the Adminiftration of the Affairs of the Sircar as I fornacriy enjoyed ; and thereby enable 
me to manifeft my Fidelity and Attachment to the Company. 

Read a Letter from the Nabob Mobarck ul Dowla, approving of the Appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn, recorded in the Pcrfian Correfpondence, and received the 29th Inftant. 

Agreed that the following L.ctter be written to Mr. Martin, Refident at the Durbar : 

Sir, 

The Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla having in a Letter to the Governor General ngnified his Appro* 
bation of the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn to be Naib Soubah, which we had recom. 
mended to him, we dcfire that you will obtain from the Nabob a proper Sunnud for the invefliture 
©f his Office, and tranfmit it to us, that it may be duly prefented to him. 

We are, &c. &c. 

Fort William, Warren Haftings, 

aoth 0(Sober 1775. J» Clavering, 

Rich'* BaMelk 


( E ) 

Extraft of Fort William Secret Confultations, 6th November 1775. 
Read the following Reprefentations from Mahomed Reza Cawn : 


From the Nabob Maliomed Reza Cawn, addrefled to the Governor General and Council : 

Received the 6th November 1775. 

Enclofed I tranfmir you a Lift of Articles relating to the Niabut of the Nizamut Foujedarry, 
and am hopeful that for the Regulation of the Affairs of the Niabut, and for the Adminiftration of 
the Affairs of the Foujedarry, the Signature of the Council may be affixed to the Purport of the 
faid Articles, and their Orders fent to the creditable Zemindars and principal Farmers. 


Articles relating to the Niabut of the Nizamut Foujedarry, &c. 

ift. The Governor General .and Council have been plcafed to appoint me, Sied Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, Mozuffer Jung, to the Office of Naib Soubah,. which I formerly held, with the Superintend- 
ance of the Foujedarry and Adavvlut, the Cauzyffiip, the Adminiftration of Criminal Jufticc, and 
the Regulation of Weights and Meafures, with Authority to adjuft and correft the Method on which 
the Bufinefs has been condufled \ it is ncceffary that my Seal and Signature be likewife authentic in 
all Matters relative to the above Offices. 

2dly. L.ct the Council iffuc an Order that the Nabob’s ftipulated Salary be paid monthly 5 that it 
may be received from the Khalla Treafury, and dcpofited in that of the Nizamut. 

3dly. For the Regulation of the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla’s Affairs, it will be neceflary to aug- 
ment the Salaries of fome, and to decreafe thofc of others ; and alfo to make fomc Appointments 
and Difmiffions. It will likewife be neceffary to make fomc Changes in the Officers of the Fouje- 
darry, &c. without this it will be impoffible to effeft a Regulation. 

4thly. The Nizamut Sircar is very greatly in Arrears to the Servants of the Government on 
Account of their Salaries, and thofc who have any Claitns will make a Demand of them. From 
whence arc thefc Arrears to be paid ? 

5thly, It h the Dcfign of the Board in appointing me to the Foujedarry to bring Thieves to 
Punifhmcnt, and to root out all Robbers and Murderers : This requires the greateft Vigilance 
and Attention. Whenever any Circumftancc occurs, and I addrefs the Board thereon, 1 am hopeful 
that they will immediately apply a Remedy. 

In the farne Manner the Foujedars in the Mofuffil will have continual Occafion to write to me, 
and it will in many Cafes be nefceflary for me to enquire the Particulars from the Vackccls of the 
Zemindars ind Farmers, and it will likcwilc be neceflary for the Zemindars and Farmers to repre- 
feht a Variety of Cauics to the Sudder Cutcherry at Moorlhcdabad j this makes it rcquifitc that a 
5 Vackccl 



A P P E N D I X, N“ 6. ( E ) ( F ) 

V ckeel fljould remain at the Sudder Cutcherry on the Part of every creditable Zemindar and 
r rmefi Let an Order therefore be iflued to them by the Board for that Purpole, and that every 
7 rtiind*r and Farmer dej^ver to the Foujedar a Lift of the Number of Zemindarry Tannahs in his 
D'ftrift together with the Names of the Perfons ftationed in them j and ftridly enjoining them that 
they pay Obedience to the Orders of the Foujedars in all Matters relating to the Fouje. 

^*6thlv. Let an Order of the Board be iflued to the Chiefs of the feveral Diftrids, that wherever 
heir Affiftance Is required by the Foujedars ftationed in the Tannahs, for the Apprehcnfion of 
Robbers and Murderers, or for any other Bufinefs of the Foujedarry, they are to pay Attcn- 
ion to their Rcpcjtfentations, and to affofd them their AITiftance for the Accompliflimcnt of Uicli 
Bufinefs •, and that whenever I write to them on any Affair relating to the Foujedarry, &c. or to 
the Cauzics, Musics, and other Officers of the Adawlut, they are to comply therewith. 

-thly. How many Tannahs (hall be cftablilhod throughout the Dillrids of Bengal, Baliar, and 
Orifla } how many Men with the Foujedars and Officers lhall be ftationed in each; what Salaries 
lhall they receive ; and at what particular Places (hall the Tannahs be fixed ? 

8thly. There are at prefent ftationed at different Places in the Dillrids of Bengal, Baiiar, and 
Oriffa Officers of the Adawlut, and Cauzies, and Mufties. Let an Order of the Board be iflued to 
whomVoever has the Seriftah in his Poffeflion, to give me an Account of the Number of them and 
the Salaries they receive. 

Qtlily. It is the Cuftom with the People here, to pay Refped and Obedience to the Perfon 
from whofe |;Iands they receive their Wages. This being the Calc, if the Ofl"iccrs of the Adawlut 
and Foujedai^y receive their Salaries from me, the Affairs of the Sircar will be regulated on the bell 
Footing. 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait on Mahomed Reza Cawn, to defire his Attendance at the Board 
on Thurfday Morning next -, and at the fame Time, that he learn from him what Kind of a Khelaut 
he received in his former Appointment, and that he provide a limilar one for this Occafion. 


(F) 

Extrafl of Fort William Secret Confultations, 9th of November 1775. 

Mahomed Reza Cawn attending agreeably to the Board’s Requifition, fignificd to him by the Se- 
cretary in confcqucnce of the Order of the 6th Inllant, is invetted with a Khelaut and the proper 
Jewels : His Two Sons attending alfo, arc cloathcd in proper Drefles and Jewels, which had been 

prepared for them. ^ ^ ^ i 

The Nabob’s Attendants being ordered to withdraw, the Honourable the Governor General ac- 
quaints him of the Orders and Opinions of the Court of Dirctlors upon the late pquiry into his 
Conduift } alfo, the particular Inftruftions upon the different Offices affigned him, as follows : 

To Mahomed Reza Cawn, 

You have already been informed, in a Letter from the Secretary, of the Approbation expreffed 
by the Honourable the Court of Dirciftors, of the Proceedings of the late Prefuleiu and Council m 
their Examination of your Conduft, and of the Terms upon which that Honourable Court have ad- 
judged you acquitted of the feveral Charges upon which you were trieii. . 

This Board is now happy to be the Inftrument of the more favourable Orders and Intentions ot 
the Company, and of publicly manifefting their Regard and Confidence in you, in the Appointmenc 
which has been lately beftowed upon you. At the fame Time, they deem it proper to recommend 
the following Points to your Attention, in the different Occupations winch you now ho d. 

ift. In the Office affigned you, of Guardian to the Nabob and Supurintendant of his Houffiold, the 
Board expea that you pay the ftriaeft Attention to Frugality in the Nabob s Expenecs, and that 
you confbMi to the Orders of the Company, which dirca, that an Annual Account of them be tranl- 
mitted through the Refident of the Durbar, for the Infpcaion of this Board ; and a tranflated Cojiy 
of their Orders on this Head accompanies this. This Duty the Company, as the proper »uart lans 
of the Nabob, have a Right to exaa from you. The Payments of the Nizamut arc much in Ar- 
rears; and the ftrideft Attention to CEconomy is the only Means by which you can raile a 1 unct 

adIy.^ThrBoa*rd*'rLommcnd, that you pay great Attcn' ion to tl-.c Education ^ 
young Nabob: That you fet apart certain Portions of the Day for the ^ 

be ncceflary to cultivate his Underftanding, and for his Appe.ararce in his Duibar riiat 
as much of the Official Duties and Public Tranfadions as poflible, to pals 

habituate him to the Praftice, and inffrudl him in the Knowledge of Bufincls : That joicartfi y 
guard him from diflblutc and bad Company, and place only fuc^h Pci funs about him ‘V ^ 
proved Attachment to his Family, by a proper Behaviour and difcrect Condud, n.ay both 
Confidence and improve him by their Example. H 

Sbl. Com. Rep. V. Y 
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gdly. We (hull apply to you, as Naib of the Nizamut, for the Interpofiuon of the Name 
and Authority of the Nizam in all Difputcs which may happen between this Qovcfninent jj^nd the 
other European Settlements, whether in Matter* of Revenue, Commerce, Mfuch as regard the P|ace 
and good Order of the Country : And in all luch Occafions we (hall expect from you an inllaiu and 
cautious Attention both to the Rights of the Company and of the Government you ferve, as w'ell as a 
Ipeedy, peremptory, and Heady ConduCt in the Support of them. 

The Adminillration of Criminal Jufticc throughout. the Country being now entirely under youi 
Superinteudance and Controul, the Board defire you will take Cate that the fever*! Courts be com- 
pofed of Men who are qualified by their Learning and Integrity for thofe Truftsj that they be not 
appointed by partial Recommendations j and that their Places b; not occupied bjj^eputies, but that 
they perfonally attend to the Duties of their relpcitive Offices, and conform Hrerally to the Rules 
enjoined them ; that they tranfmit their Proceedings Monthly to the Sudder, where you will caufe 
them to be expeditious in reviling them, and in palling the FutwaSj. and that you ilTuc the Wanaacs 
of Execution without Delay. 

The I'oujedarry Chucklas have yet only been in Part edablifhed v thofe which have been fixed aic 
at the Chucklas of Houghlcy, Catwa, Mirzanagur, and Boofna. Copies of the Plans of ihcfe KlU. 
blifhments, and of fuch other Plans as have been formed or recommended, will be delivered to you ; 
and you will confirm fuch of them as you fhall approve, and propofe any Alterations and Amend- 
iTients which in your Judgment may tend to improve the Syftcm, and make it more likely to pre- 
I'ervc the Peace of the Country j but in all thefc Eftablifhments, and in whatever new ones you may- 
find it necclfary to recommend, we defire you will obferve the greateft CEconomy. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings, 

&c. Council. 

Agreed, That Mahomed Reza Cawn be furnifhed with the above in the Perfian Language. 

The following Letter from the Refident at the Durbar, with its Contents, is now communicated 
to Mahomed Reza Cawn : 

Gentlemen, 

I am favoured with your Letter of the goth ultimo •, and have now the Pleafure of tranfmitting 
you the Nabob’s Sunnud, confirming the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Super- 
intendancy of the Fougedarry Court of AdawJut. He has however declined giving his Sunnud 
for the Office of Naib Soubah, as a Thing not cuftomary, and which he informs me was never 
done by any of his PrcdecefTors i he is neverthelefs perfe<Slly fatisfied with the Appointment •, and 
if it (hould be your Pleafure to require fuch a Grant from him as materially ncccflary for the In- 
velliture of that Office, 1 make no Doubt of his ready Compliance. 

I am, with the greateft Refped, &c. 

Moorfhedabad, (Signed) 

4th November 1775. , W, B. Martin, 

>* Refident. 

The Nabob having defired that a new Sunnud may be obtained for him, containing a full Con- 
firmation of the Offices to which he has been appointed by the Board } the one fent by Mr. Martin, 
and executed by the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, refpefting only the Adminiftration of the Fouzdarry 
Adawlut 

Agreed, That they be both tranflated, apd entered in this Place. 


Tranflation of a Sunnud fent by Mobareck ul Dowla to Mahomed Reza Cawn. 

To all Mutfuddics for Affairs, Zemindars, Chowdries, Canongoes, and all Officers in the Soubahs 
of Bengal (the Paradife of Regions) and Bahar, be it known : 

As we have conferred the Superintendance of the Fouzdarry Adawlut of the faid Provinces, on the 
Diftniffion of Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, upon our loving Friend the Nabob Mobarez ul Mulck, Maieen 
ul Dowlah Khan Khanan, and Mahomed Rezan Khan Behaudre, Mozuffer Jung, that in the Exe- 
cution of the faid Office, and in the fettling of all Claims anil Difputes, or of any Matters which 
may be brought before the Adawluts throughout the Country under our Jurifdiftions, he may aft 
agreeably to the Laws declared by the Oolmas'(l*crfons verfed in the Laws) FazHs, and tfte Officers 
of the Laws it is therefore required of them, that, confidering the faid Nabob as our efpecial Naib, 
they do not in any Manner aft contrary thereto. On this Occafion know the ftrifteft Injunftions. 
Dated the 9th of Ramzan, in the 17th Year of the Reign. 


Seal of the 
Nabob Moba- 
reck ul 
DonvU 


Propofed 
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Pwpofcd Stinnud by Mahomed Reia Cawn. 

»To all fw Affkirs both ptefeht and future, Foufdars, Aumils, Muttacliudars, Far- 

mers, Zemindar*, Chowdries, Canbngoes, and Inhabitants of every Rank, of the Soubahs of 
Bengal (the Paradife of Regions) and of Bahar and Orifla, be it known. 

That we have appointed to the Office of Naib Soubah of the faid Provinces, with 

thcFouzdarry of the Tannahs and Adawlut, the Cauzyftip, the Yatfaub, tlie Ifta, the Superintend- 
ance of the Affairs of 6 pr Sircar, and of the Expenccs of our Houfehold, the iffuing Orders in all 
Affairs, the Superinteddance of the Adawlur, and Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice according to the 
Laws which he formerly held; that hdlhould execute the fame without the lead Deviation from the 
crtablilhed RigKs and Ufages, and apply himfelf diligently to the Regulations of the Affairs of the 
Nizamut, Adawlut, and Fouzdarry, the Abolifliment of Difputes and Contefts, the rooting out of 
Murderers and Robbers of all Penominations, and the Punilhment of litigious and quarrelfomc Per- 
fons, Difturbers.of the Peace, and bad Members of Society} and for the Proteftion and Support of 
the Malzugars, 4 nd Relief of the Opprefled, as well as in the Difpenfu’ion of the different Degrees of 
Correflions, capital Punilhment, and Retaliation, agreeable to the Laws ; the Adjiillment of the 
Affairs of our Houfehold and Regulation of our Expenccs, and in all our political and domcllic 
Affairs; It is therefore required of them, that, regarding the faid Nabob as our Naib, invefted with 
full Authority, they confider his Orders as binding, and his Seal and Signature as authentic, and on 
no Account deviate in any Meafure from thefe our Orders. On this Occalion, knowing the ffri^lefl: 
Injunftions, ad agreeable thereto. Dated 

Rcfolvedj^That the foregoing Sunnuds lie for Confideration. 

(G) 

Exifad of Bengal Secret Confultations, 5th December 1775. 

Received the following Letter from the Rcfident at the Durbar : 

Gentlemen, 

I have now the Plcafurc to acquaint you, that Mahomed Reza Cawn, agreeable to his Appoint- 
ment, has this Day talren Charge of the Nabob’a Houfehold, and the Management of his 
Affairs. 

I remain, &c. 

Moorlhedabad; (Signed) 

2d December 1775. W. B. Martin, 

Refident. 

The Secretary lays befofe the Board the following^' Opinions, which have been given upon' the 
Articles profiofed by Mahomed Reza Cawn,«nd recorded in Confultation 6th November. 

jft. The Governor General and Council have not appointed Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Office 
of Naib Soubah, but have recommended him to the Nabob for that Appointment : He has added 
Two Offices to thofe ailigned him by the Board, namely, the Cauzyftip and the Regulation of 
Weights and Meafures. Thefe Offices he cannot hold without the exprefs Appointment of the 
I’oard, and the Nature of them ought to be very minutely explained before they can be conferred 
upon him. 

The Nabob’s Seal and Signature Ihould be ufed in all permanent Afts of the Nizamut, but the 
current Tranfaftions may be properly authenticated by the Naib alone. This, upon the Principle 
eitablilhed for his Appointment^ muft ^ the Aft erf the Nabob, not of the Board. 

2d. Is very proper. 

3d. I difapprove of any Power that may be given to Mahomed Reza Cawn to augment Salaries, 
or to make new Appointments, without the Concurrence of the Board previoufly obtained ; for this 
principal Reafon, among others, that the Accounts of the Nizamut arc reprefented to be greatly in 
Arrears, which can only be clear^ off by Savings in the Expenccs. 

4th. From Savings in the Expenccs. 

5th. All proper, but the Article of Vackeels } they are not neceffary, and will be a heavy Expcnce 
to the Farmers, and of courfe to Government. Molt of the Informations which he requires, lb far as 
ilie Fouzdarry Effablilhment has hitherto been carried, may be furnilhed from that Office. 

6th. All proper, but the Requilition of Affiftance to the Cauzics and Muftics ; which feems to 
allude to fome Powers intended to be veiled in thofe Offices, which I hope the Board will not allow 
them. 

7th. The Plan of the Fouzdarry Eftablilhments, which has been already adopted, and the other 
Plans recommended by the Provincial Councils, may be put into his Hands ; and it will reft with 
him to recommend foch an Eftablilhment, whether any of thefe, ot one more expedient of his own 
Formation, to the Board. 

8th. Prop^. 

9tb. Let the principal Officers of the Adawlut and Fouzdarry receive their Wages from him, 
and the inferior Officers from the Principal. 

(Signed) W. H. 

t i(K 
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wsz.i; sc:v“s::s?'?i.tKS."5" »-» .. ». 

theniic. ^ 

Id tew .h« upon tho WhoU, h« mfems One-founh al M, lot .he Liquidati^ of Dobts ; I 
JuW lea« .be D,l».ihr..ion of the Remainder to bi. Difcrcon, fuppofmg alwaya that he rendc an 

Account of fuch Diflribiition to the Board. * -SB 

5.h. Agreejeacip. .ha. I fufpend my Confen. .o the Ardcle of .he Vaekeele. nndn kno» «he.ha 
it be aftfoUitcIy neceflary. 

ySh! Sf Should take the prcfent Eftabliftiment ifito Confidcration, and propofc Alterations if he 

thinks them nccelTary. 

8th. Agreed. 

9th. Agreed, as the Governor General propofcs. (Signed) P. F. 

J. C. 

All agreed to with the Rcfervations made by Mr. Francis. (Signed) G M 


Aoreeably to thefe Opinions the Secretary has prepared an Anfwer to Mahomed Reza Cawn, which 
he begs Leave to lay before the Board for their Approval, as follows. 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council have received and confidercd your Addrefs 
to them of the 6th Inftant, containing Nine different Articles, which you propofed as rcquifUe to be 
eftablifhed contingent to the Offices of Naib of the Nizamut and Supermtendant of the Foujedarry 
Courts i and the Board have been pleafed to come to the following Determinations upon them. To 

* *ift It is neceflary to obferve, that the Board have not appointed you to your prcfent Offices •, they 
only recommended you to the Nabob for that Purpofe. Neither the nor the Yetcfaul were 

cxprcfsly named in the Appointment recommended by the Board. T^e former will of courfe be 
under your Controul ■, and if you fhall judge it neceflary to place this Office on its original, or any 
better Footing, or to reftore the Office ofYatefaul, which was abolifhcd Three Years ago in confe- 
quence of the Regulations which were made at that Time, we expeft that you previoufly advife us of 
your Sentiments, and lay before us the Plan which you flial| have formed for the better Regulation of 
thefe Offices, that they may receive our Concurrence to their being w^iw into Execution. 

ad. Agreed to.—An Order will be iffued to Mr. M»tin to pay the Nabob’s Stipend by regular 

monthlj^Kifb. of the Nabob will be entrufted to your Management, provided, upon the Whole, 
you referve One- fourth of the Amount for the Liquidation of his Debts • the Diftribution of the 
Remainder will be left to your Prudence and Difcrction. It is expeacd, however, that you deliver 
Annual Accounts of the fame to the Board, in the Manner required by their Inftruaions. 

4th. The Arrears of the Nizamut Sircar can only be difcharged by Savings in the Nabobs 

The Board will always pay a proper Attention to any Reprefentation you may find it requifite 
to make to them on the Nature and Duties of your Offices. The Zemindars and Farmm 
ordered to deliver to the Icveral Foujedars an Account of the Number of Zemindarry Tannah^n 
their Dillrias, with the Names of Perfons by whom they are held, and will be ftriftly enjoined to obey 
the Fouiedar in all Matters relating to his Jurifdiftion j but the Board cannot give their Confent to 
the expenfivc Syllem of VackccU being ftationed, on the Part of the Zemindars and Farmers, at the 
Sudder, unlels that Mealurc (hall appear to them abfolutely neceffary. 

6ib. Ortlcis have been fent to all the Provincial Councils, to afford you, or the Officers of the Fouje* 
darry Courts, all proper Affiftance in the Execution of their Funaions. 

vch This has been anfwered by the Inftrudlions of the Board, with which you are fumiftied, wirt 
the Plans of the prcfent Eftabliftiments j and dcfired to propofc any Alterations that you may judge 

neceflary. . , __ 

8th. Orders will be iflTued accordingly to the proper Officers. . • ei • vnu, 

oth. The principal Officers of the Aclawluts and Fouzdarry may receive their Salaries from youj 
but the inferior Officers Ihould receive them immediately from their Principals, 

Ordered, That the foregoing Letter be tranflated iii the Perfian Language, and fent to Mahomed 

^*^Re!^\'hc following Letter and Account from Mahomed Reza Cawn, which •’*^ **?*" I* 
with an Extrafl of the Secret Department Confultation of the 3d June 1774* W Members ot 
Board, for their Opinions. • 

10 
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From the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn, addrefled to the Governor General and Council : Receive 

the 13th November 1775. 

I take the Liberty e^teprefertt to the Governor General and Council, that I formerly applied to the 
Board for an Order for the Payment Of a Sum of Money, due to me froth the Company on Account 
of the Arrears of my Salary before I was tailed down to Calcutta. The Board replied, that till an 
Anfwer was received to the Decree, they could not comply with my Requeft, A favour b c An- 
fwer having been, by the Blefling of God, received from the Company, expreflive of Regard to me, I 
am hopeful that'you will be pleafed to give an Order for the raytrient of the faid Arrears, As I 
have at prefent the moil prelTing Occafion for Money, if you are fo kind to grant me the Payment of 
this, 1 ihall eft^ my^lf highly obliged. 

An Account of the Arrears of Salary due to me from the Company to the 18th of Byfaak, in the 
Bengal Year 1 179, or 28th April 177a, when I was removed from their Employment •, which I am 
hopeful may be now dlfcharged, that I may employ it for my ncceflary Expcnces. As 1 am to 
leave Calcutu on Friday, t agjiin repeat 

To the Month of Cheyte, in the Year 1178 
To be deduced on Account of Nefhaut Ba 


To 18 Days Salary at 4,500 Rupees per 
to the tSth of the fame Month 


Claimed by the Nabob as above — 
Balance due to him by the Revenue Books 


my Application on this duoject. 

lUg — — > 

ay, from the id of Byfaak 1179 
Total — 

Difference 




2,62,855 

I 1 

9 

2 

30,000 



—a 

2 > 32.855 

1 I 

9 

2 

45,000 

•— 


— • 

2.77.855 

I 1 

9 

2 

2,32,855 

11 

9 

2 

2,21,647 

5 

9 

— 

1 1,208 

6 




Read alfo, the following Opinions of the Members of the Board, received back with the forego* 
ing Letter. 

I cannot confent to the Payment of fo large a Sum without fome Authority from the Com* 
pany, efpecially as they have been filent upon it, on an Occafion in which they have decided 
at large on the various Points of his ConduA which had been referred to them, and have dc* 
dared him their Debtor in a much greater Amount than the Balance of his former Stipend. 

(Signed) W. H. 

If the Balance which Mahomed Reza Cawn claims, be a Debt which the Accountant of the 
Treafury acknowledges to be juftly due to him, 1 think it ought to be paid to him. The Com* 
pany has acquitted him of the Charge of which he was accufed, and direfted, that the fpccific 
Sum of Eighteen Lack, claimed by them, (hall ftand fufpended. If the Company had intended, 
that the above Sum Ihould have been liquidated from the Money that was due to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, they would not have failed to have ordered it to have been detained for that Purpofe. 
The Company were informed that Arrears of Pay were due to him. 

(Signed) J. C. 

CPF 

I agree with General Clavering 7 R . B. 

• 

As the late Adminiftration did not think proper to pay Mahomed Reza Cawn the Arrears of 
his Stipend, due before his Order for Confinement, I cannot confent to its being paid until we hear 
from the Directors on the Subjeft. The Demand is juft, and 1 have not the fmalleft Doubt but 
the Company will order the Payment of it. It Ihould be reprcfcntcd to them in our prefent 
Letter. (Signed) G. M. 

A Majority of the Board being of Opinion that the Amount of Arrears due to Mahomed 
Reza Khan, Ihoiild be paid to him \ 

Ordered, That the Accountant to the Revenue Department be required to examine the Account 
delivered in as above j and that the Balan« which he may acknowldge to be juftly due to Ma- 
homed Reza be difeharged at the Treafury. 


. (H) 

Extraift of Fort William Secret Confultations, 7th December 1775* 

Reply to the Minute of General Clavering, Colonel MonJbn, and Mr. Francis, entered in Con* 
^ . fultation of the 18th Oftober 1775. 

I have already entered my Proteft igainft the Refolution of the Majority, for the Appointments 
of Mahomed Reza Khan and Rajah Gourdafs, and the Difmiftion of Maha Rajah Bullub, in the Con- 
fultation of the |8th of ORober. ^ 

Sai. Com. Rev. V. Z 
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On * Revifal of the Minute dcliwetcd on that Day by- Mr. I find, tbo Siul^fl <jf thtde 

Appointments fo fully difcuficd as to leave little for me to add in Elllcidation of U; Indeed, to at* 
tempt a deliberate and minute Refutatipn of the Arguments which have ,made ^ of by the- 
Majority for the Joftificaiion of their Condu^ on this Occafion, would oc^o allow them more. 
Weight than in my Opinion they can joftly claim % fince a plain Recital of the Company’s Order#, 
and of the Mcafuurs profcfledly taken in Obedience to them, will be fufficient to Ihcw their total. In. 
congruiiy. The allowing is a clear State of both. 

The Words of the General Letter arc as follows: “ Par. 46. The CondU« of Nundcomac in 
“ the Part he has taken ag^nfi Mahomed Reza Cawn, appears to us lb very inconfiftent and un- 
“ worthy, that we feel a Repugnance to the Continuance of his Son in the hign^Qfftce of Roy 
“ Royan of the Province; and as the Acquittal of Mahomed Reza Cawn warra 4 B us again to 
“ employ him, we direct, that if he can with Propriety accept of that OlFipe, under the Regula. 

“ tions and Heftridions cftablifticd by our Prefident and Council,^d with the Salary granted to 
“ Rajah Gourtlafs for executing the fame, he be forthwith ap^nte^hareto, and receive a proper 
“ Khellaut and fuch other Marks of Diftindion as arc uiuufy conferred on Natives on like Oc. 
“ cafions. We mean not by this Appointment to reftorc Mahomed Reza Cawn to any improMr De- 
grec of Power, but merely to teftify our Satisfadion on finding his former Conduft has been fo 
“ much better than we expeded.” 

Par. 47, And in regard to Rajah Gourdafs, though we cannot confent to his remaining Roy 
“ Royan of the Province, yet, in Confidcration of the favourable Charader we have received of 
“ him, we have no Qbjedion of his being appointed; to any Office of le& Impertancje, if you 
“ (hall be of Opinion- that his Behaviour has entitled him to fuch a Mark- of our InduU 
“ gcncc.” 

The plain and evident Meaning of thefe Orders i?, that they difapprove of the Continuance of 
Rajah Gourdals in the Office which had been affigned him, as an Incitement and Gratification of 
his Father’s Services, whofc Condud they condemn ; that they rherefbre dired him to be difpof. 
felled of it, and Mahomed Reza Cawn to be appointed in his (lead. They add, in Explanation of 
their Intcnrions refpeding both, that the Difmiflion of Gourdafs for his Father’s Demerits, was 
riot to difquaHfy Him for any Offi« of Icfs Importance to which he might be entitled by his own 
Behaviour, nor Mahomed Reza Cawn reftored to any improper Degree of Power, but employed 
in fuch a Manner only, as might ferve to publiih .his Weftoration to their Favour. 

Unfortunately, in fpccifying the Office held by Rajah Gourdafs, they have miftaken it for that 
of Roy Royan, which he never poffeiled, but which had been given to Makraja Rl^cbullub ; and 
this they dired to be transferred froiTi/ Gourdafs to. Mahomed Reza: Cawn. 

It would have been, confi.ftent with the Refped which ia due from the Servants of the Company 
to their Superiors, to have drawn a Veil over any Errors which, in the Variety and Intricacy of their 
Affairs, arc fomctur.«s unavoidable ; and to have adopted the Spirit of their Commands where the Let- 
ter differed from the Fads upon vvhich they were formed. Inftcad of this. Rule, the Majority have 
given an Eclat to a Millake, which was in itfelf of no Confequence, by making it the Foundation 
of Nfcafurcs diametrically oppofitc, both in Spirit and l,,cttcr, to thofe which had been enjoined. 
They have conferred on Mahomed Reza Cawn, the Dignity of Naib Soiibah, with all the Appen- 
dages of that high Office which had been abrogated by the late Prefident and Council, with the 
llibfequent Approbation of the Court of Dircdlors ; by which, all the Powers of the Magiftracy, 
and of the Courts pf Criminal Juftice, throughout the Provinces, center in the Perfon of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn alone, without a Check or Controul. This, certainly, was not fuch an Appointment as 
the Honourable Court of Direftors alluded to, when they faid they meant “ not by it to reftore 
“ Mahomed Reza Cawn to any improper Degree of Power, but merely to teftify their Saiisfac- 
“ tion on finding his former Conduft bad been fo much better than they expedlcd.” 

As a Preparative to this Meafure, Rajah- Gourdafs was divefted of the Offices which he unworthily 
filled in the Nizamut ; and bccaufc the Court of Diredtors had been pleafed to declare, that “ they 
“ had no Objcdlion to his being appointed to any Office of Icfs Importance than that of Roy Royan,’’ 
he was appointed to that of Roy Royan, from which they had exprefily enjoined his Removal. 

Mahraja Rajebullub, who lay under no Difqualification, who had held the Office of Roy Royan by 
an Appointment long fince confirmed by the general Approbation of the Court of DireAors, whofe 
I'ather had an equal Share with the Nabob Jaffter Ally Cawn in the Negroiaiions which laid the 
Foundation of the Britifh Empire in India, was abruptly and ignominioufly difmificd, tc make room 
for Rajah Gourdafs, and to expiate, in his ftead, the Inconfiftency and Unworthinefs of his Father, 
Maha Rajah Nundcomar. . . ' . . - 

One Caiifc indeed they have affigned for the Difmiffion of Mahrqah Rajebullub^ which i 84 mplie^ 
in their Objcdlion to his original Appointment, viz. his extreme Youth and Inexperience. If thclc 
arc Difqualifications, the Gentlemen of the Majority have been very unfortunate in the Choice which 
they have made of Rajah Gourdafs to fupply his Place. Mahraja Rajebullub is at this Tiftic 
Thirty.onc Years of Age, and had ailed in the Charadler of Roy Royan before his Af^intment by 
the late Prefident and Council : R^ah Gourdafs is at this Time but Twenty.four Years of Age, was 
never employed in the Bufinefs of the Revenues, and, I will venture to fay, is incapable, b^ any 
Prailice, of acquiring a competent Knowledge of ir. This Opinion of Gourdafs is not. of late 
Adoption ; it will be found both in my Minutes and in one of Mr. Middleton’s, in the Proceedings 
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of the Committee of Circuit,, at the Time in which he was propofed for the Dewannv of tlx Kiii. 
mut, and afligncd as the principal Rcaion for giving him that Appointment. 

I have Reafon to befe that the Court of Direftors, in the Orders which have been above quoted 
confidcrcd them as ftridlf conformable to the Sentiments which 1 had m) fclf entertained, and even 
exprefledto them, upon the Subjefts to which they refer; and will hear perhaps with Surprize, that 
thefe have been made ufc of to call a Reproach on my Conduft, and to ground on them the Repeal 
of the Mcafurcs of the paft Admimftration, which have already had their repeated Applaufc and 
fuIUft Confirmation. 

I hope therefore I (hall ftand fuiHciently excufed to them, if I decline to enter again into a Field of 
foperfluous Arnkmc'^t to prove the Propriety of thofe Arrangements, or to convince thofe from 
whom I have rcroVed the moft honourable Teftimonies of their Satisfadlion with my Condud, that it 
was not, as the Gentlemen of the Majority are pleafed to affirm, “ a direft Difobedicnce of their Or- 
“ ders;” yet, as the Minute of jlpe Majority contains many Mifreprefentations, Mil'quotations, and 
Conclufions which, according to my Conceptions, do not juftly follow from their Premifes, I ffiall beg 
Leave to extraft fuch Paffages of it as appear liable to thofe Objedions, and infert my Replies in the 
oppofite Column to them. 


The mifehievous Confequcnces of departing 
from this Syftem have been fuch, as the late Pre- 
fident and Council might eafily have fotefeen. 
For want of a PcHen of Credit and Abilities to 
fill the Station of Minifter, and who, fuppiorted by 
our Influence, and fubjedl to ourControul, might 
reprefent and »St for the Nizam during his Mi- 
nority i the Country Government, which it has 
been the confiant Policy of the Company to fup- 
port, has been reduced to fuch a State of Weak- 
nefs and Infigntficance, as not even to carry the 
Appearance of a Government, either to its own 
Subjeds or to Foreigners. 


Every Member of this Board mull know, and 
we believe that no Man feels it more fenfibly than 
the Governor General himfelf, that fince the 
Transfer of the Lands from the original Owners 
to the jprefent Farmers, and fince the Abolition 
of the focal Junfdi^on cxerciled by the Zemin- 
dars in their rapedive 2^mindarie8, whichfollowed 
^at Transfer, the internal Government of the 
Country has fallen into a moft alarming State of 
Confufioo. 


The mifehievous Confcquenccs intended by thq 
Paragraph, ought to be pointed out. 1 know of 
none which were produced by the Abolition of 
the Office of Naib Soubah, or the Appointment of 
Munny Begum to be tiie Minifter of the Nabob’s 
Government. It is of little Confcqucnce whether 
Rajah Gourdafs, or Mahomed Reza Cawn; whe- 
ther with the Title of Guardian or Dewan, or of* 
Naib Soubah, be made ufe of as the Inllrumcnt 
of authenticating the Ads of Government, which 
affed: the foreign European Nations. All the ~ 
Arts of Policy cannot conceal the Power by which 
thefe Provinces arc ruled, nor can all die Arts of 
Sophiftry avail to transfer the Refponfibility of 
them to the Nabob, when it is as vifible as the 
Light of the Sun, that they originate from our 
own Government ; that the Nabob is a mere Pa- 
geant, without the Shadow of Authority, and 
even his moft confequential Agents receive their 
Appointment from the Recommendation of the 
Company, and the exprefs Nomination of their 
Servants. Even the Orders of the Court of Di- 
redors of the 28th Auguft 1771, wliich dired 
the Appointment of an oftenfiblc Minifter to the 
Nabob, and under which the late Arrangements 
are profefledly formed, appear in the printed 
Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons ; and are 
open to the View of every Nation in Europe. 

If more lhall be thought ncccflary for the Elu- 
cidation of a Subjed of fuch fclf-cvident Con- 
vidion, I beg Leave to refer to the Minutes of 
the Committee of Circuit, entered on their Pro- 
ceedings of the I ith and 28th of July 1772, and 
to my Minute of the 31ft of July laft, which 
went a Number in the Northumberland’s Packet; 
in which the Mode of Condud to be obferved 
with the Foreign European Settlements, and the 
Confequcnces of the Pretences which have been 
held out to them by this Government, arc very 
fully difculTcd. 

I cannot fubferibe to the Opinion which is 
quoted as mine in this Paragraph. In the Plan 
which 1 delivered in to the late Board of Re- 
venue, on the 19th of April 1774, and to which 
I fuppofe it alludes, 1 mentioned, as one Caiife of 
the Encreafe of Robbers, “ the Removal of that 
“ Claim which the Public, by immemorial 
“ Ufage, before poflefled, to the Rcftitiition of 
“ ail Damages and Lofles fuftained by Roblicrs 

on the Zemindars of the Country.” It was 
not ** the Abolition of the local Jurifdidion ex- 
1 “ ercifed 
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By the Conftitiition of Bengal, the Zemindar 
prcfided in the Criminal Court of his Diftrift, 
pronounced and executed Sentences on all Of- 
fences lefs than Capital, and was anfwerable to 
the Nizam for the Peace and good Order of the 
Country, as far as his Jurifdiftion extended.— 
An Inftitution of this Nature might undoubtedly 
be liable to Abufes, but it was conformable to 
the Manners and Prejudices of the People, who 
looked up to their Chiefs alone for Juftice and 
Proteftion. It made an effential Part of the 
Conftitution of the Country, and could not be 
abolifhed without breaking that regular Chain of 
Subordination and Dependence, by which the 
Government and the People were united in one 
Political Body. 
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« ercifed by the Zemindars," but of theDifofeof 
the Penalty to which I, in Parr, attributed thole 
Diforders. The, Farn^rs polTefiTed the fame 
Powers which the Zemindars had exerciied be 
fore, but the Penalty was not ewded from 
them, becaufc, as I have ftated it in the fame 
Minute, it would have ultimately fallen on the 
Government iticlf •, and lb it would, if the Ze. 
mindars had been left in Poflfelfion, and the 
Penalty exafled from them, fuch a Share 

of the Rents had been allowed them as was re- 
tained by the Zemindars when they held their 
Lands, in a Degree of Dependance on the 
Government i ^ich has not been the Cafe for 
many Years before I returned to this Country, or 
even before the Acquifition of the Dewanny. 

The Nature of the Jurifdiflion which the Con- 
ftitution of Bengal allowed to the Zemindars, 
as it is explained in the oppofito Paragraph, dif- 
fets very widely from the Idea which 1 have al- 
ways entertained of it. • I venture to pronounce, 
with Confidence, that, ** by the Conftitution of 
" Bengal the ^mindar neither preftded in the 
** Criminal Court of his Diftridt, nor pro- 
nounced nor executed Sentence on all Of- 
fences lefs than Capital i” nor on any Offences 
whatever except the Non-payment of the Rentf.' 
“ He was anfwerable" (it is true) ” for the 
** Peace and good Order of the Country, as far as 
“ his Jurifdiftion extended,” but only as the fob- 
ordinate Inftrument of a larger Syftem. The 
Land Servants, or the ancient Militia of the 
Country, were under his immediate Charge, and 
being diftributed throughout the Zemindarry, 
enables the Zemindar both to watch over its in- 
ternal Qiiiet and to obtain Information of what- 
ever paired in any Part of it*, and fo far the Fou- 
jedarry Jurifdiftion is inherent in the Zemindar. 
In the Excrcifc of it he .was fubjeft to a Fowjdar, 
who had the Superintcndancc of a Diftrift com- 
prehending many Zemindarries ; and had the 
Tannahs or inferior Stations under the Change of 
Affairs, and armed Men dependant on him, be- 
fidcs a Part of the Land Servants of each Ze- 
mindarry, the reft being employed to guard the 
Villages and enforce the CoUedions. 

It was the Zemindar’s Duty to give con- 
ftant Intelligence to the Nabob, through the Roy 
Royan, and to afl'ift the Fouzdar in the Appre- 
henfion of Robbers, and in executing th^ Mca- 
fures which were required of him for preferving 
the Peace of the Country } but this Duty firit 
and immediately belonged to the Fouzdar, who 
was the Reprefentative of the Nizam, and “ to 
“ him the People looked up for Juftice and Pro- 
“ teftion even againft their Chiefs.” The Phouz- 
dar was the Check even upon the Zemindars, 
who were often, and thofc of the Dacca Diftrift 
always, the Patrons and Abettors of Decoyp. 
whofe Haunts and Prafticcs it was their cfpccial 
Duty to detcA. In effeft, the Law or Cuftom 
which made the Zemindar reljponfible fol" all 
Robberies committed in his DiftriA, whatever 
might have been the Purpofc of its original Infti- 
tution, operated, and was regarded under the Ma- 
homedan Government, rather 'as a Punifliment 
for Connivance than a Fine for Negleft. Many 
Inftances may be quoted of Zemindars who ex- 
a , ercifed 
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Mr. Haftings himfclf admits thefe Confe. 
qucnccs, and declares, that by the Removal of 
the Zemindarry Jurifdiftions the Confidence of 
the Decoy ts was cncrcafcd, &c. 


Abufes will find their Way into the Praftice 
of the wifeft Inftitutions *, but they ought to be 
correfted by a ftcady and vigorous Adminiftra., 
tion, not by raflily forcing the accumulated Wif- 
dom and Experience of Ages to yield to the 
crude Ideas of a few Foreigners (tor fuch the 
Englifti are in Bengal) on a Subjedt which they 
can hardly be fuppofed to have underftood, even 
if they' had had tjie Welfare of the Country 
ever fo ferioufly at Hearts 


creifed other Powers, and particularly in the opt 
prelTivt* Cultoni whiv.h they had alTumcd ot levy- 
ing unlimited Fines trom their Ryots on Accu- 
fations bf Fornication, and a Variety of other 
Pretences. Such is the Cafe in all defpotic Go- 
vernments, cfpecially in ihofe which have under- 
gone frequent Revolutions ; but I believe, and I 
have Authority for believing, that the conftitu- 
tional Powers, of which the general Police of 
Bengal was compofed, will be found to have 
been cxaQly as I have deferibed them. The 
Abufes which were excrcifed by the Zemindars, 
and others in Authority, are enumerated amongd 
other Evils by the Committee of Circuit, in a Let- 
ter to the Board, dated the 15th Augurt 1772, in 
thefe Words: “ Ihe Zemindars, Farmers, Shu- 
‘‘ dars, and other Officers of the Revenue af- 
** fuming that Power, for which no Provifion is 
made by the Lav/ of the Land,’* &c. &c. 
This is a clear Demonftration that the Zemindars 
were at that Time regarded by mylclf, anti by 
the Committee of Ciicuii, as poliLfing no Right 
to exercife a judicial Authority 5 and being writ- 
ten on an Occafion on which we could not be 
fiifpefted of any Bias, will be admitted by eveiy 
candid Judge as a Proof tliat the Zenundais 
really did not pofTcfs that Right. The Zemin- 
dar of Burdwan was allowed the P.xcrcilc of a 
Fouzdarry Jurifdiclion by a fpecial Sunmid 
from the Nizam. I believe there is nut anotlicr 
Inftance-, and this is rather a Pnmf of the FxilL 
cnccof the Syftcm which 1 have dclcnbLd, than, 
an Exception to it, other wife an cfpccial Sunaud 
would have been unnecellary. 

This is a Mif-quotation, which, by fubllituting 
one Word for another entirely changes the origin 
nal Senfe. It was not by the Removal ol the, 
Zemindarry JuriidicHons, ‘‘ but ot the houz- 
darry,*’ that I declared that the Confidence of 
the Decoy ts was increaied, and it was for that 
Reafon I recommended the RcHoration of the 
Fouzdarries. 

Men who treat with Contempt the Opinions 
of others, ought to be very well grounded in 
their own. The Ample Conllrudion of this Pa- 
ragraph does not pome out with Precifion whom 
it intends by the few Foreigners who have 
“ ra(hly forced the accumulated Wifdom and 
“ Experience of Ages to yicid to their crude 
Ideas*,” but as the Cenfqrcs ut ihe Cbeiukmen 
of the Majority have never Lven earned turihcr 
back than the Period of ilse laie Adminillracioii 
in which I picTided in it, I conclude that it is 
meant ro charge UjC and my tormei C (.lltMp,ues 
with hiving aboliih d th>: : nvd'mt Co: (ifution 
of Bengal, and ii troLUiced ir.novaiions ih)rmcd 
on our own crude IdcMS in its iUad. 

To obviate ’ -y which miglu be 

made by fuch an Imputation, I am gLd of this 
Occafion to declare, that .ill the M^oduies 01 the 
late Adnuniftration, to which the Mmuce now 
before me has any Reference, were no more than 
the Forms of Government which belonged t) tae 
ancient Conlluntion of 15<rn,-al, rev.v.-l wuli 
fuch Modifications, and inch only, as were aulo- 
lutely nece/Tary to ac-'ommodatc it to tl,c Gcnins 
and Principles of our own. The Pouzoarry Jn.. 
rifdiftion was abolifhed long before the Com- 
^ a mcnccnicnc 


SfiL.COM. Rep.V* 
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The Revenues could not eafily be colleAcd by 
the Farmers, if a Power had been referved to the 
Zemindars, to which the Ryots might have Re- 
courfe againft the Oppreflion of their new 
Mailers. 

It became necclTary therefore to form a new 
Plan for the Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice 
a Court of Fouzdarry Adawlut wat accordingly 
eftablilhed in each Diftricl, for the Trial of all 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 


What Benefit indeed could be derived from the 
new Courts of Juftice, when even the Regularity 
andPrecifion introduced into their Proceedings arc 
alfigned by Mr. Haftings * as one Caufe of the 
Imreaft of Robbers. No ftronger Proof can be 
produced, that they were not founded on Princi- 
ples reconcileable to the Genius and Temper of 
the People. 

* Vide Mr. Haftiogt Minute of the 17th April 1774* 


mencement of my Government j the Cullom 
by which the Zemindars were compellable to 
make Reftitution for Stolen Goods, was become 
obfoletej and the Courts of Juftice had falle„ 
into Diforder many Years, even before the Com. 
pany acquired the Dewanny. Thefe Changes 
and Corruptions were the natural Effefts of a 
difordcred Syftcm, and the ufurped Power of 
Individuals, under the frequent Revolutions to 
which the Country had been fubjefl:, during the 
Courfe of the laft Twenty Years ■, and it was the 
Labour of the late Adminiftration to eradicate 
and correA them, not by inventing new txpe. 
dients, but by endeavouring to adopt thofe 
which the accumulated Wifdom of Ages had al- 
ready prcparcfl. Conformably to this Rule, the 
Courts of Juftice were re-eftablilhcd with little 
other Variation befides the entire Separation of 
the Criminal from the Civil Judicature, and the 
Admiflion of the authorized Jurifprudence of 
the Hindoo’s, which the Bigotry of the Ma- 
hometan Rulers permitted, but without an 
acknowledged Right, to the Excrcife of it. On 
the fame Principles an Attempt was made to 
rcftorc the Fouzdarry Eftablilhment, but not uni. 
verfally, becliufe we were fearful of hazarding 
their Effefts at once over the whole Face of the 
Country, till fome Experience had convince^ 
us of their Utility. 

This is a very ftrange Rcafon affigned for the 
Eftabliihment of the Fouzdarry Adawluts, and 
is fo peculiarly inapplicable to their Inftitiition, 
that the Oppreffions which the Farmers cxercife 
over the Ryots are not even cognizable in the 
Fouzdarry Courts. Thole who candidly read 
the Plan which was formed by the Committee of 
Circuit for the Adminiftration of Juftice, will 
conceive very different and more liberal Senti. 
ments of the Motives and Defign of the Court?, 
both of Civil and Criminal Judicature ; which, 
unlcfs I am deceived by my Advices, have ob- 
tained univerfal Applaufe in England, and have 
been produttivc of the moft beneficial Effedts in 
Bengal. 

It is difficult to reply to a Rcafoning of this 
Kind, which confifts only in a fupcrficial State 
of the Argument which it is intended to refute, 
without a diredt Conclufion from it. 

In the Plan which was propofeii for the In- 
ftitution of Fouzdarrics, Four principal Uea- 
fons were affigned for the Increafe of Robbers, 
one of which was, the “ Regularity and Pfccifion 
“ which had been introduced into the new 
“ Courts of Juftice bccaufe the Mahometan 
Law required the pofitive Teftimony ofTwo Wit- 
neffes for the Convidlion of capital Offenders, and 
the Decoyts carrying on their Defigns in the Night 
and under Difguife, could only be convidlcd by 
prefumptive Proofs, by the Notoriety of their 
Charadters, of by their own Confeffion. 1 know 
not by what Connedlion this is faid to be a Proof 
that the Fouzdarry Courts were not founded on 
Principles reconcileable to the Genius and Tem- 
per of the People. The Law waS introduced 
into Bengal with the Firft Mahometan Conqueft, 
and is as old as the Roman Civil Law, from 
which it is probably derived. It has never been 
found to be repugnant to the Genius and Tem- 
per of the People j and its Effedls have been 
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fuch as every Nation, however civilized, miift 
havefcxpcricnced, where Juftice was adminiltered 
with a fcrupulous Exaftnds. To this Dcfcft, 
which is the Defeat only of the beft In(litutions» 
the Mahometan Law has provided one effcdual 
Remedy, by allowing a Power in the Magiftrate to 
interpofe an extraordinary Authority for the 
Punifliment of iuch Offences as the Law in its 
ordinary Courfc could not rcaclj. In fuch Cafes^ 
if the Guilt was enormous, and the Proofs 
amounted to an internal Conviftion, it was ufual, 
and the Law enjoined it, to puniih the Offender 
With Death, for an Example and Terror to 
others ; and this Pradlicc I ventured to recom- 
mend, bccaufc it was the Law of the Countiy, 
bccaufe it was rcconcilcablc to the Genius 
and Temper of the People, and bccaufc I knew 
that the Peace of the Country could not be pre- 
ferved without it. More I prefume need not 
befaid, to prove that thcDefecfIs of thcFoujdarry 
Courts, if fuch can be called Dcicfts, were not 
owing to any Form given them by the late Go- 
vernment, but were inherent in their original 
. , , Conftitution, and infeparabic from it. 

As a Remedy for this and many other Evils, The Gentlemen of the Majority very unfairly 
wliich the Eftablilhmcnt of the Foujdarry Courts pafs over the real Caufes which were aingnal for 
had cither created or not removed, particularly the Inftitution of the Foujdar or Officer of the 
the Want of Minifterial Officers tor the Appro- police, and confine it folely to one which had no 
henfion of Offenders, which the new Syftem had original Share in it. 

not provided for, the late Prefident, in his Minute The Foujdars were recommended to be ap- 
of the 19th April 1774, propofes the farther Infti- pointed for the Guard of the Country, bccaufe, 
tution of feveral Foujdars or Officers of Police, to fmec their former Abolition no other, or at Icaa 
be ftationed in the Diftrids, with Power to ap- no effedual Means, had been provided for fe- 
prehend Decoyts and other Offenders, and bring curing the Peace of the Country s bccaufe 
them to Juftice. ■ many of the Land Servants, who were the con- 

ftitutional Guards of the Country, had been dif* 
miffed \ and bccaufe the Farmers and Zemin- 
dars being no longer anfwerablc for Robberies, 
cither negicftcd or encouraged them. The Eti* 
couragement afforded to public Robbers by the 
fcrupulous Exaftnefs of the Foujdarry Courts of 
Juftice, is mentioned for the Purpofe of recom- 
- mending another Remedy as above explained, 

with which the Office of the Foujdars has no Kind 
of Relation. 

We have too much Reafon to believe, that Affirmations arc no Proofs. I have Reafon to 
the Phoufdars thcmfelvcs, with their numerous believe, that the Foujdars, inflcad of fereening 
Followers, ha^c, in many Inllances, cither the Decoyts, as the Gentlemen of the Majority 
fereened the Decoyts or joined witii them ; and fuppole, did very effeftiially contribute to fup- 
that upon all Occafions they have made Ufe of prefs them j and produce, as a Proof of this, the 
their Power to plunder and opprefs the People Petition of the Ryots of Buzergomedpoor, which 
whom they were fent to proteft, is entered in the Revenue Proceedings of the 7th 

of April laft, for the Appointment of a fimilar 
Jurifdidlion in that Diftrift, exprcfsly grounding 
their Requeft on the Effects which had been pro- 
duced in the neighbouring Diflridls from that of 
Mirzanagur. 

ThcGovcrnorGencral has repeatedly reprefented This has no immediate Connexion with the 
to this Board, the deplorable State of the Pro- preceding Subjeft, nor do I know why it is in- 
vinces with refpeft to the Adminltlraiion of Juf- troduccd°in this Progreflion. 1 ffiall reply to it 
rice He has defired to be relieved of the Su- as it ftands, without Regard to any other Con- 
perintcndancc of the Phoufdarry Courts, and Con- clufion to which it may point, except the ever- 
troul of the Phoufdars, as of a Burden to which lading Theme of the Impropriety of every Mca- 
he is unequal ; and has requefted us to take the furc which was formed by the laft Adminiftration. 
Subjedl generally into our Conflderatioo, It is true, that I have frequently reprefented the 

deplorable State of the Provinces with refped to 
the Adminiftration of Juftice, and defired to be re- 
lieved from the Superintcndance of the Foujdarry 
Courts, and the Controul of the Foujdars. But 

I beg 
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1 beg Leave to affigti in this Place my Rcafohs 
for the one, and my Motive for the other ; The 
Courts of Ju dice were regular)/ - conduced till 
the Acceflion of the prefent Council | from that 
Date the Dewanny Courts have been neglcflcd; 
the Sudder Dewanny, p which all Appeals were 
made from the inferior Courts, has been difufed, 
and fince totally abolilhed. From the fame Period 
may be dated the dilordered State of the Fouj- 
darry Courts. To thefe I ufed formerly to give 
a large Portion of my Time : But neither in the 
Superintendance of thefe Courts, nor in the Con- 
troul of the Foujdars, could I venture any longer 
to aft, when I law^yfclf depijved of the Con- 
fidcnce and Support which had,foirmerly enabled 
me to execute fo delicate a Tfuft, and when every 
Occafion was feized by n>y Aflboiates in the Go- 
vernment, to weaked my Authority and to blacken 
rny Conduit. 

He fliould be inftruftccl to fuperintend the 'I'he implied Senfe of this Sentence is, that the 
Nabob’s Education, to chufe proper Servants and Nabob’s Education has been greatly fiegicfted by 
Companions for him, and to endeavour to reco- Munny Begum. I believe the Charge is without 
ver him from the dilhonourable State of Igno- Foundation. When I met him at Plafley In June 
ranee and Diflipation in which we fear he is ftill 1772, I found him. in a Spteof extreop lyiean- 
immerfed. nefs, and dcficichi In Lah^agc, Sentiment, and 

even of the moft ordinary ‘Forms of Civility. I 
met him at the fame Place the next Year, with a ^ 
Retinue fuitable t6 his Dignity, and his Manners ^ 
and Language totally changed. He wa$,abouc 
1 4 Years of Age when he was placed under the 
T uition of Munny Begum t and I Dclievip it is gene- 
rally allowed, that the Bent of Genius and Habits 
of Inclination, which have taken Pofleflion of the 
Mind at that Period, are feldom to be eradicated 
by any fubfequent Precept or Example, but de- 
cide the future Charafter of a Man througli 
Life. 

Another and moft important Branch of the From this Sentence, and from other PalTagcs 
Miniftcr’s Duty, (hould be to examine into the in the Minute of the Gentlemen of the Majority, 
aftual State of the Foujdarry Courts and Con- in which they feem to confound the Foujdariy 
duft of the P'oujdars i and to take a general Re- Courts and Foujdars, I am afraid, from theSimi- 
view of the Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice litudc of the Name, which was perhaps too feru- 
throughout the Country. He fliould have full puloufly retained in the Inftitution of the latter. 
Authority given him, either to enforce the Ope- others, who have lefs Means of being informed 
ration of thefe Courts upon the prefent Eftablilh- of the Nature of thofe Eftablifliments, may be 
ment, or to new-model and correft them. mifled to underftand them as being connedkd, or 

as bearing fome mutual Relation- It may be 
proper therefore to obviate tlie Mifeonftruftion, 
by a brief Explanation of the Nature of both. 

The Foujdarry Courts are Courts inftituted for 
the Trial of all Crimes and Mifdemcanours. The 
Foujdars arc Officers appointed to guard the 
Peace of the Country, and to feize all Offenders 
againft it. They have no Power to judge or to 
' punifli j but are to confign fucli Perfons as they 
have apprehended, to the Foujdarry Courts, where 
they arc to undergo their Trial. This Transfer 
is the only Conneftion which one Office has with 
the other •, thcJ> Proceedings and their Authority 
being totally diftinft and independent. Both 
will, I hope, be continued, and the Foujdarry, 
or the Eflablilhment of the Police, extended, w, 
every Parc of the Country, according to the De- 
fign of its firft Inftitution. I am ftill of Opinion* 
that better Plans cannot be devifed for the Satis- 
faftion of the People, and their Froteftion from 
the worft of Oppreffion. 

' (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

( I ) Fort 
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- ( 1 ) 

Fort William Secret Confulutions, 7th December 1775. 

Extraft of Minute of General Claverii^, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated aift No- 
vember 1775. 

8th. The Motifs on which we have redored Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Office of Naib Soubah, 
have been cldirly explained. To recover the Country Government from the State of Fecblenels 
and Infignificance to w|^h it w^^Mr. Haftings's avowed Policy to reduce it, was no eafy Talk. 
According to th^; Governor General’s Plan, we Ihould have confined the only Man perhaps of 
real Abilities and ej^nfivc Knowledge in the Country, to the unimportant Office of Steward of 
the Nabob’b Houfehi^d^ at a Time when a Minifter of the Government was wanted, and when 
the Adminiftratiotf m Criminal Juftice through the Country was at a ftand. The Meafure feems 
to us indifpenfabiy hCceflary, and promifes Succefs. In recommending Mahomed Reza Cawn to 
his prefent Pod, we prefume to think that we bave rendered an eflential Service to the Company. 


(J) 

Extract of Fort William Secret Confultations, i ith December 1775. 

Th» Accomptant General to the Revenue Department fends in an Account of the Balance due of 
Arrears of ^lary to Mahomed Reza Cawn. 


Su.COM. Rip.V« 


B b 





Mahomed Reza Cawn in Account Current with Honourable Company. 
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(Signed) Charles Crofrs, 

Accomp* Gen‘ to the Rev* Dep*. 
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brdeitd, that the Account be entered after the Confultation j and that it be tranOated into the 
Perfian Language, and font to the Nabob’s VaquecI, to explain the Caufe of the Difference arifuig 
Ijetween the Account delivered in by the Nabob and that now before the Board ; And “ 

Rcfolvcd, That the Balance, amounting to Sicca Rupees *,58,869. 8. 19, 2. be advanced from the 
Treafury at Moorlhedabad to the Relident at the Durbar, and that he pay the fame to Mahomed 
Reza Cawn. 

The following Letters ate in Confequence written to MoorOiedabad and Mr. Martin. 


To Mr. Edward Baber, &c. Council, Moorlhedabad. 


Gentlemen, 

"We direft that you advance from your Treafury to the Refident at the Durbar, on his Application 
(oyou, the Suqj^of Sicca Ru|iees, One Lack Fifty-eight thoufand Eight hundred and Sixiy-ninc, 

Eight Annas, Nineteen Gundas, and Two Cowries (1,58,869. 8. 19. 2.) for Payment of Arrears of 
Salary due to the Nabob Mahotned Reaa Cawn. 

Fort William, We arc, &c. &c. 

iith December 1775. 


i 


To Mr. W. B. Martin, Refident at the Durbar. 


Sir, 

You will pay Unto Mahomed Reza Cawn the Sum of Sicca Rupees, One Lack, Fifty-eight thoufand 

j _ S». R‘. 

Eight hundred ahd Sixty-nine, Eight Annas, Nineteen Gundies, and Two Cowries ( 1,58,869. 8. 19. 2) 
being the Balance due to him fur Arrears of Salary previous to his DifmifTion from the Office of Naib 
Soubah.on the a8th April 1772. This Sum the Chief and Council at Moorlhedabad have been or- 
dered to advance you. 

• Fort William, We arc, &c. &c. 

11th December 1775^ 


( ^ ) 

Ejttraft of Geheral Letter to Bengal, dated 24th December 1776. 

Par. 35, The eafy Prey which the Nabob has been rnade to his menial Servants, and their utter 
Want of Ability, Integrity, and Attention, to render him in any Degree rtfpcftablc, even in the 
Eyes of the Natives, are Circomftanccs that had led us to reconfidcr our Inftrudions to our Kite 
Prefident and Council rcfpe6ting Mahomed Reza Cawn. We were always of Opinion, that an able 
ollenfiblc Miniftcr, during the Minority of the Nabob, would be neceflary > and late Events have but 
too ftrongly confirmed us in fuch Opinion : And as the Abilities of Mahomed Rpza Cawn have been 
fufficiently manifefled j as official Experience qualifies him for fo high a Station in a more eminent 
Degree than any other Native with whom the Company has been connefted j and as no Proofs of 
Mal-adminiftration have been cftablilhed againft him, either during the ftrift inveftigation of his 
Conduft, or fince his Retirement j we cannot, under all Circumftances, but approve your Re- 
commendation of him to the Nabob, to conftitute him his Naib : We are well plcafcd that he has 
received that Appointment, and authorize you to afiure him of our Favour, lo long as a firm At- 
tachment to the Intereft of the Company, and a proper Dilcharge of the Duties of his Station, ffiall 
render him worthy of our Proteflion. 

36. We are by no Means prepared to decide upon that Part of your Inftruftions which commits 
the Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice entirely to the Supcrintendance of Mahomed Reza Cawn, nor 
of his Plan for Carrying the fame into Execution •, we oblerve it has had your Approbation, and there- 
fore fuppole it is at prefent tmerating in the Country •, but whether, in the preient State ot I hings, 
fuch Authority could be Ic^lly conferred on Mahomed Reza Cawn, or whether his Inftrudions to 
his inferior Phoufdarry Officers will clafli with the Jurifdidtion of the Supreme Court eftaliliffied by 
His Majefty’s Charter, arc Queftions of too great Importance for us to hazard an hafiy Opinion 
thereon. We have already laid before His Majefty’s Minifters a Colleiftion of luch Papers as rnoft ex* 
plain our EmbarrafiTments, occafioned by the extenfive Operation of the Authority and Jurifdiftion 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature over Natives not in the Service of the Comp.iny : And if any 
Alterations fliouW be made in confequence of our Application, or otherwilt, you will of courfe re- 
ceive Information. In the mean Time, Copies of your Iuftrudions to Mahomed Keza Cawn, and 
of his Plan for the Execution of Criminal Juftice, lhall be laid before the nioft eminent CounkI in 
this Kingdom, ki or^r to obtain their Opinions, whether any Objciftions arii'e thereto in Point of 
Lawj which Opinions we fball tranfmit to you by the earlicft Opportunity for your Information and 
future Gtiidancct 1 


(L) F XT rail 
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( L ) 

Exirad of Fort William Secret Confultations, 23d February 177S. 

Tnc Governor General dcfires that the following Letter from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla may 
be read. 


From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla: Received 12th February. 

1 have already addreffed repeated Letters to your Excellency, ftating very fully the Trouble 
and Uncafincfs I fuffer from the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn’s being invefted with the Office of 
the Naibfliip of the Nizamut, with the Management of the Affairs of the Country, and of the 
feveral Offices of my Houlhold, the Adminiftration of the Bufineft of the Adawlut and Phouf 
darry within the Soubahs, and of all the Affairs of the Nizamut, as well as of my domeftic 
Concerns, and the Superintendance of myfclf and Family; becaufe the faid Nabob, regarding only 
his own Benefit, and the Increafc of his Grcatncls in future, pays no Regard or Attention to my In- 
tcrcll or Advantage. 

The Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn is neither connefted with me by the Ties of near Rclation- 
fl)ip, nor of fincere Attachment ; that he fhould be invefted with fuch a Degree of Power, is 
highly oppreffive and diffionourable to my Family. I am now, by the Favour of God, come to 
Years of Maturity, and to that Age when, by the Precept of our holy Law, and the Ufage of 
Mahomedanifm, I ought to take Charge and Management of my own Affairs ; and by the Bleff- 
ing of the Almighty, I am not fo devoid of Underftanding as to be incapable of conducing them. 
I am therefore hopeful, from your Favour and Regard to Jufticc, that you will deliver me from 
the Authority of the aforefaid Nabob, and give your Pcrmiflion that I take on myfclf the Manage- 
ment of the Adawlut and Phoufdarry of the Soubahs, as well as of my own Houffiold, and of 
the Bufinefs of the Nizamut, which is my Right. 

The Company who have acquired fo great Authority in this Country, and raifed themfelvcs to 
their prefent Degree of Greatnefs and Dominion, arc indebted for the Advantages iblely to the 
warm Support of my Anceftors ; and you know what Degree of Authority I am at prefent pof. 
feffed of* I therefore a(k nothing more than my Right ; and (hould the Company, difregarding 
the Situation and Rights of this Family, refufc their Approbation to my Requeft, which is per- 
fcftly juft and right, it will be highly inequitable. 

I am hopeful that, maturely weighing this Matter, your Excellency will give me the Manage- 
ment of the Affairs of the Nizamut, of my own Houftiold, and the Cfficcs attached thereto, to- 
gether with the Adminiftration of the Adawlut and Phoufdarry within the Soubahs, which arc 
my Right. This will be an AQ. of the higheft Jufticc in the Gentlemen, and will engage my Gra- 
titude, and that of all the hclplefs Dependents of this Family. 

Governor General — I move, that the Opinions of the Members of the Board may be taken. Whether 
the Requifitions contained in the above Letter (hall be complied with, or denied ? It is late, nor 
would I wilh the Board to form any decided Refolution upon a Subjeft of this Nature, without the 
fullcft Deliberation I defirc, therefore, that the Secretary may fend the Letter and Queftion round to 
the different Members of the Board, that their Opinions may be taken at the next Meeting of 
Council. 

Ordered, That the Letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla be accordingly circulated with the 
above Qiieftion to the Members of the Board, for their Opinions thereon. 

Warren Haftings. 

Rich^ Barwcll. 

P. Francis. 

Edw'* Whelcr. 


(M) 

Extract of Fore Williatn Secret Confultations, ad March 177S. 

Re-confidcred the Letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, received the latb, and recorded 
. the 2 3d ultimo. 

Mr. Wheler delivers in the following Minute t 

Mr. Wheler— After having very maturely conGdered the 40th Paragraph of the General Letter 
•from this Prefidency to the Court of Directors, dated the aoth November 1775, particularly ch;u 
Part of it which mentions the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn to the NaibOiip' of the Ni- 
zamut, for the Support of that oftenflble and aftivc Power in the Nizamut which the Nabob, from 
Youth and Negledt of Education, was judged incapable to exercife j and having likewile peruftd 
10 
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the j5th Paragruph of the General Letter from the Court of Direftors* dated 24th Dccernbcr 1776!^ 
therein they highly approve, for the Realbns above quoted, of the Appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn ( I am of Opinion, that the Requeft now prefented to this Board by his Highnefs, 
^ojififtcntly with thofe Orders, cannot be complied with here ; but that it will be proper to lub. 
mic the fame to the Determination of the Court of Dircdlors, together with fuch Remarks as may 
ferve to apprize them of the Confcqucnc^, whether beneficial or otherwife, that may probably 
rcfult from complying with his Highnefs’s Requeft. And I atn further inclined to this Mode< 
from a Belief that, although his Highnefs was under Age when placed under the Guardianfhip of 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, it was well known to the Court of Diredors that, previous to the Date of 
their Letter approving Mahomed Reza Cawn’s Appointment, or to its Arrival in India, his High- 
nefs either had or would Ihortly attain the Years of Maturity. 

Fort William, (Signed) Edw^ Wheler. 

28th February 1778. 

Mr. Francis delivers in a Minute containing his Opinion, as follows ! 

Mr. Francis— I could have wifhed, that before I had been called upon to deliver my Opinion 
on the prefent Queftion, the Merits of it had been ftated to us by the Governor General, and re- 
gularly debated at the Board. The Infiitution of a Council fuppofes a reciprocal Communication 
of Opinions, and that no Refolutions lhali be formed without a previous Debate. Kcferving, 
therefore, to myfelf the Right of altering or qualifying the Anfwer 1 now deliver in, according to 
the Lights and Information I may receive from the other Members of the Board, 1 mull declare, 
that I think we have but one Courfc to purfue. 

The Letter received from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dovvla fliould be referred to the Court of 
Direftors. 1 do not myfelf (ce any one Motive that fhould prefs this Government to take upon 
ihemfelves the hazardous Refolution of complying with the Requifitions contained in it •, crpecially 
at a Time when Mcafurcs of the greateft Importance to the Welfare of India already divide our 
Councils, and ought to engrofs our Attention. The Subjeft is delicate in its Nature, and I wifh 
10 fpcak of it with Caution and Referve. The Board will confidcr maturely what Confequenccs 
the Compliance required of us may lead toj with what Demands upon the Company ic maybe 
followed ; in what Manner it may alFed the internal Government of thefe Provinces, and how far 
it may coincide with or embarrafs Arrangements at this Moment probably under the Confidcra- 
tion of the Legiflature for the permanent Settlement of Bengal. 

With rcfpedl to the Removal of Mahomed Reza Cawn, I fliall only obferve at prefent, that the 

Court of Dircdlors have approved of our Recommendation of him to the Nabobs to confiitute him bis 

Naib •, that they are wellpleafed that he has received that Appointmenty and that they have authorized us 
to ajfure him of their tavour, I trull that no Member of this Board would recommend or approve 
of the Difminion of a Man whom the Court of Direftors thcmlelves confider as qualified for the 
high Station he holdSy in a more eminent Degree than any other Native with whom the Company has been 
connebledy without their exprefs Authority, or unlefs fomc Crime had been proved againft him. 

Mr. Wheler and I having delivered our Opinions on the Queftion brought before the Board 
by the Governor General, I muft requeft that the Governor will be plcafed to favour the Board 
with his Opinion upon if. 

Governor General — 1 did not expeft that my Opinion would be required until thofe of the 
other Members had been regularly t.ikcn in Succeflion *, nor was this Day appointed for col- 
le(!ling the Opinions upon the Subjeft. Mr. Barwtll’s has not been received j he is abfent j I 

(hall therefore decline to give my Opinion at this Day’s Confultation, unlefs the Majority of the 

Board now aflemblcd fliall require it. 

Mr, Francis — On this Day Sevennight the Governor General moved, that the Opinions of 
the Members of the Board might be taken on the Subjeft of the Nabob’s Letter, 1 he Mo- 
non ftates, that their Opinions may be taken at the next Meeting of the Council j and the 
Qtieftion was brought forward again this Day, I prefume, with the Governor’s Approbation, 
at leaft, it was not called for by any other Member of the Board •, I believe therefore I am 
perfcdlly regular in Point of Form, in requefting bis Opinion may follow thole of the Members 
prefent : I therefore beg Leave w repeat my Requeft in the Form of a Motion ; but am ready, 

the Governor General approves of it, to put oft the Confideration of this Qiiellion until this 
Day Fortnight. 

The Governor General — I defirc the Secretary to declare, whether he had any Dirceftions from 
me to bring this Matter before the Board ? — This is properly the Confultation following that in 
which the Queftion was firft brought before the Board j as the Meetings on Fhurfdays, though 
Md in this Chamber, belong only to the Department of Infpeftion, and arc held by a Surn- 
nions ilTucd by the Secretary to that Department. It was probably my Intention to have brought 
on the Qiieftion for Decifton this Morning, but I apprehend it cannot be done with I^0U* 
Lrity, as one of the Members of the Board, whole Opinion I prefumc will be eftentialiy necelury, 

at this Time ablent, Ic will relt with the Majority of the Board alfembled, to let the ^eltion 
its due Courfe, or to force it to an immediate Dccilion, lubjeft to a regular Confirmation 
or Repeal at rhe next Meeting, I cannot confcnc to the Compromile propolcd by Mr. Francis-, 

is inconfiftenc with the Demand for an inftant Decifion. 

The Secrciarv begs Leave to acquaint the Board, that he did not receive any Orders whatfoever 
Com. Rap. V. ^ Ce 
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for bringing on the Confideration of the Nabob’s Letter this Morning, but that he ' rntroduced it 
as a Subjedt depending before the Board in the regular Coutfc of Bufineft. ... 

Mr. Francis- In propofing to defer the Qucaion to this Day Fbrtmght, I have «plamed m>’felf to 
mean, that we flioidd wait lor the Receipt of the Company’s Letter now on board one of the Ships 
* ac Madras, and which wc may probably receive in that Time *, fince that is not approved by the Go- 
vernor (iencral, I adhere to my Firll Motion, being perfectly furc that I Focecd not only with 
the ftrifteft Oblcrvancc of the Forms of the Boards but with the utmoft* Candour and Con- 

The Governor General— From the Whole which has paffed in this Debate, which hitherto has 
been confined to Mr. Francis and myfelf, it is very evident that Mr. Francis perfifts in his Motion 
on the Frefumptioti of a fuperior Influence, occafion^ly over-ruling me at this Day>s Meeting, 
otherwile it is impoflible to conceive any Reafon why he Ihould infill on an inftant Dcafion of the 
peneral Qiicllion propolcd by me on laft Monday, when he at the fame Time profiFcrs the Sufpenfion 
of it for a Fortnight, and the Time in which I would propofe to fufpend it will ncceflarily form 
a Part of ih.it Intel val, and of Courfe come nearer to hisown Propofition than an immediate De- 
termination, I forliear to fay more upon the Subjedt : It will reft with Mr. Whcler to determine 
whether the original Queftion fhall be determined immediately, or wait until the Aflcmbly of the 

Board is cotnpicat. . r l „ • r u 

Mr. Francis— If the Board will not unanimoufly agree to wait for the Receipt ot the Company’s 

Inftruaions, now upon their Way probably to this Place, it is not in my Power to affign a Reafon 
why the Board fbould not decide the (Queftion now. The Motive imputed to me for urging fucit 
Dccifion at prefent, though in fad I have not done fo, will, I believe, in the Mind of every impartial 
Judge, be full as af plicablc to the Defire intimated by the Governor, that Mr. Barwell’s Preknee 
ihould’ be waited for. Confiderations of that Kind arc irregular, and, as I think, not fit to be 
infifted on of either Side. I beg the Queftiort may be put. , ^ n.. 

'J'he Governor General — 1 believe 1 know Mr. Bat well’s Sentiments upon the general Queftion, 
as I know Mr. Whelcr’s •, but the Queftion now before the Board is of a different Nature, and 
is moft undoubtedly an Advantage taken of the prefent Compofition of the Board} it may, 
however, prove an inftrudive Experiment, and I fhall not be very forry that it is made. If Mr. 
Francis knows that the Company’s Inflruftions, which he fays are probably now on their Way to 
this Place, relate to the general Subjed now under Confideration, I will readily agree to poftpone 
it i but if he has no fuch Knowledge, and there is the ftrongeft Reafon ta believe that they con- 
tain nothing which bears the moft diftant Allufion to it, 1 know not why 1 Ihould be required to 

lupport the Credit of fuch a Suggeftion. u t j 

Mr. Francis— I am not acquainted with the Contents of the Company’s cxpccled Letter but I do 
believe, on the Authority of the Court of Diredors themfelvcs, expreffed in their Letter to the late 
Sir John Clavering, that it contains fome general Arrangements concerning the Affairs of this Coun- 
try and the Government. They pofuivcly promifed him to fend out fuch Inftrudions by their next 

Difpatchcs. . ... 

The Governor General — I believe the Court of Diredors will regret their ever having given 
fuch a Promife, when they know that it has been circulated to every Part of the Provinces, and even 
beyond the Dominions of our Ally the Nabob of Oude, for the Purpole of weakening the Influence 
of the prefent Adminiftration, and defeating its Meafures : It therefore becomes me, whilft 1 hold 
the Place I poffcfs in this Government, to ufe every Means that may be requifue for obviating 
the Effeds of fo dangerous a Policy. This alone would be a fufficient Reafon for me to rcfofe to 
protrad the prefent or any other Queftion, until the Arrival of the Company’s Orders, on the 
Suppofition that they will contain the Confirmation of a Belief fo induftrioufly propagated. 

The Qiicftion propofed by Mr. Francis being put, . r i. 

Mr. Whcler Of the Two Propofitions made by Mr. Francis, I prefer the poftponing the tortner 

Confideration of this Queftion for Fourteen Days ; but as that is difapproved by the Governor Ge- 
neral, I think it highly neceffary that wc fbould come to an immediate Dccifion, and I only regret that 
that Dccifion will probably not be final. . 

Governor General— I fubmit, and fhall deliver my Opinion as nearly as I can in the Terms of tiic 
Queftion. It is my Opinion, that the Requifuions contained in t^ie Letter from the Nabob Moba- 
reck ul Uowla, entered in the Confultation of laft Monday, be complied with. ^ 

Mr. Francis — I move, that it be rcfolved, in Conformity to the Opinions of a M^ority oj'"® 
Board, that the Nabob’s Letter be referred to the Dccifion of the Honourable the Court 
redors} and that no Refolution be taken here upon the Subjed of the Requifitions containe 
therein, without their fpecial Orders and Inftrudions. 

Mr. Whcler agrees. 

Mr. Francis agrees. « - , . 

Governor General— I objeft and proceft both againft this and the preceding Refolution. 

Rcfolved, That the Nabob’s Leners, recorded the a 3 d ultimo, be referred to the DeclGmi 0 ^ 
Honourable the Court of Diredors } and that no Relolut'ioit be taken here on the Subjed 01 the Kc- 
quifitions contained therein, without their fpecial Orders and Inftrudions. 
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&xtra^ of Fort WilKam Secret Confoltations, 5th March 1778. 

Governor Gepcralfl move, that the Refotution paflfed in the laft Confultation, to wir, “ Tliat the 
Nabob's Letter be referred to the Decifionof the Honourable the Court of Dirciflors, and that no 
'it Rclolution ^ taken here on the Subjeft of the Rtquifitions contained therein, without their fpe- 
cial Orders and Inftrufttons,” be repealed $ and that the Qiieftion propofed by me in Confultation 
d ultimo namely, “ That the Opinions of the Members of the Board may be taken, whether 
*^the Requifitions contained in the Nabob’s Letter, recorded . in that Day’s Rrocccdti.gs, fliall be 

.c complied with dr denied,” may be rcconfidcred. . ^ c , . r 

I muft here obferve, that the preceding Qi’cdion was tn a fpectal Manner referred to tlie Confi- 
1 ration of every Member of the Board, and that Mr. Barwell’s Opinion upon it had not b,en 
'ceived at the laR Confultation, in which the preceding Rclolution was paffed. I dclirc my Mtngte, 

Z which the original Queftion was propofed, may be entered in this Place. 

it Governor General — 1 move that the Opinions ot the Members of the Board may be taken, 

“ whether the Rcquifitions contained in the above Letter fliall be complied with or denied ? It is 
» late nor would 1 wifli the Board to form any decided Rclolution upon a Subje£l of this Nature 
.t without the fulleft Deliberation-. I define therefore that the Secretaty may lend the Letter and 
Queftion round to the different Members of the Boards that their Opinions may be taken at the 

it next Meeting of the Council.” ^ ' 

Mr Wheler As the Governor General has afltgned no other Rcafon for bringing this Qucition 

affain before the Boanl, except the Abfcnce of one of the Members, which mifiht have been urged 
and accepted as a Motive for deferring the Qiieftion to the Time propoled by Mr. hrancis, I am 
aiiainft refeinding the former Refolution, and rcconlidcring the (Queftion now. , „ „ , , . 

"Mr Francis — It is not affirmed or I'uggefted that the Relolution taken at the laft Confultatioo 
was not regular in Point of Form, or valid in Point ot Law -, neither has it been alhrmed that 
fiifficient Time was- not given to the Members of the Board, to form their Opinions upon the original 
oSoD or that th^iConfideration of tfwas brougl.t forward by either of thole Gentlemen whole 
Votes conftituted the Refolution. We had a Week to confider it. The l.-^ay was fixed by the Go- 
vernor’s own Motion, and the Debate was introduced by the Secretary’s reading the N^b'.ibs Letter, 
with the Governor’s Confent and Approbation, and without any Motion from Mr. Wheler or me. 
After Mr. Wheler’s Opinion and mine were read, we proceeded to other Bufincls, and waited abo^ve 
Two Hours in Expeftation ot Mr. Barwcll’s Arrival. From thcle Fafls 1 pidumc it lollows that 
thcOWeaiL noW made to the Refolution on the Score of Mr. Barwell’s Abfcnce, is not in any Senic 
valid v^and the Governor General fuggefts no other for repealing that Relolution : I am left thcie ore 
without any Arguments propofed to counterbalance thole on which my Opinion was ‘oumicd. hut it 
Tgu neS fre*..ca „oS offered .gdnft .h, Fropne, of .ho RoWuCon ^ 

enter into the Confideration of them. When no Arguments whatlocver are olkred to ji It ly the 
refeinding of a folemn Ad of Government, I fhould think mylelf not only highly criminal, but, 
a Managing blindly and without Realbn, if I confcnted to repeal ih 

Mr BarwcU-Could 1 regard the Relolution of the 2d Inftant as a folemn regular Ad of 
G„“Vo“:™i rhouia doclio. focluding ,0, Opinion «. hi. I..C 

been nroDofed to be decided upon, the Sennments that may be delivered by every Member oi l 
Cooneys ^Bhc k cofy Moiobor .o doliv.r hi, Opinion, i, 7 >Vi‘‘r:'da 'o h 
unanimous Admiffion of the Mode in wliich the Queftion was ^ 

Member is bound to deliver his Opinion, and each f 

luch Opinions. I have no Option, nor can I fubmit to be f ^ lubfequenc 

nious Reception of the Qiieftion in the Form it appears the 231 e r y* ^ • Refolution 

Refolution could deprive me of the Privilege ot a Vote on the 

independent of that Vote. I apprehend, can be an Ad of Government wh le f^o Member^^ 

withSut the Concurrence of one «r both of the otlKt ^ 

to call their Votes an Ad of Government. The Manner in which the Qiieftion was proi^ico, ana 

left for Dccifion, I muft again obferve in this Flace, precluded “ Keafon? I 

nion prevailed among the other Members, without mme eing a ^ rfilore to me thole Rights 

approve the Governor General’s prefent Motion as ''^80 of the Oueilion by the Board, 

on the prefent Subjed which were given me on the firft Adtniflion of the Qiieition Dy lao , 

and cancelled by the Refolution of the 2d p vr.l,ninnn of thofe Words in which, at 

Mr. Francis — 1 beg Leave to call upon Mr. Barwcll for an Explanation of t 0 Members 

1 undeift.ind, he affirms or intimates, that a The Meeting of that Day was 

prefent in Council on Monday laft, is not an ^ whaefoever, the 

Ivunntoned- by the Governor General; and the Law declare, Ooinion and Decifionof the 

“ Goverhor General and Council fiiall be bound and concluded by the Opinion and uecit 

“ mtuor Fart of thofe prefent ” _ . in Terms clearer than tliofc in 

Mr. BarwcU"^! really am at a Lois to exprefs my 6 whicli 
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which it already appears, I pretend not lo deny that a Majority of the Council General conftitutes 
an A£t of Government : I fimply point out, that the Admiflion of a Queftion for my Opinion, allows 
not the Council an Option to cancel the Privilege fuch Admillion conferred, nor leaves it in my 
Power to decline a Vote on the prefent Subjeft. If any farther Explanation is neceOary, [ 
refer to the Company what I have already faid ; and flatter myfclf they will judge it both clear 
and explicit. 

Mr. Francis — I fubmit it to the Judgment of our Superiors, whether the Words ufed by Mr. 
Harwell do or do not amount to a Denial of the Legality of the Refolutipn pafled laft Monday* 
from the Principles on which he now votes for repealing it ? 1 apprehend it would ibllow, that 

any Member of this Board might, by abfenting himfelf from Council in parallel Circumftanccs, 
prevent the Decifion of any Queftion whatfoever. 

Mr. Harwell — I apprehend Mr. Francis is wrong in conftruihg my Denial of arty Vote preduding 
my Opinion, under Circumflanccs fuch as I have already deferibed, to amount to an AflSrmatio.n that 
the Votes of a Majority do not conftitute an A£t of Government : So far from it, that if it’affirms 
any Thing, it is the contrary, that a Minority of any Qiieftion may not alTumc the Appeafapee of a 
Majority. 

Rcfolvcd, That the Refolution, pafTcd in the laft Council, viz. That the Nabob^s Letter, re. 

corded 23d ultimo, be referred to the Decifion of the Honourable the Cpurt of EHreftors •, and 
“ that no Refolution be taken here on the Subjeft of the Requifitions contained therein, without 
“ their fpccial Orders and Inftrudions,” be repealed. 

Mr, Francis— I beg Leave in this Place to enter my Diflent, and proteft againft this Refolution for 
the following Rcalbns : 

ift. Becaufc it reveries a regular and formal Refolution of a former Board, without any one Ar- 
- gument being urged againft the Propriety of that Refolution. 

ad. Becaufc it deprives the Court of Diredors of their Jfurifdidion over a Queftion of the utfrioft 
Importance to their Affairs, and to the good Order of this Government, without any one Rcafon why 
the Decifion of that Qiieftion ftiould be preffed at this Time, and not referred to their Judgment. 

Mr. Wilder — 1 likewife beg Leave to enter my Diffent, for the Reafons already af^rted by Mr, 
Francis. 

I'hc Second Motion contained in the Governor GeneraPs Motion being plit. 

Agreed, I hat the Qiieftion propofed by the Governor General 23d ultirpo^ viz. That the Opi- 
nions of the Members ot the Board may be taken, whether me Requifitions CQ^iiined in the Nabob’s 
Letter, recorded on that Day, (hall be complied with or denied ? may be rccotifidercd. 

Mr. Wilder and Mr. Francis having given their Opinions on the original Queftion in the laft 
ConlulcaciQn, 

Mr. Bai wdl proceeds to deliver his Sentiments as follow : 

Mr. Barwdl— I am of Opinion, that as the Nabob is pleafid to demand and ajfert the po/ttive Rights 
of his Ojfice as Aizam of the Provinces^ and as he has been invariably acknowledged fucli by the 
Company and this Government, I do not fee upon what Ground we can deny his Requeft • A Refe- 
rence at this l ime for the Orders of the Company would be an Evafion refleding on their Honour, 
an I unbecoming the Jufticc of the Government. 

Governor General — I'he Nabob’s Demands arc grounded on pofitivc Rights, which will net admit 
of a DifciilTion, 

He has an inconteftable Right to the Management of his own HoulholJ. 

He has an inconteftablc Right to the Nizamut \ it is his by Inheritance : The Dependents of the 
Nizamuc Adawlut, and of the Fouzdarry, have been repeatedly declared by the Company, and by 
this Governfuenr, to appertain to the Nizamut. 

For tilde Reafons I am of Opinion, that the Requifitions contained in the Nabob’s Letter, entered 
in Conlultaiion 23d ultimo, ought to be complied with. 

Mr. Frincis — Since it has been refolved that the Confidcration of the original Queftion (hould be 
refumed, I ddirc that the Secretary will read to the Board tbe repeated Letters already addrefled to 
the Governor General by the Nabob on this Subject previous to the laft, as they will probably throw 
Lights upon it which arc not before us at prefent. 

Governor General— I muft beg Mr, Francis’s Pardon forobjefting to the prefent Motion, as it 
does not arile out of any new Matter produced at this Meeting \ Imd as thde Letters, if they are 
fuppofed to contain any additional Lights, ought to have been confidcred by him before be gave his 
Opinion, I have no Objrftion to their being produced. The Letter Book, containing the Perfian 
Correlpondencc, ought always to be before the Board ; and this is the only Day in which I recolledt 
that they were not lying upon the Table. My Objeftion goes only to the Ldfs of Time which will 
be conlumed in tracing the Nabob’s Letters which may have been written on the Subjeft, and in 
reading them to the B9ard. The Letter Books arc now produced ; 1 defirc that the Afllftane Se- 
iletary will examine them, and (hew Mr. Francis fuch Letters as he finds conuined in them from 
the Nabob. This I apprehend will anfwcr all the Purpofes for which he can require them, and the 
Time of the Board will be fpared. 

Mr. Francis — 1 underftood the original Queftion was rcfumcd de novo* In delivering my former 
Opinion, I referved to myfelf a Right t6 alter if, according to the Arguments whicn might be 
ftated in the Courie of the Debate. The Letters in queftion, if they arc entered op the Perfian 

y C6rre(^>ondcnce, 
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Correfpondcnce, might have been read while we have been talking upon the Subjcfl. 1 generallj^ 
have cjwmined the Pcrfian Correfpondence, but do not recollcdt to have feen any Letter from the 
I^abob, Rating, as he fays, very fiilly riic Trouble and Uneafujefa he fullers, from the Nabob Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn’s being inverted with the Offices he now holds. From what I have heard of hn 
Condudf, and of thofe Perlons who are moft in his Confidence, and have the greateft Influence with liuu, 
IcaneaOly believe that Mahomed RezaCawn’s Authority is aReftraint over him. When that Rellraint 
is removed, I do not doubt that he will immediately become what he was before, “ an eafy I’rcy to 
« bis menial Servants, whofc utter Want of Ability, Integrity, and Attention to render him in any 
“ Degree refpeftable, even in the Eyes of the Natives, are well known to the Court of Directors.” 
When the Rights of the Nabob to the Management of his Houfchold, and to the Exercife of the great 
Offices dependent on the Nizamut, are fo peremptorily declared, I fhould have conceived that his 
Ability to judge and adt for himfelf, and his Capacity to execute Offices of fuch cfll-ntial Importance 
to'the Welfare of the Country, would alfo have been confidercd by a prudent Government. 1 know 
with Certainty^ that he is in bis own Perfon utterly incapable of executing any of thefe Offices ; nor docs it 
follow, from any Acknowledgment of his Rights, that it fhould not be the Duty of this Govcrnnnenc 
to recommend to him wife and able Men, and fuch as the Company themfelves arc known to conBdc 
in, to fuppori and carry bn that Part of the Public Bufinefs which is ftill left, or fuppofed to be left, 
whh the Nizam. The Company will judge of the real Motives and Objeft or the Requifitions 
brought before us in his Name, and how far fuch an Addrefs from him will juftify the Removal of 
a Minifter, whofe Appointment has been exprefsly, and in the higheft Terms, approved by them 
on the 24th December 1776. The Secretary has yet pointed out to me but One Letter from the 
Nabob-, which appears to have been received on the 17th November. In that Letter he fays, » I am 
hopeful you will not keep me longer in this painful Sufpence, but will be kindly pleafed to write 
‘‘ immediately to the Munny Begum, that fhe take on herfclfthe Adminiftratlon of the Affairs of the 
« Nizamut, which is in fad her own Family, without the Interference of any otiicr Perfon what- 
** foever : By this you will give me compleat Satisfadion.” The Way then to give this young Prince 
complete Satisfadion, if we can fuppofe fuch Letters are really didated by him, is to rellorc Munny 
Begum to the Adminiftration of the Affairs of the Nizamut, without the Interference of any other 
Perfon whatfoever. By this Requeft it appears how little he thought himfelf qualified Three Months 
ago to take upon himfelf the Offices which he now dcfircs to be inverted with. 1 do not doubt that 
the Objed of the prefent Meafpre is to rcftorc Munny Begum in fad, ^ if not in form, to the 
Power of which flic was diverted by a former Ad of this Government. The Merits of this Lady 
are well known to the Company but it may be proper to repeat in this Place what the Court 
of Diredors have with great Rcafon thought fit to fay of her: “ Notwithrtanding fuch vaft Sums 
** have been carried to the Nabob’s Account, over and above his Stipend, in fo fliort a Space of 
“ Time, we obferve, that in May 1775 there was not a Rupee in his Treafury, though there were 
“ Demands upon him to a large Amount. This Circumftance alone, were there no other Impro- 
‘* prietics in the Condud of Munny Begum, would julVify her Removal from the Office ot Guardian 
“ to the Nabob, becaufe it is evident, that under her immediate Supcrintcndance great Part of his 
“ Allowance mart have been embezzled, or very grofsly milapplied.” 

” Rcfolvcd, That the Requifitions contained in the Letter from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla, 

entered in Confultation 23d February, be complied with. ^ • a j 1 • n l 

Mr. Francis— I diflent from and proteft aRainft this Rcfolution, becaufe, in Addition to all the 
other Reafons expreffed by me, it is a dircw and pofitivc Dilbbctiicnce of the Orders of the Court 
of Diredors, expreffed in their high Approbation of the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn to 
his prefent Employment . and becaufe this important Rcfolution is taken without any one Rcalon 
Wng affigned in Support of the Ncceflity or Expediency of it. ... . 

Mr. Whcler— I accede to every Objedion pointed out by Mr. Francis, and likcwife join with 
him in his Diffcnt and Proteft. Further, as the Nabob has thought proper at this I erlod to dc- 
mand his pofuive Rights, and as thofe Rights may probably prove much more extenfive than ap- 
pears from the Queftion now before the Board ; I am confirmed m my former Oi.mion, that his 
Highnefs’s Requeft ought to be referred to the deliberate Dccifion of the Court of Diredors, and 
not at prefent receive the Sandion and hafty Determination of this . , . , , , , , 

Governor General — 1 now move, that a Letter be addreffed to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, 
informing him that the Board hive agreed to comply with the Requifitions contained in his Letter j 
but that he be requefted to permit the prefent Judges and Officers of the Nizamut Adawffit, ^d 
of the Foufdarry, to continue in Office until he (hall have formed a new Arrangement of thofe Of- 
ficers, and fhall have advifed the Board of the fame through the regular Channel of the Governor 
General. I move alfd, that the Subftance of the preceding Rcfolution be communicated to Ma- 


Mr. ^el«— I objed to the Letter, for the fame Reafons that I have objeded to the general 
Queftion. 

Mr. Franris— I agree with Mr. Whcler. 

Mr. Harwell — I agree to both the above Motions. , ^ ■ c u- , 

Refolved, That a Letter be addreffed to the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowl.i, informing him, that 
the Board have complied with the Requifitions contained in his Letter, and diac he w requefted 
permit the prefent Judges and Officers of the Nizamut Adawlur. and of the Phouidarry to con- 
tinuc in their prefent Appointnicnts until he fliall have formed a new Arrangement o i 
Sbl. Com. Rip. V. D d » 
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ircen, and fliall have a(!vi(ed the Board of the fame, through the regular Chanoel Of the Go- 
vernor Qeqerah- 

RefolvedwaifOy That the Subftanoe of the preceding Refolution be communicated to Mabomeil 
RraaCawnt 

Warren Haftinss, 
Rich* Barwell, 

P. Francis, 
Edw*Whclcr. 


( O ) 

Extraft of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated aoth March 1778. 

Par. 15. On the Receipt of a Letter from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla, addrefled to the Go- 
vefnor General, in which he remonftrates againft the folc Management and Adminlllration of the 
Affairs of the Nizamut, the Poufdarry, and the domeftic Concerns of his own Houfhold, beint» 
continued in the Perfon of Mahomed Reza Cawn, as Naib Soubah, after he was of Age to conduft 
them himfclf 1 allerting alfo his Right to execute thefe Branches of his own Authority, (ince he had 
attained the Age of Maturity both by the Mahomedan and Chriftian Laws ; and defiring that Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn might be removed from the Truft with which he was invefted •, a Propofition 
was made for the Confideration of the Board, and delivered to each of the Members, fignify- 
ing, that their feparare Opinions might be delivered on the next Council Day. 

16. When we aflembled again, the Letter from the Nabob was read, with the Pfopofltion upon it • 
and it was determined, by a Refolution of a Majority of the Members then prelcnr, to . refer the 
Application to your DecifiOn. 

At the next Meeting of the Board, a Motion was made for reconfidering the SubjeA of our for- 
tner Debates, as one of the Members to whom the Propofition had been delivered was absent from 
the preceding Council, and had not given his Sentiments upon it. In confquence of his'Opinion, 
the Refolution of the Day before was refeinded i and as we r^rded the Nabob’s Claim in thcLight 
of a pofitive and inconteftabic Right, which we could not ifl^uftioe deny him the Enjoyment of, we 
refdved to comply with his Demand. 


(P) 

ExtmA of the. Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, the 

4th May 1778. 

Governor General — I move, That the laft Letter, received from the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla, 
may be entered in this Place, and that the Board do agree to comply with the Requifitions con- 
tained therein •, but as it is too late to confider this Queltion To-day, I defire that it may remain 
till next Meeting of the Board in this Department r and that in. the mean Time the Nabob’s Letter 
be fent to the Members of the Board. 


From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla. 

The Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn, having been formerly appointed to tlie Office of Naib Nizam, 
tranfafted all the Bufinefs of the Nizamut, &c. by his own Authority, in fuch Manner as he pleafed, 
without confuting or advifing with me » and although you have lately given the Adminiftration of 
the Affairs of the Nizamut Adawlut and Foujdarry to me, yet he has not to this Time relinqoifhcd 
the Bufinefs, but ftill continues to ad in the Nizamut, &c. as formerly. This is difcreditablc to me, 
and of the greateft Difadvantage : I therefore wifh to remove the faid Nabob from this Bufinefs, 
and to tranlafl: the Affairs of the Nizamut, $rc. myfelf j and have made Choice of Sudder ul Hoc 
Kh.an, who has been long attached to me, and is a Man of great Integrity and Worth, to fill the 
Station of the Naib of my Adawlut and Foujdarry, and of Rajah Gourdafs, who is 4 Man of 
Abilities, and likewife an ancient and zealous Servant, for the Office of the Dewanny of the Niza- 
mut. As 1 know you to be heartily attached to my interefi, I communicate my Sentiments and 
Wifhes to you, and hope, if you approve them, you will be kindly pleafed to difpatch the afore- 
faid Khan and Rajah to me immediately, that they may receive Khclauts, and be invefted with 
the Offices aforefaid ; and I will, with their Advice, make an Adjuftment of the Affairs of the 
Nizamut Foujdarry and Adawlut, and tranfmit it to you for your Information. The Nabob 
Mahomed Reza Cawn received a Salary of 20,000 Rup* per Month, or 2,40,000 R’ pcf 
Annum} of this Sum, in Confideration of the great Expence cf the Munn/ Begum, who has 

Numbers 
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Nutnbcrt of the Fiffiily an4 'Dependants of die deceafiKl Nabob my Father to foppert, and U 
iidcr very heavy Charges, I have appoiotcd her a Monthly Stipend of d,ooo Rup% or 72,000 
” Annual % and as my honoured Mother the Baboo Begum is likewife ftraitened in the fame 
banner in her Allowances, 1 have fixed for her the Sum of 3,000 Rupees per Month, or 36,000 
Annum : The Salary of Sudder ul Hoc Khan I have likewife Intlcd at 6,500 Rupees per 
Month, or 78,000 per Annum ( and that of Rajah Gourdafs at 6,000 per Month, or 72,000 per 
Annum. All thefc Sums needier amount to 2,58,000 Rupees, by which my Income would un- 
dergo a Diminution of 18,000 Rupees per Annum ; I am therefore hopeful that you will be kindly 
leafed to grant 1,500 Rupees per Month, which is 18,000 per Annum^ on Account of the Salary 
of Sudder ul Hoc Khan, who formerly held the Branch of the Office of Naib Nizam, exclufive of 
the Sum of 2,40,000 Rupees, that there may be. no Failure in my Income. 


(QJ 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, thi 

iith May 1778. . 

Confidcred the Governor Generates Motion, made at the laft Meeting. 

Read the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla’s Letter, entered on that Confultatibn. 

Mr, Whcler delivers in his Opinion on this Subjeft, as follows : 

Mr. Wheler — Having already given my Opinion on the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla’s Requeft 
to be declared of Age, and on the feveral Requifitions made by him in his Letter, received nth 
February, and recorded in Confulcation 13d, and declared for many Reafons, I think, a Queftioti 
of fo much Importance ought to be referred to the Court of Diredfors for their Decifion ; it be- 
comes, in a great Mcafure, unneceflary for me to enter into any further Difeuflion of the prefent 
Queftion, at leaft fo far as regards the Nabob’s Rights as Nizam. But I muft confefs my Surprize 
to fee a Letter from him produced at th)a Board, in which he aflumes a Right to difpofc of the 
Company’s Money to his own Family, and appoints People to Offices whofc Conduct may affeft the 
Welfare of all the Inhabitants of thefc Provinces, and whofc Salary is to be paid bv the Company ; 
and this without the Icaft Interference on our Part, or advifing with this Board, in whom the 
governing^ erdering^ and managing the territorial Revenue^ (and confequentfy the Care 
the Inhabitants of tbefe Provinces) is vefted by Law \ whether fuch Perfons are fit for the high Trutt 
to which he has appointed them •, and whether their Appointment meet with our Approbation. 

The 2,40,000 Rupees allowed to Mahomed Reza Khan, and which the Nabob has ^us difpofed 
of, is Pin of Three Lacks of Rupees per Annum, ordered by the Company fbr the Siipt)ort of a 
political Miniftcr of the Circar ; whom they direft fliall be recommended by us to the Nabob : And 
this having already been done in the Perfon of Mahomed Reza Khan, his Appointment confirmed by 
the Nabob, and fince reported to and approved by the Company, I fife no rcafonabic Ground at pre- 
kne for removing him to fubftitutc other Perfons. . i.. c -i. j 

Munny Begum and Baboo Begum have already ample Allowances frdn the Nabobs Stipend, as 
Part of his Family *, and I fee ho Caufc, either from tlicir Circumllances or Situation, that 
our difpofing of the Company’s Property to them. On the above Grounds, I diflent to the Motion 
made by the Governor General ; viz. That the Board do agree to comply with the RequilitiOns ebn- 
tained in the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla’s Letters, now before the Board. * 


Mr. Francis alfo delivers in his Opinion as fbllowsl 

Mr. Francis— By the Governor Generals Letters to the Nabob and to Mahdmcd Reza pin of 
the yih of March, it appears that the latter was difmiflcd from his feveral Offices b^ulc the Nabov 
arrived at Tears orMatUrity ; in Confideration of which, the Board refolved to place the Controul 
of his Houlhold, and of the Courts dependent on the Nizaniut and Fouzdarry, own Hands. 
He now dcfires that another Naib may be appointed to .xceutc thclc Offices} and, fo far 
thinking liimfclf capable of condufting the Bofinefs of the Nizamut, that he even dcfires the AHiit- 
^nce of Raja Gourdafs to manage his Houfehold. On this Propofal 1 lhall only obferve, that if 
Naibs are heceflary, the Rcafon for removing Mahomed Reza Khan is groundlefs, and ufed only as a 

•I'retence for carrying that Point. , , ,, , o i -« o*,- 

'1 he Nabob is alfo plcafed to recommend, that out of Mahomed Reza Khans Salary, 72,000 RtN 
pres a Year fhall be given to Munny Begum, oh account Of licr great ExpCnccs ; ^ his 

Mother, who is faid m be ftraitened in her Allowances. I hcfe Lad.es 

*!ready : But the Nabob may incrcafe their Allowances if be thinks proper} he has ito Right to cn- 
crrafc his Bounty at the Company’s Expence. , , 1,^ 

Not content with diftribut.ng the wliolc of Mahomed ReZa Kh4n s Salary am g , 

«« lS.t .b. Company w.llldd .8.000 Hopo» mo". •■> '**' ZMZ l 

cion Income. Whatever may be the fate of the other Arrangements propoled in this Lettej^^ 1 
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hope the Board will not confent to parchafe the Removal of Mahomed ^<*i^*** additional 

Expence to the Company i as Tniftect to the Company we hate-nd diftrctioiiary Power to give 

away their Property. ‘ ui* u - 

The propofed Allotment of the Salary itfelf, without any Addition W» it^ ta liaWe to a very weighty 
By the Company's General Letter of the 28th Auguft I 77 L Annual Sun) of Thret 
Lacks, of whu h the above Salary makes a Part, was exprcfsly appropri^cd to the Support of a Mi. 
rvilter, who (houUi be appointed to tranfaA il^ Political Affairs at the SirCaf# It is the Salary which 
the Company intended for the Minifter of the Country Government i It i* the Company’s Property, 
and the Nabob has nothing to do with it. When they hear it is no loogcr applied, to the Ufc for 
which it was granted, they will naturally conclude that it has been made a their Trctfury. 

They will never think it poffiblc, until Advice of the Refolution of this Day mall reach them, that 
the Salary which they granted and appropriated to the Support of a Minifter of the GQvcrnmcnc, 
Ihoiild be taken from a Man whofc Appointment to that Station they bad exprcfsly approved of, and 
divided between Xwo old Women, an old Man whom they never heard of, and the Sqji of Nund<« 

I hope thefe Confidcrations will have Weight with the Board. If not, I have done my Duty, and 
am fatisfied the Company will think fo. (Signed) Philip Francis. 

Mr. Barwell — I affent to the GovernorvGencrars Motion. • 

Refolved, That the Nabob’s Requlfitions, which are as follow, be complied wiA : 

ThatSudder-ul-huck-Cawn, and Rajah Gourdafs be direded to repair to Moorlhcdabad, to receive 
Charge of the OHlces intended for them by the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, and to be invefted with 
Khelauts on the Occafion of their Appointment. 

'I'hat Sudder-ul-huck-Cawn be allowed 6,500 per Mcnfem, or 78,000 per Annum, out o( the Sa- 
lary of 2,40,000 per Annum, lately annexed to the Station of Naib Soubah. That Rajah Gour- 
dafs be allowed 6,oco Rupees per Menfem, or 72,000 Rupees per Annum, from the fame Fund: 
That an Allowance of 6,000 Rupees per Mcnfem, or 72,000 per Annum, be made to Munny 
Begum from the fame Fund, for the Support of her Expenccs : That an Allowance of 
pecs per Mcnfem, or |6,ooo Rupees per Annum, be alfomade to the Nabob’s Mother, the Baboo 
Begum, from the fame Fund But as this Fund will be iiffi^cienc to defray all the above Charges, 

Refolved, That 1,500 Rupees per Mcnfem, or 18,000 Rupees per Annum, be added thereto. 

Ordered. That thefe Refolutions be notified to the Chief and Council Moorfiiedabad, and to 
the Refidt^iic at the Durbar, and that the Governor General be requefted to reply accordingly to 
the Nabob’s Letter. ^ ^ 


The following Letters arc accordingly written to the Rcfidcnt at the Durbar, and to the Chief and 
Council at Moorfhcda^iad : 


To William Byam Martin, Efquirc. 

Sir 

WE enclofe for your Information Copy of a Letter which we have received from the Nabob 
Mobareck ul Dowla, of which we thought proper, in Confultation the 5th March, laft to com- 

Nabob having propofed to us fundry Regulations,"* confequent to the Removal of Mahom^ 
Reza Caw’n from the ( 5 fficc of Naib Soubah, we alfo enclofe a Copy of this Letter, and of our Re 0- 
lutions upon it of this Day : In Conformity to which we direft that you apply for the Annual Sum ot 
2,58,000 Rupees from the Chief and Council at Moorfhedabad, in lieu of the Salary latel^y paid to 
Mahomed Reza Cawn •, and iflbe the fame in the Proportions allotted to the difiereot Perfons men- 
tioned by the Nabob. 

Fort Williami Wc are, iec. &c. 

1 ith May 1778. 


To Moorlhedabad. 

Gentlemen, , 

AVe enclofe for your Information Copy of a Letter addreifed to the Governor General by “ 
Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, which wc thought proper in Confultation the 5th March laft, to com- 

The Nabob having propofed to us fundry Arrangements confequent to the Removal of M^omed 
Reza Cawn from the Station of Naib Soubah, wc enclofe a Copy of his Letter on this Subjea, and 
our Refolutions upon it. , . 

Wc dircA, that in Conformity to them you iffue to the Refident at -the Durbar the Annual sum 
of ,2,58,000 R*, in lieu of the Salary lately annexed to the Office of Mahomed Reza Cawn, wnic 
is to ceafe from the Receipt hereof, when the other is to commence. 

Wc are, &C. 


Fort William, 
iith May >778. 


10 
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(R) 

Prtfaft of Letter from the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, to the Court 
* of Direftorsi dated a5th May 1778. 

Par. 12. The Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla has propofed an Arrangement for conducing the Bu- 
fipefs nf the Nizaniuc and Foufdarry, to which we have given our Concurrence. We beg Leave to 
retcryf^o tu the Confultations for the Particulars of his Requifitions, and our Opinions upon them ; i,tk Miy. 
remarLn^ '.ipv m tnis Place, tlut they are in Subftance as follow: 

Sudder ul Huck Cawn is appoio'cd Naib of the Adawlut and Fouzdarry Departments, with a 
Salary of Stupecs Seventy-eight thoufand per Annum 1 Raja Gourdafs is Rationed in the Office of 
Naib of the Nizamut, with a Salary cf Rupees Seventy-two thoufand per Annum t The Allowances 
of Munny Begum, for the Support of the Family of the late Nabob Jafficr Ally Cawn, are increaled 
by the Addition of Seventy-two thoufand Rupeci per Annum j and thofe of Baboo Begum by the 
Sum of Thirty- 0 x thoufind Rupees per Annum. 

ij, As thele Difbur'ements exceed the Amount of the Salary lately allowed to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, by the Sum of Eighteen thoufand Rupees a Year, we have ordered that Difference to be 
granted for the Purpofes to which the Nabob has been plcafcd to propofc the Application of it. 


(S) 

From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla i Received 25th Auguftj 

The Excellency of that Policy by which her Highrtefs the Begum (may her Shadow be far extended ! ) 
formerly, during the Time of her Admbiftration, tranfaiffcd the Affairs of the Nizamut in the very 
bed .ind moft advantageous Manner, was, by Means of the Dclufions of Enemies, difguifed under the 
Appearance of friends, hidden from me. Having lately ferioufly reflected on my own Affairs, I am 
convinced that it was the Effed of maternal Affeiffion, was highly proper and for my Intcrcll j 
and that except th^ laid Begum is again invefted with the Adminiftration, the Regulation and Prof- 
perity of this Family, which is in Fa6l her own, cannot be effected : For this Caufc, from the Time of 
her Sufpcnfion till now, 1 have paffed my Time, and do I'o Itill, in great Trouble and Unealinefs. 
As all Affairs, and particularly the Happinefs and Profperity of this Family, depend on your Pica- 
fure, I now trouble you, in Hopes that you likewifc concurring in this Point, will be fo kind as to 
write in fit and proper Terms to her Highnefs ihe Begum, that (lie will always, as formerly, em- 
ploy her Authority in the Adminiftration of the Nizamut and the Affairs of this Family : Ihis will 
be productive of the greateft Benefit, and will confer the higheft Obligation on me. 


(T) 

From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla: Received 30th Auguft 1777* 

Knowing it for my Intcrcll and Advantage that the Adminiftration of the Affairs of the Nizamut 
Ihould be reftored to her Highnefs the Munny Begum, 1 have already troubled you with my Re- 
quell, that regarding my Situation with an Eye of Favour, you will approve of this Mcalurc. 

I am credibly informed that fome one of my Enemies, from fclhffi Views, has, for the Purpofe of 
overfetfmg this Mcafure, written you that the faid Begum pro^red from me, by Artifice, * 

wrote you on this Subjed: : This caufes me the greateft Aftonilhmcnt. Pleafc to confider, hat Artffice 
and Delufion arc confined to Cheats and Impoftors, and can never proceed from a 
exalted Rank, who is the Head and Patron of all the Family of the dcccafed Nabob my ^ 
that to be deluded, being a Proof of Weaknefs and Folly, can have no Relation to me, the 

Inventor of this Report confiders me as void of Undcrftanding, and has 

demcn as a Blockhead and an Idiot. God knows how harlhly luch Exprcfiions "FP'J ^ ^ 

the Tr,uthor Fallhood has not yet been fully afccrtaincd, I hay* therefore mtdc w 

Satisfaftion : Should it be true, be fo kind as to inform me of it, that the ^ ^ 

tnfwer for it. At all Events it is the Duty of Fricndlhip and Wifuom to ffi/ dways, 

lions of my ftandcrous Enemies, and to write very fully and f'^hTch L irFa^ 

as formerly, condua, by her own Authority, tlie Affairs of' the Nizamut, which is in FaCl her 

Family. 




Sw.. Com. Rbii. V, 


(V) From 
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(V) 

From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla : Received 3d September. 

Knowing it both for my own Intcrefl and that of all the Conncdlions of the deceafed Nabob 
well as for the Profperity of my Family, that the Munny Begum Ihould be placed at the Head of 
the Nizamut, I have already repeatedly addrefled myi'elf to you for your Approbation of this Mca 
furc : In what Light, except Unkindnefs, can I confidLr your total Inattention thereto ? 

• Do me the Juliicc to refleft, that this Meafure is calculated entirely for the Promotion of my Jn 
tereft ; and no pc^fllble Difadvantage can accrue therefrom to the Company, to induce you to oppof 
or difapprove of it. With what Juftice therefore can you refule your Compliance with this Meafure^ 
and leave the Adminiftration of the Affairs of the Nizamut in the Hands of a Stranger, with who * 
I^an) much difeontented, inftead of placing it in the Hands of the Begum, who is the Head and 
Patronefs of my Family ? I hope that, turning your Attention to my Happinefs, you will be fo kind 
as to give your fpcedy Confent to this Meafure, and write to the Begum that Ihe take on hcrfelf the 
foie Adminiftration of all the Affairs of the Nizamut, which are in Fail her own, as long as I continue 
on the Mufnud, ^ 


(U) 

From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla : Received 17th November 1777. 

I have already repeatedly written you, that I can on no Account be fatished that the Adminiftra-' 
tion of the Nizamut Affairs fliould be veiled in Mozuffer Jung, whilft her Highnefs the Munny Be- 
gum, who is the Head and Patronefs of the Family of my deceafed Fatlier, is living ; yet you have 
ncvcrthclefs negle(fted to pay Attention to my Situation, and have left my. Family under the Manat'c- 
ment of the atorefaid Pcrlon } which is not only dilhonourable and difgraccful to me, but highly detri- 
mental to my Affairs. 

For Injftancc, Mozuffur Jung has lately told every Body, in a Strain of Irony, “ Let him (meaning 
“ me) firll fecure the Point concerning which he has written Letters to the Governor, and then take 

on himfclf the Adminiftration of the Affairs of ttie Nizamut j but till this happens the Power is in 
“ my Hands.” 

Rcfleil, my Patron, how great Uneafinefs fuch Speeches muft occafion to me. Before this, he has 
alfo frequently made ufe of ExprcfTions in the higheft Degree infuffcrable, which I have informed you 
of i but I am at a Lofs to conceive on what Principles of Juftice you confent to my Difhonour .nnd De- 
triment, in an Affair wherein your Compliance with my Defire could not be in the Icaft Degree hurtful 
to the Company, and would be of Advantage to me, and prefer the Satisfaflion of Mozuffur Jung. 

I am hopeful you will not keep me longer in this painful Sufpence, but will be kindly plcufe I to 
write immediately to the Munny Begum, that Ihe take on hcrfclf the Adminiftration of the Affairs 
of the Nizamut, which is in Fa6l her own Family, without the Interference of any other Perfun what- 
ever : By this you will give me complete Satisfaction. 


(W) 

To theNabob Mobareck ul Dowla: Written 7th March 1778. 

I have received your Letter, containing your Defire to take on yourfelf the Management of your 
own Affairs w ich having been laid betore the Board for their Confideration, it has been agrrcd, 
your Excellency being now arrived at Years of Maturity, that in future the Comroul ot your own 
Houfehold, of the Courts dependent on the Nizamut and Foujedarry, be placed in your Hands. 
Intimation of this Refolution has been tranlrnittcd to Mahomed Reza Khan, who will accordingly re* 
fign his Authority to you. Bat as an immediate Change might be attended with dangerous uonfe- 
j^uenccs to the peace and good Order of the Country, I requdl that you will permit all the 
prelent Judges and Officers of the Nizamut and Foujedarry Adawluts, and of the Ftnijedarry, to 
continue in Office until you (hall have formed a Plan for a new Arrangement of thole Offices ; 
which, when finilhed, I requcll your Excellency will fend to me for my Information, and allow me 
to offer my Sentiments upon it before u be carried into Execution. 


(X) To 
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(X) 


'To Mahomed Rcza Khan : Written 7th March tyyS. 

It having been refolved by the Board, in confequence of repeated Applications from the Nabob 
Mobareck ul Dowla, and Confide ration of his being arrived at Years ot Maturity, to place the 
Controul of his Houfchold, and of the Courts dependent on the Niza nut, and of the Foujedarry, in 
Jiis own Hands, you will be pleafed to rcfign your Authority to hnn. 

The Nabob will of courfc continue you and all the prefent Jud.>es and Officers of the Nizamut 
and Foujedarry Adawluts, and of the Foujedarry, in your rcljjective Offices, until a new Arrange- 
ment of thofc Offices is foruied } and you will continue to attend to the Duties of your Station as 
formerly. 


(V) 

To Munny Begum : Written 7th March 1778. 
Informing her of the Refolutioii of the Board contained in the above Letters; 

4 - 


(Z) 

To the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla : Written 17th March. 

As the Management and Controul of the Bufinefs of the Nizamut and Foujedarry is now vefted 
in your Highrtfs, M^. Martin, who has refided on the Fart of the Company at rfie Dm bar, will 
attend your Highneis in this Capacity, I requefl: that your Hi^^hncls will conlider him tt)y Kepre* 
fent.nve, and confer with him, without Rrl'crvt-, on fiK h Circumfbnces as may occur; and that 
you will commit to him lucli Matters as your Higfmefs may not have Cccalinn to write youilelf, that 
he may ip p .rt them to me. This Gentleman poflelies my Fricndlhip, and I hope he will enjoys 
as he defervts, yours. 


( Aaj 

Extraft of General Letter to Bengal •, dated 4th February 1779. 

Ear. 8. We by no Means approve your late Proceedirgson the Application ol the Nabob Mobareck 
ul Dowla, for the Kemoval (it he N.iib Soubadar. 1 he Rcquifition of Mobareck ul llowJa was im- 
proper and unfriendly; becaule he mult have known, that the late Appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Khan to the Office or Naib Soubadar, had been maikcd with the Company’s fpeci.il Approba- 
tion ; and that the Court of Dut'^or'- a£urfd htm of their havour, fo lon^ as a fittn Attachment to the 
Company's Interejt, and a proper Dip har^e op the Duties 0) his Station, Jhould render hint worthy of their Pro- 
tehiion. We therefore repeat oui l^tci.iratu^n, that to require the OiliTiifilon of a FrirriC Minillcr thus 
circumftanced, without pioducing the Imallell Proof of his Infidelity to the Company, or venturing 
to charge him with one Inilance of Mai-adminiflration in the Difchargc of liis Public Duty, was 
improper, and inconfiftent with the Fricndlhip iubfilling between the Nabob of Bengal and the 

Company. ■ u l, 

9. Admitting the Nab. b’s Complaint, that Mahomed Rezah Khan is not connected with him 
by relative Ties, to be well founded, it by no Means follows, that he has been deficient in Duty 
or fincere Attachment to him, or that his Power is oppreffivc and diflioncnir.tblc to the Nabob and 
his Family ; nor can Affertions of this Nature, unattended by Proof, have any Weight with u% 

10. In regard to the Nabob’s Claim, to take Charge of his own Affairs meiely becaiilc he is of 

Age, and thinks himfelf capable of conduifling them; we find it declared by one of your Menn- 
bers, and not contradidled, that he knew with Certainty, that the Nabob is in his own i erlon utterly 
incapable of executing any of thofc Offices which were deemed of efferttial Impi;rtantc to the Welfare 
of the Country ; and we are forry to find, that neither this Declaration, nor the I of 1 wo 

Members of the Council, Icem to have been thought worthy of an Anlwcr, or even of Confideracon, 
by the Majority of the Board. 


Jl. The 
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^ it. The Nabob hopes, from your Favour and Regard to to be delivered from the Au. 

^ thorny of Mahomed Reza Khan •, he ventures to declare the Company folcly indebted to the warm 
Support ot his Ancejlcrss for their pre.ent Greatnefs and Advantages : He claims the Management 
and Adminiftration of the Soubahdarrie as his Right; and fays, it will be highly inequitable in the 
Company to refulo their Approbation to his Requeft, 

41 ^ 12 . We ptis over thefe extraordinary Suggeltions of the Nabob without Reply; only obferving, 
in Juftice to him and ourlelves, we mull take the bell Care in our Power of the Peace and in! 
Ifernal good Government of the Country ; and we arc net dilpoted to hazard the EffeAs wbick might 
pc occafioned, by committing the entire Management thereof to his Inexperience, wkhout enjoining 
him to accept fuch AfTiftancc, and to employ fuch Minifters about his Perfon, as may be deemed 
hcccffary on the Part of the Ea(t India Company. 

13. The 23d February we find that the Nabob’s Letter, and aQtieftion thereon, were circulated to 
the different Members of the Board, for their Opinions, to be taken at the next Meeting of 
Council; which Meeting happened on the 2d of March; but one of the Members being indifpolcd, 
did not attend at the Board. 

14. We have carefully noticed your Debates on the Subjeft. The Refolution of Council of that 
Day^ (tat the Nabob's Letters ftjould be referred to the Deeijion of the Court of Direbiors^ and that no 
Refolution Jhould be taken in Bengal on his Requifitionsy without our fpecial Orders and InflrutUons^ ap- 
pears to us very proper ; we mull therefore exprefs our Difapprobation on finding the faid Rel’oiu- 
tion refeinded, on the frivolous Pleas urged by the Majority of the Board, Three Days after- 
Wards# 

15. If the Abfcnce of a Member of Council were fufficient to preclude the Difcufiion of any Sub. 
jeft, which m’ght have been referred for Confideration by a former Board, or to invalidate Refolutions 
taken during fuch Abfence, it would be in the Power of any Member etfeftii^lly to defeat the Fnds 
propofed by the Inftitution of a Council, and to put a total Stop to Public Bufinefs, whenever he 
thinks proper. We (hall not wade Time in refuting Claims of Privilege advanced on this Occafion, 
becaufe they appear to us unworthy of Confideration, and beneath all Argument. 

16. The Nabob having intimated that he had repeatedly dated the Trouble and Uneafinefs which 
he had lufFercd from the Naibfhip ot the Nizamut being vefted in Mahomed Reza Khan, we 
obferve one of the Members of your Board defired the Nabob’s repeated Letters on the Sub;eik 
might be read ; but this reafonablc Requed was overruled, a Plea ot faviiig the Board’s Tune; 
which we can by no Means admit as a fufficient Objection. 

17. Th^ Nabob’s Letters of the 25th and 30th of Augud, of the 3d of September, and 17th of 
November, leave us no Doubt of the true Dcfign of this extraordinary Bufinefs being to bring for- 
ward Munny Begum, and again to inved her with improper Power and Influence; notwithflanding 
our former Declaration, that fo great a Part of the Nabob’s Allowance had been cnibezzled or mif- 
applicd under her Supcrintcndance. 

1 8. Indcad of your declaring, that the Nabob’s Demands were grounded on pofitive Rights which 
will not admit of Difcufllon, that the Nizamut is his Inheritance, that the Depei dants of the 
Nizamut Adawlut and Foujedarry appertain to that Inheritance ; that, as he is plcafed to demand 
and aflert the poficivc Rights of his Office, as N zam of the Provinces, there is no Ground tor 
denying his Requed; and that a Reference to the Company would be an Evalion unbecoming the 
Honour of Government; — the Nabob might have been reminded, that a Naib Soubadar was ap- 
pointed, and the Office continued without Interruption or Objedtion, during the Government ot his 
Anccdors, who mud have been fuppofed more capable of governing the Provinces than a Youth 
of 20 Years of Age, 

19. You have requeded this unexperienced young Man to permit all the prefent Judges and 
Officers of the Nizamut and Foujedarry A^dawluis, or Courts ot Criminal Judice, and alfo all the 
Foujcdarrics or Officers appointed to guard the Peace of the Country, to continue in Office until 
he the Nabob (hall have termed a Plan for a new Arrangement of thofc Officers ; And it is with 
equal Surprize and Concern, that we obferve this Requed introduced, and the Nabob’s odrnfiblc 
Rights fo folcmnly aflerted at this Period, by our Governor General, becaufe on a late Occafion, 
to lerve a very different Purpofc, he has not fcruplcd to declare it as vijible as the Light of the Sun^ 
that the Nabob is a mere Pageant^ ani^without even the Shadow of Authority, No Circumdance has 
happened fince that Declaration was made, to render the Nabob more independant, nor to give him 
any additional Degree of Power or Confcquencc : You mud therefore have been well apprized 
that your late Conceffions to Mobarcck ul Dowla were unncccflary, and as fuch unwar- 
rantable. 

20. As we deem it for the Welfare of the Country, that the Office of Naib Soubadar be for 

prefent continued, and that this high Office (hould be filled by a Perfon of Wifdom, Expe- 
rience, and of approved Fidelity to the Company, and as we have no Reafon to alter ^hc Opinion 
given of Mahomed Reza Khan, in our Letter of the 24th of December 1776,' we pofitivcly direft 
that you forthwith figniry to ihe Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla our Plcafure, that Ma|iomed Reza 
Khan be immediately redored to the Office of Narb Soubadar ; and we further dueft, xh%i Mahomed 
Reza Khan be again aflTured of the Continuance of our Favour, fo long as a firm Attachment to 
the Intcred of the Compn^y, and a proper Difcharge of the Duties of his Station, fliall render him 
worthy of ovir ProtcAionl 


2 


(B a) Extra* 



APPENDIX, N* 6. (Ba) (Ca) 


( B a ) 

ExtraA of General Letter to Bengal, dated 27th May 1779. 

Par. Jt. lo the aoth Paragraph of our Letter of the 4th February 1779, we ordered, tha^ 
Mahomed Reza Khan Ihould be immediately reftored to the Office of Naib Soubadar ; and it is our,, 
Pleafore, that the Allowance enjoyed by Mahomed Reza Khan at the Time of his late Removal* 
from his Office, be continued and paid to him from the Day of the Arrival of our faid Order of » 
the 4th of February 1779. 

36. In the 17th Paragraph of our Lettfcr of the 4th of February 1779, we fignificd our Appre- 
henfion, that the Removal ^of Mahomed Heza Khan was intended in order to bring forward Mun« 
ny Begum •, the Event has juftified the Suppofition ; but having ordered Mahomed Reza Kh-m to be 
reftored, and his Salary to commence on the Day of the Arrival of our Letter of the 4th February 
at Fort William, we now direft, and it is our pofitive Order, that the Salary of 78,000 Rupees 
per Annum granted -.by you to judder Ul Huck Khan, of 72,000 R* per Annum granted to 
Rajah Gourdafi as Naib of the Nizamut, and the Increafe or additional Amount of 72,000 R* 
per Annum granted to Munny Begum, alfo of 36,000 Rupees per Annum added to the Allowance of 
Baboo Begum, be entirely ftruck off and difeontinued from the Day of the Arrival of our faid 
Letter of the 4th February 1779 » you not, on any Account or Pretence whatever, make 

any additional Allowances or Payments to any of the above Perfons, or to any Perfon or Perfoiis 
to be employed in the Nabob’s Houfliold or about his Perfon, or to tranfad the Affairs of his Ex- 
cellency, contrary to the Letter and Spirit of thefe our Inftrudions. 


( Ca ) 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the ^^rnor Gener|l aod Council, in their Public Dcpartiwnt> 

' lad November 1779. 

Read again the General Letters from the Honourable the Court of Dirc6lorS| received at the 
laft Meeting. 

Ordered, That the Paragraphs be diftributed in the following Manner: 

Par. 8 to ao. Refpedting the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla and Mahomed Reza Cawn. 

Mr, Francis — I move, that the Company’s Orders for the immediate Rc-inftaicmcnt of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn in the Office he held in January 1778, be carried into Execution-, and that a Copy of 
the laft Paragraph of the. Company’s Letter of the 4th February I779» together with an exaft Per- 
fian Tranflation thereof, be tranfmitted to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla and to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, with a Rcquifition on the Part of the Governor General and Council to the Nabob, to con- 
form to the Injunftions of the Court of Dircdlors exprefled in that Paragraph. This Motion, of 
courlc, fuppofes that the Governor General fhall be requefted to fignify the Rclblution ot the Board 
on this Subjc<f>, in the ufual Manner, by Letter to the Nabob. 

Mr. Whelcr — I agree to the Motion. 

Governor Gcncral—I muft beg L.cavc to decline an immediate Anlwcr to the Motion, which 1 
will deliver at our next Meeting, which it has been agreed (hall be held 1 o- morrow Morning, 

Mr. Francis — I Wiuft beg that a formal Kefolution on the Motion may be taken now. It could 
not be unexpefted, aa 4 the more fo as I particularly requefted Mr. Barwcll to ftay ; I cannot there- 
fore be fufpcilcd of Want of Candour in preffing for the Refolution now : I come determined to 
agitate it. 

Governor General— Since Mr. Francis, taking an Advantage of the Abfence of one of the 
Members, has inftfted on an immediate Dccifion of the Queftion, I am compelled to give my Af- 
firmative or Negative to it *, I have declared that I am notv^mc prepared to deliver my Opinion 
upon a Subjeft of fo much Delicacy, and involving fo many Confequences. I (houlcl have been 
glad to have been allowed fome Time to confider the Nature and Tendency of the Order, and to 
have accommodated the Execution of it to all the Circumftances which, ought to be taken into 
Confidcration in the Determination upon it. The Time that I have required is but the Ih^r^ Inter- 
val between this Hour of Three in the Afternoon and the Hour of Ten To-morrow Morning ^ 
however, as* rfie' Privilege is now denied hie, 1 (ball in this Place, and at this Time, firnply contend, 
myfclf witit delivering my Negative to the Motion^ in the Terms in which it is made. 

Mr. Francis — I could have no Idea of* availing myfclf of Mr. Barwell’s Abience -, every. Gentle- 
man at the Board, I believe, heard me folicit him to ftay, much lefs could I have a View of fur- 
prizing the Governor General on a Stabjedt on which he might be unprepared. 1 he Company s 
Letter was received on Saturday the xjth Inftant, though it has happened that 1 myieJr did not lee 
it till Fridlay laft, ^ j 

Refolvcd that the Company’s Orders for the immediate Rc-inftatement of Mahomed Reza Cawn. 
Sei.Com.Rsp. V. Ff 
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in the Offices he held in January 1778, be carried into Execution ; and that a Copy of th(|^jl 
Paragraph of the Company’s Letter of the 4th February 1779, together wjih an exaft Pc«&n 
ran flat ion thereof, be tranimitted to the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla and to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, with a Requifition on the Pan of the Governor General and Council to the Nabob, to 
conform to the Injunaions of the Court of Direaors exprelTcd in that Paragraph. 


(Da) 

Extraa of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, the 

23d November 1779. 

The Governor General moves, That the 8th, &c. to 20th Paragraphs of the General Letter by 
the General Barker, dated 4th February 1779, with Mr. Francis’s Motion, and the Refolution of 
the Board thereon, be again read. 

Read the faid Paragraphs, Motion, and Kelplution. 

The Governor General moves. That the Opinions of the Members of the Board be taken, whe- 
ther the above Refolution (hall be approved f 

Mr. Wheler— I fhould be glad to afk the Governor General, Whether he makes this Motion 
upon the Principles of confirming the Minutes of the former Council, or on Account of the Ab- 
fence of Mr. Barwcll at the 'I'ime this Qiieftion was debated. 

Governor General — I have put the Queftion conformably to the Conftitutional and aftually 
exifiing Rule of this Government, that all Afls and Orders pafled at any Meeting of the Board, 
fhall be approved in the fuccccding Council to give them their Sandlion } and I avaiLmyfelf of this 
Right on Account of the Advantage which was Yellerday taken of Mr. Barwcll’s Ablcnce, 

Mr. Wheler — 1 am very forry to be under the Neceffity of obferving, that although I have had 
the Honour of fitting at this Board near Two Years, it is, to the beft ot my Recolledlion, the very 
firft Inftance that the Order necclTary to give a Sandliqn to our Proceedings, as defCHbed by the 
Governor General, has been complied with 5 and in the Sei^e I believe it is now meant, I fee no Oc- 
cafion for the prefent Queftion, and therefore jam againft ifLj^ 

Governor General— It is not neceflary that this Form IhdfB'oe obferved in every Inftance. It is 
always fuppofed, when the Members of the Board tacitly agree to the Omiffion of it, the formular 
Preface of every Confultation being fufficient to imply it. * , l 

Mr. Wheler— The Minutes of every Board or Public Affembly that I have had the Honour to 
attend, are conftantly read at a fubfeciuent Meeting of fuch Board or Affembly, in order that each 
Member may be fully fatisfied that what he has faid, or entered upon the Records of in* former 
Meeting, is faithfully reprefented and tranferibed i but I know not a fingle Inftance when the Mi- 
nutes of any Board or Affembly have been read at a fubfequent Meeting, with .a View to overfet 
the Refolution of a former Meeting : If that was admitted in numerous Affembrie.s, no Queftion 
could ever be finally decided. The Objeflion, in my Opinion of it, is fo meant, holds equally 
ftrong, and I am convinced will be treated with equal Difguft by our Superiors, as they have already 
treated an Adi not very diflimilar to this. 

Mr. Francis — The Refolution taken Ycfterday was legal and compleat : It wants no Confirma- 
tion, though it may be reverfed. The official Form obferved in the Proceedings of the former 
Governmenf, and continued under ours, is merely a Form v and fo little is it ever regarded, that the 
Orders of one Council arc conftantly executed, if the Time permits, before the Meeting of the 
next. Mr. Wheler has affigned the true and only Reafon for the Obfervance of fuch..a Form. What- 
ever Ufe or Convenience there may be in continuing to obferve it againft a pofiti# Provifion of an 
Adi of Parliament, made fince the Form in queftion was firft inftituted, |ind r^ich of coprfc fuper- 
fedes it, if in Reality it had ever had the Effcdl and Operation which tl^ Governor General now 
attributes to it, the Law fays, “ That in all Cafes whatfoever wherein ariy Difference of Opinion 
“ lhall arife upon any Queftion propofed in any Confultation, the faid Governor General and Council 
“ lhall be bound and concluded by the Opinion and Decifion of the major Part of thofe prelent,*' The 
Conclufion by which the Council is bound, is inftant and abfolute j there is no Reference to the 
Confirmation of a fubfequent Meeting. 1 am forty the Governor General Ihould repeat an Objedtion 
already, as I think, completely anfwercd : I am not to blame if Mr. Barwcll, notwithftanding mv 
urgent Requeft to the contrary, left the Board Ycfterday at an early Hour : I Ihould have been much 
better picaled that he had ftaid j bccaufe I Ihould then have the Labour: of One Debate only, inftead 
of Two. On this Part of the Subjedl I need fay nothing more, fince the Court of l^ndlors them- 
ielves have taken it up in a fimilar Inftance, and given their Opinion decidedly upon itv^n the 15th 
Paragraph of the Letter now before us. I am agSnft the Queftion. * 

Mr. Barwcll — Had the Refolution limply gone to the Execution of the Company's Order, from 
the Sentiments delivered by the Governor General at the laft Meeting, the prefent Queftioti would not 
have been agitated •, his Objedlions to Mr. Francis’s Motion ftrike me as confined to the. Mode that 
Motion preferibes for carrying thefc Orders into Execution. Mr. Francis's Motion, in my Opinioo, 

conveys fuch Sentiments as arc not authorized by the Company’s Letter. In th* Body of the M®* 
' . tlOP 
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tion Words; “With the Rcquifition of the Governor General and Council to tl>c Nabob 

.. to conform to the Injunaions of the Court of Direftors.” I know of no Injundions that the Com* 
pany hive laid on the Natob •, and I imagine the Ufc of any offirnfive Terms, or improper Manage- 
mcnr, on a Sub)ea of lo delicate a Nature, wouM be highly reprehenfible •. I therefore vote for re- 
icinding the Rclolotion of the laft Council, fo far as regards the Mode of executing the Orders of 
the Company, but no farther-, 1 agree to the Motion, that the Order be executed, but am for leav- 
ing the Manner of doing it to the Difcretion of the Governor General. From nothing that the Go- 
vernor General has urged in the Courfc of the Debate of Yeftcrday, do I perceive the leaft Difpoft. 
lion in him to decline the Inltrudlions which the Company have been pleafcd to give, relative to the 
Naib Souba. 

Governor General — With all the Refpe^k and Submiflion which I owe and feci for tlic Authority 
of the Court of Direftors, I muft declare, that I lhall not yield even to that Authority in any Inttance 
in which it lhall require my ConcelTion of the Rights which I hold under an Ad of Parliament. 
Thofc Rights arc formal Obligations, with which 1 am not permitted to difpenfe j neither can I op* 
tionally relinquifli my own Claim to a Pradicc which was followed by Mr. Francis himfclf, when he 
formed one of a Majority of the Council, and which received the Approbation of the Court of Di- 
rtdors themfelvcs. 1 acknowledge the Obligation wliich I owe to Mr. Francis, for the Trouble he 
has taken in helping me to One Inftancc, in Confulcation 14 th September 1775 , In which a Kefolu- 
tion paired at the preceding Confultation, which was contrary to the Senfe and general Tenor of the 
Mcalures propfed by the ruling Members of the Board, was refeinded by a Motion introduced by 
the following Motion, formally made by myfclf -, viz. “The Governor General moves, that the Sub- 
“ jed be re-confidered -, and that the Opinion of the Board be taken, whether the Orders written to 
“ the Commanding Officer of the ad Brigade, lhall be conbrmed or repealed.” 

If this Mode is illegal or irregular, it was equally lb at that Time ; but Mr. Francis then made no 
Objedion to it ; but in the Opinion delivered upon my Motion, fimply faid, he thought the Order 
Ihould be repealed! 1 recoiled that ftmilar Motions were made, cither by Mr. Francis or by the 
other Members of the Majority in concert with him, for reading and confirming the Proceedings held 
by them during the Abfence of Mr. Barwell and myfelf, both in this and in the Revenue Depart- 
ment i I will not take up the Tinnc of the Board in looking out for the Inftances, but lhall dcfire 
the Secretary to annex them to this Minute. ,Tlic evident Intent of thefe Motions was to authenti- 
cate all the Ads which were confidcrcd?^ the Members of the Majority as titc legal Ads of the 
Board, but difputcd and difavowed by h^'^Barwell and myfclf, and by obtaining fuch a formal 
Approbation of them, to remove the Objedions which had been made, or which might be, againft 
their Validity. Refpeding the Queftion now before the Board, 1 difapprove of the Refolution as 
not being warranted by the Orders of the Court of Diredors, and I think it would be dilin- 
genuous and unjuR in this Board, to exceed the pofitive Orders of the Company, in annulling 
a Conceffion made by them to the Nabob and acknowledged as his Due. 


Inftances qubted Irt the foregoing Minute. 

Revenue Department Proceedings, 17th and 21ft March, and ift April, 1775. 

Mr. Francis— The Governor General has very fully proved a Propofition, which has never been 
dlFpoted, That a Refolution taken at one Board may be reverfed at the next : 1 muft have loft my 
Memory and .my Senfes if 1 had denied it, I do not make Profcllion of fuch extraordinary Candour 
as t 6 furnilh an Opponent with Arguments againft myfelf. In pointing out to the Governor General 
the Confultation tlie 14 th September 1775. I meant to give him an Inftancc in Point, which I thought 
eftablilhed a Conclufiufl diredly the Keverfe of that which he has drawn from it. The Court of 
Direftors will find, in the Proceedings of that Day, that I entered a Diflcnt and Proteft againft a 
Kelblution taken at the prtteeding Council, but that I neither difputcd its Validity, nor propofed to 
reverfe, or even to re-confider it : The Propofition for that Purpofe came from the Governor General 
himlelf, and was ftn 6 tly regular and legal. It would have been in Point to prove, that in the Cale 
in queftion I infifted that the Refolution of the preceding Day wanted the Confirmation of the next, 
and that on that Ground 1 had propofed to rc-confidcr it ; ^AMth tefpedt to the prefertt Queftion, the 
Inftancc proves nothing. In tht other Examples quoted by the Governor General, and which I per- 
feaiy remember, the Faft was this : The Legality of the feparate Meetings held by General Cla- 
vering. Colonel Monfbn, and myfclf, was itfeif exprefsly and formally denied-, that Rcafon alone, 

I prefume, induced General Clavering to propofe to Colonel Monfon and myfelf, to agree, that the 
Refolutions taken in fuch feparate Meetings (hould be confirmed at the next full Meeting of the 
Board j whether fuch Confirmation was necelTary or not, the Example does not fupport the Gover-. 
nor General’s Argument. The Queftion now is, Whf^^hcr Adis done at a Meeting or the Board, 
confelTedly regular and legal, require any fubfequent Confirmation ? not, whether fuch Meeting itjclf 
was or was not legal ? But fetting afidc this Sort of Argument, no Precedents prove any thing 
againft a pofitive Right, cfpecially when that Right itfeif is nothin Rfuf • We may go on tor any 
1-ength of Time, by Negligence or Argument, in following Forms which nobody regards. T c 
Queftion is not fairly in Ifl'ue, until they are formally infifted upon and denied, and Ibme important. 
Wc attempted to be made of them. If the Motion I made Ycfterffiiy did not correfpond with the 
tJovernor Gencrars Idea of ihc Senfe of the Company’s Orders, 1 (hould have held myfclf indebted 

7 ** 



A P P E N D I X, - N* ^ (D a) 

to him for any Amendment he might have thought fit to propofe, and afluredly I Ihould hai^; 
it the moft rcfpedfiil Attention. I’he profound Silence he ohi'erved made it impoiTible 
judge whether his Objedtions went 19 the Whole of the Motion, to any Part of it, or merely to*^,!** 
Form propol'ed of carrying the Company’s Orders into Execution, ^ 

Governor General — Whatever Doubts were entertained of the Legality of the Adfs done bv 
Part of the Board after my Declaration of the DilTolution of the adlual Meeting, thefe Doubts wL* 
not entertained by Mr. Francis, who declared the Adis to be legal therefore, with refpeft to thenf 
the fubfequent Motion and Order, to read and approve thefe Proceedings, could not be conftrued as in* 
tended to give them that Legality which they wanted, though they might be covertly fo intended bv 
the Application of an ancient conllitutional Form to that Elfcft. But 1 will here dole my Part‘Ofth^ 
Argument, fince 1 perceive that we difpute only on Words. Mr. Francis admitting that a Relblution 
taken at one Board may be revoked at the next, I offer to bis Option the Motion which I have a|. 
ready made, or the Motion which I now make, TJbat the former Refolutian be reverfed ; and here declare 
my Opinion for revifing the former Relblution : Mr. Harwell has already done it in 'lerms. I con- 
fels that in this Propofal I am irregular, but 1 had rather incur that Imputation tlian fuflFcr the Time 
of the Board to be any longer wa(l<.d by a fruitlefs and a veibal Debate. 

I.n this Place I lhall beg Leave to contrail my own Condudl with Mr. Francis’s ; that fince I have 
been a Member of this, or any other Government, 1 have never, in One fingle Inllance, if I may truft 
to my own Memory and the fullcll Convidlion of what I alTert, defeended to a Pradice which I 
Ihould have held unworthy of my own Principles, of which 1 have had too frequent Occafion to 
complain in Mr. Francis, by faking the Advantage of an occafional and accidental Majority, to carry 
any Meafurc contrary to the Senfe of the ruling Members ; Even in the firll Inllance which 1 have 
quoted, introduced a Qucllion for the Sake ot giving ConfnT ncy to the Orders of the Board, al- 
though it was procluiflive and intended of the Repeal of a Relblution of the Board, which had re- 
ceived my Concurrence at the former Meeting of it, 

Mr, Francis— I obje<a to both the Motions, though for different Rcafons ; I obiedl to reverfing 
the Refolution, becaule I deem it a moll unwarrantable Exercife of a Power, the Exiltcncc of which 
I am obligctl to admit ; no fpccific Rcafon is yet affigned for it. To the Uarr Part of the Go- 
vernor General’s lad Minute, I lhall only lay, that I'hope I (hail not always lufflr in a Compariton 
between his Principles of A£lion and mine, if he has had too frequent Keafon to complain ot my 
taking Advantage of accidental Majorities. The Word ‘^frequent ” mull reter to moie Inllances 
than Two. It will roll with him to produce more Inllancet, if there are any ; I myiclf know of none 
in which he has loll any Qucllion by Mr. Harwell’s 'Abfence, but that at prefent before us, and 
the former one of the zd March 1778, on the lame Subjeft. 

The Refolution which the Governor General propoled to have rc-confidered on the 14th Sep- 
tember 1775, inteirupted a Scries of Meafurcs formed upon a different Principle, I think he did 
right in propofing ta rc-confidcr it. This is a fingle Aifl, which has no Conneftion with any thing 

Refolved, That the Refolution of Yellcrday, viz, “ That the Company’s Orders for the 
» immediate Ue iHlktement of Mahomed Reza Cawn in the Offices he held in January 17-8 be 
» carried into Execution •, and that a Copy of the laft Paragraph of the Company’s Letter of the 
nt' . ^ 1779. together with an exaft Perfian Tranfiation thereof, be tranfmitted to the 

Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla and to Mahomed Reza Cawn, with a Requifition, on the Part of the 
Governor General and Council to the Nabob, to confor.m to the Injondions of the Court of Direo 
“ tors, exprelfcd in that Paragraph,” be reverfed. 

1 he Governor General moves, I hat the Plcafure of the Court of Diredors, fienified in the 20th 
1 aragraph ol the General Letter of the 4th February laft, and the Alfurancc therein direded to be 
given to Mahomed Reza Cawn, be communicated to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla and to Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn, in the Words of the General Letter, 

Mr, Francis— I have no Objedion to the Motion, as far as it goes ; but if the Communication of 
the Company s Intentions be not accompanied by a formal Requifition from this Government, it is 
not impollible that ^cy may be defeated. I therefore move the following Addition to the- Motion, 
1 hat the Governor General be requefted to fignify to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, in the ufual 
Form, the Requifition of the Governor General and Council for his immediate Compliance with the 
Plcafure ot the Court of Diredors, ^ 

Mr. Whelcr — I agree to the Motion, and likewife to the Amendment 

Mr. Barwcll-I agree to the Motion. I cannot be a Judge of the Terms that Mr. Francis would 
have uled in the Letter propoled to be written by the Governor General to the Nabob, from the 
general Terms in which his Amendment is exprclTed. The Governor General can have no Objcc- 
u ' j makes the Communication of the Company’s Sentiments to 

the Nateb and Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Board, before the Letters lhall be ktk If thofe are at 
aUdefcdive, fuch Additions may be propolqA to them as in the Judgments of any of the Mem- 
bers may appear ncccflary. I think Mr. Francis is premature in following the Governor General’s 
Motion with another: It leems to fpeak fome Pre-knowledge of the Difficulties to which our Go- 
vernment is lubjeded, and that no fmall Degree of Coercion mull neceflarily ftipport the Recom- 
mendation of the Company. I give my Vote fimply for the Governor General’s Motion t referving 
my Opinion for any Amendments that may be offered to the Letters propofed to be written, when 
3 fuch 
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fiich tfC offered in precife Tei-tns, as elTcntial to anfwcr the Intentions of the Company, and confiftent 
with thofe Intentions. 

Governor General— I agree to the Motion : I objeft to the Amendment. My Reafons have been 
afTigned in the preceding Minutes •, I will not therefore repeat them. 

Mr, Francis — The Motion is confined to a bare Communication of the Company’s Orders ; How 
it may operate I do not know ; but as this Government is the Medium through which the Com- 
pany’s Orders arc carried into Execution, it feems to me unufual at lead to leave them in this fingle 
Inftancc to execute thcmfelves. As for the reft, 1 have no Diftruft of the Nabob, and hope he will 
comply. 

Refolved, That the Pleafurc of the Court of Direftors, fignified in the 20th Paragraph of their 
General Letter, dated the 4th February laft, and the Aflurance therein direfted to be given to Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn, be communicated to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla and to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, in the Words of the General Letter. 


(Ea) 

Fort William, 15th December 1779; 

Public Department. 

At a Council ; PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, Prefident, 

Richard Barwcll, 1 
Philip Francis, iEfquires. 

Edward Whelcr, J 

Read the following Letters from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla and from Mahomed Reza 
Khan : 

From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, inclofed in a Letter from the Refident at the Durbar j dated 

the 10th, and received the i2th of December. 

I have been favoured with your friendly Letter, under Date the 21 ft of jehadar. 

You write, that a Letter has lately been received from the Court of Direftors, exprcfTing their 
Pleafurc that the Nabob Mahomed Reza Khan be reftored to the Office of Naib Soubah. My 
Patron! When the aforcfliid Nabob was juft appointed to the Naib Soubahfliip, it was entirely on 
this Account; that, by Reafon of my tender Age, I could not tranfafl my own Affairs in Perfon, 
but requefted the Affiftance of a Naib. When I became of Age, there was no further Occafion for 
a Naib ; and I accordingly wrote to you on the Subjeft, and informed you that I would take on my- 
felf the Management of my own Affairs, and had no further Ufe for a Naib. And as this was per- 
feftly reafonable, you in Council g«ave your Sanction thereto, and favoured me with a Letter, 
authorizing me to take the Adminiftration on niyfclf, and to difmils the faid Nabob *, which was accord- 
ingly done ; and, from that 'Lime to the prefent, the Affairs of the Nizamut, Fouzdnrry, and Adaw- 
lut depending on the Nizamut, have been conduded on that Plan by my Authority. — The Letter 
received from the Court of Diredors, fignifying their Pleafurc that the faid Nabob be reftored to the 
Naib Soubahlhip, fills me with the greatell Aftonifhmcnt ; nor can I penetrate the Motive of ir. 
Perhaps the Circumftancc of my being arrived at Years of Maturity have not yet reached tlie f.ars 
of the Court of Diredors in Europe ; and, notwitbftanding the Number of Children and Depend- 
ants which I havc^ they flill reckon me an Infant ; otherwife, would they have determined to place my 
Family under the Aqthonty of another, and written you for that Purpofe ? In a Word, it was nc- 
ceflary that I fhould Inform you of my Situation, which I formerly did ; and it depended on you to 
tranfmit fuch Informaiioh to the Court of Diredors. 

It is notorious, that the meaneft of the People will not admit of the Authority of a Stranger in 
their Families ; how can it then be expeded of me ? In a Word, I adminifter the Affairs of the 
Nizamut, which are in fad: the Affairs of my own Family, by my own Authority, and (hall do 
fo ; and I can never, on any Account, agree to the Appointment of the faid Nabob to the Naib 
Soubalhip, which would bring the greateft Difhonour, Difgracc, and Contempt on me. I will 
never, of my own Confent, admit the faid Nabob to any Authority in the Affairs of the Nizamut, 
Fouzdarry, and Adawlut dependent on the Nizamut; and from Motives of Juftice I exped, re- 
garding the Rights which my late Father is allowed to have had on the Company, you will never 
confent that lWiy Compulfion be put in queftion ; and that you will ufe every Means for the Preferva- 
tion of my Credit, Honour, and Dignity, 

From Mahomed Reza Cawn, addreffed to the Governor General 14th November. 

Your gracious Letter, informing me that you had received a Letter from the Court of Diredors, 
fignifying their Pleafure that I lhall be reftored to the Office of Naib Soubah, and to be affured, that as 
SeuCom. Rep.V. 'Gg long 
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long as I (hall merit their Favour, by my Artachmrnt to the Company and a faithful Difclwirgcof 
the Duties of that Office, their ProtcAion will be continued to me ; honoured me by its Arrival on 
the 24th jehauder (3d December.) My Tongue baa b<^€n ever fincc employed in expreffing 
Thankfulnefs to the Company for their great Kindnefs to me, and my Hear^ is deeply imprefied with 
Gratitude for your Favours; and from the Abundance of your Bounty and Regard to me, I am 
hopeful that, taking Compaffion upon my unfortunate Situation, you will reftorc me to the Station 
which I held before, and make me ever grateful to you for fuch mighty Obligations. 

I was always, from the Bottom of my Heart, attached to the Company, and ^lept their Intcreft 
in View ^ and Hull now continue to (hew my Attachment to them, and to execute the Bufinefs be. 
longing to that Station with all my Abilities. Mem Seid Aly is at your Prefence ; I hope he will 
meet with your Favour *, whatever you arc plcafcd, at any Time, to direft him to do, ihall be per. 
formed. 


From the fame to the Council. 

Your gracious Letter, &c. &c. honoured me by its Arrival on the 24th of Zekadar (3d De- 
cember.) I have ever fincc been employed in returning Thanks for the Kindnefs of the Company, 
and the Proteftion of the Governor General and the Gcnilcmen of the Council. From the Greatncls 
of your Bounty I am hopeful, that being favourably inclined to me, you will reftore me to my former 
Station. 1 have always been faithfully attached to the Intcrefts of the Company, and fhall ever con- 
tinue to fticw my Attachment to them, and to perform the Duties of chat Station. 

Mr. Francis delivers in the following Minute : 

Mr. Francis — 1 mult requeft the Attention of the Board to a Ihort Recapitulation of the principal 
Steps taken, and Declarations made, by the Nabob, and by this Government, in relation to the Re- 
moval of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and to the fucceeding Ditlnbution of the fevcral Offices held by 
him. 

In a Letter received from the Nabob on the 17th November 1777, he defires, “That Munny 
“ Begum may be allowed to take on herfclf the Adminiftration of the Affairs of the Nizannut, 
“ without the Interference of any other Pcrion whatever and fdds, “ that by this the Governor 
•* will give him compleat Satisfa< 3 ;ion.” 

In the next Letter, received 12th February 1778, he dcfircs that Mahomed Reza Cawn may be 
removed, and expreffes his Hope that, “ as he himfelf is now come to Years of Maturity, and by 
“ the Blcfling of God is not lo devoid of Underftanding as to be incapable of conduding his own 
“ Affairs,” the Governor will give him the conduding of the Affairs of the Nizamut, and of his 
own Houffiold, together with the Adminiftration of the Adawlut and Fouzdarry. 

As the Court of Diredors ibcmfelvcs have fully difeuffed the Claims and Pretcnfions ftated in 
this Letter, 1 (hall not attempt to add any Thing to their Obfervations thereupon. 

On the 7th of March 1778, a Letter from the Governor informs the Nabob, that it had been 
agreed, “ that his Excellency being now arrived at Years of Maturity, the Controul of his own 
“ Houfhold, and of the Courts dependent on the Nizamut and Phoufdarry, fliould be placed in his 
“ Hands and Mahomed Reza Cawn was direded at the fame Time to refign his Authority to the 
Nabob. 

In a i.etter received from the Nabob the 4th May 1778, he fays, “ he has made Choice of Siiddcr 
ul Hoc Khan to fill the Station of Naib of his Adawlut and Phoufdarry, and of Rajah Gourdafs for 
the Office of the Nizamut and defires that “Mahomed Reza Cawn’s Salary may be divided between 
thefc I'wo Perfons and the Two Begums.” On the Requefts contained in the Letter, and immedU 
atcly complied with, I have nothing to add to the Remarks ftated in my Miimtc of 7th May 
1778, except, that there could not be a groffer Contradidion than, firft to remove Mahomed Reza 
Cawn on Pretence of the Nabob’s executing the fevcral Offices himfelf, and immediately afterwards 
to appoint other Perfons to execute thole Offices, and at the fame Time to give a confiderable Por- 
tion of the Salary annexed to them to the Two Begum.s. 

Sudder ul Hoc Kh«in, in a Letter received ift September 1778, fays, “ His Highnefs himfelf is 

not deficient in Regard for me, but certain bad Men have gained an Afccndancy over his 
“ Temper, by whofc Inftigation he ads.” After complaining of the Slights he receives from the 
Nabob, he adds : “ Thus they caufc the Nabob to treat me, fometimes with Indignity, at others 
“ with Kindnefs, juft as they think proper to advife him ; their View is, that by compelling me 
“ to Difpleafurc at fuch unworthy Treatment, they may fiircc me either to relinquifti my Station, or 
“ to join with them and ad by their Advice, and appoint Creatures of their Recommendation to 
“ the different Offices, from which they might draw Profit to themfelvcs.” 

In a fublcquent Letter to the Governor, Sudder ul Hoc Khan fays “ The Begum’s Minifters, bc- 
“ fore my Arrival, with the Advice of thcic CounfeHors, cau'ed the Nabob to fign a Receipt in con- 
“ fequcncc of which they received, at Two different Timc^i, near 50,000 Rupees, in the Name of the 
“ Officers of the Adawlut, Fouzdarry, &c. frorn the Company’s Circar; and having drawn up an 
“ Account current in the Manner they wifht-d, they got the Nabob to fign it, and then f«nt it to 
“ me.” In the fame Letter he afferts, “ that ihcfe People have the Nabob entirely in their Power.” 

On the ift pf September 1778, the Goverpm^nt informs the Nabob, that “ it is highly expedient 
“ that Sudder ul Hoc Khan fhould have full Controul in all Matters relative to his Office, ind the 
1 “ foJc 
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u fblc Appointment and Difminjon of i^hcSudder and Moffufil Officers; and that his Seal and Sig- 
« nature mould be authentic to all Papershaving Relation to the Bufinels entriifted to him there- 
fore intimate to you, that he (hould appoint and diimifs all the Officers under him, and that your 
Excellency ihould not interfere in any onc.^ 

The Nabob, in a Letter to the Governor, received 3d September 17^8, fays, Agreeably to your 
Plcafure, I have relinquifficd all Concern with the Affairs of the Phouldarry and Adawliu, leaving 
« the entire Management in Sudder ul Hoc Khan’s Hands.” 

Sudder ul Hoc Khan, in a Letter received 30th September, fays, Yaiibar Ally Cawn (Munny 
“ Begum’s chief Eunuch) from the Amount Salaries of the Officers of the Adawlut and Phoufdarry, 
“ which before my Arrival he had received for Two Months from the Sircar, made Difburfements 
“ according to his own Pleafure ; he had therefore caufed the Sum of 7,400 Rupees, on Account df 
« the Price of mine and my Paiflicar’s Kcllauts, to be carried to Account, and now continually fends 
«« a Man to demand from me Four thoufand Three hundred and odd Rupees, as the Balance of the 
Price of Kcllauts and conftantly preffes me to take it from the Amount of the Salaries of the 
“ Officers of the Adawlut and Fouzdarry, and fend it to him *, and I lhall be under the Ncccfficy of 
« complying : I mention this for your Information.” 

The Governor General’s Letter to the Nabob, dated the loth ofOdober 1778, contains a Repre- 
fentation fo pointed, and fo very juft, of the fatal Effcdls which had aticndcd the Nabob’s interfering 
in the Adminiftration of Juftice, that I (hall ini'ert it entire, but without any Comment ; in faft, it 
fpeaks too plainly to require one. 

“ Ac your Excellency’s Requeft, I fent Sudder ul Hoc Khan to rake on him the Adminiftration of 
“ the Affairs of the Adawlut and Fouzdarry, and hoped by that Means not only to have given Satis- 
“ fadion to your Excellency, but that through his Abilities and Experience, thefe Affairs would have 
“ been conduced in fuch Manner as to have fccurcd the Peace of the Country and the Happinefs of 
the People j and it is with the greateft Concern 1 learn that this Meafure is fo far from being attended 
“ with the expected Advantages, that the Affairs both of the Fouzdarry and Adawlucare in the greateft 
“ Confufion imaginable, and daily Robberies and Murders arc perpetrated throughout the Country. 

“ This is evidently owing to the Want of a proper Authority in the Perfon appointed to fuperintend 
them ; I therefore adcin ffed your Excellency on the Importance and Delicacy of the Affairs in quef- 
tion, and of tift Ncccfficy of lodging full Power in the Hands of the Perfon chofen to adminiftcr 
“ them i in Reply to wliich, yourExcclIcncf expreffed Sentiments coincident with mine: Notwithftand- 
“ ing which, your Dependents and People, aftuated by felfilh and avaricious Views, have by their ln<- 
“ terfcrcnce fo impeded the Bufinefs as to throw the whole Country into a State of Confufion, from 
“ which nothing can retrieve ic but an unlimited Power lodged in the Hands of the Superintendant. 
“ I thertfore requeft that your Excellency will give the ftrifteft Injunftions to all your Dependents, 
not to interfere in any Manner with any Matter relative to the Affairs of the Adawlut and Phouz- 
darry ; and that you will yourfelf relinquifti all Intcrtercnce therein, and leave them entirely to the 
“ Management of Sudder ul Hoc Khin. This is abl'olutely ncceffary to rcftorc the Country to a 
“ State ot tranquillity; and if your Excellency has any Plan to propolc for the Management of the 
“ Affairs in future, be pleafed to communicate it to me, and every Attention (hall be paid to give your 
“ Excellency Satisfadion ; in the mean Time 1 have given Diredions to Sudder ul Hoc Khan to take the 
“ foie Managcmerft ot them into his own Hands, and to apply affidiioiifly to the Relloration of Tran- 
“ quilhty and good Order in the Country ; and I miift requeft that your Excellency will confirm them 
“ by finiilar Orders to him; otherwifea Meafure which I adopted at your Excellency’s Requeft, and 
“ with a View to your Sacisfadtion, and the Benefit of the Country, will be attended with quite con- 
“ trary Effedls, and brir.g Difcredit on me.” 

From the preceding Corrcfpondencc I think it appears beyond Difpute, that the Nabob himfclf 
has hitherto been a mere Cypher through the whole TranfaeSlion, or rather an inftrument in the 
Hands of Munny Begum, and others employed by them, and for their Purpofes only, to accomplifli 
ihe Removal of Mahomed K<rza Cawn. That thefe People have made a moft dangerous and 
iniquitous Ufe of the Nabob’s Name and Authority, while they had both at their Difpolal, and 
that the Governor General himfclf was convinced that the Inter ference of the Nabob, or of thofc 
who afted for him, in the Affairs of the Nizamur, had been attended with the moft ruinous Confc- 
qucnccs, which he accordingly endeavoured to obviate, by direfting him not to concern himfclf in 
any Shape in the Condud of the Bufinefs entrufted to the Naib Soubadar. 

VVich rcl'peft to the Nabob, I (hall only obferve that his Letters involve him in a very difgraccful 
Dilemma ; if J could believe it poflible, that freely, and of his own mere Motion, he could recom- 
mend That Munny Begum Jhould take on berfelf the Management of the /Affairs of the t^izamut^ with- 
“ out the Interferenee of any other Perfon that he (hould in one Letter Ocfire to conduft the Affairs 
the Nizamut himfclf, and in the next that a Naib (hould be appointed to conduft them for him ; 

I Ihould give litik Credit to the Affertion with which t^efc Requefts a’c accompanied, viz. That he 
« not devoid of Underjidnding. He may arrive at Years of Maturity ; but if at ilie Age of Twenty, 
one he does not -perceive the Folly and Abfurdity of fuch Propofitions and fuch Contradidiions, I 
(hot Id defpair of his ever arriving at Years of Di(cretion. On the ether Hand, if thefe Letters 
®rc written for him, which I am thoroughly fiitisfied is the Cafc ; if he has no Will of his own ; and 
if tl.c Rights and Authorities demanded in his Name are in Reality to devolve to Munny Begum, 
her chief Eunuch, and to the other Perfons of whoft Mifcor.diift the late Naib Soubadar made fo 
Complaints to the Governor, what Opinion arc wc 10 entertain of his Excellency’s Under. 

I ^ . (landing 
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Handing and Veracity ? or on what Ground can we commit the Management of fuch important Af. 
fairs to a young Man lb dependent on Munny Begum, and evidently lo incapable of judging or aft. 


now proceed to the laft Orders of the Court of Dire^ors. They confider the whole Sul^ m the 
fame Li«ht ih.it I do ; tliey acknowledge no Rights of Inheritance m the NIbob •, they uildcrftand 
every oftenfible Acccllion to his Power as a real one to that of Munny Begum they deem it for the 
Welfare of the Country, that the Office of Naib Soubadar Ihould be continued, and they pofitively du 
sta us forthwith to fignify to the Nabob their Pleafure, that Mahomed Reza Cawn be immediately 


redoiecl to it. n i r m , 

But notwithdamling they had a thorough Knowledge of the Fa6ls, and were pmcftly acquainted 

with all the Charadlcrs, they certainly were not aware of the Poflibility of fuch a Cafe as now exifts, 
or they would iiave provided agamll it : 'Phey did not forefee that their pofitive Orders would not be 
enlorced by this Government, or that fuch Orders would be difobeyed. When they read the Nabob’s 
late Lcttcis, the falfc and frivolous Pretences on which he endeavours to counteratt and defeat an Ar- 
ran^cmerne which the Company have deemed necefl'ary for the Wtltare ot the Country, will aftonith 

them no Id's than our Acquielcence in fuch Pretences.- , , , r l r r 

I nit he lays, that he had formerly written to the Governor, that he had no further Occanon for a 
Naib and would himfelf condud his own Affairs ; and he afferts, that fince the Difniiffion'of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn to the prelent Time, the Bufincis had been conducted under his own immediate 
Direftion. Is it poffible that he Ihould forget, that in confequcnce of Sudder ill Hoc Khan’s Ap« 
pointment, tlie Governor had exprelsly required him not to interfere; and that the Nabob had there- 
upon relinquilhcd all Concern with the Affairs of the Fouzdarry and Adawlut, and left the entire 
Management of them to the Hands of the Naib ?— In his next Letter he talks ot the R'g \ts of his de- 
ccaleci Father as well as his own, as if the Office of Nazim was hereditary. He talks of his Claims on 
the Company as if he held by fomc other Title than their Friendfliip and Protcaion, or as if cither 
he or his F.iiher h.ad any Right in the Soubahdary beyond what they derived from the voluntary Ads 
of the Company, or of their Reprefentatives. He fays, he never will admit Mahomed Reza Cawn 
to poffds any Degree of Authority in his Family ; ami that as Sudder ul Hoc Cawn is dead, he fliall 
take upon himfclt tlie Management of the Bufinefs. In his laft Letter, he obfcrves that Mahomed Reza 
Cawn was at firft appointed on account of his the Nabob’s tender Age, which reijuired the Affift- 
ance of a Naib ; forgetting, that not only a Naib Soubadar was appointed, and the Office executed 
without Obicdion, during the Government of his Predcceffors, but that he himlell- had fubmilted about 
a Year ago to the Appointment of Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, and that the latter continued to execute his 
fevcral Offices till hi. Death, with Powers totally and unavowedly independant on the Nabob. He 
forgets," or perhaps he does not know, that the Treaty of March 1770, by which alone his Rights, 
whatever they may be, were created, provides for the Appointment of a Naib of the Provinces, to be 
inverted with the Management of Affairs ; and that this Naib was appointed ‘it Inftance of tne 
Governor and the Gentlemen of the Council. In the fame Letter the Nabob declares, that he ad- 
minillers the Affairs of the Nizamut l>y his o-wn /lutbority, and Jhall do fa ; and that he never can, on 
anv Account, agree to the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Cawn m the Naib Soubahfliip. 

The Governor General’s Letter of the loth Odlobcr 1778, will drew the Company, not only m 
what Manner this important Bufinefs is likely to be condudted, and what Opinion the Governor Ge- 
neral himfelf entertains of tlie Nabob’s Capacity, but, that neither were his fuppofed Rights nor the 
Maturity of his Age attended to at that Time, nor his perfonal Inclination conlulted ; notwithlland- 
inc^ all his Claims to the Foufdarry and Adawlut, the Governor’s Pleafure diverted him of both, and 
left him without an Option. Thefe however are not the firrt and immediate Objedls of Confidera- 
tion • a new and unexpedfed (^uertion is now before us. The Company’s Orders are difobeyed on 
mretended Principles, which fuppofe the Exiftcnce of an Authority in thefe Provinces, independent of 
the Authority ot Great Britain over them. That of the Court of Direaors is the only Medium by 
which the Subiedion of Bengal to Great Britain is held and fccured : !« Oppofition to it, the Nabob 
declares that he aEls hy his own Authority, and Jhall continue to do Jo. I do not know what Name the 
Law will give to the Difobedience of the Company’s lawful Orders by this Board, or whether lucn 
Difobedicncc, diredly avowed by ourfclves, would not be lefs criminal, and in its Confequenccs k s 
dangerous, than under the Form which it now affumes ; but every Man muft fee which Way the pre- 
fent°Exampk leads, and what Ufe may be made of it. If fome vigorous Mealures be not immeui- 
atelv taken by the Company to difarm the Nabob of all Means of Rcfiltance, or at Icaft to deter hmi 
from attempting it again, their Dominion over Bengal is not fecurc. I am lorry this uncxpcricnct. 
voung Man Ihould have been fo unhappily advifed : He does not know on what dangerous Groun<. he 
treads • He forgets himfelf too grofsly when he difobeys the Company’s pofitive Orders, and in the 
fame Breath tells the Governor General, “ You arc the Maftcr and my Patron, and I can take n j 

“ Mcafure without firft communicating it to you.” , , . , 1 

The Company will confider whether this avowed Diftinftion between them and their local Kcpri.- 
fentative, be not fomething more than difrcfpcdfful ; o^ whether their Injunaions tvould have been 
fliglued, if they had been accompanied by the ufual and proper Rcquifition on the Parc of the 00- 
vernor GeYwral and Council, which I repeatedly recommended without Succefs. Other and moie 
alarming Refledions will naturally fuccccd. The oftenfible Shadow of the Nabob’s Authority may 
in Time find a Subftance to fupport it. If the -Spirit of Party and Fadion, which prevails throiy 
every Department of Government, and through every other Rank of Lile, Ihould reach to the bepoy^. 


to 
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It #ould be a painful, but not a difficult Talk, to count the few remaining Steps which lead iheViVdi 
blv from that State of Things to final Diflblution. At whatever Diftance that Danger mar appear td 
Jk! • yet, if'^ Courfe wt are-'in, point dircftly to it, I mift that the Wifdom of the Company will no( 
it unworthy of fihWmftiInt CoOfideration. The fame Meafures by which a great and emittent 
Mifchie^igbtbartbe«|pMVeht(id, will not be fufficient to correft or retrieve it. 

I no#!*bve, that it *l^be fefolved, that the preceding Letter from the Nabob is highly dilTatif- 
faftoty td the Board i and that the Governor General be requefted to fignify the fame to him, and to 
demand, in our Name, his immediate Compliance with the Orders of the Company, 

Mr. Wheler><^t agrCd to ffie Motion. 

Mr. Barwell— !f any Advantage was ftatfcd to derive to the Company by controulihg the Will of 
theNabob, itmighebe aQueftioft with me how far the Occafion would vindicate the CompulGon 
propolMi but wbeni'ilo National Benefit can accrue, nor is ftated, I cannot give my AflTent to a very 

exceptionable MeafUte. 

Governor General— I lhail take another Occafion to deliver my Sentiments at large on the Subject 
of this Motion, For the prefent I lhall content myfelf with declaring, that I have gone to the ut* 
inoft Lengths prelcribed <0 me bjr the Company’s Orders, and by my Senfe of my Duty, aifd tha; I 
will not go beyond thefii. 

Mr. Francis’s Motion refelved in the Negative. 

Mr. Francis— Since it is rcfolvcd that the Board will-riol ihfift on the Nabob's Compliance with th# 
Company’s Orders, nothing is left for me, but to move, as I now do, that the Salary allotted by the 
Company out of their Revenues, for the Support of the Office of Naib Souba, amounting to Three 
Lacks of Rupees per Annum, or fo trtuch of it as was divided between Munny Begum, Baboo Begum* 
Rajah Gourdafs, hnd Sudder ul hoc CiMm, may ccafc, and be made a Saving in the Company’s Trcif- 
fury, from the Day when Sudder ol hoc Cawn died. It is the Company’s Property ♦, and if it be not 
employed in the Manner thcy diredl, it ihould not at Icaft be applied to any other Purpofe. 

Mr. Whelcr — I agree to the Motion. 

Mr. Barwell — I muft defire that the Fund from which this Payment is made to the Minifters of 
the Nabob, be ftated by the Accountant General before I give my Opinion on the Motion. 

Governor General — I objeft to the Qpeftion in the Terms of it, but 1 copfent to wait for the la* 
formation required by Mr. Barwell. 

Ordered, ThaT the Accountant Gen^ to thfc Revenue Department be direfted to furnilh the 
Account defired by Mr. Barwell. „«■ 

Agreed, That the further Confideration of this Subjeft be deferred till the Receipt of the abovco 
mentioned Account. 

Warren Haftings, 

P. Francis, 

Edw* Whcler. 


(Fa) 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public Depart* 

ment, the aoth December 1779. 


Read the following Letter from the Accountant General to the Revenue Department. 


Sir, 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary. 


In anfwer to yoUr Letter of the 15th Inftant, requiring a State of the Fund from which the 
Salary allotted by the Company for the Support of the Office of the Naib Soubah, or fo much of it 
as was divided between mIi^ Begum, Ba|^ Begum, and Sudder ul hue Cawn, is paid, and what 
the preienc Situation of it ^^Tl take the Lmerty to inform you, that there is no Fund from whence 
thofe Salaries are defrayed % they are paid from the Treafury of the Rtfident at the Durbar, in the 
lame Manner as the other Expences of Government under his Department. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) Charles Crofts, 

S. T. 


Confidered the Motion made ty Mr. Francis in tfic laft Confultatiofi, vi*. “ That the Salary 
** allotted by the, Company out of their Revenues for the Support of the Office of Naib Souba, 
“ amounting ti>;ifht«c Lacks of Sicca Rupees per Annum, or fo much of it as was divided between 
Munny Begum, Baboo Begum, Rajah Gourdafs, and Sudder ul hoc Cawn, may ceafe, and be 
" a Saving in the Company's Treafury, from the Day when Sudder ul hoc Cawn died.” 

Mr. Barwell— By tbe Letter received from Mr. Crofts, the Charge of the Niaamut Allowance 
•ppears to be defraj^ed by the Company 1 there was, 1 find, a certain Fund, under the Name of The 
Sinking Fund, eftablUhed upon the Orders of the Company, limiting the perfonal Charges of the 
>labob to the Sum of 16 Lacks, aQd refcrving Sicca Rupees 15,81,860 per Annum} and to this 
IH..C0M. Rav.V. Hb bwnd 
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Fund were charged certain Demands againft the Mogul Government* which have fince been tot#ju 
liquidated, as will appear more parpcularly by a State of the Fund; whi?h J havjeJuft,now.rectived 
from Mr. Crofts. If it was incumbent on the Nabob to difeharge out ojf ihe. AJlowaaeea nnade t 
him by our Government, the different Claims which appear to be Account* I dontt 

fee any Reafon why the Company Ihould continue burthened with’ OGgiia £)^nces ^ch arife 
folely on the Score of his Government, while thofe Means which he has^W providing forjw Whole 
from his eftablifhed Allowances, remain unapplied. By the prefent Metnpd, it appeai|% tp nie 
the Savings ftated in the Sinking Fund are made totally at the Expepce c^'dte Company; becaufe 
the Charges of the Nizamut, or Country Government dependent Qn>;tho Souba*tdoSead ?of being 
difburfed froth' the Sum allotted for the Souba’s Government, are dilburied frofp th^ Company’s 
Means, and the Claim on the Score of the Allowances fixed for the ChargpS:Of: ttw,:Souba*s Govern- 
ment, fuffered to accumulate to the exorbitant Sum of 90,04,189. 7. 4,>as a- Debt , due from the 
Company ; this being the Cafe, there appears to me to be an abfolute Neceflity to corre£l an Error 
which has led Mr. Francis into the Idea that the Dilburfement which is mttde by tfee Company, h 
made by them out of their Revenues, for the Support of the Office of ^Naib Squb^, amounting’ to 
Three Lacks of Rupees per Annum. While the Company hold this Fun^f 15,81,860 Rupees per 
Annum, of the Sum of 31,81,860, which by Treaty they cxprefsly ftipulate .to pw fdr^the Support of 
the Souba’s Government, itisnotjuR that they fiiould be charged with; anyrExp^nce to be dif- 
burfed on that Account, I therefore move, that all Rxpences that have been. incurred, or fhallin 
future be incurred, on account of the Nizamut, or Country Government dependent on the Souba, be let 
off againR the Claims of the Souba, for fuch Part of the Stipend or Salary allotted foy the Support of 
his Government as has been retained by Governmept, for this and other exprefs Purpofes dire^ed by 
the Company. I underftand the Motion made by Mr. Francif to have for its Objed, the compelling 
the Nabob to accept of Mahomed Reza Cawn for his Miniftcr, or to referve yhe Sum which « 
allotted as the Due of Mahomed Reza Cawn, to bedifpofedof by the Ord^of the Company. This 
Motion being made on tlie Prefumption that the Nizamut Officers arc the Officers of the Company, 
and in the Pay of the Company, can only be fupported upon that Principle. . 1 am therefore againft 
the Motion. ® 



Sinking Fund arifing from the Redoaion of Nabob Mobareck ul Dowta’s Stipend. 
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Brought over — j 39,36,170 12 6 ij Broughtoycr -4 1,45,06, 
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Francis’s Motion rcfolved in the Negative. 

Confidered the Mown wntained in. the preceding Minute of Mr. Barwell. 

I^r. Wheler— -I am aigainft Mr, Barwell’s Motion. ' 

Mr. Fraheis— 4 f 1 uftdterftand the preceding Minute, the Savings from which the Sinking Fund 
therein.. nientioiitsd W Mym ftituted, viz. 15,81,860 Sicca Rupees per Annum (accruing fince the 
Tiinewhen the Penwirflf the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlas as fettled by a Treaty highly difan- 
pioved by the C^pany, ,WM reduced to 16 Lacks by their pofitive Orders) do not belong to the 
Company, and that foinediing wtll be gained by charging that Fund with the Amount of the Salary 
allotted by tite Company out ot their own Revenues for the Support of the Naib Souba, It is 
indifierent to me, nnd I believe perfeaiy immaterial to the Company, in what Way the Account 
is Hated. The CharjK* if dilburfed, comes out of the Company’s Treafury : It is immediately 
paid out of the Collcdions of the Divifion of Moorfljedabad, as the Company will fee, by referring 
to our Letter to Mr. Martin, of the nth May 1778. Am 1 to underftand, that Mr. BarweU 
means to make the Company Debtor to the Nabbb Mobareck ul Dowla, for the Amount of the 
above Savings ? If he does, 1 wilh it fo be declared fo in plain Terms. ’ They would by this Time 
amount, as I believe, ^ in Lacks of Sicca Rupees. If he does not, 1 cannot poflibly difeover 
the Meaning or Application of his Motion. As for myfclf, I deny the Faft, and all Confequenccs 
pretended to be derived from it. — On the Remaihdei- of Mr. BarwtH’s Minute, there is but little 
to be faid. Soppofing it true, that a real effeftive Country Government now cxifted, and that the 
Affairs of the Nizamut did of Ri^ht fall under the immediate Adminiftratioh of Mobareck ul 
Dowla (all which is fo manifcffly contrary tb the Fail, that it will not bcaf ah Argument) Hill 
it would not follow, that my laft Motion ought to be rejedled. The Sum Which I propofe to be 
referved, is not' divided among the Officers of the Nizamut : Mr. BarWcll furcly did not confider 
in what Manner it is adually diffributed. Neither do I admit, that my laft Motion bad for its Objth 
the comfieUing the Nabob to autpt of Mahomed Reza Cawn for bis Minifter : It could not poflibly 
have tWEffeS: The Point was already decided by a preceding Refolution. And if, as I con- 
clude, the foie Objeft of the Nabob be to keep the Amount of Mahomed Reaa Cawn’s Salary, and 
to diftributc it among his Family and Dependents, our taking the Money from him will not tend to 
eomptt him to re-inftatc Mahomed Reza Cawn, by which he would equally lofe it. If that were 
the only Alternative propofed to him, he would certainly prefer the Mcafure which freed him from 
the Check of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s Authority, and left every Thing in his own Hands. 

I have faid, the Mode of ftating the’Account propofed by Mr. Barwell, is a Matter of Indiffer- 
ence inicfclf i but. as it implies a Conclufion in which 1 do not concur, I am againll the Motion. 

(Signed) Philip Francis. ■ 

Governor Gcncral'^Mr. Barwell’s Motion is literally conformable to the Orders of the Court of 
Direftors of the loth April 1771, which firft difeSed the Sufpenfion of One Moiety of the Na- 
bob’s Stipend, and which I defire the Secretary for that Reafon, and for the ftrongeft Juftification 
of it, to enter ^tcr this Miniite, I agree to the Motion; 


Extrad of the General Letter from the Court of biredors, dated loth April 177 1.' 

“ Pit. 38. Convinced 8s we are, tl^at an Allowance of Sixteen Lacks per Annum will be fuf- 
ficient for rtfc Stipporc of the Nabob’s State and Rank while a Minor, we mull confider every 
Addition thereto as fo much to be wafted on a Herd of Parifites and Sycophants, who will con- 
tinually furrouftd him j or at leaft to bfc hoarded up j a Confequence Hill more pernicious to the 
Company ; You afe thereforej during the Non-age of the Nabobj to reduce his Annual Stipend to 
Sixteen Lacks of Rupees and this we have the greater Reafon to require, as wc find ourfclvcs 
fubjeded to the Payment of large Sums, due from the Revenues of the Dewanny before the Com- 
pany became poffefled thereof, on Account of the Navy Donation, and the Arrears of that to the 
Army ( the Balance due £u Reftiiution to Europeans, Colonel Munro’s Demand for T wo Lacks, 
the Debt due to Belackyd^, and the Annfial Sum of One Lack for Ten Years, which we have agreed 
to pay to Jug^tSeati all which prefs on us with fuch united Force, thUt our Treafury will be 
unable to fatisfy thefe ftveral Demands without wounding our Commcrical Intcrefts, and endanger- 
ing our Poflellions in Bengal. Being once relieved from this Load of Incumbrances, the Savings, 
we may exped from this Redodion,,will properly become a Fund for Military Exigencies, Which 
Fund, being iblely applicable to the Defence of the Provinces, will contribute no lefs to the Nabob’s 
future Benefit than to that of the Company. 

“ Par. 39. At a Time when every juftifiablc Meafure Ihould bf* adopted for availing the 
Fublic and the Company of all the Advantages we bad in Profped from our Pofleflion of the 
Dewanny, we cannot but reffed on the Diflipation of a conflderable Part thereof, by the Allowances 
to the Nabob’s Mini^rs.” 

Ordered, That all the Expences Which have bcCn incurred, or which Ihall in future ^ 
curred, on Account of the Nizamut, of Country Government dependant on the Souba, be let otr 
againll Ihe Claims of the Souba for fuch Part of the Stipend Or Salary allotted for the Support of 
his Oovefrtmcht, as has been retained by GoverOroent for this and other exprefs Purpofes, diredcd 
by the Company in their Letter of the 10th April 1771. 

Sml. Com. Rip. V, i ‘ 
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Extract of General Letter from Bengal? dated 14th Januany fjto. 

Par. 54. On Receipt of yonr Orders of the 4th February laft, for the Reftflfiatioii of Mahomed Rcj^ 
Cawn to the Office of Naib Souba, we caufcd an Extraft from them to ba||piaated into the Perfiati 
Language, and tranfmitted, through the ufual Channel, to the Nabob M^^Beckr ul Dowlaji^By hi$ 
Anfwcr you will obferve, that he has not thought proper to comply with your Rcquilition. Poi the 
Reafons on which he has grounded his Rcfufal, and our Debates and Proceedings in Conicquencc, 
isDccdnixr. wc beg Leave Ip refer to our Confultations, and to requeft your attentive Perufal oflhein. • 


(Ga) 

Extra<St of tlic Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Publie Department, a^th 

February 1780. 

The Governor General lays before the Board a Letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, con- 
taining his Affent to the moft effential Parts of the Company’s late Order for the Reftoration of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn to the Office of Naib Soubah, The Governor General informs the Board, that 
he has urged to him the Neceffity of a full Compliance, and th 4 t he confiders this as already effefted : 
He therefore propofes, that the Refident at the Durbar be direfted to inform Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
that he is re-inftated in all and every Part of the Authority vefted in him by the Rcfolution of the 
Board of the i8th Odtober 1775, and to receive the Salary of Sicca Rupees 2,40,000 per Annum, an- 
nexed to his Office by the above Refolution, from the 13th November 1779 ; from which Day the fc- 
veral Salaries and Allowances granted to Munny Begum, Baboo Begum, Rajr.h Gourdafs, and the late 
Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, by the Refolution of the Board of the i ith of May 1778, are to ceafe and de- 
.termine; and that he be authorized to prepare Khelauts, and inveft Mahomed Reza Cawn with the 
fame, in the Name of this Government, and that the Nabob be requefted to beftow on him the fame 
Marks of his Favour. 

From the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, received a 2d February 1780, 

Your gracious Letter, informing me, that you had received repeated and pofitive Orders from the 
Company, about the Reftoration of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn, Bahadre, Mozuffer Jung, to the 
Office of Naib Soubah •, and alfo refpeding the withdrawing thePenfion of the Two Begums, which 
had been affigned to them in the Month of January 1778, and conuining your Advice on this Sub- 
jeft, is arrived, and I am acquainted with all the Particulars of it. 

Sir ! what Uncafinefs and Sorrow I felt on learning the Contents of your Letter, art foreign to my 
prefent Letter. Before this I have made you acquainted with my Wilhes on the Subjefl. of the faid 
Nabob’s Rettoration, and I have not yet altered my DeCrc on this Head : But as the Company’s Or- 
ders are fo pofitive, and fince you, whom I have always confidcred, and ftill confider, as the Support 
of myfclf and my Family, advife me to comply with them, I am left without Remedy. As I have at 
all Times condudled my Affairs agreeable to your Advice, although it Ihould not coincide with my 
Wilhes, I have accordingly determined to obey the Orders of the Company rei^fting the Reftora- 
tion of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Office of Naib Soubah, and to re-inftate him accord- 
ingly in all the Rights of that Office j but will not fuller him to have any Authority in my Houfe- 
hold Matters, which depend folely upon myfelf ; and befidcs, I hope from your Friendlhip, that pofi- 
tive Direftions may be given to him at the Time of his Appointment, that he aft in all Matten by 
my Advice t and that my Signature be put to all Papers. Although I, from the Neceffity of the 
Times, and in Compliance with your Advice, have agreed to a Thing which is full of Detriment to 
my Rights and thofe of my Family, and contrary to the Expeftations which I had from the Company 
and the Englilh Nation j yet, refledting on the Juftice and Equity of the EoKlifli.Gentlemen, f con- 
fident, that whenever the Company fiiall fend out Orders by which my Rights can be impaired, and 
Ihould diredf me to be put under the Authority of a Perfon who has no Right in the lead to tt, 
you will, upon receiving full Information of it, do me Juftice, and reftore me to my Rights, that 
no Difgrace and Dilhonour may come upon me. In Ihort, Ijfruft all my Concerns to your Friend- 
lhip, and hope that you will explain them in fuch a Manner to the Company, that Juftice may be 
done to me. Further Particulars will be made known to you by the Letter of Sir John D’Oyley. 
who is my true Friend, aat in whom I put entire Confidence. Whatever he Ibail write, confiocr as 
coming diredlly . from me* 

Agreed to the Governor General’s Propofition \ and refolvcd, That the following Letter be written 
to the Refident at the Durbar. 

The Nabob having aflented to the Execution of the Orders from the ftonouralile the Cpurt ^ 
Diredlors, in favour of Mahomed Reza Cawn, we defirc you will inform. fiim,l that he is 
in all and every Part of the Authority vefted in him by the Refolution of the Board pf the .t^thO*- ® 
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ber 1775. “ receive the Salary ef SScca Rupees 2,40,060 pw Annum, annexed to his Office by 

the above Refolution, from the 13th November 1779 j from which Day the Salaries and Allowances 
granted to Munny %gum. Baboo Begum, Rajah Gourdafs, and the late Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, by the 
Refolution of the Botfd dr.the nth' of May 1778^ are to ceafe and determine. 

As it is proper that » &j|elaot Ihould be pnefented to Mahomed Reza Casvn, io the Name of this 
Govermnew, on thte Oed^n of his Appointment, wedireft, that you accordingly inveft him with 
one; and make it our Requeft to the Nabob, that he will likewife beftow the fame Mark of his Fa, 
vour upon him; y _ 

Fort WHIitm, We are Stc» 

24th February 1780. 


( Ha ) 

Extrad of General Letter from Bengal, dated 3d March 1780. 

Par, 12. We have the Plcafure to infor* you, that the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla having lignified 
his Afltnt to the Execution of your Orders, in favour of Mahomed Reza Cawn, by a Letter to the 
Governor General, we accordingly re.inftated him in all and every Part of the Authority veiled io- 
him by the Refolution of the Board of the tSth OtRober 1775, the Salary of Sicca Rupees, 
2,40,000, annexed to the Office by that Refolution, from the 13th November 1779; f^rom whith 
Day the levcral Salaries and Allowances granted to Munny Begum, Baboo Begum, Rajah Gourdafs, 
and the late Siidchn- ul Hoc Cawn, are to ceafe and determine. 


( Ka ) 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 

23d March 1780, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

1 have been honoured with your Letter of the 24th February ; and in Compliance with your 
Orders, having previoufly fettled all Points of Ceremony between the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla 
and the Nabob Muzuftcr Jung, I invelled the latter with a Khelaut, in the Name of the Englilh 
Government ; and informed him, that he was re-inftated in all and every Parc of the Authority 
veiled in him by a former Refolution of 'the Board of the i8th of Oftober 1775, and that he was 
to receive the Salary of 2,40,000 Sicca Rupees, to commence from the 13th November 1779. 

There is one Point which, as 1 could not fettle, I mull take the Liberty to refer to your Deter- 
mination. You dirc(£l, that I ffiall requell of the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowla, that he will bellow 
a Khelaut on the Nabob Mozufter Jung, as a Mark of his Favour. I accordingly made the Requell, 
and the Nabob would very willingly have complied; but as Mozufter Jung could by no Means . 
be induced to accept of it, I thought it better to let the Matter reft till you Ihould decide upon it, 
than to fubjefl the Nabob to the Di^race of having it refufed when offered. The Nabob Mozufter' 
Jung’s Arguments were, that he had never before received a Khellaut from the Nabob Mobareck ul 
D(/wla; and that lb far from being a Mark of Honour to him, which he is convinced was meant 
by the Board, it would have a contrary Tendency : It was therefore agreed between them, to leave 
the Point undetermined till your Plcafure (hould be known. 

Should it appear to your Honourable Board neceffary that the Nabob Mozufter Jong Ihould 
receive a Khellaut from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, permit me to requeft that you will inform 
me thereof, and alfo fignify your Pleafure on this Subjeft to the Nabob Mozufter Jung. 

1 mull likewife requeft your further Orders refpedting the Salaries of the Munny Begum, Baboo' 
^g u ni i fani t he y having irctirf fl t hn fnR ri mnimT of their refpedlive Allowance, as fettled by the^ 
Board on the i ith of May 1778, to the End of January of thw^efent Year, ' ' . * ' 

1 have communicated to them your Orders, and demanded or them the Overplus, received fincc 
the Date on which you determined they Ihould ccalc ; but can gain no other Anfwer than th^t they 
lhall addrcis the Honourable the Governor General on the Subject, and wait the Decillon. 

I have the Pleafure to inform you, that the Whole of the Tranfafkiorr was condufted in luch a 
Manner as to give apparent Satisfadlion to all Parties. The Nabob Mo|bareck ul Dowla and the 
Nabob Mozuffer Jung Ihcwcd every Degree of Refpefl and Attention to dlfeh other. 

I could h'ave wiffied to have had fuller InftruAions from your Honourable Board, refpeAirig the 
Mode of condufling this Bufinefs ; but as 1 had not, I judged it bell, and moft likely to give gene* 
ral Satisfaflion, to conform in every Refpeft to what had been formerly praflded on fimilar Occafionif. 
and I flatter mylelf that my Condufl will meet with your Approbation. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

Moorlhedabad, (Signed; J. H. D Oyly» ^ 

I ft March 1*780. Rcfidcni at the Durbar. 

Refoivid,' 
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Pefolvedt That the following Reply be written to the Refident at the Dorbar ; 


We have received your Letters of the 3jft January and ift March j in coofequeiice of which we 
have only at prefent to direft, that the Two Begums be required to r^P^pe Overplus which they 
have received on Account of their Salaries* from the Company but of gtpwtng Pea;(ions froin 
the Nabob, 

Fort William, Wc ere, 8cc* 

33d March tySo. 


N. S. There is no AppendiiCt N° 7. 
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• , ; K ' t L. 

P R O C E E D I N G S ,of the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, relative 
to pecuniary Allowances granted to Sir Eyre Coote in 1779 : Alfo, The Court’s Orders of tSth 
Oftober 1780 on the SubjeA. » 

, » 

ExtraA of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpe^lion at Fort William in Bengal, the 12th April 1779. 

R ead the following Propofitions of Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, referred from the Coun- 
cil to this Departmen;. 

Propofitions from Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, referred to the Board of Inl^edion. 

4. That the 5i Shares of the Revenue do devolve upon Sir Eyre Coote, as Commander in Chief, 
from his Arrival at Fort William on the 23d of March } and that General Stibbert do only lhare at 
eldeft Colonel from that Time. 

5. That the 3,000 Rupees per Month, lately granted to General Stibbert for Contingent Expences 
in the Field, do devolve on General Coote from the 3 ift of March, as Commander in Chief. 

d. That the 16,000 Rupees per Annum, for Secret Intelligence, do devolve on General Sir Eyre 
Coote, from the 3 1 ft of March. 

‘ (Signed) W.Bruere, 

Afting Sect, 

Sir Eyre Coote delivers in the following Minute : 

The Reference I made to the Board on the Subjedl of General Stibbert’s Allowances, which exceed 
mine by 82,750 Rupees per Annum, proceeded from art Idea that they were granted to him as Com- 
mander in Chief under this Prefidency ; and as on my Arrival at Fort William he could be no longer 
confidered in that Capacity, whatever he drew under ilich a Denomination muft neceftarily be dif- 
cOntinued to him. 

An Examination of the Minutes of Council has rendered me Mafter of the feveral Reafons afligntd 
fbr granting him thofe Allowances •, and my Rcfearches on this Occafion have led me alfo to a Know- 
l^ge of the Sentiments which have been exprefled by the Members of the Board in general, refpefting 
the infufficiency of the Salary allowed by the Court of Diredlors to their Commander in Chief ia 

From a long Experience of the Service, I am thoroughly convinced of the Juftice of this Opinion, 
and 1 am equally certain, that the Court of Diredtors never meant 1 (hould fuffer in my private For- 
tune by carrying onthe Public Service. 

You will pleafe, therefore. Gentlemen, to adopt fuc li Mf^fi^^ 
t>etice from falling upon t he Com p any, and which will at the fame TimeenSplerne to , execute the 
'iTutlcnhcuinocnt upon me as their Commander in Chief, to vifit the feveral Stations of the Troops, 
or to take the Field, if necefiary, without involving myfelf in Expences which I (hould l>e unable to 
fuppbrte ) , 

(Signed) E. Coote. 

Mr. Francis— I have ntepared my Opinion on the Commander in Chief’s Propofitions, and beg 
cave to lay it before the Board. 

■ My Opinion on the Ambunt of General StibE>ert*s AMbwances is very fully Hated in the Corifulra- 
jKr>« hf of May i V??. and I adhere to it in every Particular i I think they (hould now be 

m th«r RftaWifliment at which they ftOod during General Clavering’s Command. This Efta- 
>li(hment was formally referred to the Company, and confirmed by them in their Letter of the 24th 
>f December 1776, Paragraph 49. I cannot confent to any Variation from the Allowances fixed for 
uid enjoyed by General Clavering, without the Company’s Orders. The very la(^hich they have 
liven US, and which Sir Eyre Coote brought' out with him, diredl « That LieuttrffjMH "General Sir. 
^ Eyre Coote do receive the fame Pay, as Commander in Chief of thcir'Forces in India, as was re- 
*t . — I III- , , 1, rcjycd 
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« ceWcd by Lieutenant Gewral Sir John Clavering” If all the Allowances ftated in the Probofl. 
tions arc agreed to, the prefenc Commander in Chief will receive Eighty-two thouland Two hundred 
Current Rupees per^ Aunum more than was received by his Piedccciior. 

■ , ■ (Signed) P. Francis. 

Mr. Harwell— As I el/jl^A in a liiort Time the Orders of the Company on the additional Allow, 
tnces drawn by Brigadier General Stibbert, there does not appear any-urgent NeceOity to proceed in 
the Regulation of fuch Allowances until the Arrival of the Company’s Inftruaions. The Court of 
Direftors, in Bxing the cftablilhed Salary for a Commander of all their Forces in India, have exprelFed 
it as a Salary i they therefore certainly intended it to be drawn free and dilburthened from all Dif. 
burfcmlhts to be incurred in the immediate Execution of their Military Service. They certainly did 
not intend to put the Commander in Chief of all their Military Forces upon a meaner liltablilhmcnt 
than the Provincial Commander in Chief at the other Prefidcncies, or General Stibbert, wliofe Al- 
lowance (the 40th Paragraph of their Letter of the a4th‘ December 1776) is reckoned at 82,000 
Rupees. Thele Fadls are fo very ftriking, that I cannot «|ftubt of our having full Authority to regu- 
late an Eftablilhment for Sir Eyre Coote while- in the Field, as may be fuitable to his high Rank, and 
bear feme Proportion to the Allowances made to the Subordinate Field Officers of this Government. 
1 am for the ^eftion, that a Field Eftablilhment be formed for Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, 
Commander in Chief of all the Company’s Forces, while in the Field. 

Governor General— The Allowance^ of 51 Shares of the Commiffion on the Revenues was not 
an Emolument annexed to his Station, but a Bounty fpecially and perfonally granted to General Stib- 
bert by the Orders of the Court of Direftors, in the 3 itt Paragraph of their General Letter of the i6th 
April 1777 : It cannot therefore be taken from him but by the fame Authority. 

The Allowance of 3,000 Rupees per Month for Contingent Expcnces in the Field, was granted 
to General Stibbert by a feparate Aft of this Board. Though their Refolutions upon this Subjeft have 
been various, yet the Opinions of the different Members, refpefting the Neceffity of fuch an Allowance, 
have been generally the fame, as may be feen by* the Proceedings of the Board of the 29th February 
1776, when this Subjeft was firft brought under the Confideration of the Board, and for other 
Reafons rejefted. For the Truth of this, I appeal particularly to the Opinions of General Clavering 
and Colonel Monfon. 

This was never meant as an Allowance annexed to the Station of Commander in Chief •, for when 
it was firft propofed, General Stibbert was not confidered as inverted with that Charafter but to 
defray the unavoidable Expences attendant on the Command in the Field. 

As the Refolution of the Board upon this, Subjeft has been long fince referred to the Court of 
Direftors, with another relative Circumftance, which mult force their Attention to it, and draw 
from them a clear Decifion upon it ; and as that Decifion may be expefted with the firft Difpatchea 
of the Seafon, I think it would be improper and irregular to make any Alteration in it at this 
Time. 

I do not recolleft any Order which authorizes General Stibbert to draw a fixed Sum for Secret 
Service. This is an Expence in its Nature variable t and the Court of Direftors, in their Letter of 
the 24th December 1776, have exprefsly direfted, that it ftiall not be fixed, but that “ Colonel 
" StibberP’ (that is, the ComnnMder in the Field) ** lhall be paid fuch Expences as lhall appear to us 
‘‘ to have been neceffarily incurred by him, from Time to Time, on that Account.” 

I apprehend that this is a Service which will properly and exclufively belong to the Commander in 
Chief, whenever his Situation will enable him to affume the Charge of it ( and that General Stibbert 
Ihould be accordingly direfted to conform to his Orders refpefting it. 

Reff^ing the incidental Charges of the Commander in Chief when he is in the Field, or, which in 
this Point will be equivalent, when he is abfenc from the Prefidency, 1 lhall premife the following 
Obferratiohs. 

ift. The prefent Allowances drawn by Brigadier General Stibbert are as follows : 

Pay as Brigadier General, £. 750 per Annum, or — — 

...Table ]^x|)ea<:es ip tfteEidd. , . -w. — — 60,000 

Contingent Ex^nces in the Field — . rrr. . — 36,000 

CoaunilTion on the Revenues, C” 21,368, or — — 19,250 


SbnautR’ 1,22^50 

I . . . 

I do not reckon the Allowance for Secret Service, becaufc 1 regard it as a Public Charge, in which 
he has no Interell; or other Concern than faithfully to dilburfe what he dra^n. 

ad. Of the above Eftablilhment the foHbwing Sums have been allotted to General Stibbert by the 
cxprefsA^hitcneiit of the Court of Direftors: % ' 

Pay as Brigadier General — — ‘ y.500 ■ 

Table Charges in the Field' • — —• 60,000 

CpminlffiOa on the Revenues at that Ttm, as I find It computed-Jn Mr,., 

HmMll’a Minute of the 14th May 1778, C” 24,486, or sf, ' ' a2,o59 

Sonaut R* 89,559 


8«fc.Coii. Rxr.V. 


K k 


3d. The 
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I 3d. The Salary allowed to the Commander in Chief, by the fundamental Regulations of ihi«. 
f Government, is 6,000 per Annum, or Rupees 60,000. 

4th. This Sum is exprelTed to be in lieu of all Charges and Contingencies in the Field » but the 
Court of Dire£lors have fincc granted to their Firft Colonel on this Eftablilhment, as I have remarked 
above, an annual Stipend of 89,559 Rupees •, a Sum exceeding 4jjat of th^Commander in Chief bv 
nearly 50 per Cent. * ' _ “ 

But jt cannot be fuppofed that the Court of Direftors ever meant to invert the Order of the Ser. 
vice i and that in fo great a Degree, as to make fo partial and unjuft a Diltintftion between an Officer 
placed, not by Sclcition, but by cafual SuccelTion, at the Head of a lingle Eftablilhment, and the 
Commander in Chief of all the Britifli Forces in India: Therefore, when they palled theife.Grants to 
Colonel, now General Stibbcri, they virtually eftablilhed a Precedent far a proportionate Aitf|^menta. 
tion of the Allowances of the Commander in Chief ; for it cannot be difputcd, that his unavoidable 
Expences in the Difcharge of the various Duties annexed to his Station, muft greatly exceed thofe 
of General Stibbert in a limited Command •, and I will prefume, that had it been at the fam%Timc 
propofed to afeertain the Allowances of Commander in Chief, they would,have augmented them, 
proportionably. ‘ , . 

On the preniifed Ground I move, 

I ft, That the Commander in Chief be allowed to draw for the Expences of his Table when he 
is in the Field, the Monthly Sum of 7,500 Sonaut Rupees, or 90,000 Rupees- per Annum. 

ad. That the Commander in Chief be authorized. to draw for the following Eftablilhment for him- 
felf and his Staff when he is in the Field>, in lieu of travelling and all incioenial Charges whatever 
when in the Field, 


Eftablilhment for General Coote and his Staff*. 


12 Budgerows 

— 

150 


i»8oo' 

30 Boats 


40 


1,200 

10 Elephants 

— 

75 


750 

200 Coolies — 

. — 

5 


, 1,000 

28 Hircarrahs 

—• 

7 


196 

I Head Ditto 


30 

_ 

30 

I Naib 

— 



15 

50 Lafears 

— • 



400 

1 Scra^ng 



. 

20 

2 Tindals 


♦ 

*5 


30 

4 Hackeries 


30 

— * , 

12<»- 

2 Gurry men 

_ 

7/8 

— 

15 

2 Writers 

— 



150 

Stationary 





1*2 Horf^ 




360 


S' R% 6,326 

The Sums which I have annexed to the Eftabliffiment, are added merely toihewithe computed! 
^mount of it, but are not taken from any correft Authority, nor meant to be a Part of the lVqp> 
lition. If this Motion fliall be agreed to,, it will be the Province of the Commiflary General to.^x 
the Rates of Expence to each- Article > and I fhall propofe,. that they be referred to- hitn-ibr that 
Purpole. , , , 

Mr. Francis — On the Principles on which the Opinion I have already given was founded, I have 
much more Reafon toobjefl: to the Eftabliffiment now propofed, than to the Commander in Chief’s 
firft Propofitions. All the Allowances granted to General Stibbert, as Commander in Chief or other- 
wife, and which I have conftantly objedled to as cxceffive, arc to be continued, and at the fame 
, Time a totally new Eftablilhment created, amounting to the .Mohthly Charge of Currept, Rupils 
15302. 7. 3. or 1,83,629. 7. o. per- Annum. 1 am againlF the' Motion. 

\ Mr. Barwell— I cannot concur in Opinion with Mr. Francis, that the propofed EftabAbmcnt is a 
double one.^ I do not underftand thefe Allowances are to be drawn upon any other Occahon than 
that for which it is exprciftd, for the General’s Expences in the Field. There is no immediate Call, 
that 1 know of, upon the Commander in Chief to leave the Prefidcncy } and before a Mpiub is palled, 
we Ih'all, in all Probability, receive the Orders of the Court of Dire^ors, whether Brigafc General 
Stibbert is to draw the AltdWancesr which he is now entitled to receive. Or whether they are to cealc : In 
either Cafe, the Neceffity of the Eftablilhment now pr^pdlld for the Co^nmarider m Chielf trf’all the 
Company’s Forces, js bpt a ffngle Eftablilhment. Nor is this a Monthly EftablilhmeoTy or« if itwasi 
is* it of the Extent ftated i It is an Eftablilhment only to-be drawn when the Public 5ervioe calls the 
Commander in Chief from'thc Prcfidency. That it will be drawn, J admit j but it ii not probable 
jt« Willi be drawn through the whole Year j Bcfidcs, , »« ts a Charge limitedito a fpecific-Saiff, hut does 
not ncceflarily include thc-Expcnditurc of the whole Amount. I agree to Jhe 

Governor General—I agree to the Propolition. 

Refolved,. That the Commander in Chief of the Company’s Forces in lndia.be allowed to draw fot 
S the 
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,be Ewocm of hU TaMo whan ho ia in ihc Fitld, tbe Momhly^om of Sevan thon&nd Five hundred 
Sonaut Rupees, or Ninety thoufand Rupees per Annum. ’ nunared 

Rcfolved, mt th? Commander in Chief Company’s Forces in India, be allowed to draw for. 
the following Monthly himfclf and his Staff when he is in the Field, in lieu of tra- 

velling and all incidental Charges’^hatever, when in the Field : 


12 Budgerows, 

30 Boats, 

10 Elephants, 

200 Coolies, 

28 Hircarrahs, 

1 Head D% 

I Naib, » 

, 50 Lafcar^ 

1 Scrang, 

2 Tindals, 

4. Hackeries^ 

2 Gurry men, 

2 Writers, 

Stationary^ 

12 Horfes. 

Ordered, That this Eftablifliment be referred to the Coimniffary General, with Direftions b affiib 
the Rates of Expence to each Article fpccified therein. 


Mr. Whelcr having delivered the following Minute, on the foregoing Proceedings bcinfr (hewn to 
him by the Secretary, it is entered in this Place for the Sake of Conneftion : ° 

i6th April 1770. 

Mr. Whcler—- The Arguments made ufc of by the Governor General, to evince the Ncccflity of an 
Augmentation of Allowances to the Commander in Chief when in the Field, arc by no Means fuffi- 
cient to obviate thofe Objedions which, from a perfed Knowledge of the Regulations alluded to, fug- 
gcll theml'dves to my Mind. ^ 

In the firrt Place, the Allowance to the Commander in Chiefs by the fundamental Regulations of 
this Goverumelif; was not ahlDJl bTth'< CSilft 6f Dffedors, but of tlic Proprietary at large, convened 
together for that Purpofc, and by their Orders communicated to their Servants in Bengal by the exe- 
cutive Part of their Conftitution, the Court of Dttedors : Thence it appears to me neither optional in 
the Court of Diredors to incrcafc or diminilh an Allowance voted to their Commander in Chief by 
a General Court of Proprietors j for if it was, with the fame Degree of Propriety that the Court of 
Diredors could revoke the Orders of their Conftituents, by augmenting an Allowance fixed as above, 
to their Commander in Chief, they might revoke any and every Ad of the Proprietors at large. 

It naturally follows, that the C^urt of Diredors do not in thcmfelves pofiefs the Power of altering 
the Allowance fixed to the Office of Commandet- in Chief} and it is equally conclufivc with me, that 
no foch Power can poflibly. be vefted in our Board. 

But, even admitting their Power, it is plain, from the Fifth Paragraph of their General Letter* 
dated 7th May 1778, by the Stafford, that it was not their Intention to deviate from the eftabliffied 
Allowance granted to their late Commander in Chief. 

Without entering therefore into the Detail of this Bufinefs, or expreffing my Difapprobation of the 
Enormity of each particular Article of Increafe, I lliall content myfelf with objeding to any further 
Allowances being made to Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, than the Court of Diredors have, in 
the 60th Paragraph of their General Letter, dated 29th March 1774, direded to be paid to Lieute- 
nant General Sir John Clavering •, an Extrad of which I (hall here fubjoin. 

“ Aml.that there be paid to him the Sum of Six thoufand Pounds Sterling per Annum, in full for 
his Services as Commander in Chief, and in lieu of travelling Charges, and of all other Advantages 
“ and Emufoments whatever, except his Salary of Ten thoufand Pounds per Annum* eftablilhcd bjr 
** Lln^/ttVordered.co be.paid him as one of the Council at Fort Wtlliain in Bengal.” 


Exttrad «f the Proceedings of the Board of infpedion at Fort William in Bengal, the asd April 1779. 

, Governor Gencral-*-As ftrong Objcdlion^aye been made to the AlloiVances which were granted^ 
Confultation of- the latlxlnftant, to the Commander in Chief when itifthc, Field ; and as the 
Court of Direftors may be defirous of forming their Judgment on the. Propriety of this Refolution, on 
a Comparifon oPthc Amount of thefe limited Appointments with the various Articles of fixed and 
contingent Allowances drawn by his Predeceflbrs in the chief Command of the Military Eftablilhmcnt 
of this Prcfidcn^ when in the Field ( I move, that the Military Paymafter Gencrair be directed to 
compile, l^bcforc the Board, Abftraft Accounts of all the Allowances and contingent Charges, 
of whatever Nature, which were drawn by the refpeftive Commanders in Chief, fince the Year 176J 
to the Corbmcnceiritnt of General Scibben’s Command j fpccifying the grofs Amount of each Article 

drawn 

< 
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drawn bjr each Commander in Chief refpeAively, the Time for which it was drawn, and the Amount 
of fuch Parts of the general Charges of the Army as were appropriated to the particular Ufe of the 
.Commander in Chief, as Elephants, Camels, Bullocks, 'Coolies, &c. appropriated to the Service of the 
Commander in Chief. 

Mr. Wheler— Agreed. * ' 

Mr, Francis— The Governor General’s Motion for extra Allowances to the Commander in Chief 
does not confine them to the Field i but exprefsly dates, his being abfent from the PrcCdency as 
equivalent, in this Point, to his being in the Field. I deem the prelent Motion fuperfluous ( becaufe 
no Conclufion in favour of the Allowances granted to Sir Eyre Coote can be drawn from a Cotnpa- 
rifon of them with the Abufes of former Times. A View and Confideration of thofe Abufcs,J pre. 
fume, induced the Company to fix a precife Limitation to the Pay and Emoluments of theirCom. 
mander in Chief. The whole legiflative Authority of the Company was reforted to and exerted in 
determining General Ctavering’s Appointments : It is not a Quefiion of Money merely, but of lawfui 
Authority and Obedience i and however it qray be determined here, mull necelTarily be refumed and 
re>agitated in England. 

Mr. Barwell— rVery proper \ agreed to. 

Refolved, That the Military Paymaller General bedirefled to compile, and lay before the Board, Ah. 
ftradl Accounts of all the Allowances and contingent Charges, of whatever Nature, which were drawn by 
the refpeAive Commanders in Chief, from the Year 1763 to the Commencement of Brigadier General 
Stibbert’s Command i fpecifying the grofs Amount of each Article drawn by each Commander in 
Chief refpe^lively, the Time fur which it was drawn, and the Amount of fuch Parts of the general 
Charges of the Army as were appropriated to the particular Ufe of the Commander in Chief, as Ele- 
phants, Camels, Bullocks, Coolies, &c. appropriated to the Service of the Commander in Chief. 


Extra^l of the General Letter from Bengal, dated the 22d April 1779. 

Par. 20. Our Proceedings held in this Department on the nth Inftant, contain the Opinions of 
the Members of the Board upon feveral Prupofitions which were laid before us by Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Sir Eyre Coote, refpeding the Allowances enjoyed by Brigadier General Stibbert, and a Re- 
prefentation of the InfufHciency of his own Salary as Commander in Chief of the Company’s 
Forces in India, for particular Duties annexed to that Station } and recommending to us to adopt 
fuch ftlea f ures as migh^preventa nj_onneceflaryExpei^jiromJan^ tjie Companj^ and which 
would at tne fame Time enable nim to execute TncTJuneS incumbent upon Tum^Mmeir Com- 
mander in Chief, to vifit the feveral Stations of the Troops, or to take the Field if necefifary, with- 
out involving himfelf in Expences which he would be unable to fupport. 

21. Referring you to thofe Proceedings for the Arguments ufed both for and againll the 
Qudlion, we (hall only inform you in this Place, that it has been refolved to allow the Commander 
in Chief to draw for the Expences of his Table when he is in the Field, the Monthly Sum 
of 7,500 Sonaut Rupees, and an ERablilhment for himfelf and his Staff when be is in the Field, 
in lieu of travelling and all incidental Charges when in the Field, comj^uted at Sonaut Rupees 6,634. 8. 
which Sum is not to be exceeded. And as the Articles of which this Eftablilhment is compofed are 
particularized on our Proceedings, it is almoft unneceffary for us to remark, that the Contingent 
alls which under this Eftablilhment the Commander in Chief is authorized to draw, do not ne- 
ceflarily include every Article of Expcnce expreffed, and that only fuch will be charged as are 
aQually incurred for the Service. 

H- 


Extrafl of the Proceedings of the Board of InfpcAion at Fort William in Bengal, the 20th 

May 1779. 

, The Military Paymaller General fends in the following Letter, and Account of Allowances drawn 
Lby the Commander in Chief, from the Year 1763 to the Year 1778. 

^o the Honourable Warren Ballings, Elquire, Governor General, and Members of tl^ Board of 

^ Infpedlion. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have the Honour to enclofe you an Abftrafl Account of all the Allowances and contingent 
Charges, &c. which have been drawn by the refpeftive Commanders in Chief fince the Year 1763, 
as required in your Secretary’s Letter, dated the aad of Afil i779« 

I Ihould have prepared this Account fooner, but the Perufal of the Books for Sixteen Years 
hack, rendered it a tedious Talk. 

I am, 

Calcutta, with great RefpeHl, 

the 8th May 1779. Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moll obedient Servant, » 

(Signed) William Pawlbn, 

F M* G'. 


Abftrsa 
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Abftraa Account of all the Allowances and Contingent Charges, &c. which were drawn bv the 
Commander in Chief, from the Year 1763 to the Year 1778, as follows : 


,763. 


January 

Major Adams’ Tabic Expences for January 1763 AR* 3,441 5 9 
Ditto’s Moonlhee •- 100 — - — . 

Writer — — — _ 50 

A Banyan — — — 60 — 


AR* 3*651 5 9 

Batta 8 per Cent. 292 3 6 


February 1763, 

Major Adams’ Table Expences for February 
Ditto’s Moonlhee — — 

Writer — — — 

A Banyan — — — 


AR’ 3,441 5 9 

. — too 

— 50 

60 


„ 3.651 5 9 

Batta 8 per Cent. 292 3 6 


May 1763. 

Major Adams’ Table Expences for May — AR* 4,973 1 1 6 

Moonlhee for D% ar.d Writer for April and May 300 — — 


5.273 11 6 

Batta 8 per Cent. 451 14 4 


June 1763. 

Major Adams’ Table Allowance for June — 
Ditto’s Moonlhee — — 

Ditto’s Writer — — 

6 Hircarrahs — — 


July 1763. 

Major Adams’ Table Allowance for July 
Hircarrahs to D“ — — 

Moonlhee to D* — — 


•— 5.194 14 7 

— 65 — ■ 


5.959 14 7 


— 5.794 14 7 

— 469 

— 150 


„ „ ^ ^’413 14 7 

Batta 8 per Cent. 513 i 10 


Auguft 1763. 

To Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief — 1,235 — — or 

P 

September 1763. 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief — 203 2 6 

Moonlhee for the Commander in Chief — • — 150 


StL. Com. Rep. V. 


Batta 8 per Cent, 
L 1 


353 2 6 
28 4 — 


3*943 9 3 


3.943 9 3 


5.725 9 *0 


6,436 1 1 4 


6,927 


1.333 12 9 


381 6 6 
Oftober 
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1763. O&obcr 1763. 

Hircarrahs attending Major Adams for Odober ■— 831 8 — 

Moonihcc and Writer to Major Adams for D® — 150 — 

Mr. Grant’s Bill for Stationary for the Commander in 

Chief — — — . — 142 8 — 


1,125 

Batra 8 per Cent. 90 — — 


i,ai5 — 


November 1763. 

Major Adams’ Table Allowance for the Months of Auguft, September, 
and Oftober 1763 — — ^ 26,64a 7 9 

Moonlhce and Writer to D* for November — . 1 50 — — — 


26,792 7 9 

Batta 8 per Cent. 2,141 9 — 


December 1765. 

Major Adams’ Budgerow for December — 

Lafcars employed with Major Adams ~ 

Major Adams’ Table Allowance for November and 
December 1763 — — 


198 8 — 

33 

11,346 


Batta 8 per Cent. 


»«,577 8 -- 

926 3 2 


28,934 — 


12,503 It 3 


* 7 ^ 4 .' 


March 1764. 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief for March 1,007 

Prelent to Ditto for the Intelligence, &c. in D» 956 


1,963 

Batta 8 per Cent. • 157 


Major Carnac’s Table Allowance for March 

^.*764 — — 6,697 

Ditto’s Moonlhce D* — . 200 

6,897 

at 8 per Cent. 55112 i 


2,120 


7,448 12 I 


April 1764. 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief 
Prefent to D* for Secret InteUigence, &c. 
Major Carnac’s Table Allowance for April 
Moonlhce and Writer for D* . 1 . 


— - 1,100 — 

— 1,360 — 

•— . 8,631 8 

— 200 • — 


11, ^9< 8 — 

Batta 8 per<Cent. 903 5 6 


9,561 12 


I2:ii94 13 ^ 
May 


LI 2 



f]6\. 
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May 1764. 

Pay And Allowance for Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief 
for May 1764 • — — — — 

Prefent to Hircarrahs for Secret Intelligence — 1,035 

Major Carnac’s Table AliotiAance for May 7,951 

D*’s Moonlhee, for D* — — ; — 200 


10,109 *2 — 
&atta 8 per Cent, 808 1 2 5 


10,918 8 3 


July 1764. 

Hircarrahs attending tht.Commander in Ch'cf 776 — — 

Major Carnac’s Table Allowance — — S»t53 


8,929 

Batta 8 per Cent. 714 5 1 


Auguft 1764. 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief — 880 

Major Munro’s Table Allowance — — 7>364 8 — 


8,244 8 — 

Batta 8 per Cent. 659 8 ii 


September 1764, 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief ■— 1,069 

Secret Intelligence — — . — 13^ 

Major Munro’s Table Allowances •— — 4,497 8 6 


5,719 8 6 

Batta 8 per Cent, 457 9 — 


Oftober 1764,' 

Repairing a Garden for the Commander in Chief — 1,437 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief — 1,174 8 

Major Munro’s Table Allowance — _ 4*966 14 


Batta 8 per Cent. 


7.578 

606 


6 — 
4 3 


November 1764. 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief — 1,145 — or 

December 1764. 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief — 1,262 — 

Major Munro’s Table Allowance — ~ 5,344 — 


6,546 

at 8 per Cent, 523 11 2 


9M3 S * 


8,904 


6,t77 t 6 


8,184 10 3 


1,236 9 — • 


7,06^ 15 i 


February 



1765. 
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February 1765. 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander in Chief for December 
,764 — — 683 8 

D’ D' D* in January 1765 — i,375 *“: — 

U* D“ D* in February D* — — i,*75 

General Carnac’s Table Allowance for January — 8»794 

12,127 8 — 

Batta 8 per Cent. 970 3 2 


March 1765. 

Ma)Or Munro’s Bill for Servant’s Wages, See. 
D“ D" D® in March — 


700 

445 >4 — 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


April 1765. 

General Carnac’s Table Allowance for February and 
March — — 

D* D° D" for April — — 

Pay and Batta to 2 Moonlhces and 1 Writer to Major 
Carnac — — 


1,145 14 — 
9110 8 


18,292 8 II 

7,698 


— 1 ,060 


General Carnac’s Bill for Way Charges from Patna to 
Camp — — -7- 

Batta 8 per Cent, 


June 1765. 

General Carnac’s Table Allowances for June 

- July 1765 and Auguft 1765. 
General Carnac’s Moonfhee in June, July, and Auguft 


27,050 8 II 

1,051 8 — 


28,102 — II 
2,248 2 7 


7,440 — 


880 


D-’s Table Allowance for May and July 1765 — «4i540 — 


15,420 

Batta 8 per Cent. 1*233 9 7 


* 3>®97 It 2 


*,237 8 8 


30*350 3 ^ 


16,653 9 7 


September 1765. 

General Carnac’s Table Allowance from ift of Auguft 1765 to 15th 
September 1765 — ■ ~ _ 9,388 — — 

D* for a Moonlhces and a Writer for September — 320 

^ 9,708 

Batta 8 per Cent. 776 10 2 


10,484 to * 
ApriJ 
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iy66# 


17 ^ 7 - 


April 1766; 

Paid for 4 a»yu>g the ComouBder in Chief’s Baogaee in November and 
December 1765 - 4 ^ — — 773 15 0^ 


" July 1767. 

S'R' 

Paid for, Coat attending rife t'ommander in Chief in MTay i,aaa 
Paid for | Budgerow tor the Ufc of the Commander in 

Chief ■— — — — 500 — — 

Hircarrahs employed with the Commander ih Chief — 1,086 — 


Batta 1 1 per C^ent. 


2,808 

308 14 — 


,768. ^*"ch 1768. 

Paid for a Moonlhce for the Commander in Chief — 170 — — or 

Auguft 1768. 

Amount advanced by the Commander in Chief for Aoguftio,ooo — 
Amount advanced the Commander in Chief, D* D* —> 77,700 


Oilobcr 1768. 

Paid for Carpets and Setrenges for the Commander in Chief’s 
Quarters — — — . 640 or 

!g 

December 1768. 

Allowance to the Commander in Chief for Monihec, &c, 1,350 

iJircarrahs to D* for November and December — 835 


. 2,185 

Batta 1 1 per Cent. 240 5 7 


1769. 


January 1769. 

Moonlhee to the Commandit in Chief — — *70 — 

Hircarrahs to D* — — *“ 421 


SeuCoii. Rap. V. 


Batta 1 1 per Cent^ 
M m 


691 

76 — 


835 «3 7 


3,116 14 


188 II 2 


87,700 


710 6 4 


2.4*5 5 7 


767 — I 
February 



1^6^. 
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February 1769. 


Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief 
Moonlhce with D* — 


— 370 — -- 

Jv 


Batta It perXcnt. 


March 1769. 

Lafcars employed with the Commander in Chief •— 
Boats employed with D° for Odober, November, and 
December 1768 — — — 

Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief in OAober 
1768 — — — 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


670 — 

73 n 2 


958 12 — 

»,6ii 6 — 

330 -t — 


3,899 2 -- 

428 14 5 


May 1769, 

Four Extra Drivers with the Commander in Chief • — 28 ^ _ 

Hircarrahs with Ditto — — 656 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


684 

75 3 10 


1.791 — 


or 


June 1769. 

Boats with the Commander in Chief ~ 

September, 1769. 

Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief in Julv and 
Augua ■ ~ — _ '—708 or 

December 1769. 

Paid for Three Budgerows Hire in the Month of November and Decern 
ber, fir the Life of the Commander in Chief — • 900 ■— — 

Paid Mangies Dandies Wages, Lafcars, Beefties, &c. 
employed with the Commander in Chief for De- 
cember — 


1,278 •— — 
Batta 1 1 per Cent. 140 9 3 


*7 70* 


May 1770. 

Hircarrahs employed with the Commander in Chief ~ 
Pa^ for a Book cafe for the UCc of the Commander in 
Chief — 


Batta 1 1 per 
June 1770. 

Amount advanced, to the General Sir Robert Barker — 
Hircarrahs with the General, 290 _ 

M m 3 


33+ — - 
300 — — 


634 

69 II JO 


20,000 — — 
321 14 4 


743 It a 


4,328 — 5 


759 3 ‘0 

1,988 — 1 


785 >4 - 


i.+tS 9 3 


703 n 


ac.jii 1+ 4 
July 
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July 1770; 

Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief ~ 


300 ~ ~ or 


i33 — ~ 


Hackary Hire for the General’s Ufe — — 

Paid for z Chefts of Stationary for the Ufe of the Com- 
mander in Chief ^ . 

Paid General Sir Robert Barker for Talile Expences as 
Commander in Chief, from iftof December 1769 to 
30th of June 1770, at a Medium of 5,000 Ru{)ces 
per Month _ 

Paid D“ for Secret IilteUigence from ift December 
1769 to 30th June 1770 — . — ^ 

Paid for Dawk Hircarrahs, &c. employed ^ith the 
Commander in Chief in July, Auguft, September, 
and Cftober — — » — 


35,000 — 


3,000 — 


39,285 

Batta 1 1 per Cent. 4 » 32 i 5 7 

November 1770. 

Paid for Writer, Stationary, and Candles, for the Ufe of the Commander 

in Chief, for Odober and November 1770 — 520 

Paid Sir Robert Barker, General, for Expences incurred 

for Secret Intelligence received — — 2,000 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


2,500 

277 3 2I 


December 1770. 

Paid Sir Robert Barker’s Table Expences as Commander in Chief, from 
ift July to 31ft December, at a Medium of 5,000 
Rupees per Month — ■“ *“ 30,000 — — or 


43,606 5 7 


2,797 3 » 


33,000 


March 177!. 

Paid for 1 Jemmedar, 8 Beefties, and 4 Garrymen, employed with the 
Commander in Chief 100 — — or 


HI — " 


April 1771. 

Paid for Hircarrahs employed with the Commander in Chief for Fe- 


bruary, March, and April 1771 ^ “7 

Paid for i Jemmedar, 12 Beefties, and 4 Gurry men, with 
the Commander in Chief in April — - — - 

Paid for Hackerries, Coolies, Bullocks, &c. employed 
for the Ufe of the Commander in Chief — -7- 

Paid for Hircarrahs employed with the Commander in 
Chief — — — — 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


— 345 — 




2,024 

33 0 

2,805 

308 8 9 

3,113 9 9 


May 





append 

May 
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Paid for Dawk Hircarraha employed with the Commander in 

Chief — — , 

Paid for extraordinary Pay to Dawk Hircarrahs 

ployed with the Commander in Chief * -i' 6o ~ - 

Paid for Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief — 33 ° "" “"I 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


505 -- - 
55 8 9! 


5(0 S 


June 1771. 

Paid foif extraordinary Pay to Dawk Hircarrahs employ*! without the 


# 


Provinces with the Commander in Chief 
D" D" for Dawk Hircarrahs D* — — 

D* D' foir Beefties and Gurrymen employed — 

D° D° for Wax Cloth for the Dawks — “T* 

Paid for Hircarrahs employed with the Commander in 
Chief _ — 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


20 — 

115 

136 

12 — - — 

330 — 

613 — — 1 
67 6 lol 


July 1771. 

Paid for Dawk Hircarrahs employed with the Commander in 

Paid for Hircarrahs employed with the Commander in 
Chief ■«-- — • 

D* D° for Beefties and Gurrymen D* — • ■ — 

D“ D" for Wax Cloth for Dawks — — 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


Auguft 1771. 

Pay to Lafears with the Commander in Chief in July 1771 
Pay to thofe Artificers employed by the Commander in 
Chief, in July — • — — 


145 

330 

,36 

12 — 

623 

68 8 5 


78 

50 

128 — ■— 
>4 1 3 


Batta M per Cent. 

September 1771. 

Paid for Coolies and Sweepers, Hackeries, &c. employed with the! 
Commander in Chief in May, June, July, Auguft, and Septemberj 

Paid for Dawk Hircarrahs pmployed with the. Com' 
mandcr in Chief in Auguft and September — 

D“ for Hircarrahs employed with the Commander in 
Chief in Auguft and September — , 

D° for Beefties arid Gurrymen in Auguft and September 

D" for extra Hircarrahs in April, May, Junt, and July 
D° for Wax Cloth, Paper, Twine, Sealing Wax, and 
for the Dawk in Auguft and Septcmljer 


4,022 1 


— 288 


— . 750 — — 


236 — 

207 1 


24 “- 


Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


5.5*7 I 

607 15 


680 6 10 


691 8 5 


14* ‘ 3 


6,135 — 7 

Oaoher 



N D 


177 *' 


A P P E 

Odlobcr 1771. 


I X, 


8 . 


FaidfbrHircarrahsCmployed with the Comnunder in Chief • 253 — — 
D* for Dawk Hircarrahs D‘ — — 115-^ — 

D* for Beefties and Gurryfnn D* >— 100 ~ — 

Paid for Wax Cloth, Twined &c, for the Dawks with 
the Commander in Chief — > 

Paid for a lined Marque for the Ufe of the Commander 
,, in Chief’s Family — . — 500 — ■— 




Batta 1 1 per Cent. 


1,020 

11232 


November 1771. 

Paid for a Cheft of Stationary fupplied for the Ufe of the Commander in 

Chief — — — 600 

Paid for refitting Quarters for the Commander in Chief’s 

Office, in June — — — 737 9 2 

D” for Oil, Charcoal, &c. in D* — •— 43 14 — 

1,381 7 2 

At 11 per Cent. 151 15 4 


1772. 


March 1772. 

Paid for Sweepers employed with General Sir Robert Barker, from ift 


September 1771 to 31(1 March 1772 
Paid for Coolies, Hackeries, Camels, and Bullocks, 
employed with General Sir Robert Barker in Feb- 
ruary and March 177 a — — 

D* for Cooley Hire for D® D“, in February and March 
Paid for private Hircarrahs with the Commander in 
Chief, in January, February, and March 1772 — 
D® for Dawk Hircarrahs, D* D” D" D® — — 

D“ for Stationary for the Dawk in D® D® — 


At 1 1 per Cent. 


April 1772. 

Paid Sir Robert Barker, his Bill for his Salary as Com- 
mander in Chief, from the ift of December 1769 to 
the ift of December 1771 — • AR‘ 12,000 or CR’ 

Paid Sir Robert Barker his Bill for his Salary as Com- 
mander in Chief, from ift December 1769 to ift of 
December 1771, at jf.750 per Annum — 

Paid General Sir Robert Barker for his Table Allow- 
ance, &c. from ift of January 1771 to 3 ift Decem- 
ber following, Sonaut Rupees 60,000 — — - 

Paid for Dawk Hircarrahs with the Commander in 

— 595 


— 139 8 — 


».475 

2,067 


>3 — 
2 8 

8 — 


769 

345 
36 


11,832 15 8 

1,301 10 — 


12,960 


11,675 10 9 


66,600 — — 


Chief 

D® for Charges incurred on Account of 
the Commander in Chief’s Equipage, 
in April, May, June, and July 1771 
D® for Coolies and Hackeries with the 
Commander in Chief 


1.5*4 


8 — 


Sel. Com. Rbp. V. 


— >.374 — 

Nn 


1.13* 3 


1,533 6 6 


>3.>34 9 


April 
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1772. 

Paid Lieutenant Nichols for. refit- 
ting the Commander in Chief’s 
Quarters at Allahabad in December 
1771 — — _ 822 12^3 

4.676 4 3 

At II percent. 514 6 3 


5,190 to 6 


May 1772. 

Paid for Coolies employed as Lafears at Head Quarters, and Hackeries 
Hire, &c. employed with the Commander in Chief in April and 

May 1772 — — — — 636 

Paid for Cooley Hire, Bangy Wallacks, employed with 

the Commander in Chief — — i- — 728 — — 

Ditto for public and private Hircarrahs employed with 

the Commander in Chief — — — 415 


1,779 

At II per Cent. 195 ii — 


July 177a. 

Paid Quarter Mafter Nichols for repairing the Commander in Chief’s 
Quarters, in January and February 1772 — 1,968 i i 


Auguft 1772. 

General Sir Robert Barker’s Table Expences as Commander in Chief 
for January, February, March, April, May, and June 1772, at 5,000 

per Month — — — 30,000 

Paid for Secret Intelligence, Rewards, &c. from ift Ja- 
nuary to 30th June 1772 — — — 8,000 

Paid for private Hircarrahs with the Commander in 
Chief in July and Auguft^ — — 544 


38,544 

At II per Cent. 4.239 13 5 


September 1772. 


Paid for Dawk Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief in July and 

Auguft — — — — 230 

Ditto for Wax Cloth, and for Beefties and Gurrymen, 

Twine, Sealing Wax, in July and Auguft 296 — 

Paid for Coolies, Hackeries, Banghy Wallacks, &c. 
employed for the Service of the Commander in Chief 
in June, July, and Auguft — — 1,733 — 6 


2,259 — 6 

At II percent. 248 7 lo 


Odlober 1772. 

Paid for Private Dawk Hircarrahs with the Commander in 
Chief ““ — 325 — — or 

N n 2 


9^i6 5 3 


1,974 II __ 

2,184 8 lO 


42.783 13 5 


2,507 S 4 

360 12 
November 
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November 1772. 


N* 8. 


Paid for building fiungalow for the JJfe of the Commander in Chief | 
and his Family, at Shabad — — 1,173 13 3 — or 

December 1772. 

paitJ(|Commahder in Chief’s Bill for Secret Intelligence, from ift of July 
to 31ft December 1772 

General Sir Robert Barker, as Commander in Chief of 
the Honourable Company’s Forces in Bengal under 
th^ Prefidency of Fort William, from July to 
31ft December 1772 . — — — 30,000 — ~| 

35,000 — — 

At 1 1 per Cent. 3>850 — ■ 


1,302 15 i 


38,850 ■— 


1773 - January 1773. 

Paid for Window GlafiTes furnifhed the General’s Houfe at Dinapore, by 
OrderofGcneralSirRobertBarker,intheYeari 770 • 9 ti >3 4 — or 1 


1,012 


» 774 - 


January 1774. 

Paid Colonel Chapman, as Commander in Chief, his Table Allowance, 


for this Month , • ■ u 

Paid for Hircarrahs and Gurrymen employed with the 
Commander in Chief in Oftober and November 1773 
Paid General Sir Robert Barker, Commander in Chief 
of the Forces, for Table Allowance in July, Auguft, 
September, Oftober, November, and December I 773 > 
at 5,000 per Month — — — 

Paid for Secret Intelligence — -n. , T* 

Paid Captain Cockerell’s Bill for Bearers furnifhed the 

Commander in Chief 


— 5>ooo “ — 


548 


30,000 

3,000 

I 4 t 5 — 


38,689 5 — 

At 11 per Cent. 4,»55 >3 * 


44,945 


2 2 


February 1774. 

Paid Table Allowance to the Commander in Chief 


— 5,000 5,550 


March 1774. 

Paid Table Allowance to the Commander in Chief 


— 5,000 5*550 — — 


April 1774. 


D* D* D* 

10 


— 5.000 


5.550 


May 
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1774. May 1774. I 

Allowance of Table to the €ommf,n< 3 cr in Chief — 5,000 

For Stores Aipplied to the Cdttlrtlintfcr in Chief — • too “• “*• 

^ ' 

, S' R'. 41^,100 or 

June 1774. 


Allowance of Table to the Commander in Chief 5,000 — — or 


July 1774. 


Tabic Allowance to the Commander in Chief — 

Paid for Writer, Stationary, and Candles, for the Ufe 
of the Commander in Chief 's Office, in February and 
March — ~ — *“ 

Paid for 1 Strang, 4 TindaU, and 34 Lafears, with the 
Commander in Chief for February, March, April, 
May, and June 1774 — ^ — 

Paid for 6 Tents for the Commander in Chief 's Family, 
at 475 each — — — 

Paid for 1 D”, for the D^’s Office — — 


5,000 — — 


1,409 

1,650 

915 


8.794 

At 1 1 per Cent. 967 5 5 


Auguft 1774. 

Paid for Lafcars with Commander in Chief ~ 558 — — 

D* for A rtiAcers and Coolies, with D* — — 2,030 8 ii 

D* to 2 Quarter Mafter Serjeants and 3 Camp Colour* . 
men, employed with the Commander in Chief — 138 — — 


3,726 8 It 

At 1 1 per Cental 409 14 8 


September 1774. 

Pay to Arti^cert employed with the Commander in Chief 37 — — or 


December 1774. 

Commander in Chief’s Salary for 1 1 Months, at 6,000 

per Year — — 5.500 — — 

Table Allovirance to the Commander in Chief, for Sep- 
tember, OAober, November, and December — 20,000 — — 
Pay to thofe Artificers with the Commander in Chief in 
OAober ^ — — — - 279 — — - 

Paid for Dawlc Expences out of the Provinces with the 
Commander in Chief, in June, July, Auguft, Sep- 
tember, and October 1774 — — - 14,065 — — • 


39,844 

At u per Cent, 4,382 13 5 


May 1775. 

Allowance tjo General Clavering as Commander in Chief of the Forces 
from the -tift September 17749 to the 31ft May at ^•69000 pfcr* 
Annum, Exchange at % 4 . per Current Rupee — — 

1 


St 66 x ^ 

5 (po-_ 

• . 


9.7® I 5 5 

4.136 7 7 

41 I I 


44.23® *3 ® 

41,666 io ® 
June 
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1 

June 

1775. * 



1775* Allowance to General Clavcring* as 

Commaadcr In Chief, for June 7*-* | 

' 5,000 

July 1775® Allowance to (fin* Clavering, asCommandcrinChiefi for Jiify 

5 ,TCK )0 

Auguft. D® 

D® 

D® ' D® 

for Aug^ — j 

5>ooo 

&ptembcr. D® 

D® 

D® D“ 

for Sept' *7- 

3,000 

Sdlober. D' 

D* 

D® D® 

for OAober ^ 

5,000 

November. D® 

D® 

D» 1 / „ 

for Nov' , p— 

’ 5,000 

DSfccmber. D® 

D® 

D® D® 

for Dec' — 

5,000 

177^* January 1776. D* 

D® 

P® . D“ 

/or January — 

5,oco 

February. D* 

D® 

- D“ I)» 

for February 

5*000 

March. D® , 

P® 

D® D® 

for March — 

5,000 

V. 

April 1776. 

. ' ■ 1 


Allowance to General 

Clavering, 

as Cpmm«indcr in 

Chief, for A- 


pril — 

— 

^ — 

5,000 



Tabic Allowance to Colonel Stibbert, as Commander 
in the Field, from 6 th November 1775 to the End 

of January 1776 — 14,000 

D* D* D®, for February, March, 

and April — ' — 15,000 


Paid Coldnel Stibbert on Account of 
Secret Intelligence of the Com- 
mander in Chief in the Field, in 
January -7- — — 

D® D* D® b“, in February — 

D® D® D® D®, in March — 

P* D°, for Budgefows and Boats em- 
ployed for the Service in the Field 
in January — — 

P' D®, for D° D® D® D®, February 

D® D®, for D® D® D® D°, March — 

D® D®, for Coolies, Sweepers, and 
Gurrymen, in the Service of the 
Commander in Chief in the Field 
in January — — — 

P® D* D® D®, in February — 

D° D" D° D°, in March — 

D° D®, for Writers and Stationary 
for the vServicc of the Commander 
in Chief in the Field, in January 
D® D“ D® D® D®, February — 

D® D® D® D® D®, March — 

D® for Lafears employed in the Service 
of the Commander in Chief in the 
Field, in January •»— — , 

D® D® D® D®, in Eebruary — 

D® D® D® D®, in March 

D“ Pay to Hircarrahs in the Field, in 
January — — — 

P® D® ‘ D® D®,., in February — 

D® D® : D® D®, in March — 

D® Charges for Hircarrahs for the Ser- 
vice of the Commander in Chief in 
the Field, in January — — 

D® D® D® D®, in February ■— 

D® D® b® D®, in March — 


29,000 — — * 


J>975 — — 

2,000 

2,250 — — 


850 — — 
850 — — 
J.073 — — 


450 

480 

650 — — 


850 

aoo 

310 


279 

279 

3,7 


459 

479 — /— 
510 


150 

,30 

, 86 . 


StL.CoM. "Rap. V. 


O o 
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1776. Paid Cqlonel Stibbert for Moonibee's 
and Sircar’s Wages, &c. in the Sfer- 
vice of the Commander in Chief in 
the Field, in January — 

D*. D* D* D*, in February — 

D* D* D* D*, in March — - 

D* Pay to Becfties, for the Services of 
the Commander in Chief in the 
Field, in January — — - 

D* D” D* D*, in February — - 

D* D* D* D*, in Marc^^ — 


350 -*• 

350 * 

375 


150 — — 

,50 

,68 — 


44>®9® 

At 1 1 per Cent. — 4,937 14 4 

49,827 14 4 


May 177^. 

Salary t^ General Clavering for May 


June 1776. 

Salary to General Clavering as Commander in Chief — CR* 5,000 — — 
Paid Grtieral Stibberr, for Secret Intelligence for April 
and May — — 2,666 2 8 

At 1 1 per Cent. — *93 4 5 

2,959 7 I 


July 1776. 

Salary tO General Clavering for July — CR* 5,ocO ~ ~ 

Table Allowance to Colonel Stibbert, as Commander 

in the Field — — 5,000 — - — - tir 5,550 ~ •— 


Auguft 1776. 

Salary to General Clavering, for Auguft — CR* 5,eod ■— — 
Table Allowance to Colonel Stibberr, as Commander in 
the Field, for AuguR — 5,000 or 5,550 ~ 


September 1776. 


Salary to General Clavering, for September ' — CR* 5,000 — — 
Table Allowance to Colonel Stibbert, as Cbtnmiinder 
in the Field, for May and June 10,000 •— — 

Secret Intelligence allowed by the 

Board of Infpedion, for June, July, ^ ’ 

and Auguft — — 3,899 4 — 


At 1 1 per Cent. 


,3,999 4 

*,539 *4 8 

» 5*539 * <1 


Oftober 177I5. 

Salary 10 General Clavering, for October — CR* 5,000 ^ — - 
Table Allowance to Colonel Stibbert 5,000 br 5,550 ~ ~ 


Oo 2 


S 4 * 9*7 «4 4 
5,000 — — 


7.959 7 » 


10,550 


10^0 — - 


90^39 * * 


:io ,550 

Nowembir 



appendix, 8. 

I77€. November 177^. . 

Salary to General Clawing, for November !L CR' c^ooo 

Table Allowance to Colonel Subbcrt sfioo - or 5,550 — —I 




December 1776. 

Srtary tOf General Clavering, for December — CR* 
Table Allowance to Colonel Stibbert — 5,000 ■— — . 
^ Paid Colonel Stibben*s Contingencies 

incarrcd on Account of Bearen for W 

bis Copiveyance from Mirzapore to 


5,000 i- — J 


Belgraim, by Qrdcr of the board, 


!iei 

25th April — . 


-t 4.75® 9 3 


0,756 9 3 

Allowance to D* for Secret Intelligence 1,333 * 4 

11,089 10 7 
At II per Cent. — • 1,219 13 9 


12,309 8 4! 


January 1777. 


1777. General Glavcring’s Salary for January — Current Rupees 5,000 ~ — 1 
T able Expence to Colonel Stibbert, for D* 5,000 — — 

Secret Intelligence to D* for D* i>333 t 4 


At 1 1 per Cent. 


6.^33 I 4 
696 10 2 


7,029 11 6 


February 1777. 

General Glaverfng’s Salary for February — CR* 
Table Allowance to Colonel Stibbert, 
forD* — — — 5,000 — • 

Paid D% for Secret Intelligence 1,333 1 4 

6,333 1 4 

At II per Cent. — 696 10 2 


5,000 1 


7,029 II 6 


March 1 777. 

General Clavering’s Salary for March CR’ 

Table Allowance to Colonel Stibbert 5,obo ^ 

Paid D° for Secret Intelligence — *,333 * 4 


5,000 — -4 


At II per Cent, 


6,333 ‘ 4 

-i- 69O' io 2 


7,029 1 1 6 


April 1777. 

General Clavering’s Salary for April — CR* 
'l able Fxpe'nce to Colonel Stibbert — 5,000 — — 

Paid D% , for Secret Intelligence — i,333 * 4 


5, OOP — -H 


10,550 — — 


At ii'per Cent. 


6,333 1 4 
696 10 2 


7,029 II 6 


17,309 




12,019 11 6 


12,029 It € 


12,029 II f 


12,029 It < 
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1777 * 


May 1 777-; 

■ I 

General Clavering’s Salary for M% — • tK* 

Table Expcnccs to Colonel StibTjcrt, D* 5,006 — — 
Paid D*, for Secret Intelligence — J»33J * 4 

• 6,33 ^ I 4 

At II per Cent. ^96 10 2 


June 1777. 

General Clavering’s Salary for June, -- CR* 
Table Expcnces to Colonel Stibbert 5,006 — — 
Paid D*, Secret Intelligence — ‘*333 * 4 


6.333 * 4 

At II per Cent. — 696 10 2 


July 1777. 

General Clavering’s Salary for July — — CR* 

Table Allowance to Colonel Subbert 5,000 — — 
Paid D* Secret Intelligence — 1*333 i 4 

6,333 » 4 

At II per Cent. 696 10 2 


Auguft 1777. 

General Clavering’s Salary for Auguft — - CR* 

Table Allowance to Colonel Stibbert 5,000 

Paid Secret Intelligence — — - 1,333 * 4 

6,333 * 4 

At II per Cent. 696 10 2 


September 1777^ 

General QlAvering’s Salary for September — CR* 

Colonel Stibbert’s Table Allowance 5,000 

D* Secret Intelligence — — ‘*333 « 4 

, ^ 6,333 I 4 

At II per Ce,nt. 696 10 2,^ 


Oftober 1777'. 

General Stibbert’s Table Allowance for Oflober 
D® Secret Intelligence — • — - 


At 1 1 per Cent. 


2 


5,600 — 


7,629 If ^ 


5,000 . — 


7,029 I, I 6 


5,000 


7,029 1 1 6 


5,000 — 


7,029 II 6 


^,000 


7,029 1 1 6 


5,600 

*.333 * 4 
6,333 I 4 

096 10 2 


T 

II 6 


*2.0^9 II 6 


12,029 II 6 


12,029 II 6 


12,029 II 6 


7,029 1 1 6 

Novembef 



A P E N ft t X, N“S. 

tffj. Novembfr 1777; 

'Geneiad' ^bixi't'S T«b!i AUovaoce for Novei«r - 
SecTM ipteUigen^e — — • , . 


5,000 — — . 


At 1 1 per Centi 
December 1777. 

Ab- GeiieAl Stibbert’s Table Allowance for December JK' 
D* Secret Intelligence — 

At 1 1 per Cent. 


6.333 t 

4 

696 10 

2 



5,000 -i- 


•*333 • 

4 

6.333 

4 

696 10 

2 


1778? April 17784 

• ' V 

Pay to Brigadier Gi||tral Stibbert for January , 
Table Allowance to !)• for D® ~ 

Allowance to D® for Secret Intelligence m 


jro ~ — 

— 5»ooo 

“ *>333 I 4 




% 


6,643 1 4 

At II per Cent; 730 ii « 
^ 


July 1778. 


Commander in ChtePs .Contingent Charges, from September 1777 to 

December aa — _ 12,000 

D* from January to june 1778 — — 18,000 

D* Difference of Pay betyreen Colonel and Brigadier 
General, from Septemberib DMember 1777 — 729 4 5 

D° D*, from January to May 1778 — — 922 6 10 

D* Salary for June 1778 — i.. ^86 7 9 

D* Secret Intelligence for May -1— — t.333 — - — 

D| D* D* ffrjune — * — *>333 — ■ — 


34,804 3 — 
At It per Cent. 3,828 7 4 


September 1778, 

Table Allowance to General Stibbert for July and Augull 10,000 — — 
Contingencies to General Stibbert for July and Auguff 6,000 — • 
Paid General Stibbert’s Charges for July and Auguft a,666 2 


18,666 2 8 

At 11 per Cent. ^,053 4 5 




O^ober 1778. 

S^b( 


Table Allowance to General Simbcrt for September » 5,000 — -^r 

Total Current R’ 


Fort William, ' 
the 8th May 1779. ^ 


7,019 1 1 6 


7,029 ii 6 


7.373 «3 * 


38,632 II 4 


20,719 7 t 


5^550 


‘t.9«.39P. >5 


krroh excHjpted, 

(Signed) W" Pawfon, 

M^P^ M' Gen'. 


811. Com. Raft V* 


Pp 


Governor 



N-a. 


A P P E N D IX, 

tjovcrnor General — This Account is evidently falfe thrbughout ; not one i.f the Articles cf gx. 
pence, which were enumerated in the Order t^J the Military Paymafler General, being fully inferted Ju 
It, or following in each Month’s Expences, many of them tpitjtljy.tjfqiiifed.' Mahy MOnths Ex- 
pence were wholly omitted, and Advances which were made to the Cdpimandft^j ih: Chief inferred as 
Articles of Expence j «$ for Inftance, in the Account of Augoft 176? Svirifof 87,700 Rpperj 
is fet down as advanced to the Commander in Chief. 1 have fclefted the Period which 1 fuppof<. to 
include thcExpencesof General Smith when he was Commander in Chief, which begin with the Month 
of July 1767, and end with the Month Of December 1769. If the Expences of his Command 
which ceafed on the i4tli Noveniber 17^, extended tqjkthnt Pery)d, ^the Whole Antou^^ie^down to 
his Account by the Military Paymafter General is no morfe thaili Ru^iees | 94 tOjl. id. 5. from which 
if the Sum of 87,700 Rupees be dcdu^lcd, which is an Atiyance and not an Expcnce, the whole 
Sum of the Expences of the Cummai|||» in Chief during the Perio.l of 28 Mo^lSsi 
6,332. 10. 5. or about ia6 Rupees per^onth. As a further Proof cf the Falfiiy of, this Account 
I beg Leave to infert in this Place an Account Current, delivered in by. General Smith himfclf in 
Confultation the 14th of November 1769; in which he Rates Advances trade to him by the Pay- 
nufter of the Second Brigade, cxclufivc of his Dtlifts, amounting to 3,^0,000 Rupees, and Dif- 
bUrfements amounting to 3,46,104. 10. 6. none of which appear.in the Paymafter General’s Ac- 
count. I will not waftc Time with furtlicr Comments on fuch a Pcrform.mcc : Ic would be an Ah- 
furdity to fend it back for Correftion. I Ibal! forbc.ir at iliis I'ime M take any further Notice of 
the Condufl of the Paymafter General in this Inftance ; bat fincc he has Ihcvvn cither fuch an Un- 
willingnefs or Incapacity to execute the Orders of the Board, I move, I'hat Mr. Carmichael hi? De. 
puty be ordered to prepare the Account; And to prevent furtlicr •Miftakcs, I mnve, That in Addi- 
tioif to the Orders, he be required to add the Amount of Profits re^l^rcd by thc-Commandeis in 
Chief from the Monopoly of Salt, and Comminion on the Revenues ; the former may be obtained 
from Mr. Killican, and the lattcf from the Accoinptant General : And that he be likcwile direfted to 
fpcci/y the Period of each Commander in Chief’s Expence^, ui'eiuioning them by Name. 


Bptraift Confultation, the i4tli November 1769. 


General Smith delivers In an Account of his Expences fincu he has^ad the Comrrwnd of thaArmyj 
Ordered, That the Account be entered after the Confultation j and that the Military Paymafter 
General pay the Balance. i. . , <f_, , 

(Signed) W. Bruere, 

A cl' Sfc^ 

w 

The Honourable Company D*. 


1766. 

Odlob'. Nazir to the King — . — 

1767, 

April. To Maharaza Bulwand Sing, 

An Elephant — 

Serpeach and Drefs — - 


— 3,000 — — 

— 1,009 — 


816 


4,000 — 


May. Nazirs to the King for myfcif and Suite, — — — 

To the Nabob Vizier Sujah ul Dowla at Allahebad, 

5 Horfes — — — 3,000 — — 

An Igiiephant — . 3,000 — — • 

9 t'rays of Kincobs, Gold Cloths, Shauls, &c. 2,400 .. 

A Culze and Serpeach — _ .. 2,500 — 




1,280 


10,900 — 


June, 


The Shah Zada, or King^s Son, on his paying me a Vifit. 
Nazirs — — 

5 Horfes — , — _ — . 

9 Trays of Kincobs, Gold Cloth, &c. -i*- 

A Cul# and 'Serpeach ~ — ’ 


336 

9.800 — — - 

2,400 

1.800 — - — 


July. 


Prefents to his Majefty Shah Allum, on his 
Nazirs 

A rich Mifical 4 ^ 1 ock ^ •— 

7 Horfes • — - , ' - — t. 

An Ekphant <— — 


honouring me wii 
' — 1,616 

— 1:94+ 

— ■ 3»900 

— 3,000 


a Vifit,. 



7 . 33 ^ 


P p 2 




* 

1 1 Trays 
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V" 


1767* 


lit Trtyjof Kincob, Gold and Silver Cloths, 

Shaul^ &c, — 2 >945 *“ 

AjCulze of Seipeacli — : . x,7oo 


Nazir to at' thir Coronation Fcaft 

Ditto, on the birth of a Prince — 


Tanf ‘ Prefenti to the Nabob Vizier on my vificing him at Fyzabad, 

^ ' A6 Elephant — . 3, coo — — - 

S Horle* . — . — — 3,500 4a. — 

^Eihbroidered Sumpter Cloths, Gilt Bridles, S^ 

diet, and Furniture 2,000 — — 

A rkb Mufical Clock — — t,944 — ■ 

« 9 Trays of Kincobs, Gold and Silver Cloths« 

” Shauiss (bd fine*Muflins — ‘ ' 2,600 — — 

A Culze and Serpeach — * — 2,200 — 


Ditto to ^e Vizier's Son Nabob Mirza Amany, 

5 Trays of Kincobs. Gold Cloths, Shauls, &c. 
Fuzees, Piftojb, Gloves, Velvets, Pi(fturcs, &c. 


r.S/O — • 
2,000 — — 


Fcb'^ Ditto to the Nabob Muncte ul Dowla, 
5 T rays of KinebS, &c. — 

A Culze and Serpeach — . 


1.145 — ~ 

1,000 — — 
" H I ’ 


N^if 


^itto to the Nabob NScljif Ca^, Mha Rajah Aget Singi the Sons of 
MuNere'ul Dowlah and Sittab Roy, and to the Son of Nabob Afez 
RhemuCj one of the Rohilla Chiefs ^ — 


Dec', 


Nazir to the King for Self and Suite ~ 

5 Trays Kincobs, SIiIkiIs, 8 cc; <— — 

A Culze and Serpeach 


1,256 — . 
1,000 


Nazirs to the King for Self and Suite,- Shah Zadah, on his paying me a 


Nazir . — 

5 Trays of Kincobsi. Shauls, Sec. — 

3 HorfeS — — 

Fire Arms, Pictures, &c. — - 

255 

1,660 

1,500 

744 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 } i 

Nazir to Nabob Mogul Allee^ Bi other to Nizam Allee^ SubaK of 
Decan, 

5 Trays of Shauls, Kincobs, Sec. — 1,350 — — 

.. Fuzee and PilUils — — 300 — — 

Ditto to Nabob Nudjif Cawn,; 

5 Trays of Shaulsy Kincobs, &c. — 

Fuzee and Pidols 

♦ 

1,280 

300 

4 

Nazir to the King on the Feaft of the Ede — 



Prefrnt to the NaboP^izier Sujah ul Dowla, 

^ 9 Trays of Kincobs, Shauls^ and Gold Cloths 

A Culze and Sf rpeach — ; — ^ 

Ao Elephant — — a. — 

2,600 

2.000 

3.000 

1 1 1 

14 J 


16,105 

816 

33 ^ 


15,244 

'.S'- 

.3,370 

2,145 

3,975 

816 

2,256 — -- 


4,159 — — 


1,650 


1,580 

816 f 




7,600 

Frefents 



A f» if* E N t» 


1769. 


March. Prefents to the Nabob Muner^ ul Dowla, 

2 large Luftres — — : 

4 Pieces of Embroidered Silk — 
1 Piece of Europe Silver Tifluc ~ 
' Pictures and Prints — ^ 


I. X, 




800.. •?- 

i,3«o — — • 

, .; 7 " 

400 — i- 


To Nazir to the King on the Fcaft of Narofe 


Prefents to Mhah Rajah Agct Sing, 

AHorfe»^' — , — — 

Fuzee and Piftols ■ ' — 

Serpeach — — — . 

yOO 

450 — — 
500 — — 

To Prefents to the Nabob Ahmet Cawn Bungift, 
Tribe, 

Europe Broad Cloth — — 

Fuzees, Piftols, and Telcfcopcs — 

Chief of thePatcan 

975 — • — 

6iO — — 

D* to Mha Rajah Bulwand Sing, 

A Drefs and Serpeach — — 

>4 

D' to the Sons of Muliete ul Dowla and Sittab Roy, &c, of Cloths, 
Shauls, &c. 

D* to Mahraza Bulwand Sing, 

A Drefs adfScrpeach *— 

A State Palankeen ~ *- 

A State Ho wdah for an Elephant 

— 


Durbar Charges, including Prefents to the Vackeels, tO the lCing*s Houf 
hold Servants, to the Servants of the Vizier, and othet Omrahs, and 
the Expenccs of my Decan, at 600 Rupees per Month t 36 Months, 
from the ift September 1766 to the ift September — 

S‘ R' 

Calcutta, 

the iith Sept'. 1769. « 


The Honourable Company D'. 

Total ExpMces during my Command of the Army, and as Comman- 
der in Cntef, from the ill: of Auguft 1769, at a Medium ^mounting 
to 5,200 Rupees per. Month, 36 Months — S* R* 


the 11th Septeoifter 1769. 


Errors excepted, 
(Signed) 


‘Richard Smith. 


*.995 ^ 

m 

J>6so — i; 


*.585 

970 

85b 


990 

4.00 

3.95^ 


21,600 — — 


1,24,606 

I I, w 


1,87,200 ^ — 


Stttemen* 
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Statemeat of Calb received and due from the Honourable Company. 




To Diiburfements, as per Bill de- 
livered to the Board ~ S' R* 3,11,806 — — 
Batta — - 34.298 10 6 


CR‘ 3,46,104 10 6 


1767. 

Dec, By Cafti received from the Paymaftcr of 
. the Second Brigade 55,500 •— >— 

1768. 

55,500 

D-^ - 77.500 


Jan. D" D 
Sept, ly D' 
1769. 

July D- D' 
Oftob. D* D' 


D® — — 70,000 — — - 

D* — — 5».30o 

• 3,10,000 

Balance — 36,104 10 6 


CR‘ 3,46,104 10 6 


(Signed) Richard Smith. 


The Governor General’s Motions being agreed to, 

Refolved, That Mr. Carmichael, the Deputy of the Military Paymaftcr General, be ordered to 
prepare the Account required i that he be alfo direfted to add the Amouht of Profits received by the 
Commanders in Chief from the Monopoly of Salt, and Commiflion on the Revenues •, and to fpecify 
the Period of each Commander in Chief's Expences, mentioning them by Name. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpeflion at Fort William in Bengal, the lyih 

June 1779. 

The following Letter from the Deputy Military Paymaftcr General, with the Accounts prepared by 
him of the Allowances and contingent Charges drawn by the different Commanders in Chief, from 
the Year 1763 to the Commencement of Brigadier General Stibbert’s Command, having been fent 
in Circulation to the Members .,pf the Board, with the Opinion recorded by the Governor General 
on the 20th of lafl: Month, the Minutes delivered thereon are accordingly entered. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the Board 

of Infpcftion. 

Plonourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In Obedience to the Orders of the Board, fignified to me by your Secretary’s Letter of the aotb, 
aiid received by roe the azd Inrtant, I have the Plcafurc to inclofe herewith a general Abftradl: 
oi (He Allowances drawn, and Expences incurred, by the feveral Commanders in Chief, from the 
ift May 1763 to the ill September 1777, when the Command devolved to Brigadier General .^tib- 
beit, by the Deccafe of Sir John Clavering; alfo Abftrafts containing the particular Expences of 
each, as extrafted from the Military Paymafter General’s Books, with an Account of the Commiflion 
upon the Revenues as drawn by them from the firft Inftitution of that Fund to the Period above- 
mentioned j with Abftraftsof the Profits which arofe to General Carnac from his Share, as Com- 
mander in Chief, in the Monopoly of Salt, as furniftied me by Mr. Killican, Accomptant of that 
Concern. 

I mull remark, that from the vague Manner in which the Dilburfements of the Army were 
entered in the Military Books previous to the Year 1766, many Charges mud have undoubtedly 
efcaped my Obfervation, from not having the particular Service for which they were incurred (pe- 
cificd by the Paymafters in their Entries -, and as the Commilfaries of Boats who pn cccdcd Mr. 
Cobham, have not diftinguilhed thofe employed by the Commander in Chief, it is impoflible to 
afeertain the Expence of that Article before the Month of February 1771 ; nor has the Contractor 
for Elephants, Camels, and Bullocks, throughout the whole Time for which the Account is c rn- 
piled, ever made a particular Charge for thofe attendant upon the Commander in Chief, though it 
is well known that a large Complement was always allotted for his Service. , - , , - . 

The Honourable Botrd will obferve, that in the Abftradfs N» i. 3. 4, and 6 , though I have 
made Eftimates of the Pay.and Batta to Majors Adams, Carnac, and Munro, and to Brigadier Ge- 
neral Carnac (wHch dpes not appear to have been received by them leparatcly, but which I fup- 

Sel. Com. Rep. V. 0*1 
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pcfe they have drawn in the Rolls of their refpeftive Corps) yet I have not included thef' Amount 
thereof, being Current Rupees 52,768. i2. 8. in the General Abftrad.— The Sums of Current Ru, 
pees S6,032. 12. 3. and Current Ruj^ccs 10. 6.’ diftingUiflied itt' taie. 'Abftraft of General 

Smith’s Expcnces by an Allerilm, bclidcs other Charges, contain rciclc$ p refen ted t o diffVrenr 

Princes a« Nazirs: Whether they ought or ought not to be conlidereu afTorPfgn To this "Account 
the Honourable Board will judge. The Bill bf Exchange for Current Rupees 1,00,000, drawn 
by Sir Robe rt Barker in favour of Soujah Dov^^la, was placed by the Military Paymafter Qjtn^l 
to ithe Debit of the Commander irt Chief in Sif^tember it 771. 1 be Books ot ^har Year not Ixing 

found, I am at a Lofs to know in what Manrttr it was balanced, and have therefore inferted it 
TvithoOt Particulars. 

I'he Board will taItJr Mbtice, that from the 15th September 1765 to 27th January no 

Charge appears for the Commander in Chief; Lord Clive being Governor as well as CoiniViundcr 
in Chief, moft probably drew his AlWiwances from the Buxey. 

Before I conclude, it may be proper to obferve, that previous to Brigadier General Stibbert’s 
coming to the Command of the Army by the Death of General ClavcriHg, he drew^ confidcrablc 
Allowances as ConJmander in Chief in the FicllS, which might with Propriety be united to thofc 
drawn by General Clavering during the fame Time ; however, as the Secretary^ Letter only fpc, 
cifies the Allowance of the Commander in Chief, not ihofe of the Commander in Chief in the 
Field, they ire not inferted in the accompanying Account, 

Other Articles might be added to this Abftraft, fiieh -as the Sums charged in the Revenue Ac- 
counts for Bearers for them and the Staff, &c. &c. but as thofc Charges are not mentioned in 
the Secretary’s Letter, they are not included. 

i have the Honour to be. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 


(Signed) 


John Carnriichael, 

Maf GeneraL 


Sir Eyre Cootc — I agree entirely with the Governor GtniferaVs Refoludon. 

Mr. Whclcr —1 think the Sums advanced by the different Commanders for the following Pur- 
pofes, are improperly introduced in the Accounts bcfoic me, as they make no Part of the Allow- 
iirt(dcs drawn by them, or of the Expcnces incurred on their Accounts ; viz- 

Payment for Secret Intelligence, 
for Dawk Charges, 
for Nuzzar Anas. 

I have no Reference to General Clavering’s Account, btit by the Sum carried to his Debit in the 
General Abftraft, the Charge of Houfe Rent fcfcms to be ohaicted. 

Mr. Francis—* I jiavc not looked into the Particulars of thefc Accounts, nor do I think them at all 
material to the clearing-up of any Queftioh that may occur at prefeht rclpeding the Commander in 
Chief’s Allowances. But as the Account drawn up by the Deputy Paymaftcr amounts to more than 
double that of the Account delivered in by the Paymaftcr General, I think the latter (hould be called 
upon to defend and explain his Account. 

Mr. Barwcll — I have not the leaft Objed^ion to Mr. Francis’s Propofition. The fullcft Informa- 
tion that can be givVn on the Subjeft,’ will render it better underftood by the Company, and place 
the Rights of the different Commanders in Chief in their juft Point of View. 

Governor General — I agree to Mr, Francis’s Propofition, and (hall referve what further I may 
have to fay on the Subjeft, to the Time in which it (hall be again brought before the Board. 

Rcfolvcd, That the Military Paymafter General be called upon to defend and exjjlilain the Accourtt 
accompanying his Letter of the 8th of May, recorded on the Proceedings of Che 20th 6f that 

Ordered, That the Accounts delivered in by the Deputy Paymafter General, be entered after tnfs 
Day’s Confultation. 
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1763. 

May. 


An Abdra^; of the Anow4RCc$ drawn by Major Adams, from the ift May lyg, 
to the Time of his Dcjith jn Januyy 1764, as extradlcd from the Military Paymaftcr 
General’s Books. 


June. 


July. 


Augiift. 

Septenv 


Major Adams, his Table Expences for 
May _ — _ — 

Moonlhce 3n|y|^iter — — > 

Repairs of Gr^rcttc Houfe — 


Moonfhcc for Major Adams — 

Writer — — 

Hircarrahs — — . — . 


AR* 

4.973 I * 6 

300 

215 


50 — — 

50 — — 
65 


Hircarrahs — — — 

Table Expences for June and July — 11,589 13 2 


469 


Moonlhce 
Writer 


Hircarrahs employed by the Commander in Chief 


Oaob' 


Nov’’ 


pec’ 


1764. 

Ecb'" 


^arch. 


Ditto _ ^ — 

Moonlhee and Writer — - — 

Paid for Sundries, by Order of Major 
Adams — — . __ 


Hircarrahs employed by Major Adams 
Moonlhce and Writer — — 

Prefents given to Hircarrahs in SepP 
and O^V _ _ 

Ditto — - Ditto in Odlobcr —r 

Mr. Grant’s Bill for Stationary for the 
Commander in Chief •«- 


Hircarrahs employed by the Com- 
mander in Chief — — 

Prefents to Ditto — 

Table Expences to Miyor Adams for 
Aug', Sept', and Oaober — 
Moonlhee and Writer — — 


Prefents given by Major Adams to 
Sittob Roy — — — 4»440 5 *— 

L.a fears employed by D” — — — 

Budgerow for Major Adams — 198 8 —r 

Paid Capt. Stah^ on Account of Majpr Adams his 
Expences for 1^^' and Decern' — — • 

Paid by Military Pay^fter General to the Executors 
of Major Adams, his Table Expences in November 
and December 1763, and January 
1764 r— — — ty.aSO 3 6 

Jedudf paid tpCaptain Stables at Camp 11,346 — — 


5,488 It 6 


165 — 


100 — — 

50 


12 , 2 p 8 13 2 

1,235 — 


203 2 6 

150 

97 

-r*.. - r- 

83 a 8 — 

150 — 

535 4 -T 
3*0 4 — 

142 8 — « 


97® 

346 

26,642 7 9 

150 


450 2 6 


1,980 8 — . 


28,108 7 9 


4,67* *3 — 

11,346 


5,884 3 ® 


« - 7>.538 ** 5 

patu 8 per Cent. 5,723 i 6 


77^261 12 11 
It 



If 

f P 


8. 



—7 "TO IM me I5in . 

Tune of his Death, z 6 t Days — 

Dttto hi^ Battr (the fame aa Ve find is 
drawn by Major Allifiew) 50 R’ 
per Djem - ’ _ 

• - _ ————— 14,^16 — 

Batta 8 per Cent. 


^ E^iiSE” &f Cmp 

«c., — _ __ _ Current R* 

v, , , • ' 


Fort Wiltiaffl, 
the 31ft May 1779. 


*5.785 4 $ 


93.047 * 4 


Errors excepted. 

(Signed) John Carmichael, 

D* M' P' Gen'. 


g|1g-g 

riaol 

I ?"<§ * 

S M " W 
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r n • I 
1763. 
Dec'. 


Jan'\ 


An AbftraA of Allowances drawn by Major Knox in December 1763 and fanuary 1764 
as extrafted frpm the Military Paymafter General’s Books. ^ 7 4 » 


Table Expences to Major Knox 
Extra Expences by Ditto „ 

Dieting Prifoners by Ditto " — 

Writer, Linguift, and Moonlhce for D“ 

Moonlhec to Major Knox — — 

M^or I^ox, 3 Bills for Elephants and 
Camels — 


5,ooq — — 
700 — — 

350 

350 


— — 200 — — 


6,400 — 


16,320 


Batta 8 per Cent. 


16,720 — — 

23,120 

>.849 9 7 

Current Rupees 


r 

It would appear that Major Knox drew the Allowances above- 
mentioned, as Commanding Officer, from the Time of Major Adams 
quiuirig the Command till Major Carnac affumed it, which was in Fc- 
^“5*^^7041 they may therefore wiiff Propriety be united tothofe of 


Fort Williaii,^ _ 
the 31(1 May 1779. 


24,969 9 7 


Errors excepted. 

(Signed) John Carmichael, 

D» Pay' Gen'. 


Su.CoM. Rep.V. 


D . 


An 
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1764. 

Feb"' 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June. 


July. 


An Abftraft of Allowances drawn by Major Carnac, while c<>mht 4 ndiri| Army, 
commencing in February 1764, and ending tlic jitt July 1764, a» from the 

Military Paymarter Gcn-ral’s Books. 


Hircarrahs attending Major Carnac — 
Fable Expenecs to D* for February — 

Hircarr.ahs atteifliiihg the Commander 
in Chief — — “ 

Prefents to Ditto, for Secret Intelligence 
Table F.xpcnces for March — 

Salains made the Nabob — — 

Major Carnac’s Moonfhec — 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander 
in Chief _ _ — 

Prefents to Ditto, for Secret Intelligence 
Table Expenecs for April — 

Moonihec and Writer — — • 

Hircarrahs for May *-* 

Prefents to D*for Secret Intelligence 
Table Expenecs for May — 

D° for Mcndy Ally Cawn — 

Moonihee for May — . — 

Captain Scabies’s Bill for Hircarrahs 
attending the Commander in Chief 
for June — 

Prefents to Hircarrahs and to the King’s 
Servants — — — 

Fable Expenecs for June — 

Major Garnac’s Moonihee and Writer 

Major Garnac’s Tabic Expcnces for 
July — 

Writer 


,71 

5,356 10 — 


1,007 — — 

950 

6,697 -7 — 

375 

200 — — 


1,100 — — 

1,360 

8,631 ® — 

200 

923 

1,035 

7,951 la — 

4«5 

200 — — 


5,527 10 — 


9,235 • 


11,291 8 


10,524 12 — 


g'o’ 

o". 


— 776 — 


1,115 — — 

9,877 

200 — ~— 


8.153 

200 


Bacta 8 per Cent. 


11,968 


8,353 


56,899 14 
4,551 15 10 


Current Rupees 


1,086 — — 
9,050 — 


As Major Carnac has not drawn Pay or Batta by fcparatc 
Bill, it is to be fuppof^d he has drawn them in the 
Abllrads of his Corps. Suppofe then Pay as Major, 
from the i ft February to the itt Auguft 1764,3. 6 — 

Batta (the fame as is drawn by Major Alkficw) a. 50 — 

Batta 8 per Cent. 

>« 

Total, ruppofingiio Expence to be incurred for Boats, Elephants, Camp 
Equipage, &c.^ — — — Current Rupees 


10,136 — 
810 14 


,r 


61,45* *3 


10,946 14 * 
72,398 11 ** 


Fott William, 
the 31ft May 1779. 


Errors excepted. 

(Signed) John Carmichael, 

D'' Pay' Gen‘. 


Rr a 


An 
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1764. 

Aiiguft. 


An AWtr^^l of Allowances drawn by Mdjor Monro from the ift Atiguft 1764 to the ift 
Jaj^aiy 1765, whUft commanding the Army, as extrafted from the Military Paymafter 
General’s Books. 


Captain) 3tables, his Bill for Hircarrahs attending the Commander in 
Chiei — — i •— 880 — — 

Prefenti to D* for Intelligence — • 185-——. 

Major Monro’s Table Expences for 
Augiift — — — , 7,364 8 — . 


Septeny 


Oftober 


Kov'. 


Dec' 


*765- 

March. 




8,429 8 — 


Captainj Stables, his Bill for Hircarrahs with the Com- 
n^ntfcf iaXhief — 1,067 — — 

Secret IpteHigence i 152 — — 

Major Monro’s Table Expences for 

^ptember — - — - 4»497 8 6 


Major Monro’s Bill for an Elephant 3,000 

Repairing a Garden for the Comman* 
dcr in Chief • , •“* , *»435 “* ““ 

Hircarrahs atcendirvg D* — ’ 1,174 8 — 

Prefents to Hircarrahs «— 719 — — 

Major Monro’s Bill for Gratuity ; 1,600 — • *— 

D” Prefents to fundry People — • 4,065 — — 

Table Expences for Oftober 4,966 14 — 


Major Monro’s Bill for an Elephant— 3,000 — — 

Hircarrahs attending D* — 1,145 

Prefents -to D" — — 684 — — 

Majdr Monro’s Table Expences — 4,959 * 9 

Ditto for Sundry Salaams — ' 6,437 — — 

Ditto for feveral ether Expences — 1,134 ix — 


Hircarrahs attending the Commander in 
Chief — _ 1,202 — — 

Prefents to D* — — 394 — — 

fable Expences — — 6*344 4 

Stationary for Major Monro — 309 8 — 

Two Bills of Major Monro’s for Servants Wages — • 

BatU 8 per Cent. — 

As no Charge appears fot Major Moftro’s Pay ot 
Bat(a, it is to be prelumed he drew both in the Aby 
ftra|5fej of his Regiment: Suppofe them* 

Pay as Major, at 6 per Diem — ‘ 918——* 

Batta, AS Commandant, at 50 per D* 7,650 — — ♦ 

Batta at 8 per Cent. — 


5,716 8 6 


16,960 6 


‘7»369 *3 9 


7,249 I* 
1,145 H — 


56,861 14 3 
4.548 15 


8,368 — - 

6«!6' 7 


Total (fuppofe no ExpenCe to be inturred on Accouhf^ Boats, Camp 
Equ^age, 8 cc.) ^ Current Rupees 


6i,4io ij 6 


9.253 7 — 


70,664 4 6 


Fort William, 
the 31ft May 1779. 


Efrors eitcepted, 

(Signed) John Carmichael, 

D'’ M» Pay' Geo'. 


Ah 
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An Abftradl: of Allowances drawn by Sir' Robert Fletcher, when ^ommaiiding the Arm 
frou) the 6th January to the 12th February 1765, as extraAed fronivjj|J Military 

matter General’s Books. • . 

Difburfed by Sir Robert Fletcher on fundry Occa- i 

fions ' • — 2,500 — — M ^ 

His Expences as Commander in Chief 

Irom the 6th January to the 12th *■ ; .4 

February — — . 6,010 — • — ^ ^ , 

His Bill for 390 Coolies employed — *,750 

His D” for Nazirs at the Siege of ' 

Allahabad — — 11,464 8 -r- 

3 M 24 8'-t? 

Batta 8 <)cr Cent. , , iff 4 

, "*31462 7 ^ 

Current Rupees 

Nptwithftanding Sir Robert Fletcher drew the Allowances as Comman> 
der in Chief, I find they were alfo drawn for the fame Time by General 
Carnac, upon which Account I have united both together in the Ge- 
neral Abllradl. ’ 



Fort William, 
the 3 1 ft May 1779. 


■ .. Errors pccepted. 

(Signed) Joiiia Caci^bsel, 

. O'' W Pay' Gen' 
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1765. 

Fcb'r 


April. 


May. 

June. 

Joly. 


An AbftraA of Allowances drawn by Brigadier General Carhac, from’ the ift January to 
the 15th September 1765, as extrafted from the Military Paymafter General’s Books. 


Coolies employed carrying General Carnac’s Baggage 
to Camp — . 141 I ^ 

Hircarrahs attending the Commander 

r* 3.333 8 


in Chief 


General Carnac’s Table Expences for 


January 


— • 8,794 


General Carnac’s Table Expences for February ^and 
March 18,292 8*11 

D° D° for April — — 7,698 — ■ — 

D" D° for Mindy Ally Cawn — - 2,263 12' — 

Pay and Batta to General Carnac’s 
Moonftiec and Writer — 1,060 — • — 

General Carnac’s Travelling Charges 

from Patna to Camp >>051 ; 8 — • 

Writers and Moonihees D* — loo — — > 

Moonftice’s Pay — — .320 — — 


Captain Swinton’|. Bill for Hircarrahs, attending the 
Commander in Chief in March, April, and May — 
Hircarrahs attending in June i»247 — — 

General Carnac’s Tabl(||||aipences for 
Ditto — . •— , . 7,440 -- — 

Hircarrahs attending D* in July — - i>ii9 8 — 

Table Expences to D* for May and 

July — — 14,540 

Writers Pay for June — — aco 


12,268 9 — 




30.785 ,J2 U 


5,322 — — 


8,687 ‘ 


15,859 8 — 


Hircarrahs 
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1765. 

Aug'jf' 


Sept' 


•. A i 

S 9 


«• 

fa 


Hircarr 4 h» atceoding the Commander 

in Chief — 

His Moonfliec for June, July, and 
Auguft •— — 

His Writer in July and Auguft — • 


— >.>35 


Mircarrahs attending the Commander 
in Chief i—i — 

General Cwnac’s Durbar Charges in 
Au'^uft and September — 

His Table Expences from tft Auguft 
to 1 5th Scpiemhfrr — — 

2 Mopnihees and 1 Writer for Sep- 
tember — — 


886 

200 — — . 


1,115 

2,854 — 

9,388 i 

320 — 


Batta, 8 per Cent. 


r, 2 J 5 


>3*677 


87,814 13 II 
7,025 a 11 


It does not appear that General Carnac drew Pay or Batta by 
(eparatc Bill. It is probable, then, that he received it in tlic Abllrad 
of his Corps. Suppofe then. 

Pay as Colonel, from the ift January to the ]6ch 

September, at to — * — !^590 

Batta as Ditto, from Ditto to Ditto, at 50 1 1 ,<) 50 — — 

15.540 

Batta, 8 per Cent. 1,243 3 * 


Total, fuppoling no Expence to be incurred fot Elephants, Camels, 
Bullocks, Budgerows, Camp t^quipage, , Lafears, flee. — CK* 


54,840 — 10 


16,783 3 a 


1,11,623 4 


Fort William, 
the 3 1 ft May i 77 Sk> 


Errors excepted. 

fSigned) John Carmichael, 

D' M' Pay' Gen'. 
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Abftraft fty »nd Allowances drawn by Brigadier General Smith, while commanding 
the Army in. Bengal) commencing the ayth January 1767, ahd ending the 4th December 
1769. 




flontb tn which < i 

Cbif|e It eoterdl in 

iMAtf* 

1767. 

SMjoufini * P*hI Colohel Smith’s Bill, by Order of the Board, for fundry Ex- 
&r April. peaces, Nazirs, &c. — _ 

July. Mr. Wilmot’s Bill for Boats attending the S‘ R* 

Commander in Chief ■ — — i^aaa — - — 

Mr. Shrimpton’s . D* for n Budgerow for 
D* ~ ~ 500 — 

Hircirrahs employed b the Service, from 
Allahabad to Delhi ~ 897 

Extra Expences in iVtay, and Hlrcarfaht 

in June — — , 7-^ 3,295 6 — 

Repairing the Offagott Houfe for the Re* 

ccption of the Commander in Chief — 1,122 i 3 

6,036 7 3 


Aug‘. 


Sept'. 


oar.. 


Dec', 


1,004 — — 


Hircarrahs and Extra Expences for the Commandet b 

Chief 4 — *3+ 

Moonihees for July ~ ^ 

Hircarrahs and Extra Expences for the Commander in 
Chief -i- 1,085 — - — i 

Moonihees for Aoguft ^ ~ 170 — -^ 

Mr. Patton's Biil for. Moonihees for the 
Commander in Chief, for September — 196 — 

Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief; 

for September — — 1,086 — — 

Ditto for the Dawks 'twixt Fayzabad and 

Allahabad — 222 — - 

Repairing Budgerows and Pinrfaces at* 

tending the Commander in Chief 1 7» .5 3 

— 5 3 

Secretary Patton’s Bill for Moonihees for the Commander 
in Chief, for October — * 170 — — • 

Hircarrahs for Ditto — — 1,205 — —^ 

Sundry Dawk Expencca for September — 404 — — 

Ditto for Offobef *-i- — 500 

2,279 — ~ 

Budgerows and Boats attending the Commander in Chiefs 
from June to December itlclufi VC — 2,188 13 

Secretary Patton’s Bill for Hircarrahs, and 
Extra Expences for D”, in November- 
and December — * 3*646 -s- — 

D* P* for Dawk Hircarrahs, D’ D* >*487 — -» 

P** D* for Moonihees, P' J> —* 340 — •-* 

Captain Dclalleld’s Bill for repairing ^he 
Co 


86i03i 12 3 


'ommander in Chiefs Quarters, in Do 
cember — 758 14 

Quarter Mailer’s D* for D% in Novem- 
ber — — — 513 10 — 




1768. 

Peb''. Secretary Patton's Bill for Commander in Chief's Moon* 
flices Wages, for Januery and February 375 — 
Jiircarrahs and Extra Expences for D** in 

P*P» — — — 2.397 12 — 


8*934 5 6 


2,772 12 — 


.Secretary 
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1768. 

March. 

April. 

oa'. 

Nov'. 

Dec'. 

1769. 

Jan'^« 

F«b^ 


Mar. 


Secretary Patton’s Bill for Hircarrahs and E^ttra Ejtpencet 


for the Commander in Chief 
D* D% for Stationary for D“ — 

Mr. Boughton's Bill for Moondiee for 
D* — — — 

Aid dc Camp Delaficld’s Bill, for Nccef- 
farics — — . 

Mr. Wilfon’s Bill for Furniture — 

Colonel Barker's Bill for ai Gold Mohurs, 
prefented to His Majcfty for the Com. 
mander in Chief 


986 

59a 

170 — — 

186 

14a la — 


— 536 


Mr. Hutchinfon's BiU for Boats employed by the Com- 
mander in Chict — ~ a,a 1 8 8 — 

D" D^, for Repairs of D“ — > — 396 — — 

Secretary Patton’s Bill for Mathematical Inftru- 
ments — -- — 441 — .u, 

Mr. Cockerel’s Bill for Carpets for the 

Commander in Chief’s Q^iarters 640 


The Paymafter’s Bill for Carpets and Setringes provided 
for the Commander in Chief’s Quaners,- and l>eputa- 
tion — — — — 

Mr. Boughton’s Bill for Hircarrahs for Six 

Months — . — * -i* ^,896 o' — >- 

Ditto, for Extra Expences for April and 

May — — — 855 

Moondiees, from April to Auguft — 1,100 '-r* — ~ 

Pena, Ink, &c. for D° — — 90 6 d 

Trunk for White Paper — . — ^ _ 


a,4i6 la — . 

A 

*J5<4 8 •“ 

1,081 — 
3.509 9 6 


4P11 7 £ 


Mr. BougFiton’s Bill for the Commander fn Chief's 
Moonihccs — - — — 270 - 

D", for D* Hircarrahs — — 421 

Secretary Patton’s D% for D" D" — 248 — — - 


919 


Secretary Patton’s Bill for Extra Expences, from July to 


Decembec inclufivc 
Paid to People employed at the Head 
Quarters, by Order of the Comntandcr 
in Chief — — — 

Mr. Boughton’s Bill for Hircarrahs for 
the Commander in Chief — > 

D* D* for Moonlbecs for D* — * 

D* D* for Dawk Hircarrahs from Alla- 
habad CO Agra 
D* D* for D’ from Fayzabad to Allah*, 
bad 


3.598 


Z29 8 — > 

400 

270 — — 


— 1.275 


— 228 — — 


Paid for Boats fupplied the Commander in Chief, for 
October, November, and December ~ 2j6ji 6 — 


£,coo i — 


D° for Lalcais with Ditto 
Hircarrahs with the Cbmmander in Chief, 
for Odober ^ . 

Mr. Boughton’s BiU for Hircarrahs and 
Moondiees, with P“ — 

Mr. Patton’s Bill for Di\sk Hircarrahs to 
Fayzabad, with D* 

Ditto for a Cheft of Stationaiy — . 
Gardeners at the Head Qiiaricrs 


— 958 IS — 


330 — -- 

(S 6 

328 — — 
798 11 -i-' 
49 8 — 


5.«32 S— 'J 



appendix, n- s. 


1769. 

J^pn^ 


Ma]F. 


July. 


Aug‘. 


Boats employed by the Commander in Chief, from De. 

cembcr to April inclulive — ~ 4,680 — — 

Commander in Chief’s MoonOtee, &c. — 656 — ~ 

D* Hircarrahs from Fayzabad to Allar* 

habad — . ^ 228 •«> 

Secretary Eatton for » Writer, -firoov April 
to January — — — 450 — — 

Mr. Ham*a Bill for 3 oats employed by the Commander 
in Chief ,. . — — 2,183 5 — 

Mr. Boughton’s Bill tor Moonlhees for D* 270 

p’ D’ Htrcarrahsior D* •— — . 386 — > 

Xl* for D* ftationed from Fayzabad to 

Allahabad -r* — ~ 328 — ~ 


6,014 — — 


3 . 0^7 5 — 


June, Ham’s Bill for Boats fupplied the Commander 


in Chief — . .~. 


D* Enlign Davy for a Tent for D* — 


— 1,791 


300 — — 


2,091 — — 


Paid the Supcrintendant’s Bill for Budgcrows and 
Boats, fupplied the Commander in Chief in May and 
June — _ 7,190 — — 

Gardeners employed at Head Quarters in 
April and May 

D* D* in June . . — 49 8 — 

Mr. Ham’s Bill for Boats fupplied the Commander in. 

Chief in July and Auguft — ■— 3,692 8 — 

Secreury Pattitn's Bill Tor fundry Dawks 
in April and May -- — 885 — 

D’ for Extra Expeoces from January to 

July — — — 5,710 

Mr. fioughton’s Bill for Hircarrahs in 

June — — —*• 386 — — 

D* D* for Moonlhees D* — — 270 — — 

A Pair of large Lanters, purchafed by 

Order of General Smith — — 500 


7,338 8 — 


Sept'. 

oa'. 


11,443 8 — 


Paid for Hircarrahs with the Commander in Chief for 
July and Auguft — — ’ — 700 — 

Mr. Boughton’s Bill for Hircarrahs with 

D* in September and Odlobcr — 660 

D* 'for Moonlhees for September ~ 540 — — 

Secretary Patton’s Bill for Stationary for 

the Commander in Chief •— — 600 — •— 

■ 1, 800 -- 


Dec'. • General Smith draws various Sums upon Account from 
the Paymaftcr.s, none of which have been entered in 
this Abftraftj the General laid before the Board an Ac- 
count Current on the 9ih November 1769, made up to 
the I ft Auguft 1769, which was approved, and the Ba- 
lance ordered to be paid. The Total Amount brought 
to the Company’s Debit, being his Table Allowance and 
various Dilburfeinencs made by him as Commander in 

Chief, was - — ~ 3,46,104 10 6 

Table Expences to General Smith, from Auguft to No- 
vember inclufivc — — 19,600 — • — 

Captain Fullanon’s Bill for Hircarrahs with 

the General in November — — 309 — — 

Secretary Patton’s Bill for Moonlhees with 

the General in November — — 270 — •“ 


Sbl. Com. Rep. V. 


Mr. 
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1769. ! 

Dec'. Mr. Cockerel’s Bill for Miitjin «iid Dao* > ' f 

dies Wages with the- ComMMid<tr in 
Chief |n December mm 171 w 

3 Budgcfows for the Commander in ChM' 
in Ndvcntber and DeMniber ^ 900 


J 770 , 




Jan’’’, Mr. Pou^htop^Blill- for S uwd fiw fe f the General — *• 380 — 


1 . 


Sonauc Rupc«» 1^04,3^ 5 

Batu M per C^C. t "p 


Current Rupees 


1,1^,804 6 g 
5»47»94 i 13 6 


Errors excepted. 


Fort Williami — — 
the 31ft May 1779, 


(Signed) 


John Carmichael, 
D*^ Pay' Gen'. 


1 ■ . i . . . .j 

It is to be obferved, that in the foregoing AbftraA there it no^Charge made for the large Comple> 
nient of Lafcars and Coojies ufually alldtted for the Service of the Commander in Chief. And as the 
Contraflors Charges for 'Elej^ants and Caflise}»d& not mention the Service upon which they are Tent, 
it is impofTlble to afcertain the Number emplo3wd by GenerSl Smith. No Cturge of any Cooicquence 
appears for his Cai|ip Equipage, front which 1 fuppofe the Article it in'cltidcd in the Military Store- 
keeper’s Accounts.! The Boat Bills are entered in fuch a vague Manner^ thigt there it the greatefl; 
Rcalbn to fiippofel many Charges ‘for -Budgerows, &c. which were adtoatty upon Alcount for the 
Commander in Chief, have been overlooked, as the Service for which they were hired is not particu- 
hrly fpecihed, I 




Atf 


Tta 
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AbftraftAclom the Conuniffi^ «» the Revenues, drawn by the feverai Conmwndvrs 
in Chiei, tttm :1BS ritn iBuitontMft ctH that Fund up to the Conrirnenccnient 'of Bfieadier Ge- 
neral Sibbeit’a Cotnpund. 



Rich' Smith, Efqt«^ 7*^ Shares, 1 Year, from 31ft Auguft 1767 to ift Sep- 
tember 1768 — — - — 

5 6 M*% to the ift NJlarch 1769 — — 21,000 

? 6. M*', to tht ift September 1769 — 4 J .547 4 3 


to the ift March 1770 — — 22,500 

Sir Robert Barked — 6 M**, to the ift September 1770 ^ i4>77d 6 10 


2 M°% to the 3 tft Oftober 
1770 — ■ 6.133 6 9 

5i Shares, 1 21 Days, to the 

31ft March 1771 — 9,070 10 5 

15.204 I 2 

SM**, 16 the ift September 1771 — 13,869 10 — 


6 M°*, tothe iftMarch 1772 ~ —• 13,805 — — 
6 M**, to the ift September 1772 — 18,009 4 8 




D*t >nd Colonels 
Chapman and 
Champion — 
A. Champion -» ' 


1 


6 to the ift March 1773 — 
6 M", to the ift Septem^r 1773 

6 M°% to the ift March 1774—- 
6 M", to the ift September 1774 


15,906 

13,492 14 — 


11,288 •— — 
12,511 3 It 


49 Days, to the 19th OiiobCr 1774 — — — 

Current Rupees — 


CR‘ 

45»>58 9 6 
44.547 4 3 

' 37.170 6 10 

“ 19.073 >i 2 
31,814 4 8 
29.398 *4 — 

13.799 3 tt 
3.290 7 9 

2.44,352 14 1 


Fort William, (Errors excepted.) 

Accouiit* Gen'* Office, 

the a6tb May 1779. (Signed) Ja’ Miller, 

AA‘ Account' Gen'. 


An 
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An Abftraft of Pay, Allowances, ipc. drawn by BriBadier General Sir Robert Barker, while Convi 
mander in Chief, with Eiipences incurred upon nis Account, from the 4tb December iy6o 
to the aid December i773» as extra^ed from the Military Paymafter General’* Books. 


Mont)> in which the 
Charge ii entered in 
the Faymafter'i Dtf* 
b4fremcnti« 


1770. 

Jan. 


Feb. 

March. 

April. 


May* 



July? 

Aug. 

Sept. 

oa. 


Nov, 


Captain Fullarton’s Bill for Hircarrahs with the General, 
for December — — 

D*, his D* for D* with D*, in January and February — 
D% his ly for D*, in March — — . 

Sundry Lafcars employed by the General jl — — 
Captain Fullarton’s Bill, for Lafcars and 

Dandies with the General ~ — 1,050 — — 

D“, his D% for Hircarrahs with D% in 

April — ^ ^ 334 — . — 

D®, D®, for Gurrymcn, from Auguft to No- 
vember inclufivc — — : 68 •— — » 

D®, D®, for Bcaftics, P® P“ D® -- •— 241 10 8 

Captain Fullarton’s Bill for Hircarrahs for the General, 
in May — 334 

Captain Burrington’s Bill for a Bookcafe 

for D® — — 300 

Captain Fuljarton’s Bill for Hircarrahs with P% for 
June — — 290 — ■ 

Captain Burringtoit’s D* for Budgcrows 

with the Commander in Chjef, from the 
jft December 1769 to the 30th June 
1770 — — — 4 »i 74 9 

Captain Burrington, his B'H for Writers, 

Candles, and Stationary, for the Com* 
mander in Chief’s Oflire, in May and 
June , — ' 'T-r 520 — 

Pieutenant Cockerell’s Bill for Moonlhees, 

Gurrymen, &c. with the Commander in 

Chief, from December to July — i»f3i — •— 


Captain Fullarton’s Bill for Hircarrahs with the General, 
for J uly — !• — — 

D", his D® for D” with D®, for Auguft — — 

Captain Fullarton’s Bill for Hircarrahs with the General, 
for September — r- — — 

D®, his D® for D® with D®, for Oflober — 306 — — 

P®, tor Sircars, Linguirt, &c. — — 270 — — 

Captain Burrington’s Bill for 1 Chefts of 

Stationary for the Commander in Chief 799 — — 
General Barker’s Bill for Expcnces as Com- 
mander in Chief, from ift December 
1769 to 30th June 1770 — 35,000 — — 

D®, for Secret Intelligence, from D° to D° 3,000 — — 
Lieutenant Cockerell’s Bill for Da»k Hir- 
carrahs employed with Commander in 
Chief, from July to Oflobcr inclufive 406 — — 
D®, his D' for Hackery Hire for the Ge- 
neral — — — 80 — — 


Captain Burrington’s Bill for Pinnaces and Boats for the 
Commander in Chief, from July to November, in- 
clufive — — — — 2,589 15 3 



405 — 


1,74$ IQ 8 




6,615 8 — 
300 

299 

334 


39,861 
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1 7 7 ^^ 

Nov. Captain Burrinfion’s Bilt for Stationary 
and Candles for the Commander in Chief, 
in Odtobcr and November — • 


5ZO 


3.1O9 t$ 3 - 


j)cc. Paid the Superintendant’s Bill for Bttdgerows and Boats 
attached to the 3d Brigade and with the Commander 
in Chief, this Month, Sonant Rupees 6,645. **• 9* 

This ChargcP’have not inlcrted, as the Amount in- 
curred on account of the Commander m Chief is not 
fpccified. 

Paid Sir Robert Barker, for Secret Intelligence this 
Month »— — 2,000 — — • 

Paid his Expences as Commander in Chief, 

from July to December, inclufive —“30,000 

Captain Burrington’s Billffor Lafears em- 
ployed with D“, from the 1 ft July to the 
30th November — — 635 — — . 

Lieutenant Cocker^’s D% for Dawk Hir- 

carral^s in Noveiifter and December — > 210 


1771. 87,365 I II 

Jan. raid the Supenntendant’s Bill for Budgerows and Boats 
with the 3d Brigade and the Commander in Chief, to 
the 6th January, Sonaut Rupees 2,498. o. 9. 1 1 per 
Cent. — — — — 9,610 a 7 


Not inferred in the Account, not knowing what Sum to charge for 
thole employed with the Commander in Chief. 

Lieutenant Cockerell, for Jemmedar, BeaftieS, and Gurry- 
Qten at the Head Quarters, from ift July to 31ft De- 
cember — — — 798 — - — - 

Captain ipurrington, for Coolies, Mollies, 

Harry Wenches, and Sweepers, at D", 
from ift 'De^m^r 1769 to 31ft Auguft 
177^. — — — 612 — — 

Lieutenant Cockerell, for Dawk Hircarrahs 105 — — 


1.515 -- — “ 
II per Cent. 166 10 5 


Feb. D*, for Jemmedar, Beafties, and Gurrynien, with General 
Barker, Sonaut Rupees 216, or Curr' R’ 239 12 z 
Mr. Cobham’s Dilburlcments, Budgerows, 
and Boats, with the Commander in Chief, 
arid his Suite 8 i 

March. Mr. Cobham’s Difburfements for Budgerows and Boats 
with the Commander in Chief and his Suite, for 
March — — — 4,404 15 9 

Lieutenant Cockerell, for Jemmedars, Bcaf- 
ties, Gurrymen, &c. with D°, for D», 

Sonaurtlupces — • — 100 — — 

' II pcf Cent. i r 


i,68i 10 5 


3.875 4 3 


April. Mr, Cobham’s Difburfements for Budgerows and Boats 
with D*, for April — ^ — 3>545 >3 ^ 

Lieutenant Cockerell’s Bill for Hircarrahs 
with the Commander in Chief, for Fe- 
bruary, March, and April 345 — — 

D® D*, for Wages of a Naib, 
of Dawk Hircarrahs, from 
ift December 1769 to 30th 
June 1770 — — 105 — — 


4 . 5«5 >5 9 


Sii.CoM. RiP.V. 


U u 


96,975 4 6 


Lieutenant 
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April, Lieutenant Cockerell’s Bill 
for J^eople employed by 
General Barker to recover 
his Lftedts loft near Min- 
cootc — — 100 — — ^ 

D®, for Jemmedar, Bcafties, 
and Gurrymen, with the 
Commander in Chief in 
Aj)ril — — io6 — — 

Captain Burrington’s D® for 
Hackeries with D® in Ja- 
nuary, February, and March 2,024 ■— — 

Lieutenant Cockerell’s D® for 

Hircarrahs with D® •— ^^30 — — 


3,010 

II per Cent. 331 j 7 

3,341 




7 


15 




May, Mr. Cobham’s Difburfements for Budgerows and Boats 
with the Conunander in Chief and his Suite, this 
Month — — — 3,552 8 — » 

Lieutenant Cockerell, for Dawk Hircar- 
rahs with D’ — — • 1 15 — — 

D® D®, for Extra Pay to D® 

for March and April — 60 — — - 

L.ieutenant Cockerell tor jem- 
nnedar, Beafties, and Gurry- 
men, at Head (^tarters — 136 — — 

D®, for Hircarrahs employed 
with the Commander in 
Chief — — . _ 330 M 

641 ::: — 

1 1 per Cent. 70 8 2 ^ 

yii 8 2 

4,264 — 2 

June. Mr. Cobham’s Difburfements for Boats, &c. with the 
Commander in Chief and his Suite — - 3,079 xo 3 

Captain Cockerell’s Bill, for Extra Pay 
to Dawk Hircarrahs employed with 
D® — — 

Ditto Pay to Dawk Hircar- 
rahs fur D® — — 

Ditto for Beafties and Gur- 
rymen at Head Quarters 
D® for Wax Cloth for the 
Dawk — — 

D® for Hircarrahs employed 
with the Commander in 
Chief ^ _ 


613 — 

1 1 per Cent. 67 6 10 

6S0 6 10 

3,760 i I 


20 — - — - 

115 

J36 

12 

330 


July, Mr. Cobham’s Difburfements for Boats with the Com- 
mander in Chief for July — — 3,079 10 3 

Captain Cockerell, for Dawk Hircarrahs with 
the Commander in Chief 145 — -~ 

D" for Hircarrahs with D* 330 — — 

D", Beafties, Gurrymcn,&c. 

vvith D* — — 136 — — < 

2 


Captain 
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1771. 

J^iy- 


Captain Cockerell, for Wax 
Cloth for the Dawks — 


12 — 


Aug. 

Sept. 


623 

1 1 per Cent. ' 68 8 e 

691 8 5 

— - - — I _ 3 * 77 ^ ^ ^ 

Mr. Cobha'm’s Difburfements for Boats an^l Hutlgcrows 
employed with the Commander in Chief and his 

Suite 7 i 5 S 9 

Paid the Amount of a Bill of Exchange, drawn by Sir 
Robert Barker in Favour of Sujah ul Dowla ~ — . 

The Head ofXommandcr in Chief is debited for the 
Amount of ihiFiJill, in the Military Paymadcr Ge- 
neral’sCafli Book this Month. 

Mr. Cobhaqj^^s Difburfements on Boats and Rudgerows 
s with the Commander in Chief and ins Suite this 
Month — — — 3^8, '5 — 9 

Captain Burrington’s Bill for Coolies, 

Sweepers, Hackeries, &c. employed with 
the Commander in Chief from May to 
September inclufivc — 4,022 1 — 

Captain Cockerell’s D® for 
Dawk Hircarrahs with 
D® in Augufl: and Sep- 
tember — ~ 

D®, for Hircarrahs with D% 
in D" and D" — — 

D% for Bcafties and Gurry- 
men with D®, in D® and 
D® — — 

Pild Captain Cockereirs Bill 
for extra Hircarrahs with 
D®, iir D® and D® — 

D® for Wax Cloth for the 
Dawks in D® and D® ~ 


1 1 per Cent. 


288 

750 

236 ~ - 
%• 

207 — — 

24 — 

1,527 I — 
607 15 7 


|,00,OcO 




oa. 


Mr. Cobhani’s Difliurfements for Boats and Rudgerows 
with theCommanderinChiefand his Suite 3,897 — 8 

Captain Cockerell, for Hir- 
carrahs with D® — 

D®, for Dawk D® with D® 

D% for Bcafties and Gurry- 
mcn with D® — — 

D®, for Wax Cloth for the 
Dawks — — 

Captain Burrington, for a 
lined Marque •— 


9,970 I 4 


293 

115 

100 1- 

12 ^ 

500 


1,020 

11 per Cent. 112 3 2 

1,132 3 i 

5,029 3 10 

Kov. Mr. Cobham’s Difburfements for Boats, &c. with the Com- 
mander in Chief and his Suite — 4, 142 12 3 

Mr. Herbert’s Bill for a Cheft of Sta- 
tionary — — 600 

II per Cent. 66 

6C6 

4,808 12 3 

beCfc Mr. Cobham’s Dilburfements, as above — 45*57 3 * 


Captaifi 
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1771. 

Dec. 


177J. 

Jan, 


Feb. 

March. 


April. 


Captain Cockerell, for Beaftics and Gurry- 
men employed at Head Quarters in No- 
vember and December-— 200 

D*, for Dawk Hircarrahs in 

D” and D* — _ 330 — 

D*, for Wax Cloth in D* 

and D" — - ' — *4 

D% for Hircarrahs in D" and 
D" — — 47* 9 ■— 


I r per Cent. 


926 9 — ‘ 

,101 14 9 


1,028 7 9 




10 ti 


Mr. Cobham*s Dilburfements as above — 
Captain Burrington’s Bill for Cooley Hire, 
for the Commander in Chief in December 
and January — — 1,4*0 14 — - 

1 1 per Cent. 155 3 * 


Mr. Cobham’s Dilburfements, as above 
D% his D‘ for D* — — 

Captain Burrington’s Bill for Sweepers with 
General Barker, from ill September 1771 
to 31ft March 1772 — 139 8 — • 

Captain Cockerell’s D° for 
Bcallies and Gurrymen at 
Head Quarters in Febru- 
ary and March — 300 — . 

D% for Dawk Hircarrahs, 

for Januarjr^. D° and D® 345 — — 
Lieutenant Cockerell’s Bill, 
for Coolies, Hackeries, 

Camels, and Bullocks, 
with General Barker, in 
February and March — • 1,475 *3 
Ditto, for Cooley Hire for 

D®, in D® and D“ •— 2,0^7 2 8 

Ditto, for Hackeries for D®, 

in January, D° and D° — 769 8 — 

Ditto, for Stationary for the 

Dawks — — 36 — — - 


4,159 2 8 


1,566 1 I 


4.592 9 2 


5.725 

4,542 


3 9 


1 10 


6r,2!B8 It 8 


1 1 per Cent. 


5,«32 ‘5 
564 lO 


8 

I 


5,%7 9.. 9 
— ^ 10,290 


Mr. Cobham^s Difburfements for Boats, See. for the Com- 
mander in Chief and his Suite — 9 

The Boat Difburfements for April 
being miffing, this Sum is taken at 
a Medium from the Amount of 
thole for March and May. 

General Barker’s Salary as Commander in 
Chief, from ift December 1769 to ill 
December 1771, at 750 per An- 
num — — *1*675 10 9 

Table Allowance, from the 
I (I January 1771 to 31ft 
December following — 60,000 ' — — 

Secret Intelligence from D* ^ 

to D* — ~ 8,000 — • — 


2 10 


Captain 



A P P 

April Captain Cockerell’s Bill foif 
private Hircarrahs with 
the Commander in Chief 
Ditto for Beafties and Gur> 
rymen at Head Quarters 
Ditto for Hand and Bullock 
Puckalls at D* — 

Ditto for Stationary for the 
Dawks — — 

Lieutenant Cockerell’s Bill 
for Charges incurred on 
Account of Comn^der 
in Chief’s Equipagl, in 
April, M|r, June, and 
July - 

Captain Burrington’s Bill 
for Coolies and Hircar- 
rahs with the Command- 
er in Chief this Month 
Lieutenant Nichols for re- 
fitting the Commander in 
Chief’s Quarters in De- 
cember 1771 — — • 


6 N D I iC, U* 8* 

tit 

955 — — 

136 — — 

46 2 — 

12 — ■ 


*.374 — 

822 12 3 


84,546 I — • 
1 1 per Cent. 9,300 i i 


93*846 


May. 


Mr. Cobham’s Difburfe 
ments as above 
Paid for Elephants, Camels 
emj^oyed with the Com- 
mander in Chief in 1771 
Captain Burrington’s Bill 
for Coolies employed at 
Head Quarters, Hackery 
Hire,&c.in April and May 
Ditto forCoolies Hire,Bangy 
Wallahs, &c. with D* — 
Captain Cockerell’s Bill for 
public and private Hir- 
carrahs with D* — 
Ditto for Beafties and Gurry, 
men at Head ^^arters 


98,213 12 lO 


— 4,14a 12 4 
3,108 

636 

728 — — • 

415 

136 


5 , 0*3 

II per Cent. 552 8 


5.575 


8 6 


June. Mr. Cobham’s Difburfe- 
roents as above — — 

Captain Cockerell’s Bill for 
,publi< and private Hir- 
carrhHs at Head Quarters 
Ditto, Stationary for the 
Dawks in May and June 
Ditto, for Beafties and Gur- 
rymer at Head (garters 
Dittos fpr repairing Gene- 
ral Bt rker’s Camp Equi- 
page I — • — — 

Ditto, for Daily Bkople em- 
ployed for repairing D* 


— 9,718 4 >0 

— 4,043 II 7 


387 

24 

136 — — 

676 8 <— 

93 


1,316 8 — 

II per Cent. 144 *3 ““ 


1,461 5 — 


$24. Cob. Rtp.V. 


X X 


5,505 — 7 


Mr. 
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*77«* 

July. Mr, Cobham’s Bill, for Budgcrows and Boats fpr thp 
Commander in Chief and Ws Suite — ^176' 14 .10.. 
Extra Elephants with the Commander. In 
Chief, from ift January to the 30th 
June , — — — aji24 — 

Quarter Matter Nichols, for 
repairing the Commander 
in Chfef’s Quarters in Ja- 
nuary^ and February — 1,968 i i 


4,092 I I 
1 1 per Cent. 450 2 i 


4.54* 


3 2 * 


Aug. Mr, CoUham^s Difburlcmcnts, as above — 4>*93 9 f 3 

General Barker’s Table Allowance, from 
January to June 1772, in- 

cluflVf 30,000 mm 

Secret Ir^telligence, from D® 

. to D* ^ — — 8,000 

Private Hircarrahs with D% 
in July and Auguft — 544 — ~ 

Captain f ockercll, tor Dawk 
Hircarrahs with D% in D** 
and DP — — 230 — i c 

Ditto, for Wax Clo^h, 

Twifie^ in D* and D,® 2 gj 6 •- . — 


39,070 — 7- 
1 1 per Cent. 4,297 n 2 


43.3^ «■ * 




Sept. Mr. Cobnam’s Dilburfements as above, for 

this ^wnth — — 7,937 . 

Captain vockerelPs BiU for Dawk Hircar- 
rahs aij the Head Quarters 230 — - 

D% for jyivate D* at D* — 95 ““ ““ 

D*, for Beatties and Gurry- 

men af D* ~ lif ■“ 

Wax Cl<^th, Twine, &c. — 12 


47.56* 4 5 


1 1 per Cent. 


537 

59 * * 


■a. 

S 9 ^ -h 2 


8.533 


I 2 


0 £t. Mr, Cobham’s Difburfemonts as above 4,37^ 15 7 
Captain Barrington, for Hackeries, Swe^- 
ers, Bjldars, &c. at Head Qiiarters, tor 
June, July, and Auguft 1,2% 8 i 

Captain Cockerell, for Pri- 
vate and Dawk Hircarrahs •'* 
with ihe Commander in . 

Chief! — — 325 

Ditto, for Beatties and Gur- 

rymei^ with D* 100 — — 


1,708 8 I 

1 1 per Cent. 187 *5 i 


1,89^' 7 2 


6.27.3: 6 19 


Nov. Mr. Col^ham’sDi/burfcments, as above — . 2 ySij 6 
Captain iFullarton, for making Purdas^at 
Head iQuarters — - 38 8 —» ; • 


Captain 


tt'- J 4"' 
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177** . ■ 

No?. Captain Cockerell, for Hit- 
carraljs and Beaftiesem- 
ployed at D’ 


Captain' Burrington, for 
building a Bungalow for 
the Commander in Chief 
a^ Shkwabad 


~ 4*5 — — 


*>*73 *3 3 


. 1,637 5 3 

1 1 per Cent. 180 i 7 


*» 8 i 7 6 10 


4,63* 4 4 


Dec. Mr. CoJ>It|fe’s Difburfements as before — 2,339 10 4 
Pay to Sfundry Lafcars with the Commander * 
in Ci|^, from ill March 1771 to ift 
September 177a ' — 2,160 — — 

Secret Intelligence, from ill 
July' to 31ft December 

1772 — — 5,000 

Tabic Allowance, from D® 
to D* — — 30,000 — • — 

Captain Cockerell, for Pri- , 
vate and Dawk Hircarrahs, 

Beafl^esKt and Gurrymen, 

at Hbad Quarters — 390 — — • 


37>55o 

1 1 per Cent. 4,130 8 — 


• 41,680 8 — - 


•44,020 a 4 


*773* 

Jan. Mr. Cdbham’s Bill as before •-• 2(28^ 4 3 

Captaii Cockerdl'ii Bin for Hiretrrahs 
employed with the ’.^Commander in 
Chief — — 2^5 — — 

Ditto, for Beallies and Gur- ' 

rymtn with D* — 100 — — 

A Bill of Window Glafs * 

furnilhed the General’s 
Houfe at Dinapore — 911 13 4 


1,266 ij ^ 
i I per Cent. 139 1 2 


1,405 *4 6 ” 


3,689 2 9 


Feb. Mr. dobham’s Diliburfements, as before — ^ 


— 4,765 3 7 


March. Ditto lis Ditto, as Ditto — — 4,348 7 

Capta n Cockerell’s Bill for Hircarrahs " 
wi^ I the Commander in Chief, for Fc- 
bruiry and March • — 682 — — - 

D*, ft r Beallies and Gurry- 
mei with D% in D* and 
D* — — #'200 — • ■ 

1 «ia • 


2,53,73a 15 * 


ja per Cent.- 


88» 

97—3 




979 — 3 


5.3*7 *5 >0 


Mr. 


A. 
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• 773 - 

April. Mr. Cobham’s Difburfemcnts, a« ufual — S%0$d 6 ~ 
Captain Cockerell’s Bill for Hircarrahs with 

the Commander in Chief 415 ^ 

Gurrymen — 19 


1 1 per Cent. 


434 

47 1 1 10 


481 ir 10 


5,541 t 10 


May. 


Mr. Cobham’s Difljurfemcnts as before — 4,458 3 

Captain Cockerell’s Bill for Hircarrahs 
and Gurrymen with the Commander in 


Chief — — 

Captain Burrington’s D* for 
Coolies and Bildars with 

464 

D» — — 

Captain Fullarton’s D" for 
Lafears attending at Head 
Quarters in March, April, 

991 8 

and May • — 

CaptainBurrington’sBill, for 
Bildars and Sweepers at 
D”, from September to 

00 

1 

1 

May inclufive — 

Captain Cockerell, for Ele- 
phants and Camels with 
the Commander in Chief, 
from July to December 

504 

177a — — 

1 . 53 * 


a 


3,878 8 

It per Cent. 426 10 


4.305 * > 


June. Mr. Cobham’s Difburlements as before — ^ 5,682 14 to 
Captain Cockerell’s Bill for Dawk Ex> 
pences — — 

Ditto Ditto, his D* for D* 

Hircarrahs — — 

Captain Brown’s Bill for 
i’eople employed with the 
Commander in Chief — • 

Captain Fullarton’s Bill for 
Beatties employed < at the 
Head Quarters — - 

Captain Cockerell’s Bill for 
Gurrymen, &c. — 

Ditto his D* for Elephants 
and Camels employed with 
the Commander in Chief 1,074 — > 

Captain Burringcon’s Bill for 

Bildars and Coolies at .. 

Head Quarters — 836 8 — »• 


8.7^ 5 *0 


162 — 

273 “ 

72 — — 

144 

464 — 


3,025 8 — 

II per Cent. 33a 12 9 


3.358 4 9 


10,041 3 7 


July. 


Mr. Cobham’s DittMirfemrats, as before ~ 4,074 14 S 
Capt^n Cockerell’s Bill for Hircar- % 

rahs — - — 

Captain Pullarton’s Bill for 
I.a(cars employed at the 
Head Qiiartets •— 286 __ 


42 


Aoother 
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iJlt’ Another Charge for Lafcars, , 

^ emplof^ at the Hetd 

Quart^ra — •»— a8$ — * 

Ditto foi{ Beatties employed - ... 

atD*] — ii4 

General larkcr’s Table Al- ( ' 

Iowan 4 e,from itt January . 
tojotl^June — —30,000— — 

Secret Intelligence, from D* 
to D* i — — 6,000 — — 

Captain Burrington’s Bill, 
for Coolies and Bildars at 
Head |;^ar|ers • 701 5 6 

! * 3M59 5 6 

It per Cent. 4>i2p 4 4 

41.579 9 >0 

Aoguft. Mr. CobhacB’s Difourfements, as before — 3,73713 7 
Captain iCocker«rs Bill, for Hircar- 

rahs — — 273 

Ditto hit Ditto, for Hircar- 

rahs, Gurrymen, &c. with # 

the Comouu^r in Chief, 

for July aowAugutt — . 886 — — 


46.555 8 6 


for July ao®ttug\jtt — 
Ditt^for 0^^ Hirirarrahi, 
'IwNhe, oreff^ — — 


886 

60 


t| per Cent. 134 i 6 


1.353 » 6 


' 5 ^ 9 ° *5 * 


Sept. Mr. Cobham's Dflbo Aments, as l»f^re — 4,31213 7 

Captain Cockerell’s nill, Hircarrahs, 

Gurrymen, «ec. at fRod Quar- 

ters . — 354 

Ditto, for Dawk Hircarrahs, 

Paper, Twine, &c. — 30 — — ; 


384 

11 per Cent. 42 3 to 


426 3 to 


4.739 * 5 


Oa. Mr. Cobham’s Difburferifcnts, as before — 3,456 2 ti 


CMuin Fullarton’s Bill, for repairing 
Ifie Camp Equipage «t Head Qpar- 
ters — — 

1 1 per Cent. 3** * * 


3*4 3 * 


# 3,770 6 I 

, 

Nov. Mr. Cobhim’s Difourfements, al before ^ — 2,680 12 9 

Dec. Pay to Lafears attending at Head Quarters 216 — — 

Ditto to 10 Beatties D* at D® <5- — 90 — — 


306 — — 
It percent. 33 10 7 


339 *07 

— — — r,oi,3o6 7 10 


Su; Com. Rw. V. 


Captain ^ 
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1774- 

Jan. Captain Cockerell, for Jiircarrahs and Gurry men em- 
ployed by the Command# In Chief, foL O^ber ahd ' ' 

November ■— — • 54S 

Gweral Barker’s Table Allowance, from 
jhily td December tnclufive — ^,ooa — «— 

Secret Intelligence, frotH July to Decem- 
ber — — j,ooo — • I 

Captain Cockerell, for Bearers furnilbed t < 

D* — - X4t 5 — 

• 33.689 5 — 

II per Cent. 3.706 la 6 

—‘37.396 * ^ 

Fell, paid by the Military Paymafter General to Captain ^ 

Charges for Bearers, Coolies, &c. attending General 

Barkc# toCampfrom Nfiraapore^Adanulla — 3,pag 9 6 


4*.3*4 II 


Cowentl^upe^ 6,53,61^ 7 ~i 


^Fort William, 
the gift Mijy 1779. 


• # 


terrors excepted^ 

{Signed) ^ Jok^^rniieliael, 


y « 
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Klf Colow|i.CJi»pm«n.wBilft d««ander.iiia^^^^ 

liU ‘ 77 J ♦> J[,fl0.ry «nd by Colonel 

? Sg * ampion his Succcflbr, -from thp i8th January to ^ ayth De«tinb«t 1774, with Fx- 

oil Books i as cxtraftcc^ from the Military Baffeaftcr General’s 

?£•? ' 4 ' '#1 

1774. ^ ^ ^ -‘r p- 

Jan'^ Table Allowance this Month to Colonel Chapman — 5,000 

* II per Cent. 550 — - -— 


2.540 

157 

«»4 — — 


Feb'i'. 

March. 

April. 


Chief 


— 


5,000 


957 

8 — 

5.000 


ei 



100 

— — 


Colonel Ohampion’s Table Allowance 
for Pant of January — — 

Hircarratis Haith D* 

Captain I^lacpherfon’s Bill for Bcafties 
and Sweepers, with D* 

Table Allowance to%c Commander ii 
D' '•*!> to D“ — 

D* toD” _ — 

A Bill fof Stores fupplicd P” — . 

Tal*|e Allowance to the CoJnmander 
in Chief .. ^ 

Gurrymen for D* 

Stores fugilied D» — 

iX|»ble AU|||yance to D* 

D* to D» — — 

Captain Maepherfon’s Bill foilllf liters, 
Stationary,^ and Candles,- for the 
Commai^r in Chief’s Office, in 
February and March — — 

Paid Lalcars for D°, from Ribruary 
to June, inclulive — — 

Beafties employetl by the 

in Chief, from Marclji|||iFJune, in* 
clufive — 

Coolies employed by D% from Febru- 
ary to D®, D° — 

Paid the Commander in Chief, 3 Bills 
for Dej/ks, in March, April, and 
May — _ — 

Paid D? for J^carrah^ fr^ . Fe- 
bruary to MjHmdufive — •• — 
n% D", for (^l^nrn, from 1 )“ D" D* 
D' l>“ for Hackcrit'^ from March to 
June ■ — - _ 

D® for 6 Tents, the C^man. 
dcr in Chief’s Family — • 

D" ly for I Dc/k, for \r D% 0fficc 
Sundry Bijat Bills for ihc Commander 
in Chief’s Familv, Sonaut K’^507. 

! 1‘his Qiargc I have n|j^inkrcctf, 
not being upon the ComnwHider in 
Chief’s town Account, nor drawn by 
himfclf. 


Auguft. Table Al|owancc to the Comm:|nder in Chief 
Ffpt'. Pay to Uafrars for Comahandcr ii) 

Chief, for July and Auguff — 558 — 

Arfificers and Coolies, i|ith D° in D* 
to D" ‘ — — ?,030 .811 

! Colonel Champion Secret ImBigence, 

; 6 Mdhtbs — 8,opo 


— 5.5io — 


2,83**- 

5.000 ■ 

5.000 ■ 


5,000 

520 

1,409 

837 ~ — 

4,’ 10 a 9 


5.H* 

5,000 


2.187 

•35 


215 


«5 7 
10 — 


24.000 

5.000 


Bu]^ey» 
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I 77 +- 

Sept*. 


f 

Biuxeys given *bjr ColoneV Chatnpjion 
to Bearers and Coolies in his Way 
from Calciitta to Benare|, — — 

HircarralW in July and Auguft — - 

Gurrymen in D* to D* — ^ — 

Hackeries in D* and D* “ 

Boat Hire from January to July, in- 
clufive ^ 

Sundry Boat Bills to Colonel Cham- 
pion’s Staff S' K« i,Soo. 

This Charge not inferted for the 
fame Reafon as before. 


Oflober Qrionel Champion’s Bill forWriterand 
Stationary, from January to October 
D* T wo Bills for Boats — — 

Sundry Charges made by the Com- 
miffary of Supplies for Stores, fur- 
nifhed for his Ufc in Auguft, Sep- 
tember, and OAober (fee his Dif- 
burfements for thofe iClonths) Sicca 


327 — — 

*.035 

44. 

600 — — - 


-p» 8.911 "**• •*“ 


a 1.505 8 


Nov’. 


1,400 — 

3s959 — 


Rupees, t,i8o, or 


— — 1,233 a 5 


*775- 

Jaiv’. 


Lafears employed by Colonel Cham- 
pion this Month . ““ 

ArtiHcers and Coolies by D* in D® •— 
Gurrymen — by D® in D* — - 

European W ritcr by D* — 

Hircarrahs by D* — - — 

Boats by D® — “ 

Sundry Boat BBls drawn by Staff, Son* 
R* 1,080^. « 

This ^arge not inferted for the 
fame Reafon as before. 

Commander in Chief’s Salary for 
1 1 Months — ““ 

Table Allowance for September^ Oc- 
tober, November, and December 
Lafears, with Colonel Champion for 
December — ~ 

D® with D®, for September — 

Coolies employed by D® in December 
D® D°, by D® in September — 

Secret Services, Five Months — 
HircarraliforScptember and December 
Writer aho Stationary — • — 

Gurry menfor September and December 
Boat Hire paid this ^onth to his Staff 
Son' R* 1,620. 

This laft Charge not included, fee 
above. 

Lafears employed by the Commander 
in Chief for Oflober — - 

Artificers with D® in D® — 

Mr. Murray’s Bill for Dawk Expencea 
with the Commander in Chief, from 
June to Odober, SonautR’ 14,605. 
Not included in the Abftra£l. 
Captain Shewen, Four Bills for Hir- 
carrahs, Hackeries, &c. with the 
Commafidcr in Chict, in Odober — 


6 . 59 * » 


*79 

ao8 — — 


140 — — 
339 

i,a 73 


2,261 >m^ 


5.500 — — 

♦ 

20,000 — — 

*145 13 3 

*79 

38 54|^- ir 

1,085 

6,666 ji — 

1,138 — — 

140 — — 

44 — r- 


35 . 03 ® *3 


*79 — — 

879 — “ 


J.115 — “isn; 


*.*73 — — 


N. B. A' the Contradlor’s Bill do not fpecify the 
Number of Elephants, Stc, allotted for the Service of 


i.*5>578 
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the Commander in Chief, they cannot be inferted in 
this Account. 

Batta, 1 1 per Cent. — 13,813 9 10 

1,39,392 — I 

Current Rupees — 1,44,942 — ~ 


Fort William, 

the 31ft May 1779. Errors excepted. 

(Signed) John Carmichael, 

Pay' Gcn*4 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpedion at Fort William in Bengal, the loih 

Auguft 1779. 

Read the following Letter from the Military Paymafter General. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the other Members of the 

Board of infpedion. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I was honoured with your Commands, tranfmitted me by your Secretary in a Letter I received from 
him, dated the 17th June, calling upon me to defend and explain the Account of the Allowances 
and Contingent Charges of the different Commanders in Chief, which I laid before you in my Ad- 
drefs of the 8th of May laft, as you had obferved that the Accounts prepared by my Deputy, fimilar to 
thofe you had required of me on the aid of April laft, amounted to more than double that of the 
Accounts which I hfad delivered in to you. 

In CiTinpliance with your Orders, I have carefully perufed and examined the Two Accounts, and 
have formed an Account of Adjuftment which will point out to you, how fo confidcrablc a Differ- 
ence has arilen. 

I allb beg Leave to cnclofe you the following Accounts of Particulars referred to in that Adjuft-^ 
ment. 

Firft, An Account of fundry Sums omitted to be inferred in the Account of the Allowances, &c. 
drawn by the Commanders in Chief, prepared in my Office, inclofed in my Letter to your Secretary, 
dated the 8th of May laft. 

Secondly, An Account of fundry Sums entered in that Account, which does not appear to belong 
to it. 

Thirdly, An Account of fundry Sums omitted by Mr. John Carmichael, Deputy Military Pay- 
mafter General, in the Accounts of the Commander in Chief’s Allowances and Contingent Charges, 
which he drew out. 

Fourthly, An Account of fundry Sums he entered in that Account, which do not belong to it. 

Having now fully accounted to you for the Diftcrence, 1 beg Leave to lay before you another Ac- 
count of the General’s Allowances and Contingent Charges, which you required, as I think it ought 
to ftand. Your Honourable Board muft determine how far it is right or nor, as I have found it 
from the Adjuftment above^ mentioned, rejedling all the Articles which were liable toObjcdlion, and 
including fuch as had^^||^n left out in the former Accounts. 

I am extremely forry. Gentlemen, that the Account I at firft delivered in to you, proved fo very 
imperfcdl and unfatisfadory 1 and the only Excufe I have to urge in my own Vindication, is, that 
when 1 was favoured with your Orders upon that Subjeft, I was engaged in other Branches of the 
Bufinefs, which required all my Attention, and I could not fpare that Time that was neceffary, 
for the Performance of fo laborious and voluminous a Talk, as the Perufal of the Difl:)urlem€nts 
of this Office fur upwards of 14 Years pail; and I naturally looked upon it as the Duty of the Ac- 
countant, being the ntteft Perfon under me to undertake Bufinefs of that Nature ; but could I have 
poffibly conceived that fuch a Darknefs and Confufion had run through great Part of the Records of 
thofe Days, and that the Tafk had been fo extremely difficult and intricate, I would mod un- 
doubtedly have done it myfelf. 

The new Accounts 'Ahich 1 have the Honour to enclofe you, confift of a General Abftracft of the 
Allowances drawn by the Commander in Chief, from the ift of January 1763 to the ift of Septem- 
ber 1777, with 8 Accounts of Particulars drawn by each Commander in Chief. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greateft Refpeft, 

Calcutta, Your molt obedient Servant, 

the 4th AuRtift 1779. (Signed) Will'" Pawfon, 

^ P^ M' GK 


Ordered, That the above Letter, with the Accounts accompanying if, be fent in Circulation to the 
Members of the Board ; and that Copies of the latter be entered after this Day's Proceedings. 
Sel.Com. Rep. V. ^ 


An 



An Account of Adjuftment between the Accounts of the Allowances and Contingent Charges dtawn by the Commanders in Chief, as prepared in the Military 
Paymafter General’s Office, and thoie which were prepared by Mr. J" Carmichael, Military Paymaftcr General, agreeable to the Orders of the Honourable 
the Board of Infpeaion, from the Year 1763 to September 1777. 
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Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public Depart. 

ment, the i ft November 1779. 

The Governor General moves, That the Refident at the Vizier’s Court may be fufnilhcd with an 
Account of all the Extra Allowances and Charges of the Commander in Chief when in the Field, with 
Orders to add the fame to the Debit of the Vizier’s Account, as a Part of his General Subfidy. The 
Charge to commence from the Day on which the General (hall pafs the Carumnaffa, and to continue 
till his Return to the fame Line. 

Mr. Francis — The fpecific Amount of the Vizier’s Subfidy is fixed by the Treaty, and cannot be 
increafed without his Confent. It is true, we may extort from him the Sum now propofed, or any 
other Sum we think proper, but it is againft Juftice, and I am fure will never be approved of by the 
Company *, though it is propofed, I imagine, with a View of appearing to relieve them from the im- 
mediate Expence of thofe extraordinary Allowances, which the Governor General and Mr. Barwell 
have given to Sir Eyre Coote, againft their pofitivc Orders, and againft Law. The Vizier has not in- 
vited Sir Eyre Coote into his Country, nor do I know of any Service which his Prefence there can 
produce to the Vizier, which alone could furnifh a Pretence for demanding any additional Subfidy 
from him. I am therefore againft the Motion. 

Governor General — This is ftrangc Language, and what, though not unprecedented at this Board, 
I did not cxpe(ft on the prefent Occafion, and with fo little Provocation. When a Member of this 
Board (hall take upon him to reprobate a Motion, cither from the Head of this Department, who is 
compelled to propolc what he thinks the Necc(ritie8‘'^f the Service require, and has not an Option to 
withhold it, or from any of the other Members of it, with Terms of Reproach and Obloquy, and to 
charge him with Extortion and Artifice, he ought at lead to be certain of the Fails on which he 
grounds fuch fevere Charges. The Ground aflTigned for thofe in the preceding Minute, Is, that “ the 
“ (pccific Amount of the Vizier’s Subfidy is fixed by the Treaty.” I will not defeend to copy Mr. 
Francis’s Language or Manners in my Reply to this AlTcrtion *, but I will defirc the Board to recol- 
kdl, that the Subfidy, the fpecific Amount of which is fixed by the Treaty, appertains only to the 
Brigade ftationed in the Province of Owdc, and that an additional Force has fince been joined to this, 
for the Defence of the Nabob’s other Dominions ; the Whole of which has been, and continues to be, 
borne by the Nabob with his Agreement. 1 know not how to diftinguifii between that Portion of 
the Expence attending the Command of thefe Forces, and that of the regular Brigade, fince they are 
now blended in One Command by the Regulations lately formed ; and as this whole Force is llaiioned 
there folely for the Service of the Nabob of Owde, the Expence ought, in my Opinion, to be 
folely his. 

Mr, Francis — When the Weight of an Argument is felt, there is fome Relief in cavilling about 
Terms. As to l.anguagc and Manners, I allow that the Governor General is perfedt Mailer of both, 
whenever he is Maftcr of himfelf, I leave the Style of the Two preceding Minutes to be compared ami 
judged of by others. In Reply to the lad, I (liall only fay, that I think my Objedlion is not an- 
Iwered. The Subfidy for the Brigade in the Field is fixed by Treaty 5 that, 1 prefume, we are agreed, 
cannot be incrcal'cd at our Diferetion ; but if we can increafe the Vizier’s Expence on Account of the 
other Troops commanded by Britlfh Officers in his Service, according to our Judgment, 1 imagine it 
amounts to the fame Thing. Wc create new Eftablifhmcnts, of which he is not apprized we fend 
Officers into his Country whom he has not invited thither ; and we tell him, that all this is done for 
his Service, and that he mufi; pay for it. I know not by what Limits that difcreriopary Power, if ex- 
creifed by us in one Inftance, efpccially of (lich Magnitude as the prefent, can be rellrained ; the 
Vizier certainly, who is the principal Perfon concerned, has no Voice in C^ieftion, 

Mr. Wheler — I am againft the Queftion. 

Mr. Barwell — I am for the Queftion, I have impartially confidered the Arguments for and 
againft it, and I am convinced that it will both have the Approbation of the Company, and be vindi- 
cated by the obvious NecelTity that requires the Prcfencc of the Commander in Chief in the Vizier’s 
Dominions. Some Regulations and Orders that the Board have iflTued, have indeed, in their Opera- 
tion, checked a few material Defefts in the Firft Plan fuggefted, for giving the Nabob’s Troops to 
Britilh Officers uncontroulcd in their Charges. Thefe Orders have reduced them to our prefent 
Eilabliftiment, have totally annihilated thofe Contradls for Horfes, for Bullocks, and the Liberty ot 
charging Batta upon the Receipts of Money and our Tuncaws, as licenfed by the Minifter of ovi 
Government, at that Period, The great Relaxation which has been, proceeded from that Irregularity 
and Want of Command which the Firft Syftem could not fail to produce, can never be tftcdually 
remedied by any Superintendance and Controul, at the Difjtance of goo Miles ; but I flatter mylcll 
that a loc.!! and fpirited Difchargc of that Duty which the Commander in Chief feems determined Co 
execute, will effcdl the falutary Reform fo much needed. 

Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion. ^ 

The following Letter is accordingly written to the Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 

Sir, 

The Commander in Chief having thought it neceflary to vifit the different Stations of the Army 
we judge it proper that his Extra Allowances and Travelling Charges (hould be defrayed by 

Vizier 
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v Caromnaffa until the Date of hii,Retyrn tci, 

the feme.- . W«,fbeiie 4 )ff W 4 ^ fM'wqjiPt of the EftabUfljm^pjt fixed the Extra Difburfcnfehii 

of. the CotntaMKler, in,Chi?^i&p^eiipia. that you add ^tficAupoUnt thereof to the. 

Debit of . th<}; .V«HW.’* <$•- Military Charifts. aa ».Eallgf.hj»^^nVralgublifiyi.d^ 

,ft November 17791 


( 


Refolved, That the Govemot General be requeued to write to the Vitier, id the Terms of the 

Motidii.^i-’. . ,■ ■■’ • ■■ • - ■ ■ •■■■ ■ • ■ - -- ' ■ ■ - 


Extraa of the Proceedings of the Govexi)pf,j 3 eo|^ and C^j^dcih ^ in Bengal, > theif 

Public Defartmenti 20th December 

. Reid al^tftf irom MfilPBfHngr d^CoUoat? « - 

Vizier’s Acoount ' Cufienr, the Aljowaocea to . the Qeh^al afier his p^.ng the River Carum- 

“rhe Naboll being ill. teOTihc' I him at^bllrirtB M.J K 
tions. made no Manocnof Obief ^jon tFxt t but on the C()nirary faid. it was what h^hatlalgaYa 
wn his Provinces/ m^iorc_ bcfal | .MiQD^i[-lbaii 

he would have niade It double. 

* ,C. Purling. 


I'l 


Lucknow, 
aid November 1779* 

1 ,-.1.1 ..Ihmt.i i ^ 

Rtfolved, Thai; the following Shpiplie Written to Mr. Potlihg’ : 


(Sig 


.1 f 


Wc have received yown Leucr ojf, t|ie 23d uUimo, in whicli we, obferve yo d ^ajr, ttat 
informed yOu, le waa what he h?d airways, been ufed 

« Provinces, in. a mote rtl^Mhl^npef than a1 ‘ 


vas naw prcfcribcd ito him on tlii 

We defirr^ou wiirnfertain"^^^^ ^s, what the Nabob alludes to 

1 r .L!. by our A'Jthority, nor any ful|i Payment or He 

VveWo defire to Vnow the particular Allowances which he has made 

_ ^ ^ ^ t * 11.. * * 


Dernand of tjiis Nature. wi»® ey?? 

ccipt entered in his Accounts. \ ^ • • i, 

to Officers in that Station, and the fpecific Amount of each nominally 

• 

Fort William, 
aoth December 1779 


We are, &c. 


, ^ . . . *. 

Extract oTthfc Gcd^al Letter from Bcrigal, dated the 14th January <780. 


Par ro 6cncfal S^Eyi'c Cts 6 it deemirtg ri ncccffary to Vifit the different StatioiV« 6f the Armyif 
in ordd^ w i§rm fiifh ililiLry'Arrkn^medtf as the Service imy tequifc, and to 
duftlod of a new pXn df Regulations foi^ the Improvement of- yOut Forces Eft ^1 Ament, 

Sikh has bccn/etdmnteHdeifby him, reVifed by us in tke Military Depart^nt, 
our Authority t left the Prifrdtncy' for that Porpofe Jn September laft, and is bow at Allahabad or 

^'do'^M the Prefence of the Commander in Chief will be moftly confined to the grand Pofts of the 
Army in the Dominions. of the Vizier,, yrc thought it but iuft to include the FieU Allow^ccs and 
travelline Charees VvfircfrVad^fi^ehWnWteaJto WS Station by odr Re^uooh in^lhe Infpcaion De- 
partmenfin o^ from the .Date of his paffing the Carrumnafla, as the 

^IzW exclufiv'e br the fiied'SbbOcfy for One^^bc Rationed for the Defence of 
Dominions, is¥o6nd » difeharee theMual Expiii^ of all the 

- W*' therefore wrote to the Refidcnt to this Effect, Bnd he 

Jy iXflerfi t«*hiS Ptopofal.* ’ ■ ' . .. 

i tnade to the Allowances, which we informed you in our'Ad- 

foT'the'Clommahdcr inChkf when in the Field •. and 
defiroM of forming yourludgmcnf of the Propriety 
Amount with the various Articlcs^f fixed and contingent ^'lowanccs drawn by 
the chief Command of the MilitarycEftablilhment of this Prefidency when in the Field, theGovcinoi 
General propofed, and it was ordered, that Abftraft Accounts Ihould be compiled 
, §I^.C<wia.iR«i>V. 3 A y 
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Paymal^r General, of all the All6wances and contingent Chatges, of whatevet- Kitftutre^ whith had 
: been drawn by the different Comtnanders in Chle#^ finOe fbe Yeaf'iy^J th^'‘-Cotftftiebcem(lie ©f 
I Brigadier General Stibbert’s Command •, fpeoifying the grofr Acriouht of each AWiOte drawn by each 
; Prirniininirtiii in Chiaf wlpefilirrlyi the Time for which it was drawn, and the Amount of foch Paru 
of the general Charges of the Army, as were appropriated to the particular Rife uC^HiaJjCg|Q|MQder 
in Chief. Our Opimons on the Governor Gcncrars Motion are recorded in the ftdic Daj^VConUjl^ 
cation. 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council at Port 'William, ip their Secret 

Department, 3d April lySo. 

Read the following Letter atid PnClofures from Mf. Piiriingt 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I have been duly honoured by the Recemt of your Letter of Ihd JdchnltMib, It^iring tint I SWU 
afeertain and report to your honouralder'&>aed; what the Nabob alluded to by his Aflertion that, 
" he had made more liberal Allowances to other Officers cornmahdiHg in hit Pibvirices, chad was 
“ now preferibed him on the General*»*)\.ccount.’* 

Enclofed I have the Honour to tranfmit you Copy rf my Letter to the Nabob upon the above 
Subjeft, and his Anfwcr, in which he accounts for the Delay which has happened in obiaining it. 

? t am, &c. ftc. 

‘’tmdenow, - ~ ~ -G.Jt*.«riirig. 

- adth JainSa^ lyfto. • • - . ' 

J^lofores in a Letter from Mr. PurlingT*^ 


N* I. Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Ummeer ul Dowla, Cutubul Moulk, Mr. Purling, 
Behadre, to (he Nabob 'Vizier, dated the ajd Zebeija, ad January 1780. 

I wrote you on the Subjed of the Expences of the Nabob Inferam ul Dowla, General Sir Eyre 
Coote, Behadre, at the Time I received Orders from the Council, that from the Time of the Gene- 
ral’s eroding the Cariiintiaffa, his Expences Ihoold be written in your Highhefs’s Aic</un(!s ) and 
; you fatd in Anfwer, that if the Council had written in thefe Terms to your Highnefs about the 
i General’s Expences, and had left the Power of it to you, jrou would even have given him more 
I for his Expences thsn the Council (hould have direded, as you do to other Gentlemen. 1 am cn* 
tirely ignorant of Purport of your Anfwer, and requeft yoisr Highnefs will be ptci^d to ex- 
( plain it to ^e. 

• • iS 

N* a. Letter from the Nabob to Mr. Purling. 


I have received your Letter informing me, &c. (repeating Mr. Purling’s Letter.) 

Sir, I faid that it was unneceflary for the Gentlemen of the Council to write thus about the 
Allowance to the General, as they never before had done it in any Inflance^ As the Friendlhip be- 
tween me and the Englilh Gentlemen is very intimate, I (hould of my own Accord have fupplied 
the General with every Thing necelTary. What you write that I (hould tnfoYm you o| other Par- 
ticulars, is not proper ; but on the contrary, very improper. I never gave any thing to the EngliOi 
Gentlemen, and if 1 had given any thing I (hould never mention it. The Enquiry into thele Mat- 
ters is very improper in you. I have been long in anfwering your Letter, on account of the Fa(t 
of the Mohurrum. 


ExtrAdof the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, 18 th Odober sySo. 


Par. 4. Your Proceedings relative to feveral extra Allowances granted to Sir Eyre Coote, have been 
but a few Days before us i by an early Opportunity we (hall give you our Sentiments and Inftruo- 
tions fully upon that Subjed. At prefent we only qblerye, that thele Allowances appear to us in a 
Light fo very extraordinary, and fo repugnant M the Spirit of a Kefolution.of ' the General Court 
of Proprietors, refpeding the Allowance made to General Clavering, that we politiveiy dired that 
they he difeontinu^ immediaKly, and no Part thereof paid after the Receipt of this . Letter. 




appendix, 
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Copy ^hr Artiete of the CoitijMny^s GeneriMhftru^ions t6 the Cotetpor tSenpni i^nti 
^ Council of Knga}» of the 29th March 1774. 

W E hereby direft, that the Commander ip Chief of the Company’s Forew in India be permitted^ 
when in Bengal, to enjoy the^HoUfe ih Calcutta ufually afligned to and occupied by the Superior 
Military Officer of our Troops ki that Province i and that when our Commander in Chief (hall be fent 
upon the Company’s Service to any of our other Prendencics, an Houle fuitable to his Rank be 
likewife affigned for his Ule during his ReOdence at fuch Prelidericy <, and that there be paid to him 
the Sum of jf. 6,000 Sterling per Annuiti^ in futf^lbr his Services as Commander in Chief, and iii 
lieu of travelling Charges, and of all other Advantages and Emoluments . whatever, except the 
Salary of £. 10,000 per Annum, eftabliihed by Law, and ordered to bb paid to him as one of the 
Council at Fort William in Bfengil^ r 
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Extract of Letter from the Court of Direftors to the Governor General aiklGouncil at Fort William j 

dated aSth November 1777. 

Par. 49. TN the iift Articlit of our Inftrii^tiohs, dated tlw a9th March 1774, we recommended the 
ftrideft Frugality in your Approval Of Salaried to be paid by the Company to the Officers 
of the Supreme COurt of Judicature, Upon the Receipt of your Advices, fpccifying the Amoiunt of 
Fees and Salaries appointed and annejted to thfc faid Officers, we exprefled our Opinion, that they were 
very high, but acquirfeed therein for the prefentj fuggefting, however, our Hopes, that in cafe any 
Altcratwn ihould take place, you would not agree to any Plan that Ihould not be formed with more 
CEconomy, until you (hould have tranftnitted the fame to us for our final Determination. 

Par. 50. The i ith Paragraph of your Letter of the lath of February 1777 informs ui, that the 
Judged had fcnl you a Lift of additional Offices, and a Propolal to encrcafe the Fees to other particu- 
lar Offices already cftaliii%cd ; and, to our Aftonilhment, we find that you havr approved the Propolal 
of the Court, and granted your Confent to the Encreafe of Fees and additional EftaWilhments. 

Par. 5*. And here we have to lament, that the fame Majority of Council, whole Conduft we have 
fo highly cenfured, have again exercifed their Authority in manifeft Difregard of the Intimations given 
in our Inftruftions, and in Oppofition to the moft unanfwerable Arguments urged to the contrery 
by General Clavering and Mr. Francis { who had alfo protefted againft the unrealonable and eXcem|re 
Salaries and Emoluments, as eftablilhed by the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature for the 

Officers of that Court at it^firft InftTtution. r « 

Par. 52, We obferve Iclfcted by Mr. Francis, that the Salaries of the Officers of the Court, ex- 
clufivc of the Judges themfclves, as they flood before the late Addition, amount to Curfent Hupew 
1,23,436, befidis their Fees*, to this moft be add<(d Houfe Rent, at the Rate of Current Rupert 
4,428 per Annum, and contingent Charges, which are indefinite. It is now pfopoled to hire anothw 
Houfe, which he concludes wdl not be done for lefs than 500 Rupees a Month , and he ftates the 
Expence of the new Officers Salaries at upwards of Thirty-two thoufand Rupees per Annum, belidea 

the additional Allowance of Fees. , u 

Par, 53. When we confider this Profufion of Expence, we cannot but exprefs our Concern, th« 
the Power of granting away our Property jn Perpetuity, Ihould have devolved ufwn Perf^s whole 
Complaifance to the CoUft has, in oUr Opinion, exceeded their Attention to the Intereft of the 
Company. 


PRO C E EDINGS of the Governor Gcnefal and Council, in conrequcncc of the Court’# 
Orders of 4th March 1778, for comroeocing a Suit againft Mr. Barwell. 

Copy of the "llyth Paragraph of the Companyla General Letter to Bengal, dated 4th 

March 1778. 


A.Mr.B.r«U to »:ki»wWs»d that .he Salt M.hU of S*«8tP»'' 

*d to him, ihai he relet them to Kojah Kaworkc, in the Names of Buflbnt Roy and Kiflcn Deb. 
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6n Condition of his accounting with him (Mr. Barwell; for the Profits to a^ertain Amount •, as he 
has alfo declared,, tha^f a Wifh *f adding to; 1 $s Fortfie ha!||«rarp^ his Bdgm^t, he will never, 
thelefs fubmit alibis Rights in ‘the Salt Contrails to tTO Cobr^ of Direaots v an J that, if in our 
Opinion fuch Rights veil in the Company, he will account to us for the laft Shilling, and abide 

itnplidiHy by oui^ Jodgmen#; weEtkcrtfofe thrtk' it .probably ifba5 Mr. RarjifcHtAOjibj5ing3c<|yawte4 

with our peremptory Orders . for commencing » PiofctutioD', may, bo*d«firous of paying his Sli'are 
of Profits on the Salt Tranfaitions at Dacca into our Treafury •, but (bould this be the Cafe, you 
tiiuft be well 'advifed. before you agfee to receive .the Moocy» that the, Acceppspee of ^py parti, 
cular Share of the faid Profits for the Ufc of the Comparay,|.wilh not prejudice theit Chtiips ujion 
any of the other Perfoos or Parties concernedi, for the- Remaiadtf pf the faid Profits, , ; , . . 




r (, 


Extrail; ofthe Proceedings of theGoveriw: Qi?nfr,aJ iipdrCpm'cil of Bengal, in their Public Depart. 

mept, tbj? 5th Odlober 1778. 

' ■ y ’i- / i ■ i ' ’ . > i ' ‘ - ; > 

The Secretary informs the Board, That he has iaufed the paragraphs pf the deaeral Lepey 
from the Honourable the Court of Direilors, dated the 4th March 1778, to be diftributed to the 
other Departments, as follows. 

To the Board of Revenue, Paragraphs, 77, 78, 79, 92. 


Extrait of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public Dc- 

partment, the iith Jaauvy 177^. . . ^ 

Mr. Barwell delivers in the following Minute. 

Mr. Barwell— My Silence on the Orders of the Court of Direilors, as far as thofe relate to my. 
fclf, has hitherto, b<xn ipfiuenced by the fame Capdour that led me to inftruit my Agents in Eng. 
land to bring the Queftion forward, relative to. th,e .Right of the Company to the Advantages I 
am charged to have drawn from manufaituring the Salt at Dacca, while Chief at that Suboidinate. 
Sir 'John Day, whofe Arrival waa daily expeilcd, l.wifccd to wait for, in order to avoid the Ap. 
pearance of participating this Quefiioa tO; a, legal Decifiop. , A. few Days now muft cither land Sir 
John Day in Bengal, or bring certain Intelligence that he has bech intercepted in his Paflage, and 
is not to be expelled, having failed in the Southampton . in Company with the Naffau, Ten Days 
before the Belborough left the Coaft, which laR Ship has been arrived here upwards of Twelve 

Days. ' , i ' . 

To continue, filent any longer might be, interpreted a Wifli in me to ‘decline the Trial that, 
ihrough my Agents in England, I have demanded » a Wilh the nabft diftant from my Thoughts, 
for 1 dcfire nothing mpre ardently. Confident, that whether, the Right of the Company to damn 
from me ihall or fltall not be eftablilhed, it afifbrds me the only Opportutyjy I can have to vindicate 
my Fame, and difpel the Cloud Artifice has thrown over this Tranfaftion. 

.Was 1 to anfwer the Claim of the Company, it would indeed relieve me from the Trouble of vex- 
atious Litigation, but the End would not be .anrwercd by.my CpmpHance j fo far from it, the vrry 
Compliance would be urged as a Confefilon of Delinquency on my Part^ and to proceed from Con- 
vi^lion of ray having ufur^ied on the Rights Qfthe Company. Thovgh I would with Pleafure lacii- 
^cc my whole Fortune to infure the gow Opinion of the World, 1 would nor, to purchal'e Eafe to 
niyfclf, forfeit that Opinion. If I have encroached on the Rights of tl^ Company , if I have bene- 
fited myfclf. at their Expcnce, the Faft will be eafy to eftabhfli. , 1 ho Choice left (for as no 
Merit -has been given me for the OSer I made to fubmit myfclf to the Company, and as a moft un- 
iuftifiable Advantage has been .aftempted to be made of that Oflrer, by firft declining it and dclcenj* 
ing to Abufcv and then giving Orders upon it as if it had not been rejeSed, when called upon by 
me, in the Perfon of my Agent, to bring Home the Charge of Delinquency) but to appeal to the 
Laws of my Country, thofe, I Qatter myfclf, will decide the C^eftion unequivocally i and fliould 
their Decifion deduA from my Fortune, I am fatisfied they will likewife do Jufticc to my Charadcr, 
which has been both unfairly and iiyuriquQy treated. ; 

As the Stale of my Health has long; fince renderefi .it neccITary, for me to return to Eurqpe, I havp 
waited only for a proper Opportunity. ; The Sea]^ is now, far advi^nced, <ind will npt ^llow me 
much longer Time to take my Refolution (eflfcntially aS I ought to confidcr myfclf concerned . 
whatever Arrangement may have been made for the Conflitution of the new Government.) I could 
therefore wilh the Claim made upon me by the Court of Diredlors, in their Letter of the 4ih Marcii 
1778, brought -as fpeedily to iiltie aa Fprms of sii'jtw»rt;.'of Jufticc- w^l;,*dmU ijand -in conlc- 
qucncc move, Thas it be immediately futMnittedieo tbeuC^mpwV 
pcrly inftruded to profecute upon it. “ 

Mr. Fraacis-r-Thc fatoe Motive which apMars to have had Weight with Mr. ^rwell, has hitherto 
retrained me from moVing to Caff^ the C^pHny’s Orders ihtor Execnitihn 'i - T nWan the Abfcncc 
of the Company’s Advocate General, whole Advice and Afli^ance we are exprefsiy referred to. 1 
have no Objedion to the Motion j hoping ftUl tfi^at Sir John Day will arrive Time enough to take 
'Charge of th? Proceedings. As. an Amendiiicnt, pr father ah Additioft>' tb Mv. RarweH’s'Motion, I 

’ \ -'J - -i 1 Ol i.. ; 'j. ,, beg 
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beg Leave w nsov^, That it be extended to ali the Perfons mentioned in the Company’s Ordeti 
above quoted. 

Mr. Barwell — I could wilh Mr. Francis to decline his Amendment, and to allow my Motion to 
ftand fi'v.ply as propofed i and I a,m ^yilling to flatter myfclf with his Acquicfceuce. 1 do not ima- 
gine he thinks there is any urgent NccelTuy to induce him to infill upon it. 

Governor General — I agree to Mr. Barwell’s Motion. That introduced by Mr. Francis, I con- 
flder as a new Queftion, totally foreign from the original one ; and I objeft to it for the following 
Reafons : The Profecotion cannot be condudled, either fo ably or cffeftually, under the prefent 
Conlbtution of our Law Departnnent, as by the Advocate General appointed by the Company* 
Should any material Defe^ or QniiJfion be foMnd in tht Firll Procefs, I much fear, from the Pre- 
judices with which the Adis of Part of?this Adminillration have been examined at Home, that 
they will be imputed to Defign. Bcfidcs, I cannot agree to involve Mr. Barwcll’s Prolecution witii 
that of others, and to make him the aftenfiWe Inftrunient Of them, by ordering them, in coniequcncc 
of a Propolal made by him. Many Suits commenced at the fame l ime, under our prefent Want of 
Knowledge in legal Forms, would only ferve to embarrafs, and give Occafion for the Dcfedls of 
which I have exprefled an Apprehenfion. 1 do not think that it is fo likely to prove the Cafe if 
the Suit 9g<dn(l Mr. Barwell be fingly undertaken •, and before much Progrefs can have been made 
in it, it is very likely that the Board will be furnilhed with the Relief and Aids cxjicdled from Sir 
John Day's Arrival. His Palfage has not yet been unufually long for the Seafon of the Year in which 
he embarked. Whenever he arrives, I will promife to be the firll, if I am permitted, to renew the 
Motion now made by Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Francis — I acquiefee. 

Mr, WheJer— -I agree to Mr. Bar well’s Motion. 

Agreed to Mr. Barwcll’s Propofition, and ordered accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do notify to the Secretary to the Revenue Department, that the 
Board have rcfolvcd, in Conformity to the Orders of the Court of Dircdlors of the 4th March, to 
profccute the Company’s Claim;on Mr. Barwell, in the Supreme Court of Judicature ; That the 
Commifliottcr of Law Suits muft therefore be furnifhed with fuch Informations and Documents from 
the Revenue Department as may be necefTary for condufting the Suit. 

Ordered, That the Commiflioner of Law Suits be alfo adviled of the Board’s Refolution, 


Extradl of the Diary of the Commifllontt' of Law Suits, at Calcutta in Bengal, 13th January 1779.' 

Received the following Letter from the Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council. 


Sir, 


To George Bogle, Efquife, Commiflioner of Law Suits. 


1 am dircifled by the Honourable tlic Governor General and Council, to acquaint you with their Re- 
folutions, “ That the Palm made Upon Mr* ftatwe)! by the Court of Direftors, in their Letter of the 
“ 4th March 1778, fcall be ihimcdiatcly jubmitted to the Company's CounfeJ, and the Attorney 
“ p(operiy inllrudled to ptofccult hini upon it.” You will therefore receive Inllrudlions to this Effect 
from die Secretary of the Revenue Department, with fuch Informations and Documents as he may be 
able to furnilh you withjfor the Execution of them. 

Council Chamber, '^- I am, Sir, 

the nth January 1779. Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. P. Auriol, 

ScciL' 


ExtraCl of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue 

Department, the J9th January 1779. 


Read the following Letter from the Secretary of the General Department. 


George Hodgfon,' Elq' Secretary to the Revenue Department. 

Sir 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council, in confequence of the following Motion from 
Mr. Harwell, “ That the Claim made upon him by the Court of Directors, in their General Letter of 
“ the 4tb March 1778, be immediately fUbmitted to the Company’s Lawyers } and that they may 
“ be properly inftruCled to profccute Upon it j” having rcfolvcd to profccute the faid Claim in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, 1 am to tkfire that you will furnifli the Commiflioner of Law Sdits 
with InftruClions to the Efleft of tHI Motion, and fuch Documents and Information as may be ne- 


ceflhry for the Purpofe Intended. 
Council Chamber, 
nth January 1779. 


I am, &c. 

J. P. Auriol, 

Secretary. 


The 


Sit. Com. Rep. V. 
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The Secretary acquaints the Board, that immediately on the Receipt of the foregoing Letter, he 
cauled the neteflary Papers and Information for the Guidance of the Commiflioticr of ^.aw Suits to 
be prepared ; that they are now ready, and will be tranfrtiitted to the Commiflioner with InllruAions, 
to the Effcft of the Board’s Refolution, in the Courfe of this Day. 


Exiradl; of Diary of the Commiflioner of Law Suits at Calcutta, 20th January 1779. 

Received the following Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue : 

I'o George Bogle, Efquire, CommilTioner of Law Suits. 

Sir, 1 

7 he Monourable the Governor General and Council having relblved, “ that the Claim made by the 
Court of Direflors upon Mr, Barwell, in their Letter of the 4th March 1778, be immediately fub- 
mitted to tile Company’s Lawyers, and that they may be properly inftruded to profecute upon it in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature,” I am to dcTire that you will profecute the faid Claim accordingly. 
J’or this Purpofc you wdl herewith receive an Extract of the Company’s General Letter ’bf the 4tli 
March 1778, with the Opinions of the Company’s Standing Counfel and Solicitor, referred to in it; 
together with lurli other Papers and Documents as appear to me neceflary for your Information and 
Guid.inct‘. Should any further Materials appear to you necefTary for the Frofecution of this Caufe, 

I requell that you will be plcafed to inform me, that they may be furnilhed you accordingly. 

1 am. 

Revenue Department Sir, 

Fort William, Your moil obedient Servant, 

19th January 1779. . (Signed) Geo. Hodgfon, 

Secretary. 

Extradl of Diary of the Commiflioner of Law Suits at Calcutta, the 22d January 1779. 

In Confequcnce of the Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, of the 19th Inftant, gave 
tlic following Inllru6tions to the Company’s Attorney : 

Mr. Naylor. 

Sir, 

The Honourable Governor General and Council having relblved, “ that the Claim made by the 
Court of Direftors on Mr. Barwell, in their Letter of the 4th March 1778 (Extrad. of which goes 
enclofcd) be immediately fubmitted to the Company’s Lawyers, and that a Frofecution be forthwith 
commenced agairilt Mr. Barwell, in the Supreme Court of Judicature,” I now tranfmit toyqu the Pro. 
teedings of the Board, and other Psmers relative to this Claim, agreeable to the enclofed Lift, as 
Materials for inftituting a Suit in purhiancc of the Orders of the Court of Direilors, and the’ Honour- 
able Board. 

I am, &c. &c. 

Extraift of the Proceedings of the^overnor General and Council of Bengal, in theif Public Depart- 
ment, the 15th March 1779. 

Mr. Barwell— I have already cxprelTed my Wilh, that the Claim made upon me by the Court of 
Direftors, in their Letter of the 4th March 1778, might be brought as fpccdily to Iflue as the Forms 
of a Court of Jufticc would admit; and on the iith January laft it was relblved and ordered, that a 
Frofecution Ihould be immediately commenced tot^ablifti the Righj:$,of thc Cpmpany. As a.Pflay 
proves vexatious to me, in the greateft Degree, t think it neceflary, after having'waited Two Months, 
to remind the Board of their Refolution of the i ith of January, and to defire that it may be repeated, 
both to the Attorney at Record, and Sir John Day, the Advocate General. 

Rcfolvcd, In the Terms of Mr. Barwell’s Motion. 

The Governor General — 1 move, that Copies of* the 77th, 78th, wd 70th Paragraphs of the Gene- 
r-il Letter of the 4th of March, together with the Report of t|ic Compahy’ii Solicitor General^ of the 
be dcliycred to our Advocate General^' and that he be diredled to <:ondu^l the 
P^ofccution ordered by the former ; and that the Secretary to the Revenue Department do furniih 
him with all the Evidences contained in the Confultations ofj^is Department, which may ferve to 
eftablilh the Company’s Claims on the fcveral Peffons who arc the Objedls of them, and at this Time 
lubjeft to the Jurifdidion of the Supreme Court. 

Kefolved according to the Governor General’s Motion. The Secretary is therefore dire< 3 :e<i to iflu® 
the neCeflary Orders to the Advocate General, and to the Secretary of the Revenue Department. 

. i Extrail 
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Extraft of th?. Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Kcvenile Dcpartcnent, 

i8ihMayi779. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has received from the Com- 
pany’s Attorney. 

To Geo. Hodgfon, Efquire, Secretary. 

Sir, 

1 mull requeft that you will inform the Honourable Board, that in the Suit which I have lately been 
direfted to inllitute againll Mr. Barwell, it Sf, the Opinion of the Advocate General that it cannot 
with Propriety be inftituted agaihH Mr. Barwell alone, but mud be brought againd all the Gentlemen 
pointed out, as well by Mr. Smith, the Company’s Solicitor in England, in his Report, as by 
the General Letter of the Honourable the Court of Directors. It would not be fulHcient that 
Mr. Barwell would ftand forth, and take upon himfelf the whole Refponflbility, if other Perfons 
appear to be interelled. It it a Principle in Equity, that all intereded Parties mud be before the 
Court, orotherwife they will not make a Decree. The Court will, in all fuch Cafes, know who were 
the Parties engaged, and judge who ought to be the rerponfible ones. I beg therefore to be favoured 
with the Kefoiutions of the Honourable Board, whether 1 am to die the Bill againd all thefc Gentlemen 
now in Bengal, who appear to have been concerned in the Tranfadlion. 

’ 1 am, 

. Sir, &C 9 . 

Calcutta, 14th May 1779. (Signed) N. Naylor, 

Attorney to the Honourable Comp’'. 

Oidered, That the Attorney be informed, that the Board approve of the Mode which he has re- 
commended i but they leave it to him to adopt that, or any other, which may be bed calculated to an- 
fwer the Intentions of the Court of Direiftors relative to the Suit againd Mr. Barwell. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue Depart- 
ment j dated 30th July 1779. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has received from the Com- 
pany’s Attorney. 


To Geo. Hodgfon, Efquire, Secretary to the Honourable Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 

The Bill for the Recovery of the Monies received by the Servants of the Honourable Company 
from the Salt Farms in the Province of Dacca, being now prepared agreeable to the Indruftions of the 
Advocate General, and in Conformity to the Report of the Solicitor at Home, includes no Icfs than 
Seventeen Perfons as Parties, mod of them refident at different Parts of the Provinces, and feme of 
them Natives of ipconliderable Note ; in ferving the Procefs of the Court on whom, great Difficulty 
and Delay may reafonably be expe^ed. And as I am induced to colleft, from the original Indruftions 
of the Honourable and the Dircdlions which I have fince received to expedite the Suit, 

that it is not only their Wiflj, but their Expedation, fpeedily to receive a Dccifion thereon, I think 
it my Duty to apprize the Honourable Board of the above Circugjdanccs before the Bill is filed, 
and fome of the Parties ferved with Procefs to anfwer. 


Calcutta, 30th July 1779. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) N. Naylor, 

Attorney to the Hon’’” Compr. 


Extrafl of Letter from the Goverifor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public Department, to 

the Court of Diredlors, dated id February 1779. 

Par. 36, We beg I^ave to point out to your Perufal, the Minutes noted in the Margin } by thefc 
you will be informed that Mr. Barwell, after having waited long in Expeflation of the Arrival of 
Sir John Day, moved, that the Suit which you had ordered to be indituced againd him, might no 
longer be delayed, as the State of his Health had long fince rendered it ncceffary for him tor return to 
Europe, and the Seafon being far advanced, did not allow him much longer Time to take his Refo- 
lution. The Governor General deeming it of the mod elfcntial Confcqucnce to the Succefs of the 
Meafures undertaken with Mr. BarvUll's Sanflion and Concurrence, to engage his Stay for the Sup- 
port of them, earnedly intreated him to lay afide bis Intention of going to Europe j which in Confe- 
qucnce he has accordingly done. 


Extraft 
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Extradt of Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue Departtnenr 
to the Court of Diredors, dated 29th March 1779. 

Par. 29. At the particular Inftance of Mr. Barwell, we have direfted your Attorney on Record to 
profccutc the Company’s Claim upon him ; and the Advocate General has been diredted to bring this 
Matter to ilTue as fpeedily as the Forms of a Court of JulUce will admit : We have alfo dircdlcd the 
Advocate General to commence and condudl the Frofecutions ordered in the 77th, 78th, and jgth 
Paragraphs of your General Letter, dated 4th March 1778. ^ 

Extraft of Letter from the Governor General and Ccniticil of Bengal, in their Revenue Department 
to the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1780. ’ 

Par. 51. In the Paragraph of our Letter by the Gacton, we apprized you of the Suit which we 
had direded to be commenced againft Mr. Barwell in Obedience to your Commands of the 4th 
March 1778. The Company’s Attorney having acquainted us that it was the Opinion of the Advo- 
cate General, that the Suit could not with Propriety be inltituted againft Mr. Barwell alone, but that 
it muft be brought againft all the Gentlemen pointed out, as wclf by Wfr. Smith, your Solicitor in 
England, in his Report trahfmitted to us, as by your Commands above quoted, and that it would not 
be lufficient that Mr. Barwell fhould ftand forth, and take upon himfelf the 'whole Rcfponfibility, if 
other Perfons appeared to be interefted ; requefting at the fame Time InftruClions for flis Guidance; 
We accordingly direded the Attorney to adopt any Mode which might appear to him beft calculated 
to anfwer the Intentions of your Honourable Court, relative to the Suit agaiiift Mr. Barwell. 

52. Wc have been (ince apprized by the Company’s Attorney, that great Difficulty and Delay are 
likely to be expeded in ferving the Procefs of the Court on the Parties included in the Bill, which 
amount to no Icfs th^n Seventeen Perfons •, moft of whom are reftdent at different Farts of the Pro- 
vinces, and fome of them Natives of inconfiderable Note. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Governor General and Council to Brigadier General Goddard, dated 

20th April 1780. 


Sir, 

E now tranfmit you our Sentiments on the Subjed of your Letter of the 29th January and 17th 
* of February, which have not been replied to. 

We are much concerned to obferve, that your Condud, which has been fo deferving in general of 
our warmeli Approbation, (hould, in fome Inftances, be lefs fatisfadory to us. 

Our Orders refpedmg the Fenfion you had granted to Ragoba, were pofitive and peremptory, and 
we expeded you would have literally obeyed ilicm j but we arc concerned to find, by your Letters of 
17th of February, that you evefijntcndcd to advance him 50,000 R* for the Month of March. We 
now therefore repeat our Orders,’ and pofitively dired, that not a Rupee ftiall be advanced in future 
from your Trcalury for the Supply of Ragoba. Wc informed you, in our Letter of 29th November 
1779, that it was with the utmoft Difficulty we are enabled to furnilh Supplies for your neceffary and 
unavoidable Expences ; and wc ftill hope, that on reconfidering this Part of our Letter, you have 
determined to pay a ftrid Obedience to our Orders. 

We arc plealed to obferve that you have propofed to make certain Regulations for the Diminution 
of your Expences : Your Example and determined Refolution to^hedt every unneceffary Charge, 
will, we hope, produce the dcfircd Effcd. 

Our Rclourccs are no longer equal to the Payment of your Army, without draining Bengal en- 
tirely of its Specie i nor can any Acquifition on the other Side of India comperifatc for the Dilhefies 
which a Continuance of the War, at the prelent Expence, would bring upon the Company, wc 
therefore moft carneftly recommend to you to obferve the ftrideft (Economy in your future Difburfc- 
ments , and we ffiali point to you fuch Savings as we think may be made without Injury to the 
Service. 

1 he i ft Regiment of Cavalry is kept up at a very heavy Expence, which we think has not been 
compcniated tor by any Services which it has performed, or to- be expelled from it in future t wc 
therctorc authorize and pofitively direift you to reduce this Regiment. 

The Comn^mtitr in Chief has communicated to us your Letter cf the 4th of March, by which we 
find that Major Fullarton, with Eight Companies of Sepoy', was in Garrifon at Ahmadabad. W’e 
9 dircit. 
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dircfti if this has not been already done, that Putty Sing be called upon to fix a Subfidy for the full 
Expence of thefc Troops, and of any other of our Forces which may be detached for the Defence of 
the Countries ceded to him, independent of the general Plan of the Campaign. 

We wi(h you to return a Part or the Whole of the Fort Saint George Detachment, as foon as the 
Seafon will permit, and you can difpcnfe with their Services, as the whole Expence of the diflerent 
Corps will fall upon this Government, which is (as we muft repeat) uncoual to fo accumulated a 
Charge. 

We are, &c. 

Warren Hafiings, 

P. Francis, 

Ed. Wheler. 


(B) 

Extrafl: of Secret Confultation, the a9th of May 1780. 

PRESENT, 

The Governor General, 

Mr. Francis, 
and 

Mr. WhcIer. 

The Governor General delivers in the following Minute : 

The Commander in Chief has repeatedly declared. That the Dcuchment now at Ghotle, under 
the Command of Captain Popham, is unequal to the Services in which it has been employed, and 
of courfe much more unequal to that in which the Rana is defirous of engaging it i fuch has alfo 
been the declared Opinion of the Board. It is in its prefent Form, as it has already been ob< 
ferved, irreconcilable with the Treaty concluded with the Rana of Ghodc 5 which apportions the 
Rate of the Subfidy which he is to pay for fuch Military Aid as is afforded him by this Govern, 
ment to Battalions of Sepoys on their prefent Eftablifhment. 

It will be recolle^ed, that Captain Popham’s Detachment was formed for a very different Ser- 
vice from that in which it is now employed, confining of a, 000 Drafts, 40 European Artillery, a 
fmall Party of Horfe, with Four light 6 Pounders, and a Howitzer. This Force was extremely 
well calculated for the Service originally intended to have been performed by it, and as ill calcu« 
lated for the prefent. Inftead of Four'regular Battalions of 800 Rank and File, each with 8 Guns, 
the Rana has been furnifhed with 4 weak Corps of 600 Men each, 4 Guns, and a Howitzer, and n 
Body of Horfe, which he neither wanted nor applied for, and which he will probably objeA to ad- 
mit into the Account of his Subfidy. 

On a Requifition from the Four Captains who commanded the Drafts in Ghodc, to be permittM 
to encreafe their prefent Corps to Battalions, the General oblerves to us, ** that thole Sepoy Drafts 
are fupernumerary to the Eftablilhmcnt *, and prefumes Government has no Idea of augmenting 
“ their Number by completing them to the Strength of Four regular Battalions.” From thole 
Reafons, and from a Defirc to contraA our Expenecs by every rcafonable Means, 1 fubmit to the 
Board the following Propofitions : 

ill. That Captain Popham’s Detachment be relieved by Four regular Battalions of Sepoys 
with the Guns, &c. &c. vix. Three Battalions from Cawnpore, and the Battalion of Light Infantry 
from Chuckey. ' 

zd. That Captain Popham, when relieved, lhall march twvawnpore ; the Sepoys to incor- 
porated into fuch of our Battalions as may be in want of Men i the Cavalry to join their Corps j 
liie Artillery to be difpofed of as the Commander in Chief (ball judge proper j and the'ilGKficers oe- 
longing to the Army in Guzzerat to join it by fuch Routes as they (ball judge moft practicable. 

3d. That the ' Staff Officers of Captain Popham's Detachment lhall be ordered to do Duty, 
and to hold their prelent Appointments, in the Detachment which lhall relieve them. 

.)th. That the Battalic# of Light Infantry commanded by Captain James Brown, be ordered 
to march immediately to Ghodc. 

5tli. Thai Major Camac be ordered to proceed immediately to Ghode, or wherefoever the De- 
tachment may be which is to relieve Captain Popham, and to take the Command of it. 

6th. That the Bullocks attached to the Guns of the Battalion and Stores, and to the 18 
Pounders ordered to join Captain Popham’s Detachment, be furnifticd by the Contractor from his 
prefent Eftabliflimcnt. r a.- • 

7th. That as a confiderable Time will be lolt if the Refolution of the Board rclpecting Major 
Camac and the Battalion of Light Infantry are carried Into EffeCt through the official Channel of 
the Commander in Chief, who did not prc^fc leaving Lucknow until the Commencement of th# 
Rains 5 agreed, that the Orders to Major Camac ant) Captain Brown be immediately fent fronj the 
Board, and ilTucd in General Orders. 


8el.Com. Rep. V. 
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fith. That a Copy of tbefc Rcfolutions be immediately tranfmitted fo the Commander tA Chief, 
^nd that he be rcquclled to iffue the ncccffary Orders foj: forming the Dct^chmpnt ^t Cwfipofe, 
which is to relieve Captain Fupham’s. 

I fhall now beg Leave to offer a few Remarks on the Propofitions. 

By relieving Captain Pophaiti’s Detachment with Four regular Battalions, we ftric^ly comply 
with the Terms of the Tcc^tty and the Kana’s Aetjuifition. It will prove a Keduflion of ouf 
Expcnccs, as the Battalions now propofed arc at prcfenc upon a War Eftablilhment, and the Subfidy 
will, or ought to defray every Expence of the Detachment. By employing Captain Brown’^ 
Battalion on this Service, we render a Corps termed for aftual Service of real Ufe } at prefeni it is 
in Cantonments, as the Purpofe for which it was origii^illy railed has been long lince accom* 
plithed, and the Diftridls to which it principally appertained have been placed under the Con- 
iroul of the Collcftor of Boglepore. Captain Crawford’s Corps, which by the Regulations is to be 
completed to the Strength of ji Battalion, which it may by a Part of the Drafts ordiered now to be 
relieved from Ghode, will be fully fufficient for the Profedion of Kamgur and the Junglctcrry of 
Chucky. 

With refpeft to Major Camac, I fhall briefly obfi^ve, that I have recommended him for the 
Command of the Detachment which is to be employed in Ghode, becaufc he belongs to the Brigade 
which is to furnilh the principal Force of which it is to confift j becaufe 1 know him to be pecu- 
liarly qualified for a Service of this Nature, to which fuch Rct^uifites are effential, and becaufe I be- 
lieve the ocher Members of the Board entertain a Qmilar Opinion of him. 

Agreed to the Propofition recommended by the Governor General ; and that the following Letter 
be written to the Commander in Chief. 

Sir, 

We have received your Letters of the 5th, t ith, and 15th Iftflant, • 

We agree with you in Opinion, that the Detachment now at Ghode uhder the Command of Cap*’ 
tain Popham, is not equal to the Service on which it has been employed, and yet lefs to that in 
jivhich the Raha is deurous of engaging it. From th'efe Reafons, and from a Defire to contrail 
our Expences as much as pofEble, wc have rcfolvcd, 

' Firfl. That Captain Popham’s Detachment be relieved by Four regular Battalions of Sepoys 
with their Guns, &c. viz. Three Battalions from Cawnpore, and the Battalion of Light Infantry at 
Chucky, 

Second. That Captain Popham whpn relieved fhall march to CawnpOre } the Sepoys to be in- 
corporated into fuch of our Battalions as may be in want of Men •, the Cavalry to join their 
Corps i the Artillery to be dlfpofed of as the Commander in Chief ftall judge proper : and the 
pffi^ers belonging to the Array in Guzzerat, to join it by fuch Routes as they mall judge moft 
praiticabie. ' 

Third.' That the Staff Officers of Captain Popham’s Detachment (hall be ordered to do Duty,' 
and to hold their prcfcni Appointments, in the Detachment which lhall relieve them. 

Fdufthtt; That the Battalion of Light Infantry commanded by Captain James Brown, be ordered 
^ much immediately ^ Ghode. ' 

' Fifth. ' Tliat 'Major Cairjac be ordered to proceed immediately to Ghode, or wherefoever the 
Petachment may be which is to relieve Captain Popham, and to take the Command of it. 

Sixth, That the Bullocks attached to the Guns of the Battalion and Stores, arid to the 18 
Pounders ordered to join Captain Popharo’s Detachment, furnilbed by the Contraflor from his 
prefent Efty£>lilhment. ' 

And we defire that you will be pl^afed to give the nccelTary InftrUdions for carrying theft our 
Reftlutinns into impaediate Effefl} b^as a conflderable Time would be loft, were the Orders to 
Major CanriaQand to Captain Browrt^CiJmmanding the Battalion of Light Infantry, to pafs through 
^pu, wc ^Mtpdire^d onr Secietary to communicate them immediately to thofe Officers. 


(C) Extraft 
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Extract ot Minute of the Governor General, entered in Confokatkm of nth June 1780. 

Governor Gendal— The Members of the Board have been furniihed #{th Copies of the Letters 
which have been written by Moodqec Boofla and his Dewan.to Beneram PUrtdit, their Vackecl or 
Minifter at this Government > contjdning, in a very long Detail, the Motives and Views^f the Go* 
vernment of Berar. Theft I think improper to be entered oh oor Records, but I recommend thert 
to the Attention of the Board, in their Confidmtion of the Conduft which we are to obferve to- 
wards that Government. w . » 1 

From the Declarations made in thefc Letters, and from Other Advices, if’appears, that, urged by 
the Demands of the Adminiftratton at Poona, and tho Menaces Of the NSbob Nraarrt.ul MOllpck, 
the Rajah hith levied a confiderable Force, faid to dOnflftof 50,006 Horfe, ofterifiWy deftined to 
co-operate with tKO PcilHVra,' by invading Bengal and the Domij^hii of our Ally tfhe Nkbob of 
Oude. That One Diyifion of 30,000 Horfe, commanded by thimfnajte Bmfla, the Rajah’s feconrf 
Son, has been accordingly dilbatehed to our Ftomler by tlfe Rbad of Cuttack, and has beetfrortio 
Time fince arrived in the Neigjj^urhbod of that City, Svhtere it is propofed that' it fliall cahtOn during 
the Rainy Seafon. . < • , , ■ \ 

The Ri^ah and his feewan bdth profefs the moft ^etdy Aitatthment to the Company, and a Relb- 
lution to preferve the Peace and good, Urrderftanding which have fubRfted between that Government 
and the Engli^, fince the Period in which the latter Brft obtainM a Share in the Political Concerns 
of theffe Provinces. - ^ ■ 

Thefc iWcfTiohs have been repeated in all their Letters, and fanftified by the moft folcmn At- 
t( ftations. However fufmeious roch yolimtary Proteftations may generally appear, there can bef 
no valid for rcfbnng a tjertiih Degree of Credit to thein ort the 'pr^febi OcCafion, as they are 

perfcdUy WiA what we knovV to be thb'Intereft of the Boofla Family, and wkh the Conduit 

which it has inVariaWy obfi*i 4 ed towards die Government of Ben^l, from the Accelfion of Jannoojee 
to the prefent Time. Its natural Enemies are the Chiefs whofe Domtnibhi border immediately upoa 
the Diftrifts of Berar, and lie in many Places intermixed with them ; that Is to fay, the Pefliwa, 
Nizam A|ly Cawg, and Mahadajee Scindia. The Company cannot be regarded in the fame Light, 
becaiife the Line of Country which joins their Ppfleffions to Berar, is fo wild and uncultivated, that 
no Caufe of Comipetitioh can arife refpedting it ; tind the Territories of each in thofc Parts, yield 
little Advantage to the Proprietors. The Claim of the Berar Government to the Chout of thclc 
Provinces is m antiquMCd, that though it might be revived as a Pretext, it could never operate as 
an Induecmenf to mvadethem*, on any other Principles than thofe which are the Grounds of original 
Conquefts ; nor could fuch an Enterprizc be formed without great and certain Hazards, a Length 
of Hoftilitics, and a proportionate Expence, to which the Rcfourccs of Berar arc inadequate, and 
the Expofure of its own internal Pofleflioins to the Ambition and Rapacity of its Neighbours. 

The Habits of a long Intcrcourfc of Fricndlhip, and the Benefits which are mutually and equally 
derived by both Governments, from a Conttntiancc of the fame Degree of Union, may likewife be 
alTumcd as Ai;guments of the favourable Difpofition of that Government towards this, even under 
the prefent Appearances ; yet the contrary, notwithftanding the ftrong Grounds which appear for 
this ConeKifion, may be the Cafe j and even with the beft Intentions, the Steps through which the 
Berar Governmenr, in the Accommodation of an oftenfibler Plan to its own fccrct Wilhes, may be 
infcnfibly led, rriay tofmloate m HoftiHtiWagainft bs. 

From the Whote of this Review, it appciirs to be the proptr Policy offthis Government, to con- 
fidcT and treat that of Berir in thfe ChariadcT wliich it ptorcfTcs, but to^j^rd againft the Poffibility 
of its becoming hoflile to us. . , , . 

This Policy, at the fame Time fortunsttciy coincides With the preferit Views of that Governm^s, 
and may be made to promote th^im. The Raj:^ iind his Mrftiftifr have,' fpOhfthe’BegiWning, .cxprelRd- 
the (Irofi^lb Defire 10 become the Medratbrs^bf’ Fcate tietwdih us antJthO Marlitai j’ aha this Oefire 
is more ilrcppoufly qrged in their laft than in any of their forrucr Letters; wli|ch rqay |x accounttd 
for on good.'GrQundij ifof it is cc^ftaij^ theft JntdrelV i^'be the Inftrumcots of bringing- the War to 
a Termination, by f^Tcaris which in W enhance thciF Confequence, and relieve them froln certain 
Difficulties and ExptnCc. The Rajah in|brms us, th'it he has written to the Pailhwa, and oftered 
his Intercefljon to accommodate Matters -wirh us, ednfiding in the .A'fluranccs bivcit him ^ this 
Government of its Willingnef^ to agree to Pfeapt tfiiWtrgh^'hb McdHUldh, 'knd ^ his Goaranflie’ fop 
tht Maintenance of it ■; and Has ■ proposed RidVhis’uewan fltaH come tb Balalbre or Benares, with 
Credentials and full Powers frpm the Pailhwa, to ncgociate and conclude T Treaty of Peace. Let 
us avail ourfelvt^ of this favoufiblO'thfpoficion ; let his Mediation be accepted, and his Dewan in- 
vited to come for that Purpofc to Calcutta. I am firmly of Opinion, that Peace can only be accqm- 
plilhcd by this, or fome other Mode that lhall put the Negociations for it within the Reach and inv 
mediate Controul of this Government : The Scat of War is not the Soil adapted by Nature for the 
Growth of Peace. Yet while every Means are employed to promote this End, we muft not ll^acken 
in thofc which may give us an Advantage in the War, if our Hopes of a fpeedy Termination of 
it (hould be fruftrated. On the contrary, tliis Scalon, and thefc Hopes, require a redoubled 
lion on our Pan in the Prolecution of the War, a ncccflary Concurrence w.th the Meafurcs which. 
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we may take for the ConcUiCon of it. For this Reafon I recommend, that the Order lately pafied 
for the Rcdudtion of Captain Popham’s Detachment, be fufpended ; that the Sepoys of the Detach- 
ment be immediately formed into Three regular Battalions, and added to the Detachment allotted to 
Major Camac. Let it be given in Inllruftions to Major Camac, if he (hall find it pradicable, to 
march hia Detachment, in Conjunction with the Forces which the R ana by his Treaty will be 
obliged in fuch a Cafe tofurnilh, direCtly to Ugein, the Capital of the Territory dependant on Mad. 
gee Scindia. This cannot fail to divert him from the War in Guzerat, and by bringing it home to 
Kit owo Interefts. which have hitherto been wholly exempt from it, induce him to be an equal Solicitor 
for Peace, to which at this Time be appears to be the only Impediment. In efFeft, all Advices confirm 
the Information contained in the Berar Letters, of the Oppofition of Scindia’s Wilhes to thofe of the 
Minifter in this particular Inftance. The only Obftacle to this Defign, is the Force which the Maratta 
Government a^lually poflHIeain Caipce and Bundclcund. A difcrctionary Power Ihould be given to 
Major Camac, to remove thia by any Means, either by Negociation or Force, which he (hall judge necef- 
fary, and which 0 )all not be likely to detain him from bis main Object. From all the Intelligence which 
haa been lately received from that Quarter, this appears to be no di(ficulc Work, as the Maratta 
Power in that Country is not in itfclf very confiderable, and thofe who poflels it are difafieifted to the 
Government on which they depend. The Purpofe of undertakin^his Expedition, and its Mo- 
tives, may be communicated to Moodajee Booda. He cannot dilapprove it, nor is it likely to 
give fqeh OlFence to the Minifter of Poona, whole Jealoufy of Mhadajce Scindia is well known, 
as to excite in hit Mind any new Objefbon to a Pacification. 

By the propofed Plan of Operations, the Subfidy which we have hitherto received from the Rana 
of Ghode will ceafe i all that we can require of him will be, to join our Forces with the Quota of 
his Troops ftipulated by the Treaty. It wilt therefore become necelTary to provide a Military 
Fund fpr the Payment ot this Detachment : I propofe to the Board, as the Seafon is now approach- 
ing in which our Demand upon Raja Cheyt Sing, for the Payment of his Annual Contribution 
towards the Expcncea of the War, ihould be made, we do immediately inftruft our Refident at Be- 
nares, to apply to him for the Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees •, which Sum I propofe (hall be ap- 
prdpriated tolcly to the Payment of Major Camac’s Detachment. 

If the Board agree to this Plan, it will be necelTary to make fome Alterations in our late Orders, 
and thefe I (hall reduce todiftind Propofttions. 

ift. That the Order for the Return of Captain Popham’s Detachment be countermanded. 

ad. That the Sepoy Drafts of that Detachment be immediately formed into Three regular Bat- 
talions. 

3d. That the Three Senior Captains now with the Detachment be appointed to the Command of 
thefe Battalions, and that the Commander in Chief be requefted to ilTue the neceilary Orders for 
completing them with Subaltern and Native Officers. 

4th. That to complcat thefe Battalions with their Proportion of Ordnance, Two 6 Pounders be 
added to the Guns now with Captain Fopham’s Detachment. 

3th. That thefe Battalions be added to the Detachment already ordered to be put under the Com- 
mand of Major Camac j and the Whole formed into a feparate Corps, during the Continuance of 
the prefent Service. 

6th, That in Addition to the Guns attached by the Regulation to each Battalion of Sepoys upon 
Service, Two 12 Pounders, the Howitzer now with Captain Popham’s Detachment, and Two 
Cohorns, be ordered to join Major Camac’s Detachment. 

yth. That the Board of Ordnance be requefted to ilTue Orders for fupplying Mtyor Camac’s De- 
tachment with the abovcsmentioncd Ordnance, and the Proportion of Ammunition and Stores, 
agreeable (o the £(tabli(hn)^, either from Cawnporc, or either of the Military Stations contiguous 
to it. 

, 8th. That 4 Brigade Mpjor and an Aid de Camp be added to the StalF of Major Camac’s De- 
tachment, in coniequence of the additional Strength of it. ^ 

Qth, That the Secretary b« diredted to draw out InRru&ions for Major Camac, from the preceding 
Mmute. 

I intreat the Board to give me their Support in the Frofecution of this Plan. If they have 
been from its Commencement averfe to the War, let them joiii with me in profccuting it with Vi- 
gour to its fpeedy Termination. If they confider themfelves as free from the Refponfibility of it, 
let them allow roc to acquit myfclf of mine. I wifli I could venture my Life upon the Confcqucniccs, 
I know the Man who is {o cQndudl it, and am certain that if the Defign is pradbcable, he will exe- 
cute it to its fulleft Efledlii nor am i fearful of the Inference which this Declaration may draw upon 
me for the tutufc Evenc of it. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


(D) Minute 
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Minute froih Mr. Whcler arid Mr. Francis, entered in Corifultation of irjtli June 1780; 


Convinced, as wc are, of the indifpcnfable Neceflitjr of bringing the prefent War, if poflible, to i. 
fpeedy Conclufion, wc (hall heartily join in^he Support- of .«VcTy Mcafurc which appears to have Peace 
for its Objcift, and which carries with it #|^reaforiablc Profpc(it of Succefs. On this Principle wc 
ai^rec with the Governor General, that it may be advifablc to avail ourfelvcs of the favourable Dil- 
pofition of the Berar Government, and to invite the Rajah’a Dewan to fcomc for that Purpofe to Cal- 
cutta, The Motives afligned for his late Conduft, and for the March of a Body of his 1 roops to 
Ciutac, are plaufible at Jeaft, and appear to be confirmed by the Delays with which it has been 
attended, and by their prefent Inaftivity. I'hc Defire he profelTes of becoming the Mediator of Peace 
between us and the Marattas, feems likely to be fincerc t bCcauJc we beheve it to be founded in the 
Conlidcration of his owfl intereft, and' becaufe .it is conformable to the Language , which he has 
uniformly held to us. Wc do n<« mean to fay thatiLvidcnce of this Nature, is to be implicitly de- 
pended on i but it is now fo cffentially our Intereft to freure the Friendlhip of Moodajec Boofla, or 
at lead to prevent his aiding againft us, that we (hould think it imprudent to dil'cofcr any Doubt .of 
Ins Sincerity. It cannot be very difficult to maintain the Appciiranccsof the moft perfed Confidence 
in his good Faith,, without fufFering it to miflead us, or ncgleding any of thefe Precautions which 
our Situation didates, and which are never more necclTary perhaps than in the Midft of Security* 
Wc therefore agree with the Governor General in this Part of his Minute, But we fiml, with ex- 
treme Concern, that it is impoffible for us to give our Aflent to the fubfequent Propofition. The 
Reafons for which wc objed to it lhall be ftated briefly, without reviving tormer Arguments, or..re-» 
fleeting on any thing that is paft. Taking our Situation as it ftandsj we declare it to be our molbdelU 
beracc°Opinion, that a Peace is indifpcnfably necclTary to Cave the India Company, and every Intereft 
conneded with theirs, from the grcatell Diftrefs, if not from certain Ruin j and that at Whatever 
Diltance this Objed may be, it is not pradicable for iis to continue the War on any Terms, without 
a very confidcrable Redudion in the Fxpente of conduding ir. In the former of thefe Opinions we 
have never varied •, in the latter we arc lure of tlic Governor General’s Concurrence. On this general 
Ground wc objed to the propoled Meafure, 1 . • r > 

I ft, Becaulc it reverfes a Refolution very lately paft, with, the unanimous Approbation of the 
Board, for recalling and reducing Captain Popham’s Detachment, the extra Expence of which, be- 
yond our regular Eftabliftiment, amounting to C'Rh 91,3^2 a Month, would be faved, and their 

Place fupplied by Four regular Battalions. r .-l j 

2d. Bccaufc, by the propofed Plan of Operations, the Sivbfidy to be paid by the Rana of Ghodc^ 
and of which we bclievp n'p part,ha$ hitherto been received* is to-, Ceafe, and Our Rciburces fo far 


forth diminiftied. ■ ■ , • j • 1 

3d. Becaufe, at a, Time when it is admitted that the War cannot be continued without a very 
conlidcrablc Redudion of Expence, we cannot, confiftcntly with that Principle, engage in a Mcalurc 
which fuppolcs the contrary to be true, and which in our Judgment leads to an Addiwn or Ex- 
pence which wc cannot limit when once it is begun, and which we are, very lure this Government 
is not in a Condition to fupppr.c Wc have feen into what enormous Charges we have been drawn 
by the Detachment under General Gpddard, the Strength ot which dotis not exceed th« propo e 
to be placed under Major Camac. We have Icen the Expence of Detachment ot only Two thou- 
land Drafts, under Captain Popham, ('welled to more than Nincty-one thouland Rupees a Month; 
and we firmly believe it to be an Evil infeparable from diftant Military Operations in this Country, 
that the Charge of them can neither be limited npr conirouled, We.do noi nscan to difputc the rro- 
pfiety of the Governor’s perfonal, Confidence in Major, Camac j but, in our Minds, luch^mplicit 
Confidence cannot exiil without Experience, much lefs in Oppofition to that with which the Condu t 
of fimilar Expeditions has already furnilhed us. In this Obfervation wc allude only to the Expence 

4th! Bccaiifc the propofed Anticipation of the Demand of Five Lacks from the 
and the foie Appropriation of it to this Service, is of the 

lincc the above Five Lacks make Part of our general Eftimate of Rclources for the 
current Year ; and if applied to any Service nbt provided for in the fame Eftimate, will leave a De- 

ticiciicy which muft be made good out of fome other bund. rvj. tn tfi<» 

5th.^ Becaufe it appears to u*, tlias tbe Swte of our 1 rfafury is not in any eqi a to the 

t-xiliing and increafing Demands which picfs upon this onHVlveij 

Monday laft, includihg the Depcfit in the New Fort (without Vchich wc ffiould confider our(clvcS ^ 
Totally unprovided for Meafures of immediate Defence, if (ocH (hould become ncceffary) amounted 
to no^more than CuiY Rcip* 42,09,43?. Dedoa: tire Depoflt rn' the New Fort, and let the Account 
be ifaxed as k will then (land, and asf it Oidght to (land ! 





Sel.Com. Rcp. V. 
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D*. 

Depo&u of private Property — 

Amount of Orders unjnid — 

Bills drawn by General Goddard, 
unpaid — — 


V R*. 
*4.87,958 

*0,86,949 

*.73.999 


C'. 

Remainder, after deducing the Sum 
in the New Fort — •— 

Balance, or aduai Debt againft the 
Trcalury — — ““ 


. 6.>3,45j 
3 *» 35>453 


37.48.906 

6,13.453 


Balance 31,35.453 



This View of our Situation undoubtedly leads to other im^tant Conclofions. That to which 
we mean to confine it at prefent, is, that we arc in no Condition to underlie new Expences } nor, 
if our Treafury were better fupplied than it is, ibould _we think it prudent ro expofe ourfelves to the 
Demands of another Expedition, in the Plan of which we fee no eflcntial Dificrence from that which 

ftiik exifts under General Goddard. , , . 

6th. Becaufe, admitting that all the preceding Objeftions on the Head of Expence could be 
anfwered or removed, we are not fatisfied that the Plan itfelf would either end where it profelfe to 
be dircdlcd, or that this is the Seafon in which it ought to be attempted on its own avowed Princi- 
ples. The declared Purpofc of the Expedition is, to invade Madyec Scindia’s Country, and to 
attack his Capital, Ugein, in order to divert him from the War in Gueerat, to the Ikfence of his 
own Territories. We underftand and admit the Force ci this Argument, though in bUr Judgment 
overbakuiccd bW' other Confiderations ) indef)endant of which, we Ihould only objcft to^theTime 
cholea for the ^pixlition, and to the unneceflary Charge of keeping up Captain Popham’s Detach- 
ment. If it be meant to withdraw Madajee Scindiafrom the War m Guzerat, and to diftradk his' 
Fbrce and Attention from that Country to his,own, it Teems to us that the Attempt (hould be made 
as foon as poffible after Oftober, when General Goddard might be at Liberty to co-operate with it, 
and to favour Us Succefs by a fimilar Diverfwn on his Side j— not in the Midft of the Rains, when 
General Goddard’s Army is in Cantonments, and unable to take the Field. I'hc manifeft Advantage 
of having the Two Armies aaing in concert, and dividing the Attention of the Enemy between 
shem, would be loft, if they were not both in the Field at the feme Time. But this, and every other 
Ot^aionto the Meafure, is in fadl removed by the Inftruftions which immediately follow it, and 
whlt^h in our Opinion arc wholly inconfiftent with the firft propolcd Oi^ea. Major Camac is to be 
UJtrofted with a diferetionary Power to remove the Force which the Maraita Government polTcfles in 
CaJpee or Bundlecuad (and which is faid to be the only Obftafcle to^ the fiiain Defrgn) by any Means, 
either by Negociation or Force. If it be true, as we are fure it is, “ that the Maracta Power in that 
Country is not very confiderable, and that they who poftefs it are difaffcaed to the Government on 
** which they depend,” fuch a Power can form no Obftacle to the Execution of the main Defign ; nor 
can^we ever admit of the Validity of fuch a Pretence for invading Bundlccund, which we conclude 
would be the firft, if not the only Eflfca of the Expediibn. At all Events, the Latitude given to 
Major Camac leaves him at Liberty to purfue whatever Plan he thinks proper. But if, inftcad 
of proceeding towwds Madi^Scindia, the March of this Detachment fliould dnee be dircaed, by 
the oppofite Route, 10 the Capitaibof Bundlecund, he will naturally conclude that the PoflelRon of 

of courfe he will have no Apprehenfion for the Safety or 

that the Relblution of the Board, of the a9th of Miy, 
Popham’s Detaehmenr, &c. Ihould not be fufpended. 

(Signed) P. F. 

^ E. W. 


(E) 

Minute of the Governor General, entered in Confukation 19th of June 1780. 

Governor GeneraI-.-The Majority of the Board having reUaed all the Propofitions which were 
contained in my Minute of the lath Inftant, excepting the 6ih and 7th, which do not appear to have 
been included in their Exception to, the general Prop^itions, I now beg Leave to repeat them ; anct 
as it appears from the accompanyiog Letter from Captain BrowHg that he has left his Field Pieces 
and Tumbrils behind him, 1 Ihall propoTe, ^ 

ift. That Captain Brown’s Battalion, on its Arrival at Cawnporc, be compicated with its Pro- 
portion of Field Pieces, Ammunition, and Stores, from the Ordnance at that Station. 

, ad. That, 


tJbis Country is our true and only dbjedl } 
his owo. 

For thefe Reafons we are of C^nion, 
for the Recall and ReduAion of Captain 
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2(l> That, in Addition to the Guns attached to the Battalions of Major Camac's Detachment by 
the Regulations, Two iz Pounders, the Howitzer with Captain Popliam's Detachment, 'and Two 
Cohorns, be ordered to join it. 

id. That the Board of Ordnance be requefted to itTue Orders for fuppljring Major Camac’s De< 
tachment with the above-mentioned -Ordnance, and theic Proportion or European Artillery, Laf- 
cars, Ammunition, and Stores^' agreeable to the Bllabliflimcnt, either from Cawnpore or the Milt- 
tary’stations contiguous to it. -■f** 

Agreed. 


( F ) 


Secret Dep*. 


InftruA’ions propofed by the Governor General, 19th June 1780. 

^ ‘ : ‘ 

, To Major Camac. 

Sir, 

Having appointed you to the Command of a Detachment ordered to be formed of Four Batta^ 
lions of Sepoytf Three of which are to be furniflied from the Army Rationed at Cawnpoor, and 
the Fourth, the Battalion of Light Infantry commanded by Captain James Brown, we direft you 
to proceed to Cawnpoor, or to the Station of that Detachment wherever it may be, and to conduft 
it without Loft of Time Into the Dominions of the Ranna of Ghohid, there to relieve the Corps 
now under the Command of Captain Pophsm in that Quarter. 

The Ranna of Ghohid having, in virtue of a Treatylately concluded between him and this Go^ 
vernment, required the Aid of a Military Force 00 the Part of this Governnaent, for the Defend 
of his Country againft the Maritas, who had invaded it. Captain Popham was appointed to this 
Service •, and to this you now fuccecd. We therefore direft, that you comply with fuch Requifo 
tions as (hall be made ^to you by the Ranna for this, and for fuch other Conditions as he is entitled 
to demand by the Treaty, and (hall be prafticable with the Force under your Comnnand. 

Whenever the Ranna (hall have no further Service for the Detachment, and (hall difmifs it in the 
Manner preferibed by the Treaty, and no Occafion (hall prefent itfclf for the Employment of thfc 
Detachment in promoting the general Succefs'of the War in which we are engaged with the Maratta 
State, you are ^rthwitH to return with it into the Dominions of the Nabob Owd, and there 
wait for further Orders ; and if, before your March into Ghohid, you (hall receive an Intimation 
from him in Writing, that he (hall not require the Afliftance of your Detachment, you will in lilu 
Manner fufpend your March, aqd wait for further Orders. 

But as the firft DeGgn of this Government in the Alliance lately formed with the Ranna' of' 
Ghohid, was to dilhrefs the Maratta State, by a Diminution of their Power, Revenue, and In- 
fluence, and, by uniting with other Powers in Enmity with them, to divert and weaken their Ope- 
rations j and as the Maratta Dominions which lie contiguous to Ghohid, appertain to'Mahajee 
Sindea and Tuccooje Hbolkar, the Two principal. Rulers of that State, and the Leaders of the 


vice i or in cafe of his Inability, whether from the Seafon of Ihe Year, or from whatever other 
Caufe, to ful(il this Condition in its compleat Extent, to require and accept from him fuch other 
Ajd. in furni(hing Provifions, and in forming Magazines of Grain, and other Means of Subfiftence 
anirCommunication, as you (hall judge equivalent tb ir, r ,^1. 

For your Guidance in maintaining the Relation of your Command to the Ranna of Ghonid, we 
herewith deliver to you a Copy of the Treaty executed with him and we require and enjoin you to 
conform to it with the moft fcrupfilous and literal Exaftnefs. 

If .any Cafe (hall'occur, for which we have not provided by thefe Inftruftions, and which (hall 
not be contrary to them, we empower you to aft therein according to your own Judgment > in all 
others, thefe Inftruftions arc pofitive, and muft be implicitly obeyed. 

The CommilTary General having drawn out an Eftablilhmcnt for your Detachmenr, wRich meets 
with our Approbation, we tranfmit it to you, dellring at the fame I ime that you do not on any Ac- 
count I'ulFcr the fmalleft Alteration or Deviation to be made in it. 

■ Weare, &c. 

Fort William, 

• J9th June 1780,. 


(G) 
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Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr. Whclcr, entered in Cbnfultation of 19th June 

The Firfl:, Second, and Third Paragraphs of the propofed Inftruflions to Major Camac, being 
conformable to the Treaty concluded with the Rana of Ghode, we acquirfee therein. BUt we think 
it fliould be added, that, before our Troops depart from the Rana’s Country, the full Amount of 
the Subfidy due for their Pay, (hould be demanded and received. But we cannot conTent to veft 
Major Camac with the Powers mentioned in the 4th Paragraph; viz. “ To carry the War imme- 
“ diaiely into the Dominions of Tuccajec aqd Scindia, if he (hall judge it pradticable and expe- 
“ dient ; and to accept of fuch other Aid from the Rana of Ghode, as he fhall judge equivalent to 

the Body of Ten thoufand Horfe, which the Rana is obliged by Treaty to furftifli.” The Lati* 
tude given in the Firft Article, leaves it in Effeft to Major Camac to carry the Company’s Arms 
wherever he thinks proper. The Second impowers him to annul the moft important and apparently 
the moft ufcful Article of the Treaty. In both Inftances the Government rclinquilhcs its Controul 
over a Meafure, which may lead us mqch farther than wc are aware of, and be attended with the 
moft lerious Confequenccs. We have already obferved, that an Attempt to invade Scindia’s Coun- 
try, if advifablc, Ihould be made at a Time when General Goddard can co-operate with it, and 
fupport it. This cannot be done till towards the Conclufion of the Rains ; confcqucntly there is 
Time fufficlcnt to concert a Plan of Operations with the Rana of Ghode, and to afeertain what 
Aftiftance may be depended on from him. The Board will then have proper Materials before ihem- 
fclves, to judge how far it may be fafe or expedient to embark in the Meafure, luppofing that a 
Peace, which is our firft Objedt, fhould not be efiedled in the Interim. For thefe Rcafons wc can- 
not aflent to the Propofuions contained in the 4th Paragraph. 

Wc acquicfcc in the 5th. 

The Powers mentioned in the 6th, feem to fall under the fame Obfervations which have occurred 
to us on thofc contained in the 4th. . ^ 

(Signed) P. F. 

E. W, 


( H ) 


Sec* Depart*. 

Inftrudlions rcfolvcd on by the Majority of the Board 19th June 1780. 

To Major Camac. 

Sir, 

Our Secretary has already notified to you, your Appointment to the Command of a Detachment 
ordered on Service with the Rana of Ghode. This Detachment is to be formed of Three Battalions 
of Sepoys from the 2d Brigade, ftationed at Cawnporc, the Battalion of light Infantry commanded 
by Captain Brown, and a Party of Artillery, to conlift of Half a Company of Europeans and Half 
a Battalion of Lafears. ^ 

In Addition to the Guns attached to the above Battalions by the Regulations of the Army, we have 
ordered that your Detachment fhould be fupplied with Two iz Pounders, a Howitzer, TwoCohorns, 
and a proper Quantity of Ammunition and Stores. 

Wc direil that you immediately proceed to Cawnporc, or to the Station of your Detachment where- 
ever it may be, and forthwith conduct it into the Dominions of the Rana of Ghode, there to relieve 
the Corps now under the Command of Captain Popham in that Quarter. 

The Rana of Ghohud having, in virtue of a Treaty lately concluded between him and this Go- 
vernment, required the Aid of a Military Force on our Part for the Defence of his Country againft 
the Marattas, who had invaded it, Captain Popham was appointed to this Service ; and to this you 
now fuccced. Wc therefore dired, that you comply with fuch Requifitions as fhall be made to you 
by the Rana for this, and for fuch other Conditions as be is entitled to demand by the Treaty, and 
you (hall deem practicable with the Force under your Command. 

Whenever the Rana fhall notify to you that he has no further Service for the Detachment under 
your Command, and lhall difmifs it in the Manner preferibed by Treaty, and noOccafion fhall prclcnt 
itfclf for the Employment of it, in promoting the general Succefs of the War in which wc arc engaged 
with the Maratta State, you arc to fignify to him in Writing, your Intention to depart from his 
Country, detnanding the full Amount of tho Subjidy that may be due ; which having received^ you will 
immediately return with your Detachment into the Territories of the Nabob of Oude, and there wait 
for further Orders ; but in cafe of a Refufal on his Part to difeharge the Subfidy agreeable to the Terms 
of the Treaty^ we defire that you will immediately fignify the fame to us, and not depart until yeu receivt 
our Anfwer. 


9 
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If ^before your march into Ghohud you fhall receive any Information from the Rana, that he fhall 
not r^uire the Afliftance of your Dctaclimcnt, you will in like Manner fufpend your Match, and wait 

our further InftruaionS. 

For your Guidance in maintaining the Relation of your Command to the Rarta of GHode, we here- 
with deliver to you a Copy of the Treaty executed with him, and we require and enjoin you to con- 
form to it with the mod Icrupulous and literal Exadlncfs. 

The Comnuflary General having drawn out an Eftablilhment for your Dctachmenr, which meets 
with our Approbation, we tranfmit it to you, defiring at the lame Time that you do not on any Ac- 
count fuffer the fmalleft Alteration or Deviation to be made in it. 


r I ) 

Copy of a Minute delivered in by the Governor General, and recorded in Confiiltatlon 26th of 

Junt 1780. 

Governor General — Two Minutes have'been lately delivered by Meffrs, Francis and Wheler, bcar- 
in® their joint Signatures, in anfwer to Fropofitions made by me to the Board. 

It *is not my Intention to follow thefe Minutes through every Allcrtion of Fads, and every De- 
dudion ot Argument. 1 ftall only reply to fuch Points as have a Relation to my prefent Purpofe, 
which is, ftrll to in lift on the Neceffity of carrying on the War into the Diltrids appertaining to Mah- 
dagee Sindia j and to this 1 entreat the Board to give me their Attention. 

Except the Article of Expciice, I can fcarcely colled the Objedions which are made to it. 

It never was my Intention to employ Major Caniac in an Invafton of Boondclcund, nor fuffer, if it 
were attempted on the Grounds of his Inftrudions, fuch a Waftc of the Time required for the full: 
and effential Objed ot his Operations. 

The Ends propofed by this Expedition are Two immediate ; Firft, to divide the Maratta Strength, 
and diveit it from General Goddard; Second, to make the principal Agent of the War the principal 
Sufferer by it j and One ultimately, Peace. To, this it is objeded, that “ the manifeft Advantage of 
« having Two Armies acting in concert, and dividing the Attention of the Enemy between them, 
“ would be loft, if they were not both m the Field at the fame Time.” This is by no Means a fair 
Conclufion ; becaufc it foppolcs the Enemy to keep the Field, and our principal Army to be inadive. 
The Reverfe is the moft probable, and my Purpofe will be equally anfwcred, whether both remain in 
Qviartcrs, and Major Camac be fuffered to profccute the Plan affigned him without Oppofuion ; or 
whether the whole Force of the Enemy be direded agaiiift him, and General Goddard lelc ai Eiberty 
to ad in the Profeention of his. The Rainy Sealon is no Impediment to our Troops, but a great 
one to the Maratta, which conlift only of Cavalry and if the Meafure which I have propolcd be 
even now agreed to, 1 fhould hope to bound it with that Sealon, or to cQctt every materijl 1 itrpole 

of it within the Rains. .-,,11 . l • i , 

The Defign of the propofed Inftrudions to Major Camac has been milunderllood, and the intended 

Senfc of it inverted. It is not meant “ to give Major Camac a Latitude to carry the Company s 
“ Arms •wherever he thinks proper \ ' but to order him to carry the Company s Aims to a preferibed 

Scene of Ad ion unlefs be thinks it improper. _ . , , 

The Objedion made to the Expcncc is a material one; but a vigorous Exertion cannot be made 
without Expence ; nor can the War be either concluded honourably, or profecuted luccclsfully, with- 
out fuch an Exertion. Feeble Meafurcs, and Advances for Peace, will but add to the Strength and 
Prefumption of our Adverfaries, difeourage our Friends, and perhaps induce them to become i antes 
ac-ainft us. The Refoiirces of this Governmenr, exhaiiftcd as they are, and withheld from it by its 
internal Imbeciility, are yet equal to every probable Contingency of the prclent War, if it is con- 
ducted on a confillent Plan, and that not varied by dcluitory Votes of Council on every Meafure re* 

quired for its Profecution. , , , , • 1 

1 muft here take Notice, that the Expence of Captain Popham s Detachment has been greatly 
over-rated. It is aflerted, that the Expcnce of a Detachment of only 2,000 Drafts, under Captain 
Popham, has been fwellcd to more than 91,000 Rupees per Month ; and in another Place this Sum 

is dated as a fixed Amount. . 1 

The Truth is, that the Expence of this Detachment has exceeded its due Bounds-, yet 
not in the Degree imputed to it, which would be indeed enormous : I he Detachment, bc- 
fidcs the Two rhoufand Drafts (they are in Faft 2,400) confifls of Artillery and Cavalry. 
The Monthly Expcncc of the Whole was on a Medium about 82,000 Rupees; of this .Sum the 
Cavalry alone produce — 12,811 and the 

Artillery — - 8,200 

making both together 21,111 ; and this Sum dedufted from the 
Total, leaves 61,000 Rupees for the Drafts, including the Staff and Contingencies of Four Battalions 
into which they were formed, though the Number was equal only to 1 hree. , , 

The Part which this Government has hitherto borne in the War is mine, and has been made cx- 
clufivelv mine ; the other Members having repeatedly difclaimcd their Share in the Rcfponlibiliiy 
- S«i.Co». Ref.v. jE 
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ftttenciing it. It is hard, that while they load me with the Weight of fuch a Charge* the||giou]({ 
bind my Hands, and deny me the Means of fupporting it. . . . ^ 

If Mr. Francis (I am compelled to fpeak thus plainly) thinks that he can better and morceffcau. 
ally condudt the War to the Termination, which we both profefs to aim at, and that he can in Ho. 
nour deprive me of the Right which I claim, to diftate the Meatis of accomplilhin^- it, let him 
avowedly take the 1 .fad j but if I am to be charged with the Confctjucnces of it, or if the Right 
which I claim be jullly mine, let him allow me to poffefs and exercife it. It is impoflible to combine 
the Principles of Enterprize and Inaftion in the fame general Meafure, and as impoflible for his 
Sentiments and mine to be brought into Agreement on the Subjeft of the Maratta War. I have 
in vain laboured to accommodate them, by a fludied Attention to his Opinions, in every Meafure 
which I have ventured to propofe in the Courfc of the laft Fifteen Months, and have reftrained my. 
felf from urging others, which, however proper and neeelTary for the Occafion, exclufively confidcred, 
were inconfillcnt with the a(ffual State and Temper of this Government. 

I now revert to my Propofition, and requeft the Hoard to reconfider their Obje£lions to the In- 
ftrudions which 1 have propofed to be given to Major Camac : I have not the Prefumption toexpeft 
that they will be influenced by any Reafonings which 1 have ufed, having had too much Experience 
of the InfufHcicncy of official Argument to overcome a decided, and much lefs a confederate Op. 
pofition : But, as the Expcnce which will attend the Meafure which I have recommended, is the 
only formal Objeftion made to it, I hope I may be allowed to remove it, by offering to exonerate 
the Company from it, and to take it upon myfelf. That this Propofition may not be mifunderftood, 
and that 1 may not bind myfelf by Engagements which may exceed my Power to fulfil them, I will 

explain myfelf i ^ , 

The regular Pay and Batta of the Troops which are to form Major Camac s Detachment, confti- 
tute no Part of the Expcnce of it, fince thefe would be the fame in their Amount, although the 
Battalions remained in their original Quarters •, neither ought the Sofpcnfion of the Subfidy to be 
charged to the Expedition, fince it is probable, and I regard it as certain, that the Rana having 
no further Call for our Aid within his Country for the foie Defence of it, will be glad to be relieved 
from the Expcnce attending it, and bccaufe it is propofed in the laft of the Minutes of Meffrs. Francis 
and Whcler to withdraw it : The Contingencies of the Detachment are therefore the only Expence 
that can be reafonably charged to the Expedition. Thefe I rate far' below Two Lacks of Rupees; 
that Sum I offer to contribute to this Difburfemtnt : I have already dcpofitcd it, within a fmall 
Amount, in the Hands of the Sub-treafurer, and Tbcg that the Board will permit it to be accepted 

tor that Service. . 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


(K) 

Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr. Whcler, entered in Confultation 27th June 1780. 

After an attentive Confideration of the Governor General's Minute, delivered in to the Board Yefter- 
day, we adhere to the Reafons which have induced us to withhold our Confent to the propofed Ex- 
pedition into Malva. To this, for the prefent, we (hall only add the following Ihort Remarks, in 
Reply to fome Affertions in the Governor General’s Minute, which appear to us to be gratuitous. 

1. The atftual Expence of Captain Popham’s Detachment for the Months of November, De- 

cember, and January laft, is ftated by the Commiflary General at Cur. R* 2,75,996 (vide his Let- 
ter recorded on the ift of May ;) and we have no Rcafon to think that the Expcnce has decreafed 
fince the Detachment has been on Service. r » 

2. We know not to what Paffage in either of our . Minutes the Governor General alludes, 
when he fays, “ That it is propofed in the laft of the Minutes of MeflTrs, Francis and Whcler to 
“ withdraw the Aid granted to the Rana of Gohid.” Notwithftanding our original Difapprobation of 
the Treaty, and though none of the good Effedls which wcrepromifcd from it, appear . to us to have 
been accomplilhed, we have not propoled to depart from the Conditions by which this Government 
has been bound to the Rana : All we infift on is, that the Subfidy (hould be paid. The Governor 
General has not informed us, whether any Part of it has been difeharged. 

3. It is faid that the Rainy Seafon is no Impediment to our Troops, though a great one to the 
Marattas. The fame Opinion was infifted on at the Time when Colonel Leflic marched, and when 
the Governor’s Confidence in him was not inferior to that which he now repofes in Major Camac, and 
which we do not mean to fay is ill-founded : But Colonel Leflie’s Letters contain repeated Declara- 
tions of the ImpoffibiVity of marching amidft the Torrents of Rain with which the Country was de- 
luged : On this Point our Convifikion remains unaltered. They who have not feen the Rains of 
India, can have no Idea of their Violence, nor how entirely the whole Surface of the Country is 
changed by them. In a few Days we mean to record our Sentiments more at large on the Remainder of 
the Governor’s Minute, and on the general Situation of this Government. We could have wilhed, 
indeed, that the Governor’s Plan had been more complcatly before us than it Is, that we might have 
been able tq compare the Whole of the Obje 61 with the Whole of the Means. Peace, he declare^ 
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Hthis uhioMte Objca ; but he has not given us even a general Idea of the Terms on which he .1 1 

ihakc It : He has not intimated to us what would be the final Extent of hi« Demand u 
raitas, or what ConccQlons he would make to them. Befo e thU Point i fixed we h ' ' ' 

Balls either for A^ion or Deliberation : The F.rft may be indeVniie'^rd' ^’Jd a 1 
has been } the Second muft be guided from Day to Day by Events. In this Uncertaintv 
prefume to decide, whether his Objed be or be not attainable ; but we promife to enter imo the Con' 

fiderationof it with the utmoft Candour, and with all the Attention Jihich fuch a Subjeft 
when u u laid before us. -* '■•'‘crvcs. 


P. Francis, 
Edw* Wheler. 


(L) 


Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, entered in Confultation of 29th June 1780. 

In our Minute of the 27th we meant only to give an immediate Anfwer to the Propofitions before 
us: We IhaU now enter more p.irticularly into the Reafonings and Aflertions with which it was in 
troduced. The Terrns and Tendency of the Governor General’s Minute make this Talk however 
painful It may be, eflcntially neceflary for the Information of thofc who are to judc»e of our Conduft 
and of courfe to our own Reputation and Safetyi ^ * 

The Governor General fays, that “ except the Article of Expence, he can fcarccly colleft the 
“ Objedlions made to the Meafure j” and again, that “ the Expence is the only formal Obiedtion 
“ made to it:” Yet fome Pains are taken to anfwer another, which attacks the Meafure on its own 
Principles, and which undoubtedly muft have been felt by the Governor General, or he would not 
have attempted to remove it, by fuppofing a Fadt fo material to the Queftion, as that our principal 
Army is not m Cantonments and inadtive, and that it muft not continue fo till the End of the Rains. 
The Troth is, that General Goddard’s Army, or the major Part of it, is adlually in Cantonments at 
Surat, and we hear that he himfeJf is at Bom%. Laft Year he did riot take the Field until De- 
cember : Perhaps he might now move a Month fooncr 5 but we are fatisfied, as well by his owii 
Letters as by every Information we have been able to obtain, that it is impofiible for him to adt 
before November. That the Rains would be no Impediment to our Infantry, incumbered with 
Baggage, Tents, Stores, Ammunition, and a Train of Artillery, but that it' would be a great one 
to a Body of Maratta Cavalry, feems to us a moft extraordinary Propofition : Hitherto it Ls been 
contradidlcd by Experience, and we find no Arguments advanced to fupport it. If one of the Objedll 
of the Expedition be to divide the Maratta Strength, and to divert it from General Goddard's Army^ 
it is eflential to that Objedf, that General Goddard’s Army Ihould be at the fame Time in the Ficld| 
otherwife the Maratta Force is not divided, nor can there be a Diverfion on one Side, unlcfs fome 
Operations exift on the other, in Favour of which the Diverfion is to be made. But wc fay that 
General Goddard’s Army is in Cantonments, and muft remain inadlivc till Novembers confcquently 
the undivided Force and Strength of the Marattas, if they think if neceflary, may be turned entirely 
to Major Camac. 

The Second ObjeA is faid to be, to make Madajee Scindia, “ the principal Agent of the War, the 
“ principal Sufferer by if" Hitherto wc have been told, that Nana Furnefe was the Chief molt at^ 
tached to the French Intercft, and moft hoftilc to ours, and that Scindia was dilpoled to cultivate our 
Friendlhip ; and it muft be confefled he gave us a Proof of it, which ought not to be forgotten, 
when he fulFcred the Bombay Army to retire from Wargaum. Admitting ncverthclefs that we^ought 
now to confider Scindia as our principal Opponent, it does not follow that this Expedition, in the 
"Way it is planned, will be the Caule of much Diftrefs to him, if any : In our Opinion, we arc 
much more likely to fuffer by it than he is. If every material Purpefe of it is to be tfftSltd within the 
Rains, what can they be, but to make a hafty Incurlion into his Country, to plunder it, and to leave 
it ? If General Goddard were in Motion at the fame Timt, we fee a Poflibility, in Speculation at 
Icaft, that Scindia might be diftradled between them, and prevented from turning his whole Force, 
or the principal Part of it, to the Defence of his Dominions : As this is not the Cafe, Major Camat 
muft aft without the Support of a Diverfion on the other Side, againft whatever Force Scindia may 
think fit to bring againlt him. 1 hey who arc unacquainted with the Geography of India, can 
know nothing even of the Diftance from our Frontier to Eugene, the Capital of Malva, much lefs 
of the Difficulties that are likely to attend fuch a March the Diftance, however, is evidently lo 
great, that in cafe of a Check, we fee no Likelihood of fccuring a Retreat : But if, whether with or 
without an immediate Rcpulfe, the Retreat of the Detachment fliould be cut off, wc know what the 
Conlequences muft bcj another Body of Troops will be called for, and the Neceffity of lending 
them inftfted on to fupport the Firft Meafure, or to difeftgage us from the EfFefts of ir. No Man 
can fay to what Diftrefs and Difficulties a Scries of fuch Steps may fin.illy lead us : It may happen, 
that while wc are dripping Bengal of the Force which ought to be relervcd for its Defence, while 
we are fending our bett Troops and our beft Officers on thefc diftant Expeditions, thefe Provinces 

may 
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ihay be invaded from different Quarters, and our Eftablifhment hazarded. Where it ought to* be fftf 
principal Care to render it fecurc. In our Opinion, nothing effential to the Intereffs (rf the Compih# 
and of the Nation in India can be loft as long as Bengal is fafe ; but if Country iTiOuIcf .bn^ W 
in Danger, or if by the Lois or Wafte of its Refoorecs it (huuld no longer be able to fupport itfelf^ 
and to return a regular Tribute to Great Britain, no Conquefls or Acquifitions in any otner Part of 
India will ever compenfate in the fmalleft Degree for the Diftrefs to which Bengal tniy be reduced 
and for the Confcqucnccs that mutt attend it at Home. The Suppofition of fuch a Cafe will not 
appear wild or unwarrantable to thole who have a pcrfcift V'iew of our Situation: We ate much 
afraid that it is little known, and lefs underftood, in England. 

The War with the Marattas, at more than Two Years after its Commencement, and after every 
Rupee we had referved in our Treafury, or have fince b|p) able to collcift, has been fpent in the 
Support of it, is at this Day as far from a Conclufion as ever: New Expeditions are propoled, to 
anfwcr the fame Kffedh which were promirccl from former Meafures of the fame Nature, and, as ic 
appears to us, with no better Profpcdl of Succefs j of fuch Succefs at leaft as would be likely to 
make any I'urther Efforts unncccflary. 

The Governor General talks of Friends who may he di/couraged, and who perhaps may he induced to 
become Parties agaittft us: We wife that the Names of thefc Friepds had been mentioned. We do 
not know that this Government has a finglc Friend or Ally in India, in the true Senfc of Friendihip 
and Alliance •, which fuppofes the Power of giving Afllftance, and a Difpofition to give it. ^ 

The Condition to which wc have reduced the Vizier’s Country makes that Connexion rather a 
Burthen than Advantage to this State. Wc have now to defend the extended Frontier of a ruined 
Country, which at prelcnt barely pays the Troops, that defend it, and which, according to all Ap, 
pcarance, will not do even that much longer. As for the Vizier himfclf, he is a Cypher, and has 
no Choice. 

The Rana of Gohid is too inconfiderable to be mentioned j and if he were more powerful than 
he is, it is plain enough, that cither his original Purpofc is anfwered, or that he bas other Rcafons 
for being weary of the Prefence of our Army. Though the Board have not heard from Captaia 
Popham, we conjefture, from what the Governor General has let fall, that the Rana intends to 
difmifs Captain Popham, and that he will not require Major Camac to come into his Country. 

On the other Hand, we fee the principal Powers of India either armed or ready to arm agaihft us. 
The Marattas have united, as we forefaw they would do, in the common Defence of their Country: 
Hydcr Ally, their natural Enemy, has concluded an Alliance with them, the Effedls of which, though 
hitherto fulpended, arc not averted. We know, by many Proofs, what his Difpofuion is towards 
us > and we ought to conclude, fince it is a Cafe againft which wc ought to be provided, that he 
means to aft againft us at the firft favourable Moment j that is, when our Arms may have fuffered 
another Check, or when our Strength and Rcfources may be exhaufted by a Continuance of the 
prefent War. 

It is true, our Endeavours have hitherto focccedcd in preventing the Nizam from takidg an open 
Part with our Enemies: It depends on the Gentlemen at Madras, whether the Conceffion wc have 
tnought proper to make him lhall take Effeft or not. If it iliould, we have ftill no pofitive Security 
that he will be contented with it, or that his other Claims upon the Company will not furnilh him 
with a Pretence for joining our Enemies, whenever he fees an Opportunity of doing it to Advantage. 
This Difpofition towards us, and’the Confidence he repofes in his own Strength, may be plainly col- 
lefted from liis Declarations to Mr. Hollond. ^ 

The Rajah of Bcrar feems lately, if not originally, to have adopted that fort of Policy, which leaves it 
open to him to be guided by Events, and to purfue any Courfc he thinks proper ; We have no Security 
that it will be favourable to this Government. He profefles to wifti for an Accommodation between us 
and the Paiftiwa •, he offers his Mediation ; and, apparently to fupport bis Offer, he fends a confi- 
derable Army to the Frontier of thefc Provinces. The Strength of this ,Army is unknown to the 
Board : Various Reports ftatc it from ao to 30,000 Horfe. Againft their future Operations we 
ought to be as carefully provided, as if wc had no Depcndance on their Fricndlhip : We ought to 
treat them as Friends, and wc ought to be prepared againft them as Enemies. 

In this Situation, wc can never admit that the Refourtes of this Government, exbaujled as thy are, 
and withheld from it by its internal Jmbecillity, are yet equal to every probable Contingency of the prefent 
IFar : On the contrary, we think that the prefent War, in whatever Manner ic may be condufted, is 
liable to Contingencies, to which all our Refourccs, if they were yet unimpaired, ^ould not be equal, 
and that in our prefent Circumftanccs wc have no Choice. 

We deny that this War has hitherto been condufted on a confiftent Plan, or any Plan at all j of 
which we need not give a more dccifive and ftriking Proof, than that the Expedition under Coloiwjl 
Goddard did not co-operate with that from Bombay againft Poona : That the Authority, formerly 
given to the Prcfidency of Bombay over that Army, was withdrawn in favour of ano^er Meafurc, 
of which they had no Information ; and that General Goddard’s final March to Surat was merely 
Matter of Accident, and abfolutcly contrary to the Governor General’s Wifhes and Intentionv 
On the 4th of March 1779, he declared, “ He wijhed equally with A&-. Francis for the Return of the 
“ Detachment to Berar, and equally dreaded to hear of its proceeding to the other Coafi," 

Bur, if the Reverfe were true, and if the War had really been condufted on a confiftent Plan, 
we deny that it has been varied by defultory Votes of Council on every Meafure required for its Pro- 
fecution. We do not know or believe, that there is a finglc Inftance of any Queftion concerning 

a the 
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the War, Wng carried againfl the Opinion of the Governor General, except that now immediately 

before; us 4 and wn this, we prefame, was not in Contemplation with the Governor a Month 
ago,, when the Refolution was takcx^ of recalling and reducing Captain popham's Detachment with 
common Content 4 and, as vve though^ widi the Governor’s entire Satisfadlion. 

It is not denied, “ That feeble Mcafures and Advances for Peace may give Strength andPrefump. 
“ tion to our Adverfaries, and difeourage our Friends 4 or that the Principles of Enterprize and 
« Inaaion are not to be combined in the fame general Mcafurc.” But we do not admit, that 
thefe general Propofitions are applicable to our Situation. Out Opinion is, that wc are in no 
Condition w continue the War, on any Terms which fuppofc the Continuance of the prclcnt Ex- 
pence, or even with a cbnfidefahle Diminution of it. Whether our Rcfotirces be exhaufted, or 
whether they be withheld from us, it is e^g^y trpe, that there is no Money in our Treafury. We 
hope, that in fuch critical Circumftances, it will not be propofed to take the Depojit out of the Ndw 
Fort. We know not how near we are to the Extpen^kjr for which it was provided. But, even fup- 
pofing our immediate Wants were relieved by that little Sin)ply, let us conQder where it would 
leave us, after difebarging the inftant Dgpat^ds upon the Trcalury. Our former Statements Ihew 
what a very inconfidcrable Portion of ijt woujd remain in our H.inds, while the Credit and Advan- 
tagc of poffeliing foch a Referye -in. $pebi«t, againft an extraordinary Emergency, would be loft. 
In effedt, we fliould publicly avow, chat , the Dillrefs againft which the Depofii was referved, had 
aftually fallen upon us. 

Wc never meant to propofc feeble Mea^ires, , which neccITarily defeat themfclvcs ; nor yet do wc 
approve of vigorous Mcaftjrcf in the ^hich Vigour has been hithetto underftood 4 bccaufe 

we are convinced, that this Guvemmeht is VMbie to iupport them 4 and if they coukl be fupporced 
a fmall Tijme longer, the| would ^t bring, us nearer toour Objeft. Before the Commencement of 
the War, we ferefaw and fore^ld the principal Cunftquences that would attend ir. We now judge 
of it by its EfFedls, which we hope wi)l be conftdercd, though every other Sort of Argument Ihoukl 
continue to be difregardtd. We have feen the Event of Two Years Military Operations, and of 
a Succeflion of Enterpeizes, which, in Point of Effort and Expcnce, were as vigorous as any 
Thing wc could now undertake. 

The Expedition to Poona ended in a Difgrace, which, but for the Gencrofity or Forbearance of 
the Marattas, might have left Bombay dcfeacclyls* We "know riot the Exj.)«ncfc of this Mcafure j 
but wc believe the Company will find it enormous.. 

The March of the Army under Colonel Lefiie had all the Appearances of an ablive and vigorous 
Refolution, and had produced as much Succefs as could rcafonably be expefted; It hss'conquercd 
an open Country 4 which, at fohic future Day, and if ever the promifed Colledrions fro.11 it mould 
be made, is to return Thirty Lacks of Rupee.s a Ye.ir to the Company. Againft this Acquifition, 
the permanent Expcnce of an Encreafeof Eftablifhment to regulate and defend it, muft be placed, 
and the Valuqof the Remainder compared with the Charge of the Expedition : The Company will 
then know at what Price they have acquired a new Territory on the Malabar Coatt. At the End 
of February laft, the Sums remitted to this Detachment alone, amounted to almoft Seventy-fix 
Lacks of Current Rupees; and wc arc convinced, that wc are much within Bounds in computing, 
that a Crorc of Rupees will not clear it to the End of October. 

The March of a Detachment from the Coaft, and of another from Bombay, to ffrengthen 
General Goddard, has yet produced no Effed that we know pf, but to raife their Pay to a Level 
with that pf the Bengal Troops 4 which of itfelf is no flight Inconvenience. 

The Detachment under Major Camac, which was ordered about the Beginning of laft Year, to join 
Colonel Goddard, after coding the Company Current Rupees 4,36,793, returned without Effeift. 

Many Advantages were promifed from the Treaty with the Rana of Ghode 4 particularly that of 
dividing the Strength and Attention of the Marattas. If it has really produced that or any other 
Effedt that deferves the Name of an Advantage, or that can be placed in Comparifon with the Ex- 
pence of the Meafure, we wilh to fee it ftated. We arc informed by the Commiffary General 
that the total Expence of CajJtain Popham’s Detachment to the End of April lalt, amounted to 
CR* 5,55,953. At this Rate, the prefent Expcnce muft amount to Current Rupees 

^’^WUrthefc difeouraging Experiments in our Vkw, wc are called upon to embark in another Enter- 
prize, for the avowed Purpofe of fupporting that of General Goddard 4 yet the Gove.-^nor’s Expe(aa-« 
tion of Succefs ftbto this new Effort, canrtot be greater than thofe which he profeired to entertairt 
of the formers Even after the Delay In Bondlecund, he always confidcred Colonel Leflie’s Detach- 
ment as eaptHli tf ictmtpli/king tbi Ends tf Us FermaSMU, and proftfftd the firongeft ConviUtotty that 
under » pHptr CoHduffy tbs EffsUs wsuldJliU anfivtr bis mtftfanguine H«pts. * 

h is true, 4hat the Part which this Government has hitherto borne in the War, belongs to the 
Governor, arid that we have no Share in the Refponfibility attending it * But it is equally true, that 
In the funirfc Meafures of this GUvernment we muft take our Part. We cannot transfer the Re- 
fporifiWlity, though we might rcHnquilh the Powers incident to our Station : Ift many Cafes, wtf 
may find buvfclves «Ofnpelkd hot to interrupt t|ie Operation of Afts already refoWed on againft our 
Opinion 4 efpccially when the Government or its Reprefentatives are once engaged in the Execution 
bfthtrtf: 1 ft fiKjhkmftiftjftanctSs W 'have no Choice: But a Defence of this Son will not apply 

• - 1 ...'1 ; •.'■ i 
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to new Mcafures or new Plans, which cannot be refolded on without our Coniertt, For thefe and 
their Confequences, wc mud of NccelFity be anfwerable jointly with the Governor ; therefore 
cannot diveft ourfclves of the Right of judging of both. If, on the prefent Occaflon, wc are 
miftalcen in our Judgment, it will not add to the Load with which the Governor General may be 
charged. We rather think he derives a vifiblc Advantage from the Part we arc forced to take in tbi^ 
Queftion. There is no Difficulty in difplaying the poflTiblc Benefits, which might have rcfultcd 
from a Mcafure untried •, while the Burthen of proving that fuch Benefits Were unattainable, toge- 
ther with the ideal Lofs of them, will be thrown upon the oppofitc Party. 

Wc have as little Faith as the Governor can have in tbt Sufficiency of official Argument to overcome 
decided Opinions. What wc have faid is meant to ftand for our Vindication at Horne. Wc heartily 
wifh it might have more Weight, than wc fear It wilPtiavc, in this Place. We wilh to co-operate 
heartily and finccrcly with the Governor General in cfTetfting a Peace on reafonablc Terms. Means 
of Negociation arc in his Power, which arc not within ours. To accomplifh a Peace ourlelves, 
againd his Inclination, we know to be impoffible. Till very lately our Hopes nearly amounted to 
Convitdion, that wc were all agreed on this Point, and that the Seafon of the Rains, in which Hof- 
tilicies mud ccafe on both Sides, would have been employed in eflefting a Pacification. On this 
Principle we confented to the Propofition for acceptihg the' Mediation of Moodajee Boofia. Wc 
wifh to know if any and what Steps have been taltcn' !n Confcquencc. As this Meafurc has no 
Connexion with the propofed Expedition, wc hope it will not be deferred. Without making im- 
proper Advances to the Maratcas, other Means might be taken to the fame End ; but we arc per- 
redlly fcnfibic that none can fuccccd in which the Governor General will not take an aftivc Parr, 
If after all a formal Peace is not to be obtained, we do hot thihk it follows that an ofFenfivc War 
mud ncceflarily be continued. A general Outline of the Plan v)^e allude to has been fuggeded to 
the Governor General. Wc do not think it advifablc to enter into it in this PUce j but wc are 
ready to fubmit our Thoughts to him on the Subjeft, whenever he thinks proper. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 

Edw- Whelcr. 

Mr. Francis — I beg leave to add a few Words to the preceding Minute, in reply to the perfonal Ap- 
peal made to me by the Governor General. I perfuadc myfclf he would not propofe an Alternative to 
me which he thought I could not accept of with Honour. But, as I underdand ir, there is no 
Point of Honour in quedion. I think it belongs to the Governor General to propofe and recom- 
mend fuch Mcafures, as he thinks fit, to the Approbation of the Board ; and, circumdanccd as wc 
now are, it mud be fomc very cflential Conlidcration that can induce me to oppofc him. 1 would 
neither attempt to take that Lead out of his Hands, nor yet engage implicitly to fubmit to his Opi- 
nions. Every View to my own Ealc and Happinefs would incline me to wilh that the Conditution 
of the Government permitted him to diftatc, or to refolvc and aft without me. But I am verted 
with a Public Truft, from the Duties of which 1 cannot be exempted while I hold the Station that 
creates it 

I believe the Governor General yielded to my Opinion, in refolving to recall and reduce Captain 
Popham’s Detachment \ but this was a Conccfiion to which he did not Jong adhere. That he 
flioukl have ‘‘ laboured to accommodate his Sentiments to mine, by a dudied Attention to my Sen- 
“ timents in cycry Mcafure which he had ventured to propofe in the Courfe of the lad Fifteen 
** Months,** is a Faft with which I declare mod folemnly I was utterly unacquainted. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


( M ) 

Extraft of a Letter from General Goddard, dated the 20th of June 1780 j and received the 24th 

Auguft. 

I had the Honour to addrefs you the 27th ultimo, acquainting you with ,thc Enemy’s Forces 
having deGllecl from further Attempts to make any Impreflion upon the Guzerat Province ; and 
that, from every Intelligence 1 could learn, it was Scindia’s Intention to relinquiib the Country al- 
together, and march either towards Eugcio or the Decan. A few Days fubfequent to the , 

that Letter, my Hircarrahs brought me Accounts of Scindia’s having removed wt/i bis wbelt 
Arynj towards Ugein. Thefe Reports have been fince confirmed, and it is now generally and con- 
fidently believed, that if he has laid afide the Defign it was fuppofed he had formed, of vifiting the 
Decan, and purpoles to pafs the rainy Seafon at Ugein. Holkar has accompanied him, ajtd will «* 
fide at Indore, a principal City in the Neighbourhood of Eugein, and the Chief Refidence of his 
Family. 

In Confequence of the Departure of Scindia from the Neighbourhood of Guaeerat, and the n«r 
Approach of the Rains, which did not admit of any Delay, I re-croffid the Narbuddee, and di- 
refled my March to Surat, where I arrived 'n'Sih the greatell Part of the Army the 8th Inftant. 

(N) Extraft 
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ExtraA Strcret Confultations, aoth July 1780. 

The Governor General — ^Notwithftanding the ill Socccfs which my former Motions have met re- 
lative to M^or Camac’s Detachment, I muft again revert to the Propofuion made by me to the 
Board on the 19th ukitho, for the Extenfion of the Powers to be given to Major Camac in the 
Manner exprefled in my propofed Draft of his Inttruftions, delivered in on that Day. I accordingly 
now move, That thofe Inllru^ions be granted to him. 

I have little to fay in Addition to the former Arguments which I have urged in fupport of the 
principal Meafurc prefented in them, but that it appears to me more necclfary at this Time to create 
fuch a Diverfion, by the Declaration lately made by Hyder’Ally Cawn, or at lead too ftrongly im- 
plied to admit a Doubt of its intended Condrudlion, in his Letter recorded in the lad Confultation. 
Every Accumulation of Difficulty requires an additional Exettion. For the fame Rcafon I move, 
that the Order for reducing Captain Popham’s Detachment, be repealed, and that it be formed 
into Three regular Battalions, to be commanded by the Thrte fenior Captains now with that Corps •, 
but as I underdand the Commander in Chief left Lucknow on the 6th Indant, and is proceeding 
with all poffible Expedition to the Prefidency, I do not think it neceflary to follow this Motion 
with any Propofal for the Difpofttion of this Corps until his Arrival. 

Mr. Whcler— No Arguments arc ufed by the Governor General, in his late Propofuion, in -\d. 
dition to thofe which were dated in his former Minutes upon this Subjcfl:, to induce me to alter my 
Opinion refpedling the Fird Indruftions to Major Camac. 1 mud therefore adhere to it. 

I mud confefs the Governor General's Second Propofliion is accompanied with a forcible Argu- 
ment to fupport it. Times of War and public Calamity are certainly not ilk Times for diminilb- 
ing oor Military Force, particularly when we have every Reafon to believe (both from the late De- 
clarations which Hyder Ally has made, and alfo from the particular Meafures which that Chief has 
lately purfued in relation to us) that an open Rupture betwixt him arid the Company is not very 
didant. 

For thefc Reafohs I mod readily coincide With the Governor General in repealing the Orders for 
reducing Captain Popham’s Detachment, and that it “ be formed into Three regular Battalions, to be 
“ commanded by the Three fenior Captains, now with that Corps.” 

(Signed) Edw' Whclen 


( O ) 

Mihute 6f the GovernOf General, dated the 3d July, and communicated to Mr^ Francis in a private 

Note oh the Niglit of the 14th Augud 1780^ 

Governor General*— Why Mr. Whelcf has thus repeatedly chofen to join hit Name to Mr. Francis’s, 
in the Minutes lately delivered by them to the' Board, I can neither conjedfure, nor feck to know. 
I can eafily conceive Mr..Franci^a Intention in obtaining this Aflbeiation: But as the Reditude of 
thefe Afts in Mr. Francis is to be jqdged upon very dilfercnt Principles from thofe in which he has 
a common Concern with Mr. Wheler, I (hall confidcr them folcly as his, and reply to them accord- 
ingly. Indeed I have ntfDoubt of fheif |)eing all the intire Compofuion of Mr. Francis. They are 
not the lefs his by this apparent Divifion of the Property , and^his Name affixed to them gives me 
the Right of regarding them as Intitely his. 

I did hope that the Intimation conveyed in my. lad Minute would have awakened in Mr. Francis’s 
Bread, if it were fufceptible of (lich l8enfation$, a Conreioufnefs of the faithle/s Part which he was 
afting towards fne. I hx'^C beW dfrappoirited, and mud now alTume a plainer Style, and louder 
Tone. In a Word, tny Objeftloos do pcit lie to the fpecial Matter of his Minutes, to which I ffiall 
feparately' reply, but to the Spirit of 'Oppolltion which dictated them, 1 have lately offered various 
Plans for the Qperations of the. War. Thefc have been fucceffiv^ rcjciflcd as I have fucccffively 
amendedi and endeavour^ to accommodate theip to Mr. Francis’s ObjcAions. I had a Right to bis 
implicit Acqdielcence. I ' have ladly propofed a Service,' requiring immediate Execution, and' I have 
freed it frorp the only Objefljon fortpally made to ft. In ani'wer, he fays, that he adheres to the Rca- 
fons which had before inducM him to withhold his Confent, and compofcdly invjtes me to lay before 
the Board a complete Detail of the Plan for conducting the War, a comparative State of the whole 
of the Object with the whole of the Means of attaining ir, and the final Extent of my Demands on 
the Marattas, or what Conceffions I would make to them-, and he promifes to enter into the Confider- 
ation of thefe Points with the utmoft Candour. If his Defign in this Inquiry was fimply to gain In- 
formation, I might refer him to the large and confidential Difeuffions in which 1 have laid all tny 
Views open to his, with all the Grounds on which they were formed. If his Purpole was to enable 
him to wm a more clear or competent Judgment of the Pl.ins which 1 have propofed, iu ObjeA 

would 
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<»ould be loft in the Time required for the Deliberation. But, in Truth, I do not truft to his Pro- 
mife of Candour, convinced that he is incapable of if, and that his foie Purpofc and Wifti are to 
embarrafs and defeat every Mcafure which I may undertake, or which may tend even to promote the 
Public Intercfts, if my Credit is conneded jviih thei^i. Such has been the Tendency, and fuch the 
manifeft Spirit of all his Adions from the Beginning. Almoft every Meafure propofed by me has 
for that Reafon had his Oppofttion to it. When carried ^ainft his Opipolition, and too far engaged 
to be withdra^vn, yet even then, and in every Stage of it, his Labours to overcome it have been un- 
remitted i every Difappointment and Misfortune haye been i^ggi^avated by'jhifiii: and esterf fablltated 
Tale of Armies devoted to Famine or to Malfacre, bare foupd their firft apd fdftdy .V> kis Office 
where it was known they would meet the molt welcqtpp RjCfi^tion. Tp the may be at- 

tributed the Annual Computations of declining Finanfq .apd.an exlumflEpd Trepfwy^.Cpjnputadans 
which though made in the Time of Abundance mod yffge. to Truib at'ljift, fiptn .the Effed of a 
difcordant Government, not a confticutiojial Decay. Xo the fame D^Cgn Qiall I attribute the Po- 
licy of accelerating the booed Event, and creating an^artiftcial by keeping vpf) .an u&|(f$ 

Hoard of Treafure, and withholding it from a temporary QifcpJatiQii!,, ! , , 

I am aware of the Anfwer which will be fliade.w theife ,an4 .l>iU anticipate it. 

Mr. Francis may fafely deny them, for they are incapable of poftfige Er»denc«.,.,|^,.tnay,£ompl 4 iii 
of the Injufticc and Indecency of affurning the Interpretation bf bis Thpilghts, Mld^igbing In- 
tentions to him upon the Reality of which he alone can jnpnoppcp with Cerjtajn^jf, He may cl^ 
an equal Right to recriminate upon me, and fo pafs the Jagjp, free Jnc^ipcjM ppon the Motkes 
which have influenced my Public Adions. Ag^mift, Inph fiopckifipne ,I W«#;thM.n)y Cfcaradcr 
will be fufficient to defend me, unlefs foroc knowt it qw .be prpdttflBd. jw .a Wattanc 

for them, and Inch I am certain do not exift ,<^thcf pnkiH>yvn.> ( , 7. 

My Authority for the Opinions which I have declared co.ncqiofflg Francis tjeneeids upon Fads, 
which have pafled within my own certain Knowledge. I of :poj?Iic Condwd by i»y Expe- 
rience of his private, which 1 have found to be void of Truth awl Honour^ This is a fevere Charge, 
but temperately and deliberately made, from the firm Pwfuafipn.ih^t I owe tlys J.uftjcc w tlie PuWic 
and to myfelf, as the only Redrefs tp both for Ar^c^ pf which I bevcibpeft a ;V;diit>,4nd which 
threaten to involve their Interefts with Difgrace and ^ui|^.. T^f paly Bpdfeft.for.a F«»d for. which 
the Law has made no Provifton is the Exp^ure.of it« , 

1 proceed to the Proofs of niy Allegation. ' - ■ 

In the latter End of the Month of February laft, ^r..JFran«;i| cpocluded wkh me an Engagement, 
of which One Article alone is neceflary to the prclcpt Qcfahpn. It is as follows: 

“ Mr. Francis will not oppofe any Meaftfres which the Governor General fliall recommend for' the 
Profecution of the War in which we are fuppofed to be engaged with the Marattas, or for the 
“ general Support of the prefent political Syftem of this Government: Neither will he himfclf cither 
“ propofe or vote with any other Member who lhall propofe any Meafure that fliall be contrary to 
“ the Governor General’s Opinion on ibefc Points.” 

' c 


By the Sandion of this Engagement, and rtic ll^ieral Profeflions which accompanied it, I was re- 
duced to part with the Frjcnd to whole generous and honourable Spppprt, jftcdfaftlv yielded in a 
Courfc of Six Years, I am indebted for the Exiftehce of the little Power which I have ever potfelfed 
in that long and dilgraccful Period, tt> thfow 'myfelf bn the Mercy of l^dr. Francis, and on the defpe- 
ratc Hazard of his Integrity. It was impoflible to aflfo/d a ftronger Demonft^atioo of the good Faith 
with which I entered into this Accommodation, nor Pf my Cqnfidcflce in his, than thus ewfenting to 
deprive rnyfclf of the of breaking the Engagement bn my Part, and of preventing the Breach 

of it Oh hfs 5 ahd furely this Difference Tn our rtlatiVc Situations' ought to hny« imprer«5 him with a 
Sctife of whsit he to the ,I!)elic&cy attending it, wve tp^deJutri, dee^ even ^ Approach 
wards the prcdfe Lftie of his' (^ligatlphs, by thit Oighteft Advantage ctIpM of nw Inability toicr 
pel it; and how much more o'Oj^ht it to have rcftralned him from the flirefl t/anferdBpn of it. 

I muft now revert to the Article of Mr. Francis's Ehgagement, which I hare rented above, and tp 
the Minutes lately delivered to the Board, under the Signatures of .Meflfs, Francis and Wheler. ;On 


the Minutes lately delivered to the Board, under the Signatures of .Meflfs, Francis and Wheler. ;On 
thefe I ^‘thb Proofs which I have promifed C^aigp herpin pi^encd agpia^ Myi fpanais. 

If It (bait appear on a feir Cbmparifbn of the(i; Evidences that. Mr. Francis has.fa^i^tUir adhered 
to his ^gagietnents, i hiVe .wrongfully, accufed hinj. ff ph.the cpntraiw it ^a^ apfkar, that in Vio- 
lation df-th«e Engs^mencs he has df^ofed any Maafures which I have fecoidmeaded foirjltt Proi^ 
eution OT the War in >vhith‘ w are 'engaged with the Mafwttaa,or fpf the general $dppoir( of die 
prefent Political Syftem of this Government, or th^t he has cither hlnofelf propofed pr joined with 

Meafure cobtr^ ,t<^; my Opinktq in Pp^ my Change ii 
eftablllhed. I wilhwdv^id a ^.‘epetitibn Pffhe^^soflt,: ■ > i ™ 7 


(pjMmm 
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Minute of Mr. Francis, entered in Confulcation i ith September 1780. 

Mr. Francis— The main Qpeftion between Mr. Haftings and me can be referred to no other Teft 
but the Public Opinion of our rcfpe£livc Charadlcrs; I appeal cheerfully to that Teft, and am ready 
to abide by the Event of it. On the Point in Iflue I can only declare, as I do now in the moft 
folcmn Manner, that I never was Party to the Engagement Hated by Mr. Haftings, or had al houghc 
of being bound by it. In one of our Convcrlations in February laft, he defired me to read a Paper 
of Memorandums, among which I prefumc this Article was inlertcd. I returned it to him the Mo- 
ment I had read it, with a Declaration that I did not agree to, or hold myfclf bound by, the Con- 
tents of it, or to that EffeA. From that Time 1 have never feen the Paper ; I never had a Copy of 
it, nor have I a pofitive RccolIeAion of any thing it contained. The Agreement I meant to enter 
into with refpcA to the Maratta War, was to profecute the Operations aAually cxifting on the Ma- 
labar Coaft, which, fince the Campaign was begun, and General Goddard had already taken the 
Field, I thought ftiould be puihed as vigoroufty as poffiblc. 1 have no direfl. Evidence to produce 
in fupport of this Declaration ; but I imagine it will be ftrengthened in fome Degree by the follow- 
ing Confiderations : It is not faid that the Plan of another Expedition from the Upper Country into 
Malva, or any other Part of the Maratta Dominions on that Side of India, had ever been fuggefted 
to me. The Refolutions of the 29th of May laft, formed on the Governor General’s own Propo- 
fnions, conftitutc, as 1 think, a ftrong Prefumption, that up to that Period the Governor General 
had not had that Meafure iii Contemplation, or that he muft then have abandoned all^Thoughts ot 
it. On that Day it was unanimoufly rcfolved, that Captain Popham’s Detachment (hould be rc^ 
called and reduced, and that he ftiould be relieved by Four Battalions under Major Camac. In this 
Arrangement nothing appears to have been in the View of the Board, but to diminifli the public 
Expence witHbut departing from the Terms of the Treaty with the Rana of Ghode. But Leitm of 
the 20th of April to the Prefidcncy of Bombay, to Brigadier General Goddard, and to the Com- 
mandcr in Chief, exprefs the unanimous Opinion of the Board, that our Refeurces were no Unger equal 
to the Payment of General Goddard's Army, without draining Bengal entirely of its Specie, and that no 
Acquifjtion cn the other Side of India could compenfate for the Dijirejfes which a Continmnet of the War, 
at the prifent Expence, would bring upon the Company, This indeed has been invariably my Opinion i 
but the Governor concurred in it, and drew up the Letters himfclf. 1 he Evidence I appeal to is 
public and authentic •, it is not for me to determine how far it ought to be deemed condo ive. Ihe 
Obfervaiions winch I muft now proceed to offer on fome Paflages in the (^vernor General s Minu e, 
lhall be as Ihort and moderate as I can make them : I mean to lead the ReflcAions o 
fair Prefumptions to probable Conclufions, which is all that the Cafe will admit of, and by no 
means to engage myfelf or the Governor in any further Controvcrly. , , l . u j. 

I am not acquainted with the Governor General’s Plan for carrying on the War, ftom w a un 
it is to be fupported, or on what I'erms he would make Peace. It feems to me, t at t c 
from Two Members of the Board was regular and in its Place. A very few Words would have 
been fufficient, to tell us what were to be the final ObjeAs of the War. I would "Ot venture 0 
ftate the loofe Difeourfes of a private Converfation, if I [«olleAed them, ^ 

great Importance i nor can I agree, that the Objeit of the ^uejlton would be Icjl tn the Tme required 

^''’ad.'^'SfGovernor General’s Minute of the 28th of laft Month, and the Letter from the Board of 
Trade of the 22d, are fufficient to fhew, that my Annual Computations of declining 
an exhaufted Treafury were well founded. Every Department ot the Public Services tlerJ !r mv 
for fcveral Months, in Arrcar. As to the Depofit m the New Fort, it was ^ 

Motion, but long after Colonel Monfon’s Death, and with Governor s Confent and Appr^^^^^^^ 

In the Secret CoSfultation of the a.ft of May .778. he fpeaks o it as » Fund we have ap^ 

propriated for our own extraordinary Occaftons, and which we Ihould not i h I 

Service. I cannot conceive that 1 am hoftile to Mr. Haftings, in adhering to the Opinion which 

f«,m a Paper wri.ren b, .he Governor Wm- 
feit, of .hkh I never had a Copf > t*hough from the Manner i" ‘I;' 

i. n„.h. narnr., 1 , bf uken for an Armie in f- ’me Gm i In a'n^to 



,ned:„n. -idTe IK; an A^iuon -.8.011 hhnieif. n, beder 

'^."U^bmiuo Jodgmenr. »he,her .he Engagenren, .. “‘"S/rev^T.! 

too much againft me ? Under the 1 erms of if, 1 Mininas had thoucht fic to propofc 

alion on .hi Bengal Eft.bUlhmen. .o .he M. abarCoall, .f Mr IHltt g had .h^ghr h.^.o 

ir, or ,0 any other Meafure wha.lbe.er, wnhoue Excep.,0,. or Li.m.a.,o,., whi.h 
ScL. Com. Rep. V. 3 
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recommended for the Support and Continuance of the War % froin the Date of the Agreement { 
at once renounce all my former Declarations and Opinions, and all Choice,. Will, and Judgment, for 
the future. Some Men perhaps may think me capable of fuch an A6l > I hope and believe they arc 
not many i but no Man, who knows any thing of the World, will think it polHI^le that I could 
facrifice myfelf in fo grofs a Manner without Ibme fecrct adequate Compenlation, if any Comj.en- 
fation could be equal to it. On this Head I have no other Evidence to appeal to, and I defire no 
better, than Mr. Haftings himfelf. If any thing was done or propofed by me for my Advantage, 
dire<5lly or indiredlly, or if any thing was done or propofed for the Advantage of any other Perlon 
whatfocvcr, beyond what was publicly known and avowed (I mean the Re-inftatcmcnt of Mahomed 
Reza Khan, Mr. Fowke, and Mr. Brillow, in Conformity to the Company’s Orders) I call upon 
him to declare it : That of Mr. Briftow was the only Point of the Three which I yielded to fufpend 
until the Month of Oiflober, or until the Firft Advices of the Seafon from the Court of Diredors. 
In tlie aitual Situation of Affairs here, and with the alarming and calamitous Accounts we had theii 
lately received from England, I thought that fome Agreement bet^en Mr. Halvings, Mr, Wl.ck-r, 
and myfelf, was efientially neceflary to the Public Safety *, I thcfwbrc met Mr, Haftings, with a 
finccrc Difpofition to come to an Agreement, and to forward it by every poflible Facility on my Part. 
During the whole Courfe of the Tranfa<flion, nothing of any Moment was faid of done without Mr. 
Whelcr’s Knowledge and Participation. 

With refpe(^k to Mr. Barwell’s Departure, and the Inferences drawn from it, it is aSubjeftof which 
no Man at Home can judge fo well as they who arc on the Spot, and fee what pafTes: The little 
I (hall fay of it is offered as Matter of Opinion, not Evidence. 1 believe it, for Inftance, to be the 
Opinion of many well-informed Perfons in this Settlement, as it is now firmly my own, that Mr. 
Barwell was determined to go Home laft Sealon at all Events, and that the Swallow was kept for 
fcveral Months on purpofe for him : If fo, Mr. Haftings gained fomething, and could lofc nothing 
by his Agreement with me. But as Mr. Barwell’s going Home was never demanded by me, nor 
ever entered into the Agreement, I have no Concern in Mr. Haflings’s Motives for confenting to it. 

If I clcicrved the Charadlcr attributed to me, I (hould not acknowledge, as I do, the Force of an 
Argument, deduced by Mr. Haftings from the defcncelefs Condition in which he was frjppofcd to be 
left by Mr. Harwell’s Departure : It is fuch an Argument as can only be felt by a Man of Honour. 
I admit the Principle laid down by Mr. Haftings, as far as it can be urged with any Colour of Juftice 
or Rcafon : Whether I have departed from it or not is a Queftion of Faft i let it only be obferved, 
that fuch a Principle is as liable to be abufed on one Side, as to be violated on the other. Pufh the 
Inferences from it as far as they will go, and who docs not fee that a Tyranny may be created by ic 
over the Mind of a Man of nice Senfibility and fearful of Reproach ? With fuch a Weapon, fo exercifed, 
Mr. Haftings would pofTcfs a Power, which he affuredly never had while Mr. Barwell was in the Country. 
The Whole of this unfortunate Queftion between Mr. Haftings and me muft fome time or other 
appear before the Public : I do not wi(h to prejudice the Mind of any Man againft him. My Con- 
duct perhaps may be condemned on other Ground, but I do not fee how it can be fairly imputed 
to bafe or interellcd Views. The Caufc which 1 have hitherto endeavoured to maintain is not mine; 
I have no greater perfonal Concern in it than any other Member of the Community. After all, 
what is it to me more than to any other Man, whether there be a Maratta War or not, or in what 
Manner it is conduced ? 

(Signed) P. Francis. 
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View of Difputc between the Council and Selcft Committee at Bengal. 


S«ka, tetter 
from, 31 ft Aug. 
1770, Par. iS, 
to tht Sod. 


Letter from, 

iith Seft.i 770 | 

Par. 8. 


^ H E Seleft Committee -, viz. the Prefidenr, and Mefficurs Claud Ruflell and Charles FJoycr, 
advife the Court of Direftors, that the Council has infringed the Powers of the Scleft Com- 
mittee. 

That the Committee have, however, the Satisfaiftion of their Sentiments being conhrmed by their 
abfent Members. 

They urge the Necellity there is, that the Court of Diredors be very explicit, how far the Line, 
drawn in January 1768, ftands in Force, and renders the Seleft Committee independent^ of the 
Council i becaulc, until that is determined, they fay, there can be no Stability of Mcaibres j and 
an undetermined Authority may be attended with very ferious Confcqucnces to the Affairs of the 
Company. 

The Sclcfl: Committee repeat their Opinion, that great and important Inconveniences may atift to 
the Company, from the prefent embarraffmg Situation of the Seleift Committee, 

The 
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The CoUncH, in their Secret Department, obferve, that having loft all Exped^ations of fteino the 
CommilTioncrs, they judged it improper any longer to delay thole Objeds of Reform and Rcmila- 'i'V 
tion refpefting the Dewannee Revenues, to which the Court had diredted their Attention, inlheir ' * 

Comman* per Lapwing. 

They therefore agree to take the Subjedt into Confideration ; and to have it determined, how far com; 
the Authority of the Board and of the Seleft Committee do extend. 

Mr. Ruflell diffents from the above Refolution of the Board j becaufe he deems a Difcuftlon of junf,,,!,. 
the Powers of the Selcdf Comnaittee to be foreign to the Bufincfsof the Council. He refers to the *’•'6' *»• 
Company’s Letter, 12th January 1768, for an Explanation of the Powers ot the Council, and of 
the Scleft Committee. 

Whereupon the Prefident deems it his Duty to fummon a Seleft Committee, to inform them of 
the Purport of the Matter ; anti to deliberate on the Propriety of the late Determination ot the 
Council. He then lays the Refclutions of the faid Committee before the Council, and piotcfts seemOonf. 
againft the Council’s Proceedings. 27111 [line 1770, 

He expreOes his Surprize at the Motion lately made in Council; and alludes to the Company’s 
Letter of izth January 1768, Paragraph the 9th, which confirms the Seled Commiitee ; and to 
Paragraph loth, which particularly marks their Powers; one of which Powers is, • “Tff JuptrinUnd 
“ the CelleSlton of the Revenues arifing from the Dewannee." 

The PreOdent fays, That no future Letters from the Company havediredlly broke the Line drawn in 
the above Letter of ihe 12th January ; nor can fuch Intention be inferred by fair Implication, unlcfs in 
the Appointment of Commiflioners. And that, in cafe of Accident having happened to thofe Com- 
miflioners, it is not the Company’s Intention for the Plan of Reformation, in the Mode of colleding 
the Revenues, to fall under any other Part of their Adminiftration than the Seledf Committee ; for 
if fuch had been the Cafe, the Court would in exprefs Terms have withdrawn the Seledt Commit- 
tee’s Power; therefore, he cannot confent that anyothcr Perfons Ihould lhare an Authority, which, 
in his Opinion, was never intended by the Company. 

Mr. Floyer’s Opinion — Mr. Floycr is of Opinion, That the faid Letter of the Court of Dircdlors, has 
fixed theLine of Duty both of Council and Sclefl Committee ; and obferves, that although the Com- 
pany has thought fit to tranfmit, in their General Letter, the greateft Part of their Orriers refpedling tlic 
Seleft Committee's Department ; yet the Oiftinfiion has ever been deemed fo confpicuoiis, that the 
Council have always tranfmitted to the Sclcdl Committee tlioll* Paragraphs of the General Letters, 
which fall under the Cognizance of the laid Committee ; by which Means, the Powers of tlie Select 
Committee have been always exercifed, without any Prejudice to the Authority of the Board. 

That if the Court of Direftors intended that the Management of the Dewannee Revenues ftiould 
be under the Council at large, there would be no Neceflity for having continued fo independent a i 
Authority as that of the. Selcdl: Committee'; bccaufe the Collcftion of the Revenues is by far the 
moft important Branch of the Government. 

That in' regard to the Point in queftion, fo far arc the Council from being authorized to carry it PHtu. 
into Execution, that they arc exprefs^ told, that it would be given in charge to the Conmifftoners, This 
Affertioo cannot be fully warranted by the Records. The Mcafure in queftion was indeed mentioned 
in the Commilfioners Inftru£lions ; who are therein told, that a finglc Perfon at the Durbar is not 
fufficient, but that a Refident and Council, at the chief Places of Colleftion, feems a more eligible 
Mcafure -, but the Particulars of the Plan were alone tranfmitted to the Governor and Council, i hat 
as the Power hath never been granted to the Council, it ought to remain with the Seleifl Committee 
until the Arrival of the faid Commiflioners ; and that Ihould therr A nival be prevented by any iin- 
forefeen Accident, the Management of the Dewannee Revenues moll ftill be veiled in the Co/nmirtee 
only. That if the Aiperintcnding Power over the Revenues was intended to have been veiled m the 
Council, the Commiflioners would have been directed to confult that Boaul, and not the Sekil Com- 
mittee, on a Subjeft of fo much Importance to the Govcrnnrient. 

That it was his Opinion, the Council had not the Power of cnieiing upon a Difeuflion of the Com- 
mittee’s Authority ; not could the faid Committee be juftified in giving up any Part of their Autho- 
rity to the Council. 

Mr. Ruflell conceives, that the late Refolution of the Council is irregular and unprecedented ; and P-jf »$• 
that a Difeuffion of the Powers of the Seled Committee, is foreign to theBufinefs of the Council: 

That' by Letters from England of 12th January 1768 and March 17^9* lo late as Ihiee Months 
only before the Lapwing’s Departure, the Court had provided for a Succelfion to Vacancies in the 
Seled Committee ; and as no- Repeal of their Orders had been tranfmitted, they muft be Itill under* 
flood to remain in Force, : beyond the Difeuflion or Controul of the Council : 

That if the Court of Direftors had meant to abridge, or revoke, the Powers of the Seled Com- 
mittee, they would ihavc been explicit, and not have left any thipg to be decided by Implication : 

That the Lapwing’s Letter implies no fuch Intention, as an Abridgment of the Sejed Committee s ragtns.oii 17, 
Power; That many Inftaocd may be produced wherein the Council have been imrnedixtely ad- 
drefled, Orders conveyed, to them, and Cenfurcs palled on their ContiiMil, when in tad^, the faid 
Orders dfid Cenfures could only be applicable to the Scicd Committee ; and that the Company s 
Letter per Lapwing only conveys their Sentiments at large, and leaves it to the Board and Committee 
to feparate what relates to each Department, according to the Line formerly drawn between them : 
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That it is very improbable that the Company meant to revoke, in Whole or in Part, the Powers 
of the Seleft Committee at Bengal, at a Time when they were cftablifliing flmiUr Committees at 
their other Prcfidencics •, and when they had, by their laft Eotters, exprcfsly cdAitnandedThe Sfeleft 
Committee to afljft the Commiflioners : That the Powers of the Selcft Committee rem|i#ii>s they 
were fixed in 1768 •, and that, as before obferved, the Letter per Lapwing implies nothing to the 
contrary : That the Board cannot, without perverting the Meaning of the Company’s Orders, con- 
fider the Plan of Revenues as addrefled to them ^ and that it is not meant, that the Mcafure (hould be 
carried into Kxecuiion, cither by the Council or • Scledl Committee, but by the CommilBoners 
only ', and further, that the Committee ought to remonftratc againft, and warn the Coiincil Of the 
evil Tendency of their late Attempt. 

The Select Committee being unanimous, that the Refoliition of the Council is irregular, and hav. 
ing deliberated on the Nature and Tendency thereof, rcTolve and detdrmine, 

ift. That the Powers of the Selcdl Committee arc prccifc, and that they have not been, diredlly 
or indircftly, altered, revoked, or abridged, either by Expreffion, or by the moft diftant Impli- 
cation. . , 

3d. That in regard to Arguments being drawn from the Stile of the Lapwing's Adviefes to the 
Council, on the Subject of the Revenue, in Prejudice of the Powers of the Scleft Committee, they 
are hafly and inconclufivc ; becaufe it is ufual for the Court of Diredtors to addrefs the Committee 
through the Channel of the Board, without any Intention to diminifh the Power of the Scledt Com- 
mittee, leaving to the Council and faid Committee, to regulate and feparatc what belongs to each’ 
Department. 

That the Council themfelves have always put fuch Conftrudlion on the Company’s Orders, and 
fcledled, and fent to the Committee, fuch Paragraphs as peculiarly relate to their Departmerrt. 

4th. That the very Exigence of the Selcdb Committee is affcclecl by this Motion of the Council i 
becaufe the Queftion of the Committee’s Right niay be applied to all political Tranfadlions what- 
ever. 

5th, That the Orders refpedting the Reformation in queftion, do neither regard the Council, nor 
the Scledl Committee j but the Commiflioners only ; And fliould they never arrive, it^fts with 
the Scledk Committee alone to execute thofe Orders : 

6th. That it is contrary to all Form and Rule to fuppofe, that the Court could intend an Abridgment 
of the Seledt Committee’s Powers, and leave their Sentiments, on a Subjeft fo delicate and im- 
portant, to be collcdled from loofe unconnedted Hints, fcattered up and down in their Letter, withi 
out exprcfsly declaring their Plcafurc concerning it i 

7th. That the Scledl Committee is not amenablfe ta the Council : 

, 8th. Nor can they concede to the Council any. of the Powers mentioned ' in thoft Letrers,' which 
veft them in the Seledf Committee t iut tbty dethre, tbaf thg vtiU upheld and mainfaik tbt not- 
withjlanding any Proceedings of the Board to the contrary, 

Mr. Harwell is of Opinion, that the Sulyedf to be confidered is not the Powers of the Selcdb Com- 
miitce, but how far Individuals are rcfponuble for thcExetbtjob of Orders, tranfmitted by the Court 
of Diredtors to the whole Body of the Council ; and in what Degree the Court may deem the Mem- 
bers of Council refponfible, ftiould they acquiefee in art Authority,. afltimcd by theSeledbCon^mittee, 
to debate upon the Propriety of enforcing, or not enforcing, the Company’s Orders: 

I’hat it is abfurd to fuppofe the Court would ilTue Orders of the greateft Moment c6 the Council at 
large, if fuch Orders were to be executed by the Selcdt Committee alone : •’ 

That the Intentions of the Company, by the Mcafure in queftion, appear too ftrongly pointed out 
to be miftaken by the Board : He concludes with afletng. Who is to execute the Court’s Orders, fent 
to their Governor and Council ? Upon which, 

I’hc Prefident propofes a previous Queftion ; viz. 

Whether, after the Proteft of the Seledl Committee againft the Council, the Board ftiall enter 
upon the Subjedl at all ? 

Mr. Harwell gives it as his Opinion, That the Proteft of the Seledt Committee cannot afftdl the 
Deliberations of the Board. 

Mr. Reed is of Opinion, That it was unanmovfiy agreed at their laft Meeting, to take the Mat- 
ter into their Confideration j therefore, he conceives that the Prefident only means tb caution the 
Board not to attempt to pafs the Line drawn by the Company 1 and he defires it may be underftobd, 
that it is far from his Wifli to intrude on the Province of the Seledf Committee > all he requefts rs* 
to take the Sentiments of the Board upon the Intentions of the Court of Direflors. Tefpe&ing the 
Powers vefted in the Council by the late Orders addrefled to the Governor and Council/ 

Mr. RulTcll anfwers, Thai Mr. Reed is miftaken : That the Board was not unamiHoutna their late 
Rclblution. To which Mr. Reed replies. That there appeared no Diflfent thecefroin at that Time % 
which is the true State of the Cafe. 

Meflra, Hare, Jekyli, and Lane, concur with MeflTrs. Barwell and Reed, that the Proteft of 
the Sclecl Committee ought not to impede the Deliberations of the Council. 

Agreed, by the Majority, That the Subjeft be debated. 


Mr. RulTellexprefsIy contradicts hit own Words, in Page 62 ; and owns, tbei tht Msa/urt fitnU te carried intt Saetniiin 

by the Sc/fCi Cmmuttt, _ 

But 
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L j r-ivjaieiby any luccecdtng Letters to tHc Gbvcrnor «nd Councrf ? . , i . , . 

Mr ErwSlfs of OfliDjon, That the (^ipft'wn of the Prefidejnt U fijrejgn to the Su^eft -, and 
K ’ the PoWrs of the Sekft Committee, be they what they may, cannpt fitbvert thb Company ^ 

"^Orders addreffed immediately to their Governor and Coiinerl., 

' Mr Laiie.it qf Qpthiob, Comnuitce’s Ppwerii.^ bb^rep^ 

Mr* Tekylitsa^fo ^.Opinion, They are not repealed.! , , . . « . 

Mr’ Hare bel?»?fic W rcpcaitd.y but thyCtt can be no Argument againft the Board t 

rcifma the Powers vettM In theni by the Cbrapatqr/a, Order?. e ^ w \a p««». 

m! !?eed fays. That although the Seleft Committee’s Orders do not appear formally repededj '’-i* **» 
^etlf fX^MJo^twds former Orders, he is of Opinion the latter Ihould be adhered 


[ 0 . 


Mr Floyer is of Opinion, iThey are not repealed ; and thalt no fubfeqvient Orders received, can 

'^Mr/Ruffeft dcctefstv-XW 

The Prcfidcnt coac'urs with Meurs. Floyer and RufSt^ 

sr brA.« » <.«f 0 . po«« of .ho 

“'ltwW.'«”»Mc;S;ro'’fT'BoJrdte by, .ho Coon of Dl- 

to the Governor ^d GouncU ? or ih wW rcj^Tienfible, for acquicfcing in an Amho- 

riijTfl'm^ed by XltSi eommittcc.'to debate"^ theW'^y of enforcing, or not enforcing, 

‘‘'M^'^R^^rfl’a' Ooinion U. That Otderi from Makers to Servants imply an Expeftation of Obc- 
Company. . , »# t> ji 

& a Ori^. Mflid « >U o«( 

Qpimm h ^ ®‘*"**“” 

which are not particularly ^drelTed to, tM#^ F® 2 ^mkfc , «id that Inattention to Orders of 
Mr. Reed’s Opinion ‘®* Board thc (cvCrcft Difpleaforc 

& great Impottance 4 * ,ihf .Sw^ct t® MC 9 ***s W®” 

of their Employers. , «ii ^ .e rfU rj^nMil is only tcfpotifible for the Execution 

Mr. Fk>)»t?a.Opip«>AW» Jf-ha^ A ^ |,j|l iJepartment j and that 

of fuch Orders as are ^nmd out by whicMrc within the LinC 

it is the Dutjtiof/^,wttid*; .^fiSiiaw 1 768. ■ Paragraphs ,o and 10. 

prefetibed bjr rte •' btibg cuSomary for .ht 

Mr. RnaeKOC^iMfl. T!« W ,hich, nermhaWs. fall iir^ 

Mr“‘cS*r'J^iS'l: nfS-Sit rifponObte for Ordar. .hiah h.,a no Rafcranaa .0 r... ... 

cddrejftd te tbf Gmerntr and Council. 

Mr, Barwell propofeth a Second; QueniOlM . ' ^ im,- nredie and oofitive Orders, of the 

Vfh«ltenfUM(«ot \ nann n p. the Seleft Committee alone 

Ihooldeite^atftrtlKrft K^^c**, the - Company would iflue Orders to their 

their P0«ctda^.4»bcy^tikkM^m^^^ 

Mr. Lane agrees with Mr. Barwell. of nircaors in their Letters, have Refpea to the 

Mr. Jekyll’s Opinion w, T^t ^ th-irOtdm tothofe, by whom they exp^ them 

iifereml)«p«ilrti«ia4''«nd. f 


tt/t J^ 


P«|« J 4 * 


to be executed. 


. Doubt 


Mr,«-d.O™o. Ja; m..t.l*OM^of.<l»Cow<of DUaftoraaraMocka. ro admi. 

by wli«fe'tli!^i&wld .be^rtied«iV>E«cutto^ „-rt;r.ilar Orders in queftion would have been 
Mr. Reed cannot conceive. That the full E imoortant Subjeils, if the Council were not 
fertt %y ihe'^Simpithy 'W thq Councdj oiyh^ that the Court of Direftors have not 

intended 

at all addreffed the Sekft Committee on that Occalion. , Bo„d. , ^ 

lyir.PIbycrbflry refers to his former O^nion, id w y ^ Board, that the Court t 

Mf. RiSren Thinks the Queftion is anfwcrcd by the Determinatio 

Orders to the StUH Committee ftand unrtpeakd. Mr. 

Sel, Com. Rep. V. ^ 


f’igt %ti 


H 
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Mr. Cartier refers to Examples, wherein the Comparty reply, in tbeif General' iters', fo futi, 
Tranfaftions as rerpe(fl the Seleft Coitunlttee ohly^ and fees no Contradi<SHon in nmlerft'anding the 
prefent Orders in that Light. ' ^ 

The Opinion of Majority being. That all Orders addrefled to the Board •^ihould be executed b - 
the Governor and Council ■, ’ 

A Third Queftion was propofed by Mr. Barwejl ; •, 

Whether the Board oUght to aft conformably to what appears to be the Intention pf the Company > 
which Intention, he obferves, is too ftrongly pointed out for the Board to iniftake it. 

Mr. Barwcll is of Opinion, That it is the Duty of the Board to fulfil the Company's Expeftations, 
and not to objeft againll the Mode by, which they are exprefied. ’ 

Mr. Lane concurs with Mr. Barwcll i and 

Mr. JckyJl docs the fame 1 unlcfs, from a thorough Conviftion, the Board Ihould be fatisfied, 
that a Deviation from what appears to be the Company’s Intentions, wt>ul<I be more. fo> the Com- 
pany’s intereft. ■ 

Mr. Hare is of Opinion, that the Board ought to pay a (|rift Regard to what appears the In- 
tention of the Company, and to aft as near to the Spirit of their Commands aspoilible. 

Mr. Reed agrees in Opinion with Mr. Jckyll. 

Mr. Floyer does not think the Board jullificd in putting their own Conftruftions on any Part of the 
Company’s Letters, when po/ttive Orders are oppefed theretc *. , " 

Mr. Ruflell is of Opinion, that the Council ought to confine themielves to the Company’s Pefitive 
Orders f, and not exceed tlic Line drawn in January 1768, , , 

1 he Prefident is of Mr. Ruflell’i Opinion, . _ ; 

Upon a Colieftion of Voices, the Ma) 0 ^ W of Opinion, That the Board ought to aft agreeably 
to wliat appears to be the Intention of the (^mpahy. 

Whereupon a Fourth Qiicftion is immediately pyt ; viz. 

Who is to execute the Company’s Orders to theii* Govempf and Cponcij ? 

Mr., Barwcll’s Opinion — The Governior and Cobncili ' ■ ;J;. 

Mr.' Lane’s— The Governor dnd Cdurtcit. • - ; . 

Mr. Jckyll — "1 he IVrlons to whom the Orders are addrelTed. 

< Mr. Reed— The Governor and Council, in all Cafes vyherf they are not exprefsiy referred to any 
other Department. • j ■. . . 

Mr. floyer is of Opinion, That the .Court of Direft^rs have anticipated an Anfwer to that t^eftion, 
by appointing a Council and CommittW to ^fortn the Duties of ’their Several DepartmMts. 

Mr. Barwcll wilbes Mr. Floyer woul^be hiojrefbH aii^ «bUcS:- » 

The Board deem Mr. Fl 6 yePs Anlwier fufficrot. ' - ' 

Mr, Ruflell is of Opinion,' that fuch Orders as itlafe to tne Board -Ihould be executed by the 
Council } and that the fame Rule ihoult^ be obfcrvjed By thp Seleft Committee. 

Mr. Cartier is of Mr. Ri^ll’s Opinion ; ana ml fife M Cbnduft be the Line which was 
drawn in January b'y tfte' Cdurt df . 'i ' 

M I . Bar wcl I objefts to thefe Opinions, aHhfiBfifcftmi!; "Ifetd ptfe (Jittftly u> the Queftion :• 

The Board over-rule' Mr; Bat^ell's p|^fti<}!^‘^hi}d(Jtti 4 f ^ Attfwerf fuffi 6 ient. - ■ - 
7 'hc Majority agree. That thtfC^fetpahy^s Ohiers 'tB fife Dbveraor and Council ought to beexccuted 
by that Board, ' 

Whereupon Mr. Barwcll propofeth k Fifth (^(peBlon. ,1, ^ " >' 

Whether, upon the fupcryifingFdw^r being wuHcIralirn -from the Seleft Committee, Itbeabolifhed, 
or conferred on the Governor andCbuncil ? ' 

Mr. Barwcll is of Opinion, That of Necclfity a ger«ral/upervifing Power rtwft esdft- in the Govern- 
ment ^ and that being withdrawn 'from the Seleft C^ommitteei it devolves again ' on the- Board of 
Courfe. > ■ ’■ 

Mcflrs. Lane, Jekyll, Hare, and Reed, concur with Mr! $tnkdl‘. ' ■ '• 

Mr. Floyer is of Opinion^ that a general fuperinteridit^ Power being 'withdrawn the Com- 
mittee by the Court of Dircftort, is not veiled in’ the is it intended by life Court of 

Direflors to cxifl at all ; but that each Department enjo^ itSOWQ particular fuperintendtog Power. 

Mr. Ruflell is of Opinion, that the Board has a fuperifttftipiM ^Power in aU Thingi^> eifcepting 
thofe relative to the Sdeft Commitife i who arc in all Mattedr relative to their own Departtnenr, 
eniirely independent of the Council, except in Cafes where thb Committee is ^refted to obtain the 
Council’s Approval. . ' 

The Prefident concvirs with Mr. Floyer. ' ■ 

The Majority are of Opinion, that Ss' the general fopeiw^g Power is wkhdravim from the Coro- 
mittee, it becomes veiled in the Council of courfe. 

Mr. Reed jiropofeth a Qiiefllbh— Whether it doth not appear to. be tlfe Meaning of the Court of 
Dirtfto'rs, that the Comptrollers of the Dewannee Revenues be appointed by, and continue under, the 
Direftions of the Goverhor ahd Council f 

Mr. Barwcll is of Opinion, That the Orders per Lapwing arc too explicit to be nuftaken s ^ 
Comotiitee of Revenue be appointedy and that they be tender the DirtSiens of the Board a$ . largo. i 

.• It ii not eafy to conceive what Mr. Floyer’a Meaning c«n be in tbe. Bxpreflion ; becanfe, if taken jiterally. 
Company’s pefitivt Orders aie in duett Oppolitioa to Mr. Flcyer’i avowed Sentiment.-, repeatedly exprellcd U the Courfe 
of this Debate. 

t The I'tmc Obfervation occurj alfo on Mr. Ruflell*! ufing the fame Words. 

0 Mr. 
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Mr. Lane’s. Opinion is, That by the Tenor of the Lapwing’s Letter, it is intended, that the Ap* item Colt, 
pointenents and TranfaAions relative to the Dewaniteo Revenue, ihould be through the Channel of the 
Governor and Council. 

Me/frs. Jekyll and Hare concur with Mr. Barwell. 

Mr. Reed is of Opinion, That the Company’s Commands are fo exprefs and clear, that they arc 
noteafily to be mifunderdoodi and that it is thereby intended^ that the Comptrollers of the Dewannec 
Revenue fhould be appointed by the Board, and continue under its Direction. 

Mr. Floyer is of Opinion, that the Company’s Intention was to veil a foie Power in the Coinmif- 
fioners, to appoint Comptrollers of the Revenue, and to adopt a new Plan for the Management of 
the Collcftions : That in cafe the Commiffloners ihould not arrive, the Cpnfideration of the Court 
of Direftors Plan would devolve upon the Seled Committee i and that if the SeltS Committee jbouU 
deem Councils of Rmtnue at Moorjhedabad and at Patna nectffary^ the Appointment of Perfons to com- 
pofe ihofe Boards of iRc venue, ihould be made by the Governor and Council. 

Mr. RuflcH’s Opinion is, that if the Council of Revenue ftould be immediately under the Board 
at large, it would ilbnex the Revenue Branch to the Council’s Department ; and that Inch a Regula- 
tion would be contrary to thofc Orders which conftitute the Committee : And as the Board have de- 
termined that thofe Orders, which give Power to the Committee, are not repealed j foch Determina- 
tion of the Board is iif itfclf an Anfwer to the Queftion; 

Mr. Cartier concurs with Mr, RulTcll. 

The Majority are of Opinion, that it is the Meaning, of the Court of Direftors, that the Go- f.iea'*. 

vernor and Council do execute their Orders, relative to the Appointment of Comptrollers to the 
Dewannee Revenues, and that fuch Comptrollers be under the Direftion of the Governor and Council. 

Mr. Barwell fubroits another Queftion to tlie Board j viz. 

■Whether the Sentiments of the Majority are to be adopted, and the Minority to comply therewith ? 

Mr. Barwell is of Opinion, that Government- cannot exill if the Minority be permitted, at Pleafure, 
to comptrol the Sentiments of the Majority, 

Meffrs^^Hare, Lane, and Reed, concur with Mr. Barwell. 

Mr. Jekyll alfo, provided the Sentiments of the Majority be not repugnant to the Orders of the 
Court of Direftors. ^ 

Mr. Floyer’s Opinion is, That the Majority of Voices irt the Council fhould direA the Operations 
of Government, w far only as fuch Operations come under their Department j but that fuch Majority 
ought not in the leaft to. inifta<|n<e the Committee, whilft they confine themfelves within the Litre 
preferibfid by the Court of Dirtfftors. 

Mr. Ruffell declares, That a Majority miifl fvey .jni all Matters which come under the CounciFs v.g4 4>' 
Department. . 

The Prefident is of Opinionj that the Power of the GounfCil refpefts the Difburfements of Money 
upon extraordinary Emergencies, and the Approval or Ratification of Treaties : That all other 
Proceedings of ihe Committee are foreign to tjhe Council, and hid*^ before the Council rather for 
their Information than their Comptrol. 

The Voices being collefted, the Ms^wity are of Opinion, That all Matters fubmitted to the Judg- 
ment of the Board, are to be determined by a Majority of Voices. 

The Orders of the Court of Direflors, upon which has arifen fo great an Altercation between the 
Members of th6,C9“0«‘l ^od Seka Committee at Bengal, were tranfmitted in a General Letter to the 
Governor and Council j and the Lapwing Snow was bought on Purpofe, and difpatched Exprefs, that 
no Titne misht be loft in conveying the laid Oilers to that Prcfidency t and there was not any Letter 
,at all fent per that Conveyance to the Sele'ft Committee. . , r j • * 

The Parawaphs, which are more immediately, conneacd with the Subjcfl contain thefe Words j viz. 

“ Par. 15. A Plan of Reformation, of fo cxtcnfivc a Nature, cannot be effefted by One Man if it 
muft be the eonftant. Attention of many i and for this Purpofe, we have refolvcd to ettablHh a Com- 
mittee, Ibme of our ableft Servants, for tbeManagement of the Dewannec Revenues at Muxadavad, 

for the. fiiepgal Province, and at Patna for that of Bahar. r v r» 

“ 1 6. , the Gentlemen to be fo appointed lhall be Comptrollers for the Management of the De- 
wannee Revenues, under your Direaton i and they are to have fo many other of our J onior Covenantctl 
Servants, for Affiftamis, ^ from, Time to Time may be found neceffary to be fent into the levcral I ro- 
vinccs I to correft Abufes, and maintain the intended Reformation- 

“ 17. The Objefk 'of this Council tpuft firft, to.ipform thcmfelvcs of the real State of the 
Colleaions in every Part j that is to fay,' what Rents are at this Time adually paid by thelcnantt, 
and what was paid formerly ? What is the Nature of the Cultivation, and what the chief Produce 
of each Diftria | and whetfici'ii in tbit Refpea, there feems a Profpea ot Improvement. TJey arc 
next toiioform themfelves of the Amount of the Charges of Colleflion for tome Years pall, in as 
particular a Manner as pofliblei and you arc then to judge how many of the A u mils, and ot er 
Officers, amops whom thofe immenfe Sums have been, divided, may be fpared. This Saving, as far 
as it can reafonably be carried, at the fame Time that it will be a Profit to Company in Point 0 
Revenue, will likewife be a Relief to the Tenant-, for it carmot be doubted, but that thefe numcroiw 
Inftruments of Poucr lay the Inhabitants under Contribution, in various fecrct Ways, over and above 
^hai appears upon the Face of Accounts. 

* Coaiparc thc/c with Par. 5* 6, 131 to 20# 
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{ lookiit^ redwf laiwe P 4 ' 6 W««wii'olf die fetttre* lh« 

Offences which have already paflW 4 mid which, ii notjuftified, are at kaft oraoh' pamiidi hjlf df'e 
immemorial Cuftom of the Moorifh GovefnineiN.^ ■ , ‘ ‘ - > * [ ' 

Mr. Reed, in a MiMite, oWe#vw, That 4 lMsiaWvB' quoted Orditt are full, pqfitive, e^;ekpliei«i ; 
That he cannot conceive it was intended by the Cdttrt of that MtfttWU of # grem Ma. 

mCnt (hould be delayed till the Arrival o^■thi#Cofll«ih®klfk^^^ Tiifte |^md!re-waa 

not lb much as fixed when the Lapwing faUed; ^hat it if ill^rbbabk th*6 Court' UiduSa jhavo been 
at the Charge of an Exprefs, t6 convey t6 tbe'GoUemor and- C^heil certiii* Orders^ Whkh t^td’nbc 
be fuppofed to take place before the Arrival oP the ComiWiffiOnert t becaufe, in ca^ thk hfd'b^ 
their Ihtenlion, they might have delivered the Oid^Vs'to the< 5 wrtmW 3 oneii'th«ittSlbei»r <■•4 
That Expefiation or feeing the Commiflionert, bad indtaced hlm-tb tttMin fo 
that Six Months having palkd fince they Were at the Capei and the fte'vMWMf tk and 

in a perplexed and declining State 1 not merely Owing to the Calandties '’drigOg'^oift Waift o| Raih, 
but by the Venality and Mifmanagemen't Of the'Ct 4 kAorf> thrCaw Wit Mw altietedt'iuid.tliie EvHa 
requii^ a fpcedy and effeftual Remedy. . ’ 

That the Appointment of Civil Servants* by the SekA Cotiilflittoe to Po^ ki- ihO Sorvke, with* 
out the Knowledge of the Council, is an unufual Stretch of Power t and coiitd' not' bo^ alarni tfaofe 
Members who were left ignorant of fbch Appointmetit*. ‘ > 

That the Difcontiniiance of a Meafure uftanioAufiy adopted by tlie Council and Sdeft Committee, 
to form a Secret Department, and to lay the ComnAit|te’a ProCeecttngt frOdi Thac co Time be- 
fore the Council for their Approbation and COfiSfUrretiCiei waf alfi) O' IdtHter Of great’ Gdncern to 
himv and therefore, being defirous of feeiAg thf €bNlpsWy*« Expeftatio#* MrlWered refpeding, the 
Dewannee Revenues, and the general Good of the Gouwtry profrioted, he judged it his Ditty to con- 
cur in the Propofal made at the Board the 19th of June. But that as to a Difcuflion of the SCkl% 
Committee’s Powers being a primary ob imreiodiate GbJe^T, he was cbrf 4 o k Was far fr«i|i being in- 
tended by thofe Gentkmen wno now diSbffd' ftom die Gentkmen of the Seteff CormrtKMe in their 
Sentiments upon the above Subjodf, and who promoted the gjoneral Meafure propoled tob<C agh»ed 
attbatThue. ' • ■ ■ 

That the Sekft Committee bad not wsnkd ftk <he Dey Ih Which it Myeed in 

Council to take up the Matter ) bm had fhit ai * SekA Comttikke/ and ptonOuneed the kte 
Refolution of the Council irregular. Thac the Council and Seteft Olidnimtee haii ‘hmetolilre'siMMi- 
fhetf/fy undeiftoedt thac the gdteialibpeKQkiidiftgd^Ov^ Wilfa#twti fWAn the ^eleA CoitMmttee, and 
that it had devolved of courk on the Council Wfs very evident ^ becaufe they had agreed thereupon 
to fofm a Secret f Dfe^nitetlwi tlhe CottO«il,«li<f dawjiikld dm th 8 8 «iea CdmthltWOH‘ ftrO^- 
ings mould, from Time lb be laid before’ Iht Mi Depirtaient, for tfieit GonfideratiOn 
and. Concurrence.^ And thitflflfc A®ilre df the O^basy, 1 *!^ the DeWinhdt Rdvenues in parti- 
cular, were confidered at that Time as cognizabk' by the Sect*<t tkOartthenL appears 'fblly from the 
Condua of the Sel^ ComnUfttk j who i«miwd thdf #U£fi l^ltlperVidng'll^^ the Re- 

venues, together with the Inm-i^oiit|.prepated<^tlk IHtewded Sujckfvlrore, tOdreCdtlH^^ 
for their Determination j and which Supervifors were idlb appointed by the faid Board. That it 
appears very extraordinary, that the Members of the Seka Cbmmittee fl^uld nww lee the Matter in 
a difierent Light i end deterWiinb that the Council eih havthbthi^ iO dO' with the DeWarniee Reve- 
nues, even notwithftanding the ‘©bmptny’s expiefS Ottkfs tranfAiitted to the GcSre*4Krr*ahd Council 
for that Purpofe. , . 

That although the Cdurt of Dtreaors had at Times (igntfied, throtoh the Channel of their Ge- 
neral Letter, their Difpleafurc concerning the Coftdoa ot the Selea Otwhttiiftee, Kiibeen.prin- 
cipally refpeaing Meafures Which had been adopted lyith ^ CuncUrn;nce b^rge. 

Aftd as to its being urged by die Seka Committeb^ that' it had been ’ a eomm<k Praake for the 
Council to tranfmit fuch Extrema from their Letters as might be deemed 
Committee i if this proves any Thing, it muft be, that the Board did not fee ’tWf t^^Wmg’s 
Difpatchcs in that Light, and therefore never tranlMtt^' them tb the CommHt^li but'mat the 
Board's General Letter of Jift January laft, wherein they nfply, tb the LapWthjfs letter in 
queftion, is an abfoKice aWd ftriking Proof, that th^'Wtre Uko ijftSWwSiSsi'’ That the 

Orders received per Lapwing, relative to the Dtwahbtt Reirfit^’’ wore' re MbaWkd im^ 
ExeciAion by the Governor and Council. ’ 

' Mr. Batwell recipitiHatcs tHo (bVetol (^kili «nd RekliRknd'Of the'Bo^J&n^ 
laft Meeting I via. ' ' . ’ ' ' * 

That the Board is repreirenfibk for hbt executing the Compaity^sDr4ret<' ' 

That the Board ought to execute thofe Orders. , , ’ 

Tbht the general fupervifing Power rfcfti with the CouhcB. ’ 

• Vidk Mr.'LofhitigtoR^i <Annlniit«cf"^ kn ilttAkot toMr* CMAittis io 

MrvifoHhip of Hoo^kljri ind to l^cC^ed Mr* 'OimbkiOg Wheo P^ft<beccNMei racuit S^L CMT. stfilli 
tbl. 3 S 2 . Mr. Luihingcon wa» nftcrwardt »ppoiBtcd» or oonfir mtd, jih ihe Sopervifotihip 
Vldk Sedfet Conf. id Auguft 1 77 b. foK kt. 
t V^e Secret Confa iid Aoguil^ 1768 . - 

t Vide Secret Conf. 4 ih September, Page 1410 5 th O^obtr 1769 , Page i;t. 
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That the Inftrufiions per, Lapwitjjg arc explicit. ^ecictConf. 

That a Committee, of |lcyenues is ordered to be appointed, under the Diieaion of the Prcfident Jir' 

and Council. , ^ ■ / * 

That Government cannot cxift, if a Minority may over rule a Majority. 
fbat the Powers of the Select Committee were tut formally revoked. 

As the Gentlemen of the Select Committee have infllled much upon the laft-mcntioned Refolu- 
tion i and alfo, that the faid Committee’s Authority is independent of the Board ; he declares it not 
his Province to difeufs thofe Points, but that the Company muft decide thereupon for themfclves. 

That if he has erred ij^^ his Opinion, it could not be productive of Evil, but tended only to fulfil 
the Company’s Qrtjcrs. ; ‘ , . f \ 

' That the S^ajlon,,9f^C(^le£lioB was far advanced, and the Arrival of the CommifTioners become 

exceedingly pre^aj;lousi_ . ' 

That wh^n, the Council • wrote to the Codrt, and informed them that tliey (hould poftpone the 
Execution of the Plan till further Orders, it was becaUfc the Commiflioners were daily expcfled 
but as nCfir. Seven Moothp had now elapfed fincc the Aurora left the Cape, there was too much 

Reafoo W fevlb© IS 

That if the Board does hot execute the Court’s Planr^ there is no Probability of its being adopted 

at all;- , . 

That the SelcCk Committee, by concurring in the faid Letter of January 31ft, admitted the Pro- 
priety of the Board’s taking the Subjeft into Confideration, though they now declare it foreign from 
the Council’s Department, and an Encroachment upon the independent Authority and exclufive 
Powers of the SelcCl Committee : That the SubjeCt is the fame as it was at that Time, and many of 
the Parties the Tame : That it not being his Intention to attempt a Refutal of the Arguments urged 
by the Seledl: Committee in Support of an independent Authority, but without quclUoning luch an 
Authority to confine himfelf to the Powers delegated to the Council by the Court of Directors, and 
to aCt conformably to what appears to be their Intentions. 

The Board agree to take Mr. Barwell’s Minute into Confideration j but Mr. RulTcl diflents from P>g' 54* 
fuch Refolution. 


1770. 
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Mr. Jekyll obferves. That after what has pafled, he conceives that nothing can occur to impede ^Secret Coor. 
their yielding ready and punctual Obedience to Commands, very explicit in themfclves, and appa- 
rcntly fo very ncceflary to the intereft of the Company, as are the Orders per Lapwing ; but as the 
Meafure has met with Oppofition from the Gentlemen of the ScleCl Committee, he deems it his Duty 
to aflign .his Reafons .for cqncurring fo long in a Delay thereof, and for now urging its immediate 

Execution. ^ r i ^ » t 

That when the Board ^dvifed th^ Court they (hould poftponc the Plan till further Orders, they 
hoped the Supervifdrs' already fc'nt out would in feme Degree have anfwcred the propofed Benefits j 
but that their Appointment had only ferved to confirm him in his Opinion of the NeccfTity of an 
early Adoption of the Plan tranfmitted by the Court of Directors : That the Safety of the Com- 
miflloncrs is now beconfic exceedingly uncertain \ and even (hould they arrive, he deems the Court s 
Orders per Lapwing fo full, that he believes little more could be added by the faid Commiflioners on 

that^Point.^ Year advanced, if the Plan be further delayed, no Advantages could be 

cxpeClcd therefrom in the Courfe of the prefent Seafon. 

'I'hac the Gentlemen of SelcCt Committee have given fufficient Reafon to doubt of their Acqui- 
tfcencc in the propofed Syftem at all. He further obferves, that although the SeleCt Committee have 
aflerted an independent Authority, he docs not think them warranted in fome of their 1 roceedings •, 
and particularly, he believes them not authorized to appoint Servants to Employments without the 
Knowledge and Concurrence of the Board *, nor can he luppofc they have any independent Right, as 
hath been pretended, to the Di(burfemcnts of Money, unlcls in Cafes of Emergency. 

I’hat he means to contend for Authority no further than as it refpedls the Execution of the Com- 

^^Thaufe'eanTOtTut regard Protefts againft ihc Liberty of difeufling Meafures at the Council 

Board as altogether unprecedented, and as carrying an undue Air of Intimidation. 

That the Motive for propofing a Confultation to be held in Council, was Rclpe^ to the Company s 
Orders, and not folely to difcufs the Selcft Committee’s Powers, as had been alledged by the Gen- 
tlemen who compofe that Committee. 

That it appears to him, that the Majority of the Members of Council have always difavowed 
fuch a Sentiment •, and he does now, on his own Behalf, formally difavow fuch Intention. 

That he only concurs in fupporting fuch an Authority as is ncceflary to enable the Council to 
execute thofe of the Company’s Orders, for which he deems the Board ref] onfiblc. 

'I'hat the Reprehenfion of the Board for the Sclcft Commiaee’s Condud implies, that the Court 
of Dirtaors do not, by any Means, deem the Sclcd Co.mmittee independent of the Council, but 

' That 'the Seka^Cbmmittec muft have been of the fame Opinion, when they themfclves moved for 
the Etlablilhment of a Secret Department j before which Department it was propcled that the Sclca 
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Secret Cnnf, CbiTimittce’s Proceedings (houl^ be regularly laid, for tlieir Awroblftidn dr dtherWifir,- and which 
had, till of late, been fhe Prafticc of ffie Two Departmelifs. That in the Letter per LapW^ng, the 
Governor and Council were directed to adopt a parficular Mode for regulating the Dewannee Rdremies, 
which was to be under their own Controul. * . . ' 

That the Governor and Council mtift have vfcv?ed‘thiMa««*f te that Light, when they fttbferibed, 
in their Secret Department, to the Reply made to the CotitPs Orders upon the Subjeft. 

I'hat Mr. Reed’s Sentiments, before expreffed, being perfcftly Conlohaht with his owh, he avoids 
a Kepciition of what has been delivered to the Board oy Mr. Kfced. _ 

Mr. Hare agrees with Mr. Reed; and Furtficr Obfttrtt, oft the rtetideAft MihUte, that as (he 
Council and Committee draw their Conclufions and Pretenfiona from one and the fitme Atathdrity, 
they may poflibly both be in fomc Rerpe^ls erroneous: That If thfc Bbard is In to' Error, it in 
fulti ling the Company’s Commands i but that the Sclcft Committee’s Error, if iUeh it'ftbnld ptoVe, 
is, in aiming at an independent Authority, to judge Whether it be ptbpf r tO Obl^ the Company’s 
Commands or not, ^ ^ * 

In confequcnce of Mr. Barwcll’s Minutes, toother QuefttOn is propOied tO me Botod { vie. 

'W hether the Company’s Intentions, of having Councils of Controul at MtOlai^biid and at Patna, 
fhall take place ? ' 

Mr. Bar well is of Opinion, That the Company’s Intentions (hould take place. AlelTrs. Reed, 
Hare, and Jekyll, concur with Mr. Barwell. 

Mr. Floyer is of Opinion, That the Council of Controul are intended 10 be appointed by the 
Commiflioners only i and that, in cafe of Accident happening to them, the Plan already * adopttd 
by the SclcA Committee ihould continue in force tin the Orders Ox tht Court of Direfbors be 
known. 

Mr. Ruflcll thinks the Subjeft in Debate does hot come properly before the Council > but gives 
it as his Opinion, that the Company’s Intention Ihould take place, and that the Meafures Ihould be 
adopted by the Sclent Committee. 

Mr. Cartier is of Opinion, That the Meafure ought not to be adopted without more ample In- 
ftru6tions from the Company. 

The Majority being for the Queftion % 

MelTrs, Beecher, Reed, Lauretl, and Graham, are appointed a Commhfee of Revenues at 
Muxadabad i and MclTra. Alexander, Vanlittart, and Talk, are appointed to the like Office at 
Patna. 

Whereupon the Prefident again urges, as a Reafon for ftirpending the above Appointments, 
That the Plan in qutjlicn is intended to he carried into Exeedtion hy thi ‘CommiJJitntrs : Tliat ihofc Commif- 
lioners being furniflied with ample Inftru6tion^, may either approve the Plan .propofed, or adopt any 
other that may appear more advantageous : That, in the Courfe of the Year, the Council may be 
ordered to open the Commiffioners lnftrU£tions t without whidi, they may wander from the chief 
Dcftgn of the Company ; That the deep Diftrefr of the Country, and an enapty TreaAiry, together 
with the improper Workit% of Imagination In the Natives upon every important Change of 
Syftem, render the prefent an improper Time to try the Experiment : That though he does nos 
think the Meafure in itfelf dangerous, he thinks it ill-timed : That Three 'Months fooner, or 
Three Months later, would be more proper •, becaufe, as the Colledions were then juft com- 
mencing, it might poflTibly prUVe a Means of checking them : And that no Alteration ought to 
be made for Two Months at leaft. 

scuct conr. The refpeftive Councils of Controul were thereupon ordered to hold themfelves in "Readinefs to 
•3‘h >770. take Charge of their feveral Appointments, ly the Firft qf September enfuing \ of which the 

*** 67! Rcfident at the Durbar was alfo advifed. 

Secret c<nf. Dtafi of Inftruflions being prCparcd for the Council of ControUl, and or^red to remain for 
Confidtration •, 

Mr. Floyer dilTcnts from that Refolution j and gives it as his Opinion, That. all Orders and In* 
ftruftions of that Nature Ihould proceed from -the Seleft Committee, they being alone refponfiblc for 
all Matters relative to the Dewannee Revenue. ^ 

Mr. RulTell alfo diflents, for the like Reafons. 

The f Council have complained, in their Secret Letter, that the Proceedings Of the Seleft Com- 
mittee are not laid before the Board, for the Approval of the Council, as in Times paft, hut for 
their Information only. 

'I’he Circumftance adverted to, and which feerns to have given Rife to the above Complaint, ap* 
^ars not very accurately reprefented by the Council in their Letter to the Court of Directors. 

The Fad is this •, the Selcft Committee having laid their Proceedings Of the pth and 21ft June 
before the Council j and the Prefident having declared, that a Part thereof were for the Approba- 
tion of the Council, and the Remainder for their Information only, it appears, that the Subjed of the 
Proceedings of the Seled Committee, which were fubmitted to the Council for their Approbation, 

* Mr. Barwell notes here, that the Meafure* fatd to be adopted by the SeleA Committee, were only rtetmmtnded^f 
Scicft Committee to the Council ; but that it wa« ajtftedhy the Council at large, 
t Secret Letter from, Utb Sept. 1770, Par. ao. 
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ere two-fold J The refpedi^ng the Appobtment * of Fo^r P^ftnts tp be Supervifors for the 
R har Province ; and the Second, wa* the Deviation which>they had ma<|fr. 'from the origiriai Flap 
f Sopervifors. The Appointment of the -Foi». Sopcfvifort -j; s^ti^j,V(ards confjrmed By the 
r un^l i" Department. The othei' eiaS oedered to 4y ,by fy ConGd.er|ti)^n. 

'^Vhe only Impropriety rfthe Stieft Con^mittet's Coodua in thjjj Iniiancc'^ feems to Be, in having 
f i^ncr + deferred to lay thofe Matters before the Council, to which the Concv\rrc,nc,c pf tl\at Board 

was dfemed ncceffary. : _ ; . : . 

In Anfwcr to the Dillents of MelTrs. Roffell and Floyer, Mr. Barwell deCfp?, ,»t may be remem- 
bered that neither Mr. RuBeli nor Mr. Floyer had oontepd^ for cxclufive Powers, in order fo 
fulfil 'the ConfeMfs Ordert i but to Judge of<, and to (onirotdt the Compote's Commandi at their 

^^That he hopes the Court of Direftors will not be difpleafed, th?t ihe Syftcm they have lai^ 
flown for regpUting the Dewannee Colledkjons, has been fo long delayed j \^ben they confidcr, th^ 
a Want of Harmony in the Execution of Ordfcts, muft ever greatly emharrafs ihofc who moft wilh 

*°Mr. Floyer airfwcr8,’That althodgh he may unhappily differ in Swdnicnt from a Majority of ‘he 
Board, it lhall never Influence him to counterad *heir Proceedings, nor render him backward in 

The Board having notified the Appointment of Councils of Revenue to Mr. ‘ Becher at the Durbar, 

and Mr. Alexander at Patna. . . n. n . r -i . 

Mr. Becher replies, That fo lohg as his Stay in the Country will permit, hp 0»all not fail to 
promote the Company’s Welfare, and the intereft of the Country, m Con) unAion with the Per- 
Ions appointed to form the intended Council of Controul at Muxad^ad j but lament^ that 
the Gentlemen fo appointed fliould be fo foon recalled from their Employments as Super- 
vifors I and declares hia own Refolution to proceed to Europe by one of the Ships of the prefent 

Mr.* Alexander promifeth entire Obedience to the Council’s Appointments and Commands on this 

^“SSuaions having been prepared by the Board, fqr the Guidance of the Gentlemen appointed to 
be Councils of Controul, and thofe Inltruaions being founded upop, or confonant to the Letter and 
Spirit of the Orders tra^fm.tted by the Court of Direftprs per Lapwfog, there would mam link 
Doubt of the Meafore operating according to the Intentions of the Court, were it no y 

Orders and Refolutions of the Sek6k Committee, which kern but too evidcndy to cla(h with the 
Direftions of the Council } and, if enforced, muft in ail Probability obllyuft, '1 entirely e- 
feat the Ends propofcd to be obtained by the Plan in quefti^. It bccoipcs 
take a View of the Pruceedlngs of the Committee on this Sabjc<a, in their Sclcft 
SeWa ComoMttee having communicated Copies of their Proceedings to Meffis. Becher and Al«ander, 
nhffrv; in IhS Letter to the Court of Direftors, that they cannot avoid remarking, wtib peculiar 
Satisfahion, that their Sentiments are confirmed by their abfent lumbers \ but 

tins iTfSr a partial Reprefcntation of the Cale t for as the Proceedings § of t^ Seleft Committee, 

to judge of the Matter in difpute, without knowMg what Arguments had been, or mtght be g oy 
Council, in Support cf the other Side of the ^eftion. 

Th. Council fnnh., «pmfcn. «, A. Cnnrt of Dir^o,,. f*-' "it £ 

had ^cafioned the Lofs of more than One Third of ‘he Inhabitants b) taminc.^ 

the Living were reduced to the Neceflity “Pon Attention is engaged in 

Zemindars and Farmers amounts to nc« 18 L»cks P * j the fupervifing 

confidering a Plan for the prefent Year s Colleftions. the Revenues, Ihould be gradual, 

Pkn thah himfcVf •. but that Innovations, m the Irriflc a large Dc- 

and tried in a few DiftriAs, before it became general. That Modc^of Colkaions. That the 

duaion from the prefent Year’s Revenues, b/ a total Change m the^^^^^ 

Uncertainty in the Crops, and of Courfc of the Colka^ns for he p c eni le , 

Meceffity of immediate Supplies, occafion him to confldcr ilic latter itr mg j j 

m. th. Zemind.^, AomiU. and Farn,«.. ar. ononUlnE to antcr into Eogagement. for the R.- 
• Selea Commitwe, Conf. Folio 338. 

+ Setret Conf Mi Aoguft, P»ge la. j j council till *4 July. 

J Sclea Committee-* Proceeding, of 9 and * i June, were not 

3 Selea Conf a 8 th June 1770- „ F®j‘« ’i„w ,„o’p.ee 466 I M'l Mi-- Alexander’., p»ge 467. 

•• Vide Mr.BccheP.Anfwer, Selea Conf 19th July 1770. ♦ 
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venue$ of the sopfoathiitg Shlftrt, 'tiwlefs'fheytnay befiq^pofted, aftd to make their jCol- 

Icftions, wiiluuf InttrrufioH from tbt - That? they declare th« Reafpri; wby thdr Balaocci 

are lo larcc, U, becaufe of the UheerWirify of Meafufes to be purfued- , T|'i*atr?he will n,.£ 

advance Money to the Cultivatof i a*td thettfe#* he hequefts to know thc,SeleAQ,?PP)it^ep»s Opinion, 
ittbttbcr thit be a proper ^ime/or tbieimpat^ toyubmtrto fo h'eaiiy a JM>fs, 0S mAiit-M^Hrreyi'by a Sup. 
page of Public Credit. ■■ .j-, ; .. 

That with refpea to the general Plan of Supervifors, there appear but Two Ways of proceeding i;, 
if. The Firlt is, tO'thro^ thtGolleftldns into th<i;Supervifpr’s Hands 1 Second is, .,tjoi to fuffer 
thern to interfere, dtherwife than in Sopportof the! old’jGoJledlors, ; for thej,pretenuYejar. .Apd upon 
the matureft Deliberation, he is of Opinion^ that the latter Schense fbould, be adopted for tite prelent 
Year; but he fubniits the Matter to the Committee •, and declares he will .punflually Obey whatev..r 
Orders he may receive from them. That after a plentiful .Seafon,’ and- upon the Prolpedtof another, 
Experiments may be tried without much Danger. ! - •; 

'I'hai: although he had, in March laft, recommended that,iEpgUlh Ge^tlcipcn Ihould, fettle the Byn- 
dabuft in the kvcral Diftrifts, he did not then forclec ihe Drought which bw fince happen^ noi 
"was die aware of the Alarm it wOold OccafiOn fo.tfie'EemindarS, Who-'appreiwfided. Acir Authority was 
to be curbed by th^ SupcrvlfOrs. ftlc therefore rejieaM.hia Midi, t. that dicy. tray not have the Ma- 
nagemcni of the Revenues till next Year ; and that in the mean Time they may be folly employed 
in encouraging Trade and Cultivation,' indliirobtaining.ft-!bctlei*'K'nowledge.of the, Country, and its 
Capability of Improvement •, all wliich mufl: be of great Ufe, when we come to ft'fp forth as Principals 
in the Government of Bengal, which he prefomes will be foon > but diac,. until we do thi^, the Au- 
thority of the Country Gbvernment fhoold have' its full liiflupnce )•. vfh'tA/ is prevfented, by, the con- 
trolluig Powers vefted in the Siipcrvifors. ' . r 

That although Art and Intrigue may poflibly be at tfft Bpttom'.of the. Zemindars Cpmplaiftfd, jie- 
vcrthelefs he is of Opinion, that young Gentlemen., with little Enperieifce, will not be alplt, to p,ounin:^U 
the OhftruSlions occafioned by the Natives \ and that it would be imprudent to rifle the prcfent.'JUuli it 
might occafion to the Conripany. ' ' M 

That although he difapproves the putting the Colleflions in general into the Hands of the Sgper- 
ivilbrs, he Mviflies the Experiment may be tried in one or two Diftriils 5 where, pcverthelcfs, the, Super. 
' vifor fhould be ihftruftcd to pity proper Regard to the Orders of Mahomed Roza Cawn, whofe; Authority 
fliQuld be fupported whilft he is continued in his prefent Station. That he is happy in having been 
the Inftrument of preventing the Supervifots from proceeding to their DiftriHs in OSobtr lafi ; becaufe 
Experience has fully convinced him, that in cafe they had fo proceeded, the Revenues would Have 
fallen much further in Arrears. Mri Becher alfo' tranfmits a ' Reprefeptation . of Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, who fays, that Perfons decline giving Security for the Collcidions, becayfe;.<hRx Power is di- 
vided. That the Tenants will infinuafe to the Englifh Gentlemen, that they fuffer OpprcfTions, in 
order to avoid paying what is juflly due to the Landlord i ' by which Means the Circar Will be de- 
frauded. 

But nowiihftanding thefe Reprcfcntations, the Scled Committee agree to inform -the RefKlent at 
tlie Durb.ir, that aS the fupervifing Plan was adopted with the utmoft Circumfpe( 5 tion, and upon the 
matureft Deliberation, they cannot think of receding therefrom, more efpevially ,as they confider the 
Condufl of the Zemindars, Aumils, and Shroffs, as the laft Struggle of defperatc Men,' who have 
too long feafted on the Spoils of the Poor : That there is not a Angle pilBcuIty ftarted by the Zemin- 
dars and Aumils, but what arifes from Views of the groffeft Self-intereft. 

The Select Committee having fUlly anfwered all. the Objections of Mr. Becher, andiof Mahomed 
Reza Cawn, and flnewed plainly, that were they to annul the controlling Power qf the. Supervifors, 
they would then only ferve to incrcafe the Company’s Expcnccs, and anfwcr no'good Purpofe at all 
they therefore ftrenuoufly urge the Rcfident at the ijurbar to exert himfclf-, and hPpei .tbat with the 
Alliftance of Mahomed Reza Cawn he will not fail to lucceed in his Endeavours,— Her-, eupoi), 

The Refulent at the Durbar renews the SubjeCt,' and continues to expatiate very largely upon the 
Inconveniences occafioned by the Supervifing Plan-, and declares pofitively* that, <j» the P coting whuh 
the Supervifors are direfled to remain, the Bujinefs of the CoHcHors cannot proceed That the Seltift Com- 
mittee’s lace Anfwer Co his Letter had put an effectual Stop to his fettling a Bupdabuft at the City-, 
that Bufinefs was therefore at a Stand, the Seafon advancing, and the Revenges in a very precarious 
State: That all his Endeavours are ineffectual, to petfuade the Zemindars, Aumils, ,i^nd, Farmers, 
that the Supervifors fliall not impede the Collections, but that,, on the copqai^, they fhall yield 
them all poflible Affiftancc ; That although the Committee apprehend the ; Zemindars Objections 
arife from the grofleft Self intereft, he differs in Opinion, and believes they have the Appearance of 
Reafon on their Side : That the Stoppage of Public Credit ftill continues, and is likely to do fo : 
That the Treafury is at a very low Ebb indeed, anrl the Demands upon it enormous, and the 
ProfpeCts of Satisfaction very diftant. He therefore hopes, that what he has before recommended 
may be adopted, which, he adds, will give a fa r I rial to the Superviflng Plan, without any vet/ 
gieat Rifquc to the Revenues; and that fccuring them for the prefent Year is an ObjeCl of greater 
liiiporcance to the Company than any Advantages which can accrue from all the Supervifors being 
invelled with tlieir controlling Powers One Year fooner. He therefore propofeth, that Five of tiie 
principal Supervifors Ibould firft exercife their Abilities, and evince thereby the Propriety of the 
Flan in (jueftion : That although he allows that the oiliers are piomifi.ng young Men, he cannot 
.think it proper that they ffiould be in vefted in^medi.itely v/ich controlling Pqwer^ -.but that thc.Ze- 
, " mindars. 
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mindars, Aumils, and Farmeri, ftould receive the mod pofuive Affurances, that the faid Supervifors 
(bould not interfci^ during the prefent Year's Collcftions I and ht adds furcheri that he cannot help 

recommending a Farming Syftem, in general, above all others. 

That he apprehends Rigour with the Zemindars, in order to compel them to embrace our Super, 
vifing can anfwer no good Purpofe whatever j but that, in a more plentiful Seafon, they will 

not be able to throw fo many Obftacles in the Way of the intended Plan. 

That in proceeding by Degrees all Things may be accompliftied to our Wilhes » but that, by at- 
tempting the Whole at once, a prefent Lois may be fullained, which our Adairs will not permit, 
and which may probably prejudice the whole Plan : That it refts with the Committee to put the 
great Machine in Motion j for, on the prefent Plan, it will not go : That they mud cither recede in 
Part from what they have already done, or proceed further. 

That his Opinion dands on Record, and it only now remains for him to obey Orders ; which, he 
alTures the Committee, (hall be punctually obferved to the bed of his Judgment. 

The above being duly confidered by the Committee, they Refolve, 

That the Refident’s Arguments and dbjeClions are of fo fcHous a Nature, and have fo much Weighty 
that they are inducetLto acquiefee in his Opinion, and to make Trial of a controlling Power in fu- 
pervifing a few DidriAs only at fird i whereby the Danger, ariftng ftom the introduction of the aeit 
Syftem generally and fuddenly, may be avoided. They alfo 

Agree, that previous to the Dif^iatCh of their Letter to the Rcfidcnt At the Durbar, their Refo- 
lutions be laid before the Council, /or their Information. 

But, at a future Confulcation, the ScleCt Committee depart from this Refolution •, and are of 
Opinion, that although their Intention teas to have laid their Refektions before the Council^ before 
they tftue them in Orders to the Refident at the Durbar, yet they now conftder, that were they to do 
this, whilft the ptefent Altercations fubfid between the Two Boards, it dlignt produce improper 
Delay. And as Mr. Becher reprefents, that fpeedy IndruCtions are abfolutely ne^ effiry, in order to 
prevent great Detriment to the Colledions, they therefore refolve, that the Orilcts of the SclcCt 
Committee be ilTued to Mr. Becher, without further Lofs of Time j which was done ac- 
cordingly. 

The Council obfcrve On this Occafton, that the Court of Directors will learn, from the IndruCtions 
given by the Board to the Council of Revenue, what would have been the Sentiments of the Board, 
had they been Confulted ♦ upon the Propriety of revoking the former Orders and Authority given to 
the Supervifor by the Council f . ^ 

The Council having carried the Point in quedion, and appointed Councils of Controul at Muxa- 
dabad and Patna, according to the Commands of the Court of Directors j the SclcCt Committee de- 
clare it their unahimous Opinion, that the Proceedings of the Council ibould be oppofed with all the 
Authority of the SelcCt Comnlittce •, and tclblve to abide by and uphold their (ird Refolutions j and 
to infid upon the fame implicit Obedience from the Council, when aftfembled, which they now expeCt 
from the Refldetic at rhe Durbar, and the SUpervifor of the Bahar Province. And 

Accordingly the SclcCl Committee inform McflVs. Becher and Alexander, Thkt although the 
Council, in their Secret Department, have proceeded to edablilh the ftid Councils of Revenue at 
Moorlhedabad and at Patna ; yet it has in no RefpeS Jbaken the firf T^ettrminatlon if the SeUB Com- 
mittee i who will cintittke to maintain their Authority, fo f&r 4s their Abilities extend, without Regard to 
any Alls or Prottedii^s of the Cnuntil in Prgudite thertef i and thdt tb^ fiall direH the Council, when 
ajfembled, to fay imimcit Ohedienct t6 the Orders ef the SileH Committie. . 

Mr. ^cher anfwers the SeleCt Committee, That as he hath ever With Cheerfulnefs obeyed their Com'* 
ftiands, fo he afluret them he (hall always continue firm and unifbrm in his Obedience, unlels cort* 
trouled by the Authority of a Superior’s Power.— ‘But it does not . appear that Mr. Alexander Hat fc- 
lurned any Reply whatever to the above Letter and Reqliilltion of the SeleCt Committee. 

JScveral Members of the Council have obferved, that it was thc*»ew» SAfe ^ the SeleS Committeet 
that the Company’s Orders per Lapwing Jbould not be tafried into Execution \ and the Charge feems but 
too fully proved by the Selett Committee’s own Declaration. Their VVords were thefc i that the Ma- 
jofity of Voices had inftltuted Councils of Revenue, in diretf Violation of the legal Powers, and contrdry 

to the Intention of the Selelt Cotnmitue. e -t-l 

This Point being fully and fairly afcertalned, throws a great Light upon the Controverfy. The 
Council, (b far as appears by the Records tranfmitced per Lapwing, have only contended for a Power, 
or PermilQon, to execute the Company’s pofitive Ordefs, in a Cafe where no Latitude whatever had 
been left them to depart therefrom. The Scleft Corttmittce have ventured to Oppole the Proceedings 
of the Council •, and thereby to fruftrate, fo far as in them lay, the Intention Of the Company. _ 

The Seleft Committee have refted almoft the Whole of their Plea uph the Commiflioners being 
appinted to carry the Meafurc into Execution. But this Objeftioh the Council have largely relied 
to, and fully refuted. In the Company’s Inftruflions to the CommilTioncrs, the Mcafure if only ftated 


• It appears, by Seleft Letteri per Prince of Walea, that the Cooncil have again reftored to ihe Supetrifora the PoWen 
which were origieelly delegated to them, 
t Vide Secret Letter from, 8th Septa, 1770* Par. 28. 

I Note upon Par. 7, in Secret Letter froiri the 8th of September 1770* 

SxL. Com. Rif. V. I K 
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to them to ti ddiratte Objeift t the Phfi Itftlf, and t>ireaiom for carryir^lt into Execution 
were tranfmiited to the Govemoi^^alnd Coundl atone, h fedift thercfefiii^tn iTOfCedCbiiclufiah'to 

infer, that the Court of Direftors intended that the ExeeiStiq'n of their Ordcra ptf Ladwfna: 

Gobncils oPCdfitrobl,' ihould be ddiyed pndt the'AtdVal df the faid Goiifbtlffioilds in Be rtp^ 
‘Event, from the Nature of Things; and'the Probianty of'tKeir ^belhg tohg ddatn^' 
in order to finifh the War, and idgutAte the Afiaira of that Preddeiicy, cbiild not be expedi^ foeedit* 
to have Vaken place. , . ... . “‘T 


The Cofitelt has been carried fo far, and urged with lb .much Warmth, that the Minds of both 
Parries feem in no fmall Degree imbittered.*' The "Couniiil' appear detetutined ip^^^ert their Right 
to ifiuc Ordtfrs to the Councils of Coiftroiil t ,ahd the Seleft Committee continue to infill: up'dh an im- 
plicit Regard being, paid. to their Orders. The Council' and cCommittiK' have differed. ciTcntially in 
many of their bpinions, refpefting the Plan and Inftitudon itfelf, and ijic Pciwcfs -ivith which 
Englilh Supervifors fiiould in general bd inverted-, ahd have already inore' than ohce clalhed 
and countcradfed each other. A Spirit of Recrimination feems to have taken place^ Th®,,Selc( 5 k 
Committee complain of Want of Decency and Candopr in-j^bouncil j, but the, Metnbcft pf ’Coun- 
cil 'feefn to have .conduced tKemfelves more candidly' than tf^yr ppj>oneh)», iSKUah Ib^’A^ole of 
this extraordinary Tranfadlion and they have in their Favour this Ar6um«li.;winclyi,/!^e Strug. 
gk'oH ibeit Pari, has bcen'only for Tiberty to.obey .their 'Marte^ts,pofitwe/C^rdctfi ‘;S»hjIft tbc.S^d: 
Committee have no fuch.Reafon to urge In' Favour df their ^ohdudb, in oppofing the Execution cf 
the faid Orders. 


■ i 1**^ • ,1 . 

PAPERS relating to the Difmifllon of;Mpl^s. Cartjyr, Becher,,dfc. ' 

Extradt of the /Company ‘s General Letter to Bengal, dated the lotli April 1771. , 

Par. 1 54. As the prefent advanced Scafon will hot admit of fuch a Detention of bur Ships deftinecj 
for Coaft and Bay as would be requifite for out entering into a minute ^and, deliberate Difquifition of 
the important Points of your late Advices, we Ihall ta}te the faptic into Confideration ^ttr the De- 
parture of the Ships now under Difpatch, and Ihall tfahfmit tp.ydu, by fome' early'Convcyihcc, fuch 
Obfervations and Orders as may appear to us requifite to guide your Condudl ia thc^portMt Affairs 
under your Adminiftration. : ‘ 

155. We however muft here obfcfve, that notwithftanding the critical Circumftanccs of your Pre- 

fidency muft have rendered th<| Exerfipn of your utmoft Abilities, and the firmeft Union in your 
Councils, abfolutely ncceflary 'j and although the createft Circumfp^ion became your Duty, in order 
to preferve that Dignity to yoiir Govepmepf, which alone could ‘procure you a projper Degree of 
Confequericc, both in the Eyes of Friends and Enemies j yet we are ebneerned tq find tharDif- 
putes between our Council ahd Seleft Committee have occafioned an extraordinary. Wafte of 
Time, and anfwcred no lalutary Pucpole whatever. As wc fiiall be more explicit upon'^diis Subjeft 
by another Conveyance, wc do in the mean Time pofifiVely direft, that , all Meafui-cs w^jeh we have 
heretofore recommended tp the Cop^deratiop our Governor aqd Council, ^ .wJA il convenient 
Difpatch, decided lipon ac«iotjd,iijg^9 the Opinjph of thc Mi^ofity of the bouhof^ ^ tM Orders 
conveyed through that Channel bc epforced immcdiatelv, and canted into efi«Ai^'l$^»e^tion and 
particularly that the Appointment pf Councils at Muxadabad and, Patna, for thr^erdManagemeot 
of the Colleftions, as fettled by our Prefidenc and Council in their &c*et D^artmcnt, dtT^inediately 
take place. , . . , ' ' 

156. And in order to prevent Delayed Bufinefs, or Inconvenience to our Affair^ ^by Any Mif- 
apprehenfion of undvic 'AppHcation of the Powers which it is^ our Pleafure Ihould ‘W^vefted in our 
Prefident and CouncU, or Scleit Committee, rcfpcdlively, we havjs ^hooght -piibper,, and hereby 
direft, that our Sclcft Committee do regard thofe OWefls only as peculiar to tlwir lApartment, which 
arc particularly fpccificd in our Letter, dated 2 ad March 1770, Paragra^ 160, t» wlficfi you arc 
hereby referred. And our further Pleafure is, that all other Bufinefs be condu(fted>by our Piiefident 
and Council, in their Public or Secret Department, as the Cafe may require, until a deviation from 
thefe our Orders and Inftryftions may be warranted by our e^refs Authority, and not pthfrwifc. 

162. Confidering the Importance of the Government of Bengal, and being ivfeil Mr^cd of the 
Abilities of Warren Haftings, Efquire, for the due Oifchafge of the Office of GoyernprV we do here- 
by appoint him Second of Council at Fort William, arid to iucceed Mr. Cartier as Prefident and Go- 
yernor of Bengal and we have accordingly direfted Mr. Haftings to proceed to Fort William as 
expedifioufly as poffiblc, to take his Scat in Council at your Prcfidcncy. 


Extraft of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated the 23d March 1770. 

Par. 179. Having taken iitto our moft ferious Confider 4 tio'n the Mhgtiitude had limpbrnnce of the 
Manawment of our Affairs depending on your Civil Eftayiffimcnt j and that^’tlfe Adminiftration 
thereof may be conduced to the grcatelt Advantage the Conrip^y, and the Ptofperity of all wider 
their Proteaion, we have fully inftrufted the Commiffioners to carry the following Refolutions into 
^ecution. That with the Governor, and ejfclufive of the Military ComniapdciwB)t: 4 ^m^ 

• Bengal 
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fientn) M)»nbers, and ni more. That rroiw of the Cooritil be pWroitted to adt 

•8 Oittft biK ftall all Ooilftanttf Wflde itCalcwta i the Refident 

at the Dufber, if that QfBce fliall be filled by a Counfellofr*liid- tlhe 4 t®ilitmy Commander, excepted. 
That 00 ^ wrtimte^ a> thm Ssatiofti but that all Offices 

Mtmiimralf ibe «DiWd 4 And-that-the faid Couocil be formed 
into proper Cointnitwes. that the ContfbuJ,Superintend««jy, and Direftloi of the Company’s Affairs 
Bt the Pfc?fiile^ amJSibofdittaeiss nwy be ftklrfiilly ahd impariially tranfafted, to their greateft Be- 
nefit and Advamagei you muft therefore coilSply with fuch Inftruftions and Direftions as they (hall 
think proper to gtvrrtliki^ ditmo, mttd ypo Qwil reeeive our Orders thtteon. 

,1)0. Befides the roregqi|g Regulations, it is our Pleafure that our Governor of Bengal, Command- 
er in Chief for the Tki^.bciingtj^d Three vSeoi^a ^gibers of oi^r Council, be a Scled Committee, 
with Power to nwfce Kec^ations refpeftiog Pea«;c and War, an^ negociate with the Country Powers ; 
but.||ot finally to tjphcdudir any T»f^, until -tWeTfertws and Conditions of fuch Treaty (hall have been 
firft approved by our Oovernbr dnlff ^ounci). 7 : 116 'Governor fingly ihall corrci^xind with the Country 
Powers;^ but iff liOfid’s, before muft be communicated to the other 

Members of the Sele^^OiAmtftOfi; ^ir ApprObatibn ; and alfo/tll Letters Whhtevet 

4*hich may be rdcc^eiifpjf thcGbjii^fnor,' 7 b^AWWfer tb,-m in rfie Courfe of his Correfpondence, Ihall 
likewife belsdd befoie ihe fi!tl*Scka ComiVtniftie ’for their Inforrhation and' Cbdfidcretioh •, and 'aft 
their Proceedings and Comflpondedbe fiifuft be re|geft9rl)(tdnhed on their Confhhatlbfls, tndient Homfe 
in Duplicate. ' ‘ 


At a Comm^ee of Coi^fpondenc9,‘the ipth April 

The Committee having at feveral Mq^gs taken into vefy mature Condderacioh the Advices 
lately received from Bengal, by ielie LajMng, vdtereby it apj^ars*, that the Company’s Orders to 
the Governor and Council, fefpefikig the eftablilhtng of Councils at Muxadabad, and at Patna, 
for the Purpofes of regulating the Collcflions of the Revenues, afe not carried into Ewcution. 

* • And k alfo appearing, that Six Nfonths hid elapled fince the Governor and Council had been 
in Poffeflion of the faid Orders : I'he Council did not think it confiftent with their Duty, or for iflhe 
Intcreft of the Company, that the Company’s Ordhrs, font exprefs to the Governor and Council per 
Lapwing, Aould bodlonger tielayed, iSrey therefore rcfoivcd, that the fame (hould'-be taken into 
Conliderati^. Upon which it appears that a Difference of Opinion arofc between the Council and 
Selcft Comitittee^ the latter being of Opinion, that the Company’s Orders per Lapwing could 
•only be carried into Execution by the Commiflioners, although exprcfsly direfted to the Governof 
and Council; which Qpirrion appears the more extraordinary, becaule the Governor and Council, 
including the faid SeWSt Coramittce, had, by their Letter dated the aift January lyyo, left no Room 
<0 doBiit, bait that they' then cinanltirwwfly underftood the Company’s Orders, tranfmitted per Lap- 
wing, as paiticularly addrefied to th^ Governor and Council, anu alfo exprefled their Satisfaftion, that 
they had in a great Degree anticipated the faid Orders of the Court of Direflors, upon that im^* 

•portSnt Suhjbft .. . • l 

And it further appears, that the Difference of Cfoinion between 'the Couhen and Committee htt 
operated fo far as to pro^ec a very dangerous Dirbfiion tn the Council at Bengal ; and this at a 
Time when Harmony^ccrtis efpeciaffy neceflary among the Company’s 'Servants, as well to 
forward and accuniplim tke Views of the X^oftipany, refpefting a Reformation in the r^vince, aS 
to fruftrate thole of European or Coimtry Powers, fliould they at any Time entertain holtilc Inten- 
tions towards tke Poffefi^>ns of the Comfxtfiy qn. that Side of India. , _ cf 

And having fully confidered the bad Effefts which have already been the Confequcnce of this un- 
happy and daugcraus. St.tte of the Council of Bengal, and the Evil Tendency it may have to 
weaken Admiuiftration, and render It inadequate to the great Objefts o^ctorm and Regulation, 
which are nqyvibefofetke Governor and Council} the CommHtcc are of CVnion, that the Oppoi- 
tion ofthe Srfcldl; Gontfoktee of ..Bengtl, h*s prevented the Council from cffeftually executing tho 

Company's Orders tranfinitted per Lapwing. . r r l m j i — 

That the Difference between the Council and Sclcft Committee, is of fuch a Nature, and has 
been carried to fo great a Length, that: a •cordial Union is by no Means likely again to take place 

between the Council and Sclcft ComftHttee of -Bengal. 

That for the above Reafons, and w prevent greater Inconveniences to Company s Affairs, t 
is the Opinion of this Committee, that Mr. Bccher no longer remain as a Member ot our Council 
in Bengal ; and that Mr. Claud RuffeU and Mr. Charles Floycr be removed from 
Saint George, and that they take their Ranks in the Stations they would now have held m the Com- 
pany’s Service rcfpeaively,^ in cafe they had remained until this Time without Intcnuption on the 
Fort Saint George Eftablifhment, 

At rC^rt (if DStefton, hdd pn Tuefday the 13d April 1771*.. 

» WCwBilina if CWNliBnSena. to ilidr Miitt^ '9';; ’""“i "S",! 

»ion,lh,t Mr- C|.«dRoHal .!.4,MF..Ch«l(, Wtotot of th« Council .. 
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moved td Fort Saint GeorBe» ind that they take th# Rank in the SuQQM^ han held in 
the Company’s Service r^p^yely» in cafe they hiB remaiocd witl tbn That mibeiii Imcmipdon 
upon the Fott Saint George EftabUfluneot iir , . 

And the Court entering into the Confidcnuion t 





Alenuidir, 


A Letter from the SekA Comndtne at Bea^ydV Mafie< Bechef 
Confuhations of the lyth July waa read. .. . . 

And a Debate of confiderabM LeogjA enfuing thefei^in, it wu, on a Mooon, dBd ^ Q^ion 
|;)cing put) 

Refolved, That the further CooBdemtion thereof be poftponed till To-morroi^ 


At a Court of DlrcAoili, m Wednefilay the a4th April 177 1 

The Court refutning the Confidcratfeo 0 ^ the Mimnei of the Com^tee of Cdric&^en^ad 
Yeftcrday, refpeAing ^ Removal of Ale0i. RuSUI and Ployer from Bengal to Fm Sdot Gmge t 
and Recourfe being had go the Advioet i«^|%ed linNii Ragal By the Lapviog, U wm, dUer very 
mature Dcliberarioo* and on the Qpeffimu ^ Ballot, 

Refolved. That Mr. Chwd Rt|»tt and Mr. Chartoflfljfir be ipwr^ Bim Benml to Fort Saiot 
George, and that diey take their Rank in the $eam tm lyoowhavd held in ^ Company’s Ser. 
vice refpeAively,# cafe they bad rMaed.itoA Jdi upon^ the Fort 

Saint George Ev^iSiaamt. That Mr. Bcdfer be leR out«f the Council. 


Extrafb of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dUnl the 35th April 1771. 


Par. r. Since clofing our Letter of the tOih Inftatlt, ha^ii^ fully confidered the Condua 
of our Governor and Council and Setfft Oximiittee at Bengal i^jd we entirely difapprove the Op- 
pofltion given by our SeteA Committee to a Meafure whidi was polittvely ordered by the Court of 
Dtreaors % and far the fpeedy Accomplilhmene wheredf the Lapwing Packet was dtfpatched Exprefis 
to your Prefldency. 

3. And as fo alarming a Difunion amongft our Servants may be attended with Confequences of a 
very ferious Nature, we cannot omit the prefent Of^XHtunity of teftifying OjU Diipi<|l'ure againft 
thofe Perfons who have oppofed the Execution of our Orders. ■ ^ ’ 

3. It is therefore our Plealure, and we do hereby direA, that Mr. Becher be difmtfBd from our 

Council at Bengal , and that Mr. , Claud RuOell and Mr. Charles Picker be immediately removed 
from our Service in Bengal, and that they do return to Madras with all convenient Difpaccht 
where they are to wke Rank in thofe Stations which they would now have held in the Company’s 
Service refpcAivelv, in cafe they had remaine(| until this TimstVwitbout Interruption on the Fort 
Saint George EBablilhment. ,g, 

4. By the beforegoing Removal of Mr. Bechelf from the Council, and gf MelTrs. Ruffell and Floyer 
to their refpeAive Stations upon the Fort Saint George EftabliOlment, and the Appointment of Mr. 
Haftings (by our Letter of the loth Inftant) to fucceed Mr. Cartier at your Prefldency 1 and having 
likewife re-admitted Meflfs. Rumbold and pacres into our Service, it beprnes. neceflary to make 
a new Arrangement of our Council. We therefore direfl, that, upon the Receipt hereof, it be rom- 
pofed of the following Gentlemen, notwithftanding our Orders ot the 33d March 1770, for limit- 
ing thcNutnberof Council to Nine Members, excTufive of the Commander in Chief : 


John Cartier, Elquire 
Warren Haftings, Elquire 


Brigadier General Sir Robert Barker, 

Mr. James Alexander — — . 

Thomas Rumbold 
Samuel Middleton — 

William Alderfey — 

Thomas Kelfall — — 

John Reed •— — 

Francis Hare — 

Jofeph Jekyll — - — - 

Philip Milner Dacres — - 

Thomiu Lane ~ — 

Richard Barwell — 


Prefident and Governor. 

Second, and to fucceed to the Government 
in cafe of the Death or coming away of 
Mr. Cartier. 

Third (or the Commander in Chief for the 
Time being) but not to rife higher. 
Fourth. 

Fifth. 

Sixth. ^ 

Seventh, ' ' 

Eighth. 

Ninth. 

Tenth. 

Eleventh. 

Twelfth. 

Thirteenth. 

Fourteenth, and laft of Council. 


5. And we do hereby further appoint, that our Governor <rfBen||], the Commander in Chief for 
the Time being, ttid the Threb.Senior Members of our' above-meononed Council, be a SeleR Com- 
mittee, with the like Powers, NM under rite fame RcgulatkxM as are eftablilhed by the iSoch Para- 
graph of our General Letter, the 3 |dl March 1770. ^ 

JO. We are truly forry, nftef Riving entettiined tnc highift Opinion of the AUljties and 
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^pe 'ncur out Difplcafure j but we 
to. ranrd the- Exccutiotv of our Ordcis • 

wc c^flot doubt, have tended much to the Public 

Execution of them, 
continue in the Government of our Prefidenev of I'ort 
rt*Uv departure, of the JSlt- Ship of the Scafon for Europe after the Arrival of Mr 

*s Pleasure that Mr. Cartier do refien that Co- 

t-TiA-inrio o 


^J^IaiUp^s, 

Tr’ % 


Copy of a Utter.frora the Secretary of tltc Eaftlndla Company to the Prelident and Council at Fort 
,, . ^William in ftcngal, of 8ih May 1771. 

■fcGeatleipch.,, . , vV-. , , . 

ii%c &jcl<(HS‘by the Ship, l4>fd Hd||pd^.^lvingiJ^n Soallyelofcd previous to the Meeting of tlie 
of Dtreadrs this Day, 1 ^ .tPPn|>(^ chargi^ with thpir Special Comr 


Court of DtreCtors this Day, » ^ tWpn^ Charged with thpir Special Commands to acquaint you 
that they dif^ lArithftandjflig fhc;Qif!t^%d« ‘lie General Letter to you dated the 25th of April 
hit, for.'PupRdcnt Cartier’s Eefignatioh 6^ thjf^Governcncnt of Bengal to Mr, HaBings, on the De- 
j^FCPle of' tl)e‘laft Ship of the Scafon after the ^fr^al of the Utter there,' 'that it is not their In- 
tentions Mr. Cartier Ihould thereupon be obliged to leave India i and therefore if he chufes to con- 
jinue fomc Time longer th|re to lettlc his private Affairs, the Court of Diredtors grant him Per- 
milfion fo to do. I am alfo to fignify their further Orders, that during his Continuance in Bengal, 
Mr. Cartier is to be treated-# ith the B<dpe<ft due GO that diftinguMIjed Station he has held in the 
Coir^any’s Service, 

J-hOS, 

. Gentkmen, 

Calf India floufe. Your mod obedient 




London, the 8th May 1771. 


I*?' 


'fhe Hohoorable the Prefident and CouheS 
. 0 t Eort^iiliam in Bengal. 


humble Servant, 

P. Michcll, Secretary. 




If- 

Extraft of the. Company's General Letter to Bengid, dated the 12th June 1771. 


, I » , . 

Par. I7.. After OUT Advices dated the gti May were clofcd, we direded our Secretary to acquaint 
you, in a Letter of the 8th,’;'tt8t notwithftdndipg- the Orders in our General Letter of the 2 5th 
April laft. For Prefident Cariici^ Ref^nation of tne Government of Bengal to Mr. Haftings, on the 
Departure of ,thp laft S|wp of tfe Seafon after Mr. Haftings’a Arrival at your Prefidenty 5 it was not 
bur JntcmiotfJylr. Caiiucr ifliouU thereupon be obliged to leave India*, and. tliercfore if he chofe to 
continue feme Time longer there to lettle his private Affairs, he had our PcrmilTion fo to dot and 
during his Continu^ce in .Bengal he was to be treated with the Refpeft due to the diftinguifhed Sta- 
tion he had held in #Bf Service. This Indulgence we hereby confirm, and exped the fame has in all 
Belpeds been obferved by you. 


T 


appendix, N” 13. 


^^APERS refpeding the new modelling the Company’s Army in Bengal, 


(C) 


E«fad of the Company’s 'General Letter to Bengal, dated the 23d of March 1770. 


Par. ijiqu 


Tom your Seled Committee of 21ft December 1767? Brigadier 

- ncra. om.wf, you write that, “ As the Number of Sepoys attached to each Brigade 

requUes more tbanpbe Field O^ce^ to cotumandthem, wc^ wc 


..iN'a . 

^ ncral Smi 


•• requires more man une ricja e.»mtcr m — - r 

’* a^cd to each Biigadb of 'Sepoys, ^^’e have taken the Matter into ‘ » A^n 

«,ct)«c to 4 final Refolotioft we lhall be glad p jiaye your Sentiments on this Ocafion —An 
%tifwcf th'cVeto,- tinder 'the ialb- January, the General writes, “ As to a Se«.on M j P y. » 

StL. CoiJt, R£P, V. 


‘‘ As to a Second Major ot Sepoys, 

“ when 
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when the Neceflity of the Tii)9^^b]iged Lord Clivelro promote njany eg^Orttipfery'Mtjon a$ 

ff alforded an Appotntment of Tw to each <fici^ade of Sepoys, the SecOndiKrajor 7al'4it||e moi^ 

M than a Cypher Yet in dired OppoGtion to this Aripion yotf rel^^gib appoint thellifl||d did 
accordingly appoint Two Lieutenant Colonels, with^ giving ieau mfon M it. iyH||ugb ^ 
iwe made a new Regulation of your Military here, whiph artayea in Abguft 1768, yet thjit yl^eiCr * 
traordinary Letter was fent to Gener^ Smith in November following ** 

ff of Diredors have been picafed to malte an additional Number of Field Officers i** 'tjHP^to^to 
“ the Strength of their Regiments, we are of Opinion that the Appointment of^|||^^w^nt C6>' 

lonel and Major to the Sepoys of each Brigade is as ncceffary as ever.” And imyour Lefttrs to 
the Company, not the Icaft Notice is taken of thefe Appointments. 'With thefe Orders before you, 
we are furprized to find how you could prefume to ad in dired Contradidion to them j^d theruMe 
highly difapprove of your Condud in taking upon you to incrcafe our Military Eftabliffiment, %hMM 
we will not admit of in future, except upon very urgent OccaGons, ai\d then affign Reaffins^d]^ 
point out the Neceflity of the Meafurc in the cleareft agd mnH fatisfadory Manner, for Opr Cohfir* 
fnation. As the Right of appointing Officers pn an increaftd Eltablilbment c^on^ relff in us, thp 
utmolt therefore ..that you ftiould have done was to have reprefented the NcceflBy Of fuch Appoint- 
ments, and waited our Orders. But as it wpuld be hard upon the Officers you appointed; whp Kav$ 
behaved well in pur Service, and as you couid not be acquainted with our having appointed 1*1614 
Officers here, we have determined to continue them ; but on any future Vacancies tnev arc not to be 
filled up, our Intention being that you Ihoujd revert to the former Eftablilhment of One Major to 
each JJrigade : And we hereby declare, that if you (hall herCafter prefuipe to alter the Military Efta- 
blilhment laid down from the Court of Directors, by the Appointment of any additional and extra- 
ordinary Officers to fuch Eftablilhment, as has been dope in this In^nce, it is our fixed RefuUition 
to difmifs thofc Ferfons from our Service, be they whom ih.cy may,> 1 ||i|iO ftiall take upon thcmfejves 
to concur in I'uch notorious Difobct^icnce of pur Orders, ■ 

A 

Extraft of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated the 10th of April 1771.’ 

Par. 109. We have very maturely conGdered your Proceedings upon the Reftoration of Captains 
poddard and Ahmuty, to the Ranks they held before the AGTociation of the Officers in 176^^} and it 
appears to us, not only an improper Meafurp, but very injurious to thofc Officers whO Hlffi a juft 
Senfe of their Duty, and did not join in'thc AlTociation ; and alfo to thofe who were fent from Fort 
Saint George and Bgmbay, to your Aflirt,incc at that critical Time, under the AiTurance that they Ihould 
not be fuperlcded. But as it appears contrary to all Military Orders, that an Officer once raifed to a 
fuperior, Ihouid (erve in an inferior Rank, Without a Breach of Honour, and haying a favourable 
Opinion of the Merits of Captains Goddard and Ahmuty, wc do agree to their continuing in the 
Ranks you placed them on the i6th December 1769 •, but we direft that they receive the Pay and 
Allowances of Captains only, until the Field Officers ferving under your Prefidcncy lhail be reduced 
to the Eftablilhment of Six Lieutenant Colonels, and Nine Majors of Infantry and Sepoys, when 
they arc to enjoy full Pay and Emoluments, the former as Lieutenant Colonel, and the latter as 
Major i yet we are greatly difplealcd at the Liberty you took in promoting thofe Gentlemen when 
your Military Eftablifhment was compleat, from whence the Company has been put to great Ex- 
pence. 


( L ) 


Copy Letter from Brigadier General Stibbert to the Honourable Warren Haftings, EfquirCi Governor 

General^ &c. Mernbers of the Supreme Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I now, according to my Prpmife, contained in my Letter of the 29th, proceed to give my Senti^ 
inents refpefting the Mode moft eligible for replacing the native Troops ordered on Detachment to- 
wards Madras, under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Pearfc, 

In regard to the Expedient which. has occurred to the Board of augmenting the remaining Batta- 
lions by an equal Number of Levies jo be diftributed amongft them ; I muft obferve, that their 
prefent Strength rendering them rather too unwieldy a Body to manoeuvre and move together with 
that Celerity and Compadnefs which is requifitc in the Field, any Increafe of their Numbers, while 
their prefent Conftitu|ion is adhered to, muft occcflarily add to this Inc^venience in all Refpeds, to 
the great Detriment oT the Service. 

This Mode being allowed to be ineligible, the next Akernativc appears to be that of raifing new 
l^ijUtalions but as fuel} a Meafurc would be attended with a vc^’ heavy Expence upon the prefent 
Eftablifhment, apd as the Board exprefs their Defire, that the intended Augmentation of Force (hoo)||l 
be rendered as little burthenlbmt as pofiible, I beg Leave to offer the following Plan to their Con^ 
lidcration ; 

2 That 
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TTnat the prcfent StrpBW^ of Twenty-four oj^ftliotM of th4 Eft^l^fhment be augmented from 
Pi.rht hundired to One tiiiw^d Rank and File, by Levies of Two hundred l^rivates to each 
H malion. idfwwty Men to ||h Company - 1 ' ■ 

.J'hsit be divmed into Two Battalions of Five Companies each j 

,flund«^a«kjana File compoftag a Company 5 

h®. comtrtandcd by a Captain Commandant and Captain Lieutenant, with 
Ten SuWltom Oni? to each Con^any,- as at prefcnt : 

That Oa#^iiWit|tf.be added to each Company, and the Whole of the Eftablifliment for a Rcgi- 
nient be a|rcc8We tl*pe a^xed Scheme. 

Permit me now briefly to enumerate the principal Advantages that will arife from the propofed 
Mcafure, 

li^e Firft Place, it will appear, by the accompanying Comparative View of the prefent Eftablirti- 
nient^f 4 Bittnlion, and the. propofed one for a Regiment, that the Monthly Expcncc of the latter 
exceeds tlie former cnl|i ’Rupees 8,391. '5^8. 

Secondly, Tjfat the exCraordinary Expence of Twenty-four Regiments, will amount to Rupees 
£7,407. eomf^ll'ed with the Expence of Six new Battalions, raifed and maintained on 

the ur#;f«un Eilfcbiinimcnt, proves a Saving of Rupees 30,021 per Menl'em, or Rupees 3,60,25s 
Annaally, while the Company wilj have the fame Force on Foot as if the Army was to be augmented 
by fuch a Number of Battalions. 

'^Thirdly, BeOde.s this Saving, a Regiment of One thoufand Men, divided into Two Battalions, 
upon the Plan olfered, will, 1 conceive, be confiderably better adapted to all the Purpoles of 
pifcipline than the prcfent Battalions, a$ well as infinitely better fuited to every Kind of Service 


Fourthly, 1 am of Opinion, tm although the adlual Enercafe of the Army will be only Four 
thoufand Eight hundred Men, ye^c Augmentation of the Number of Battalions on the Eftablifh- 
nient may produce us Credit among the Natives for a far more confiderablc Force. 

* 1 he Board will obferve, that in order to fix the Expcncc of the Regiments as low as pofliblc, I 
have allowed no European Adjutants to them, as Subaltern Officers can do that Duty in Four as 
formerly j and I think it will be of an Advantage to the Service, for fcveral Rcafons, that they 
Ihould do fo,; 

After all, I muft acknowledge that this Plan is ftill improvable, apd would be much more com- 
plcte, were if.Regiment to be commanded by a Major, and each Battalion by a Captain j but as this 
would create an extra Expence to the Company, which might be confidercd too heavy, I have been 

deterred from propofing it. , r ^ • i 

1 judge this a proper Occafion for obferving to the Boar^ that I have long been of Opinion, that 
the native Commandants are a ufelcfs Rank, and in fome Cafes might, through the undue Influence 
they are generally apt to obtain in their Corps, prove a dangerous Set of Men ; I theretore think it 
would not be amifs if they arc fuffered to fall off by making no new Appointments ot them ; this 
would in Time prove po ihconfidcrable Saving, 

• I have the Honour to fubferibe myfelf, with the moft pcrfefk Refped, 

Gentlemen, 

Fort William, ' Vour moft obedient 

the 31ft Oftober 1780, humble Servant, ^ ^ , 

^ ' r (Signed; G. Stibbert. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) 


E. Hay, 

Atl* Sccr^ 


MEMORANDUM. 






Monthly Expcncc of Six Bat- 
talions of Sepoys on the pre- 
fent Eftabliflhmcnc — — 

87,4*8 14 — 

Monthly Expcnce of One Regi'. 
ment on the propored Eflab- 
lilhment — — * 

16,963 7 4 

Monthly additional Expcnce on 
forming 24 Regiments on the 
propofcd Eftablifliment — 

57,407 8 — 

Monthly F^xpence oif One Batta 
lion on the prefent EUabliflh- 
ment -0 — — 

^^ 14 . 57 * 7 3 

Saving, per Month, in raifing 
4,800 Men, and forming 24 
Regiments, inltead of Six Bat- 
talions, on the prefent Eftab- 
lifhmcnt ~ — 

1 

30,0a I 6 — 

Monthly EiMreafe of Expene'e 
i{|ipon One Regiment — 

2,391 »5 ? 

■ If 


COMPARATIVE 


S(t|faiiis - 

Priira4n(ll''if« 

4 

Total to Europeans 

Natives,’ 

'' ■ 

Siibadars (One rf whom is Commandant) 
Jemadars . 

HaviIdars(OncofwhomisH8vildar Major) 

Naiks - - - 

Trumpeters - 

Sepoys - - 

Total to Natives 

Staff to a Battalion. 

European Adjutant - - 

Serjeant Major - - - 


Quarter MaSer Serjeant - 

Native Commandant - - 

D" Adjutant - - - 

Havildar Major ^ "" 

Sircars - ^ 


Total to Staff 


Watermen 
Pioneers - 


Total to Lafears 
Artificers and Collies, 


Carpenters - - 

Fireman - 
Hammermen - 


Eliefa (with Allowance for Bays,k) 
Sweepers (D" for Brooms, k) — 
llackries - 

Dowlies and JO Bearers - 


Contingencies, 

) Steel, Charcoal, and Buzar Medicines 
''its, Twine, Line, k - 
t«r and Stationary - 
ttence to Recruits before joining - 


Total to Artificers - 


iMii 

FullBatti. 

Adil. Allow**, 

Off.Reck 

Total. 

' 





i 5 o — 

‘1S6 



246 

430-^ 

620 

•55 


1,201 " 

311 14^ 

4 f -5 

155 


531 14 

. 4!-- 



12 - 

- f‘ 

220 — 

200 


60 • 

, 4 * 0 - 






i,il'9 14 - 

1,50* 

310 

72 - 

, 3 ,() 51 '^ 

5 M-- 

330 


66- 

- 590- 

■35 — 

150 

- 

25- 

- 310 '■ 

476-- 

510 

- 

34 - 

^ 1,020 - 

386 lO 8 

500 

- 

33 

. 500 - 

22 10 8 

12 


I 

, ]<>- 

3,566 10 8 

2,100 

- 

■33 1 

^ ^, 3 “- 

,5,560 15 8 

3,602 

- 

392- 

- 

62 — 




62- 

20 

- 

- 

— 

20- 

14 — 

- 

-- 

— 

14- 

14 ~-- 

- 



14- 

60 — 




60- 

16 — 

— 

-- 


16- 

3 10 * 


- 

— 

3 10 

100 - “ 

100 



200 - 

30-- 

30 

- 

- 

60- 

56 10 8 

30 

~ 

3 

4 50- 

100 — 

100 

— 

20- 

- 220 - 

47 <> 5 4 

260 

- 

■3 

4 759 10 

^ 8- 

4 



1 - 12- 

II -- 

6 


I - 

■- 18- 

95 -“ 

40 

- 

5 " 

• - 140 - 

113 8- 

^ 5 ^ 

- 

6 

lyo^ 



10 

4 



14- 

5 -- 

2 


- 

7 - 

6 -- 

4 

- 

- 

10 - 

7 - - 

3 

- 

- 

10 - 

20-- 

8 


- 

28^ 

10 -- 

4 

- 

- 

14- 

4 4 - 

2 



6 4 

52 8- 

21 

- 

- 

73 8 

9 3 “ 

6 

- 

— 

'5 3 

■ 150 - - 

- 

- 


150- 

' 300 - - 

— 

— 

300- 

- 573 '5 - 

54 

- 


617 15 

120 - - 



-1 

120- 

60 


- 

1 

60 - 

60-- 

- 



60 -- 

60-- 

- 

— 

H 

60 ~ 

105 -- 

- 

- 

1 “ 5 “ 






405 — 

- 

- 

pm 

405- 

Total Amount of a complcat Battalion 

ri 

I 4 , 5 ?I 1 



I Captain - - ^ 

I Captain Lieutenant, on Lieutenant’s I 
lowancf, and Captain’s Batta - 
5 Lieutenants - - 

jEnligns - - _ 

5 SctjcMis — — 

20 Diunis'anJ Fife - - 


- ifo-- 186-- - 

lAI- 

- — 31 

- 430-,,,- 620 -,^ 155 

- 311 h;*-; 465 --» ,55 

- 80|- J0-- _ 

- 220 * — ^00 


303^ 
1,205 - 

931 14 
150- 

■ - 480 - 


Total to Europeans - 1,28; 14 - 1,707 


20 jemandars 
52 Havildars(Twi 
50 Naicks - 


- - 270 — 300 

iar Majors)- 6- ^^o 
^ ““ 366 10 8 500 


Total to Natives 

Staffto a Regiment, 

2 Serjeant Majors — — 

2 Drill Serjeants - - - 

1 Qiiarter Mailer Serjeant - 

1 Native Commandant — — 

2 D“ Adjutants - - 

2 Haviklars, Majors - - 

lO Sircars - - - 

4 Dodors ~ — 

20 Watermen - 
10 Bildars, or Tavildars (native Pioneers) 

Total to Staff 


2 Caffots - 
20 Lafears - 


1,707 " 

341 

80 

3,415 14 





330 -- 


66-- 

550 -- 

3OO-- 


50 -- 

620-- 

52O-- 

— 

34 10- 

1,040 — T"* 

500 -- 

— 

33 5 4 

500 — rntt' 

12 


' 5 4 

36 

2,700 


3 C 0 -- 

8,100 — 

4,362 


485 4 s 

11,686-- 


40-- - 

28 -- . 

14-- - 

Co-^ - 
32-- - 

7 5 4 - 

too lOO 

40 ^0 

113 -- 60 
30 - - 20 

464 10 8 220 • 


40 - - 
28-- 
I4-- 
60-- 
32-- 

7 5 4 
200 - - 


Total to Lafears 
Artificers and Coolies, 


“I “3 8- 50. 


4 Armourers ^ 

2 Firemen « - ^ 

2 Hammermen - - 

2 Carpenters ^ 

2 Sail Makers ’ - . 

2 Chucklers - « ^ 

8 Stand Bellies - ^ 

4 Sweepers — ^ 

4 Hackries - - 

10 Doolies, and 50 Bearers - ^ 

Total Artificers . 
Contingencies. 

Iron, Steel, &c. - ^ 

Canvas, Twine, k - 
Writer and Stationary ^ 


Total of Conti 


'“jtllcit) ' 



APPENDIX, NMj. (M) 



To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the Suprcmd 

Council, 


Gentlemen, 

In confcqueaice of your Commands to me, under Date the 14th Indant, I do myfelfthe Honour 
of laying before you, Propofitions for doubling up the Battalions of the European Regiments, and 
forming thefc Corps upon an Eftablilhmcnt the belt fuited to their prefent Strength, as well as calcu- 
lated tO'Chc retrenching the Expcnce of them. 

I alfo fubmit tt) you, a Scheme for augmenting the Sepoy Battalions (indead of raifing new onesj 
and forming them into Regiments, upon a Plan more perfeft, and with more extcnfivc Views, than 
my Propofition of the 31ft Odlobcr comprehended. 

With theie Propofitions you will receive. 

N" I. A Comparative Statement of the Expence of a Regiment of European Infantry, ori the 
prefent Edabliflimenr, and of one on the Edablidiment recommended by me. 

N“ 2. A Comparative View of the Expence of a Battalion of Sepoys on the prefent Edabliflimenr, 
and of a Regiment of Two Battalions on the propofed one. 

N® 3. A Memorandum, exhibiting the Saving that will accrue upon the Whole of the new Ar- 
rangements offered to your Confideration. 

You will obferve, Gentlemen, that I have included in my Plan thofe Battalions which compofc: 
Lieutenant Colonel Pearfe’s Detachment. Befides being prompted to recommend that thefc Corps 
may be put on the fame Footing with the red, by all the Reafons which evince the Nccedity of tho- 
roughly reforming and new modelling the native Infantry of our Army, I am further induced to wifli 
the propofed Regulations to extena to them, on Account of the Officers who mud ncceffarily be 
included in the Promotion that it will be requifite to make, in order to the carrying my Plan into 
Effeft ; and who otherwife mud be removed, to the great Obdrudtion and Detriment to the Public 
Service. The Number of Men that will be wanted to complete this Detachment to the new Edab- 
lifhmcnt, after reducing the 20th Battalion, and incorporating the Sepoys of it into the Five others, 
will only be Three hundred ; which may be immediately drafted (as I have propofed) from the 
Battalions of the id Brigade at Barrickpore. 

I have been led to recommend the Reduftion of the 20th Battalion of Sepoys, on Account of 
the late refradlory Conduct of the Corps; and the great Defertions from Captain Browne’s Battalion 
of Light Infantry, has influenced me to propofe the breaking of this Corps alfo, in my general 
Arrangements. Thcfe Motives, I flatter myfclf, will have their due Weight with the Board. 

By augmenting the Sepoy Brigade Battalions now on the Edabliflimenr, which (exclufivc of thofe 
on Service with General Goddard in the Wed of India) arc Thirty. fix in Number ; and regimenting 
them upon the Plan I Have propofed, the aftual Encreafe of thefc Corps will be 7,200 Rank and 
File, which is equal to the prefent Strength of Nine Battalions. The annexed Memorandum 
(N® 3.) will fatisfy you, Gentlemen, that the Diflerence of Expence between raifing this Number 
of new Battalions, and making up an equal Strength, according tq the liberal and advantageous 
Mode I have recommended, will be only againll my Plan 8,481 Sonat Rupees per Menlem. But 1 
have tooppofe to this Lofs incurred by my Sepoy Arrangements, a monthly Saving of 57,186 S* Ru- 
pees, which will arife from the propofed Redudion of the Battalions of the European Regi- 
ments. 

As 1 have already, Gentlemen, fully fet forth, in my Letter to you of the 3 id of Odober, the 
Advantages of the Sepoy Arrangements, which I now lay before you, as far as refpeds the Purpofes 
of manoeuvering and difciplining the native Corps, as well as the probable EfTeds which may be 
produced on the Minds of the Country Powers, by fuch an apparent Encreafe ot the Number of 
Battalions on our Ellabliflimcnt, I will take the Liberty to refer you to that Addicfs for my Reafon- 
ing on thefe ^cads, as well as for the Arguments I advanced for abolifhing the Office of native 
Commandant, and propofing tliat the native Adjutants fliould be made from Jamautdars inftcad of 
Subadars. 

1 come now to fpeak of the advanced Rank and Allowances which I have propofed to be granted 
to the Officers commanding Regiments ; which, however gre.at an Innovation it may be, 1 liope I 
Ihall be able to make appear to be both proper and unavoidable. 

At the fame .Time that, in order to the rooting out the Abufes which had, from a long Courfc of 
Praftice, infinuated themfclves throughout the Army, and which .are of a Nature tending imme- 
diately to tlie Ruin of the Corps compofing our native Infantry, and confcquently to the endangering 
the BritilE Intercfls in this Country ; it is become indifpenfably neceffary to fix fuch Checks, and to 
eflabliffi fuch fevcie Rules with rcfpe£t to the Muftering and Paying of the Sepoys, as fhall put it 
entirely out of ihc Power uf their Commanding Officers to derive any Emolument from Deficiencies 
in their Corps, or from any other improper Sources, and hereby engage their Attention wholly to 
the difciplining of them. It is likcwife requifite (to this beneficial and dcfirable End) to annex fuch 
Bank and Allowances to the Command of thefe Officers, as fuits its Importance and the Length of 
their Services : For totally to debar them from all Perquifites and Emoluments whatfoever, without 
advancing thjir Rank and Salary, would (fuppofing it poffiblc to introduce fuch a Regulation into 

Sel. Com.'Kef. V. 3N our 
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our Army) produce no other Confcquenc^han that of rendering them to a Man dilaffeAed to 
Service. I need not add, that this is a lEi|^iition which would certainly give Birth to an uni r 
Relaxation ot Dilciplinc; an Evil to which, under fuch Circumftances, no Remedy, however 
lent, could be cflFcdtually applied : This Danger, however, will be avoided by granting the 
Officers the advanced Rank and Allowances propofed by me, which, no Doubt, will ere lontt*^*^"’ 
concile them to the Reform •, which, by difengaging them from the Purfuit of other Objefts^ 
lead them to exert thcmfelves more than ever, in training and difciplining the Corps committ^"^' 
their Chargt, • ^ 

There remains. Gentlemen, little more for me to fay j thofe Parts of the anl^exed Reaulations 
which I have not remarked, will, I truft, fpeak for themfclvcs. But I am particu la rly hopeful 
the Forms I have prcfcribeci for muftering and paying the native Troops, will evince, that my princin i 
View in thefc Arrangements, has been to ftrike at the Root of every Abufc that has hitherto 
rated, cither to ilie Prejudice of good Order and Difciplinc, or the Rights of the native Soldie 
on whofe hearty Attachment to the Service fomuch depends. 

I am aware that, cxclufivc of Pay, Batta, and Allowances, there may be fome other additional 
Expences incurred by the Arrangements I have the Honour to lay before you, of which I ha 
not taken Notice in my Statements : It is not my Intention to reft their Propriety or Utility on the 
Proof of their yielding the Saving exhibited in the annexed Memorandum j I ffiall be fatisfied if 
they do not increale the Difburlemcnts on the Army Account j and, though contraryto Apocaran 
CCS as well as to my Hope, they ffiould add, in a fmall Degree, to the Military Burthen vet i 
am conhdent, that the beneficial Confequenccs, which will in due Time refulc from them will 
be confiderably more than equivalent to the extraordinary Expcncc that may be incurred by them. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Fort William, Your mod obedient humble Servant, 

24th December 1780. A true Copy. (Signed) G. Stibbert 

E. Hay, 

Sec'r. 


Extraft of the General Letter from Bengal, in the Secret Department, to the Court of Diredors 

dated the yth January 1781. * 

I*’" P//’ Pcrfuafion that to derive from the native Infantry 

of our F llabhfhmcnt thole capital Advantages which can only rcfult from exaft Difciplinc, tem- 
pered with a ftrid Admimftration of the Rights of the Soldiery, it was pofitively ncccflary tlioroughly 
to reform , and new- model the Corps compofing this Part of our Military Lrce, printed to us 
on the 26th ultimo a Scries ot Propofitions, belt calculated, according to his Judgment, for com- 
paffing fo important and ufeful an End. Thefc Propofitions were accompanied with fiaured Statc- 

p extraordinary Expence which would be incurred 
A^rranoememts^ ^ Eftablifhmcnts, and the Annual Saving which would accrue from the general 

r 'Tn Brigadier General Stibbert on this Subieft, and 

Copies of the Statements and Propofitions accompanying them, arc fent to you Numbers in ihis 
Di patch. After maturely confidenng the Principles on which the Plan fubmitted to us was obvioufly 
toum ed ; after mcaUiring the Extent of the Advantages it proniifcd to produce, and after fatisfyin^ 
ourfelvcs that It united Chconomy and Utility, wc delayed not, in tlie Conviftion that the late Mil“ 
tary Confiitution of our native Infantry was pregnant with Defeds which, unlefs timely correded, 
threatened the moil: lerious and alarming Confequenccs, to pal's the Whole of General Stibbert’s 
Propofitions into Kcfolutions of our Council, 

We will here delineate, as far as may be nccelTary, the general Ground-w-ork of this new Super- 
firuL^re, marking the lels obvious Motives of particular Regulations, and dillinguifhiflo’, in a con- 
cilc Manner, the Advantages they poflefs over former Inftitutions and Arrangements. ° 

1 he apparent Strength of the Battalions of the European Regiments being at all Times very incon- 
fiderable (rarely exceeding 300 Rank and File) and their pofitivc or effedive Strength befng fre- 
quently below 200 Men, the large Eftabliffiment of Officers annexed to thefe Corps appeared^to be 
produdivc of an utter y irrequifite Expence, without yielding a fingle Advantage in a Militarv Point 
of View : Influenced by thclc Rcfledions, wc made it our Requeft to Genera? Stibbert, to examine 

up tlif Battalions of the Regiments: And accordingly we have had 
the Satisfadion ot receiving his Concurrence in a Meafu^ that, while it occafions in our Monthly 

Sonaut Rupees, furniflics us with a confidcrablc Number of 
Officers towards completing our native Infantry on the new Eftabliffiment. 

Although the Commander in Chief has in the annexed Propofitions inferted a Claufe exnrefTinn’ 
that when the Strength of the European Regiments fhall exceed 762 Rank and File t^ev fhall 
revert to their former Conftitution (becaufe inShat Cafe the Corps Tould be 
Purpofe of manmuvnng with Celerity and Exadnefs) yet wc muft remark, that it "s by no Means 
probable that we ffi.! 1 be reduced, during the Continuance of the War in Europe, to tL Neceffity 
of re-adopting this burthenfome Syftcm on the Military Principle fuggefted • and that the Period 

^ ■» i. 

Having 
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fW).! .nd of applyiog .0 ta!SdiEo?oK\l'Rcm^'’r,he Abofa X'hhad cj'pl m» ,'te 
Corps cornpofi^ this Part of tlic Army, to the great Detriment of the Service, we thouilit proper 
,0 recall thole Orders, and to fignity to him that we were prepared to receive his Sentiments afK 
upon this tmportant and interclhng Subiedt ; when he accordingly prefented to us the annexed Pro- 
be w^s^prefent*"'"^ ** requifite, in our Confultations of the a6th ultimo, at which 

As the Advantages of the new Sepoy Arrangements, as far as relates to the Purpofes of ma- 
nmuvring and diftiplining the Corps, as well as to the Effeds which may be produced on the Minds 
of the Country Powers by fuch an apparent Increafe of the Number of Battalions on our Edaiilh 
nient are fu ly fet forth in General Stibberfs Letter to us of the 3 1 (I of Odober, wc befw 
m refer you to the Ijmc for his Argui^qts on thefe Heads » which, te are to obferv^, had thei due 
Weight wuh us. We muft alfo requeft of you. to feek in the lame Letter the Keafons adduced by 
him for abohlhing the Office of native Commandant to the Sepoy Regiments ; in the Propriety of 
whKh wc entirely acquicfced as well as in the Expediency of the Regulation direding the nadve 
Adiutants to be made from Jamautdars (inllead of Subadars) with t View of preventing S 
Officers from fucceeding to the dangerous Influence and Authority of the Commandants. ^ 

At the fame Time that, in order to the correding of the Abufes which had crept into the Armv 
and which were of a Nature tending diredly to the Deftrudion of the Corps comparing it, it was £ 
come neceflary to fix luch Checks, and to eftabliffi fuch rigid Rules, with"^ regard to mu terir' and 
paying the Sepoys, as lliould put it totally out of the Power of the Commanding Officers of Reni 
ments to derive any Emoluments -from their Corps, and thereby engage their Atteniion wholly to the 

f • “ Rank and Allowances to the Command 

Officers, as luited its Importance and the Length of their Services : For to have entirely cx 
eluded them from all Pcrquifitcs and Emoluments whatCoever, without advancing their Rank and 
Sahry, would, Inppoling it polfiblc to have cllablifhcd fuch a Regulation, have pmduced no other 
Conlequence than that of rendering them to a Man difaftVded ro the Service an Evil that muft 
have necelTanly been followed by an univerfal Relaxation of Difcipline, for which the moft violent 
Kcmecly would> under luch Circumftances, be indfeftual. 

This Danger however is avoided, by granting, as we have done, advanced Rank and Allowances 
tothe Officers commanding Regiments of Sepoys ; who, no Doubt, will ere long be reconciled to 
the Reform, and, being dilcngaged from the Purfuit of other Objeds, exert thcinfclves more than 
ever in training and dikiplining the Corps committed to their Charge, 

r examining the annexed Papers, that notwithfianding the great Increafe of 

Field Officers and Captains conlequcnt of the new Arrangements, there will ft, 11 be an Annual Saving 
on the Whole of near 1 hree Lacks and a Half of Sonaut Rupees, after allowing for the .aaual In- 
creafe of Force gained to the Lltablifhmcnt. But as the Commander in Chief i“ aware that exclu- 
five of lay and Baua, there may be fonic other Expcnccs incurred by his Regulations, of which he 
has not taken any Notice, Ik does not reft their Propriety or Utility on the Head of Savinp • He 
will be fatisfied if they (hould not increafe the Di/burfcmcnts on the Army Account; and tlioucrh 
contrary to Appearances as well as to his Hope, they Ihould add in a fmall Meafure to the Mili. 
tary Burthen, he afierts himfell confident that the beneficial Confequenccs which will in due 'Ihmc 
occaLn abundantly more than adequate to the extraordinary Expcnce they may 

It is unncceflary for us to offer any Remarks on the other Parts of the annexed Regulations. Wc 
conceive that they will fpeak for themfclves ; and we arc particularly hopeful that the preferibed 
rorms for muftcring and paying the native Troops, will convince you that it was our Defign (in thefe 
ftrikc at the Root of every Abufe that could poffibly affcift cither the good Order 
and Dilcjplinc of your Porccs, or the Rights of the native Soldiery. 


PROPOSITIONS by the Commander in Chief, for reforming and new modelling the Corps of 
Europeans and native Infantry under this Eftablilhment. 

to provide Officers for completing the Eftablilhment of the Sepoy Corps of 
Thr./ 7 ’ Syltcm, as to reduce the prefent Expence of the European Infantry, the 

CnmLnf® immediately, each into One Battalion, confifting of Ten 

« tbilowr-’ L'ght Infantry, and Eight Battalion Companies, to bccompofed 

One Grenadier Company, to confift of 

t Captain, 2 Drummers, 

3 Lieutenants, 2 Fifes, 

5 Scijcants, and 

5 Corporals, 80 private. 

One Light Infantry Company, to be of the fame Strength. 


One 
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One Battalion-Company, to cortfift of 

I Captain, 4 Corporals, 

1 Lieutenant, i Drummer, 

2 Lnfigns, I Fifcr, 

4 Serjeants, yo Private. 


I Colonel, 

I 1 /ieut’ Colonel, 

1 M.ijr)r, 

2 Surgeons, 

4 AdiAants, ^ 

I Serjeant Major, j 


Field Officers and Staff to the Regiment : 

I Drum Major, 


1 e 


EfTcftive. 


1 HfcD", 

1 M' Ser*, 


jEffcairc. 

I pTill D% 

I D* Corporali 
10 Pay Serjeants, 

JO Camp Colourmen 
the Field only 


> 4 

I 

Its, > 

>urmen, in \ 
I ^_i.. J 


Non-effedive. 


That when Recruits fliall arrive from Europe, fo as to incrcafe the above Eftabliftiment, the Rc«. 
nieiits (hall be again divided into Two Battalions, according to the prefent Eftablilhmcnt fixed by Sir 
Eyre Coote. ^ 

That the Off- Reckonings of the Three Regiments (hall be divided in equal Shares amongft the 
Captains of thofc Regiments, excluding Supernumeraries and Staff of that Rank ; and that the Majore 
of the Regiments fliall continue to draw the prefent Allowance of Five Rupees per Day, in lieu of 
Off-Rcckonings. 

That the Eftablifliment of Lafears, Artificers, 8cc. for One Regiment in the Field, be as follavr*: 


Lafears 


Blackfmiths, 


_ _ J 


Armourers, Brafs Smiths, and Sickle - 1 
gars . 


2 Scrangs 
4 TindaJs 
^ 1 00 Lafears 
I Miftry ~ 

1 Mate — 

2 Firemen 
2 Filcmen 
2 Hammermen — 
J Miftry — 

1 Mate — — 

2 Armourers — 
2 Brafs Smiths — 
2 Sicklegars 


— I For pitching the Camp Equipage. 


— > For repairing of Arms, &c. 


For 


Carpenters — ~ 




1 Miftry ~ 
1 Mate 


Sailmakcrs and Chucklcrs — — 


Bhcftics and Sweepers 


^ For the Comp’, including the Officers- 


For the Colonel. 


Bildars nnd Coolies 


1 


— — • V For fundry Works. 

4 Carpenters —1 
1 Miftry — — 1 

6 Sadmakm Z [ repairing of Camp Equipage. 

4 Chucklers — -J 
I Miftry — — 

I Mate ~ ~ 

20 Bullock Bhcftics 
20 Hand'D® 

40 Sweepers — 

1 Bullock Bhefty 

2 Hand D® 

2 Sweepers 
2 Bullock Bhcftics 1 
2 Hand D® — > For the L' Colonel and Majors*, 
a Sweepers — -) 

4 Hand D® — ^ 

4 Sweepers f Surgeons and AffiftantJ. 

7 Bhcftics — 7 « in- . o 

7 Sweepers — ^For the Brigade Staff. 

2 Mates ■*“1 

30 Bildars — • ( For levelling and cleaning the Ground 

30 Coolies ~ —3 Encampment. 

4 Gurrymen ~ p'or keeping of Time. 

3 Hackeries For carrying fparc Arms and Stores. 

3 That 


■a 
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That 

the Brigade Sta^ be as follows : 


f Bf!ga<^c Major, 1 


1 Chaplain, — 

EtfeJlive, 

t Aid dc Camp, 1 

Eflcftivc. 

I Su:gcon Major, 

] 

1 Affillant M' General, j 


1 F.iymafter, 

> FutTedivc. 

1 Judge Advocjitc, — 

Non-D® 

I Deputy D" 

1 


Coinplcmcnc for One Regimfnc on a Peace Ellablifhment, 


l^fcarj - 

Carpenters 

Armourers 


1 


1 Serang, 

2 Tinduls, 

2 Coflbbs, 

50 Lafears^ 
j Millry, 
j Carpenters. 
1 Miltry, 

4 Armourers^ 


Blacklmiths 


BraQfmen 

Sicklcgars 

Chucklcrs 


r I Milby, 

j I Fireman, 

I I Filcman, 

(. I Hammeroiaa. 

1 Braflman. 

2 Sicklcgars^ 

2 Chucklcrs. 


That the S:*poy Corps of this Eftahliihment be new modelled in the Manner following; viz. 

That the feveral Battalions of Scpo>s now attached to Brigades, be augmented by new Levies 
to 1000 Men, Uank and File : i'liac thc'y (lull be denominated Regiments, and that thefe Regiments 
be formed into Two Battijlions of ecjual Strength, cojililting each of Five Companies, viz. One 
Oycn^idier and JtoMr Battalion Companies ; to be compoied as follows : 


f 

1 

2 
5 


One Grenadier Company to confift of 


I/iCi;tenant, 

Sub.i'vhjr, 

Jamautdars, 

Uavilda'S, 


5 Naicks, 

2 Dru ms and Fifes, 
{ Trumpeter, 

90 Sepoys. 


One 

I Lieutenant, 

1 Subadar, 

2 Janiautdars, 
5 Havildars, 


Battalion Company to confift of 
5 Naicks, 

1 Drummer, 

I Trumpeter, 
90 Sepoys. 


That this Regiment be commandetl by a Major (to be Ailed Major Commandant) ami each BaN 
lalion of it by a Captain. 

That the StafF-efTcclivc and Non-e(Fc6live of each Battalion of the Regiment be as follows : 

I Serjeant Major, 1 | 

i Drill Serjeant, > Effedivc. I 

I (V \y j j 

I Native Adj' to b- Jamad ir, Non effedive, j| 


1 n.avilJar Major, Non-eft'eftive, 

5 Sircars, 1 

aful >Eftc(ftive. 

2 Doctors. \ 


That the EftabliAiment of Lnftnrs, Bildars, Artificers, &c. &c. and Contingencies for each Bat- 


o 


CO 


talion, and for the Major Commandant, be as follows : 
X Tindal to tlie ift Battalion, and i Coftbb to the 2d 


I 

11 : 


Ldcais — — 

Bildars _ — 

Bullock Bhefties — — 

Hand — — 

SAcepeis ■ — — r — 

Mack cries — 

Doolies and 25 Bearers, vvhen under Orders of March only 

Miftry Smith — 

fireman — 

Hammerman — 

Armourer — — I For 

sSickIcgur — 

Carptnier — 

Saifnaker — 

C buckler — 


^ For pitching Tents, &c. 

For French and the Tents, &c. 
One to each Company, 

^ For the Ollicers. 

For Carriage of Spare Arms, &c. 


repairing Arms, 
page, 6 cc, 


Camp Equi- 


Lafears 

Bullock Bhcfty 
Hand, [y 
Sweeper 

I 

Sel.Com. Rti'. V. 


- J 




For the Major Commandant. 


O 


To 



6o 

40 

80 

^50 
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To the Captains commanding the Battalions of the Regiment, for Ir^, Steel, Char.? 

coal, &(;. each — ^ 

To Ditto, for 'I wine, Line, &c. for repaiiing Camp Equipage 

To the Major Commandant, for a Writer’, Stationary, and Repairs of Ins Camp F.quippc -- 
To the Major Comntandant when on Commapd, having no inptrior OlF^r, for Hircar-? 
rahs, &c, • — — ^ ~ 3 

That a Gratuity of 6no Rupees per Month be given to each Major Commandant of a Regiment, 
in Confideration of Ins Length ot Service, and in lieu of all Pcrquilitcs and Emoluments whatloevcr, 

from which they fliall be totally excluded. ' 1 o ^ d * r 

1 hat an Allowance of 120 Rupees per Month be given to each Captain commanding a Battalion 
of a Regiment, as a Compenfation for the extraordinary Duty annexed to thu Station. 

That the SiibaUcrn Officers be inverted with the fame Command and Authority over their rc- 
fpcaivc Companies as is cxcrciled by the Captains commanding Companies m the European Rc- 

^"Th';’ the Captain, commanding Battalions ffiall exercife the fame Authority and Command over 
their rtlpeaivc Battalions as is annexed to the Station of a Field Officer commanding a Battalion of 

'’"ThaS^MajorCommandant Hiall have the fame Authority and Command over his Regiment as 
is ufually excrcifed by a Field Officer commanding an European Regiment. 

'I hat from the ill of January next the Saving in the Off- Reckonings of the Sepoy Corps (hall be 
divided amongrt tlie Majors of that Corps, who arc to difcontinuc to dtaw the prelent Allowance of 
Five Rupees per Day, which was given in lieu of Off-Reckonings. 

That Majors, when on Detachment with their Regiments, ffiall only draw the Batta of their 
Rank, excepting in Cafes where the Board may fee jt proper to admit of a further Allowance by an 

*^^That?h^Gratiiity to be given to the Majors commanding Rcgiitients, and aptains commanding 
Battalions, rtiall not be drawn by them except when prefent and returned as doing Duty with their 
rth c£live Corps. When abfciit, the next tcnior Olliccis Iball be entitled to thefe Al.uwances, 

That no Major fludl be attaclied to, or returned upon, the Strength of the Sepoys, but thofe who 

are adluallv appointed to tlie Command of Kegiments. • n 11 1 1 1 

That no NLijors Captains, or Subaltern Officers, appointed to -S.poy Regiments, ffiall hold any 

Staff Ainiointments whatever in the Army. . o • i i 1 . .u 

That Two l.ietitenaiu Colonels be attached to the Sepoy Corps of each Brigade; and that the 

following Stall be allowed to the Corps: 


I AdjutaiU, 

I (^uArtcr MaQer, 

I Qu.uttr Mailer Serjeant,] 


It 


Erteirtive. 


I Surgeon, I 

and lEffeiffive. 
6 Affftants, J 


That the Eilablidiment of 1 . 
follows : 


Tears, Artificers, Sec. for the Quarter Mailer of Sepoys, be as 


T^afcais 

Carpenters 

and 

Blackfmith'^ 


! i Scran^s 
Tindjh, 
LalVars. 


Sailmaker f ^ 
and ^ 
Chticklers. (. 


L nt pcnici s, 
p i reman, 

Fih man, 

I lammcrman. 

ailmaker, 
Ch’jcklcr, 


Bddars, 


i '“ 


r 


Bhcflics 

and 

Sweepers, 


Mate, 

Bildars, 

Culic.s. 

2 Bullock Bheftics, 
2 Hand D% 

2 Sweepers, 

2 Hand D% 

2 Sweepers, 

4 1 land l)% 

4 Sweepers, 


^ For 2 LieutcnaniCulonels. 

7 For 2^uartcrMa(lers and 
\ Adjutant. 

I P'or I Surgeon and 6 Ai- 


fillants. 


Allowance to the Quarter Mailer for keeping the Tents of the Lieutenant Colonels and Staff in 

Kt niir and lor Baiukrclls, bo Rupees per Month. . . , . , . 

That the native Commandants and Adjutants now in the Service, be continued 
fpeaivc Offices; that the foi mer be returned as a Supernumerary, and the latter as parted to 

^Thi"ffie feveral Regiments ffiall be numbered agreeable to the prefent Seniority of the Bat- 
talions from winch they arc to be formed (that is to lay) ttat the eldelt of thofe Battalions is to 

be the 111 Reoiment, the next eldeft the See ond, and lo on in the lame Order. . „ . 

That the fdlowing Regulations be oblerved in the Receipt and llluc of Ray to the Regiment. 

*^TImihe Remilaiions already crt.iblifficd relative to the Muller and Review Rolls of the Army, 
ffiall remain in^Force. with this Difference only, that the Officers commanding Companies of Sepojs 
ffiall fign the Muller Rolls of their rcipcaue Companies upon Honour, in the following 

Form. I do 
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r ilo hereby folcmnly declare upon my Honour, that the above is a true and faiild’ul MuQcr 
of the Company which I command. 

(Signed) A. B. Lieutenant commanding the 
of the Battalion of the 

Regiment of Sepoys. 

-j hat thefc Mutter Rolls be counterfigned by the Captains commanding Battalions, and the Major 
Cuinniandant of the Regiment. 

That the Pay of the feveral Companies (ball be drawn by the Officers commanding them in a 
firturcd Abftraft, correfponding to the Review Rolls which lhall be tacked to the fame j and on this 
i()int Voucher, Pay (hall be ilTucd by the Paymaftcr to the feveral Officers commanding Companies. 

1 hat the Captains commanding Battalions (hall fign the Mutter Rolls, and draw the Pay of the 
vacant Companicr, when there (hall be any, and for thofe of abfent Subalterns in their refpeftivc Bat- 
talions in the Manner above preferibed, fubferibing themftives, in Addition to the above Subferip- 

t.oii, as follows : r , 

Signed A. B. Captain commanding the Battalion or the 

Regiment, and in immediate Charge of the Company 
of the (aid Battalion. 

That the Pay of the Staff, Serjeants, Lafears, Anificers, Bildars, Bearers, &c, attached to each 
Battalion, (hall be drawn and KTued by the Captains, together with the contingent Allowances of 
their refpedive Battalions. 

That when there is no Paymlifter or Deputy prefent, the Major Commandant of the Regiment 
(hall receive the Mutter Rolls and Abftrafts of the feveral Comp.inics, tr.inimit them to the P.iy- 
maller of the Brigade, and receive front him the Amount of the Whole, and afterwards dittnbute it 
immediately to the Officers commanding Companies, ami to the Captains of the Battalions for the 
v.icant Companies (if there lhall be any) to be paid by them to their Men. 

'Fhat the Pay lhall be KTued to the Men immediately after it is received, in the Prefenc e of t!ic 
Officers commanding Companies, or theCaptains to the vacant Companies for the exad Pcriormance 
whereof they are to be held rcfponfible. 

That the Officers commanding Companies (hall, after ittuing the Pay of their rclpeftive Com- 
panies, make a written Report thereof, addretted to the Captains of their Battalions, in thclc Words : 

Sir, 

I do hereby declare upon my Honour, that the Company of Sepoys commanded by me 
have been paid their full and jutt Demands, up to the of latt according to the MulUr Roll 

fur that Month. ^ r , 

(Signed) A. B. I.ieut, commanding the Comp>' ot the Bati* 

of the Regiment. 

Cantonment at 1780. 


That the Captains ffiall lay thefc Repot ts before the Major Commandant, who (hall carefully pre- 
f.rve them, and duly iiitoim the tommanding Officer of his Brig.ade, or ot the Detachment witli 
which he is ferving, of his having received the prelcribed Reports of the regular Payment of his Kc- 
giment -, and the commanding Officers of IJiigades and Detachments, on receiving thefc Reports, ffiall 
eive due Notice thereof to the Commander in Chief. 

" I hat the Mutter Rolls and Pay Abdrads lliall be fent in to the Paymaflcrs on the Firft of every 
Moiulr, immediately after the monthly Mutter j who are direded to ifiue the feveral Amounts, when 
they have Money in their Hands, without Dekty. 

'That if it (liall happen at any Time that the Men are not regularly paid, cither from the Pay- 
matter not bcini' in Calh, or from any other Caufe, the Majors Commandants of Regiments ttiall 
lepoit it in Wtuing to the Commanding Officer of the Brigade, or other Officer under whom they 
.ire lerviii'ti who is to communicate the fame to the Commander in Chief. Tlie Majors Command- 
ants are at the fame 1 ime to fpccify what is due to their Men. 


That the following be the Ettablilhmcnt of Camp Equipage for a Regiment of Sepoys ; 


1 Field Officer’s Marque 1 

I Private 1 ent — f Commandant. 

1 NccelTarv D* — J 

2 Oblong Marque-s | Captain. 

2 NccelTary D j 


to Round Subalterns 7 t’ i ■ . 

1 for Guards, &c. 

14 Bell lents ] 


That the Commander in Chief be dcfired to carry thefc Refolutions forthwith into Execution. 


That towards completing the Battalion to be fcimed into Regiments at the Prcfidcncy, the Com- 
mander in Chief be requetted to dired fuch Drafts to be made, as he may judge proper, from tlie 
r Boglcpore 
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Boglfporc and Buxar Militia Corps •, which arc afterwards to be replaced with Recruits by the Co 
mantling Officers. . * 

That to form the Corps compofing Lieutenant Colonel pearfe’s Detachment agreeable to the n 
Eftablilhmcrt, the 20th Battalion be reduced, the Private Sepoys incorporated into the other Ban* 

lions of iliac Detachment, and a E^Taft of 3.00 Men be made from the Battalions of the iftBricaiV 
at Barrickpore. ® ** 

That the Warrant and Non-warrapt Officers of the aoth Battalion be fent to B.erhampore, to he 
paded to a Regiment to be railed in the Place of this Battalion at that Station. ’ 

That to affift in completing the Baitalions at Cawnporc to the Strength of the Regiments, his Ex 
ccllency the Vizier be requeued to permit a Draft of 400 Men, Volunteers, to be made from hil 
Boiiy Guard at Lucknow. 

That to help in completing the Battalions under the Command of Major Camac, the Corps of the 
Light Infantry, commanded by Captain James Brown, be reduced and incorporated into the Regiments 
to be fern cd from thofe Battalions. The Warrant and Non-warrant Officcry of this Corps to be 
borne on rl.t Strength of tlicfe and’thc other Regiments in the Field (till VaiCiuicies fall) as Super- 

numeran'.-;. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Ad* Sec^ 


C vO M r A R A T I V ?. 




A P P E 


COMPARATIV| STATEMENT of lilt Eiptt of Out 

EUabli 


i ' 


on tlie prefent Eftablifliment, and a Regiment of Two Battalions on 


Battalions on the prefent Eilabliihnient. 


I Captain - 

^ LieutenantJ — — 

Enligni — — 

j hcfjcants - — — - 

20 Drums and Fifes - — - 

II fmbadars, 1 of whom is Commandant - 

lo Jeniaiitdars - - 

51 liavildars, i of whom is Havildar Major 
^oNaicks - « - - 

4 Trumpeters - - - 

po Sepoys - - - 

Total to Europeans, &c. - 

Staff to a Battalion. 

I European Adjutant - - 

I Serjeant Major — — 

I Drill Serjeant - 
I Qiiartcr Mailer D® — 

I Native Commandant - 
1 IT Adiutaiit — "• 

1 Havildar Major - - 

10 Sircars - ' - 

j Do^lors - 
10 Watermen - ““ 

10 Fioncers - “ 

Total to Staff 


Lafears, &c. 

1 Tindal - 

2 Collobs - “• 

20 Lalcars - - 

ylMies, with Allowance fur Bags ~ 

j Sweepers, D“ for Brooms - 

5 Hackries - 

10 Doolies and 50 Bearers - - 

Total to Lafears, k - 


Artificers. 

2 Carpenters - 

1 Fireman - •*" 

2 Hammermen - 

1 Millry Armourer - 

4 Ai'iiioui'crs — 

2 Sailmaleis — ““ 

1 Cliiicklcr - ■" 

Total to Artificers - 
Contingencies. 

Iron, Steel, Charcoal, and Binar Medicines 
Canvas, Twine, Line, See. - 
Vc'ritef and Stationary - ^ 

Suttbee to Recruits before joining - 

Total Contingencies - 


Pay ind Gratuity, 


160 

430- 
31I 14- 

220 - 
594-- 
»35-- 
476-- 

36(5 10 8 
22 10 8 
3,966 10 8 


6,730 14 - 


20 — 
14-- 
4-- 

60 — 

16-- 

3 10 8 
100 — 

30 -- 

56 10 8 
100 — ' 


476 5 4 


7 8 

II - 

95 - 
5 i 8 

9 3 
130^ 
300- 


625 3- 


10 - 

5- 

6- 

7- 

20 - 
10 - 
4 4 


62 4 - 


120 • 

60 ■ 
60 • 
6 o- 


300 -- 


Full Batta. 


186 - 
620- 
4 ^ 5 - 

30 ■ 
200 ' 
330- 
150- 

510- 
500- 
12 • 
2,100 - 


5,103 - - 


100 ■ 
JO- 
30- 
100 - 


260 — 


4 

6 

40 

21 

6 


77-- 


27 


Additional Al- 
lowance. 


I55-- 

J 55 -- 


310-. 


Off-reckoni 


iingi, 


12 - 

60 - -. 
66^- 
25-- 

34- 
33 5 
' 5 

233 5 4l 


465 ~ -I 


3 5 

20 ~ 
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$ ' 


Total. 


1,205 - 

5 ] 1 14 
90- 

480- 

950- 
310 - 
1,020 - 
{) 00 - 
36- 


12,608 14 - 


62- 
20 - 
14- 
14- 
60 - 
16 - 
3 

200 - 
60 - 
90- 

2iO — 


23 5 4 759 10 8 


5 -i 


6 8 - 


« « Soij'Rup* H 


12 - 
18 - 
40- 
73 8 
15 3 
150- 
300- 


708 1 


4- 

7 - 

10 - 
10 - 
28-. 
4- 

6 4. 


4- 


120 -- 
60 



Eegimeoton the propofid Edablilliinent. 


1 Major — - 

2 Captains - - 

10 Lieutenants - - 

12 Drums and Fifes - - 

joSubadars - - 

20 Jcmaiitdars - - 

30 liavildars - - 

3oNaicks ^ - 

lo'lrumpctcrs - - 

joo Sepoys - - 

Total to Europeans, &c. - 


Staff, &c. 


2 ^ 


Serjeant Majors | - - 

2 Drill Serjeants ieffedive - - 

2 Qiiartcr Mailer D“) - - 

2 liavildars MajofS) ^ — 

10 Sircars, or Moor.fics) — - 

4 NiiivcMofs - 

Total to Staff - 


Labs, k 

1 Tindal ^ - 

2 Collobs - — - 

25 Lafears - ~ ^ 

10 Bildars - _ 

10 Bullock Bhellie!; for the Comp*, iiiclud’ Rags 
12 Hand!)* for the Oliicers and Serjeants, D“ D“ 

7 Sweep, rs — _ 

4 Hackries — — 

10 Doolies, and 50 Bearers - 

Total to Lafears, &c. - 
Artificers. 


2 Firemen - 
2 Hammermen - 

2 Armourers — 

2 Sicklcgurs - 

2 Carpenters - 
2 Sailmakers — 

2 Chucklers — 


Total to Aiiilicers ^ 


Contiiigerries. 


Iran,St«l,CliariMl,F)|)tr,&c,iotlieC 8 piiiK' 
tanv 4 s,'l'wiiir,Liiit,fa, - D- 
Vinter and Smoiwv, and Repairs oiCair,p 


ir,pj 


ToialContingciicie! _ 


Pay anil Gratuity, 

Full Batta. 

Additional Al- 
lowance, 

Off-reckonings, 

Toul. 

186 — 
320 — 
160 — 
132-- 
540 _« 
230 ~_ 
466 6- 
ii>6 10 8 
jd 10 8 
5,100 - - 

4*5-- 

37*-- 

1,240 - - 

120 

300 --- 

300 

500 

5OO-- 

30 -~ 

2,700 - -- 

600 

240 

310 -- 

36-- 

60 — 

50 -- 

33 10- 
33 5 4 
3 5 4 

300 -- 

1,251 - - 
932 -- 
2,410 - 
288-- 
900 - - 
6io 

1,000 - - 

900--. 

90 -- 

8,100'-- 

* 1 * 37 14 4 

6,527 - - 

1,150 - ~ 

516 4 8 

16,491 — 

32 -- 

20 


8---. 

100 -- 

32-- 

20 

2 ) 

8-- 

88-- 

32-- 

20 

2li - *- 

32 -- 

10 

8-- 

88--. 

32 -- 

jO - — 

100 

100 

- 


200-^ 

40 

40 -- 


- 

80 -- 

2 j6 -- 

200 

.38-- 

24-*- 

598-- 

J l~ 



8^^ 

12 -- 

5 8- 

3 -- 


8 — 

9 -- 

175 - - 

118 12 - 

50--. 

- 

6 4- 

30-- 

20 — 

- 


50-- 

7 u-~ 

20 — 

— 

>«4 

90-- 

(JO - 

24 

— 


14 -- 

21 7 - 

4-- 

— 


35 7 - 

no -~ 

- 

- 


120 -- 

300 -- 


— 

- 

300 - - 

7*3 3 - 

135 -- 

- 

7 4 - 

905 7- 

14 -- 




JO Ai. 

10 

4 -- 

- 

... 

14 — — 

6 — 

4 — 

- 


10 — 

10-- 

4 -~ 

- 


14 — ■« 

10-- 

4 

- 


14 — — 

10 "~ 

4 -- 

- 


14 

10- * 

4 -~ 



14 — 

10 - - 

4 -*- 

— 

- 

4 -- 

8o--~ 

34-- 

- 

- 

14 -- 

120 -- 



’ 

120 -- 

80 - - 

— 

- 

•- 

80 — 

80 -- 

— 

— 

- 

80 — 

280 - - 

- 

- 

- 

280 - - 




», 38 » 7 - 


jR 


SiL. Com, Rip, V, 


COMPARATIVE. 
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memorandum. Shewing the Saving on the new Arrangements of die Army, pioi^oleJ by 
pigadicr General Stibbcrt. 36 Regiments of Sepoys on the propofcci tftablillimeiit of 1000 
Men each, Rank and File, arc cxaftly equal to 45 Battalions on the prclent Klhblilhmtnt of 800 
Men each, Rank and File. 


36 Regiments, at Rupees 18,388 per Month each, is — _ 

^Battalions, at Rupees 14,471. 7. 8. per D”, is — — ^ 

DilFcrencc in Expence between 36 Regiments and 45 Battalions, is — 


6,61,989 12 
6,51,216 9 


»‘^.773 3 — 


Saving on Six Majors, included in the Com'* of the 36 Reei- 

ments — — _ _ 4^3,5 

Saving on the Sepoy Quarter Mailer Eilablifliment of Tcople 645 


Deducl Expence of 3 Lieutenant Colonels (truck oiF the Efta- 
bliihment of the European Regiments, and added to that of 
the Sepoys — « — — 3,189 


Remains Additional Charge on 36 Regiments — 

Expcnce of CommiBioned, Non-commiilioned, Staff, and Artificers of 3 Rcgi- 
ments of Europeans on the prefent Eftablilhment, is, per Mcnfcm — 

Expence of Commifiloned, Non-commiffioned, and Staff of 3 Regiments on the 
propofed Eflablifhment, is — • — 

Saving on the Three Regiments, by doubling up the Battalion, is, per Month 
Dcdudl Additidnal Charge on the Sepoy Corps — - — . 

Total Saving per Mcnfem by the feveral Arrangements — Rupees 

K. B. Annual Saving on the feveral Arrangements — Sonat Rupees 


2,292 — — 


8,481 

3 — 

1,04,928 

— 

67,741 

5 — 

37.186 

1 1 — 

8,481 

3 — 

28,705 

8 ~ 

3.44.466 

— 


Fort William, 23d December 

1789. 


(Signed; 

Giles Stibbcrt. 


8 T 


Sel. Com Ri.p. V. 
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R E E *0 R T 

I* 


FROM THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE, 


APPOINTED TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 


THE STATE OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE IN THE PROVINCES OF 


BENGAL, BAHAR, and ORISSA. 


Printed" in the Year M.DCC.LXXXII. 




s I X H 

REPO R T 

S*’' 

F R‘0 M THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE, 



Appointed to take into Coniideration the State of the Adminiftration of 
Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and and to report 

the fame, as it (hall appear to them, to the Houfe, with their Obfer- 
vations thereupon ; and who were inftruded to confider how the 
Britilh Poflefliojis in the £01 Indies may be held and governed with 
the greateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what 
Means the Happinefs of the Native Inhabitants may be beft pro- 
moted. 


Y our Committee having, agreeably to the Spirit of the Inftruftions of the Houfe, examined 
very minutely into the Circumftances of the Natives of India who mediately or immediately 
are fubjeft to the Britidi Government, find the Abufes and Diforders which prevail in that 
Government to be fuch, and the Opprcfilbns which the Natives fuffer under them fo various, 
heavy, and complicated, that nothing Icfs. is threatened than utter Ruin to thofe lately flourilhing 
Countries. The Government of Bengal in particular, profefTing to proceed upon certain Principles 
in the Civil Government, the OEconomy of the Revenue, the Adminiftration of Juftice, the Tenure 
of Landed Property, and the Treatment of the Princes dependent on the Company’s Power, after 
wholly overturning, by rapid and unauthorized Revolution, Eftablilhments made by thcmfelves and 
approved by the Court of Diredtors, have, under Pretence of reverting to thofe Principles, intro- 
duced a Syftcm which cannot be iupported on any wife or honourable Ground, and can only be 
produdlivc of a Continuance of the Dilbbcdiencc to the Government of this Kingdom, the Defpoiirm 
over the Natives, and theWaftcof the public Treafure for private Purpofes, which have already 
appeared in fo many repeated Inftances in the Condudl of thofe in Power in India, 

But as the Enquiry, from its immenfe Extent, has been protradled to a very late Period of the 
Seftion, Your Committee think it moft: advifablc to report thus much of the Matter by them col- 
ledcd to lay before the Houfe, in order to foim a Grt^^d for a Proceeding in the next Seftion, not 
having at prefentTime to digeft their Obfervations upon a Matter fo cxtcnfive and intricate, as well 
as of the highefl: Importance. 

Your Committee having received Information that the Governor General and Council of Bengal 
had changed the whole Syftcm of the Colledions of the Public Revenue of Bengal, as alfo the Ad- 
miniftration of Civil and Criminal Juftice throughout the Provinces, by an Order of Council, direded 
5 . tJit 


l iT I’ I'l I'V M C'(;i'-]):.nv to lay laTore thr.ii the IVctccuii'^'. whiLli were iiclJ in Bengal, on wliic'i 
ihelr iVerolutions wi re founacel. 'J'hc Court of DIreilois had not at that Time received the official 
p.n.ei:; but M ‘pr "roit, the Agent of Mr. Mallinns, hud before Your Committee the important 
Inioruuiii'.n on :hc;e I'onifs comprized In the following Papers : 


'rcin; ' r:i 

iW)vcijib'Ar 1 


ri fur ihe Acliuinidrat’on of the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, formed the 23d 
; 3 by tb: i [onourable the Governor General and Counol, in their Revenue Department. 


"^\\nu:uicrit bi.i:'. fbr ibe Adminidration offhe Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, formed the 20th 
jcbiu.iry i /Ml u/ C\c Honourable the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Department, 
Ai)|/uuli.\, N ’ 2. 

Lupv ui a Lcicr from the Committee of Revenue to the Honourable the Governor General and 
( (/diicil, biu.u.ti.i'.p, ta iliem temporary Eftablilhrnents lor the Chiefs and Collcftors ot the diOcrcnc 


lyivihoii' : , 

Aif) I’.cfoihaiorra fotmed by the Committee for condufting the Bufinefs of Departments. 

Apj.cndix, N ' 3. 

CoMpiMiiio of the Kxpcnccs of collecting the Revenues of 1186, with the new ^JEftablifli. 
iMciit lor ihr ,u!c Depat tnicnt. (Mercinafeer let forth, ^ 

Accou.it, Ihrwii'.g the particular Articles on which Retrenchments have been made by the pro- 
pofed Kflabhllnneiit. (1 Icrtinnfter allo fee forth.) 

Plan lor ihe bcttlcnK^nc of the Revenue of Bengal and Bahar for the Bengal Year 1188, formed by 
tlie Conimittcc of Revenue, and fubmitted by them to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council the 25th March 1781. Appendix, N‘' 4. 

r.xtraft of a Deticr from the Honourable the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue 
Dcpaitnunr, dated the 30th March 1781, to the Committee of Revenue, refpefting the Settlement 
of the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, fubmitted b^'chem to the Honourable Board the 29th March 
1781. Appendix, N** 

IcUimaie of what the Savings in the Revenue Department will be when the Retrenchments arc all 
(hVGcd by the Committc'c of Revenue. And alfo of the Gain that will arife from the permanent 
ihan, formed in lAbruary 1781, for the Adminiflration of the Revenues. (Hereinafter fee forth.) 

Regulations f(/r the Adminiftracion of Civil and (himinal Juflice throughout the Provinces, as 
entered in the Revenue Confultation of 6th April 1781. Appendix, N'^ 6. 

Subfidiaiy Regulations for the Dewannee Courts, as entered in the fame Confultation. Appendix, 


Major Scott alfo laid befoic Your Committee, an Extraft of a General Letter from the Governor 
Gtncial and Council, in their Revenue Department, to the Court of Direftors, dated the 5th of May 
1781 ard as this Pxtrad contains all the Arguments of the Governor General and Council in favour 
of this Change in the Mode of collcding the Revenues, Your Committee have thought proper to in- 
Icit it at large in the Report. 


I 'xtiaA of Gi; :cral Letter to the Honourable the Court of Direflors, from the Revenue Department, 

dated 5th May 1781. 

Par. lofi). lihe Plan of fuperintending and colleding the Public Revenue of thefe Provinces, 
iliroiigh (lie .\gcncy of Provincial Councils, as recorded on the Proceedings of the late Prefident and 
Council, of the 2jd ol November 1773, in this Departmer.r, having been inftituted for the temporary 
and dcclaicd Purpofc of introducing another more permanent Mode by an cafy and gradual Change, 
<0 as 10 ,ivoid the Iclfcfts of Coo fudden an Innovation, as further delineated in the fame Proceedings, 
v^h‘Kll il.ew that its principal Obje6l was to bring down all the Colledions of the Provinces to the 
PiGid.ncy, to be thcie adminillered by a Committee of the mod able and experienced of the Coyc- 
n.’.no d Servants of ihc Company, under the immediate Infpcftion, and with the Opportunity of in- 
ifant Rr'vrcncc for TnflriKftion to the IVefident and Council : We have lately conlbtuted, in confor- 
mity to this Defign, a Committee of Revenue, confillirg of Four Covenanted Servants •, who have been 
tnttulli-d with the Charge and y\dminiilrarion.of the Public Revenues of thefe Provinces, and in- 
v. ilvd 1:1 the fulldl Manner with all the Powers and Authority under our own Controul, v;hich we 
pnilMsj and (linll not relerve cxclurncly to ourfelves. 

icrh. I he Provincial Councils have been accordingly di/ToIved, and their Charge and Powers 
iranslciicd to ilie Committee of Revenue, ainl the Membeis of the Councils called to the Prcfidcncy, 
exce[)t the Chiefs of eaeh, who, with the Colledors of tf.c leparatc Diltiids, remain in the temporary 
Cliatp_^c of their rcfpcdivc Stations, untler the Authoiity ol the Committee, until they fliail be re- 
< a 1 !(. (b 

;rnh. As a farther Confeqiienrc of this Change, ilic OiTiee of Superintendant of the Khalfa Rc- 
(vu's has been abolilhcd, and the Office of the Khalla, with all its ilcpendant Offices, and all the 
Fumliotis and Powers appertaining to it, transferred to ti e Committee ^ who may be confidcred as 
tcniliiutirg in L(Ld the ancient Office of Khalfa ShcilG, 

2 *■ * 2ifl. Th^ 
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tjft. The Canotigocs have been ordered to be reinftated in the complete Charge and roficllion 
of all ^hc Funftions and Powers which conflitutionally appertain to their Oflice. 

22d. Such of the Company’s Servants as have been removed from their Offices in confcquencc of 
thefc Arrangements, we have permitted to draw the fame Allowances as before, until they (hall be 
appointed to other Offices, or until we fliall think proper to withdraw this Indulgence. 

23d. A Commiffion of Two per Cent, on all Nett Sums paid immcdi;itcly into the Treafuries 
at the Prcfidcncy, and of One per Cent, on all Sums paid into the rreafurics which remain under 
Charge of the Chiefs and Colledlors, on Account of Ihe Public Revenue, in the Courie of each 
Month, after deducing the Charges incurred in the fame Month, has, on the paffing of each Month’s 
Account, been allowed to the Members of the Committee, their Secretary, and the Adirtani of the 
late Supcrintcndanc of the Khalfa Records, in certain Propoitions, as the Reward of tlicir I'louble, 
which IS to be confidcrcd in lieu of all Salaries, Emoluments, and Perquifites whatlocver. Mr. 

Duncan, who held the latter Office, we have appointed, with the Title of Preparer of Reports to the 
Revenue Departn^jir, to perform the fame Duties, under the Authority of the Committee, and the 
occafional Orders iP this Board, as he formerly did under the Superintendant of the Khalfa Records; 
the Nature of whofc Office we had Occafion particularly to explain to you in our J xttcr of the 25th 
of November 1780; and as the fcvcral Duties therein fpccified will for the moft Parc be transferred 
to the Preparer of Reports, to be executed either under our own immediate Authority, or that of 
the new Committee of Revenue, the Services to be rendered by him will therefore continue equally 
jicceflary, as we have for feme Years part found thofe of the late Superintendant of the Khalfa Re- 
cords. As you have repeatedly, and by your latefl Advices, pointed out Mr. Duncan to I’uccecd to 
this laft Office on the firft Vacancy, we are happy to have placed that Gentleman in a Station as 
nearly fimilar to the one you intended for him, as the general Nature of our new Arrangements refpeft* 
ing the Khalfa would admit, and equally fuited to our Experience of his Induflry and Abilities. 

24ih. Mr. David Anderfon has been appointed the Prefident, and Mr. John Shore, Mr. Sdmuel 
Charters, and Mr. Charles Croftes, Members of the Committee of Revenue : And on their Admiffion conf. 20 Feb. 
to their Offices they each of them took an Oath faithfully to difeharge the fame ; not to receive, di- 
rectly or indirectly, from any Zemindar, Talookdar, Farmer, or other I.andholder or Officer, or other 
Dependant of the Committee, any Prefent or Gratuity of any Kind whatfoever ; nor to acquire or re- 
ceive any lucrative Advantages by their Offices, but fuch as fliould be publicly allowed them 
by us. 

25th. For the InftruClions which we thought ncccflary to lay down for the ConduCf of the Com- 
mittee in the Detail of the Bufincfs of their Department, we mud beg Leave to refer you to the Plan n *, 
at large, of which a Copy goes a feparatc Number in the Packet. 

26th. The Committee, in conformity to one of the Articles of our InftruClions, ffioitly after they 
aflcmbled, laid before us, Eftablifliments for their own immediate Department, and futh tempoiary n^ch Mauh, 
ones as they judged neceflary for the Chiefs of the Divifions and Collectors of the DillriCts. riicfc 
are recorded on our Proceedings, accompanied with Two Accounts, the one (hewing in general 
the Amount of the Reduction in the Charges, and the other fpecifying more particularly the Articles 
in which thefe Retrenchments have been made. The Eitabliffimenrs received our Approbation, 
and thofe for the Chiefs and Collectors took place from the Beginning of the Bengal Year 1 188. 

27th. You will alfo find on the fame Day’s Proceedings, the Regulations prepared by the Com- U ’, F)\ 
niittec in confequcnce of our Refolution to invefl: them with the Functions and Powers apjK'rtain- 
ing to the Office of the Khalfa, and InftruClions to examine and report the prelent State of the 
Offices dependant on the Khalfa, propofing fuch Alterations as (hould a[>pear ncceffiiry for 
making them anfwerablc to the Purpofes of their Inflitution : I'hefe alfo received our Approbation, 
together with a Propofal made by the Committee for obliging the Zemindais, Farmers, and 'I'a- 
lookdars to be punctual in the Diicharge of their Rents, at the ftipulaied Pcritnls, by levying a 
per Centage on the Arrears ; which we have ordered to be inferted as an Article in their Caboo- 
leats : On the other Hand, to encourage the Zemindars and other Renters to a ready Payment of 
their Kills, and to remove any Apprehcnfions they might entertain, that an nddinon.d Affelf- 
ment would be levied from thofe who are regular in their Payments; we have authorized the Com- 
mittee to declare to them, that no Increafe of Revenue ffiall be cxaCled from fuch as di ft large 
their Revenue with RiCgularity, but that they will be conlrdcred as entitled to the Favour and In- 
dulgence of Government. 

28th. I'he Committee, in confcquence of our Orders to confider and lay before us a Plan fur the o-. 
Settlement of the Revenues for the Bengal Year ii 83 , have delivered us one for that Purpolc, v-, y 0-. 
formed on the following Principles : 

29rh. In fixing the Amount of the Settlement, they propofe, as the fimpleft and eafieft Movie, 
to take the higheft aClual Collections that have been made in any one Year iVom 1178 to the 
prefent Time ; and from an Examination of the Remiffions fince granted, and a Companfon ot the 
Huftabood Accounts and the Receipts of other Years, to form a Judgment as to the Caufe of 
the Decreafe of the Jumma which has fincc appeared, paffing a Decilion, whether that Amount: 
lhall be continued, dccreafed, or inercafed ; and with regard to the Mode of the Settlement, to leave 
the Lands generally with the Zemindars, making the Settlement with il>em, particularly in the larger 
Zemindaries, fuch as Nuddea, Radfhahy, Dinagepore, Src. 

30th. Where Women or ;|Vlinors are Zemindars, they propofe, to prevent the Confufion gene- 
rally arifing from this Circumftance, by fixing a Rcfponfibility upon fon^e Perfon to whom they can 
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connantly have Acccfs, and upon whom they can enforce their Orders ; and for that Purpofe to join 
widi them in the Management their principal executive Officer, cither a Malzamin or Agent, who 
by annexing his Seal to the Agreement figned by the Zemindar, fliall bind himielt to pay up the 
Revenues, Kid by Kid •, fo that his own private Fortune being rendcied refponfiblc for the Public 
Revenue, it may be his Intercd to manage the Affairs of the Didricl w.ih Attention and a:co- 
iiomy, and to dilcharge punftually the Amount of the Monthly Kids. 

3 id. As fcvcral Divifions contain a Naiwber of petty Talookdars, with whom a Settlement has 

been made by Government ; the Committee propofe, that fuch Divifions, and particularly fuch 
parts of them as are now immediately under their Department, or are to be put under it, (hall be 
Jet to Farmers, as they would otherwife be greatly embarraffed and impeded in their general Bufi. 
fids, by entering into the Detail of a Settlement with a Number of petty Farmers and Talookdars • 
'i har for theie. Publications be made, fignifying that iealed Propofals will be received for the Farm 
of I hem *, the Committee referving to thcmfelves, the Power of rejefting luch Offers as they may deem 
inadequate, or luch as are made by Perfons who want Knowledge or Refponfibil ufl |; 

3 2d. 'i’hcy propofe, ladly, that the Period of the Lcales fhall be limited to c 3 to Year*, and iliat a 
Preference be given, at the Settlement of the next, to inch Perfons as (hall have paid up theirRents, 
making an Engagement to this Ed'cft on the Part of Government ; And that the Settlement be 
formed by themfelvcs in as many Cafes as they can, leaving it in others with the Collertor or thj 
Officer of Government. 

33d. The Whole of the Plan recommended by the Committee received our Approbation, ex- 
cept that Part wherein they propofe, in fome Cales, to leave the Detail of the Settlement with the 
Collcdor or the Officer of Government ; in refped to which, we deemed it inconfiffcnt with the 
Office of the Perion who was to have the Colleflions of the Settlement, that he (hould have any 
Concern in the Eormation of it. We therefore direded, that for fuch Diltrids as could not be 
immediately fettled by the Committee with the Zemindars, or Agents deputed by them, Perfons 
fhould be cxprd'sly deputed from the proper Offices, to form the Settlements upon the Spot, which 
IhoukI be allb made, and finally concluded by themlHves. 

34th, It being our Defire to remove every Interference and Embarraffment from the prefenc 
Syilem of Controul, to render it uniform, and to afford every Relief and Eafe both to the Ryots 
and to the Zemindars, which may be confiftcnt with it, and conformable to the ancient Conftitution 
of the Country, we have recommended it to the Committee to give all due Encouragement ro fuch 
Applications as they may receive from the Zemindars, for the Payment of their Rents immediately 
to (he Khalfa, for the Reftoration of their ancient JurifdiAion, and the confequeht Abolition of 
ilut of the Foufdarry, and for the Settlement of a fixed Revenue during the Lives of the aftual 
Incumbents ; informing them at the fame Time, that we (hall expedt from the Zemindars in return, 
anlncreafeof clicir Revenue proporiioned to the Advantages which they will derive from this In- 
dulgence. 

35th. We have accordingly referred Two Petitions, fome I’imc ago prefented to us by the Rajah 
of Niiddea, the one applying to have the Phoufdarry Jurifdiftion of liis Zemindary entrufted to 
him, the other to pay his Rents immediately at the Khalfa, to the Committee of Revenue ; with an 
Intimation that vve were inclined to comply with both j but that as the Rajah would derive confi- 
derablc Advantage from luch Acquiefcence, we (hould expeft him to pay to Government fome Con- 
fiJeration in return for fo great an Indulgence. In complying with the latter of thcle Requefts, wc 
were aduaied by the Defire cxprelTcd above, of fixing the Payment of as great a Part of your Re- 
venue at the Prefidency as poflible j and in refpedt to the Foufdarry Jurildidion, by the Idea which 
you will find more fully expreffed in a fubfcquciu Part of this Letter, which treats of the Admini- 
llration of Juftice. 

36ih. Deeming the Duty of preparing the Monthly Audit of the Accounts of the Revenue De- 
partment, for the Member of the Council Auditor ot the Week, by Mr. Crbftes, our Arcomptant 
General in this Department, incompatible with his Office as a Member of the Committee of Re- 
venue, we have delegated this Trull to Mr. Larkins, Accompt.mc General to ovir General Depart- 
ment, fo far as refpeds the Examination of the Treafury Account of that Committee, with Direc- 
tions to lay before us a Monthly Report for the Audit of it. For the more particular Nature of 
this new Office, and the Motives which induced us to grant Mr. Larkins, as a Reward for the pre- 
Icjit and former Service^i which he has rendered the Company, the Compenfation minuted on our 
Proceedinas, we beg Leave to refer you to them as noted in the Margin, and doubt not of their 
meeting your Approbation. 

37th. Wc cannot dole our Advices of the Proceedings of this Department, without making fome 
Obicrvacions upon the Nature and Defign of its Inftitution i which its apparent Novelty, the liberal 
Endowments annexed to it, and tlie unavoidable Severity with which a Change (o extend ve and im- 
portant in the Conftitution of the principal Adminillration of your Affairs, has fallen on the In- 
lerdls of Individuals, may render nccclTary, to obviate any poffible Mifconception of it to our Pre- 
judice in your Opinions. 

^Sth. Wc Ihall not be furprized if we find it imputed to the Love of Innovation ; a Charge 
v\hkh has been frequently laid againll your Adminiffrarion of thefe Provinces, and which we con- 
ceive to be unavoidable in a great Government which, like thi?, has been fuffered (b long to exift on 
I xpedients in deUulc of a fixed Conftitution, In Cuch a State, every Change of Influence muft be 
prududivc of a Change of Mcafures, whether didated by Caprice, Sclf-Fucicll, or Integrity; 

'* the 
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the Influence of the latter muft yet operate to the Introdudtion of many mote and "renter Improvr- 
ments before this Government can attain that Degree of Perfeftion, or your Pioperiy in it that per- 
manent Value, of which we think it capable. Though fuch is our Opinion of Innovations in general, 
and we mention it only that we may not be fuppofed to condemn the Ihinciplc in other Inflanco 
by the Dlfavowal of it in one \ yet we muft declare, that in no Aft of our Adminiftration have we 
obferved a greater Confiftency, or a dofer Attention ro fixed Principles, than in this. The 
Syftcm which we have thus attempted to eftablifh, %as firft devifed by the Prefidenc and Council 
of this Prcfidcncy in the Year 1773, and made a Part of the fame Refolurion, which diftributed 
the Charp;c of the Collcftions among the late Provincial Councils. Thefe Eftablilhmcnts were de- 
claredly formed for the Purpofc of introducing the former, and were intended to be gradually with- 
drawn, as Experience might render them no longer ncceflary. The Committee itlclf was imme- 
diately formed, and, to give it the greater Dignity, Two Members of the Superior Council were ap- 
pointed tq Superintend it ; although it then differed only in Name from th? other Provincial Coun- 
cils, and its dctocd Funftions were referved for a future Arrangement. 

39tli. Why ms Defign failed in its Effefts, and the Provincial Councils were permitted to remain 
during fo long a Courfc as Seven Years, in Contradiftion of their profelTcd Inftitution, it is iin- 
ncceffary to mention. It is fufficient to fay, that the Ncceftity for reverting to the original Syjlem^ if 
its Principles were juft, was never fo great as it was at the Time in which it took place, and in 
which the Prefervation of the Company’s jntcrefts, in every Part of India, depended upon the Rc- 
iburces of this. We may add, that had the fame Neceffity exifted at any preceding Time, the 
Change could not have been effefted. We have now rcfolvcd to carry it into Execution, and fliall 
be content to leave the Proofs of its Utility to a Ihort Trial *, but it will reft with your Wifdom to 
give it Permanency, by correfting its Defefts, and by obtaining the Sanblion of Parliament for its 
Burationy under the Form which fjall be ultimatily given to it. With refpeft to the Inftitution itfclf, 
it is effcntially and almoft minutely the fame as the Plan which was laid down for it in Confultation 
of the 23d of November 1773 » which we beg Leave to refer you, and for that Purpofc, to tranfmit 
a complete Copy of it a Number in this Packet. 

40th. The Allowances granted to the Members of this Board, if compared with the often fiblc 
Einolurnents which have been annexed to other Offices of this Service, will appear enormous*, and the 
Principle on which they arc formed is in its Application new, though not in Speculation \ neither is this 
the firft Inftance of it. Our Aim has been to preclude all clandcftinc Perquifites, to bind the 
Zeal and Fidelity of your Servants, entrufted with this great Charge, by the Ties of Gratitude and 
Honour, and to make their intcreft fubfervient to yours by proportioning the Rate of their Official 
Emoluments to tlie Succefs of their Official Labours, or in other Words, to the Augmentation of 
the Public Revenue and the Diminution of its Expences. We wifli to apply the fame Principle to 
every other Department of your Service which will admit of it ; and we entreat, that you will afford 
m your Credit for the Juftice and Expediency of it, on the Motives which we have thus briefly 
ftated, without expefting that wc fhould have entered into a more minute but invidious Explanation 
of them. 

41ft. In this, as it muft be the Cafe in every Reformation, the Intcreft of Individuals has been our 
principal, if not our only Impediment. Wc could not at once deprive fo large a Body of our Fellow 
Servants of their Bread, without feeling that Reluftance which I lununiiy muft diftatc *, not unac- 
companied perhaps with fome Concern for the Confequcnces which our own Credit might fuffer by 
an Aft vviiich involved the Fortunes of many, and extended its Influence to all their Con- 
neftions, 

42d. Tliis, added to the Juftice which was due to your Servants who were removed for no Fault 
of theirs, but for the Public Convenience, induced us to continue their Allowances until othcrOffices 
could be provided for them, and the more cheerfully to fubmit to the Expediency of leaving others in a 
temporary or partial Charge of the internal Colletlions, In effeft, the Civil Offices of this Government 
might he reduced to a very fcanly Number y were their Exigency alone to determine the Lif of your Cove- 
nanted Servants ; which at this Time conjijls of no left a Number than Two hundred and Fifty-two^ many 
cf them the Sons of the firft Families in the Kingdom of Great Britain^ and every one afpiring to the 
rapid Acqutfttion of LackSy and to return to pafs the Prime of their Lives at Homey as Multitudes have 
do;!c before them. Neither will the Revenues of this Ccuntry fuffice for fuch boundlefs Preten/mSy nor 
i-rc they compatible with yours and the National Interejhy which may eventually fuffer as certain a Ruin 
fora the Fffebls of private Competilwjy and the Claims of PatronagOy as from the more dreaded Calamities 
(f a 'uKy or the Other ordinary Caufes which lead to the Decline of Dominion, 

43d. We dare not purfuc this Subjeft ; nor could wc, without a Sacrifice of our Duty, withhold 
d'.is brief Suggeftion of it from your Noiice. 


Extraft of Poftcript, dated 15th May 1781. 

Wc have juft received a Letter from the Committee of Revenue, containing a fummary Report 
of their Progrefs and Expcftacions, in concluding the Settlement of thefe Provinces for the prefent 
flciigal Year 1188, accompanied with Two Accounts, the one, a Comparative Statement ot the pall 
'^nd prefent Year’s Expcnce of collcfting your Revenue, wliich exhibits an eftimatcd Saving of 
kcpccs 12,09,673. II. 12. by the propolcd new Eftablifliments for the latter ; the other, a Lilt of 
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:.ich Diftrifts as tlie Committee have alreatly compleatly fettled; by which yoU will obferve, that an 
Aocmeniation has been maile upon the Settlement of 1187, of Rupees 13,98,196. 14. 10. 3.J 
and that wi.en tl,e Settlement of all the Diftritts (hall be completed, they are of Opinion the whole 
Increale on the Revenue of laft Year will not fall (hort of Twenty-feven Lacks of Rupees. We 
tranfmit a Copy of the Committee’s Report, and of the Papers accompanying it, a feparate Number 
in this Packet, and icqueft your particular Attention to them, as containing a very explicit and 
fatisfaftory Information of the aftual State of the Collcftions, as well as of the Sentiments entcr- 
taineti, ami Meafures propofed, by the Committee, in refpeft to their future Management of thi* 
very important Branch of your Concerns. 


Your Committee thinking it nccefTary to examine fuch Witnefles as appeared to them mod: com- 
petent to give full Information upon thole Subjedfs, fummoned Major Scott, Mr. Prancis, Mr. Har- 
wood, and Mr. Baber -, whofc Examinations, and alfo the Examination of Charles >^Uiam Boughtoa 
Roule, Ef(|uire, a Member of your Committee, arc here inicrted. 

Major John Scott being examined, was afked. Whether he has any Advices from the Governor 
General, lefpc-aing the new Arrangements made in Bengal, relative to the Collcaion of the Re- 
venues ? he laid, lie has, and will lay them before the Committee— Being afked. Whether this new 
Arrangement was in conlecpience of any Orders from the Court of Dircaors? he faid, Certainly not, 
nor was ir, to his Knowledge, previoudy communicated to the Court- of Direaors before it was put 
in Execution— Being alkecC Whether the Governor General alTigned any Reafon to him, why lx did 
not communicate tins Arrangement to the Court of Dircaors previous to its being carried into Exe- 
cution ? he (.lid. No— Being afked. Whether the Conftitution of the Country Courts in the Year 
1772 W.1S not formed by the Council of which Mr. Haftings was Prefident ? he laid, Yt s— Iking 
alked, If he knew whether the Court of Diredors .approved that Plan i lie faid. He cannot tell 

^^Bem^alked, Whether he knows what had been the Orders of the Court of Diieaors, regarding the 
internarCovernment and Adminilfration of Revenue in the feveral Provinces of Bengal? he laid, 
lie docs not— Iking afked, Who formed the Plan of Provincial Councils? he laid. He believed 
Mr. Ilallings— Being alked, Whether that Plan was confirmed by the Court of Direftors ? lie laid, 
I Ic does 1101^ know but he conceives tlie Governor General and Council are competent to form any 
Plan for the Collcdtion of the Revenues— Being alked, Whether, at the Time the Plan of the Pi-o- 
vincial Councils was communicated to the Court of Direftors, it was Hated as a temporary Scheme 
ora permanent Eftablinimcnt ? he faid. He docs not know; but refers to the Records of 24th 

November 1773. , , r 1 I 1 • ■ 

1 he Cofiimiucc then reprefenting to Mujor Scott, That as they do not find the Matter explained 

in the Minute to which he refers, they ciefired him to explain how the I'.llabhlbmcnt of Six Pro- 
vincial Councils, with various fubordinate Colleaors and Officers under them, could be intended to 
introduce giadually a permanent Sylfem, which mult be created by a total Abolition of thole Coun- 
cils ? he laid, He could not explain it- — Being afked. If his Inllrudtions enable him to fay, whether 
the Plan now formed by the Abolition of the Provincial Courts, is that permanent Syltem inti- 
mated in the Conlultations of November 1773? he faid. He has laid before the Committee .in 
Extradl of that Part of Mr. Hallings’s private Letter (Appendix, N“ 8) and all the Papers which 
relate to this Plan, which he h.is received— Being afked, Whether there has not been a very 
large Expcnce incurred at the feveral Stations of the Provincial Councils, in providing Houfes and 
other Accom.nodations for the Officers of thofc Departments? he f.iid. He does not know ; but 
he ffiould iuppole they had, if they did not receive a monthly Allowance— He was then alked, 
Wiictlu r he can (late any Cafes where thofc Grants (i F.xpences have been reft rained by an Idea 
that thofc Ellabhffimcnts were only meant to be temporary ? to which he faid, No, he cannot— 
lkin>r afked, Whether the prefent Plan is not a fudden and total Innovation ? he laid, He thinks 
It is— Being afked, Whether he can ftate to the Committee any Meafures of the Government, 
at any Period fince the Year 1773, the Tendency of which Meafurc was to introduce the 
prelent Plan by a gradual Change, as Hated in the Confiiliations of 5th May 1781, rather 
than a fudden Innovation? he laid. No, he cannot; Prom the Arrival of General Claver- 
\m, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, on the 19th October 1774, to the De.-.th of Coknd 
Moiilbn in September 1776, he looks upon Mr. Haftings’s Power to have been cReaually .-mni- 
hilaieil -, and that he was a nominal Member of Government from that Period to the .Month of 
November 1780. The conftant Report of an entire Change in the Government of Bengal did, 
he believes, induce Mr. Haftings to defer carrying the prefent Plan into Execution-Being alked. 
Whether aPeifon who is out-voted in any (^ellion, is a mere nominal Member of Government? 
he laid, Not as it may happen lometimes ; but where the Members compoling the Government arc 
divided into Two decided Parties, he docs look upon the Minority as nominal Members of Go- 
vernment-Being alked. Whether that Divifion of the Council General into I’arties, is the Realon 
why the Provincial Councils have been allowed to remain Seven Years? he laid, lie believes lo; 
but he has no Authority from Mr. Haftings for faying fo— Being alked, Whetlicr the Governor 
General did abftain from propofing any other Plan during the Period of Party, or duiing the 
Period of Rumours ? he laid, He cannot particularize them ; but he has heard him lay he had— 
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Being afkfd, Whet^r he knows any thing of a Plan fcnt Home in 1775, of which the Provincial 
Councils formecl a • he laid, He does not : He has heard of fuch a Plan 5 but docs not underftand 
the Subjeft - Being alked, whether he has ever heard of a Paper, dated in April 1775, and fianed 
by Mr. Halhngs and Mr. Harwell, conveying an exprefs Declaration of their Opinions, that no 
Plan could be dcvifed to good as Provincial Councils ? he laid. He does not rccolleft it— Beinor 
alked, \^^ho compofed the Majority of the Council at that Time .? he faid, General Clavcring^ 
Colonel Monlon, and Mr. Francis— Being alked. If he knows whether the Court of Diredors have 
ever lent any Orders to the Governor General and Council not to diflblvc the Provincial Councils 
or to eltablilh any other Syftem in that Place ? he faid. He does not— Being alked. Whether he 
knows of any Objeaions which have been Hated againft the Provincial Councils, more than what 
appears in the Confultation of 5th May 1781, which he has delivered in to the Committee ? he faid, 
He doc.s not— Being alked. What particular Exigency of Affairs required thfe fudden Diffolution of 
the Provincial Councils, without confulting the Court of Diredors ? he faid. It is Hated, that it 
will be a Saving^ the Company— Being alked. Whether it was not Hated at the Time they were 
formed, that tlwV would be a Saving and Increafe of Revenue, arifing from the good Management 
to beeffeded by thofe Provincial Councils.? he (aid. He refers to the Minute of the ajd of No- 
vember 1773 (Appendix, N" i.) — Being alked. What may be the Number of Company’s Servants 
who will be thrown out of Employ by their Abolition ? he laid. He docs not know, but he be- 
lieves about Fortjr or Fifty : Mr. HaHings fays, he has provided for fcveral ol them in other 
Departments— Being alked. Whether thofe Offices cxiHed before, or had been created to fatisfy 
the Servants removed from their Stations ? he faid, Not created for fuch a Purpofe. Mr. HaHings 
mentions Courts of JuHicc to be eHablilhed at equal DiHances throughout the Provinces as mak- 
ing Pattof the new SyHcm— Being alked, Whether the Number of fubordinatc Courts of JuHicc has 
been multiplied ? he laid. He will bring the Papers relative to the EHablilhmcnt of the Courts of 
JuHice before the Committee — Being alked. Whether any Eftimate was made of tlic Expcncc of 
continuing to the Provincial Councils their Salaries after their Recall from their Offices ? he faid. He 
does nbt know 5 he has no EHimates but what he has laid before the Committee— Being alked. 
Whether, bclore the Abolition of to many Offices as would leave Forty or Fifty Servants without Em- 
ploy, any Keprefentation was made to the Court of Direftors upon the Expediency of IclTcning the 
Number of their Annual Appointments ? he faid, Not that he knows of— Being alked, Of what 
Standing in the Service were the Gentlemen thus removed from their Offices ? he faid, From Four 
or Five to Twelve or Thirteen Years— Being alked. Whether in chufing the Members of the new 
Committee of Revenue at Calcutta, a Preference was given to the Senior Servants of the annulled 
EHabiifhmcnts ? he faid. No, he believes not but the Gentlemen appointed are, he believes^ 
very generally cHeemed Men of very great Abilities and Integrity v and if the Senior Servants had 
been appointed, the Choice might have fallen upon Men not to well qualified in other Particulars— 
Being alked. Whether the Gentlemen who Hood high in theProvincial Councils were eftcemed defeftive 
in Abilities or Integrity ? he faid. He does not know that they were — Being alked. Whether he knows 
of any Complaints againlF them ? he faid. There were tome Complaints from Patna againlt Indi- 
viduals, he believes 5 but of what Nature he docs not know— Being alked, Whether there was 
againlt any other Council ? he (aid, Not that he knows of— Being alked. Whether any Hepre- 
fentation was made by the Natives, or Brittih Subjects, or King’s J udges, of the Dcfefti vends of 
that Inltitution ? he faid. Not that he knows of— Being alked. If no Rcmonitrancc was made 
upon public Grounds, nor Complaints againlt Individuals, what is the Reformation fujrporal by 
the Forty.firlt Paragraph in the General Letter of the 15th May 1781, to be cffcdled by the 
Change ? he faid, He conceives it to be the greae increafe of Revenue, which it is Hated will 
arifc from this new SyHcm, calculated for this Year at Thirty-nine Lacks of Rupees — Being 
alked, If Augmentation of Revenue does always imply Reformation ? he faid. He does not 
know — Being then alked. Whether projected Augmentations of Revenue in Bengal ufually produce 
real Augmentations ? he faid, He cannot pofitively fay : Mr. HaHings, when he came to the 
Chair, did make fcveral Rdormations ., and he.lhould fuppolc they had a very good Effcft— Being 
alked. If he knows whether this Arrangement was made in Council or by Circulation ? he faid, He 
(hould fuppofc in an a£lual Meeting of the Members, after much Deliberatiomi Mr. Wheler fully 
concurred in the Plan,, as Mr. HaHipgs informs him— Being alked. What Reaton Mri HaHings 
alTigned for not fending a Copy of that Confultation? he laid. The Revenue Pacejuet was put 
on Board the Neptune bound for Europe, and when Mr. HaHings wrote his Letter to him, he did not 
know that the Neptune would return into Bengal River, he has therefore affigncd no Reafons. 

Being alked. Whether Mr. HaHings is of Opinion, that it is the Duty of a Governor General not 
to propofc in Confultation fuch Plan as he Iball think expedient and necelfcry for the Company’s 
Service, upon a Prefumption that he (bail be out-voted upon the QpeHion ? he laid, No — Being thca 
alked. Whether great Advantages do not happen from making Propofals which may be rejcdlcd, ai 
the Company may thereby come to a timely and perfeft Knowledge of them by the Reafons entered 
in Confultation ? he faid. Yes — Being alked. Whether the fuppofcd ReduAion of a Governor Ge- 
neral to a nominal Member, by his being out-voted, docs not equally apply to any other Member 
of the Council in the fame CircumHance? he faid, Undoubtcdly-M-Being alked. What Steps Ware taken 
by Mr. HaHings on the Complaint- ag-iinlt a Member of the Provincial Council at Patna? he faid, 
He did not know — Beingqpfked, Whether Redfdls cduld not be given upon that Complaint without 
abolilbing the • Provincial Councils? he faid. He (hould, fuppofc lb— Being alked. Whether tbs 
Set. Com. Rep. VI. C Office 
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Oflkc of Supcrlntendant of the Khalfa Records is not an Office <rf Wgh Troll w the RewntJcs. 1^4 
Avhich is fuppofed to rc/quire a very confiderabtc Knowledge of that Branch f he faidt He belif;veu 
— -Bcbg adeed, Who held that Office ? he laid, Mr. Dticardl— -Being alked. Whether he wfs i .i],. 
uoied, by his Knowledge and Integrity, to be competent to the Execotkn of hi$ Duty ? he laid, 
Very fully fo-, he has always heard the higheft Charadlcr of Mr. DucareU) that he believes heluui 
been in that Office Four Years, and was confirmed in it by the Court of Diredor»~-Being a&ed. 
Whether he was removed at his own Defire? he faid. He does not knowt but he (bouid inii^iae 
that he is better pleated with his prefent Appointment, whicii he underftands to be Colle^or of the 
Revenues of Burdwan — Being aficed. Whether he has figniified this to him in any Letter which he has 
received from him ? he faid. No j it is Matter of Opinion— Being alkod, WhetJicr the Office of 
Colleffor of Burdwan is higher in Rank than that of fiuperinteodant of the Kbaifii Records? he 
He ffiould think it is— Being aiked. Whether it is a permaneat Office ? he faid, As pertnaneat at 
any other Office in the Service — Being aiked. Whether any RealAo has been affigned, why, upon the 
Appointment of a new Committee of Four Perfons for tltc general Superintendance of the Revenues, 
fo experienced an Officer, and of ib good a Charader, was not appointed a MemberiUllk faid. Not that 
he knows of — Being aiked. Whether ail the Members of the stew Committee went mone experkneed 
in the Colledlion of the Revenues than Mr. Ducareii ? lie faid. He d9re fay not more experienced-^ 
Being then aiked. Whether they were as experienced ? he faid, H« really cannot leil — Being aiked. 
Who nominated the Four Members of the Committee ? be laid. The governor General and Council 
•—Being aiked. What was Mr. Croftes’s Office before the new Arrangemeot took place? he fad. 
Accountant General of the Revenue Department, and Sub-treal'urer—rBeing aiked. Whether tiiat is 
an Office that requires ftri^ Attention and much Labour ? he laid, He ffiould fuppole it did — Being 
aiked. Whether he is inllruded with the Reafon why he was preferred to another Office of gn-ac 
Truft and great Labour, whilll he continued to hold the firlf Two great Offices? he faid. He 4 
not. 

Being aiked. Whether he has got a Copy of the Seventeen Paragraphs which precede the i8tii,of a 
Revenue Letter from the Governor General and Council, of the tfthofMay 1781 ? he faid. He has 
given Copies of all the Revenue Papers tranfmitted to him— Being adeed. Whether Mr. Haftings hat 
affigned any Caufe why he has not tranfmitted to him the Seventeen Paragraphs ? he faid. He ha$ 
not; he undcrilands Mr. Haftings has tranfmitted all the Paragraphs refpeding the new Arrange- 
ment — Being aiked. What Keafons has Mr. Haftings affigned for executing this great Change with- 
out previouily confulting the Court of Dire^ors, agreeably to thek Orders and Inftnklioflt ? Ite laid. 
No other than what arc contained in the £xtra£f of his private Letter to him, which is already before 
the Committee. 

Your Committee then examined Philip Francis, Efquire, late a Member of the Cogned General of 
Bengal; who being aiked. Whether Mr. Haftings communicated to him, before his Departure from 
Bengal, his Determination to make an entire Change in all the Revenue Eftabhffiment.s, and in tiio 
Adminiftration of Civil and Criminal Jufticc throughout the Provinces ? he faid, No— Being aiked. 
Whether there was any Prepnration made, by previous Enquiry, to afeertain the Advantages or Dilad- 
vantages of iuch a Change r he faid. No fuch Enquiries were made before his Departure, to his 
Knowledge— Being aiked. Whether any Complaint had been tranfmitted by the Natives to the 
Governor General and Council, complaining of thefe Eftabliffiments as burthenfome or infufficknt 
for their Duty? he faid. No — Being aiked. Whether there were any from the Provincial CoihkiU 
themfclvcs? he faid, No — Being aiked, Whether there were any from any of the Company’s Covenanted 
Servants? lie laid. No — Being alkccl. If Mr. Haftings had propofed to him any Defefls in thclc 
Inftitutions, would he have oppofed any Plan fora Reformation ol them? he faidt Certainly not ; 
it is probable that we ffiould have thought, that the l}'ime at which this Change has been made im* 
proper : But he did never oppol'e the Infticution of Provincial Councils ; the Inftitution was formed 
by the Government which immediately preceded the Appointment of the Governor General and 
Council, and has been repeatedly recommended to aheir Confirmation, and to that the Court of 
Dircclors, both by Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell ; and he begs Leave to refer to the Three Para- 
graphs in the Minutes of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, recorded in the Confultatioos of the a4th 
October 1774, the 12th of April 1775, and the 18th of January 1776, on this Subjefl— Being 
aiked. Whether the Court of Diredors have lent any Orders not to diftblve the Provincial Couocik, 
or toeftabliffi any other Inftitution in the Place of them, for the Collcdlion and Management of the 
Revenues, without their previous Confent and Approbation firft obuined? he faid, Yes, they 
have, in tlicir Letter of the 5th of February 1777 (Appendix, N* 9.) 

Mr. Francis was then aiked, Whether he thinks that the fudden Diflblution of the Provincial 
Councils, and transferring their Charge and Powers to a Committee of Revenue to be held at 
Calcutta, is likely, in the firft Inftance, to be attended with good or evil ConliK)uences in the Col- 
Icflion of the Revenues ? he faid. All Innovations in the Mode of colleding the Revenues, as fas 
as his Knowledge goes, have been eatcoded with immediate Increafeof Expence on one Side, aral of 
Lofs on the other; but this Difadvantage may (joffibly be balanced with future Advantages— Being 
aiked. What he thought would be the Confequence of leaving a temporary Chief of each Council, 
his Council being removed, and h« himffilf ikortly expeding a Removal ? he faid. He is not ffiffi* 
ciently Mafter of the late Plan, to know what Mr. Haftings’s Reafons ware for having a Chief, who 
it apptws wa^ afterwards to be recalled ; nor is it poffible for him to Judge what the Coadlidt of 
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futh » Chief fo ciwumftaacccj might be in that Interval-Being alked, Whether the Council Gene- 
raJ bad Reived any CompUints of corrupt Praaiccs in the Members of the Provincial CouSs f 
hcfaid, N« that ^ rccollcdls, except that a little Time before he left Calcutta, when Mr. Booth 
brought a Charge of this Nature againft lomc of the Members of the Patna Council, but he did not 
make « ne thinks he Irft Calcutta without Leave, while the Queftion was dept., dine 

before the Board Being afked, W hether the Council General has not a Power to receive fucli 
Charge, or to enquire upon Sufpicion. without making any Alteration in the ConlUtotion of the 
CouMils i be faid. Undoubtedly they have-Being alked, Whetlicr there have been Complaints to 
the GovOTor^ral and Council, of the corrupt Adminiltration of Julficc, by the Provincial Coun, 
cils in thcir Pravi^jal Adawluts . he faid, He docs not remember any, except Nadara Besum’s 
Cafe fVidc Patna Cafe, and Appendix, in the Judicature Report of la(V Seffion)— Being afked 
Whether any Compkmtsof Corruption were made to the Governor General and Council in the Fouf 
darry Junldiaton, as exercifcd under the Naib Subahs ? he faid, He does not recollca a finale 
Inftancc~Bem^(k«d, If any material Complaint bad come to the Knowledge of a Member of the 
Council, k wotSffor would not have been his Duty to bring it before the Board ? he faid He thinks 
it would— Being afted, Whether he confiders the Fouldarry Junfdidlion as a very exp’cnlivc Efta. 
blifliment ? he faid, By no Means, when compared with its Services and Duties— Being aficed' 
Whether he thinks it would be as well fupplied by giving to every Zemindar a Foufdarry [urif! 
diftion within the Limits of his Zemindarry ? he faid. If a Criminal Jurifdiaion be meant, he cannot 
conceive that fuch a Trtift can be vefted in the Zemindars, efpccially in the State to which they 
are now reduced, without a Danger of the grcatelt Abufesj there arc certain Duties of Police which 
anciently belonged to the Zemindars, and which it would be very ufcful to the Peace of the Country 
if they were ftiil obliged to perform ; he alfo thinks that a Jurifdidtion over petty Offences might be 
comm.tted to them with Advantage, for the Peace and good Order of ihc Country ; but if it is 
meant that they Ihould cxercifc the Junldiaion of the Subali or Naib Subah, he deems it a dangcroua 
Mcafure— Being alked. Whether the Zemindars might derive, from an uncorrupt Ufc of Criminal 
Jurifdiaion, loch pecuniary Advantages as would enable them to make very confidcrablc Advances 
in their Rents f he faid, No ; and he Ihould deem it highly improper in Government to make a 
Grant of fuch Powers a Condition of inercafe of Rem— And being alked, Whether he thinks it 
probable that the Appointment of a fingle Engiilh Gentleman to aditiinifter the whole Civil and 
Criminal Juftice of a great Province in that Country, fubjea to the Revifion of a fingle Judge of 
Sudder Adawlut in Calcutta, a likely Mode of correfting Abufes in Civil and Criminal Jurildiaion, 
as they were formerly exercifed ? he faid. He does not know bow it tends to produce that Effeft. 

Mr. Francis was then afked. Whether he underftood, that in former Periods the Zemindars 
have been invetted with Criminal Jurifdiaion? he faid. It is Hated in one of the Reports of the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons in 1773, that by the Conftitution in Bengal, the Zemindar 
prefidedin the Criminal Court of his Diftria, and pronounced and exccured Sentences in all Offences 
lefs than Capital. In the Courfe of a Debate at the Council Board, on the Appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn to the Office of Naib Subah, in Oaober 1775, the above Propofition was Hated by 
General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and himfelf, in the Terms mentioned by the Committee ; the 
Truth of which Propofition was abfolutely denied by Mr. HaHings, who laid, in his Reply, that he 
could pronounce with Confidence, that the Zemindars had no fuch Jurifdiftion, nor any other, except 
where the Non-payment of the Rents was concerned. The Rcfult of later Enquiries has in fome 
Degree laiisficd him, that whatever Criminal Jurifdiaion was exercifed by Zemindars, it did not go 
much beyond petty Offences j he believes it did not extend to Life or Limb. On thclc Points 
however, Mr. Francis faid, he did not prefume to fpeak pofitively— Being then afked. Whether he 
underdqod the deteftable and authorized Exaftions, Hated by the Bengal Government in 1772, and 
entered in the Report he has alluded to, relate the Mahomedan Officers of Criminal Jurifdiaion, 
or to the Criminal Courts held by the fevcral Zemindars, by Abufe called Fouzdarry Courts ? he 
faid, Fouzdarry Courts are properly Mahomedan Courts for the Trial of Crimes. The Secret 
Committee afifert, that the Zemindar, or Rajah of the DiHridI, prefided in them, and that every Fine 
impofed by Authority of thefc Courts, was a Perquilite of the Zemindar himfelf, by virtue of hU 
Tenure of the Lands. This he fuppofes made Part of the Exaftions Hated in the QiicHion— Being 
alked, Whether Reprefentations have ever been made to the Governor General and Council, of Col- 
lufions luppefed to cxiH between Zemindars and public Robbers ? he faid. Yes, he has known it 
reprefented, tKlw the Zemindars in the Province of Dacca were in Collufion with Robbers (called 
Decoyts) and even employed them. In former Times, the Zemindars were anfwcrable for Robberies 
committed within their Zemindarries. When the farming SyHem was introduced, the Zemindars 
were relieved from this Refponfibility, as well as from the Performance of fevcral other Duties 
effential to the good Order of the Country. 

Being alked, Whether all the Departments conduced at the Prefidcncy are not more particularly 
under the COntroul of the Governor General, and cfpecially thofc in which Natives are concerned i 
he faid, Such Controul is no wlicre fpecifically given by the Aft appointing the Governor General 
and Council j but it naturally, and almoH neceffarily, in many Cafes, devolves upon his Station, at 
the executive MagiHratc of the Government — Being afked, W hether all Afts of Government and 
Correfpondence with Natives, in any Country Language, are not figned by the Governor General only i 
he faid. Yes— Being alked, ’Whether, whilH the Provincial Councils cxiHed, the Governor General, 

Or any Member of the Council General, could carry on improper Prafticcs in the DiArifts, without 
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iht Probability that it might come to the Knowledge of Tome Member of the Provincial Council ? 
he faid, He thinks not— Being afked, Whether the Abolition tends to draw more Power and ul 
fiuence into the Hands of a Governor General, with the Removal of many Checks which formerly 
.exillcd ? he faid, The whole Power and Office of the Provincial Councils feems to be contraftej 
into a fmall Compafs, and veiled in Four Perfons ; they even have the Power of the Government 
delegated to them. Suppofing then, that fuch a Committee was under the Influence of a Governor 
General, or any other Member of the Government, they might become an eafier and more cffcdual 
Inllruinent of Power in his Hands, than could be obtained over a greater Number ofXommittees 
or Councils— Being afkcd, What are the Number of the Provincial Councils, jknd the Servants de- 
pendant on their Eflablifhmcnt ? he faid. The Six Provincial Councils, he believes, might have con. 
iillcti of about Forty Members when he left Bengal, and their Affillants might have amounted to 
as many more*, befidcs thefc Provincial Councils, there were fomc feparate CoHeftors, who had 
Affiltaius ; in all, he imagines about One hundred— Being afked. Whether he has underftood that 
the Provincial Councils have held their Stations with little or no public Duty to employ them i be 
faid, As long as they performed the Duty belonging to the whole Zillah or DHIhoiiv they have 
Bufinefs enough j but it is true, that in the Year before he left Bengal, fomc of thejjnr had little to 
do, owing to the Circumflancc of their Diftrifts having been divided into feparateColleflorlhips^ 
whrlc the whole Council was left with the Management and Conduft of the fmalieft Part of the Col- 
leftions r This was the Cafe particularly at Burdwan and Dinagepore. Some confiderabie GoUeftor- 
Ihips were alfo feparated from the Patna Divilion — Being afked, Whether that would have been the 
Cale if the Provincial Councils had been prelirved in the Manner they were propofed to the 
Company, on their Inftiturion in 1772? he faid, All thofeColleft/ifhips are undoubtedly Deviations 
from the original Plan of Provincial Councils ; he never heard the contrary aflerreJ— Being afked. 
Whether he docs conceive that a Angle Board at the Prefidency would be better qualified to condud 
the accumulating Bufinefs of the fcvcral Eftablifhm^nts now annulled ? he faid, If, in Addition to 
the Abolition of the CouncHs, the Chiefs alfo are to be recalled, he fhould imagine that the Com- 
mittee of Revenue at Calcutta will find their Office more laborious than they can duly execute ; 
but in this Refpeft much will depend on collateral Arrangements — Being afked, whether the Situation 
of Calcutta renders it particularly convenient to have the Powers of Government center there? he 
faid, The Situation of Calcutta, as a Scat of Government, is inconvenient •, it is not in a central 
Pofuion— Being afked, Whether there is not a peculiar Intricacy and Obfeority in the Revenue Ac- 
counts of that Country ? he faid, There certainly is ; the Accounts of a Ryot, who perhaps culti- 
vates but Ten Acres of Land, arc beyond Meafurc voluminous. 

Being afked, Whether the fame Rules and Regulations, th^ fame Standards of Decifion, the 
fame technical Language in Matters of Finance, and the fame Currency of Money, prevail alike in 
all the Provinces and Diflrifts, or is each fubordrnatc Diftrift n^arked by Peculiarities of its own ? 
In thefc fcvcral Inftances, he faid, he believes that in thefe Articles there arc great Variations in 
different Parts of the Country— Being afked, Whether he thinks it would be poffiblc or caly to 
fubje£t the Perception of the Landed Revenue, and all the Impofts which belong to it, to a furple 
and general Rate of AficfTment, without local Exceptions and WTodificaiions ? he faid, Hcfhould 
think not — Being afked, Whether thefc Circumflances do not render it neceflary to have Britilh 
Subjefts ftationed, on Behalf of Goverryment, in the feveral Diftrifts ? he faid. If native Officer ) 
could be trufled, they might do the Bufinefs *, or if the Jumma, or Amount of each Zemindarry, was 
once unalterably fixed, then he conceives that it would not be neceflary to employ Europeans, or 
not in the Numbers in which they have been employed, in the Dillri^ls— Being then afked, Whether 
any E'nquiry at the Board, concerning the State, Condition, arrd Condufil of the Provincial Coun- 
cils, was infticuted, or any Papers called for at the Board, to throw a Light upon that Suhjei^l, 
before he left Calcutta? he faid, No -Being afloed. Whether the Board," when he left Calcutta, 
was competent to the Execution of its Duties in the Revei>ue Department? he faid,’ThQfe Duties 
had been conflantly executed by the Board for Six Yeais, whilft he belonged to k, and he believes 
they were, or might have been, executed with fufficient ExafloTs — Being afked, Whether the De- 
legation of that entire Duty, with all its Powers, to a Convmittec cf Four Perfons, does tend to make 
the Governor General and Council better acquainted with the Nature of the Revenue, fo as to prevent 
all Mifmanagcmcnt in it ? he laid. It appears to him to have the oppofite Tendency ; the Boaid now 
will not have the Revenue Bufinefs before them fo conflantly and regularly as they had heretofore ; 
they will not be called upon for Decifions in Revenue Qiieflions, except upon particular References; the 
ordinary Bufinefs will be condik^ed without their Inrerpofition, and probably without their Know- 
ledge : It depends upon the Temper and Inclination of the Members of the Council General, m 
give fuch Attention to their Proccedir.gs, as may make them Mafters of the Rufinefe — Being alked. 
Whether if the Board fhould, for a conlidcrablc Time, onfic an Infpeftion of the Revenue, confiding 
in the Committee, it would not difqualify them from the Execution of their controlling Powers 
with Judgment and EfFcft ? he faid. It would have that Tendency ; the Board would gradually 
lofc the Thread of Revenue Bofinels, and after any confRicrablc Interval, would find it difficult 
to recover it — Being afked, Whether the not entering Diffents ypon the Proceedings of the Com- 
mittee, has a Tendency to make the Council General better acquainted wkh the Merits of the 
Qucfiions debated at their Board ? he faid, If the Members of the Committee, where any of thcHW 
may difapprove of a Relblution, arc not at Idberry to enter their DiflVnts on the Face the Con* 
fuJtatians c^r if they are difeouraged from doing fo, it follows, that the Members of the 
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Council, wl'O might be inclined to examine thcil- Proceeding?, will be pieJmlcd fiom aprincM il 
Jiourcc ot Information : They will only fee the final Rclolution taken, fopported, perliaps, Ln Ai- 
enments ex parte, and know nothing of the Objeftions which might have been macic to it — Bering 
aiked, Whether it will tend to give the Court of Direftors a true Knowledge of tl.e Principles on 
which the Revenue is managed, and of the Adherence of their Servants to their Orders ? he laid. 
If it tends to make the Revenue Bufincfs obfeure to the Members of the Council General, as he thinks 
it docs, it muft produce that Effcft in a ftill Ilrohgcr Degree with the Court of Directors — Being 
afked. Whether the foie Privilege in the Prefident, of preparing Materials in the Interval of the 
Meetings of the Revenue Committee, may not have a Tendency to put the Kefult of ihc Delibera- 
tions very much in the Power of the Prefident ? he faid, If the preparing of Materials be exclufively 
verted in the Prefident, he may derive from thence an Influence over the Deliberations of the 
Board. 

Being afkcd. If be knows whether the Idea of diflblving the Provincial Councils, If ever entertained 
as Part of their original Plan, was followed up or abandoned by Mr. I lalbngs and Mr. Barvvdl ? he 
faid, He knows of no Steps taken, or Declaration made, by them, tending to the Abolirion of the 
Provincial CoundNH i he has already dated to the Committee fome llrong Declarations inz^dc by them, 
which appear to him to have a contrary Tendency. 

Being afked. What Steps were taken from November 1773 to December 1780, to make the Abo- 
lition or the Provincial Councils an eafy and gradual Change? he faid, None — Being r.lkcd, Whether 
from his Knowledge of the Country he can conceive for what Purpofe the Chiefs are to be continued 
in their refpedive Diftrifts by Mr. Haftings’s new Plan ? he faid. Their Continuance is faid to be 
temporary ; but it is not explained in the Letter from the Governor General and Council, for what 
Purpofe they arc continued *, nor has he any Materials to enable him to judge of it, unlefs it may be 
poflibly to compleat the Colleftions of the Bengal Year then expired — Being afked. Whether he 
thinks, from his Knowledge of the People of Bengal, that an Hnglilh Gentleman, left alone in .1 
Province, with a public Certainty that his Office was foon to be annulled, would be able to conduct 
the Public Bufinefs with Succefs and Efficacy ? he faid. He is of Opinion there would be an End of 
his Authority in the Diftrift, unlcfs in any particular inftance it was known he had the Favour and 
Countenance of Government, and was deftined for fome higher Employment — Being afked, Whether he 
thinks it is the Wifh of the Zemindars to have all the Britifh Subjefts removed from their DKlrids? he 
faid, He cannot pofitively fay ; but he is inclined to think they would not be diflatisfied to have the 
entire Management of the Dillrifts in their own Hands— Being afked, Whether he has ever heard that 
the Zemindars expreffed their Wifhes to purchafe fuch an Exemption from the Controul of Govern- 
ment ? he faid. Yes ; and he has no Doubt but all the great Zemindars would readily pay a large 
Sum for it, if they were able— Being afked, If he thinks it would be fafe for the Government to 
allow fuch an Exemption ? he faid. He does not think it would be perfedlly fafe to leave the Zemindars 
without fome European Controul over them, that fliould obferve their Conduft — And being afked, 
Whether the prefent State of the Revenues of Bengal renders it more particularly unfafe at this Time ? 
he faid, If the Meafurcs were proper at any other Period, he (hould deem it particularly inexpedient 
and impolitic at the Time when it was adopted ; the Government was involved in Wars, and the 
Country was threatened with Invafion ; and it may be proved, by many Examples, that the Natives of 
thofe Provinces have conftantly withheld their Revenues as far as might be in their Power, when the 
Government was involved in Difficulties : It was in our unanimous Declaration to the Court of Ju- 
dicature, made in March 1780, that the Governor General and Council have aflerted, that in cafe of 
an Invafion, no further Colleftion of the Revenues could take place, unlcfs with the Affiftance of a 
Military Force (vide Report of laft Seffion, Coffijurah Appendix, N° 24) — Being afked, Whether, 
when any Attempts have been made by neighbouring Princes to invade Bengal, it does appear that 
the Zemindars have been made the inftruments of accomplifhing fuch Purpofes ? he faid, He has 
conrtantly underftood that they began with endeavouring to gain or fcducc fome of the principal 
Zemindars — Being aiked. Whether many Zemindars, particularly thofe on fome of the Frontiers of 
our Pofleffions, poflefs very cxtcnfivc Trafts of Country ? he faid, Yes — Being afked, Whether they 
arc nor generally Hindoos ? he faid, He believes there arc but few Mahomedan Zemindars in the 
Country— Being aiked, Whether there arc not fome powerful Hindoo Zemindars on our Frontier 
contiguous to the Maratta State, with whom we are now at War ? he faid, There are the Rajahs of 
Bcerbhoom, Pachctc, Biflempore, and Burclwan, who lie Weft of the River Houghly, and would be 
flirt expofed to the Excurfions of the Marattas, and whom he thinks would be likely to join them — 
Iking afked, Whether the withdrawing the immediate Controul from the Zemindars might not 
enable them to prepare for Rcfiftancc with more Efficacy ? he faid, He thinks it has a Tendency to 
ftren^then their Power, whatever it may be, and to conceal their Defigns. 

Then Mr. Haftings's Plan for the Regulation and Jnftituiion of a Committee of Revenue was 
read : And 

Mr. Francis faid, In a formal Plan, propofed by Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, for the Adminiflra- 
lion of Juftice, on the i8th of January 1776, and which they recommended to be cftabliflicd by an 
of the Legiflature, the Continuance of the Provincial Councils is exprefsiy provided for : They 
are to form Courts of Civil Judicature, next in Rank and Authority to the Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 
hit, or Superior Court; and this Part of the Plan is faid “ to have for its Groundwork the Plan 
« which was formed by the late Prefident and Council in Augurt 1772, with the Alterations fince 
•* made to it in December 1773, on the Eftabliftiment of the Provincial Councils. 
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i liC lame Plan furiher recommends “ that the following Courts fliall be eftablilhed for tlic A ^ • 

nillratioii ot Criminal Jullice*, viz. 

“ 1. The Nizamut Sodder Adawlot: 

“ 2. I'he Courts of Koufdarry Adawlut : 

And that thefc Courts be formed prccifcly on the Mode and Form eflablilhed by the P1 
“ formed by the late Prefidcnt in Auguft 1772, and intituled, A Plan for Adminijiration^^f 

jujiicer 

Mr. Francis was a/kcJ, Whether he knows how much Two per Cent, upon the Collcflion of all 
the Revenues paid at the Trcai'ury at Calcutta, will amount to ? he faid, It is impoflible to tell until 
the whole PJlabliflnncnc is fixed, and the refpeftive Amounts afeertained of the Revenue paid ciU 
redly at Calcutta, or collecftcd feparatcly in the Diftrifts — Being afkcd, Whether it would be ecmi. 
table or prudent to take from the Zemindars the Rcmiflions in their Payments, granted on account 
of Religious Ceremonies, in order to improve the Revenue ? he faid, He thinks not, provided the 
Charge on this Account be not unreafonablc or exceflive, and provided the Money be really applied to 
the Purpoics intended — Being afked, Whether he thinks it is equitable or politic to rcfiimc the 
Penfions granted to Natives of Rank, or in ConfiJeration of Public Services? be faid, In general 
he thinks not *, he fliould be particularly tender of old Grams— Being afked, Whether if the Col- 
Icdion and Management of the Revenues in the feveral Provinces is left in the Flaods of Chiefs 
and that AfTillants arc appointed to them, fuch Affiftants ought to be chofen from amongft the 
Company’s Servants by the Chiefs thcmfclves ? he faid, I'hey were always appointed by the Go- 
vernor General and Council 5 but he believes an Attention was had to the Recommendation of the 
Chief — And being afked, Whether he thinks it was proper to give a Preference to Military Pay. 
mailers ? he laid, I'he Reafon of the Preference docs not appear to him. 

Mr. Francis being alked, Whether he thinks the Company’s Inveftments could l>e made withoi’t 
any Prellicnce or Right of Pre emption cxercifcd over the Manufadlurers he faid, It will appear 
from various Opinions of his, ftated in the Company’s Records, that the Principle he conltantly 
maintained was this, That the Eaft India Company, in their mercantile Capacity, fhould go to 
Maiket for their Inveftments with no other Influence or Advantage than that which the fuperior 
Weight of their Purlc would naturally give them. Every other Influence, of Force or Authority, 
excicifcd for the pretended Purpofc of ftcuring the Company’s inveftment, he is convinced muft be 
attended with Opptellion to the Manufa£lurcrs, and in Time with the Debafementof the Manufactures ; 
Such Powers can be wanted for none but for private and pcrfonal Advantages. 

Your Committee then proceeded to examine William Harwood, Efquire; who faid, He has ferved 
in the Eail India Company’s Service Seventeen Years, and was Chief at Dioageporc from the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1775 to the Beginning of the Year 1780*, and that about ^{^.350,000 was upon a 
"Medium the Annual Amount of the ColleSions of that Divifion— Being afleed, Whether he found 
any great Inconvenience in the Colleftion of the Revenues, and the Adminiftration of Jufticc, by 
having a Provincial Council joined with him ? he faid, No — Being alked, Whether the Natives ever 
complained of that Inftitution ? he faid. He never heard they complained of it — Bcin^ alked, Whe- 
ther the Council General at Calcutta ever fignified to him that his Board was a dcfcftivc Inftitution, 
and called upon him for Materials by which a Plan might be formed for correding the Defeds, or 
lupplying it by fome other Inftitution } he faid, He docs not remember that they ever did — Being 
alked, Whether he is of Opinion, that Juftice will be better adminiftered by a fingic Company’s Ser- 
vant, with an App^cal to a Angle Judge of Sudder Adawlut, refidcnt ac Calcutta, than by the Members 
of the Provincial Councils fitting in Rotation, with an intermediate Appeal to the Provincial Council, 
and a furtlicr Appeal to the Council General ? he faid, He apprehends the latter Method will be moll 
agreeable to the Natives. 

Being alked, Whether the Collcdion of the Revenues of the Dinageporc Divifion could bear any 
confidcrablc Encreafe without Inconvenience to the Natives? he laid. He apprehends they could not; 
if they could, he fhould certainly have propoled it when he was at the Head of that Divifion— Being 
alked, Whether be thinks that in general they would require a Rcmilfion rather than an Increafe? 
he Uid, Wlien he rclidcd at Dinagcporc, the Rents of moft of the Diftridls were rated as high as 
they could well bear— Being alked, Whether he conceives that the Aircflinent of Revenue in general 
IS now higher chan before the Englifii polTcfled the Dewannee ? be faid, He docs believe in general 
it is much higher — Being afked, Whether frequent Scrutinies have not been made into the Value of 
the Lands fincc the Eftabliftimcnt of the Englilh Govcrmiicnt in Bengal? he faid, He does remember 
j't'vcral — Being afked, Whether they have produced any confidcrablc Advantages to the Revenue, 
with regard to its total Amount ? he faid, It is his Opinion, that tlicy have produced a contrary 
jvfletl — Being afked, Whether thefe new Aireffmcnrs have given Satisfaftion to the Natives, or 
been the Oaute of Alarm ? he faid, He underllood from feveral intelligent Natives with whom he 
has convcrltx!, that the attempting to make frequent new Aflcffinents has given the Natives in general 
an Flea of the fludiiating Principles of our Government — Being afked, What he then thinks would be 
the Confequcnccs of another new Aflcfl'mcnt ? he laid, It is natural to luppofc they will be ftilJ more 
confiimetl in their Opinion— Being alked, Whether he thinks that a Committee of Gentlemen fitting 
at Calcutta will be enabled, from the Pcrulal of Rates and Remlftions rcgiftcred in their Office, 
t?o make an equitable Plan for the Rife of fomc Farms and tlie Fall of others, according to their 

feveral 
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fevcral Values in the Dlvifion of Dinagcporc? he faid, lit* believes the Gentlenirn refident on the 
Spot would be much better enabled to effeft it: Ihe Gentlemen refidtnt at Calcutta ceitaiuly 
cannot enter into the Minutix of the Col ions of the Dinafrepojc OiviOon — allccd, Whether 
leaving it to the Difcretioii of any Peribns rcfidcnt at Calcutta, to raile and tali the Value of 
2emindarries and other Farms, might not give Occafion to the Extreile of inijull and milchievuus 
Partialities ? he laid, It certainly gives the Power in fome Degree, let them rtfnle where they 
^vill — Being afked. What would be the Confequt'nec of a difcrctionaiy Power of removing Zetnin- 
dars upon Refufal to raife their Rents, and putting their Lands into the Hands of Trullces for 
Government? he faid, As far as his Experience enables him to judge, the Mealure in itfelf would 
be odious to the Natives, and will not be produftivc of the End cxpe^^lcd fiom it, that of cncreafing 
the Rents — Being afked, When the Lands arc Khaf?, that is, held by Government on their own 
Account, whether the Rents do ufually amount to as much as when they are held by Zemindars? 
he laid, He believes not ; he always undcrllood that the Perception of the Revenues was always 
Id's when made Khafs, than by any other Mode — Being alked, What he conceives would be 
the Confcquencc of putting up the Zemindarries and Farms to the higheft Bidder ? he faid, In 
the Year 1772 the Governor and Council formed a Committee of Circuit for letting the Lands by 
Auftion i he has always underftood, that the Confcquencc of this Plan was an ann^l Decrcafe of 
Rent, until the Time expired for which the Lands were let — Being afked, Whether it is in the Power 
of any Committee lb to attend to the Knowledge and Refponfiblity of each Individual Farmer, as 
to prevent efTeCtually the Redu£lion of the Revenue? he laid, He apprehends nor — Being afleed, 
What he thinks of the Confcquenccs of the Appointment of a Malzamin, as dated in the 30th 
Article of Mr, Ilaftings’s Plan, and the fame being then (hewn to Mr. Harwood ? he faid. He 
does not perfcdly undcrftaiid the ^oth Article. If the Malzamin or Agent there mentioned, holds 
his Appointment from the Committee, the Collcftions will of courfe be made by him, and be* 
come Khafs, that is, collcfted on account of Government ; if the Malzamin is appointed by the 
Zemindar, there is nothing new in the Meafure — Being alked, Whether it will be polTible to get 
a Malzamin or Security to pletige his Fortune in that Manner, without a Compenlation Irom the 
Revenues of the Zemindarry ? he faid, He apprehends not — Being alked. Whether this may not, in 
ERcfti amount to a Rent Charge, arbitrarily impofed on thofe Lands ? he laid, It is certainly an 
additional Charge on the Rent— Being afked, Whether this dijcrctionary railing of Rents of the 
Zemindars, or putting their Lands to farm to the higheft Bidder, does or does not tend to the impover- 
ifliing the inferior Tenants ? he laid. If an Increafe of Rent is demanded from the Zemindar, he 
will undoubtedly procure it from his Ryots j he believes it always was lb— Being alked, 
What IS his Opinion of the difcrctionary Power of changing the Tenant every Year, or not, 
according as the CoUeftor fhall find him forward or deficient in the paying of his Rent ? he laid, 
Under particular Circumftinccs, it may be a proper Meafure j but he has always been of Opinion, 
that where the Rents were fixed for Life with the Zemindar, the Collcftions have been always molt 
regularly paid that it is a Method moft agreeable to the Natives, and Praftice has proved it moft 
beneficial to the Country— Being afked, What would be the Confequcncc of changing the Farmers 
annually, in fome Cafes at the Difcrction of a Committee at Calcutta, and at other Times by the CoL 
leftor of the Diftrift ? to which he anfwercd, That he has already faid, in his Opinion the bell 
Method would be to fix the Rents for Life*, the frequent changing of the Perfons who have Charge 
of the Rents may certainly introduce Confufion— Being afked, Whether there have not been in the 
Divilion of Dinageporc confidcrablc RcmifTions to the capital Zemindars on Account of Religious 
Ceremonies, and for their armed and other Servants? he faid, He believes fome Remilfions have been 
allowed on thole Accounts — Being alked, Whether or not thofe Charges are proper and ne- 
cefiary ? lie faid, Thofe Charges, he believes, have always been incurred, and are proper and necef- 
iaiy — Being alked, Whether in cafe the Zemindars were invefted with the Superintcndency 
of the whole Police, and with an entire criminal Jurildidtion, and made refponfiblc in their 
Fortunes for the Peace and good Order of their Diftrifts, the keeping up this Kind of armed 
Servants would not be rather more than lefs nccefiary ? he faid, Undoubtedly they would become 


more nccefiary — Being afl<cd. Whether the Sum of 1,65,207 8 17 may be cut off from the Allow* 
ances to the Zemindar of Dinageporc, without Prejudice or Opprcffion ? he laid, He apprehends tliat 

the Allowance of 1,6^5,207 8 17 was an Allowance made to the Zemindar of Dinageporc, to civ 
able him to keep up a certain and neceffary State and Dignity in his Diftrid, and that this Al- 
lowance wi.s cither given or continued to him when he was deprived of the Management ol his Ze 
mindarry, and his Lands were let by public Auaion— Being affed, Whether he ever remembered 
Penlions being granted to Zemindars, except for Services performed, or Compenfation for Lands 
taken away friL them ? he faid, No, he docs not— Being alked. Whether if the /tniindars fall into 
Arrear, he conceives, from his long Experience and Knowledge of the Colleflion of the Revenue, that 
fuch Zemindar will be able to pay not only the Arrears, but a per Centage on the Arrears . he faid. 
He has found it difficult, and in moft Cafes impoffible, to realize Arrears of Rent, much lels will it 
be pollible to colleft an intereft or per Centage iiptm Arrears which may hereafter happen Being 
alked. Whether he ever knew a per Centage levied u^.on the Arrears of a Zemindar . 
he has known Government advance Money to Zemindars to carry on the Cultivaiion of Lands, upoa 

Re-payment of which an Intereft has been received. ^ , urn- r^rre m 

fiSg afked, If a Committee of Revenue was eftabliffied at Calcutta, on whofe 1 
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DifTmts arc entered, what Means have the Council General to form tlieir Judgments upon the Pr,,. 
ccedings of that Committee, where a Divcrfity of Opinion has prevailed ^ he laid, The Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, in that Cale, muft be guided by the Majority of the Committee-, he knov/s 
Method by which they can form a Judgment of the Sentiments of each Member of the Com:n,i:-c- 
— Being afked. Whether he docs not think that a Regulation which prevents diirencient Opin. ^s 
being entered on the Public Proceedings, has a Tendency to exclude Information ? he laid, I Jc is 
Opinion it has luch a Tendency— Being alkcd, Whether u is not the Ulage of the Company’s 
Vernments, for Servants or fubordinatc Boards at the Prcfidency, and particularly lor Natives cm. 
ployed in Offices of Government, to apply for verbal Inftfuftions to the Governor alone ? he fiiid, 
He believes it is — Being alkcd, Whether the A<fls of Government, Stinnuds of Zemindarries, and 
fimilar Papers, written in any Country Language, arc ufually figned by the (jovernor alone ? he fa:d, 
1 Ic believes it is ufual — Being aiked, If the Provincial Councils are abolifhed, and their accumu- 
lated Bufinefs condudted by a Committee of fubordinatc Servants at Calcutta, would not fuch a 
Plan tend to draw more Pow'cr and Influence to a Governor General ? he faid, Ic may have fuch a 
Tendency. 

Being alked. What is his Opinion of the Appointment of a Dewan to the Committee of Kevcnr.e, 
as it may affeft the Authority of the Roy Royan ? he faid, As there is now but One Ccmmictee oi 
Revenue, and that at Calcutta, he apprehends his Authority may be in fonic Degree lelkned by ic 
--Being alked, Whether he knows who is appointed Dewan to the Committee of Revenue? hi: 

faid, lie has been informed, and does believe, that (iunga Govind Sing is appointed Dewan 

Being alked, Whether he knows that Giinga Govind Sing was fbme Time fincc difmifled from th.c 
Office of Naib Dewan to the Calcutta Provincial Committee ? he faid. He is not certain, wlicther 
he was Dewan or Naib Dewan, but he remembers his Difmiffion — Being alked, What was the Caufc 
of his Difmilfion ? he laid, He believes fomc Mifeondud and Difagrccment with fome of the Mem- 
bers of the Committee. 

Your Committee then examined Edward Baber, Efquire *, who being alkcd, Whether he was Chief 
of any of the Company’s Provincial Councils, and how long ? he laid, Of Moorlhedabad, from 
January 1775 to December 1779 — Being alked, What was the Annual Amount of the Colleftions 
within his Dillrift ? he faid, About Forty-five Lacks of Rupees, or 450,000 — Being afked, 
Whetiicr, at the Time he was appointed Chief of that Council, he conceived Provincial Council 
to be a permanent or temporary Eftablifhment ? he faid, He knows that in its Inftitution it v;as laid 
to be temporary, and he conceives that, like all other Inllitutions made by tlie Governor and 
Council, it was liable to fuch Alterations and Changes as they might pleafe to make — Being alked, 
Whahtr he had any Orders from the Governor General and Council that (hould induce him to be- 
lieve that the Eftablilhmcnt of the Provincial Councils was a temporary Mcafure? he faid, He does 
not recoiled any particular Orders dcclaratofy of its being a temporary Mealurc — Being alked. If 
lie knows of any Steps that were taken from November 1773 to December 1779, to make the 
Abolition of the Provincial Councils an eafy and gradual Change ? he faid. It did not fall under his 
Province to know the particular Mcafures of Government, and therefore he is not acquainted with 
any Steps of that kmd farther than knowing, that there were Ibmc Innovations in the Inllitutions ot 
Provincial Councils, fuch as Diflrids being alienated from the original Divifions and given to Col- 
leclors — Being alked, Whether he did, as Chief of the Provincial Council of Moorlhedabad, re- 
ceive any Orders, the Execution of which were preparatory to the Abolition of that Piovincia! 
Council? he laid, He docs not recoiled any of that particular Tendency — Being alked, Whetlic: 
he conceives that the Colledions of the Revenue would be conduded better by a Chief without a 
Council than by a Chief and Council ? he faid, He thinks that the Colledions might be better 
conduded by a finglc Peribn than by a Chief and Council, provided the Diftrid is not too large — 
And being dcfired to explain to the Committee his Realbns for that Opinion ? he faid, Ic is in the 
Power of an Individual to bellow more Time and Attention on the Duties of his Office than with a 
Council — Being alked, Whether he thinks that a Chief and Council, having Authority to depute a 
Member of that Council to any Part of his Dillrid, to examine into the Colledions on the Spot, 
luch an Pllablifliment would not be of more Utility than the Collcdtions being under a Chief alone ? 
he laid. When he gave his former Anfwer he did not mean that a Chief (hould be alone, without 
any Alfillaius i but allowing him luch Alfillants as arc neceifary to be deputed into the Diilnds, 
aiul to condud the Detail of the Bufinels, he thinks, as he l^as before la’.d, a Chief, with Inch 
A Hill ants, would condud the Bufinels better than a Couiicil— Being then alked, Suppoling a Dil- 
iii^t to be under a Chief alone, by what Means arc the Council General to acquire Information be- 
yond what that Chief lhall pleafe to tranfmit to them ? he laid, It is ufual, when there is only a 
Chief in the Dull id, and he has been in that Situation himfelf at Midnapore, for the Governor 
and Council to make him the Channel of all their Orders and Regulations relative to that Diltrid, 
tonfiqiK'inly the Means ot Information muft be through him alone— Being afked, Whether from 
Ins Knowledge of the People in Bengal, he thinks that an Englilh Gentlc;man, left alone in a Pro 
viiuf, wnh a public Certainty that his Office was to be annulled, would be able to condud the Public 
JPilincK o[ the Colic c:tions with Succefs ? he faid. He ihould think not — Being alked, Whether lie 
tiiinks It IS the Wifli of ilic Zemindars to have all Britifh Subjeds removed from their Diftrids ? 
he laid, 1 le kiicw ilu: /.mindars Dilpofitions fo well, as to fay they would L>e very glad to have as 
liLfle Liieck and Coniiuiil as pofliblc — Being alked, Whether he has ever heard that Zemindais 
ha^c cxpidfcJ their Willies to purchjfe an Exemption from the Controul of Government ? he laid, 
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fie never — Being a(ked, Whether he thinks it would be prudent for the Governmeni to recall 
(lit* Bnnfh Subjefts that arc employed as Checks upon the Zemindars ? he faid, Unlcl's he knew the 
r ri cul iJ” thofe Checks, and the Duty affigned them, he is not competent to give an Opi- 

nion upon the Subjcdl — Being afked, If, when any Attempts have been made by the neighbouring 
Powers to invade Bengal, it did not appear that Zemindars have been often made the Inibumcnts 
of <]CCompli^hing luch Purpofe ? he faid, He fliould apprehend the Hiftory of that Country would 
Ic the belt Broot on this Subjed:— Being afked, When Zemindars fall into Arrear of Rent, is it an eafy 
iVlatier to recover thoie Arrears ? he faid, A good deal depends on the Nature of the An ears, and 
ti e Uil| ofition of the Zemindar, and in general it is a Matter of Trouble and Difficulty — Being aflced, 

It Zemindars fall into Arrears, does he conceive, from his long Experience and Knowledge of the Col- 
lt\nun of the Revenue, that fuch Zemindars will be able or willing to pay a per Centage on Inch 
he faid, That the Zemindars would not be willing to pay Arrears he is very clear in, but 
IS not lb clear how a per Centage is to operate to enable them to pay fuch Arrears •, and therefore, 
;\;t u^ut fome further Explanation on the Subjcdl, he cannot give a fuller Anfwer — Being alked, 
\V‘iether he ever knew a per Centage levied upon the Arrears of a Zemindar ? he faid, No, he does 
n('t recoiled any Inftancc — 'Being afked, Whether he ever made any Reprefentation to the Governor 
(iencral and Council, while he was Chief of Moorfhedabad, of the IncfTicacy of his Provincial 
Council to colled the Revenues of his Diffrid ? he laid. Not in thole prccife Terms*, but he is not 
clear whether fome Reprclentations may not have been made for an Increalc of Power for carrying 
on the Colledions — Being aflced, Whether he thinks, that, whilll Provincial Councils exilt, the Go- 
vernor General, or any Member of the Council General, could carry on any corrupt Piadices with- 
out the Probability of its coming to the Knowledge of fome Member of the l^rovincial Council ? 
he faid, He fliould appreliend that nothing of material Confequence could be tranladed without 
its being heard of by the Chief or fome of the Council — Being alked, Whether the Abolition of 
the Provincial Councils does not tend to draw more Influence into the Hands of a Governor General, 
as alfo to the Removal of many Checks which formerly exillcd ? he laid, He thinks the more the 
interior Bufmefs of the Country is drawn to and tranladed at the Piefulcncy, the greater will be the 
Influence of the Government over the People of the Country — Being aflced, VVhat arc the Number 
of the Provincial Councils, and of the Pcrlbns dependent upon them ? he laid, He tiunks there 
are Six Provincial Councils, and all together about One huiulred Servants— Being alked, Vv hether 
the Provincial Councils were not obliged to record all their Proceedings ? he laid, Yes — Being alked, 
li there were any DilTents of thofe Councils, whether the Governor General and Cou ncil were nor 
enabled thereby to form a Judgment of the Propriety of their Proceedings ? he laid, Yts^ ecitainly 
—Being afked, If a Council of Revenue was eflablilhcd at Calcutta, where no Diflents aie entered, 
what Means have the Council General to form their Judgment on the Proceedings of iliat Council ? 
he faid, He cannot anfw'er for the Ingenuity of the Governor General and Council upon that 
Occafion — Being alked, If the Provincial Councils arc aboliflicd, and inch a Committee is cllabliflied 
at Calcutta which was to have the Charge of all the Collections ot the Provinces, would not the Islla- 
blifliinent of fuch a Committee tend to increalc the Influence ot a (jovernor General ? he laid, He 
cannot fay— Being afked. If he knows whether any Complaints have been made by the Zemindars 
to the Council General, againfl: the Provincial Councils, as an Eftablilhment grievous to them ? He 
laid, Not that he knows of — Being alked, Whether there was any Irom the Mahomedans ? he laid. 
None that he knows of — Being afked, Whether there was any liom the 1 raders and Manufadurers ? 
he laid, None that he knows of — Being afked, Whether there was from the Military ? he laid, Not that 
he knows of— Being aflced, Whether any Direftion ever came from the Governor General and 
Council, dtfiring the Provincial Councils to (late any Deteds in tlieir own L.flablifliment ? he laid. 
He cannot charge his Memory with any particular Inftancesof the Kind— Being afked, Whether iheie 
1 iS been any Complaint made by the Governor General and Council againlt t!ie Provincial Councils, 
concerning the Adminiftratioi. of Jultice, in their Charadcr of Judges of the Dewaniuc Adawluc 
Court ? he faid, Me does not know of any — Being aflced. Whether he thinks Jufticc will be better 
adminifiered by One Englifli Gentleman in that Capacity, than by the Members of the Council as 
formerly conflituted ? he laid. Yes: His Rcafons are, when a Tingle Perlon has the foie Charge of 
the Adawlur, without the Duty of a Member ot the Council to attend to, that of Supenntendant ot 
the Court, by conftantly attending to his Ofliee only, he is more converlanc with the Bulinels that 
comes befoie him : When it was conduded by the Members of the Council in Monthly Rotation, 
it freciucntly happened that their Ofliee expired in the Middle ot a Caufe, and the Succefior, who 
took it up in that Stage, was hot fo converfant in it, and being unacquainted with the Circumltai.ces 
which had pafled, the Natives often availed ihcmfelves of this Situation, and cndeavouied to perplex 
and piiz'ilc the new Ollicer as much as polfible. He has frequently licard the Members of the founcil 
at which he was Chief, complain of the Syltem of a Change by Rotation, and willi it to be fixed-- 
being alked, Whether it is his Opinion that it is better to have a fingle Rerfon rcfide in the 1 lovincial 
Adawluts, fubiee'l to the Revifion of tire Provincial Council, or to be intruded to a fingle 1 ei Ion not 
fubject to fuch Revifion ? he faid, He humbly apprehends, that in the Anfwer he has already iwde, 
giving a Preference of an immediate to a remote Appeal, he has anfwered this Qiidtion Being afkecl. 
Whether there was not an Advantage in having an Appeal from the Counledor who acted in Rotation 
to the Council at large, without being obliged to carry their Appeal to Calcutta . he laiil, Certamlj 
--Being alked. Whether the Servants ot the Company will ad in that Situation with merre Satistac^.on, 
by having the Appeals judged by the Governor General and Council, as the 5»uddcr Adawlur, or by a 
SxL. Com. Rtp. VI. £ 
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Judge of rhe .^Mipreme Court exercifing that Funftion alone, and without further Appeal ? he faid u 
cannot anfwtr for the Opinions of others, but for his own Satisfaftion he Ihould prefer an Apoe i 
to the < iovernor General and Council. 

Being afked, What is his Opinion of the Advantages of a new Aflefimcnt of all the Lands m 
Bengal? he faid, IJnlcis he was particularly acquainted with all the Circumftances under whulm 
new'^Airefitncnt was to be made, he cannot give an Opinion upon it — Being then afkcd, If a new 
AfTcdinent was to be made of the Diftrift of Moorlhedabad, does he conceive that it would admit of 
a confiderable Increafe ? he faid, he docs not— Being alked, Whether he thinks that by a mere read- 
ing and collaiing of Papers at Calcutta, a new AfTeflment of the Lands of the Country of Bengal 
Bah.ir, and Oifla, could be made with Safety and Effeft ? he faid. He thinks if they were proper 
Papers, a new Aliehirient might be made at Calcutta — Being afkcd, Whether he docs not think 
that new Aircllments have been more frequently made under the Englifh Government than under 
the Mahomedan Government, within the fame Space of Time? he faid, Under that general Dcfcrip. 
lion he cannot give an Anfwer— Being afkcd, Whether he conceives that frequent Innovations and 
Changes in the Mode of collcfting the Revenues, can be cither plcafing to the Natives, or likely to 
be beneficial to the Cohipany ? he laid, No j certainly not— Being afkcd, Whether he conceives that 
there arc Circumfiances peculiar to the Country of Bengal, or the Genius of the People, which may feem 
to render frequent Changes in the Form of Government more expedient than in other Parcs of the 
World ? he laid, He conceives that the Government of the Country of Bengal is not arrived at that 
State of Perfeeiion which many other Countries are, that therefore, in its Progrefs to a greater De. 
grec of I'erfeftioii, Changes may be necelTary — Being alkcd. Whether he docs not know that frequent 
Changes have been made in the internal Government of the Country Cnee the Company’s Acquifuioa 
of the Dewannee r he laid, Yes— Being afked, Whether he has not underftood that the Sylteni 
which was cllablilhcd by fomc of the early Emperors of Indoflan, was continued with little Change 
down to tlut Period when Bengal became the Seat of Rebellion and Anarchy i he faid, He 
undcrllood that the Syftem was uniformly the fame. 

Your Committee then examined Charles William Boiighton Roufe, Efquirc, a Member of Ye ar 
Committee *, who, from having long prcfidcd in the Provincial Council of Dacca, was very capable 
of (living Your Committee much Information on the Subjeft of their prefent Inquiry — Who bemg 
afk^. Whether he is of Opinion that Juflice will be better executed in the Provinces by a Single 
Englifh Gentleman employed for that Purpofe, with an Appeal to the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut at 
Calcutta, than in the Manner formerly uled ? he faid, He always confidercd the immediate Appeal 
from the Dccilions of the Provincial Dewannee Adawlut to the Provincial Council afting upon 
■ the Spot, on Sums exceeding x,ooo Rupees (about £, loo) rohe very beneficial to the Province, as it 

relieved the Natives from the NeceflTity of undertaking long and expenfive Journies : During the 
Three Years that he held the Station of Provincial Chief of Dacca, many Appeals were prefented, 
and deckled upon by the Board; fomc Decifions of the Provincial Adawluts were affirmed, and 
; fome were reverfed ; but the Multiplicity of Bufinefs was fuch in that Department, that they could not 

find I'inic to go through all the Appeals that lay before them : At the fame Time, he thinks it right to 
mention, that he always confidercd it as a defedive Parr of the Inftitution, that the Supcrintcndauce of 
the Adawlut Ihould be held by the Members of the Council in Rotation, and that the Superintend- 
' ant of the Atlawhu fhoiild fit at the Board on the Judgment he had paflTed — Being afked, What lie 

thinks would be the Confequence of having no Appeal except to Calcutta ? he faid, He thinks it 
,ji , nnilt pioduce the gre.iiefl Inconvenience to the Natives, by obliging them to be abfent from their 

p Province, which ir has always been held prudent in the Government of that Country to prevent: 

|i He Ihould think likcwil'c that the Subjeft in Litigation is lefs likely to be underftood by Perlon* 

i' judging without the Benefit of the local Knowledge of the Province, as every Diftrift of our Poffil- 

lions has Ufages and Peculiarities, and even ConftriK^Vions of the Hindoo Law, diffierent from each 
other ; with regard to the Mahomedan Law, this Inconvenience is lefs likely to happen — Being 
;;i alkcd, What he thinks of the Ufe of Rotation in the Siiperintendants of Adawlut, in order to prcvcnc 

' J lydemaiic Partiality or Corruption ? he faid, In that Point of View it certainly would have a good 

Tcndciuy *, but in like Degree there would be lefs Regularity and greater Procraftination in the Dc- 
cifion of Caufes— Being alkcd, Whether there was any Complaint in the Province of Dacca from 
,j’ the Delay oi Irregularity in the Adminillration of Juftice, from the Superintcndaius of Adawlut 

litilng by Rotation ? he laid, He dues not remember that it was ever made a ferious Matter of Com- 
y\ plaint with the Native. ; but he always underftood that the Provincial Adawlut was not able to go 

tluough the Wliolc of its Bufinefs ; and if the Gentleman who prefided in it, had not been under the 
Necedity of attending at the Conlultations of the Board, he would have been able to IcfTen that In- 
' convenience, by a more conftanr Application to the Bufinefs of the Provincial Court. Whether that 

^ .1 I'A'cefs of Bufinel i may arrfc from the litigious Spirit fo notorious in the Dacca Province, or may 

ii.ive happened to an equal Degree in other Provinces, he is not competent to declare — Being alkcil, 
* Whether iic did not prefide in the Dewannee Adawlut in Calcutta, and how long ? he laid, He ditl, 

i',: near Two Yeais— And being alked, Whether there was much Bufinefs in that Court, and many 

I Appc.ds ? he laid, 1 he Conilitution of that Court was fomewhat different from the Provincial 

Adawluts, as .tn Appeal was ail)wcd to the Governor and Council, upon all Sums exceeding 500 
Rupees (or 50 ) To the bell: of his Rccolleftion, the Number of Decrees palled during the 
Period abovementioned was between Two and Three thoufaiid ; The Appeals prcleiucd were, hr 
i; 7 thinks 
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ceded ihat Court, there was a Charge of 
inconfiderablc Fees to the Officeis; The Tax of 


uj Irti me grcateit ran ot tlie Caules woiilit I): decide 
an Fxpence of Five Shillings to either Party— Being alked. Whether he found ant conoi 

convenience from having a Council joined with him in the Adminillration of tli/ Kevd 


thinks,_about Twenty.five— Being afked, How many of thofe were reverfed ? he faiJ, He uocs not 
recollea any one was rever ed ; but in one Cafe there was a ll.ght Alteration made in ti.e InterJlf 
judged by the Decree of ihc inleiior Court-Being afkcd, What mioht be ti,e general Fx, eecc of 
the Inal of Caiifcs in that Court ? he laid, In the Fftablinimcntof the juduial Cmtlieiiy, wlnJi p.e- 

5 per Cent, which was paid to tlic Co npaiiy, wiili ionic 
. r O ■ r , . . 5 P*^'' Cent, was aftei wards .ib alilheJ. As to 

other Fxpenccs of a Suit, fuch as the employing of Vackeels or Agents, i!ie bringing of Witnelles 
from different Parts of the Country, &c. which muft be paid by tlKlitigating l-aices,' it would be 
impofliblc toeairnatc^thcm; but by far the greatell Part of the Caufes tvotiki b: decided without 

ridcrablc In- 

he was Chief at Dacca ? he (aul, Deliberation certainly cicatts Del.iy •, but as the Mc(.:ini>s ot the 
Council were not daily, and the executive Power was veiled in the Chief, he is not iDclmcd to think 
that the Lxiftence of a Council, if it be not compofed of too many Members, creates nny Diiliculty 
of gieat Detriment to the Difpatch of Bufinefs— Being alked, Whether, if a Chief of a Piovineul 
Council was inclined to abufe his Power, to the Detriment of the Company, or to the Injury ot the 
Natives, would or would not a Council be fome Reftraint upon him ? he laid, Undoubtedly, a con- 
fiderable one Being afked, Whether the Provincial Council had the Provifion of tlic Inveftment^ 
he faid, No, it was conduced by a Member of the Board of 1‘rade, svith a confidcraMe Number of 
OfBcers, Englifli and Natives, a6Iing under his foie Authority— Being adeed, Whether, I'uppofing 
the Provincial Councils to exill, he conceives that it would be proper to give them any Authoiiiy 
over the Company’s Commercial Concerns ? he faid, He thinks the good Condua of the Company’s 
Commercial Concerns mull require a Knowledge, which the Officers of the Revenue Department, 
though well verfed in tliat Branch, may not pofl'efs ; befides, he imagines that every Provincial 
Council mud have had Bufinefs enough of its own; and it Items contraiy to good Princijdes, to 
let the governing Power be the 1 ‘rader upon the Spot, where its ronllant Vigilance ffiould be cxeital 
to prevent any Influence of Power fubverlivc to the Freedom of 'IVade— Being alked, Whether, fiom 
his Knowledge of the Country, he thinks, upon the Whole, the Revenues will be be il collcdecf, 
and the Natives lead injured, by continuing the former Courfe of a Chief and Council, or by in- 
veding the whole Colledion of the Revenues and Civil Government in a fingle Hand, lubj(.a to a 
Committee of Revenue in Calcutta ? he faid, l-Javing frenUcnily turned the\Subiced in his Mind, 
and having aeded as foie Collcdor in one Province, and Chief of a Provincial Council in another, 
bethinks, all Circumdances confidered, the Objeds defenbed may be better accomjdilhed by the 
former than the latter Mode— Being alked, Whether the Provincial Chiefs and Councils arc per- 
mitted to accept Prefents, or any Emoluments, except their SaUiies? he laid, By the regulating 
Aft of 1773, all Perfons holding ^Stations of that Nature are prohibited from receiving Piefems’ 
and from being concerned in the Inland 'frade, or lending Money at higher Inteidl than I'wdvc 
per Cent. &c. and in a Letter Irani the Governor General and Council, dated the 9th of Mar^h 
1775, to the Provincial Councils (Appendix, N° 9) it was declared, that the Salaries then alligned 
fiiould be in lieu of all Emoluments — Being alked, Whether thefc Salaries were fullincni to mairuain 
the Chiefs and Counfcllors in a Manner luitablc to their Situations, and moderately to benefit their 
Fortunes ? he faid, He thinks ceitainly not; it would require Frugality to live crnluably upon them. 
Upon his Appointment to the Chieflhip of the Dacca Divifion, he was fo Ihongly impieiTcd witli 
the Inluflkiency of the Salaries, that he propofed a Remonllrance upon that Subje'f, in vchicli ihe 
other Members of the Council acquicfccd. A fimilar Application was icncwid, after an Interval of 
Thirty Months, but no Augmentation was ever made, although the Onciiuu CJeneral and Council 
informed them that the Calc had rc[)eatcdly been recommended to the Court of Dircftois. lie be- 
lieves fimilar Ren^onllrances were made by all the Provincial Councils. 

And the further to elucidate this Matter, Your Committee have caufd a Copy of a Eertcr from 
the Provincial Council at Dacca, of the 23d of March 1775, alfo the I'.xiiac^l of a Letter lumi the 
Governor General and Council to the Chief and Council at ikicca, <;f the 31II ( f M.iri h 1775, and 
alfo a Co[)y of a Letter from the Chief and Council at Dacca to ilie Governor Geneiul and Couiuil, 
of the ill of September 1777, to be inferted in. the Appendix, N'’ lo. 

Your Committee then n.fked Mr. Houghton Houle, Whether he has made the oiiglnal Tenure of 
Lands, in the Times of the Mogul Government, the Subject of his particular Inquiries P to wdiu !i 
he laid. He certainly did pay the grcatcll Attention to this Subjc'tl ; confidering it not only a 
Matter of curious Inquiry, but as important in the higheft Degree 10 the goiitl Government of rhe 
Territory we have acquired in India; and from the Converfation and Coriefj)on lence he hns had 
with intelligent and rcfpeftabic Men, both Mahomedans and Hindoos, and Pet Ions who had bicn 
employed in public Offices from I'w'cnty to Fifty Years, and many who remenT’iered the Stare of 
the Country Government before it fell into Anarchy, he has underllood that Zemindan ics were always 
confidered as hereditary, Idie Security of the Tenure may be inferred likewifc from an Inipeftion 
of all the Fiimauns and Grants obtained from the Emperor Terrokfere in the Year 1717, whcic the 
Permiffion given to the F.nglifli Company to hold the Diflrifts contiguous to their Faiflory at Calcutta, 
invariably annexes a pofitivc Condition, that the Lands in CLuellion Jljall be purchafed tf the Zemin- 
darsy and that the he fntisfied \ and as a farther Illuftration ot this Subject, he now 

lays before the Commiucc a Noic he had taken in the Year 1777, which was the Kclult of fomc 

Inquiries 
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Inquiries he had then been making from a very intelligent Mahomedan, who had refided principally 
in the Bahar Province, into the Nature of a Zemindarry Tenure : 

“ It appears that Zemindarries have always been confidered as hereditary ; and that the Copar- 
“ ceners in the SucccfTion of a Zemindarry derived from Defcent or Purchafe, might apply to the 
“ Courts of Juftice to eftablilh their Claim, and then have their refpeftive Portions feparated, by 
“ Application to the executive Officers of Government : That in former Times thefe Courts, com- 
“ poled of the Cauzi and Muftis, &c. were independent of the Subadar’s Authority *, fo much fo 
“ as to ifliie their Precepts (lliam) againft them •, and if at any Time the Hereditary of a Zemin- 
“ dar was infringed by the Government, unlefs as a Punilhment for Rebellion, or fome flagrant 
“ Mifeonduft in the Proprietor, it was confidered as an A 6 l of Injuftice and Tyranny : But this 
“ Independence of the Judges ceafed, and numberlefs Abufes arofe in every Branch of Government, 
“ after the Dellruftion of the Empire confequent on Nadir Shah’s Invafion, and the AflTumption of 
“ the Southern Provinces by Allivcrdy Cawn.** 

Being afked. If a Committee of Revenue was eftablilhed at Calcutta, on whofe Proceedings no 
Diflents arc entered, what Means the Council General have to form their Judgment upon the Pro- 
ceedings of that Committee, where a Diverfity of Opinions has prevailed ? he faid. None, but per- 
fonal Intercourfe with the Members of the inferior Board — Being afleed. Whether he does not think that 
a Regulation, which prevents diflentient Opinions being entered on public Proceedings, has a Ten- 
dency to exclude Information ? he faid. He thinks it appears to have that Tendency— Being afked. 
Whether it is not the Ufage of the Company’s Governments, for their Servants or intermediate 
Boards at the Prefidency, and particularly for Natives employed in Office of Government, to 
apply for verbal Inftruftions to the Governor alone i he faid, He has always underftood that it was 
fo j and that the Rules of the Company’s Government have always made the Prcfident the Channel 
of Communication with the Natives— Being afked. What will be the EfFctt, if the Provincial Coun- 
cils are abolilhed, and this accumulated Bufinefs conduced by a Committee of fubordtnate Servants 
at Calcutta, as to the Power and Influence of a Governor General? he faid. He thinks it muft 
tend confiderably to increafe the Power and Influence of the Perfon who holds that Station — Being 
aflted. Whether he conceives that the Court of Diredors will be able to form Opinions with fo much 
Knowledge of the Subjefl before them, by a Committee of Revenue at Calcutta, where diflentient 
Opinions are not entered, as they were by the Proceedings of the Provincial Councils ? he faid, The 
Corrcfpondence of fubordinate Boards and Officers mult unavoidably increafe the Lights which can 
be thrown upon the Concerns of the Bengal Government: If from the Removal of thefe fubordi- 
ratc Servants, the Information of the Governor General and Council is rendered more defedlive, it 
follows of courfe, that of the Court of Diredlors mufl be fo likcwife. 

Being afked, Whether he thinks that the Company’s Inveftments could be made without any 
Preference or Right of Pre emption exercifed over the Manufafturers ? he faid. It has long been 
his Opinion, and one which adluated his public Condudl as Chief of the Dacca Province, to op- 
jiofc that Claim of Pre-emption, and thereby render the Trade of the Province completely free and 
open 1 and he thought that the moft likely Mode of recovering a valuable Trade, which had very 
much declined. It did not appear to him, from the beft Knowledge he poflefled, that the good 
Provifion of the Company’s Manufadfures required any other Preference than that which naturally 
aiofc, or might at all Times arife, from the Priority and Certainty of Payment ; however, the Mea- 
furcs he then purfued, were made Matter of Complaint in the Commercial Department ; but wliat 
Decifion was ever pafled upon it by the Company, he is not informed. 

And Mr. Bougluon Roufe being further examined, was afleed. What he thinks would be the 
I' &edt upon tlie Revenue and the Natives, taken as a joint Confidcration, from making the Profits of 
the Collcdor entirely dependant upon and arifing from the Amount of Revenue which he colledls? 
he laid, Corifiilering Schemes of incrcafing the Revenue as a pernicious Principle, which has adfuated 
our Government at all Periods fince we have bad Poflfcffions in Bengal, he docs not think it eligible 
to make the Profits of the Colledlor arife from that Source ; he thinks a Salary more eligible j he has 
ken old Accounts of the Collcdfions of the Country Government, in which the Salary of the Col- 
ledlor was fixed by a per Centage upon the Amount of the Revenue, which was about the Rate of 
3 ])cr Cent. 

Being afleed. Whether die l.andcd Property of the Natives, Zemindars, and others, was,’'bcforo 
the Time of the Englifli Government, reckoned precarious and liable to be taken away by Govern- 
ment, whenever they Ibould think fit ? he faid, He has heard of occafional Adis of Violence, and 
more p..uicul.irly in the I'imes of Anarchy which preceded our Acquifition of the Country j but 
whilfi; ihc Mogul Government was in its Vigour, he has always underftood, that the Property of 
Zemindars was held facred -, and this Opinion he colledls from perufing Books and Papers in the 
Languages of that Country, and frequent Converfation with intelligent Menj he underftands that at 
this Time there arc fome Families of Zemindars whofe Anceftors held the fame Tracis of Countrv 
when Bengal was firft reduced to the Mogul Government by Akbar, 200 Years ago, whofe Regulations 
have been much rcfpcdled, and were continued down to the Period of the Englifti Acquifition with 
little Vaiiation— Being afked, Whether the Annual Settlement made with Zemindars was not a Proof 
that their Lands were confidered as held only by a Tenure of during Pleafurc ? he faid. He docs 
not apprehend that in Times anterior to our Pofleffion of the Country, the Revenue of the Lands 
WdS annually lubjefted to confidcrablc Changes, and even where a Deviation was made from the 
Amount of the loimcr Years, it was done by fuperadding or ftriking off from an ancient fixed 

3 Affcflincof, 
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Aflcfilnent, and not by local Scrutinies into the Produce of the Land-Being allced, Whether 

Wiis ulual to ^nc higherft Bidder, in cafe the ancient Zemindar did notchufc to fubmic 

to an arbitrary Vaiuanon . l^c laid, He never has heard of fucli a Pradicc in ancient Times ^ he 
believes Coflim Ally Cawn did make an Attempt to draw into his 'rreafury the whole Produce of tlic 
Land, and dcflroy all intermediate Profits and Agencies ; but it has always been confidered m 
Bengal an Adi of Tyranny and bad Policy— Being aiked, Whether the Property of the Zemindars 
has been equally refpeaed fincc the Eftablifhmcnt of the Englifh Government in Bengal in the Ua:e 
Manner as in the beft Times or the Mogul Government ? he laid, Certainly not •, various vexatious 
Scrutinies have been made into the Value of their Property j and particularly in the Year 1772, a 
Principle having been adopted and avowed, that Government had a juft Claim for a Revenue adequate 
to their real Value, and the Lands of the Zemindary having in conlequcnce been let to Strangers, and 
others who were the highell Biddcrs~Bcing afleed, Whether in conlcqiicncc of that Mcafure, manv 
of the ancient Nobility were not difpoflfcncd of their Ellatcs ? he laid, Yes, a great many •, he has 
underftoc^d that fomc Zemindars made a Compromife with the Farmers, to retain an Influence upon 
tlicir Zemindarries ; others continued out of Pofleflion during the whole Term of the Leafe (l ive 
Years) and during that Term the Zemindars were allowed a rateable Penfion of Ten per Cent— 
Being alkcd, What Effcdl thefe ocw Valuations had upon the general Profperity of the Landed 
Nobility and Gentry of that Country, as compared with what his beft Information reprefented their. 
Condition in former Times ? he faid, His beft Information leads him to think, that the Landholders 
of all Ranks have been much difeontented and greatly impoverifhed, and that the Land has been 
loaded with enormous Debts — Being afkcd, Whether the Rajahs and principal Zemindars appear to 
him to be in a Condition to preferve their Civil Riglus and Dignity in their accuflomed Manner ? he 
faid, He fears they arc all much degraded from their former Dignities ^ he has fecn fome of their 
Palaces, built with great Magnificence and Expence, falling to Ruin from their Inability to keep up 
their former Expcncc— Being afkcd. Whether he remembers any conliderable Houfes lately builc by 
Rajahs or Zemindars in that Country? he faid, He does not 1 erne mber an Inlbncc ot anyone-, 
he paid a Vifit to the R^ah of Nuddea, a Bramin ot ancient and diltinguilhcd Family, and lamous 
for his Learning, at his Capital of Shibnabafs, which has fcarcely been vifued l)y FAiropeans ; and 
there he faw fomc very elegant and magnificent Buildings, intended for religious Pur[^olc;s, whicli had 
been begun by the Rajah, but were left unfiniflied ; there arc many confidcrable Houfes and Tern-, 
pics built by Natives at Calcutta, but not, he believes, by Rajahs or Zemindars from any Profits of 
their Lands. 

Being atked. Whether the adlual Receipt of the Revenues has been improved in Proportion to the 
Operations which he has ftated with regard to the Tenure of Lands ? he faid, He thinks that in the 
Parts of Bengal which he has feen, the Revenue has been kept up by new Taxes upon the Cultiva- 
tor, while the real Produce of Agriculture and Commerce has been dinfinilhing — Being afked, Whe- 
ther the nominal Incrcafc of Landed Revenue, in Confcqucnce of thefe Operations, have been realized ? 
he faid, That he believes of late Years the Arrears have been far greater than were known at any 
former Periods, and that thofc Arrears in general were defperate •, however, at the Expiration ol the 
hive Years Lcafes in April 1777, a confidcrable Abatement was made, by fettling the Revenue as near 
as Circumftances would allow upon the Average Receipts of the d hree middle Years of tirat Period,, 
therefore it is to be fuppofed the eftimated Revenue would be better compleated — Being nlked, Whe- 
ther in the Province of Dacca, where he prcfided, it would be expedirnt to make a new Valuation or 
AflelTmcnt of the Land for the Purpofe of raifing the Rents ? he laid, He thinks fuch an Undertak- 
ing muft be attended with many pernicious Confcquences, and he doubes whether the Aucnipt would 
be cfBcacious— Being afked, Whether fuch new AflefTments would be ufefully or lately made 
throughout Bengal, by Gentlemen refident at Calcutta, from the mere Perufal of Papers and .Ac- 
counts ? he faid, Such an AfTcfTmcnt could only be formed from Papers to be culleded by an iiJnme 
Number of Agents, either Native or European, difpcrl'cd through the Provinces > and in his own P.x- 
perience he has never found fuch Materials to be fafe or fatisfadory — Being allced, Whether liom 
his Knowledge of the Country the granting to the native Zemindars a pemianent Pdlare in tlu ir 
Landed Property, dcfcendible according to the Ufageof the Country, and according to a fixed Rate, 
not to be altered without a dired Authority from Great Britain, w^ould be piejudici.U to the true In- 
terefls of the Company in Bengal? he faid, He holds it indilpenlably necelfary lor the Piolpciity ot 
Bengal, and fhe Happinefs of the People in general, that the Zemindars IhouKl be inviolably fccutcd 
in the Tenure of their Lands, and with a Certainty that thole Lands fl)Ould dclcend to ilieir Heirs. 
If the Revenue of every Zemindar to be paid to the State could likcwifc be freed and Iccurcd lioin 
all occafional Variations, fuch as they have experienced for fome Years paft, it muft prove highly 
beneficial to the Country and to the Company •, and as to any Imsll Inequalities which might arilc m 
the AfleflTment, as fuch there muft be in the AllUfment of every Landed Revenue, it does not appear 
CO him that any material Detriment would lefult from it. 

And with a View to obtain cvciy luforirmion on the Subjefl, Your Commirtre found it neceflaiy 
to examine into the Orders of the Court of Directors for lome Years paft, as well ludi as related to 
the Mode of collefting the Kever^ues of Bengal, &c. by the Eftabhnimcnt oi Provincial Councils, at» 
to the Attention and Kcfpe( 5 t which was due to the Rights of the Raj dis, Zemindars, and other native 
Inhabitants of thofe Provinces •, and as thofc Ortlcrs, and the Letters born Bengal, aic important and 
voluminous, Your Committee have inferred them fully in the Apj'endix, N'* 11. 

Sel. Com. Rep. VF F Your 
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Vour Committee having carefully examined the Records of the Compahy, and ftated to the 
lloufc the Orders which the Dire(Jtors had fent abroad relative to the Mode of letting their 
Lands, and the Colleftion of the Revenues, &c. they then entered into an Examination of the 
Ojjinions of fcveral of the Members of the Council General of Bengal upon thofe very important 
Loinis. 

And Your Committee find the following Extraft of a Minute recorded by the Governor General, on 
the 25th of October J774, at the firft Meeting of the Council in the new Government. 

“ The Points which I fliall now beg Leave to fubmit to your Confideration arc, firft, the Mode of 
condufting the Bufincfs of the Revenue, and next, the Political Syftem of thefc Provinces. 

“ I’bc general Mode which is at this I'ime eftablifhed for the Managemcrrt of the Collcftions, is 
as follows : The Provinces arc formed into Six Divifions, each comprehending feveral inferior 
“ Uiftndls under the Direftion of a Chief and Council j thefc receive their Orders from the Board 
“ at large, and report to them their Proceedings in a feparatc Department, called, A Council of 
Revenue j and tor the greater Facility of difpatching Bufincfs with the Inhabitants, and for the 
Prefervation of the ancient Forms and Rules of Office, a Detvan, or Miniftcr of the Revenue, is 
“ appointed to each Divifion, who is joined to the Provincial Council, and keeps all the Accounts 
and Records of the Country Languages j native Superintendants arc alfo appointed to each Diftricl 
of the Provincial Divifions, with the Title of Naibs, and correfpond with the Provincial Councils 
“ and Dewans. 1 he Dewans alfo tranfmit their Accounts and Proceedings to an Office of an- 
cient Inllitution, lately transferred from the City of Moorfhedabad to Calcutta, named, The Khall;i, 
“ which is under the Charge of an Officer, intituled The Roy Royan, who occafionally fits at the 
Meeting'S of the Councils of Revenue, and is the Channel of Communication between the Board 
“ and the Dewans, tranfmitting to the latter the Counterparts of the Orders of the Board which are 
“ fent to the Provincial Councils, and receive their Anlwers. 

“ The Exceptions to this general Syftem are, the Province of Chittagong, which, from its remote 
“ Situation and Imall Revenue, has been left under the finglc Charge of the Chief of the Faftory 
“ and the Dillrifts of Pallamow and Kamgur, under Captain Camac ; and of the Jungulterry of 
“ Curruckpoor, &c, under Captain Browne. Thefe may be properly termed Military Collcdtor- 
“ fhips : 1 licy arc compofed of the wild and mountainous Parts of the Country, which have been 
lately reduced to a State of Submiflion to Government, and require the continual Prefence of a 
Military Porcc to keep them in Subjedion. I'hc Revenue which they yield is inconfidcrable ; 
but the I’olTcffion ot them is a Security to the Peace of the cultivated and more civilized Lands 
in their Neighbourhood, which till their Redudion were continually expofed to the Ravages of 
the wild and lawlels I^cople inhabiting them. With thefc Military Colledors, the Corrcfpondcnce 
“ was carried on by the Governor only \ but according to the Inllrudions now received from the 
Company, it feems reejuifite that it Ihould in future be condiided by the Council at large. 

1 nitift beg Leave to conclude this Subjed, with earneftly offering rriy Advice for the Continu- 
“ ation of this Syftem in all its Parcs, with fuch Alterations only as the late Change in the Go- 
vernment has lendercd indifpenfably neceflary. Innovations are always attended with Difficulties 
and Intonvcnienccs i Innovations in the Revenue, with a Sulpenfion of the Culledions ; and a 
“ Change at this Sealon of the Year, would be parcicularly dangerous, as the Time of the hcavieft 
Payments is now ap(>roaching •, for the fame Keafon, your fpeedy Determination upon the future 
“ Mode of managing and collcding the Revenues, would prove of eflential Service.** 

Your Committee have alfo perilled a Plan, figned by Mr. Mailings and Mr. Barwell, for letting 
the l.ands in Bengal, :il\er the Expiration of (he Eivc Years Leafes granted in 1772 j and which 
was tranimitted to the Court of Dircd )rs with their Letter of the aS‘th March 17751 Appendix, 
N" 12 i of winch the following is an Extraft : 

\Vitli rciped to the Mode of managing the Qftleflion of the Revenues, and the Adminiftration 
“ of Jullice, none occur to us fo good as the Syftem which is already eftablilhed, of Provincial 
“ Councils, as explained in the Revenue Confultations.” 

Your Committee conlider this Plan as well deferving the Attention of the Houfe ; and therefore 
have inlerted it in the Appendix, N* 12. 

Your Committee oblerve amongft the Records of the Company, a Letter, figned by the Governor 
General and Mr. Barwell, dated the 31ft of April 1776, entered on Conliiltation 29th May, (Appen- 
dix, N® I and addrefied to the Court of Diredtors, which accompanied the Plan of a Bill, in- 
tituled, A Bill for the better' Government of the Kingdoms, Provinces, or Countries, under 
“ the Government and Controul of the Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, and for the 
“ Adminiftration of Jullice therein.** 

Your Committee find, that this Bill was framed by Sir Elijah Impey, the Chief Jullice of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, under the Sandlion and Approbation of the Governor General ; and 
even at this Period, the Ellablilhment of Provincial Councils was fo far from being confidcred as a 
temporary Meafure, that the Bill contained fcveral cnadling Claufes to cftablilh the Legality of 
the Power and Authority of the Provincial Councils. Thefc Claufes arc fo full and explicit, and of 
fuch Length, that your Committee cannot infcri them in the Report, but they arc to be found in 
the Appendix, N® jj. 

Your 
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Your ConMnittcc have .11-0 peu/ed a l>]an ot Mr. Francis, of the ,2th of January nyd- and 
,lfoa Letter fn.mM, f rancs, dared the ,2th of March following, addrclTecl to Mr Michell’ S 
erttary to the halt ndia Coiii| any ~^Mr, Iruncis, amorgll other l^oints, has entered very fully into 
the Co eftion of the Revenues, the Adminilbation of Juftice, and the Rights of the Ze-mndars 
or l.andho ders. Your Ccnmi.tee have entered bod, the Flan and his Letter of the ,2th March 
,776, in the Appendix, N” 14 ; to vt'hich they particularly requi ll the Attention of the Houfe. 

Your Committee having obkrved, that the Cou.t of Di.edois, in their Orders to Bengal of the 
5tb of July 1776, bellow much Commendation on the Council General, then comi-ofcd of Mr 
Halbngs, General Clayering, Colonel Monfon, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francs, for their laborious 
Kefearches ; and in their Letter of the 4th July 1777, very much condemn the Proceedings of Mr. 
Mailings and Mr. Barwell, when, by the Death of Colonel Monfon. the Governor GeneraFs Caftincr 
Vote gave him the Majority in the Council General •, and which Majority they declare he made ufc 
of to the Extenfion of Ins own Power; and the Directors having in the fame Letter abfolutcly forbid 
the Excrcile of any feparate Controul in the Governor General only, and alio declared that the Mi- 
nutes of General Clavering and Mr. Francis were folid and judicious, and deferving their Appioba- 
tion : Your Committee thought it their Duty carefully to examine the Minutes of both Parr es 
The Papers which Your Committee were obliged to perufe on thefe Subjeds, are fo voluminous 
that it is abfolutely impracticable to analyze them, fo as to be able to comprize them within tliis 
Report; Your Committee have therefore inferted them at large in the Appendix, N" ,5, contentimr 
themfelvcs with inferring fuch ExtraCls as appear to them nccefTary to elucidate tlie SubjeCb. ^ 

The Governor General, on the ill of November 1776, delivered in a Minute to the Council of 
which the following is an Extrad : ’ 


“ In whatever Manner it may be hereafter determined to form the new Settiement of the Provinces, 
“ after the Expiration of the prefent Leafes, it will be ct]ually neceffary to be previoully lurnillied 
“ with the accurate State of the real Value of the Lands, as the Grounds on which it is eonllrudcd. 
“ To obtain thcle, will be the Work of much official Knowledge; fomc Management and unremitteci 
“ Labour in compiling and collcding the Accounts of the pad Colledions, m digtiling the Ma- 
“ tcrials which may be furnilhed by the Provincial Councils and Dewans, in illuing Orders lor 
“ Special Accounts and other Materials of Information, and in deputing Native Officers on occa- 
“ fional Invelligations. 

“ It is impolfiblc for the Board to condud a Bufinefs of fuch Detail ; neither can it be left wholly 
“ to the Provincial Councils ; It requires Uniformity in the Defign, Authority in the Execution, 
“ and an extraordinary Share of Rcrponfibility, to animate the Zeal of thole who are cntrulltd with 
“ the Charge of it. 

“ I therefore propofe, That a temporary Office be conftituted to execute this Bufinefs, under the 
“ Condud of One or Two Covenanted Servants of the Company, affifted by a Dewan and other 
‘‘ Officers, either fcledcd from th? Offices of the Khalfa, or occafionally chofen for Special Cotn- 
“ miffions ; that for the Sake of Difpatch, all Orders ifliicd from this Office, for the Execution of 
“ fuch particular Services as ffiall have received the general Sandion of the Board, be written in the 

Name of the Governor General, and the Controul of it be committed to his immediate Charge.” 

Your Committee find. That on the 12th November the Governor General delivers in the follow- 
ing Minute ; 

“ The Governor General recommends the following fixed Eftablifliment for the Office propofed in 
“ his Minute of the ifi Inllant: 
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“ Eftabliflimcnt for the Office. 


“ Mr, David Anderfon? Superintendants,? 


** Mr. George Bogle f at 1,200 R’cachC 


‘‘ Pcrfian Tranflator 


200 

Writers — — 

to-. 

300 

“ Office Rent — — 


400 

“ Caodlcs and petty Charges 

— 

50 



3.350 

Native Officers^ 



** A Peiflicar, ^ 



“ A Naib — — 

to^ 

250 

** A Shefiftadar — — 


100 

Five Pcrfian Moheriers, at 50 — 

.to— 

250 

“ 5 Bengal D% at 40 •— 


200 

2 Moonfliies — 


150 

2 Ditto — — 

to— 

60 

•• A Head Moherir, for tranfiating 


too 

2 Under Moherirs 

to— 

80 

A Mcrdah — — 

to— 

20 

10 Peons - — — 

— 

40 

A jemitdar — ~ 


*5 

“10 JHircarrahs — — 

to— 

50 

2 Dufterbunds 

to— 

10 

2 Fraffics — — 

to— 

8 

A Muflalchy ~ 

— 

5 

A Sharoo — ~ 


3 

“ Oil, Candles, &c. •— 

— 

30 

** Paper, Pens, &c. — 

— 

100 



= — 1.47* 



4.821 


“ Occafional Aumiens, and other incidental Charges. 

‘‘ Thefc cannot be fixed, nor eftimated. 

“ He has affixed the Names of the Gentlemen whom he wilhes to be nominated to the Superin- 
« tendance of this Eftabliffimcnt, bccaufe he confiders them as cflcntial Parts of it, having made 
“ Choice of them as Perfons endowed both with Talents and Knowledge peculiarly adapted to the 
“ Duties affigned them, and on whofe Difpofitions he can entirely depend for their cordial Agrec- 
“ ment with each other in the Difcharge of them. He rccoffimehds Mr. Henry Vanfittart to be the 
“ Perlian 'I'randator. He alfo recommends that the Office of Peifficar be affigned to Gunga Govind 
“ Sing, the Naib Dewan of the Khalfa, and that he be allowed 700 Rupees per Month for his 
“ Salary as Naib Dewan of the Khalfa only, none having been yet allotted to that Station. 

“ The known Abilities of Gunga Govind Sing will jullify the Preference ffiewn to him in this 
“ Appointment. The Bufinefs in its Detail muft b^COndudled by a Peifficar. The Gentlemen to 
“ whom the Governor General propofes to commit the Direftion of it, will think it no Degradation 
“ from their Charaders, of which no Man can have an higher Ellimation than he has, or a more 
“ perfed Reliance on their Integrity, if he exprefles it as his Opinion, that the greateft Experience 
“ which can fall to the Lot of any Covenanted Servant of llic Company will prove unequal to the 
“ minute inveftigation of all the progrellivc Oper.uions of the Revenue in this Country, without 
“ the Aid of that profeffional Knowledge which is pofTcflcd by the Native Muttafuddics of Bengal, 
“ of whom Gunga Govind Sing is inconicflibly the kirlf. 

“ I'or the Kc-imburfement of the Charges of tins Olfice, ffiould the Amount prove fo confiderahle 
“ as to require it, a Imall Fee may be taken on each Amil-nama or Caboolcat to be granted in the 
“ future Settlement, which will not atfed the Jumma, nor be felt at fuch a'J'ime by thofe who wdl 
“ be requiicd to pay it. 

“ (Signed) Warren I ladings. 


“ Mr. Barwell — I approve. 

“ Mr. Francis — My Ohjedions to the Mcafure itfclf have been dated at large. As they have 
“ been over-ruled by a Refolution of the Board, I ffiall make no others. 

“ Refolvcd, That the Office be edablifficd, and the Appointments made, as propofed by the Go- 
vtrnor General.” 
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1°^ c^u- Mealurcs which Were purfued in conlcqucnce of this 
Eftabhrhmcnt. were the Subjeft of much Dilbumon in the Council General. And Your Committee 
oblirve, that upon fomc Matter of Information which the Governor General thought neLrirary to 
obtain, he fubmitted, in a Minute ot the 26th March 1777, fevcral Qiicrtions to GuiiMd (iovind 
Sing, the Naib Canongoe; which Queftlons, with their Anfwers. appear in the Appendix, N» ir. 

Your Committee o^ierve, that Mr. hrancis, in a Reply to the Governor General’s Minute dated 
the 28th of the fame Month, thus exprefles his Opinion ; 

» Gunga Govind Sing, to whofe Evidence in any of the prefent Queftions I think the Governor 
» General Ihould not have appealed, fmee he is in fadl the Author of the Scheme, and the principal 
“ Jnftrumcnt to carry it into Execution.’* 

And in the fame Minute Mr. Francis afterwards adds: “ I have already obferved, that Gunga 

Govind Sing is ^ i^^rty to the prefent Inquifition, and a principal Aftor in it ; he is immediately 
“ interefted in the Inltitution ot the new Office, and the Perfon moft likely to be benefited by the 
“ Profccution of the Bufincfs.** ^ 


Your Committee find, that the Difapprobation of the Court of Diredlors, and the Orders which 
in confcqucnce weie fent to Bengal at that 1 ime, prevented the further Execution of the Governor 
GeneraPs Plan, as will appear by the Letter of the Governor General and Council, dated the i8th 
November 1777. 

Your Committee in this Place beg Leave to obferve, that the Court of Diredors, in their General 
Letter to the Governor General and Council of Bengal, dated 5th February 1777, make ule of the 
following Words : 

“ If you are fully convinced that the Eftabliffiment of the Provincial Councils has not anfwcred, 
“ nor is capable of anlwering the Purpofes intended by fuch Inrtitution, we hereby direct you to 
form a new Plan for the Collcdtion of the Revenues, and to tranfmit the fame to us for our Coii- 
fideration.** 


But Your Committee do not find that any fuch Plan was formed, ot if formed, was received by 
the Court of Direftors, until they received the Papers communicated to them by Major bcotc, the 
Agent of Mr. HaftingSi 

In examining this Plan of the Governor General, Your Committee obferve, that the Excrcife of 
the Duties of the Office of Roy Koyan, which conttituteci a principal Part in that which he in- 
tended to be permanent, if not ablblutcly annihilated, is rendered of very little Confcqucnce ; as 
appears by the following Extracts from a Letter of the Committee of Revenue to the Governor 
General and Council. . 

‘‘ That it appears to the Committee, that as the Roy Royan was originally dependant on the 
“ Board of Revenue, and direfted to attend there, he Ihould alio be now confidered as an Officer 
under the Supreme Council. 

That in this Capacity, his Duty will flill confifl: in counterfigning all fuch Perfian Pa[)er.s and 
“ Orders as arc executed by the Supreme Council, or by the Honourable the Governor 
General. 

** That he may be the better enabled to carry into Execution fuch Orders as he (hall receive 
‘‘ from the Supreme Council or Governor General, he be Hill allowed to call upon the native 
Officers under the Committee, for Copies of fuch Papers in the dificrcnt SeiiHas, as he may 
“ require.’* 

Your Committee obferve fcVeral of the fubfequent Regulations to be as follow : 

“ That as the Supreme Council have thought proper to appoint a Dewan to the Committee, it 
“ will be the Duty of the Dewan to counterfign the Papers executed by them, and carry into Execu- 
“ tion fuch Orders as are given to him, and fuch Duties as appertain to his Office ; to be prefent 
at the Meetings of the Committee, and fit^^ith them to receive their Orders, and to attend the 
Prefident occafionally, and to report fuch Matters to him as require hii> Orders, which he is 
‘‘ to obey. 

That the Roy Royan therefore (hall not be allowed to interfere in the Bufinefs tranfafled by 
‘‘ the Dewan of the Committee, as fuch Interference would occafion frequent Difputes, and great 
“ Delay in the Bufinefs, which each would aferibe to each other. 

“ That the Duty formerly veiled in the Roy Royan, of I'upcrintending the Conduft of the Pro- 
** vincial Dewans, of receiving Accounts from them in the Bengal Language, and of ifl’uing Counter- 
“ parts of the Orders which the Board of Revenue fhould expedite to the Colleftors, will now 
become nnnccelTary. 

“ That with refpeft to fuch Provincial Dewans as remain in the Dlftrids where Colleftors 
“ arc ftationed, they Ihould continue to aft under the Direftion of thofe Collcftors, to whom 
the Committee will expedite their Orders. 

“ That with refpeft to fuch Provincial Dewans and Naibs as refide in Diftrifts where there are 
no Collcftors, the Committee will aJfo ilTuc their Orders to them, tlnougli their Prefident j and 
“ fuch Orders are to be countcrfigned by the Dewan of the Committee. 

That the Collcftors be accordingly direfted to addrefs the Perfian and Bengal Copies of fuch 
Accounts as they (hall fend to the Committee, to the Dewan ot the Committee ; and that Orders 
“ be iffued to the Provincial Dewans and Naibs who refide in Diflrifts where there arc no Col- 
“ leftors, to adopt the fame Mode of Addrefs,** 

Sel, Com. Rep. VI. 
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Your Committee a; prcliencl, that as the executive Bufinefs of the ColIe£lions will in future be 
cnnclii6ted hy the Comn.ittee of Kevenue, the Roy Koyaifs Duty of counterfigning all fuch Rerlian 
I’apcis and Orclers as arc executed by the Supreme Council, or by the Governor General, wiR 
anvjunt very to a Sinecure. 

Your Coti mnttc cannot but obferve that this Dewan, fo appointed, is entrufted with great Au. 
thonty indeed, notliiii[]; lels than the counterfigning ail the .rapers executed by the Committee^ 
c-ii lying into b.xdution fuch Orders as are given to him, and iuch Duties as appertain to his import,. 
tint Ofh(c of Dewan ; he is to be prefent at the Meetings of the Committee, and to fit with them" 
to receive their Ordeis, and to attend the Prefident of that Committee occafionally, and to re{x)rt 
iuch Mailers to him as require his Orders, which Orders he is to obey. 

A new Appointmciu, and with an Authority lo extenfive as to pervade the whole Collcdion of 
the Kevc nuc throughoux all the Dependencies of Bengal, induced Your Committee to examine 
very particularly who was the Perfon propofed tor this molt important Office. 

Mr. Harwood in his Exandnation mentions Ciunga Govind Sing as being difmifled from an 
Office he formerly lield under the Calcutta Provincial Committee ; but whether as Dewan or Nmb 
wan he could not rernember ; and that he Ixdicved the Caulc ot his Difmiflion aroie from fonic 
Mifeonduft and Dilagrecmcnt with fomcof the Members otthat Committee. 

Such Inff rmatiun induced Your Committee to examine more particularly into the Conduft and 
Charaftcr of the Man, who, by the new Inllitution, was appointed the Supreme Native Officer 
over the whole Collcdions of Bengal. 

Your Committee find. That a Complaint was preferred ngainft this Man to the Governor General 
and Council by Comaul ul Dien Cawn, the Renter of the Salt Farms of FJedgeley, who having re- 
ceived an Advance of 60,^500 Rupees from the Committee of Bengal, lor the Purpolc of carryinj^^ 
on his Salt Works, the Dewan, Gunga Govind Sing, collufivcly took 26,000 Rupees *, and after an 
Examination before their Board upon this Accufation, he was dil'miffed from his Employment. 

Your Commune oblervc, That there was a Difiercncc ot Opinion in Council on this Subjeft ; the 
Mojority of the Council, confilVing of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. F'rancis, m 
ihcir Minutes, represent Gunga Govind Sing as a Man of a very rapacious and corrupt Difpofition^ 
and of infamous Charadcr 5 the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll, in their Minutes, do not think 
him deferving the Charafter given of him by the Majority. 

Mr. Francis, in a Minute of March 1777, reprefents Gunga Govind Sing as the Author of a Plan of 
Inquificion into the Revenue, as a principal Actor, as the Perfon moft immediately interefted in if, 
and moft likely to he benefited by the Profecution of his Plan. 

Your Committee apprehend, I'hat the ftrong and pointed Difapprobation of the Court of Di- 
reftors to the Plan itlclf, induced the Governor General to poftponc the further Execution of it at 
that Period. 

Your Committee find, T hat the Council General, confiding only of the Governor General (Mr. 
Hallings) and Mr. Wheler, in direft Dilobediencc to the Orders of the Court of Diredors, rcfolved, 
on a ludden, to recall all the Provincial Councils from their feveral Stations, and to form a Com- 
mittee of Kt venue, rcTident at Calcutta, to conduct the whole Adminiftration of the Revenues; 
and chat tin* Roy Royan’s Office v\as rendered a Sinecure, in order to place all the Weight of Au- 
thority in the Hands of the Dewan of the Committee of Revenue*, and that the Perfon appointed 
to be tliai Dew, in is Gunga Govind Sing. 

Your Co nnnttcc are of Opinion, I’hac the Charafter of a Man appointetl to fuch a great and im- 
poitant I'rull, in a new Eftubliftiment, which is declared to be a permanent one, will have Jome 
hnall Wtiglu in the Opinion which may be formed of fuch an Eftablifliinent ; they have therefore, 
tor the Intormati(in of tlie Houle, entered at large io their Appendix, N° 17, all the Proceedings 
relative to the Acculation, Jullilication, and Dilmifliott.^f Gunga Govind Sing. 

Your Committee find, in a Letter of General Clavering’s of the 9th January 1777, to the Court 
of Dircdois, die following Rcprcfentation. 

In JLcrt, nothing can mere clearly prove the complcal Independency of the Cri^ernor Generars prefent 
“ Poiwr, or the Non exijlerue of any Caufe for Apprchcnfion that he may he interrupted in the pro- 
“ Jeeu/pji^ bis prefent PLin^ than the total Ignorance that Government is adtuilly in of his Correfpondence 
veitb the Provincial Council and /lumcens : 'Jbeir Agents, who arc already dtfperfed through the 
“ Dijlricfs, may ajfume whatever Power thty plcafe, uncontrouled \ their Conduct cannot he checked in 
“ any Inftitnee by the Provincial Coumrls, who are the only Delegates of Government in the DiJlrWs, 

“ ikh,t their InJlni'Pcns have net Icon communicated to them. Hucb uncontrouled Power and unlimited 
Dependence, placed upon thefe Agents, wetdd naturally fuggeft the Idea, that the Governor General's 
“ Confidence in them bad been formed by the Experience that he had of their Services and official Probity ; 

“ yet if we lock for his Opinion as it Jlands on Record, we Jhall find him on all Occafions expreffing the ' 

“ utmojl Contempt of their Character and the Exercife of their tunhlionsP 
Your Committee cannot avoid remarking the Opinions of General Clavering concerning the 
independant Power exeicifcd by the Governor General throughout the Provinces, when the Go- 
vernment was kept in a State of total Ignorance, not only of his Correfpondence with the Provincial 
Councils, but alfu of that of the Aumt ens, who were employed under the Governor GeneraPs foJc 
Orders in every The Eftablilhment of Provincial Councils appears to have at Icaft diis 

gooil , Etl'ed *, all Matters of Revenue were conduded by a Board, who wefe obliged rcgulariy to • 
enter* their Proceedings in Confultaiions, and thole Confultations were, at ftated Perioeb, fent to 

10 Calcutta, 
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CalciU^^i that the Government might have the Materials to form tluir Opinions on fuch Procct dings, 
And Your Committee find, that thele Confultatioiis fro'ii the Provincial Councils are annually tranU 
niittcd to the Court of Direftors* fo that Ihould even the Government of Calcutta be negligent of 
their Duty, the Company have the Materials to correft the Negligence of the one and the Milcon- 
ducl of the other: If then the Corrcipondcncc with the Provincial Councils is carried on folely by 
the Governor General, as appeals to have been the Fa 61 in 1777, or whether the Provincial Councils 
be recalled, as appears to be the Paft in 1781 ; the Members of' the Council General arc deprived 
of all thofe Documents which enabled them to form their Judgment upon Revenue Matters, and 
the Court of Dire^lors will in future be kept in the moft profound Ignorance of every Circumllance, 
beyond what the Governor General and his Council fhall choofc to communicate in their General 
Letters. 

1 he Evidence before Your Committee has contributed very much to ftrengthen their Opin'on 
iij^on the evil Confequcnccs which muft inevitably icluk from this Change of Syltem. By conllitut- 
jpcT a Board of Revenue, the whole immediate Management of the Colleftions is removed from 
the Council General to a Committee of Revenue, who arc indeed to report to the Council Ge- 
neral, Monthly, or as often as any extraordinary Occurrences, Claims, or Propofals, may require^ the 
fpecial Orders of the faid Board. But, it muft be remarked, that “ it is not expedient that every dif- 
ientient Opinion (hall be recorded; and even when any Reference is made to the Governor General 
and Council, the Determination of the Majority of the Committee U not to be flayed, unlcfs it 
ihould be fo agreed by the Majority.*’ 

But in another Point of View Your Committee conceive this new Infiitution to be higidy excep- 
tionable: Hitherto the Council General have been held rcfponfiblcto the Hall India Company for all 
Ads done by their Board, in the Management and Coliedlion of the Revenues of Bengal, tVc. But 
if this new Inftitution Ihould be fuffered to exift, if this Delegation of their moft important Trull 
Ihould receive the leaft Sandtion from the Eaft India Company, Your Committee arc of Opinion that 
it might open a Door to the mod vexatious and extravagant Abufe of Power and Authority, 
without the leaft Poflibility of Check or Controul A Governor General fubllitutcs his own In- 
Ilrumcnts to be the Managers and Colledtors of the Public Revenue, their Ordcis are decifive, the 
Refponfibiliiy refts with them, and no Diflents arc entered in their Proceedings., 

Your Committee arc of Opinion, That no fuch Power ought to be lodged in any Man, much lefs in 
a Country fo diftant from the Scat of P^mpire, and thereby Redrefs for Injuries becoming a Matter 
very difficult to be obtained. 

Your Committee have Occafion to obferve, that when any new Change is projedled in the Revenue 
Syftcm of Bengal, that an increafeof Revenue is generally held out to the India Company, as the 
moft likely Means to enfurc their Approbation to the Meafurc. 

In the Poftfeript of the Governor General and Council’s Letter, of the 5th May 1781, the lame 
Expedtations arc repeated to the Dircdlors *, as will appear by the Three following Papers, tranfmitted 
by the Governor General and Council, 


ESTIMATE 
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ESTIMATE of what the Savings in the Revenue Department will be, when the Retrcneh-. 
mcnts arc all cffeded by the Committee of Revenue ; and alfo of the Gain that will arife fro^ 
tlie permanent Plan, formed in February 1781, for the Adminiftratton of the Revenues, 


Adual Savings by Retrenchments already made, as per Paper N* 5. — S‘ R* 
Further 

Deduftions from the Charges of Collcdling, to be made as foon as the Col- 
ledions can be brought down to Calcutta, and the Chiefs and Colledfors 
withdrawn — * ‘ “ 6,00,000 — — 

Dedudfions to be made from the Allowances to the Zemin- 
dars, which will be done by Degrees, and which, when 
completed, may amount to • — — — 7,00,00a — — 

Reduction of Phoufdarry Charges, in confequcnce of the 
Abolition of the Phoufdarry Jurifdiftion, in lieu of which 
she Zemindars arc made anfwerable for the Peace and 
Quiet of their Zemindarries — “T — 4,00,000 


S* R* 

Dedu^I for the Eftablilhments under the Committee of Revenue at Calcutta, &c. 

Nett Savings — — S* R* 

Increafe on the Settlements, eftimated at — 

Total Gain by the Plan — Sicca Rupees 


12,09,673 II la 


17.00. 000 — — 

29.09.673 II iz 

5,00,000 

24.09.673 II la 

27.00. 000 — — 

51.09.673 It 12 


COMPARATIVE STATE of the Expences of collefting the Revenues of 1186, with the 
new Eftablifliment for the Revenue Department. 


Piviiion 5 « 

Aftual Expcnccs 
of 1186 or 1779-80. 



New Eflabliftunent. 

DiiFcrcnce. 

Burdwan •— 


10,49,098 

5 

9 


3.73.749 

6 

6 — 

6.73.348 

*5 

3 — 

Calcutta — 

— 

9 « 93 . 7 i 9 

8 

II 

2 

4.33.699 

14 

3 — 

5.60,019 

10 

8 3 

Chittagong — 

— 

93.>87 

1 

— 

— 

58,815 

8 

16 — 

34.37* 

8 

4 — 

Dacca 

— 

4»i5>02i 

9 

12 

2 

2,10,373 

*3 

2 — 

2,04,647 

12 

10 2 

Purnca — • 

— 

5178.650 

$ 

4 

2 

48,4^0 


— — 

5.30,170 

8 

4 * 

Moorlhcdabad 

— 

10,42,951 

8 

9 

I 

4.93 . ‘79 

— 

4 — 

5.49.77* 

8 

5 * 

Ragcmchal and Boglcporc 

1,28,619 

11 

6 

— 

83,612 

4 

8 — 

45.007 

6 

18 — 

Rungpore — 

— 

*.95.934 

4 

18 

3 

64,269 

11 

3 — 

*.31.664 

9 

*5 i 

Silburris ~ 


20.735 

3 

*9 

2 

18,000 

— 

— 

*.735 

3 

19 2 

Futty Sing — 

— 

23.833 

1 1 


— 

19^00 

— 

— — 

4.633 

li 

— — 

Ramgur and Jungle Terry 

49.011 

— 

5 

— 

3».320 

— • 

— 

*7.691 

— 

5 — 

Midnapore — 

— 

78.970 

15 

18 

— 

39. *08 

— 

~ — 

39.862 


18 — 

Patna — 

— 

3.74.509 

5 

I 

3 

*.39.36* 

4 

_ — 

*. 35.*48 

I 

* J 

Sircar Sauren — 

— 

99 . 55 * 

12 

5 

— 

48,456 

*4 

— 

5 *.094 

14 

5 — 

Sylhet — 

— 

40.75* 

10 

6 

2 

20,429 

12 

14 — 

20,321 

f 3 

la a 

Sicca Rupees 

51,82,546 

4 

7 

— 

20,82,055 

•8 

16 — 

31,00,490 

II 

II — 


COMPARATIVE 
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Carried over. Sicca Rupees — i6,So,8i6 15 19 20,82,055 8 16 51,82,546 
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A C C 0 U N T, He»E t pbk A,ti.fo .. ,ha ^ 


(N'J'I 


BuiJwan - - 

Calcyiu *• - 

CliiKagonj; - -" 

Dacca - - - 

Fornca - - 

Moorlliedabd « - 

Ragcmilial and Bogicporc - 

Riinjpore - - 

Silburiis - - 

I'littybing; - - 

RairijW and Jungle Ttfiy - 

Mldiiapore - “• 

I’.itna - - - 

Sircar Saurun 

T)llict 

Sicca Rupco - 


On Charges Col Wons and General 


Clurjfi Cnlleftloiu 
Ociitiil, 

(lldiiitfril in the Yeir 

ii 36 , wijyjSo. 


2.50,858 2 I 

5.|3,19J 2 iC 2 
82,607 *" '5 
2.54,856 12 12 3 
2,95,184 10 16 3 
5,98,847 14 1: I 
94,638 10 12 
97,917 2 19 3 
20,733 3 19 2 
13,833 II- 
47,558 15 10 
72,22a 10 18 

I ij 

67,910 7 10 
29,966 3 3 


28,05,900 14 8 


AiperpropofedEltablilhnKttt). 


Chirjfi Cnlledioni 
mil Genrr.l, it 
per pinpoftj 
ElUbliibcnti, 


1,42,700 9 2 

m- 

— 

48,480 - - 

1,38,710- 

52454 13 - 

40,139 7 12 

18,000 

9,200 - - 

31,320-- 

37,908 - 
43,692 10 

23434 

11,395 13 2 


7,59,863 10 16 


Alia Chir{(i 
PcwiADy ind 

|Foii,airr]r Aaiwluti, 
Diet Money, In- 
ipeflon of Ophiiim, 
Law C|iar|;et, &(, 
iwhich were formerly I 
inferled in liie 
A rude of Chi, get 
Colledioni, hut lie 
now orderca to be 
drawn for under 
lepirite lliadt, 


10,22,987 10 - 


Totil ofChitp'S 
•ilb-ywilllie 
dilhorled, eiih'r 
unilor the Hen uf 
Ch.fjei Collefli IHIt 
md Geitetil, < 1 
underfr|iutril’.iJi, 
fortlieenfi,iii|\'c.i 
tifS, 


Re'remhmriiH In the 
Aiiicici III Chir^ei 
Collrdioni mii 
Gcnciil. 


7,82,851 4 'yo,23,o49 9 12 1 


On Charges Zemindarry. 


Chtr^ei Zemindarry, 
dilhuiftd in the Year 
1 136 , or 1774-80. 


|nhar|n7.emlndirri 

liffrppyoiid 

Eilablilhmcnii. 


HI, 111 i li 
4 ,JJ) 1 '! 
iiJ9.% II 19 j 

i,;«,( 9 i ) ? 1 

WP 4 1® 
Jiijli - 14 
97,101 12 13 

10,000 

•452 - '5 

♦ 4 .^ 4 )-- 
31,641 4 15 
10,510 7 3 2 


23,38.790 15 5 3 13,20,332 8 -j 


hi per propofed Edablillinienis, 


2-31.C48 13 4 
),ie,jij 14 ) 
4,o;i 1 16 
i,i4,04i I) J 

)'! 4 . 4«9 4 - 

30,518 I 

24-130 3 11 

10,000 - - 


93,668 10 -| 
23,022 8 
9.033 13 I2j 


Add Cliaryel 
ZrmindArry, n.,i 
iniluded in ii.e 
hilii'lilhmenl', h.,! 
afi' lobedfiiiiilrt 
I10.11 the Gri) 1 
Jiiiiima el the 
Di iricli pijiii^ 

ihiit Rfiiu iiiij tlie 

Khallah. 


Tiiiil 

liatffi /cmindairy, 
as they »rl be 
dilhtirfcl lor the 
ei,fuifl| Year 1188, 


8,67,829 5 19 21,88,161 13 19 


lairs. 


Retrenchmenti In ihe 
^tmindiiry, 


•odKepiif), ‘ itnlie Artklci 

dilhorled in the ' 

•• per propoltd 
Eftibhlhineiit, 


yeirii86,cr 


8,666 II 

4,300- 
6,206 13 loj 
300 - - 
970 10- 1 
H.!)) i 7 

5'J ! « 


1,30,(129 I 6 3 


6,748 5- 

3,138 4- 

275-. 


35-^54 ^2 13 


(j) 6-, 


1,200 -- 


1,839 6“ 


ot C’hat|M 


35-955 13 - 


TdIiI 


Hujinf. and Rtirtnihmett,,. 

Rcpairi. 


12,09,673 11 12 



c 


32 ] 


I'.xa.nia.ition of thefe t.flirtiates anil Accoiinr< Y.,.r r , < ..... 

to lum.noiis Mcfli>. f Jarwooii and Baber, who had been Chif-r^ it it hu-hly expedient 

,.,rc and Muxadabad, as to the Frobabili y S any uc ' ‘ it ‘1"— ' of Uinagc 


iupence of Colleaion, or Deduaion from AlLL"L to d!c Zemincl!ir'Tr’' T 
entered, is (o toll and complete on this Subied that Your Com...'.. ' already 

„nnon of the lloufe to it- for in very prS wLIs “ con r fs d‘"e"? ? At- 

ihole t.lfimates and Accounts, of great future inercafe of Ii..v ‘S 'fc Expect. ations held out in 
nf the IJiitnfts were r.ned as high as they could well bear • and"Mi’ B^[" Hating, that mod 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Charles Croftes, Accountant General 
Bengal, to the Governor General and Council, dated 


to the Revenue 
i8th July 1777. 


Department in 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

In conlcquencc of the Orders received from 
to you the following Accounts ; viz. 


your Afliftant Secretary, I have the Honour to fubmit 


ingLlit” and Balances of the Settlement of the lad Five Years, didinguilh. 

^ jd. An account Demand, Receipts, and Balances, for the Bengal Year .,83, and Bahar Year 


Fort V/illiam, 
iSth July 1777. 


I have the Honour to be, with profound Refpeff, 

Hoii‘‘'' Sir, ami Gentlemen, Src. 

(Signed) Charles Croftes, 

Acco‘ Gen' to the Rev, Dtp'. 


abstract 



ABSTRACT of Rcmifllons and Balances of the Settlement of the laft Five Years, 



A 


O r 


ro .VJF.E, or Account Demand, Receipts, and Balances, of the Dewanny, Ceded Lands, and Subah 
Bc.'ur, foi the Beiii^al Icar 1183, or Bchar Year 1184, Englilh Style 1776-7. 


Dewanny Subah Bengal. 

MoorJliedabad Divilion •— 

Oinageporc D® 

Jacca and Sylhet D“ — 

iiirdwan D' -- 

,'alcutti — ■ D® — 

{ajemehal and Bogleporc D® 
,'hittagong and Tipperah D® 
[angle Terry •— — ■ 

Rupees — 


Ceded Lands. 

lurdwan — 

'alcutca — 

Chittagong . — 


Rupees 


Subah Bchar. 


I’atna 


Abilradlof the above ^count. 


IVwanny 
Etded Lands 


,JL 


S* 

s- 


R’ 


Rupees •— 


Demand or Towjee for 
the Year n$y 

Receipts for the Year 
1183. 

Balance. 

38,71,123 13 13 

35.44.390 H 13 3 

35.45.445 4 19 3 
10,84,970 4 I 
33,92,260 9 17 
5,18,069 8 II 

1,53,000 

55,461 12 2 

37.62,163 13 6 
30.50,527 652 
26.88,775 2 16 
9,26,257 13 8 

22,59,040 3 15 
3,14,527 6 14 2 
1,50,071 13 2 

1,08,960 — 7 
4.93,863 8 8 I 

8,50,670 233 
1,58,712 6 13 
11,33,220 6 2 
2,03,542 I 16 2 
2,928 2 18 

55,461 12 2 

1,61,64,722 3 17 2 

I. 3 L 5 I .363 It 7 

30.13.358 8 10 2 

% 

44.59.689 I »o 

12,08,950 11 18 
4,89,125 14 13 

37,78,065 15 2 

9.90,924 5 14 

4.44.545 6 5 

6,81,623 2 8 

2,18,026 6 4 

44,580 " 8 8 

• 61,57,765 12 I 

52.13.535 II I 

9,44,2|0 I — 

■ 44.74.902 1 — 

27.52.277.i-, 4 — 

17,22,624 13 — 

’ 1*61,64,722 3 17 2 

' 61,57,765 12 1 = 

’ 44,74.90a 1 — =■ 

1.31.51.363 II 7 

52.13.535 11 1 

27.52.277 4 — 

30,13,358 8 10 2 

9,44,230 I — 
17,22,624 13 — 

- 2.67.97.390 — 18 2 

2,11,17,176 10 8 

56,80,213 6 10 2 


N. B. The Colleflions of Subah Behar 
do not clofe till September next, therc- 
tore jhc better Part of R* 17,22,624 
mull be Ijcpeftcd t more may be alfo 
expeded f^rbm the Dewanny 
I.ands, of tht; Balances of the iaft 
Year. 


Fort William, 18th July 1777. 
Errors excepted. 

(Signed) 


Charles Croftes, 

Acco' Gen' to the 
Rev. Dep' 


Sel.Co«. Rap.yi. 


ABSTRACT 
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35 einM)f •• • « 

Ceded Liiidi - . 

gubikEehtf - - 

Total Ri|{i«ei « . 


1771 . 

- iJJJ- 



m - im 

>774 ~ 1775 - 1 


1... - mr. 

Bwui 

CtlliAioiii, 

UutM. 

RiniloM. 

D«iu4. 

CtikniMi, 

taluKl. 

aenilSMi. 

Dnul, 

coiiiaioti. 

BlllKH,’'*! 

fttalfi«9H.' 

D«ioJ. 

WllftiOA,, 

BUitii,, 

RcnilEou, 

Dtninil, 

mm , 

ItItMCI, 

RiaiMi, 

5.29.099 

49.011 

7.795 

44 .W.J 4 ' 

•S9.17.5j' 

^;.J 4 . 7'5 

43 . 8 j. 43 f 

lit 

*‘5’'** 

M.419 

1,02,906 

<Wj, 9,5 

41,10,716 

1^742.211 

^3.94.327 

4 «. 43 . 7 ii 

16,66,116 

4,89,618 

67.004 

4 . 39 .J 22 

3,26,908 

<w 

MI4J) 

tidiit*} 

%.»9 

44 .io.? 9 i 

11963,835 

Mi, 0 f 4 

1.H.294 

I.W 

1 

172,69,586 

ftW 

46,16^80 

'Vj,!* 

12.18490 

9.54.218 

2.23.978 

3.97.790 

i 

4.07.341 

41.240 

3 . 97 . 0 * 1 * 

176,30,014 

158,63,961 

61,70,921 

.tii.) 


270,35,681 

15.29.941 

W],i 09 

294,03,008 

271,80,16) 

22,22,748 


292,78,642 


13.99.183 

6,41,836 

288,95,258 

2j3.i9.27i 

'Hi# 

8.45.604 

287.31.330 

164,20,146 

<3.11,184 

4185,906 

» 



















Eaft India Houfc, 
i^thjunc i;82, 


(Errorjcxcepttd) 

John Annis, 

Auditor of Indian Account*. 


An A B S T R A C T S T A T E of the lundokd ot Setikiwnt of the Revenue) of Benjil, Bihar, anB OnlTa, made for Five Yean, in the Ytai i-j-ji j widi CoMiom aftuallj made ^heteo^ and Balance) remaininj uncolMtd 

a the ConeluSon of the Turn, and to the lattB Advicct from India 



Crofi SittleiiifAt for fivi 

Rinillioni pintdonthil 

RoiMniniDciiud. 

Add KtilUIWulTool, 
or l/ntflifiiiltd Collrc- 
tioni in tht ConrHof 

Nftt Deniod, 

ColltAioMonArntiittbe 

Bdlonte in Atteiii on At-' 

Amount remittid from ' 

Afluil KetiBiltnce in Artein. 





(Igdedinthtjonnij 


Dtintiid. 

(OtantthoUeffliod. 

(bit Buluice, 

Retotirtlilt. 

Coubifnl. 

Irtooonribli, 

Tail. 


Sicca Rupeet, 

8 ‘R'. 

S*«', 

S'R'. 

S'R' 

S'R». 

S‘R* 

S‘R'. 

S'R', 

S'R'. 

S'R'. 

S'R'. 

Dewwiiy « 

973.J8.575 IJ J * 

93.93.1501113 

<,W! 

‘to !- 

881,93,800 4102 

814,32,368 4-1 

67,61,43a - JO I 

23.25.68214 2) 

^86,041 6 II 1 

740,802 2 4 1 

32,08,904 9 It 2 

44.35.749 8 7,2 

Ceded Lwd» — •" 

334.49.144 5 4 1 

6,76,517 14 - 2 

7 ! ) 

17,11,188 9 Ip 

344 .8 j»8o5 - 13 3 

329,62,757 8162 

15.21.047 7 17 1 

546.387 3 10 1 


179.066 3 3 

421,110-13 

974,660 4 7 

8 alia|elkir,S‘aii6Soii<R' 

1)6,86,644 15 - 



10,68,481 7 5 

216,18,162 715 

i. 7 ..». ♦'! 

221,96,263 12 10 

*14.39.696 1 5 

756.567 11 5 

699.013 I IC 

10,045 3 5 

- 

47,199 6 10 

57.544 9 '5 

Total Skct and Sin<Riip((i 

iW 4 . 94 .l‘! I 1 ! 

121,38,161 - 18 2 

14 ,.),j 6 ,m 4 - 91 

.ii! 7 .«! 'J 

14.48.73.869 1 14 1 

14 1 J 

' 1 

90.39.047 J 1* 2 

3 8 

870,571 10 7 2 

919,868 5 7 1 

36.77.514-14* 

54.67.954- 9 * 


X«WiwJiib4Ii« Awt of M th« ibow ii » kM , « (lited i8tb Nowmber ijio. 

Eill India Houtit, 

\ jjlh March ijljo (Erronacfpted) 

John Annij, > 

* Auditor of loiin Accounts, 
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by thcfe Accounts the MoUfe will pcrccire,r Rupees; 

That from the original Statement, RemilTion was made of — ♦ — - t 1 ,3*}, 1 6 1 

That at the Expiration of the Five Years, the Balance in Arrcar of the remain- 
ing Demand amounted to 90,39,04;, and that from this Balance was alfo 
temitted —a a— ^ _ — 35«7ti093 

'*'■ 'total Rcmiflio.is, — 1,57,00,254 

‘The Balance laf Arrears then remaining, — 54,67,954 9 4 

2,11,68,208 9 1 

This laft Balance is thus Rated by the Governor General and Gouncil : 

Recoverable, — — 8,70,571 1 

Doubtful, — — 9,19,868 7 2 

Irrecoverable^ — 36,77,514 14 a 

54.67,954 

Yotir Conimittee miift remark. That the Account of the Colleftions of the Five Years, ending 
In i 77 < 5 * 7 » is extrafted fuom an Account dated 28th November 1780 j and therefore Your Com- 
mittee apprehend very little has been or will be recovered of thofe Balances above mentioned j and 
in this Opinion they are confirmed by the Evidence given in the Fourth Report of the Committee of 
Secrecy of this Houfe in the Year 1772 : Which is as follows •, 

“ And Your Committee having exiimined Hafrjt Verclft, Efquirc, Richard Bechcr, Eft^uire, .ind 
*« James Alexander, E^uire, in order to explain the foregoing Account : And, firft, with rerpc/l: 

to the Arrears at the End of each Year, they informed Your Committee, that a Part of the Ar- 
« rears of the preceding Year may fometimes be collefled in the fubfequent Year, but r.ircly the 
« Whole : That tho' Arrears of any former Years ought in general to be confidercd as del^taife 
Debts i and that they have been wholly or in Part remitted, or ordered to be Written off.” 

•Tour Goromittee ordered to 6e laid before them the following Paper : 
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prom this AbdrsA Your Committee find, That fo far froiji any Part of the above large Balance 
of Arrears due on the Five Years Statement, being received, Hill further Balances of Arrears were 
incurred io Ae Two fucceeding Years. 

In 1777-8 there is a Balance of — — 12,81,094 

1778-9 a Balance of ■— — — 12,19,566 

And Your Committee cannot avoid remarking, That whilft thefc Balances have arifen in the Two 
Years before mentioned, the Amount of the ' Colle 61 ion of the Revenues in thofe Years is Icfs than 
in any Period of the Five Years Lnfe, that of 1776 only excepted -, as will appear by a Reference 
to the Statement under mentioned, taken from an Account hereinbefore inlcrted. 


The Collections during the Five Years Lcafe were as follows : 


1772-3 

* 773-4 

* 774-5 

* 775-6 

*776-7 


— 270,35,681 

— 271,80,260 

— 278*79-459 

— 273,19,272 

— 264,20,146 


Your Committee mud remark, That the Governor General and Council appear exceedingly anxious 
to remove from the Minds, of the Directors every Idea that this total Change of Syltcni has anlcn 
-from a Love of Innovation, which, they fay, “ has been a Charge frequently laid againil their Ad- 
“ miniftration of thofe Provinces, &c. &c.” 

'iiicy declare, “ That in no one ACt of their Adminiftration have they obferved a greater Con- 
“ fiiftency, or a clofer Attention to fixed Principles, than in this.” 

Your Committee have diligently examined into all their Proceedings, and are very far from ob- 
ferving either Confidcncy or Attention to fixed Principles in their ConduCt \ on the contrary, they 
have already dated to the Houfe, that the Mode of Adminidration by Provincial Councils, was re- 
commended in mod pointed Terms by the Governor General, in his Minute of the 24thOdober 1774, 
and alfo by the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll in their Letter to the Court of DircCfors of aad 
April 1775, which accompanied their Plan for the future Management of the Revenue j and they 
have likewife remarked, that this Sydem was dill fo much preferred before all others, that in 1776 it 
made Part of a Bill lent by the Governor General and Mr. Barwell to the Court of Directors, and 
with dfong Recommendations from them to apply for the Sanction of Parliament to this fc’ftablilh- 

Your Committee, in their Examination of the fcveral competent Evidences before them, have imt 
found one Trace of the Provincial Councils being formed upon the Plan of a temporary Eltablilh- 
ment } they could not learn from Mr. Francis, that it was ever confidcred in that Point of View by the 
Governor General, nor was he ever conl'ultcd upon any Mcafurc that tended to withdrawing thofe 
Provincial Councils, in order to fubllitute a more permanent Syftem. But Your Committee find. 
That within lefs than Four Months after Mr. Francis’s Departure, the Governor General, without any 
previous Enquiry by the Council General into the Advantages or Diiadvantagcs of the Mcalure, 
fuddcnly refolvcd upon the Recall and Abolition of the Provincial Councils, after they have been efta- 
blilhed foralmoft Nine Years, and had received the Approbation of the Court of Dircftors : Your 
Committee confidcr this ACt. in many Points of View, as a very unjultifiablc and dan^-rous Inno- 
vation. They might, in fupport of their Opinion, quote the Governor General s own Words in the 
Minute of <iftobcr 1774, » Innovations are always attended Difficulties and Inconvemencies > 
“ Innovation in the Revenue, with a Sufpcnfion of the Collcdions and a Change at this Seafon of 
« the Year would be particularly dangerous, as the Time of the Payments is now approaching. 

Your Committee muft beg the Attention of the Iloufe to an Extraft of a G'-'n'fal Letter from 
Bengal dated ad November 1772, to the Court of DircClors, and entered in the Appendix, N 18. 
The Governor General was then^of Opinion, » That whilft the controlling and executive I au of the 
“ Revenue, and tlic Correfpondence with the Collcaors, was carried on by a Council at Muxada- 
“ bad, the Members of the Adminiftration at Calcutta had no Opportunity of .acquiring that thorough 
“ and comorehcnfive Knowledge which could only rckilt from practical Experience. He then was 
of Opinion that the Orders of the Court of Dircaors, which cftablifficci a new Syftem which cn- 
‘Mffin!tTiany new Regulations and Enquiries, could not proper y be delegated to ^ 

“ Couno£ if became abfolutcly neceffary that the Bufineis of the Revenue lliould be eondueted under 

“ the ii^ctiiate Oblervation and Dircaion of the Council.’ vvSprner the ndcffation of 

And Your Committee mult remark, TWt Mr. t rancis being afkccl, Whetner the Delegation ot 
the entire Dijtv of the Council (on Matters of Revenue) with ail ns I’owcis, to a Coiii.oniec o hour 
tend make the Gove, no, Gene,al,and Counctl , S toe 

an opponic icnaency, ... unon tor Decifions in Revenue Quellions, cx* 

ev'wa'ticS Ref«en«; , the Lin.,y, Buftnef. w.ll l>e conduSed withotn thei, l„.e,poli.i„_n. 

SsL. Com. Rep. VI. ^ 
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and probably without their Knowledge y for it depends upon the Tcmpe^ and fttdination of the 
Members of the Council General to give fuch Attention to their iVoceedings rtlay theot 
Mafters of the Bufincis. He faid, That it the Board, confiding in the Coifnmittec, Ihould for a 
fidcrable Time omit an Inlpedion of the Revenue, it would have a I tlnde^cy td difquatify them from 
the Execution of their controlling Power with Judgment and Eftedt ; the Boardvi^ould gradually 
lofc the Thread of Revenue Bufinefs, and, after any confiderable Interval, would find it difficult to 
redbver it. He is of Opinion, That if the Members of the Committee of Revenue are ooc at Liberty 
to enter DifTents on th^ir own Proceedings, or are difeouraged from fb doing, that the Members ofr 
the Council General will be precluded from a principal Source ofclnfdfnriation'; Thej^^ijlonly fee 
the final Refolution taken, and fupported perhaps by Arguments ex parte, and know nothing of the 
Objedtions which may have been made to it •, and that if fuch Proceeding tends to make the Reve- 
nue Bufinefs obfeure to the Members of the Council General, it docs and mult produce that Effcft 
in a ftill ftronger Degree with the Court of Direftors. 


Your Committee wffe on the Point of clofing their Report when they reedwtd the following 
Papers from the Eaft liftlia Houfc ; and as they immediately relate to the C^^lleAiort of the Revenues 
of Bengal on the Plan lately adopted by the Governor Gcnqal and Counc^ Yotrr Committee have 
inferced them at large, as follows : 


Poftfeript to Letter from the G9vernor General and Council, in their Revenue Department, ctoed: 

29th November 1780. 

Since the clofing of our Proceedings by this Difpltch. the SiiperirtWndant of the Khalfa Reeg^-ds 
has delivered in a Report, under Date thi aift of this Month, accompanying, among other State- 
ments of your Revenues, a General Abftraft 6f the Demand, Colleabn, and Balances, throughout 
the Three Provinces, for the lart Twelve Months-, which Ihews, that out of the territorial Rental 
(cxclufive of Cuftoms) amounting to Rupees *,45,78,2*9. 8. 10. t. there remained, at the Ciofe of 
the Colledlions, a Balance of ii,38,t9i. 7. 9, 1,1 of which the Superintendant ftates, on the Opinion 
pf the Provincial Councils and Colleitor?, this Sijm gf 7,97,477. 9, 10, a. to be racwcrablc. 


Fort 



Fort \Vl\U*m, 15th December 1780. 

GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Demand, Colleaion, and Bahnees, of the Territorial Revenue of the Peovinee* qf Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffh, for One Year texcluRw of 

Cuttoms) viz. the Bengal 1186, and Bahar and Oriffa Year 1187. . « « ^e*ciuu« of 

(Accompanying^balfa Report.) 
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Khalia, 21 ft November 1780, 

(Signed) G. G* DucareL 
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Extra£k of Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their ROvenue Departnicin 
to the Court of Direftors, dated the azd December 178 1. ’ 

• 

Par. 16. The Committee having furnifhed us with a complete Acepunt of the Forniation of iLc 
prefent Year’s Settlement, together with a Report of their Proceedings on this Bufinefs, we have the 
Honour to tranfmit them Numbers in the Packet. 

17. In the PolHcript of our Addrefs by the Neptune, we acquainted you with the Progrefs which 
the Committee had then made in the Settlement of the prefent. Year{ as well as 'with the favourable 
Expcdlations they led us to entertain when the Whole {hall be completed, h’rom the Comparative 
View which is now conveyed to you^ of the Settlements of Bengal and Bahar for the Years 1187 and 
1188, you willobfcrve, that the Incrcafc on the latter is Rupees 31,26,786. 9. 13. 2. and it is with no 
finall Degree of Satisfadion we find this general Amount of the Settlement is equal to the Eftinia:^ 
which the Committee had formed of it. 

Revenue Department, Fort William, the zytli November 17S1. 

Letter from the Committee of Revenue to the Honourable Warren Minings, Efquirc, Governor 

General, See. Council of Revenue. 


I lonourablc Sir, and Sirs, 

ifl. We have now the Honour to lay before you, an Account Settlement of all the Diftrids of 
Bengal and Bahar, for the Bengal Year 1188, or from April 1781 to April 1782, and for the Bahar 
Year 1 189, or fiom September 1781 to September 1782. 

2d. In elFcding the Settlement of the feveral Diftnds, we have attended to the general Rules we 
fubmitted to you before we entered upon this Bufinefs, and which had the Honour to receive your 
Approbation. 1 he Settlement, in mod Inftances, has been adually concluded under our own imme- 
diate Infpedion : When particular Circumftanccs prevented an Adherence to this Rule, which it was 
our Wilh to obferve in all Cafes where it was pradicable, the Scitlemcnc has been formed by One of 
our own Membeis deputed to the Spot, or by native Officers invefted with fpecial Commiffions for 
that Purpofe. 

3d. It is a Satisfadlon to us, as we hope it will be to your honourable Board, to obferve that the 
general Amount of the Settlement has not fallen fhort of the Ex|>cdations we led you to entertain ; 
and that the adiial Increafe this Year is equal to the Eftimatc we had formed of it, on a general View 
of the Capacity of the different Diftridls. To afeertain tliis Point, which appears to us an Objeft of 
the greateft Importance, we have fpared no Pains : Our Attention has been equally employed in 
the Examination of Accounts and Records, for feme Years preceding the prefent Period ; in tracing 
the Encreafe and Decreafe in the Revenues ^ in Endeavours to afeertain the Caufc of fuch Variation ; 
and in comparing the Knowledge derived from ibefe Invefiigations, with the Information afforded by 
the Servants of the Company and native Officers, employed in the aftual Management and Collec- 
tion of the Revenues. If in fome Inftances the Conclufion we have drawn from the Premifes fl^ould 
appear to you Icfs accurate than it ought to have been, we trull that your ■ Honourable Board will 
confidcr the bhortnefs of the Period allowed for executing this Branch of our Duty, and the Necef- 
fity we were under, on this Account, of uniting Deliberation with Difpatch, and the Variety and Im- 
portance of our other Avocations. 

4th. The Revenues of the Bahar Province had been formed by your Honourable Board, akw 
Months before we took Charge of our Office, at an Encreafe of Rupees 5,00,000. The Encreafe on 
the Settlement of the remaining Diftrids on the Amount of the laft Year, is 26,26,786. 9. i j. 2. 
and the total Encreal'e in Bengal and Bahar for the prefent Year, amounts to the Sum of Rupee'> 
31,26,786. 9. 13. 2. as you will perceive by the Accounts now laid before you. 

5tli. rhe 'rime for which the Settlement was to be made, was a Matter left by your Orders to our 
Dilcretion. We have not adopted any general Period in this Refpeft; bur, confulting the Nature of 
the different 13 iftri£ts, their Situation, and the Credit and Charafters of the Renters, the Lcafes have 
been formed for One, Two, or Three Years, as Circumftanccs indicated, but in no Inltance for a 
longer Time. 

Oth. I’he Monthly Accounts of our Collcclor'*, which have been regularly laid before you, muft have 
pointed out to your Notice, the great Number of Diftndls, the Rents of which are immediately re- 
ceived into our Treafury without any intermediate Agency. It was a Part of the Inftru6lians of your 
Honourable Board, to comply with the Willies of the Renters to pay their Rents in Calcutta, and we 
have admitted them in all Cafes where it could be done with Propriety. This has naturally inerrafed 
the Detail of our Bufinefs ^ but we lhall not regret the Additional Labour we experience on this Ac- 
count, as long as it is directed with Succefs towards the Objeds of our Appointmcn!ijj,;ftnd whilft it 
meets with your Approbation, 

7th. As Copies of our Proceedings Irave been regularly tranfmitted to you, and as they contain all 
tlie Meafuies we have (aken, in forming the Settlement of the feveral Difftrids, we think it the Icfs 
ncceliary on this Occafion to enter into a minute Detail of Particulars. The Account w'hfth we now 
lay bclore you, will point out the Perfons with wffiom ihe Engagements have been entered into, whether 
Z.mindars, 1 alookdars, Farmers, or Wadadars. We lhall therefore confine our Information to 

I what 
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what relates to the Four principal Zeniindarries of Bengal, Burdwan, Radlhy, Dinagepore, ahd 
Is’uddea. 

Sth. Rajah Nobkilhen had the Charge of the Collcftions of Burdwan, when this Committee 
was cftabliflied. The Merit of his Management in that Capacity can only be cllimatcd from Fads : 

In the Courfe of a few Months he not only relieved the Zemindarry from the Incumbrance of an 
enormous Debt, but difeharged the Revenues of Government with great Funduality. A very large 
Portion of the Surplus Rents, which enabled him to pay fuch confiderable Sums, has been added to 
the Public Revenues, as an Increafe this Year; and he has been united in the Management with the 
young Zemindar. He ftill picferv^s the Office of Scrawul, but is at the fame Time rcfponfible for 
the Amount of the Engagements of the Zemindar. A Comparifon between his Conduct and that 
of his Prcdeceflbrs, in the Management of the Bufinefs, will, we imagine, point out the Propriety 
of tliis Mode of Settlement. 

gth. It was our Wilh and Intention to have concluded the Settlement of the Radlhy Province 
with the Zemindar herfelf, Maha Ranny Bawanny. Having afeerfained, from the belt Information we 
could colled, the Funds and Capacity of the Diftrid, we fixed the Increafe at the Sum of 1,50,500, 
and at this Rate we left ic 10 the Option of the Zemindar, to enter into Engagements for the Re- 
venues. She declined taking the Management of her Diftrid [on thefc Terms, though much Id's 
in Amount than thole ffie.had acceded to at a former Period •, and we concluded the Engagements for 
the Revenues with Nundddal Roy, for a Period of Two Years, at an Increafe of Rupees 1,50,000. 

lOth. The prefent Zemindar of Dinagepore is a Minor of Five or Six Years old; he luciecdej 
to the Zemindarry on the Demifc of the laie Zemindar, in the Month of July 1780, and the Manage- 
ment remained with the Servants of the Family. In what Manner tliey dilcharged the Ft uif repoled in 
them, may be afeertained from their Failure to make good the Revenues of laft 'Ifcar; although we h.ive 
fince received Information, that they involved the young Zemindar himfclf in a very heavy l^ibt. 1 o 
have left the Management of the Zemindarry with the fame Perfons, would have exiiokd the Zemindar 
to the Mercy of thole who had already proved thcmfcivcs unequal to the Trull:, or improper to be invefted 
with it, and would have implicated him in all the Confequcnccs of their Mifmanagcment. Wc tliere- 
forc accepted the Propofals of Rajah Dcby Sing, for the Farm of the Province, made in the Name of 
his Son Behadur Sing. The former has been always employed in Revenue Offices of tlie full Public 
Trufl, and his Abilities and indefatigable Attention to Bufinefs are well known. 1 he Mealurc 
will, we hope, meet with your Approbation j and to our Choice of the Man, no Objedion can, wc 

apprehend, be made. , ^ ^ n n , • , , 

nth. The Management of the Zemindar’s Houfehold was not in any Refped: conneded with the 
Settlement-, but we have, fince the Conclufion of it, delegated it to Rajah Deby Sing, under the 
Infpeflion of Mr. Goodlad, Collcdor of Rungpore. The Motives which induced us to adopt this 
Meafurc, was the Information we received of the enormous and ufclcls Expcnces with which the 
Zemindar was charged by his Servants, as well as of the Debts they had incurred in his Name, and 
for which he was to be refponfible. Upon a more minute Enquiry into the Circumllances, wC 
were allonilhed to find, that the Monthly Expcpccs of the Zemindar, though under S'x Years of 
Age, exceeded the Sum of 1 6,000 Rupees-, an Expcnce which muft have anticipated his Income 

before he was capable of managing the Imallcft Part of it. , , . r- 1 r 

Wc difeovered alfo, that the Perfons who had the Charge of them and his Expcnces, were guilty of 
the moft fhameful Ncgled; with refped: to his Education, and that no Part of the enormous Sum 
difhurfed Monthly at nis Expcnce, was applied to his Inftrudion, nor any I crlons entertained for tliat 
Purpofe; and that no Officers were cftablifficd for prefcrving the Sutlcltr and Mofuffil Sheiinitah, or 
Records of bis Zemindarry. By the Efforts of Rajah Deby Sing, under the pcrional Iniped.on of 
Mr. Goodlad, a Reform has been made in his Houffiold Expences, w hicli are now itduccd to the 
Monthly SuW of Six thoufand Rupees; notwithftanding which, the molt ample 1 rovifion has been 
made for every Article of Convenience which the Zemindar can either wifli or delirc, as wcl as for 
other Charges of Form, which, though in fad ulelefs, arc, by the Cufiom of the Country, deemed 
indifpenfable to the Proprietor of fo large a Zemindarry, and cannot, confiaenily with the 1 ujvidices 
of the Natives, be aboliffied. 'Fhe proper Officers l.avc teen appointeti tor prelervmg the Records 
of his Inheritance, and Perfons nominated to take Care of his Education : Upon tins Subject, par- 
ticular InItrucTiions liave been fenc to Mr. Goodlad, and wc have the mult peiiccl Conlidcnce that l,e 

^vlll pay due Attention to them. r i r, • i r ,>,• , 

Our Motives for this Interference in the Houffiold Concerns of the Zemindar of Din.igepore, may 
be traced in the foregoing Explanation. To relieve him from the Rapacity of lus Servants, to 
fecurc him from the fatal Confcquences of Ads done by him in which he c.innot be a Party and to 
provide for his Inftrudion, are tire Objeds we propofe by it. \\e doubt not that Mtalurcs dictated 
by common Humanity, will meet with your Approbation; and it (hall be our paiticuhu Ca.e 

that the Objeds propofed bv them are not forgotten or ncglecfed. • ? , 1 ; , r ir nn Tn 

The ScAmentof the Diftrid of Nuddea has been maue wah il'.e Z.-mir.d.ir Inmic I, 

creafeof Sipees 1,00,000. Notwithftanding the Capacity of this Mind to pay i 

-T - » - ’ . ^ .. . I..- brentficctfd wiihout inucli iJilrRulty ; 


claimed by Government, the Colledion of them has never been ti , 

and cafy as the AfTelTmcnt has teen for lomc Years paH. A .he P..^ 
very large Amount. Thclc Fads Fern to evince eitlier Milcondud or ^ 

of ffic Zemindar himfelf. 'l o guard againft the Conlequences of 
S?r»waul at Nuddea early in the Year : He is fince de.ad and wc have fupplied 

StL. Com. Rtp. VI. ^ 
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Nomination of Mr. M'DowjI, who was appointed uiuIct us by ycur Honourable Board, Tlie 
Ccular l)utie5 which this Gentleman has to attend to, are, to fee that the Colledtion of the Revenues 
is rcgiilaily made, and that they are not mifapplicd to the Liquidation ct the private Debts of th<: 
Zemindar, but paid in discharge oh his Engagements with the Governmerit. . 

It will occur to your Honourable Board, that we have not carried into Executiori the Intentions 
we entertained, and which we communicated to you, of increafing the Revenues of Government, by 
Retrenchments in the Article of Zemindarry Charges. In the Progrefs of forming the Settlement 
we found omklves under the Nccefllcy of relinquilhing this Intention, for fomc Or all the following 
Reafons : Becaufe tlie Ihcreafe upon the aftuai Jumma was too grfeat to admit any further Addition 
by a Kedudion of the Charges; becaufe the Scttjfment having be'eH made in fotne Inftanccs with 
I'aimers inftead of with the Zemindars, the Allowance granted to the latter has been appropriated 
M the Difcharge of their Balances j and laftly, the IncumbVance of private Debts, under which the 
Zemindars labour. 

The Eirft and Third Reafons apply particularly to the Burdwan Province. The Surplus Revenue 
ariling from the Dewry Lands, would allow a Deduftion in the Charges ^ but bcipg appropriated to 
the Difcharge of the Zemindarry Debts, the whole Allowance giverl by ddvernhient to tnc Zemindar, 
confulering the Increafe made upon his Diftrift, affords no more than *4 fuffident Fund for the Ex- 
pences of tlic Zemindar. 

The Second Realbn applies particularly in the Cafes of Rajefhy and tJinageporc, where the En- 
gagements for the Ueveinies are executed by Farmers ; and it may be remarked, that Government 
gains more by the Mode of Settlement adopted in thefe Two Inftanccs, than if the Agreements had 
been made with the Zemindais themfelvcs, The whole Increafe on the Jumma of thefe Tw'O Diftrifts 
is independent of any Retrenchments in the Zemindarry Charges ; whilft the Allowances granted on 
this latter Account, after allotting fuch a Portion of them as is ncccffary for the Subfiftcncc of the 
Zemindar, has been appropriated to the Difcharge of the Balance due on account of the laft Year’s 
Engagements. If the Zemindar of Nuddea had made good his Engagements with Govefnmcnr, 
it would ftill have been difficult to have curtailed any Part of his Stipend, as his Debts to Individuals 
exceed a Year’s Income. At prefent it is applied to the Payment of his Arrears. 

It may not be improper, in this Place, to remark, that not only the Zemindar of Nuddea, but 
that many others, particularly thofe of Hcdgelec and the other Salt Diftrifts, have foffered the 
greatcll Embarraffments from the Demands which Individuals have upon them. It is equally our 
Wilh and our Endeavour to diminilh the Claims which now fubfift, and prevent others arifing in 
future. 

The Attention of the Zemindars is not only diverted by them from thofe Duties which ought to 
occupy their whole Time ; but the Public Revenues arc mifapplicd, and the Officers of Govern- 
ment expofed on this Account to great Trouble and Inconvenience, In Proportion as the former 
Reafons ceafe, the Subjeft of the intended Retrenchments will of courfc be refumed, and no Op- 
portunity be loft in adopting them. 

With refpeft to the remaining Diftrids, no Circumftances have occurred in the Courfeof forming the 
Settlement of them, which require particular Notice • The Proprietors of the Land, whether Zemin- 
dars or Talookdars, have in general been kept in Pofleffion of their Lands and Management of their 
Collections. Where the Reverfe has taken place, it has proceeded from Caufes which arc recorded 
on our Proceedings. The diftant Situation of fomc of the Diftrifts, the great Number of Zemin- 
dars or I'alookdars pofTefling Portions of them, the Incapacity of the Perfons, proceeding from 
Sex or Minority, to manage their Lands, and the Refufal of the Proprietors, arc the Circumftances 
which have induced us to fubftitutc a Farmer, or what is nearly the lame, a Wodadar. 

i6ih. It was our Intention to have laid before your Honourable Board, the Annual Jumma Wafil 
Bakec for the lall Year, together with the Settlement of the prefenr. We are forrv to J|?c under the 
Nccellity of delaying this for a few Days longer. You are nor, however, unadvifed of the Mcafurcs 
we have adopted for the Recovery of the Balances, as our Refolutions on this Subjeft, together with 
the Tawjcc Accounts for Cheyte, the laft Month in the Bengal Year, have been laid before your 
Honourable Board. 

17th. How far we have fuccecdcd in this important Bufinefs of farming the Settlcmcnr, muft be 
left to the Determination of your Honourable Board. It is a Satisfaftion to us to be able to inform 
you, that the Collcftions have, for the firft Six Months of the Year which arc juft expired, been 
kept up with more than ufual Regularity ; and we can with Confidence aflure you, that no Labour 
or Attention (hall be wanting on our Parts, to realize the Settlement wc have made, Scnfiblc of 
the Magnitude and Importance of the Charge intrulled to us, of the Obligations under which wc 
aCt, and flattered by the Confidence you have repofed in us, wc want no further Induccmencj to 
exert our whole Care and Abilities to merit that Approbation which rewards a wcll-cxccuted 
i'ruft. 


Calcutta, 

19th November 1781. 


Wc have the Hohour to be, 

(Signed) J, Shore. 

&c. Committee. 
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Extraft of Fort Wiiliairi ConfiiitationSi in the Revenue Department} dated the a 3d November 

1773 - 

T he Board having,' at feVetal Meetings finct the Receipt of the Harcourt’s Advices, debated on 
the various Means which occurred to them for carrying into Execution the Intentions of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, for the future Controul and Management of the Revenue, and for 
the Removal of the Colledtors from their Stations ; and having maturely confidered and weighed all 
the Confequences which may attend every Meafure that may be adopted j arc of Opinion, that the im- 
mediate Removal of the Colleflors, or the Eftablilhmcnt of any confiftent and permanent Syftcm, 
without fuch preparatory Meafures as might prevent the bad Confequences of too fodden a Change, 
and gradually introduce a more perfect Form of Superintendency, would be hazardous to the Col- 
leftions, and bring at once a greater Weight of Bufinefs on the Members of the fuperior Adminiftra- 
tion than they could poflibly fupport; 

On thefe Grounds they do propofe the following Plan for a future Eilablilhment, to be adopted and 
compleated by fach Means as Experience fliall furnilh, and the final Orders ef the Honourable Company 
flsall allow, 

ift. That the Dillri^ifs which form the prefent Colledforlhips /hall remain, with fuch Variations as 
lhall render them more eafy of Controulj and more fublervient to the general Syftcm. 

ad. That each Diftridf be fuperintended by a Dewan or Awmil, except fuch as have been let entire 
to the Zemindars, or their refponfibie Farmers, who (ball in fuch Cafe be invefted with tl>at 
Authority. 

3d. That a Committee of Revenue be formed at the Prefidency, which lhall confift of Two Mem- 
bers of the Board, and Three fenior Servants bOlow Council, for conducing the current Bufinefs of 
the Colledions, in the Manner following : 

4th. The Committee /hall meet daily ; they (hall form Relblutions and Orders for the current or 
ordinary Buftnefs of the DiftriAs, and prepare, weekly or monthly, a feparate State of each Diftrift, 
an Account of the Demands, Receipts, and Balance of each Diftrift, and a Report of fuch extraordi- 
nary Occurrences, Claims, and Propofals, as may require the Orders of the Superior Council j which 
are to be laid before them in their Revenue Department. 

5th. The Dewan /hall correfpond with the Prefldent of the Committee, and the Royroyan, and fend 
their Bills, ChelanSf and Accounts, to them : Thefe lhall be regiftered in the proper Offices of the 
Khalfa, and fuch Tran/lations and Abftra(fts made of them as /hall be neceft'ary for the Infpetftion of 
the Committee. 

dth. All Orders to the Dewans lhall be tranllated, and written in the Name of the Prefident of the 
Committee and the Royroyan, to be fealed with the Seal of the Khalfa, and figned by them. 

7th. Occaftonal Commiflloners or Infpcflors lhall be deputed to vifit fuch of the Diftrifls as may 
require a^local Inveftigation. Thefe /hall be chofen from the Company’s Covenanted Servants, not 
by Seniority but by the free Eleflion of the Board} they /hall be Men qualified for this Trull by a 
Knowledge of the Perfian or Indollan Language, and by a Moderation of Temper. An Objeftion 
made by a finglc Member of the Board to any Perfon propofed, as wanting of thefe Requifites, ftiall 
be a fufficient Bar to his Appointment, without Proofs being required to fupport it. The Commif- 
fioners /hall receive an Allowance of 1,500 Rupees per Month tor their Trouble and for their Ex- 
pences during the Deputation } they /hail not be allowed to take with them their private Banians, nor 
$aL.CoM. R|P. VI. M any 
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ittiy Servant* or Dependants, without exprefs Leave, in Writing, of the Board •, they lhall be forbid on 
Pain of Sufpenfion from the Service, to lend or borrow Money, to take any Concern in Farms, Ta. 
looks, or Securities, or to purchafe or fell, or concraft to purchafe or fell, any Article whatever in the 
) nor (ball (hey fuller of their Servftate-er DtteadamrtQ da either. 

8th. Strift Orders (hall be given, in Writing, to every Officer commanding the Sepoy Stations for. 
bidding them to detach any Sepoys, either fingly or in Parties, for any Purpofc whatever, beyond’ihcir 
Quarters, except when required on Military Service •, to punifli or confine any Perfon not appertaininv 
to his Command ; to lend or borrow Money y to take any Concern in Farms, Talooks, or Securities • 
ro purchafe or fell, or contraft to purchafe or fell, any Article whatever, either in the Diftrift in which 
fie rrlidcs, or in any other; or to have any Dealing in any Kind whatever with any Dewan, Zemindar 
Farmer, Ryot, or other Dependant or Officer of the Revenue. The fame Orders (hall be publiffied to 
be obferved by the other Officers, both European and Native, of the Battalion, and to all the Sepoys 
and Followers of it. It lhall be declared, that the Commanding Officer lhaU be refponfible for any 
Public Breach of thefe Orders by any Perfon whatever under his Command ; and the Governor lhall 
have the Power of recalling them without affigning a Reafon either to them or to the Board. 

9tli. The Officers of the Foozdarry Adawfins fhaH be forbid to hold Farms or other Offices in the 
Moffuffil ; they (hall be obliged to refide, on Pain of forfeiting their Employment*; and it lhall be 
declared criminal in any Perfon to officiate in the Courts of Adawlut in the Capacity of Naibs or Go- 
inaltahs, for Principals non'rendenc. 

loth. All Complaints of the Ryots or others againft the Dewans, Farmers, Zemindars, or other 
public Officers of the Revenue, lhall be received and decided by the Committee, or by Perfons ex- 
prcfsly appointed by them for that Purpole. 

iith. For the Means of carrying the above Plan into Execution in foch a Manner and at fuch 
Times as may be found molt convenient for elleding the Purpofes intended by it, and preventiog the 
ill Confcqucnccs to which the Colkrdions would be expofed by an improvident and precipitate Inno- 
vation, Rejvhed, That tlx folhwing Plan bt immtdiattfy adopti^ tt he, andta heitektelto he, enh for 
a temporary Purpofe, and introductory to the foregeing ; 

ill. The Piovinccs to be formed into the following Grand Divifions : 

ad. Firft Grand Divifion to be managed at Calcoita, and to confift of the Cakutta Pergunnahs 
Moughly, Hedgctec, Myfadel, Tumlook, Noddea, Jedbte, Mahnaodtliy, with the Talooks of Con’ 
toonagur, &c. and all Lands belonging to Perfons of Credit, whofe coaftanc Refidence is in Calcutta j 
but this is meant only of Lands which are theis own Property,, not of jbehas they may farm or be 
Security for, and even in thefe the Adminiftratioit of Juftice muft reft entirely with the Provincial 
Council in whofe Divifion they may be fituatetk 

jd. Second Grand Divifion to be managed at Bwdwon, and to confift of Burdwan, Mklnapore, 
Birenpore, Pitchaft, Bcerbhooro, Ramgur, &c. Diftridla, under the Management of Captain 
Camac. 

4th. Third Grand Divifion to be managed at Moorlhcdabad, and to coofift of Rajelbahe Eallern 
and Weftern Divifions, Rockunpore Collcdorlhip, Chunnacolly Ditto, Lulbkerpore Ditto, Je- 
hanguirepore Ditto, Caus Talooks, Rajemahl, and Bt^leporc, including the Annexation lately made 
to the latter from Monghecr,, Currickpore, Jungletcrry, &c. Diltridts,. under the ManaRcment of 
Captain Brooke« 

5th. Fourth Grand Divifion to be managed at Dinageperc, and to confift of Dinagepore, Silberries, 
Purnca, Rongpore, Edrackporc, Baharbund, Coch Beyhar, Rangarmally. 

6th. Fifth Grand Divifion to be matu^d at Dacca, and to confift of Dacca, Sylhct, Attya, Cog- 
mary, Burbazzoo. 

yth. Sixth Grand Divifion to be fuperintended by the prefent Chief and Council at Patna, and to 
confift of the whole Province of Bahar, excepting the frparated Diftrifts of Monghecr, &c. as above- 

mentioned. 

8th. Thij! Diftrifts of Chittagong and Tipperah to remain on their prefent Footing under the Ma^ 
nagement of a Chief. 

9th. A Committee of Revenue to be infticuted at Calcutta, for fuperintending the Firft Grand Di- 
vifion ) to be compoled of Two Members of Council, and Three Senior Servants, under them a Se- 
cretary, a Perfian Tranflator, an Accountant, and Five AffiftantSd 

loth. Councils of Revenue to be formed for fuperintending the ad, jd, 4th, and 5th Grand Divi- 
fions ; to be compofed of a Chief and Four fenior Servants, under them a Secretary, a Perfian 
Tranflator, an Accountant, and Three Afliftants. 

1 ith. As the Detail to be conduced by the Committee at Calcutta, will fupcrfcde the Necefllty 
of a Superintendant of the Khalfa, that Office to be aboliffied when the Provincial Councils have beea 
all eftabliffied. 

1 2th. 1 he Regiftry of the Khalfa is however ftill to remain, and the Royroyan to a^k th^ycin under 
the coUedive Controul of the Council of Revenue, as at prefent, and the immediate Cootroul of the 
Governor. 

1 3th. The Office of Auditor and of Accountaiu General Ihould alfo continue 5 but the Accountant 
General to have noConnedlion with the Committee of Revenue further than receiving their Accounts, 
as he docs thofe of every other Grand Divifion, through the Channel of the Council of Revenue. 

14th. A Dewan to be appointed to each of the Provincial Councils, who (ball be chofen by the 
Board, either from among the prefent Dewans of the Diftrifts, or fuch other Perfons as they (ball deem 

well 
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*ell qualified that Office. THc Royroyan to aft as Oewan, aiTiftcd by One of his Naibs to tiie 
Coniniittce ot Calcutta. 

,5th. The Committee, and the fever^l Provincial Councils, to tbrrefpohd with the Council of 
Revenue, and their Dewaru. with the Royroyan, and to aft under their Orders in every Refpeft as the 
Collectors do at prefent. The Perwannahs of the Revenue Council to the Dewans will of couric be 
figncd by the Govcriwr m lieu of the Supermtendant. All Sunnuds that may be refolved to be 
granted by tive Sujxnor Council of Revenue, lhall be regiftcred by the Secretary, in a Book kept lor 
that Purpofe, ^d be iffued under the &il of the Khalfa, and the Signature of the Governor. 

1 6th. The Collections in the Dillri^ compohng the Grand Divifions, which arc not the Seat of 
the Provincial CouiKiU, to ^ managed by Naibs, at fuch Stations as they may judge ncccffary And 
as the immediate RcfponQbility of their Managcmctlt refts upon the Provincial Councils, they lhall 
be allowed the Recommendation of the Perfons they think molt proper for the Truft but their 
Nomination lhall proceed from the Board. N. B. The Committee at Calcutta, wherever Provincial 
Councils are mentioned, is always underftood to be one, to avoid Repetition. 

,7th. The Naite to receive their Orders from the Provincial Councils j which having been approved 
by the Majority of the Members,, lhall be iflucd under the Public Seal, with the Signing of the Chief 
and the Dewan i their Correlpondcnce and Accounts to be addrclTed to the Chief and the Dewan and 
fealed with their Seals as Naibs. Tranllations, of Abftrafta, of all fuch Letters and Accounts to be 
iiivariably made and recorded at the public Meetings of the Councils. ’ 

18th. Each Provincial Council to be furnilhed with a Public Seal for its Divifion, and all the Seals 
.It pretent in the Hands of the Colleftors to be returned to the Prcfidency. 

19th. The Colleftorlhip of Coch Bcyhar to be put upon the fame Footing as Ramgur and Currick- 
pore i the Officers to receive tlicir Ordefs folcly from the Governor, and only to lend their Accounts 
to the Council^of their refpeftive Divifions, for the Sakcot Regularity. 

20th. The Naibs of the Diftrifts under each Provincial Council to hold Courts of Dewanriy Adaw- 
lut, according to the prefent Regulations, and tranfmit their Proceedings to the Provincial Councilsj 
but Appeals in all Calcs to be allowed from them to the Provincial Sudder Adawlut of the Divifion, 
without the 5 per Cent. Fee. Thcfe Courts of Provincial Sudder Adawlut, to be fuperintended in 
Rotation by tltc Members who are not of the Council of Fort William. To decide ultimately on all 
Calcs not exccoding 1,000 Rupees j (in this is included Mulgutarry Land, of which the Jumma or' 
Produce IS not more than 1,900 Rupees, and Aliehatcd or Free Lands, of which the Jumma 
is not more than 100 Rupees) in Calcs exceeding that Sum, an Appeal to be, .is at prclent, to 
the Sudder Dewahny Adawlut. In all Cafes, the Provincial Councils at large may revife the Deci- 
fions of the fuperintcriding Member. Complaints againtt the head Farijiers, Naibs of the Diftrifts, 
Zemindars, and other jjrincipal Officers of the Government, relative to their Conduft in the Revenue, 
to be decided by the Provincial Councils, wd entered on their Proceedings : If any of them think 
themfclvcs aggrieved, they may apply ultimately to the Superior Council of Revenue at Calcutta. 
Sunnuds fur Lands whole Jumma is no more than abovementioned, may be granted by the Pro* 
viiicial Councils, under the Public Seal and the Signature of the Chief, after being regiftered by the 
Secretary in a Book kept for that Purpofe j of which a Copy lhall be tranfmitted monthly to the Ptc- 
fidency and a complete Alphabetical Copy annually. 

21ft:. Strift Orders lhall be given in Writing to every Officer commanding the Sepoy Stations, for- 
bidding them to detach any Sepoys, cither fingly or in Parties, for any Purpofe whatever, beyond 
their Charters, except when required on Military Service } to punilh or confine any Perfon not apper- 
t..iiiing to his Command } to lend or bortow Money ; to take any Concern in Fatihs, Talooks, or Se- 
curities j to purchafe or fell, or contraft to purchafe or fell any Article whatever, cither in the Diftrift 
in which he refides, or in any other or to have any Dealings of any Kind whatever with any Dewan, 
Zemindar, Farmer, Ryot, or other Dependant or Officer of the Revenue. The fame Orders fliall be 
publKhed to be obferved by the other Officers, both European and Native, of the Battalion, and to 
all the Sepoys and Followers of it 1 It lhall be declared likewife, that the Commanding Officer lhall 
be refponiible for any public Breach of thcfe Orders by any Perfon whatever under his Command t 
and the Governor lhall have the Power of recalling them, without afligning a Keafon to them, or to 
the Board. 

2 ad. The Officers of the Phouzdarry Adawluts lhall be forbid to hold Farms or other Offices in 
the MolTuini t they lhall be obliged to recede on Pain of forfeiting their Employments j and it lhall 
be declared criminal in any Perfon to officiate in the Courts of Adawlut in the Capacity of Naibs or 
Gomaftahs for Principals non-rcfidcnt. 

23d. Complaints againft the Officers of the Phouzdarry Adawluts to be made to the Governor, 
and to be referred by him to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, for their Enquiry and Determination. 

24ih. The Members of the Superior Council, whether in Calcutta or in the Divifions, to be re- 
ftrifted from every Kind of Trade whatever, excepting Diamonds fur Remittances to Europe, Goods 
purchafed in Calcutta to be exported to foreign Markets for Sale in Calcutta ; and in Confidcration of 
this Prohibition to be Allowed 3,000 Rupees per Month: Each Member lhall bind himfelf to the Ob- 
icivation of this Article under a Penalty of £. fig, 20,000. 

25th. The Export Warcboufc-kceper at Calcutta to be reftrifted from the Trade in fuch Articles 
as conftitute the Company's Inveftment v and the Export Warchoufe-keepers of the Divifions, and 
the Refidents of Bowlea, Comorcolly, Malda, Rungporc, Luckipore, and Colinda, from the fame 
Articles within their refpeftive Divifions or Diftrifts. 

a6Ui. The Members and Affiftants of the Provincial Councils, and the other Covenanted Servants 

i of 
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bf the Company, rcfiding in the fubordinate Faftortes and OuNdiftri^a, to be reftrided front makinrf 
Advances for Grain, or any fuch Articles as contribute to the Subfiftence of thcNativ'es, and cannot be 
dealt in without Oppreflion to them ; fuch as Ghee, Oil, Fiflj, Jute, Matts, Straw, Bambttos, Beetl 
Nut, and Tobacco i which they lhall purchafe with ready Money only at tite capital Markets’ of ih* 
Country •, and it is expciSlcd that the Chief of every Provincial Council will give Funicular Atten* 
tion to the rigid Obfervance of this Regulation : And if any of the Servants in his Divifion, of what' 
foever Rank, Ihould deviate from it, or in any Rcfpedb carry on a Commerce oppreiTive to th* 
Inhabitants, he is hereby authorized and required to addrefs the Board of Calcutta on this SubieA^ 
Independent of his Council •, and by his own Authority to feize any other Perfen accufed of commit! 
ting any aflual Violence on the Perfons or Property of the Inhabitants, that he may take his Trial 
at the Provincial Court of Adawlot. 

27th. It ihall be made an Article in the Inllruftions given to the Chief and Council of every Di. 
Vifion, that they make particular Enquiry concerning every Talook, or other fmaller Portion of Land 
included within each Dillri^f of their Dividon, but appertaining to Ibme other whether of 

their own or any other Divifion ; that they afeertain the Limits, Malguzarry^ uid Profits of the 
fame : That in like Manner they obtain an Account of every Portion of Land befongrng to either 
of the Diflrifts of their Divifion, but not included in it, and that they report the fame to the 
Superior Council, with the Names of the Proprietors, and every other Circumftance which may 
enable them to efFetfl: an Exchange or Alienation of thefe feparated Lands, on fuch Terms as may Ix 
fatisfadlory to the Owners, and to form a more complete and entire Arrangement of the Diftrifts 

for the better Government and the eafier Management of the Colleftions. ’ 

»• 

It being the profcfied Intention of the Board to make the Plan now adopted fubfervient to that 
which they propofc for a future and perpetual Syftcm •, it is their further Defign, thaf^enever the 
Accounts and Arrangements of any one Divifion Ihall be fo regulated and completed,' as to enable 
them to bring the Controul down to the Prefidency, the Provincial Council Aall be accordingly 
withdrawn, and cither continue to conduct the Bufinefs of the Divifion at the Prefidency, or transfer 
it at once to the Committee. By liich progreIRve Method, an eafy Change may be cfFcftcd, without 
the fmallelt Hazard of any Lofs or Embarralfment i at the fame 'Time that a Provifion is made for 
the Admiflion of fuch other Improvements as the Honourable Court of Direftors may enjoin, and 
which would cither be precluded by any other Mode, or the new M^^fiircs which may have’ been 
eftablilhcd, mull be abolilhed to make room for them ; which would occafion frcih Perplexities in the 
Revenue, and fill the Minds of the People with Apprehenfions of perpetual Changes. 

It has been already rematked, that the great Weight of Affairs with which the Adminillration is 
already loaded, will not admit of the immediate Introduction of the propofed Syftcm ( and it is pof- 
frble that it may Hill remain a Charge too great for one Body to manage, even with ail the Regula- 
rity which Time and Experience can give it : But if it Ihould be found fo, the Collections will be 
better conduced at the Prefidency, by the fame Provincial CouncHs, under the prefent InfpcCtion of 
the Superior Council, than under the fame Controul within the DiltriCts, becaufe of the dangerous 
Abufc which may be made of the perfonal Influence of the Members compofing thofe Provincial 
Councils, and refident within their Divifions •, neither will their Bufinefs fuller by the Diltance of 
their Situation, except only in the Cafe of extraordinary Inveftigations, which may require the Pre- 
feftfe: of Individuals, or the InfpeCtion of MofulTil Papers. 

The Paper delivered by Major Scott event no farther j but in the Proceedings of the i^d November 
1773, received from the India Houfe^ the following Addition was made. 

The Allowance which is propofed by the 24th Article, for the Members of the Council, of 3,000 
Rupees to each per Month, will amount, when the Board is complete, to 36,000 per Month, 
or 4,32,000 per Annum. It is propofed that this Sum be paid front d Fund to be raifei frm thf Trade of 
Opbium, refolved on this Day's Proceedings. — It will be a rCafonable Compenfation for the Lois 
which cha Members of the Superior Council may be fuppofed to fuftain, by being excluded from 
every Benefit of Trade, which thev could not excrcifc, however difpofed in thcmfelves, without fonie 
Degree of Oppreflion. 'They will have more Lcifure to attend to the Duties of their Stations •, and 
the Chiefs of the Provincial Councils will be more at Liberty to check and correft any Irregularities 
of others, being under no Rcllraint on Account of their own private Concerns. If it can be I'uppofcd 
that Men of the firft Dillinftion in the Service, having accepted of fuch a Compenfation, Ihould 
notwithftanding fo far forget the Principles of Fidelity and Honour, as to engage in any Concerns 
contrary to this Prohibition, the Jealoufy of their Councils will prove«n efteflual Bar to fuch a Defign, 
unlcls they Ihould agree in a Collufion with them, which it would be impolfible to conceal. The Con- 
fidence which our Employers have generoully repofed in our Attaehment to their Service, renders it 
more particularly our Duty to exprefs our Sentiments on a Subject of fuch Importance without Re- 
ferve, although our Declarations may admit of a Mifeonftruftion againll ourfclves as Men. The Ser- 
vants of the Company are not exempted from the Frailties and Wants of Humanity ; if allowed the 
Liberty of Trade, while they polTels an unbounded Power (and who Ihall biri'd thofe who conftitotc 
the Government itfelf ?) their Trade will be a Monopoly and an Oppreflion t if forbidden to trader 
without fome Reparation for the Lofs, and Ibme allowed Means of acquiring a Livdibood, ind 
even the Profpeft of a Competency, the feeble Words of a Public IMift will not bold ihem, but 
they will with little Scruple break through them, and obtain thofe Ends by .unallowed Mesni i be- 
caufe they will think, that a Decree which impofes upon them the Neoeflity of petpetu^ Penury, 
could not have been really intended for their rigid Obfervance j fuch having been in many IoftaB««* 
tite fatal Pradicc of this Service. We fay fatal, bccaufc J,8ws and Rcftri^lions which have no 
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Coercion, »nd bear too hardly oO tho PaiTtons for the common Sufferance of Mankind, inevitably di* 
feat their own Purpofe i they become totally difregarded, nor is it dccmcti an Imixa. hment 
ef Morality to iranfgrcfs them : And k is a Confequcnce as infallible, that when Mtn are once 
allowed to pafs the Line of their prefgribed Buty, at their Own Option, they will by Degrees ex- 
tend the Latitude to the furtheft Extremes of Corruption, Embezzlement, and Rapine. For thefe 
Realbns we have judged it advifablc to withliold the Temptation of OppieUion from thofe 
whofc fuperior Inducnce would afford them the moft ready Means of exercifing it, and to Iccure 
their fofbWMce by an Equivalent and certain fncome. Thus far we think ourfclres warranted 
by the full Powers granted us by our Honourable Employers, although the Purpofes to which 
they defigned our Application of them arc not dlftinftly afeertained. We fhould wifh to extend 
the like Role to the inferior Sertrants in Power, efpccially thofe of the Provincial Councils, by 
retraining them alfo totally from 'fradc, and making them proportionable Allowances ; but we 
cannot proceed to fuch a Length without an exprefs Authority, bccaufe We have no other Fund 
to indemnify the Gampany fot Aich an Addition as this vrauld make to their Expcnces, unlefs we 
were to apply the Profits of the Salt Trade to that Purpofe i to which there is this Objedion, that 
they are already appropriated, and referred to the Company for their Determination concerning 
them. We have therefore left the inferior Servants in PolTcirion of the Privilege of a fair Trade* 
and we hope that the Difiiaftion which we have made, will prove a fufficient Guard againft any 
orcat Abufe of it. The Exceptions which we made to the General Prohibition of Trade for the 
Members of the Superior Council, cannot be produdive of any evil Confequcnccs, and may be a 
ncceffary Encouragement to the Promotion of Trade. 


In order to carry the temporary Plan into Execution* the Board is further agreed on the following 
Refolutions : 

I ft. That the Committee of Revenue at the Pecfidcncy be appointed as neceflary to the Efta- 
blifoment of the other Arrangements and chat it do conlift of the following Members t 


Prefident, 

Second, 

1 


Members, 


Mr. 


Meflrs. i 


] 


Philip Milner Dacres, Efquire, 

George Vanfittart, Efouirc, 

{ Henry Cottrell, 

William Harwood, 

Edward Golding* 

Peter More, Secretary and’ Accomptant* 
pHcnry Vanfittart, Perfian Tranflator, 
John Taylor* 

H. Chickcly Plowdcn, 

Thomas Law, 

W. N. H. Hewit, 
tGeorge Gale. 


AfFiftants. 


ad. That they do Immediately afiemble,. and take Meafures for entering upon and executing their 
Charge; that the piublic Regulations already eftablilhed, with thofe contained in the 14th, 15th* 
i6th, 17th, i8th, aoih, ajft, aad, agd, a+th, 25th, *6th, and ayth Articles of the foregoing 
Plan, fhall in general be the Rule of their Condud ; and that they do apply from Time to Time 
to the Superior Council of Revenue for fuch further Inftrudions as may be required. 

3d. That the Colledors of Nuddea, Jelforc, Houghly, and Mahomedfliahy, be advifed that their 
Diilrids are put under the Management of this Committee ; and that they are to return to the Prefi- 
dency, with their Afliftants, whenever they fhall have rendered their Accounts, and received Orders 
to that EBcd from the Committee. 'I'hc Colledor of Mahomedihahy will afterwards remain in his 
Station under the Chief of the Coflimbuzar Fadory, rn. r 

4th. That the Provineiil Councils of Revenue, in Conformity to the above Plan, do confift of 
the following Members, and AITiftants : 


Meflrs. 


Afliftants 


BURDWAN. 

John Graham, Elquire, Chief, 

John Bathoc, ■— Second, 
Alex' Higginfon, — Third, 
John Holme, — Fourth, 
Samuel Lewis, — Fifth, 

Mr. Thomas Graham, Secretary, 

f David Aoderfon, Perfian Tranflator, 
Charles Croftes, Accountant, 
William Taylor, 

Day Hort M‘DowaI, 

William Wilkinfon* 


J 


N 
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MOORSHEDABAD. 

Samuel Middleton, Efquire, Chief, 

i Edward Baber, ~ Second, 

William Maxwell, ■— Third, 

William Hofea, — Fourth, 

John Hogarth, — Fifth. 

f Jacob Rider, — Export Warehoufe-kceper at Cofflmbuzar, 
Nathaniel Middleton, — Secretary, 

John Shore, — Perfian Tr 


AfTiAants 


— Perfian Tranflator, 

James Barton, Accomptant, 

William Cowper, 

John Chandler, 

Dynely, 

Burges, 

Ives, 

Samuel Wildman, Aififtant to Coflimbuzar FaAory, 

(.Sir John D'Oyly, Aififtant to the Refident at the Durbar.' 


Alfiftants to the Revenue Council, 


DINAGEPORE. 

William Lambert, Efquire, — Chief, 
r Herbert Harris, — Second, 

3 George Robertfon, Third, 

”*lAnth' B. Goodlad, — Fourth, 

(.Francis Gladwin, Fifth. 




DACCA. 

Richard Barwcll, Efquire, — Chief, 
f Charles Purling, Second, 

Mrflrs Thackeray, - Third, 

‘ i John Shakefpear, — Fourth, 

(.William Hollond, — Fifth. 

Mr. Francis Law, Export Warehoufe-kecpcr, 
Mr. Thomas l.egh, Aififtant, 
r Frederick Stuart, 

I Matthew Day, 

George Hatch, 

I Henry Lodge, 

Robert Crawford, 
j John Evelyn 

L William Cator, 

Jofeph Cator, 


Mcflrs. J 


Afliftants, to be arranged to the diflferent Depart- 
ments of the Revenue and Faftory by the Chief. 


5th. That the Council for the Dacca Divifion be furnilhed with the above quoted Articles of the 
Plan, and be immediately direfted to aflcmble and enter upon the Execution of their Truft j but 
tlut they do not take upon them the Management of Cogmary, Attya, and Burbazzoo, until the 
t ransfer can be regularly adjufted between this Council and the Council of the Dinagepotc 
Divifion, at the End of the Year, without Prejudice to the Revenue, ' ^ 

6th. That the Council of the Moorlhcdabad Divifion be alfo furnilhed with the above Extrails 
of the Plan, together with the 19th Article, and dirciled to affcmble immediately : That the 
leveral Collcitors of Luckerpore, Chunacolly, Rokimpore, Boglepore, and Jehanguirepore, be 
advifed that their Diftricts are pot under the Management of this Council : That they arc to render 
up their Charge of the Revenue to them ; and, excepting fuch as are detained by other Appoint- 
ments, return with their Alfiftants to the Prcfidcncy. 

7th. That the Councils for the Divifions of Burdwan and Dinagepore^ be direilcd to aflcmble 
at their Stations the End of the Month of February next, fo as to enter upon the Execution 
of their Troll with the Bufinefs of the new Year’s Colledlions 5 and that the ncceflary Orders 
m confequence lhall then be ilTued to the fevcral Colleilors under theft Divifions. 

8th. That the Council of Patna lhall immediately take upon (hem the Superintendance of 
tlie Province of Bahar } and order the Collcdlors and Alfiftants to return to the Prefidcncy as foon 
as they lhall have adjufted their Accounts to their Satisfailion. 

9th. That the Prcfidcnt be requefled to ilTuc Orders for the Condu6l of the Military Ofllcers, as 
txprefled in the a ill Article of the Plan. 


2 


loth. That 
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{Oth> Tli8t the following Petfons be appointed the 
Rajah Rajcbullub, 

Gonga Govind Sing Naib, 

at Burdwan. 
at Moorfliedabad. 


Dewans of the feveral Divifions, vis. 
I at Calcutta. 




at Dacca. 


UACCA 

follows*’ *^®-A^l^owanccs to the Chiefs and Members of the Provincial Courtcils, &c. be fixed as 


The Allowances to the 
Chiefs of the Provincial Coun- 
dll, are not to be 4rawn In 
the Zillas, but will be paid at 
the Prefidency> from the Fund 
to be appropriated for that 
Purpofca 


To the Chiefs, as per Article *4. ^ 3000 per Month 


the Second 
the Third — 
the Fourth — • 

the Fifth 

the Secretary — _ 

the Perfian Tranflator ^ 

the Accomptant r- ^ 

the Export Warehoufe-keeper 


600 D* 
500 D» 
400 D* 
400 D' 
100 D* 
100 D* 
100 D* 
500 D* 


Exclufive of the Allow* 
ances according to 
their Rank, as they 
would receive in Cal- 
cutta 5 viz. 

A Senior Merchant, 
Junior Merchant, 
Faftor, 

Writer. 


The Affiftants according to their Rank as they 
0 ie Zillas, not from the Buxy. 


would receive at the Prcfidency, to be drawn at 


u- . ^ . . 
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Permanent Plan for the Admiaiftration of the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, formed the 20th 

February 1781* by the Honourable the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue 

Department. 

fubfifts, thpiigh with many eflcntial Variations, of fupcrintencling and 
collcfting the Public Revenue through the Agency of Provincial Councils, was inftituted for 
the temporary and declared Purpofc of introducing another more permanent Mode, by an cafy and 
gradual Change, by which the tffefts of too fudden an Innovation might be avoided. This per- 
manent Plan is methodically and completely delineated in the fame Proceedings of the 23d of No- 
vember 1773, of this Department, in which the Provincial Councils were cftablilhed. It confifts fub- 
ftantially in this j that all the Collcftions of the Provinces (hould be brought down to the Prcfidcncy, 
and be there adminiftcred by a Committee of the moft able and experienced of the Covenanted 
Servants of the Company, under the immediate Infpedion and with the Opportunity of, inftant Re- 
ference for Inftruiftion to, the Governor General and Council. 

Conformably to this Defign, it is now rcfolved and ordered, 

i ft. That a Committee of Revenue, confiftingof Four Covenanted Servants of the Company, be im- 
mediately conftituted ; who fliall be intrufted with the Charge and Adminiftraiion of all the Pub- 
lic Revenues of thefe Provinces, and invefted, in the fullca Manner, with all the Powers and Au- 
thority, under the Controul of the Governor General and Council, which the Governor General and 
Council do ihcmfclves poffefs, and (hall not referve cxclufivcly to themfclves. 

2d. I’hat the firft Perfons nominated to this Charge be Mr. David Anderfon, Mr. John Shore, 
Mr. Samuel Charters, and Mr. Charles Croftes. ^ 

3d. That the Provincial Councils (hall be difTolved, and their Charge and Powers transferred to 
the Committee of Revenue ; that the Members of the Councils be ordered forthwith to repair to 
the Prcfidcncy, except the Chiefs of each, who (hall remain in the temporary Charge of their re- 
fpeftive Divifions, under the Authority of the Committee, until fuch I’lmc as they (hall be recalled 
by the Orders of the Governor General and Council. 

4th. That the Colledlors of the feparatc Diftri^Is (hall in like Manner remain in their refpeflive 
Stations, under the Authority of the Committee, until fuch Time as they (hall be recalled by Order 
of the Governor General and Council. 

5^h. That the Office of Superintendanc of the Khalfa Records (hall be abolilhed, and the Office of 
the Khalfa, with all its dependant Offices, and all the Funftions and Powers appertaining to it, (hall 
be transferred to the Committee of Revenue. 

6th. That the Canongocs (hall be re-inftated in the complete Charge and PofTc/Tion of all the 
Funftions ar^d Powers which conftitutionally appertain to their Office. 

7th. That the Committee (hall examine and report the prefent State of the other Offices de- 
pendant on the Khalfa, and propofc fuch Alterations as (liall appear to them nece(rary for making 
ihem anfwerable to the Purpofes of their Inftitution, and bringing them under the Controul and 
daily infpeftion of the Committee. 


8ih. That 
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8th. That the Committee Qiall immediately prepare Eftablilhments for their Own immediate 
Department, and fuch temporary Eftablifhments as lhall be judged neceffary for the Colleftors 
of the Divifions or Diftridls, and mall lay the fame before the Board for Approbation. 

9th. That fuch of the Company’s Servants as lhall be removed from their prefent Officea in 
confequence of thefe Arrangements, (hall be permitted to draw the fame Allowances ^ they draw 
at prefent, until they lliall be appointed to other Offices, or until it lhall be the Pleafure of the 
Board to withdraw this Indulgence. 

loth. That the Committee lhall meet Three Days in every Week, or as much oftnet as their 
Bufinefs (hall require : That they lhall form Refolutions and Orders for the current or ordinary 
Bufinefs of their Department, an^ report to the Board, as they (halt happen, (uch extraordinary Oc- 
currences, Claims, and Propofals, as may require the fpecial Orders of the Board : That they (hall 
keep regular Minutes of their Proceedings in the cuftorfiary Form, and do no Aft colleftively 
which lhall not be recorded therein : That they lhall lay a fair Copy 6f each Month's Proceed- 
ings, together with a fummary Report of the fame, the JuiAma WaunI Badkee, or Accounts of De- 
mands, Receipts, and Balances, of each Divifion or DiBrlft, and general and paflicolaf Accounts of 
Receipts and Dilburfements, and Treafury Accounts of each Month, befqre the Board, on the 
Fifteenth of the enfuins Month. 

nth. That if the lumbers of the Committee differ in Opinion oport any Queftion before them, 
the Majority, or the Calling Voice of the Prefident or fenior Member prefent, lhall decide, and 
form the Refolution of the Whole j but it is not expefted that every diflhntiertt Opinion lhall 
be recorded ; and where the Cafe lhall be deemed of fuch Importance as to require it, it (hall be 
immediately referred, together with fo much of the proceedings as have an immediate Relation to 
it, to the Board •, but the Determination of the Majority of the Committee lhall not therefore be 
Rayed, unlels it lhall be fo agreed by the Majority. 

1 2th. I'hat the Prefident of the Committee do iflue, of his own Authority, Intervals 

of their Meetings, fuch occafionat or fubfidiary Orders as lhall be ncccflary for carr^^ into Exe- 
cution any cxilling Orders of the Committee, or for perfonal Attendance, or for preparing Ma- 
terials for the infpeftion of the Committee, or for any fuch other Purpofes as the Committee lhall 
judge it advifable to commit to his feparate Charge as their executive Member t and all the 
Officers, Servants, and Dependents, (hall be required and enjoined to yield implicit Obedience to 
all Orders which they lhall receive from him, fubjeft, of courfe, to the fuperior Authority of the 
Committee : That the other Nfembers of the Committee lhall not poflefs or exercife individually 
the fame Power, except in Cafes in which, for the greater Difpatch of Bufinefs, they fliall agree to 
divide it into feparate and occafional Portions between them, or to affign any fpecial Charge to any 
Member fcparatcly. 

13th. That a Commiffion of Two per Cent, on all Nett Sums paid immediately into the Trea- 
fury at the Prefidcncy, on Account or the Public Revenue, in the Courfe of every Month, and a 
Commiffion of One per Cent, on all Sums paid to the Trtafuries which remain under Charge of 
the Collcftors, in the Courfe of each Month, after dedufting all Charges incurred in the fame 
Month, lhall, on the paffing of each Month’s Account, be allowed to the Members of the Com- 
mittee and their principal Afliftants, as the Reward of their Trouble, from this Time, or from the 
Firit Day of the Month of Faugun, to the Conclufion of the enfuing Bengal Year, or the End of the 
Month of Cheyt, 1188} and lhall be (hared between them in the following Manner j viz. The 
W^ole being divided into Twenty-five Shares, the Prcfulcnt (hall take Six Shares, each of the other 
Members ot the Council (hall have Five Shares, and the remaining Four Shares lhall be divided equally 
between the Secretary anti the prefent Aflillant of the Superintendant of the Khalfa Records, who 
lhall continue to perform the fame Duties, under the Authority of the Committee and the occa- 
lional Orders of the Board, as he has hitherto done under the Superintendant of the Khalfa Re- 
cords i and thefe Allowances lhall be in lieu of all Salaries, Emoluments, and Perquifites, what- 
foever, 

i4tb. Each Member of the Committee lhall, on his Admiffion to his- Office, folemnly take and 
fublcribe the following Oath ; viz. 

I, A. B. do fwear. That I will faithfully difeharge the Office of a Member of the Committee 
of Revenue j that I will not receive, direftly or indireftly, from any Zemindar, Talookdar, 
Farmer, or other Landholder or Officer, or other Dteendent of the Committee, any Pre- 
Icntor Gratuity of any Kind whatfoever j neither will I acquire or receive any lucrative 
Advantage by my Office, but fuch as lhall be public]y.j||ftIlowed me by the Governor 
General and Council. So help me GOD. 
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Copy of a Lttter from the Committee of Revenue to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council j fubmitiing to them, Temporary Eftablilhments for the Chiefs and Collcaors of the difltr- 
ent Divifioni j alfo Regulations, formed by the Committee, for eOnduaihg the Buhnefi of their 
Department. 

To the Honouniblc Waircn Heftlngs, Efqutre* Governor Geoehil end Council of Fort William. 
Hortodfable Sir, and Oeiittemen, 

A greeable to the Sth Article Jn the Reflations prefcribed fof our Conduft, we have pre. 

pared Temporary EftablKfamenti for the Chiefs of the Divifions and Collcaors of the Didrias^ 
which we have now the Honour to lay before you for your Approbation. 

Thefe Eftabllftmeata do not difibr in Form from thofe whkh at prefent etift. In order ho#ever 
to didingoiih the real Expencei made in the Colleaiona of the Revenues from the Charges incuried 
on Accoont of diBhrent Services, we have omitted in thefe EftabNfhments to infert the Expences 
of the Fouadarry or Dewanny Adawluts, Law Charges, and lafpeffors of Ophium, which in future 
we propofe (hall be entered under the Head of Fort William Prefidehey. For the fame Reafon the 
Articles of Diet Money, Family Allowance, &c. which were formerly paid by the Buxey in Cal* 
cutta, are omitted, and we propolc that this Mode of Payment (hall be adopted in future. 

Seveiid of the Gentlemen at the different Subordinates have drawn Allowances for their Moon* 
iheys : 'I^you think proper to continue thefe Allowances, we recommend that they be paid, as for* 
merly, by the Buxey, under the Approbation of the Honourable the Governor General. 

The Zemindam of Rajilhahy, Rocunpore, Beerbhoom, and BilFenpore, have been allowed Annual 
Remillions upon account of their Religious Ceremonies, or for their Servants, as follows : 

SSemitodar of Rajilhahy. 

Account Burgundafles, per Month, -- S*R' a,ioo — — 

Deb Knitch — —-..-* 1,500 — -* 

— * 3.^00 — — 


Rocunpore. 

• Burgundalfta — . 649 — — 

DcbKrutch <«• — 34a 14 15 

99 « »4 *5 

Beerbhoom. 

Deb Krutch •— •— — — 74 10 14 

Rajah’s Servants — 750 — — 

• 8a4 10 14 

BilTenpore. 

Deb Krutch — — — 346 

. Rsjah’s Servant*^ — — — — 335 


Per Month, — Sicca Rupees 6,097 9 9 

Per Annum, — Sicca Rupees 73,171 1 8 


Theft Articles Wt have dtdiffted from the Zemindarry Charge*, and they will of courfc bec^e 
Additions to the Revenue faid by thofe Zemindars refpe£tively. It apwars to us, on a generalRc 
view of the Zemindarry Charges, that feme Refumptions may with Juftice and f 

from them i bus as this is of Importance, we mean to obtain more particular " 

to the Nature of tho original Bftablilhmeni of thefe AUoswnces, before we 
Refumptions i for the prefent, therefore, theft Charges ftand as in the former ^ 

In feveral of the Diftflfts, Sums ait charged Monfoly ^ H If Suifo 

Articles of theft Efhiblifliments, aa they cannot be conGdered as 

ceafe as foon as the Services for which they areumv bppropriat^ are execut^ . 

We obferve that Raiah Cullean Sing receives Monthly Allowances at Patna w “le Amtwflt or 
Rupees 4,166. 17. 6 :: if this Salify is paid to him MDewah, we think it unneceflafy, as he 
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fclf the Farmer *, but we rather fuppofc it it given to him as a IMBoh, in which Cafe it (hould not 
be confidered as a Charge upon the Revenue. We fubmit to you the Propriety of a Itefuniption<of 
this Article. 

Upon the Whole, thefe EftabliOiments are Calculated to aUfwer the Porpofey.for which they 
are dedgnecl, at as little Expence as poflible. That you inay be better enabled to ju^e Q^he Re> 
dodtion which has been made in the Amount of the Charges, we have the Honour to laylp)re yoi] 
I' wo Accounts ; one fliewing in general the Amount of the Redudlion, and the other ^^ifyi,^ 
more particularly the Articles in which thefe Retrenchments have been made. ^ ^ 

We do not propofe thefe Eftablilhments as finally fixed and permanent i Ibme Articles o( Expence 
fiill remain for further Confideration, upon which we cannot decide till we have obtained Expltna* 
tions from the Colledlors regarding them : Some Circumfiances may alfo occur to render Variations 
in thefe Eftablilhments indifpenfably necefiary ^ and we requeft your PermiiBon to make fuch Va. 
nations where they lhall appear to us indifpenlable, reporting them to you as they fliall take place. 

With refpeft to the Alliftants who are to remain with the Chiefs of the Diftrid^ we propole 
with your Approbation, to leave the Choice of them to the Chiefs themfelves. dirking them id 
general to give a Preference to thofe Perfons who are the beft qualified, or thole who at prefent 
hold Military Pay mafterftiips, or ai'e employed at any Out Stationi. , ,, 

We propofe that thefe Eftablilhments. if they Ihould be honoured with your Approbation, lhall 
take place from the Beginning of the enfuing Bengal Year 1 188. The intervening Period is’lhort 
and will be neceftary for the Chiefs and Colle^ors to complete their Records, and arrange their Eft*! 
blilhments according to the Plans now fubmicted to you. 

We have the Honour to be, nwft refpedtfully, 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient and 

Fort William, moft huinjUe Servants, , 

ad March 1781. (Signed) J. Sho«V; J 

Sam' Charters, 

Cha* Croftes. 


The Honourable the Governor General and Council having refolved to inveli the Committee 
with the Funftions and Powers appertaining to the Office of the Khalfa i and having direfled them 
to examine and report on the prefent State of the other Offices dependant on the Khalfa, and propofe ' 
luch Alterations as lhall appear necelTary for making them anfwerable to the Purpofes of their 
^ftitutions) the Committee now proceed to take into Confideration thefe Reiblutions and 
Orders. 

The Committee, reverting to original Regulations for . conducing die Bufinefs of the 
Revenue Department at the Preftdency, and that of the Khalfa, obferve, that the Principles 
upon which the Syftcm was then eftabliffied, were founded with a View to the Eftabliflimcnt of 
fomc future Committee of Revenue, fimilar to that which has now taken place. 

1 hat the Duty of the prefent Cotnmitcee is there alfo defined to conlift chiefly in ilTuing the 
neceftary Orders to the Colledlors •, in infpefling, auditing, and paffing their Accounts > in deciding 
upon all Points of Reference} and in ilfuing the necelTary Orders; fubjcdl: to the Approbation and 
Controul of the Supreme Council. 

That for carrying into Execution the fcvcral Duties, the former Eftablilhmcnt of the Khalfa. with 
lome few Variations, will now alfo be requifite. 

L J* appears to the Committee, that as the Roy Royan was originally dependant on 
the Board of Revenue, and directed to attend there, he Ihould dfo be* now confidered as an Officer 
under the Supreme Council. 

That in this Capacity, his Duty will ftill confift in counterfigning all fuch Perfian Papers and 
Orders as are executed by the Supreme Council, or by the Honourable the Governor General. 

That he may be the better enabled to carry into Execution fuch Orders as he lhall receive from 
the Supreme Council or Governor General, he be ftill allowed to call upon the Native Of- 
ficers under the Committee, for Copies of fuch Papers, in the difierent Sherilhtas. as he mav 
require. » ‘v uw/ 

u the Supreme Council have thought proper to appoint a Dewan to the Committee, it will 

be the Duty of the Dewan to counterfign the Papers executed by them, and carry into Execution fuch 
Orders as are given to him, and fuch Duties as appertain to his Office ; to be prefent at the 
Meetings of the Committee, and fit with them to receive (heir Orders » and to attend the 
1 relident occafionally, and to report fuch Matters to him as require h» Orders, which he is to 

T^at the Roy Royan, therefore, lhall not be allowed to interfere in the Bofineis trania^tef by 
the Dewan of the Committee, as fuch Interference would occafion frequent Difputes and great Delay 
in the Buftnefs, which each would alcribe to the other. ® ^ 

That the Duty formerly veiled in the Roy Royan, 

Proviocial Dewans,.m|M|Mving Acoouots from -them in 
Counterparts of the (jii|in which the Board of Revenue 
now become unneceftary, ' 

. with re^ to fuch Provincial Dewans as remain in the Diftri^ where Cd^Aors are 

ftatiooed, 


of fuperintending the Conduft of the 
the Bengal Language, and of iffifing 
Ihould expedite to the Colleton, will 
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ftationcd, they ftould MMinuc to aMnder the Diredlions of thofe Colleftors, to whom the Coni- 

mittec will-eapeditc ih^rQrdcrj. 

that with^efpeft to fuch Provincial Dcwans and Naibs as refide in Diftrias where there are no 
Collcaors, the Committee wlJ alto iflue their Orders to them through their Prefident j and fuch 
Orders ar^> coonterfigoed by the Dewan of the Committcci ’ 

That dpColkaors be accordingly direacd to addrefs the Pcrfian and Bengal Copies of 
fuch Accounts m th^ lhall fend to the Committee, to the Dewan of the Committee ; and 
that Orders be iffued to the Provincial Dewans and Naibs, who refide in Diftrias where there 
arc no Collea<#i» to adopt the fame Mode of Addrefs. 

That the executive Bufinefs i^ipertaining to the Colleaion of the Rents of the Huzzoory Mehals 
will principally reft with the Prefident of the Committee and Dewan, fubjea to the Orders of the 
Committee. 

That the Accountant General of the Dewanny will ftill continue to perform the Duties deferibed 
in the old Reguladona of the Khalfa, or fuch other Funaions as may have fince been preferibed by 
the Honourable Board. ’ 

That all the Accounts of the Revenue Department will, as ufual, be carried to his Office. 

That therefore thc„Eftablifliment of an Accountant’s Office for the Committee, will be uhnccef- 
fary i but the Duties of fuch an Appointment may be performed by a Sub>accountant. 

That the Duty of a Sub-'accountant will be, to receive the Accounts tranfmitted to the Committee* 
deliver them to the Accountant funeral’s Office, and prepare Statements of the Kifts due from the 
Huzzoory Mebala more immediately under the Committee* Monthly Towjees of the fame, with 
fuch other Accounts as he may be direfled to furnilh. 

That he be ther^ore confidered as an Officer jointly undet the Committee and Accountant Ge> 
neral. . ^ ^ 

That the. Official Eftalffiffiment for the Roy Royan, fpecified in the above Regulations of the 
Khalfa, wtu.not in future be confidered as a Parc of the Eftablilhment of the Committee, but fepa< 
rate from it. 

That inftead of the above Office, an Eftablilhment for the Dewan, of a Number of native Officers 
fufficient to enable him. to execute the Duties appertaining to his Appointment, be made. 

That a feparate Office for the Huzzoor Tehfcel, as mentioned in the Old Regulations of the 
Khalfa, will now become necefiary, as the Duties of this Office will be performQl by the Dewan and 
the Officers under him. 

That with refpedi: to the Canongoe’s Office, it will become the Subjedb of future Confideracton* 
when the Committee proceed to carry into Execution the Orders of the Honourable Board for the 
Eftablilhment of the Canongoes. 

That the Eftablilhment of a General Treafury Office, as deferii^d in the above Regulations of 
the Khalfa, will ftill be necefiary ; but that, to facilitate the Receipt of the Revenues, to check the 
Accompts, and preferve Regularity in them, it is the Opinion of the Committee, that a Subordimtt 
‘treafury OfjUe Ihould be eftablifiied for that Part of the Huzzoor TchfecI, made by the Committee 
thcmfclvcs, or their Ojtficers iffimediately under them. 

That in order to prevent all Confuflon in Terms, the General Treafury of the Committee do ftill 
retain the Name .of the Khalfa ^teafury, and that the fubordinate Treafury Olficc be denominated 
the Rjunning Treefury, 

That with refpefb to the other fubordinate Offices dependant on the Khalfa, it will be necefiary 
to retain them, with fome Variations, and they will ftill continue the Fundions deferibed in the above 
Regulations, or fuch others as ftiall be preferibed. 

The Committee having premifed the Obfervatidns necefiary for carryiiig into Execution the Or- 
ders of the Honourable the Governor General and Supreme Council, now proceed to form their 
Eftablilhment. 

: That as nothing contributes more to an expeditious and regular Difpatch of Bufinefs than general 
Potma and Rules* the Committee think it ncceflkry to pals the following Refolutions, for their own 
Guidance, and that of their Officers under them i 


Collcdsons of the feevenues of the lluzzoor Tehfeeh 

*Phat 'Fullub Chit^s be rtgularly iflued on the 20th of each Bengal Month, for One Half of the 

Kill: of the Hbzzoory Mehals for the fame Month. tt .r 1 

That on the 30th of each ftingal Month* Tullub Chittees be iflued for the remaining Half of the 

Kill of the fame Month. j r l r. • 

That on the 5th of 1I16 efifuing Month, Bengal Month Dtftnfta be iflued for the Rcntera in Ar- 

rcftrsa 

That to obviate the Inconveniencea which have arifen from the Dilaiorinefs the Zemindata and 
Farmers in difebarging their. Rents at the . ftipulated Periods of their Kiftbundies, and to conftraiil > 
them. IB future to . bei more pundiwl in their Payments, ^ 

remaining jo Arrear Fifteen Days after the Expiration of ite Period of the a per Centage of 
I Rupee ffiail be levied ovcr.and above the Amount of the wbooieats. 

5 
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That on fuch Part of the Kift of One Month as remains Ifl Afrear after the Expiration of thj 
following Kift, Two per Cent, be levied j and that upon the Deftciencies of every fubrequent Kift, the 
ianie Penalty be levied in the fame Proportion. 

'Phiit thefe Regulations extend to the Zemindars and Farmers of all the Mehals within the Divi. 
fiuns of Calcutta, Moorlhcdabad, Burdwan, and DinageMre, as the Situation of thefe Dirifions are 
fulftcicntly contiguous to enable them to complete their Engagements within the Periodsit^ve fped. 
tied. 

That the Dewan do deliver in an Account of the Seah or Receims to the Preftdenr, figned by 
himfclf, daily •, and that the Prefidcnt do lay the Account before the Committee at*each Mectiog. 
'I'hcfe Accounts to be depoGted with the Sub Accountant. 

'l hat the Amount of the Sums brought into the Seah Accounts of each Day in the Subordinate 
Trealury, be paid in the Evening into the Khalfa Treafury. 


Khalfa Treafury, 

That all Remittances from the Colleiftors and Chief be immediately carried to the Khalfa Treafury, 
and depoflted there. 

That all Difburfements whatever be made from the Khalfa Treafury. 

That all fuch Sums as are paid according to fixed Eftablilhments, be paid to an Order of Treafury, 
figned by the Prefident of the Committee and Accountant General, and counter-^figned by tlie 
Dewan. 

That all Diiburfements not included in fixed Eftablilhments, be previoufiy laid before the Com. 
mittcf, who will, if proper, pafs an Order for their Payment « after which the Order o i the Treafury 
will be figned by the Prefident and Accountant General, and couiiter-figned by rhe JLv - vn. 

That as often as the State of the Treafury admits. Remittances be made from the Khaiia to the 
General Treafury. 

That thele Payments be made to an Order, figned by the Prefident and Accountant General, and 
counter- figned by the Dewan ; and that the Sub Treafurer do give a Receipt for every Sum fo paid 
into the General Treafury ; which Receipts are to remain with the Kezanchee of the Committee, to be 
produced with the Monthly Treafury Account. 

That the Committee, on the 6th of every Englilh Month, or the next Committee Day enfoing, do 
examine and audit the Monthly Treafury Accounts, previous to laying it before the Supreme 
Council. 

That on the Firft Day of every Englilh Month, or next Committee Day enfuing, they do examine 
the Report upon the Towjee Accounts of the different Colleftors and Chiefs, and pafs fuch Orders 
and Refolutions thereon as they lhall deem neceffary. 

That the Accountant General do alfo continue to report upon the Accounts, Charges, and Treafury 
Accounts, of the Colledors and Chiefs i which the Committee will take into Confideration, and pafs 
their Orders, upon the 6th of every Month. 

rjohn Shore, 

(Signed) < Samuel Charters, 

I Cha* Croftes. 
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Plan for the Settlement of the Revenue of Bengal and Bahar, for the Bengal Year 1 188 1 formed by 
the Committee of Revenue, and fubmitted by them to the Honourabfe the Governor General and 
Council, the 29th March 1781. 

'T'HE Honourable Governor General and Council having direfled the Committee to form and lay 
bcfore..them a Plan of a Settlement for the enfuing Bengal Year 1188, they now proceed to take 
thefe Orders into Confideration. 

With a View, to the Execution-of-tbele Orders, the Committee have diredted fuch Accounts and 
Materials to be prepared, as they judged ufcful to give them Information refpe^ling the Capacity, 
Situation, and E^teut of the federal Diftri 61 s, and tlx peculiar Circumftancea which have o^atra 
during fome Years paft, to occafion either Improvement or Decay in the Revenues of each t an Atteii' 
tion to which can alone enable them to forma Plan capable of Ixing reduced to Pradke. Moft of' 
thefe Accounts are now-ready for their infpeflion, and the Remainder will foon be compleated. 

The Two principal ObjeAs for Coofidcration are, the Amount of the Setdemeiit, and the Form 
oftil* * 


The 
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The Amount Ae AffeWiicht muft depend on the Capacity of the different’ DiffriAs. In fame 
the Affeffment will be |bun(| fittady too great i others again, and the greateft Part, will admit of aii 

^'^To propo#n thU A^b^ment in fuch a Manner as it may be realized, tlic Value of the different 
n llrifls niulV^ afcilftafncd i The Cothmittte arc of Opinion that this may be accompiilhed with a 
ifficient Degree of Accuracy, without entering into minute Examinations or new local Invejligatim, 
The Committee liare now accurate Accounts of the Settlement, Receipts, Balances, and Remif- 
(ions, from the Ycalr 1178 to the prefent Time, as well as of the Jiemindarry and Ijarredarry Ex- 
.pces; the Aumeeny Records will alfo furnilh the Huftabood Accounts of many of the Diftrids, 
^oTi the Year 1 179 to 1 18^, and for a longer Period if neceffary. 

In following the Information to be obtained from' thefe Records, the Committee cannot greatly err 
in fixing the Amount of the Affeffment, particularly as they will add to this the Information to be 
obtained from all Mutfuddies or others employed in the Colledtion and Management of the Reve- 
nues. riie Charadter and Cap.icities of the Zemindars, Farmers, and others, who have had Charge 
of the Collections, will alfo be taken into Confideration, as being ufcful in fomc Cafes to afcertain 
wlicther the Non-payment of the Rents Of any particular Place has been owing to the Fault or Inca- 
pacity of the Perfon employed, or to the Want of Funds in the Diffridt. 

^ In comparing thefe feveral Accounts and Information, they propofe taking fome Data as a Ground- 
work to proceed upodfi The Method which appears to them the flmpleft and cafiefl; is, to take the 
bioher adtual CollctVions that have bee* made in any one Year from 1178 to the prefent Time, and 
from an Examination of the Rctnllfions which have fince been granted, and a Comparifon of the 
}]ullabf»od Accounts, and the Receipts of other Years, to form a Judgment as to the Caulc of the 
Decreaft of the fumma, which has fince appeared, and pafs a Decifion, whether that Amount fliould be 
continued,J||reafed, or increafed. An Attention alone to th©>^Remiflions granted, will afford them 
very fatisl^Wy Infoi'mation, by Ihewing the Nature of them, and whether they have proceeded from 
temporary Caufes, or others which have a lading and permanent Effedl ; and an Examination of the 
Ch.irge will alfo Ihcw how faf Additions may be cffedled from Retrenchments. 

The Amount of the Settlement being thus afeertained, the Mode of it is next to be confidered. 

Three Modes of Settlement prevail in this Country : 

To leave the Lands to the Zfemindars, or to Farmers, or keep them Khafs. 

The Committee arc of Ojfihlon, that it will not be advifablc to give either of thefe Modes an ex- 
clufive Prc^rence to the rtft, but adopt them feverally as Circumftances may require. 

The Mode which appears to the Committee the moft convenient and fecure for the Government, 
and the beft for the Ryots and Country, is, in general to leave the Lands with the Zemindars, making 
the Settlement with them, particularly in the larger Zemmdarries, fut^as Nuddea, Radlliahy, Dinagc- 
porc,&c. The Confiderations which ought to preclude the Zemindars, are, their grofs Mifmanagc- 
ment, Oppreffions, or Ihcapacity. 

Where Women or Minors are Zemindars, the Committee think fomc Method Ihould be adopted to 
prevent the Confufion ordinarily arifing from this Circumftancc, by fixing a Rcfponfibility upon fomc 
Perfon to whotn they caii conftantly have Accefs, and upon whom they can enforce tlic Orders of 
Government. This maylbe effefted by joining with them in the Management their principal executive 
Officer, either as Malzamin, or by making him annex his Seal to the Agreement figned by the Ze- 
mindar, binding himfelf to pay up the Revenues Kill by Kill, as was formerly the Ufage ; lo that his 
own private Fortune being rendered refponfiblc for the public Revenue, it may become his Intcrell to 
manage the Affairs of the Difirift with Attention and CEconomy, and to difeharge pun^ftually the 
Amount of the monthly Kills : Without fuch a Refponfibility, the executHfe Officer of Government 
will always meet with Difficulties in realizing the Revenues. It is true, that all the Lands may be lold 
for the Payment of the Rents-, but it would be hard to adopt fo rigorous a Mcaljirc when the 
Zemindar b known to haiv'e had no Share in the Management, and when the Deficiencies have been 
occafioned by the Incapacity or Dilhonelly of the executive Officer. , n t 

After the Amount of the Settlement to be paid by any Zemindar has been fixed, it will only re- 
main to call upon the Zemindar to conclude the Engagement, by figning his Cabooleat. 11 he 
Ihould demur when the Requifition is made to him, or make any Evafions, as it is probable wu 
the Cafe in many Inftanccs, tffc Government Ihould lofe no Time in compelling him to t'^y their 
Orders, by fending a Sczawul to take Charge of his Zemindarry, or by putting it into the Poffcflion 
of a Wadadar.-Ot letting it in Farm. As the Affeffment will be regulated with Impartiality and 
all pofliblc Exaftnefs, there can be no Injufticc in obviating, by a decifivc Condua, Evafions calcu- 
lated to fruftrate the Orders tw Government. ... 1 k. ... 

With refpeft to Farmers, the Principle upon which they may be introduced may be affigned as 
follows : Several Diviffpns contain a Number of Petty Talookdar*, with whom a Settlement been 
made by the Government Itfclfi fuch Divifions, and particularly fuch Parts of them as a e either 
now immediately under the Committee, or are to be put under them, ffiould be 
Committee would othenyif? t?e greatly embarraffed and impeded in their g^l Bufincfs. by g 
obliged to enter inw’the Detail of a Number of ^tty Farmers and T alwk jw 
, A,foorr« a Judgment has been f«med refpeaing thofe 

kt to farm, AdvertiTeinents IhbOld be f)Ut up, giving Notice, that fcated Pr^s wdl W acce^d 
for the Farm of them-, the Committee teferving to themfclves the I" J 

be deemed inadequate, or fuch as arc made by People who want Know t g p y* 
SsL.CoM. Rep. VI. ^ 
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With reffxA to the Period of the Leafes in general, it appears to the Connmittee, that to limi 
them to One Year will be the beft Period, giving a Preference at the Settlement of the next to fn ! 
Perfons as lhall have paid up their Renu, and making a Promife of this on the Part of Govern! 
nient. 

One or other of the Confiderations fpecified, will include moll, if not all, of the Di(^s 
It may be neceflary however to afk, who is to make the Settlement ? It would be difficult to fix a 
general Rule for this, which would not be liable to Exceptions. The Committee Ihould execu? 
this Talk themfclves in as many Cafes as they can •, in foroc perhaps it would be moft cxpedkiH 1 
leave the Detail of this with the Collcflor, or the Officer of Government. 

Thele are the general Principles which occur to the Committee j and, as they have already oivc, 
their Attention, both feparately and colleftively, to the fcveral Points from which thefc Principif, 
have be^n deduced, and the Cafes in which they arc to be applied in Pradicc, they are ready to com. 
mcncc the fixing the new AflclTment, and the Perfons who arc to pay it, as foon as the Governor 
General and Supreme Council lhall have given their Orders on the Plan. 


APPENDIX, N'’ 5. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor General and Council, in t^eir Revenue 
Department, dated the 30th Marcli 1781, to the Committee of Revenue, refpefting the Settle, 
menc of the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar ; fubmitted by them to the Honourable Board the 
29th March 1781. 

■y^E approve of the Whole of the Plan which you, have recommended, of a Settlement for the 
enfuing Bengal Year it 88, excepting that Part in which ids propofed in fome Cafes to Icjve 
the Detail of the Settlement with the Collcftor, or the Officer of Government t of this we cannot 
approve in any Cafe, as we conceive it to be inconfillent with the Office of the Perfon who is to 
have the ColleAions of the Settlensent, upon the Settlement formed, that he Ihould have any Con. 
cern in the Formation of it : Wjc therefore diredl, that for fuch Mhals as cannot be immediately fet- 
tled by you with the Zemindars, or Perfons deputed by them, Perfons be exprefsiy deputed from 
the proper Offices to form the Settlements upon the Spot ; and that thefe be alfo made, and finally 
confirmed, by yourfelves. 

Although we approve of the general Principles on which you propofe to regulate your Condud 
in the Formation of the Settlement } yet, as it is our Defirc to remove every Interference and Em- 
barralTmcnt from the prefent Syftcm of Controul, render it uniform, and to afford every Relief and 
Eafe both to the Ryots and to the Zemindars, which may be confiftent with it, and conformable to 
the ancient Conftitution of the Country •, we recommend it to you to give all due Encouragement to 
fuch Applications as you lhall receive from the 21 emindars, for the Payment of their Rents imme- 
diately to the Khalfa, for the Reftoration of their ancient Jurifdiftion, and the confequent Abolition 
of that of the Phouldarryi* and for the Settlement of a fixed Revenue during the Lives of the 
aftual Incumbents; In thefe Points we are defirous to afford every Indulgence to the Zemindars; 
but lhall expeft in Return an Increafe of their Revenue, bearing fome Proportion to the Advantages 
which the Zemindars will themfclves derive in Point of Revenue from them. We think it lufficient 
thus briefly to fuggeft this Deviation from your general Plan, leaving it to your Judgment and Dif- 
cretion to apply it. 

We recommend it to you to ufc the utmoft Expedition in concluding the Settlement, tranfmitting 
the Amilnamahs as ufuai to us. 
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Regulations for Adminiftration of Civil and Criminal JuRice throughout the Provinces. 


Revenue De- 

f iartntcnt. Coa< 
ulta’ion, 6lh 
April sySip 


tipHE Board taku^tnto Confideration the prefent State of the Adminiftration bf Civil and Crim^- 
nal Jufticc throughout the Provinces, pals the following Refolutions concerning it ' 
ift. That to remedy the Inconveniences occafioncd by tlie too extenfive Jurildiflion 5* *7.® 
JO ' Monuiu 



appendix, N-6. 


'h'^'r“.'*ifi‘'“rt'"*p,‘''“‘'n”°*' ''‘•'■wiKd t'h^TOTiLf“,hrL?'’^' 

.bKh iot, filed » the moll popoloo. o, cenml Town, ,i,hi„ Lr ict^rjSi&L " 


2 d. 



ift. 

ad. 

^ 1 : 

4th. 

fih. 

6tb. 

7th. 

8ch. 

9th. 

10th. 

iitb. 
1 2 th. 
13th. 
14th. 
15th. 
i6ch. 
17th. 
18 th. 


Moffufil Dewanny Adawlut, of 




Midnapore. 

Rogenautpore. 

Chettra. 

Patna. 

Lowya. 

Derbunga. 

Tawjcpore, 

Boglepore. 

Rungporc. 

Nattorc. 

Armecrygunge, 

Dacca. 

Buckergunge. 

Iflamabad. 

Moorly. 

Calcutta. 

Burdwan. 

Moorlhcdabad. 


fh 


at the local Extent of the 


Jurifdiaion of thefe Courts be rcfpeftivciy as follows : 


Jurifdiftion of the Dewanny Adawluts. 

ill. The furifdidlion of the Adawlut of Midnapore, confining of. 
ift. The Didridl of Midnapore. 
ad. — — of Jellafore. 

ad. The Jurifdiaion of the Adawlut of Rogenautpore, confifting of, 
ift. The Diftria of Pachete, including the petty Mehals. 
ad. The Diftria of Biflenpore. 

3d. The Jurifdiaion of the Adawlut of Chettra, confifting of, 
ift. The Diftria of Ramgur. 
ad. — Palamaw. 

3d. — — Naugpore. 

4th. — — Kendy. 

5th. — — Currickdea. 

6th. ~ — Chackye. 


4th. The Jurifdiaion of the Adawlut of Patna, confifting of, 
ift. The Circar of Shahabad. 
ad. — — Bchar. 

3d. — — Rotas. 

5th. The Jurifdiaion of the Adawlut of Lowya, confifting of, 
ift. The Circar of Sarun, including Huflipore, 
ad« — Chaniparun, including Betteah. 

6th. The Jurifdiaion of the Adawlut of Derbungah, confifting of, 
ift. The Circar of Tirhoot. 
ad. — — Hajyporc. - 

3d. That Part of Purnea lying to the Weftward of the Coofah River, 

4t]t. That Part of the Boglepore Diftria fituated to the Northward of the Ganges. 

7th. The Jurifdiaion of the Adawlut of Tawjeporc, confifting of, 
ift. The Diftria of Hevellcy, Penjorah, or Dinagcporc. 

ad. The Diftfia of Purnea, excepting that Part of it to the Weftward of the 
Coofah. 

3d. The Diftria of Malduar, and all that Part of the RajemalMl Diftria fituated 
to the Eartward of the Ganges. 


8th- 
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The JurtfdiAion of the AdauluC of Boglepore, 
ift. That Part of the Diftridts of Rajemahal to' 
the We Award of the Ganges. 

2d. That Part of the Boglepore OiAriA to the 
Southward of the Ganges. 

3d. The DiArifl of Mingheer, lying all to the 
Southward of the Ganges. 

4th. Pergunnahs of Sultanabad and Amaar. 


conliAing of. 

Being the prefent 
tent of the Colledlior- 
1 Ihip, excepting fuch 
Parts thereof as lie to 
the Northward and Ea A. 
ward of the Ganges. 


9th. The JurifdiAion of the Adawlut of Rungpore, confiAing of, 
lA. The DiArifl of Rungpore, including Beharbund. 

2d. ~ — Rungamatty: 

3d. — — • Goragaut, and Bojouhow or Bozuhah. 

4th. — > >— Serooporc, and Patcladah, and Beeturbund. 


loth. The JurifdiAion of the Adawlut of Nattore, confiAing of, 
FirAly, the Divifion of Silberries, viz. 

I A. The Purgunna of Silberries Proper. 


2d. — — 

Barbuckpore 

3d. — — 

Chewgong 

4th. — — 

Chowra 

5th. — — 

Behar, &c. 

6th. — — 

Deyteah, &c. 

7th. — — 

Atteah. 

8th; — — 

Burbazoo. 

9th. — — 

Cogmary. 

loch. The Purgunna 

of Sakeny. 



Secondly, Of all thofe Parts of the Zellah or Divifion of Moorlbedabad that are fituated 
to the Northward of the Padda, or EaAern Branch of the Ganges } the Principal of 
which are, 

11th. The DiAriA of Bettereah, including alfo that fmall Poi'tion of it which is Atu* 
ated to the Southward of the Puddah. 

12th. The Purgunna of Pookerea. 

13 th. — — Rokumpore. 

14th. — . — LuAterporc. 

15th. •— Chundley. 

1 6 th. — — Jehanguirepore. 

17 th. — — Colligong. 

1 8th. — — Tahirpore. 

19th. — . — Mcflideh. 

20th. — — Kattendab. 

2 1 A. ~ — Futtejungpore. 

2 2d. ~ •— Maunkour. 

23d. — •— Coflimpore. 

24th. — — Kherbali, together with fuch other unfpecified Parts of this 

Divifion as lie to the Northward of the River, except the Annexations made to the 

Jurifdiftion of the Rungpore j for which vide that Article. 

iith. The Jurifdidlion of the Adawlut of Azmery Gunge, to include all Sylhet, and that 
Portion of the Dacca Province fituated to the Northward of the Burhampootcr, and the 
Jutas. 

lath. The Jurifdidion of the Adawlut of the Town of Dacca, confiAing of that Portion 
of the Dacca Province bounded on the North by the Riwirs Teetas and the Burhanio 
poorer, to the EaA by Tepperah and Chettagong, to the WcA by the River Migna, as 
far as Chundpore, and thence to the North-weA by the Gaily Gonga and the Ganges or 
Puddah, to Boofna on the WcA, and the DiAriAs that form the EaAern Boundary of 
the Jurifdi6lion of the Adawlut of Nattore. 

13th. The JurifdiAion of Buckergunje, confiAing of that Portion of the Dacca Province 
lying to the SouthwcA of the Ganges or Puddah and the Gaily Gunga, and to the WeA 
of the Megna from Chundpore to the Sea, having as its WeAern Cimits the EaAern 
Frontier of the DiArifts of Boofna and jeflbre, down to the Mouth of the River of 
Roymungle, including alfo all the lAands belonging to and fituat^ on the CoaA of the 
Dacca Province, except the Purgunna of Sundeep and its Dependencies. 

14th. The JurifduAion of the Adawlut of IQamabad, confiAing of, 

lA. The DiAriA of Chittagong. 

ad. — Tepperah. 

3d. Purgunna of Sundeep, and its Dependencies, 


13th. The 
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l5tl>. The Jurifdiftion of the Adawlut of Moorlvi conliftine of< 
ift. TheDiftri£tofBoofna. ^ 

id. — — Shaoojcal. 

gd. ~ Jcflbrc. 

4th. Purgutina of Mahomed Shahy, 
gth. — — Sycdpore, 

l6lh. The Jurifdifiion of the Adawlut of Calcutta, confiding of, 
ift. The Purgunna of Kifnagur, 

id. The Chuckla of Houghly, including that of Hidgcllce, and the Diftrifts of 
the 24 Purgunnas, and Mahomud Armccn-pow. * 

17th, The JOrifdiftion of the Adawlut of Burdwan, confiding of that Chuckla or Piir« 
gunna, including the Diftrift of Saiufceka, and Tannah of Cutwah. 

1 8th. The Juril'diftion of the Adawlut of Moorlhcdabad, confiding of, 
id. The Purgunna of Becrbhoom. 

2d. The Purgunna of Rajefhaw, exclufivc of Amaaf and Sultanabad, annexed to' 
Boglepore, and Surfoopore and Pattladah, and Beerturbund, annexed to the Ju- 
rifdiftion of RungporCi 
3d. The Purgunna of Futtefing* 

4th. Such remaining Portion of the Divifion or Zcelah of Moorlhcdabad (except- 
ing Boofna, the Tannah of Cutwah and Shaoojcal) as is fuuaccd to the South- 
ward of the Pudda or Ganges^ 


That fuch of the above Courts as arc fituated in large Towns, in populous and opulent Coun- 
tries, and in the interior Parts of the Provinces, be continued on the prefent Footing, under the Charge 
of Covenanted Servants of the Company (who arc hereafter to be ftilcd Judges indcad of Superinten- 
dants) with a Jurifdiftion didinft from that of the Perfons who remain in temporary Charge of the 
Colledions. Under this Defeription arc included the Courts of Midnapore, Rogonautporc, Patna, 
Lowya, Durbanga, Tajepore, Nattore, Dacca^ Azmeery-Gunje, Buckergunje, Moorly, Calcutta, 
Burdwan, and Moorlhcdabad. 

4th, That the Countries over which it is propofed to extend the jurifdiftion of the remaining 
Courts of Chettra, Boglepore, Idamabad, and Rungporc, being in general fituated on the tronticri 
of the Province, and lb poor and thinly peopled, that any additional Courts or Jurifdiftions, in- 
dead of affording Relief, might be produftive of Vexation to the Inhabitants; the Dewanny Courts 
in each of thefe Didrids be therefore held by the fame Gentlemen who have the temporary Chygc 
of the Revenue, until a more complete Jurildidion can be edablifliecl ; but that they lhall conlider 
the Duty of their Courts as entirely didind from that of their Collcftorlliips, as in tlicfc they (hall 
be lubjcd to the Orders and the Controul of the Committee of Revenue, whild in refpea: to the for- 
mer, they (hall be wholly independent of that Board, and fubjeft only to the Orders of die Judge of 
the Sudder Dcwaiftiy Adawlut, and of the Governor General and Council : 1 hat they lhall tranlmit 
Copies of all their judicial Proceedings, as Judges, to the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, to 
whrch an Appeal (hall, in like Manner with the other Molfufil Adawluts, he from their Decifions : And 
that they lhall take the Oath which has been preferibed by the lad Article of the Regulations of 
the 28th March 1780 •, and aft in every Refped in Conformity to the Rules laid down for the other 
Judges I between whofc judicial Situation and theirs, no other Difference is intended to cxid, except 
that their Courts will not require an Edablidimcnt equal to thofe that are leparatc from the Col- 

«h. That the Seat of the Adawlut which has Jurifdiftion over the Diftrifls of Purnea, 
Dinagepore, &C. be remPved from the former of thefe Places to Tawjepore, as a more central 
Situation within its general Jurifdidion, and therefore more convenient tor thole 
fubjed to it ; A Co^dcration which has, further, been a chief Inducement to the Board «« 
the (cveral new Courts of Nattore, Durbanga,- and others, to complete the Plan, 0 as hat there 

may remain no Place at fo great a Dittance from a Coo« of Judicature, as o p i r | 

tanis from an eaiy Accefs to Juftice. But the Court at Patna is to remain until itlh^all be found on 
future Experience more expedient to transfer the Scat of its Jurildiaion to lomc more central 

6t*h!°That as the Eftablilhmcnt of Foujedars and Tannadars, which was for the Prefer- 

vation of the Peace and to affift in the die and effeaual Exercife of the Jur.fd.a.on of the criminal 
errihrougbo^^^^^^^^^^^ ha, by Experience ^u. id not to produce the ^ 

intended by the Inftitution, it be therefore annulled, and that the Na Natiirc of^ whofc 

to recall all thefe Officers, the Phoufdar of Houghly only excepted i the different Nature ot whole 

Office requiring it Ihould be continued, at Icaft for the . j Di,|rias, 

7th l\at tL more cfFeaually to promote the Introduaion of good Order in the levcrai ‘^ts, 

.h/ odp of h.r«mfmw.nl, A 5 .«la.s be, or 

j.d.i L T.no.d.,^indq«ode„,l, “f 71; 

on which they have been apprehended. 

Sst.. Com. Rev. VI. 
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8ih. That as Cafes may happen in which, by efjpecial Pernf^Qn of tlw GoTCmg» General and 
Council, certain Zemindars may be inverted with foch Part of 'Ibe JurifdifUon now exerciftd by the 
Foujeclars and their Officers, in the fcveral Diftrids, as ^b<y htfret^ore enjoyed under the ancient 
Mogul (iovernment, it be in all fuch Cales a Rule, that tf>c Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut and 
the Zemindar fhall both, jointly and ieparately, poflefs a concurrent- Junfdidiofl foi'the Apprehenfion 
of all Decoits, Robbers, Thieves, or other Dirturbers of the Peace, and for fending them to take 
ibeir Trial, accompanied whh a written Charge, to the Darogab of the next Foujedarry 
Cuuir. 

yth. 'Mint the Authority to be verted in the' Judge and Zesundar, as fperifiedin the Two laft 
Articles, iliall in no wile exclude the Darogalisof the Foujedarry Courtafrotn the Exercife of their 
Official A iithoriiy, in the Apprehenfion and Trial- of all Peribns- fubjcA to their' Jurifdi^ion ; their 
Pioccediiigs in rcipciJt to all which, they continue, as formerly, to report to the Nazim, as their 

immediate Superior. 

loth. That in all Cafes wherever there (hall exirt a coocorrent Jurifdidlion between the Judges 
and the Zemindars, as clelcribed in the 8th Article, they be required nnitually to aflift and acl in 
Co( cert wit!) each other whenever it may be neceflary t befides .which, they are alfo jointly or fepa- 
ratcly to afford limilar Aid to the Darogah of any Foujedarry Court within their relpeffivc Limits, 
upon his Retjuifition to that Effctrt, either for the Purpofe of apprehending any Perlbn or Perfona 
liable to be tried by their Court, or of executing any of its Sentences regularW pafrttd. 

1 tih. That the better to enable the Government not only to oblcrvc the Effefts of the Authority 
thus to be intrufted with the Judges of the Civil Courts, and Zemindars of the Pirtrifts, but alfo 
to watch over the general Adminiftration of Criminal Juffice throughout the Provinces, there be 
ertablilhcd, under the immediate Controul and Direditm of the Governor General, a (eparate Depart- 
ment at the f’rcfidency, to receive the Reports and Returns of rhe Proceedings of all the Foujedwry 
Courts } which rttalj regularly continue to be tranfmitted to him in the Manner fpccifkd in the Two 
next Articles. 

1 2th. That each Juilge, and every Zemindar pofllifllng the Jurifdi^kion fpecified in the yth and 
8th Articles, do regularly tranfmit to the Governor General, on the ift of every Bengal Month, an 
authenticated Report of all Perfons apprehended and fent for Trial by them refpeAively, during the 
Courfe of the preceding Month t accompanied with atteflied Copies of the Charges laid againrt them, 
and fpecifying to what Adawlut each Party committed has been icvcrally conveyed. 

13th. That the Nabob be requerted to give Orders, that Lifts with the Names of all Prifoners in 
atSlual Confinement by Orders of the Foujedarry Courts, be monthly tranfmitted to the Governor 
General, with feparatc Lifts of all Perfons committed in the Courfe of the Month, certifying by what 
Authority each of them was apprehended 1 and fimilar Lifts of aH Prifeners difebarged within the 
fame Period, together with Copies of the Fetwabs or Sentences, and Hotrttums or Orders, of the 
Nazim, paffed and iflued in the Courfe of the fame Month. 

14th. That a Covenanted Servant be appointed, under the Dirediwsof the Governor General, with 
the I'itle of “ Remembrancer of the Criminal Courts i” who (hall have Charge of all the ifEbremen* 
tioned Returns and Papers, and (hall keep them duly arranged according to their proper Places and 
Dates, and (hall make and keep TranQations of the fame, with Abftrafls drawn up^ (b as to afford a 
ready Reference and Comparative View between the fevcral Reports to be received from the Nazim, the 
Judges, and Zemindars rcfpeiftively, in fuch Manner as to prove an cficAual Check on all the Perfons 
employed in the Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice, asweU as for fuch other Purpofea as the Expe- 
rience of his Office may fuggclL 

15th. Tliat the Remembrancer be allowed the following Salary : 


Remembrancer (including Salary, Houfe Rent, and all Cootin* 


gencies) per Month 

— — — S*R‘ 

1,000 

His Afliftant — 


100 

I Moolavie •— 

M*. -t •««» 

100 

1 Moonlhy or Copyift 

— — i « 

JO 


Total per Month R* 

IV 

r.ajo 
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Subfijiarjr Regulations for the Dcwannce Courts. 

j. ptH AT the Rules, Orders, and Regulations before cftablilhed, fo far as they arc not altered 
1 or abrogated by the following Rules Orders, and Regulations, be the Standing Rules. Orders, 
and Rcculations,. as well for the Adawluts heretofore eftabliihed, as for the new Adawluts 

j. That within One Month after the Receipt of thefe Orders, in the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut 
and in tlw feveral Dewannee Adawluts, a Table ot Fees to be allowed to the Officers and Clerks 
of fuch Courts U framed and made by the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, and of 
fuch Dewanaee Adawluts where no Table of Fees has been yet cltablifhcd ; and that within the 
fame Time, as well tte new created Adawluts as the Adawluts formerly eftabliffied, and the 
Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, do tranfiuit to the Governor General and Council, the Table of Fees 
rclpeitivcly euabiiihed in ujch Courts, that the Governor General and Council may controul alter 
or approve the fame j and that after fuch Table (hall be fo altered or approved, the fcveral Clerks 
and Officers may demand and receive fuch Fees refpeftively as (hall be allowed thereby 

3. That a Copy of the allowed Tabic of Fees, within One Week after the fame (liall be received 
by the fcveral Courts, be affixed io fome confpicuous Place in the Rooms where the rcfpe^live 
Coum are held j and that fuch Copy be written in a legible Hand, in the Englilh, Perfian, 
and wngal Languages. That no Clerk or Officer, or any Perfon concerned in the Adminiftration 
of Juftice in the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, or in any Dewannee Adawlut, do demand or accent 
any Fee or Fees other than the Fee or Fees authorized by fuch Table ; or any other Sum or Sums 
of Money, Reward or Gratuity, on any Pretence whatfoevet, on Pain of Difmiffion from his 
Office, , and the Forfeiture of Treble the Sum of the Value of any Reward or Gratuity accepted or 
received } the fame being duly proved, in a Suit initituted for that Purpofe in the Court of Sudder 
Dewannee Adawlut t which Suit the faid Court of Sudder Dewannee Adawlut is hereby authorized 
to receive, hear, and determine. 

4. That the Judge of every Court of Dewannee Adawlut do keep a faithful Account of the 
Fee paid m Depofit at the Commencement of each Caufej and likewife of all Fees received by the 
refpeftivc Officers of each; Court j and do tranfmit to the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawluts 
at the Expiration of every Three Months (the Firft Three Months to be calculated from the Date 
of this Order) a true and authentic Copy of fuch Account, together with the Monies arifing from 
the Fees received as aforefaid in Depofit. 

5. That the rcfpeftivc Judges of the Dewannee Adawluts heretofore eftablilhed do, within 
One Month after the Receipt of thefe Orders, tranfmit to the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee 
Adawlut, a true Account of the Fees received in Depofit in their re(^£tive Courts, by themfelvcs 
or their Predecedbrs, from the firft Inftitucion of fuch Courts, whether fuch Fees in Depofit were 
paid at the Commencement of Caules, or in conl'cquence of Appeals, together with the Money arifing 
from fuch Fees. 

6. That henceforward no Court of Dewannee Adawlut (hall exaft or receive any Fee in Depofit, 
in confequcnce of any Appeal j but (hall receive every Appeal without fuch Fee, and tranfmit the 
fame to the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, in purCuance of the Rules of the Court, in like Manner as if 
fuch Fee bad been paid. 

7. That at the Cummencement of any Suit in the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, or in any Dewannee 
Adawlut, if it (hall be proved, to the Satisfadiyn of the Judge of the Court in which ihc Suit Hull 
Ik commenced, by the Oath of the Plaintiff, and of Two credible WitncITes that they believe 
iuch Oath to be trye, that the Appellant or Plaintiff is, after all his juft Debts paid, not worth 
more than the Sqm of One hundred Sicca Rupees, exclufive of the Value of the Depofit by the 
former Rules, Orders, and Regulations required to be made } it (hall be competent for the Judge 
of the Court in which the Suit (hall be inftituted, in lieu thereof to accept cither a Malvtamnie to 
the Amount of fuch Depofits, or an Hazirzammine, to be refpeftively entered into by the, Appel- 
lant or Plaintiffi, and Two good and fufficient Securities, according to the DillTcciun of fueb 
Judge. 

8* That where a Malzamine (hall have been given, the Judge (hall, if the Suit be deter- 
mined againft the Appellant or Plaintiff, raufe the fame to be paid ■, and if the Fee recovered, and 
where a Hazirzi^mmine (hall have been given, and the Plaintiff or Appellant (hall have failed in 
his Suit, the Judge, if he (hall deem the Suit frivolous or vexatious, and the Plaintiff or Appellant 
(hall not pay the Depofit Jtey, (hall, and is hereby authorized to commit fuch Appellant or Plaintiff 
to the Common Jail, for any Space of Time not exceeding Three Months j and if the faid Twq 
Secuiities (hall not prodlice fuch Plaintiff or Appellant, fo that he may be proceeded againft as 
aforefaid, if fuch Securities (hall not caufc fuch Depofit Fee to be paid, tfiy Court (hall, and is 
hereby authorized to commit fuch .Securities to the Common Jail, for any Space of Time not exceeding 
Three Months. 

9* That in all Cafes where the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut (hall tranfmit any Order or Procefs, (qi 

3 


Rfvfmif D«« 

jurimcnt, Coiii 
Kiltiiion, 

April lySl, 
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be fervcd or executed by the Judge of any Dewannee Adawlut, if the Party on whom the fame i’ 
to be fervcd or executed Ihall have abfeonded, or is not, after diligent Search, to be found, the Judec 
to whom the fame is dircfted (hall caufe a Writing, iri^ the Pbrfianf and Emgal ^nguages, to be 
(luck up in fome confpicuous Part of the Room in whiefi the A^awlut (hall be held 5 which Ivritimr 
(hall contain a Copy of the Order or Procefs, and a Notice, that if the Party (hall not obey the 
Exigence thereof within the Time limited thereby, the Court of Sudder Dewannee Adawliu wiii 
without further Notice, Procefs, or Order, proceed ex parte to hear, try, ahd determine the Caufe in 
which fuch Procels or Order had iffued. . . 

10. That every Procefs, Rule, Order, or Decree, (hall be immediately ferved or executed, with- 

out Application to, or the Interference of, any Perfon what ever, according to the Requifition 
thereof', provided that in every Cafe where any Zemindar, Talookdar, or Chowdry (hall be Defen- 
danr, it (nail not be competent to the Judge of the Dewannee Adawlut to ilTue any compulfatory 
Procefs againft him, to compel him to appear or anfwcr, until a Summons (haU Have been firil 
iflTued, requiring him to appear and anfwcr, cither in Perfon or by his Vackecl : And if furh 
Summons (hall have been iiTued and duly fervcd, and fuch Zemindar, or Chowdry fliall 

not obey the fame 5 or if fuch Summons ihall have iiTued, and (bch Zemindar, Talookdar, or 
Chowdry, (hall abfeond to avoid the Service thereof, or (hall not, after diligent Enquiry, be found, 
it (liall be competent to the Judge of the Dewannee Adawlut, oh the Return of fuch Summons, and 
Proof of fuch FaAs by Oath made before him, to ilTuc againd fuch Zemindar, Talookdar, or 
Chowdry, the like Order or compulfatory Procefs as may and is ufed to iiTue againft a Defendant 
not being a Zemindar, Talookdar, or Chowdry. ' 

I r. That if any Zemindar, Talookdar, or Chowdry (hall redd or caufe to be reGlIcd any Procefs, 
Order, Rule, or Decree, which (hall at any Time ilTuc from the Court of Sudder Dcvrannee Ad|»lut| 
or any Court of Dewannee Adawlut, on any Proof thereof being made by Oath to thesatis! 
fadlion of the Judge of that Court from which fuch Procc(s, Order, Rule, or Decree (hall have 
iiTued, fuch Court may and (halt call on fuch Zemindar to anfwer to fuch Charge j and if fuch Zemin- 
dar, Talookdar, or Chowdry, (hall refufc or neglerd to make Anfwer to the ^e, or K^srfter Anfwer 
given, and the hearing of fuch Evidences as he may produce, it (ball be proved to the Satisfaftion of 
the Court that he is guilty of fuch Charge, the Court (hall award 'and decree that fuch Zemindar, 
Talookdar, or Chowdry, do, from the Time of the Decree then made, forfeit his Zemindarry, Ta- 
lookdarry, or other Lands refpeftively, and every Right and Title which he or his Heirs may have 
in or to the fame •, and if any fuch Decree be made in any Court of Dewannee Adawlut, it fliall be 
lawful for fuch Zemindar, Talookdar, or Chowdry, to appeal to the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut; 
and if the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut (hall confirm fuch Decree, or (hall make any original Decree 
againft any Zemindar, Talookdar, or Chowdry, on Account of any Rbdftance made or caul'cd to 
be made to any Procefs, Rule, Order, or Decree of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, the Judge of 
the Sudder Desr^nnee Adawlut (hall, within One Month, tranfmit to the Governor General and 
Council fuch Decree, with all the Proceedings relative thereto: And in calc any Zemindar, Talookdar, 
or Chowdry, againfi whom fuch Decree (hall be made in any Court of Dewannee Adawlut, fliall 
not appeal againft the fame within the Time limited for Appeals, then the Court which (hall have 
made fuch Decree (hall, within One Month after the Expiration of fuch limited Time, tranfmit to 
the Governor General and Council the faid Decree, with all the Proceedings belonging thereto : Pro- 
vided always, that fuch Zemindar, Talookdar, or Chowdry, (hall not be oiifted or expelled fiom 
the Poflc'flion of fuch Zemindarry, Talookdairy, or other Land,- except by or in virtue of an Order 
from the Governor General and Council, and condrming fuch Decree, and ordering and direding 
the Manner in which the fame (hall be carried into Exccutidn, and to whom the PolTeflion of fuch 
Zemindarry, Talookdarry, or other Lands (hall be delivered and that it be competent to the Go- 
vernor General and Council either to order fuch Decree to be executed, or to change or commute 
fuch Forfeiture for any Sum of Money which the Governor General and Council (hall deem 
adequate to the Offence for which a Decree had been given. 

11. That in cafe of any Procefs, Rule, Order, or Decree being tranfmitted to any Judge of any 
Dewannee Adawlut, from the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, to be lerved or executed, the Return to 
the fame being made, cither by an Indorfemcnt on fuch Procefs, Rule, Order, or Decree, or be 
written on a Paper or Papers firmly annexed to the fame, .and that in fuch Cafe there be an Indorfc- 
nent oa fuch Procefs, Rule, Order, or Decree, referring the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adaw- 
lut to the Return contained in fuch annexed Paper or Papers j and that the Judge of the Dewannee 
Adawlut do caufe a Copy of fuch Procefs, Rule, Order, or Decree, together with the Return 
made thereto, to be made out and depofued among the Records of the Dewannee Adawlut, 

13. That if any Caufe of Adion (hall have arifen, or (hall arife, or any Defendant againft whom 
any Suit (hall be commenced fn any Dewannee Adawlut, (hall rcfidc in or near the Confines of the lo- 
cal Jurifdidion of any Courts of Dewannee Adawlut, and the Suit (hall be commenced in any Court 
of Dewannee Adawlut whofe Confines are contiguous to the Coofi^'’<Q£wtbe Court to which fuch 
Suit might more properly belong, the Court in which the Suit (hall be commenced (hall pro- 
ceed in the fame, and hear, try, and determine, pafs Judgment, and exeewe fuch Judgment, in the 
fame Manner as if the Caufe of Adion of fuch Suit, or the Defendant in fuch Suit had redded in 
the indifputed local Jurifdidion of fuch Court ; and the Officers of fuch Court (hall execute every 
Rule, Pioccfs, Order, or Decree concerning fuch Suit, without any Let or Hindrance from any other 
Cl)urt of Dewannee Adawlut claiming to hold Jurifdidion in the Place where fuch Caufe of 

Aflion 
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Action hath arifcnor (hall arife, or in which Inch Defendant (hall rcfide •, and it fhall not be competent 
to any other Court of Dewannee Adawiuc to entertain any Suit for the lame Caule of Aft ion *, and 
on Proof being made, in any Court of Dewannee Adawlut in which a fccond Suit lhall be com- 
menced on fuch Aftion, that a prior Suit hath been inftituied in luch other Court of Dewannee 
Adawlut, the Court in which t!ie fecond Suit fliall have been brought, fiiall dilmils the lame with 
Colts, to be paivl by the Parties there luing. 

14. That the Court of Dewannee Adavvlut of Calcutta do not, on any Pretence whatfoever, receive 
or entertain any Suit whatfoever, brought on account of, relating to, or in any wile concerning any, 
Land, Houles, Tenements, or Hereditaments, or of any Difputes of Boundaries of Lands, ivne/ 
ments, or Hereditaments, fituaie, lying, and being within the Town of Calcutta, as delcribed by a late 
Rule, Ordinance, and Regulation, made by the Governor General and Council, and approved and 
ccnlentcd to by the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, on or about the 
Day ot under the Authority of a certain Aft of Parliament, 

paM in the Thirteenth Year of His prefent Majelly, intituled, “An Aft for eltablilliing certain 

Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Half India Company, as well in India 
“ as in Europe-,’* nor any Suit whatfoever where the Defendant of luch Suit iLall be an Inhabitant 
of fuch I'own fo defci ibed at the Time when fuch Suit lliall be commenced. 

1^. That the whole Charge and Expence of the Dewannee Adawlut he defrayed through the 
Sudder Ji)cwannec Adawlut, under the Sanftion and Authority ol the Judge of the Court j who is 
hereby authorized monthly to draw for and receive from the Khalfa I'reafury, the Amount to be 
dilburfed on this Account. That to affill the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut in the addi- 
tional Trouble which will devolve upon him, as well in receiving as in accounting for the fcveral 
De^tofit F ees before mentioned, as the Receipts and Di(biirfcmcnts of the Charges and Expcnces of 
the Eftablilhmtnt of the Dewannee \dawlut, he be authorized to appoint a Perlbn to aft under his 
Dircftion as Accountant ^nd Treafurer to the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, and the fcvcral Courts of 
Dewannee Adawlut, with a Salary of 1000 Rupees per Month, to be affiftcd with One Writer with a 
Salary of lOO Rupees per Month, and One Sircar with a Salary of 30 Rupees per Monti). 

16. That the Accounts of the Receipts and Difburfements of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, and 
of the Dewannee Adawluts, be every Month tranfmiitcd, figncd by fuch 7 ’reafurcr and Accountant, 
and ccunterfigiied by the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, to the Governor General and 
Council in their Revenue Department, to be from thence forwarded by them to the proper Officers. 

That the Accountant and Ticafurerdo caufe accurate Accounts to be made of all Sums of Money, 
as well received from the Sudder Dewannee Adawluts as in the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, on ac- 
count of Dcpofic Fees ; and do, after the Fxpiracion of every Six Months (the Firll Six Months to be 
calculated from the Date of thefe Orders) tranfmit a true Copy of the fame, figned by the 'rreafurer 
and Accountant, ‘and coLinterligned by the laid Judge, to the Governor Cieneral and Council; and 
that he caufe the faid Sums to be kept in Chefts provided for that Purpofe, with Two Locks one 
Key of which lhall be kept by fuch Judge, and the other Key by the I'rcafurcr and Accountant ; and 
that all inch Monies ffall be and remain at the Ditpofal of the Governor General and Council ; and 
that the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, and the 'Freafurer and Accountant, fhall obey all 
fuch Orders lefpefting the Tayment and Dilpofal of fuch Monies as they Iball from 'I’ime to Time 
receive, fi'oidmd to them under tlie Hands of the Ciovcrnor General and Council ; anti luch Criders of 
the Govtnior fkncral and Council fhall be a fufficient Arquitt.il and Dilcharge to luch Judge and 
Treafurer and Accountant, for all Sums paid by virtue ot luch Order, 

17. That the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut do punftually report at the Expiration of 
every Six Months (die Fiifl Six Months to be calculated from the Date of thde Orders) to the 
(mvernor General and Council, from what Judges of Dewannee Adawluts he fliall have received, as 
well the Accouius of the Sums of Money required to be tranfmitted from them to the Sudder Dew- 
annec Adawlut, as ihc fevcral Accounts on Records, Proceedings, and Papers, which have hcicroturc 
teen required to be tranlmitted by any former Order or Orders ; and it he fltall not receive the l.imc, 
then he fliall report from whom he hath not received the fame; and if he fliall only reccivt. I art ot the 
lame, then he ffall report what Part he hath received and what Part he hath not received, togedu.i 
with the Names of the Defaulters in fuch Behalf. 

18. That to enable the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut to draw on the Kliaifa 1 miiury 
for the Charge and Expence of the leveiMl Dewannee Adawluts, the Secretary of the Revenue Drpait- 
ment do immediately make out and tranfmic to the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Ail.iwlur, an ac- 
curate Account of the Eftablifliment of the Sudder Dewannee Adawiuc, and of the leveral Dewannee 


Adawluts. , , o j j 

19. U'hat a true and faithful Copy of thefe Orders be tranfmitted to tne Judge ot tlic Sudder 

Dewannee Adawlut, and to the Judges of the fevcral Dewannee Adawluts relpeftivcly ; and that the 
lame be openly publifl^ed in luch Coutts. And that the ift, zd, 3d, 6ih, 7th, 81 i, ^r 1, k*i 1, i im, 
14th, and^th of thefe Orders be tranOated by the I'r.mnarors of the levcTal I ouris rclj.caivdy 
into the Bengal and Perfiw Languages, and be affixed, for the Space of One Moiuli at kail, in to.i>e 
tonfpicuous Part of the Room in which luch Courts fhall be rclpctlive v k . 

20. That the Judge of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut be ra]Uflkd to revife tlie Rules Orders 
and Regulations of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, and of the leveral Dewannee Adawlut-, from 
their firlt Inftitution, to rtrike out fuch Rules, Orders, and Regulauoir- as ..re rcpugn,t.)t “’> "j' •' 
gated by, fubfequent Rules, Orders, and Regulations-, and to compile it uefrom an umlorin .,yl < .n of 
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Rules, Orders, and Regulations » and to add fucb new Rules, Ortters, and Regulations, as to him 
fball Icetn conducive to the due Adminiilration of Juftice j and that he do report the fame to the 
Governor General and Council, when the fame fltail be completed, foT'dicir Controul, Alteration, or 
Approval. 
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Extrafi from Mr. Ilailings’s Letter to Major Scott, dated 15th May 1781. 

■O EVENUE We have abolilhed all the Provincial Councils, and have given the general Ad- 

miniftration of the Revenues to a Committee, confiiliag of Four Perfons. The prefent Members 
are McITrs. Anderfon, Shore, Chartres, and Crofees : They have no fixed Salaries, and are fworn to 
receive no Perquifites t in lieu of both they are to draw a Commiliion of One per Cent, on the 
monthly Amount of their real Collecftioos, and that CommilTion is doubled on fuch Sums as are paid 
immediately into the Treafury in Calcutta. By this Plan we hope to bring the whole Adminiftration 
of the Revenues to Calcutta, without any intermedface Charge or Agency, and to effedl a Savii% of 
Lacks to the Company, and to the Zemindars and Ryots. I hope alfo to make a large Increafe of 
the Colledions, and to add to that Increafe in the next Year. I'he Increafe made this Year will be 
about Twenty -feven Lacks, and the Savings Twelve, in all Thirty-nine Lacks. I have left Chiefs 
for a Time as Collectors ■, the others have been allowed to retain their Salaries till they get other Em- 
ployments I and with the Addition of new Courts of Juftice, and other Means, 1 have fortunately 
provided for many of them. Read the Plan and Minute introducing it : It will not diferedic me, but 
the Event will put thofe to lhame who condemn it. ' 

Courts of Juftice— I have faid that 1 have eftablilhed other Courts, that the Diftribution of Juftice 
may be equal. The Judges are all fworn : They have a Fouzdarry JurifdiCVion added to their for- 
mer Powers, that is, the Power of apprehending Robbers, and other capital Offenders againft the 
Public Peace. This Duty was before vefted in Fouzdars, who were appointed by Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, fubjed and accountable to him only, and mainuined at the Expence of Fire Lacks a Year, 
betides what they drew by opprelTive Exadions from the poor Ryots, of which there had been great 
Complaints. Tw Judges are young Men, as well chofen as they could be » they are under the In- 
ftruCtion and Controul of the Chief Juftice, and therefore lefs liable to Error, if they aCled with no 
other Check than that of the Board, which has too many Occupations to give the requifite Attention 
to them V and being under his Protedlion, they will not be diicouraged from the Difcharge of their 
Duty, by the Apprehenfion or Threats of Profecution in the Supreme Court. 
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Extrad of a Letter of Inftrudions from the Governor General and Counail to the Provincial 

Council } dated the 9th Day of March 1775. 

Par. 4. "yOUR Salaries having been provifionally fettled until the Pleafure of the Court of Di- 
^ redors Ihould be known, we confider them as ftanding in lieu of all Emoluments 
whatfoever, except the Advantaw of Houfe Rent, where the Honourable Company have Houfes 
that can, without Detriment to their Service, be fpared for the Ufc of the Chief. 
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Copy 4 Lotwr from the Chief ahd CotincH of t)8cct to the Governor GenerAl and Council, con- 
cerning Salaries i dated ijd March 1775. 

To the Honourable Warren Ballings, Efquire, Piefldent and Governor General, and to the other 
Members of the Council of Kevenoci Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

A S it is our Wilh and Intention to conform ftri£Hy to the Orders of our Superiors in the Ad- 
ininiftration, and we have at the fame Time a full Senfc of the Penalties which are annexed 
to a Deviation from the Preferiptions of the late Aft of Parliament •, we think it incumbent on us to 
remonllrate, which we mean to do with the utmoll Deference, againft the InfuHiciency of our prefent 
Salaries ; which, you arc pleafed to fay in your Letter of the 9th Inllant, lhall be in lieu of all Emo- 
luments, Solicitous to dilcbarge our Duty with Honour and Fidelity to our Employers, we ihould 
be happy to enjoy fuch Means of Subfillence and moderate Advantage as might place us above the 
Temptations which mull occur to Men veiled with the general Superintendency of Juflice and Re- 
venue in an extenfive Province. The great Expence at which Europeans obtain the Conveniencies 
of Life in this Country, mull be too well known to you all. Gentlemen, to require minute Deferip- 
rim This Expence is enhanced in many Articles by our DiAance from Calcutta, on account of 
the encreafed Charge and Rifk of Tranfportation •, and by the Stations we have the Honour to hold 
under the Government, which, as they place us amidft the Agents of Foreign Nations, and at the 
Head of our pwn Society, oblige us to Keep upthofe Appearances which the common Prafticc of 
Mankind ha» in a Manner rendered neceflary. We beg Leave to mention, that when the Provincial 
Councils were firft eftablilhed, a monthly Salary of 3,000 R* was afligned to the Chief, in confide- 
ration of his telinquifliing the Advantages of Trade. We are now equally deprived of this and all 
other Means of Advantage, even fuch as will be enjoyed by every Clafs of People but the Englilh. 
Under thefe Circumftances we appeal to univerfal Experience, but more than all to your own Know- 
ledge and Candour, to determine, whether, with the Salaries now allotted us, it is polTible for us to 
referve any Thing for the Profpefts every Man indulges who expoles himfclf to the Dangers of a 
pernicious Climate, or even to live for the prefent in an cafy and refpcftablc Manner, We flatter 
ourfelves, Gentlemen, you will not be difpleafed at the Freedom of this Remonllrancr, which appears 
to us equally due to our own Charafters and your Expeftations. ^ 

We beg Leave to fubfcribe ourfelves, with the gteatell Refpeft, ' . 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, r 

Dacca, Your moll obedient 

March 23d 1775. humble Servants, 

(Signed) C. W. Boughton Roufc, 

C. Purling, 

W. M. Thackeray, 

J. Shakefpear, 

Will" Hollond. 


Extraftof a Letter from the Honourable Governor General antj Council to the Dacca CounciL 

dated, Fort William, the 31ft March 1775. 

We have already made a Reprefentation to the Court of Direftors on the Subjeft of your Allow- 
ances, but think ourfelves not authorized to make any Addition to them without their Orders : WU 

will not fail however to enforce the Subjeft upon every proper Occafion. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings, 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monfon, 

Rich'* Barwell, 

P. Francis. 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Council of the Dacca Province to the Governor General and 

Council i dated ill September 1777. 

To the Honourable%arren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the other Members of the 

Council of Revenue. 

Honourable Sir* and Gentlemen, ^ » • • <1^ 

Three Years arc now elapfed flnee the Rellriftions of the Aft of Parliament have teen m Force, 
and your Servants in the Revenue Line have been deprived of every Advantage but their Salaries. 

2 
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In March 1775 wc ingeniiouny dated to your Honourable Board, the peculiar Circumftanccs 
which laid us under the mortifying Neceflity of living at an Expence beyond our Allowances, in 
Stations where wc might rcafonably have hoped to benefit our Fortunes. Your Anfwer indulged us 
with the Affurance that you would particularly recommend our Cafe to the Honourable Court of 
• Direftors, and wc have now waited above Two Years ^ in patient Expedition of a favourable Dc- 

cifion upon our Remonftrance. As we underftand that various other Claffes in the Service have re. 
ceived an increafe of Salary in confequcncc of their Reprefentations, your Provincial Council once 
more prefume to fubmit their Cafe to your Confidcration, at the fame Time not meaning to lay any 
Claim to your Favour, unlcfs it may be grounded upon a fair and candid Review of the Duties dif. 
charged, and Services rendered to the Company in the' public Adminiftration of the Province 
which has been committed to our Charge. 

We have the Honour to fubferibe ourfclvcs, with great Refped, 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Dacca, Your moft obedient, 

September ift, 1777. and humble Servants, 

(Signed) C. W. B. Roufe, 

John Hogarth, 

John Shakefpear, 

. W“Hollond. 
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ORDERS of the Court of Direftors, concejjning Regulations adopted by the Governor General 


Kcip 

and Council of Bengal, from 3i(lraanuary 1776 to 23d December 1778: And 


EXTRACTS of Letters from Bengal, concerning Settlement of the Lands, concluded from 

3d January 1778 to 29th November 1780. 


Extra<fl of the 



’s General Inftruflions to the Governor General and Council, dated the 
29th March 1774* 


Par. 26.\7'0U will obferve, that by the beforementioned Ad you are required to correfpond with 
^ the Court of Diredors, from Time to Time, and conftantly and diligently to tranfmit 
to them exad Particulars of all Advices or Intelligence, and of all Tranfadions and Matters, that 
lhall come to your Knowledge, relating to the Government, Commerce, Revenues, or Intcreft of 
the Company and that the Court of Diredors arc required, within Fourteen Days after the 
Receipt of any fuch Letters or Advices, to deliver in to the Lords of the Treafury a Copy of 
fuch Parts of the faid Letters or Advices as lhall any way relate to the Management of the 
Company’s Revenues > and in like Manner to deliver in to one of His Majefty’s principal Secre- 
taries of State a Copy of all fuchTarts of the faid Letters and Advices as lhall any way relate to 
their Civil and Military Affai^, ffira Government : In order^herffpre to enable us to comply with 
the Diredions of the faid Ad,' we hereby order and dired, tliat you tranfmit to us, by every Ship, 
an exad Copy, and a Duplicate by the next Conveyance, of all fuch Parts of your Letters and Ad- 
vices as are by this Law direded to be delivered to the Lords of the T rcalury, and to His Ma- 
jedy’s Secretary of State, refpedively ; and that every Copy and Duplicate be authenticated under the 
Hands of the Governor General and Council. 

37, In tranlading the Bufinefs of your Department, it is our Order that you enter, with the 
utmoU Perfpicuity and Exadnefs, upon Conlultations or Minutes of Council, all your Proceedings 
whatfoever, and all Diflents, if fuch Ihould at any Time be made by any Member of the Board ; 
together with all Letters received and fent in the Courfc of your Correfpondence ; and that broken 
Sets of all fuch Proceedings, to the lateft Period polTible, be tranfmitted to us by every Ship, a 
complete Set at the End of every Year, and a Duplicate by the next Conveyance. * 


Extrad of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 3ifl: JanuAry 1776. 

Par. 21. Your Advices refpeding Banyans bolding of Lands, and Chiefs of Councils interfering 
in Farms, have alarmed us exceedingly ; and although we are not prepared by this Difpatch to 

give 



APPENDIX, N'lf. 

„ ve our Sentiments fully on the Syftem of letting the Lands, we cannot pafs this Subjeft over 

iinnotice^^^^ are forty to obferve, that many ufeful Regulations, eftibliflicd by the Council of Rc* 

*uc and Committee of Circuit in 1772, have been totally dilregarded) — The following Abftrafts 
'^f"lcir Proceedings, compared with fubfequent Tranfaftions, verify this Obfervation, and con- 
^ that thofc Regulations have been grofsly evaded, and to an enormous Extent. 

By Article of thofe Regulations, Banyans, and other Servants of the Colleftor, 

f whatever Denomination, are totally precluded from holding any Concern, direflly or indirectly, 

• nv Farm •, and if any Perfon, under a falfe Name, or iy any Kind of Ctllufion, evades this Regula- 
^ he is to be fubjcCl to an heavy Fine, and to forfeit his Farm i and if the Collector connive 
“®%reach thereof, he ftands ipfo folio difmiffed from his ColleCtorlhip : And no European is per- 
mitted directly or indireftly, to rent Lands in any Part of the Country. 

’ jhc Obfervations of the Committee of Revenue on this Regulation are. That if Collectors, 
anv Perfons who partake of their Authority, arc permitted to be the Farmers of the Country, 
other perfons will dare to be their Competitors } that of courfc they wilh obtain the Farms 
their own Terms : That it is not fitting for the Servants of the Company to become Dealers 
■fh their Matters : That CollcCkors are Checks on the Farmers, but if they themfclves turn 
Farmers no Checks can be found for them } that the Company will not have any Security for 
,h*-ir Property, nor the Ryotsibe able to obtain Relief againft OpprelTions. 

25. In » 773 > **** Collectors of Revenue were recalled, and the Office was executed by a Chief 

*it was thought dangerous to permit the Banyan of a Collector to be concerned in 
Farml we mutt conclude, that the fame or ftronger Objeftions will always lie againft the 
Governor’s Banyan being thus concerned j and we direft that you enforce the faid 17th Re- 

Bv.lhe nth Article of the faid Regulations, It is ftipulatcd, that the Farmer’s Payments 
Governrniiifcall be afeertained and cftablilhcd, and no Demand made upon him, over and 
Ibovc the Sutnexpreffed in the Rent Roll delivered him^with his Leafe. 

8 The Reafoning of the Committee on this Article^pears very excellent •, but to our Concern 
we find fo little Regard paid thereto, that 1,25,500 *cs i»r Annum have been dernanded, and 
miwards of 08,000 Rupees received, upon Two inconTderable Farms, independent ol the Agree- 
ment made with the Company, and claimed by our Servants as a Perquifitc of Office, or Emolu- 

‘”^"1 °matev!r may bc our final Determination on thefc Proceedings, it is our pofitive Command, 
tha?no Perfon in oitr Service do prefume to a(k, accept, or receive, direaiy or indireftly, any Gift, 
G^tSv Reward, or Benefit, from any Farmer of our Lands or Revenues, or orwccount of any 
Farm contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the faid nth Article above megfeftcd. 

ao’ It is alfo our exprefs Direaion that Pottahs be regularly prepared and ^eliv^ ro the RyoK t 
and that the Farmer do not receive more from the Ryot than the ftipulatcd Amount 6f his Pottrt, 

Yo“w!i' id Article be ftriai, obfetied i and that no Farmer gerrainrd 

"pt'aifc?h«re LTte M eatoVNK"e(r,<'rfS”de''p“E fram S RoirV^vent' Cwfufion or 

K\b.re““FeS;.“ho mTw 

“ bXHaXnn'd* mod oeceftrily rend to dlRreC 

34. As Monopolies m the utmoft Endeavours to prevent undue Influence from 

the Country. It IS our Order that that you give 

Tpraf Fo^mS:? .0 ail Merch.o» »’m., wirh Proprirr, be allowed .0 carry on a rree 

our Orders and Inttruftions thereon by the carlieft Opportunity. 

Extraa of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 24th December 1776. 

Par. 40. Before wc lttcru^n the ^TSs TthJ ^ 

Direflions to be given with , A..ention of the feveral Members of our Council, 

teftify our fingular Approbation of the Care j pj^ns jj }ijvc given us great Inforroa- 

in traVmittinl to uV“'^Tf^Su^ExSa^" ” 'iS 

tion j and wc are only to fignify our expectation mai y ^ 
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nifh us with authentic and digeftcd Materials for regulating our Judgment on this gieat Department 

of your Prefidcncy, - . . , . , r ^ 

41. Having confidered the different Circumftances of lettmg y6ur Lands on Lealcs for Lives, or 
in Perpetuity, we do not for many weighty Reafons think it at prefent advifable to adopt either ot 
thefe Modes s but in the mean while wc dir^ that the Lands be let for the fuccecding Year on ti e 
mod advantageous Terms, and that none be in future let by public Auftion. 

42. But in every Difpofal of the LandSi it is our drift Injunftion that a Preference be given, and 
every Indulgence (hewn, to the Natives refident on the Spot, and that no European* nor the Banyan 
of any European, be permitted to hold any Share therein ; from which Injunftion wc however ex. 
cept the Jungletcrry or Carry Jury Lands, where the fuperior Knowledge of our own People may 
be of great Service, by clearing fuch Parts as lie unc^ivated, and where fucji Mifchicfa are not 
likely to be produced as are too generally found to attend the Mcafore of letting Lands to Euro- 

^ 43.' We direft that Demands be made on the refpeftive Ijuidholdcrs for all outftanding Balances 
or Arrears of Kcntn and that every juft and proper Step be taken to realize fuch Sums as may Ihnd 
an apparent Value on our Books t but if it fhall appear, from fuch Circumftanca as require Lenity, 
that thefe Balances cannot be collefted, the Whole or Part thereof may be remitted * for which we 
mult depend on the Judgment and Difcrelion of our GoTcrnor General and Council, whofc local 
Knowledge will beft enable them to decide with Accuracy and Precilion. 

44. We approve of your letting the Province of Dinagcporc to the Rajah for Life, as an Experi. 
ment. the Iffue of which will in feme Mcafure enable us to judge of the Propriety of adopting a ge- 
neral Syftem on fimilar Principles * but you will not proceed further in letting other Diftrifts or 
Lands on the like Terms till our further Orders. 


Extraft of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated the 5th February^yyy. 

Par. 8. Wc apprehend that a fudden Tnujfiiion from one Mode to another, in the Inveftigation 
and Colleftion of our Revenues in 8engal„|pay have alarmed the fehabitants, particularly the native 
Zemindars and Landholders, leflened theif*Confidence in our Stability, and bem attended with other 
Evils i yet, as it is acknowledged on all Hands to have produced the good Effeft of afeertaihing, 
with a fufficient Degree of Precifion, what Revenue may be collefted from the Country without Op- 
prelTion, wc fhall avail ourfelvcs of this Information, and are well pleafed to find it in our Power 
to yield proper Relief to the Natives, without involving the Company in the lesll Inconvenience. 

9. From the Inequality of natural Advantages pofieBed by the Natives in the fcvcral Diftrifts, 
from Calamities experienced in a different Degree by Lofs of inhabitants in the late Famine, and from 
a Variety of othet local Caufes, wc fear it will be difficult, if not impoflibic, to lay down any Plan 
which (hall be fdttnd applicable in all Cafes, and equally beneficial to every Part of the Country •, much 
muft necc(rarily’'be left to your Prudence, as your Conduft on many Occafions will be influenced 
by temporary Circumftances : Wc (hall therefore only point out fuch Regulations as, from the Mate- 
r^ls before us, appear proper to be adopted in difpoGng of the Lands of Bengal. 

10. Without entering minutely into the Reports made by the Chiefs of Provincial Councils, wc 
arc happy to find, by Eftimates founded upon and fupported by Accounts of aftual Receipts and 
Difburfemcnts, with other Documents of decifive Authority, that we need not entertain the leall: 
Apprchenfion of a Difappoiniment in any reafbnable Expeftation formed bj^ us refpefting the Reve- 
nues of Bengal, and of their Sufficiency under proper Management, linleA in Times of Public Cala- 
mity, to fupport our Government, to provide the moft ample Inveftmcnts, and to afford confiderablc 
Affiftance to our other Settlements. * 

11. The Diftance of mam^iftrifts from Calcutta, will render it neceffary for Zemindars or 
Farmers to treat with ProvinciaTCbuncils, or other Agcma of the Company, on the Spot ; but it is 
our Ordci*, that nO' Agreement for Lands or Revenues, wherein the ftipulatcd Amount (liall exceed 
90,000 Rupees, be finmly concluded, until reported to and authorized by the Governor General and 
Council. 

12. Having revoked our Orders to let the Lands to the higheft Bidders, and fignifiedour Plea- 
fure to have them occupied by hereditary Zemindars, where it can be done with Security to the Re- 
venue •, and being defirous that they fhould enjoy their Zemindarries on Terms fufficiently moderate 
to enable therti to maintain a Degree of Refpeft amongft their Dependants, wc direft, that you keep 
this Idea in View in every Agreement to be made wiihih.; laid Zemindars, we cannot however em- 
power you to make a general Reduftion or Abatement of any (pecific Sum upon the whole Jumma, 
but rather wifli you to be guided in fuch Reduftions, where they arc abfolutely neceflary, by an En- 
quiry into the Amount of Mhatutes, Abqabs, or additional Taxes or Colleftions of any Kind, impoled 
upon the Dillrift fince the Company’s A^ffion to the Dewanny, and to abolilh the Whole, or fuch 
Part thereof as lhall fully appear to be an OpprelFion upon the Country. ^ 

13. We think that the Sale of Part of the Zemindarries is not always kn advifable Mcafure to 
realize any Balance incurred by Zemindars s for as the l.ot to be fold muft bear a Proportion to tlw 
Amount of fuch Balance (it being unjuft to fell more than neceffary) the Proprietor of a fmall Trad 
jiuy be lubjcftcd to Difficulties from the Exercife of the Zemindar’s remaining Authority in his 01^ 
Diftrift ; VVe are therefore of Opinion, that no Zemindarty, except of moderate Extent, ought to be 

1 difmembered 
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difmcmbcrcd if it can poffibly be avoidcfl k.„ »i, . • i • . 

ftand charged with the Balance incurred t and that* tf X°*." ^ far more eligi!)Ic for the Whole to 
anti Intcreft Ihould be totally fufpended and a Deom?,!? ^ '’^ceffary, the Zemindar’s Authority 
Debts to Government are fully pidd aVfausfiS fo manage his Affairs till all his 

to him or bis Heirs. ® ‘ausfied, . when the Zemindarry Ihould be rcltorcd entire 

prefented more indigent than thofc^nelrMth^S^^ the diftant Provinces, are rc- 

fuch Rdief as fljalli requifite in thcrp;;!;:uUraLm"rn"^^^^ > 

or ■« L»J> «n Uafe. fo, Live, 

prefs the Zemindars and Renters with ^full ConfiH^nr ‘ * k earned Defirc to im- 

Llarly ro conrioco to, "klNSo" ! So S'Vt' '“I r^rr-linB* > ""d p.r- 

Undcr-tenantt and Cultivator,, thev (hall moft certainlv .v Kiodiicls to their 

l«t a contrary Co»ioa can o’vWXa to, “d that nothing 

Lands have been let at a reafonablc Rent and 7rn.iL s ^ dircft, that whenever 

to yourSatisfaftion, nofuch Perfon be difpoireircd of Lands w " ^ ! Engagement 

without the moft fubftantial Reafons for f^h Advance- and e^n dT Ecnr, 

LLr».hr£Vo?itu"7,?ric^t<;j^^ S' 

father Or*r, that a ptoper Form fa Pottah. b/ ‘l^/rrntK.aht '^3 

kgal or binding on the Parties, unlcls made out exaftly in the Form prelcribed. 

d , H Dams, Banks, and Bridges, commonly called Poolbundy, cannot be fafclv 

entrufted to the Care of Zemindars or Farmers, you are to make an Eftimate of the Expence that 
may be incuired on fuch Smvicc, and to fix a Jumma accordingly ; but when fixed you arc not to 
make any adihtional AlTclTment, or fuffer any to be impofedVor any feparate CoMcS to be 
made on that Accoqnt, on any Pretence whatever. c-uucciion to dc 

18. We «, that you endeavour to reform all Abufes in Grants of Charity Lands » and it is 
®''’‘ 9 ^’^®'’’ * Grant whatever (hall exempt fuch Lands from making good the Jum- 
ma, >f foe Zemindar (hall at any Time fall in Arrear to Government. ^ 

IS,. If you are fully convinc^ that the Eftablilhment of Provincial Councils has not anfwercd. 
nor IS capable of anfwermg ^e 1 urpofes intended by fuch Inftitutions , we hereby direft you 

Conlidwatfor'"^ ^ Colleftioo of the Revenues, and to tranfmit the fame w us for our 

Ak^®r* u? 9 ®"“^" '■'“''■ed your Proceedings refncain? 

^ak^wlth the^Comprn^^ *" the Lands, and Collufions praililed in forming Contrafts for 

31'. We flatter ourfelves, your Inveftigations have rendered it unneceffary for us to enter 
minutel^y into all Particulars brought to our View, as you feem determined to ftrike at the Root of 
every Evil difeoveredj and we obfcrvc with the greateft SaiisfaAion, that your laborious Refearcbes 
have in general been attended with the defircd Succefs. Your Conduft in this invidious Under- 
taking appears to us highly meritorious} and you (hall not fail w experience our firmeft Support 
in your laudable Endeavours to effcifl » thorough Reformation of all Abufet, more cfpccially of 
thole which, from their Nature and Confcqucnces, mull have operated to the Diftrefs of the 
puntry, and to the. great Damage of the Company} of which we might ftill have remained unin- 
formed, if Attention to your Duty bad not prompted you to commence and profccute Enquiries into 
fuch unwarrantable Tranlaiftions. 

32. Although it is rather our Wilh to prevent Evils in future, than to enter into a Icverc Retro- 
ipeaion of the paft ; and, where Fa£ls arc doubtful, or attended with alleviating Circumftances, 
to proceed with Lenity rather than to profccute with Rigour ; yet fomc Cafes arc fo flagrantly 
corrupt, and others attended with Circumftances fo oppreffive to the Inhabitants, tliat it would be 
unjuft to fufl'er the Delinquents to go unpuniihed. The principal Faifls have been communicated to 
our Solicitor ; whofe Report, confirmed by our Standing Counfel, wo fend you by the prefent Con- 
veyance, authorizing you, at the fame Time, to take fonb Steps as lhall appear proper to b« 

„J)urfued. ^ 

33. If we find it nccelTary, we lhall return you the original Covenants of fuch of our Servants 
as remain in India, and<have been any ways concerned in the undue Receipt of Money, in order to 
enable you to recover the fame for the Ufe of the Company, by a Suitor Suits at Law, to be infti- 
tuted in the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal. 


Extraft 
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Extr«a of the! Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated the 4 tl> Jol;, « • 

Par. 36. In our Letter of the jth of F<?bruary 1777$ we expfelftd dur Apprehcnfibns, that a 
fudden Tranfuion from one Mode to another, in the Inveftigation and Collcftion of our Revenues, 
might have alarmed the Inhabitants, leflcned their Confidence in oor Proceedings, and been attend- 
ed with other Evils •, yet, as we were led to hope that fuch Information had been obtained as would 
enible us to afeertain, with a fufficient Degree of PrecHiort, what Revenues might be Oolleacd from 
the Country without opprefTing the Natives, we felt fome SatisfadiOn in confldering thofe Evils as 
at an End, and proceeded to givefoch Iilftroftions as appijpred to us neceffary for your Guidance 

in a future Settlement of the Lands. l « 

37. In this State of the Bvifincfs, our SurpriXe and Concerft were grekr, oh findiirg, by our Cover, 
nor General’s Minute of ift November 1776, that after more than Seven Yeiars Inveftigation, Infer- 
mation is ftill fo incomplete, as to render another Innovation, ftill more extraordinary than any of the 
former, abfolutcly necelTary in order to the Formation of a new Settlement. 

38. In 1769, Supervifors were appointed profeffcdly to inveftigatrf the Subje® : In 1770, con- 

trouHng Councils of Revenue were inftituted : In 1771, the Office of Naib Dewan Was abolilhed. 
Natives were difearded, and a Committee of Circuit formed, who, wc were told, prccifcly and dif- 
tinaiy afeettained what was neceffary to be known : And now, in 177^, Two Junior Servants, with 
the Affiftance of a few Natives, are employed to colleft and digeft Materials Which have already 
undergone the Colleftion, Infpeaion, and ReviBon, of fo many of our Servants of all DenOmina- 
tions. We by no Means difapprovc the Attempt to obtain further Information if it be neceffary, but 
are forry that the Conduft of the Majority of the Council on the Occafion has been fuch as muft 
have our utter Difapprobation. ^ ^ , 

39 We fhould have hoped, that when you knew our Sentiments refpeaing the Conduft of our 
late Adminiftration, in delegating feparate Powers to their Prcfidcnt, it would have been fufficient 
to prevent us further Trouble on fuch Occafions; but, to our Concern, we find, that no fooner was 
our Council reduced, by the Death of Colonel Monfon, to a Number which rendered the Prefident’s 
calling Vote of Confcqucncc to him, than he exercifed it to inveft himfelf with an impremer Degree 
of Power in the Bufinefs of the Revenue, which he could never have expeaed from other Autho- 

”^40. The Governor General ftates, in Anfwer to General Clavering’s Objeaions, « that there is a 
clear and (olid Diftinaion between the Powers of preparing and thofe of ordering, governing, and 
managing the Revenues j and adds, that the Council have conferred upon him no Authority which 
he did not before legally and conftitutionally poffefs.” Without entering into the Governor General’s 
legal Diftinaions, declare the Powers affumed by him, with the Confent of Mr. Barwoll, fuch aswc 
neither approve, nor can permit to be exercifed by any Perfon whatever: We therefore direa, that 
no feparate Controul be henceforth exercifed by the Governor Gcrterkl, nor any Orders iffucd from 
any Public Office, or otherwife, in the Name of the Governor General only, except Military Orders 

in the Garrifon of Fort William. ,i.jl jLiz-a- e t> 

41 And wc further direa, that no Member of the Board be debarred the Infpcaion of any Pa- 
pers Accounts, or Materials, which may have been colleaed, in the firft Inftance, nor precluded 
from’ the Exercifc of that Controul which is invefted in him by Law, on any Account or Pretence 
whatever# 

4.2. The Reafons given by the Governor General, why the Bufinefs could not be entirely left to 
the Provincial Councils ♦, namely, beca«fe it required Uniformity in Defign, and Authority in 
Execution,” are totally ina<^tnj|flible. It was certainly in your Power to render the Proceedings of 
the Provincial Councils unifoni%^ 'and perfeaiy fafe to truft them with any Degree of Authority, 
which could with Pl^priety be delegated to their Juniors 4 n the Service, or to any Officer of this 

Temporary Eftablilhmcnt. ... „ , r . 

43. And as to arranging the Materials when tranfmitted to Fort William, if the Experience ot 
the Officers of the Khalfa has not rendered them capable of executing a Work of this Nature more 
fpeedily, and to greater Advantage, than Two Strangers, be their Abilities what they may, wc mult 

declare them unfit for their Ejpnploymcnts. . 

44 The Roy Royan was the regular Channel of fuch Communications as require the Intcrpoation 
of a Native, and not Gunga Govind Sing, whofc Difmiffion from the Calcutta Committee had ren- 
dered him an improper Perfon to tranfmit Affairs of fuch Moment to the Company. 

45. The Superintendant of the Khalfa Records, and Perfun Tranfiator, arc unworthy tlicir Offices 
if unable to direft the Arrangement of Papers fo immediately connefted therewith and as we conlider 
the Preparation of Materials upon whid^* general Rent Roll of the Provinces muft be formed, as ‘n- 
terfering mod effcntially with the Ord<»^nd Management of the Revenues, we muft be of Opiwon, .. 
that the Members of our Council couW not legally relinquilh their Power of immediate InlpcCtion 
and Soperintcndance of thofe Materials in the firft Inftance, nor delegate a feparate Power of f^utore 
Controul in the Degree and to the Extent now vefted in the Perfon of the Governor General ; t^ 
caufe, though there might be no Rcafon to cxpe< 5 l unfair Proceedings in the prefcnt.Cafe, it 
folutcly neceffary to guard againft the Poffibility of enabling tlie Governor General to fupprcls ot 
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f Accounts which might be deemed neceffary Inftruments of Information by other 
Members of the Council. ^ 

464 In ^gard to the Idea of deputing Natives on occafional inveftigations, we are really aftonifhed 
at Inch a rroj^finom If a Cornmittw of Circuit and Council of Revenue, compofed of the moft 
intelligent and refpcaable Charafters in our Service, and armed with all the Power of the Prcfidency, 
have failed to obtain neceffary Information^ from whence are thofe Natives to pro- 

cure It . if Collufions have been pradlifed by Members of Adniiniftration when deputed into 
the Diltnas, wnat Keafon have we to cxpeA that the Conduft of Native Deputies, who cannot be 
ignorant of former Tranfaftions, will be found more unexceptionable than that of their Supe- 
riors.^ It will certainly be allowed that they are liable to great Temptations, becaufe their Report 
muft determine, in Ibrnc Degree at lealt^ the Amount of Revenue to be taken from thofe Diftrifts 
which arc to be the Subjefts of their Inveftigation, ' 

47. The Minutes ol General Clavering and Mr. Francis leave us little to add on this difagrcc- 
able Subjeft : Their Reafons againft delegating a feparatc Power of Concroul to the Governor, arc 
folid and judicious, and we arc happy in declaring that their Conduft on the OccaQon meets with 
our Approbation. 


Extras of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778. 

Par. 130. In our Letter of the 24th of December 1776, you were acquainted, that for many 
weighty Reafons we did not then think it advifablc to authorize you to let the Lands of the 
Provinces on Lcafes for Lives, or in Perpetuity. The fame Reafons ftill operate. We therefore 
direft, that you re-let the Lands from Year to Year, on the moft advantageous Terms procurable, 
except by public Auftion, until you (hall be duly authorized and empowered by the Court of Di- 
reftors to adopt another Syftcm ; and we further dired, that you alfo continue to make the Letter 
and Spirit of our Orders of the 5th of February 1777, Proceedings on this im- 

portant Subjeft. 

13 1, From a View of your Conduft towards the Ranny of Burdwan, and the Ranny of Radfhahy 
and her adopted Son Rajah Ramkiflen, and from your interefting Debates concerning thofe Perfuns, 
we have already been induced, in the gad Paragraph of our Letter of the 4th of March, to exprefs 
our Difapprobation of every Mode of vexatious Interference in the private Concerns of the Zemin- 
dars, and of the Idea of difturbing them in the quiet Enjoyment of their PoITcflrions. And as the Ran- 
nies above-mentioned appear to have fuffered an unufual Degree of Inconvenience and Diftrefs, fince 
by the Death of Colonel Monfon the Governor General and Mr. Barwell became a Majority of 
the Board, we now direift, as the moft eligible Mode of doing Juftice to all Partks, that fo foon as 
conveniently may be after the Number of our Council (hall be complete, and confift of Five Mem- 
bers, the whole of the Proceedings of our Council relative to the Ranny of Burdwan and to the 
Ranny of Radftiahy, be taken into your moft ferious Ccnfidcration, and that, to the utmoll of 
your Power, the moft impartial Juftice be rendered to the Zemindars abovementioned. And if it 
lhall appear to Three Members of the Board, that the Requifitions and Injunftions of the Governor 
General and Mr. Barwell, rcfpec^fing the Ranny of Burdwan, were improper, and the Re-cftabli(h- 
nicnt of Bridjoo Kiflbre Roy, who had been removed by the late Majority, and the placing a Mili- 
tary Force upon the Rajah’s Houfe, were Afts of OpprelTion •, or that the Difpofition of the Ranny 
of Radihahy and her adopted Son, and the Diftindtion in her Disfavour rePpefting ouiftanding Balances, 
were unwarrantable Proceedings, we direft that you make fuch Reparation and Satisfaclion to thofe 
Zemindars as their refpeflive Cafes fliall require. But if, ofi the contrasy, you lhall, at a full Board, 
be of Opinion, and rcfolvc, that the Proceedings of the Governor Gritctal and Mr. Barwell, concern- 
ing the Ranny of Radftiahy and the Ranny of Burdwan, were founded in Juftice, then we hereby 
dircdl that you ratify the faid Proceedings, and forthwith inform the Panics concerned, that you 
have our Orders to fignify to them our Confirmation thereof. 


Extraft of a General Letter, in the Revenue Department, from Bengali dated iStliOdlobcr 1774. 

The Settlement for the prefent Year 1181, is not fufEciently adjufted to enable us to tranfmit it 
to you by this Opportunity. The Jumma may exhibit an Increafe of Revenue, when compared 
with the Two la(t Years i but we cannot flatter you with the Hope, that there will be an Increafe 
i.n the aftual Colleflions. 'All Parts of the Country, we believe, arc rated at their full Value, fup- 
poGng the Scafon favourable; and in confcqucncc of unfay|wablc Scafons, feme of the Farmers are 
continually failing; as every confiderable Want or Rain, or other Accident (as we ob- 

^‘“'ferved in our Letter of the 31ft December laft) renders Iwil^lions ncceflary. Small Lofles may be 
borne by the Farmers thcmfclvcs, but heavy ones muft fall upon the Government ; An Attempt in 
ihe latter Cafe to force them to a full Compliance with their Engagements, would often occafion a 
greater Dimhiution of the Revenue, than a reafonablc Indulgence. A Man of Property will lubmit 
to a imall Lofs, rather than expofe himfelf to the Difgracc of Imprifonment, &c. ; but when he finds 
that Difgracc is unavoidable, he will think it Folly to part with his Mo,njpy, he will plead Poverty, 
feercte his Effeas, and truft himfelf to the Govcrnmcni’s Mercy, and every Tuch Inftance is produc. 
Su.CoM. Rep. VI. T " ' 
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tive of furthei- Mifchicf, by deterring Men of Property from venturing on t))C farming Bufincfs. The 
Whole of ihcfe Provinces having been farmed out to Perfons who voluntarily offered Propofals, it may 
appear furprifing that they Ihould have been fo much deceived in, the Value of the Lands they en- 
caeed for. The general Caufe to which we ittriburt this Deceptioh, is the large Amount of the 
Revenue the Year fucceeding the Famine i which Amount waS realieed, partly by an Affcffment on the 
prefent Ryots, to make up for the Lofs by Death or Defcrtiort, in Conformity to an old Cuftom of the 
Country, as particularly explained in our Letter of the jd of November 1772 j a^ partly by the 
high J’ricc of Gram, which tendered the Pfodufce of a fmall Quantity of Land f!i that Year, as 
valuable as that of i large Quantity irt the fubfeqUent ones. In fomc Parts of the Country the Ryots 
pay Rent to the Farmers, agreeably to a certain PrOpOftioni of tlielr Produce ; in others, at a fixed 
Rate per Begat In the former, the I.ofs to the Farmer is immediate and evident •, in the latter, it is 
indired but he is in the End a .Sufferer i his Demands from the Ryots remain unaltered, but his 
aftual Colleaions are diminifhed by their being difablcd from compleating their Payments. Wc do 
not mean to affcrt.that every Farmer who has failed, has done fo by Reafon of his Rems having been 
fixed too high ; there are doubtlefs fomc whofe ill Soccefs has been occafloned by their own Mifmanagc- 
ment; butW are fully laiisficd that the high Terms of the Propofals which were offered at the Five 
Ycais’ Settlement, lias, as above explained, been the general Cauic of the many Alterations which 
wc have fince been obliged to make, and which have been fully recorded on our Proceedings. 


ExtraA of the Proceedings of the Governor General tnd Couftcil, in their Revenue Department, 

of the nth of March 1775. 

The Governor moves. That the feparate Opinions of the Members of the Council be taken, and 
fent to England with the laft Difpatches of this Scafon, concerning the Mode which each lhall judge 
it moft expedient to adopt for the new Settlement of the Provinces after the Expiration of the pre- 
fent I eafes, that the Honourable Court of Diredors may be furnifhed in due Time with complete 
Materials to enable them to tranl'mit their dccifivc Orders upon this important Subjeft. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


Extraft of the Secret Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal to the Court of 

Directors, dated the 23d July 1776. 

Par 4 We beg Leave to apprize you, that the Settlements made in 177a will expire in April next ; 
and wc moft carneftly wifh that you may be enabled, from the Lights that you have received from the 
Ute Council and this, refpeding the moft advantageous Mode of colleaing the Revenue, both for the 
Company and the People, to give us your pofitive Orders for our Guidance on this Subjedl, or at 
Icaft to point out to us the general Principles on which you intend a future Settlement Ihould be 
formed. 


Extraft of General Letter from Bengal, dated the 3d January 1778. 

Par. 2. The Governor General having propofed, that fuch Zemindars and Farmers who Ihould 
pay their Rents regularly during the C(|Wfe of the Current Year, Ihould be allowed to continue in 
Pofleflion of their Lands on the fame Terms for the enfuing Year, we have refolved on the Meafuie •, 
and have thought it advifablc fo Mblilh the time throughout the Provinces, as wc hope it will be an 
Inducement to the prefent Renters to be punftual in their Payments. 

Par. 3. For our Debates on this Subjeft we beg Leave to refer you to our Proceedings. 


Extraft of General Letter from Bengal, dated the 23d April 1778. 

Par. 14. Wc have thought it advifable to fend circular Orders to the Provincial Councils and Col- 
leftors, to exaft with Rigour the Payments due for the preceding Year 1184, and not admit any Pleas 
whatever for Remiflions, or Excufes for Deficiencies in the Revenue ; and wc have direded them to 
continue their Receipts on Account of the Year 1184 to the laft Day of By faak 1185, or ipih May, 
when they will finally dole their Accounts of the Colledions for that Year, and carry all future Re- 
ceipts to the Credit of the current Year 11^5. . 

15. Wc have direded the general Accounts for the Year 1184 to be forwarded to us on the itt 
Jyte, or nth May, with an accurate Explanation of the Balances, which we hope will be very® 

trifling. _ . , 11 f,- 

16. The Provincial Councils have been further direded to caufe Publication to be made at all me 
Cutcherrics in their Divifions, that fuch Zemindars as lhall have paid up their Revenue for the Year 
1 1 84, without Deficiencies, on the laft Day of Byfaak 1 1 8p, lhall hold their Lands on the fame Tctm* 
for the fuccceding Year but that Portions of fuch Zemindars as lhall be in Balance at that Pf 

9 *' 
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will be fold to make good the Revenue, or the Zemindarry given in Farm to any one who will acre* 
10 dilebarge the Balance of the Year 1184, with the fame Jumma of Rent for 1185. ® 

fextraft of General Letter from Bengal, dated ayth May 1778. 

12. In the ad Paragraph of our Letter by the Ceres, and in the i6th Paragraph of that by the 
Rcfolotion, we advilcd you of the Plan we propofed to adopt for the Settlement of the Revenues of 
Bengal for the prefent Year 1185. • ' 

,3. In Conformity thereto we have iflued Orders to the feveral Provincial Councils and Col- 
leftors, finally to conclude the Settlement ^ the current Year i j 85, with all fuch Zemindars as on 
the 30th Byfaak, or loih May, Ihall have paid up their Revenue without Balance. 

14. That they renew the Leales of foch Farmers as flrall have been pundual in their Payments for 
the Year 1184, or to whom they Ihould not have fome rcafonable Objeftion ; and the Farms of fuch 
Farmers as Ihall be in Balance, or to whom the Provincial Councils may have rcafonable Objedion, we 
have direded them to offer to the Zemindars at the Jumma or Rent of laft Year j but in cafe of the 
Zemindars Refulal, the Lands arc to be let out to farm in the fame Manner as they were in the pre- 
ceding Year i of thefe however there will be but few. 

15. That they tranfmit to us a Lift of fuch Zemindars as Ihall not, on the 30th Byfaak have com- 
pleated their Payments for the Year 1184, with an accurate Explanation of the Caufes aiTigncd by the 
Zemindars for being in Balance, with the Opinion of the Provincial Council upon the Degree of 
Weight which Ihould be allowed to their Reprefentations ) but that no Settlement Ihould be made with 
any Zethindars in Arrears without our Orders. 


Extrad of the General Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bcng.d, in their Revenue 
Department, to the Court of Diredors dated the 19th Auguft 1778. 

Par. 4. Agreeably to the Intimation given you in our Letter per Northington, of tlie Plan we 
propofed to adopt for the Settlement of the Revenues of Bengal for the prefent Year 1 185, the Bundw 
buft has been formed in the feveral Diftrids with the refpedive Zemindars, on the Principles then 

refolved on. - r l 

5. We have not yet received the Materials ncceflary for enabling us to form an Account or the 

prcfcnt Settlement i but by a future Conveyance we Ihall have it in our Power to furnilh you 
with a general Statement of the Settlement of Bengal, with the Rcafons for Abatements, where 
fucb have been admitted, in your Revenues for the prefent Year, , , • 

6. It may however be neceffary in this Place to obferve to you, that the Rajah of Nuddea having 
obftinately refufed to hold his Lands upon the Jumma of laft Year, urging, among other Pleas, the 
Inability of the Diftrid to pay the eftablifhed Rents, we direded the Calcutta Committee to let his 
Zemindarry immediately to Farm ; and to obferve the fame Rule with every other Zemindar who 

Ihould refufe to agree to the laft Year’s Jumma. . . . , , • . . j • 

7. Publication was accordingly made to this Effcd ^ but the Rajah in the Interim having acceded 
to the Terms of the Settlement of his Zemindarry, we conlented, in Confidcraiion of the Latenefs of 
the Seafon, and the Hazard to which the Revenue would be expofed by adopting any other Mode 
of Settlement at this Time, to revoke our Orders, and to permit the Rajah to fign his Caboo car, 
notwithftanding the little Pretenfions which, from his late dilatory and cvafive Condud, he had to 

8 We have judged it neceffary to iffuc Orders to the Provincial Councils, not to demand or ac- 
cept of any Malzamln or Security from the Zemindars with whom the Settlement of the current Year 
is made, even though the Zemindars thcmfelvcs (hould folicit it and if m any Settlement already 
concluded. Security fhall have been accepted for the Performance of the Zemindars Engagements, 
in fuch Calc the Security is to be releafcd from his Engagements, and a Declaration made, that in 
all Cafes the Zemindars Lands fhall be Security, and the only Security, for the Payment of their fti- 

^“9.' And‘'«* Cafes may arife. in which the Refufal of the Zemindars to accept of the Charge of the 
cldions of their ref^ive Zemindarries on the Terms of laft Year, fhall have compelkd the 
Provincial Councils to let the fame in Farm, or in fomc Inftanccs to colled the ^ ‘J* 
of Government I we have judged it neceffary to give exprefs Orders, that in every fuch Inftancc 
the Zemindar fhall not bc'^ allowed any Sum by way of Koropofh «c^ 

ma fixed for the Dues of Government (hall have been realized ^ and 

that Jumma, the Excefs, and no more, is to be applied to the Koropofh, reftriding the fame to the 
nor Gene, .U.vi»g I.U bofor. o. , from 

taining Propofals for the Settlement of that Zemindarry for the , ^ i- years we refolved 

Payment oAhe Balances which had accrued on theSettlemcntofthc 1 woprec^ 
to accent of the Terms offered by the Ranny which were, to pay to Government a net *'*:vcnuc 
of rTpSs I sloy^zoT on the /amc Monthly Kiftbundy as was executed by the Rajah 

n! Ind ilth 'refped to the Balances which had atifen on the Settlement of the Years . .83 and 
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Vide Conf. 
lith June. 


yii 4 Cnnf. 
15^ June. 


1184, amounting to Rupees 3»i6,538, the Ranny has confented to make herfelf anfwerablc for 
the Payment of them; One Half, amounting to the Sum of Rupees 1,58,269, to be paid in the 
Month of Chyte of the prefent Year, and the Refidue in the Month of Chyte 1186. 

12. We have in confequcncc iflued Orders to the Provincial Council of Burdwan, to put the 
Ranny’s Officers in Charge of the Colleftions, caufing the proper Deeds to be prepared and executed , 
which have been accordingly done. 

13. It may be neceffary to obferve, that at the Time in which the Caboolcat or Agreement \va<; 
executed by the Ranny^, the Sum of Rupees 2,95,288 was only inferted in it, as the Balance of the 
Two former Years, a Payment having been made on that Account, of Rupees 21,249, fmee the 
Conclufion of the Settlement. 

14. For our Debates on this Subjeft, and for the Rcafons which have induced us to make the 
Settlement with the Ranny of Burdwan, wc beg Leave to refer you to our Proceedings noted ia 
the Margin. 


Extra( 5 f of the General Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue 
Department, to the Court cf Direftors ; dated the 4th December 1778. 

Par. 23. For the State of the Colleflions of your Revenues of thefe Provinces for the current 
Year, wc beg Leave to refer you to the moilthly Reports of the Superintendant of the Khalfa Records, 
which will prefent to you a clear and connefted View of the Receipts, and of the Balances ouiftanding 
in the fcvcral Diftrids. From thefe you will perceive the forward State of the Colledions in every 
Divifion, except in that of Calcutta, which, for the Reafons already affigned, have fallen confidcrably 
in Arrears. Wc however flatter ourfclvcs that the Balances of this Divifion will be fliorily much rc* 
duced, and the future Collcdions equally well kept up with the Revenue of the other Dillrids. 


Extrad of a Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue De* 
partment, dated the 10th January, 1780. 


Burdwan, 


8. In the loth and fubfequent Paragraphs of our Letter of the 19th of Auguft 1778, we advifed 
you of the Two Years Settlement concluded with the Ranny for the Zemindarry of Burdwan. 

9. The Provincial Council of that Province having, at the End of 1185, or April 1779, ^c- 

fore us a Statement of the Balances incurred to that Period by the Ranny, during the Firtt Year of 
the Settlement, amounting, with the unliquidated Balances of the preceding Years u8^ and 1184, 
to Rupees 6,40,584, accompanied with a Rcprcfentacion from the Ranny, fetting forth Picas of Jna- 
bility CO difeharge the full Revenue *, we were unanimous in rclufing to allow ot any Excufc for Dcfi* 
cicncies in her Itipulatcd Rents; of which wc acquainted the Burdwan Council, direfling them to 
demand Payment accordingly, and to apprize the Ranny of our Refolution ; and confequent Direftions, 
that in Default thereof, (he fhould, at the Expiration of Twenty Days from the Period of Notice, 
be forthwith difpoflefTed of the Charge of the Zemindarry, and of her Dawree Lands; the Revenues of 
which laft to be, in fuch Cafe, applied to the Payment of her Balances. 

10. The Term limited for the Difeharge of thefe Balances having expired without any Part of 
them being liquidated, the Provincial Council accordingly difpofleflred the Ranny of the Charge of 
the Province, and of her Dawree Lands, and required from her the neceffary Papers to carry on the 
Colleftions; and the Zemindar having thereupon prefented to us a Petition of Complaint, in which 
he applied for an Examination into his Claims for Dcdudlions, and to have another Settlement made 
with him, either on the Principle adopted for the other Lands of Bengal, viz. the Medium of the 
Collcdions of the Years u8o, 1181, and 1182, or on that of the 16 Years during which the Com- 
pany bad received the Revenues of his Zemindarry, wc refolved to rejeft the Prayer of it. 

1 1. The Rajah afterwards prefented another Petition, recapitulating hisPropofals in the preceding 
one, and fetting forth the Hardihip of his Situation and Inability to pay the Revenue of J185, with 
the Two preceding Years Balances ; alleging in particular, that as to the Article of Wuzzun, conlli- 
tuting a Part of the Firft of thefe Demands, his Engagement for it had been contracted fo late in the 
Scalbn, as to preclude the Collection of it before his being difpoffeffcd of the Management; that bis 
contracting to pay Balances of 1183 and 1184 was conditional, as extending only to what he (hould 
recover from thofc Native Officers who had, during the Period in queflion, held the independant 
Management ; whereas he had been in faCl able to realize nothing from thofc Perl'ons : He thcrctore 
prayed to be acquitted of the Wuzzun of the laft, and of the Arrears of the Two former Years; and 
that his other Accounts for 1185 might be adjufted by a Scrutiny into his aClual Receipts. 

12. In confidcration of the Difficultici attending a Khas Collcdlion, and for the other Rcafons - 
conuioed in our Debates on this SubjeCt, as referr^ to in the Margin, it was thereupon moved, to 
make a Tender of the Settlement to the Zemindars, under the Conditions of immediately paying op 
the Balances of 1185, except the Amount of the lax called Wuzzun, for the Dilcharge of 
which Three Months (hould be allowed : That the Medium of the Receipts netted into the 
Treafury in 1180, 1181, and 1182, (hould be the Standard of the future Jumma of Burdwan, in 
like Manner with the other Lands of Bengal ; and that the Acceptance of thefe Conditions, and 

la their 



A P P i: N D I Xj Nmi. 


theif faitHfUl Ex^ttwi, flioutd difthar^ the Zctnihdarty from'all other Claims of Government s an<l 
the Revenue of i i8j and 1184. (houid be fet off as exculni, as fuch Deficiencies 

did not arife front the Ranny's Admtniftration. Thefe feVefal Propofltions were, with the Exception 
of the laft relative to the Ralaiiccsof 1183 and 1184, after Debate, reiblved on, and communicated 
accordingly to the Ranny, through the Provincial Council of that Divifion. 

13. The Ranny having in her Anfwcr accepted of the propofed Conditions, with the Relervation 
of the Article relative to the Arrears of 1183 and 1184, we thereupon renewed our Orders to 
fxaft Payment ofi thefe and other Balances at that Time due from her ; Firft, by Publication •, and, 
finally, by the Sale by Auction of an adequate Portion of hef Dawree Lands, allowing Twenty Days 
horn the Date of Publicatioii td the Day of Sale. 

14. The ultimate £ 0 i^ of this Ord^ was prevented By the Ranny's confenting to pay the 
Arrears (he had demurred to ; thofe of 1183 within Two Months, and of 1184 by the End of 
the current Year 1186 1 preferring, at the fame Time, a Paper of Requeils, praying, 

ift. That the Revenue of the Zemindarry might be put under^ the Khalfa, without any 
D^pendahee on the Burdwan Council : And, e 
adly. That fundry Dufters, or Offices connected with the Colleftioris, might be reftored to 
her. 

Both which Articles were, on the Grounds fpecified in the Debates referred to in the Margin, 
admitted ) and the Ranny’s Dewan acquainted, thXc in coiifequehce of her Acceptance of the Terms 
offered her, (he Ihould be put iii PoITcffion, oii the Payment of the Balances in immediate Demand 

for 1185. ill 

15. The Raniiy having fatisned this lift Rtfervafion, the Medium of the Three Years Colleftldns* 
to conftitute the current Year’s Jumma, being tlw next remaining Stage of thii Bufinefs, was coii- 
fidered aiid debated oh in the Proceedihgi niarKed in the Margin, to which we bes Leave to refer i 
obferving, that the nett Jumma ultimitely fixed for the ^mindarry of Burdwan, is Rupees 
34,12,506, exclufive^ of the Rajah’s Muftiahairah of 4,47,102, and Charges j^cmindarry 5 and 
fubjcA only to an eventual Deduftion of 82,868 Rupees, on Account of the Articles of Sayr Che- 
lilka, and dther Lsnd Duties, now abolidved, in cafe of Proof being adduced that thefe Articles 
formed a Part of tho Collcftiohs of the Three i eats Revenue, the Medium of which has been made 
the Criterion of the preienc Settlethenf. 

16. Our PtoCeedings noticed in the Margin, Will apprife you of the Sunmld granted to the pre- 

fent Dowser of Burdwan, for the DoWr6e Mehuls j which had bten hithirtofore held on a fimilaf 
Tenure by the Gtandihothfcr, the late Ranny of Ambooa. 


via< Canr. 

t4th 

ift 


Viat Conf. 


Settlement and Balances. ' 1 ^ * 

17. Having, in the 4th Pafagraph of Obr Letter under Date the 19th Augbft 1778, taken 
Notice of the Moecal Settlement concluded for the Bengal Year 1185, or from the nth April iyyS, 
to the loth April we now beg Leave to refer to the Report from the Superintend ant of the 
Khllft Records, i^ntered in our Proceedings of the 13th Auguft laft, for a Genersl Abftrafi Account 
of the Colleiftions mad6 and Balances become due for that Period. 

18. The faid Report referring to the feveral Explanations of the ColleftionS and Balances rfe- 
ceived from tlie refpeftive Divifions, will diraft your Attention to the Letters and Vouchers marked 
in the Margin; exhibiting the Caufes which in feveral of the Diftrifts prevented the complete 
Realization of the ftipulated Revenue, with the Mcafures purfucd to recover the Arrears, and the 
Orders iflUed by us on theSubjeft"; all which will (hew, that the few Deduftions allowed, have 
been incqnfideraWe in their Amount, and were, from their Nature, rehdered ftecelTary 5 and that the 
remaining Arrears are in a Courfe of Payment with the i^rrcnt Revenue. 

IQ.. After the Expiration of the laft Bengal Year 1185, we ifibed circular Orders to thePro- 
vinciai Councils and Colleftors, to conclude the Settlement of th^lllp-ioljjeftive Diftrifts fw the Tear 
n86, upon the Terms preferibed for that of the preceding Twelve jvionthsi which Ordws, 
getber with the feveral Letters giving an Account of the Execution of them, ftaild recorded in the 

.111 f»llr bring bnfbrc ,o» A. C.nl« .bich brined 

US reloftamlylb rilTent to feme Part of a Remiffion in the current Year’s Settlement of the Dacca 

Province $ but although, upon the Reprefentation of the Provincial Council of that Diviljon, “o ‘he 

Picas exhibited, we have been conftrained to admit of feme Abatements, yet we have 

to them, that thefe are only for the current Year j for that we are determined 

of their Divifion (hall not be reduced below 29,85,549 Rupees, the Sum at ^ 

the laft^i'^r 1 184 ; To render which Refolution the more effcftual and permanent, we have fu^hw 

cJjoin^ to, nmr! in any Inftance. to propofe an Abatement of any Nature whatfoever. unlefs 

‘they can at the fame Time clearly point out how fuch we haVe at 

the hOince of and fJ the Roafon.'addacrf b, ibe Aoaincial 

accapt • Malaamloa , which, by the l.h Pa«grapb of ' 9 ''’ ''' ^“8"“ 

1778, wc advifed you of our having generally refolved neither to demand o^ 

22. We canno? conclude this Subjfft, without expreffing 
of Annual' Settlements. Wc continue to make them in Obedience lo your Orders; wh 


Tiat 

ijih 


Con^ 

Au|ulW 


Vide 

T'l; 

nth 

t«a 

*9th 

*7th 

13th 

stfih 


CtmL 

|j«i 

I'r- 




* Or, SecuritUt. 


u 


Xfcrlbi 


SiLaCoM. Rsv.VL 



A P P E N P I X, 


afcribc to tlic pccoliAr State of this Government, perhaps indifjpcfifaWy rcquir 5 i% it againft your 
Judgment. Hitherto we have been able, by a rigid Adherence to the Rcfolotion of keeping up 
the Jummaof the Provinces to a fixed Standard, to prevent any confiderablc Diminution beyond 
itsoiiginal Reduftion i but the Continuance of this Pradltce muft infallibly produce a Decline in 
the Culleftions, and a rapid Incrcafe of it whenever it (hall begin to take Effeft j of which it U 
our Duty to apprize you, in the Hopes of receiving your Orders and InftrudioAs for the Ifttroduc- 
tion oi a more permanent Mode. 


Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Department^ 
to the Court of Direftors j dated 2§th November 1780. 


Settlement and Balances. 

Par. 4. In the 19th Paragraph of our Letter of the loth of January laft, we mentioned the Con- 
clufion of the general Settlement of the Province of Bengal, for the Bengal Year u86, or from the 
nth April 1779, to the loth April 1780 *, and we now beg Leave to refer to the Report from the 
Superintendant of the Khalfa Records, entered on our Proceedings, for a General Abftrad Account of 
the Collci^lions made, and Balances become due, for that Period. 

5. As the SuperintendanPs Report refers to the fevcral Explanations of the Colleftions and 
Balances received from the refpeftive Divifions, we have only to requeft your Attention to them^ 
as noted in the Margin, for tiie Caufes which in fevcral of the Difirias prevented the ftipulated 
Revenue from being realized, with the Mcafurcs taken to recover the Arrears, and the Orders 
i/Tued by us in confequence j all which will (hew that the Dedudions allowed have been few, 

well as inconfidcrabk in their Amount, and^were from their Nature rendered ncceffary, and that 
the remaining Arrears are in a Courfe of Payment with the Current Revenue.’'* 

6. The principal Deficiency you will perceive has arifen in the Dacca Divifion, the greateft Parc 
of which wc were conftrained, on the ReprcTcntation made by the Provincial Council, of t'le aduul 
State of the Country, and their unanimous Opinion of the total Inability of the Renters to dif- 
charge, without proceeding to the Extremity of a Sale of their Lands, to remit. 

7. I'he 20th Paragraph of our Letter of the 20th of lad January, will have already ’ r ught 
under your Obfervation the Inability of this Diftrid to pay the full Amount of the Revenue then 
afTened upon it, with our Endeavours to prevent if pofTible its further Diminution. In this View 
we called on the Provincial Council for their Sentiments at large on the real State and Ability of 
the Province, and on the Means of fecuring the Revenue from all future Failure and Difappdint- 
ment. On which Subjeds they tranfmitted to us, at the Clofe of the laft Year's Colleftions, their 
feparate Opinions j wherein you will, by referring to our Proceedings marked in the Margin, find, 
that after a particular Delineation of the decayed Sta,tc of the Diftrift, which they concur in aferib- 
ing to the various Encreafes added to the Rental within the laft Ten Years, they are unanimous 
in recommending its Dedudion to a Standard nearly equivalent to the Jumma of the Bengal Year 
1177, which they fix on as the laft Period before any of thefe Increafcs had taken place. 

8. Our Anfwer, which you will find recorded in the fame Day's Proceedings, without approving 
of the propofed Reduction, leaves them u diferetionary Power to form the Settlement of the current 
Year upon the nioft reafonablc Ternjs they could procure : In confequence of which they have, as a 
Mcafure of Ncceffity, ultimately concluded it upon the fame they had firft recommended it ; the 
Total of the Jumma, as it now ftands, being 27,11,837 Rupees ; which, as they have given us the 
moft poficive Affurance of the Renters Abilities to realize, will, wc hope, relieve us from the pain- 
l‘ul Talk of bringing before you any further Reprefentations unfavourable to the State of your Re- 
venues in that Dillnct, 

9. At the Expiration of the laft Bengal Year ii8d, we gave Orders to the Provincial Councils 
anil Colledors (and to the Superintendant of the Khalfa Records, for fuch Lands as have been fepa- 
rated from their former Jurifdiilions and annexed to the Khalfa) to conclude the Settlement of their 
refpedlive Diftridls for the prcfenc Year, upon the 'Perms preferibed for that of the preceding ; 
which Orders, together with the fevcral Letters, are recorded on the ProccedingSr noted in the. 
Margiq. 

10. By this Conveyance you will receive the General Statement wc pronailed in a former Addrefs,. 
of the Demand, Remiffions, Collections, and Balances, of the Five Years Settlement of Bengal and 
Bahar, which ended with ;he Bengal Year 1183, Bahar Year 1184 (Englifti Stile 1776-7). The 
compiling of this Book has been attended with unavoidable Delay, owing to the many R^Arences 
our Accountant General had Occafion to raake cq the Provincial Councils, to obtain an exaft Account, 
of the Balances outftanding, and Authorities for Remifllons granted. The Accounts between the. 
Khajfa and Putcherries under the Provincial Councils, arc properly adjufted ; every Demand for 
Balincc is afeertained, and a particular Explanation given of what arc deemed recoverable, and what 
iwccovcrabic Authorities for Remiffions are fully quoted, and the Rcafons alTigncd for granting 
tnem : Where thofe Rcafons arc found too voluminous to be inferted at full Length, a Reference is* 
made to the Confuhations, in which tlipy, are ftated at large. As great Labour has been beftbwed 
io forming this iBook, we hope it will l^^found to contain as complete and accurate an Adjuftment of 

5 ■ ‘ ^ the 
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the Colle^^jofii o^heft Provihccs, for the Period abovR-tnendohcd, a could poflibly hi vtvcn t an^ 
tliat it will afford every Satisfaflion wifhed for by ydot Honourable Court. 

II. We alfo tranftnit a Copy of the Accountaat General’s Letter on this Subjeft, a feparate Num- 
ber in the Packet; 

Poftfeript. Dated the '29th November 1 7^0. 

Since the clofing of our Proceedings by this Difpatch, the Superintendint Of the Khaffa Rccordi 
has delivered in i Report, Under Date the till of this Month, accompanying, among other State- 
ments of your Revenues, a General Abftraft of the Demand, Colleftion, and Balances, throughout 
the Three Provinces, for the lall Twelve Months; which Ihtws, that out of the Territorial Rental 
(exclufive of Cuftoms) amounting to Ruptes 2,45,785249, there remained attheClofcof the Col- 
Icftions a Balance of 12,38,192. 7. 9. t.; of which the Superincendant ftates, on the Opinion* 
of the Provincial Councils and Colleftors, the Sum of: 7,97,277. 9. to. 2. to be recoverable. 
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. 1 

PLAN of Melfi's. Haftings and Harwell for letting the Lands in Bengal, after the Expiration of 

the Five Years Leafes. 


To the Honourable the Court of Direflors for the Affairs of the Honourable United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 


Honourable Sirs, 

tN confcqucnce of a Refolution paffed at the Board of Revenue on the nth Indant, we have 
drawn up, with as mUch Accuracy as our joint Experience, and the narrow Compafs of Time 
allowed us iri the Midft of other preHing Avocations, would permit, a Plan for the future Settlement 
of the Revenue 5 which we have the Honour to tranfinit you enclofcd. 

We have committed the Charge of this Addrefs to Captain Tryon, having concluded it too late for 
the Packet. We arc, with great Refpeft, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Fort Williartij Your moft obedient and moil faithful Servants, 

28th March 1775* Warren 1 ladings, 

Rich" Harwell. 


A Plan for a future Settlement. 

From the Company’s Acquifuion of the Dewanny, it had been cuftomary to make an Annual 
Settlement of the Revenue of the fcveral Dillrifts of Bengal. The principal Zemindars, and 
all the chief People of the Country, affcmbled at the City, at the holding of the Pooncah, in the 
Months of April and May. A Settlement was then concluded in 1‘omc Places with the Zemindars 
themfelvcs, in others with Perfons who were appointed to the Charge of the Colleftions, under the 
Name of Aumils. Thefe Aumils, having each executed an Agreement to pay a certain Sum of 
Money into the Treafury at Moorihedabad, according to the Hated Periods fpecified in the Kift- 
bundy, were fent into the Country to form the Muffuffil Settlement, and carry on the Collcdions, 
as they judged moil expedient for realizing the Revenue for which they had engaged. 

On the Appointmen* of the Company’s Covenanted Servants as Collcdors, a Meafurc which 
took place ih 1770, and on repealed Coniplainis of the Oppreflions which had been committed 
by the Aumils, the Engagements with them were in general dilcontinued j and it was left to the 
Coile( 5 tors^ make a Settlement for tlic ihoft Pslrt for One Year, in their fcveral DiftriHs, on the 

bed TermHbey could obtain. , ^ n , « 1. ni 

In 1771, another One Tear’s Settlement vVai made, partly by the Collcftors and partly by Mem- 
bera deputed from the Council of Moorihedabad. When the Management erf the Revenue was 
tlie Subjeft of the Deliberations of the Board in 1772, it was unanimoufly ^reed, that the 
Syftcm of an Annuat Settlement was not cakulatcd for the Profperity of the Country, and the 
Yearly AtteiUiante of the Zemindars at the City was deemed an unncccfiary Expence, which ukU 
inatcly fell upon the Company. A Man of little 6r no Property being appointed an Aurnil, executed 
Jwr Engagement to pay lo oe »5 Laeki? of Ruf>ees, was inveked with full Authority for collcaing 
it, and had no Immft io the Welfare of the Diftrift any longer than for the fingk Year of hii 
Appointment.* The. Sertkmenrs which nkde with the Zemindars themldvcs, were m like 

Manner 
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Manner for One Year only. If the Lands went to decay, the next Year's ReV^ue was IcHened ; 
and if they were improved, it was proportionably augmented. ’ 

Arguments are not neceffary to prove that fuch a Syftem aouft < naturally produce Opprefllon, and 
be a Check to the Cultivation of the moft valuable Articles of Hulbandry. It was tefolved to let 
out the Country on Leafes of Five Years, that the Farmers might be induced, by Motives of Sclf- 
Intercft, to attend to its Improvement. They were granted to luch refponnble Perfons as offered the 
mod advantageous Terms* a Preference txing refcrved to the Zemindars, in cafe their Propolalj 
were equal to others. Under this Syftem or Farming, the Burdwan Province had been greatly im- 
proved, and its Value afeertained fince its Ceftion to the Company. It was hoped, that the fame 
good EfTcds would be produced in the reft of Bengal. 

The afeertaining of the Value of the feveral Diftrifts, has been fufiiciently accomplilhed j but we 
will not fay the defired Improvement has in general taken place : It has been chiefly obftrufled by 
a Circumftance which could not be forefeen * we mean, the Farmers having engag^ for a higher 
Revenue chan the Diftrifls could afford. 

The following is the Plan which we recommend to be adopted at the Expiration of the prefent 
Leafes ; 

ift. That all new Taxes which have been im* . I ft. Whenever any Occafion has arifen, or 
pofed upon the Ryots in any Part of the Country any Pretence been found, to levy a new Tax upon 
fince the Cornrheocemenc of the Bengal Yeaf the Ryots, it has been the Cuftom of the Zemin* 
1172 (or 1764*5) being the Year in which the dars and Aumils to continue to collect it, whether 
Company obtained the Dewanny, be entirely the Occafion has remained or not. By this 
abolifhed. Means their Rints have been conftantly encreaf- 

ing. This has been an*immediate Diftrefs to 
the Ryots, and muft have ultimately affeded the 
Manufadlurers, and all other Ranks of People, 
. by raifing the Prices of the feveral Articles pro* 
duced by the Labour of the Ryots. 

The Abolition we conceive would be an im- 
mediate Eafe to the Ryots, would give Life to 
induftry, and would tend to lower again the 
Prices of the Bengal Manufaftures. A few of 
the laceft Impofitions were abolifhed by the Com- 
mittee of Circuit, when they formed the Five 
Years Settlement » but the then Circumftanccs 
of the Company did not admit of their taking 
any Meafures which would have been attended 
with an immediate Diminution of a more con* 
fldcrable Part of the Revenues. 

The Amount of the Taxes impofed fincc the 
Acquifition of the Dewanny, will hardly be lefs 
than 15 Lacks of Rupees. 

We do not imagine any Part of Bengal has 
been exetnptcd from them, except perhaps the 
Diftridk of Burdwan, and the 24 Pergunnahs. 

This Accumulation of Taxes was pradifed to 
a ftill greater Degree in the 10 or 15 Years pre- 
ceding the Company’s Dewanny, than it has 
fince } but it would be difficult to afeertain them 
exadly at fuch a Diftance of Time, and their 
Abolition would occafion a greater immediate 
Lofs than could be aflbrded. 

Subfidian Regulations will be neceffary to 
iixure the Ryots in the Enjoyment of the Re- 
lief prb{wfed for them j thefe would be cafily 
formed if the Plan itfelf was approved. It is 
.imnec^ary to enter into a Detail of them at this 
Time. 

ad. That the 24 Pergunnahs be fold as Zemin* ad. The Sale" would raife a large Sum of 
darries by public Audion, in Lots not exceeding Money, and there is no Doubt that the Lands 
a Jumma or Rent RoU of 20,000 or 30,000 would be greatly improved in the Hand9''ofZemin- 
Rupecs a Year. dars, on the permanent Footing which we have 

recommended : It would then be their Intereft 
to attend to the Cultivation of the moft valuable 
Articles of Hufbandry, whjeh require Time to 
bring them to Perfedion, and to fubmit to pre- 
fent Expcnces for the fake of future Profit. We 
a would 
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3d. That the Rcvcntle to be paid by the Pur- 
chafers, be fettled at the Medium of what was 
aftually colleded in the Three preceding Years, 
with an Allowance of 15 per Cent, dedufted for 
the Charges of CollcAioni and their Profits. 


4th. That the Revenue do remain fixed at 
this Rate during the Life of the Purchafer. 
That Government be at Liberty to fell the Ze- 
mindarry if the Zemindar Ihould be deficient in 
his Payments. 


5th. That on the Death of any Purchafer, the 
Zemindarry fiiall devolve to his Heir. That it 
(hall then be at the Option of the Government, 
to continue it fixed to him at the fame Rate as 
was paid by the Purchafer, or to make a new 
Huftabood of it, and fettle the Rent on the Me- 
dium of the a&ual Colleftions of the Three pre- 
ceding Years, in the Manner propofed in the 3d 
Article \ with this Provifo, however, that what- 
ever may be the Rcfult of the Hultabood, no 
greater Encrcafc Oiall be levied than Ten per 
Cent. on,|he preceding Lcafe, nor the Settlement 
be rcducM to Icfs than the preceding Leafe. That 
the Expcnce of the Huftabood be defrayed, Half 
by the Government, and half by the Zemindar. 

If the new Zemindar agrees to an Encrcafc of 
10 per Cent, a Huftabood will then be unncceflary. 
This, however, ihould not be demanded, unlefs 
the preceding Zemindar had poffclTed the EAatc 
at lead Ten Years. 

Sel.Com. Rep. VI. 


would recommend too, that Europe.ins be allowed 
to be Purchafers, provided they can he made 
amenable to the Revenue Courts, and fubjc(?l to 
the fame Regulations as the Natives with refpeft 
to the Payment of their Kents and the Treatment 
of their Ryots. 

Being of a more cnterprifing Spirit than the 
Natives, they would be more likely to introduce 
new Manufafturcs, and even to import an Ac- 
cefTion of Inhabitants from Foreign Countries \ 
and they would in Time become an Addition of 
Strength to the Briciih Empire in India. 

In the Regulations laid down for the Scttlc- 
ment in 1772, we concurred in a contrary Pro- 
pofuion, bccaufc at that Time the Mayor’s Court 
and the Courts of Scflions, to which alone 
Europeans were amenable, had no Jurifdldlion 
beyond the Limits of Calcutta and the FaAorics 
of Trade, although they had a furc Appeal to the 
Mayor'sCourt from any Adis of Government paff- 
cd aeainft them. 

This Dcfeft in the Authority of Government 
has been effcdlually removed by the Inilitution 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

3d. We reckon the Charges of Collcdlion at 
5 per Cent, and 10 per Cent, is their jii(l Profit 
as Zemindars. If any Taxes have been impofed 
fincc the Commencement of 1172, thefe mult be 
dcdudlcd before the future Revenue is fettled. 

Aumeens fent into the Pergunnahs immediately 
on the Expiration of the prefent Leafes, would 
probably afeertain the Colledlions without Diffi- 
culty, as there would be no one intcrefted to pre- 
vent it. 

4th. An annual Encrcafc would put the Ze- 
mindar to Difficulties which would eventually 
produce Oppreffion, and prevent Improvement-, 
and Dedudlions would become nccelTary, as at 
prefent in unfavourable Scafons. 

If the Revenue be fixed, the Profits of one 
Year will compenfate for the l.oflcs of another : 
And Ihould the Zemindar, through his own 
Mifcondudl, be at any Time deficient in his Pay- 
ments, a Purchafer would never be wanting to 
take the Zemindarry on Terms which would fc- 
curc to Government its juft Revenue. 

5th. The Encrcafc propofed is very moderafc •, 
but we do not think it could be rendered greater, 
coiififiently with the Value which we would wifti 
to be fet upon Landed Property, for upon this 
we deem the whole Succefs of our Plan to dc- 
pend. 

It cannot, we think, be reckoned an Injuftice, 
that the Succcflbr (hould at any Rate pay the 
fame Revenues at his PredcccfTor i if the Zemin- 
darry is not worth holding on thofe Terms he 
will be at Liberty to fell or relinquiffi it. It is a 
ncceflary Regulation, left the SuccefTor (hould 
infift upon a Huftabood, and by Influence and 
Bribing get the Value of it reported much lower 
than the Truth, and fo defraud the (Government. 
Was every Zemindar required to deliver annually 
an cxadl Account of his aftual Colledlions, under 
Pain of forfeiting Jiis Zemindarry, it might pre- 
vent the Neceffity of ever having Rccourfe to a 
Huftabood ; but we apprehend fuch a CUufc 
would occalion an Alarm, and difeourage People 
fruin purchafing, 

X Wc 
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6<Ii. That (hould th« n«w Zeinmdar refde to 
hold the Zemindarry at the (ame Rate as wai 
paid by his Prcdeceiror, he ftiall either fell it to 
fome other Perfun, who will be anfwcFable for 
the Revenues, or elfe it lhall'be forfeited, and 
efcheat to Government. 

yth. That Ihould the new Zemindar refufe to 
hold it on the Terms of a Huftabood, as propo<' 
fed in the 5th Article, he (hall receive an Al- 
lowance of 10 per Cenr. on the precediDg Settle- 
ment } and the Government Aiall be at Liberty 
to farm it out on the bed Terms procurable. 


- 

Itli. That Ihould the new Zemindar be a 
Minor, and Guardians have not been appointed 
by the Father, the Government lhall take the 
Zemindarry under its own Charge, till he attairts 
the Age of Eighteen Years ) and be at Liberty to 
farm it out on the htf\ Terms procurable, fetting 
apart for him an Allowance of Ten per Cent. 

9th. That as foon as he amins the Age of 
Eighteen Years, the Farm iball be offered to him 
on the Terms propofcd in the 5ih Article; and 
if he refufes to hold it on any of thofe Terms, 
the Government (hall be at Liberty to farm it our, 
as in the ytb Article. 

.k 

toth. That all the Other DiflriAs of Bengal 
be farmed out on 1 -eafcs for Life, or for Two 
joint L/ivcs, to fuch refponfible People as (hall 
offer the moft advantageous Terms; allowing a 
Preference to the Zemindars (provided they have 
attained the Age of Eighteen Years) if their 
Offers arc equal, or nearly equal, to thole of 
others, or if they are equal to what (he Council 
(hall judge to be the real Value of the Lands. 
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We propofc the Expcncc of a Huftabood to 
be paid, Plalf by the Government and Half b* 
by the Zemindar, that both may be induced / 
an amicable Adjuftment. 

If the preceding Zemindar had poffclTed the 
Eftatc but a (hort Time, the Government ouelu 
to confirm it to his SuccefTor without any En. 
creafe. If he had poircfTed it a great Number 
of Years, and no particular Circumftance had 
happened to prevent its Improvement, it vvouhi 
be reafonable that the Encreafe of to per Cent, 
(hould be demanded. 

This Encreafe of to per Cent, (hould be de. 
manded on each SuccelTion, if the State of Ini. 
provement would admit of it ; and this, in cafe of 
Difputes, could be afeertained by the Huftabood. 

It is unncceflary at prefent to enter upon a 
Difeudion of the fubfidiary Regulations which 
would be requifite for the Transfer of a Zemin- 
darry by Sale or otherwife, the granting of new 
Sunnuds, &c. &c. 

6th. The Reafons for this Regulation are ex- 
plained in the preceding Article. 

4 


7th. It might ibmcfimes happen that an Au- 
mecn, employed in making the Huftabood, would 
report the Colleflions of the Three preceding 
Years to be higher than they adlually were; and 
that in confequence, an Encreafe might be de- 
manded when the State of the Zemindarry would 
not admit of it. ^ 

This. R^ulacion is mftMf tb fecure the Zemin- 
dar frorn fu&rid^ by fuch a Circumftance, and 
to render him at any Rate eerMin of a Ptoiic of 
10 per Cent. : But it wbuld (t^Idom be good 
Policy in the Government thus to free the Ze- 
mindar from his Refponfibility in the Revenue, 
ancl take the Management out of his Hands. 

8th. We propofe this Article, that the Zemindar 
may not be liable to loll; his Inheritance by the 
Mifeondoft of his Servants, before he is himfelf 
of an Age to attend to the Management of it. 

qth. We leave him the Liberty of declining to 
farm it, even on the Terms on which it was held 
by his PrcdccelTor ; becaufe it may have been 
injured during his Minority, and (b may have 
fallen to Decay, without either his or his Prtde- 
celTor’s Fault. He may Hill bid for it according 
to what lie deems its Value, and be allowed a 
Preference tofothers, as propofed in the loth 
Article. 

lotb. Whenever the Landed Proper||^ (hall be 
put upon fuch a Footing as to render it defirable, 
and iecure Purchafers in cafe eff Balances, we 
would wi(h that the Revenue of 'every Diftrift 
Ihould be fettled with the Zemindars ;* and for 
this Realbn we propofe he (hould have a Prefer- 
ence, if his Terms are equal to what the Council 
judge to be the real Value of the l..ands, even 
though other Perfons (hould be'iif'iMiiig to 
confiderably fhorc. This Power will be ytiry 
likely to fubjeft the Conduift of the Council to 

Mifr6prefcntations > 
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iith. That it be exprefdjr ftipulated, That no 
Attention fhall be paid to any Propofals for an 
annual EnoKafej it being meant that the fame 
Revenue lhali be^ paid for the Firft Tear as for 
the fubfcc^ent Years.: That no Encreale be 
levied, or Deduftioo aJbwed, on any Account or 
Pretence whatever, 

izth. That it be oblerved as an invariable Rule, 
that if any Zemindar fails in his Engagements, 
his Zemindarry, or fuch Part of it as may be ne> 
ceflary to pay the Deficiency, lhall be publicly 
fold } the Purchafer to hold it either on the Terms 
of a Hullabood, as propofed in the 3d Article, or 
according to the preceding Settlement, as may 
be fpecified in the Advertitehiant, 


13th. That the feveral Regulation^^propofed in 
5th< 6tb, yth, 8tb, and 9th Articles, re- 
lative to Purchafers in the Calcutta Pergunnahs, 
lhall equally extend to the Purchafers in other 
and to the prefent Zemindars. 

I 14th. That 


A 
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Mifrcprcfentitions ; but unlefj it is illowcj to, 
and cxcrcifcd by them, it will be impofliblc to 
prevent the Mifehief of .Diftrids being over- 
rated, as at the Five Years Scitlccncnt, by People 
offering more for them than can be afforded, con- 
fiftcntly with Jufticc to thfe Ryots. 

It might be rcfolved, that no Propofals Ibould 
be received from any Perfons but the Zemindars 
themfelvesi and that their Terms fhould be fixed 
by the Rcfult of the Hufiabood, as in the 3d 
Article. A Kind of Hullabood will indeed be 
nccclTary at any Rate, according to our Plan, in 
order to afeertain the Taxes which have been 
impofed upon the Ryots fincc the Commence- 
ment of 1171 i but to truft to it for fixing this 
Scttlemcnr, would be attended with great Kilque 
of injuring the Government, by the Influence of 
Zemindars preventing the Delivery of juft Ac- 
counts, and by the Temptation to which the 
Aumcens would be expofed, of Corruption. 

Leafes to Farmers, on fixed Terms, for Life, 
would intcreft them in the Improvement of the 
Country equally with the Zemindars, and in one 
Refpeft would be more cffcftual \ wc mean, by 
being granted to fubftantial Men, who have 
Money of their own to lay out in Improvements, 
The principal Argument in favour of the Zemin- 
dars, is the Security arifing from the Power of 
'felling their Lands, when I«andcd Property! is 
put pa fuch a Footing as to become dcfirablc, 

1 ah. If the Attention of Government be drawn 
afidc by Allurements held out of future En- 
creafes, the Revenpe will be over-rated. Many 
Perfons may be found who will noc fcruplc to 
promife more than they are able to perform, if 
by that Means they can obtain their prefent Views. 
(Vide Obfervations on the 4th Article.) 

I2ih. Without this Article wc Ihould noc think 
a Settlement with the Zemindars advifable, cf- 
pecially with the great Zemindars. They arc for 
the moft Parc ignorant of, or inattentive to Bufi- 
nefs, and trull to their Servants, who defraud and 
impofc upon them *, bcfidcs, it has fo long been 
the Cuftom of Bengal, to raife their Rents to the 
full Value of their Lands, that very few of them 
have any Defirc for their Improvement, and we 
do noc fuppofe cbac an Alteration in the Syftem 
of Landed Property will make any immediate 
Change in Sentiments which they have imbibed 
from their Infancy. The Fear of the Sale of their 
Lands is the only probable Inftrumcnc of keeping 
them to their Engagements ; and the adlual Sale 
of them is the only Means of rcim burling the 
Oovernment if they fail. Wi^ refpeft to the 
Terms on which the Revenue of the alienated 
Lands fhould be fixed for the Purchafers, in cafe 
ofthfir Sale, the following (hould be the Rules 
obferved: If the I*and to be fold be a Pergunnah 
feparated from a large Zemindarry, it Ihould be 
alccrtaincd by the Hullabood, as propofed in tW 
3d Article : If it be an entire fmall Zemindarry, 
ft llioold be fixed according to the preceding Set- 
tlement, provided the Council have Realbn to 
believe it was rated at nearly its juft Value. 

ijih. Requires no Explanation. 


14th. We 
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14th. That whenever the Zemindar does not 
farm his own Zemindarry, his Allowance be fixed 
at 10 per Cent, on the Amount of the Revenue 
fettled by the Government. 

15th. That each Zemindar, or the Farnier 
where the Farmer has Poffeffion, be authorized to 
excrcife a Fouzdarry Juriftiiftion, and be made 
anfwerabic for Murders and Robberies committed 
in his Diftrift, agreeably to the old Conftitution 
of the Empire. 


16th. That for the Salt Contraas, a Preference 
be allowed to the Land Farmer 1 and that in future 
it be regulated, that the Molunghees or Salt Boilers 
lhall not be obliged to work whether they chufe 
it or not •, but only, that if they do work, it 
fhall be for the Contraftor, and that their Salt 
fhall be delivered to him. The Price to be fet- 
tied by mutual Agreement. 


lyih. that (heft ReguktioHS^ cr fucb Part «/ 
them as Jhall be affreved, and any others which the 
Honourable Court of DireStors fhall think fit to add 
to them, be faffed into fixed Laws by their enprefs 
Commands. That it fhall not be in the Power of 
the Governor and Council to change or deviate from 
them on any Occafion, or for any Pretence what foever: 
And that Copies thereof in the Englifb, the Perfian, 
and Bengal Languages, be affixed to all the Catcher ries 
of the Provinces, with the fame Authority deckred 
for their Eftablifhment and Duration. 
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14th. Wc underftand this was the Rule in the 
ancient Conll.iution of the Empire. It now pre- 
vails univerfally in the Province ot Bahar, under 
the Title of Malckana, or the Right of the Pro- 

prietor. , .• 

15th. The Fouzdarry Junldiftion, according to 
the Conftitution of the Empire, is inlicrci.t in the 
Zemindar; but it will be dangerous to cntrull 
the Excrcife of it to any other than the Perlon 
who has the Charge of the Colltdlions ; nor would 
it prove effeftual in any other I lands. Continual 
Jcaloufies and Contentions would be excited be- 
tween the Farmer and Fouzdar ; The forn er 
would fuller by the Oppreftions of his Ryots, if 
the latter has a fuperior Influence, or he would 
make ufc of fuch a Plea, to obtain a Ren.iffio.i 
in his Rents : And the Fouzdar would be unable 
to aft, if the Farmer’s Influence prevailed, as the 
Ryots would always fly to him for Protedion. 
Some Regulation of this Kind is neceflary for the 
Peace of the Country 5 but it would require much 
Care to put it upon fuch a Footing as neither to 
be oppreflivc to the Farmer nor to the Ryots.— 
The old Conftitution of *ihc Mogul Empire 
fliould in this Inftance be the Bafis of the Rules 
to be ordained. 

16th. We propofe, that the Zemindar or Land 
Farmer Ihould alfo be the Contraftor ; becaufc he 
would be able to execute that Bufinefs with gi catir 
Advantage than another. An Order, reftrifting 
the Molunghees to the Service of the Contraftor, 
cannot beoppreffive, if they arc at the fame Time 
allowed to quit that Bufinefs altogether, in cafe 
they cannot fettle with the Contraflor to their 
own Satisfaftion, for the Price and Conditions of 
their Labour. Such a Permiflion would put them 
on a happier Footing than they have ever yet en- 
joyed. That Government ftould continue to 
draw a Revenue from the Article of Salt, ap- 
pears highly proper and equitable. We know 
not any more equal or eligible Mode of Taxation, 
Suppolc the Inhabitants, one with another, to 
expend a Seer of Salt per Month (which is a large 
Allowance) and fuppofe the Government to draw 
from itaRcvenueofOneRupee perMaund, which 
would amount to Twenty Lacks; the Charge to 
each Perfon would be little more than a Fourth 
Part of a Rupee in a Year ; fo mere a Trifle, that 
it could icarccly be felt; Wc fuppofe the utmoft. 
The real Incrcafc of Price fince the Year 1772, 
when the Government took the Salt Mioufadure 
into their own Hands, has not been Half a Ru- 
pee per Maund. 

17 th. The continual Variations tn the Mode, cj 
collelling the Revenue, and the continual Ufurf aliens 
on the Rights of the People, which have been 
duced by the Remiffnefs or the Rapacity of the 
Government, and in the Engli/h, by the oJ_ 
acquiring a Reputation from a fudden Pxcrcaje c] 
the CelltSion, without fufficient Attention la mneio 
Confequences, have fixed in the Minds of she Ryot‘> 
fo noted a Difirufi of the Ordinances of Gcvcrnniini, 
that no Afjurances, however ftrong, will ferfiaoi 
them that Laws whick have no apparent Objeli but 
the Eafe ofjhe People, and the Security of Property, 
can be of large Duration, unUfs confirmed by afidfuger 
Pledre than the Refelution of afiuSluattng Admini- 

* firalion, 
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firatm, even with tbe SanSlion of Ihe l-tonouratii 
Court of Dire^ors, ^imc will be required to recon- 
tile thetr Belief to fo etc traor dinary a RofUhtioH in 
the Principles of this Government. 


At the fame Time that the Honourable Court of Direftors fend us their Inftrudlions concerning 
Ihc future Settlement of the Revenue, wc wi(h to be furnifheci with their Sentiments on the Rule of 
SucccfTion to Zcmindarrics, Both by the Muflulmen and the Gentoo Laws, an Inheritance fliould 
be divided amongft the Sons in equal Proportions ; yet it has been cftabliflied by Cuftom, that the 
large Zcmindarrics (hall not be divided, but be poireiTcd entire by the cldell Son, who is to fupport 
his younger Brothers : On the contrary, it is afual for the fmall Zcmindarrics to be divided amongft 
all the Sonsi but in many Parts of the Country, the Cultom prevails, that the eldcft (hould have 
fomcihing more than the others. 

The Reverfe of thefe Cuftoms, wc think, would be for the intereft of the Government. Wc mean, 
that the large Zcmindarrics fliould be divided, and that the fmall ones fliould be preferved 


^^The Bufinefs of the Revenue, think, would be beft conduced with Zemindars whofe Eftates 
yield them from 10,000 to 2 Lacks of Rupees a Year: They vary at prcfcnc from 3 or 400 Ru- 
pees to 4^ tracks. 

The proprietors of the very exrcnfive Zcmindarrics are generally opprcflivc and extravaoant, and 
polTefs an Influence which they employ in Oppofition to Government, and in cafe of a War, 
they mioht even become formidable, as was the Cafe in former Times. Ac the beft, they find the 
Management of their Eftates a more laborious Talk than they are able or willing to undertake, and 
leave it too much to their Servants. And on the other Hand, the Colledlion ot the Revenue from 
very fmall Zemindarriil, is attended with Trouble and Expencc. With refpeft to the Mode of ma- 
naging the Collcftion of the Revenue and the Adminiftration of Juftice, none occur to us fo good 
as the Syftem vfhich is already eftabliftied, of Provincial Councils, as explained in the Revenue Con- 

wTL^c^under fome Apprehenfion, however, left the Members of thefe (hould divide into Parties, 
and fo the Currency of Bufinefs be impeded, and Difputcs engrofs the Time which ought to be 
employed in a minute Attention to rhe Detail of their Duty, and to Difpatch, which is the Life of 
the Collcftions. It is the natural Confequence of Diflcniions in the Superior Council, and our con- 
to to mil be required ro prevent ir. 

T? irk** 
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Extradl of Bengal Secret Confultations, 29th May 1776. 


and are dillinguiftied by being written in Red Ink. 


To the HonovKable the 


Court of Diredors for the Affairs of the Honourable 
Merchants of England trading to the EaR Indies. 


United Cortipany of 


Fort William, 31 ft April 1776. 


Honourable Sirs, . , u. of an Aft of Parliament, formed on 

» -b. Go-- ='»«*'• ■”« f'"' 

Sit. Com. Rep. VI. 
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hiiflloD, will bell explain oiir Motives for engaging hii Attention to fo laborious and difficult an 
Undcruking. 

The Q|hcr Judges, to whofc candid Afliftance we muft alfo acknowledge odrfclves greatly in. 
debted, wB^c together reviled the Whole with great Care and Attention, and have been pleafed to 
fignity their general Approbation of it in a Letter, which we likewife cnclofc for your Satisladion. 

Though incompetent Judges of a Compoficion of this Nature, it appears to us to be written with 
fuch Accuracy and Perfpicuity, and guarded with fiich ample Provifions, that we believe it will not 
need the Allowance which the Chief Jufticc has thought proper to claim for its Defedls-, yet it is a 
Duty which wc owe to his Appeal, to declare, that although it was moft chcarfulW undertaken, it 
was begun immediately after a Fit of Sicknefs, fo late as the Time of the Clofc or our public Dif. 
patches, and delivered as it was finilhed^ in Parts, for repeated Rcvifal. The fame Excufc wc mull 
plead lor the blots and Erafures ot the Copy, having been obliged to employ fcvcral Hands in 
tranferibing it, and to correft I'ome Parts after it had been written for your Ufe, 

Tile fliorc l ime which is now left us (the Packet being already clofed) will not allow us to offer 
many Oblervations upon this Performance. Few Deviations have been made in it from the original 
Plan. Idle niofl clTcntial are in the Jiirifdidion refpedively aHigned to the Provincial Councils, and 
the Courts of Adawlut I>:wanny Zillajaut. The former arc reftrided to the Cognizance of fuch 
Caufes only as had an immediate Relation to the Public Reveaue*, the latter are entirely freed from 
ih^ir Dejx ndance and Connexion with the Provincial Councils, and inverted with a Jurifdidion in all 
Calls which do not appertain to the Revenue, and even in the Trial of Complaints from the Ryots 
againrt the inferior Agents of tlie Colledions, for Exadions not warranted by their Pottahs or 
Lc.ilcs ; lor alihough thefe, as Matters of Revenue, (hould be properly cognizable by the Provincial 
Councils, yet fro n the innumerable Inftanccs of this Kind of Oppreffion, which we apprehend will 
occur whenever the Ryots (hall have a Refource provided for their Redrefs, they would prove too 
heavy a Charge upon the Provincial Councils, and encroach too much upon the Time which they 
ought to beftow on the Receipt and Management of the larger Colledions. 

By this Dillribution the Objedion is in a great Degree removed, which might have been made ta 
the mixed Powers which were propofed by our firft Plan to be given to the Provincial Councils; and 
wc hope it will be found, that the Judicial Authority which is (till left with them, is no more than 
will be indifpenfably ncceffary to enable them to condud the Bufinefs of their official Department, 
without tlie Embarraffments and IDelays to which it would be perpetually expofed in the ordinary 
and daily Procefs of their Colledions, by Applications to the Courts of Jufticc from litigious and 
inlblvent Debtors of Government, 

Of the other Alterations and Additions which have been introduced by the Chief Juftice into the 
Plan as it now ftands, we think i'ufficient to declare that they have our entire Approbation, being 
calculated, as far as we are able to judge, tO promote the Eafe of the People, and the Benefits of 
Sf)eieiy •, to render the Procefs of the Courts effedivc of the Ends of their Inliitution, and to free ic 
from unneceHary Expence, Trouble, and Vexation. 

In thus delivering our Opinion of the probable Effeds of the Regulations laid d#vyn in the Bill, 
wc prefume not to look beyond the Line preferibed by our own local Knowledge; it will reft with 
you, Honourable Siis, to confidcr in what Manner they may atFed your general intcrefts; and to 
thofe whole profeffional Knowledge of the Prii:ciplcs and Forms of Law, it may be thought proper 
to truft the Kevifal of them, to decide on their Propriety or Expediency in other Refpeds. 

However it may be your Dcfire to govern the People of this Country by the fixed Rules of Law 
and Jufticc, we dare venture to pronounce that it will be impofiible to effed this by any Syftem, 
however judicious, which (hall not have the Sandion of Sovereign Authority, cfpeq|lly with Conres 
which are to exe rcife a concurrent Jurifdidion with the high Powers granted by ^rliamcnt to the 
Supreme CouitoF Judicature. 

We have alicady had fome Experience of the Courts which were eftabIKhed in the Year 1772. 
Thefe, though imperfed for the Reafon above afligncd, have been univerfally approved by the In- 
habitants of thefe Provinces ; and with the Improvements propofed by this Ad, by giving them t 
legal Sandion, and placing them under the Controul and Jurifdidion of the Jiklgcs of the Supreme 
Court, we have every Reafon to promife ourfclves that they will prove, in Aid of that Court, an 
effedual Secuiity to piivatc Property, and eventually the Inftruments of adding both to the Popula- 
tion anrl Revenue of the Country. For while tfie Farmer depends on the arbitrary Will of Govern- 
mcnr, a large Portion of the Rents will be unavoidably funk in the intermediate Channels, belorc 
it can find its Way to the Public Treafury ; which would not be the Cafe, at lead not fo in fo great a 
Degree, if his Engagements were fccured by legal Proteftion, and could be fure of immcdi«atc Ke- 
drefs againrt the Attempts of undue Influence or the Chicanery of Office, and if the Receipt is 
guarded from the EUtcortions of the lower Agents^of the Colledions; wlrcn the Experience of a few 
Years (hall have confirmed the public Confidence, that their Pottahs will prove tiie full Meafurc of 
their Rents, it is our Belief, that fuch an Encouragement will draw Multitudes of new Inhabitants 
into Bengal, who may hope to enjoy a State of Tranquillity unknown to any other Government in 
India. 

Wc lliall not oiler any Opinion concerning the Conftitution of your prefent Government in 
Provinces ; many Rcafons this Time forbid it j although conceive it to be of efiential Int' 
portance, in the Furmapon of a complete Syftem of judicial Controul, that the Power whicliA 

proted 
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protefl VjgoUf to its Operations, Ihould be as flfjjlasHt can be renderfcd from Imperfedliotii 

A Seiife Duty required us, by this briet Intimation, to bring before your Notice a Subjeft fd 
apparently conncftcd with the Objed: of our prefent Addrefs, and to leave the Profecution of it td 
your fupCTJor Wifdom. 

Wc have the Honour to be, &c, 

(Signed; Warren Ilaftings, 

Richard Barwell. 

p. S. Since cloling the above, the Goveriior General has received a Letter from Mr. juftice 
Chambers, relative to the propofed Bill, which, with his Confent, wc take the Liberty to cnclofc. 

(Signed) 

Warren Haftings, 
Richard Harwell. 


Dear Sir, 

I now fend you the laft Sheets of the Scheme for an AA of Parliament, drawn up on the Plan 
you communicated to me, as agreed upon by you and Mr. Barwell. You will Ice I have taken 
the Liberty to depart from it, according to the Permilfion given me, in fome Inftanccs, and have 
added fome Claufes which entirely relate to the Supreme Court} Inconveniences which we have 
already experienced fuggefted them to me. If either of you think there is any Thing in thole not 
fuited to the prefent Situation either of the Company’s Affairs or the Country, Arike them out, and 
do not embarrafs your Scheme with them •, deal in liiie Manner with the Alterations I have made 
in the original Plan •, either the Alterations thcmfelvcs. or (he Convtrfations 1 have had with you at 
different Times, will make the Reafons for them ootious. 1 have fo penned down one Part of 
the Plan, which, though conformable to the Ideas of the Governments that have prevailed in this 
Country, and abfolutely nccclfary where the Mahomedan Religion diftates the Law (which without 
it could not reprefs the moft atrocious Crimes) is fo contrary to the Genius of the Englirti Laws, 
and the Jealoufy of the People, that it will I fear, even in its prefent Situation, be ill received by a Bri- 
tifli Legiflature. 

What I mean, is the Power which the Nizam formerly poflellbd, and is now transferred to the 
Governor General and Chief Juftice, of altering a Sentence. It Can now only, as it now ftands, be 
aggravated to a Capital Punilhment, in fuch Cafes as would be Capital in England, or by the Laws 
of this Country ; for the Power is only given in Cafes Capital by the Laws of this Country, or which 
arc declared fo by Sudder Dewanny Adawlut; and that Court is prohibited from making any 
Offence Capital, but fuch as would be fo in England. I believe Adultery is almoft the only 
Crime Capital by the Laws of this Country, which would not be fo in England. I would have 
rather wilhed, that the Judge fhould have pronounced a certain unalterable Sentence, but would not 
take on me- to propofc fo niatcrial an Alteration -, as you are fo much better inftruAed than I am, in 
the Manner of thinking of the People, and what Power it is fafe to iruft to the Black Judges with- 
out Controui. My fmall Experience has already fhewn me the Natives Ihould not much be con- 
fided in. K- i i 

I have in all Inftanccs made the Power of Appointment refidc in the Governor General and 
Council (where, in my Opinion, all Pationage ought to remain) except in Cafes of the Coroner and 
Superiiuendant of the Police, and the Cutwals, which I have placed in the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut } the Coroner would perhaps be full as properly made an Officer of the Supreme Court. 
As he Ihould be converfant wiili the Englifli Laws, and muft be amenable to the Court, 1 thought 
the Judges of that Court ought to have a Share in his Appointment. The others arc 0/ficers of the 
Police } and the 13 th of George III. gives the Supreme Court a Negative in all Matters of 
Police} I therefore thought it more conformable to the Intention of the Legiflature, that the 
Court compofed of both Bodies, that which was empowered to make Laws of Police, and that 
which had a Power approving or dilapproving, Ihould appoint Officers concerned in it. 

I have matk; all Salaries, Pees, &c. rcvifablc by His Majcfty in His Privy Council thofe which 
are not fixed by AA of Parliament, arc made fubjcA to fuch Review, either by the 13 th of George 
the Illd, or the King’s Charter. I did not make them rcvifablc by the Court of Diredors, bccaufe 
I apprehended tlic Legiflature would hardly pals an AA, which it might be in the Power of the Com- 
pany to defeat } which, by appointing too fmall Salaries, the Company might do, it it was finally 
left to them } a Cai'e which I am fure would never happen •, but as it was a poffible Objection, and 
what I thought Parliamentary, I did do what I could otherwife have fubmittcd to them. lam very 
far from wifhing to fee any AA pafs, which both the Nation and the Company may not think con- 


ducive to their Intereft. 

The having declared the Sovereignty in the King, naturally fuggefts the Idea of the final Appeal 
being to His Maiefty in Council. The very great Inconveniencies winch you have mentioned tu me, 
and which muft unavoidably follow, if all Matters of difputcd Property were to wait or ina 
lions in England, prevented me from inferting a Ciaufe to that Purpo c } ant lopc t le agae y 
the King’s Officers; and of the Englilh Parliament, will forefee them lufficicntly, to prevent any fuch 

Ciaufe being added in England. , • n 

4need DOC make any Apology td you and Mr. Barwell for Inaccuracies, Repetitions, and want of 
p 4 «ly digeftint the ilattcr } « you know that my Indifcofition prevented me from attending m any 
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Tiling till the Sliip was aftually unc^ ||p^atch ; and that I was prevented from revifing ir, or coriv 
parinL: the Parts, by being obliged from Hurry to fend away each Sheet as 1 finifed it, to 6: 
co| icd. 

There will therefore be necefTarily many Sanftions, which might? have been added tofeveral Matters 
topeilicr, repeated diitinflly and feparately to each •, and as the Whole, reduced to Writing as it no\y 
Hands, for the firit I'ime, it is in Nature of Memorandums, which fuggclled themfelves as I went 
Of) i and many Claufes may and mull be mifplaced. 1 fear the SanAions, Reftridions, Limitations 
Provifoes, &c. which are meant to be the fame, are not in many Places in the fame Words, which 
they ought literally to be, to prevent any Argument cf Conftrudion, that the Variation of Expreffioa 
would not be, if there was no Intent to vary the Subftancc. 

On the Whole, you will find it to be far from complete; nothing buf yotir great Defirc that itihonlj 
go to England by this Ship, tofliew the SolicitiSde which I know you feel that the Country may be 
properly fettled as fpecdily as poflible, and my being likewifc anxious on the fame Subjed, could 
have prevailed on me to deliver it out of my Hands in the State it is now in. 

It is in Ibmc Form, though not in the proper Form ; I hope, fufficicnc to Ihew the Pradicability 
cf tl.e Plan in Europe. I know how much People Ihrink back, efpecially Lawyers, and indeed 
more eipccially fomc Friends of mine in that Line, to which this, if approved of, will moll certainly 
be fubmitted, w hen they fee a great Qiiantity of loofc Materials, which they arc to form into a Fa- 
brie. When this Fabric has fome Shape, they will attempt perhaps to mend if. ft was repeatedly 
laid to me on a late Occafion in England, when I fuggefted any Idea to one of His Majcfty*s principal 
Law Servants, and my particular Friend, •* Reduce it into Form in Writing ” Siiggefting Ideas fre- 
c]ut nrly embarrafs, though they ftrike the N^d, but are often difficult to reduce to Form. Many 
a Man has new- modelled an inconvenient ill-(^nftruded Houfe, who would not have meddled wid\ 
Prick and Mortar in its original State •, they^ire tempted to it. I hope this rude Fabric will tempt 
fome able Hand to new- model it, though perhaps he may find, as is often the Cafe of thofc who 
patch up a lloufe already built, that in the End there would have been lels Trouble and Expcnce if 
they had pulled it down to the Foundation, and had built a new one. 

After you have gone over them, judge coolly, whether it is not too inaccurate to be fent to Eng- 
land. 1 have been very fevere, you will fee, againft taking more from the Ryot than is referved m 
his l^otrah, and have made the Record of Judgment inignother Court, Evidence againft them on a 
Prol'ecution. This Severity proceeds from yoOr State of the Confequcnce and Univcrfality of the 
Offence; the making the Record Evidence, from the Difficulty of c.'-ying a Matter of Account, and 
cfpccmlly an Account kept in a Foreign Language; and the Inconveniencics it will be to the Com- 
pany to have their Revenue Officers perpetually called to Calcutta to prove the Accounts;— —but 
if I proceed to explain my Reafons, my Letter will be more voluminous than the Bill itfelf. 

If you do tranfmit it to England, you will do me Juftice, either not to mention the Drawer, or if 
you do, the Time which was allowed for it, the Manner in which it was done, the State of Health 
he was in, and his total Want of Aflillancc from the ncccflary Avocations of the other Jgdges. 

Fort William, 1 am, &c. 

aStli March 1776. (Signed) E. Impey. 

P. S. I (hall rely much on Mr. Harwell’s Opinion, whether it is in a proper State to be fent to 
England, 


We have read the Draught of a Bill, intituled, A Bill for the better Government of the Kingdoms 
or Provinces and Countries under the Government and Controul of the Governor General and Council 
of Fort William in Bengal, and for the Adminiftration of Juftice therein and in general think the 
Regulations thereby propofed arc wife and juft in themfelves, and will probably in their Effeds con- 
tribute to the Honour and Adva^age of Great Britain, as well as to the Safety and Happinefs of the 
Native and European Inhabitants of thefe Provinces. 

'] 1 )c Length of the propofed Law, the great Number of Provifions which it comprizes, and the 
approaching Departure of the Packet for Europe, render it impoffible for us to give a decifive 
Opinion on every Part ; but the Confideration which we have given to it, enables us to lay, that we all 
aj)prove greatly the general Scope and Tendency of the Bill. 

(Signed) R. Chambers, 

Fort Willjam, S. C. Lcmaiftre, 

the joth March 1776. J, Hyde. 


Dear Sir, Sunday Morning, 

l.eft in the Hurry of concluding your Letters it Ihould happen to be omitted, I lake the Liberty 
to remind you, that from the general Approbation given lad Night of the Bill which you are about 
to tranlmit to the Court of Dircdlors, I thought mylclf obliged to make a particular Objeftion agaii>ft 
the Ellabliffimcnt of a full and abfolutc Provincial Legiflature, without any negative Power of Re- 
jeftion veiled in the Chief Magiftracc ; and I now repeat my ReqUcft, that in every Letter which 
mentions the Approbation, this Exception may alfo be mentionttl. 

My Brother Lcmaiftre, and my Brother Hyde, were not wififng that ift our written Opiniotfliny' 

' Notice 
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Notice fliould be taken of this Objeftion, becaufe they had not, for Want of Time, given fo miicH 
Attciit'on to the to have formed a Judgment upon it •, but as I had confidered this parti- 

cular (<ueltion fome Time ago, and have frequently revolved it in my Mind fince, and as the Subjeft 
appe.u to me too important to be pafTed over in Silence, 1 wi(b to have it underftood, that I cannot 
approve of the propoJed legiflativc Kftablifliment, unlefs a Power ot refufing be given to the Go- 
vernor General. 

, ^ ^ J I'^ve the Honour to be, &c. 

To the Governor General. (Signed) Robert Chambers. 


Ordered, That the Bill be entered after the Confultation. 


Extraft of a Plan for a Bill for the better Government of the Kingdoms, Provinces, or Countries, 
under the Government and Controul of the Governor General of Fort William in Bengal j and for 
the Adminiftration of Jufticc therein. 

And whereas the Kingdoms or Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and were divided by the 

htc Prcfidcnt and Council of Fort William in Bengal, into Seven clifl'erenc Oivifions, by the 
I\ lines of the Divifion of Calcutta, the Divifion of Moorfliedabad, the Divifion of Burdwan, 
i!ic Divifion of Dacca, the Divifion of Dinagepore, the Divifion of Patna, and the Divifion 
of Chittagong: And the faid Divifions were refpedfively fubdivided, or Were meant or intended 
10 be fubdividecl, into fevcral Diftridfs, by the faid Prcfidcnt and Council, by the Names following j 
that IS to lay, the Divifion of Calcutta into the Ditfrids of Calcutta including the I'wenty-four 
Purgunnahs, of Houghly, of jeflbre, of Meddie, and of Flidjelic *, the Divifion of Moorflicdabad, of 
Berorea, of Boolna, of Rajemahl, and of Baugulpoor-, the Divifion of Burdwan into the Di- 
llridfs of Burdwan, of Burboom, of Puchcet, of Hificnpore, of Midnapore, of Jcllafore, and of 
Jungulcerry ; the Divifion of Dacca into the Diftrids of Dacca, of Silhet, of Buzzoorgomedpore, 
of AllafTing, of Mominfing, and of Bellooa ; the Divifion of Dinagepore into the Difirids of 
Dtnageporc, of Purneah, of Riingpore, and of Cooch Bahar; the Divifion of Patna into the 
Ditlrid of Patna, of Bcetua, of Sircar Sarar, of Ihrhoot, of Shahabad, of Rotas, andof Ramgurj 
and the Divifion of Chitiagong into the Diftrids of Chittagong and of Tipperah: 

Be It Enaded by the Authority aforefaid, That the laid feverai Divifions and Difirids refpedivcly, 
be hereafter called by the Names the laid Divifions or Diflrids now bear and arc known by: That 
the feverai Cities, Towns, Villages, and Countries, by the faid Prcfidcnt and Council included 
within the faid Divifions and Diftrids refpedivcly, do for ever remain included in the faid Divifions 
and Diftrids to which they have been fo allocicd, and be for ever hereafter confidered refpedivcly as 
Part and Parcel thereof. And be it Enaded by the Authority alorelaid, That there be creded 
and cftablifhcd, and there is hereby ereded and cftabliflied, within each of the Divifions aforefaid 
refpedivcly, One Court of Record and of Revenue ; which faid Courts fhall fevcrally and refpedivcly 
be called, The Court of Provincial Council of Calcutta, The Court of Provincial Council of Moor- 
ihedabad, The Court of Provincial Council of Burdwan, I'he Court of Provincial Council of Dacca, 
The Court of Provincial Council of Dinagepore, The Court of Provincial Council of Patna, and The 
Court of the Provincial Council of Chittagong *, which faid feverai Provincial Councils, and each 
of them, (hall confift of a Prefident and Three Counlcllors, to be from Time to Time nominated 
and appointed out of the elder Servants of the Eaft India Company, by the Governor General and 
Council of the Prcfidency of Fort William in Bengal, or the major Part of them, or in the Abfcncc 
of the Governor General, by the Counfellors of the faid Prcfidency, or the major Part of them : 
And the faid Prefident and Counfellors, and each of ihetn, (hall remain in his or their Office or 
Offices during the Pleafurc of the faid Governor General and Council, or until he or they (hall 
refign the fame, or for juft Caule (hall be removed from the fame, by the laid Supreme Court of 
Judicature, as is hereinafter mentioned : And in cafe of Death, Refignation, or Amotion of any 
Prefident or Counfcllor of the faid Courts of Provincial Council, the Governor General and Council, 
or the major Part of them, or in his Abfcncc the Counfellors, or the major Part of them, dial), 
within Two Months after fuch Death, Refignation, or Amotion, nominate and appoint another of 
the elder Servants of the faid Company to the Office fo vacant, who (hall remain in his Office during 
the Pleafurc of the faid Governor General and Council, or until he (hall refign, or (hall in like 
Manner be amoved. And it is hereby required and commanded, That the laid Four Perfons fo 
refpeftively appointed Judges of each of the faid Provincial Courts, or the major Part of them, do 
ulTemble I'hree Days in every Week at leaft, in fome certain Place to be by them appointed in the 
principal Cities or Towns of the Divifion in which the faid Courts of Provincial Council (hall re- 
fpC(Jtivcly belong; and the Frefidents and Councils of the faid Courts of Provincial Councils rc- 
fpcftively, or any Three Judges thereof, fo alTcmblcd, and at all Times when they or Three of 
them fhall be afTembled for the Purpole ot tranfafting Bufinefs, (hall have, and arc hereby declared to 
liavc, full Power, Jurifdidtion, and Authority to hear, examine, try, and determine, in Manner here- 
after mentioned, all Aftions and Suits concerning any Debt, Duty, Intereft, or Demand whatfoever, 
which hath accrued and arifen, or which (hall hereafter accrue or arife and beccrric due, mediately or 
immediately, to the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, or to any 
S«t. Cl,;. Rep. VI. Z 
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Pcrfon or Perfons indebted to the faid Comoany, from Miy PfirloM refidcnt within the DiviGon to 
which the faid Court of Provincial Council fiiaU belong, or who (hall have been refident there at the 
Time when fiich Caufe of Aftion (hall have accrued j and to fettle, ndiuft, determine, and give Judg. 
ment on all Matters of Account whatfoever, which have accrued or fluul hereafter accrue between fuch 
Perfons as aforefaid, and between any Farmers and Under Farmers, Securities of Farmers or Under 
Farmers, or any other Agents or Officers concerned in the Colledions of the Revenues of the faid 
Company, or between any ofthem, or Perfons indebted to them, who (hall be refident, or lhall have 
been refident when fuch Account accrued, within the faid Divifion i and on any fuch Caufe of AQion 
as aforefaid, it (hall be lawful and competent for any fuch Perfons to whom the fame has accrued, or 
(hall accrue, by himfclf, or for any other Perfon in his Behalf, to prefer to the Court of Provincial 
Council to which the Cognizance thereof (hall beloi^, an Anee, Piaint, or Bill in Writing, contain, 
ing the Caufe of Aftion or Complaint ; which faid Arzee, Plaint, or Bill, (hall, by the proper Officer, 
be hied on Record in the faid Court, and lhall be read in Court on the next Court Day after the 
fame lhall have been preferred, if the Bufinefs of the Court will jKrmiti^ or as fooa after as the faid 
Bufinefg (hall permit : And it is hereby ordered, that the ArzM, Bill, or Compkint firft preferred to 
the faid Court, lhall be (irft Rled, read, and proceeded on ; and if fuch Arace, Bill, or Comptaiat, 
(hall contain any of the Caufes of AAion aforefaid, the faid Court of Provincial Council is hereby au- 
thorized and required to award and ilTue a Summons in Writing, directed to the Serjeant of the faid 
Court, containing a Ihort Notice of the Caufe of A6lion fet forth in the Arzee, Bill, or. Complaint, 
and commanding him to fummon the Party againd whom the faid Arzee, Bill, or Complaint lhall 
have been filed, to appear to anfwcr the faid Arzee, Bill, or Complaint ; which (aid Sumnnons, and 
the Execution thereof, the faid Serjeant (hall duly return to the faid Count end the Perfon or P«r- 
fons fo fumnioned (hall accordingly appear and make Anfwer to the faid Arzee, Bill, or Complaint, 
the Court allowing a reafonable Time tor that Purpofe ■, and after fuch Appearance, the faid Court 
(hall proceed from Time to Time, giving reafonable Days to the Parties, to hear their refpeftive Alle- 
gations, as Jufticc may require, and to examine the Truth thereof, upon the Oath or Oaths of fuch 
competent and credible W iincircs as they (hall refpedlively produce : For which Purpofe the faid 
Court is hereby authorized to award Summons in Writing, commanding fuch Witnefs or Witnefles 
as lhall be required by cither of the faid Parties, to appear and depofe their Knowledge touching the 
Suit and the faid Court is hereby authorized to award a Sum for the reafonable Expences of fuch 
Witnefs or WitncITes, if the Court (hall think fit fo to do, to be levied and enforced againft the Party 
at whofc Suit fuch Witnefs or WitnelTcs (hall have been fummoned, in like Manner to be levied as 
Money recovered by Judgment of the Court } and the faid Court is hereby authorized to adminifter 
to fuch WitnelTcs, Plaintiff and Plaintiffs, Defendant and Defendants, and others whom they may fee 
Occafion to examine, fuch Oaths, and in fuch Manner and Form, as the faid Court lhall effeem moff 
binding on the Confcicnces of fuch Perfons refpcAively : And the faid Court is hereby required to 
reduce, or caufe the faid Depofitions to be reduced into Writing, in the Languages in which the fame 
lhall have been delivered, and to be fubferibed by the fcvcral WitnelTcs refpeftively, with their Names 
or other Mark, and to file the fame of Record : And if any Perfon or Perfons fo fummoned 
lhall wilfully ncgleft to appear, or be fworn, or be examined, or fubferibe their Depofitions, the faid 
Court is hereby authorized to punilh fuch Perfon or Perfons lb refufing or negledling, by Fine, 
Imprifonmenc, or other Corporal Punidiment, not afiefting Life or Limb. And the faid Court is 
hereby further authorized, upon examining and confidering the feveral Allegations of the (aid Parties 
to fuch Suit, or of the Complainant alone, if the Defendant (hall make Default after Appearance, or 
fay nothing, or confefs the Matter contained in the faid Arzee, Bill, or Complaint, and on fuch 
Depofitions aforefaid, to give Judgment and Sentence according to Jufticc and Right, and to award 
fuen Cods to be paid by either or any of the Patties to the other or others, as the Court lhall 
think fit} and the faid Court is hereby further authorized to ilTue a Writer Writs of Execution 
direfted to the Serjeant of the faid Court, commanding him to feize and deliver the PoflelTion of 
Iloufes, Lands, or other I'hings recovered in or by fuch Judgment, or to levy any Sum of Money 
which ffiall be recovered, or any Colls which (hall be fo awarded, as the Cafe may require, by Icizing 
and felling fo much of the Houfes, Lands, or other Effefls, Real and Perlbnal, of the Party againlt 
whom fuch Writs (hall be awarded, as will be fufficient to anfwer and fattsfy the faid Judgment, and 
In Default of EffefVs fufficient to fatisfy the faid Judgment, to take and imprifon the Body of fuch 
Party until he (hall fatisfy the fame, or fuch Part thereof as (hall remain unfatisfied for Default of 
Effefts : And in cafe the Party fo fummoned (liall not appear upon the Return of fuch Summons, 
according to the Exigence of the fame, the faid Court is hereby authorized to award and ifluc a 
Writ or Warrant, direfted to the faid Serjeant, commanding him to feize the Body of the faid Party 
making Default, and to have his Body at a certain Time and Place before the (aid Court, to anfwer 
the faid Arzee, Bill, or Complaint } and in cafe of fuch Arrcft, the faid Court is hereby authorized 
to let fuch Defendant or Defendants out to Bail, on giving fufficient Security, which the faid Court 
is hereby authorized to take, to abide and perform the final Order and Judgment of the (aid Court, 
or fuch ffnal Order and Judgment as (hall and may be given upon any Appeal to be brought in t^ 
faid Caufe, or to furrendcr himfclf to the faid Court, to be charged in Executioa till the faid 
Judgment (hall be fatisfied } and in Default of fuch Bail, or giving luch Security, to deliver fuch 
Defendant or Defendants in Cuftody until he or they lhall have found fuch Bail, or given fuch Se- 
curity, or (hall have Judgment or Sentence given for him or them in fuch Caufe: But if the Caufe 
of Aflion contained in fiich Arzee, Bill, or Complaint, (hall be Ferfenal, (uid of mom Value <kin 
, One 
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One hundred Current Rupcei, and the Pluntiff by Affidavit in Wridngt which Affidavit i$ hereby 
required to be filed of Record in the faid Court, fatisfy the faid Court that the Defendant is truly 
and jufliy indebted to him in a greater Sum than One hundred Current Rupees, or Ihall, by like 
Affidavit to be filed as aforefaid, verify, to the Satisfaction of the faid Court, a Cafe of fuch enor- 
mous Perfonal Wrong, as in the Judgment of the faid Court fhall require fuch Security, the faid 
Court is hereby authorized to award and ilTue, in lieu of the Summons aforefaid, a Writ or War- 
rant, to be directed to the faid Seijeant, commanding him to arreft and feize the Body of fuch 
Pefendut, and^.t^’ have his Body at a certain Time and Place before the faid Court, to anfwcr 
to the fiftd Arzee, Bill, or Complaint i and on the faid Arreft, the faid Court is hereby authorized 
to let out fuch l^fendant or Defendants to Bail.on the like Security, or in Default of fuch Bail or 
Security, to detain in like Manner, and for the fame Time and Purtx>les, as Defendants are direded 
to be detained who (ball not have appeared on the Summons as aforefaid » and if the Serjeant Ihall 
return, either to the Summons or Capias, that the Defendant is not to be found within the Jurifdic- 
tion of the faid Court, and the Rlaiquflp (hall, by Affidavit or otberwife, make Proof, verifying his 
Demand, the faid Conrt is hereby "aotboriaed to award a Writ of Sequellradon, directed to the 
faid Seijeant, commanding him to leize and fequeder the Houfes, Lands, Goods, and EffeCts of 
fuch Defendant, as the faid Court (hall jud^ rcalonable and adequate to the Caufe of AClion fo veri- 
fied, and the fame to detain until fuch Derendant (hall appear, and Ihall abide by fuch Order of the 
faid Court, as if be had appeared on the former Procefs t and the faid Court is hereby authorized^ 
according to their Diferetion, to caufe the laid Goods to be deuined in Specie, or to be fold, and 
to give Day to fuch Defendant by Proclamation in open Court, from Time to Time, not exceeding 
Two Years in she Whole | and if fuch Defendant (hall not appear on the laft Day, which the faid . 
Court (hall, according to the Circumdances of the Cafe, think proper to give, the faid Court is 
hereby authorized CQ proceed, ex parte, to hear, examine, and determine the Arzee, Bill, or Complaintf 
and give fuch Judgment thereon, and award fuch Cods as aforefaid i and if Judgment (hall in fuch 
Cafe pafs for the PlaiotUi^ the faid Court is hereby authorized to award and idue a W rit to the faid 
Serjeant, commanding him to fell the faid Houfes, Lands, Goods, and Effedls fo feized and fequef- 
tered, and to make Satisfaflion out of the Produce thereof to the Plaintiff for the Duty fo recovered, 
and his Cods, and to return the Overplus, if any there be, after fatisfying the faid Judgment, Cods* 
and Expcnces of Sequeftration, to fuch Perfon in wliofc Pofleflion the faid Effedls were feized, or 
otherwife to recover them for the Defendant, as Occafion (hall require i and if fuch Effedls diall not 
be fufficient to produce the Sum fo to be recovered, and Cods, the faid Court is hereby further autho- 
rized and impowered to award and ifTuc fuch Procefs of Execution for the Deficiency, as is before 
provided for levying Money recovered by Judgment and Cods; And if Judgment Ihall pafs in 
this lad-mentioned Cafe for the Defendant, the faid Court is hereby authorized to award or order 
the Cods of the faid Suit, and the £x|>ence of the faid Sequedration, and all the Damage occafioned 
thereby, to be paid by the faid Plaintiff to the Defendant, or his known Vackecl or Agent, or the 
Perfon in whole Poflcfilon the faid Effects were feized, as the Court (hall deem beneficial to the faid 
Defendant, and the fame (hall be levied by fuch Procefs as is hereinbefore provided for levy ingCods. And 
it U hereby ordered and commanded, That the Provincial Dewan, Canongocs, Moulavies, and Pundits, 
of each Province rcfpe^livcly, whenever they fhall be fo required, do petfonally attend at every Meeting 
and Affembly of the faid Courts of the Provincial Council, at all Times when any judicial Bufinels 
(hall be tran(a£ted in tlic faid Courts refpedlively, and fhall anfwcr and rcfolve in Writing, with their 
Names refpeiflivcly Ggned therem, all fuch Quedions as fliall be put to them by the Courts to which 
they Ihall belong j and all Quedions fo propofed, together vyith the Anfwcrs delivered by them, fhall 
be filed and recorded in the faid Court refpeflivcly on a feparate File, to be there kept for that PuTofe 
by the proper Officer of the Court. And it is hereby uirther ordered. That every Arzee, Bill, or 
Complaint, which (hall be preferred to the Courts of Provincial Council refpeclively, and the Pro- 



cceding (hall be, and Ihall be confidered, a Record of the Court. And it »s hereby further Enatlcd by 
the Authority aforefaid, That in sJl Cafes whatfoever wherein any Difference of Opmion Ihall anle m 
the faid Courts of Provincial Council, between the Prcfidcnt and Council, or in the Abfence of the 
Prefident, between the Counfellors, and they (hould happen to be equally di^dcd, then and in every 
fuch Cafe the Prefident, or in his Abfence the Senior Counfellor prefent, Aiall have a Double or 



x^uowu by the Authority - — • i • l 

and there « hereby ereaed and eftablilhed. One other Court of Recofd} 

rcfpeaively (hall be, and (ball be called. The Adawlut Dewanny Z«»ajaut of Calcutu, The Adaw- 
lut Dewanny Zellajaut of Moorlhedabad. The Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut of Burdwan, The 
Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut of Dacca, The Adawlut Dewanny Zc ajaut of 
Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut of Patna, The Adawlut £id ao- 

whicK faid Courts OuU fcvcrally and refpeftively confift of One qc 

pointed by the Governor General and Council, or the Majority of them ,Vthc fa'd Com! 

Governs General by the Majority of ‘he Counfellors. out of the Semor^^^^^^^ 

penv-ilie moft verfant in the Language, Laws, V *8'*. ^ The ^Tudirc of the Adawlut 

Ihall be called. The Judge of the Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut of Calcutta, The Judge of 
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Dewanny Zcllajaut of Moorflicdabaci, The Judge of the Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut of Burdwan Th 
Judge of the Adawlut Dewanny Zcllajaut of Dacca, The Judge of the Adawlut Dewanny ZcllajaiK of 
Dinagepore, I'he Judge of the Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut of Patna, and The Judge of the Adawlu 
Dewanny Zcllajaut of Chittagong •, and lhall remain in the fame until he (hall refign, or (hall fo' 
juft Caufe be amoved from the fame by Sentence palTcd in the Supreme Court of Judicature 
and in cafe of Death, Refignation, or Amotion of any Judge of any Court of Adawlut Dewann 
Zellajaut, the Governor General and Council, or the Majority of them, or in the Abfence of the 
Governor General the Majority of the Counfellors, (hall from Time to Time nominate and an 
point another of the Senior Servants of the faid Company, qualified as aforefaid, in the St^d of 
him fo dying, refigning, or being amoved, to continue in fuch Office until he ftall refign or be 
amoved as aforefaid : And it is hereby required and commanded, that the faid Judge fo appointed 
(ball fet and hold a Court for the Difpatch of the Bufinefs of the Suitors of fuch Court, at a 
Place to be by him appointed within the principal City or Town of the Divifion to which fuch 
Court lhall appertain or belong. Five Days in every Week, or oftener if the Bufinefs of the Court 
(ball require 5 and the faid Courts of Adawlut Dewanny Zellajut (hall have, and arc hereby de- 
dared to have, full Power, Jurifdidion, and Authority, to hear, examine, try, and determine iii 
like Manner as the Courts of Provincial Council arc hereby before direfted, all Suits, Adions, ’and 
Complaints which have arifen, or which (hall or may arife, happen, and be brought or promoted 
upon or concerning any Trefpalfes or Injuries, of what Nature or Kind foever, or any Rents’ 
Debts, Duties, Demands, or Interefts, or Concerns of what Nature or Kind foever, or any Rights’ 
Titles, Claims, or Demands, of, in, or to any Houles, Lands, or other Things, Real or Perfonal’ 
within the Divifions of Moorfhedabad, Burdwan, Dacca, Dinagepore, Patna, and Chittagono, to 
which the faid Courts of Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut (hall rel'pettivcly appertain and beton? 
or touching the PolTeffion, or any (ntcreft or Lien in or upon the fame, and all Pleas, real, per! 
fonal, or mixr, the Caufes of which (hall or may hereafter arife, accrue, and grow, or lhall have 
heretofore arilcn, accrued, or grown, within the faid refpedive Divifions as aforefaid, and acrainft 
any Perfon or Perfons refidcnt in the faid refpedtive Divifions as aforefaid, or who (hall have re- 
fided therein at the Time fuch Caulc of Adion hath or (hall have accrued, or who (hall have any 
Effeds or Eftatc, real or perfonal, within the fame, or againft the Executor and Adminillrator, 
Executors and Adminiftrators, Reprefentative or Reprefentatives, AITignee or Aflignecs, of fuch 
Perfon or Perfons •, lb that it be not lawful or competent to faid Courts of Adawlut Dewanny Zclla- 
jaut, or either of them, to entertain, try, or determine any Complaint, Suit, or Adion, of or con- 
cerning any Debt, Duty, intereft, or Demand whatlbevcr, which hath accrued or arifen, or which 
(hall hereafter accrue or arife and become due, mediately or immediately, to the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, or to any Perfon or Perfons indebted to the 
laid Company, from any Perfons refident within the Divifion to which the faid Court of Adawlut 
Dewanny Zcllajaut (hall belong, or who lhall have been refidcnt there at the Time when fuch Caufe of 
Adion (hall have accrued \ and to fettle, adjuft, determine, and give Judgment on all Matters of Ac- 
count whatfoever which have accrued, or (hall hereafter accrue, between fuch Perfons as aforefaid, and 
between any Farmers or Under-farmers, Securities of Farmers or Under-farmers, or any oihcr Agents 
or Officers concerned in the Colledion of the Revenues of the faid Company, or between any ot them, 
or Pei Tons indebted to them, who (hall be refidcnt, or lhall have been refident when fuch AccQunt 
accrued, within the faid Divifion : Provided neverthelefs, That nothing herein contained (hall pro- 
hibit, or be conftrued to prohibit, the faid Courts of Adawlut Dewanny Zcllajaut, from hearing, 
trying, and finally terminating, any Arzee, Suit, or Complaint whatfoever, made by a Ryot, Hoiilc- 
holder, or Cultivator of the Ground, for any Demand or Execution of Rent made by any Officer of 
the Revenue, or any other Perfon, greater than the Rent which lhall be exprelfcd in the Pottah, by 
which the faid Ryot, Houfeholder, or Cultivator of the Land, (hall hold his Houfes and Lands ; 
nor againft any Perfon indebted to the faid Company, or to any Debtor of the faid Company, ex- 
cept in cafe of a Suit or Suits commenced by the faid Company, or againft fuch Debtor to the laid 
Company, for the Debt due to the faid Company, or the Debtor of the faid Company : And it (liall 
be lawful on any fuch Caufe of Aftion as is herein declared to be competent to the Jurildiftion of 
the Court of Adawlut Dewanny Zcllajaut, for any Perfon having fuch Caufe of Aftion, by himfelf, 
or any other Perfon on his Behalf, to prefer to fuch Court an Arzee, Bill, or Complaint, in like 
Manner as is diredted in Suits to be commenced in the Courts of the Provincial Council, to the 
Court of Adawlut Dewahny Zellajaut of the Divifion in which the faid Caufe of Adlion hath or 
foall have accrued i and the faid Court of Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut is hereby authorized and im- 
powered to proceed in like Manner thereon, and iffiic and award to the Serjeant of fuch Court of 
Adawlut Dewanny Zcllajaut all fuch Summons and Procefs, as well to the Parties as the WitnelTes, 
and in like Manner to enforce the fame, and to allow fuch Expences to, and to proceed againft 
WitnelTes in like Manner, and to tender and examine on fuch Oaths, both Plaintiffs, Defendants, 
and WitnelTes, and to take fuch Bail and Securities for the like Purpofes, and to award and ifl’ue 
fuch Writs of Sequeftration and Execution, and order fuch Sale, and give fuch Judgment, and 
award Cofts, in like Manner, and to do every other Aft and I'hing, which the faid Courts of the Pro- 
vincial Council are hereby authorized and impowered to do. And it is hereby ordered and com- 
manded, That the Provincial Dewan, Canongoes, Moulavies, and Pundits of each Province re- 
fpeftively, whenever they fliall be fo required, do perfo.ially attend at every Meeting and Affembly 
of - the faid Courts of the Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut, at all Times when any judicial Bufinel^ (hall 
be tranfafted in th? faid Courts refpeftively, and (hall anfwcr and refolvc in Writing, with their 

Names 
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Names refpcAiveljr figaed thercK^ all fuch Queftions a$ (hall be put to them by the Courts to which 
they ftiall belwngj and all Qwftions fo propofed, together with the Anfwcrs delivered by them, (hall 
be filed and recorded in the faid Coisrts refpcaivcly, on a feparate File to be there kept for that 
Purpofc by the proper Officer of the Court. ^ And it is hereby ordered and required, That every 
Arzec, Bill, or Complaint preferred to the faid Courts of Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut refpeftively, 
with every Proceeding thereon, be, together with the feveral and refpeftive Dates when fuch Arzee, 
Bill, or Coi«i|riaint was preferred and proceeded on, fairly entered in a Book to be kept for that 
Purpoi, of Record, in the Order and in the Courfe in which the Bufinefs (hall be tranfafted. And 
it is hereby direfted and required. That the faid Courts of Adawlut Dewanny Zellajaut refpeflively, 
do make or caufe to be made, on or before the 5th.Day of every Month, a fair Copy of their re- 
fpeftive Proceedings, together with a Dooquet or Abftraft thereof, containing the Names of the Par- 
ries, the Caulc of Aftion, and exprcfllng for whom the Judgment or Decree (hall have been given j 
and tranfmit the faid Copy to the Prothonotary of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal, for the infpeftion of the faid Court, and afterwards to be kept among the Records of the 
faid Court, and do at the fame Time tranfmit the faid Abftraft to the Court of Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut, there to be kept adiong the Records of that Court. 
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PLAN and Letter of Mr. Francis, refpefting the Collcftion of ilie Revenues, the Adminiftration 
of Juftice, and the Rights of the Zemindars or Landholders. 


Fort William, aad January 1776. 

j . rr’ H E Company, I believe, had conceived an early but erroneous Opinion, that by the Conftitu- 
* tion of the Mogul Empire, the governing Power was Proprietor of the Soil* •, confequcntly, 
that in the Management of their Territorial Acquifitions, they ought not to content themfelves with a 
fixed Tribute as Government, fince they had a Right to engrofs the entire Produce as Landlord. On 
this Principle, which, if true, would not in Prudence have warranted the Practice deduced from it, it 
has never yet been thought necclTary to limit the annual Demand on the Country to any fixed Sum, 
once for all. The general Tendency of the Company’s Inftruftions, and of courfc the profefled Objeft 
of every Settlement here fince our Acquifftlon of the Dewanny, has been to raife the greateft poflible 
Revenue from the Country. The leading Members of each dififerent Adminiftration, in Conformity 
to the Views and Expeftations of their Superiors, feem to have refted their chief Merit with the Com- 
pany on their Succcls in the Purfuit of this Objeft, but to have limited their Views to the probable 
Period of their refpeftive Continuance in Office. A temporary Syftcm provides for immediate Exi- 
gencies only. It was not confidcred, nor was it a Confidcration likely to be regarded by a fluftuating 
Government, that fwcHing the Rent Roll, if not direfted by a perfeft Knowledge of the Rciburccs, 
and a due Attention to the Circumftances of the Country, muft be followed by a general Strain in the 
Colleftions : That fuch a Strain muft be attended by a future Diminution of Revenue, was too obvi- 
ous rot to be forefeen •, but the Effeft fucceeded the Caufe much fooner than was expefted every 
Government endeavoured to make good its Promife to the Company, but having engaged for more 
than.they could perform, they diftrefled and racked the People without accompliffiing their Purpofe. 
TheVruth is, that a nominal Incrcafe in the Jumma has ufually, if not conftantly, been attended by a 
real Decreafe in the Colleftions. By exafting from the Landholder a greater Return than it is poffible 
for him to pay, he is furnilhed with Pretences for paying Icfs than he ought ; or, fuppofing the nominal 
Revenue to be realized for a few Years, yet, if it exceeds that Proportion of the Produce which 


• Note— The inheritable Quality of the Lands is alone fufficient to prove that they are the Property of the Zemindars. 
The Right of the Sovereign i» founded on Conqneft, by which he fuceeeds to the State of the conquered Pnncc. When 
thd Moguls conqurred Beagal, there is no Mention in tny hilloricti Account that they difpoflcficd the Zcmi^ars of their 
Lands ; though It is frequently related, that where they came in to the Conqueror, and lubmittcd to his Government, 
they were received with Marks of Honour, and that Means were ufed to gain and fccurc their Attachment. 

Only Two Motives could have induced the Conqueror to fuch an Ad of Violence ai 
Unds ; Favour, or Money : In the Fird Cafe, his Followers and the Companions of his ViiXory Whuld have been 


IiUely to obttin Poffeflloo of the Lands, fome Traces of whole Defcendanta would be found at 
hi* Objeft, the Muffulmen Hillocians would have made mention of the Sums fo acquired, aathey 
mention the Value of all Acquifitions made by their Kings or Genera s ft is true, the W S“n“ud 

, o, Crams to the Zemindar*, fuppofe them to hold of the Sovereign .> but 

Piftion, of which the Sovereign infaft never pretended to avail himfclf, as confiituting 1 ** 

Pulfiffion. When he grant* Jacquiers, or Land* for religion* Purpofe*. hi* Order u addwfftd to the Zemindar*. „ 
dries and Talookdars f the Land continue* to be deemef a &rt of the Zemindarry, the Sovereign only grants the Rent* 
of it s The Grantee or Jagheerda, never calls it his Zemmdaffy or T.ilookdarry. of Ih. 

In Addition to thefe Proofs, it i* material to obferve, that cne law Admimflration, who difpoflefied mod of the Zeimn- 
dan of the Management of the Lands, conllantly defcribe them as the btniitarj Pr^futun -, and upon this Principle 
al owed them a Penfion or Tyhe of the grof* PioJuce for their Support. 


Sel.Com. Rep. VI. 


A a 


Government 
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Govtrnment (bould demand from the Land, the Exceis can only be made gQod by invading tl-.e 
Suofces of future Revenue. I am convinced it will be found, that for fomc Years palt the Govern 
ment of this Country has been living upon its Capital j that they have annually taken a Portion 
of the exifting Wealth, which ought to have been rclerved for future Production. 

2. Whether it be owing to exceflive Impoiitions, or to an unequal Dillribution, or to an injutii. 
cious Mode of ColleClion, or to the united Operation of thefe Caufes, it is notorious that the Country 
is impoverilhed, and in a great Degree depopulated t yet, with every auxiliary Expcdicnc^t could be 
deviled, or with every Exertion of Rigour that could be enforced by Government, there is not a«fingle 
Year in which the aftual ColleClions have not fallen confidcrably (hort of the Settlement. In thole 
Dirtriras where they have been tolerably kept op, we may obl'crvc a conftant Oftentation of extraor- 
dinary Merit on the Part of the Colleftors, to which they could have no Pretence, if the Service they 
are employed in were not really attended with extraordinary Difficulties. In every other Country, the 
Collection of a Land Tax is one of the fimpielt and cafieft Operations of Government. 

3. Erom the condant Failure in the edimated Produce of the Lands, it is apparent that there 
muft be fome grofs Fallacy in the Sydem hitherto purfued, fince it is not even calculated to anlwrr 
a temporary Purpofe. The permanent Welfare of the People, the moderate but lading Advan- 
tages which the governing Power might continue to derive from that Source, and the future Secu- 
rity of the Acquiliticn itfelf, though often inculcated by the Court of Directors, do not fccm, at 
lead for fomc Years paft, to have been the direCl ObjeCt of the Policy of this Government •, nor was 
it poffiblc they Ihould be lb, when indant Profit, without Regard to immediate or didant Confe- 
quences, was the general Principle of AClion. If any Conclufion may be drawn from FaCls to 
Principles, the Company’s Servants muft be fuppofed to have confidcrcd Bengal as an Eftatc to 
which the Company had no good Title ; which they had no Hope.s of pudeffing long ; and which 
it was their intereft to exhaull and make the mod of while they had it in their Power. I fpeak 
of Public Mcafures only. On what other Principle can we underdand the Committee of Circuit to 
have proceeded ? From the Year 1768 to 1771, the Letters from Bengal were filled with the molt 
urgent and alarming Reprefentations of the Decay of Trade and Circulation, the Depopulation pro- 
duced by the Famine, and the general Decline of the Country ; yet in the Year 1772, the Committee 
made a Settlement for the Dewanny Lands, which jiromiled a higher Revenue, upon the Wliole, 
than they had ever paid in any Period of the Government. The Balances have increafed in a much 
higher Proportion than the promifed Improvement. Pcrfonal Cenfure is not my Objeid. 1 mean 
to expofe falfc Principles both of Policy and Occonomy, in order to difeover and cdablilh tiue 
ones. 

4, The Period at which a new Settlement muft be made is approaching. Seeing, as I do, the 
general Decline of the Country in its Population, Trade, Manufafturcs, and Cultivation, 1 cannot 
content myfelf with propofing a temporary Plan for the Service of a Ytar or Two, or barely ac- 
commodated to the Duration of the prefent Adminiftration. It is cur Duty, perhaps more than 
that of any of our Predcccflbrs, to look forward to a reniua|ter Period •, to eftabliffi fome general and 
permanent Syftem of Policy for the internal Government of the Country, and not to aim at pur- 
chafing immediate Advantages inconfiftent with the Permanency of our Dominion, or at the Hazard 
of rendering it hereafter an ufclefs or burthenfome Acquifiiion to the Mother Country. Such a 
Syftem will equally provide for the immediate Relief and future Profperity of the Natives. They 
have a Claim to our Care and Protedion, which true Self Wifdom will not reje<ft. 

5, It docs not appear to me, that the Firft Queftion refpefting this gre%f acquired Dominion, 
which ought to have preceded all others, has yet been determined j viz. “ On what political 
“ Principle it may be held by Great Britain (whether through the Medium of the India Company 
“ or otherwife) with the greateft poffiblc Advantage, and beft Security of Continuance.” Right, 
Faft, and F'orm are fo manifcftly at Variance, and arc ftill fo ftrangely confounded in almoft every 
Operation of Government, that U is now a I^oubt whether the Subahdar, in whofe Name fome 
Branches of the executive Power are ftill adminiftcred, reprefents the .Sovereign of the Provinces ■, 
or even whether any Sovereign Power has any Exiftence in the Country. The Company’s 
Right, as Duaii, to colleft the Revenues, and to infift on the Payment of Duties (from which they 
tell us they cannot recede) is founded on a Grant from the Emperor. They coin Money in hh 
Name, while they make War and Peace in their own. At the fame Time we have a Supreme 
Court of Judicature refidcnt at Calcutta, whofe Writs run through every Part of the Three Pro- 
vinces in His Majefty’s Name, indiferiminately addreffid to Britiffi Subjcdls, who are bound by their 
Allegiance, or to the Natives, over whom no Right M Sovereignty on the Part of the King of 
Great Britain has yet been claimed or declared. 

(j. While thcletontradidlions arc permitted to fubfift, the adlual Government of the Provinces 
muft continue to w an arbitrary Succeffion of Adis of Power without Right, flowing from different 
Sources, and excluding every Idea of Unity, Regularity, or Syftem. It would be abfurd to propofe 
a Plan fur the internal Settlement ©f the Country, without taking it- for granted, in the Firft 
Inftance, that ere long it will be determined, whether the Natives of Bengal are to acknowledge one 
Sovereign, and be fubjedl to one Government, or whether they arc to be left in their prefent State, 
divided between their native Prince, claiming the Rights of Subahdar, whofe Government, the 
Company tell us, “ they arc engaged by folcmff Stipulation to fupport t” the Emperor, whofe 
Rights as Lord Paramount, inherent in the Cunftitution of the Empire, have been for a Number of 
Years acknowledged by the Company •, the Prefidcncy of Fort William, who hold the Sword by 
Agreement with the Nabob, as they dci the Purfc by Grant from the Emperor; and laftly, a Court 
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of JudicatUiW, exerciftng an unlimited Jurifdidlion through the Provinces, in the Name of the King 
of Great Britain. The Decifion ot this great Quedion mud originate at Home. I do not prcfumc 
to offer an Opinion on a Subjedl fo h above me. 

7, For the Purpofe of forming an internal Settlement, it is fufficient to fuppofe, that the un- 
divided Sovereignty (hall be aflumed and declared by His Majcdy, whether dircaiy and to all 
Intents, or with a Referve of the adtual Government of the Company 1 and that at all 
Events, Ben||^ is to 1 » held as a Province of Great Britain. This I confider as a Fundamental 
Prineij^, wKnout which no Meafurcs taken here can be regular, fydematical, or fecurc. 'I'he 
Sovereignty once declared, the fublequcnt Quedion, viz. “ In what Manner it may be mod ex- 
« pedient toexercife it for the permanent Benefit of the governing Power,” will be relieved of a 
great Part of the Difficulty which now attends it. The Determination of it requiring local Know* 
ledge and Obfervation, fhould therefore originate on this Side. In offering my Opinion on this 
Second Quedion 1 am a^ing ftridlly in my Station, though perhaps with a Degree of Judgment 
and Ability very unequal to the Occafion. 

8. If this great Territorial Dominion had been but newly acquired, or if it were dill open to 
the governing Power to adopt a new Sydem of Mesfures without Reference to Meafurcs already 
taken, my Opinion would be comprized in a very narrow Compafs, Conforming to the Simplicity 
of Eadern Manners, and to the iummary and fimple Principles of Afiacic Policy, 1 fhould not 
hefitute to affirm, that the internal Adminidration fhould be committed to one or mure confidcrable 
Moormen j that Moormen chiefly fhould be employed in the Offices of Government » that the Cul- 
tivation of the Soil fhould be left with the Gentoos, whofc Property it is, and the Revenue fixed 
for evcci that the Zemindars or principal Landholders fliould be aofwerablc for the internal Peace 
and good Order of their refpedfivc Diltri&s i that the Weight of the fixed Rents fhould be heaviclt 
towards the Centre, and lighten gradually as they approached the Extremities of the Provinces \ 
that the Ead India Company, in their mercantile Capacity, fliould go to Market for their Iiived- 
ment with no other Influence or Advantage than that which the luperior Weight of their Purfe 
would naturally give them •, that the governing Power fhould fland Paramount, and hold the Sword 
over the red, watching the Adminidration of every fubordinate Department, contented with a 
grofs but moderate Tribute, proportioned to their ncccffary Expcncc, and guarding the Country 
from being ruined in Detail by Europeans. On thefe Terms, the Natives fhould be left undif- 
turbed in the full Enjoyment of their own Laws, Cudoms, Prejudices, and Religion. On thefe 
Terms, they would as readily fubmit to our Dominion as to any other, nor could it ever be lod but 
by foreign Conquett. 

o. The Moderation of th« Tribute impofed by all the Mahomedan Conquerors, and the Sim- 
plicity of their Method of coHetSfing it, accounts for the furprizing Facility with which they retain- 
ed Poffedion of their Conqueds. The Form of their Government was dcfpotic, but in fad it was 
not oppredivc to the Mafs of the conquered People. In general, they introduced no Change but in 
the Army and in the Name of the Sovereign. With Relped to the Colledion of the Revenues, the 
Sydem of the prefent Government is upon Principle direftly the Reverfe of what it ought to be, 
and I believe, fuch as never was adopted by any other Govcrnmcrit. Indcad of leaving the Ma- 
nagement to the natural Proprietors of the Lands, and demanding from then a fixed Portion of the 
Produce, we take the Management upon ourfelvcs, and pay il>m a Tribute; Government dands in 
the Place of the Zemindar, and allows him a Penfion. ... 

10. Before thefe Provinces arc reduced too low to bear the Operation of any vigorous Mca- 
furc, it will deferve to be confidercd, whether a great acquired Dominion can be retained on any 
other Principle, particularly if fituated at an immenfc Didance from the Scat of Empire ? and al- 
though it may be doubted whether, in the prefent Circumdanccs of the Country, the Government 
of it can be completely eftabliflted, even by the Power of Pailiamcnt, on this fimple Irinciple, it 
cannot be ufelefs to keep the Model in View, and endeavour to approach to it, as near m we are 
able,' in forming a new Settlement for the prefent, until a definitive Arrangement fliall be ‘^*t**’* 
mined at Home, or until foroc Perfon equal to the Trud fhall be inveded with Power to redorc 


the ancient Conditution of the Country, or to give It a new one, . 1 a r> 

11. It cannot be difputed, that Bengal was in a much more flourifhing State during the lad Cen- 
tury than it ever has been under the Englifh Edabliffiment j in forming Confiderations therefore for 
a future Settlement, if the Profperity of the Country be the Medium through which we wifh to make 
the PolTcffion of it beneficial, we fhould endeavour to trace the ancient Policy of its Government, 
and the Methods formerly ufed in colleftingthe Revenues} to difcovcr whether the lame I rinciplcs 
have been adhered to, or how, or at what Time, Alterations have taken place, and whether luch 

Alterations have been difadvantageoos or beneficial to the Country. vi -n/t fmm th* 

12. The following State of Fafts is colleftcd from the Records of the KhaWk, and from the 
Information of fome^of the olded Servants in the Revenue Offices, fupported 

ments. By comparing them with the prefent State and Man^cment ot the Revenues, 
enabled toVeertain and edablifh fbmc fafe and fimple Indituuons fora 

tion. Bengal was fubdued to the Governincnt ot the prclent Mogul Family m the ' 

about The Principle on which he fccurcd his Conqued w« to coneffiate the Minds of the 

native Hmdoos, and to tinitc them as much as pofliblc to his Perfwi and Government ifomc h 
employed in the highed Offices of the State } with others he connected himlelf and bis Family y 

The principal Family of the Rajepont Rajahs Hill claim a Right of marrying one of their Daughter, to th* 
reigning Emperor.** 'Tq 


1 



APPENDIX, NM4. 

To this Policy the Natives aicribe the good Order of Akbar’s Governmenvand the Regard fte 
in the fublcqucnc wScitlemcnt of the Revenues to the Right of the Zemindars, the ancient Pronrier'^^ 
of the Soil. .If ^ 

13. Rajah Toor ell Mull (called by Colonel Dow, Joder Mull) a famous Financier, formed th 
Jummabundy, or Eilablifhrncnc of Rent, for all Hindoftan, and was employed for this PurDof^ 
during Two or Three Years in Bengal. It appears that the Principle of his Settlement was, to Icav'^ 
the Lands to their Proprietors, and to edabliih a moderate permanent Jumma, or Rent, to be 
paid by each of them to Government. The Revenue payable from the whole Soubah, appears b 
the Ayen Akberry (or Conititucions of the Empire under Akbar) to have been One Crorc Forty- 
nine Lacks Sixty-one thoufand Four hundred and Eighty.cwo Rupees Fifteen Annocs and Two 
Pice j which, as it appears from the Records of the Khalfa, differs but little from the Jumma under 
Shujah Cavvn’s Government in 1728 f. The Amount of this AfTcfl'mcnt is almoft a Crorc of Rupees 
lels than the fame Lands were rated at in the late Settlement for the Year ending in April 177^. 
and proves that it was not the Policy of the Mogul Government toengrofsthe Produce of the Lands 
as Proprietors, but that they left a fufficient Proportion to the Zemindars to render their Eftaies valu. 
able to them, after paying the fixed Land Tax to the Sovereign, and to enable them to perform the 
Lvcral Duties annexed to their Rank and Station. 

14. A Roll, or Record, was formed of this Jumma, which in Perfian is called ^umar\ from 
whence the Settlement of Toorell Mull is called the ^umarjumma^ or Rent of the Roll \ Awfil 
or Original Jumma, with Reference to all fubfequent Alterations and Additions. 

15. A Tukfeem^ or Divifion Account of the whole Subah, was formed at the fame Time, Ihcwing 
the conltirucnt Parcs of each Zemindarry, fuch as Pergunnahs, Villages, &:c. with the Proportion of 
the general (^lit Rent payable by each. The Hereditary Office of the Canongoes was eftablifhed to 
keep the Accounts of the "Tumar and Tukfeem. The Authority of ihcfc Records is (till known and 
relpeded. In all Sales and Transfers of Property among the Zemindars, the new Sunnuds are taken 
out on the "-Tumar Jumma. The Jaquires of the Royal Officers, or Munjubdars^ were always granted 
as Portions of this Jumma. The Refum^ or Fees of the Canongoes, are Itill calculate I from thence -, 
and the Tukfeem is referred to, even at the prefent Time, to decide Claims or Difputes reg Jina the 
Limits of Landed Property. The fcvcral Royal Officers appointed for the Government of the C o n. 
try and Collcilion of the Revenue, will appear in the annexed Paper. 

16. 1 he Mode of Collcdtion is well alcertained; the Zemindars paid the Rents themfelvcs for the 
mod Part at the Treafury, When Colledlors were lent on the Part of Government, it was not to 
clifpoilds them of the Management of their Lands, or to dilcover the Amount of their Profits as 
Proprietors, with a View of bringing thofe Profits to the Credit of Government. When fuch 
Officers were fent, it was in confequence of feme Fault in the Zemindar, or Failure in his Rents, to 
levy the Dues of Government by Diftrefs, or temporary Attachment of the Lands. Hence they 
were called Sezawuh^ literally Punijhers, 

17. It is not afeertained whether the Zemindars were required by Government to give Potlabs^ or 
Leaks, to the Ryots when thre Qiiit Rent was cftabliflicd, or whether they gave them of their own 
Accord -, but it is a Faft, that in all the Pottahs which the Ryots either hold or take out to this 
Day, the firfl: 1 hing fpccified is the Awftl^ or original Ground Rent, confidcred as their Proportion 
of the ancient Tukjeemy or Divifion of the Tumar Jumma \ and upon this all other Taxes and Iin- 
pofirions arc calculated, as will be fecn in the I'ranfiation of Ibme Ryots Accounts annexed. 
Thefc Taxes, when permanent, arc called i when occafional, Mutboote, Few of the Pottahs 
fpecify any Term of l.cafe. The Ryot claims a Right of Occupancy in the Ground he tills •, and 
cannot by the Cuftom of the Country be dirpofleilcd while he pays his Proportion of the general 
Rent. 

18. On thefe fimplc Principles the firll Settlement appears to have been madcj and the Records 
of the Klialla ffiew that no material Deviation from them took place as long as the Emperors pre- 
krved their Authority in Bengal, or till the Concliifion of Sujah Cawn’s Government, about the 
Year 1739 or 1740. This Oblcrvatioo is proved by the Account N® 2, which is a Tranflation of 
the Abllraft of an authenticated Account ot the Tumar Jumma for the Bengal Year 11351 or 1728, 
in Sujah Cawn’s Time, on which the Colleftions were then made: The Sum Total of this Kent 
Roll IS One Crorc Forty-two Lacks Forty-five thoufand Five hundred and Sixty-two Rupees, and is 
rather Icfs than the Jumma cftablilhcd under Akbar 


^ Note— “ Mr. Frafer, in his Hiftory of Nidir Shaw, computes the Revenue of Bengal at Fifty Crorc of Dams, in 
** the Reign of Aurengzebe, R* 1,25,00,000.” 

I Note — It may ulcful in this Place to Hate the Succeflion of the Subadirs, from the Appointment of 

8uja Cawn, who fuccccded Jafficr Cawn as Nazim from Delhi in — 1726. 

His Son Sirferauz Cawn fuccccdcd him in the Vl^ear i739> 

but was depofed by Aliverdy Cawn in — 1741. 

Seraji ul Dow la fuccccdcd his Great Uncle, Aliverdy Cawn, in t^c Year — I7S5» 

and was depofed in — — — — I757“8. 

After him Mccr JafHer held the Subadarry till — ^ «« 1760-1 ; 

When he was depofed, and fuccccdcd by CoHim Ally Cawn ; who was himfelf 
depofeJ in ^ — — 1763, 

and Meer Jaflicr icftorcd. 

The Company took Poncftlon of the Devvanny in Ow%hcr — — *7^1* 

19. It 
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tg* It is rcaforttWc to fuppofe that the Soubahdar did at particular Times, and during ConVul^ 
fions of the Government, extort more Money from the Zemindars chan their cllablidicd Quit- Rents i 
But this was cither a temporary A^ of Violence, or occaflonal Sums were obtained by Way of Nuz- 
zirarma^ or Frcc-Gift, and not by an Incrcafe of the Jumma *, to preferve which at its ancient 
Rate, was long confidered by every Zemindar as the molt facred Part of his Tenure , Even at this 
Day the Principle of preferving the Jumma invariable fubfifts, though the Utility of it to the Ze- 
iTjindar hm, been dcftroycd by fubfequent Changes. 

20. Serferauz Cawn, the Son and Succeflbr of Sujah Cawn, was foon cut off by Alivcrdy Cawn, 
whole Government is confidered as an Ufurpation from the Empire, and is the firft Period when 
confidcrablc Infringements appear to have been made on the ancient Kftabliflimcnts. The Wealth 
of the Zemindars in his Time may be judged of by their having aflided him, during his Wars with 
the Marattas, with Free-Gifts to the Amount of a Crorc and a Half of Rupees * ; and there are 
People now living who remember the Zemindars coming to the Poonah with the State of Omrahs. 

21. The Inftitution of this Aflcmbly, or Feftival, called The Poonah^ feems to me to be mifun- 

derftood. It was not a mere Collcftion of Farmers called together to pay their Balances, or to fettle 
their Rent for the enfuing Year •, in this Refpeft little or no Alteration was ever made ; and fup- 
pofing their Rents to have been already in Arrear, it would have been more prudent to the 

Balances on the Spot, than to put the Farmers to the extraordinary Expence of a Journey to 
the Capital. The Attendance at the Poonab was rather an Annual Homage which the Rajalis and 
Zemindars were obliged to pay in Perlbn to the Prince at Muxadavad; as, on the other Hand, the 
Kcllaat was an Annual Inveftiture or Confirmation of their refpeftivc Rights \ it was a Maik of 
Honour at leaft, the giving or withholding of which was then an Inftrumcnc of real Reward or Pu- 
nifhmenc in the Hand of the Prince. It would not be lb at prefent, bccaufc the Zemindars arc for 
the mod Parc reduced too low to be influenced by Motives of Honour or Difgrace. On the whole, 
the Ceremony of the Poonah had much more the Appearance of a liege Lord and his ValTals than of 
a Landlord and his Tenants. 

22. In Aliverdy Cawn’s Time, and during that of his Succeflbr, Serajah ul Dowlah, the Fird con- 
fjdcrable AboabSy or permanent Taxes, were added to the Jumma, thereby fwelling the Rent Roll 
and increafing the Ground Rents; for as thefe were aflfcfled on the Zemindars, they collected them 
attain from their Tenants, and ufually levied more on that Pretence. By thefe Means every oc- 
cafional Tax became permanent and univerfal, and a Caufe of Grievances much greater th»in any 
Benefit the Government derived from them. 

23. The Account, N'’ 5, points out the State of the Jumma of that Part of Bengal now called the 
Dewanny Lands ; didinguiftiing, Fird, the Awfuly or original Quit Rent, as it dood in Sujah CaWn’s 
Time, with the Appropriations of it ; Secondly, the fevcral Aboabs, or Additions made to it by 
Aliverdy Cawn and Serajah ul Dowlah ; Thirdly, the Article of Kiffyer, or Profit, for which the 
Country is partly indebted to Aliverdy Cawn, but chiefly to Cofllm Ally. This arifes from the 
Dirtcrcncc between the ancient Jumm# and collefting on the Hujtaboody or adual Valuation of the 
Didribt. 

24. Coflim Ally's Government is univcrfally allowed by the Natives to be the Period when the 
ancient Edablilhments and the Rights and Property of the Zemindars were fird Ibaken, and in 
a great Degree overthrown. He is edeemed an able Accountant, and to have confidcrablc Know- 
ledge in the Detail of the Colleftions. But it required no great Extent of Information to know, that 
more Money might be drawn from the Country, for a few Years at lead, by collc(ding the whole 
Produce by his own Officers, than by continuing to receive the edabhflied Rents from the Zemin* 
dars. His Principle is faid to have been, that whatever the Ryots paid fhould be the Property of 
Government ; thereby totally excluding the Zemindars. His Officers afted accordingly. Their 
Fear of him was fo great, both from his Skill in Accounts and the Rigour of his Government, that 
his Orders were punctually obeyed ; fo that, partly from the direCt Produce of the Lands, and 
partly by Fines and Confifeations, it is believed that for Two Years he drew almod double the 
ancient Revenue from the Country. His fhort Adminidration may rather be deemed a regular 
Pillage than a Sydem of Government f. He ruined almod all the wealthy Families in the Country, 
maflfacred great Numbers, particularly fuch as had any Talent or Reputation in Bufinefs ; and, 


• Note-- It is a well known Story, that Aliverdy Cawn fent for Rajah Ramnaut, a^cd 

pore, and told him that the DillreflV, of his Governmen^t made it neccfi^iry to apply lo him for 

him wh.at Sum he wanted ? and the Nabob fixed hi5 Demand at Twelve Lacks of Rupees. This bum he Rajah gave 
him an Order for upon the Spot, payable by the Sects. A Pecition wa. 

retting forth that he had not paid for the VvauaL fupplicd to himfclf and his b amdy at the City Three or hour Yean ago | 

which was found to be true.” j »ii 

t Note— Some of the principal Perfons murdered by ColTim Ally . 

The Rov Rovan Omeide Roy. a famous Muttafuddie his Son Roy Mdtiny Loll. Ucw.m of 
terrah ; Rajah Modarry Loll, plundered only. 
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to conclude the Scene, carried off an immenfe Treafure with him, when ^jriven out of the 
Country, 

25. The Interval between the Expulfion of Cofftm Ally &nd our Acquifition of the Dewanny was 
very (horc. It may not be improper to confider the State of the Country at that Period, and the 
Difadvantages which unavoidably followed from its paffing under a Foreign Government. 

26. It mull: be evident from the preceding State of Fads, that when the Dewanny was ceded 
to the Company, the Country was already in a very reduced Condition. A quick Suc;et<^jjpof Wars 
and Revolutions, a Foreign Influence prevailing both in Matters of Government and Cortlmcrcc, the 
Drain of large Sums of Money carried away by Individuals, or by the Company, for the Supply 
of their other Settlements, had undoubtedly contributed to impovcrilh Bengal. The ancient Ella- 
bliflimencs were overthrown, great Numbers of the Zemindars were difpoflefled and reduced to 
Beggary, and the greater Part of the wealthy Families and People of Reputation and Ability in Buli- 
nefs, cut off, or brought to Ruin, In fuch a State of Poverty and Decay, the wifeft internal Ella- 
blidimcnts and mod lenient Mcafurcs feemed ncccffary to prevent the approaching Ruin of the 
Countiy, efpecially as all its commercial Refourccs were in future likely to be cut ofF. Inftead of Im, 
ports of Treafure from Europe, a Tribute was actually required from hence. Large Sums in Specie 
were fer^ out. The Wealth formerly enjoyed by the Natives, and diffufed by an equal and con- 
flant Circulation through the Country, was engrofled by Foreigners, who cither exported it dircftly, 
or, by fupplying the other European Faftories, made it unncccffary even for them to import Bullion] 
for providing their Inveftments, 

27. The Acquifition of the Dewanny was attended with another ruinous Confequence to the 
Country. In order that the Eaft India Company might avaj^ themfelvcs of their increafed Revenues, 
it was neceffary their Invcllment (hculd be enlarged at once from 20 or 30 to 60 and 70 Lacks of 
Rupees annually. This could not be fuddenly done without a Monopoly of the Manufaflures ; nor 
a Monopoly fupportecl but by numerous Servants and, Agents, armed with Authority, which caufed 
great Oppreflion of the Manufafturers, and has been felr, with other Caufes, both in the Qiialiiv 
and Price of every Article to the prefent Time. By this Monopoly, the Indian Markets were ex- 
eluded from (haring in the Produce of Bengal, and driven to clIablKh Manufafturcs at Home, of 
Articles which they formerly received from hence ; confequently Bengal was deprived of its Returns 
both from the Indian and European Markets, and its Rcfource cut off on every Side. 

28. In this declining State of the Country, it is fclf evident that even ibc moderate Revenue 

which was before collefted with Eafe, and left ample Sources for the Maintenance of the Landiiolders, 
mull become a Rack Rent, and a grievous OpprelTion to the Tenants, and could not be realized 
without addiiional Taxes, Schemes, and Expedients, and the Ufe of^rig^ous Methods; Yet it was 
equally apparent, that the Ufeof fuch Means could not fail to depopulate the Country, diminilh the 
Quantity of Lands in Cultivation, and annually accumulate the Burthen on the remaining Tenants, 
and on fuch Lands as n)ight be continued in Tillage, till at length all perfonal Wealth being drained 
out of the Pockets of the People, a rapid and fcnfible D^(;ljj||^, the Forerunner of a general Stop 
or Bankruptcy, would be felt in every Part. An Apprehenfion of thefe Confcqucnccs, however 
obvious, docs not appear to have influenced the Meafures of any Adminiilraiion fince the Colledtion 
of the Revenues was obtained for the Company. Their Servants who made the Acquifition, were 
themfelvcs dazzled by its Imporrance, and thought thejf could net reprefent it in too advantageous 
Terms. The luccceding Adminiflration forefaw the Lofs of their own Credit, if they fuffered tlic 
Objeft to wafle under their Care. The lail and nioft unjuftifiable Meafure of all, was that which 
propofed a Plan to increafe the Revenue while the Country was periihing, and which the Projedors 
of it mufl: have left to be executed by the prefent AckiiiniRration. ^ 

29. When the Company took Poffeifion of the Dewanny, their Servants were unacquainted wiih 
the Confiitution of the Country, the Mode of colleding the Rents, or what had been the Amount 
of the former Revenue. In making the Firft Settlement, they feem to have had no Rule in View, 
but providing for the Demands of Government at any Kate, and colleding as great Surplus as 
puflible. At jthe fame T’ime, or very foon after, the Neceffities of the Company at Ho^ie produced 
Cendant Orders to increafe the inveitment almoft to the Amount of the Revenue of the Dewanny 
Lands, and much beyond tl;c Produce of the Manufadlurcs. 

30. That Period of Delirium, during whiih it was afferted by fome, and believed by many, that 
the Refourccs of Bengal wcie inoxhauitible, will long be remembered in England. Ir is not won- 
derful that the Rcprclentatives of the Company (hould endeavour to afl up to the Promifes of their 
Prcdcccflbrs, and to the Prejudices of their Employers, amd to aim at Increafe of Revenue, which 
they faw was the only Merit con(iclcicd at Home*, bcfidcs that it is in the Nature of (hortdived 
fluduating Adminidrations, to provide for the Demands of the Day, without Regard to the Difficul- 
ties they entail on tfifeir Succeffois. 

31. For the Juftice of thefe Obfervacions I appeal to the annexed Rent Roll, N® 5, on which the 

Settlement for the Dewanny Lands tor^ iytO was formed j that is, immediately on the Clofc of a 
Civil and Foreign War, and when Coffnn Ally had (Iript the Provinces of all the Wealth he had y 

been able to collcdt, and carried it away with him. This Settlement appears to be nearly an Aggre- 
gate of the original and all the fubfequent Taxes, with a great Part of the Article of Kiffcyer, 

or Profit, brought on by Aliverdy Cawm, and Coffim Ally’s CalTcdions. It docs not amount to the 
pi/ire Aggregate of all thefe Articles, becaiifc feveral Diltrifts had fallen (hort in thcir Huftabood, 

3 





appendix 


Hi 


orailual Produce, fine*,. ihofe Collcftions were made; yet, whenever the NecefTity of the Cafe re- 
quired Abatements, or when Deficiencies happened from the Poverty of tiie Country, Increafes were 
foiipht for to make up for them, wherotor Property was ruppoled to exift: Upen an Averac^e, the 
Revenue adletted for the firlt Years of the Dewanny, exceeds what was ever brouj^lu to Credit in 
Aliverdy Cawn s 1 ime, when the Country was in a flourifliing Condition. 

32. The M^c of collcfting the Rents from 17^,6 to tjhq, U ot itlelfa ftrong prerumptive Proof 
of the gen«ral#cdu(ftion ot the Country. As the greater Pait of the Zemindars were ruined and 
dilpofleired of tnc Management ot their Lands, and there were few People ot Rank and Family left, 
or of thofc who had tbimcrly held high Employments ; Inch as there were, looked for large Profits, 
which the Country could not afford them and pay the Rents alCo : People of lower Rank were there- 
fore of Ncccffity employed as Aumih, or Colicdors, on the Part of Government. Thcle People- 
executed a Contraft for a (tipulated Sum for the Diltrift to which they were appointed, and in efiert 
may be confidcred as Farmers of the Revenue. They then proceeded from tlie Sud/ier, or .Seat of 
Government, to the Diftrids, to fettle with the Zemindars and Tenants for the Revenue they had 
engaged to pay. If the Rents already eliablifhed afforded a fudicient Produce, they had the lefs 
Occalion to lay on Aboab, or Muthote\ if not, they were compelled to have Recourfe to tliele Expe- 
dients. As the Country became poorer, and the Lands lefs cultivated, Taxes of couife were mul- 
tiplied, to make good the Agreement with Government, until the Ryots, finding the Demands made 
upon them annually accumulating, fought various Expedients for procuring or extorting Abatcment.s 
in the Awfil, or original Rent. A timid People have no Defence again It Opprcffion but Fraud. It 
is n 'W the Ufage in fcveral Diftrids for the Ryot to extort Abatements at the Beginning of the 
Year, and the Farmer to levy a Muthoie in ligu of it when the Harvett is upon the Ground. 

33. During the firft Years of the Dewanny, while upon the whole there was Produce to anlwer 
the accumulated Demands of Government, the Revenue, though not tntire, came in by fomc 
Means or other ; as one Place failed, Affets were found in another ; Contraftors on the Srarcli for 
Employments, hunted out every cafual Improvement of the Lands ; for which, if the Incumbent 
was unwilling to pay an increafe to Government, they were ready to take the Trouble from him. 
In many Inllances the State of the Lands has been mil’rcprcrcnted, for the mere Purpofe of Funploy- 
ment and Poffeflion, .and Increafe offered on Paper for Lands, where in faiff there were no Affets 
to pay them ; yet the Natives did not (uffer lo univerfilly in the Beginning of our Government as 
they have done fince, becaufe many of them enjoyed Offices, the Emoluments of which they fpent 
in the DiftriAs, and thereby gave Bread toothers. The Revenues were alfo I’upported from external 
Sources, fuch as Loans from the Shroffs to the Zemindars, and the Abcab FcuzJarry, or Eines in 
the Criminal Courts, which haste been fince aboliflied. The above Loans, contriRled to pay the 
Demands of Government, were fwept into the 1 real’ury, and have never been rej^aid, 'I'his Fadt 
fhews, that even whrte the Rents were paid, it was not entirely from the Produce of the Lands. 

34. I have heard that Mahomed Reza Cawn was fenfible of tlie Decline of the Country, and of 
the fatal Confcqucnce of keeping up thes||R^vcnucs on this opprefl'ive Syffem ; and that he fre- 
quently recommended, in his Difcourles with the Members of Adminillration, that a more moderate 
Rent (hould be fixed, and the Country relieved. I find that Mr. Becher, when Kcfident at the 
Duibar, was fenfible of the true Caufes of the Decline of the Country, and reprefented them in his 
Letters to the Selcdf Committee. He propofed a more libcr.il Plan for the Provifion of the Inveft- 
ment, recommended the employing of the Zemindars, and made it his conllant Argument that 
fomething (hould be left for the Natives. But the Rcfourccs of the Country being tliought at that 
Time much greater than they have fince proved, and a ftrong Prejudice operating againft Maliomcd 
Reza Cawn and his Officers, who were ful'pcfled of concealing the true Value of the l.ands, and 
peihaps might be guilty ot fome Embezzlement, a general Opinion prevailed tliat a greater Re- 
venue mtght be colledled by employing Company’s Servants in the Det.iil ; tliat the Decline was ow- 
ing I'olely to the Opprcffion of Mahomed Reza Cawn and his Officers, and not to the true Caufes, a 
Rack Rent and general Failure in the Refourccs of the Country, which forced the Minillers to rnakc 
life of every Expedient to anfwer the Expeftations of the Company. This Decline being univer- 
fally perceived in the Year 1768 and 69, ihouih the Caufes were not generally underftood or ad- 
mitted, occafioned the Appointment of the Supervifors. The declared Purpofe of it was to inform 
the Adminiltration of the aiftiial Condition of the Provinces, their 1 rade. Mode of tollciffing their 
Rents, the Adminiftration of Juftice, and other capital Objefls. From thefe Materials it was pro- 
pol'ed to form a general Plan for the future Government of the Country. Suppofing this to have 
been the Objeft of the Meafurc, and that proper Perfons could h.ive been found to carry it into 
Execution, the Advantages that might have been obtained from it are obvious. It was chiefly com-- 
niitted to younw Men, with Powers, whether granted or affumed, much greater than were neceflary 
for the Purpofe of obtaining Information. Every View of this Kind, however, wait laid alldc when 
the Council of Revenue went up to the City immediately after the Conclulion of the F’aminc; and 
although that dreadful Calamity, in Addition to the other Dillrcflfes of the Country, had (wept away 

/ near One- third of the Inhabitants, and the Poverty of the Natives was every ^ art except 

Calcutta, the profeffed Objedofthat Board was to procure an Increafe of the Revenue, by diicovcring 
the latent Advantages ftill enjoyed by the Zemindars, and reducing the Allowances to the native O - 
ficers; that is, by taking away fo much more of the Bread of People already reduced to palpable 
Mifcry. The Information derived from the Refearches ot the Supervilors was applied to this I ur- 
pofo only. In Ibme refpeas their Accounts contributed to promote it, as the Supervilors in generA 
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aimed at procuring Iluftaboods (Valuations of the whole Rents) which of courfc included 

the Profits of the Zemindars, Farmers, Talookdars, &c. A Knowledge of the Produce was in gene- 
ral followed by an Effort to fweep the Whole of it into the^rcafury, with little or no Confideution 
of the particular State of each Diftn(fl:, or whether the Trade and Imports of it were likely to fur- 
nilh permanent Kefourccs for fuch Remittances. 

35. Mr. Middleton’s Letter quoted in the Appendix, the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at 
Moorlhcdabad, and the Settlement of 1178, the only one made by that Board, prove j||^ond Difputc 
that they adled on the Principles 1 have aferibed to them. An Incrcafc was made of near Eleven 
* Lacks of Rupees in the Dewanny Lands, although a Balance had remained of Eighteen Lacks f 
on the former Settlement, and the Country was but Juft emerged from the Mifcrics of the Famine, 
This Settlement, however, was collcfted with a Degree of Rigour and Exaftncfs^hich called 
loudly, but in vain, for Mercy and Relaxation in the fubfequent Affcflrnents. 

36. The profeffed Objc£k of the Committee of Circuit, whole Settlement fuccceded in 1179, was 
ftill Incrcafc of Revenue. It is a Angular Faft, and well worth Obfervation, that it was the Mifejy 
of the Country, and the general Diftrefs of all Ranks of People, which enabled them to eftablilh an 
increafed and incrcafing Revenue for Five Tears*, I mean upon Paper, The State of the Country 
was then fuch, and there were fo many People in dclperatc Circumftanccs, and out of all Employ- 
ment, ready to fign any Engagements for mere prefent Bread, that it is no Wonder, when the Rents 
were put up to public Auftion, if nominal Incrcafc were obtained, and the Lands bid up beyond 
their real Value, for the foie Purpofc of keeping or obtaining the Pofleffion of them. Had this Set- 
tlement been collefted with all the Severity which the Cuftom of the Country, And the Agreements of 
the Farmers allowed, of Ncccffity would have driven the Farmers to have fallen upon the Ryots 
with fuch Rigour and Diftrefs, that a general Bankmptcy and univerfal Depopulation of the 
Diftri^ts, muft have been the immediate Confcquencc. 

37. I prefume the Remiflions and Balances from the Provinces fince April 1772, do not amount 
to Icfs than a Crorc of Rupees \ and it may be faid, that Balances not rxaded, or a moderate Rent 
demanded in the Firft Inftance, arc eventually an equal Relief to the Landholders \ but in EffccT: the 
Difference is very great both to the Country and to Government, It would have been happy for the 
Country, and no Lofs to Government, if the Settlement had not been made for a greater Sum than 
has been actually collcdted (chough I do not fay that even this is not more than the Country can 
fupport) \ the Landholder, whether Zemindar or Farmer, would then have forefeen the ^fobability 
of making good his Engagements, and keeping his Farm. To excite Induftry there muft be a Pro* 
fpeft of Succefs \ but if a Balance muft at any Rate be incurred, it becomes indifferent to the 
Landholder to what Amount he is indebted to Government, or ra(jhcr it is his Intereft to incur a 
large Balance than a fmall one. He collcfts as much as he can from the Ryot, and pays as little as 
he can to Government; at the worft, he can but lofc his Farm, in which her has no permanent 
Intereft, and which, when he has had it a Year or Two, is no longer worth keeping ; in the mean 
Time, the high Rent he ftands engaged for, furniflies with Pretences of oppreffing the Ryots, 
and for protefting againft any Interpofition of Government in their Favour : The Defertion of 
the Ryots, the l.ofs of Cultivation, and general Depopulation of the Country, flow direftly from 
this Source. On the other Hand, the immediate Conlequcnccs to Government, from Taxes without 
Produce, arc obvious ; New Burthens laid on the Subjefl:, an additional Expcncc of CoHcflion, 
but no additional Receipts in the Treafury, and pit>bably a real cftablilhed Expence proportioned 
to an eftimated Revenue. 

38. From the preceding State of Fads collefted from the Records, it appears, that the Company 
have levifd higher Rents tronfi this Country, wbilft labouring under the greateft DifadvantagCi, than 
it ever paid to the Emperors in its moft flourifhing Condition, when the principal Part ol the Re- 
venues were fpent within the Provinces, and the Remainder went no farther than Delhi, 

39. I think it equally apparent, that under our Adminiftration, the Defire of Incrcafc, invariably 
and inflexibly purfued, is the Ruin of the Country, and ere long will be found the worft Occonomy : 
Secondly, That the Mode of levying the Rents has been defedive, chiefly for Want of a fixed Jiinima 
or Quit Rent for each Zemindarry, which has rendered the Lands of no Value from their precarious 
Tenure, and taken away the only Incitement to improve them. The adual Employment of Parmers 
and Contradors, while Penfions are given to the Zemindars, has been a farther Caufe of Opprel- 
fion to the Ryots, and of courfc oT Depopulation, by incrcafing the Number of Perfons to 
be fupported by the Farm, and throwing the Profits, if any, into the Hands of Strangers, 
chiefly refident at the Capital, inftead of leaving them to circulate through the Zemindars to their 
Tenants. 


• liAtc, Nett Revenue for the Bengal Year 1177, 
D® for D* U78, 

Incrcafc for 1178, — Rup* 10,85,675 
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t Note, Sicca Rupees 18,38,661. 4 2. 3. 

Vide Letter from the Council of Revenue, 
r I. Alexander, 


Signed 


U Lawreli, 
Graham, 

. Lambert. 
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40. Thirdly. The Counj^y Iiaving been greatly iaipoverifticd, anJ ituicH lefs Land cultivated dull 
heretofore, 'I'axcs are of courle muliiplietl on what remains in a State of 1 ilUgp ; which mufl 
enhance the Price of all Articles produced, as well Ncccfiaries of Life as raw Materials for 
Manufacture. There is no other Way of accounting for a KaCt which contradidls the common 
Principles by which the Price -of Things, or the Proportion between Money and the Things it rc- 
prefents, is ulually determined. It is notorious, that Manufadtures, and all other Articles, arc much 
dearer now than when the Couniry abounded in Specie. In the ordinary Courfe of Things the 
Reverfe, pughc to be true *, in Bengal it is not true, becaufe the heavy Exaiflions of Government 
conipcl ihc Farmer to raile the Price of his Produce, and the Manufadlurer of his L.abour j and 
their Standard regulates the f.xpencc of every other Rank of Life. 

^.i. Fourthly. The Lands and their Rents being open to the Propofals of every Adventurer, and 
all Improvements made in them eagerly hunted alter, cither for the Purpofe of immediate Incrcafe, 
or to fi^ply feme Deficiency ; it became the Intereft, and as I am well aifured has bee« the inva- 
riable Pradice of the Zemindars, to depopulate their Lands, and to lefien the Value of them to Go- 
vernment i fince every Improvement not only fubjeded them to a prefent increafed Demand, but 
alio to have their Junima or cftablilhed Rent raifed. 

41, Fifthly. The Zemindars being thus made the Enemies of Government, have in general been 
removed from the Management of their Lands j but they have retained an Influence over the Te- 
nants, partly by being tlieir hereditary Mailers, and partly from the Expedation which the latter 
entertain of falling again under their Authority. This Influence they employ to embarrals Govern- 
ment, by making private Colledions for themfclvcs, raifing Complaints againll the Farmers, and 
putting their Ryots to Flight during the Seafon of the Colledions. 

^ 43. Sixthly. The fame Caulc which makes the Zemindars Enemies to Government while out of 
Employment and fubfifting on their Penfions, has made them rapacious and unthrifty Farmers when 
they^have been admitted to a temporary Management of tlieir Eftates-, yet the Fault is not in ibemt 
but in Government, which, by adopting falfe Principles of Policy, forces its Subjeds to ad upon 
falfe Principles of (Economy. It is unreafooable to exped that they, or any other Farmers, fliould 
hazard the immediate Lofs and Expence from which alone a great future Return can be derived, 
without a permanent Intcrefi and Security, and in the Face of an arbitrary Taxation, too likely to 

incrcafe with the Improvement of the Ellate. n c % • r\ \ • . 

Seventhly. The Lands being on the Whole aflefled at the utmou of their Produce in the molt 
favourable Seafons (though in fome Places particular Perfons may have been favoured with beneficial 
Lwfes) and all the cxilting Wealth drawn out of the Pockets of the People, it follows that Govern- 
ment mult depend for its Income by the precarious Events of Seafon, Sale of Harvells, and good 
Manaecincnt in the Farmers and Colledors. The Ryot having nothing, and never cxpeding to 
gain any Thing, cultiva«6s the Soil from mere Neceflity, and no more of it than will lupply a bare 

lubfillence for himfelf and his Family. • r m .,1 u , 

4c Eightiy. I am alTurcd that the Jummabundy, or Rent Account, of every individual Ryot, 
is io confufbd by accumulated Taxes on the Part of the Farmers, and Abatements taken in the 
Awful, or original Rent, by the Ryot, that perpetual Pretences are open to each Party, for the latter 
to cheat, and the former to opprcl^^, The Pottahs or Lcafes are fo vaned and fu 1 of Lontufion, that 
when Complaints arc made, the ablcft Muttaluddy of the Khalfa cannot tell who is ftriaiy in the 
Right. The Neceflity of keeping up the Revenue generally obliges Government to lupport the 

this unfavourable Reprefentation of the aftual State of Bengal be not greatly exaggerated, 
it mull be confclTed that this Government is furrounded with Difficulties, in which pcrJiaps no 
future Chokjc of Mcafures may be entirely free from Objedion. Wc fee the Neceflity of relieving 
the Countrr at the fame Time that wc have Expcnces to fupport, which, on ihe.r prelent booting, 
no Management can reconcile to a confiderablc Diminution of real Revenue ; neveithclcls, wc are 
nltyci hope, reduced to the C^ueftion, Whether we lhall lupply ourimmediatc Wants by llraining 
the Ll Droif from the Vitals ofthe People, or incur fome prelent Inconvenieiuies, by leaving it to 
S „ I of t£ Count,,! All viftbk anJ .vo..tl Itaponm a, 11,11 1. 

. SSd for, oven upon a literal Eftablilhmonr, conOOcntl, «,,b a raatuml Italufl.on ,,, ,te Jomma 
of the Provinces, partknlarly of tbe Dewanny Unds. The Relief to the Countiy will be teal , the 

fl.™. ■1>»< ‘his i. the profe^ «f 

the^’^te Adniinillration, though they afted in dired Contradidion to it ; I mean Meffieurs Middle- 
ton Vanfutart Dacres, and Barwcll. The Governor General himfcll propoles to form a new Stc- 
ton, Vanimart, ua Y^a^rs adual Colledions ; and (in .ucouining tor the extra- 

tlemcnt on a Medium of h the Settlement made by the Committee ot Circuit) 

3tct?t?dite“ff /eknowl Vent of 

and ofthe Neceflity of reducing the whole Jumma _^,^aance which, “ they fay. 

“ r te'firf" 

“ 7.'‘ IiMwoit'iding a Relief to the Country, 1 tio no, fpeak of a temporary RemilTion, left open 
Sbl. Com, Rep. VI. ** 
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to an arbitrary Increafe of Demands on future Improvements. The Jufinia once fixed muft be j 
Matter of I’ublic Record : It mull be permanent and unalterable ; and the People muft if 
poflTiblc, be convinced that it is fo. This Condition muft be fixed to the Lands themfclves,' in. 
dependant of any Confideration of who may be the immediate or future Proprietors. If there be 
any hidden Wealth ftill exifting, it will then be brought forth, » a’nd employed in improving the 
Land, becaufe the Proprietor will be fatisfied he is labouring for himfelf. 

49. The Execution of a Plan formed on thefe Principles, will now undoubtedly be attended 

with Difficulties j but thefe, whatever they are, muft be faced and overcome. In my Opinion, the 
Alternative is Ruin. ’ 

50. The following is the Plan on which I would recommend it to this Govemmint to pro- 
ceed. The whole Demand upon the Country, to commence from April 1777, fliould be founded 
on an Eftimate of the permanent Services which Government muft indifpeniably provide for^ under 
the great Heads of Civil and Military EftabliJhments, and Inveftment, with an Allowance of a 
reafonablc Referve for Contingencies. I know not for what juft or ufeful Purpofe any Govern- 
ment can demand more from its Subjefts 5 for unlefs Expcnces are created for the exprefs Purpofe 
of abforbing the Surplus, it muft lie dead in the Trealury, or be embezzled. If there be not 
Vigour and Refolution enough to adhere to an Eftablifhment formed on fuch an Eftimate, no Plan 
of Reformation can fucceed. The Faith of Government may be pledged to the Landholders, but 
Ncceffity will oblige them to break it. The Eftimate (N* 9) with the Explanation annexed to it, 
will, I piefumc, be thought fufficiently liberal: For the fame Services in Europe, it would be 
thought enormous. To this I would propontion the whole Demand upon the Provinces, and fix 
it for ever ; including the newly. acquired Revenue of Ghazipore. But the Habits of this Govern* 
ment, in carrying the real Expence of the Company beyond all Bounds of Eftimation, are fo in- 
veterate, that it might ftill be dangerous not to leave a coniHerable Latitude for the unavoidable 
Continuance of their Operation. The unappropriated Surplus which appears on the Face of the 
Eftimate, clears all Difficulties and obviates ail Objeiftions. 

51. In diftributing the Aflcffimcnt, let every poffiblc Relief be given to the Dewanny Lands, 
which, by their diftant Situation from the Scat of Govcl-nmcnt, and the prefent great Poverty of 
the Inhabitants, require it moft. Let particular Regard be had to the diftant Provinces, and to 
thofe which have few Refourccs from Commerce and Manufaftures. In our prefent Circumftances 
we have no fafer Rule to diredt us than the aftoal Receipt of the Three laft Years, becaufe they 
beft fliew the .-idtiial State of the Lands ; pofllbly the Medium of thefe Receipts (with fomc Relief 
where they have been too feverely collcfted) may not be an oppreffive Rent, when aflefted on the 
Zemindars themfclves, and an End is put to the intermediate Profits of the i^armers and Se- 
curities *. 

52. I do not doubt that there will be confidcrable Inequalities in an '“jAflcffmcnt formed upon 
this Principle. But I'uppofing the Sum Total unalterably fixed, I do not think this anlnconvenicnce 
to be regarded : It is not regarded in England, neither is it to be remedied but by thffftridl Execu- 
tion of a Meafure which I would never recommend. I mcxhjk Huftabood or aAual Meafurement 
and Valuation of the whole Produce. Since we already knoipr’What the Country will pay, a Hnfia- 
hood can only ferve to alarm the Zemindars and Ryots. Many Agents muft be font into the Coun- 
try to obtain fuch an Account, and Government muft depend entirely on their Skill and Integrity 
for its being accurate. A IJuJtabood ought to be an aftual Valuation of all the Rents drawn from 
the Lands ; but by the Failure of fome Tenants, the eiK^ Amount of it is fcldom colleSed: If 
accurate, therefore, it is too much to draw from the Diftridls. Hitherto, where a Difeoveryof the 
Whole poffiblc Produce has been made, it has only ferved to awaken the Cupidity of Government, 
and to lead them into Errors, in fet^ing the Rents. The Revenue aftually paid for Three Years 
pad will be fufficient for forming the general Aflcffirtient of the Provinces. The^articular Af- 
leffinent of each Diftrlft, and Diftribution of the general Remiffion, which the prelent Plan pro- 
poles, makes Part of the Detail, and will require the Affiftance and local Information of the Gentle- 
men on the Spot. 

5^. When the grofs Sum to be levied from the Country is determined, as well for the Revenue 
as all Cliarges incident to it, each Zemindarry Ihould be aflefled its Proportion according to the Rule ’ 
in the Firft Article ; and let that Sum be declared the Qiiit Rent of thofe particular Lands in Perpe- 
tuity. This Diftribution Ihould be called the Tumar Jumma, a T^rm fan^ified among the Natives, 
from the Idea of Security which they had long been accuftomed to annex td^. There is no Cafe ot 
Neceffity, no Emergency whatfoever, which, in my Opinion, Ihould induce Government to increafe 
the Jumma : Temporary Diftrefles may be provided for by temporary Contributions, which a flou- 


C-CUllCj), 

dated 5th Fc- 
kfttiry 1775. 


• Note — " The late Mr. Middleton’s Opinion on this Subjeft, is ftrong in Aipport of tKc prefent Argument. The Zemin- 

** dar is indeed, in every Lfght he can be viewed, the propcrclt and the only Feribn to whom Government can, conhflcatly 
with the Welfare of the Country, let the Lands, The Ryots refpeft him, and will gladly fubmit to every Thing biU 
the moil cruel Hardihipfrom his Hands, without repining, as they look towards him as their natural Maftcr and ProteJor; 
** and he himfelf, confidering his Interell as pernfanent in the Country, will avoid every Oppreffion, which, as it muft 
injure the Country, muft^^Ifo tend in the End to the Detriment of himfelf and Family. Very di^ereuc is the Cafe 
with the Jzardar. No ways concerned in the Welfare of the Country beyond the Date of hit Engagementi, hit only 
Care is to realize, as fall as he can, what he has contra^lcd to pay Government, and to appropriate to himfelf^ 
'' confidcrable bum of Money ; perfectly indifferent, when thofe Ends arc accompliihed, how fai ;nc Country may be 
'' difrcfTcd, and the future Revenues of Government diminifhed.** 

^ 2 riftiing 
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rilhing Country docs not feel If liefc are once added to the Jumma, according to modern Praftic^' 

they beronw P^rpetua , and drive the Proprietor, who fees no Limit or Period to the In poliS 
his Land, to Frauds, Indolence, or Dclpair. jomions on 

7;«wflr, or Roll, with a Tubfum Jumma, or a Divifion Account of the Country, Ihould 
be formed, ^c^ng what Proportion of the general AflefTment is paid by each conftituent Part of the 
Zemindarry, fuch as Pergunnahs, Tuppahs, Vihagcs, &c. This Record (hould be carefully pre- 
fcrved m the Khalfa, and tranfcribed into Lnglilh. The Head Cutcherry of each DilUia * ftcn.ld 
have an authcnocated Copy of its particular Tukfccm, which all Perfons Ihould be at Liberty tot 

confult. ^ 

It is not meant by thefc Regulations to prevent the Zemindar from drawing a larger Rent from 
any conftituent Parts of his Zeniindarry than its Proportion of the Affcflinent, and rendering it of 
more Value to himfelf, it he improves the Land it contains j this would be abfurd, and defeat the 
Intention of thF prefent Plan : It is only meant to fix the Quit Rent of Government for eveiy Portion 
of Land in all future Sales or Transfers of Property, without which, neither the adtual Proprietor nor 
the Purchaler can form a determinate Judgment of its Value. 

55. The Quit Rent of each Zemindarry being fixed, the Zemindar muft be informed, that th6 
due Difcharge of his Rent is the Tenure by which he holds his Lands, with every pofTible Afluraned 
that no further Demands will be made upon him. If he incurs a Balance, a Part of his Zemindarry 
Ihould be invariably fold to make it good ; and when the Quit Rent is fixed, there Can be no Doubt 
of Purchafers. This (hould be made an exprefs Condition in the CabooUai. In the Cafe of Sales, a 
Preference Ihould be given to the next Heir. If the Sale produces more than the Debt, the Proprietor 
Ihould h^ve Credit for the Difference. This Method will preclude the Neceffity of ufing the rigorous 
Means hitherto in Praflicc, and often intfFciftually applied j fuch as Threats, Iinprdonment, and 
Stripes. A more eafy and more etfc^tual Ke^^y is in the Power of Government : In the prefent de- 
preffed and dilcouraged State of the Zemindifi,' it is probable that fcveral of thtm may incur the 
Penalty of lofing their Lands •, in Come it will arife from Incapacity, in others from Doubts of tl e 
Government, and in many from downright Obftinacy and wilful Attachment to their Prejudices or 
Propenfity to Fraud, in which they have been bred. The Government muft begin by fetting an 
Example of Good Faith to its Subjedts. In fuch Inftances as thofe abovementioned, a Transfer of 
Landed Property to monied People, who arc able to make Improvements, will be equally advanta- 
geous to Government and to the Country. But whoever knows the Value let by the Zemindars of 
Bengal on their inherited Property, and the Difputes which they maintain for Years with the utnioft 
AcriflSooy fiBd Perlevcrancc for the fmallcft Portion of their Land, even on its prclcnt racked and dif* 
credirttf Tenure, will be^onvinced, that when they fee this Regulation put in Force againft them 
without Delay or Indulgence, they will be rouzed from their prefent lupine and hopelefs State to 
exert every Endeavour for the Welervation and Improvement of their Eftates, now rendered of real 
Value to them. 

56. As many of tSfe Zemindars will at firft be incapable of managing their Lands thcmfclves* 
they (hould be obliged to retain a Dewan (or Steward) of fofficient Ability and good Charaftcr^ 
who (hould be entrufted with the Management Of the Lands, and be anfwcrablc for the Rent due to 
Government j without whofe Approbation he ought not to be difmifTcd, during Four or Five Years 
at lead after the firlf Settlement. The Dewatt will (land in the Place of a Security, with this Dif- 
ference, that as he will have the Management himlelf, he (hould be accountable to his Mafter, but 
(hould never be allowed a Claim on the Eftate t nor in the Cafe of a Sale, (hould he ever be per- 
mitted to purchafe the fame Land of which he was Dewan. I agree with the Governor General in his 
Opinion of the Incoweniencies arifing from the very extenfive Zemindarries, and that it is the Intereft of 
Government that itefe Ihould be divided, and that the fmall ones (hould be kept entire ; though the 
Reverfe is the Cuftom^Ufthe Country. In this Refped anew Law of Inheritance fliould be eilablilhcd^ 
by which the great Zemindarries (hould be divided equally among all the Sons, and the Imall ones 
defeend to the Eldcft, on Condition of fupporting the younger Children. The gradual Operation of 
this Rule might be continued until the larger Zemindarries were reduced to a Revenue of Two Lacks 
each to Government. The reft (hould be preferved entire. This Limitation however is arbitrary^ 
and fl^en to Confideration. 

In the fame View it may be proper to confider, whether the Zemindars having no Heirs of their 
own Blood, (hould be allowed to adopt aSon (generally that of the F'amily Bratnin) to inherit their 
real Property. If this Cuftom*hc abolilhed, fomeofthc principal Zemindarries will probably cl'chea^ 
to Government, and may be divided into fmall ones. 

57. A Court of Wards might be cftablilhcd for the Care of Eftates, of which the Incumbents are 

Minors, Idiots, or Females i and to have the Care of the Education of Minors, now ulually com- 
mitted to Servants or Relations, who have an obvious Intereft in bringing up the Childicn in Igno- 
rance and Stupidity. <• l • r 

58. When the Jumma is reduced, and the Zemindars have the Management of their i.ands, 4 

fpccific Allowance, now made them in Right of their Zemindarry, will only tend to promote Idlenefs i 
as their Profit (hould arife from the Improvement of their Eftates. ■ « , ■ . 1- 

/ 59. By the ancient Conftitution of the Empire, the principal Zemindars were inveftcd with rouz* 


N«te— “ I call a Dillrift th« Portion of L»«U under eub Suptrvifor.' 


darry 
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tlarry Jurlfdiclion, and were anfwcrable for tlie Peace of their In cafe of Robberies, the 

Zcmiadar in whole Frecind they were committed, was obliged to make good the Damage to the 
I’erfon robbed, and to dili over and bring the Thief to Juftice. Where Murders and Riots were 
Committed, the Zemindars wcic liable tolcverc Molds from Government. 

'1 he Fouzdars, llationcd in dilfercnt Parts of the Country, had Authority to enforce thefe Laws* 
and the Fines they levied on Brcacius of the Peace, or other Infradions of the Law, formed an 
Article of Revenue, called Jboab I'cttzdarry. 

1 agree with the Governor General, that a Revival of thefe Inftitutions may be highly expedient. 
The prefent Appointment of the T^aib Suba is a Step to it •, but it fliould not be pl>| in Force too 
early, leaft it fhould embarrafs and didrefs the Zemindars in their prefent loW State. They muft be 
allowed fome I’imc to rflablifli their Influence, and acquire a fufficient Degree of Property and Con- 
fideration in their Eftates. The Plan itfelf will at firlf require nurfing and Indulgence. As the new 
; Ellablifbment gains Strength, the Zemindars fhould be gradually replaced in the%xercife of all 
their ancient Duties •, I'uch as the repairing of Roads, Dykes, Bridges, Care of Ferries, and Plants, 
lion of Fiuit and l imber Trees, to which, thoi1||h a moft material Article to the ‘Country, little or 
no Attention, I believe, is paid at prefent. As their Means increafe, they fhould be obliged to 
keep up the old Eftablifhment of Pykes and Bearers for the Security of the Villages, and Afliftance 
to Travellefi 

One effential Reafon why Government fhould endeavour to reftore the Zemindars to a State of 
Competence at lead, if not of Affluence, is, that they are not merely the Stewards or Colleftors of 
the Public Revenues, but are, or ought to be, the Inflruments of Government in almoft every 
Branch of the Civil Adminiftration. If this Medium be removed, Government then afts direftly 
upon its Subjedh by its own Officers, without the Affiftance of thofc intermediate Gradations'1)fRank, 
Authority, and Rcfponfibility, by which all great Ci\^||^cietics arc held together. A Syllcm which 
profefTes to deflroy that Medium, might as well proraSTSt once the DifTolution of the } unlefs 
by the Word State^ wc arc only to undcrlland the (economical Relation of Matter and Slave, not the 
political Union of a Government with its Subjeds. , 

60. Having thus taken ample Care of the Rights of the Zemindars, and given Security to iheir Pro- 
perty, the next Step is, to make a fimilar Provilion for their Tenants. The Land is the hereditary 
Property of the Zemindar*, he holds it by the Law of the Country, on the Tenure of paying a cer- 
tain Contribution to Government. When this Condition is complied with, he is Matter of the Land, 
to re-let it to whom he thinks proper *, but when he has given a Leafe of any Part of it tx) Ryot, the 
Conditions of luch Leafe ffiould be invariably adhered to : In other Words, the fame SeMFity which 
Government gives to the Tenant in Chief, fhould for the fame Reafon defccftd to the Undertflhnts in 
their f'cveral Gradations ; fo that every Rank of Society, and every Memberof it, may have fomething to 
call his own. Government fhould pteferibe a Form for the Pottah, wMllh may be deemed the legal one, 
and no other be held valid. I know not whether, in ancient Times, the Ryots conttantly took out Pottahs 
or not •, they derived a better Security agaiftfl ill Treatment, from the natural Irttereft and Relation by 
which they and the Zemindars were mutually bound to each other', this Security, fo much fuperior to 
any formal Engagements, the prefent Syttem promifes toitttftore. By ettablifhing a Quit Rent for each 
Zemindarry, wc make it the interett of the Zemindar to extend his Cultivation to the utmott, which can 
only be done by encouraging the Refort of Ryots, and by letting his Lands On fuch favourable Terms 
as may excite their Induftry. 1 have heard it alTcrted, that formerly, when a Ryot quitted any Zemindar’s 
Lands, he followed him, and ufed every Motive of^J’erfuafion to prevail on him to return ; and that 
the Zemindars were accuftomed to bribe away each other’s Tenants. In Order to get rid of the prefent 
confufed Pottahs and Jummabundy, it fhould be made an indifpenfable Condition with the Zemindar, 
that in the coiirfe of a ftated Time he ffiall grant new Pottahs to his Tenants^siicither on the fame 
Footing'with liis own Quit Rent ( IJiumrar) that is, as long as the Zemindar’s Rent remains the fame, 
or for a IVrm of Years, as they may agree : The former is the Cuttom-of the Country. This will 
become a new Awfil Jumma for each Ryot, and ought to be as facred as the Zemmdar’s Qiiit Rent. 
The Pottah fhould be exprefleJ in the fimpleft Terms poffible, without a fingle Abaob or Muthotc, 
fo much per Bega for every Bega of Land he cultivates, varying only according to the Articles of 
Produce or Qiiality of the Soil *. On the Application of any Ryot, tlie Supervifors (whofeOffioi will 
be mentioned hereafter) fhould caufe fuch a Pottah to be given him, witnellcd by himfelf, or the Ca- 
nongoes and public Officers of the Cutcherry, that it may become as much a Matter of Record as the 
Zemindar’s Qtjit Kent. Every Ryot, on compleating his annual Pj^ients, fhould receive a figned 
Account of his Jumm.’.bundy, or Annual Rent, from the Zemindar (or his Agents) with a Rcleale at 
the Foot of It. In cafe of j)ifpiite.s, this Account compared with the Pottah will make it eafy to de- 
cide them, rtie Zemindar fhould be obliged to grant this .Account and Keleafe to the Ryots ; whole 
Complaints, on the other Hand, fhould not be lilicncd to, if they ncgleeled to demand it. 

61. The Ettablilhmciu of One general Silver Coin, upon which no Batta is required, will preclude 
a great Source of cheating and oppreffing the Ryots, and put a Stop to any Pretence for levying a 


• N.B. “ The. Amount of Rent to he paid per Bega muft be fettled between the Zemindar and his Tenant. 
vi-rnnu-nt c.iii never defceiid to the Ryots, fo as to fix any general Airc-ft'mcnt upon them, becaufe the Rates of I-anu 
“ <lcpcndon a Number of precarious Circumllanccs ; fuch as the Quality of the Soil, the Articles it produces, of whic/i 
there may be a variety in One Village, befiJes the general Argument of Vicinity to MaikctS or Water Carriage^ which 
^akts Land of more or lefi Value to the Cultivate..*' 

Muthotc, 
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Muthotc, to make up a Deficiency of Weight and Batta, which Articles ufed to aflFord the Slirofl's 
their greateft Profits in dealing with the Zemindars and Ryots. 

62. I underftand that the greater Part of the Charity Lands in Bengal arc held by Ufurpation, or 
by the Gift of Foujedars, Aumils, Zemindars, and Colkaors of Villages. When the Zemindars begin 
to find their Lands valuable, they will make great Struggles to relume thofc Grants or Ufurpations. 
Xo obviate the vexatious Confcquenccs of an Inquifition into ancient Titles, and yet to relieve the 
Zemindar againft modern and notorious Ufurpations, a Term of Prefeription ought to be fixed for 
the quiet Poffeflion of all real or pretended Charity Lands, for which no valid Grant can be produced. 
In future, no Gifts of Land made by the Zemindar for a longer Period than during his own Life or 
PoflcflTion fhould be allowed : But no Aft ot his (hould exempt the Lands from making good their 
Proportion of the general Jumma, whenever the Zemindar falls in Arrear to Government. 

63. While the Credit 4 lfithc Zemindars was fupported, Merchants, and others afting as Bankers 
for them, lent them large Sums, which formtd a Maintenance to the Merchant, and afliftcd the Ze- 
mindars in improving their Lands, and relieving the lower Tenants when rendered unable, by bad 
Harvelts or otherwife, to pay the Demands of Government at the dated Periods. This Incercourfc 
in fome Meafurc united the landed and monied Property, and gave to each Clafs a natural and per- 
manent Intcreft in the Profperity of the other. It will revive of itfelf when the Lands become 
valuable, and abforb the idle Money thrown into the Hands of private Perfons by the Difchargc of 
the Bonded Debt. But Government ought to give fome Demondration of their Intention to Ice Juf- 
ticc done to thofc who lend their Money. The Rate of Intcred fliould be fixed, and the Mode of 
Security determined, whether by Mortgage or otherwife. 

64. The Eirtfcution of a Plan of this Nature will require the Attention of Government to all 
Parts of the Country at once *, therefohe cannot be performed by a Council confined to the Capital of 
a large Province. With rclpeft to the prefent Provincial Councils, I am of Opinion that the Infti- 
tution was fundamentally wrong : There fhould be but One deliberative Council in the State. The 
Powers delegated by that Authority (hould be purely Miniderial ; it feems contrary to all Principle 
to unite Execution with Debate. It looks like forcing Two Powers, moving on Principles dia- 
metrically oppofirc in their Nature, to keep Pace with each other. A Government lb condituted 
will neither deliberate nor difpatch. Setting afidc the obvious Confidcration of an inevitable Slow- 
nefs of Proceeding, tedious Difputes, and voluminous Confultations, one great and fatal Objeftion 
to Provincial Councils is generally felt and acknowledged by themfcives. Their local Situation 

them unable^ from their own Knowledge, to judge of the State of the dirtant Didrifts, or to 
hear Complaints, (St to yield timely Redrefs, or, in (hort, to enter into the Detail of Government. 

65. In the Courfc of jthc Year preceding the new Edablifhmenr, Supcrvilors (hould again be 
appointed from the mod difcrcetand able Servants, who arc acquainted with the Language j and, 
it polTiblc, (uch as have a Knowledge of the Didridls where they are to be employed, and lomc Ac- 
quaintance with the People. 

Let the fpecial Purpofc of their Appointment be, to fee this Plan executed and adhered to in all 
its Parts; and as the Succefs of it, in its lutancy, will in a great Meafurc depend on their AfTiJuiiy, 
Integrity, and the Support they give to all the People employed, they ought to be placed above 
Temptation ; they (hould have an honourable Means of acquiring a Reward proportioned to the 
great Trud repofed in them. For this Purpofc I think they (hould be allowed a Salary tor their 
Expences, and a CommifTion on the Nett Amount of their Colleftions, payable with the other Ex- 
penccs of Colleftion by the Didrift. I will not pretend to fay what their avowed Emoluments 
ought to be, but I am furc that no Government will be (erved honcdly which docs not reward its 
Servants liberally. 

66. The Divifions of the Country may be nearly the I'ame as in the former Colleftorfliips, ex- 
cept that Dacca is too large, contains a great many (mall Zemindarries, and ought to make 1 hree 
Divifions at lead. It is mod probable that when the Zemindars arc thoroughly eflablifhed, and 
Pottahs given to the Ryots, it will be unncccdary to keep the Supervifors in the Didrifts : I'he 
Zemindars will gladly pay their Rents at the Khalfa. Some Gentlemen, on the Plan of the old 
Foujedars, may be fixed at convenient Stations, merely to preferve the Peace and Subjeftion ot the 
Country; and this would be more eflcntially ncccITary in cafe of a War. 

67. The Superintendaope of the Dewanny Adawlut will make an important Branch of the Super- 
vifor’s Bufincfs, in which he (hould be attended and alfidcd by the Foujedarry Officers, who are, or 
ought to be, Men of Learning in the Mahomedan Law. 1 he Servants allowed at prefent for the 
Dewanny Adawiuts arc, as I am informed, mere Clerks ; and as they can be of no Afiidance to him 
in forming proper Decifions, the greated Part of them may be druck off. 

68. The Edabli(hmcnc of Servants in each Didrift need be very ('mail, as all the voluminous 
Part of the Bufincfs, forming Hudaboods, and collcfting Mofuffil Papers, will now be unnccelfary, 
and the Accounts required, will only be a State of each Zemindar’s Payments, and the Arrears due 
from him, and a Jumma Khurcb, or Account of Receipts and Difburfements, to be f^t to the Trca- 
lury. The Supervifor (hould have Authority, and it (hould be declared his Ipccial Duty to prevent 

/ all Attempts of Monopoly, or undue Influence in Trade, whether by the Company s A^nts or others : 

* It (hould be drongly recommended to him to prqteft and encourage Merchants, by feeing drift 
Judicc done to them, and that no vexatious Impediments arc thrown in jhcir Way. 

69. Preparatory to this Scheme, an Order ought to be fent to all the Provincial Councils, to pro- 
cure, id. An exaft Regidcr of all the Landed Property in the Country, digedcd under the general 

S£L. Com, Rep. VI.° U <1 H.mI. 
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Hcadi of Zcmindarries and Talookdarrics, with the Pci'gunnahs contained in e^ch of them. 2d, \ 
Tabic of the Three laft Years Receipts. 3d. The Charadcr of the Zemindarj and the State of his 
Family, with any other Particulars which they may think necclTary to aflift Government in the For- 
mation of a new Settlement. Copies of thefe Accounts will of courfc be delivered to the refpeftive 
Supervlfors. 

70. The Committee’s Settlement, I believe, does not now cxift intire in any Part of the Pi'ovincJcs. 
Great RcmiHions have been made, yet heavy Balances are ftill due on tliis Settlement, fty relin- 
quifhing the latter, fome Debtors will efcape who have no Claims to Indulgence, and Ought to be 
prefled with Severity, But upon the whole, I deem it for the IntereR of the Company, that all 
Balances which cannot be colleded by a certain Period, Ihould be remitted. The Intention of Go- 
vernment in this Refped fliould be kept iccret till the Moment when Public Declaration of it 
(hall be made. The Country cannot recover under the^Exaftions of he^^^ Balances, notwiihftanding 
any Profpeft of future Relief. By opening a frefh Account wc fliall give Heart to the People*, and 
though^ in particular Inftances the Government may lofe what it would be juftified in cxadling, it 
Ihould be remembered that the Country has already paid much more upon the whole, (ban fhould 
have been demanded from it. 

71. With rcfpcdl to the Revenues which Government fhould raife from the Manufadture of Salt 
and Opliium, 1 declare my Opinion that it ought to be by way of Duty only. The ancient Govern- 
ment was content with fuch a Duty. The Objedk of the Inftitution of the prefent Government, and 
of all the Company’s Inllructions to us, is to deilroy Monopolies. All their Orders on this Subjeft 
fincc the Year 1706 (hew, that Salt in particular was meant to be left as free an^ipnburthencdf as 
poflible*, that their [)rincipal Objedt was the Eal'c and Convfuicnce of the Natives •, and the Duty 
was ordered to be lb regulated, as not to produce a Revenue exceeding izo,ooo per An- 
num. 

72. The Idea of monopolizing this NecefTary of Life, whetheV for the Advantage of Government 
or of Individuals, has been at .ill Times invariably reprobated by the Company, It is particularly 
obiervable, that in their Letter (d the 20th November 1767, they fay, they had rather that even the 
Duties fhould be din-i iifhed, than that the Price to the Confumdr fliould ever exceed 140 Sicca Ru- 
pees per 100 Mauiids. 

It IS notoiious tliat the Oppreflions praflifed under Colour of the prefent Cohtrafts, have contri- 
buted greatly to the Depopulation ot the Salt Diftridls. The Confequenccs of fuch Depopulation 
are not confined to the Lufs ot lb much Salt. The Cultivation of the Lands^ thefe DiftriSs is 
performed by the fame Hands which work the Salt ; and when the Molupgee is ariven to Defertiof), 
the State proportionably feels the L.ofs, not only in its Manufadlure, but^ its Agriculture, 

73. On the Subjcdl of Ophiuni wc have ytt received no Inftrudlions. The Monoply of this 

Article is liighly prejudicial to the foreign Trade of Bengal; nor have wc a Riglu to reckon the 
whole Revenue arifing from it as clearly gamed to the Company, fincc it is beyond all Doubt 
that the Landed Revenue fuHcrs confiderably by Go crnmenx*s engrofllng the Produce oF the Lands; 
in Proportion as the Monopoly operates, the Rents of the Lands muft diminifh. To recover the 
Province of Bahar from its prefent State of univerfal Poverty and Depopulation, I fee no Method 
fo eafy and certain as throwing open the Ophium and making fome Alteration in the pre- 

fent opprcflivc Method of providing the Company’s MfePecre : On the other Hand, my Eftimatc 
of Services to be provided for, (hews that Government does not want this Refouice, and that a 
Duty of 30 Sicca Rupees per top Maunds on Salt, and of 30 Sicca Rupees per M uind on Ophium, 
which the Trade will cafily bear, will produce as much as Government has any Occafun to de- 
mand from thele Articles. To exaft more is ufclels to Government and cruel to the People J'hc 
Angle A( 5 l of throwing open the Trade in Sait and Ophium, will, I am convinced, in a vciy few 
Ycais give totally a new Face to the Country. 

74. If the Subjt'd of the Inland Trade of Bengal lliould at any Time hereafter come again 

under the Confuleration of the Legifliture, the Qticltion, whether the Reftriftions now impofed on 
H is Majedy’s r'lirojx’an Subjeds, not employed in the ColleJtions or in Offices of Authority^ are ne- 
ccflaiy to be continued ? will, I chink, deferve their ferious Attention. At a Time when the Company’s 
Servants claimed Exemptions fiom the Duties paid by ihe-lNatives, when the Operation of the 
Diilhick nunifcllly tended to engrofling the whole Trade of the CoWviry., or while one of the 
b.ui Efi'eds of fuch Claims was to involve us in Dilputes with the Country Government, the Pro* 
Inbitiuns now impofed by Law would have been highly neceftary, Ac prefent I apprehend, they 
rcale 10 be fo, becaufc all Diflindions of that Kind are laid afidc, and, c/rteris paribus^ the Native 
nuill always have a g^eac natural Advantage over the European in concluding any Branch of the 
Inland d lade. In general, Prohibitions or Reftridions are dellrudive to Commerce. In this pi^r- 
ticular Cafe, tlicy arc not only Icf? nccclTary than heretofore, but perhaps do not intircly produce 
their intended Effeds. • 

(Signed) P. Francis, 

\ 
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. LIST of Papers annexed to the Plan. 

PartieuUrft of the Jumma according to the Aycn Ackberry. 

2* Jumma in the Year 1728. • 

а. Lift of Royal OfBcers appointed by Acbar. 

^ Ryot’s Recounts. — 

c. Jumma"^ the Dewanny Lands. 

б. Account of Manufaftures made Abroad. 

7, Extraft from Mr. Bechet’s Letter to the Prefident, dated the 24th May 1769. 

8. Extrafts of the Letters of Meffrs. Middleton, Vanfittart, Dacrcs, and Barwell, to tlie Governor 

General and Council. 

p, Eftimaie of Services to be provided for, apd Rcfoutces. 

10. Remarks on the Eftimaie. 


N» I A C C O U N T of the Jumma of Bengal during Aebar’s Reign, according to the Divifions 
at that Time cftablilhed, including Five Sircars of Oriflii i cxtradlcd from the Aycn Ackbarry. 


.ff" 


Sircar Oudenah, commonly called Tanrah 
Sircar Jenmitabad — - 

Futahabad — -*■ 

Mahmoodabad — 

Khalcetputabad — — 

Bookla — ■ ““ 

Poofcnea — — — 

T^poor — 

Ghoraghaut ff — • “ 

Ptnjerah — 

Barbuckabad 
Bazouha — • 

Sunargong 
Silhet — 

Chatgong — 

Shcreetabad 
Solimanabad 
Satgong — 

Madarun — 

OrinTa Sircar Jelafiur 
Budaruck — • 

Cutatk 

OlTCnT 'fVWHfTg 

Raje Mahindah — 


MahU. 




66 

3 » 

88 

25 
4 
9 

29 

84 

21 

28 

32 

52 
8 
7 

26 

3 ' 

53 
16 
28 

7 

21 

27 
]6 


Sum Tefcal iri Dam», of nrhich 40 make a Rupee — 

Rupees — 


Dam. 


24079399! 

18846967 

11610256 

5402140 

7131645 

6408793 

6483857 

8383072 

17671532 

39516871 

» 033'333 

6681620 

11424310 

22420750 

17629364 

10724620 

9403400 

50052738 

18087770 

91432730 

9560000 

5OCOOOO 


59 » 84 » 5 ^* 3‘9 . 


i ,49>6**482 15 2 


N B The Blank in the Jumma of Two of the Sircars, arifes from the original Pcrllan Copy being 
lb tit legibleln thofc Places, but the Sum total is afcertained. 
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N* a. A B S T R A C T of the Tumor Jumma^ or Rent Roll of the Soubah of Bengal, for the Bene I 
Year 1 135, or 1728, E. S. during the Government of Shujah Cawn, according to the Divifion. 
the Country at that Time cftablifticd. * ‘vuionsof 


Chuckla Moorftedabad, containing — 

Mhah. 

118 

28,18,548 3 8 1 


D* Burdwan — — 

61 

22.48,570 <5 3 * 


D° Sautgong, Houghly, andCal- 



cutta — — 

"5 

>4.73.640 13 18 I 


D’ Akbernagur or Rajemahal 

119 

9,61.758 14 6 — 


D' Gorah Gaut ( Dinagepoor, 


&c.) — 

453 

21,79,(00 483 


Jehanguii'nagur (Dacca) — 

236 

•9.04.506 10 11 1 


D* Bhoolna, Part of Rajclhahy, 


&c. ^ — 


6,85,438 13 11 2 


D* Jeflbre ~ ~ 

80 

3 >^ 5 > 3 ®® 7 ““ ^ 


D* Bunder Balafore — — 

*7 

1,08,876 1 5 — 


D’ Curry Barry (Part of Rung- 

poor, Beharbund, &c ) 

25 

2.03,615 13 3 2 


D* Hidjclee (Ingelcc Salt Lands) 

37 

4.17.658 9 10 3 


D® Ifl.imabad (Chittagong) — 

141 

>,76.795 >4 >3 3 


D* Sylhet — ^ 

139 

5,26,476 7 12 2 





1,40,90,374 *—13 1 

Mol Ground Rents. 




Paiflikufh levied by Way of Fine on Ragooram, 
Zemindar of Nuddea, in Annifal Payments — 


25,000 

Sawhedi, or former Rent 

1 

{% 1 

*.41. > 5.374 ~ >3 1 

increafe made in contingent Articles of Revenue. 

Sytr Chunaeolly, or Cuftoms at Moorlhcdabad — 

41.586 762 


Mint at Moorfhedabad — — 


52,745 8 — — 


purgunnah Chowrah — — 


1,000 


Mint at Rajcmchal — — 


5,566 9 — — 

- 

$ycr Bukflicbundcr (Cuftoms at floiighley) — 

‘ 29,289 813 


Total Jumma of Bengal^ Sicca Rupees — 



1,30, 1'SS — 81 

>.42.45.562 > I 2 


N* B. The above Account is taken from the Records, and authenticated by the Canongoes ; the 

Particulars of it extend to each Mchal. 


APPROPRIATION 


A P > E N b I Xi N* t+i 


appropriation of the foregoing Rei^enoe, at it ftood in the Bengal Year 1135, or 
£. S. 1738, in the ^vernment of Shujah Cawn. 


Jtpdrs, at Eftabliflimentt for the Royal Officers, 
according to their difierent Tenures, for the 
Maintenance of Troops, and Charges of their 
feveral Offices, from which all the Ordinary 
Charges of the Province were then defrayed; 

The Nazim regiftered in the Gbvernment’s Ac- 
count at — — ~ • 

The Dewan, Colleftor General of the Revenues — 
Murfiied Cooly Cawn^ Munfubdar and Naib of 
Dacca — • __ 

Jaguir of Khandoram, Buxey of the Empire — 
Sbunifair Cawn, Munfubdar and Fayeddar of 
Syllett - — 

Munochir Cawn, D* F' of Rungpoor — • — 

Zulet|^ar Cawn, Munfubdar . 

Sheawmut Ally Ca#il ~ 

Sharryet Ullak Cawn — i 

Suffecr Cooley Cawn — —■ 

Luifally Cawn, Darogha Jelhial, . CommifTary of 
Muftersforthe Troops to be kept up by the 
Jaguidars — • — 

Cycf Cawn, Fouwdar of Purnea -s- 
Atterut Haffim Cawn 
Cudder Cawn j- — 

Mahomed Alhenullah ' — 

Koy Jugul Kilbour, Vackeelg|Delhi 
KilTamiitdan Cawn •— 

Baker Ally Cawn ~ — 

Meerhady ■— — 

Mahomed Afkcrry — — 

Goulan Huffain — ■. -a- 

Isfander Beg — - — 

Goullan Huflain Cutwall — 

Allum Chund, Pailher, aftetwards Royroythjd^ 
Jaguir of I'M Newarrti), or Royal Boats kept O^n 
Account of the Incurfion of the Arracanners, 
Maggs, &c. at Dacca — — 

Uftmnab of Roiykl Artillery kept i^ at Dacca — 
Jaguir of Amanqt Cawn* T 
or Fleet of Boats 


Jaguirs of feme Frontier Zemindars, vlt. 

Topperah a5,0!)(|p — 

Mudjeah ~ 

Ramfing of Sufing — — 8,916 to 

Zemindar of Telisgunny Pal^ — 4»5*3 5 

Samlundar, Zemindar of jeflbre — 781 4 — 


Pcnfions to feveral People, as per Particulars 
the Account — — k 

Charge of keeping his Majefty’s Elephants, and 
for purchafing Syllct Mhals, fedt Annually 
_ Delhi — — . — 

Shmifit or Revenue oif the royal Exchequer 


ScuCoM. Rtp. VE 


16,70465 i — ■ 
1 , 46,350 

1 , 00,145 ta 10 • 

3,35,000 — — ■ 

1,79,166 II — ■ 

16,666 It ■ 

3,500 — ■— 
6,145 ‘3 — 

16,666 II 

7,916 It — 
4 , 166. 11 — 


1,666 n — 
t, 80, 166 It — I 

11,995 >3 — —1 

4.333 5 — 

12,500 

3,645 13 10 

>3.333 5 " 

4,165 II 

833 5 

5.833 5 

707 3 

3.333 5 

2,500 ; 

3,750 — 


7.78,949 14 

3,59,180 14 


8 


8,333 5 


50.53> 3 

42,490 15 I 3 

66,136 7 12 3 


Sicca Rupees — 

£ e 


33.47.477 58s 

1,09,18,084 11 13 3 


1.44,45,562 


N.B. Bengal* 


APPENDIX, 14. 


N. B. Bengal, as a Province of the Empire, may have been confidcrcd as under a native 
Government ; and being fubjedt to no Invafions at that Time, except the Incurfions of the 
Mvig()* Arraednners, or Portugueft fetded at Chittagongv wbo came merely for Plunder, re- 
quirt'd no other military EftabliQwncttO than were neceffary to fupprds ihefe Incurfions, and 
preferve the Peace of the Country, and Subjedtion of the timid Inhabitants. By the beft 
Accounts which cart be obtained, it appears that the Standing Force of the Emperors in 
Bengal was only Three thoufand Cavalry, which jAffic? Cawn rtprelcntcd as unneceffary^ and 
procured its Reform. Jaguirs, or Affignments of Lsttids^ were made for the Support of a Corps 
of Artillery and Fleet of armed Boats at Dacca, to detend that Part of the Province from the Arcan* 
ners, &c, who iifed to come into the Mouths of the Ganges ia their Boat*, and plunder the open 
Country, All the other Eftablilhmcnts were provided for by Jaguirs, as particularized in the forc^- 
ing Account j whofe I’enurcs were partly Military fdr the Support of Troops, and partly Civil for the 
Charges of their Icveral Offices and the neceffary Sei^vants. Nature of a Jaguir Grade was, a certain 
Portion of L.and affigned to the Jaguirdar,. ekhci! in virtue of his O^e called Mujhrout^ or per- 
fonal and for Life, called Zani^ to hold on Cqnditidn of performing certain Services (exprefftd in the 
Sunnuds.) The Jaguirdars took Poffcfllon of thofejLands which were ufuaUy the Wafte, or leaftlm- 
proved Part of the Zemindftrries from whence they were taken. The Zemindar whofe Lands they 
were, rcctivcd Credit ror them in his RcQis, according to their Proportion of the general Quit Rent 
exprefl'ed in the Tumar and Tukfum^ and the Jaguit was regiftered in the Government Books at the 
fame Rate, but being improved by the Jaguirdar, ufually produced to him much more than the 
Amount of the Regilter, which appeared when they were rcfunp>ed and colleflcd by Government. 

Moll of the otlKrr Offices tnentioned in a fepkrate Lift, were fupported the eftabighed 
Fees. t , {. ■ * 


1 





i _ - ^ 

N“ 3. N A M E S of the Imperial Oflvrers, with the Duties of their Stations. 


Nazim. 

For the Guard and Eroteilion of the Countiy, to order and regulate all Matters of Govern- 
ment and Policy, and (o execute the Lawi of the £n>{Hfe. 


' sA 


Dewan. - . - 

Col'.edor General of the Revenues, whh Authority in all MiMRers appertaining thereto} to 
have the Charge of the Treafury and Remittances to- Court} to grant Sunnuds under his 
Seal, with the Approbation of tm Nazim^ to the Zemindars, Jachiridars, and Aymadars. 


Dewan Beutal. ' ^ ‘ 

To keep the Accoutua of all Expenditures ihade on his Majefty’s Account.- 


Buxev, 

To keep all Accolmts appertaining to thh-i^jlifttbdars and Jathiridars oi the Province, 
whether the principal Omrahs or others. ' ; "W 

Sewane neoar, Wackaya. vi|ttAa^ANoH>acAR|AH. 

To write the Accouhts o%all Trsnfadlions to| Court, whether refpeAing the Prices of Proviftons, 
the State of the vountry, or Ryots, or the Condud of the Nazim, Or other Officers. 


The Cauzey and MuFTEb. 

For the Care of Relgion, and Obfervance of the Mahomedan Rites and Laws. 

TheSudder. 

To keep the Accounts of the Amaydars, and aU Chadl^r and Free Lands: 

The Mohtesib SupT and Police. • - 

'I'o fuperintend Weights and Meafurcs, and to prevent unlawful Games, Drinking, and Dif- 
orders in the^^Mal-Kcts. 

The Canoncoes. * i . 

T o keep the Accouhts of the Juinma, and okher Ordsnations relating to the Policy and Govern- 
ment of the Country. 

The PhOUZEDARS AND TAklTAHaARS. . . 

Statipiied at fcverali Polls to guard and proted the Country under the Orders of the Nazim i* 
th^y were ap^inied CO their Stations from CouftJ '• 


N!4. STATE 
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A 


N* 4. STATE of a Ryot’i Jumtnabundy in Jeflbrc. 


Awfil, or original Rents, according to 1 1 78 — — _ 

t^cduCtioa of the Awfil obtained in 1 178 by the Ryot — — 

^ Balance remaining Awfil in 4 178 — 

Aboabs, or Taxes, added to and calculated upon the Awfil. 

I. Aboab Sabak, or ancient Taxes. 

A. o. 0. 

Khanguee Zemindarry, or Fee to the Zemindar, of 1 la a on 
the Rupee of the Awiil — — i ^ 10 

Beckh, or Benevolence, being i-iath of the Awfil — i _ — 

Chandee, another Allowance to the Zemindar, being i>48th of , 
the whole Settlement — ' — — ^ _ 4 

Serf Batta, or a Due on Account of Batta, which is calculated 
atThrc^ Annas on the Rupee of the Awlll 
Ruflbom, Sezawullee, Allowance firft granted to Sefawills who 
went to enforce the Colledions nos|^annexed to the Settle* 
ment, and is calculated at the Rate of 15 pundas in the 
Rupee Awfil — — — 

Salaamy Khanabarree, or a Prefent the' Ryot made to his Ze 
mindar when he firlt eredfed his Houfe, now included in the 
Bundabuft at about — — 

Ban Salaamy, or Rent on Account of the Juice of the Khigoor 
Tree, at about — — — — — 

Bukkaya, or Balance — — — — . 



— 3 4 — 






— 8 — 

— 8 — 


Aboab Haal, or new Taxes laid on fince 1179. 

Chuckla Khurtcha, or Chdiges of the Diftrift, calculated at 

i*24th on the Awfil — — — . 8 — 

Kortunnee, or a Tax occafioned by the Cuftom of the Zemindar 
to deduft always fomething from the Amount paid in by the 
A. o. 

. Ryots, calculated at i 5 in the Rupee Awfil — 

Chandee, explained as above, being i-6th on the Awfil 
Khurtcha, or Expence, being i-uthon the Awfil — 

Beck, explained as above, being at about , ~ ““ 

Neemanee, or J- Anna on the Rupee AwfiJ^. , — — 

Mangun, at 1 5 Gundas in the Rupee Awfil — — 

Fee, Roopca Dofs Cowerie, or Ten Cowries on the Rupee Awfil 
'Jmth Mcivkovofee, or Confideration for refraining from mea 
furing the Ryots Lands, may be accounted — — 

Khurtcha MufiTufil, or Charges in the Country, being 9.iath$ on 
the Rupee Awfil — — — 

Ajaradarree, or Farmer's Allowance, i*iath on the Awfil 
MufiiukhulTee, at about — 

Serf Batta, explained at above, at af Annas on the Awfil 
Hingamme, at i- 1 ath on the Awfil, — 

Selfawillce, explained as above at i*ioth on the Awfil 


— — 15 ■ 

- 9 — 
— ■ I 10 

'fh. 


9 

I 

I 

1 


a — 
14 — 


— — la 


Total Rupees *- 


6 13 10 


R‘. A. G. 


II ~ 


19 9 10 


i 6 fi — 
38 6- 


ACCOUNT 
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A 

ACCOUNT of Rent paid by Neui Mundul,/of the Village Deknypekar, into thepergmi 
nah of Gowas, belonging to Rajelhaby, for the Bengal Year i i8a or 1775*6. 


Ryetty Jnmma. 
Bodee — — . 

Oude Boftee — 

Of different Sorts ~ 
Wood ^ 


— 14 

— 13 — 

— 60 la 


Aboabs, vie. 

To the Year — 1144 or 1747 •— 

•Chout— —1158 — — 

Kunnech Khurch — 1159 — — 

Nagia deficient — 1160 — • — 


Serf or Batta of Cofiim Ally on the foregoing Articles 


Iround, viz. 


at 2 8 — 

a 12 — — 

I 4 — 

— 13 

3 8 per Rupee 

17 5 

~ — 

3 a 

Awfil — 

— 

Cowrie. 


5 — 7 per Rupee 

7 10 5 — 

3630“ — 

5 — — — 

16 30* — 

2 — — — 

5 7 2 D" — 

8 — — — 

— 18 3 D* — 

1 8 — — 


Izafch.or Increafe of 1772 — 

Sond Bhelah — 1773 


PouIbundy,&c. 1775? — 

Repairs of Dy kea —.5 


9 on the Rupee of the 
Awfil — 
90* — 


9 on the foregoing 
Articles 


484 — 


3 — ■ 


NagaiComwiizzcn 1180 — 5 — — on the foreg* Articles 
Zebt Mokoofy 1181 ■— 213 2 on D* — 

Ijarrdarre — 1181-— 16 3 D* — 


Cumwuzzcn cftablilhcd — 10 -on all the Articles 


Paya Paddy 
Lint Seed 
Hemp 
Paya — 


Fetches — 
Lint Seed 
Muftard Seed 
Paya — 


Wheat and Barley 
Grams, and other 
Fetches 

Afliur — - - 


Harveft Grounds, viz. 
Auguft Harveff. 

B. C. An, G. 


- *2 5 4 

10 per Bega 3 

1.3 2 

• 21 5 2 

10 D® 

3 

5 

3 — 

2 12 4 

10 D’ 

— 

12 

4 “ 


5 D* 


8 

17 2 

November Harveft. 




324 

10 D" 

— 


19 — 

65a 

10 U” 

— 

>5 

13 — 

264 

10 D* 


10 

7 ~ 


5 D* 

— 

2 

6 — 

March Harveft. 




10 1 4 

to D* 

2 

>3 

4 2 

16 to 2 

10 D” 

2 

9 

3 — 

- 5 r- 6 

D* 

I 

»4 



5 D’ 

- 

7 

i8 — 

79 6 — 

mm 

Awfil 


0 the foregoing Particulars 

— 


— 


Total Rent, Rupees 


5 2 13 — 


15 II — 




2 10 5 


7 »2 5 a 


18 7 17 
30 n 4 


Rvpeei. aToTc. 


84 M ^ 


H t 


48 a 


5 - 
5 — 


8 14 4 — 


57 — 9 - 
5 2 13 — 


62 


3 2 — 


6 15 n — 


69 

a 


2 13 -, 

* 15 — 


71 58 — 


49 3 


120 8 10 — 


• N. B. Government levied Y®,*' on the Zemiada, this Article. 


N‘5. jumma 
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N* 5. J U M M A of the Dewanny Lands, on which our Firft Settlement was made. 


ift. The Awfil, or Original Quit Rent. 

ad. Aboabs by Alivcrdy Cawn and Scraja Dowlah. 

gd Kyffyet or Profit, added by Colfim Ally Cawn. 


tft, Awfil, or original Rent, with the ancient Appropriations of it. 


2d. 


Khalijfa Shreefa^ or Revenue of Ilis Majefty’s Exchequer, to be re- 
mitted CO Delhi — — — — 

Ja^utrs of the Sircar^ Provifion for the Nazim and Munfubdars — 
Jaguir of the Buxey of the Empire — — — 

Mufh^QOt Dewanny^ or Provifion for the Dewan — 

Mujbroet Tannajaut, Provifi. n tpr|hc Jourjidars and Jannadars, or 
Officers Itationed in different ilifts of the Country to preferve the 
Peace — — 

K 

Rupees *- 

Aboab, or Taxes added to the Awfil Jumma, or Original Ground 

Kent. 


67,98,386 9 II 3 
25 , 18,069 14 II 2 
1 , 15,091 a — I 
* ~ * 


2,48,823 a 15 3 
1,01,38,006 14 19 2 


Khafneveefey. Sundry feparate Articles of Col- 
kdions, from which the Nurze^s fent to hi^ 
Majeify, and the Price of rare Produftiuns 
of Bengal fent to Court were defrayed, af- 
terwards confolidated into a Tax, and added 
to the Jumma — — S. Rupees 

Chout^ levied by Alivcrdy Cawn, on Occalion 
of the Tribute given to the Marattas, at the 

Aanai. Oeiiidas. Cowriei. Cranti. 

Rate of 2 2 2 2 per Rupee 

on the Khaliffa Mchals — — 

Nuzzeranah of Munloor Gunge, levied by 
Seraje ul Dowl.ih to build the PalajCc ot 
Kecrajul, near Munfoor Gunge, at MoOr- 
(hedabad — — — “ 

Fil Khanch. Colkaions for the Support of 
: the Nazim’s Elephants — ” 

Aboab Foujedarry. Dues formerly paid by 
the Zemindars to the Eoujedars, (truck off 
and conlolidatcd with the Jumma — 
Chunam. Tax for fupplying the Nazim’s 
Buildings with this Article, chiefly levied 
by Seraje ul.Dowlah . 7 ^ 

Choke Chandny. A partial Tirtt on the 
Hants or Markets at Moorfhedabad ~~ 
Eftablifiied Nuzzeranah. Given by the Zc-i 
mindars to the Nazim, now confolidated | 
with the Jumma — — 7 * 

Zer Muthote. A Collc-aion chiefly made for 
the Expences of the Khalfa Servants — ■ 

Hcflit G6r. Bringing Marble frorn^tie Ruins 
of Gor ; a partial Tax — 

Seif or Batta. Added by Coflim Ally Cawn ; 


2,22,233 463 

11,05,513 8 t; 2 

3,70,025 12 9 I 

f . 

2,10,938 I lO — 

6,05,468 I 5 3 

hShSis 3 *4 3 
3,560 15 5 2 

4 *4L977 12 3 — 
1,01,416 I 6 — 
8,000 — — 


Ann*. 

ordered li on the Collection 


4,53.488 » ^ ‘ 


F f 


Sel. Com. Rep. VI. 


36 , 74»435 ‘4 4 3 

3d, Ryfiyet, 
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3^. Kyffyet, or Profit of the Huftabood. This Article arifes chiefly 
from Coflim Ally’s having abolilbed the ancient Mode of collecting 
on the Jumma, and lending his own Officers to take the entire Pro- 
duce ot th« Rents, which is cadled colUfling en ibt Huftaieed, or 

actual Valuation — — . — — 48147,477 i lo i 


Toal Jumma — Sicca Rupeesj 1,86,^0,720 14 14 j 


According to the Articles brought on at diScrent Periods to the Bengal 
Year 1172, or 1765-6, when the Dtwanny was ceded to the 
Company. 

N. B. The Scttlctment propofed by the Committee for 1183, or 

1776-7, is for a Nett Revenue of — — — t» 77 ' 73»775 * 5 t 

The Collections now made arc nearly the Amount of the ift and ad 

Articles, Awftkand Aboab, being — — — 1 > 3 ^>I 3,443 13 4 i 


STATE of the Bundibuft, as formed for the Bengal Years 1172 and 1173, or from April 

1765 to April 1767. 


Jumma according to the eftaWilhed Articles, as above — — 1,86,59,720 14 14 2 

Deficient chiefly^ the Article of Kyffyet or Profit, therefore Allowed as a 
Reduction on making the Settlement — • — — 25,81,456 it 3 — 


Settlement of 1172 — — — 

Incrcalc or Addition made the following Year 1 173 


Sicca Rupees 


1,60,78,264 3 It 2 
11,41,636 10 12 2 


Deductions allowed in fome Places 


1,72,19,900 14 4 ~ 
83,121 I 2 2 


Settlement of 1173 


Sicca Rupees 


«» 7 ‘•36,779 ‘8 


1 2 


N. B. The Provinces of Burdwan, Chittagong, and Midnapoor, which is a Part of Oriffa, being 
ceded by Coflim Ally Cawn on his AccclTion to the Nizamur, no Hullabood was made of llicmat the 
Khalfa. 


dk 


N* 6. LIST of Manufaftnfes formerly exported from Bengal to Bombay, Surat, the Coaft of 
Malabar, &c. now either made there, or brought from other Places. 


Raw Silk. From the encrcafcd Price of this Article in Bengal, aud all the principal AlTortments 
being taken for the Company’s Inveftment, they have been induced to fend to China 
for it, and employ China Raw Silk in moft of their Manufadurcs, though not fo well iuiicd 
to them as Bengal, 


Choppa and Moomee Saries, being encrcafcd in their Price from 70 and 80 Rupees a Corgc» to 
115 and lao, and the Manufafture being dcbaled 15 or 20 per Cent, will not now anlwcr; 
and they have fubflituted a Manufafturc of their own, called Laly Sarr/^ for them. 

UoMALS, Sistermanny, and Bandannas, omv made at Surat 

A Variety of the Sarry Kind, ot which the Confomption was formerly very confidcrable, 
are totally loft, and many of thefe Goods arc manufaihured on the other Side of India to 
great Perfeftion, 

Mookta and Mugga SAiRirs, arc now manufaftured on the other Side of India, as cheap and ns 
good as thofe forn'ierly exported from hence. Very large Quantities of thefe Goods were 
annually exported. 


Dooreahs, Mulmuls, Hummums, Baftaes, Gurras, and other White Goods, arc now luanuj 

fadurcu 



appendix, N* 14. 

faaured at Barochc, and in many Parts of the Guzzerat Kingdom, fuperior in Quality to 

'"fin? "hYr r'h “• As thole Manuffdurc im^^rovc, tl^ bK 

to fupply both Gulphs with luch Goods as have hitherto been only prodLceU « Dacca^/ 

M!ub^r"?nT«nrK » conf.dcrablc Branch of Commerces Madras, 

Malabar, and Bombay. Very kw at prelent are exported, owing to their being advanced 
40 or 50 per Cent, in Price, and become of an inferior Quality. 1 hofe Goods arc now made 
about Surat, Barochc, &c, with great Succcia. 

The Piece Goods Trade of Bcng.1l has been ruined by the Badnefs of the Manufadure, 
and extravagant Price > and it is very probable, that in White Goods, the other Side of 
India may make great Strides, as Cotton comes into the Hands of their Manufadurers, 
100 per Cent, cheaper than in Bengal. Many more Articles might be mentioned, which were 
iornicrly exported trom Bengal, but now dilcontinucd. 


7, Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Bcchcr to the Prefident, dated 24th May 1769. 

It muft give Pain to an EnglKhman to have Rcafon to think, that fince the Acetffion of the 
Company to the Dewannee, the Condition of the People of this Country has been worfc than it 
was before ; and yet I am afraid thc^.|>uJl is undoubted i and I believe has proceeded from the 
following Caufes : The Mode of providing the Company’s Invcftment ^ the Exportation of Specie, 
inftead of importing large Sums annually •, the Striftnefs that has been obfcivcd in the Collcftions > 
the Endeavours of all concerned to gain Credit by an Encreafe of Revenue during the Time of 
their being in Station, without rufficiently attending to what future Conlequcnces might be expefted 
from fuch a Mcafure j the Errors that fubfift in the Manner of making the Collcdions, particularly by 
the Employment of Aumils : Thefe appear to me the principal Caufes why this fine Country, which 
flourilhed under the moft dcfpotic and arbitrary Government, is verging towards its Ruin, while the 
Englifh have really fo great a Share in the Adminiftration. 

On the Subjeft of the Company’s Invcftment, I have been explicit to you in my Letter of the 
7th Inftant. 

The Inconveniencics arifing from Want of Specie, have been fo fully explained by the Committee 
and yourfclf, in your Letters to the Court of Diredors, that there is no Occafion fur iny adding to 
what has been wrote on that Subjeft. 

The Striftnefs with which the Collcftions have been kept up, and the deftruftive Method of 
employing Aumils, I fliall now give my Sentiments on as fully as 1 am able, and proceed to point 
out the Remedies that appear to me neceflary and prafticablc in the prefent Situation of Affairs. 

In Aliverdy Cawn’s Time, the Amount of the Revenue's paid into the Treafury was much Icfs 
than what comes in at prefent s but then the Zemindars, Shroffs, Merchants, &c. were rich, and 
would at any Time when an Emergency required ir, fupply the Nabob with a large Sum, which 
they frequently did, particularly when he nm at War with the Marattas-, the Cuftom then was, 
to fettle a Malguaarry with the different Zemindars, on moderate Terms. The Nabob abided by 
his Agreement : The Zemindars had a natural Iniercft in their Qiftrifts, and gave proper hneou^ 
ragement to their Ryots j whfn nccclfary, would wait for their R|||ts, and borrow Monc*y to pay 
their own Mulguzarry punftually. There were in all the Diftriftl Shroffs ready to lend Money to 
the Zemindars when required, and even to the Ryots, which enabled many 10 cultivate their 
Grounds, which oihcrwife they could not have done. This Mode of CoUedion, and a Ficc Trade, 
which was carried on in fuch a Manner that the Balance proved greatly in its Favour, made this 
Country ftourifh even under an arbitrary Government j and at a 'l ime when a laigc Tiadl of it wai 
for Years together annually invaded by the Marattas, who burned and dellroyed all they could 
come at 5 the poor Inhabitants flyiqg for Shelter to the principal Cities, European Fadories, Sec. 
The Swelling of the Rivers at the Approach of the Rains, always obliged the Marattas to retire, 
and the Inhabitants were again fecurc till January. They having Encouragement, fet immediately 
to work, and endeavoured to get their Crops in and fent to Market before the 1 ime returned tor 
the apprehended Invafion ^ inlomuch, that even under fuch Circumllanccs the Country was in a 
flourifhmg State, and the Zemindars, Sec. able to pay the Nabob his Requifition (Account his 
extraordinary Expcncc in keeping lb large an Army to oppofc the Marattas) the enormous Sum of 
One Crorc at one Time, and Fifty ^cks at another, bclidcs paying the Mulgazarry. I mention 
this with a View of ihewing, what this fine Country is capable ot under proper Management. 

When the Englifh received the Grant of the Dewanny, their Firft Conlideration feems to hav« 
been their railing as large Sums from the Country as could be collected, to anfwcr the prcfllng De- 
mands from Home, and to defray the large Expences here. The Zemindars not being able or willing 
to pay the Sums required, Aumils have been feift into moft of the Dlftridls. The Aumils on their 
Awomtment agree with the Minifters to pay a fixed Sum for the Diftrifts they arc to go to, and tjw 
Mm tliit has oflfefcd mpft has gener^ly bwn preferred. Whal a dcftrviftive Syflccn is this for tha 

2 poor 
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j>oor Inhabit.mt^ ! The Avimils have no Connexion or natural Intcrcfl in the Welfare of the Country 
where ibiv make the Colk-aions, nor have they any Certainty of holding their Places beyond the 
Year ; ihc htd: Recommendation they can have, is to pay up their Kiftbundics punftually, to which 
rurpofe ih'jy fail not to rack the Country where they make the Colle^ions^ whenever they find they 
cannot nthti wife pay their Kills and lecure a handfomc Sum for thcmfclves. Uncertain in their Office^ 
ahd without Opportunity of acquiring Money after their DifmilTion, caif it be doubted that the future 
^^clklle ol the Country is not an Objeft with them? nor is it to be expected in Human Nature. 
'1 iicle Auiuils nlfo have no Check on them during the Time of their Employment j they appoint thofc 
that ac'l under them, fo that during the Time of the Year's Collcftion their Power is abfolutcj there 
is no fixed Muftabood by which they arc to colled, nor any Likelihood of Complaint, till th^gt>or 
Kyoc IS rerJIy drove to the Ncceflity by having tribre demanded of him than he can poffibly^y. 
Much ihefe poor Wretches will bear, rather than quit their Habitatipns to come here to complain* 
cfpecictlly when it is confidered that it muft always be attended with Lofs of Time, Rifle of obtaining 
Reda-ls, and a Certainty of being very ill ufed, fliould the AumiPs Influence be fufBcicnt tO prevent 
the poor Man’s obtaining Julticc, or cvclfAcccfs to thofe able to grant it him. On this deftrudivc 
Plan, and with a continual Pcniand.for more R,^ycnue, have the Collcdious been made ever fincc the 
iMigHfli have been in Pofleflion of the Dewanncc. Many other Errors might be taken Notice of, but 
I am afraid of tiring your Patience •, and I hope what 1 have reprefented will convince you of the Nc- 
ctlliiy of Alterations^ the Plan of colliding the Revenues, as well as that of providing the Company’s 
Invclimt^nt. 

You will oblerve, Sir, the Bundibuft fettled every Seafon has exceeded the Colledions by many 
Lacks ; and thar, of what remained as a Balance very little has bebn recovered 1 fo that in Reality the 
Settlement is merely chimerical. I would refer it to your Confldcration, whether it would not be bet- 
ter to'fettle the Bundibuft at a lower Kate, equal to what hai^en paid into the Treafury in any One 
Sealon lince we have been in Pofliflion of the Dewanncc? Such a Settlement would, I apprehend, 
enable us to make an Abatement for the Relief of the Inhabitants in fome particular Tax which bears 
hard on. them *, and at the fame Time, by proper Checks and conftant Attention to the Condud of 
thole employed^ making the Colledions, to prevent their Frauds. I am of Opinion, the Company 
would receive a larger real Income from this Country than they have hitherto done, at the fame Time 
that the Country would flourilTi. 

, . '*4 


N” 8. Extrads of Letters from Mcflrs. Middleton, Vanfucart, Dacres, and BarwcII. 

5 Febtuuy It is too melancholy a Truth that the whole Country fuffered a very dreadful Depopulation in 
MuMMux, the l ime of the Famine, and that the prefent Thinnefs of the Inhabitants manifefts very clearly 
that the Efi'eds of that Calamity (till remain. 

Had the proper Mcafures been purfued after that Event, probably the EflFeds of it might by this 
Time have been felt in a much Ids confidcrabfc Degree; but too much Regard having been then* 
and thereafter paid to the realizing as confidcrable a prefent Revenue as poflfible, thofe Effefts 
have of courlc continued aggravating. 

When a very cpnliderablc Portion, fuppofed even a Third, of the whole Inhabitants had 
periftied, the remaining Two Thirds were obliged to gay for the Lands now left without Cul- 
tivators. I'hc Country has languiftied ever fincc, ‘^nd the Evil continues enhancing every 
Day. 

The Settlement made of the Jb^lg fliahie Province was unavoidably arbitrary ; they were obliged 
to have Recourfc to the SettipHts of former Years, and did not lake into Confldcration that 
thofe Scttleme.nts were merdy nominal. 

The firll Remedy, without the Adoption of which all other Mcafures will be fruitlcfs, is a 
iiniverfal Remirhon of fome confidcrable Portion of the Revenue throughout the Provinces. Such 
RemilTion Ihould have been made immediately on the Famine ; its not taking place then, has made 
it more and more neceflary every Day, and the longer it is delayed, the more ruinous the Confe- 
quences mull be to this Country, and its Revenue. 

I would fllfo recommend the leaving the Lands whenever rt can pbflibly be done with Security 
to Government, in the Zemindars Hands, in Preference to indifferent Izadars, although the latter 
may bid more for the Farms. 

10 February ‘ To grant a Remiflion in the Rents, is a Mcafurc which I have to recommend, to remedy the 
general' Decline of the Revenue. ^ 

I believe the Amount of the Settlement exceeds the Ability of the Diftrid:, and if the Farmer was 
i^abomed >. ^ refponfible Man, would, I apprehend, fall greatly in Arrears. The common Diftrefles attendant 

on the Famine, arc again to be quoted as the Caufe of its Decay. 

Noddci. ' Of that I am ncccmcatcd to give a ftill more unfavourable Account than of any yet mentioned. 

The apparent Decline of the Revenue (in general} is to be attributed to many Caufes ; the Firft and 
mod material is, the Havock \v 4 iich the Famine made among the Inhabitants, and which was confe- 
qucntly attended with a nccrcafc in the Cultivation j the Lands have been taken in Farm at a 
Rene exceeding their Ability *, the Farmers, to fulfil their Engagements, have realized from th^ 
Hufbandmarr, a larger Rent than -he has bten able to afford. Under this Hardfhip, to forfake his 
i^oftflion and his Country, has been the ealieft and fpeedieft Means of Relief. 


To 
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To rcmcdjr thcfe Evilsi apd co rcftqrc the Country to a fiourifhin^ rhpr#» ie Knr tr xi t 
Method j g*ni the Ryots a of the Taxes, which have accumulatin/on their 

Payments tw tficfc hft 15 or ao Years paft, let a Settlement be then made with the Zanindars 
6xing the Rent to Perpetmty, »nd trutt to a Sale of their Property as a Security for thcTpav-’ 

ments* 

I attribute the Collcaions falling (hort of the Settlement, to the Settlements having in fome 
Places over-rated, and in almoj every Place fixed as high as could be aflForded in a favouraSc 
Seafon^o that every extraordinary Accident unavoidably occafioned Dcdudlions or Balances. 

PnmSSlf throughpm the Bengal Province. I apprehend there is no im- 
mediate Remedy, no Pofflbiiity of reahaing the Settlement, unlcfs by reducing it to the aftual Value 
of the Lands. 

The Five Years ^ttlement of Burdwan copld not have been realized, even if the Seafons had been 
conftantly tavouraolc. 

®/ ^”*poor, 4 thodgh the Encrcafe hos been very heavy, may, I think, he 
realized if the Scafon be favourable j but every extraordinary Accident mull occafion Defici- 


encies. I i 

The Bcerbhoom Settlement was ovier,rated, and could not have been realifed in the moft favourable 
Seafons. 

The Bilhunpror Settlement was alfo over-rated, but not very much i the Farmers rclinquilhed at 
the Beginnin^f this Year. ^ 

PatAeat was as much over-rated as Bcerbhoom. 

No one, I believe, will aflert, that BengtA « in as flourilhing a State at prefent, as in the Year 
1757, when firft we acquired an Influence! its Decline arifes from the Decay of Commerce, the Ar- 
cum of Specie, and the Lofs of Inhabitants. 

The ReduAion of the Ryot’s Rents to the Standard of what they paid jo Years ago, and the let- 
ting out the Country on fixed and ealy Leafes for Life, would probably be very ufcful. 


Mr. BarwelU fpcaking of the Over-valuation of Patchcat and BilTinpoor, obferves, that this has 
been an extenfivc Evil, and he flatters himfelf that the Error of paft Times, grounded on a Defirc 
to obtain the higheji p^^le Rtvenut, will not be perfevered in in the prelent, fince we have the 
Experience of others to regulate us, and to prevent our falling into the fame Millakes. He fays, that 
in almoft all the Divifions iii Bengal the Lands were over-rated, and many of the Renters ruined. 


Gg 


10 January 
1775. Mr, < 7 . 


Burdwan, 

Midnapoor* 


Betrbhoom, 


Bilhunpoor, 


Patchcat. 


Conru'tation^ 
14. November 
*; 75 ‘ 
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• ^ ^ 

^ ' K? 10. , R,E Marks on the estimate. 

SEftVICES to be provided for 

I. Sum is the Amount of General Ciavering*s Eftlmate, entered on the Confulti- 

tions of the 13th of March 1775, which provides for the whole Pay and Allowances of the Army at 
prefcnt,kept up, with every ellahlilbed contingent Expence, and fuppofes One Brigade to be con- 
ttantly maVflWd bri the.mr Eftabiahment. 

i In Addition to the imple|Prbvifion made for the eftabliihed Pay and Allowances of the Army, I al- 
low Rupees 26,65,000 for Military Stores and all extraordinary imforcfeenExpences. From the whole 
Charge for the Army I (hould have a Right to deduct the Pay of One Brigade, borne by the Nabob 
of Oude, amounting to Rupees. 31^20,000 per Annum, and the annual Saving of the fixed Pay and 
Allowances of Officers btefy., appointed to his Service, amounting to Current Rupees 1,08,131. 
There is no Likelihood that eidier they or the Brigade will be withdrawn from thence for maitiy Years. 
The Saving oil thefe Articles, which ought to remain in the Treafury, and be a Refource againit 
£mergencieS| is very great, and, ftridly, I might take Credit for it; but I mean to make the Eili- 
inatc fo liberal, as to obviate all Cavils or Objedlions. The Eftimatc for 1775, formed by the Ac- 
countant General, allows but 82 Lacks for the fame Services for which the prefent Eftimatc allows 
04,29,264. The Sum ought greatly to exceed the real Expcnce : If it is not equal to it, the Over- 
charge muR be attributed to fuch grofs and extravagant Abufe, as no Government ought to 
fubmit to. V. 

а. F«r/tfieatiens,’— The exaft Suwi limited by the Company for this Service, and all Repairs, 
reckoning the Current Rv^e at Two Shillings, 

3. fnvejlmefft, Tnis Sum fuppofes the Provifion of Cargoes for Six Ships, at Fourteen 
Lacks and.a .Half of Current Rupees per Ship, and of Five Lacks Eight ilmuland Rupees for 
all Expences of Faftorics, and other Commercial Charges.— N. B. The Company’s general Allow- 
ances of Hbufel Rent and Salaries to the different Ranks of their Servants (except ihofc of the 
Members of the Board of Trade) are provided for under the Head of the General Department. 
The Accomptani's Eftimatc propofed but Eighty Lacks of Current Rupees for the Inveftment. 
The Company will judge whether the Sum of 92,80,000, now allowed for all Charges on this 11 . ad, 
would not, if fairly applied, produce them as great an Inveftment as it would be prudent to demand, 
or rcafonable .to expeft, confiftcntly with the Welfare of the Country t on which the permanent 

Duration of this great Tribute muft depend. r , ,» • r 1 

4. Marine.^This Sum is the Average of the eftimated Expence of the Marine for the cn- 
fuinc Ten Years. It is formed bv the Marine Paymaftcr, and is very liberal. 

c. Remittances to the otbtr Prefidencies.— The Extradton of Twenty Lacks of R upees per Annum, 
added to the Sums conftantly fent to Europe, is a Drain on thefe Provinces, which they are by no 
Means able to bear. 'I he Allowance therefore on this Head muft in my Opinion be reduced. 

б . Civil EllabMiment,— The Three Sums which compofe the Total for this Service, arc taken 
from the adual Expence eftimated by the proper Officers in each Department. The real Charge in the 
Revenue Department will foon be reduced confiderably below the Sum allowed for it. Juggut Sect’s 
Penfionof i,2t,8oo Current Rupees, will be paid off in April 1777. 

notto.be a Charge in my Eftimatc. Attcram 0’ Dowla is very old, and Roah-ul-Dccn Hulkin 
Cawnvery inftrm i their Pcnfions, therefore, amounting to Ci|ij|t . Rupees 1,56.888, maybeex- 
peded to fall in, in a few Years: This Ihewsa Certainty of iW^ng Refources, and is io much 

in Favour of the prefent Eftimatc. , u i? ^ 

7. Lord Clive's Jaghire.— The Amount of this Article will be a Saving at the End of the Term 

for which it is granted, and increal'c the availabltyij^orplus in the Treafury. 


resources, 

territorial Revenue.^The Amount in each Article is il« Average of the Three laft Year, Nett 
Receipts into the Khalfa (ending in April 1775) tncloding the Oovernment 
Duties: which laft will of Courfc iiicreafe when the Trade lhall be laid open, h rom the Total, 1 
tkdud a general Remiffion of Ten per Cent, as a Relief to i^hc Peopk t 

of the Country. The Diftribution will depend on the refpedivc J?f jf; 

The great Surplus ftill remaining, leaves no Pretence for not granting J 
Rovan and Officers of the Khalfa, together with the Expences of the fcvcral Revenue Uliicers ac 
the Prefidency are charged and provided for under the Head of the R^f^u® Departtnent in the 

Civil Eftablifhment. The Nett Receipts into the Khalfa on Counc?s* 

. cluftvc of the Favment of Charges of Collodions in the Diftrids, Salaries to the 1 rovinciai L unci , 
&c. As thefe Charges will be rather diminilhed lu ihe preient Plan, I conceive the Amount of ne 
Eftablifhment now fxifting will bean ample ProVifion for them: This, of coiirfe, when regulated, 

muft be, added to the Affclfment on each Diftrid, as it is at ,, . j j 

2. rniute from Rajah Chep Sing -The Allowance of One and an H If per Cent, being 
for the Expcnce of Remitunce, the Rematiic’cr will come nett into tlic 1 reafury. 

Sh. Com. Rep, VI. ** ” 
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3. Duties Ctt Ophium . — I calculate the whole Quantity of Qphiuin on which Duties are to be col. 

Icdtcd, at no more than 3,000 Chcfts, of Two Maunds each, « the Rate of 30 Rupees per Mauml' 
The prclcnt Contradors have engaged to deliver 3,980 Cheftsi and when the Trade is laid open, b 
is probable the Produce will incrcafe. ' ■ 

4. Calcutta Cuftoms.—A Medium of the Three lall Tears Nett Receipts, aU Charns deduded. 

5. Bills m Europe . — This is the Sum to which the Court of DireAors haW limited this Prefideiw 

for the Two laft Years. ^ 

6. Cargoes from Europe.-— 'Wiw is rather Icfe than the ufual Amount of the Ahnuid Produce; 
The Demand for European Commodities, particularly coarfe Cldth, is likely to inCKhle. 

7. Mint Duties . — The fame Sum for which Credit is taken by the Accountants Genera] in there 
Eftimate. 

8. Certificates . — This is calculated at the Rate of ^.5,000 fterllng for each Ship. 

With regard to the unappropriated Surplus, amounting to Current Rupees 37,99,643. t$. I need 
only obferve, that it promifes to be an increafing Fund, and that of itielf it cotiftitutes as great a 
Refource againft unforefeen Emergencies as any S^'ate need or ought to feferve for that Purpt^. 
Far from endeavouring to increafe this Fund, I conceive, that when One Tear*a clear Amount of it 
(hail be realized in the Treafury, a proportionate Remlflion ihould In future be made in the CoU 
leflions « otherwife the accumulating Surplus would by Degrees abforb all the circulating Specie of 
the Country. 


Sir, 


Fott Willinm, izth Msrch 1776. 


As the Property of the 21 cmindars in their refpeAive Lands, though never doubted or difputed in 
Bengal, may poflibly be the Subjeft of a Queftion in England, and as the juft DeciSon of this 
Queftion is of great Importance to any future Settlement of the Countty, I have thought it i^ceflky 
to llipport the Right of the Zemindars by fomc farther Proofs, in Addition to thofe which I hare 
already fubmitted to the Honourable Court of Directors in my Addrefs by the Hilllborough, 

In order to make the Argument complete on this Subject, 1 mud requeft that you will obtain 
their Permiffion to fubllitute the inclofed Paper in the Place of the Note on the Firft Page of the 
Plan. 


1 am. 


Peter Michcll, Efquire, 
Halt India Houl'e, 

London. 


Sir, 

Your moft Obedient Servant, 

, ]p,jFrancis. 


NOTE. 


The inheritable Qitality of the Lands it alone fufficient to prove that they arc |Jje Property of ihe 

Zemindars. 

The Right of the Sovereign is founded on Conqueft, by which he fucceeds only to the State of 
the conquered Prince, unlcfi in the firft inftance he refolves to appropriate or transfer all private 
Property by an Ad of Power in virtue of his Conqueft. So barbarous an Idea is equally inconfiftent 
with the Manners and Policy of _^the Britilh Nation. When the Moguls conquered Bengal, there « 
no Mention in any hiftorical Acd||ot that they difpoffeffcd the Zemindars of their Lands , though it 
is frequently oblcrved, that wh«e they voluntarily came in and fubmitted to the new Govcrnmti*, 
they were received with Marks of Honour, and that Means were ufed to gain and Iccurc theif 
Attachment. 

Only Two Motives could have induced the Obnqueror to fuch an Aft of Violence as changiitg 
the Property of the Lands, Favour, or xMoncy : In the firft Cafe, his Followers and the Companions 
of his Viftory would have been nioft likely to obtain Pollcflion of the Lands, and Ibmc Traces of 
their Defeendants would be found at prefent. 

If Money had been his Objeft, the MulTulmcn Hiftorians would have made mention of the 
Sunis fo acquired, as they carefully and pompoufly mention the Value of all Acquifitioos made bf 
their Kings or Generals. It is true, the Forms of the Royal Sunnuds, or Grants to the Zemindars, 
luppofe them to hold of the Sovereign in Capite-, but this I confider as a Kind of Feodal Fiftion, 
of which the Sovereign in faft never pretended to avail himfelf, as conftituting a Right to rcUivne or 
transfer the Poffeflion. When he grants Jaguirs or Lands for religious Purpofes, his Order isad- 
drefled to the Zemindars, Chowderics, and Talookdars ■, the Land continues to be deemed a Part of 
the Zemindary, the Sovereign only grants the Rents of it j the Grantee or jagheerdar never calls 
it his Zeittindary or Talookdarry. 

In addition to this Evidence, it is material to obferve, that the late Adminiftration, who cither oil- 
poffelTcd moft of the Zemindars of the Management of the Lands, or took no Mcaforcs to reftoter 
them, conrtantly det'eribe them as the Hereditary Fretprietors j and upon this Principle allowed them a 
Penfion or Tythc of the Grofs Produce for their Support. 

The Condufion to be drawn from the preceding Fafts, is fupported tw the direft Authority <* 
thole Perfons who by their Offices here mutt be fuppofcd to have a perfeft Knowledge of the Laws 
and Cuftoms of Indoftan, and of the cftablilhed Pdlicy of the Mahomedan Government, The Rof 

2 Royaa 
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Roy*n and Canongoes are competent Judges of the Cuftom of the Country, and of the UfagC of 
the former Government : The Pundits arc the Expounders of the Hindoo Law v Mahomed Reza 
Catnit Naib Saba of Bengal, is appealed ro for the Law of the Coran and the Policy of the Mogul 
Conquerors t and Rajaii Shitabroy, Naib of Patna, proves the Cuftom of the Bahar. Thcfe Perfons 
were dircAed by the late Prelident and Council, in April 1773, to furnilh the Board with Anfwers to 
certain Quefttons feverally propofed to them, concerning the Inheritance of Zemindars. As their 
Opinions concur, and leave no Room for any farther Queftion on the Subjeff, it may be ofeful to 
ftatc^them in this Place. 

Tkf following Extrads are taken from the Gonfulatbns in the Revenue Department. 


Fort William, 6th April 1773. 

The Decifion of the Right of the Succefllon depending upon the Laws of the Caft or Ulages of 
the Country, which may occur in many other Inftances of the like Nature 5 

Refolved, That the following general Qpeftions be put to the Roy Royan and Canongoes, to 
be by refolved according to the Ulage of the Country Government of Bengal ■, and to the 
Pundits, who have been aflembled for the Purpofe of preparing an Abftrad of the Hindoo Laws, to 
be by them refolved according to the Laws of the Gentoos. 

1. Whether lineal Dcfcent conveys an aWolute Right to the Socceirion, independant of Govern- 
ment, or whether an Ad of Government is ticceffary to eftablilh that Right ? 

2. Whether Succeflion to Zemindaties is valid in the Female Line ? 

a. Suppofc the elder Branch to have pafled through Four fucccflivc Generations, and become ex- 
tind and the Fourth in Defccnt from the Second Branch to be living, has the Survivor of the 
$qco(id Branch, who has no PolToffion, a Right by the Laws of the Shaftah, or by the Ulages of 
Bengal, to fuccced to the Zemindarry vacant by the Extindion of the elder Line } or does it revert to 

4, Through how many Generations does the Line of Succetllon to Inheritance of Zemindarries 
without Foffelfion, and when does the Right revert to Government ? 


Fort William, ayth April 1773. 

The Supcrintendlnt of the Khalfa delivers ih to the Board Two Copies of the Queftions propoled 
in Confultation of the 6th Inftant, with feparate Anlwers to each from the Roy Royan and other 
Officers of the Khalfa to one Copy, and from the Pundits, to whom they were referred, to the other 

Copy. 



Anfwer from the Roy Royan and Canongoes. 

t After the Death of a Zemindar the Zemindarry devolves to his Son, although the Country 
belongs to the King, and may indeed give it to whom he pleafes , but it is neither confortnablc to the 
Toftice nor the Cuftom of the Country, that he give it to any other. In cafe the dcceafcd Zemindar 
haltft a Son the Son has a Right to take PoIRffion of his Father’s Zemindarry > but it is ufual for 
5 ie S ^^8 Zemfodar, after his Father’s Death, to repair to the Prefence, and prefent a Niezzer to 
t a ne.s™»u<l m, be made ou. toName , f« uabl ^ 

Mtftfudditt and other Officers of the Sircar will not acknowledge him H Zemindar, therefore 
ncceifary tiitit he Ihoiild produce a Sunnud. 

3. 

unlefs 

before either her Father s erotner, or ncr r4u.,.. 4 *..wa..v. " ■:;rf WMf 'r»ke Pofleffion of the 

tain a Sunnud, which is cuftomary for the King to grant. She cannot of hcrfelf take Poftemon 

for the Malguzary and obtain Sonnuds } and ffiOU y acauired Poffeflion of the Zemin- 

elfc, either b? his fotrigues at Court obtam^ a Sunntb and on the 

darry, or been invefted in it by virtue of the K g y» ^^jthout ever having had 

Par/ of the deceafed Zemindar’s Sons , or m « e thofe ^n foouW d^ ^ 

. Pofleffion of the Zemindarry, Right of Inheritance. Should the Zc- 

Zemindarry, it in that Cafe devolves to the King. Anfwer 
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Anfwer from the Pundits. 

. . , j 

1. Upon the Death of a Zemindar the Ground belongs tOibis Son, asalfo all his Oth^rEffcdft 
Whether or not the King’s Sunnud is ncccffary to put him^ PolfelHon, is not written in the Shatter/ 

2. Should this Zemindar have neither Son, nor Wife, nor Grandfon, nor Great Grandfon, his 

Daughter will enjoy the Zemindarry. * ' 

3. The Defcendants of the younger Brother, according to the Shatter, will fuccetd to the Jfcfe. 

mindarry. ■i.ii. *.5. 

4. While there remain any Sons or other Diefcendants or Heirs, the Zetnindarry will not fiiHf^h the 
Government ; where there arc no Heirs then it will fall. 

Baneffur Shurmun, 

(Signed by) Kerparam Shurmun, 

Seteram Debe Shurmun, 


; Fort William, ift June 177 
From Mahomed Reaa Cawn. 

Anfwer to Queftion ift. 

According to the Law of the Coran, a Son has a Right to fuccecd his Father in a Zemindarry, 
indcpcndantly of any Sunnud from the King; nor is it in the King’s Power to difpofe of it as he 
pleafcs, his Right only extends to the receiving of its eftablMhed Revenue. 

Anfwer to Queftion ad. 

In Cafe of there being no other Heir, a Daughter is, agreeably to the Law of the Cor^, Hcireli to 
the whole of her Father’s Eftate, and can take PolTcirion of the Zemindarry left by her Father ; but 
ihould there be other Heirs, (he has then only a Right to (hare, as decreed in the Holy Scriptures. 

Anfwer to Queftion gd. 

In the Calcs propofed in this Queftion, the Defendants of the younger Brother, as far as his 
Grandfon’s Grandfon, when neither he nor they had PoirelTion of the Zemindarry, are, according to 
the Laws of the Coran, entitled to it •, nor docs the King’s Right extend farther than over its cftablilhed 
Rents. 

Anfwer to Queftion 4th. , 

So long as there are any Heirs of the Zemindar remaining, even fhould they not have been in 
PofilfTion of the Zemindarry for many Generations, the Zemindarry docs not become the Property of 
the King •, nor has he, agreeably to the Laws of the Koran, ary Right over it, further than the receiv- 
ing of its eftablilhcd Rents. 

Anfwer from Shitabroy. 

For Bahar, 

Anfwer ift. — When a Zemindar dies, his Son fucceeds to the Zemindarry, according to theCuftom 
of the Soubah of Bahar, but the King is entitled to the Revenue of it. The great Zemindars, for 
the Sake of the greater Security, receive a Sunnud from the King j the King never grants one but 
to the lawful Heir, In ca&tbe Heir is not able to pay the Revenue, he may fell the Zemindarry, 
which becomes the Right of the Buyer, but it is nccelTary that he fliould receive a Sunnud. 

Anfwer the ad. — A Daughter can inherit the Zemindarry, provided her Father bought it and put 
her in Pofleflion, with the Teftimony of his Relations, before his Death. If the Zemindarry defeended 
to him from his Anceftors, it becomes the Property of their Defcendants, and not of his Daughter. 
If there are no fuch Defcendants, it is th^n the Right of the Daughter. 

Anfwer 3d. — If none of the cldcft Brother’s Line is living, and the Zemindarry defeended from the 
late Zemindar’s Anceftors, it is the Right of the Delcendants of the younger Brother. If the late 
Zemindar hinifclf bought it, and during his Life.time appointed no Heir, it doubtlefs devolves to the 
King. , 

Anfwer 4th.— In cafe after a Zemindar’s Death his Sons happened to obtain Pofleflion of it, when 
they afterwards appear and claim it, and arc ready to pay the Revenue, the King's Oncers, confidcr- 
ing their Hereditary Right, will give them Pofleflion, even after fome Generations. The Reveauc 
belongs to the King, but the Land to the Zemindar, 
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If 

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S NEW OFFICE. 


Extrjft of the Governor General’s Minute, in the Secret Confultation of the 7th of December 1775,' 
in Reply to the Mirtute of Geheral Claverlilg, Coloriel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated 
18 th Oftober 1775. 


Mefli-s. Clavering, Monfon, and 
Francis’s Minute. 

E very Member of this Board 
muft know and believe, that no 
Man feds it more fenfibly than the Go- 
vernor General himfelf, that fince the 
Transfer of the Lands from the ori- 
ginal Owners to the prefent Farmer, 
and fince the Abolition of the local 
Jurifdiflions cxercifed by the Zemin- 
dars in their refpeftive Zemindarries, 
Vrhich followed that Transfer, the 
internal Government of the Country 
has fallen into a moft alarming State 
of Confufion. 


By the Conftitution of Bengal the 
Zemindar prefided in the Criminal 
Court of his Diftridt, prohounced 
and executed Sentence on all Of- 
fences lefs than Capital, and was 
anfwerable to the Nazim for the 
Peace and gpod Order of the Coun- 
try, as far as his Jurifdiftion extend- 
ed. An Inllitution of this Nature 
might undoubtedly be liable to 
Abufes i but it was conformable to 
the Manners and Prejudices of the 
People, who looked to their Chiefs 
alone for Juftice and Protedlion : It 
made an elfential Part of the Con- 
flitution of the Country, and could 
not be abolilhed without breaking 
that regular Chain of Subordination 
and Dependances, by which the Go- 
vernment and the People were united 
in One Political Body. 


Sat. Com. Rep, VI. 


Mr. Hafting’s Reply.' 

T CANNOT fubfcribtf to the Opinion which is quoted as mine 
^ in this Paragraph : In the Plan which I delivered in to the 
late Board of Revenue, on the 19th of April 1774, and to which 
I fuppofe it alludes, I mentioned, as one Caufc of the Increafe 
of Robbers, “ the Removal of that Claim which the Public, 
“ by immemorial Ufage, before poirelTcd, to the Reditution of 
“ all Damages and L^es fudained, by the Zemindars of the 
“ Country.” It was nbt “ the Abolition of the local Jurif- 
“ diftion cxercifed by the Zemindars but of the Difufe of 
the Penalty, to which 1 in Part attributed thofe Diforders. 
The Farmers poflefled the fame Power which the Zemindars 
had cxercifed before, but the Penalty was not cxadlcd from 
them, becaufe, as I haVfc dated it in the fame Minute, it would 
have fallen Ultimately on the Government itfclf; and fo it 
would if the Zemindars had been left in Podedion, and the 
Penalty exafted from them, unlefs fuch a Share of the Rents 
had been allowed them, as was retained by the Zemindars 
when they held their Lands in a lefs Degree of Depcndance 
On the Government j which has not been the Cafe tor many 
Years before I returned to this Country, or even before the 
Acquifition of the Dewanny. 

The Nature of the Jurifdiftion which the Conditution of 
Bengal allowed to the Zemindars, as it is explained in the 
oppofite Paragraph, differs very widely from the Idea which 
I have always entertained of it. 1 venture to pronounce with 
Confidence, that “ by the Conditution of Bengal the Zemin- 
“ dar neither prefided in the Criminal Court of his Didrift, 
“ nor pronounced nor executed Sentence on all Offences lefs 
“ than Capital nor on any Offences whatever, except the 
Non-payment of the Rents. “ “He was anfwerable, it is true, 

for the Peace and good Order of the Country, as far as his 
“ Jurildiftion extended j” but only as the fubordinate indru- 
ment of a larger Sydem. The Land Servants, or the ancient 
Militia of the Country, were under his immediate Charge 1 
and being didributed throughout the Zemindarry, enabled the 
Zemindar both to watch over its internal Quiet, and to obtain 
Information of whatever paffed in any Part of it j and fo far 
the Foujedarry Jurifdiftion is inherent in the Zemindar. In 
the Excrcife of it he was fubjeft to a Foujedar, who had the 
Supcrintendance of a Didrift comprehending many Zemindar- 
riesj and had the Tannahs or inferior Stations under the 
Charge of Officers and armed Men, dependant on him, be- 
fides a Part of the Land Servants of each Zemindarry, the reft 
being employed to guard the Villages, and enforce the Col- 
leftions. 

It was the Zemindar’s Duty to give conftant Intelligence 
to the Nabob through the Roy Royan, and to affift the Fou- 
jedar in the Apprehenfion of Robbers, and in executing the 
Meafures which were required of him for prefcrving the 
Peace of the Country *, but this Duty firft and immediately 
belonged to the Foujedar, who was the Reprefentative of the 
Nizam, and “ to him the People looked up for Juftice and 
1 i •« Proteftion, 
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“ Protection, even againft their Chiefs.” The Foujedsr 
was the Cheek even upoti the Zemindal's, who were often, and 
thofe of the Dacca DiftriCts always, the Patrons and A^ttors 
of Decoits, whofe Haunts and Praftices it was their efpecial 
Duty to detetft. In EffeCt, the Law or Cuftom which made 
the Zemindar refponfiblc for all Jobberies committed in hi$ 
DiftriCt, whatever might have been the Purpofe of its original 
Inftitution, operated, and was regarded under the Mahon>edan 
Government, rather as a Punifliment for Connivance, thin a 
Fine for NegleCls. Many Inftances may be quoted of Ze- 
mindars who exercifed other Powers, and particularly in the 
oppreflivc Cuftom which they had alfumed, of levying un. 
limited Fines from their Ryots, on Aceufations of Fornication, 
and a Variety of other Pretences : Such is the Cafe in all def- 
potic Governments, efpecially in thofe which have undergone 
f^requent Revolutions ; but 1 believe, and 1 have Authority 
for believing, that the conftitutional Powers of which die 
general Police of Bengal was compofed, will be found to have 
been exaClly as I have deferibed them. The Abufes which 
were exercifed by the Zemindars, and others in Authority, are 
enumerated, among other Evils, by the Committee of Circuit, 
ifl a Letter to the Board, dated the 15 th Auguft lyya, in 
thefe Words, “ The Zemindars, Farmers, Sheidars, and other 
“ Officers of the Revenue, alTuming that Power, for which no 
“ Provifion is made by the Law of the Land, &c.” This is a 
clear Demonftration that the Zemindars were at that Time 
regarded by myfcif and by the Committee of Circuit, as pof- 
feffing no Right to exercife a judicial Authority •, and being 
written on an Occafion on which we could not be fufpefted 
of any Bias, will be admitted by every candid Judge, as a 
Proof that the Zemindars really did not poflefs that Right. 
The Zemindar of Burdwan was allowed the Exercife of a 
Foujedarry Jurifdiftion by a fpecial Sunnud from the Nazim ; 
I believe there is not another Inftance, and this is rather a 
Proof of the Exiftence of the Syftem which I have deferibed, 
than an Exception to it, otherwife an efpecial Sunnud would 
have been unneceflary. 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Confultations, ill November 1776. 

The Governor General delivers in the following Minute : 

Governor General — In whatever Manner it may be hereafter determined to form the new Settle- 
ment of the Provinces after the Expiration of the prefent Lcafes, it will be equally ncceflary to be 
previoufly furnilhed with the accurate States of the real Value of the Lands, as the Grounds on 
which it is conftruiled. To obtain thefe, will be the Work of much official Knowledge, fome Ma- 
nagement, and unremitted Labour in compiling and collecting the Accounts of tlie paft Collcdions, 
in digefting the Materials which may be furniihed by the Provincial Councils and Dewans, in ifluing 
Orders for fpecial Accounts and other Materials of Information, and in deputing Native Officers on 
occafional Inveftigations. 

It is impoffiblc for the Board to condud a Bufinefs of fuch Detail, neither can it be left wholly to 
the Provincial Councils : It requires Uniformity in the Defign, Authority in the Execution, and an 
extraordinary Share of Refponfibility, to animate the Zeal of thofe who arc entrufted with the 
Charge of it. 

I therefore propofe, that a temporary Office be conftituted to execute this Bufinefs, under the 
Condud of One or Two Covenanted Servants of the Company, afhfted by a Dewan and other Officers, 
either feleded from the Offices of the Khalfa, or octafiimally chofen for fpecial Commifllonft; that 
for the Sake of Difpatch, alj Orders iffiied dom this Office, for the Execution of fuch particular 
Services as Ihall have received the general Sandion of the Board, be written in the Name of tl.e 
Governor General, and the Controul of it be committed to his immediate Charge. 

Befides the immediate Duty of this Office, which I have above deferibed, and which I fuppofc to 
be indifpenfably necelTary and cflentisl to the Formation of an equal Settlement, many other Points 
of Enquiry will be alfo ufeful, to fecure to the Ryots the perpetual and undifturbed Pofleflion of 
their Lands, and to guard them againft arbitrary Exadions. This is not to be done by Proclama- 
tions and Edids, nor by Indulgences to the Zemindars and Farmers. The l^armer will not be 
obeyed, unlcfs enforced by Regulations fo framed as to produce their own Effcd without requiring 
the Hand of Government to interpofe its Support ; and the latter, though it may feed the Luxury 
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bf the Zemindars, or the Rapacity of the Farmers, will prove no Relief to the Cultivator, whofe 
Welfare ought to be the immediate and primary Care of Government. 

The Defign of eftabliQiing new Pottahs for the Ryots, the Failure of which has been often ob- 
jefted to as a Reproach on the late Adniiniftration, has been tried with equal ill Succels by the pre- 
fent, in their l^c Settlement of fiurdVan *, where, notwithftanding the folemn Engagement of the 
Zemindars, anef the peremptory Injundions of Government, not a Pottah has yet been granted (if 
try Information is true, and it may be cafliy proved) nor will be granted, of a different Tenure from 
ihofc which have been CUftomary for fomc Years paft, unlcfs more regular Means are taken to pro- 
duce them. Future EfleiSts may be concluded from fuch fiir.iile Caufes without the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy. It is the Zemindar’s Intereft to exaft the greateft Rent he can from the Ryots •, and it is as 
much againft his Intereft to fix the Deeds by which the Ryots hold their Lands and pay their Rents, 
to certain Bounds and Defences againft his own Authority. The Foundation of fuch a Woik muft 
be laid by Government itfclf: All that I would here propofe is, to colleff the Materials for ir, by 
obtaining Copies of the prefent Pottahs, and of the Ncrrie Bundec, or Rates of Land, by wliicn 
they arc regulated in each Diftridl, and every other Information which may throw a Light on this 
Subjeft, and enable the Board hereafter to eftablifli a more permanent and regular Mode of 
Taxation. 

Ordered, That it do lie for Confideration, 


; Extrad of Fort William Revenue Confultations, 5th November 1776. 

Mr. Francis delivers in the following Minut«'in Reply to the Governor General’s, entered on the 
clofc of laft Day’s Proceedings. 

Mr. Francis— I have confidcred the Governor General’s Propofal for the Inftitution of a new 
Office in the Revenue Department, for the Purpoles therein dcfciibcd, with the llridell Attention, 
and with every Difpofnion which the Governor himfelf could wifli to imprefs upon me, to co-operate 
■with him in the Plan and Execution of the enluing Settlement. I deem it my Duty, in tlie firft In- 
ftance, to deliver my Sentiments freely on every Meafurc which has Relation to this important Sub- 
jefti in the next, to aflift even in the Condufi: of Arrangements which I may not appiove, and to 
promote their Succefs when once they are refolvcd on ; in this Refpeft my Conduft, after a Refolutiorf 
uken, will not be affefted by the Opinion I may exprefs in the previous Debate. The Governor hai 
been long acquainted with my general Opinion on the Subjeft of a permanent Settlement, and I per- 
fuadc myfelf will- not attribute my Difapprobation of the Propofal now before me, to any other Mo- 
tive but thofc which I profefs. 

If nothing clfe were in queftion but the Tnftitution of a temporary Office for the Difpatch of a 
voluminous and intricate Bufinefs, to collcdt and methodize confufrd Materials, and to make Enqui- 
ries, or to ilToc Orders purely of Detail, in the Name of the Governor, under the general Sandtioii 
of the Board, I Ihould yield to it without Difficulty, whether convinced or not of the Utility of the 
Inftitution. The Perfon on whom the principal Share of Refponfibility will tall, ought to be affiltcd 
in that Way in which he may chiefly think he wants Afliftancc. 

My Objections go to the avowed or implied Principles of the Plan, in the Formation of wlvrh 
tbe new Office is to be employed. I colledt the Principles of the Governor’s Plan from the F.nqui- 
rics he intends to make; the Nature of the Information he propofes to obtain, fuggefis to me tlic 
only Purpofe to which it can be applied 5 it is poffible however that I may be miflakcn in both In- 
ftanecs. 


Firft propofed Objedt, “ To be previoufly fur- 
nidicd with accurate States of the Value of 
the Lands, and thefe to be obtained from the 
Accounts of the paft Collciftions, from Mate- 
rials fiirnifhcd by the Provincial Councils, 
from fpccial Accounts, and other Materials of 
Information, and by deputing native Officers 
on occafional Inveftigation.” 


1 would firft a(k, What is the Purpofe of this 
accurate Valuation of the l.ands i* Is it meant to 
exadt from the People the iitmoft Revenue they 
can poflibly pay ? Or fti ill we content ourlelvcs, 
once for all, with fucJi a Revenue as the Sci vices 
of Governmenr, conftituted as it is at preleiu, in- 
dilpenfably require ? 

If the Firft was a juft or attainable Objedf, it 
ought to have been effedted by the Committee of 
hioheft Bidders, without any other Confideration, 


Circuit’s Settlement. Tlie Lands were let to the ...^ — - . , ■ , ■ r 

fdr the avowed Purpofe of afeertaining the utmoft Revenue which Govcrnnient could obtain ffoni 
them • The aflual Collcaions made on this Plan ought therefore to be admitted as the Tcft of 
what the Country upon the Whole will pay. Ih this Senfe I am corivinced it will prove too muth, 
btcaufc no fair Conclufion can be drawn from a temporary Rack Rent to a permanent Revenue. 

If at this Time any more particular Informations are neceffary, I wiffi to know of what Nature they 
arc, and from what Sources they are to be procured ? Will the Farniers, or any of their -Agents, 
furnifh us with Accounts of their adtoal Colleaions? That is v/ill they make us acquainted with 
the Profits, merely bccaufe we alk them i efpccially after all of them have applied for Remiffio^s, 
and many have obtained them? Hitherto their Communications to Government exhibit 
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Lofs, Deficiency, Balances, and the NecefTity of Rcmifllons : If they give us any MofFuQil Acc6unts 
whatfoever, wc may be afiured that fuch Accounts will be taKified, Ncithet can we expe^ more cre- 
dible Information from the Zemindars, whom we have difpofleffed of the Management of their 
Lands, and removed from any Concern in the Colledlions j or whom wc have reduced to the Condi* 
tion of Farmers, and of couife obliged to aft upon the fame Principles ; Thefc arc the very laft 
People from whom, in their prefent Circumfiances, we have any Right to expeft Afliftance. A 
Syftcm of Taxation, which avowedly aims, or is fuppofed to aim, at raifing the greateft poflible Reve» 
nue, is in its Nature hoftilc to every Species of private Property, and tends to make every Proprietor 
an Enemy to Government. To fuch a Syftem the People or this Country have nothing to oppofe, but 
a Concealment of whatever Means or Fortune they have left. This is their only and laft Defence, 
and this it is fuppofed will be given up without Difficulty, upon the firft Attempt of Government to 
penetrate through it. 

But perhaps it is meant to obtain the propofed Accounts from the Ryots themfclves. In that 
Cafe fomc Millions of the lowed Order of the People are to be feparately alked, what each of them 
has paid in any given Period to the Farmer or Collcftor immediately above him; and Government 
muft not only confide in the Truth of his Anfwer, but in the Exaftnefs of the Report of it. Now 
I apprehend it is not the intcreft of the Ryot to fpeak the Truth in any Cafe. In anfwer to fuch an 
Enquiry, if he fuppofes it made for the Purpofc of giving him Relief, he will exaggerate his 
Diftreffes, and the Oppreffion he labours under. But as his Experience is not likely to fugged 
that Idea to him, and as Diffidence, Diftruft in Government, and Fear of any Alteration, is the 
firft Principle of Aftion with the Natives of all Ranks, he will probably fufpeft that the En- 
quiry is not made for his Benefit, buc ^cithcr with a View to load him with new Taxes, or to 
continue him at the iitmoft Rate he has ever paid; in this Cafe he will (ink the Amount of his ac- 
tual Payments, left what he is able to pay in fiui,yc fhould be determined by whac he has puid 
heretofore. 

Let it be fuppofed, neverthclefs, that by fomc Means or other all Difficulties are overcome, and 
that we are in PofTcflion of exaft Copies of the Accounts of the MofulFil Colleftions; I then wi(h 
the Board to confider what an enormous Mafs of loofe, confufed, and intricate Bcngally Accounts 
will be thrown upon our Hands ; out of which Two of the Company’s Servants, with the Afiiftance 
of a few Native Officers, arc to draw clear, diftinft Abilrafts of the aftual Colleftions of evciy 
Village in the Three Provinces: All this muft be done fume Time before April next ; and Govern- 
ment is to be fo well affured of the Accuracy of the Account, that we may iafely make it the Foun- 
dation of our Settlement. The complex Idea which the whole Operation gives me, is a Uni(^ of 
Confufion and Impoffibility, through which I am confident no human Penetration can find its Way. 

In conlidering the Objeft of the propofed accurate Valuation of the Lands, fuppofing it attainable, 
it appears to me that it would be iilclefs, except for the fingle Purpofe of levying the greateft pojfiblc 
Revenue, The Valuation could only be true at one given Point of Time. I'hc proportionate Value 
of Lands fluftuates in all Countries, according to the immediate Induftry or Ability oLthc Owners: 

^ In this Country more particularly it depends on Accidents of Droughts, Inundation, or favourable 
Seafon, of which no general Calculation can be formed. But this Objeft I hope and believe is not 
in Contemplation. An Attempt to annihilate all intermediate iVofits between the Ryot and the Go- 
vernment, if it were juft and rcafonablc in itfelf, I am confident would never fucceed, though it 
would be produftive of Mifchicf in many other Senfes ; Oppreffion would ftill exaft, and Fraud 
pervert from the Receipts of Government, thofc Profits which wc might endeavour to aboliffi ; but 
in that Cafe, inftead ot fupporting the natural and lawlul Proprietors of the Soil, they would link 
with Agents, Colleftors, and Farmers, ** a Race of Men who have no Bowels for the Contributors, 
“ who arc not their Subjefts, and whofc univerfal Bankruptcy, if it Ihould happen the Day after 

their Farm is expired, would not much affeft their Iniercft.** I'he Idea itfelf fuppofes the Ex* 
tinftion of thofc iucccffivc Ranks of Subordination in Society, through which the Operations ot 
Government defeend, by regular and eafy Gradations, from the Summit to the Bafe. When the 
fimplc and natural Channels of Authority arc quitted or difeompofed, the State itfelf loles that Shape 
and Proportion which conftitucc its Strength and qualify it for Duration. 

What then is the prefent Objeft of Government ? Wc know the Amount of our Expcnccs, ami 
we know in general what the Country can pay; wc alfo know, that in general it has been much 
over-rated. Our Provincial Councils are able to inform us what particular Diftrifts have been fa- 
voured or opprefled, in what Parts the Colleftions have been realized with Difficulty, and whac 
Diftrifts indifpenfably require Relief: Our own conftant Experience tells us, that upon the Whole 
there ought to be a Remiffion, I admir, that an Aflefl'mcnt, formed on thefc Grounds, may not be 
pcrfeftly accurate or equal; but this Inconvenience, whatever it may be, is neither capable of a 
Remedy, nor docs it defer vc to be regarded. 

The Inequalities of an Aircflmcnt, in itfelf not cxccffive and intolerable, will foon level of 
themfclves, provided all Parties know with Certainty the utmoft they arc to pay, and are affured chat 
they will not be expofed to an arbitrary Incrcafc of Demands on future Improvements. Without a 
fixed Jumma, I affirm that no Mcafures whatfoever can favc the Country. A conquered Province, 
cfpecially at fbch a Diftance from the Scat of Empire, can have no other poffiblc Security againlt 
the Miniftcrs and Reprefentatives of the governing Power. 

I Amfcnfiblc that my Opinion on ^his, or any other great political Queftion, is no Authority: I 
r Oelirc 
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’lifi't-’ ilicrefore to fupport it by tliofe of Men already in PoficlTion of the Public Refpciff and 
pilerni. I fc^r no Condemnation which may involve me with Doftor Smith, Sir James Stewart, 
and Montefqviicu. 

II Ic is no cafy Matter to frame th« Valuation of all the Property of a Country , and it is a Scheme 
ii j fhould be very far from propoftng, u^lefs the Spirit of a Nation took fuch a I'urn as to widi 
«t it : But where a. determinate Sum has been in ufc to be levied upon a certain Diftridt, it does not 
" appear fo difficult to make a proportional Diftribution of it according to Equity, and to adhere 
“ for the future to that Diftribution, confidering it as a prcpcrt-.cnal Valuation, if not a rtal one. 

“ This is done every Year, and without it no fuch Tax could be railed ; But when Annual Diftri- 
‘‘ butions arc made, Dil'contents conftantly arife, and the pretended I'iquality thereby obi'erved, pro- 
“ duces worfc EfFcfts than the Inecjualities which would follow from the other Scheme, becaufc tlie 
*' Chanoe in the relative Value of Poflcfrions would then be chiefly owing to the Induftry of every 
“ Proprietor in improving his Lot.” Vide Sir J, Slcuart's En/iuiry into the Nature of Pol, Cliioncmy, 
Pol. a. Pogi 5^3- 

“ A fludluating annual Valuation, which is the Cafe in France, produces numbcrlefs Incon- 
‘t veniences , and upon the Whole, they arc far greater than thofe which it is intended to avoid. 

“ I at^rcc, that the fame Land may be worth more one Year than another, but it is impoftiblc by 
“ a fludoatihg Valuation to afeertain that Difterence over a whole Country, to the Satisfadfion of 
» every one , and although by fixing it at one Rate upon every Pofteftion, Inequalities mult take place, 
“ yet fixing it from rifing in Proportion to Improvement, will prove an Encouragement to Induftiy, 
“ which will greatly over balance fuch an Inequality, every one then will be m tlic Way of ac- 
« quiiing an Addition to his Income, free of Land Tax , and if this be thought too great an Encou- 
“ raaement to Improvement, let the Regulation be only fixeil for a determinate l ime, luj'p ile a 
“ Coitury , this js no more than giving every one, as it were, a Lealc of their Land J ax lor a hun- 
“ dred Years , and Experience fticws, that withotff granting long Leafes, it is inipofliblc that Lands 
“ fliould ever be improved.” Vide D\ Vol. ii. Page 578. 

“ The Uncertainly of Taxation encourages the Inlolence and favours the Corruption of an 
« Order of Men, who are natur.ally unpopular, even wheic they are neither infokiu nor corrupt. The 
“ Ccitaintyof what each Individual ought to pay, is, in Taxation, a Matter ol fo gicat Import- 
“ anCe, that a confiderable Degree of Inequality, it appears I believe from tlie Exptiunccof all 
“ Nations, is not near fo great an Evil as a very fmall Degree of Uncertainty.” Vide Detior Smith's 
Fnquiiy into the Nature and Catifes of the fVcalth of Nations, Vdt. it. f^m to, Page 424. 

In forming a Regifter of the different Claffcs of Landed Proptriy, >t is very dillicult to after- 
« tairf* the fcveral Differences, and ftill more fo to find People who have no Intertft in mil- 
“ ftaiina them. This creates Two Kinds of Injuftire, that which is in the Olheer of Govern- 
« ment, and that ^ich is inherent in the Thing itfelf •, but it on the Whole the Tax be not ex- 
“ tellivc, if it ftill leaves Plenty to the People, thefe particular Inequalities are or no Moment , if 
« on the contrary, nothing is left to the People but what is precifely nctcllary lor their Exillciice, 
“ the leaft Dif]^portion will be of the gveateft Importance,” Monlcftiuicu, B. xm. L. 7. 


The Second Ohjell of the propofed Office is, 
“ To fecurc to the Ryots the perpetual and un- 
‘‘ diflurbed Poffclfion ot their Lands, and to 
“ guard them againft arbitrary Taxations, this 
“ IS to be eflefted by new Pottahs, formed on 
” an Infpeaion of the prefent Pottahs, and of 
“ die Rates of Land, by which they are regu- 
“ lated in each Diftri£t.” 


Before I enter farther into the wide Field which 
this P.art of tlie Plan opens to me, I muft clear 
it of an Argument uled by the Governor, which 
I think reprefents but a Part of the Faft it re- 
fers to J it is afferted, “ that not a Pottah has 
“ yet been granted in Burdwan, notwithftanding 
“ the Zemindars Engagement, .and the Injunc- 
“ tions of Government.” 


The Time limited for granting fuch Pottahs is not clapftd, and I do not y« drfpa.r of fon c 
Degree of Succefs •, for the reft, 1 fli-ill content myfclf with remarking, iliat the Mealures of a di- 
vided Council m'l be defeated by Difficulties external to them , and that a P.ailm^ proves nothing, 
but that the entire Strength and Influence of Government did not accompany the Lxecution 1 his, 

1 fear, may happen in other Inftanccs, as long as the Ments and Succels of one 1 ar ot the Ad- 
minilUation can be interpreted as a Reproach, or viewed with Diffatisladion by . , 

It is propofed to fecure the Ryots the perpetual and undifturbcd PollclTion of their La™** 
This Language I know is popular, and has been often ufed, without any apparent Benefit to the 
Rvot to ^countenance and give a Colour to Ads of Violence and Injuftice againft the Zemindars, 

- ockrrp::r R.„kf„h.hc N..^. Th. r»l 

I'lelienfion, but it is very material not to miftake it. Before wc give perpetual I ofleffion, we ought to 
determine the Property! This State does not confift of nothing 

It true [hat ihc Rvot i. Pfoprittor of the Unci t It Is not even neceflary that he Ihoulti be lo, tithet 
. h o ,n teBt, k that of Government. The Scheme of ever, tegular Government teqorrcs 
. 'at he Mafsof hifcople IkouUI labour, and that the Few Ihoold be lupponed by the Labours of 
he ManV- who r."e their Rett.btilion in the Peace, Ptoleaion, and Secunty which accompames 
tuS So’tUy ,.!d regular .Subordination. The foppofed tayr of the Zemmdars eon efs 

a new Idea to me. Tie ’f ‘l’‘ I’"”"" “ difputed. But it docs not Mb*' 

Sel. Com. Rep. VI, . 
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btcaufc the Ryot has no direft permanent Property in the Lands, he fhould therefore have no R/VW 
or that no Care Ihould be taken to protcfl him. Without his AlCilanctf the Land is ulelefs to the 
Zemindar. If they are left to thcmielves, they will foon come to an Agreement, in which ewh 
Party will find his Advantage : The Pottah is the Evidence and Security of this voluntary Agree, 
ment. In the prefent State of the Country, the Ryot ha* in faft the Advantage over the Zemin- 
dar. Where fo much Land lies wade, and fo few Hands are left for Cultivation, the Pcafoit 
muft be courted to undertake it •, at all Events, the Interpofition of Government b^tw.een them, 
fhould have no Objeft but to enforce the Execution of their refpeftive Engagements. To di&tc 
the fj^ecific Terms of every Leafc, is an Invafion of the Rights of Property in the firft Inftance : 
It is a Bufinefs of Detail, which no way belongs to Government, which we arc in n6 Senfe equal to, 
and which carries a vexatious Scrutiny and an arbitrary Exertion of Power upon the Face of it. 
Governmenr, after affefling the Zemindar or Landlord according to his Portion of the Public Re- 
venue, is fuppofed to enter into the Management of his Patrimony, and to preferibe to him the 
Rates at which he fliall be obliged to parcel it out to his Tenants. 

The Idea of guarding the Ryots againft arbitrary EtcaSiBn, is juft and attainable, though not by the 
Method propofed ; but I affirm, that it is wholly incompatible with the Principles of a Governmenr, 
which claims and exercifes a Right of arbitrary Taxation, and whofe profefled Objeft is to exaft 
the greateft poJJibU Revenue from the Country. Let us begin with fetting an Example of Juftice 
and Moderation to our Subjedts : Let us proportion our Demand to eur Neceffities, not to their 
utmoft Abilities. A mild and equitable Government will gradually extend and communicate the 
Priticiples on which itfelf afts, to the Ranks and Powers fubordinate to it. Tyranny creates Tyranny, 
and is obliged to fupport it. ^ ^ .■ 

Upon the Whole, I cannot be more clearly fatisfied in any Opinion, than that the Governor 
General’s Plan tends to load him with an enon||ous Detail of Bufinefs, which if is impoffiblc for 
him to accomplilh i that the propofed Accounts cannot be procured, without difperfing a Multitude 
of indigent and rapacious Black Officers through the Country •, that if attainable could not be de- 
pended upon } and that if they were even fo accurate, they ought not to be the Ground of the 
enfuing Settlement. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


Extraft of Fort William Rcypnuc Confultations, lath November 1776. 41^ 

V * 

The Governor General recommend? the following fijtcd Eftabliftiipent for tlligQfficc propofed in 
^is Minute of the ift Inftant. 


Eftablilhinent 
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Eftabliflxraent for the Office. 


Mr, Davit^ Anderfon? Superintendants,? 

2,400 

Mr. George Boole 1 at 1,200 R* each i 

Ferfiao Tranfiator — . 

Writers — 

— 

200 

300 

400 

Office Rent — - 

- , , 

Candles and petty Charges — 

Native Officers. 

A Peifhear. 


50 

A Naib — — 


250 

A Sheriftadar — — . 

wa 

100 

Five Perfian Moheriers, at 50 — 


250 

5 Bengal p% at 40 — 

2 Moonlhics — 

_ 

200 

... 

150 

2 Ditto — — • 


60 

A Head Moherir, for tranflating 


100 

2 Under Moherirs — 


80 

A Merdah — — 


20 

10 Peons — — 


40 

i^jemitdar — — 

— 

t 5 

10 Hircarrahs ^ “ 


50 

2 Dufterbunds — 

.... 

10 

2 Frafhes — — 

... 

8 

A MufTalchy — 

~ 

5 

A Iharoo — — • 

— 

3 

Oil, Candles, &c. — 

-X. 

30 

Paper, Pens, &c. r— 

4 

1 00 


3.350 


4,821 




Occafional Aumiens, and other incidental Charges. 

Thefe cannot be fixed, nor eftimated. 

He has ^xed the Namci of the Gentlemen whom he wifhes to be nominated to the Superin- 
tencliince of this Eftablifhment, bccaufe he confiders them as eflential Parts of >t, having made 
Choice of them as Perfons endowed both with Talents and Knowledge peculiarly adapted to the 
Duties afriizncd them, and on whofe Difpofitions he can entirely depend for their cordial Agree- 
ment with each other in the Difcharge of them. He recommends Mr. Henry Vanfutart to be the 
Pcrfian Tranfiator. He alfo recommends that the Office of Pcifhcar be afligned to Gunga Govind 
Sing, the Naib Dewan of the Khalfa, and that he be allowed 700 Rupees per Month for his 
Salary as Naib Dewan of the Khalfa only, none having been yet allotted to that Station. 

The known Abilities of Gunga Govind Sing will juftify the thewn to him in this 

Appointment. The Bufinefs in its Detail mu ft be conduced by a Pcifhcar Ihe Gentlemen to 
wh^om the Governor General propofes to commit the Direftion of it, will think it no Degradation 
from their Charaders, of which no Man can have an higlw Eftimation than he has, 
perfed Reliance on their Integrity, if he exprefles it as his Opmion, that the greateft Experience 
which can fa% to the Lot of any Covenanted Servant of the Company will prove unequal to t c 
minute InveSgation of all the progreflive Operations of the Revenue ^^0.1 

the Aid of that profclfional Knowledge which is poffclTcd by the Native Muttafuddics of Bengal, 
of whom. Gunga Govind Sing is inconteftibly the Firft* - , , , * ^ 

Fof the Reimburfement 0! the Charges of this Office, fhould 

as to require it, a fmall Fee may be taken on each Aumil-nama or Caboolcat ^ 

future Settlement; which will not the Jumma, nor be felt at fuch a 1 im y 
b. required <op.j,i.. W,rrrn Hefting.. 


As they have 


Mr. Barwell — I approve. , n , , 

Mr. Francis My Objedions to the Mcafure itfelf have been ftated at large. 

been over-ruled b/^<i Refolution of the Board, I fhall make no others. r j u i. o 

Rcfolvcd, That the Office be eftablifhed, and the Appointments made, as propoled by the Oo- 

Qrdcred, Th^t the Sectary advife Meflrs. Anderfon and Bogle of their Appointments. 


Extrad 
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' Extraft of Fort William Revenue Confultations, 12th November 1776. ^ 

Mr. Barwcll delivers in the following Minute: 

Mr. Barwell-I aflent to the Governor General’s Minute. A Computation and Digeft of Materials 
wherein to form a new and permanent Settlement of the Provinces, mull be ulcful, and in my 
Opinion univoidable. The laft Leafes have furnilhed the Means which will give an Infighc^nto the 
teal Value of the Lands j but thefc Means are not yet in our PoflTeBion, and may (lill leave fomething 
for compicatcr Difeovery, and for the Guidance of a Dccifion on which the Profperity ot an extenfivc 
Kingdom, for a confidcrable Period, is probably fufpended. No Refcarches can be too minute, no 
Informations too voluminous. 1 fee fhy own, and I lee the Situation of every Member of Council, ta 
be equally delicate upon this impOttant Affair; an A ffidrliable to be viewed in various and even 
oppofite Lights, and to be canvafled in every Step of its Progrefs. The grand Objeft in which all 
our Sentiments unite, and to the Neceflity of which we all fubferibe, is a folid Eftablilhmcnt of the 
Revenues upon an abated I'axation ; but it is not my Opinion in fupport of Mr. panels, or any 
01 her Member of Adminiftration, that will imprefs a Conviftion of this Neceffity upon the Minds of 
thofe whofe diftant Situations debar them from all Poffibility of perfonal Obfervation. 

My own Sentiments, it is true, are clearly for a Reduftion of the Revenue, as abfolutely rcquifitc 
for the future Welfare of this Country ; and while I heartily coincide with Mr. f rancis of his 

general Ideas upon thisSubjeft, fo far as they clafli not with the peculiar Cuftomsof Bengal, I think 
incy may well be reconciled to the Inveftigatiorts propofed by the Honourable Governor ; and that 
our Judgment in fo interefting a Bufinel's (hould be formed upon the beft Principles of Accufticy. 

To let this Matter in the cleared Point of View, lee us confider it from the Governor's Propofuion 
for the Inditution of a temporary Office. A new Settlement of the Provinces will be neceflary upon 
the Expiration of the piclcnt Leafes : We are unanimoufly agreed, that a fixed Valuation (hould 
take place in the Revenues, and that feme Diminution (hould be made in the prefenc Kents : Lallly, 
we propofe that this Important Settlement (hould be permanent. On fuch a Step we would furcly 
tiuleavour to convince the Company, whofe Agents we are, and whofe Profperity is blended with 
that of this Country, that we have not negligently (lumbered over their Interefis, or omitted any 
poffiblc Mode of afeertaining the true||hd ultimate Value of their PolTcffions : Nor is this all, we 
would convince them decifivcly, that no future Adminidration may have the fmalled Opening to l^inr, 
that deeper Rcfearchcs might have produced a more equal and equitable Sydem for the Natives, 
more advantageous Bargain for our Employers. Another good Effeft to which we Ihould tiirh 
our Thoughts, is that of rendering the Bulk of the People well affefted to Govcrnm|pt ; an Attempt 
which can never fucceed but in their dcady Reliance on its Impartiality ; and, with all Deference to 
the high Authorities quoted by Mr. Francis, and in Concurrence with them, I will venture to affjrm, 
that an equitable Taxation is the great Defideration, and (hould be |he fird Obje(JI,^^ a good Go- 
vernment, and that fuch an Attention to the Welfare of the Pcafant and the ManUfaftper is the 
Groundwork of a well-regulated State. 

The fird Improvements of the Revenues, and Relief of the laborious Part of the Kingdom, in 
France, were projefted by the Great Duke of Sully, upon the fame Principles, and brought to Efiet^t 
by an Application of the very fame Means, as thofe now propofed by the Governor General. He 
commenced with a mod extcnfive and arduous Collcftion of minute Detail in that Branch, and, frem 
mature Confidcration of tfiiofe detached, voluminous Materials, detefted every Species of Artifice 
and Fraud committed by the Fafmers, and employed the Refuk of his Difeovery towards lightening 
the Burthen upon the Shoulders l)f the Commonalty. 

We now wilh to (hake off all rival Adventurers ; and, indead of farming, to fix the Rates of 
I.ands with the fcvcral old Zemindars, wherever it can be done with a Probability of Succefs. This 
Mode of SctclementiL though it has certainly many Advantages, is yet liable, under certain Circuni- 
danccs, to very drong Objeftions ; feme arifing from the Zemindar himfelf, as his Minority, or that 
Incapacity for Bufinefs, and fome from the Nature of the Lands. Bcfidcs, as the pllfent propofed 
Syllem mud preclude all Competition of Candidates for the fame Lands, by granting them to their 
Hereditary Proprietors, it neceflarily opens a large Field for Indulgence and Partiality, to which 
the former Mode of Settlement precluded all Accefs, by allowing the indiferiminate Tender bf^. Pro- 
pofds. For which Rcafon, it is clearly my Opinion, that our Employers will but faintly co-operate 
with our Mcafurcs, or ratify our Decifions, if we appear to have hadily employed the InfoTmations 
gained from the temporary Engagements, which they may po(||ly think imperfeft, as Materials for 
our own more lading Edablifihment, cfpccially while we had in our Hands the Means ot procuring 
more accurate Knowledge, and while we were timely warned by the fird Member of the State to 
exert them. 

Therefore, when we propofe a more impartial, and at . the fame Time a reduced Taxation, the 
lead we can do, is furely to give the Company faiisfaftory Rcafon for this Drawb^k upon their In- 
come, and lufficient Evidence that the impovCrilhcd State of the Country loudly peaded for fuch an 
Abaten^nt. A Propofuion of this Nature docs not carry fclf-cvidenc Convidtion upon the Face ot 
ir, but mud be fupported by Argument, confirmed by Experience, and ^ablifhcd upon Proofs ; 
by which the prefenc Excefs the Taxation may be made to ferve as a Rtwn, and as the Authority 
for our Admillion of a Decreafe. The mod probable Method of acquitting ourfclvcs by thefe 

j proofs, 

% 
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Proofs, is offered to us by the Governor General, in the Propofal of gaining the mod accurate 
poflible Acc^nu of the Payments aftually made b> the Hufbandmen, exclufivc of its being cMcntial 
to the P'**^*^' which It may Be neaflary to give them, before Government can venture to expect any 
adequate Adv^tage from hxing the Kevenuci add to this, that there fccnis but fmall Occaflon for 
doubting the Authenticity of the Materials to be procured. Collateral Informations will always ferve 
as a Check upon each other, while every Man is actuated by a feparatc and peculiar Motive, or fo 
long as there renuins a divided Opinion in the World. 

1 am likwiJe perfuaded, that Adminillration cannot have a more important Topic of Difcuflion 
or Objea of A^ion, than ro define and fccurc the Rights ot the People ; and in this Country, where 
3II i crritonal PrO|-erty centers ultimately in Government, and where the Zemindar holds his owrt 
Lands bur by a Potcah, the fame 1 enure by which his Under-tenants hold them again from h m, 
I think the pubdc Eye Ihould have a \\ acch upon thofe as well as the tormcr. And that it would 
lend as much to the Inttrell of the State, as to the Satisfaction of the greater Number of Inhabitants, 
that all Pottahs (hould be equally well defined, and be guarantied from all Violation with an equal 
Authority. 


P. rlonal Property ought as much to be facred in the Pittance of the Poor as in the Poffemons of 
the I ich t and asp^I have laid, « the Welfare of the Hufbandman and Manutafturcr is the Ground- 
« V .lie of a well-regul.ired State,” it follows, that 1 deem it to be the firtt Obitft of this Government 
to fence and fccure the Ryorts againft the arbitrary Power of their Zemindars i oihcrwilc no one Re- 
gulation vve may reiolve on can, in its immediate or remote Confcquenccs, anfwcr the beneficent 
for whioh it was formed. The Wealth of every Country is to be found in the Wealth of the 
Co'Wni. nahy alone, cfpccially in this Country, where the peculiar Manners and Superftitions of the 
higner Clala either influence them to fccretc their Acquifiiions, to dilFipate it in religious Endow- 
ments ont of the Provinces, or in the oftcntarious Polly of giving daily t'ood and Subfiftcnce to a 
Number of idle Ofependants, who by fuch Means arc totally feparated from the Bulk of the People, 
iinc) who mi.ft mherwife have been ufefully employed in the Manufadures and Cultivation of the 
Country. I acknowledge the Talk is extremely difficult and arduous j but unlefs the Rights of the 
common People are well defined and well fecured, I am perfuaded all our Speculations will only 
tend to enrich the Zemindars, and cither lock up in their Hands a large Portion of the current 
S[>ccic, or dircft it to the mod pernicious Purpofes, and precipitate that very Decay we arc 
endeavouring to guard againd. 


Extraft of Fort William Revenue Confultations, lath November 1776. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Minute, received from the General on the fame 
Subjea. 

General Clavering~I have perufed with Attention the Governor Gcncrars Minute of the id In- 
dant i and con[jfs myfelf at a Lofs for Words to exprefs my Adonilhment at fuch an Attempt to 
wreft out or th<!l Hands of the Council lb important a Branch of the Adminiftration of this Country, 
as the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Acquifitions of the Kingdom 
of Bengal, &c. veded in them by the late Aft of Parliament *, of which I hold it a direft Breach, 
being a mod illegal Ufurpation of the Powers conferred by that Aft upon the united Members of 
this Government I and as fuch I mod folcmnly proted againd it. 

If to elude this Proted it Ihould be dated, that theObjeft of the Meafure proteded againd i', only 
to collcft Materials for future Management, and not to ufurp the Ordering or Management itfclf, 
let me a(k, Why at this Time, when it is notorious that the Government of this Country is in faft 
veded in the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll exdufivcly, though nominally and deferiptively in 
the Governor General and Council, that the Governor General (hould propofe to have all Orders 
written in his own Name, and the Controul committed to his immediate Charge ? 

Again, Will not the Orders to be iflued by 
By the 2 ad Article of the Regulations of the the Governor General throughout the Provinces, 
Committee of Jfircuit, Orders are to be fent fufpend the Aftion of all the other Orders given 
through the Channel of the Board of Revenue by the Governor General and Council, or their 
to the Collcftory. Delegates the Provincial Councils, by virtue of 

the independant Powers now required to be given 
to him ? And will not the Exidcnce of fuch Authority, unlimited both in Duration and Extent, de- 
prive the «thcr Members of Adminillration of the Power of taking any further Steps in the Order- 
ing and Management of the Revenues, for the Purpofe of forming the new Settlement, although 
legally indivifibly conferred upon tiw united Body, of the whole Council? And then, will not 
his Sufpenfion in Effcft amount to an Ufurpation of a feparatc Management or foie Controul? 
which I proteft againft. 

Independent of this, the Plan of cftablifhing 
Art. 3, The Forms and Ufages peculiar to an Office under the immediate and foie Controul 
each Diflrift, and the prefent and improvable of the Governor, in order to be furniffied with 
State of their Lands requiring a local Infpcftion, accurate States of the real Value of the Land, 
thc7 cannot be known with any Degree of Cer- or, in other Words, once more to invdligatc them 
dainty by remote Obferva^n.s, or the interefted for the probable Purpofe of forming a new Set- 
and fupofficial Scrutinies of the Natives : A Part tlcmcnt at the PrcfidcDcy, to be executed by fuch 
Sel. Com. Rep, VI. of L 1 Fowers, 
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of the Aclminiftfationitfelfbcing upon the Spot, will 
run lefs Hazard of being deceived in Intelligence, 
or difappointed in their Inveftigations •, they will 
be better able to hear and redrefs any Grievances 
which the Inhabitants may prefer to them, and 
to form fuch particular Regulations as may be 
neceflary for the Exigencies of each Diftridl, or 
even to fuperadd others to thofe which ihali be 
genetW^ and prevloufly refolved on. 


Powers, and entrwfted in the HtOids of 


fuch 


Agents, as Will be^mployed,. appe^s to njc 


compatible with tl# Rules of the former Adtni" 
migration of the Revenue, with dje ConAitytion 
of the Offices already eflabliffictr ander the P:e. 
fidency, and indeed with every political Prindpi« 
that ihould regulate a wife Government } in ffiort. 
fulcly tending to dUlurb the Mind^of the People 
and to throw the whole Syftem of thd Adminiftra- 
tion of the Revenue into Confufion. 

All the Mifehiefs of the Committee of Circuit will be renewed, by the unjuAifiable Hopes it will 
hold out of acquiring Wealth by obtaining Farms, diAributcd under the Influence of this new- 
created Office: The Country will flock to the Prcfidcncy, and Europeana and Natives will all croud 
the Governor’s Levees, in Expediation of ffiaring a Part of the Plunder. 

It is difficult to guel's by whom a Projeft, fo big with Milchiefs, could be devifed. I am told 
the Natives however aferibe it to Cantoo Baboo, the Governor’s Banyan. He hod been abfent for 
more than a Year from the Prefidency. He was no fooner returned than the j|lan made its Apu 
pearance j it is true he is more interefted than any Body in concealing the adual Collciiion of his 
Farms, and in Iccreting the Value of his I'aJooks, which he holds as an Inheritance. 

Whether or not I have aferibed the Proje^ to its proper Owner, and have accounted rightly fur 
his Intention in it, it is moil certain that it will be carcied on and managed undir bis immeduce 
Influence, and that he will have the Appointment of all the Natittc Officers under it. 

The Firft obvious Meafure of the new Office, mud be to cdabliOi their own Power and that 
of their Agents throughout the Provinces ; and with what Moderation they will cxercife^that Puwer, 
cotiotenanced and fupported as they will be, 1 leave to Mr. Haflings’s Knowlet^ of the Charader 
of me People to determine. He can well judge whether they are likely to be ditinterefled in taking 
the Mofuffil Accounts, and MC Ihcwing Favour where they .-ire mod rewarded : He can determine 
whether they are not likely to didurb the prefent Colletdions, and whether, in that Cafe, the Failure 
of the prefent Yeat’i Revenue is to be imputed to the Meafurcs of the late Majority, or to the Ap- 
pearance of fo many rapacious Agents in the Didridfs. I think it cannot be doubted, but that 
when it is fo much the Interedof tbp Ryott to conceal his Property, that it is not likcly^he will 
withhold a Tribute to the Agent t^^curc himfclf againd a perpetual Taxation. 

The Governor General mud know the Neceffity there is of holding the Poonah in April^ffir the 
new Settlement, and for that Purpofe, that at lead !T wo Months previous Notice ougf 


ven 



for them to go through an accurate Invedigation of the Accounts of each Village in fuch a Ibort 
I’criod, . 

Upon a Suppofition however that they had Over-run the Country, and collcAcd iDoether the Ac- 
counts, fuch as they may be fuppofed to be, under fuch Maifigemcnt, then there dill remains the 
Inconvenience of concentring in the Governor General all the Information which may be obtained 
by their Enquiries. 

If the Eagle Packet, which the Company acquainted us would fail in June lad, Ihould arrive, 
and bring out Orders that Ihould obdruft the Governor General in the Purfuit of his Plan, juft at 
the Time when it may be ripe for Execution, the Council, unacquainted with the whole Plan, will 
neither be able to compleat it, nor to adopt any other. 

Next as to the Expence, if that can be allowed to be a Confidefation, when fo great a Benefit 
is in Contemplation : The fmall Part of it already fixed amounts to 5,000 Rupees per Month, and 
fbr the red the Governor himfclf does not even venture to throw a Guefs at What ft may amount 
to } but this he deems immaterial, as he readily obviates the Difficulty by the old Plan of levying 
it upon the Country by a Mahtoot, which he concludes it will be able to 
bear; forgetting how far the Remiflions he has lately'found nccclTaiy to 
make of the whole Amount Balances of the Kifnagur Rajah, and others, 
will fupport that Opinion. But, not to difeufs a Point fo evident, let me 
aflt. Whether any Payment from the Country, indead of the Weafory, can 
be a Savin^to the Company, one being fopplied from the other, and both equally their Property. 
But Arguments upon Saving are vain, when the NccclTity of an Expcnce is fo urgerS as in the 
prefent Indance. Having no Edablifliments of local Age^ll already in Pay and Authority, from 
whofe long Rcfidencc and Experience we dan expeft the required Information, it follows that 

new Powers and new Expences muft be fiamcd 
to effect it i and had the Committee of Circuit 
(whofe Regulations the Court of Djrcitois have 
enjoined us to confider as Standing Orders) not ap- 
pointedaRoy Royan,aSupcrintendanE of the Khallkj 
Sind an Accomptant General, for the Purpofe of 
digeding and rcporing,. upon all Mofuffil Scate- 
ments and AccouwK^^^ the Governor 


Ariich) 12th Regu- 
lation. All Mahtoots 
to be abolilhed. 


By the 7th Article of the Proceedings of the 
Committee of Circuit, the following Offices are 
to be edablilhed for conducting the Bufmefs of 
the Khali'a, according to thefe Regulations ; id 
Roy Royan’s Office $ to this Office all Accounts, 
Statements, and Papers whatever, are to be fird 
trandnitted, and from t^|pce didributed to the 
2 proper 
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pro(*relli«ii ^hiving been rKmoibjilK might hate urged, that the Board beiog inadtra 
Superintending Membep of the Khalfa, and the quate to the Labour of digefting thenih a new Of* 
Roy Royan. ficc was necclTary. 

I vrill only by the prclent Plan all fortner Arguments of the late Majority agaioflNlhe 

Committee of Circuit, Hand not only confirmed, but redoubled by ihw Self-condemnation* What 
the penetrating Eye of the moft experienced and oldeft Servants (all Members of the Councilb wkh 
the Governor at their Head) themfelves upon the Spot, with the whole Power of Gove^lient in their 
Hand, could not attain a true Infight of, and this fince cigrefted and dilculTed by Five'Ycars Col- 
leffions, is yet to be fought for, and now to be expeded, at the Diftance of fome Hundred Miles, 
by Two Junior Servwts, one of whom is barely out of his Wfiter&ip, above One Year of which he 
was abfent from, the Oountry. 

If a new inveftigation is now neceflary, I can fee no Point of it that cannot he as efFeaually com* 
paflfed, and even much more fo, by the Provincial Councils t a natural, unalarming Channel, without 
Expcncc, and without any unnatural Medium, or unconftitutional Authority; whereas the new Plaa 
is dircftly the contrary, and will poflibly be totally thwarted (at leaft in the Attainment of any 
Good) in thtPvery firft Outfet, by the uniyerfal Alarm fo eccentric a Motion will create, and tnuft 
continue to caufe. 

Mr. Francis has more fully anfwcred Particularii^i wherein chiefly coinciding, I forbear Repe- 
titions, expiring to the Circumftance of the Pottahs ; upon which 1 will only fay, that if they have 
not yet bceh iflued, although ordered Fivt^Ycars part, the Governor General muft look to himfclf 
for the Blame ; for had he exCTted his Authority when the Committee was upon the refpeftive Spots, 
or had Jw not by himfelf, and the Influence of his executive Powers, and the Countcradfions of hU 
Dependants, ^warud our Attempts to effeft it, they would not now remain to be difeufled in a new 
Plan. And, confldering the prefent Conftitution of the Government, J cannot, with Mr. Francis, 
flatter myfelf with Hopes of Succefs in the Accomplilhment q| our late Orders to Burdwan upoot 
this Subjedt. 

In one Point further I differ with Mr. Francis : My Objedlions to this Meafure not depending on 
Opinion, but being made diredtly to its Illegality, 1 cannot drain my Senfc of Duty to promife, as 
he does, that I will fupport it, when it is refolvcd to be carried into Execution. In the Appoint- 
ment that the Governor General has made of Oflicers to fi,l^ ie new Office, he has very particularly 
fetiorth the Merits of Gunga Govind Sing, whom he ha'^mut a few Days before reftored to 
OlSiQft of Dewan to the Calcutta CommitteeM..8S if the Office of Right belonged to him. It mud be 
however, that the Governor General has been very guarded in not adding official Probity 
in the Encomiuina which he has fo liberally given him. It is very well known^ that he was difmiflcd 
from his an Accufation of Cumal ul dien Cawn, whofe Teftimony the Governor General 

cannot but admit, particularly as the Faft has been ellablifhcd in the Supreme Court, on the Trial 
of Mr. Fovi^, that he, Gunga Govind Sing, had taken from him Twenty-two thoufand Rupees 
col lufivclyi;,^^^ certain Purpofes, and for which he was to allow Cumal ul Dien to run a certain 
Quantity^i)f Salt, 

As the Duties of the new Office muft neccflarily engage the whole Time of this Miniftcr, it would 
have been reafonabic, when the Governor General thought proper to appoint him Pclhkar at the 
Khalfa, with a Salary of Seven hundred Rupees a Month, that he would have been plcafed to have 
taken into Confideration, that it will be impofllblc for this fame Man to perform fo many various 
Duties, together with thofc belonging to jb/s Office of Dewan to the Calcutta Committee, which. 
Office will probably be totally ncglcfted, if fome other Man is not appointed to fuperintend it. 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 


Extract of Fori William Revenue Coofultations, i2th November 1776, 

Governor General— I am thankful to Mr. Francis for the, Promife which he has given me of hi§ 
Affiftance in promoting the Arrangements which may be formed for the new Settlement, even though 
they may not be fuch as he approves : After fuch an Aflurance, even his Objeftions to the Office 
whick I'^havc recommended for that Purpofc, have a Claim to my Acknowledgments, and 1 hope 
to bcnc^ by bis Affiftance, more chearfully given, when he (hall difeover that our Objedts 
fame % and that though we do not ^ree in our Opinion of the Means which 1 have recommended^ 
yet the Difficulties which he apprehSids in the Execution of them, arc not only 
Inch as have always yielded to the fame Mode of Inveftigation, conftantly and fucccisfully praclilcd 

under the Mogul Government. . • 1 ^ 

When I recommended the Infticution of an Office for compiling the Materials which were 
fary for the new Settlement, 1 meant no more than to (hew the Necefllty of it, and to propolc the 
ultimate Objeft of its Rcfearchcs : It was as foreign from my Purpofc, as it would ha^ been pre- 
mature, to mark out every Stage of its Progrefs, which, from the Nature of it, muft be lubjcCt to 
Variations *, or to deten^oe either the prccifc Mode or Amount of the Settlement, which it was the 
Drofeffed Dcfign of thi|fl|steftigatfon to afeertsin. ^ • r 

for the Satisfaftionmever which Mr. Francis requires, I wiU erffeavour to give 
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Explanation of the Defign of the Office which I have rccommcndedj and of the Detail of BuCncf? 
which IS to be, or may be, affigned to it. 

I have already faid, that the general Defign of it was to obtain an accurate 5 tatc of the real 
Value of the Lands, as the only Groundwork on which the new Settlement could be coiiftrudled • 

I iriban on which it could be conrtrudled fo that the Burthen of the Public Revenue ihould relt 
with an equal Weight upon the whole Body of the People. 

On this Subject Mr. b’rancis’s MiniKe contains Two Propofitions ; Firll, That the Inconvenicncies 
of an uneqiq^^JAircirment ought not to be regarded : And next, That thofe Inconvenicncies do not 
admit of a Remedy. 'He 

More ufed to the Praftice of Bufinefs than Speculation, I beg to be excufed from difeuffing thefe 
Propofitions as general and abftraft QueRions, and inftead of eonfidcring them as Principles which 
are equally applicable to any Country, I willi to confine them merely to the Revenue of Bengal. 

The Opinions of Montcfquieu, Sir James Stewart, and Doflor Smith, which are produced to (hew 
that an unequal AirelTmcnt is attended with few or no Inconveniencies, may be juft as to thofe 
Countries where the Land Tax bears but a fmall Proportion to the Amount of the Produce-, and 
any Attempt to alter the Proportions of a Land Tax which have been cftabliflied by ancient Cuftoni, 
might, as'they fuppofc, give Rife to thofe Dilcontents which, amongft a high-fpirited People, every 
Innovation is apt to excite ; but the Cafe is very different in Bengal. 

Let us fuppofc for inftance, that in England the Proportion of the Rent of Land taken by 
Government rs a Fifth Part, and in Ibmc Places, from an Inequality in the Afleflme«, amounts 
only to an Eighth Part : In the firft Cafe, the Proprietor, after paying the Tax, will havcTour-fifths, 
or Sixteen Shillings in the Pound, and in the laft. Seventeen Shillings and Six Pence, to himfelf. 
But in Bengal Nine-tenths of the Nett Produce, or Eighteen Shillings in the Pound, are generally 
fuppoled to belong to Government, and the remaining Tenth to be the Property of thavLandholdcr j 
or, in other Words, a Zemindar, whofc Land produces 1,00,000 R* pays 90,000 to Government, 
and has a Right to retain the rema^ng 10,000 to himfelf : But Ihould this Land happen to be rated 
at 1,05,000 R’, or only Onc-twenrieth Part above its Value, then, inftead of 10,000 R* the Pofliff'o? 
would receive only 5,500 R', or little more than One-half of his juft Income*, while another Man, 
who inherits a Zemindarry of equal Value, but which is reputed to be worth only 95,000 R’, or 
One-twentieth Part under rated, will, inftead of 10,000 R', enjoy an Income of 14,500 R*. Thus the 
Inaccuracy of a Twentieth Part in the Valuation, more or lefs, will render the Eftate of one Ze- 
mindar almort Three Times more profitable to him than that of another whofc Lands are of equal 
Value ; And this operates not only as an Inconvenience, j)ut as a heavy Oppreffion, 

It is eafy to Ihew that the unequal Valuation of Lands in Bengal is produftive of this Evil, ind 
that while fome Landholders after paying their Rents retain enough to live in Eafe and Affluence, 
others are reduced to Beggary, and, unlefs the Mercy of Government interpofes to%ve them, their 
Eftates arc fold to make good the Portion of Revenue which has been arbitrarily aflefled upon them. 
The Troth of this FaA is cftabliflied by the Difpolal which has been made of Zemindarries in the 
Divifion of Dacca, by the Sale which was propofed of the Rajah of Nuddea’s Lands, by the Number 
of wealthy Farmers who have been received in the Bahar Province, and by the Sale of-Taiooks 
lately made by the Council at Moorftiedabad. 

Nor is any Alteration in the AfleffTment likely to produce Difeontents, becaufe it will be no 
Innovation. The ancient Tamar and Tukfccm, or Diftribution of the Land Rent, which was 
formed about Two Hundred and Twenty Years ago, has long fince ceafed to ferve as a Rule. 
Under the old Government this Diftribution was annually correiftcd by the Accounts which the 
Zemindars and other Colledlors of the Revenue were bound to deliver in to the Office of the 
Canongocs or King’s Regifters, of the incrcafed or diminilhed Kents of tlicir Lands, and of the 
Amount of their Receipts*, but the Neglcft of thefe Inftitutions, the Wars and Revolutions whicli 
have finer happened in Bengal, the Inundations of Rivers, the Encrealc of Cultivation in fome 
Parts of the Province, and the Decreafe in others, and the unequal Depredations of the Famine, 
have totally ch.wged the Face of the Country, and rendered the Tumar Rcnt.RoIf a mere Objeft of 
Curiofity. The Land Tax has therefore been colledlcd tor thefe Twenty Years part upon a con- 
jedural Valuation of the Land, formed by the Amount of the Receipts of former Years, and the 
Opinions of the Officers of the Revenue, and the Aflfcffmcnt has accordingly been altered almoft 
every Year. 

Having thus fticwn that the prefent Aflcflmcnt is unequal ; that this Inequality is produflfive of 
preat Evils ; that it is fluAuatingand annual, and that therefore any Alteration in the Diftribution of 
It is not likely to occafion Dilcontents ; I hope that Mr. Francis will' lee with me the Expediency 
•.and even Neceffity of obtaining an accurate State of the Value of the Lands, to enable us to Ly 
the Public Revenue with an equal Weight throughout the whole Province. Confiderations of the 
fame Kind, though not lo weighty as thofe I have mentioned, induced the moft free People in the 
World to adopt a fimilar Mealurc, and in the Year 1692 all the Lands in England were valued 
anew. 

Mr. Francis’s Second Propofition i», That the Inconvenience of an unequal AflefTmcnt is not 
capable of a Remedy, becaule it is impoffible to obtain an accurate Valuation of the Lands. I con- 
fels the Attempt is not unattended with Difficulties ; bur, as I have been led to propofe it from a 
Conviftion of its Neceffity, I truft, if I am fupported by the Board, able in a great Mealuw 
to furmount them, I will trot pretend to fix with Precifion the Means by which this Defign ip to 

to be 
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be profcculed; tliefc muft in a great Meafurc arife out of the Buf.nels in its Pro^rtf. • Hut bv 
po,nt.ng out fome of tin, principal Sources from which I expcA to derive Materialf I l.o. c to 
nifw. |acthcprclcnt junfture is peculiarly fWable to the Attempt, and that the VVo k s 
iindcrclKcn without a fair riolpecc oi ^'uccels. ^ 

An accurate Valuation of the Lands is to’be made either by an actual Survey and Meafuiwncnt 
or rouuhe Accounts of the Lund Rents The Firll Mode is too tedious, cxpenllve, and uncertain 
to be adopted i I would piopofe to make Trial of the Second. The Accounts of ^enue in Ben" 
gal are kept with a Regularity and Prcc^ton unknown in Europe. They aredrawn oTi underdand, 
nearly on One uniform Plan, and arc balanced and adjulted at fi.xed Periods. A feparate Accoun! 
Current (<)r Kurcha) is kept for every Ryot or Tenant, ip which the different Articles which com- 
pofe his Rent for One \ car are dated on the one Side, and the Payments which he makes arc 
entered on the other. The Whole of thefc Accounts arc afterwards annually digeded into Abllrafts 
which contain a particoUr State of the Rent, the Receipts, and the Arrears of each Village. The 
Abdrafts ot all the Vill^es form the Pergunnah Accounts ; and the general State of the Rent of the 
pmindarry, or capital Divifion, is compofed of tl>j: Aggregate of the Accounts of the Pergiinnahs, 
In order to convey an Idea of the didinft and circumttantial Manner in which thefc Accounts are 
kept, I have annexed Trandations of the Two firft, viz. I’hat of a finglo Ryot, and that of a 

Village. It will be unncceflary to proiluce Specimens of the Two lallj thefc are called MofulTil 
Accounts. 


The Hiftory which I have given of thefe Accounts, will ferve, 1 hope, to redeem their Charafters 
from the Imputation of being loofc, corifufed, and intricate j and Ihcw, that if we can fuccecd in 
procuring them, they will furnilh us with ready-formed Abftraas of the aaual Colleaions, which 
will require only to be compared. Por this Purpole it will. not be necedary to examine the Accounts 
of every Ryot, nor of every Village. The inferior Accounts are uldul only as Checks to the 
greater. From the regular Procefs in which the Whole arc fomed, it will be feen how e.ilily t\\c 
Falfchood of any Account may be dcte^cd ; fince it is impofiiCTc to falfify the Sum T^al of a IVr- 
gunnah without falfifying all the Parts of it, which of courfc will differ from thofe of each Village ; 
and thefe again, if forged, will be corrcAed by the Accounts Current of the Ryots. 'Phus the 
Fidelity of the greater Accounts, when fufpefted, may be cafily tried by a Reference to the Subficliary 
Accounts, which can hardly be falfified, as it is almoft impoffiblc to join in One Combination fo 
majny People as muft be concerned in it, ^ 

^; All thelc different Accounts are publicly kept in their refpeiftive Cutcherrics : It is by them that 
Rents are colleded, and they arc al way* delivered over to fuch Perfon as has the Charge of col- 
lifting them, whether Zemindar, Sezawal, Wadadar, or Farmer. I am fcnfible, that to obtain the 
original Accoi^ of the Rents of every Part of Bengal, will be a very difficult Tafk ; for the in- 
ferior Zcmindlr$ will, as Mr. Francis has oblervcd, probably life every Artifice to conceal the Ac- 
counts of their Rents, or peihaps even attempt to fabricate ihem v but this in the laigc Divifions, 
for the Kcafpn.s wldeh I have already given, will b: almoft impoliible: Ucridcs, as the Farmers are 
bound by tneir oiiginal Engagements to deliver to Government an Account of ilieir Colleclions, as 
the Curtom of the Country requires that they (hould give up the M ofuffil Accounts at the b' X[)iiMtioii 
of their Leafes, and as they have little intcreft to withhold them, fince they muft yield up the Inarms 
at the End of the Year, the prelent Jun<i:l:ure is more favourable for procuring a rnu: Valuation or 
Huftaboed of Bengal, than any other. It would be almoft iinpofJibic to form it alrcrward;, in the 
Event of the Lands being reftored to the Zemindars; and thus one of the great ObjeJs ot tlic Five 
Years Settlement, the Difeovery of a Rule for an equal AlTcffment, would be Iidh 

To collccT: thefe different Accounts and to ciigeft and methodize ilicm for our Guidance in forming 
a new Serilemcnt, is one of the principal Objefts of the temporary Office which I have propofed. 

I am ienfible that it would be a far more eafy Tafk to prepare the Materials for a new Settlettient 
in the Manner which Mr. Fiancis propoles by taking the Accounts of the aiflual Rcceipis of Rent 
for Three Yeais paft, and corrcding them by the Opinions of the Frovincial Cuun^ils, on fucli 
Diftricls ns have bicti either favoured or over-rated. But although I confuicr thefc as uleful Infor- 
mations, I do not rhTnk that we can by them alone alcertain the real Value of the Lands, or lafeiy 
make them the only Grounds of the future Settlement of the Revenue. Many of the Lands have 
lufFcrcd by l.)iougius. Inundations, or other temporary Calamities, which though affcfting the im- 
mediate ColLtdions caufe no Diminution in their real Value. In fv-une Inltances the Kents have been 
completed by Loans, or made up from the private Fortunes of the Lm l!u IJcrs ; fu otiicr rkucs 
ihc'y iia^e been enabled to fulfil their Engagements by opprcaivc F-xaction*-. d’he Value of fome 
Lands on the conirary have been fuUy equal, or fuperior, to the Kenr affclicd upon them; but 
the Collcftions have fallen fhort through the Ncgle^ft or Incapacity of die Farmer, or Zemindar, or 
have been rv.veivetl and dillip ited in idle Ex[)cnce, or been embezzled by the Collcclors. In eaci) of 
ihefeXhdes, and every Diiliict in the Province, withour an Exception, is liable u> one or other ot riicm, 
the adlua! Receipts of Gavcrnmcnc would prove a talfe Eftimate of their Worth, and oiten widely 
remote from it ; and if a Scrrlcmeiu were formed upon fuch a l‘rincjplc, what would it be but to hold 
out a Reward to Fraud and Diffipatioii, to encourage the Zemindais and J.andhoKleis to keep back 
their Payir.ents, as the Means of diniiniflung their Rents, and to puniffi i^incliiallty by loading it 
v-'ith a full Share of the ^^cirmcnt? 

But to correft the Iri^Iarities on an Eftimate conftruflrd Ujmn fticli unrertain Grounds the 
Opinions of the Provincial Councils arc thought fuftkient. Now thefe muft be f;rmcd either on 

Ssl.Com.Rep. VL Mm Materials 
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Materials fur h as I have ilcfi ribed, or on the Opinions of their dependent Officers. The former 
would be ureful, and Iparc the Labour ot further Rcfe aches j tlie latter, Sthc Hvidence of Accounts 
can he procured, ouyht nf>t to be admitted as Authority in a Matter ct fuch great Importance, and 
in which an Error in tlie Valuation of the Land, even of a Twentieth Part, may reduce an ancient 
EftmjJy to Beggary, or double the Income which it formerly enjoyed. Surely it will not be urged as 
an Objedion to olHcial Accounts, that they may be fraudulent, and yet propofed to take private 
Opinions for.tAtiihority. d he Porger of fallc Accounts is liable to the fevereft Penalties, and thofc 
Accounts areliablc to Uctedion j but the Errors of Opinion arc always difficult of Convidion nor 
has any Government ever deviled a Punifljment for thole who maintained them. ’ 

To elucidate and Support many of tht. Arguments which I have above ufed, I will only ftate 
one Cafe ; » ^ 

At ihcClofeof the laft Bengal Year, feveral Talookdars, or petty Landholders, in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Moorffiedabad, fell largely in Affcars in the Payment of their Rents, and their Lands 
were ibid to make good the Deficiency fomc of thefe Families had enjoyed their Eftates for above 
a Hundred Years. The Board knowing that i^ie Revenue is. unequally allcfiTed, and in fome Places 
beyond the Abilities of the Proprietors, wrote to the Provincial Council at Moorffiedabad, to know 
whether the Eihtes of thefe Talookdars had been really over-rated, or whether the Arrears were to 
be attributed to Ncglcrfl or Mifmanagcmcnt. They have lately returned an Anfwer, with Accounts 
of the Rents, Receipts, and Arrears, of all thefe different Talooks by which it appear?, that the 
Rents had in general been paid with much Regularity for the Three preceding Years'; but had 
fallen in Balance during the laft •, one of the Talookdars (Shahzadpoor) whbk Annual Rent is 
about 15,000 Rupees, had laft Year paid no more than 4,000 Rupees in Part of it. The follow- 
ing is an Extraft of the Anfwer to our Enquiries, as to the Caufes which had thrown thefe Talooks 
into Arrears. 

“ I-Iow far thefe Balances h.ivc been owing to the Neglccft and Mifmanagemcnt of the Pro- 
“ prietors, <»• to the Land’s having ocen over-rated, it is not in our Power accurately to determine : 
“ But from the Collcftions having been regularly kept up for Three Years, and falling fo much in 
“ Arrears the Fourth, it affords room for fuppofing that the Complaints of the Zemmdars, of the 
“ Drought of the Scalbn, were not without Foundation, and this might be the Caufc of that Year’s 
“ Deficiency.’^ ^ 

It appears therefore that the regular Ptyment of Rents for Three Years, is no Proof of the Pro- 
jirictor’s Ability to continue to pay the fame Rent •, thaUf he falls in Arrears his Eftate is fold and 
that a Provincial Council, of which both the Engliffi ‘Members and the Native Officers, in Po»t 
of Abilities, yield to none in Bengal, arc unable to lay whether any particular DUlrift has been 
lavourcd or over-rated. For if it is not in their Power to give an Opinion of ttHllunder or over 
Valuation of the Rents of an Eftate in their own Neighbourhood, which had becA fold, and the 
Kent of which amounts only to Fifteen thoiifand Rupees, how can we expcdl cxaA Reports con- 
cerning the Rents of the Whole of their Divifion, which amounts to Fifty Lacks of Rupees ? The 
Truth is, that it is impoffible to form a juft Judgment of the Value of Lands, and confcquently of 
the Revenue which they ffiould pay, but by an infpeftion of their Mofuffil Accounts. 

But admitting that the Receipts of Revenue, and the Opinions of the Provincial Councils, ffiould 
appear to us (atisfaClory Grounds for ertabliffiing a fixed Affeffment, yet the Concurrence of the 
Zemindar alfo will be neceffary. Suppofe the Calc of the Talook above-mentioned (Shahzadpoor :) 
Wc offer to fix the Rent at Fifteen thoufand Rupees; the Poffefibr declares it to be over-rated; 
upon what Ground c.an we compel him to fobferibe to our conjeftur.al Valuation, or how can we 
admit his Pleas without examining them ? Should wc however perfift in didating our own Terms, 
the I’roprictor will very probably accede to them, like the Rajah of Nuddea, in th°e Dread of lofiiig 
liis 'f-alook, which, if unequal to the Affeffment, muft afterwards be fold, not for anv Crime or 
F.uilt of the Proprietor, but for the Delpotifm of Government in exading from him wliat he has not 
to give. 

If the Commands and Exigences of the Company will admit of it, 1 ffiall .be ready to join in 
lowering the Revenue. But the peculiar Necellities of this Government will not perhaps allo.v of a 
eonfider.ible- Diminution ot the Rents ; and whatever it may be, it will be felt as a Relief only ac- 
cording to the Diftributioii of it, and the Manner in which it is proportioned to the State and 
Abilities of thole who are to pay it. 

I concur cut rely with Mr. Francis, in his Arguments againft raifing the greateft poffiblc Re- 
venue from Bengal, by dellroying all the intermediate Orders of Men between the Ruler and 
the Cultivator. But as my Objed in endeavouring to procure an accurate Account of the Rents 
is only to make an equal Dillributiofi, and has no Kind of Connedion with the Fropofition of raff- 
ing the Lirgcft Revenue, nor with that of dcftroying the intermediate Orders of Men, I ima- 
gine it is unncceliaiy to follow Mr. Francis through all the abilrad Rcafonings which he h.sf in- 
troduced on .Subjeds to remote from my own Intentions. 

BerKle.-i tlie immediate Bufinefs ot the propofed Office, I have recommended, as a fccond Objed of its 
Releartlies, ihe better and more cflcdual Regulation of Poctahs, for the Security of the Ryots in the 
n' .’.nd undifturbcd ot thtir Lands, and to guard them againft arbitrary i'axations. 

i'lie Words Poffeffm, and their Lands, which may be mere Inacciyacies of Exprcllisn, for 

they were not meant to convey the Idea of any pofitive or cxclulive Righ^f PoffdTion, have been 
noticed by Mr. Francis as contradidory to the Rights of Propeity which are vefted in the Zeffiindar. 

a I ffiall 
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I (hall not here attempt to account for the Di'.lindions of Property, as they are underftood in th'u 
C untry : It is fulHcient for me obfcrvc, that while tlie Ryot pays his Rent, the Zemindar has no 
Rkht to difpoflefs him v nor can tKfc Zemindar by any legal Right cxad a higher ttScnt from him than 
his Poctah prcRribcs. 

^ Mr. Francis fcems to fuppofc that there is no NecelTity for the Interpofition of Government 
tvtwcen the Zemindar and the Ryot. He obferves, “ That if they arc left to thcmfelves, they will » 

liion cotre to an Agreement, in which each Party will find his Advantage.” This would be a jult 
Conclufion, if the Zemindars were all capable of ditVmguilhing what was for their AdvantagtuffBut it 
. ^ which will with Difficulty obtain Credit in England, though the Notoriety will jujlify me in af- 
ferting it here, that much the greateft Part of the Zemindars both ejf Bengal and Bahar, are incapuble of 
iudgtng or ailing for themfelves, being either Minors, or Men of ieiMk Underjlundings, or abfolute Idiots. 

This Circumttance, and the confequent Oppreffions which arc exercilcd by thole who udt for them, 
without any Intcreft in the Profperity of the Zemindarry, r^pders it ncceffary to provide lor the Se- 
curity of the Ryots by Checks and Regulations. 

It is to be obferved alio, that there arc Two Kinds of Ryots •, the more valu.able are' thole who rcfide 
on one fixed Spot, where they have built themfelves fubflShtial Houles, or derived them by Inherit- 
ance from their Fathers. Thcfe Men will fuffer much before they abandon their Habitations, and there- 
fore they arc made to fuffer much •, but when once forced to quit them, they become vagrant Ryots, 

'I'hc v.a«rant Ryots, as Mr. Francis obferves, have it in their Power in fome Meafure to make their 
own Terms with the Zemindar : They take Land at an under Rent, hold it tor One Sealon •, the 
Zemindar then cncreafcs their Rent, or exacts more from them than their Agreement, and the 
Ryots either defert, or if they continue, they hold their Land at a Rent lower than the clf ablilhcd 
Rate of the Country. Thus the ancient and indullrious Tenants are obliged to fiibmit to undue 
ExaAions, while the vagrant Ryots enjoy Lands at Half Price, which operates as an Lncour.igcmcnC 
to Defertion, and to the Depopulation of the Country. 

The general Subjefl of Pottahs, and the Abufes and Oppreffions wifing fiom their prclcnt Uii- < 
certainty, and the Variety of Articles that compofe the Ryots Accounts, have been often Nfetcr of 
iult Complaint, and I believe every Member of the Board is fatisfied that they require to be reformed. 

All that I now propofe, is to colleft Materials of Information on this Subjeft, to be la.d before the 
Board for their future Determination, on the moll eficftual Means of tcgulaimg the Pottalis. At 
prefent I am not prepared to propofc a complete Plan, and d|?linc giving a premature and partial 
Opiniom while I am profefl'cdly feeking for the Grounds which are to determine it. 

(Signed) Warren Hallings. 
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Extraft o( Fort William Revenue Confultations, 29th November 1776, 


The following are tbe leveral Min&tes which have been delivered in by the Members of the 
Board, on the Sulyeft of the Inftitution of the Office for preparing Materials for the new Settlement, 
fince the Clofc trf laft Day’s Proceedings. 

Mr. Francis-^As the Governor General’s Minute, in rtply to mine of the 5th Inltant, was not 
communicated to me tefore this Day, it is not now poflible for me, before the Clofc of the Packet, 
to give it the ConOdcration it requires. The otily Obicrvation which I think it neceflary to make at 
prelcnt is, that I do not admit the fuppofed main Faft on which the Governor’s Arguments appear 
to be founded, viz. That in Bengal Nine-tenths of the Nett Produce, or Eighteen Shillings in 
“ the Pound, are «neraUy fuppofed «o belong to Government, and the remaining Tenth to be the 

Property of the Landholder.'’ By whom this Suppofition has been formed 1 know not, nor on 
what Evidence, except, perhaps, the Praftice of the firitilh Government, or that of the Ufurpation 
which immediately {preceded it. Such Fa& is no Proof of fuch Right. The Honourable Court of 
DireAors have now In their Pofleffion authentic Documents, which ffiew that the Afleflinent fixed 
by the Mogul Government on thefe Provinces, was light and moderate in Comparifon with ours. 
If that Government had taken Nine-tenths of the Nett Produce of the Country, how was it poffible 
for Bengal to have arrived at the rich and flouriihiog State in which we found it, even after it had 
fuffered conltderably by the inteftine Diforders of Aiiverde Cawn’s Ufurpation? And if the 
Country was not univerfally rich, from what Sources has the immenfe Wealth extracted fiom it 
within thefe Twenty Years been fupplied f 

I have at all Times been ready to contribute my utmoft Endeavours to execute the Refolutlons 
of Government, and to promote the general Difpatch of Bufinefs. While I have the Honour of 
holding this Station, 1 will not decline taking my Share in any of the Labours or Duties that 
belong to it. In the prefent Inllance, 1 am not aware that my Affiftance can be of any Sevice to tho 
Governor General, finco by the Plan of the propofed Office, the Bufinefs allotted to it is to be 
exclufively under tiis Direftion. My Objedlions, whether weighty or not, were meant to include 

the whole Mcafure, . 

(Signed) P. Francis, 

Governor deheral— Tt being of Conleducnce to me to remove every Objcdlion which may be maiic 
to my Plan, in the Firft Introduflion of it to the Notice of the Company, I fhall reply briefly t<J 
Mr. Francis’s Minute of the 23d Inftant. 

To his Denial of my Pofition, that in Bengal, “ Nine-tenths of the Nett Produce, or Eighteen 
« Shillings in the Pound, arc generally fuppofed to belong to Government, and the remaining Tenth 
” to be the Property of the Landholder,” 1 lhall only replyj that I do not mean thefe Propofitions 
as a fixed Standard-, I offered them only as a general Suppofition, to ftew the different State of the 
Land Tax in this Country and in Europe, and the very different Effcft which an unequal Alfeffmenc 

muft produce in each. ...a rtrr 

The Juftnefs of my Afguments on this Subjeft, does not depend on the Accuracy of thofc fup- 
pofed Proportions, but on the Truth of the Faft, that the Land Tax in this Country is in general 
Lyond all Comparifon heavier than in England ; and that therefore, any Inequality in the Affefl’- 
ment of it, is in this Country produftive of far greater Oppreffion to the Landholders. It is proved 
from FatSls, that the Revenue impofed upon feme Lands, docs not leave any 1 hing to the Pro- 
prietor, infomuch that Eftates arc frequently fold to pay the Land Tax. The Proportion of One- 
tenth was ufcd only to elucidate my Argument. It was formed on the Opinions of Natives, on 
my own Experience and Belief, and on the Coftom in the neighbouring Province of Bahar, 
where the Share which each Zemindar is allowed in the Produce of his Lands, is invariably fixed at 
One-tenth ; This is called his Maickava, a Term of long Ufage and therefore a Ptoof that the 
Rate was neither “ derived from the Praftice of the Britiffi Government, nor that of the Ufurpation 
“ which immediately preceded it.” I leave Mr. Francis, however, at Liberty to adopt any other 
Proportion that he pleafes : Whether it be an Eighth, a Tenth, or alwclhh, the Force of my 

^'’a^ mrReifoffilTgTalfo were confined to the prefent and future Swte of the Country, and aimed 
at providing a Rctncdy for Evils which now exift, they would not be by Mr. branp* * *"0^ 

fition, “ tSt the Affcffment fixed by the Mogul Government on thefe Provinces was light and 

" moderate, in Comparifon with ours,” admitting it to be juft. nftrnnv.nf« mJfS 

• I muft beg Mr. Francis’s Pardon, however, for exprcfling a Dou^ that the Doeuments with 
which he haf fumilhed the Court of Diredors, prove “ that the Affeffmcnt fiwd by the Mogul 
” Government was light and moderate, in Comparifon with ours. The Juftnefs of this Obfervation 
cannot be detef mined merely by a Comparifon of the Amount 

Provinces in the Two different Periods i it depends upon a Variety of other Circumftances. 

Sxt.. Com. Rxr. VI. * ^ 
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The Revenue of Bengal, in the Time of Shujah Cawn, is Rated by Mr. Francis at 1,41,50,000 
Rupees. 1 have taken the Pains to inform myfelf of the Prices of the Ncceflaries of Life at that 
Time •, of which the following is an Abftra£t, compared with the prefent Rato of the fame 
Articles : 
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From this State it appears, that the Price of Coarfe Rice, which forms the principal Confumption 
of the People, was 5! 1 imes cheaper in the Time of Shujah Cawn than it is now. If this be allowed 
a fair Standard for eftimatbg the Value of Money, which being the Rule for apportion, the Value of 
Property mull reciprocally derive its own Value from it ; the Revenue colleded from Bengal in 
Shujah Cawn’s Time being 1,42,50,000, was equal to 7,83,75,000 Rupees of their prefent Value} 
that is, more than Three Times greater than the Jumma of this Year. But if the Dominions of 
Bengal, and the State of its Government in thefe dilFerent Periods, be compared, the Difproportion 
will be greatly cncrcafed, for many frontier Countries have been fince added to its Dominion ; and 
the Zemindars, who yielded very different Degrees of Obedience to Shujah Cawn, arc at this l ime 
reduced to an equal State of Subjeflion to the Government of the Company. 

The Severity which was ufed in levying the Revenue during the former Period, is alfo a ftrong 
Prefumption againft the Lightnefs and Moderation of the Aflcflmcnt. The Indignities, the Stripes, 
and Tortures, even to Death, which were exercifed in the Colleftions under the Moguls, have been 
utterly unknown in any Period fince the Government of the Provinces has devolved to the Company, 
and Icrve as a collateral Proof, that the AffeflTment in -the Tiroes which preceded it, was intolerably 
grievous and oppreflive. 

Governor General — When I lately propofed a temporary Eftablilhment for collecting Materials for 
a new Settlement of the Revenue, nothing was farther from my Expectation than to be charged 
with an Attempt to ufurp the Powers of ordering, managing, Knd governing, the territorial Poffef- 
fions veiled by Parliament in the Governor General and Council : The alarming View in which Ge- 
neral Clavering fees this Inftitution, leads me to fuppofe that he muff have mifunderffood its Nature 
and its ObjeCts ; I will therefore recite them in the Words of my original Minute : “ To be employed 
“ in compiling and collecting the Accounts of the paft Collections, in digefting the Materials which 
may be furnilhcd by the Provincial Councils and Dewans, in ifluing Orders for fpecial Accounts, 
“ and other Materials of Information, and in deputing native Officers on occafional inveftigations 
And “ that for the Sake of Difpatth, all Orders iflued from this Office for the Execution of fuch. 
“ particular Services as Jball bave received the general Saniiion of the Board, be written in the Name 
“ of the Governor General, and the Controul of it committed to his Charge.” . 

The Functions of this Office arc here circumferibed with the greateff ExaCtnefs; The Whole of 
its “ Bufinefs is that of Detail, too minute for the Board to conduCl }” it is not “ to order, govern, 

3 ‘‘ cr 
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or manage, Territorial Acquifuions,” but merely to colled and digeft Accounts*, " it is not td 
« diftributc Farms Onder its Influence,” for the general Queftion remains to be determined, whe- 
ther in the future Settlement of the Retrenucs Farms are to be granted, or what other Mode is tO 
be purl'ued. 

It every preparatory Bufinefs of this Kind is to be confidcred not only as a Delegation of the 
Powers of ordering, managing, &c. but to be conftrued into a Surrender of thole Powers, tlic Pro- 
vincial Councils, tnc Superintendant of the Khalfa Records, every Perfon in Office, ads un^cr art 
illegal Warrant *, nay e^cry ' Committee formed of the Council itfclf, the Auditor of the Week, the 
Comptroller of the Offices at the Prefidcncy, are equally guilty with myfclf of an Ufurpation of the 
powers of the colledivc Body of the Council. 

I will not further attempt to controvert a Principle, which, if adopted, would put an End to all 
Government ; It Will be fufficient perhaps to reply to the General’s Proteft, to Ihew, that many In- 
ftitutions of the Nature of the intended Office have been formed under the prefent Government, 
without any Scruples about their “ Legality,” or Objedion that “ they were incompatible with the 
“ Rules of the former Adminiftration of the Jlevcnue, with the Conflitution of the Offices already 

eftablilhcd uhder the Prtifidency, or with every political Principle, that fliould regulate a wife 
“ Government.” 

Two of the Company's Servants were deputed into the 34 Pcrgunnahsi Three to Hidgelle, One 
to Am berabad, others to Sylhet, JelTorc, &c. : Thefe were invefted with, and adually cxetcifed, the 
Powers of fummoning Perforins, of demanding Papers, of fwearing and taking the Depofitions of 
Witnefles, in Ihort, w^re furnilhed with cverv Means of inveftigation ; they proceeded into the 
Country *, they aded by an Authority indepenqant of the Provincial Councils : And yet all this Time 
the Competency of “ the Roy Royan, or the Superintendant of the Khalfa, for digelting and report- 
« ing upon all MoffuGI Statements and Accounts,” was never urged as an Objedion to fuch Com- 
miffions : It was not then difeovered, that “ every Point of Inveftigation might have been as eft'ec- 
“ tually compafled by the Provincial Councils, a natural and unalarming Channel, without EStpence, 
“ without any unnatural Medium or unconftitutional Authority, and without that univcrfal Alarm 
« which thole eccentric Motions create.” 

The Number of thefe occafional and temporary Commiffions will, I hope, ferve to flicw that I am 
not lingular in the Opinion, that fpecial and extraordinary Bufinefs requires fpecial and extraordinary 
Means to execute it j and the Charge of a Commiffion for collcding the Salt Accounts of a (ingle 
Dtftrid, lhall be found to equal what is ftated for an Office to colled the Accounts of the 
Whole of Bengal ; I hope I lhall allb be acquitted of incurring an unneceflary Expcncc, even al- 
though the Propofition of reimburling it by a fmall Fee on each Aumul-iiama, Ihould not be 
adopted. 

Molt of the Objcdlons raifed to the OlHce on the Score of Utility, have been already fully dif- 
cuflTed in the former Minutes on this Subjed j I will therefore only obferve, that as the Five Years 
Settlement furnifiied Materials for alcertainmg the real Value of the Lands, the Dcfign of this Office 
is to colled them. 

General Clavering has thought proper to charge me with having, by myfclf, by the Influence of 
my executive Powers, and by the Counteradions of my Dependants, tliwarted the Attempts ol the 
Board to ilTuc Pottahs. 1 call upon the General to fupport this Cliargc with the fmallcft Shadow of 
Proof. The laft and almoft the only Attempt was made in Burdwan, where every native Officer 
holds his Appointment, was by an Influence totally oppofite to mine *, and fo far from^ being my 
Dependants, they are moft of them diftinguiflted only by their daring Inlults to my lerfon and Go- 


vernment. , n , I I j 

Upon further Enquiry among the Natives, I believe the General will find that tney do not “ in 

“ general aferibe this Inftitution td Cantoo Baboo and fo far from confidcring it as certain that 
It will be carried on under his immediate Influence, and that he will have the Appointment or all 
‘‘ the native Officers » it is univcrfnlly known that there neither is, nor ever was, any Conncaion 
between him and jGunga Govind Sing, the principal native Officer propofed by me, and artual y 

appointed to the Superintcndance of this Bufinels. . • n- • 1 n i • 

When I recommended this Man, it was unneceflary that I ffiould enlarge on his official Irobuy, 

which was unimpeached. On Reference to the Proceedings of the Revenue Council that d.f.nifled 

him, it will be found, that upon the Queftion being put. the Accufation againft him by Comaul-ul- 
Dien, of having collufively taken a Sum of Money, was not proved in the Opinion of any one of 
the Members of the Board: It appeared, that as Dewan to the Committee he had flopped the Ad- 
vanccs to Comaul as Concrador, to make good his Arrears of Revenue as ^atiiur ^ 'll* Trenlac- 
tion, which in a fimilar Inftancc has fincc been fanftified by the Example of the Council, was 
confidcred by fonic of the Members as worthy of pnfurc: General indeed wen^ 

to declare, that although Comaul’s Declarations had been frequently contradided on ^ 

•• as the greateft Lyarslomctimcs fpoke Truth,” and there were Inftances of other i erlons having 
been guihy of Collufion and Mai praftices, he was “ inclinable S' vc Credit to the Aceffiatm 
againft Gunea Govind j but whether ever, according to this Opinion, ^unga Go\ ind Sing s Want of 
official Probfty was eftablifhed, I leave others to judge. As to I then declared him inno- 

cent*, and I cannot now admit the Pofition, “ that it is very well known that he was dilmifTed from 
“ his Office on an Accufation of having collufively taken a Sum of Money to allow Comaul 
“ Salt,” unlcls I am permitted to add, and ‘ix'huh Accufation was not poved. General 
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General Clavering’s Anfwer to the Governor General’s Repljr, t'jih. November 

Entered on the above Confultations. 

The advanced State of the Difpatch will not permit me to anfwer fo fully as I might do with more 
Lelfure, the Governor General’s Reply to my Minute protefting againft the Office which he has 
ere(flcd under the Name of compiling and colledling Materials tor the future Settlement of tire Re. 
venue j the Orders from which are to be ilTued in the Name of the Governor General, and the Con- 
troul committed to his immediate Charge. 

The Cafes which the Govembr General has mentioned, to compare with the Appointment in 
aucRion, I do not admit to be fimilar ; a Portion of Power, delegated to a Servant for a particular and 
limited Purpofe, being very different from an Aflbmption of Power to himfelf under the fuppofed 
Term of Delegation, which fhould rather be termed Ufurpation, if wrefting to one Part or Member 
of the ConRitution the Powers allotted to the Whole can be admitted to be fuch, and this not by 
a general AA of the Government } for to treat as an Adi of the Governor General and Council a 
Refulution formed by himfelf and one other Member of the Board to make an Aopointmeot, con> 
centering in himfelf all the Powers of the united Council, is too abfurd to be (tamped with the 
Appellation of a Refolution of Government: Without a further Stretch of Power, the Governor 
General might equally alTume to himfelf the foie Controul of any other, or every Department of 
the whole Government ; for, admitting a Member to vote in his own Caufe, conferring Powers upon 
himlclf, the Governor General forming to himfelf Two Votes of the Three, in which arc now vetted 
the whole Power of the Government, he has but to propofe, to obtain, and didtate. Again, a 
Delegation of a Portion of the Power of the Board to a Mrvant makes him amenable and refponfible 
for the Management of that Power to thofe from whom he received it, and fubjedts him to Puniih. 
ment in cafe of Abufc whereas in the prefent Cafe the Governor General is not amenable to the 
united Board, much lefs to his own perlonal Tribunal, under the Denomination and Form of a Board. 
Finally, it cannot be compared to a Committee of the Council, which fhould ever participate, though 
in Miniature, of the original Form and Power of the Conflitution, without diminifhing that of the 
Whole } whereas in the Inftance before us, the original Forms would become annihilated in the 
Ufurpation of the Powers of the Whole by One Part. 

Upon thefe Grounds therefore I mud continue of Opinion, that the Powers affumed by the Go« 
vernor General to himfelf, is an illegal Ufurpation and not a Delegation, and that he, and all thofe 
who fhall adl under him in fuch Circumftances, fubjedt thcmfelvcs to all the Confequences of fuch an 
Adi though amongfl thefe it might feem Prefumption in me to antic^>it^ the Opinion of the Court of 
Diredlors, which, from their Indulgence towards Mr. Haflings, he may with Reafon confider as the mod 
fatal of all : Yet, having already condemned Two Adis of the Governor General, for attempting to 
alTiiitic cither Parts or the Whole of the Government to himfelf j one, in his exclufiveCorrefpondence 
with his Refideiu with the late Vizier j the other, the Endeavour which he made to diflblvc the 
Council, contrary to the Opinion of the Majority of the Board ; I cannot but conclude, that where 
the Effedts arc the fame, notwithftandirig the Form and Manner of the Dirpofition my* vary, that 
the Court of Diredlors will be highly offended at fo aggravating a Reiteration of the Offence. 

It is Mockery of Terms to charadlerize with the fpecious Appellution of coliedling and compiling 
Accounts, with a View to conceal the evident and plain Objedl pf the Governor General’s Plan ; which, 
in fending Aumins into the MofulTil, with full Powers to obtain the Accounts of the pad Coliedlions, 
to compare them with the adtual State of the Cultivation, and thereby to edablifh the Rates of the 
Lands, may, without draining of Terms, be deemed ordering and managing the Revenues. 

To give a favourable Pidlure of the good Effedls that may be expedted tu arife from this Invediga. 
tion, the Governor General has held forth, that it is to enable him to regulate the Pottahs fo as to 
edablifh the Ryots in the undidurbed PoffelTion of their Lands. I would only obferve, that, taking 
it for granted that thefe Aumins will be corrupt, and difpoi^ to favour the great Banians in the 
quiet Enjoyment of theirs, upon dill greater Advantages than they now hold them, the inevitably 
Confequence mud be, a Deception to the Governor himfelf, or whofoever may hereafter have the or- 
dering and managing of the Lands of this Country. 

The Governor General calls upon me to fupport my Affertion, that through his Influence the 
Pottahs at Burdwan were prevented being granted. I will anfwer, that I refer it to his own De- 
cifion, how difficult it is in this Country ro bring legal Proof to convidl a Man of any Adlion, 
though, from a Combination of many Circumdances, the whole World may be convinced of the 
Truth of it. From the Time that the laic Majority undertook to regulate the Government and 
corred the Abofes that prevailed in it, it is but too notorious, that after every poffible Obdrudion 
at the Board to the pafling of a Refolution, the fame was again experienced with redoubled Efforts 
in every Stage of the Execution, for which I will only quote One Indance : When Mr. Dawfon 
was lent to invedigate the Poolbundee of Burdwan, upon the certain Accounts that the Board had 
obtained of the Peculations committed in it, in fome Places the Farmers had been indiu£ted not 
to appear, in others to refid, by refufing to give their Accounts, and when Compulfion was at- 
tempted to be ofed towards them, he was cither alarmed by Letters from Attornics, or Writs of 
Habeas Corpus were ready to relieve the Farmer from his Confinement. 


powannee 
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bowannec Metre, the former Dcwan of the Provinces, and Bridjoo Kifhur, Zemindary Dtwan, 
ho had both been difmiflcd from their Employments, remained in the Didrict to encourage the 
F riTiers to refift the Orders of Government ; The Governor General very well knows that by the 
I Vnnies of one or both of thefe Men, the late Settlement that was made of Burdwan, had nearly 
mifea^rried ; and as the Pottahs were immediately connefted with the Settlement itfclf, though I may 
hold the full neceflary Proof to bring the Faft home, that the Board was counteraded in tlicir 
Defire to have the Regulations that were made for the iflfuing of the Pottahs carried into Execution j 
et the whole Country, who know the real State of Fads, will attribute the Failure to the Caulc 
I have afligned, if they do fail. Upon the Whole, had Government been united, what Reafon is 
there to fuppofc that in the Execution of fo plain and eafy an Operation as the granting of Pottahs, 
the late Majority fliould have met with more Difficulties than the Governor General now expeds 
in the Execution of the Orders he propofes ? 

Whether the Natives with whom 1 have converfed have mifinformed me, or not, tnat Cantoo 
Baboo has been the original Projedor of the new Plan refolved upon, their Miltakc is eafilv ac- 
counted for, coming from People who judge from Appearances, in oblerving the Projed brought to 
Light immediately after his Arrival at the Prefidency, and arc conRrmed in their Opinion by the 

Aoolications that are daily making to him for Places under this Inftjtution. . 

In further Objedion to the new Revenue Office, as far as a prelcnt Inveftigation can affed the 
future Rates of the Lands, I will add— premifing, that before the real Value of any given Objed 
can be fixed, both the Extent of that Objed, and the prccife Value of the Medium by which it is 
to be eftimated, muft be afeertained » and that without this, Value and Rate are vifionary Terms, and 

Words without Meaning— ^ ^ si* 

That at prefent there arc not any Two Difirids pofTcffing exadly the fame Currency, and that in 
the prefent State of the Coin, it is impoffiblc exadly to level the Value by unalterably fixing the 
Ratta • Further i that the Extent of each Ryot’s Poffcffion is not known to be fimilar to the Limits 
exoreffed in the Pottah originally granted to him: So that neither Objed or Medium art fixed. I 
conclude that the Inveftigation muft be inefficacious, and of courfe cannot, from the nioft favour- 
able Reprefentation made of it, compenfatc for the many Evils it will create. 

1 ftiould not have added this Remark in this Place, it being foreign to the Grounds of my Proteft, 
which principally related to the Mode, not the Effed, had not the Governor Generals Renewal of 

the Subjed led me to it. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Note, received laft Night from the Governor 
General and Icquaints them, that as he underftands the Governor General’s Minute is difpatched, 
he has oJdcred a Copy of the General’s Minute to be prepared. 

Ordered it be forwarded to the Secretary of the India Houle. 


To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Revenue Department. 

FnMoVed I fend YOU an Anfwerto a Minute of General Clavering, which I received laft Night i 
,hc tofcK I pwpofc » cop, of i. «. .he Scorer, .. rhe lodr. Houfc, b, 


the Naftau. 

aSth November 1776. 

General Clavcring-I defire my Reply may accompany the Governor’s Minute, 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


Goeernor G.,.c.r.P. Rcpl, ro Gcel Ctavcring'. M.irurc, rlarcrl .he e,.h Noeenrher .7,6. 

, w.. rro. awrrre, ar .he T™e I V 3 'a°o“v?e“ ^he^NattKotf 

of Accounts, that it would have engaged "’c ® r Subied- perhaps I have already faid too 

“b^r iJeS .r;. TTooS Ke“oS^.v2of bo.'i. on^he geoera. A.8Le„. of 

Seeil cUb^a laft tore, and.on f ejLin..,, rha. ■ am 
TheObjedion to the Office, as ^'>"8 ^omrary to Ad ar^^ biftind.on between the Powers 
almoft at a Lofs to anfwer it. In my , „„ The firft 1 poftefs conftitutionally j 

of preparing and thofe of <>^dcnng. gove nmg and m^ana^^^^^^^^ be'^conduded by a Coun- 

thc laft refides in the Council at large. T . OcLpauons of this Board would not admit 

cil, and where if it could the various and more important Occupau^s^^^ ^ 

it. In preparing Materials for as Prefulcnt of the Council, not only on 

tainly ad in my Station This 'rj^^l Affairs i in the lame Manner as it is the im- 

the prefent Occafion, but in every other Point ot Civil Atrairs , 

eSEt. Com. Rep. VI. 
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mediate Duty of the General to prepare and bring before ihc Council fuch Matters as relate to the 
Military, Were it otherwife, the Bufincfs of Government would be at a Stanch and the whole Admi-^ 
nidration thrown mto Confufion, This Privilege, however, docs in no Way preclude any other 
Member from furnifliing Information, and propofing Points of Bufinefe to the Council ; with him it 
is a Right, which he may cxercifc, or not, at Pleafurci with me it is an indifpcnfablc Duty, and I am 
rcfponfiblc for the Performance of it. 

The prefent Lcafes of Bengal expire in April next, when a new Settlement of the Revenue muft 
be formed by the Governor Gener^ and Council. In a Matter of iuch great Importance the 
Board cannot be too well informed. In Proportion as the Materials upon which a Cotmcil arc 
to deliberate and to decide, fhall be complete or impcrfcA, will the Company judge that I have 
performed or ncglcftcd my Duty. Could I have executed this extenfivt and laboratkis Bufinefs 
without an Ellablilhment, or could I have employed this Eftablilbment without any Expcnce 
to tlic Company, 1 (hould not have thought it neceflary to apply to the Council on the Sub* 

On the prefent Occafion the Council have conferred upon me no Authority whkb I do not 
and did not before legally and conllitutionally pofiefs* By approvii^of the Eftablilbrnent which 
I propofed, they have only furnilhed me with the N^ans of executing a Ihboriooa and extenfive 
Duty, to which I Ihould ocherwife have found myfclf unequal. In the F^rformance of this, as in cvei7 
other Point of Duty, I know that 1 am rerponfibk to the Company. I am fcnfibk alfo of the Dill 
advantages I labour under j that every ObjcA in the Extocution will be viewed with hoilite Eyes, 
and every Error in Judgment be conftrued into a Crime. But I have no Alternative left, and 
am obliged to undertake a Talk, which^ without facrificing my Duty to the Company, I cannot 
decline. 


This temporary 0 /Ecc, like the Coromiflions mentioned in my preceding Minutes, is inftituted 
for a particular and limited Purpofe,” and whoever are cn^ployed in it, “ whether Servants of the 
“ Company or native OlEccrs, arc amenable and refponfible for their Management, and fubjed to 
Punifhment in cafe of Atnifcs, equally with the Pcrfbns of whom tl>uk Coimrutrion.i were 
compofed/* 

To procure Materials for the better Regulation of Pottabs, is only a fecondary Qbjcft, yct^t is of 
the laft Importance to the Happinefs of the People. The Approbation and Support which the Ge- 
neral gave to the Propolal for iflTuing new Pottahs in Burdwan, (hews that he was fcnfible of the Ex- 
pediency of the Meafurc. The Proceedings of the Board will evince tha^ I alfo concurred in the 
lame Opinion •, yet the Charge of having obftrufted the Execution of %js fepcated. In Support of 
this it is alleged that every pofliblc Obftruftion was oppofed to Refolutions at the Board, and that 
the fame was experienced with redoubled Efforts in the Execution of them. To prove the Truth of 
this, it is declared that Mr. Dawfon encountered many Difficulties in invcftigaiing the Poolbundy 
of Burdwan Now admitting thefe pofitivc Pofitions for a Moment, what Connexion is there be- 
tween the Poolbundy of Burdwan and the Pottabs ? |t is impoflible that aoy Two Sul^efts can be 
more oppofite. The Poolbundy relates tqch^j^pence of fencing the Rivers i the Pottahs arc the 
Deeds oy which the Hufbandmen hold thf^^lillds. 

As a collateral Evidemot to this Charge', 'fht General affttts that Bowanny Mefrc and Bridjoo Kif- 
fau remained in the Diftrifts of Burdwan, affd counterafted the iffuing of Pottahs, Admitting this 
alfo, how am I anfwerablc ? But Curioffty bavir^ led mo to cncmirt into a Faft which is Bated with 
fo much Precifion, tlie General will excufe me if I infiR that he has been mifmfbrmed, I have fenc 
for Bowanny Metre, who rcfidcs in Calcutta, and qucBioncd him on the Subjeft, He affurcs me that 
fince the Times that he was firft recalled from his Station to the Prcfidency, he has never been 
once at the Town of Burdwan, and but once at his own Houfc at Bankiha, the Refidence of his 
AnceftoTs For' many Generations, which although within the Limits of the Diftrift of Burdwan, is 
only 8 or lo Miles from Calcuuai that this Vific was paid to his Family during the Gentoo Holi- 
days, when all Public Bufinefs isfufpendedi that he went on the 5th of Cartu, or i8th of Odtober 
laft, and returned on the a 7th of the fame Month, or 9th of November, having been abfent from 
Calcutta Days. The General can be at no Lofs 10 afceetain the Troth oi this Ctrcumftance. 
Should he find it confirmed, it will ferve I hope to make him receive with Caution the vague Infor- 
mations of the Natives, whofe Defirc of ii>gratiatmg themfelves freqi^enily leads them to deviate from 
the Scriftnei's of Truth. 


(Signed) Warren Haftings 


General CUvering—After the Difpatch of the Packet, it ia too late to attempt to refute fame 
Aiiguments ufed by the Governor General, in hrs Reply to my Minurc of the ayth, or 10 fupp^t 
my own, if they need any \ but finding the Governor General ftitl trying to fwpport the I^alitjr 
of the Power which he is usurping, under the Pretence that preparing Accounts is a Power btercni 
in bis Office of Prefident of this Board, I will only reply, That it is eafy to a Ffame to an 
Otfice, different in Idea from either ordering or managing the Revenue, but which (h«U ftUl-involve 
the Bufintfs of both one and the other of thofe Brandies 6f the Revenue. If the Powers of the 
Office were only to prepare Accounts of the Ute Colleilions, they might eafily be prepared in the JChalfa 

X by 
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by the Soptrifittnd^, under whom every neceflary Office for that Purpofe is eftabllfficd , Ixit 
ftiil more eafily by the Provinciai Council, againft which Mode no other Objeftion has yet been 
urged, but that they would be prepared in a different Form the one from the other. Every 
Body will form their own Opinion, whether that Objeftion be the real Reafon for not trulling 
the Provincial Councils with this Bufinefs j and whether, it that Objeftion was valid, it might not 
be obviated by the Superintendant of the Khalfa Records tranfmitting a Form of an Account to 
each of the Provincial Councils i by this Mode, at lealV, all the Expcnce to be incurred by fend- 
ing fo many Black Officers to each Diftrid, would be avoided, as well as the Danger to the Col- 
left ions of the prefent Year. As the Governor General has been Twice miftaken concerning the 
Powers which he imagined he poffcffed, it is yet pofftble he may be miftaken a Third Time j and 
that the Court of Dircftors will not confider the Nature of the Office by the Name which the Go- 
vernor General aferibes to it, buc by the Funftions that arc to be cxercifed in it. Whenever the 
Company has wifljed to fee the Prcfident of the Council exercife any extraordinary Powers, they 
have given them to him themfelvcs : But, if I may be permitted to form a Judgment on the Opinion 
which they wiH give on the unufoal and illegal Power now allumcd, I Ihould imagine that they 
will think that the Moffufil Aceounts of each Diftrift would be as accurately made up by the Pro- 
vincial Councila, as tiader the GuidaiKe of Gonga Govind Sing, affifled by the Reports of Black 
Officers appointed from the PreridcBcy. WiA regard to the Hiltory trf Bowanny Metre, 1 am not 
prepared K> anfwer it. 


The Secretary lays befoM the Board the Draught of a Letter to Meffrs. Anderlbn and Bogle, in 
conrequence of their Appointments to fuperiiKciid the new Office for preparing and arfanging the 
ncccffary Materials for fwming the new Settlement. 


To Meffrs. Anderfon and Bogle. 

Gentlemen, 

Having chougnt proper to appoint you Superintendants aa Office to prepare and arrange the ne- 
ceffary Materials for forming the new Settlement at the Expiration of the preftnt Leafes, we here- 
with tranfmic you a Copy of the propofed Inftitution, and of the Eftablilhment of your 
Office. ' . 


Fort Wilfiam, 
the 29th November 1776. 


Wc are, &c. 


Agreed, That the Letter be accordingly written to |Sleflrs. Anderfon and Bogle. 

Agreed, That the fbllotting Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Moorlhedabad. 


To Mr. Edward Baber, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Moorlhedabad. 
Gendemen, 

Having appointed Mr. David Anderfon to fuperintend an Office at the Prefidency for the Prepa- 
ration and Arrangement of fome Materials for the new Settlement, his Seat at your Board is 
vacated. 

We arc, &c. 

Fort William, 
the 29th November 177$. 


Extraft of Fort William Revenue Confultations, 3 December 1776. 

The Governor General propofes the following Letter to the fcveral Provincial Councils and Col- 
leftors, the Provincial Council of Patna excepted. 

To Mr. Charles Goring, Prcfident, Council of Revenue at Calcutta. 

(Circular, Patna excepted.) 

Ha^ntSht proper ro conftitutc an Office at the Prefidency. for the Purpofe of prcparii^ 
and arraiwing^e MatiiU for the enfoing Settlement, wc direft you to give every Affiftance m 
your Povror in forwarding the Purpofts of this Inftkuuon > ami a) -fbe Govfrmir Gtntral, 
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Name the Detail of the Bufmefs will he immediate^ cetiduSed, will neiejjarily ijfue many Official Orders, 
you are commanded to enter fucb on your Records ; and employ your Authority in every Infiance in which 
it may be nectffary to enforce them. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, 

3d December 1776. 

Mr. Barwell — I approve. 

Ordered to be fent in Circulation. 


Extrad of Fort William Revenue Confultations, 6th December 1776. 

Governor General— Among the many diflerent Materials which will come before the Board for 
their Guidance in forming the enfuing Settlement, the accurate and diftind Accounts which are kept 
in the Office of the Accountant General to the Revenue, will form a confiderable Part •, thefe will re- 
quire to be compared and elucidated with the Accounts which may be procured from the Diftrids. 
In this Branch of the Bufmefs I am defirous of obviating the Inconvenienclcs of frequent and 
formal Applications for Papers to the Accountants Office. I wiffi alfo to benefit by the Abilities 
and Knowledge of Mr. Croftes, which have been honoured with repeated Tcftimonics of the Com- 
pany’s Approbation, and from which, fince the Removal of the Khalfa, I have derived effential 
Affiftance. And 

I therefore propofc, that the Accountant General to the Revenue Department be joined to the 
Gentlemen already appointed to prepare and arrange the Materials for a new Settlement, for the 
fpecial Purpofc of affilting in forming fuch Accounts as have a Reference to the Offices now under 
his Charge, and for the general Condud of the Detail of the new Office, fo far as the other Duties 
will permit. 

W. Haftings. 

Agreed, That the Accountant General be accordingly joined to Meflrs. Bogle sind And^rfon, for 
the Purpolcs mentioned in the Governor General’s Minute. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from General Clavering, containing his 
Proteft to the Letter to Meflrs. Anderfon and Bogle. 

Sir, 

Having protefted againft the Mcafure which has been adopted by the Governor General and Mr. 
Barwell, calling themfclves a Board to a{>point an Office to order and manage the Revenues, as 
illegal, 1 will not authorize it by my Signature to a Letter to Meflrs. Anderfon and Bogle, to order 
them to exercife any Powers under the fpeciiH Controul of the Governor General, independent of th« 
Council, in any Office whatever. 

I am. Sir, 

Calcutta, Your moll obedient Servant, 

30th November 1776. (Signed) J. Clavering. 

To Mr. Rich'' Sumner, Secretary to 
the Council of Revenue. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the Minutes received from Mr. Francis and General Claver- 
ing, relative to the Circular Letter propofed to be written the 3d Inllant. 

Mr. Francis — The Objcdlions which 1 have already Bated comprehend the whole Mcafure, both 
in Form and Subftance. 

A Condemnation of the general Principles and avowed Objefls of the Inllitution of the new 
Office, of courfc includes every Arrangement propoled for promoting the Operation of thofe Prin- 
ciples, or accomplifliing thofe Objefts; and on this Ground 1 meant to have refted, without any fur- 
ther Oppofition to the original Rclolution of the Board. 

Hut the prefent Motion goes beyond my Firft Idea of the Inllitution, and is not, in my Opinion, 
warranted even by the Terms of the Governor’s firft Minute. 

The Office was to be under the Conduit of Two Covenanted Servants of the Company, and all Orders 
ijfued from it were to be written in the Name of the Governor General : Such Orders, as I underftood 
the Propofal, could only be iflued to the Officers and Agents of the Office itfclf, or to Perfons lu- 
boidinaie to it in Rank and Station : Official Orders, whether for Information or Obedience, defeend 
by their Nature, and cannot be iflued from an inferior Board to a fupcrior. 

' Suppoling 
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Soppofing this to be only a formal Objection, removable by the Ufe of the Governor General’s 
Marne, or by his Signature, 1 do not think that the Board can fafely delegate an cxclulivc Power to 
him to fend Ordern to the Revenue Boai^' immediately fubordinatc to the Supreme Council, or 
that the Members of thofe Boards would be bound to obey them. 

,]f a Refolotion of a Majority, or ^ven of the whole Council, can delegate an exclufive Power to 
any Member of it, to iflue Orders in Matters of Revenue to the Boards immerliately fubordinatc to 
us tJicrc is no Brand) of Power vyftcd in me by Law, of which a fimilar Kefolution may not diveft 
But even if it were lawful, T do not deem it fafe or expedient to delegate the Power required 
by the Governor •, becaufc, in the firft Place, the Provincial Councils arc not made acquainted with 
the Purpoles of the Inftitution, which nevtrthelcfi they are direded to follow •, and fecondly, bccaufc 
I ice no Security upon the Face of the Inftitution, that fuch Power may not be applied to Purpofes 
which have riot received the general Sandion of the Board. 

The Provincial Councils are to mploy thtir Authority in every Injiance in which it may le necejfary 
to enforce the ojicial Orders of the Governor General. The Whole of their Power thcu|ore, whatever 
it is, will center with the Governor > and if not, they ought to be informed to what particular Ob- 
ieds* his indepepdant Authority is tq be confined, and by what Rules their Submifllon to it is to be li- 
mited : The Obedience required by the propofed Orders, is unlimited and indefinite. The Governor 
General himfclf does not precifely know the Extent or Quality of the Orders which it may hereafter 
be neceflary for him tfiTfluc. In one of his laft Minutes he obferves, that he cannot pretend to 
fix with Precifion the Means by which this Oeftgn is to be profecuted., that thefe muft in a great Meafure 
arife out of the Bufmefs in its Progrefs. 

But if a Delegation of the Power in queftion be in any Degree hazardous, it feems equally unneccl- 
fary } fince whatever Orders the Governor General may think fit to have communicated to the Pro- 
vincial Councils, or enforced by their Authority in theDiftrids, may be figned by the Boaid without 

any Inconvenience. , • , • 

With refped to myfclf, the Motion feems particularly fuperfluous ; Having admitted it to be my 
Duty to affift even in the Condubl of Arrangements which I may net approve, and to promote their Succefs 
when once they evt refolved on, no Plea is left for transferring to another that Share in the Condtid of 
the Public Ser^cc which belongs to me, and which I have not declined. 

For thefe Reafbns I do not deem it either fafe in Law, or confiftent with the general Duty of my 
Station, to fieniiiy Order to the Provincial Councils to the EfFcd propofed by the prefent Motion. 

® ^ (Signed; P. Francis. 


30th November 1776. 

General Clavering— The Lfgiftature having vetted the Power of m.-tnaglng and ordering the Ter- 
ritorial PoffelTtons and Revenues belonging to the Laft India Company in Bengal, as well as the 
Government thereof, m Five Perfons, of which Number I have the Honour to be one i apd not 
being difpofed to dcprive-myfclf of any of the Rights which have b«n thus afiigned to me 1 have, 
by Thrce^diffcrcnt Minutes, protefted againft the EftaUMN^nt of an Office propoled by the Honoura- 
ble Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General oflhefe Provinces; which mull in hlfcd, as I 
conceive, veft in him principally the Management, Ordering, and Government of the 
alleged Purpofc of making a new Settlement, under the Pretence of compiling and collcding 
Accounts of the paft Collcdions, of digefting the Materials which may be furnifhcd by the Iro- 

vincial Councils, ^ofifluing Orders for Ipecial Accounts, deputing n.ativc 

veftigations, and finally, for collc6ling Materials for ififuing new Pottahs, and for eftablilhing a 1 01 c 
permanent and regular Mode of Taxation ; which Propofition 

inc received the Aflcnt of Richard Harwell, Efquire, one of the Members of the Council, is 
come according to Law, a Rcfolve of the Government : That 1 may not be acceflary, 

as his own Ad, independant of the Council. (Signed) J. Clavering. 

• The Secretary is ordered to write the Circular Letter, and wait upon each of the Members for 
their Signature. 


Sel.Co.v. Rep. VI. 


Pp 
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ExtraA of Fort William Revesue Confurtirflbns, 10th December 1776. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the Anfwers delivered by General Clavering and Mr. Franca 
on his requeuing them to figa the Circular Letter, agreeably to the Board’s Commands laft Day. * 

General Clavering — I have already in feveral Protefts delivered my Opinion, that the Office which 
has been cftablilhed under the Authority of Mr. Harwell and the Governor General, forming a Ma- 
jority of the Board, is illeg^al •, and I dill adhere, to that Opinion. 1 have likewife protefted againft 
the Appointment of MeiTrs. Anderfon and Bogle, Superintendants for preparing and arranging 
Materials for the new Settlement •, as 1 did to the Draught of the Circular Letter, which being written 
fair, is brought to me by Mr. Secretary Sumner, by the Orders of the Governor General and Mr. 
Harwell, to iign. If other Rcafons than thofe 1 have already given are expefled from me by this 
MelTage, I can alledge the following : That the Governor General has declared that he already po(I 
fefled the Powers, which he requires from the whole Council, by virtue of his Office as Prefident. 
If that be fo, why does he apply for further Authority from the Board i BUt it woul^ feem as if he 
doubted the Exigence of this inherent Right in him, by this .Application to the Board to be autho- 
rized by them to cxercife it. I have before faid, that I ai^ not difpofed to t^ofTefs myfelf of anv 
of the Powers which have been committed to me by the Legiflature t, nor do I believe that, was I 
fo difpofed, I could refign (faving the Impoflibility of executing the Duties of my Office on account 
of ill Health) the Trull which the Legiflature has repofed in me, excepting to the King himfelf. If 
I cannot refign my Trull, much lefs do I think I can refign it over to another Member of the 
Board, becaufe I am rcfponfible to the Legiflature for the due Performance of it ; and the Delegation 
of it to another Member would not only take from me the Rerponfibility, of which I cannot legally 
divcil myftif, but would alter the Conllitution of the Council, by encreafing the Power of luch 
other beyond the Bounds which the Legiflature defigned to give to each of them fcparately. My 
Opinion then is, that the Governor General and Council can neither extend nor contradl their own 
Powers i and confequcntly I deem every Aft illegal which lhall take Powers from aiy one Member 
of the Council to give them to another, feeing that fuch Powers as were judged neceffary for the 
Conllitution of this Government were given colleftively and infcparably to the whole Body of the 
Council. But if the Perlon to whom new Powers are to be given (houM happen to'He the Governor 
General himfelf, who befidcs claims feparate and dillinft Powers inherent in him as Prefident of the 
Council, the Danger to be apprehended would be thereby fo much the greater, as it would unite in 
himfelf all the feparate and independent Powers which he claims as Prefident of the Council, added 
to thofe which are now unconllitutionally given to him by a Majority of the Board. I know that 
the Aft of Parliament by which this Council is formed, direfts that the Governor Genyrsl and 
Council lhall obey all Orders given by the Court of Direftors, and that they are pofitively informed 
the Members of the Council fubferibe their Names to all Letters written by the Direftion of 
the Majority of the Board, notwithllanding any Contrariety of Opinion entertained by any of the 
Members on the Refolucion which thofe tq carry into Efleft ■, but it cannot be fuppofed 

that this Order of the ryth of December ‘^n|fprcvious to the pafling of the Aft of Parliament, 
dan bind the prefenc Mdoibers to fign Letters ^j^ders which they deem illegal, and conlequehtly to 
authorize, by the Sanftion of their Name, every illegal Aft which the Majority may think proper to 
commit. Suppofing, for Example, that by the concurring Votes of Mr. Barwell and the Governor 
General, the latter (hould be appointed to take Charge of all the Civil and Military Powers under 
this Prefidency, and that Letters (hould be written to all the Company’s Civil a’nd Military Servants, 
direfting them to obey him, and him alone } 1 would afk, whether the Refufal or Acquiefcence to 
fubferibe fuch Letters would be a legal or an illegal Aft ? As I confidcr the Circular Letters which arc 
now before me arc intended to require Obedience to the Orders which the Governor General may 
think proper to give to the Provincial Councils in his own Name, fcparately from the Council, and 
which may poflibly have the EIFeft of repealing oi’^brogating all the Orders hitherto given by the 
Governor General and Council •, or that, under the general Direftion to Provincial Councils, in the 
Letter before me, to employ their Authority in every Inj^anee in which it may he necejary to enforce official 
Orders of the Governor General, the prefent Mode of ordering and managing the Territorial Polleflions 
and Revenues may be altered ; for this and other Keafons 1 cannot, confidently with the Duty which 
I owe to the Legiflature, to the Company, and to myfelf, fet my Hand to the Circular Letter to 
the Provincial Councils, which has been brought to me by Mr. Sumner. 

(Signed) . J. Clavering. 

Fort William, 9th December 177^. 

To Richard Sumner, Efquire. 

Sir, 

My Objeftions to the Refolution of the 3d Inllant have been already dated at large ; the Ground 
however on which 1 red my Refufal to lign the propofed Letter to the Provincial Councils, is this : 
The Law exprdsly veds the Ordering, Management, and Government of the Territorial Acquifitions 
and Revenues, m ilic Governor General and Council : This js a joint Trud, therefore, which 1 can- 
not 
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not lawfoll^r alienate or furrendef, otherwifc than by refienintr mv Plart in rn..n*tl . u- i t 

Under the Governor General and Council, and fubieft to our Or^r. 

in the next Degree, cntruftcd with (iftiilar Powers m^heir refocaive Councils are. 

Letter dirtas thefc Councils to employ Heir Authority in v 

enforce the official ’ffited by the Governor General alone. The Extent anc/oualitro/ fudw'ffic/l 

orders i, .hr, «re, i, .here S«»i,y oi X ivr 0 . 

may not in applied to the uniting in the Governor General thole Powers over the Territorial 

Acquificions i»nd Revenues, which by Law arc jointly vetted in the Governor General and CoS 

1 am, 

Sir, 

Your mott obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


Extrafk of Fort William Revenue Confultations, aoth December lyyiJ, 


Governor General.^hc Refufal of General Clavering and Mr. Francis to fign the Circular Letter 
to the Provincial CooUflls, and the Objedlions which are ftated in their Minutes, force me rcluc- 
tantly to continue a lengthened Controverly. 

By the original Inftitution of the Office, its Funftions arc confined merely to collcftinc and pre- 
pring Materials j the Orders which arc to be iffued from it in my Name, arc only foch as lhall 
have received the gerwral San^ion of the Board. It is impolTible clearly to define the Bulii.efs of the 
Office or to circumfcribe its Authority with ttrongcr Barriers. 1 he Letter in quellion ferves only 
to notify this Inftitution to the Provincial Councils. But by a Perverfion of Terms, and a ftrained 
pnltroaion, it is made to convey a Meaning totally foreign from the Subjed. The Preparation of 
Materials for the new Settlement is dcckred to be equivalent to ordering, managing, and governing; 
and the iffuing «f fuch official Orders for colleding Materials as ffiall have reicivcd tTic general 
Sandion of the Board, is deemed to be tlie Excrcilc of an Authority which includes every Power of 
Government, ' 


The. ^ords ofi the Letter areas follow: “And as the Governor Gcncr.il , in whofe Name the 
“ Detail of the Bufinefs (viz. preparing and arranging Materials for the enfuing Settlement) will be 
“ immediately conduded, will ncceftarily iflue many official Orders ; you arc commanded to enter 
“ fuch on your Records, and employ your Authority in every inftance in which it may be necclTary 
“ to enforce them.” 

The Word “ enforce ” clearly implies Orders given to others, and not to the Provincial Counc ils ; 
and the Words “ every Inftance in which // ncccflary,” ferve to confirm this Meaning; be- 
caufe, if the Orders were iflTued to them, their Obedience would be neceflary in every Inflance 
without an Exception. The evident Dcfign of the Letter was a formal Notification of ihc new 
Office to the Provincial Councils, which was inililpenMjkneceflary to prevent the Competition be- 
tween tjieir Officers, and thofe who might be immedi)i^ lllputed from the Office at the Prcfidency. 
To this Letter General Clavering objeds ; alledging %;'i Reafon, “ that he confiders it as intended 
“ to require Obedkocc to the Orders which the Govewbr General may think proper to give to the 
“ Provincial Coiufrcils in his own Name feparately from the Council and Mr, Francis declares, 
that “ the Board cannot fafely delegate an exclufive Power to the Governor General, to lend Orders 
“ to the Revenue Boards immediately fubordinatc to the Supreme Council, or that the Members of 
“ thofe Boards would be bound to obey them.” Thus, by perverting tlic plain Meaning of the 
Words, Genera) Clavering and Mr. Francis, in dired Difobedicnce to the Company’s Orders, and 
in the Face of the late Ad of Parliament, have tefufed to fign the Circular Letter to the 
Provincial Councils. 

I never claimed the Power, nor had any IntcntioS^ of iffuing Orders in my own Name to the Pro- 
vincial Councils. 1 did not even propofc to iffoc any Orders whatibever, but for the Execution of 
liich particular Services as Ibould firft have received the general SanbJion of the Board, When I de- 
viate from thefe Principles, I may be charged with the Ufurpation of undue Power. While I ad- 
here to them, Mr. Francis himfcif muft allow that, “ for theDifpalch of a voluminous and intricate 
“ Bufmefs, 1 am ijjuing Orders purely of Detail, under the general HanHion of the Board," and as fuch 
ought to approve of his former Declarations. 

In like Manner I corrclpond with the different Powers in India ; I iffue Orders to Cheyt Sing, to 
the Provincial Dewans, and to others, under the Company’s Authority. In like Manner I iffuc 
Orders to the Troops at the Prcfidency, in like Manner General Clavering ifl'ucs Orders to the 
Army. But was it ever objeded to the Exercife of fuch an Authority, “ that it may poffibly have 
J‘ the Efftd of repealing or abrogating all the Orders given by the Governor General and Council;” 
or, becau'e the Extent and Qiiality of fuch official Orders are not preeiJely defined, that it may in 
Effeft be applied to the Exercife of every Power of Government? 

Upon the Whole, I am at aLofs to know in what Manner the general Notification could have 
I>fen communicated to the Provincial Councils in a more regular and unexceptionable Form ■, in 
what Terms the Fundions of the Office could have been better aieertained, or its Powers n'ore 

diftinguilbed 
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diftinguiflied ^oni thofu of ordering* governiog, and niana^pg, than by the Words preparite 
Materials for the enfuing Settlenxnt or by what Expjfflldns the Extent of^ the Orders^ to be 
iflTued in my Name could have been more clearly limited and defined, than by thofe of Detail of 
“ Buftnejs^' and “ Official Orders'' 

(Signed) Warren Haftings^ 

December i2th, 1775. 


General Clavering, in Anfwer to the Governor Generars Minute on the 12th Inftanf. 

On Mr. Francis and myfclf refufing to fign the Circular Letters which have been fent to the Pro- 
vincial Councils, direfting them to obey the Orders which the Governor General may fend from his 
new Office, he has delivered in a Minute, dated lath Inftant, declaring that we have perverted the 
plain Meaning of the laid Letter, and that our Rcfufal to fign it is a Difobcdience to the Company’s 
Orders, and a Violation of the late Adi of Parliament. 

In fupporc of this Allegation, the Governor General fets forth, that the Senfe of thofe Words 
in the Letter, “ the Governor General will ncceflarily ifTui^'^nany official O^rs, ^cu are commanded 

to enter fuch on your Records, and employ yeur Authority in every Inltancc Wcntorcc them,” is not 
to be untlcrftood to be given to the Provincial Councils, but to thofe Perfons who are immediately to 
perform the Service required. 

To elucidate this Afl'ertion, the Governor General attempts to cftablilh a Diftindlion between en* 
forcing and executing, by faying, that enforce implies Orders given to others, and not to the Provin- 
cial Councils. If this Conftrudlion of the Sentence in the Letter were to be admitted, it would tol- 
low that all Refponfibility is at once removed from the Provincial Councils, by their being no longer 
confidcred as the Executors of an Order, but the Channel of conveying it. But I apprehend that 
taking the Letter in this Senfe would be a real Pcrvcrfion of it. The Mode of Proceeding of a Pro- 
vincial Council in a fimilar Cafe (hould be to record the Order, to deliberate on^it, to ifliie it to 
the Farmers artd Agents under their Controul, and finally to enforce it, in the fame Manner as the 
Commanding Officer in the Field, who after receiving an Order of Government becomes anfwcr- 
ablc in every Inllancc for the full and due Execution of it, though he be in Fadl only the Me- 
dium through which the Execution of the Order is to be enforced. If this Illuftration of the 
Letter be juft, I conclude, that when I aflerted in my former Minute that I confidered it as intended 
to require Obedience to the Orders which the Governor General might think proper to give to 
the Provincial Councils in his own Name, feparate from the Council, and confequently refufed 
my Signature to it, I did not pervert the plain Meaning of the Words, nor aft in Difobedience 
to the Company’s Orders, nor in Face of the late Afi of Parliament, by withholding my wSignaturc 
to a Letter that direfted the Execution of a Meafurc which I then held, and (till deem illegal. 

1 flatter myfclf that in the Decifion of the Court of Direflois in this Affair, 1 (ball not meet 
with the fame Fate that attended the Rc f ||d of the Governor General, on the 17th March 1775, 
in withholding his Signature from OrdenHihich he at that Time judged illegal; and I could 
wiffi that as he has found by a Declaratic^of that Honourable Court his Error in that Opinion, 
he would now well weigh the Poffibility Wflbis receiving another Cenfurc for his carrying on a 
Correfpondence with the Provincial Councils in his Angle Name, cither under the Pretence of 
his afling by the general Sanflion of the Board, or by virtue of his Prerogative as Picfident of 
the Council. > 

In rcfpefl to the Firft, he cannot legally obtain it, even from the united Voice of the Board, as 
they can neither increafe nor climinifh the proportionate Powers allotted to each Member refpeflively •, 
and to the Second, whatever he might have poffeffed under the former Government, he certainly does 
not now enjoy. Since the new Adminiftration took place, all the Letters which hayc been written to 
the Maratta Chiefs, to the Viziers, to Nudjif CSwn, to Cheyt Sing, and even to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, (not being complimentary) have been prcvioufly fubmitted to the Approval of the Board; 
no Companfon therefore can be drawn from the Governor General’s Name being fixed officially to 
thofe Letters, any more than thofe which are written by the Commander in Chief to the Olficc-rs of 
the Army : As for myfclf, in that Capacity I difclaim all indepcndani Powers of the Council *, although 
receiving my Authority cxprefsly from the Court of Diredlors, I think myfelf as much entitled to Ic- 
parate and independant Power, as the Governor General may do in his Capacity of Prcfident of the 
Council. 

Upon the Whole of this Bufinefs, I will candidly confefs that the deep Impreffion which I have 
of the Propriety and Neceflity of a firm Union in Government, would have prevailed on me to have 
rclinquifhcd my Scruples on the Legality of the prefent Meafurc, could I have been convinced of the 
Efiicacy of the Governor General’s Plan in promoting the Welfare of the Country; but being per- 
iuaded that it is founded in private, not public Policy, and in its Effects threatening the Compleciori 
ot the Ruin of this Country, I could not avoid oppofing it. To what Degree this is already effected, 
the Court of Diredors will be enabled to judge by the Valuation which the Natives now fet on the 
Lands, exemplified by the Statement of the Sale of the Zcmindarrics, of Talooks, recorded in the 
Confultaiion ot 10th December 1776 ; the View of which 1 hope will juftify my Sulpicion of Fallacy 
10 
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in Projefts originating from the fame Source from which the Country has been reduced tathe Cond^ 
tion M toa evidently ^^pears to be in from t||| above Faft. ^ 


account of the Jumma, Balances, and Sales, of ihc Five following Zemindarries and 

1 alooks. 


PtTgunnah Shazadpore ~ 

Talook Haboft Ram — •— 3 *oia tor 4,401, at public Outcry, ' ' 

PergunnahQofeGong - 2,377 7 ..762,3,5 

Talookbybram - - -5 Sold for 900, at public Outcry. 

Pergunnah Mufcoory — j.jgj 7,3^ nS a. 2 

Talook Sooodar — — — j Sold for 800, at public Outcry. 

Pergunnah Shazad^ — —7 ,5,7,5 8 3 ,3,2,, 2 ,8 

Talook Ram Rap, — a- -*5 Sold tor 4,500, at public Outcry, 

Pergunnah Ackerberfljayc — —1 6,776,0— 4,183 5 — 

Talook Mancher — — —j Sold tor 6,000, at public Outcry. 

(Signed) J. Clavering. 

Governor General— As I think the Subjeft to which the General’s Minute refers, is aheady cx- 
haullcd, I (hall ot^ refer to my own Minute preceding it, for a Reply to the Ar.nimems and Ob- 
jedions contained in it. . 


Nett Jumma. 


Balances. 


“k- fl957 7 17 I 8.8-12 ,3 ‘19 

— ibold tor 4,401, at public Outcry. 


The Governor General lays before the Boai^ a Report which he has received from Mefils, Andcr. 
fon, Crottes, and Bogle, together with a Lift of Aumeens recommended to be deputed into the 
Diitridts. J-Ie rcqcgPs the Board’s Approbation of the temporary Kftablilbmenc therein propofed ; 
and he rccommendnhat Letters be written to the Calcutta Committee, to the Provincial Councils of 
Moorlhedabad, Burdwan, and Dinagepore, and to the Collcaor of Baughlcpore, informing tiiem 
of the Names of the Aumeens deputed into the Dillnas in their refpcajve Oivifions, and of the 
Purpofes of their Appomtmenr, ,and requiring them to aftbrd the Aumeens every Affdlance •, ac- 
cording to the accompanying Draft. The Governor General alio lays before the Board a Draft of 
the Inftrudtjons which he propofes to give the Aumeens. 

^ Warren Maftings. 

To ibe Honourable Warren Haftings, felqbirc, Governor General. 

Honourable Sir, a 

Having duly deliberated on the rnoft effedlual Means of accomplifliing the Objcdls of tlie Honour- 
able Board, in ap[)ointing us to fuperintend an Office for colledting and arranging Materials for the 
milling Settlement, we are of Opinion, that in order to afeertain the real Vjiue'of tlic Lands, the Na- 
tuiv of the Ryots Pottahs in dilfcreiu Parts of Bengal, and to elucul.ue the ot!;er Poinis reconi- 
^iiended in our InlWodions, it will be neceffary to di^te Native Officers into tl:c Country, for the 
Lie and exprefs Purpofe of collecting fuch Accounti^nd Information as have a Uefeience to the 
Bufinefs of our Office. 

Wc beg Leave therefore to cnclofc aT/ift of Perfons recorhmended by ihe PaiHicar, as well fpiali. 
ful to execute tliis Duty in the fcvcral Diftrids to which they are nominated, together with the 
^vlonthly Lftabliffimcnt propofed to be afllgned them. 

from the Vicinity of the Calcutta Lands, and the Hoodas of Hougliley, we arc of Of.tinion that 
fie Accounts of thefe Diftrids may be collided by the Officers or the Sudder Shcrilt.i, without 
irciiiring any additional Expence: We thcrelore recommend that Neir Sing, who is aheady em- 
rLy^*d under us, be nominated to peiform that Duty, allifted by lome of ilic Mdhrirs inckulcd under 
d'iC Sudder Lftabliffiment. 

There are a few otlier Diftrids for which our Paifficliar has not yet fixed upon proper Aumeens, 
exped in a few Days to be able to addrels you concerning them. 

Wc have the Honour lo be, wirli &r. 

Calcutta, T). Anderfm, 

17th December 1776. Cha* Cioltej, 

Geo. Boule. 


Sel, Com. Rep. VI. 


LIST 
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L I S J’ of Ai'U M E E N S, Jl?h their Eftabliflimcnt,* 


N U D D E A il. 


Prown Bofs, Aumeen — 

I Iernan.iin Ghofe, Carcoon — 
Bolonaut Sein, Head Molircr r— 

12 Molirers, at 20 K* each •— 

2 Dutterbunds, at 3 R’ each — 
I Jemidar — •— « 

ri||Peons, at 3 R‘ each — • 

ItiK, I’apcr, &c. — — 


rv J E S S O R«|. 

Sham Sundur, Aumeen*^ — - — 

^vy Chum, Carcoon — — 

Hurry Kilhcn, Head Mohrer — 

5 Mohrers, at 20 R‘ each — 

I Dufterbund >_ # — 

1 Jemidar — _ — 

5 Peons — _ 

Ink, Paper, See. •— —» ■. — 




SEYDPO^E. 


Lall Beharee, Aumeen — 

Ha<tuh Mohn Dais, Carcoon —4 
Anundcfein Bok, Head Mohrer 

3 Molirers — — A 

i Dulterbund — “ . 

1 Jemidar —• — w- 

4 Peons — A_ — . 

Ink, Paper, &c. — ~ 


150 

40 

*5 

249 

6 

S 

30 

*4 


too 

35 

as 

iOO 

3 

5 

»5 

12 


75 

.30 




M A 


' * 

H lilo U D 


S n A H Y. 


Bidicnaut Roy, Aumeen 
Sheibnauc Roy, Carcoon — 
Ramnaut Ghole, Head Mohrer 
5 Mohrers — . 

I Dufterbund — 

I Jemidar — — - 

5 Peons — — 

Ink and Paper — 


»EDGELEEt 


Rogeo Ram Metre, Aumeen ' 
Ramfunder Mozander, Carcoon 
Bclenaut, Head Mcjllfrcr — 

7 Mohrers — — 

I Dufterbund — 
i Jemidar — — 

7 Peons — — 

ink and Paper •— 


3 

5 

12 

7 


too 

50 

20 

100 

3 

5 

>5 

I2 


ICO 

40 

*5 

140 

3 
5 
2 1 
16 


520 


295 


217 


305 


350 


M y S O D U L' 
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M'YSO*UL and TUI^ILOOK. 

•Hr 

Gi wry Li'un Sing^ Aumccn — 

Buggcrut Sing, Carcoon — ^ 

Raciachurn, D® — ^ ' 

Ramrlulolleroy, Head Mohrer ^ 

6 Mohrers 

1 Dufferb^nd — ^ 

I Jimidar ~ 

5 Peons — — _ 

Ink and Paper — mm — 


100 

30 

30 

25 

120 

3 

5 

12 


340 


R A J E P op R, &c. Dlvifion of Raje(hahce. 

Sant^o Bnirc, Aumeen — ^ ^ 

Surbtftinah iiedjira, l^aib — — 

Ramcanc Chowdrv* Carcoon — ~ w 

Nehal BiflVals, . 

Bowanny Mevin Befe? r, , . 

RamperWsing „ 

9 Mohrers, at 20 R’ each — — — 

2 Dufterbunds, at 3 each — — — . 

2 jemidars, 5 D'’ — — — — — 

loJPeons, 3D® — — w — „ 

Ink, Paper, &c. ~ — ^ 


* 


B H E T T O U a Y A H, &c. Dlvifion. 




Ram Ram Bofe, Aumeen ^5, — 

Anundcram Buxey, Head Na»b — 

Babooram Metre, Naib for Nuldce Divifion 
Ram Ram Dafs, Shcrifteda Pockeryah 
Nundclall Ghofc, D® Shais Ojeal — . 

Locknaut Bougehee, D® Suroopeor 
Punchunund Sein, D® Nuflkbhahy 
Chundry Churn, Head Carcoon — ^ 

6 Carcoons for the different Divifions 
Samberoom, Head Mohrer — • 


too 

75 

30^ 

50 

180 

6 

10 

30 

34 

555 


200 

50 

75 

35 

40 

30 

30 

40 

>35 

25 


10 Mohrers for the diflerent Divifions •— ~ 


380 

6 D®, ad 1 5 each — — 


— 


6 Dufterbunds, at 3 each — - 


1 — 

iH 

6 Jemidars, — 5 — 

— 

— 

3 ^ 

36 Peons, — 3 — — 

— 

— 

lOi) 

ink, Paper, &c. — — 

A 

■MOM 


43 

, F U T T Y S 

Radah Madoo Chowdry, Aumeen 

I N G. 


50 

Ram Suntorc Bhofc, Carcoon — 

— 

— 

30 

2 Mohrers — — • ~ 


— 

35 

I Dufterbund — 

— 

— 

3 

I Jemidar — • — 

— 

— 

5 

4 Peons — — — 



12 

Ink, Paper, &c. — — 

— 

— 

8 


>. 3>9 


>53 


K 11 A S S 

V 
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K II A S S T A L O QlK S. 
<* 

Rowanny Cliurn MozWlar, Aumeen — ■ 

Samboo Sing, Carcoon — 

3 Mohrers — •— “ 

i Dufterbund — — ~ — 

I Jemidar — — — ♦ — 

4 J^cnns _ — — — 

1(TR, l^aper, Sic. — — — 


— 75 
35 

— 60 

“ , 3 

— 5 

— • 12 

— -5 


f9$ 


J E H A N G D’ I P O R E. 


Bcrjfrndleum Chowdry, Aumeen 
lUilram Ghol'c, Carcoon — 
Jjgnicliun Chowdry, Plead Mohrer 

4 MojlJpers — — 

1 Diiiterbund — — 

1 Jeniidar — — 

5 Pec^ — — 

Ink, Wjper, f«rc. — 


75 

30 

U. 

0 3 

5 

15 

12 




H 5 


BEERBOOM. 


Nunclcloll Sing, Aumeen - 

Kain Kam Bucket, Carcoon 
jagernaut Mojcnclar, Hcaci Mohrer 
J<am Chant Gliole, Mohrer — 

9 Mohrers — — 

I Dufterbund — ■ — 

] Jemiclar ^ ~ . — 

5 Peons — ~ 

ink, Paper, &c. — 








120 

45 

30 

25 

180 

3 

5 

15 

*7 
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RUNGPORE. 


Ham Covin Ghofe, Aumeen 
(Jdjeflaram Dali, Carcoon 
JCiinpcrfaud Key, Head Mohrer 
9 Mohrers — 

2 Dulterbunds — 

I jemidft* — — 

8 Peons — ■ — 

Ink, Paper, &c, — 




«25 

40 

25 

180 

5 

24 * 

15 


420 


EDRA^^KPOOR. 


Ram Churn Roy, Aumeen 
Gocul Rlirwafs, Carcoon 
Xillien Jeivun Roy, Head Mohrer 
4 Mohrers — * — 

I Dufterbund — * 

I Jemidar — — 

4 I'cons — ~ 

Ink, Paper, &c, — 


75 

35 

25 

80 

3 

5 

12 

12 


247 


BHARBUND 
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A R B U N Df 


r 


AUum Chund Seint Aumeen 
Ram Huny Sing, Carcoon 
3 Mohren — 

1 Dufterbwid — 

1 Jemidar — 

^ 5 Peons »— 

Ink^ Paper, &c, 




6a 


— 

'^1-w 

30 



— 

60 



— • 

3 


— - 

— 

5 


-- 

— 

*5 




10 

183 


BAUGLEPORE. 


■ Fudceer Chund, Aumeen 

Bobun Sii^ Carcoon ^ _ 

Turah ChUhd, Head Mohrer ~ 

*4 M<dlK:r8 — 

1 Dufterbund — * — 

1 Jemidar — * — — 

5 Peons — — — 

Ink, Paper, See. _ — — 

BISHENPORE. 

Guyzam Bundoo Puddeah, Aumeen — * 

IDurgaram Sing, Qircoon — — 

Ram Chum Mecr^Head Mohrer — 

5 Mohrers — e*. — - 

I Dufterbund „ — — 

1 Jei|iidar _ — — — 

5 Peons — _ — — — 

Ink, Paper, &c. — 7 “ 


too 
40 # 
30 • 

80 

3 # 

5 

»5 

10 


a 83 


ns 

40 

*5 
I 00 

3 

5 

>5 

12 


3»5 


Twenty-Four Pergunnahs and Hoodas of H O U G II L E Y. 
Neir Sing, Aumeen, aflifted by Mohrers ofe^jhc Suder Sheriftah 


6 , 39 > 


DRAFT of Inftruaions to the Aumeens. 

For Nuddea. 

As it is neceflary to afeertain the Huftabood of the I^nds, you are ^ 

Purpofe of colleaing the Accounts of the Pergunnahs^ Aurah, &c. (the Zemindarry of ‘he ^ja i 
of Nuddea.) You will accordingly proceed to the Sudder Cutcherry 5 

will demand from the Zemindar. L Kutkinnidars, the Etimaundars, and ‘he ‘cft o the Zemindarry 
Officers and People employed in the Revenue Bufinefs, the Accounts 
leaions,of tbcBalances>f the Serinjammy, a"d other Expcnces 

Revenues, and the other Bufinefs of the Mofuffil, from the Beginning of the Bengal Year 1179, 

or the Time of the Settlement made by the Committee of Circuu. niuifinn held bv 

You will then demand from the Pulwarries of I wo or Three Villages of each Div.fion held by 

Kutkinadar or Etmander, the Accounts of the Ryots } ‘he^. P" 

certain the Truth or Falfehood of the Accounts delivered to you by the « ^udcinadar. 

In the fame Manner you will checque what you may have received from the Zemindar, by 

. comparing them with thofe of the Etmandars and Kutkinadais. Tnmma of 1170 and 

You wm compare the Accounts of the Jumma of A^lVoffcfe or^ 
the fubfcquent Years, down to this Time, ‘‘‘9 

You will alfo procure the Accounts of the Chekerans Dan^ a . --.pd hv the Seal and 

You .IB fcLl .U die Popor. nboK-nieolionod lo iho Hooooor, .mhomic.Kd by tk |c.l 

Sei.. Com. Rep. VI. ^ ^ 
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Signature of tlic Perfon from whom you receive them, and atteilcd by the Deputies of the 
nongoes. 

You will afcertain the Natyre of tljc .Ryots Pottahs, me Mannor in which they pay their R«nt. 
and every Circumilance relative to the werfickbultd|[p j with this View, in Diftri^s which have been 
encrcaled, you will demand the Jummabundy Accounts of. Three Villages, .ta^O>lMliC:rin>inately. 
and in Dillnds where the i^ccouncs of the Meafurement are not.to .be, foyildi ■4)^t(g£:«pquireci into 
Cirrumftances of the Land, the Jumma, the Dakhel, and Kharidge.(or Annmtftlhios >.«nd Aliena- 
tions) and having'afeertaihed ihc’Statc of the Nurrick|o One oj.Two Vi^Hgtft/jKHiriwll caufc the 
Putwarrics to forin a Jummabundy Account of them for the Year jj8a. ; ; 

All th<^ above-mentioned Accounts, as well as thofe of the Junun^bundy, ]MM4|iU fend dowa 
as loon as they can be got ready for the Ihfpcflion of the Hu;;;^oor. 

In the ^ourfe of this Bulinefs, if you Ihould meet with any Ob(fru£tions, you will apply to the 
Chief of the ProvinlCial Council, who will aflbrd you every necelTary AlTiftance. You mull be par- 
ticularly cauti^s and circumfpeft, and you mud ftrenumilly exert yourfelf to accomplilh the Ob- 
jefts of your Appointment fully and accurasely. If fny, 05^ tjie pificeri of the Zemindars, Kutki. 
nadars, or Etmaundars, in furnilhmg you with Accounts attempt to deceive youy or are guilty 
of Ncgleft, or in any other Refpc<a behave improwrly, their Co^u& will «oc efeapOtthe Obfcr- 
vation of thj^uwioor} it will ioim'cdiatefeMpe refehted Whereas, on the .GOntraiy> if it appears 
that they ad^didly and fairly, it will be for' their Advantage. Jn J^p9rtidirm.yfltl<difcharge your 
Duty with Zeal and Integrity, your'tJharaifler willlse raifed, and yp.u will bli entiiied A}.>.tbe Favour 
and Confider^on bf Government. , 

You will f||§ularly communicate to the Hu2ZOor the State of yppr Bu{ine(f,'imlieprelent fuch 
Matters in the Couric of it, as require Of^rs .* Ancf you are in ooery Thing to >Im Kgulaced by 
the Inftruilions of the Huzzoor. ' ’ ' , 


D R A F T of Circular Letter to the Provincial Councils. 

On the 3d Inifant, you were informed. of our having eftabliQted «o.Oifice at the Pr^dency, to 
prepare and arrange Materials for the enfuing ScctIcmsMt. In C0nIjq||)ence of that Inftitutiuri, the 
following Officers have been appointed to ptocced into.]iour Divilion* tocolledi from the Zemin- 
dars, Farmers, and Etmaunders, and the inferior; Officers of the.Colledfiont, the MoIaiSI .\ciouna 
of the part Colledfions and Charges, in order to afcertain .the real Value of thf. Laiid:,, as the 
Groundwork of a jud and equal Afleflinenr. They are alfo-ioftrudlcd to procure exaCt latorma- 
tion concerning the Nature of the Ryots PotcalMmxnd the Rates of Land, in diffiuent Faru of the 
Country. 

We diredt you to grant them effedlual Affidance in the Profecution of the Bufineft alfigned them. 

We aiv, &c. , 

Fort William,, 
the loth December 1776. 


Mr. Francis — 1 difapprove. 

Mr. Harwell — I approve. 

General Clavertng — I difapprove. 

Refolvcd, That the Aumeens, with their Edabii(bme»t^ an^ the inQrudlions propofed to be given 
them, be confirmed j and that the Draft of the Circular Letter be copied fair, and difpatched. 


-t ■ - 

The Governor General and Mr. Barwell Jifaving thought proper* to addrefs the Honourable the 
Court of Diredfors, now deliver in a Copy of their Letter, dated sath December. ^ 

To the Honourable the Court of Dircdlors for the Affairs of the Honourable the United Company 
of Merch|fnts of England tracing to the. Ead Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, ’ i , 

We were in Hopes that the Ncceffity of importuning you with Appeals from one Part of your 
Adminidration a^aind the Adis of tKc reft, would have been long Cnee removed by' the decifive In- 
terpofition of your Authority, or have eventually ceafed, on oor Parts at leaft, when we became pol- 
fefled of the conditutional Means^of condudling your Afi&irs ^ and we have little perfonal Encourage- 
ment to renew this Mode of Addrefs : But we mould be wanting in our Duty were we to conceal 
from you the Difficultic;t w^h whajEja^ije thrMte^^^ or Icaye youjo colledl them as Occurrences 
froth the ordinary Courfe 6f ^uftheis, md{| Rcc^ds at large, or ftom the mifcellaneous and' 
defultory Enclofurcs, With which eafh uffpiatch biK^I^teTears been improperlpcrowded. 

You hxyc been regularly adyifed by the public written from the Revenue Depaftmeor, of 
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tkf Office Which has been lately crea«^ for the Purpofc of colledling Materials for forcing the MW 
Scttkn.ent of the after the Expiration of the prelent Leates, which will end In April next 

This paired with the which naturally expedkfd : Mr. hrancis limply objeaed to the 

Office, and '***^"J*^'Jf** ®/ '*• hutjeetned to promife his Support in the Condua of it : 

That we may not ^ folpe^d of a Mifconflruaion of his Words which imply Inch a Pfomile, we will 
aiiu tlictn a«‘th«y ttand, in ^is Minute ot the 5th of November i I hey arc is follow : 

“ 1 deem itnoy 0 *itj in the firft Inlfance to deliver my Sentiments freely on every Meafofe which 
« has Relation to tbia imj^rtant Sulgea j in,thc next, to aflift even in the Condua of Arrangement# 
“ which I may n<M approve, and to promote their Succefs when once they are refolved on." 

General ClayeiMlg objeaed to the Office on Grounds of which we were not aware, pronouncing 
it illegal, and added, “ that he could not drain his Senfc of Duty to promife, as Mr. Francis did 
« that he would fupport it when it was rtfolvcd to be carried into Execution.” We arc at lead 
obliged to him for this undifguifed Avowal of his Sentiments, which fufficicntly indicated a Deter- 
mmation to oppofc the Meafure in all its Operations : We think that Mr. Francis wo^d have aacd 
with more Propriety, if he had been asdngentioos 1 but to our Aftonilhmcnt, his next Minute, dated 
the 23d November, contained a direa Rctraaion of the Promife made by him on the sth, in the fol. 
lowing Words { 

“ i have at all Times been ready to ctttitribute my imnod Endeavours to execute the Refolutions 
“ of Government^ aotf to promote the general Difpatch of Bufmefs : While 1 have tlft Honour of 
“ holding this Stolien, Ji will not decline taking my Share in ar^ of the Labours or Duties that be- 
“ long to it : Iti the prefent Indancc, I am not aware that my Aflidance can be of ny Service to 
« the Governor General, flnee by the Plan of the propofed Office, the Bufinefs allottdi^to it is to be 
“ cxciuftvely uader his Direaion t my Objeffions, whether weighty or not, were meant to include 
“ the whole Meafure.” 

Whether Mr. Francis had catched the Spirit of Hodility from General Claveriftg, of h.-id hitherto 
thought proper to Aipprel's it, or chofc this ^lethod of expreffing his Reicntment for the Intention 
of recalling Mr. Bridow from the Court of the Nabob of Owde, with which he was at this Time ac* 
quainted, we (hall not io this Place examine : His Conduff fince has been uniform with the Decla- 
ration of General Clavering. Indead of “ a/Tiding in the Conduft of Arrangements which he did 
“ notapprosre, and of promoting their Succefs when they had been once refolved on," he has op- 
p6fcd even the formal NotihclpM of the new Office to the Provincial Councils, has proteded againd 
it on the Plea of UJegality, uopted froius the General, of which there is not the mod remote Hint 
in his firit Minute ; and both the General and Mn Francis have repeatedly refufed to fign the Letters 
which contain thf, Notification. 

This brief Narrative will be fufficienc to convey to you a general Idea of the Subjeid, and to 
conned the enclolai Minutes which have pafled uj^ it, of which this Letter is chiefly meant as 3 
Conveyance. * 

We mud Aippofe that it will be the Caufe of great Alarm to your Honourable Court, to hear that 
a Defign of fuch, Importance aa.that in which we have engaged, fliould not only have been oppofed 
in its firft Formation, but that it (hould have produced a Separation of the Powers of your Council, 
by the avowed Application of thofe poflefled by one Par^ ot it, to countcraft and defeat thole ot 
the other, even in the regular and conftitutional Ads of;Govcrnment, 

On this Occafion we hope we may be allowed to call to your Remembrance, the very different 
Condud which we obferved ac the l ime in which the other Members of the Board pofTefi’ed the 
entire Rule of Affairs, Few of their Mealurcs had our Concurrence, and many of them were 
ftrongly tindured with' pcrfonal Animofity, Yet we never rcfuled the official Sandion to them, 
which your Orders dired, nor oppofed the fubfidiary Ads which were neceftary for their Support, 
when they had once received tfic Sandion of the Majority of the Board. 

Neither was the Bufinefs which has drawn the prclent Oppofition upon us, fuch as we voluntarily 
fought, but introduced by the unavoidable Ncccffity ot your Affairs. 

S0me preparatory Means were undeniably ncceffary to the Formation of the future Settlement 
of the Provinces on the Clofc of the prefent. If the Council were not unanimous in their Choice of 
chefe, it was undeniably neceflary that the Choice of that Fart in which the conftitutional Majority 
confifted, fliould prevail, and it is undeniable that the Ads of fuch Majority arc the Ads ot Go- 
vernment, and as fuch binding on the reft, by the exprefs Words of the late regulating Ad of 
Parliament. In rtfufing to be bound by an Ad of Government thus paffed, wc conceive that Gene- 
ral Clavering and Mr. Francis arc guilty of a diredt Breach of the Ad of Parliament. In refufing 
to fign the Orders agreed on by the Minority, they arc guilty of a Breach of your moft pofitivc Or- 
ders : By this Refufal they have proclaimed to the Servants of the Company, their Diiavowal o a 
Paiiicipaiion in the Orders, and encouraged thofe to whom they wercaddreffed todifobcy thcin. But 
the Declaration of General Clavering, that “ he will, to the utmoft of his Power, render every PerJon 
amenable for every Ad done by them in the Management, Ordering, or Gomnment of thelc 
Provinces, by virtue of an Order iffued by the Governor General, as his own Ad, in epen ant o 
the Council/' is pregnant with the moft dangerous Confequences; like thc lrumpct ot Sedition, 
it deters the Timid Irom thdr Duty, and excites the DifafE^cd to Rcbcllton. , 

It Is <rue, that thefc Words feem to apply to the Excrcilc of an Authority of a 
Latitude; an Authority which the Governor General totally dilclaims. He has no where lol cited 
the excluGve Power of ordering, managing, and governing thefc Provinces ; nor po c es any 

3 ^ 
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gation of fuch Powers. The Bufinefs of the Office is merely that of Preparation, which certaifrty 
is totally cliftindt from ordering, managing, and governing; and even the Orders, which for the 
Sake of Difpatch arc to be ilTued fronirit in the Governors Name, tUt only fuch as fhall have received 
the general Sandfion of the Board : But as the Ptoteft is exprcfsly made to the Circular 

Letter written to the Provincial Councils, notifying the Inffitution of the new Office, it can only be 
iindcrltood to apply to fuch Orders at are expreffed in this Lette'r, and his Menace which I have 
quoted, can only be ronfidered as a Denunciation of the ievereft fiffedlt of his Power and Influence 
again!! all Perlons who lhall dare to acknowledge a rraular Adtof Government. ’ 

Unfertunately, the Ptmer which we peffefs is tut acciaen/alt and its DurutitH uneirfailt. The declared 
Expf nations of Changes to take place in this Government with the Arrival ef the Eagle Patl^^ favoured 
perhaps by the Severity ef your late Cenjures on us, and the indulgent Sentiments tnprtjfed to our Oppo. 
nenis, tend to feat Ur Doubts and Diftrujls on the Minds ef the People, te weaken our Authority, and it 
fanmfy every Oppofition te it. . 

Added to ifycfe Di/advantages, your Honourable Court will weU remember that the Provincial Councils 
were conflituted of Perjotss chofen by General Clavering and the Member* then forming the Majority of 
the Council, and our Recommendations, though in fomt Inftancts founded on jourt, totally rejebled. Thefe 
are the Perfons cn whofe Affifiance we mujl principally depend for the Execution and Suceefs of our Invejii- 
gations, while they continue te hold their Ofieot, 4 

Sucli arc'the Difficulties we have to encounter ; to furmount thefe, we pofleli the Form and Effcd! 
of prelent Power, and the Choice of our Agents, aided as we believe by the ganerai Good-will of 
your Servants, and by the Conhdcncc of the Natives, arifing by the Habits of official Intercourfe, 
and Length'^ Conneftion. With thefe Aids we (hall not fear to profecute the Work which we have 
begun; and though our Labour may be augmented, the EfTcftwill be the fame, as it will only ftimu- 
late us to a more earneft Exertion of the Powers which we poflefs, and which we have no Doubt 
of rendering cffcdlual to your Service ; ftill fupporting our Minds with the Hope that this State of 
Indecilion, if not already part, cannot be fuffered to exift much longer ; if it is, the ConrequerKt-s 
may be beyond Retrieval, 

Hillierto Mr Harwell has declined taking a direft Part in the AddrefTes which have been made 
to you by tlie other Members of your Council, conceiving it (as he has more than once declared) 
an irregularity in any Member of the Board, the Prefident excepted, to aiTume a feparatc Cor- 
rcfpondencc with your Honourable Court ; but he has ever confiderti^ himfelf as virtually included 
in ihofc of the Governor General, as being equally alFcfted by the Subjedts to> which they related, 
and equally concerned in the Ifllic of them. 

Tly: Calc is now of a different Nature. In a Meafure of Government, of the hjgheft Importance 
to your Interefts and to the Welfare of this great Country, I'wo Members of the Council have in a 
Manner withdrawn themfclves from' the colle&jitt Body of it, and thus thrown him into a Party 
with the Governor General, with whom he fdS hinfclf involved in all the Confequcnccs of tlic 
lame Rcfponfibility, by his joint Engagement in the Brft Formation of the Meafure, and by Hofti- 
lity denounced againft it in all its progreffivc Stages by thofe whofe Doty it was to have joined us 
in the Support of it. 

We are, with the greateft Refpeft, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Fort William, i» Your moft faithful and obedient 

the 1 2th December 1776. humble Servants, 

(Signed) Warren Haflings, 
Rich'Barwcll. 


Extraft of Fort William Revenue Confultations, the 27th December 1776. 

The .Secretary delivers in the following Copy of Mr. Francis’s Letter to the Court of Direftors* 
dated the 20th Inflant. ‘ 


Fort William, 20th December 1776. 

To the Honourable the Court of Dircdlors, 

Honourable Sirs, 

In a Letter, addreffed to you by the Governor and Mr. Barwell, under Date the 12th Inftant, and 
communicated to me this Day, confjderable Pains have been taken to fix a Charge of Inconfiftcncy 
on fome Declaration^ made by me, relative to a Meafure of great Importance, lately rcfolvcd on and 
undertaken by thole Gentlemen. I hrough whatever Chano*! this feparate Letter may have been 
conveyed to you, I truft you will not decide eitlier on the Merits of the Meafure, or on the Con- 
duifl of your Servants, without a View of every Part of our Proceedings which may have Relation 
to the Subject. 

It feems unneceflTary to anfwcr the Tenn^^ which jiJic Charge is conveyed, or to difclaim the 
Motives imputed to me : Fafts alone ought td appear before you ; or, if accompanied with Argu- 
ments, thev ought to be expreffed with Moderation and Decorum. For the Subftance of the Charge 
my Reply fliall be fhort and in point. 


I adhere 
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1 adhere to the Declaration quoted from my Minute of the 5th of November : When ExpedicnCV 

"I' ■»* » ‘'nqucftionablv my Duty to oji/l, nJn 

in the ConduS of Arrangements whtcb I may not approve, and to promote their Succefs vhin cm they are 
refolvcd on* ^ 

Whether this- Declaration in its true Senfe can either be particularly applied to an Aft done a 
Month alter it was made, or generally to any illepal Aft whatloever, are the Qucllions bv 
which the Confitlcncy ol my Conduft muft be decided. A general Ofl'er of my Adillance was 
Jollowcd by a Kelolutton which excluded me from the roffibility of giving any Anillancc wh.it 
foeverth the Formation of the enloing Settlement ; I mean the Inilitution ol a new Office, under the 
folc Charge of the Governor General. I did not however object to the Mealiire on the Ground of 
Illegality. The Aft which I deem illegal, and to which l" have reluled to fign my Name, was 
not introduced until the 3d of December: The Motion made by the Governor on that Day’ was 
new and unexpefted. My former Minutes undoubtedly did not contain the mo^ remote Hint of 
the Illegality of a Meafurc which was not in Exillcnce at the 'J'lme they were wtiticn. 

In Confequence of the above Motion, an Order has been lent by the Governor and Mr. Barwell, 
to all the Provincial Councils (excepting Patna) commanding them to enter on their Public liecords, 
and to employ their Authority in every Inftance in luhteb it may be neceffary to enforce official Orders 
iffiued by the Governor General, The Keafons which induce me to iliink this Order illegal, are fully 
Hated on our Proceedings in the Revenue Department : Deeming it to be fo, my Rclul'al to fign it 
is neither mrtinliftent with my former Declarations, nor with the Duty of my Station. 

. Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell will notexpeft that their Authority Ibould weigh with me in n Qiicf- 
ticn of this Nature, againlt my own clear Co.nviftionj when placing an unlimited Coniidence m 
the Wiidom and Juftice of the Tribunal to which I appeal, I am ready to declare, that if it were 
not indecent to fuppofe an Illegality in any Order or InlVriidion of the Court of Direftors, I 

Ibould deem it the ftrongelV, becaufc it would be pcrfonally the molt hazardous Proof of my 

Duty to them, not to obey it. 

In confidcring the Order in queftion, you will diftinguidi between the Terms in which it is ex- 
prefied, or the Conftruftion to which they arc liable, and any perlbnal Dithuli: of the (Jovernor 
General. 1 look ter; nothing but to the Extent of the Power they convey ; the Ulc which may be 
made of it, is uncertain. It. in all the Records of your Government here, there be an Example 
of Aich an cxclufjve Power afl'umcd by. any former Prelidcnt, and by his own Calling Vote, againll 
that of Two Thirds of the Council •, it ought, and 1 take for granted it would have been pro- 
duced. I'hc .paft would not prove the Right, but at lealt it would Ibew that the prclcnt Relolu- 

tion is not totally unprecedented. 

1 would not be underllood to appeal to ihc .^nduft of tlic Governor and Mr. Barwell on any 
former Occafion, as an Example tojuftify mylbwiii yet, fince it is aflerted that notwulidanding 

few of the Meafurcs” purlued by General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and my (ell, “ had their 

Concurrence, they never rcfuled the official Sanftion to them, which your Orders direft, and which 
“ were nccelTary for their Support I beg Leave to Iblicit your Auention to our Proceedings in 
the Secret Department of the iqth of June 1775, in which you will find a Letter propoled and ap- 
proved of by the Majority, in Reply to the Chief Jwflice, and that the Governor and Mr. Barwell 
dilapi roving of this Reply, declined affixing their Names to it. On the D.iy following, a L.etter 
to the Judges, in Behalf of the Nabob’s Vackcci, was agreed to by a Majority, but the Governor 
and Mr. Harwell refufed to fign it. 

On the Proceedings of the zilt March 1775, in the Revenue Department, you will find the fol- 
lowing Letter from the Governor General to the Secretary. 


“ To Mr. Sumner. 

4^ SlTf 

“ I (hall not fign the Letters propofed to be written to the Board of Trade, to the Chief and 
** Council of Burdwan, and to the Chief of Chittagong, with Yederday s Date •, becaufc I do not 
acknowledge the Appointments notified in thefc Letters to be Afts of the Board, or legal; and I 

“ defirc that you will recoid my Rcfufal. 

^ “ 1 am, Sir, &c. 

« Fort William, (Signed) “ Warren Hafiings.” 

“ the 1 8th March 17 75.” 

Yet it was not allcdged or pretended in any of thefc Inftances, that the Rcfolutions of the Majo- 
ritv were in thcmfelves illegal. The Illegality alluded to in the (^vernor s cite., re ates ° ^ 
the Power of the Majority whom he did not then acknowledge to be the ^ 

permit fo erroneous an Opinion to be pleaded in Juft.fication of any particular Aft which may be 

founded upon it. . 1 « 

> I have the Honour, to be, «c. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


Sbl. Com. Rep. VI. 


Extraft 
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Extraft of Fort William Revenue CoBfokatiofw, December 27th, 1776. 

The Secretary delivers in General Clavering’s and Mr. Francis’s Minutes, on his prefen ting the 
Circular Letter propoled in Confulcation of 20th Inllanc, to be figned. 

General Clavering — If an Office had not been inftituted under the inimcdiate Charge and Di- 
redlion of the Governor General to ait in it, independantly of the Council,' with Powers ^ffigned 
to it to depute Aumcens for occafional Inveftigation, to colleit Accounts of the paft Colleilions, 
to take Copies of the prefent Pottahs and of the Nerriebundy j and to correfpond with the 
Governor General only, and to be under his foie Controul, 1 (hould not objcfl to the Letters now 
prcicntcd to me to fign, to the Provincial Councils \ but confidcring thcle Letters, as authorizing an 
Piftablilbment which I have, on the moft mature Rcflcilion, deemed illegal, I cannot, without a De- 
parture from the Principles on which I have aited, in refufing my Affent to the Inftitution, now 
conicnt to fubferibe Letters which, though in Appearance they feem only to convey Information 
of its Operation, yet in Fafl: would amount to a Confirmation of the Eftablilhment itfclf. 

(Signed) J. Clavering. 

Mr. Francis — 1 beg Leave to record a Declaration, that, by figning this Letter, I do not mean 
to rclinquilh any of the Objedfions I have already urged againft the Expediency of the Meafures 
propofed in it. At the fame Time, as the prcfcnt Letter docs not appear to me to convey anv 
exclufivc Powers to the Governor General, or to refer to any Orders to be iffiicd in his Name, I 
think 1 am warranted in figning it by the Company’s Standing Orders. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Confultations, loth January ^77. 

The Governor General delivers in the following Report from Meflrs. Anderfon, Croftes, and 
bogle and additional Efiablilhment, with Lift of Accounts required, 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, fi^ire. Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir, 

In Addition to the Aumcens already appointed to proceed into different Dillrifls of Bengal, for 
procuring Accounts of the paft Collcdions, and other Materials of Information, we now fubmit 
to you a Lift of Perfons recommended by the Pailhear, as well qualified to be fent upon the like 
Service into the remaining Diftrids, accompariTed with the Eftablilhment propofed for each. 

As the Jumma Walfil Bakee Accounts, tranfmitted to the Prcfidcncy from fome of the Divifions, 
do not diftinguilh the leffer Mahals, wc beg Leave to cnclofc a Memorandum of Accounts which 
arc wanted from the Provincial Councils of Moorlhcdabad and Dinagepore, and from the Collcdlor 
of Bauglepore. Thcfe may be tranfmitted in Perfian, 

Wc have the Honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, D' Anderfon, 

8th January 1777. Lha* Croftes, 

Geo. Bogle. 


ESTABLISHMENT ofAUMEENS proppfcd for fundry Diftrids, as follows » vi*. 


ROKUNPORE. 

Cauntoo Mojundar, Aumeen — . — — - 

Butram Boole, Carcoon — — — 

8 Mohrers — M 

i jemmeudar — — _ 

5 Peons — _ — . — 

I Dufterbund — — • — 

Ink, Paper, &c, — — - ^ 


— 125 

— 30 

— 160 

— 5 

— 15 

— 3 

— la 

350 


10 


LUSHKERPORE. 
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lushkerpore. 


Igaram Chowdry, Aunwea 
Ramhurry Boole, Carcoon — 
Juy Mohun N-ufldee, Hcad-Mohrcr 
5 Mobrers — — 

V'Jemautdar - — • — • 

5 Peons — — 

I Dotcerbund — — 

Ink, Paper, iec. — ••• — 


P A T C H E A T. 


Jankeram Metre, Aumeen 
Radacaunt, Carcoon 
4, Mohrera — 

I Jemoiadar — 

3 Peons — ~“ 

I Duftcrbund — 


Ink, Paper, 



R A J E M E H A L. 

Ramnaut Dofi, Aumeen — -- 

Anunderam Mferc, Carcoon — 

j Head Mohrer — — — 

5 Mobrers ” 

I Jemmadar — - — T “ 

5 Peons — — 

I Dufterbund — 

Ink, Paper, &c. r“ ■" 


MIDNAPORE. 


Ramjoy Metre, Aumeen 
Sucker Ghoofc, Carcoon 
I a Mobrers — 

I Jemmadar — 

,5 Peons — 

I Dufterbund — 

Ink, Paper, &c. — 


P U R N E A. 


Durrupnarain, Sircar Aumeen 
Rallichum Jing, Naib — 
I Head Mohrer •— 

I Mohrer — » — 

15 Mohrers — 

1 Jemmadar — 

JO Peons — “ 

2 Dufterbunds — 

Ink, Paper, &c. — 



— • 100 

— 35 

— 30 

— 100 

~ 5 

— 15 

— 3 

— 10 


a98 



210 


— TOO 

— 30 

— 21 
— TOO 


5 

>5 

3 


10 


284 


■— 100 

— 40 

— 215 

— 5 

— >5 

— 3 



400 


— 200 
— 100 

— 40 

— 30 

— 300 

— 10 



DACCA 
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DACCA. 


For Dacca, and the contiguous DiftriAs.' 


Nundoolol, Aumecn — — . 


— i,oo6 

Befhyfhur Chacberbutty, Naib — 


— too 

Kiflcn Mung, Head Mohrer , — 

— • 

— 40 

6 Mohrers — 


— ISO 

9 Mohrers — — , — . 

— 

— *35 

1 Perfian Moonfhy — - — 


— 40 

2 Perfian Mohrers — — 


— 60 

2 Bengal Moonfhies “ 

— 

— 40 

1 Jemmadar — - — - -- 


— 10 

10 Peons — — — • 

—.1 

~ 30 

2 Dufterbunds — . 


— 8 

Paper, Pens, &c. — - — . — 


■ 2a 


1,^05 


For MOHUN S I N G; 


Gopochurn Roy, Naib 
Mund Kefhwan, Carcoon 
I Head Mohrer — 

3 Mohrers — 

1 Dufeerbund — 

2 Peons — 

Paper, Pens, &cl — 



For BELLOOAH, 8fc. 


— 50 

— 30 

— 20 

— 45 

oi g 

— 159 


Radachurn Roy, Naib 
Donja Penauel, Carcoon 
t Head Mohrer — 

5 Mohrers — 

1 Dufeerbund — 

1 Jemmadar 
a I’cons — 

Paper, Pens, fire, — 



— 

— 40 

— 25 

— 75 

~ 3 

— 5 

— 6 

— 7 

236 


4,288 


MEMORANDUM of Accounts wanted from Moorlhedabad. 

ift. The General Jumma Waflcl Bakee Accounts of the whole Province, from 1179 to the End 
of 1182, diftinguidiing the different Mahals, including Chunacolly, &c. and MelTideh, &c. toge- 
ther with the Particulars of the Incrcafes or Decreafes on the Jumma of the Committee of Circuit 
and an Account of the Balances, with an Explana^n of the different Articles of Remiflion ; alfo 
an Account of the Saycr Mahals which have been jbmed to the Cuftoms under Mr. Martin, and of 
the different Annexations within thefe Five Years. 

2d. A Lift of the former and prefent Zemindars, Talookdars, Fanners, and Malzamins, for the 
above Period. 


Wanted from Dinagep9|^. 

ift. The General Jumma Waffel Bakee Account of the Province of Dinagepore, from ii 79 
the End of 1182, diftinguifhing the different Mahals i tc^ether with the Particulars of the Increafc? 
or Decreafes on the Jumma of the CotMiktre of Qrcuit, and an Account of the Balances, with 
an Explanation of the different Articles orKemiffion. ' . . 

ad. The Jumma Waffel Bakee Accounts of Purnea, and of Rungpoor, &c. and of Silberrics, 
&c. from 1 179 to the End of 1 182 ; diftinguifhing the different Mahals, &c, as above. 

3d. A Lift of the former and prefent Zemindars, Talookdars, Farmers, and Malzamins, for 
the above Period. , 
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VVanrcd from Bauglepore. 

ift. The General Jumma WafTil Bakce Account of Raujeinaha], &c. Bauglepore, &c. Monghecr, 
&c. from 1179 to the Lnd of 118?., ciillinguifhing the diftcicnt Mahals; together with the Par- 
ticulars oi’ the Intreafes and Decrealcs on the Jumma of the Committee of Circuit, and an Account 
of the Balances, with an Explanation of the different Articles of Reiniffion. 

id. An Account of the Kharidgc of Jungletcrry, fpecifying the Alienations which have taken 
place in different Mahals. 

jd. A Lilt of the former and prefent Zemindars, Talookdars, Farmers and Malzamins, for the 
above Period. 

4th. An Acti^ount of the Saycr which has been alienated from the Zilla and annexed to the 
Cuftoms. 


Governor General— I propofe the following Refolutions : That the Board do approve the pro- 
port'd hftablifl)ment of Aumtens ; and that Letters be written to the Provincial Councils of Moor- 
fhedabad, Dinageporc, iJacca, and Burdwan, and the Collector of Bogleporc, notifying the Ap- 
pointment of tne Aumeens, with the Names and Stations, as inferred in the above Eftablifhmcnr, 
in Perms fimllar to the Circu far Letter written upon the like Occafion on the 20th ultimo; and 
requiring them to lend the Accounts applied for by Meffrs. Anderfon, Croftes, and Bogle. 

Mr. Francis— My Objcftion to the Deputation of Aumeens into the Diftrids is general : I wave 
all others. 

Mr. Barwell— I agree to the Motion. 

Refolvcd, That the following Letters be written, agreeably to the Governor GcncraPs Pro- 
pofition. 

To Mr. Edward Baber, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Moorfliedabad. 


Gentlemen, ^ 1 . 

On the qd ultitiio you were informed of our having eftabliflicd an Office at the I rendency, to 
prepare and arrange Materials for the enfuing Settlement. In confequcncc of that Inllitution, the 
tollUing Officers have been appointed to proceed into your Divifion, to colled from the Zemindars 
Farmers; and Etmaunders, and the inferior Ofiicers of the Colledions, the Muffulil Accounts of the 
pad Colledions and Charges, in order to alcertain the real Value of the Lands, as the OroundworK 
of a juft and equal Afll-flment. They arc allb inftrufted to procure exaft Information concerning 
the Nature of the Ryots Rottahs, and the Rates of Land in different Parts of the Country. 

Contoo Mojendar, Aumcen at Rokunporc. 

Jyaram Choudry, D° at Lulhkerpore. 

We dirca you to grant them cffcdual Affiftancc in the Profecution of the Bufincfs alT.gned 

As the Jumma WaffilBakee Accounts, tr.tnfmitted from 
leffer Mhals, we endofe you a Perfun Lift of Accounts, which we dcfirc you will immediately 

forward to us. 


Fort William, 
the 10th January 1777. 


We are, &c. 


The fame to Dinageporc. 

Durupnarain Sircar, Aumecn at Purnca. 

u 

I’he fame to Boglepore. 

Raumaut Dofs, Aumcen at Rajcmahal. 

The Two firft Paragraphs to Burdwan. 

Jankeram Metre, Aumeen at Patchcat. 

Ramjcy Metre, .D® at Midnaporc. 

The Two firft Paragraphs to Dacca. 

^ Nunduloll, Aurpeen for the Divifion. 

* Bclhayfhur Chackcrbuttcc, his Naib at Dacca. ^ 
Goopeechurn Roy, his Naib at Nurnunfing. ^ 
Radachurn Roy, at Bcllooah, &c. 


T t 


S£L. Com, Rb?. VL 


Extrad 



★ 
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Extrafl of Fort William Revenue ConfuUations, loth January 1777. 

The General delivers in a Letter to the Court of Diredors, which he defircs may be fent a Num- 
ber in the Packet now under Difpatch. 

Ordered, That it be accordingly fent a Number in the Packet, and that a Copy thereof be here 
entered. 


To the Honourable Court of Direftors. 

Fort William, 9th January 1777, 

Hbnourablc Sirs, 

The many Papers which have been written on the Eftabliflimcntof me Office lately conftitiued, and 
now conduding under the immediate Controul of the Governor General, independant of the Council, 
would have rendered it unneceflary for me to trouble you any more on the Subjed of that Inftitution 
if the Governor General and Mr. Harwell had nor, by a dlrcd Addrefs to you on the 20th of lalt 
Month, endeavoured to imprefs you with the Idea, that bccaufc I refufed to fign the official Letters 
to give Effed to that Office which I deemed illegal, and becaufc I declared that I would, as far as 
lay in my Power, render thofe who aded unr^^r it aiifwerable for ihcCopfequences that might refult 
from it ; thofe Two Gentlemen have given a Flight to their Imagination, and very poetically have 
told you, that my Declaration “ like the Trumpet of Sedition, deters the Timid from their Duty, and 
** excites the Difaffeded to Rebellion.’* 

If Sedition and Rebellion were, as they reprefent, adually ftalking forth, or exifting in this Go- 
vernment, well might they be juftified in fuggclling the great Alarm that fuch Events would naturally 
occafion to your Honourable Court •, but as I am inclined to believe that the Credit which thofe 
Gentlemen might formerly have with you, has fuffered fome Diminution fince you have had Op- 
portunities of comparing their former Keprefentations with the State of Fads, I am willing to flatter 
myfclf that the India Stock will not be materially affeded by this alarming Intelligence, communi- 
cated to you with fo much Oftentation. In Truth, the Declaration I have mad^pn your Records, 
that I would hold thofe Perfons anfwcrable for the Confequcnces of what I ddbn illegal Proceed- 
ings, is the only Foundation they have for attempting to give you this Uneadoefs j and how ground- 
left their pretended Apprehenfions were, is evinced by the full Replies they now poflefs from all 
the Provincial Councils, containing Aflliranccs of implicit Obedience to their Orders. 

In Jhorty nothing can more clearly prove the compleat Indepen Jancy of the Governor Generals prefent Pozver^ 
or the Non exiftence of any Caufe for Apprebenfion that hi may be interrupted in the profecuting his prefent 
Plan^ than the total Ignorance that Government is%ffually in of his Correfpondence with the Pro- 
vincial Councils and Aumeens : I^heir Agents^ who are already difperfed through the DiJlriltSy may 
ajfume whatever Power they pleafe uncontrolled : Their Conduit cannot be checked in any Infiance by the 
Provincial Councils^ who are the only Delegates of Government in the Dijlrills^ ^hfeir Injlruc- 

tions have not been communicated to them. Such uncontrolled Power and unlimited Dependance placed 
upon thefe Agents^ would naturally fuggefi the Idea^ that the Governor General's Confidence in them had 
been formed by the Experience that he had of their Services and official Probity \ yet, if we look for bis 
Opinion as it ftands on Record, we Jhall find him on all Occafms expreffing the ulmoji Contempt of their 
Cbaralter, and the Exercife of their Funitions, I will take the Liberty to refer you to fome of thole 
Paflages to prove the Truth of what 1 aflerr. 

Conlultaiion, 5th January 177^: “The Boaid fufpeding Collufion between the Aumcen ami 
‘‘ Farmers,” &c. Letter to Mr, Jacob Rider, Colledor of Nuddea, entered in Confultation 

22d January 17735 ‘‘ The Huftabood, which has been rrfadc of the Talook Lands, h.is nut 

“ anfwcrcd the Intent of the Committee of Circuit, nor is there any Truft to be put in the /A* 

“ counts delivered in by the Aumeens'^ Another Letter to Mr, Rider, 26th January 1773 5 “ 

we confider the Report you fent us of the Aumeens appointed to enquire into the State ot the 
Lands held by the Talookdars, we arc confident no Dependance can be placed on this Mode of A//* 
** qiiiryP Confultation 14th June 1775, the Goverijgr ^General’s Minute; ‘‘ I confels I do no: 
“ like the Dcputacion of Aumeens, becaufe I think they are not to be trulled.” 

Whether any Inference can be drawn from the Governor General’s prefent Intentions in employing; 
Aumeens, from the Opinion he has conftantly entertained of them, I will fubmit to yourfelvcs, 
tlemcn, to determine •, but I muft be | ermiiicd to fay, that this badOpinion would warrant any Con* 
clufion that their prefent Appointment inculcated for the worft Purpofes. 

If it were further necefl’ary to (hew that the Mode of Enquiry by Au.meeos, fo particularly con- 
demned by the Governor General on the 26th January 1773, is^ikewife difapproved by the Provin- 
cial Councils 5 I need quote only a fingle Inftance, which will al! the fame Time point out th^^t the 
prefent avowed Objeft of afcertaining the Value of the Lands is not profecuted in the Manner wh^h 
was deemed fo rcquifiic for that End ; as given to the Aumeens do not contain nor 

corretpond with Circumftances of Inveftigaf^ii^ which are propofed for this Enquiry. Excraft ftniri 
a Letter from the Provincial Council of Muxadabad, of the ! ith May 177 entered on Confolta- 
tions 13th June following : “ In order to judge properly of the >Suc« of a Country and its Condi 
“ tion CO pay the Revenues, it is requifitc to know the Number of its Inhabitants, the Nature a<'d 
Produce of the Soil, what Quantity of Land U cultivated or uncultivated, and what 
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nifnts tlie ]a«er is capable of. This Knowledge is only to be obtained from local Inveftigations t 
i4 we are hxed to One Spot, and cannot make it ourldvcis, nor can wr depute o^liers Co do it who 

can be relted on. 

Upon the wlwk of this Bufinefs, whether I havc aacd legally or illegally, in rcfufing to ac- 
knowledge the independant Authority afluined by the Governor General, I (ball fubmit to your 

If my Conduft has been irregular I will ftand to the Confequences of it, without attempting 
to juftiff myfclf by thw hicample, or by denying, as they have done, their not having refufed 
their official SanSlm to the Meafures of the late Majority, nor eppo/ed the fubjidiary Ms which were 
neceffiary for their Support. Surely thefc Gentlemen muft have a very indilferent Opinion of your 
Memory, or arc very little Iblicitous about their own Credit, when they appeal to you for the 
Truth of Fadls which arc fo contrary to the Evidence on Record. 

/ cannot conclude without noticing another Fad, perverted in this Letter, hecaufe it ferns exprefsly 
introduced to warrant the effcbling of a Deftgn to violate your Injirultions, ^further Inftances in dif~ 
miffing your Servants from their Seats in the Revenue Councils. It is affierted that the Provincial 
Councils were conftituted of Perfons cbofen by the late Majority, and the Governor's Recommendation 
totally rejeiled. Jle Truck of this Affitnion may be efiabhjhcd 'by a Reference to the Lift of the Per- 
fons recommended by the Governor \ by which it will appear, that out of Thirty-four to be named for Seats 
in thofe Boards, only Six were omicted -, and further, that at prefent there are only Three in Office of that 
nomination not recommended by the Governor himfelf, viz. Mejfrs. Goring, Rous, and Shore. 

If 1 avoid further Notice of fomc other Mifreprefentations in this Letter of partial Quotations, 
it is becaufe I am unwilling to take up more of your Time by Repetition of what is fo fuly 
Rated in the Minutes at length, which are referred to in it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) John Clavering. 


ExcraA of Fort William Revenue Confultations, 17th January 1777. 

The Governor Genera^ Jiys before the Board the following Letter from MelTrs. Anderfon, Crofces» 
and Bogle. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

Durrup Narrain, the Perfon whom we recommend^ as Aumecn of Purnea, being unable to un- 
dertake that Bufmefs, our Paiflicar has recommended Ram Kilhen Koy, as a Perfon well qualified 
to fupply bis Place. Wc therefore requeft that Ram Kifiien Roy may be appointed to that Service 
in the room of Durrup Narrain. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) O'* Anderfon, 

the 17th January 1777. Cha'Croftes, 

' ^ Geo. Bogkr. 


Agreed, that the Council of Dinagepore be written to as follows : 

To Mr. W" Harwood, Chief, See. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dinagepore. 

Gentlemen, _ . __ 

This ferves to acquaint you that Ram Kiflicn Roy is appointed Aumeen to Purnea, in the room 

of Durrup Narrain. , 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, 
the xyth January 1777. 


Extraftof Fort William Revenue Confultations, 31ft January 1777. 
.Read the following Letter from Meffrs. Anderfon and Bogle : 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Sec. See. &c. 


Tlw Di^ria of^ChittMong is compofed of near Fifteen hundred Petty Zemindars and 1 *”’ 

who pay their Revenues to Government through the Channel of Sudder Farmers or in * 
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Officers Tlie Accounts of the Rent paid by each particular Zemindar or Talookdar not hav’ 
b-en rr^nfmitrcd to the Rrefidency, we beg Leave to recommend that an Aumecn be appointed, fo^ 
che of collci^ing the Accounts of the Jumma WafTil Baukee of the different LandholdeT 

for fonie Years pad, and of the Rents colleded by the Farmers from fccrcted Lands, not included 
in the Jiimrna previous to the prefent Settlement, to enable the Board to fix the Quota of each Pof 
fcllbr. We enclofe a Lid of Ferfons recommended to be employed on this Service, together with the 
ncreflary lidablidirncnr. 

In order to form a complete State of the different Branches of the Public Revenue, we wilh to be 
'furnifhed with the following Perfian Accounts ; viz* 

id. The Jumma Waffil Baukee of the Diftrifts of Junglcterry. 

The fame for Uamghur. 

2d. The Jumma Waffil Baukee of Ichangucrnagur and of Sylhet, from the Years 1174 to 1183. 

3d. a'Iic Jumma Waffil Baukee of Rungpore and of Purnea, from 1 174 to 1178. 

4th. 'Hie Jumma Waffil Baukee of Kljcmchal, from 1174 to 1178* 

5th. An Account of the Receipt of the Government’s Cuftoms fince the Eftablilhmcnt of the new 
Sydem in the Year 1773. 

6th. An Account of the Annual Jumma and Receipts of fuch Gunges as have been put under the 
Manageruent of the different Cuftom Mafters. 

7th. The Seghawar Accounts of the Jumma of Ichangucrnagur and Sylhet, for 1183. 

8th, The Seghawar Accounts of the Jumma of Bauglcpore and Rajcmchal, for 1183, 

9th. The Seghawar Accounts of the Jumma of Rungpore and Purnea for 1183. 
loth. The Seghawar Accounts of the Jumma of Midnaporc for 1183. 

Of all which we enclofe Perfian Memorandums. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) D. Anderfon, 

the 3 id January 1777. George Bogle. 


ESTABLISHMENT propofed for the Aumecn of Chittagong* 


Kidien Duloll, Aumecn, per Mont!i 
A Carcoon — — 

4 Mohrers, — at 25 each 

A Mcrdha — — 

10 Peons, — at 3 each 

A Diiftcrbund — — 

Paper, Pens, Ink, &c* — * ' 


150 

60 

100 

10 

30 

4 

21 


Sicca Rupees 


37 $ 


Agreed, That the above Eftablifhment be confirmed i and that the following Letters be written to 
the Chief of Chittagong : 


Sir, 


To Mr. Francis Law, Chief of Chittagong. 


On the 3d ultimo you were informed of our having eftablifhed an Office at the Prefidency, to 
prepare and arrange Materials for the enfuing Settlement: In confcquencc of that Inftitution, Kiflen 
Duloll has been appointed to proceed into your Diftrifts, to colleft from the Zemindars and Ta- 
lookdars the Accounts of the Jumma Waffil Baukee of the different Landholders for fome Years 
pad, and of the Rents collefted by the Farmers from fccrcted Lands, not included in the Jumma 
previous to the prefent Settlement, to enable us to fix the Quota of each Poffeffor. He is alfo in- 
ftruacd to procure exad Information concerning the Nature of the Ryots Pottahs, and the Rates of 
Land in different Parts of the Country. 

We direft you to grant him cffcftual Affiftancc in the Profecution of the Bufinefs affigned him. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, 
the 31(1 January 1777. 


Agreed, That the fcvcral Accounts mentioned in Meffrs. Anderfon and Bogle’s Letter be written 
for, as follows : 


To 
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To Mr, Alexander Higginfon, Chief^ &c. Provincial Councii at Burdwan, 


Gentlemen, 

\Vc defirc that you will immediately prepare and tranfmit to us in 
Seghawar Accounts of the Jumma of Midnapore for the Year iig^i 

Fort William, 
the 31ft January 1777. 


the' Perfian Language, 
We are, &c. 


the 


To Mr. Charles William Boughton Roufe, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca* 
Gentlemen, 

We defirc that you will immediately prepare and tranfmit to us the following Petlian Accounts, 
viz. The Jumma Waffil Baukee of Ichanguernagur and of Sylbet, from the Year 1174 to 1183 i 
The Sehawar Accounts of the Jumma of Ichanguernagur and Sylhet for 1183. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, 
the 31ft January 1777. 


The fime to Dinagepore, inferting the Accounts, 3 and 9.' 
The fame to Bauglepore, inferring the Accounts, N° 4 and 8. 


To Captain James Browne. 

Sir, 

We defire that you will immediately prepare, and tranlmit to us, in the Pcrfian Language, the 
Jumma WallU Baukee of the Dillridls of the Jungletcrry. 

We arc, &c. 

Fort Williaoji^- 
the 31ft January '1777* 


To Mr. George Gumming, Collcftor of Ramgur Pallamou.' 

Sir, 

We defire that you will immediately prepare^ and tranfmit to us, in the Perfian Language, the 
Jumma WaflU Baukee of the Diftrifts under yO^ Superihtendancc. 

We arc, 8tc. 

Fort William, 
the 31ft January lyyy* 

Ordered, That the Colleftor of Government’s Cuftoms be called upon for the Accounts re* 
quired of the Cuftom-houfe. 


Extraft of Fort William Revenue Confultations, 25th February 1777, 

Extrafl of Letter from Mr. George Gumming, Colteftor of Ramgur, dated nth February 1777. 

In Obedience to the Commands of your honourable Board, fignificd to me in your Letter of the 
31ft ultimo, I herewith beg Leave to enclofe the Jumma WalTil Baukee (in the Perfian Language) 
of the Diftrids of Ramgur, Nagpore, Palamou, and Kendy, for the prefent Year, or Bengal 
Year 1183. 


Governor General— I requeft that the Board will be pleafed to give Orders, that the Payment of 
the Salaries allowed to the Aumcens, and of the Office fuperintending them, be ififued from thg 
Khalfa Treafury, according to the fcveral Eftabhlhmcnts. 

Mr. Francis— I wifti the Secretary to make out an Account of the Expcnce of the whole Efta^ 
blilhmcnt of the new OHice, and fll-the Aumeens. The Salaries muft of courfc be paid, 

■ Mr. Barwell— I agree. 

General Clavcrin^^I agree. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do direA the Paynfcqt of the Salaries accordingly. 

U u 


Sel, Com. Rep. VI. 


Extract 
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Extrafl of Port William Revenue dbnfukations, the nth March 1777. 

General Clavcring—Underftancling that Complaints arc makiog every Day»» of the Conduct cf 
the Aumeens in many of the Diftridts into which they have been fenr, I beg Leave to propofr, that the 
Chief, or Afting Chief, (hould be ordered to enter on the Proceedings of his Council every fuch 
Complaint as (hall be made to him, and tranfmit them to this Board. 

Governor General — 1 fear the Confcqucnces of recording every Complaint that (hall be made to 
the Chief of the Provincial Councih; becaufc, if it is publicly known that fuch is the Rule, their 
Confultations will be crowded with them. It will be impoflible for them to enquire into every Com- 
plaint that is made to them j and they will of courfc ftar>d as a Black Lift of Critacs laid to die 
Charge of the Aumcens ; which, in thefe Times of popular Prejudice, and the Precipitation with 
which Reports to the Prejudice of Men’s Charafters are received at Home, will be all admitted as 
Truth, becaufc unrefiucd. I know very well, fh^ a ihoofand Artifices have teen ufed to throw 
an Odium on the Aumens j and though the greateft Caution lias been oWerved in the Cltoice of the 
Men, all of whom arc by Education, by Proftlfion and Praflke, ojf approved Qualifications, yet 
it is impofTiblc to guard 10 extenfive a Syftcm againft feme Abufes, againll Ncglcfts or MifcondikSj 
nor can I fuppofe that the Aumeens arc exempt from the Failings incident to Mankind in general ; 
yet I am perfuaded, that few Inftanccs, and none of any Enormity, will ever appear againll them. 
1 fliall not objeft to the Motion ♦, but I (hall referve to myiclf the Right of propofing, that tlic 
Order Ihould be refeinded if it fliall appear hereafter to.be produftive of a Stoppge pf BufineJs, 
In the mean Time, I conl'cnt to its palling. 

Mr. Francis — ITc Prejudice againft Aumeens is undoubtedly very great and general ; and It ap- 
pears to be no where lo Itrongly cllabliflicd as in the Minds of thole Perfons who ought naturaJJy 
10 be bell acciiiaintcd with them : 1 agree therefore with the Governor General, in thinking that 
Reports to their Difadvantage may perhaps be too cafily credited. Suppofing any Degree of 
Danger, however, of their iuffering in their Perfonal Charailers by vexatious Charges, I do not 
think it comparable to the Confequenccs which may follow to the Country in ^ncraJ, if the Pio- 
vincial Councils and this Board were not entirely open to receive every Complaint that might be 
brought againft them. The Chiefs of the Councils Ihould not have a Power of diftinguifliiiig wliat 
Complaints they will receive, and which they will rejeft : They Ihould receive ndne but what 
are authenticated, and Inch as the Complainants are ready to make good j under this Condition they 
Jhould reject none. If any Complaints of particular Enormity Ihould be preferred, we ourfelvcs 
fliall have an Opportunity of marking tbjcm from the reft, and fifting them to the Bottom. 'I'his I 
take to be as neceflary for the Safety and Credit of the Aumeens, as for the Proteflion of the People j 
I therefore agree tq the Morion, 

Governor General — I would beg Leave to a% .(((id ^hat my Queftion may |jc t^ken as a 
Part of the Prop9ruion, Whether It is meant that tfitt' Aumeens (hall be compelled to appear per- 
ionally, and anfwer to all fuch Complaints as fliall be regularly preferred againft tlicm ? 

General Clavering— By the Inftrudions given to the Aumeens, and the Orders that have been fent 
to the Revenue Councils, it does not appear that the former are fubjefted to any Coritroul what* 
ever. I'hey may commit whatever Enormity they plcafe, and the Government, as it was compofcJ 
by the A 6 ^ of Parliament, cannot be informed of any of the Fafls which have attended thole Enor- 
mities. It is faid, and I believe it may be proved, that feveral of the Farmers, or their Servants, 
have been confined, tied up, and flogged, by the prefent Aumeens, in order to compel them to give 
up their Accounts. 

Nundololl, who is fent as Aumecn into the Diftrifl of Dacca, is furniflicd with a Guard of 50 
Sepoys ; but by whqfe Order they were given him, 1 have not been able to afeertain. In the mean 
'Fimc many Complaints of this Man’s Condu^ havc reached my Ears ; and as it is probable that one 
Day or another Profccutions in the King’s C 6 &fX may be commenced againft him, and the ot.Sers, 
for their Violences, 1 thought it right that feme Memorandum might be recorded of the Complaint'* 
which th^ Farmers (ball make to the Chiefs of the Provincial Councils, in order that it may not l)c 
urged ^gfiinft them, that they never reprefented their Grievances, I believe that it may be true, 
that tfije prefent Aumeens have received a regular Education in this Branch of Biifinefs ; for I undtr^ 
iland that more than one of them was employed by CofTim Ally Cawn, during his tyrannical Govern' 
ment. I will leave it to the Governor General to determine on the Propriety of the Aumeens ap- 
pearing perfonally before the Provincial Councils, to anfwer to any Complaints that may be made 
their Cbndudt, or their fending fomc Pcrlbn^ properly authorized by them, for that Furpofc*, 
if he thinks that their appearing pcrfon^ly will be any Interruption to the Buliaefs on which tin/ 
are lent. ^ 

Governor General —- *1 muft beg Leave to obferve, that the Provincial Courts of Jufticc arc alrcacy 
open to Complaints againft the Aumcerw, as againft all other Pef^fes, and it is to them that they 
are properly cognizable ; to the Dewanny Courts if they are guilty of any Civjl Offences, to the 
Fouzdarry if they arc Criminal, and to them they may anfwer by their Vackeels. How far tbelc 
Courts may be difpolcd to favour or to pre-judge the Aumeens, I . cannot tay ; but 1 have been 
informed of fome Attempts which have been made to difpole the Foudzarry Court of Dacca agwiri 

ilie Aurncen of that Diilrift. The Parxiculars have been lo indiftindtly related lo me, that I will not 

g repeat 
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repeat them *, but defire that the aftiny Chief of Dacca l» rill^rl l 

“ c,a.„5a:;:,?zir» 

*-'<■»' ■ “ 1 - 

Mr. I- rancu—ThcObjeft of the General’s Motion feems to be to prevent the Compkint from 
bcng^ppreflcd. or not to leave u to the Chiefs of the Coundls t? receive or ^jeTpititionsTc 
then Dikretion. It does not propofe any Mode of inveftigating fuch Complaints 1 think mvlelf 
that ca^ng the AomwM kfore the Councils, upon Occafion of every Com^^laint that may be nLde’ 

might be ufed as a negleaing the Bufincfs on which they arc deputed. The Inveftieation 

when necelTary, fliould be made upon the Spot. ^ ‘"vciugauon, 

Mr Barwell— There arc proper Courts of Joftice for redrefling the Grievances of the Subieftj 
to thefe the Aggrieved fliould apply. The Method that is propofed by General Clavering, appears 
tn my Opinio^ not fo much emulated for doing Juftice between the Parties complaining and com’ 
pla.ncd againft, as to bring before the Board whatever Afperfions the Zemindars a^d Farmers of the 
Rc^nue may ihmk proper to caft upon the Aumcens. They have an obvious Intcreft in calumniating 
an Officcr^or Government, whofe declared Duty it is to inveftigate the Value of the Lands i and I 
make no Doubt they will ufe every Means in their Power to intimidate ihcfc Officers into a Com- 
pliance with their Views, or totally to remove them, if they find them not fo compliant as they would 
wim. Wnen the Aumcens were appointed, I underftood them to be independant of the Provincial 
Councils, ^ far as related to the. particular Invelligation they were ordered to make of the Revenue. 
Could the Generals Motion now be complied with, it will in fail render them immediately amenable 
to the Councils, and iri faft, under an Influence that may countcraft the Purpofes of their Miffion. 
1 am againft the General’s Motion, bccaule I think it unneceffary, while there are Courts of Juftice 
to hear any Complaints that may be made againft the Aumcensj and bccaufe, if it was admitted, it 
would, in my Opinion, render the Aumcens the Servants of the Provincial Councils, and defeat the 
Knd of their Appointment. 

Governor General’— ftill a&nt to the Qwftion in the Terms of it, but move this Addition to 
tlic Orders which may be fent upon the Subjedl, T hat the Provincial Councils be forliiddcn to take 
Cognizance of the Complaints thcmfclves, referring them to the eftabliffied Courts of Judicature. 

Mr. Prancis— -The Aumcens arc our Officers ; it Complaints arc made againft them tor Abufes in 
the Execution of their Office, they ought to be invcftigaied by us, or by the Boards immediately 
fubordinatc to us : ThePuniffiment which (hould follow Conviftion is, properly, Difmiffion from the 
Office, which it is not ia the Power of the Dewannee Courts to infliil j I am therefore againft this 
Addition to the Motion, 


Mr. Barwell— I agree to the Addition propofed by the Governor General. 

General Clavering — I agree to the Propofition, that the Provincial Councils ffiould not take Cog- 
nizance of the Complaints, bccaufe I am convinced that under the prefent Influence in which thofc 
Councils are, they would npt ad with Spirit or Vigour to redrefs thofc that may be made againft the 
Aumcens : In fad, what Satisfaflion can be made to a Farmer, or 2^mindar, who has been tied up 
and flogged for not giving his Accounts ? It will be fufficient if the Chief records the Complaint, as 
propofed by my firft Motion, and tranfmits it to this Board. 

Mr. Barwell — The General is plcafed to alk the following Queftion, What Satisfadion can be 
made to a Farmer, or Zemindar, who has been tied up and (logged for not giving his Accounts j a 
(.iiicftion thus introduced appears to affirm a Fad, while it fuppofes the Cafe : I therefore fhould be 
glad to be informed by the General if he knows of fuch a Fad. 

General Clavering— The Cafe 1 have fuppofed certainly does imply that fuch Fads have happened, 
and it is to afeerrain the Truth of them that I propofed that all Complaints (hould be rcgiftcrcd j 
but tlic Inhabitants of ibis Country, after the Examples that have been made of Rajah Nundcornar, 
and Coja KawOrkc, who has Ten Adions now in the Court carrying on againft him, moll of them 
by the People, who the Dacca Council informed us in their Letter of 7th December 1774* ca- 
tered in Confultations 10th January 1775, were confined by Order of the proper Power appointed 
at that Place, and not by the Authority of the Armenian, will rather chulc to be flogged Fifty 
Times than run the Rilk of being hanged, or ruined by a Multitude of Suits commenced againft 
him in the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Barwell — I had flattered myfclf with receiving the Information I afkcd for. lamforry I have 
ns much to feck, to know what was the General’s Dcfign in introducing his Queftion, as if he had 
declined an Anfwcr to my Queftion ; for my Part, I know of no Inftanccs of any of the Farmers, 
Zemindars, or their Agents, having been as yet punifted with Stripes; but as I fuppofe the 
Farmers of the Revenue compellable to deliver their Accounts, the Means which arc authoiizcd by 
the Cuftoms of the Country, will, 1 apprehend, be purfoed, when any of the Zemindars or Farmers 
have the Hardinefs to difobey any Orders that may be ilTued for delivering their Accounts, and by 
iuch Means attempting to preclude Government from a Knowledge of the Revenue of Country. 

Mr. Francis— The laft Words of Mr. Barwcll’s Minute, I confefs, furprize and (nock rnc more 
than any Thing that has ever yet paffed fince I have been in Bengal ; and I cannot fit at mis lable 
'vith Peace of Mind, until they receive an Explanation, which I muft beg of the Governor General to 
give. They feem to me to imply, that the Aumcens arc vefted with a Power of adminiftcnng Corporal 

t^uniflimcrK to the Zemindars, Farmers, and all other Natives whatfoever concerned in the Revenues, 

' ' according 
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jcrordir.:^ to theii Difcreiion. I bv[r Lravc to a(k tli- Governor General, Whctl'.er he untln 
I'nsvci to be veiled in the Aumecns? I rom tlie Inllutncc which they avowedly polTds by t!;e bovver 
\\,Ls lia\e ot nuikin'^, Repnits i'or (»: ai;a)nli; every Man irorn vvhoiii they are to demand Accounts, 1 
lore law yXbiileis enough, of Corruption on one Side, and Deception on the other ; but I did not con- 
ceive that thiC invc'. ol the People, a', well as their Property, were to be lek at the Mercy oh iheic 
Mwi. 

Mr. Cary/ell — Tl.e Manner in which Mr. Francis is pleafed to defcant on my fayinp;, that thcGo- 
v-riii 1 enc inuil have the Means to enforce its own Orders, infiniiates loinethinc.i fo enormous in ih- 
i'olna.p, hat I really thonpju 1 had committed feme very great Milhikc in delivering my Sentiments ; 
a i<[ .r under lucli C 11 c iimitam es, I fliould have been glad to have corretfled any lirror ot Opinion, 1 
>v IS 1:0 lels kirprized than ariiazed, upon looking back to what I had afferted, that the great Enormity 
exp atiatci! upr^n by Mr. Fiancn^, confiUs limply in my affirming rhat the Government in delegating a 
paitieiiFr 1 lull n'lult ddcgaie with it the Means ot ExecutioiH or clfe the Means can never prove 
ujiMl to t!ie l.nd. 1 have no vvlieie laid that the Aumeens arc authorized to puniffi with Stripes the 
Zcnnndars, Olliccrs of the Revenue: All 1 have affirmed is, that 1 know ot no Inilanccs to 
.’.uihui ize. t.he General’s Qiieibon, but that I luppofe the Farmers of the Revenue compellablcMo 
dJiva r ihcir Acecunrs by the Means which aie authorized by the Cultoms of the Country. 1 fee 
lioihiivr fho'Jcing to I luinanity in any 'Fhing that 1 h.ivc advanced, or that lubjeds me to the Obloquy 
()1 liaving conceived a 1 lioupju Id repugnant to my own Nature. It by the Cuftoms of the Coun- 
My, a iVieinber oi the Conununiiy is liable to Coiporal Piinilhmcnt tor oppofing an Ordinance of 
(jijveiniiienr, 1 lay, if it lie lo, lire Alleiiion of the Fad will be no Impeachment ot the Gooclnels of 
my Intention in affirming it. 

Ml. Iranc is — '1 h< only Matter before the Board relates to the inffiding of Corporal Piiniffimcnt by 
the Auihoiitv of the iVumcens ; 1 iubmit to Jiitignicnr, whether Mr. Barwell’s Opinion, as it 0 me.s 
cxpiclfcd, tlf’c's nui liippole them veiled with liidi a Bower. 1 adhere to my Qiidlicn, aid beg 
Leave to lubn.it n 10 the Governuj* (jcneral. 

(joveinur Clt neral — 'Fhc .Aunuens have received no Authority or Warrant for any Part of their 
r^aulcKd, but fuch Orders in Wilting as have been drawn up by the Superiiuendants ot ilie Aumceiis 
Office, arul have icccivcd my fugnaturc ; none of thefe invell them with the Power to inflid Corporal 
Jhiiiiliiuunr, nor have I ever )et heard, except iVom General Clavering, that they have allumetl 
iiK li a Power. It IS not impollible but they may fup])olc themlelvcs pofltffed ol tlic lame Authoiity 
..s ihe Mogul (jovei nment formerly was tiled to delegate to Men tntrufted with the lame OlHcvv 
It was not iilual for that (jovernment to commit difficult Duties to its Minilfers, and to withhold 
from them the Means of clil( barging them. The Farmers arc compellable by their Engagctricnts to 
deliver to ( iovi rnment an exad Account of their Colledions : All the Cutchciry Accounts, both 
Siukler and Mohiliil, arc the Proi)eity of Government, and the Attempt to llipprefs or withhold 
ihel'e from the Onieers of Government, regularly appointed to demand them, i> in my Opinion a Inoii 
Crnre agaiiiil (lovernmenr, and ti.ercfore liable to Icvere Piiniffiment ; hut 1 do not wifli to leave tins 
IkinilViment to the Dilcretion of the Aumeens. If this Piinciple is not juft in itlclf, or it it is rot 
wairantecl by the immemorial Uhn;e of the Country, 1 ffiall exped to hear it difproved. 

Mr. Francis — As nothing is at paefent in quellion, but the Extent of the Power of the Aumeens 
I am latidied wuh the Governoj’s Isxplanation on that paiticuiar Point, and am happy to find tfiar 
tiieir P.Uv.er tiues nut leaeh lo far as Mr. Barwell Iccmcci to apprehend. As lor the oilier Points 
touched upon 111 the Governor’s Minute, 1 need not agitate tliem at prelent •, contenting mylell fiinplv 
with hwmg, that I join illue with the Governor (icneral, and that 1 do deny that luch Powers as. ic 
now m (jiicllion, and dcUribed in lus Minute, were ever delegated by the Mogul Goveinmrnrto 
Aumeens, or any other Officers whatloever, at any Period preceding the Subaclarry ol Jaffier Cawr, 
01 about the Year i 7 /:o. I'he Plillory ot Bengal fince the Death ot SujaCavn, does not furriiDi 
. n\ FA'amplc ot a legular Government, luch as I believe the original Mogul Government to haw 
been. 

vjjvcrnor General — Mr. Francis may with great Safety fend me back to the Tim.cs whuu 
preceded the ( lovernment ot Jafliei Lawn, tor the Evidence of the Pradlice which I delcriLed. I 
lhall not walle my d'lme in the fruitlels Search •, but I will with Conlidence affiim, th.u no Pcn.)^- 
ol tl'.e Mogul (jovernment in Bengal, that the Hillory of no State in India ever produced a C f - 
lader more rxemplnry lor Methotl, Accuracy jor Jultice and Integrity, than that ol' Chain Ko;., 
wiu) Iiild the Offiec of Roy Royan dining the Adminilf ration of the Nabob Aiiverdy Cawn - 
but Jung. I undieilland trom tlie Roy Royan now picient, that Roy Munnohurdols, one ot t' -' 
picleiu Oikeers of the Khalfa, held an Office under the Authority ot Chain Roy, and wnl nv ’ 
piobablv be able to give 'Fellimony to this Point. 1 knov/ not the Man even by Sight *, nor r> : 
pr(dud>lt that he will be able to tell the Tendtiuy of the C^iellion it it is put to him. 1 dtine if. ' 
ilie S^crefai; will, lo loon as the Council is doled, call upon the Man (I nov/, in the I’rdcnec ^ t 
the Ijo.iid, ddire the Roy Royan to lend tor him for that Purpole) fur a Ddimiion ol me 
I’oueis both ot Scz.uvuils and Aumeens, both with refped to their immiccliate Duties, and the 
M uan^ wluth ihey had ot executing them. With relped to tlie Autliority ot Seziwulls, the iNaic^ 
of Ranimud Badry is to very notorious for the Scveiiiics exeiciled by him on the Zemindais -uiU 
other Pcitons cnriullcd with the Charge of the Revenue duting the Adminiilratum ot Jaffier Alv 
C'awn, that I uull; the Court of Dnedtors will not want F.videncc even in their own Body» due tie 
i’uwei , of Puuill.iixnt were poffidlcd, were exercilcd by thclc Delegates ot (joveinment, bdoie r.iV 

Commencement 
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CnnimciKCri.eiU of the- Gov, iiniunt b\ i!,. Co ot .1 .v 1 mi 1 .-v 1 1 , ■ 

be, .Ml Part in a D.lcull.oo iu totJly 0 , i!,,- ic,;; ,i.nic!!Mn, ImI. ]' vi, oV'l ■ , ' 

cl re!, that the Aiiineens are not n. I'ollrli.on ei .an- ICiur m i‘, i ’h ■■ 1 ,1 , 1 '' 'J*-'- 

^ “““ ■'» »■ - 


Mr. Francis — As 1 h.wc not affirmed rliat Vicdcnrt^i r.. I, , 


:o tl'ic preknt FViy, tlie 


ea:i l,e.,i lu, Ki l.iuuii [■) .,ny [hi:;., 1 j.,,. 


Anlwer to be received from Moniiohuido!;, 

Subi*^'^^ Mogul Cjovcrnnienr. 

General Claveri.ig Mr. Harwell iiaving foppoled that the Inlinuaiion I threw our, of Perlons 
having been Hogged by_ the Aumeens, was not well ellabldhed, beeaole 1 avoided ,.,|ne., 
Authority tor the Realons which 1 aliigned, 1 will ,,ow beg l.eave to ,u rod ore to lie iL'.d'' ^ 
ICV'.n who gave me tne Information; aiul def.re that the Hoard will mteu,. gate him on ilu- . .ueC 
aiui defile, that ir on the one Hand lii;> Information (lioold | rove true, tiie Boaril will i ike oio' 
per Steps to punifii the Aumeeii; and on the other, if the Iniormafon .noves f.dle tint mv ' 
formant may be pumllied as he dderves. I delire tliat tlie Vackeel or R.iidiiaov may be call- 
cd in. ' ' 

Governor General— I agree that the Kajdliahy Vackeel be called in, to prc'<-nt hi, Complmit and 
to deliver it in Writing; but I obied to tins Board cnteini - i no any lurliciai Enquiiv 


Onellions. I propofe that the following (^nedions be aOc d the \'aCk •. I 

ill. Whether he lias been informed by iiis Pini.ip.il, tiic K.ninr. o' !\,pali Rmikilfn, dial any ot 
the Officers of the Zemindarry of Uajelluhy li.ive bem coipoully pumiiKd w tli .Stupes In the 
Older of the Auniecn ? And, ' ^ 

Whether lie knows the Name ol the P.-.fon or Peifons fi ; uninieJ and to iiH-iion th t 
Names and Olfices ? i > • ■ ..tirn tm.r 

jd. Whether he can produce liu.h IVofon or Fcrlons at this Ijoard ? 


Ordered, 'Fhat the Sccretaiy requiie lin. Anfwcr to ilicfe Q^icilions in Wiim r. 

Ciovernor General — I beg Leave to [iro[)olr, that Main Rain C'houdry, who is pn K :ir, and hk.Wilc 
a:) ancient (officer in the Rhalla, may be quclLoiietl to the lame l\»int'> wil!i N umioMculol-,. 

Ordeicd, I'hat lie be queihoned accordingly. 


Governor General — I gave the I^lrort of Sepoys to Nundul'dl. If the Ikpird flioolil l)c of Opi- 
n’on that I have exceeded the Conflitution.il Authoniy vellkd in me l)y iln* C.'o:np.in\, I am willimr 
ro lecall them ; but if not, 1 have aeied legularly, 'I’licJsl.-orr to Niinduloll w'as rcmlered neceil'ary 
on account ot his bung obliged to travel through the interior Ihirts ot the Lountry, where it is dan- 
gerous to remain witliout fueh a (niaid, 

Mr. Francis — Since I find that tlie Governor Gener.il l;a% by his foie Authoiity, and without the 
Kno'.vlkdge of the Board, fent a Faity of 50 Sepoys with one ot the Auineui. into tie* Dillrki of 
Iku'ca, 1 mult in my own Vindication againit any Conlequences fh.ir may cnkie Irom thib Mejfure, 
declare, that in my Ojknion the Cjovcrnor (lencial has exceeded tlie i'owers veiled m Imn, and ihat 
the Meafure ilfcif is liable to many Objrblions. I am not a Faiiy to it, and jnoiUl again/t ii. 

General Clavering — 'I’hc Infoimation I received ot this Detachment was given me by the Ret. ..ns ; 
and having fuppofekl that it might be done by the Commantling Oiliccr on Ins own Authority, 1 
wrote to him abimt Four Days ago to acquaint me by whole Oiders tins Deiachmein lud l)ta n lent. 
As 1 do not know of any Inllance ot a Military b'oice being lent into the Dillricts lime tlie new 
Government took place l)ut by the Authority ot the Board, I entirely agree wiih Mr. i’l.tinis in 
protefling againtl the Meafure, as an AlFumption of Rower in the (/overnor Genual, in my Opinion 
totally illegal. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the fcvcral Provincial Councils and CollcLlors : 


To the Provincial Councils, 
( Circular. ) 


Wc defire your Chief will receive and enter on your Proceedings all Petitions of Comjdamt which 
may be prefented againll iliC Aumeens, and that y(ju will tranimit them to us. 

You arc not to take Cognizance of the Complaiius yourlclvcs, but to ruer ti.em to the dhibJifficJ 
Courts of Judicature. 

Wc arc, &c. 


Fort William, nth March 1777 . 
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Extraft of Fort William Revenue Confultalions, 14th March 1777. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Report : 

1 have the Honour to lay before the Board the following WVnfwers received from the ^dohrirSj 
whom the Board direfted me to call upon laft Council Day, for Informwlon regarding the Power 
vefted in Sezawuls and Aumcens: fn Explanation of which I beg Leave ac(][uaint the Board, that 
on my finding the written Anfwer Nunnohur Dofs had given us in N“ t, did not contain what he told 
me on my firlt putting the Queftions to him, I fcni for him and Ramram Bofc on Wednefday Morn- 
ing, and alked them why they had not anfwcrcd the Queftion put to them the Day before ? Nunno- 
hur Dofs anfwered, that he would give them to me. 1 told him it was by the Board^s Order that I 
had put the Queftions to him, and that it was neceflary he fliould anfwer ; upon which both Nun- 
nohur Dofs and Ramram Bofc wrote and gave me the further Anfwers, marked N*,a, 3. 

Finding, when thefe were tranflated, that Nunnohur Dofs had not given an Anfwer as to the Au- 
meens, but only regarding the Sezawuls, I mentioned this Circumftance to the Governor General 
when i waited on him on Thurfday Morning, and that the Anfwers were not fo full as they had ver- 
bally given them to me. The Governor’s Anfwer was. The Qiieftions were not anfwered, or Words 
to that Effeft i upon which I fent for Nunnohur Dels, and told him he muft anfwer the fame Quef- 
tions with refpeft to the Aumeens as he had done regarding the Sezawuls •, which he did, as contained 
111 ^ 3 ** A . 

I beg Leave alfo to lay before the Board th? Paper from which the Queftions were put to both 

Nunnohur Dofs and Ramram Bole, N" 5. t, r. ■ 

(Signed) P. Francis. 

Sworn before me, the 15th March 1777, 

(Signed) by K'' Sumner. 

N. B. This Affidavit was made for the Reafons affigned in the Secretary’s Letter annexed to tfiefe 
Proceedings. 

N* I. Anfwer of Monohur Dofs. 

During the Time of Mohaubut Jung and of the former Nszims, the Zemindars either paid their 
Revenue direaiy to Government themfclves, or through M'utaheds or Mhalzamins, and for this 
Keafon there were not Aumcens fent into the different Diftrifts, excepting in calc of the Revenue 
falling in Arrears. The Aumcens fent upon thefe Occafions, collcdcd fuch Accounts as thc-y had 
Orders to do from the Country, and tranfmitted them to Government through the^Mutfuddics of 
the Khalfa. In cafe of any Zemindar ncglefting or evading to deliver his Accounfs, the Aumeen 
reported his Conduft to Government, and a£led with refpefl: to him, according to fuch Orders as he 
received in Anfwer. 


Anfwer of Ram Ram Chowderry. 

In the Time of Mohaubut Jung and former Nazims, the Zemindars cither paid their Revenue 
dirciftlv themfclves, or through Mutaheds and Mhalzamins j it was not therefore cuftomary to lend 
Aumeens into the Country : But when Aumeens were fent, their Duty was to cdleft exad Accounts. 
If anv Zemindar neglcftcd giving in his Accounts according to the Orders of Government, the Au- 
mecn^reprefented the^Matter to the Ruler, ^nd obeyed fuch Orders as he afterwards received with 
refped to exafting fuch Perfons AccountHilom him. 

N" 2. Anfwer of Ram R«m Chowderry with refpeft to Aumcens. 

During the Time of Mohaubut Jung, and other Nazims, and down to the Death of Ja^er Ally 
Khawn it was not the Prafticc to lend Aumeens into the Country, m order to make a Huftabood, 
^caufethen the Zemindars either paid their Revenue ^‘"f'nhemfclves, or through Mto^^ 
and Mutaheds. However, after the Marattas had ravaged any of the Rarah Diftrids (Diftnfts 
lying to the Weftward of the Ganges) a Sazahawul ufed to be appmntcd to [he Aumeny of them ; 
this^Perfon had full Authority to colleft the Huftabood Papers, and thefe he brought up to 
Sudder, and then made a Settlement. 


Anlwcr with refpeft to Sazahawuls. 

In the Time of Mohaubut Jung and former Nazims, it was ufual to fend Sazahawuls feh 
Mahals as had fallen into Decline, becaufc their Commiffion Was low, being only 2 per Cent, i ne 
went into the Country, and by cncour^ing the Ryots, brought them., to , cultivate their 
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They m»dc fuch an Allowance to the Zemindar for his Maintenance as they thoucht fufficient 
and as was approved of by Government - and aded in whatever Manner they thought was S 
beneficial for the State. They ferutinized into the Papers for fome Years back, and then made 
Keporc ot the Particulars of the Decline of the Muha! to Government. When their Authorki 
as oppofedj they had a Right to confine and inflid corporal Funilhment, ^ 


a 
was 


N® 3. Anfwer of Monohur Dofs with refpea: to Sazahawuls. 

It was the Sazahawal’s B^linefs to collcft the Dues of Government, agreeable to the Sudder 
Killbundcc. He entered into a Kifibundcc at the Sudder, and then went into the Country. If the 
Zemindar^ agreed to the fame Settlement he had entered into, he took a Torahbundee from* him on 
the like 1 ermSi and left him in I ofiefilon of the Country j but if he failed in paying agreeable 
to thefc Terms, the Sazahawul made a Huftabood, and took Charge of the Colledions himlclf. 

The Sazahawul, in cafe of being impeded in this Bufincfs by the Knavery or Ncgleft of the 
Zemindars, ufed to inflift Puniflbment and to beat. 


N* 4. Anfwer of Monohur Dofs with refpeft to Aumcens. 

In the Time of Mohaubut Jung, and former Nazims, it was not cuftomafy, as the Zemindars 
cither paid their Revenue upon their own Credit, or through Mhalzamins and Mutaheds, to fend 
Aiimeens into every Muhal. Aumcens were however fent into fuch Diftrifts as had fallen into 
Arrears, in order to rcftorc the Revenue. If the Zemindars attended on ihcle Aumcens in a proper 
Manner, and delivered them the requifite Accounts agreeable to Cuflom, it was well ; but if they 
made ufc of any Knavery, or evaded delivering thefc Accounts, the Aumcens, in order to execute 
the Bufincfs of Government with which they were entrufted, inflided Corporal Punilhmcnc of every 
Kind, and reported the Circumftanccs of the Cafe to the Ruler. 


N® 5, Qtieftions firft put to Munnohir Dofs and Ram Ram Bofe. 

What Authority was vefted in Aumeens in the Time of the Nabob Aliverdy Cawn, or in prcccd* 
ing Times, and what was their immediate Duty ? 

What in Sezawuls ? 

What Means had they of enforcing that Authority ? 

Did they inflid Corporal Punifhmcnt ? 

Mr. Francis^It was the Order of the Board that the Queftions flioukl be put to the Mohrirs of 
theKhalfain Writing, and that their Anfwers Ihould be received in Writing. The Secretary was 
not authorized to hold any Converfation, of to put any Qiicftions verbally to either of thefe Bcr- 
fons. The firft Anfwer he received was ftridly in point, but it abfolutely denies any Power being 
vefted in the Aumeens to inflid Corporal Puniflimcnt. This Anfwer it appears was not thought 
fatisfadory, and another Anfwer was required. The Power denied in the Pirft Anfwer is admitted 
in the Second. I (hall make no Comment on this Tranfadion, bccauft I think the Fads fpeak 
very plainly for thcmfelvcs, ^ 

General Clavering — 1 think the Condud of the Secretary in this 1 ranfadion totally incxcufablc. 
Not finding the Anfwers turn out according to the Expedations of the Governor General, he carded 
to him, without any Orders of the Board, the Two Anfwers of Munnohir Dois, and received his Or- 
ders to quertion him again on the Subjed. In Reward for this Service the Governor General has, I 
fuppofe, made the Propofition this Day for the AugmefAition ot his Salary. i n j 

Governor General— The Secretary has in my Opinion aded regularly and according to the Orders 
of the Board. He received no Orders from me, at lead I remember none that 1 gave him *, when the 
Mohrirs eluded to give Anfwers to the Qiieftion put4to them, it was the Duty of the Secretary to 
call upon them for their Anfwer, and to repeat the Demand till it was complied with, and 

completely. r r j 1 

The Infinuations with which the General has been plcafcd to conclude his Minute, I confidcr on y 
as the Effcd of the intemperate Spirit which I have experienced from General C avcring, in almolt 
every Meeting of the Board in every Department, I fhall therefore let it pals without ^ X* 
General Clavcring-If the many intemperate Proceedings that have been entered by the Governor 
Gcncralagainft Mr, Barwell, againft Mr. Francis, and myfclf, in this and the other Departnient, in 
which he has taken Liberties with us all Three at different Times, were to be collcdcd com- 
pared with any Thing that I liave written of him, it would be found that, confidenng the r 0- 
vocation that he affords from the Violences with which he is carrying on this Government, and 
the Abufes which he is fanftifying by the Support he gives them, I have never 
often as he has on the Refpedt which is due to the Station he fills, as he has done to me and 

As an Altercation has arifen on the Anfwers received from the 
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Queftions propofcd by the Secretary, and Motives arc infinuatcd highly prejudicial to M. i 
on ihe ukif g ot thck Aiilwcrs, as v^cll as to an undue Influence uled by the Govemnr 
obtain then., 1 move that the Secretary be called upon to recolkft himfelf, and ‘® 

claration, on Oath, to the verbal Anfwcr delivered to him on the Qiiellions. when he firft rT l" 
Monohir Uofs and Kam Ram Bofe i as it is the only Means that^ndcr thepijfent CiKumft 
in my Opinion offered to him for vindicating him from the Charge of havma aded S 
proper Induence. ^ 8 an in,. 

Mr. l-rancis— I objed to putting the Secretary, or any Man over whom I have any Decree nf 4 
thority, to a l eft which may perhaps compel him to accufe himfelf. ^ believe it to^ b^fle7a?V“' 
furc >t IS onju t. 1 he Secretary is at Liberty to Rate any Matter he tfenks prowr kJ h s own C 
fence, and it he pleafes he may do it on Oath, but this moft be his own vdlumarv Ad ? 
never join in requiring him to do it, nor fliall I think myfelfat Liberty, confiderL mifJ 

Judge of his Condud, to draw any Conclufton to his Difadvantage from Ls dechSo 7 o k * 

Mr. Rarwrll— 1 entirely acquiefee in Mr. Francis's Objedions, aSd wave the Motio? ^ 

1 he Sccretary-1 beg the Board will do me the Favour to call Nunndbir Dofs before them im 
d ately who is attending and take Ins Anfwer on Oath to the following Qiieftion • Whether ^ 
a king him on 1 uclday Lvening. if the Aumcens did or did notinHid Cor^ral Pu^ilhaSf whTk"’’' 

j.:'! Jill'"" >“<' orciid„„ 7 cicd.,..s:;:w 5 

Governor General— I think it improper to commit the Credit of an Officer of fuch Tmrw>ri-, 
.hci«r«ar,of .he R«.nue Depart, i.„,. i„ a refpcabg “"a 

Veracity, with an inferior Beng.d Officer of the Khalfa. ^ ® uepenatng on their 

Mr. Francis— I am againft it alld, but for different Kcafons. 

Mr. liarwell— No Qiieffion being before me, and the Governor General thinking It im«r« 
(ludiiom"*" Kcqueft. I acquiclce in Im Reafons for declinin| to pu^ fhc 

General Clavering— Seeing the Dcpendance which all the Officers of the Government have on th^ 
prdent Majoriiy, who take a 1 Occafions to hold out to the Natives what the Confequences muff be 

Mohrli. 'Sf ^ ^ '''''■f'>zing, that cither one or the othe? of thefc poor 

Molinis (hould have had the Rcfolution to have delivered the unprejudiced Anfwcr which ir 

Mannoh,. 1)01. g.vo i„ Writing, ,.hc„ ho qocBiontd. t unwind »t„ h" . 'Vl S" 
the Second lime tor another Anlwer. the Man at fiilt refufed it, and faid. What can I do^ I ale 
given my Aniwer already. If Mr. Sumner had thought that thefe Anfwers had not been dired to 
the Queftions which he had put to lum, it was his Bufihefs to have taken the Opiriion of the Board 
and not to have run to the Governor General with them. TbeXSovernor General may illegally affume’ 
as he has done in regard to the Office of the Aumeens, the whole Power vefted by ParlLie^nt in the’ 

‘ •'> Member in this Council, 1 will never tahiely fubmitto 

u.pi7irnidri^c®,“r bri„g„.c.iKP,o«.di.g,. „d i »ui 

Mr. brancis— I he principal Queftions to the Mohrirs were, “ What Means the Aumeens h,sd of 
enforcing their Authority -, whether they inflided Corporal Punifhments ? ’ The firft Anfwa 
N I, IS as follows; “ In cafe of any Zemindar’s ncgleding or evading to deliver his Accounts the 

‘ iUimcen reported his Condud to Government, and aded with refpel to him according to Vuch 
“ Ofdcis as he received in Anfwer.” ^ ««.v.uiuiiig «, men 

.V ihe Court of Diredors will judge whether this Anfwcr was or was not in point and comolcat 
and^for what I urpolc it could be neceffary to demand any other Anfweb from them. It was mvcii 
in VVriting, and they were bound by it.^ 1 will make no further Obfervation on a Tranfadion on 
which I conceive it is impoffible for any r«(ji unprejudiced Men to differ in Opinion. ’ 

coSSTi thofeof the Jtth, on the Subjeds 

coiilidefed this Day, may be fciit a Number in the Packet. 

The Board having been plcafed to affent to the Secretary’s Letter of the leth on the foreffoinr? 

SS. ic « « follow!.' with 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I beg Leave to circulate, for your Perufal, the enclofed Affidavits, and reqaeft the Favour of 
you to allow them to be recorded on the Proceedings of Ycftcrday. 

, examine Munnohier Dofs and Ramram Bofs, on Oath, 

before tht_m, in full Juftfficatton of what I have afferted, as Mr. Juftice Hyde and General Claver- 
mg, to whom I applied lalt Niglit to, decline it. 

I have the Honour to remain, with Rcljjed, ‘ 
r . Honourable Sir, and Sir?, 

Your moft obetfient homWe Servant, 

: , the ,5th March 1777. R-- Sum^r. 


5 


Calcutta, 
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Calcutta, 14th March 1777. 

Some of the Members of the Honourable Board having deemed my Conduft rcprehcnfiblc, in 
the Mode of applying to Munonhier Dofs and Kamram Bofe, for the Intormatiun which they di- 
reAed me to obtain from them, regarding the Power formerly cxcrcifcd by Sezawuls and Aumeens, 

I beg Leave to record my Affidavit, that the Report I made this Day to them is in every Uelped, 
to the beft of my Recolleftion, a true State of my Conduct on this Occafion ; and tliat on my firft 
verbal Application to Mf^ftnohir Dofs, on Tuefday in the Afternoon, in the I’refenre of Ramram 
Bofe, whether Aumeens had formerly exercifed the Power of infliding Corporal Punifhmcnt ? he 
anfwered, that they ufed to punifh and flog Perfons who refufed Obedience to their Applications to 
them. 

I beg Leave further to declare, that I thought I could not,confiftently with my Duty and the 
Truft repofed in me by the Honourable Board on this Occalion, admit of tlieir declining to aflert in 
Writing the Purport of what they had declared to me verbally ■, that I was entirely guided by this 
Senfe of Duty by the Second Application I made on Wednefday to them •, and that 1 was aduated by 
this Senfe, and the Governor’s obferving that the Qiieftions were not anfwered, when I made the Ap- 
plication to Monnohir Dofs on Thurfday for an Amwer to that Part of the C^ellions which he had 
not replied to. 

I hope Mr. Francis will allow me to obferve, that it did not appear to me I was reftrided by the 
Board’s Orders from calling on them in any other Manner than in Writing, but that I was direded 
to obtain the Information } and for my own Juftification thought it mou advifable to take their 
Anfwers in Writing i and that I did not doubt but they had given their written Anfwcrs on Tuefday 
tonhc Purport which they mentioned to me, or I (hould not have omitted to have repeated my Ap- 
plication to them, had I feen the Anfwers before they left my Houfe, which was whilft 1 was lain 
down, and they left them on my Table. 

(Signed) R' Sumner. 

Sworn before me 

this 15th March 1777. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


15th March. 

Governor General— I agree that Mr. Sumner’s Letter of this Date, with the Two Affidavits, be 
recorded ; I do not agree to the Examination of Monoher Dofs or Ramram Bofe, for the Rcafons 
which 1 have already given at the Time in which the Secretary made a fimilar Requeft to the Board 
at the lall Council. 

^ (Signed) 


Warren Haftings, 
John Clavering^ 
Richard Harwell, 
P. Francis. 


21 ft March received the following Minutes : 


Mr. Barwell— I make no Doubt that on the Face of the Proceedings, the Charge of improper 
Conduft brought againft Mr. Sumner, will appear to every unbiafled Reader to be groundlels, and 
that he will ftand as much acquitted in the Opinion of others, as he is in mine, of an Imputation (o in- 
jurious to his CharaAer. The Secretary was particularly direffed to a(k. Whether the Aumeens in- 
‘flifted Corporal Punilhment i To this Queftion he folcmnly declares. That Monohier Dols replied, 
that they ufed to punifli and flog Perfons who refufed Obedience to their Applications to them. 
Upon his receiving this Anfwer, it appears from thi^f^crctary’s folcmn Declaration, that, fati^cd 
with the Bufincfs of the Day, he retired to reft without minuting his Reply, defiring Monnohir Uols 
to commit what he faid to him to Writing. That upon his receiving the Franflation of the Anlwcr, 
and finding that fo effential a Part of the Anfwer tha?, had been given, had been omitted, and upon 
the Obfervation of the Governor General, that the Queftion was not anfwered, he had conwived it 
incumbent on him to fend for Monnohir Dofs, and repeat the Queflion : What could have bren the 
Man’s Motive for eluding in Writing the Faft he had mentioned by Word of Mouth, is only known 
tohimfclf: It is evident from what pafled fubfcqucntly, that he wiffied to decline committing to 
Paper what he had fpoken and that when he did commit it to Paper, it was with Reluttancc. Fhis 
flicws in a very ftrong Light that he was under the Influence of lomc Motives, little confiftent with the 
Ingenuity and Candour he ought to have obferved in delivering an Account of the Faefts within his 
Knowledge. His being prefled to declare what to his Knowledge was the Ulage ot the Country, touch- 
ing the Power '*f the Aumeens in former Governments, alters in no Reaped the hullnefs of his laft 
Reply to the Queftion, or brings the Truth of il into queftion : He would, if it had been in h's Pow- 
er, have declared in the Negative to the Queftion : This is plain, from his Attempts to elude a Reply, 
and when he found he w« not able to do ir, aitcfting the FacT I lhall pafs no Obftrvations on 
the Kefledions the General has thrown out, as I make no Doubt they will ftrikc every Reader upon 
the firft View of the Subjed j and that the Secretary will m con.equence ftand lully vindicated in 

their Opinions. (j^.^nor 

StL. Com. Rep. VI. * Y 
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Governor General — Left the Imputation which General Clavering has endeavoured to caft, both on 
Mr. Sumner and myfclf, in the following Words of one of his Minutes, entered in Confultation of 
the 14th loftant, viz. “ In Reward for his Service the Governor General has, I foppofe, made ihe 
" Propofition this Day for tlic Augmentation of his Salary,” fliould injure the Credit of that Gen- 
tleman in the Minds of his honourable Employers, I think it nccelfary to declare that it is more than 
a Month, and I believe I might with Truth affume a much more diftant Period, fmee I nave Mr 
Sumner an abfolute Promife that I would either propofc to the Board to raife his Salary to an'Equalitv 
with that of the Secretary of the General Department, or that I would aflent to the Requeft, if 
made by bimfelf in Form to the Board for the lame Porpofe. This Aflfitfrance I gave him equally 
from a Convidion of the Neceflity of affording that general Encouragement to an Office of fuch 
Triift and Importance, and of the Juftice which was particularly doe to his acknowledged Afliduity 
and Abilities in the Conduft of it. The Court of Direftors (if an Affair fo little important to their 
Inccrefts ftiould ever attraft their Notice) will judge whether it was probable that Mr. Sumner, in the 
precife Time in which he was preparing a Solicitation to the Board, effcflual Succefs of which de- 
pended on its receiving their unanimous Concurrence, (hould have deparfed frona that unbiaffed 
Attention to his Duty^which he had ever before beftowed on it, and draw bn himfelf the Refentnient 
of Two Members of the Council by an Aft advetfe to thena, of no Kind of Utility to me, and in 
itfelf diihonourable. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


General Clavcring—I can neither admit nor deny the Governor General’s Affirmation, th.it he 
had given Mr. Sumner an abfolute Promife a Month agO) that he would propofc to the Board an 
Encreafe of his Salary. The Faft, however, is, that tiic Propofition was never produced till Mr. 
Sumner’s Aftivity had obtained the defired Anfwer from Monnohir Dofs : The Caufes of Favour 
and Disfavour in this Government are afllgnable only to one Priociple independant of the Merit of 
the Perfons. 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 


Governor General — The greateft Part of this Morning being now elapfed, and this being probably 
the laft Time in which the Board will meet before .he Clofc of the laft Difpatches of the Scafon, I 
therefore defire to record the following Minutes and Propofitions, that the Refolutions of the Board 
may be taken upon them, and be fcnt Home in the Pfoceedjpg of this Department by the prefent 
Difpatch. 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter and Enclofures from Ramram 
Bofe, the Aumeen of Bettoreah, tranftated by the Interpreter to this Department. ^ 


Tranftation of a Perwannah, written by the Chief and Council of Moorlhedabad, to Ramram Bofe, 

Aumeen of Bettoreah. 

The Arzee which you wrote came to Hand, and has been underftood, 

Intelligence has juft been brought, that Maha Ranny Bowanny has reprefented to the Governor and 
Council, through her Vackeel, that you, upon your Arrival in the Country, fummoned the 
Tahflldars, Currumcharies, Pautwaries, and other Officers of the Moffufil, in order to receive their 
Accounts, and now detain them about you : That, further, Aninderam Paifficar leaguing with 
Praun Bofe, her confirmed Opponent, demands Jumma Kercche Accounts, which are not fpecified 
in your Inftruftions, and has difgraced thO Aiffiademy Necwccfs, and other Officers of the Moffufil, 
by beating them : That the Colleftions are b^ this Means impeded, and that fhe will be unable 
to anfwer her Engagement, if her Officers who have the Charge of the Revenues arc thus 
treated. 

The Ranny having concluded with praying, that fome Mcafures may be taken to prevent the like 
Impediments being thrown in the Way of the Colleftions in future, you are now Written to, to fend 
a Lift of the different Papers which you demand, as -ailfo a Lift of the Names of the Currom- 
charies and other Officers, faid to be detained by you, and another of the Amadeny Ncewcefs Offi- 
cers and others, faid to have been beaten ^y Aninderam : You will alfo report, whether any Eva- 
flons have been ufed by the Moffufil Officers, in delivering you the Papers fpecified in your 
Inftruftions. 

4 '' 

Tranftation of a Letter from Ramram Ram Bofe, in Anfwer to the Perwannah written him by 

the Chief and Council of Moorlhedabad. 


After the ufoal Beginning : 

Upon my Arrival at the Sudder Cutcheiry of Bettoreah, I fiift, agreeable to my Inftruftions, 
demanded the Sudder Huftabood and Jumma Wafel Baky Accounts, with their Subfidiary Papers. 

ts I fioin 
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f.om the Zemindarry Officers 5 and I have already tranfmitted a Lift of the Papers which were do- 
livered to me in confcquence. I was next^ by my Inftmdlions, to apply to the Sudder Farmers. 
In thefe there are no Farmers for the Pergunnahs \ but the Colleftions, both of tlie Suddtir 

and the MofFufil are carried on by the Zemindar j and I therefore required tlie Zemindarry Officers 
to make the Aumeeny Mohrirs of the fcvcral Pergunnahs attend me j however, to this Day, they 
have evaHvely only produced the Officers of 49 Mahals out of 68 (which is the whole Number 
including petty Mahals.) 

Inclofcd is a Copy of the Lift of Papers which I gave to fuch Mohrirs as have yet attended 
me. They have not yet given in many Papers which are neceftary to check the Sudder Huftabood 
and Jumma Wafel Bakee, with their Subfidiary Accounts. Some fay they will deliver them as 
foon as they can get them from the Country } but they have broke feveral Promifes which they 
made to deliver them within a certain Time. Others alledge that there arc none. Such are the 
Evafions of theft People, and thus Delay is occafloned in checking the Accounts of the Sudder 
Officers. 

I have never yet required the Attendance of the Tahfieldars, Currumcharrics, Pautwarrics, &c. 
from the Officers of the Zemindarry > nor have any of them attended at my Call. Aninderam 
Bucklhy has neither demanded the Jummakorcche Accounts, nor ever fummoned any of the Ama- 
deny Nuwefs Officers. I conftantly attend myfclf at the Cutcherry, and do not negletl the Bufinefs, 
and leave it to a Paifticar. In order to check the Jumma Wafel Baky Accounts delivered by the 
Sudder Officers, Aninderam demanded the Scab Accounts of the Shoomar Ncwccfs •, and upon his 
making fome Delays in delivering them, he reproved him ; but how Ihould he have thought of 
beating him ? 

The Huftabood and Jumma Waffel Baky cannot be fatisfaftorily afcertainecl without their Sub* 
fidiary Papers. It is neceffary to ufe Rigour to "make the Zemindar’s Office produce the Moftufil 
Officers, and furnifli the Papers •, but, agreeable to my Inftruflions, I have never yet fent a Peon into 
the Moffufil. 

The Zemindarry Officers procraftinate from Day to Day, although a Month and Ten Days are 
now clapfcd fince I arrived j all the Ameeny Mohtifrers have not attended me, nor have the Subfidiary 
Papers been delivered to me. It will be neceffary afterwards to have the Kutkinnadars of the Petty 
Farmers, and the Yatmaumdars of the Zubtc and Mufcoory Mahals, to attend me, in order to check 
the Sudder and Pergunnah Accounts •, but when (hall I be able to accomplilh that ? I have never yet 
required more than One Mohrur for each Pergunnah, which would never caufe any Obftruilion to 
the Collcdions. 


A L I S T • of Papers required from the Mohurrers of the different Pergunnahs. 

Papers belonging to the Huftabood. 

Yaikjare Huftabood, for Five Years back. 

Barije Yaikjarie, for D®. 

Huftabood of each particular Mozah, D°. 

Doulbundabut, for Six Years back. 

Nairuk Malguzary, for Five Years back. 

The Sunnuds (under the Seal of the Zemindar) 
of Lands formerly let to Farmers, but now 
Kafs. 

Daihabundy Mozajat Charges Colledions. 

Governor General*—! move that the following 
Moorfliedabad : 

Complaint having been made by Ramram Boft, the Aumecn of Bettorcah, that many of the Z^ 
inindarry Officers refufe to deliver to him the Accounts of the Collcdbions under their Charge^ and in 
other Kefpefts oppofe him in the Execution of his CommiflSon j wc hereby pofitivciy dirc^f, that on 
any Complaint being made to you, either from'him, or any other Aumeens who have been deputw 
into the Divifion, you do immediately take the moft cffedual Means to fupport and enforce OKir 
Authority, by carrying fuch Papers or the Collcdions at they (hall require, conformably ***' 

ftrudions, to be put into their Poffeffion » by compelling the Attendance of fuch Revenue Mohrirs as 
may be required By the Aumeens to explain them i and by arrefting and punilhing thole who Uial 
dare openly to oppofe or difobey the Orders of Government in theft Inftanccs. 

■ M,. Ba,wcll-I .gr... R. 


Papers belonging to the Jumma Waffel Baky. 

Jumma Waffel Baky for each Mozah, for D®. 

Milany Tahood, for Six Years back. 

Amount of Increafc, and Decreafe for Five Years 
back. 

Doulbundabufts and Cabooleat of she Farmers, 
for D*. 

Lift of Servants, with an Account of the Pcofton 
received or Land held by each. 

An Account of the Bazee Zaniecn. 

;.;l ■ 

Letter be written to the Chief and Council of 


Extrad 
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Extract of Mr, Francis’s Opinion on the fcvcral Propofjtions of the Governor General. 


I objeft to the propofed Letter to the Council of Moorlhcdabad, fince, under Colour of the fob 
lowing Words, bf arrtjlin^ and punijhing thofe who fiiall dare openly to eppofe or difobp the Orders of 
Government in tbefc fnflances, the Council of Moorlhcdabad, or their Officers, may inflict Corporal 
Punilhment ad libitum, by flogging, and other Modes of Torture. 1 do not myfclf poflefs, nor wifh 
to poflefs, the Power of infliiting Corporal Punilhment upon any Man at my own Diferetion ; of 
courfc I cannot delegate fuch a Power to another. As long as the Ranny of Hadjefliy pays her ffi. 
pulatcd Revenue to Government, wc can have no Right or Pretence to interfere in the internal Ma- 
nagement of the Zemindarry i nor of courfc to arrelf, imprifon, or punilh her Officers and Servants 
for refilling to deliver up the Papers belonging to her Family and Eftate. Befldes that under Colour 
of demanding Papers, and a fuppofed Refufal to deliver them, I know not what Adfs of Tyranny may 
not be cxcrciled by a Set of the lowed Men, fuddenly vefted with arbitrary Power over the Perfons 
and Property of a timid, helplefs People, That they will tax the Country for their own Ufe, is one 
of the fmalled Evils to be apprehended from the Edablilhmenc of the prefent Inquifition, When the 
Lafh is once raifed, when Tortures may be threatened and put in Praflice at the Dilcretion of an 
Aumecn, what Confidcration is to limit him to the Gratification of One Paffion only ? And whither 
lliall the wretched Viftim of his Cruelty fly for Proteftion, when every Thing he docs is done in the 
Name and by the Authority of a Government, under which the whole Country trembles ? 

Great Pains have been taken to prove, that the Powers in queftion belonged to the Office of Au- 
mcen under the Mogul Government. The Time fpent in maintaining this Propofition would have 
been idly employed, if it was not meant to prepare Precedents for Praftice, 1 neither admit the 
Exidence of fuch Precedents, nor will I in any Shape be a Party to the Praiflice fuppofed to be war- 
ranted by them. 


Extradt of General Clavcring’s Opinion on the fevcral PropoGtions of the Governor General, 


Propofition the Fourth. 

A Letter to the Council of Moorfhedabad, to punifli the Officers of the Zemindarry of Ra- 
diffiaw, on the Complaint of the Aumcen and his Dependants. 

This Letter, partly dilated by Mr. Haftings, and partly written with his own Hand, exhibits in 
fo lively a View the State of Civil Society in Bengal, and particularly the Condition of the-great Ze- 
mindars, that I moll humbly intreat the Court ot Direftors to give it a few Moments of their Atten- 
tion. They will judge whether the Supreme Court of Judicature, which Mr. Haftings has faid was 
a Bleffing to this Country, has had yet that EfTedl:; or whether, in any Country where any Kind ot 
Laws are cxifting. Men, and particularly the Officers of a great Zemindarry, may be taken up on the 
Complaint of a low Man ((tiling himfclf an Aumecn, or the Delegate of an Aumcen) confined and 
flogged for not obeying Orders, of which he is entirely ignorant. 

1 he Court of Diredtors know that the Inftrudlions to the Aumeens were not even communi- 
cated to the Provincial Councils by Government ; and, unlefs private Orders have been given lo 
them by the Governor General in his new Office, by virtue of the Power which he has alTumed 
of fo doing, they too muft be ignorant whether the Orders of Government are difobeyed or 
not, but muft flog every one at the Diferetion of the Aumcen. 

The Court of Diredtors, I hope, will forgive me if I refufe fixing my Signature to this Letter. 
I will not authorize, with my Name, the Commiffion of the Enormities wnich it may produce; 
moreover, I confidcr it as owing its Exiftence to the fame vindidtive Spirit which is let loofc on the 
Ranny of Burdwan, Mr. Goring, Mr. Rofcwcll, Mr. Wordfworth, and Mr. Fowke. I apprehend, 
whilft the Zemindars and Farmers pay their Rents pundtually. Government has no Right to intcr- 
pofe its Authomy in the Management of their private Affairs, or their Zemindars. I confidcr 
therefore every interpofition of the Authority of Government with them, further than to compel 
them to pay their Rents, or for Purpofes of Police, as fo many Adis of Oppreflion and Tyranny; 
againft the Excrcifc of which the late Adt of Parliament was intended as a Relief ; why it has not 
had this Effedl, I moft ardently hope the Legiflature will invcftigatc. 

(Signed) J. Clavering. 


To 
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To Mr. Edward Baber, Chief, &:c. Provincial Council of Revenue at MooiflieJabad. 

Gentlemen, 

Complamt having been maJe by Ram Ram Bofe, tiic Aumcen of Betroreah, that many of the 
Zemindary Officer?! refufe to deliver to liim the Accounts of the Colleflions under their Charge, 
and in other Refpeds oppofc him in the Execution of his CommUTion, we heieby pofuivcly di- 
reft thac on any Complaint bung made to you, either from liim or from any of the other Aumcens 
who have been depuicd into your Divifion, you do immediately take the mod efitdual Means to 
fupport and enforce their Authority, by caufing fuch Papers of the Collediuns as iliey lhall re- 
quire. conformably to their Tnilrudions, to be put into their Pofieffion, by compellii.g tl^e Atten- 
lince of lech Mohirers as may be required by the Aumeens to explain them, and by arrelling and 
pun.Ihing thofe who (hail dare openly to oppole or dilbbey the Orders ot Government in thefe 
Initanees. 

We are, 

Fort William, 
the 14th March 1777. 


General Clairering— I have ligncd a Letter, of the Date of the 14th Inflant, direded to Mr. 
Alexander Higginfon, Chief and Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, acquainting them that 
we have removed Mr. John Rofewdl, in Conformity to the Orders of the Court ot Diredors ; but as 
he has not been fummoned belore the Council, nor any Copy ot his Charge given to him, 1 
proteft againfl: the Proceedings of the Board, and the L,eiter written in conlcqucnct ot >t. 

I have fioned, in Conformity to the Orders or*the Court ot Diredors, a Ltiicr, dakd the 14th 
Inftant, to The Calcutta Committee, acquainting them that we have vacated Mr (jotni'p Seat at 
that Board. As I conlider the Refoliition on which this is grounded totally irregular, and contrary 

to tht Orders of the Company, 1 proteft againft all the Conlequences It may have. 

I have fisncd the Letter, dated the 14th Inftant, to the Council of Burdwan, authorizing that 
Council to place Baliadore Sing in the Confummany Depaitment of the Rajah of Burdw.»n,m 
Conformity to the Orders of thc^Courc of Diredors , but declare 1 d.fayow any Right in the Go- 
vernor General and Council to make this Appointment, and hold myfelf not refponfible lor the 

i char »a Counai of M..,n.a.i.;a •. m, R. f.n, f., 
this Refufal are ftated at large : I do not hold myfelf refponfible for the ^jy^ring. 

Mr. Francis— I have refufed to fign * this Letter, 


Extrad of the Governor General’s Minute, in Anfwer to General Clavering. 

4t!i Whether the Mcafure of deputins Aumeens to inveftigate 
exp'SienTor proper in itfelf, is a PoL wldch the Court of ;^[:X;";re h Du 

difputed that?t wasaformalandconftitutional Ad hLfla 

Government to fupport and give it its due Effed. J he Gencr g i.'orbearance or 

Cenfure which he has paftiid on the Supreme Court of Judicature tor 

Inefficacy to check an Evil of fuch Enormity, if he had ‘ ‘ 

given to the Aumcens, and wliich was no more than to demand t c p ^ctuiirc the At- 

of the Public Revenue, which arc the allowed Property of Government ; and to raiuire the A 

tendance of thofe who were in Charge of them, and who Puniflimeiu than die Briiilh 

vtrfal Senfc of the People, will ^adjudged to dderve * "^''njfjbedicnce of its Commands, or an 
Government has yet inflided on Offences ot this Kind, for a 

open Oppofition to its Authority, , . , nrpiter Len^tli than I either 

Theli; Obfervations on the General’s Minute having been mment^on tint of Mr Francis, to 
intended or fufpeded, I fhall forbear to make any particular Comment on tint ot Mr. 

which I believe the fame Arguments will ferve equally tor a cj y. 


Z z 


Sel. Com. Rep. VI. 


Extrad 
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ExtraA of General Clavering’s Reply to the Governor General's Minute, 

4th. Till the Court of Direftors have dctci mined that the Aumteny Office eftablifficd under 
the fulc Authority of Mr. Hallings, independant of the other Members of the Board, is a con. 
ftitutional AA of Government, I fhall not think, it my Duty to fupport it. 

I have repeatedly faid, that the Members of the Government are totally ignorant of the Inftruc- 
tions given to the Aumcens. Their Correfpondence with the Governor General has never been 
communicated to the Board. Bcfides, is it probable that they would dare commit the Outrages they 
have done, were they not authorized f Mr. Haflings himfelf mentioned a Faft at the Board, of a Man 
being brought dead, and laid at the Aumeen's Feet, in the Dacca Dillrift. He ought to know whe- 
ther It be true that this Man had been punilhed, as it is reported, only a few Days before. In fhort 
it is incumbent on him to lay a true State of the Affair before the Council. The Papers the Aumcens 
require do not belong to Government, they are the private Accounts between the upper and under 
Farmers, in which I conceive Government has no Property, particularly when they pay their 
Kents. [ could not have imagined, that the humble Entreaty I made to the Court of Diredors, to 
read Mr. Haltings’s Letter to the Council of Moorlhedabad with Attention, in order to inform their 
Judgments concerning the State of Civil Liberty in Bengal, aiyl particularly to obferve from thofe Or- 
ders how far the Eftablilhment of the Court of judicature has anfwcred the ExpcAations of the Public 
in that refpeft, would have been deemed a fcvcrc Cenfure on the Court. But Ihould Mr. Hallings’s 
Conclufion be warranted by any legal Authority, then indeed a Profecution for a Libel, or a Con- 
tempt of the Court, would fully compleat the Pifturc of the State of Civil Liberty in 
Bengal. 

(Signed) J CUvering. 


Extraft of Mr. Francis’s Minute, in Reply to the Governor General. 

3. “ It cannot be difputcd, that the Mcafoneof 
“ deputing Aumcens was a formal and conftitu- 
“ tional Aft of Government.” 

When the Truth of this Pofulon has not only been difputcd, but formally and repeatedly denied, 
by Two Members of the Government, and when this very Point has divided the Opinions of the 
Council for fomc Months part, I know not in what Terms to anfwcr an Allcrtion, that it cannot he 
difputcd, 

4th. “ That the Papers to be demanded by 
“ the Aumeens arc the alkwtd Property of Go- 
“ vernment,” 

The Governor is at Liberty to prove the Affirmative, if he can j but he has no Right to fay, that 
the Point in dilpute is allowed. The Accounts in queltion arc not the Property of Government, nor 
can ihey poffibly be obtained but by the Excrcifc of Powers, which (as the Governor General ob- 
• RevfnHcOcpi fcrves in • another Phice) “ the Mogul Government was formerly ufed to delegate to Men en- 
Hth mIk™’ “ "'■tb the fame Office and which, he fays, it is not impoffible the prefent Aumeens may 

m:< fuppole thcmfelvcs poffeffed of 5 that is, of adminiftering Corporal Punilhment ad libitum. The 

Supreme Court of Judicature, I truft, will intcrpolc between the Natives of this Country and the 
Exercil'e of fuch arbitrary Powers over them : It is not a Cenfure of any Aft, or Omiffion pf the 
Judges, but the Affertion of a Faft too notorious to be denied, that the Natives of Bengal have 
not only neither Liberty nor Property left, but that they have not even the Care and Proteftion which 
the inol\ arbitrary Government, for its own Sake, ought to impart to its Slaves. 

As this is the laft Opportunity we (hall have of addreffing the Court of Direftorsfor many Months, 
I beg Leave to remind the Board, that the Rcfolution of the 27th of September in the Kevenuc 
Department in which the Accounts of Cantoo Baboo’s Farms were ordered to be made out on a 
Motion from the Governor, has not been carried into Execution and that the Thirty Lacks of 
Rupees which were ordered on the 4th of November, have not been depofitcd in the new Fort. 

(Signed) -P. Francis. 


.Mr. Farrar’s Opinion on the Legality of the new Office for obtaining Materials to ferve a? the 

Grounds of a new Settlement 

The office in qucllion, I colleft from the Governor General’s Minute propofing it, is dlablilhc-l 
for the avowed Purpole of obtaining accurate States of the real Value of the Lands, as the Grounds 
whereon to form a new Settlement of the Territorial Acquifuions and Revenues of thefc Provinces •, a'’J 

Iro.Ti 
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r m Refolution confequent tiicrcon, I furchcr colleft, tliat it is to be f Ut 

"^ndcr the ConduA of One or Two Covenanted Servants of the Company’s, afliftcd by a Dewan, and 
^'1 cr Officers, cither Iclcfted from the Officers of the Khalfa, or occafionally chofen for fpecial Ctm- 
^' ifions: That for the Sake of Difpatch, all Orders illucd from this Office, tor the Execution of 
r'-h particular Services as lhall have received the general Sandion of the Board, arc to be ilToed in 
the Name of the Governor General, and the Controul of fuch Office committed to his immediate 

^*Such is the avowed Purpofe of the Office in queftion, and fuch the Mode of condofting tlic lame ; 
d from what is avowed, I am for the prefent to conftder, how far the Meafurc is, or is not, legal % 
s ffiould the Limits at prefent preferibed be hereafter exceeded, that would be an Abufe of the 
Authority, not a Proof of the Illegality of the Authority itfelf. ... 

The Power thus given to the Governor General is divifiblc into Two Parts, each feparate and 
diftind from the other : And accordingly, I ffiall confider it, 

tft. How far it is legal for him to iffoc, or caufc to be iflued in his own Name, Or- 
ders to the Servants of the Company, or others, for their Government in the Company’s 
Affairs, though fuch Orders have prcvioufly received the Sanftion of the Board. 

ad. How far the Controul of any Office or Body of the Company’s Servants can be 
legally committed to his immediate Charge. 

As to the Firft Part : It applies only to fuch Orders as ffiall have previoully received the general 
<!anftion of the Board i in rcfpcia to luch, therefore, it is neceflary to conlider, what is rcciuilite 
bv the prefent Form of this Conftitution, for the making them cffcaual. By a Standing 
the Court of Dircaors, which, not being incompatible with the late A 6 t of Parliament ( 13 th of Hi 
MaSr chap 6 ^ I hold ft 11 to be m Force, all Letters and Orders con equent upon any Con- 
of I’oi!, arc , choired ,o be lignrd by ever, “" 1 *" P'' 

not apply, nor merit t-onlioi ration , „ q.j... ,i,.,ii be iifucd either trom the UInce m 

to make a Relolution, that aft or 7 any One Member of Ad- 

queftion, or any other, i q r>f the Board or cxpitiTive ot their Auihoiiiy, is not 

miniftration, and not figned by the to the Standing Order before mentioned, 

only fo far as the Cafe m queftion ^ “f P^^ but has moreover a direfc 

and therefore in my Opinion an illegal , . ; for, if the Board can, by 

Tendency, as I conceive, to an Uiurpa lo 1 ^ bev may, upon the lame Principle, 

their own Aft. annul any One but by h.s own 

annul every one : The Servant may - be vain to comment. 

Aa, arbitrarily veft that Power in hii^lf. On luch a iJocc I _ 


in 


% arbitrarily veft that Power in , Member of Admmiftr.ition concurring 

I am therefore of Opinion, for thefe Re . , . . J jl . and that luch of the Com- 

the Relolution in queftion, ads “"j ^ do fo bkewife. 

« nav Ohed cnce to Orders iflucd in the Mannu proj >ic 


pany’s S;rvants as pay* Obedience to Orders^. uecOn tne^ Mannu l-f-;--- ^ office 

As to the Second Fart ; ^ k A, .11 not deem it expedient to bring before the Board > 

in queftion j that is, in all luch Matters as .c Minute, and carrying it by Ins own Calling 

for It is tlcar to Demonftranon, ‘'I' Office for the Execution of7«c/.r partkular ServUcs 

Vote accordingly, that all Orders iffued 7 o ^ i m.ll be written in his Name, t!iat he does not 
as ffiall have received the Sandion brought befo and receive the Sandion of, 

mean that all Services wdifcnmnately ffiall be otmy .governor General, who has the immc- 
the Board : If not all, therefore, it can only be fuch a* the uover 

diatc Controul, ffiall think proper to lay b,. Meafurc under Confideration, I muft pre 

By Way of elucidating my Opinion on this Part ot General and Council can neither ex- 

mifv; .ha. I Uy i. down a. a t irll S"Sly ^f*. »l!vai«ly av well aa .n- 

tend or cootnft their own rowers, loch as ‘ 1 . owiIa^ : The I'owcis veiled in tin. 

dividuallyi fuch they cannot m any ® Powers veiled in like Manner in each Mem- 

Governo? General by Law, they cannot ‘ Recourfe mull 

ber, they caniiOt diminiffi •. and lo J®, , firft in neneral 'Perms, veils the wAc/r Oo- 

bc had to the Ad of P,arliament above nKnnon« • ^ ,ben direds. that m all Ca le, 

vernment of thefe Provinces in the Governor Ge^ra and Lou , 

whatever wherein any Difference of r)„;„;on and Decifion of tl.e Majority <ft thoft pre- 

tion, they ffialtibc bound and concluded by the Optio “ * • ,^13 Government lhall be de- 

fent ; which plainly implies, I conceive, tha al he Mealt e ^ bo,^, 

- , __.r ho. the Governor General anu »-ui , p, am who ffiall 


lent; whicn plainly impucs, x and Louncii, hi iLnvy.M ^ 

liberated upon, and decided by, the Governor , j ^ny pait of ilieir Power, ami who ffiall 
nate to them, to whom they ffiall have previoully delegate ^b, of parliament. 

be immediately dependant upon, and ani jfclare, that in my Qpmion, it militates i . 
As to the Meafurc in queftion, I hefitate not to declare, Sp.r C 
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S^Virlt of the Aft of Parliament; and that, fo far as it daes, it' is (independant of every other C(^n- 
lideracion) clearly illegal. I here beg l.eave^^o rake a more com prchen five View of it, and us nc' 
ctfiary Confeii'.icnces : It eftablithes a temporary Olnce under the Coinpany, and to the Dilchar^e nf 
all (he Duties thereof, appoints Covenanted Servants of tlic Company: This new Office, front the 
general Idea given of the Bofinefs to be committed to its Charge, rnult necclfarily be of the utmo\\ 
Importance to the Company’s Affairs : Its Operations nre avowedly to i'erve as the Bafis of iIk- new 

bctiljmenc; that is, of the Plan to be adopted for the future Management and Government of the 

whole Tenicorial Acquilitions and Revenues of thele Provinces: Of the Office thus compofed, and 
for thele Purpofes, the Conlroul is committed to tlie immediate Charge of the Governor General ; that 
is, is put under the immediate Government, Power, Authority, or Reflraint ot the Governor Gene- 
ral, (lor the Word Controul, as here introduced, can bear no other Acceptation) and the Governor 
General is no ways amenable to the Board for his Conduft ; and yet/nocwithftanding, it is contended 
that all this no ways interferes or clafbes with the Government of this Prcfidcncy, or tlie Orderin^i 
Management, and Government, of the 'Perritorial Acquilitions and Revenues thereof : Of thefe who 
(bus contend, I wouid afk, vvliethcr the Perfons who furnifli the Materials, and build the Foundation 
ot any Work or Plan, or thofe who only determine on the particular Mode in which fuch Materials 
fliall be applied, «ind the Supeiflrufture or Plan on fuch Data finilhed, bear the more impuuani 
••Part ? or at lead (which is all. that is neceffary to my Purpole) whether the former bear no Share at 
nil in the Plan when nccomplilhed ? It furely cannot be anfwercd in the Negative. To apply n.y 
iVr)[rofition then to the Subjtft under Confideration, the grarici and primary Objeft i®, the Fonriaticn 
of a new Settlement. A Number of People, partly compofed of the Company’s Covenanted Ser- 
vants, partly ot Seivanrs pro hac Vice, under tlie immediate Controul of the Governor General, arc 
to furnilli tlie Data, and lay the Bafis *, and the Governor General and Council arc afterwards, trom 
fuch Materials, to fix on the Mode only in which the Objeft may be bell nccomplilhed. And thus, 
through the Medium of an indcpeiulant Authority, Afts of the moll eflential Nature in the Manage- 
ment and (lovernmcnt of the territorial Acquifitions and Revenues, may be done; and from fuch 
:Aft.s, whether mediately or immediately done by any Member of Adminiflration, or others, inde- 
pendant of the general Controul, I think the fame Conicquences relult: And as the Aft of Parlia- 
ment (as before Ihevvn) veils the general Government in a Majority of the Governor General and 
Council i and the Refolution of the Board now under Confideration (if it may be fo called where 
the Member with the Calling Vote, fits, votes, and by the Calling Voice alone inclines the Balanc^Jn 
his own Favour) veils a particular Parc of it in the Governor General fcparately ; I think the Board 
by I'uch Rciolution diminilh their own conftitutional Powers, by cncreafing thole of the Governor 
(itT.er.il’s ; and that in fo doing they difpofe of what they have no Right to give or to receive from 
any Authoiity, lave the Legillative. I’o conclude; if under the Aft of Parliament the Governor 
General did not pofTefs the Power in queftion, nothing can be clearer in my Opinion, than that the 
iMMrtl could not confer it upon him ; and it is plain that he did not, by his allcing it of the Board. 

1 am therefore of Opinion, for the Reafons above contained, that the Power in qudlioii is wholly 
illegal, In any other Light, lave as to its Legality or Illegality, it is not my Province to view the 
iMeaiure. 

(Signed^ Tho» Farrar, 

Calcutta, 

tlic yth of December 1776. 

, Extract of General Claveiing’s Addrefs to the Court of Direflors, dated loth May 1777. 

Tlic unbridled Sway with which the Aumcens have afted in the DiHrifts, having been the Subjeft 
of much Controverfy in the Council, and the Governor General in his Minute of 4th April, 
luiving fent you the Defence of the Aumcen in Radifliai, 1 beg Leave to tranfmit for your Infor- 
mation the Depolicion of Gungader Roi, a Writer in that Diltrift, in Contradiftion to that Defence. 
If the Faft be true as he has Hated it in his Affidavit, I trull, Gcnilcmcn, you will think with me 
that the Intcrell of Humanity, as well as the Profperity of this Country, is concerned in making 
liim a public F.xample : With this View I carried him to Mr. Jullice Lemaitrc, where he underwent 
a moil fcrupulogs Examination ; and do propofe to llipport him in a Civil Suit for Damages againll 
the Aumcen, in order that the Faft may be fairly examined and tried. 

I beg Leave likcwife to tranfmit the Petition of a Zemindar againll another of the Aumcens, 
who has been removed upon ir, but no Punillimcnt affigned liim. 

In the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. 

S Gungador Roy, — ^ Plaintiff, 

and 

Shatabofe and Loll Mahomed, Defendants. 

Gungador Roy, of Ragonot Poor in the Province of Bengal, Inhabitant, makeih Oath and 
faith, That he was, on or about the Month of Cottick, Bengal .^ra One thoufand One hundred and 
^ ^ Eighty-two, 
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Bglicy-two, mfwering to the Month of Oflohet One thoufeod Seeen hon.hetl anj Scvenlv n»e, 

Mozundar, who was Aumeen to Rajah Kamkilicn, who was the 
Izardar of the Diftria of Dinaporej and that he, this Deponent, afted in that Capacity for Sixteen 
Months. And this Deponent further faith. That on or about the Twenty-feventh Day of Maug, 
Bengal ^ra One thoufand One hundred and Eighty-ihrce^ anlwcring on or about the Sixth Day of 
February One thoufand Seven hundred and Seventy feven, this Deponent was orvieied by Rajah 
Rainkiflen to carry the Papers of the Htiftabood, which was in his this Deponent’s Cullody, 
to the faid Shutabole, who was holding his Cutcherry at Batnagore •, and as the faid Ramkilfen in- 
formed this Deponent, was appointed by Government as Aumeen to fettle the Hulhbood for the 
enfuing Year. And this Deponent further faith, That when he arrived at Batnagore, the faid 
Shatabofe demanded of this Deponent all the Papers of the Huftabood of Dinapore for hive Years 
preceding, to wit, from the Bengal Year One thoufand One hundred and Scventy^eiglu to One thou- 
fand One hundred and Eighty-one •, to which this Deponent anfvverctl. That he had only the Papers 
belonging to the Farm of Dinapore for the Year One thoufand One hundred and Eighty-two; 
that Nurfing Baboo, Cantoo Baboo’s Brother, was the Farmer of Dinapore for the Bengal Years 
One thoufand One hundred and Seventy-eight to One thoufand One hundred and Eighty-orte, his 
Servants therefore ought to be applied to for the Papers of thofc Years ^ that he, tliis Deponent, 
had them not ; but that he, this Deponent, would deliver the Papers he polkned for the Bengal 
Year One thoufand One hundred and Eighty-two, which was all he could deliver, he having only 
ferved the Office of Mohory for that Time. And this Deponent further faith. That the faid Shaia- 
bofe direded him, this Deponent, to give in Writing who was the Farmer of Dinapore for the 
Time he, this Deponent, could not give the Papers : This Deponent again informed the faid Shata- 
bofe, That Nurfing Baboo was the Farmer from the Year One thoufand One hundred and Seventy- 
eight to One thoufand One hundred and Eighty-one. And this Deponent further faith, That he 
was on or about the Twelfth of Faugon fent tor to attend the faid Shatabofe, who infilled upon this 
Deponent’s producing the Papers belonging to the faid Farm of Dinapore for Five Years preceding 
this Deponent holding the Office of Mahory to the aforefaid Byrob Mozundar : And this Deponent 
again informed the faid Shatabofe, That it was utterly impoflible for him to produce Papers that 
never were in his Pofleffion. And this Deponent further lauh, I'hat the laid Shatabofe, on the 
Thirteenth of the faid Month of Faugon, ordered his Jemindar Loll Mahomed to tie his, this De- 
ponent’s Hands, and beat him till he produced the Papers of Dinapore Farm for the Five preceding 
Years 5 which Order was accordingly put in Execution by the faid Loll Mahomed, who alfo beat his 
Face. And this Deponent further faith, That the laid Shatabofe ^ave Orders to the faid Loll Ma- 
homed to bring Rattans j and gave Dircftions for Two Peons to beat him, this Deponent, fcverely 
with them *, he accordingly received about One hundred Strokes with the Rattans on the Back, as 
nearly as the Pain would permit this Deponent to judge. And this De|)onenc further faith, 'Fhat he 
was beat in this Manner till he fell down through the Violence of the Pain he had undergone : And 
further laith. That he was then fufpended by the Orders of the laid Shatabofe by the f eet, from the 
Top of a Bungalow near the Cutcherry *, and that in this Situation he received Twenty-five Stroke^ 
on the Bottom of his Feet, as nearly as his Situation, and the Violence of the Pain he this Depo- 
nent endured, enabled him to judge. And this Deponent further faith. That the laid Shatabofe 
then ordered him, this Deponent, to be taken down, and fent to Rajah Ramkiffien with his fiands 
tied before him i which was accordingly done by Two Peons. And this I3cponcnt further faith, 
That the faid Shatabolc is generally reported to ad under the Orders of the Eaft India Company \ 
and verily believes that hccxcrcilcd the above Cruelties over this Deponent as Aumcen, fent by the 
faid Company to fettle the Huftabood of the Diftrid of Dinapore aforefaid. And this Deponent 
further faith, That he faw the faid Shatabofe hold a Cutcherry at Batnagore aforefaid, receive Papers 
belonging to the different Farms in the Difirid of Dinapore, punifh Natives, and declare himfelf an 
Aumcen, come there to fettle the Huftabood of the Diftrid aforefaid on the Pait of the Company : 
This Deponent therefore verily believes him fubjed to the Jurifdidion of this Honourable Courts 
and that tbe faid Loll Mahomed is a Servant of the faid Shatabofe, and, as this Deponent verily be- 
lives, employed jn the Bufinefs of fettling the Huftabood of the faid Diftrid, and believes him alfo 
fubjed to the Jurifdidion of this Honourable Court. 

(Signed) 

Sworn this 7th of April 1777, 1 Gungador Roy, 

before me, i if' I.anguage. 

S. C. Lcmaitrc. 1 


Upon reading the above Affidavit, verifying to my 
requiring fuch Security, I do hereby order that a 
Shatabofe, and Loll Mahomed, authorizing the Sheriff to 
Three Thoufand. 


Wrong, 


Satisfadion a Cafe of enormous perfonai 
Capias do iffue againft the abovenamed 
take Bail in the Sum of Current Rupees 


A true Copy. 
(Signed) 


R' I/itchfield, 

Prothonotary. 


(Signed) 

S. 


C. Lcmaiftre. 


3 A 


From 


Sel. Com. Rep. VI. 
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From Rajah Gour Naut, Zemindar of the Nine Anna Divifion of Gora Gaut. 

Ram Churnd Roy, Aumeen, having arrived at the Cutcherry of Gora Gaur, repaired to r’ • 
Ilouic provided for his Kcce[)tion j and 1 fent my Buxy, Bov/anny Perfaud, to him, with a Prefr 
of Fruit and other Things, as is cuflomary. The Aumeen immediately ordered an Earthen Pot t,j 
be tied to the Neck of the Buxy; had him led in that Situation through the Bazar, and beat in ^ 
mod unmerciful and cruel Manner. Agreeable to your Orders I delivered over to him the Mo!ui-n' 
with their Papers-, but he has not looked into a fingle Account of the Hudabood. Hedcmm 's 
the Jumma Currutch for the l.dl Five Years ; and has treated Hur Goving Mohurir with preat ‘-■c- 
verity, and has put him in lions. He requires my own private Accounts ; and has punilhcd"" Hullcbv 
Gaunt, Naib of the Cutclicrry, with a Corah with great Cruelty. He has allb put Ran 
Gopaul, Shew Perfaud, and others, Mohuriis, in Irons-, and has alfo ordered 25 Pair more re 
Irons to be prepared. He has placed on Breje Kilhwur Coor, my Uncle, Ten Harearrahs an!! 
BurcundafTes, and confined him in the Cutcherry. On the Arrival of the Aumeen I went to pVy 
liifu a \hrit j but he immediately confined me alfo, and has not permitted me to po Home to cHc 
biate tlic Hooley. The Aumlah and Inhabitanrs are extremely alarmed at this Behaviour - th’ 
Colle^ilion.s are alio at a (land -, nor is there even the Appearance (/f a 1 /ight in ihe Cuichciry. 

A true Fi an fiat Ion. 

(Signed; R** Goodlad, 

Perfian I'ranllator. 


Copy of General Clavering’s Protefl to the General Letter, 

I had expected, conformably to my Requifition to the Governor General, that he would have in- 
furmetl the Court of Diredors in what Mode he propofes the future Settlement of the Lands in Ben- 
gal is to be made -, in Seventeen Days the old Leafes expire, and as yet the Council is entirely igno- 
rant what Mr. HalVmgs’.s Intentions are concerning it. The General Letter can hardly be called an 
Index, as it neither relates nor refers to the principal Incidents which have happened fince the Depar- 
ture of the lift Ship. The Refufal of Two of the Members to fign a Letter written in the Name of 
tlie Council, muft be deemed of fufficienc Importance to dcfervc to be noticed to the Couit of Di- 
rectors and the King’s Min ders, as only Realons of the molt weighty Nature can juftdy the Meaftire. 
I therefore proteft againft the Letter from the Revenue Department, and particularly againlt the In- 
feition ol the Two Paragraphs drawn up by the Secretary, mentioning the Increafe of his Salary, and 
the Kefufal of Mr. Francis and myfclf figning the Letter lately written to the Council of Moor- 
fhedabad, 

A true Copy. 

Revenue Dept R'* Sumner, Sec't 


Copy of Governor General’s Minute, dated 26th Marcli 1777. 

Fort William, 26th March 1777. 

Governor General, 

It was not till after the Clofc of the prefent Difpatches that I could allow’ myfclf an Opportunir}' to 
read Mr. Francis’s Minute, delivered to the Board on the 2irt February. It has occupied a lar^^c 
Portion of my Time to read it with the Attention wlucli was necefiary to attain a clear Undcrllanding 
of its Defign, Connexion, and Dedudions. I flirink with Apprehenlion from the Idea ofcnceiing on 
a minute and formal Reply to it •, and the more lb, as 1 find by the Conclufion of One Paiagraph near 
the bind, iliat Mr. Francis confiders me as fairly engaged v;irh him in an indefinite I'rain of Contio- 
verly, than which nothing is more foreign fiom my Intentions (I may add) from the Duties of my 
Station. 

Bur however dirpofctl I might be to enter the I .ills wirli him, I am in a great Meafurt precluded 
from it on this Occafion by the Manner m wliicli lie has thought proper to arm himlelf agauiil n c. 

I Ic profdlt s to introduce Thirty-eight cliliindt Piopofitiuns as mine, and marked as literal I dvtiM-is 
from my Minutes. 1 have no Doubt that they are faithfully extruded ; yet as tliey Hand, I cunicis 
that I Icarce know many of ih-mi wlien I meet them. 'They aic all ftated as fixed and univcrjal 
Maxims, though the greater were only redative Pofuions, and can only be underftood by the 
C'oniext, to which I liave no A^'cefs, becaulc 1 know not fnnn what Parts of my Minutes they arc 
taken, as tiiere is not a fingle Matk ol Reference anne.xed to any of them. If this be a fair Mode of 
Argument, it is not iuch as I fhould have thought myfclf at Liberty to ufe with any Opinions 
ot Mr. I rancjs i and 1 h()[)e that the next 'I'l.t.e he niay th;i k it proper to combat mine, he 
Will l)c picaled to iniorm me wlience he has gathered them. 

Idle Ib itr of the Minute (if 1 rightly undcril md it) is to prove rhac ilie Plan of Enquiry whirl , 
have Kuomniundcd, 1^ an Innovation unknown till the (Tovernment of Colfim Ally Kfiav/n ar .i diaC 
It IS mv Dufiuu to r.iilr t.hc greaicft pr'lFible Kcvci:uc ihanm the Provime, and to dcynvc tlic Zemin- 
dars ot their Inheritance. 


1 


There 



appendix, N’l,^ 


There are many ether Propofitions conranecl in the Minute, exclnhve of rhr P .nah, of 
thole which he Itaccs as mine j but all thde 1 rcgarii as l\)ints ot Jinre SprLuhuion, neither bclf‘nmnj_» 
to the original C^uclVion, nor ptrhaps applicable to any Purpol'e ot rcM Uie. For Inllaiue, OKwhat 
Confequence is it to the Management of the Revenue of Bengal at this Time, whether the lunima oi 
Bent Boll of Bengal, which was formed by Rajah loorul Mull 2 ;o Yeais .igo, continoni inviola .■ 
till the Government ot Jaffier Cawn, or whether it underwent many Cliao'/es m the piccedin'r IViiod 
Yet many Pages of Mr. Francis’s Minute arc filled with this finglc Subjei'f. In Anlwer to Vome Ob 
lervations of Mr. Francis in a former Minute, relpecling the Validity ot the Pumar, I had laid, that ii 
was grown obfolete. If what is now urged in Support ot the Pumar be only intended as a Retuta- 
lion of my AflTertion, I mult take upon myfdt the CInrge of having fumilhed an Occafion ot pio- 
trafting the Debate to fuch a Length on lo unprofitable a Subject ; ai d that 1 may nor be the Means 
of keeping it up much longer (as I cannot admit the Contradidion t(» be well founded; I lliall only 
rcMiiark that if theTumaris not obfolete ii inu^t at lealt exifi, and it will relt with Mr. francis to 
(hew where it is to be found. It is not in the Records of the C'anongoes, (or ih.it which they call the 
Tumar is the Aggregate of many Taxes added to the genuine Pumar, and differs cHentially both in 
Forms and Amount from the Abllra^l of it, which Mr. Francis has borrowed liom the Ayeen Ac- 
baree, and for which I prekimc he would not Iiave had Rccourle to that Book, it he could liavc found 
it in any of the official Records. 

If the Authority of the ancient Tumar is affirmed for any other Purpule, it nu il be eiil.cr to re- 
commend the Confirmation of it, ortlic Ajiplication of it at lealt, as a Bafis to a raw and pcimanent 
.Settlement. But either of thelc Purpolcs would be contrary to Mr. I rancisS Plan, long luxe it\om- 
mended by him to the Court of Diredors ; for in this he pro[)oli.s to lev'y a Pax on the Ih(W]nce, 
amounting, by my Calculation, to One-third more than the Sum of the 'Pumar Jumm.i, a-'d uiltcad 
of proportioning this AfTefTment to the Standard of the Y'umar, he ()ropoles to dilbibme u by ihc 
Medium Rate of the at^Uial Culleclions of the lall Three Tears. (Vuic Mr. Francisb Plan, Par. 50 . 
and 51 .) 

I fliall now reply to the Pofitions which I have Rated as the material Objeds of Mr. Francis’s 
Minute. 


id. 'Phat the Plan of Enquiry which I have recommended is an Innovation unknown till t!ic (io- 
vernmemt of CofTim Ally Cawn. 

To this it might be fuificient to anlwer, that the Plan of Enquiry which I have rcrommended is ex.iclly 
fimilar in its Nature and Defign to the Plan of Enquiry fird introduced by Pural Mull, on which he 
founded his Tumar, It is therefore no Innovation. The j^refent Government of Bengal polfefles equal 
Rights as a Government to thofe formerly held by King Acbar, and may witli ecju.i) jullicc caule .x 
new V.\luarion of the Lands to be made on the fame Grounds, and for the lame Purpolcs as he did. 
7'his Example, if it be Authority, will judify it in the prefent Indance. This was an At\ wuhout Pre- 
cedent or Law to fupport it, but his Will, which was ablolute. It is in vain to look for the Conihrution 
of a dclpocic Government in any other Principle. Yet, even in luch a State, Imeiell and Convcnieecy 
will always fandify old and fixed Habits, bccaufe of the Relpcd which is paid to them by the Bulk of 
the People, and becaufe the Advantages accruing from them arc certain, and may be loll by the Attempt 
to fubflliiite new Modes in their de.id. It is therefore probable, tlut if the Company’s Reprelema- 
tiv( s in Bengal had found the Conditutions of Turul Mul in Force, and the .icknowleJgcJ Standard of 
rt*rri:orul Projierty in the Country when they rook PoUelfion of ir in the Tear 17 ^ 5 , they would 
h ive adhered implicitly to it, as their Guide in the Colledion of the Public Revenue ; no; would they 

0 the r Sucedfors have had Recourlc to temporary and variable Expedients ot adjiilling the reciprocal 
Claims of the Government and the People. Mr, Francis admits that tlie Conllirution ot Bengal has 
undergone many Changes, even from the Accellion of Jalfier Caw’n, which includes a Space ot more 
than I lair a Century. In fo great a Length ot Time, and under fo many Revolutions as the (xo- 
vernmeru ot Bengal has fufFcred in the Couilc ol ir, it was not pollible that the ConditutKjn lo early 
infringed diould have recovered itlclt, or even that it ifiould n )t have almofl totally pciilhed. In 

1 dFecl, there are not now any Traces ot it in the Pradlicc ot the Revenre, nor liave been tor a Num- 
ber (A' Y ears preceding the Date of the Company’s Acquifidon ot the Dewanny. 1 lie lame Caule 
thcrdbie whicli induced King Akbar to edablini an equal and permanent Standard f()r the Collcdion 
of tlie Revenues in his Time, equally requires tliat the lame, or oiher Means as elficacious, be em- 


[iloytd for the fame Ends in this. • 1 -1 r 

1 liuugli this Reafoning appeair. to me conclufive to defend the Plan in (]uedion Ircjm the Charge of 
liinovation, yet as Mr. Francis has aficited that it was never once mtmduced till the 1 .me ot Colhin 
Ally Cawn, I lliall examine how fir tins AlTcrtion is lupportcd Ijv Pacts lublequent to the original 
Inveliigatlon made in the Rci<m of King Acbar. 1 pretend to no Knowledge of my own ; Injt tor my 
Sarisfaaion on this and other Subjeds, I have put lundry Ci^idhon . m Writing to the 1 wo C. mongoes, 
whieh. With their Anlwer, I have fubjenned as an .Appendix to tins Minute (N i 1 . by tin le 11 ap- 
p' ats, ih It a I ludabood (>r Valuation of the Lands was made m lo.ruiot tlie moil conhdei able l)i III kh 
•of Bengal, fo long ago as the Year irziCor lyZi of nur /Fra, in tl;e (mvernnunt ot the Nabob 
Jalhcr C.xwn, and that the lame Piadice was re,.eated by ilie Nazims, who luccecded him. 

1 bcdicve it would be no dilficult Matter to piove, that iIjIs ( uffom was yei <>t inuif. gic item Anti- 

In a Pcrfian Book cnuiled Remoojaul A iheerngherrc, v.hi:!) is wrll kno vn, ..n J in the 11 mds of 

many. 
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many, I have met with a Firmaun from King Arungzfbc to one of his Dewans ; which appears to nv 
fo much in Point that 1 have annexed a Tranflation ot it (N* 2 ). 

But, were other Proofs wanting, Mr. Francis has furnilhcd me with one, which, whether I regard 
it as valid or not, he is bound by his own Declaration to acknowledge as good 'Authority, 
Words arc, “Mr. Holwell affirms (Vol. I. Page 222 .) that every additional Tax on Land above 
“ Three Sicca Rupees a Beega per Annum, is contrary to the ftanding Law of the Empire, which 
“ until Allivcrdy Cawn’s Ufurpations, had been held facred and inviolable,” &c. Mr. Francis adds’ 
“ If there be any Proof to invalidate the Evidence of thefc Documents, it ought to be produced.” ’ 

If, as Mr. Holwcll affirms, every additional Tax on Land above Three Sicca Rupees a Bega is 
contrary to the ftanding Law of the Empire, it follows as an inevitable Confcqucnce, that every addi. 
tional Tax not exceeding Three Rupees a Bega, is authorized by the fame Law. 'f his Inference, in 
the Firft Place, totally invalidates Mr. Francis’s Do<5lrineof the Sandfity of the Tumar*, and in the 
Second it proves both the Legality and Pradtice of Huftaboods or new Valuations formed on a Mo- 
fuffil or local Scrutiny into the Colledlions; for it would be an Abfurdity to authorize new Impo- 
fitions on the eftablifhed Tax, and to prohibit an Enquiry into the Capacity of the Lands to bear it 
and it would be the Height of Injuftice in the Reprefentatives of Government pofteffing the Power of 
making fuch Enquiry to lay a heavy 7 ax on the Lands, without knowing if they were able to bear it. 
Now I have never heard of more than Two Ways of making a Huftabood, viz. either, ift. By new 
Meafurement and Appraifement of the Lands i or, zdly. By an Inveftigationof the adtual Culledions 
made on the old Appraifement. The Firft of thefc is liable to great Expcnce and Delay, and under 
Cover of ftridl legal Right, to much Oppreffion, The latter is liable to neither of thefe Defcdls: 
It will alw.ays prove an Eafc to the lowcft Clafs of the People, who the Aumcens can neither favour 
by Collufion, nor opprefs from Motives of Rapacity, becaufe of the Multitude of People who would 
be privy to fuch Tranfadlions, or Suftcrer£ by them. The only Perfons who would feel it as a 
Grievance would be fuch of the Zemindars or 7'alookdars as extorted a higher Rent from the Ryots 
than they could legally claim, or by Encroachments, or fidlitious Pleas for Remiffion, paid a lefs Rent to 
Government than was legally due. 

To fum up the Whole of the Arguments in a few Words. If it was lawful to levy new Taxes, it was 
lawful to afeertain the Means of levying and diftributing them, and thele Means were either proferibed 
or forbidden, or they were Icfntothe Diferetion of the ruling Power it will not be affirmed, that any 
Law exifts which either proferibes or forbids the Means neceftary for this End ^ they are therefore 
left to the Diferetion of Government j a Huftabood is therefore lawful, and is no Innovation. 

zdly. Mr. Francis has laboured to prove, That it is my Deftgn to raife the greateft poffible Re- 
venue from the Province, and to deprive the Zemindars of their Inheritance. 

I have joined both thefc Propofitions in one, becaufe one very ftiort Anfwer will ferve as a 
Refutation of both. 1 declare, that I have no Dcfign to raife tlie greateft poffible Revenue from 
the Province, nor to deprive the Zemindars of their Inheritance. In making this Declaration, I 
am entitled to Credit, becaufe, in the Firft Place, 1 am certainly the belt Judge of my own Inten- 
tions ', and in the Second, it would be the Heighth of Imprudence to make fuch a Declaration on a 
Point not ultimately dep^ing on my Will, if I really meant to ad contrary to it. 

But 1 will not ftop at this negative Declaration, it is my earneft Wiffi, and my united Objed; 
in the Enquiry which I have fet on Foot, to eftabliffi an equal, an eafy, and a perpetual AiTclTmcnt 
of the Public Revenue; to colled it through the Medium of the Zemindars, where they are ca- 
pable of the Charge, and to employ other Means, ftill referving to the Zemindars a fixed Pro- 
portion of the Nett Revenue arifing froy^ their Lands, where they are not. 

It was by no Means neceftary for me to make thefe Declarations, or to avow my own private 
Wilhes, at the Time in which I propofed the Inftitution of an Office for enquiring into the State 
of the Public Revenue, becaufe thofe Wilhes had no neceftary or immediate Connedion with it. 
Whether the Public Reventie was to be raifed or diminilhed, whether the Mode and Amount of it 


were to be for a limited Time, or for Perpetuity, were Points which it refted with a higher Power 
than mine, or of the Board united, to determine. Upon the Firft, we are in a Manner precluded 
from an Option : The Orders from the Court of Diredors invariably require, that the Revenue be 
kept up to its eftimated Amount, and difeourage the Allowance of Reroiffions. On the other 
Hand, it has been repeatedly recommended to them to allow of a general Abatement in the 
Rents ; and their Decilion upon this important Queftion may be expeded by the £rft Difpatchcs 
from England, which, as no very urgent Caufe requires it, it would be both imprudent and un- 
becoming to anticipate. As to a perpetual Settlement, we have no exprefs Authority to make one, 
nor would it be valid until confirmed by the Court of Diredors. My Deftgn, therefore, was no more 
than what I h-ave profelTcd, to eftablilh an equal AftcftTmcnt. This will be ufcful to any Mode ol 
Settlement, and is the only Bafts on which a permanent one can be formed, either with a View to 
the lulling Security of the Public Revenue or of private Property. Until I hear a better Objedion 
affigned againft the Eftablilhmcnt of an Equality in the AflelTment, than the Ibort Argument op- 
poftd to it by Mr. Francis, namely, that “ Ihifcing the Difpofuion of the Burthen will not ligbtf.” 
“ it,” 1 lhall not offer to affiird it any further Support, but leave it to Hand by its own intrinfic 
Strength, as a fclf-cvidcnt Propofition. 

(Signed) Warren Hallings. 

A true Copy. 

R^ Sumner, 


Secretary. 


N» 1. Qiieftw®* 
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N* i; Qucftions put to the Naib. Canongoes, and their Anfwers. 

Queftion ift. Is the Demand of the Sircar limited to tlie Toomar Jumnia, or may more be de- 
manded than the Toomar Jumrna r 

Anfwer to Queftion ift, by Sirrinirain Mdfta- Anfwcr to Queftion ift, by Gungo Govind Sing,' 
pha, Naib Canongoe. Naib Canongoe. 

The Toomar Jumrna is the Hrft Rule; (hould In the Reign of Mahomed Akber, Tode- 
it however appear, that any Place yields a Profit ul-Mul, who was DeWan of the whole Khalft, 
exceeding tlie Amount of this Jumma, and this formed a Toomar Jumma for all the Mohals of 
Excefs might be collefled without aflSifting the the Soubah, by eftablifliing a varied Rate per 
Ryotts, the Hakims may demand what remains Bega, and a Jumma on eafy Terms. All the 
of the Ainount of this Excefs after the Deduction Hakims afterwards in every Reign till the Time 
of the Serinjamny Expences of the Zemindars. of Kiffaiet Khan, formed a Jummabcindy at a 

higher Rate, proportionably to the Profits, and 
encreafed the Jumma. The Jumma was after- 
wards augmented in various Jaghicr Mohals, and 
. as thefe were refumed, all the repeated An- 

nexations to the Jumma, by the Means of which 
the Jumma had been raifed to a confiderablc 
Amount, were in a Courfe of Time included in 
the Toomar Jumma, and became a Part of the 
Regal Revenues. While the Regal Authority ex- 
ifted, no one could remit thefe repeated An- 
nexations} when the Regal Power declined, various 
Mahtoots, &c. were fuperadded, but not in- 
. . • t eluded in the Regal Jumma. Adverting to 

* former Cuftom, both the original Toomar Jumma 

r and the Additions appertain to the King, and 

the Toomar JunVma only docs not limit the Regal 
^ Revenue. 

Queftioh 2. tlie Toomar Jumma deftgned for the Zemindar and Talookdar, or for the Ryots ? 

Anfwcr ad. Anfwer ad. 

The Tobmar Jumma is neither formed for the A Toomar Jumma is fettled feparately for 
Zemindar and Talookdar, nor for the Ryots ; . every Ryot in every Village, and for the Nankar 
but in ordet to ftate the ani\ual Value of the Muckecdumay, and other Expences being de- 
Country, of which the Zemindar, Talookdar, duAed ■, a Bundoobuft has been fixed for tlie 
and Ryots, pay the Revenue to Government. Zemindars } the Tq(g|na Juouna therefore is dc- 

figned for totb. 

Queftion 3d. In what Year was the Toomat Jumma formed ; ip what Year did it become in Force; 

and how long did it continue in force ^ 

Anfwcr 3d. Anfwcr 3d. 

Raja Tode-ul Mul, one of the King’s Mufted- ■ RajaTodc-ul Mol arrived with Muncem Khan 
diet, formed the Toomar Jumma in the Reign of khan Khariarf, in the Ijth Year of the Reign of 
Akber } and it prevailed in the Shcrifta ot the Mahomed Akber, or in the Year 966, B. S. which 
Khalfa, and in thcTuneawsof the Jagheirdars, 'is 2t8 Years Before the prefent Date, and took 
till the Time of theNabob JaffierKhan Naflary. the Country of Bengal from the Afghans. Me 
In the Time of the Ns^b Shujah ul Deen Ma- afterwards applied himfelf to the Settlement of 
homed Khan, a Tufhkees Jumma was affixed in the Country, and in a Courfe of Time formed the 
ibme Places, from a Review of the JunSma Toomar Jumma. I do not know the exaift Year 
Waflil Bakee of the Ten Years preceding, be- when it was formed and became in force; but it 
caule the Revenue had fallen into Arrears; and remained in force till the Time of Jafficr Khan, 
this Cuftom prevailed till the Time of the Nabob or the Bcp^l Year 1133. 

Jafiier. Ally Khin’a Firft Adminiftration ■, but * 

from the Time of Coffim Ally Khan, the Cuftom 
of the Toomar iU|d Tufl^etis have b^ abolilhed, 
and the CuftooTof a Huftabood been fubftituted 
in its Place.' 


*' Queftion 4th. At *hat Times have the fuccclfivc Mahtoots taken place ? 

Anfwer 4th. Anfwer 4th. 

In the Clofe of the Year 1133, B. S. in the The Fielkhanna Article, and Mahtoot, and 
Time of Nabob Jafficr Khan, the Articles were fome other Articles, were fixed in the Time (« 
Sat. Com. Rep. VI. 3 B Shujah 
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fixed of the Sherilhta Woojeaut Khafs Naveefy, Shujah ul Dowla, and the Chout, 
the Mahtoots for the Wages of the Seriflitadarsi Time of 
the Pooltabundy of Laalbaug, and the Kclla of 
Mooj (hedabad. Afterwards, from the Beginning 
of 11^4 to the B‘nd of 1157, in the Nabob 
Shujah-ul Dcen, Mahomed Khan's, and the Nabob 
Seilras Khan's, and the Nabob Mahobet Jung’s 
*Tlmc, there was a Mahtooc for the Fielkhanna, 
and other Cattle, &c. The fixed Mizerana, 

Munfoor Gunge and Gour Bricks; and after- 
wards, from the Beginning of 1158, the Mohrat- 
ta Chour, Chunam, &c, and afterwards from the 
Beginning of 1167, the Abwab of i| Anna Serf, 
and from the Year 1177, a Mahtoot for the Coft 
of Khclauts (which was before a Bufinefs that 
ufed to be tranfafted by Jugguc Sect’s Houfc) 
and all thcle Articles were included in the 
Jumma. 


Mahabct Jung. 
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Qiieftion 5th. In what Diftrift was the Firft Huftabood formed after the Settlement of the Toomat 
Jumma; in what Diftrids were they afterwards formed; from what Place; and in what 
Year ? 


Anfwer /5th. 

There is no Trace of the Huftabood Pradicc 
in the Time of the Nizamut of J.iffier Khan 
Nii/reery. In the Beginning of the Year 1134, 
in the Time of the Nabob Shujah iil Detn Ma- 
homed Khan, Alkim C hund, Ruy Royan, a Mut- 
feddy of tlie Khalia Sherefa, examined the Jum- 
ma Waftil Bakey Account of ihc Mohals of the 
Soubah for the 'Pen preceding Years ; and in 
thofe Diltrids from which old and recent Balances 
were due, ftntioned Aurnils, and formed aTufk- 
kecs Jumma oi the additional Sum ; which he 
dil'cov( red by the Huftabood Valuation, after the 
Detluc^ion of the Nankar, &c. and the Serinjam- 
my Expenres. However, it appeared by this 
Mcde that the Toomar Jumma was too high a 
Kate for the Cbuckla of Houghly, Hidglcc, 
Gowra Gaut, jeflbre, &c. But Rajah Kccrcl 
Chnnd, a Mutleddy of th<^Khalfah Shercefa, af. 
terwards, in the Time of Mahobet Jung, or in the 
Year 1 158, re-annexed the Abatement which had 
been allowed in Icveral Diftridls, and made a Set- 
tlement for 'Pwo or Three Years j and the Col- 
lec^lions were carried on accordingly to the Time 
of the Firft Adminiftration of Jaffier Ally Khan, 
The Nabob Coftim Ally Khan formed a Zilla- 
hundee of the Mohals of the Soubah, deputed 
Aiimils into the Purgunnahs Poornea, Badorc, 
anti Beerbhoom, Bifticmpore, Havcly, Pinjia, &c, 
and eftablifhed the Sherifhta of a Huftabood. 


Anfwer 5th. 

Birgey Bulliib Croiey was appointed to the 
Office of Crorey of Pergunnah Ukra, &c. in the 
T ime of Rogooram, Zemindar in the Year 1128, 
B. S. and to the Office of Crorey of the Chuckla 
of fJoLighly, in the Year 1130 who meafured 
the Land, and fettled a Jummabundy, and 
formed a Huftabood. Ram Kiffien Crorey and 
Mirtunjee Crorey, and others, alfo formed an 
Huftabood, in order to realize the Revenue of 
feveral Diftritfts, The Cuftom afterwards com- 
menced in the Time of Coffim Ally Khan* 


Qiieftion 6t!i. Can the Hakim take the Authority from the Zemindar, and veft it in a Sczawill, or 

Muttahew. or a Farmer? 


Anfwer 6th. 

It is a Maxim confirmed by Cuftom, that the 
Appointment of a Muttahud, or Sczcwal, or 
Farmer, does not dived the Zemindars of their 
Authoriiy. Should the Zemindars aft in Repug- 
n.mce to Men ftationed on the Parc of the Go- 
vernmcju in the Bufinefs of the Country or Col- 
leftions, the Hakims may certainly diveft the 
Zemindars of their Authority, and veil in the 
Sezawiil, Muttahud, and Farmer. But it is ne- 
cdTiuy th.u the.Huzzoor fliould be informed, be* 
rore the Difi olftffionof the Zemindars cooftituted 
‘by Firmaun. 


Anfwer 6th. 

The Hakim may, when not fatisfied (with 
regard to a Diftrift) place it under a Muttahud; 
and in cafe of a Failure in the Payment of the 
Revenue, or other Faults, may diveft the Ze- 
mindar of his Authority, and veft it in a Sczawal 
or Farmer, 


Queftiofl 
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Qucftion 7th. Can the Hakims agrecabJy to the Cullom, illue any Order with refpea to Encteafc 
or Abatement of the Bund-oo-buft, or 6xed Revenue of Ryots i 


Anfwer 7th. 

Should any Diiproportion appear in the Re- 
venue, on mcafuring the Lands and forming a 
Jummabundy, the Hakim can certainly raife or 
abate the Revenue above or below the Bund-oo* 
bull. 


Anfwer 7th. 

Should an Abatement be allowed to the Ryots 
of the Bund oo-buft, it is the Lois of the Ze- 
mindar or Farmer ; however they may allow it, 
in order to promote the Cultivation. In calc they 
fliould affix an Encrcafe, and the Ryots complain, 
the Hakim may order it to be dilcominucd. 


Qucftion 8. Was there a Huftabood before, or has this Praftice been adopted only from the 

Time of CofTim Ally Khan ? 

Anfwer 8th. Anfwer 8th. 

This Queftion has been anfwercd before, in It has been adopted before for the Sake of rca^ 
Anfwer to Qucftion 5th, lizing the Revenue. 

Queftion 9th. May the Zemindar raife the Revenue of the Ryots at his Pleafuie ? 

Anfwer 9th. Anfwer 9th. 

Provided the Ryots have been ufed fairly and He cannot demand more than the full Jumma^ 
juftly to pay their Revenue agreeably to theeftab- and the Amount of the Engagement, 
lilhed Rates ; was the Zemindar to demand more 
at his PIcafure, it would be a notorious Injury 
and Aft of Oppreflion, 

A true Copy, 

R*^ Sumner, 

Scc’ry. 


Copy of a Firmaun of the Emperor Auringzcbc. 

To the Promoter of Utility and Advantage, obedient to the true Faith, Risfliuk Dofs, living in 
Hopes of the Bounty of the Empire, be it known, As all Our auguft Dcfircs and Dcfigns, elevated 
to the Sky, have for their Objeft the Increafe of the Culture and Population of the Country, and 
the Happinefs and Eafc of the Ryots, the higheft Trult of the Almighty Creator, the Idea of wliofc 
Dignity is immenfo ; and upon Enquiry lately made into the State or the Affairs of the Pergunnahs 
of the Khalfa Shcreefa, and of the ravieldars, from the Minifters of Our Empire, it has come to Our 
facred Knowledge, that People, fuch as Aumeens of the Pergunnahs in Our I3ominions advening 
to the Amount produced in the mod favourable Years and iomc late Years, anti the (Luantiiy of 
Land which will admit of Cultivation, the Ability and Circumftanccs of the Ryots, and other Ob- 
jefts of Moment, do in fcveral of the Villages in the Pergunnahs fix the Jumma at the Commence - 
ment of the Year ; and if any of the Ryots of the Villages do not confent to this Mode, they fettle 
their Jumma at the Time of tlie Harvcil by a Meafurement of the Lands, or by Alcc^ramnn^nt of 
the Produce (Cunkote) and in many of the Villages, the I lufbandmen and Tillers of which they 
know to be in a State of I^overty and DillrcTs, they fettle with fuch Men, by taking a Prop rtion of 
the Grain, either an Half, a 'Fliird, Two-fifths, or more or lefs, and at the End of the Year they 
tranlmit to the Royal Dufter, according to cftablifliecl Cuftoms, general Accounts of the Specie 
realized, having firft authenticated them j and thefe Accounts arc alfo confirmed by tl.e Crorees 
and figned by the Chowdries and Canongoes, but no Account of the Lands in each Pergiinnafi, 
fpecifying the exaft Produce of each, and diftinguifliing the different Articles of tlic Kurreef and 
Rubbee Harvefts ; viz, what Qiiantity of a fuperior Value, and what of an inferior, was produced 
in the laft Year, and what Increafe or Diminution in the prefent Year compared with the former, or 
an Account of the Number of Cultivators in each Village, dfftinguilhing the Farmers, Ryots, &cc, 
comes to the Royal Dufter; by which the State of each Mahal, and the Conduft of the Mutfeddies 
of fuch Mahal, with refpeft to the Deduftions that have been allowed by them from the Jumma, as 
firft fettled on Account of Deficiencies in the Collcftions of that Mahal, proceeding from a Scarcity 
of Rain, a Severity of Cold, Cheapnefs of Grain, or fuch other Caufes, do not cleaily appe.y. If 
they make themfclves perfcftly acquainted with the State ot the Cultivators and Produce of each 
Village, and aft from a perfeft Knowledge thereof, and take Pains in the Cultine of Lands wluch 
will admit of Cultivation, and for the Improvement of Cultivation, in order to eifeft the Increafe or 
the Revenue to its full Amount, the Pergunnahs will floiiriffi and be in a State of ihenty, and the 
Condition of the Ryots will be happy; an Increafe will alfo api>car in the Produce: And in cate of 
a Calamity, the Lofs will be mitigated by the additional Culirvation. The Royal Order requiring 
the Obedience of the World, is iflued, that you (Rifsluick Dols) make yourfcit acquainted witi mc 
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State of every Village in the Perguiinahs appertaining to your Dewannee and Aumeeny, informio,» 
yourfelf what Quantity of Land will admit ot Cultivation •, of this, what Quantity is cultivateil, anU 
what uncultivated ; and how much is produced every Year of the lopcrior Articles ; and what is the 
Keafon why the Lands have not been cultivated-, you will alfo inform yourfelf what was the Ufa.-c 
with regard to receiving the Cuftoms (Mahfool) in the Time of his Majefty, when Rajah Tooir 
Mull was Dewan ; Alfo, whether the Rate of the Unties (Sayer) is the fame as formerly, or whcdicr 
they have been increafed fince the Commencement of our aufpicious Reign j and alfo how many Vii. 
lages arc populous, and how many dcfcrted, and what is the Reafon of the Depopulation. Atur 
making yourfelf acquainted with thefc Particulars, you will apply yourfelf to the Promotion of an 
Increafe of Population in the Villages which have been deferted, and to the Cultivation of thofe 
Lands which will admit of it by adhering to your Word, being juft to your Engagements, and au<T. 
menting the Produce of fuperior Articles. You will alfo, where a Well lhall have become unfc*r- 
viccablc, put it in Repair, and dig other Wells, and fix fuch a Jumma for them, that the Ryots 
may obtain their Right, and the Revenue may be colleflcd with Punduality, and no Oppreflion may 
be exercilcd upon a fingle Ryot : You will alfo draw Accounts every Year of the Number of Cul- 
tivators in each Village, of the Land which is cultivated and uncultivated, and of the Wells ; ron- 
taining likewife Information regarding the Rain, the Articles produced, both thofe of a fuperior and 
thofe of an inferior Value; the Requilites for cultivating the Land which will admit of Cultivation, 
the Increafe in the Produce of fuperior Articles, and the Population of the Villages which had been 
deferted during a Courfe of Years. You will alfo intimate the Particulars of what may hive been 
fettled exceeding the former Practice, fpecifying the Amount which may have been collcflcd in the 
Courfe of the whole Year. You will confidcr the following Regulations, eftabliflicd from the Begin- 
ning of the Curreef (HarveftJ in the 8th. Year of the Reign, and put them into Pradicc accordingly 
you will alfodircdl: the Aumils of the Diftrids, anti the Jaghcerdars, toobfervethem, viz. l- irll; You 
will not give the Chowdries and Aumccls Admillion to you in private, but make it a Rule lor tiKin 
to attend publicly in the Cutcherry, and when tl.e loweft Ryots lhall come to reprefent their Calc to 
you, you will make them your Friends by Ihcwing them Notice, and treating them with Kindoels, 
that they may not have Occafion for the Patronage of another in order to cxprels their Wants. 
Secondly ; You will diretft the Aumils to inform themfcivcs in the Beginning of the Year ol ilie Cul- 
tivators in every Village, the Number of Ploughs, and ot the Portions ot Lands; and Ihould the 
Ryots remain, to admonifli them (every Man according to his Condition) to fow more Seed, and 
promote a better Harveft than that of the preceding Year ; alfo to (hew fuch an Earncllnefs to ci.lii- 
vate Articles of a fuperior Nature in Preference to thofe of an inferior, as not to leave more l.and 
which will admit of Cultivation uncultivated, ilian they can potfibly avoid. But fliould any ol tl c 
Men have deferted, the Aumils will then inform ihcmfelves of the Caufc, and ule every Means to 
bring them back to their former Habitation ; they will alfo endeavour, by every latisfadory Ailuranre 
and Encouragement, to colled: Hutbandmen from the circumjacent Country, and difpolc of tiie 
Land covered with Thickets, fo as to caufe it to be cultivated. Thirdly ; You will dired the Au- 
meens of the Pergunnahs to ad as follows : They will inform themfcivcs in the Beginning of the Yc.ir 
of the State of the Produce. of each Village, and the Quantity belonging to each Individual, and ivitlr 
theminuteft Knowledge form a Jumma, naving Refped both to the Advantage of the Govtrntr.cr.t 
and the Eafe of the Ryots: They will tranfmit the Doul Jumma without Delay to the Royal 
Duftore. Fourthly ; After the Formation of the Jumma, you will be careful tliat the Colltdi a s 
be opened at the proper Time, and carried on conformably to the Kills which are eftabliflied inc.uli 
Pergunnab, and that the Perfons be called upon who do not pay at the Time fixed. You will 
alfo every Week inform yourfelf, and ifliic your Injundions that no Balance be left in Part of the 
Kill. However, if it fhould happen that Part of the Firft Kill Ihould remain unpaid, be careful that it 
be noted to be colleded in the Second Kill ; but at any Rate that it be paid complete in the T. bird Kill. 
Fifthly ; Settle proper Kills proportionate to the Condition and Ability ot the Ryots for old Balance:-, 
and dircA the Crorics to colleA the Amount agreeably to the Engagements, and yourfelf attend t<> 
the Completion of the Colkftions ; and be careful tliat no Delay be occafioned byr the Negligence ct 
the Aumils. Sixthly ; When you yourfelf inveftigate the State of the Purgunnahs, in whatever Village 
you may arrive, you will make yourfelf acquainted with the State of the Produce and Value, the 
Ability of the Cultivators, and the Amount of the Jumma. If upon feparating the Jumma, it (liall 
appear that the Proportion of every Ryot is juft and equitable, it is well ; but if the Chowdry, or 
Muckuddum, or Putwarree, Ihould have been guilty of OpprelTion, you will encourage the Cultiva- 
tors, and redrefs them, and take away from any Man the Profit which he may fraudulently have re- 
ferved to himfelf. You will immediately apply yourfelf with the greateft Care and Probity to tl'.e 
Formation of the Settlement of the prefcnt Year, and the Statement of the Particulars of the Balartr 
in Hand, and tranfmit a circumftantial Account, that the official Knowledge of the Aomeens, ami 
your own good Condu£k may appear. Seventhly ; Continue the Nankar and Enaum agreeably to the 
eftablifhed Pradlice of the Khalfa Shereefa; you will learn in what Refpefl the Aumils of the Prince 
may have encreafed their, and refume them, alTigning for your Reafon, the Amount of the Balances 
which thofe Servants have left uncollcdlcd in the Jaghirfincc the Time it was granted to the Piince, ?.mi. 
the Deduaions which they have taken on the Plea of Failure of Produce and Accidents, and difeom 
tinuc them in future ; that when they fhall reftorc thefc Purgunnahs to their original State, a' u ’ 
Circumftanccs be rcprefcntcd to the Huzzoor, every Man may experience Favour from tl e | 
proportionably to the Degree of his Loyalty. Eighthly-, Eftablilh it ae a Rule in the lolahKi -u 
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that tlie Folahdars Hjall receive Siccas coined in the Reign of Allumguier : In cafe the Rupees of this 
Kind are pot to be procured, they will take Shawjehanny Rupees, which arc current in the Buzar, 
and fettle a Batta fo as to render them equal to Siccas ; but they will never admit into the Folahkanna 
Rupees deficient in Weight which are not current in the Buzar. If they (hould know however, tliat 
bv rcturn'ng thefe light Rupees they Ihould retard the Colleflions, they will take from the Ryots a 
iufi and f^air Confidcration for the Exchange, and exchange them in their Prefencc. Ninthly } ftiould, 
which God avert, a Calamity from Heaven bring Oillrcfs upon the Land, you will ilTuc the moft 
nofitivc Injundions to the Aumils and Aumins, to watch the Produce with the greateft Care, and 
they will form a Settlement with the miniueft Attention, agreeably to Hullabood *, and never allow 
a general Deduction fo as to leave the Dtftribution of it in the Power of the Chowdrics, Canongocs, 
Muckudums, and Putwarries-, that the lowed Ryots may obtain their Right, and be fccured from 
Injury and Lofs, and that there may be no Room for Impofition. Tenthly ; With refpeft to tlic 
Batta, and the Prevention of Expenccs, exclufive of the Revenue and the prohibited Taxes, which 
arc a Grievance to the Ryots, having given the ftrifleft Injunflions to the Aumeens, AumiK, 
Chowdrics, and Canongoes, take Machulkas from them, that they ftiall never levy an increafed Batu, 
or any Taxes prohibited or remitted by Our Court, from which Mankind find Proteftion i and make 
it the Obied of your conftant Attention, fliould an/one of them be guilty of any fucli Pradlicc, 
and fliould not be reftrained by Punifliment and coercive Meafures, wine an Account thereof to Our 
Prefencc. that he may be difmiflcd from his Office, and anodicr appointed in room. Eleventh ; by 
Means of Perfian Tranflations of the Hindoo Accounts, you will make yourfeU pcrfce^ly acquainted 
with the Particulars of the original Revenue, and the Taxes (AlTul and Abaub) the Aniount paid to 
Government, the extra Charges and the Fees, fpecifying what is received born each Indivulua : n 
ihort, whatever Sums are taken on any Account from the Ryots, and what 1 art of it b paid into t le 

Fatakanna (Treafury) draw out an Account of the Remainder which has been embezzled by tie Au- 

mtens, Aumils, Zemindars, and others, with the Amount againft the Names of each 1 rrfon and as hr 
Sble, get together the rough Accounts of all the Villages of the Purgunnah and tranfl.uc then . 
And^ if by fhe Aftence of the Putwarry, or other Caufe, you do not get Polh flion ot the Accounts 
of fomc particular Villages, fupply thefe Accounts by a Companion of thoic of the Vi lages i.ol- 
Ifftlvclv ^aiid infert theni in the general Account. It is necelfary that the Dewan, after tlic general 
Ac .-c p!cp",d «.».l.cly weigh and conBder them , it .hey arc drawn on. conlornrabk .0 
Ufaec let hin^ keep them, and call upon the Chowdrics. Canongoes, Auintls, Muckoddoins and 
Ptl;ia,ri« S whaKvee Sums they may have apptopti.ted to themlel.ts. txceerl.ng thet cuBomaty 

VaSarto oL fSe. L he® may be difehatged from ^ w 

the Collcaions madc j and aUo. an °f ‘hj and a monthly Junima Walk 1 Bakee, 

Account Current of the Cafh m f cdleftions, Jummabundec and Jumma- 

a general Account of the Jumma, , ,, Accounts take from the Aumils every 

kurch of the Money in the Charge of the ^ „,ay appear, you will 
Harveft (Fuffil) and having examined thenn, Oufter Do not fiiffer the Accounts of Kurreef 

caufc to le refunded, and remit them * to Our Royal immediately obli- 

to be delayed till Rubby, nor thofe f ^S^harged ^ their Offices, to deliver up 

ged fuch Aumeens, Aumils, and Fotahdars ^ i'imc of their being audited 

fheir Paptfrs, ferutinize the Accounts, and to (for Royal 

Our Royal Duftcr every Fuffil, under Our Seal and Signature. ^ 

R'’ Sumner, 

Secretary. 


to 


Copy of Gencial Clavering’s Minute, dated the gift March 1777- 

31ft March 1777. 

General Clavering. , v..n,.r<lav to the Minutes of Mr. Francis and my- 

wid. l. defulmey .„d ..gue, evadm, what 

• This mnft mean, Accoont of the Charges. 

Sel. Com. Rep. VI. 


at 
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it cannot dcfcnci, and mifrcprefenting what it aims to anfwer, that it fccms equally calculated to 
bear any other Appellation than the one he has given it, of a Defence. 

Notwithftanding however the Labour and Difficulty of reftoring the Fafts as mifplaced and per- 
verted by him ; yet, left the Art with which it is drawn up, intended as it is to deceive thofe who 
have not Lcifurc to refer and compare the Grounds of the Charges as firft Hated, Ihould throw a 
Veil over Faffs which it vainly attempts to remove, I fit down at this late Hour of the Difpatch 
to point out to the Court of Diredtors, that Mr. Haftings’s Declarations, combined with his Condudf’ 
do in faff amount to nothing lefs than a Subverfion of the Government. * 

It was not a Denial by me, that the Adts a Majority (hould form the Refolutions of the Board 
but the Abufe of it, by the Governor General, that I complained of, in his bringing Refolutions 
ready formed, and declaring that he would not wait for the Advice of the other Members j which 
the Aff fiircly does not preclude their giving, although it vefts the Refolotion in a Majority. By 
the Words of the Company's Orders quoted by the Governor General, it is evident that the Refolu- 
tion, in whomfoever veiled, is fuppofed and mull arife from the Debates of the whole Council j 
hence it is clear, that in whatever Way the Governor General may pervert the Argument, both the 
Aft of Parliament and the Company’s fubfequent Orders, and even the very Form of the Conftitu- 
tion of this Government, points out, that the Refolutton muft be formed from the Refult of the 
Opinions of the Members. 

Nor do I admit that the Cuftom of this Government varies from this Afiertion, by the Mode 
of taking Votes by circulating a Queftion -, which by no Means as the Governor ftates, keeps each 
Member ignorant, whilft fitting in his Apartment, of the Sentiments of the remaining Members j 
for no Member gives his Vote without annexing his Opinion, which gofs in Circulation for the 
Information of the next Member, and therein amounts to the obvious Meaning of the Aft, the 
Company’s Orders, and the Form of the Conftitution of the Government •, and had the Candour of 
the Governor General allowed him to fee the I'ruth of this Statement in this fimple Light, he 
could never have alked the Qiicftion, which would then, as it does now. Hand fclf-anfwercd, whether 
General Clavering is guilty of diflblving this Government by afting conformably to what he before 
avowed and Hated to be the Meaning of the Aft. 

Tbe Point of Fall that the Governor introduces, is the Application of a general Argument to 
anfwer a particular Circumllance at all Times inadmilfible j it is concluding, that bccaufc Freedom 
of Debate may have appeared on former Occafions, therefore it mujl have exifted in the prefent 
particular Circumllance, when he threw Four Refolutions, ready formed, on the Table, declaring 
afterwards, that he only meant to take our Opinions officially, “ and that he lhall think himfclf 
“ jultilied in choofing fuch Meafures with the only Member of the Board on whom he can rely 
“ for Alfillnnce, as lhall appear to them moll conducive to the Service, and carry them into Exe- 
“ cutiou without waiting the Clofc of every Scries of Argumentation with which the other Members 
“ ot the Board may endeavour to protraft it.” 1 mull here obferve, that in the frequent Allufions 
to Cullom and Privilege, he ftems already to have forgotten his former Afiertion, that the Cuftom 
in queftion docs not cxill. 

Whatever Glofs the Governor General may throw over his Conduft of the 14th Inllant, it is 
apparent from his fubfequent Declarations already cited, that his Intention on that Day was really 
what I Hated, the Abule and Violation of the Aft, amounting to a Diflblution of the Govern- 
ment. 

The Attention the Governor now promifes to pay to the temperate Opinions of his Aflbeiates 
in the Government, is too difficult to reconcile with his late previous Declaration, not to betray ra- 
iher an Apprehenfion of an Impeachment by Parliament, than a Contrition for the Aft itfelf, which 
he has committed. 

To my Propofition for inforcing the former Order of the Board for clofing tlie Colleftions, and 
recalling the Farmers on the Expiration of their Lcafes, his Condefeenfion in not repealing a former 
Aft of Government, is a Refleftion he might have avoided throwing on himfclf, fince it implies 
an Unwillingnefs to aft conformably to what he now avows to be right, although he formerly dif- 
fented to it, when oppofing the late Majority, becaufc the Mcalure was propofed by me. 

The Governor General is in Truth right in faying, that he is not reprehenfible for what he can 
do, but for what he does do ; it is a Claim, that all Mankind are equally entitled to •, the Faft 
committed, did not indeed require his ConfelTjoa to prove it, but nothing lefs than a Confeflion 
could have cftablillied, that he afted premeditatedly. 

The Refponfibility which Mr. Hallings would fain throw from himfclf for the evil Confequcnces 
that arife from maintaining a Divifion in the Council, by confederating with another, even in the 
Profecution of Meafures, upon which they had formerly vilified each other, muft yet recoil on the 
Delinquency of his own Aftions, wliich neceflarily form the Divifion he complains of, as no new 
Members, even devoid of Honour or Senfe of Duty to their Country, could poffibly have co- 
operated in, to receive the Punilhment for Crimes of which others had reaped the Benefit, unlcfs he 
would ftamp it on the I^egifiaturc that faffed the and the Direftors that permit us to continue. 

Upon the Oueftion, whether Government has a Right to appoint a Servant to the Rajah of 
Burd wan’s Houlchold ? the Difference between the Governor General and me is, that he affuines it 
inOppofition to the Inclinations of the Ranny, and that I conceive it to be only in Support of her 
Recommendations : On the aoth December 1774, the Date quoted by the Governor, nay Anfw'cr 
is recorded, that 1 named I.olla Chund, and Rupnaram Chowdrie upon the Recommendation of the 

5 Ranny i 
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Ranny, I therefore caniw but »n declaring, that we have no Right to interfere in the Nomina- 
tion of a Servant 10 the Rajah of Burdwan : The Governor General dcfircs me to fupport this by the 
ladings of cither Council of t^^^ 13th March 177^5. I wiU take 

both : In the Firit, the Ranny s Petition folicits the Difmiflion of Bridge KilTow and Kiflen Prawn 
Metre, and the Nomination of Two others 1 accordingly her Defirc was affented to temporally. On 
the ijih March, the Proofs againft Bridge Ki/Ten, on which (he grounded her Dcfiw for his Difmif. 
fion, being compleated, he became Hnally diimiffcd ; and the Board not deeming themfclvcs entitled 
to the Right of Appointment, recommended the Two Pcrlbns who had afted under the temporary 
Nomination, to be now fixed by her, ftill leaving the Dccilion of the Appointment to hcrfclf : This 
Mr. Haftmgs calls waving a Right ; fo might every legal Aft be deemed waving an Illegality, 

My former DilUnflion between the Nabob and a Zemindar, remaining uncontroverted by the 
Governor, feems to require no further Explanation on my Side-, yet could fo plain a Cafe 
need Elucidation, it may be obferved, that in all Countries the Power in the Sutc, whether 
it be in Parliaments or Councils, take Charge of the Minority of the Prince, but never defeend to 
the interior Management of the Affairs of Individuals. The Regulation alluded to by the Governor, 
of the Rajah’s Accounts, was before explained by me : It was made by the late Majority: The 
Neceflity of it fufficiently appears by the Statement of the Sums of which the Rajah had been plun- 
dered, and which nothing could prevent, but their being open to the Board. In calling for thefe 
Accounts, I have conftantly joined with the Governor, and if they arc not fatisfaftory, I am as ready 
to concur in enforcing the Mutchulca: itexpreffes the Penalty Ifipulatcd for any Non-compliance 
with the Obligation i and while we have this ip Hand, I can admit of no Right, either in LaW 
or Reafon, for recurring to any other compulfivc Means, nor can I perceive the Neccflity of making 
ourWves liable to an Adion, that will probably be brought againft the Council, if any Violcncb 
is committed. 


In faying that Bahadar Sing had been an Hircarrah, I have but done him Jufticc, as it is very 
well known to every Man in Bengal, as well as to the Governor General himicif; nor can any fub- 
kquent Marriage of his Niece, who being but the Fourth Wife of the Rajah, is little better than 
a Concubine, alter his Condition at the Period 1 alluded to. The calling for thefe Accounts, it is 
well underftood, had no other View than to introduce the Appointment of this Man v to make him 
the Inftrument of the Governor’s Vengeance againft the Ranny, whofe declared Enemy he is: How- 
ever, other Purpofes, equally flagitious, are now aimed j Motives are aferibed to her tor the Refufal 
of the Accounts, and to Mr. Francis and myfclf for fupporting her in it. After having joined 
the Governor in every Requifuion for the Accounts, he a(ks, how it can be afferted that wc arc 
nor competent, nay, that it is not incumbent on us to demand \ and receive them ? adding, ** He 
“ will not truft himfclf to form Conjedurcs on the Caufes of this Rcludance of the Ranny, nor on 

the Motives of thofc who fo ftrenuoufly fupport her in it.** The malicious View with which this 
Inucndo is thrown out, is only worthy of a Man who having difgraced himfclf in the Eyes of every 
Man of Honour both in Afia and in Europe, having no Imputation to lay to our Charge, has 
dared to attempt in the Dark, what Malice itfclf could not find Grounds to aim at openly. 

The Court of Diredors, whofe Candour I claim on this Occafion, will perceive, that bccaufc I 
refufe to concur in a Mcafure which I deem illegal, I am fubjeded to the malicious Conftrudion 
of an Imputation of withholding the Accounts, and that with equal Jufticc he may yet infinuate, 
that I have my private Rcafons in Behalf of the Rajah of Radilhai for rcfufing to join in a Letter 
to the Council of Moorfhedabad, authorizing them to punilh all the Officers of that Zemindarry on 
the Complaint of the Aumcens, 

After having, with fo little apparent Compundion, fubjeded a whole Province to Corporal Punifli- 
ment, it is ridiculous to obferve the affeded Scruples with which he fpcaks of the Confinement of 
Ramcaunt for t ftiort Time. The Right aflumed by Government on that Occafion, 1 then, and 
now difclaim i but as a political Mcafure, I yet defend it. That Man, by obtaining I^fleffion of 
many of the mofl: lucrative Farms of the Province at an Under-value, having rendered it impofliblc 
for the Ranny to fulfil the Rajah’s Engagements with Government, no Alternative was left at a very 
late Scafon, between relinquifhing the Settlement which wc had concluded, and taking him up. 
The Efl^cd was immediate j his Farms were given up and re-let at an advanced Rate, fincc which 
the Monthly Kills have been paid up regularly to a Rupee. 

In cafes of Emergency, every Govcrtimcnt may be driven to certain Stretches of Power, only to 
be juflified by that Situation : Had Mr. Haftings fecn the prefent Cafe in this View, it would not 
have hurt his natural Averfion to Dcfpotilm, and his delicate Feelings for the Rights of Men, and 
ftill Icfs would it have afforded an Example for a like Exertion of Power without the Plea of Nc- 
ceflity to juftify it. The compelling the Rajah of Burdwan to employ a Man in the domeftic Ad- 
miniftration of his Affairs, whilft the Governor poffeffes, in the Mutchulca, the legal Means of obtain- 
ing the very Ends he profeftTes to aim at, furely cannot be faid to favour of that Dclpotifm which 

he fo loudly exclaims againft. . • n. r a 

The only Point yet unnoticed by the Governor General’s Minute, is upon the Subjeftof Aumcensj 
•which he declares to be intended as a Reply to the former Minutes, and therefore (hrewdly obferves, 
that a minute Anfwer is unneceffary. My Work is thus rendered equally cafy 5 however, I muft re- 
mark, he has not ventured to contradidl the Information he had given me of the dead Man being 
brought to the Aumeen’s Feet, though he has endeavoured upon the ipfc dixit of the Aumcen ac 
Radiffiai, to controvert the Truth of the Complaints made by different People againft the Aumccn. 
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It is true that thcfc arc yet the only Complainants on Record \ but 1 iVar^ and hare too much Reaf 
to'bclicvc, that they wiU foon be followed by many otheri, '^ittendhl witb Circuniftances of 

Ads of Inhumanity^ ' ^ n. ^ 

When I enumerate the fcveral Subjeds of hii Performartoe which the Governor General may n^r 
haps deem a fatisfadory Reply to the dired Charge brought ^^gatnft him^ from his own Declaration* 
of his Ufurpation of the Government 1 his Evafton of thisr Poiht, the Perverfion of the next with 
Regard to the Difmiflion of and Appointment of the Ranny^s^ Servants-, the^ mifapplied and dii. 
(imilar Comparifon between a Compliance with her Recommendation; and the compelling her to ad- 
mit a declared Enemy into the interior Condudt)f her Family } «he dark and malicious Inlimiuion 
that follows it j his affeded Scruples on a Meafure of Neceffity \ and> finally, his futile Evalion of tiu.- 
Charge againft the Autneens; when, all united, convince me of the Juftnefs of a Remalrk: made by an 
eminent Perfonage in England on reading* hii Defence of the Rohilla War, that the Arguments 
it contained would even have been unworthy of Mrs. Rudd.*^ , . . 

- (Signed) ^ J^.^CIavfring. 

A true .Copy, :> 

K** Sumner, >i i 

Sec^ *'• * .-j, 


Copy of the Governor General’s -Minute, dated the goth March ly yy, 

Governor Gcncral-*-ln the Minutes- of Gcnernl Clavering and Mr. Franci^ of the a5th and 26th 
Inftant,'."! am charged with a Breach of rhe Ad of Parliament, and an Ufurpation of the Govern- 
ment. So harfh a Charge well deferves the Attention of the Company ; and althoucjh 1 cruft thnt tfie 
Proceedings and Arguments which have already pafled oa^tho Subjed which has given room to u, 
contain a fufficient Refutation of fo groundlefs an Accufation, yet I am now once more compelled 
to defend myfclf, although I muft go over the fame Ground. 

The Ad of Parliament preferibes the Confticution of this. Government in the following Word's ; 
“ And be it Enaded by the Authority aforefaid, Thar in all Cafes whatibever wherein any Difference 
of Opinion fhall arife upon any Queftion propofed in any Confultation, the faid Govern \r 
General and Council (hall be bound and concluded by the Opinion and Decifion of the major 
Parc of thofe prefent ; and if it (hall happen that. by the Death or by the Abfcncc of any of the 
‘‘ Members of the faid Council, fuch Governor General and* Council (hall happen to be equally 
** divided, then and in every fuch Cafe, the faid Governor General, or in his Abfence the eldeft 
‘‘ Counfcllor prefenr, (hall have a Carting Voice, and his Opinion lhall be dccifive and con- 
“ clufivc” 

The general Regulations of the Company upon this Subged, which followed the Ad of P.irlii- 
menr, arc exprefled as follows : In tranfading the Buiinefs of your Department, it is our Ohicr 

“ that you enter with the utmoll Perfpicuicy atid Exadnefs upon your Confultations, or Minutes of 
“ Council, all your Proceedings whatfoever, and all DiflTents, if fuch (hould'at any Time be 
“ by any Member of your Board, to be tranfmitted to us by every Ship.” 

General Clavering is pleafed to aflert, ** That the Ad of Parliament enjoined, that whenever 
there might be a Difference of Opinion, the DctermiiTOtion IhOuld refult from a Majority of rc/j- 
curriffg Voices^ given after every Information received by Argument on both Stdes^ Mr. Francis indi- 
redly acciifcs me of departing from the regular Form of Debate, eftabliChed by Cuftom hitherto 
invaried, and confirmed by Lavo : He pofirively cieclarc.% “ That the Council inftituted by the Le- 
“ giftature does in fad cealc to exift if the Prefident collcds only the Votes of the Members, w/th 
“ out liftening to their Advice; or if any Rcfblution of Confequence be taken without a previous 
Deliberation of the whole Board.” And after repeating Two Sentences of my Minute of Uic 2ilU 
he charges me with a Diftohition of the Government eftablifhed by Law, and with having violatcvi 
the Laws of my Country : And ro render the Charge more complde,^hc obferves, that it is accom- 
panied with my own ConfcfTion. 

Having fcarched in vain for the Grounds of thefc Opinions, I requeft General Clavering, or 
Mr. Francis, will point out to me the Claufe in the Ad of Parliament which enjoins that the Voiers 
in Council (hall be given after every Information received by Arguments on both Side.s j that they 
will (hew me- where the Form of Debate is confirmed by Law, or where it is declared that no Kdo- 
lotion of Confequence (liall be taken without a previous Deliberation of the whole Board: Until this 
is done, she Charge on the Score of Legality muft appear ro the whole World unauthorized and 
unfupported. 

I (hall next examine it according to the regular Form of Debate cftabliflied by Cuftom hitherto 
unvaried. It is well known to General Clavering and Mr* Francis, that in the Difpatch of Bulincls, 
important Refolutions of Council are often taken without the Information of Arguments on buth 
Sides, or a previous Deliberation of the whole Board, but merely by colleding the Votes of the 
Members. 'Fhis is done every Day, even \v 1 thout the Meeting of Council : I hc Secretary circulates* 
a Paper or a Queftion, and each Member fitting in his own Apartment, and ignorant of the Senti- 
ments of the remaining Members, minutes down his Opinion; and the Majority of fuch Opining* 
becomes a Refolucion of Government. Within ihefe few Days the Secretary, at the Defireof Ge- 
neral Clavering, circulated fome Letters from Captains Alh and Crawford, which contained 

ti'^ns 
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t,ons of no Icfs Importance than whether we (liouia allow the former to commence Hoftiliti. j 
againft one of the Chiefs of Kamgur, and authonzc the latter to wage War with the Rajah of 
Tamar, 1 ated to be an tndepcndanc Prince, into whole Territories the Company's Arms had never 
penetrated ? Is General Clavering ,jhcn guilty of diliolving this Government ? The Quettions 
which 1 propoled were di<aatcd to the Secretary, and moved at the Board. This Queftion a^ many 
others were proofed, decided, and paHed into Kclolutions ot Government, wi^out any previous 
Deliberations or Meeting of the Council wiiatfocvcr , and General Clavcring. fo far from protcftina 
againlt this Praftice, has uniformly countenanced it. Where then is this rerular, iftMjhtl and ut 
varied of Debate? * 


In Point of Fall the Minutes of the Council will bed fhew with what Jufticc it is aflerred that 
Freedom of Debate is excluded, and that the Prefidcnt collcas only the Votes of the Members, 
without liftening to their Advice ^ the Kclolutions ot Council, inlicad ot being concluded merely by 
the Opinion and Dccifion of the major Part, according to the ftridt Letter of the Ad of Parliament, 
or formed of 1 roccedings and Diflencs, arc filled with IVlinutes didatcd to the Secretary previous to 
the pairing of almolt every Refolution ; the Length of thelc Minutes is arbitrary, and however I am fen- 
fiblc of the Delay and Embarraffmenc which in a divided Council are thus occafioned, 1 have never 
attempted cither to interrupt or to limit the Exercife of this Cuftom. In my Minute of the 2 ill 
Inltant 1 declare my Opinion in exprefs d erms, that a Member of the Board undoubtedly poHefles 
that Privilege of recording his Sentiments by Minutes didated at the Council Boaid. J’hc ample 
Opportunity of exercifing this Privilege which every Member enjoys, will beft appear from the fre- 
quent Meetings of Council. The Orders of the Company dircd us to alTemble in Council Twic^ 
cvcjy Week 5 our Records will prove, that except at the Diipatch of a Ship I generally fum- 
inon Councils Five Times a Week and the Confultations will ihew how much of the Four or Five 
Hours which wc fpend at the Board is taken up in didating argumentative Minutes to the 
Secretary, 

But although I approve and adhere to this Mode, from that Candour and Attention which I wifh 
to (hew to every Member ot the Board, I inlilt, and I am fupported in my Opinions by the Extrads 
of the Statute, and of the Company’s Oiders. by the eliabhfticd Pradicc of circulating and deciding 
QiicftiortS out of Council, and by Common Smle, that the Opinion and Decifion of the Major Parc 
ct the Council, legally and conttitutionally to.m a Rclolution of the Government, whether the Argu- 
ments or Objedions of every Member on the Qrieilioo have or have not, at that Time, been formally 
taken down and entered on the Minutes of Council; were it othcrwile, it would be in the Power of 
any Member totally to impede the Bufinefs of this Government, by lengthening Minutes on the molt 
frivolous Subjefts. 

In my Minute of the 2 id, I gave a full and particular Hiftory of the Manner in which I moved 
the Propolitions in queltion. While the General and Mr. Francis were didating Minutes to one 
Secretary, I employed the Other in taking down the Motions which 1 had to make to the Board. 
It was the laft Time wc were to meet in Council before the Dilpatch of the Shij), and 1 thought it 
proper that they fhould Itand on Record, for the Information of the Company ; for this Purpole I had 
only Two Ways to choole, cither that which I adopted, of moving them at the Council Board, or 
to have fenc them round for the Opinion of each Member Icparately in the Secretary’s Box. 1 did 
both ; I moved the Queftions at the Board ; but the Day was too far ailvanccd for ihe Secretary to 
take down the Opinions from the Mouth of each Member of the Council j I reminded the Board of 
this, and therefore dcfircd they would deliver their Sentiments upon them when fenc in Cir- 
culation. 


A Reference to the Records will fhew how ftrenuoufly, though I confefs incffcdually, I have err- 
deavoured to reconcile the jarring Opinions of the Council, and to accommodate my Sentiments to 
thofe of the other Members. . I always have and fhall continue to pay Attention to the temperate 
Opinions of my Affociates in the Government : It is impofllblc 10 give a ftronger inftance of this than 
in the Affent wdiich I gave to General Clavenng’s Propofition, on the 14th Inilant, ior recalling the 
Farmers immediately on the Expiration of their Leafes. The Queftion was not only important, but 
was accompanied with a Confirmation of a Refolution of the late Majority, about the Period of 
fettling the monthly Revenue, from which I had dijfented^ yet 1 agreed to the General’s QiJcftion. 

In what then is my Conduft in carrying on the Bufmefs of Council reprchcnfible ? Is it becaulc f 
have declared that I can “ take the Opinions of General Clavering and Mr. Francis only officially?*’ 
This is a Ncccftity to which I have been long fince reduced; our Communications are confined to 
Debates at the Council Board, and our Opinions arc delivered in written, too often perfonal. Alterca- 
tions. In this Situation, being deprived of their Aid in concerting the neccflary Plans of Governmenf, 
however dcfirous to avail myfelf of their Realonings, and even to adopt and follow their Propofiiion.s, 
I am obliged to choofc fuch Meafures as appear to me molt proper, “ in Conjunftion with the only 
Member of the Board on whom I can rely for Aftiftancc.” 1 his is a Circumftarirc which required 
no Confeflion of mine to eftablifh ; it is the inevitable Confcqucncc of that fadion which divides 
this Government; and whatever Evils it may create, iliofc who firft fplic this Council into Two Par- 
ties, and thole who permit them to continue, muft anfwcr for them. 

General Clavering is pleafed to repeat his Declaration, “ 1 hat wc have no Right to interfere in the 
** Appointment of a Servant to the Rajah of Burdwan’s Houlchold and adds 1 hat the Procecci- 
ings of the 17th of March 1775, point our, that Lolla Koolhall Chund and Roopnarain Chowdrr, 
“ lo far from being appointed cxprefsly by the Board, weic recommended to it by the Ranny for 
Sel. Com. Rep. VI. 3D that 
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“ that Turpofc.” But I muft beg Leave to remind General Qavering, that thofc Peribns were 
expiefsly appointed by the Board long before the Period he inentioits, as will appear io our Proceed- 
ings of the 30th December 1774. The Ranny, in her Petition to the Board of that Date, requefts 
that Bridge Kiflbrc and Kiflcn Prawn Metre, the Rajah’s Servants appointed by former Adminittra- 
tion, may be difcharged, and that honeft and upright Men it appointed in their roonv It was 
then moved by Colonel Monfon, and agreed to by General Clavering and Mr. brands, Tholi; Pctj'ons 
fliould be called to Calcutta, to anfwer to the Charge, and “ that another Dewan'^and Guardian be 
“ immediately appointed in their room.” General Clavering sspon this propoled LoHa Kbolhall 
Chund to be temporary Dewan, and Roopnarain Chowdry to be Patfehae, and both of them Guardians 
to tlie Son : Colonel Monfon being for the Per/om namtd iy the Cenerai, and Mr. Francis declaring 
that he could “ have no Objedion to the owi^rwy Appointment of thefe Perfons*” they were ac- 
cordingly appointed. A Letter was at the fame Time written to the Provincial CduncU of Burdwan, 
notifyinj' the Appointment made by the Board in theieexprefs Terms : “ And we further inform you] 
“ of our having appointed Lolla Koolball Chund to be the temporary Dewan and joint Guardian, and 
“ Koopnarian Chowdry, Paifchac and joint Guardian, &c.” Will General Clavering, after fo exprcls 
and regular an Appointment of a Dewan, of a Paifchac, and of Guardians to the Rajah, propofed by 
himlelt, perliit in declaring, “ That wc have nq Right to iaterfere in the Nomination of a Servant to 
“ the Rajah of Burdwan ?” 

It is true, that on the 17th March foilowing the Subjcwk was again refumed, and Colonel Monfon 
moved the Board, “ That Bridge Kcfhorc (whole Office had been already filled up the Council) be 
entirely dilmiffed the Rajah’s Service, and that the Raona it ptfmitttA tQ appoint fuch Perfons a$ flic 
/hall think proper, for the Education of the Rajah her Son, and for the Management of his Ho||fe, 
hold," and the Board agreed to the Motion, although they had exprefsiy liHed theie Offices Ar 
Three Months before. I’he Young Rajah, being in waiting, was then informed “ that the Board 
“ liad dilniifred Bridge Kifhore from all his Employments in the Rajah’s Service, that they hadptr. 
“ milted tlie Ranny to name fuch Officers and Servants as flic pleafed and, to mark the unrefcrved 
Permiflion of the Board, and the free Choice left to the Rartny, the Refolution concludes with recom- 
mending, however, L0II.1 Koolhall Chund and Roopnarain Chowdry to her bavour, 

I will make no Comments on fuch Refolutions, and leave General Clavering to fupport, by the 
Pjroceedings of either Council, his prefent Opinion, that the Ranny has an indefeafible Right to ap- 
point Servants, and that the Board cannot interfere. If he takes thofc of 30th December, they con- 
tain an exprtfi Appointment of Two Servants} if iliofa of 17th March, they will prove an abfolute 
Difmiffion of one Servant, and an implied Right in the Board to appoint others, which on that par- 
ticular Occalion they were pleafed to wave in Favour of the Ranivy •, for if the Board had no Right 
to intcrfcrc,.thcn the Ranny p.iflTeflcd the Kiglit of Nomination. But the ExpreflTion permuted in the 
Rcibliition above copied, plainly imports that Ihc was left to name the Perfons only by Sufferance, 
not of Right j and as the Board itielf at the fame Tiik name and recommend the Perfons, this Per- 
tnilHon is reduced to a mere Conge d’elirc. <*• 

General Clavering is, however, of Opinion, that the Board have a Right to interfere in the Nomi- 
nation of a Servant to the Nabob, becaufc a Prince of the Country ; the Company are his Guardians •, 
“ but it cannot be pretended that they are fo to all the Zemindars of Bengal.” As 1 do not under- 
fiaiid the Kcafon for this Diltin£lion, 1 will not attempt to anfwer it. In the Settlement, however, 
which the late Adminiltraiion made with the Rajah of Burdwan, it is exprefsiy ftipulatcd and agreed to 
on the Part of the Rajah, that Accounts of the Receipts and Dilburfemenis of his Houfliold Ihould 
be delivered to the Board •, for what Purpofe was this Article inferted, but to enable the Board to 
controul and check the Coodua of the Rajah’s Servants during his Minority ? The Board apply for 
thefe Accounts ; a fliort Abdraft is tranfmitted, and the Vouchers, or any Explanation of them, 
pofitively denied. 'Phe Dewan, by whom thefe Accounts had been. kept, and the Dilbqrfcments 
made, in order to fcrecn himfclf, rcfigned his Office. Upon this, the Board appoint the Father-in- 
law of the Rajah temporary Dewan, for the Purpofe chiefly of receiving the Accounts, according to 
the Stipulation on the Part of the Rajah, From his intimate Connexion with, and Intereft in tlic 
Rajah’s Profperity, he is furely beft qualified to execute this Office. General Clavering, Mr. Francis, 
and the Ranny, indeed brand the Name of^ircarrah, a Man whofe Niece by Birth, and Daughter 
by Adoption, will, if flic furvives Iter Flufoand, be the Ranny of Burdwan } and therefore, accord- 
ing to Mr. Francis’s Of^OD, tlif Firft Woman in the Country. 

After the minute Invcfligation made by the late Adminiftration, into the Condutd and Accounts 
of the former Houfliold Servants of the Rajah of Burdwan, and under an exprefs Stipulation that 
the Accounts fliould be fubmitted to the Board, it can fcarcely be afferted that we are not compe- 
tent, nay that it is not incumbent on us to demand and receive them. The Ranny, however, per- 
JilU m refufing them } vows, in a Letter to Mr. Francis, to refifl: the Orders of the Board j and 
declares, that lier Reputation is at flake. I will not truft myfcif to form Conjeftures on. the Caufct 
of this Reluctance in the Ranny to Ihew the Accounts of the Dilburfenients of the Rajahs 
I loulhold under her Charge i nor on thi Motives of thofe who fo flrenuoufly fupport her 
in it. . 

As to tlie Imprifonment of Rani Caunt, the former Confomany Dewan, by the Orders of 
Board, on the Motion of Mr. Franci*, the General remarks, “ that it cannot it jujiijied ly y 
It was a political Meafure, to prevent the Mifchicf he was doing, Mr. Francis obferves, that h* 
was coolined on a Complaint or Sufpicion of interfering in the Bufinefs of the Settlement, It 
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tny Province. » Jcfeml ih? Iqiprifpnment qf » Man flated to be independant of the Board, on a 
privalc Com^^ot JiUOrpa^tit^ tpo^of the Members j or to reconcile to the Principles of 
Joftice, a Mcafurc founded on pfStj^l Kealiw, but which canncl be juflified by Rkbt. There is no 
AA of Defpoiiftn which fuch Principles, it admitted, could not authorize. 

What I hare already faid, I conlider as a, complete Anfwer to the Obfervationt on the Removal of 
Mr. RoJeweU and Mr. Gpring, i^nd on the Calc of Mr. I.,cwi8. 

Mjr. Francis itafids, 1 l^t the ^putation of Aumcens, was not a formal and conditutional AA 
of upvernmentj bccaufc it has 4«en difputcd and repeatedly denied by 'I'wo Members of Govern- 
ment, In I have onjy to repeat, the Words of the Adt of Parliament quoted in the Begin- 

ning of my Minute : 

“ That in all whatfofver Hfl^re any DlSc^nceof Opinion ihalt arife upon any Queftion 
“ propplcd in #lfy Cobfujeationt the fyid Gevtrttor General and Council jhall be bound and concluded by 
“ the Opinion and Oecifion of the major Part of thole picfcnt.” Whatever Mr. Prancis’s Sentiments 
may be, the Deputation Autneens therefore is an AA of Government, by which he in parti- 
cular, as a Member of the Gover^Kir General and Council, is bound by Statute. 

A» to the other Remarks on the Autnecna, contained in the Minutes to which this is intended as 
a Reply, the former ample DifculTions on this SybjcA render a minute Anfwcr in this Place unnecef- 
fary. 1 mull obferve, however, that their Inftrubihns were formally laid before the Council \ that 
their Correfponidence wkh me is regularly kept, and is equally open to the Inipedtion of the Board 
as that of the Superintendant of the Offices, the Commander in Chief, or any other fubordinate 
puce of Detail 1 have a Right to dilpute the Aflertion of their having “ commuted Outrages,” till 
ijkia fupported by Proof or Probability. At prclent, the only Complaint of this Nature before the 
IRoard is that of the Ranny of Rajelhahy ■, and la Ihew chat there is Reafon to believe that it is totally 
falfe and groundlefs, I refer to the accompanying Tranllation of the Aumeen’s Anlwcr, and pofitivc 
Denial of it. 

The Conclufion of Mr. Francis’s Minute informs the Court of Din Aors, that ihc Accounts of 
Cantoo Baboo’s Farms have not yet been delivered in j and that the 1 hirty Lacks of Rupees have 
not been depoficed in the new Fort, agreeable to the Orders of the Board. I have in confequcncc 
applied to Mr. Croftes, Accountant General and Sub Treafurer, to whom thole Orders were ilTucd, 
and now deliver in his Anfwcr. 

On the Fifft Point 1 Confers I am embarralTcd how to aA, dr what further Steps to take. If I 
exert myfelf in bringing the Accounts of Cantoo Baboo before the Board for their Adjuftment and 
Decilion, General Clavering charges me with a Defign of eluding the Orders of the Company v if 
1 leave the Matter to take its Courfc, Mr. Francis indireAly taxes me with Negligence. 1 wait 
with Impatience for thefe Accounts, and Hill I hope to be able to tranfmit a dear Expofition of 
them in the Courfe of this Scafon. 

^ (Signed) Warren Ilallings. 

A true Copy, 

R, Sumner, 

Secretary. 


TRAN SLAT I ON of the Charges exhibited by Maha Ranny Bowanny againlt the Aumcen ol 
Bhettoruriah, See. and the Aumeen’s Replies, as iranfmitted by him to the Chief ot tlic Provincial 
Council at Moorlbedabad, 


Charge ift. He beat Humaut Chowdry, the 
Sadder Amidcniii Navecs, in order to make him 
produce the Jumma Kurch. 


Anfwcr ill. 1 have before written to the IIuz- 
zoor in anlwer to this Charge, that my Shumat 
Navees fummoned this Man, in order to examine 
the Receipts of the Sccah Shuniar. 1 cannot 
litisfy myfelf as to the Authenticity of Accounri 
but by Reference to the Subfidiary Papers. I 
did not beat him. 


Charge ad. He beat the Mohurrer of Pergun- 
nah Jellia, and placed a Peon MohulTul upon the 
Sudar of the Pykes*, in order to make him pro- 
duce the Kurrutneharry, &c. 


Anfwcr ad. The Mohurrer of the faid Pergun- 
ah acknowledged that the Papers remaining to 
jmplcte the Lift were in the Cutcherry, and 
romifed to bring them. The Cutcherry Ixing 
ituated at the Diftance of Three Cols front Nat- 
ora, I fent him thither with a Zcmindarry Pyke : 
le had exceeded his Engagement a Day, and 1 
hcrefore enjoined the Sordar Pyke. I have not 
1 any Pthcr RefpeA placed a Mohufful upon him 
0 make him produce the Kurrumcherry. The 
dohurrur of the faid Pergunnah has not, to this 

1 imc. 
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Time, brought a fiflglc Paper ; fo^far has he beer, 
from deHf eniig what Papers wefewantine to com 
pkte the Lift. 

CharM 3d, He has beaten Paunchoo Bbu<t Anfwer 3d. He attended tnv Cutcfierry wiri, 
deree, the Aumecn of the Sudder Daftcr. the otfitr Mohurrers of the Aumeeny Dufi? 

Three or Four Dlyt, on my 6i#ArrivaL 1 (?»« 
have fpoken to<{itiik Three or Fow harih Words^ 
but 1 ^ not recoBe^ j bot t never beat h|ni. ’ 

^rge 4th. He has fummoned the Putwafip Anfwef 4tH. t have AM fumftiorted the Pue. 
Of Pergunnah Bundcanooiia warry of that Pergunnah, nor nave a yet men- 

ibned any thing on the SobjefV. When thc^ 
have complained although I have notfumnjoned 
them, will they not complain when 1 muft fum- 
mon the Etmaumdars and Kutkenadir. aareeafalv 
^ tomylaftruftions? ^ ’ 

Charge 5th. He requires Two Accounts not Anlwer 5th. 1 have not required the Jumma 
mentioned in his Inftruftions } viz, the Jumma Kurch ; whenever I require Papers from the 
Kurcb and Taxeem Papers. Officers here, I deliver a Lift. I have not yet 

S ' red thefe Mofufliri Accounts from the MOt 
Officers t from whom then can I havl 
required the Jumma Kurch ? The Taxeem Ac- 
counts arc ncccflary, in order that I may be fatii- 
fied with refped to the Villi^s in each Pergun- 
nah. I have not mentioned any thing on this 
Subjedt to the Zemindarry Officers, but mentioned 
•■ip it one Day to the Canongoe's Mohurrer. 

Charge 6th. With refpeft to Anundirain Buck. Anfwer 6th. Pewon Bofe did not place thofc 
Ihcy, and the other Mohurrers mentioned in the Mohurrers under roe, nor did I myfelf entertain 
Lift, on the Pan of Peraun Bofe. them in my Service : They belong to the Efta- 

bliOimeit in the Aumeeny Dufter at the Huz. 
zoor i they w^.appointed there, as I was. 

LIST of Peraqo Bi^’s Mohurrers. 

Anunderam, Paifhear of the Aumeen of Bhcttourcah, &c. 

Ram Hurry Bofe. 

Ram Hurry Choudry. 

Kcnkcy Dutt. 

Manick Chuckerverty. 

Rammand Mudgemordar, 

JykelTen Gofe. * 

Panchoo Sien. 

■ ’ Lokenaut Manjee, who went to Serooppore. 

A true Copy. 

R* Sumner^ 

Secretary. 

Honourable Sir, # 

I have received the Honqui* of your Letter of this Date 1 and in Anfwer I take the Liberty to fub- 
mit to you the Reafons wby it has not Mtherto been in my Power to comply with the Orders of the 
Board, for laying before them the Accounts of the Feirms held by Caunto Baboo. 

In my Office the Accounts of the Revenues arc arranged under the general Heads of the Divifions > 
they do not particularize the Jumma Receipts or BaUnces of particukir Farms: For this Reafon I 
was obliged to apply for Affiltance to the Proviricial Councils. It was not till the Beginning of lall 
Month that I received all tlteir Anfwers i juft at the Time I was much occupied in preparing and ad- 
jufting the Annual Books and Accounts of the Revenue Department, to befent to Europe by the 
laft Ship to be difpatchcd this Month. I notwithftanding endeavoured to obey the Orders of the 
Board, but found it impoffible: The Accounts were all drawn out in fo many diffierent Forms, the 
Jumma ftated for the whole Period of tlw Five Years Settlement, the Receipts ftated only to the End 
M that Year, many Balances and Claims . unadjufteJ, that I could not poffibly find Means to 
throw the Whole into a general exaft Aottouht. 1 muft have had a Second Reference to the Provincial 
Councils } and I conceived their Anfwers could not arrive, fo as to give me Time to digeft and clofe 
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the AcfOtiUk t>^re the I^rturc 6 f the Annual Ship-, more cfpccially as the Orders of the Board 
fecined to itqoire the Accounts to the^onclufton of the Comiiiittcc’s Settlement, which does not 
expire till next Month. Until the Year 1 183 is ended, the Receipts cannot be alcertained, nor can 
the Balances be adjofted ; which renders it impoffiblc to ftatc with any Degree of Precifion the Ac- 
counts bctiTeW the Company andOuntooi* The Year drawing now fo near to a Conclufton,"! hope 
foo* to be|>oilfitfi|d of the neceflary Materials, and fball lofe no Time in obeying the Commands of 
the Btfknl/ which 1 IhoOld not haste he^lefted doing till now, had it been in my Power to form a 
complete Stltemeht of CauntOo’s Farms, and fuch as 1 could have ventured to fubmit to them as an 
accuratffone. With Kfpedt to the Orders for fending the 30 Lacks of Rupees to the New Fort, it 
was complied with the Moment I received it, as far as depended upon me; that Sum was imm^ 
diately coUpted apd put into Bags. As foon as this done, wirich I believe was nearly Ten Days 
ago, 1 acquainted the ChW Engineer, and requefted he would inform me when the Place and the 
Cneils in which it was to be depofited would be ready to receive it. He returned mt a verbal Anfwer, 
that as foon as they were prepared he would inform me of it. 1 only wait for his being ready, to 
fend the Money to the new Fort. 

I have the Honour to be, with Refpeft, 

Calcutta, 0 Honourable Sir, 

aSth March 1777, Y'our moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) C laries Croftes. 


A true Copy. 

R. Sumner, 
Secretary. 


Copy a( Mr. Francis’s Minute, dated 28th March 1777. 

Fort William, a 8th March 1777. 

Mr. Francis— The Governor General’s Minute, dated tl^ a6th Inftant, was communicated to me 
late laft Night. If a formal Reply to it were neceffary, the Diloatch of the tympany’* Packc^ 
which I underftand is to be clbfed To-morrow, wouW make it impolriblc. The Governor has had 
jnoreitlte a Month to fcbnfidcr and digeft an Argument which I mult anfwer in a few Hours, if I 
anfwer it at all, NotwUhftanding the wide Extent of his prefent and former Minutes, it feems it is 
equally foreign from his Intention, and fi»m the Duties of his Station, to engage m an indefinite 
Train of Controvfcrfy. I do not perfeflly underftand the Meaning of this Language, fince it is not 
fomuch to me as to the Honourable Court of Direftors that he owes an unreferyed Explanation 
of his Dcficns ; but I perfefily comprehend Ufe of it : Opinions and Propofitions which will 
not bear an Examination in Detail, can only"^ fafe when they arc entrenched in OWciirity, or when 
the foppofed Duties of a high Station make it unncccffary to explain or defend them. 1 am well 
afTurtd, that in fair Argument the Courfe 1 have obferved is the of 1 mh ; It allows no 
Authority to Affertions, *nd reduces a defuliory Difeourfe to fuch plain and determinate Propofitions 

cannot be qualified or evaded, and which every Man may underftand. 

1 (hall continue to follow this Courfe, in ftating fuch OblervatiOTS as the Governor s prefent 
Minute immediately fuggefted to me, and even now moft willii^ly 

on one Side the Argument has been ftria and in Point, and the Objcftions fohd, and whether they 
have been anfwercd or evaded on the other. 

Remark. Governor General— “ I have no Doubt that the 

, « Propofitions are faithfully cxiraited ; ycr as they 

“ Hand I confcls I fcarcc know many of them when 
« I meet them. They can only be underftood by 
« the Context, to which 1 have no Accefs, becaule 
“ I know not 'from what Parts of my Minutes they 
“ arejwken, as there is not a fingle Mark of Rc*- 
“ fercnce annexed to any of them.” 

I do not wonder that the Governor fhould difclaim ail Acquaintance f 

lions, wherever he meets them *, yet they are all exclufively bis own, 01 1 which 

The Extrafts arc taken from his Two laft Minutes on the 
mine was profeOedly an^ofwer, and they arc quoted precifcly m * 1" 

thofe Minutes Aov om of the Quotations would have led him lucceftively to all he reft ; and 1 
muft ftill be permitted to exprefs my Belief that ttey have 
and that it would eafily have occurred to the Governor s Ob erva y Q. 

' Governor General—" Of what Confequence is it 

“ to the Management of the Revenue in Bengal, 
" that the Settlement formed by Toorall Mull, aao 
“ Years agb, continued inviolate till the Govern- 
*‘ ment of Jaffier Cawn, or whether ic underwent 
" many Changes in the preceding Perio<i.” 

3E The 


falicly or unfairly dated. 


Sel. Com. Rep. Vt 
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^iJc Afl/werjd. ** 


The Amount of Toorall MuU’s S^t.tlement fhewt h(^ in^moiicr^^ ^lte . 

Country has teen encrcafetj mdtt the BritHh Dominion, iwwithAwditig l»?e 
MS Rt|<ww$ during a long ^cceffion of CaUmities, :j*he ij\oviolat«d Qonmuanw ? 

Aftflinent, during fo Itmg a Period, dcmonftrittcs the WKd.w!Somrf 

Mqgul GovCTnment, which contented itfctf with an unnUerable Quu Rent, teed one* fiw*!??! 

^ [wped, will eVf long be thought . worthy o^Si«tion, and #ndli jlMt'fta-f’n 
’ Tn? racking awl harrafling theCP^ntry wuh Fatjoing ^nd AhodaS^fliaf ‘ 

true, 1 do not propofe to revert to th^ Amount of the anqien^ A^ffwnt. Vwfr the ^1. !- 
yerninent island by Fafts which we cannot command, .indby Abufts to%, l#>Tg 
mu ot perfca and enure Corredtion | but « far as thofe Fadts will allow, I bIw kS 
Coomry, and revert, as nearly as poflible; #thc true Piinciplcs of «h« eoveriiment,lhJfc 

and Example we arc ready enough to quote whenever we wilh to CBCrcft the dSotJ Wr, r 
poled to belong to it. rowers Jup- 

Governor General— «» That the fame Caufe whid, 
« induced King A|tb# it^.eftaWilL ao,. equal aid 
permanent ^twdard for the Collcdlion of the 
venibes in his Jime, cqa*lly requires ibiit tlic fam/ 
or other Means as efficacious^, te. employed fbr the 
fame Ends in this.* 

The Idea of reverting to the Example of King Akba.r, m»R l»/e occurred but very lately, nro. 
bably i^thin thefe few Days, to Mr. Haftings. In May ,772 he afferted that “Ihe Modi£ 
ett,^ the Lands in f^arm, m every refpeA tM moft eligibUj” and in April ,775, «.* 
‘‘ the Value of the Lands had teen fofficiently afcertained.” But now it feems, after fiich a 
ter Of Lxpcrirticnts, wc are to imitate King Akbar in cftabliOiing an equal and permanent Standard 
for the Collnftion of the Revenues, and this new ValOation is <0 be formed by a Mode of Iiiquifi 
tion which Mr. Haftings, and every Member of the late Adminiftration, declare is not to be d/ 
pended on— I mean the Deputation of Aumcens. They have faid fo repeatedly i and I have ouotM 
iiicir Words as they ftand uponthe Ret^ds. ‘ ^ ‘ 

The Governw's profound Silence oPthis, and many other Points equally urgent againft him 

makes It unncctflkry taprefi ine Argumenr any farther. , aim, 

Governor Geiieraii-.** Mr... Frjmeis haiiiflertcd, 

« that U, (viz, a general HuAibood) was never in. 

,, * “ tfodu« 4 .tillthCiTia»eof Coffim Ally.” 

I have not denied that partial Huftaboods were fometimes made in Diftrifb wliere the fixed Re. 
venue had failed in Arrcar, in order to afeertain the Caufe of t!»: Deficiency, and to grant Relief 
when the Calc re . :ired it. But the Queftion is, whg^cr there ever wu an inftance of a general 
Huftabood of the Provi^ before Colfim Ally ? ThW 3 ovcmor will permit me to give the Anfwrr 
itf the precife Words of nw Canongoe, Secrynarain. 

But to the Timdof Coffim Ally Kban the Coltem of the Toomar and Tuffikees have bten 
“ •boliOiql, and the Cuftotn of a Hoftabood teen fubftituted in its Wacci’V Again t in his cth 
Anfwer, he lays, “ that the Nabbb Coffim Ally Cawn formed a Zillabundcdof the Mahals of tbw 
“ Subah, deputed Aumi^ into the Pergunnahs, and cftablilhed the Shefiftah, cr OMee of a Hiif- 
“ tabood,” . ^ 


Even Gunga Goyind Sing, to whofc Evidence in any of the pntfcnt Queftions I think the Governor 
General fhould not have appealed, fince he is in fa# the Author of the. Scheme, and the principal 
inftrument tc^arry it into Execution, is compelled by the Notoriety of the Faft, to acknowledge, 
« that WliBfciWhere had been Inftanccs of a Huftabood in particular Places, in order to realize the 
« Reveflite of fcvt^al Diftrifts. yitr afterwanls commenced in .thc yrimc of .Coffim Ally 

^ In this Place I teg Leave to make a few dbfervations upon the Governor’s Queftions to 
Canongoes, and on the Inconfiftency ci their Evidence. 

I ft. I apprehend tbit little DepenTOnee ^^^be placed on Opinions given by Natives of .Bengal 
holding Offices under Government, uolefii wfilp they foppofe the IlTue of the ^ftion to be indif- 
Icrcnt to the ruling Pow% and unconntfted with their own interefts. 

. 2d. I have already obilMkd that Gungo Govind Sing is a Party to the prefcnt loquifition, and a 
principal Aftor in it j he is immediately interefted in the Inftitution of the new Office, and the Perlbn 
moft Ukely to be benefited by the Profecution of the Bufinefs. 

3d. The Queftions ftated by the Governor himielf, to prove hLs own Arguments, cannot be ad» 
mitted as fair Queftions, fuppofing the Parties uninfluenced } but their Amfwcrs being takew by the 
Governor’s own Authority, without the Knowledge or Participation of the Bttard, or of the Time 
or Place where fuch Queftiotos were pur, mult deprive them of all Weight and Authority in his 
Favour. ^ 

4th. I obferve that the Two CaBOngoes con trad ift each other in fcvcral of their AnfWers, and 
that ihey do not perfedly agree in an)r* Thing, ext'ciic that the Plan of a uneral Huftabood was 
never attempted till the Time of Coffim Ally Khan. 

In aSllwcr to the Firft Queftion, Seftyoarain fays, that the Tumar Jumia is the fixed Rulti 

I Gunga 
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*“ •“ . 1 - 

^ '" :” An abfolutc F.HehoS a?a 

'^®*^** 89 ^* ** toillbfUB to be ContiituMl I (K«ll 
Icave tljc l^maindcr of their Ao%ers to the Infpeaion of the Curious* 

^ Governor General— “ Jo a Perfian Book i have 
* tnet with a Firmaun of King Aureng Zebe 
to one of his Dewans, which appears to 
i , “ ate fo much in point, that 1 have annexed.! 

^ • . !* TranflatioH of it,” 

I.know JJWvthe iVutbojntjr of this Book, nor ^ I pretend to judge of the Accuracy of the 

S riL' bc^L Wife"" " W-feuffick Dofs, but bfoo official Natnc.’^ In the 

Bodv w iti.ne js ralfa.both l^wan and Aumeens but the Lands which he is to infpedt are not 

fpecifiM,;nor doej , it appear whethw they are Crown Lands, jaghiredarry, or Zemindarry Lands 
It « Powevtr, from the, wjiolc Tenor of ;the Firmaun, that the Objeft of the Enquiry was to 

E mt W to protnoie the Recovery of a ruined^ depwHaUted Country ; not to etuzreafe the 
venue of it. If this Paper contained any F^vidcncc of the.Exiftencc of a general Huttabood in 
r Time of AuruM Zebe, fuch Evidence would Hand in direfit Contraidiaion to the united 
rcftimony of the Two Canongoesi and as for myfclf, I pay little Regard to either j I would not 
endeavour to reconcile them. 

Governor General—** An Inveftigation of the 
“ adual Colleftioni will always prove an Eafe to 
“ the Jpweft Clafs of Peoplcii wjiom the Au- 
“ meoii, can neither favouf fnooi Collufion, nor 
” opprcia from %Iotives of Rapacity.” 

.. j*i i n r ' the Govcrour General’s own Opinion : “ / cenftfi I 

Mmtns, btctufi I think tbty art ntt to h trufietf (Vide Revenue Con- 
fultationsh4th June 1775 jj and that of tte late Adminiftration, who fay, ** We are confident that no 
** Confidence can be put in this Mode or Ini^uiry.” 

Governor General— “ It is my Wifli to colled 
** the Revenue through the Medium of Zemin- 
** dars, where they art enable pf the Charge^ and to 
V „ , . “ employ other Means where they arc not.” 

This difcrctionary Power bttne referved to Government, the Queftion is, by whom, and what 
fixed Rule, fliall it be ' determined, which of theZemindara arc capable of managing their Own 
property,, anjd whiqh arc not. 

Governor General— « As to a perpetual Set- 
“ tlemcnt, we have no Authority to make one, 
“ nor would it be valid, till confirmed by the 
YU , . - ‘ “ Courc of Dircdors,” 

Mnderftood, that t^ Orderings Management, and Government of tb9 Territorial 
^qui^pdns and Revenues Were velfed by Law in the Governor General and Council } even the 
late Governmtmt, whoIB'Powcrs were not of the fame Quality or Extent, thdbght themfclves at 
Libcrt^o let the Country in Farm for Five Years cettain, without waiting for the Sandlion of the 
Coi^-of Diredors, Who I prefumc were bound by the Ad of their Servants. For my own Part, 
howper, I fbajl be,con,i^0t to wait for their Approbation, becat^ I am fure they will never reful'e it 
to- any .Meararc.rerm^ pp the Principles of JpfticOjjjmd, Lenity to the Natives of this Country, 
nor grant it t» ihe M^u^a at prefent in Agitation. ” 

. . , . (Sigifd) P. Francis. 

A true Copy , 

R'’ Sumner, Secretary. 


.V 


Copy of Mr. Francis’s Minute, dated jft April 1777. 

• ■* Fort William, ift April 1777. 

Mr. Frands— I have little Time to read, much lefs to anfwcr^e volumes with which the Governor 
Gweral is picafed tO'load the Confultations. In reply to his lad Work, dated tlie joth of March, 
‘ mall content myfelf with- Hating the Fads clear of all Ex^nation, and fubmit to Judgment on 
tne QpefuMs which arilis out of them. Appealing, as I do, to the plain Underftanding of Men, I 
* ftfoMgCr Proof of my own Convidion that Truth Is of my Side, than by declining 
an further Arguments,' and bringing the principal Points in Debate to a Ihort Ifl'ue. 


The 



ViJe Minute 
Mirch 
> 777 . 
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The Charge againft the Governor is for po(itlvle|ir d'rtUring, th'at^ he wffl o»» >Pohlic 


condufive to the Service, and employ the condit'titionlf Powers of thi* Governbeet,' I can 
“ to carry them into Execution ; nor for this Purpofe. Qiall I <|ee.m it neceini?;y to 
“ every Scries of ArgumentatioiHrith efbkh the othi^ Mcihbeb n^y''tfodcavdur*t| ^rotiwjft ’* 
a. He is charged with a Breach of, fi^ Law, l and- of thd'CoMftit^tion oflft^frovemnwhi, in 
making the preceding Declaration. The" Firft Queilion is, whether dt ju^ the Inftitutii^ of a 
Cduncil does not in its Nature imply Deltb««^ion and Advitf, and whether the Determination by 
the Majority of Suffrages alone, does not pto^rly belong to a popular /^embly.^nd wife to 
a Council of State ? The Second Queftion isj whether tliere be any Claufe of the AA of Parlia- 
ment which enjoins that the Voices in CoonCil (hall be mven after every Information received by 
Arguments on both Sides. The GovenKw ^Bumes the Negative, and deflrb me to point ouciuch 

a • rv<ti wav 1 ^ .1 A A »SMi • ^ ^ 


Claulc to him. The Words of the A^ TPhat where any fftill arife 

“ in any CtnfuJtatim, the Governor GeneraOn^ Cduncil (ball ^ bo|i»id”l)y' the O^iniin and 
“ Decifion of the major Part?” If Confulllfion ruppofes' Dib^te } if Bright be had by 
Vote alone, or by Ballot*, and if Ophtitn be fiMnething diftjnA* from ihereVbte'‘ittm 'D«;i{ion, it 
follows, that a Kcfufal to hear 4 ho OpiidOn* of tlW Couoiu|^ e]d:ladb' bhfc ihf 
perties of a lawful Refolution' Of Government, and ptOcC^t to r ffljjihf^i&]^y 

not be adopted by the Board, if- Oil the Opinions wem hcaAt ;’’ ' ' ' . * ■ ' ^ ^ ‘ ^ 

3. H the Firft and Second Queftion ihould be decided h^inft’the Govefnori' th^ Third will tjlpf 
little Moment ! “ Whether a ^fitive. Refufal to hear the Opinions of thdCounciPbe a Violation 
of the regular Forms of Debate eftablilhed by Cuftom ?” 1 have a Right tO ftippOk" ftich aCuftom, 
becaufe my own Experience fumilhes me with no Example to the contrary. The Court of DireAors 
will judge, whether it exifted here beforethe Commencement of the pnient Adminillration. The 
Circulation' of Papers and Queftiona^ ilflphe Interval between the Councils, is ufed for the Difpatch 
of ordinary Bufinefa, and does not piedille but rather facilitate the Delivery of Opinions at large, 
if the Cale appears to require it. No Refolution is, or ought to be ukeo in this Way, until every 

Member has lien every O ' -- — ^ _ . . , . . 

portance, whether Captain 
the neighbouring Villages, < 


cquire u. noi^iomnon is^ or ougne to oe ukco in cnia .w^y, until every 
Opinion. Tfte Govepsor general ibakeaJa a C^eftiOq of .woim^qI Irq- 
in Aft) and Captain Qrawlbid -fliould oe pf^bittd fHjm {>nhderiog 
s, or, aa he calls it,' 'cmmntin^ | ' ^ ' . . 

Governori^neral— ** I will not truft myfelf to 
** form ConjeAures qp the Caufes of this Reluc- 
** 4 kuice in the Ranhy, to Ihew the Accounts of 
“ the Dilburfements of the Raja’s Houfehold un- 
“ dcr her Charge, nor qp the Motives of ihofc 
BUOTfl^ fuBptott 'hef jh , jt.” 


For my Part, the Govetnor General Is at Libetty to form a'nd giV’e'Utterarttq^o aojf' ConjeAuw 
he thinks proper i but when he does lb let him avow it. Thoimh I am' libt accddhtable' to him 
the Motives on which I tA, I deltre no better than to meet the Governor before any Tribunal, which 
has a Right to judge of ofn^rerpeAive ConduA. . 


■•v ■ 


who.fo ftfeono 




Goyetnor.Gcneralr-^f It;’** not my. Province to 
«* deftiid Im^rilbii^nt qf k' MaH, l^ted to 


be indfc^\}artt'df t^ic^ard ot a[ private Com- 
» plarrtt.” ' ■; 

The Complaint was Public, the Governor General was a Partjr W the ^^^afurd^ aiid highly approved 

I think the Remainder of the GoWknof’s Minute does not icOTbEC aft AtofWff.i; Qj 
Aumeens has been fufficicntly dilbuffedj andiHpefy other Su^ea of Cohtiti^et')%t^lo|f Ifl aCoinparifon 
with that AA and Declaration of the Governor, by which the Court of siifi? mfotmeo, that 

all future Meafurcs wiUi!(|e chofen in ComunAion with one Member of the Council only, and carried 
into ICxecotion without waiting for the Opinion of the other Two Members, who at prefcni confti- 
tutc Half the Council. 

(Signed) , P. Francis. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) R* Sumner, Sec”'. 


■W ^ • T- 

Copy of the Governor General’s Minute, dated 31ft March 1777. 

' Governor Geneial—If Mr. Francis tiift afford Tiine to write a large Folio Volume upon an 
haufted SubjeA, and extend it with forei^ Matter, 1 know not what Duty require^ that I Ihould give 
up mine to a minute Refutation of it, or what Right he has to charge me with Evafion, for leaving 



P E N D I X» Nm5. 

anjf;?ar| ofiit ■ 14av« <lready given a full B»planauon of m Dcfigns to the Court of 

Dir^ftqrs, rifl|r»itncccCary,toweaf)f'theni'with Rcpetiti^. ; 6 

1 l^ve, qpmplaioed of the Chtouiionsof Propofuions, ftated as mine, without a Reference to the 
Pallage which they are tak^^^ To this Mr. Francis replies, “ That they are quoted prec.fely 
io^b^QfiJ.cr vjin^bitfh they ftandi ihtot any, of the Quotations would have led me fucctllivcly to all 
the lie be permitted to eicprefs his Belief, that they have not paffed without a criti- 

1 ^: l.am not furpriaed that Mr.- Francis Ihould take upon him to oppofe his Belief 
to my •fleclarjd^nowiedgo of • Point, which 1 ohly can be certain oi^ becaufe i have been accullomcd 
to it.^. It is. (orient to affirm in Reply, that if the J-xtrafts were taken from my Two laft Minutes, 

I kncw uaiot.t Tbad no Mark to guide me to them. 1 looked into my Minute j I met with One, and 
I ,bclicye ;i ,^cond Quotation, which being faithfully extrafted, 1 concluded the reft to be fo. 

I was tired with tthc. Se^rchi and fought no further, 1 neither knew that they were e|uoicd in 

the OrdcK i^^^hich they ftand in ibofc Minutes,” nor whatever Mr. Franns may believe, did 1 
beftow on them a critical Examination I did pot find Fault with the Extracts for being 
faithfully made, but for being quoted without the Context with which their Senfc was neceflarily con- 
nefted) and which had iabcen additd^ would a$ I belike, have rendered tiic Fropolitions fo explicit, 
as to have required no other Rcafonings to fupport them. 

1 do not fee by what Connexion the Amount of Tumi Mull*s Settlement ‘‘ (hews how immodc- 
r^ly the J3emand-:Upon the Country has been cncreafed under ilic Britilh Dominion.” Until it can 
h^proved^ that Money boro the fame relative Value in the Time of Tural Mull that it now does, and 
the Country, of Bengal contained the fame Extent of Land, no Conclufions drawn from the 
comparative Jumma of the Two Periods can be admitted, nor indeed is the Differences very coiifi- 
eferabte* - 

Mr. Francis on former Occafions has endeavoured to prove, that more was collefted from the 
Country during the Adminillration of Mahomed Uc7a Cawn than in the Time in which I had the 
chief Management of it j ^nd this is ihftanccd as a Proof of my Mifeonduft. Yet though tl^ De- 
mand theXountry had bqcn thus ‘‘immoderately cncreafed under the Britilh Domii^ion,” as 
Mr. francii ftatcf it, .1 foundt wh^p 1 took Charge, that the Sum produced by it fell fo far ll)ort of the 
Exigencies of Government, that befides incurring above a Crorc of Rupees of Debt, the Admini- 
ftrationabcfe has been obliged jn the preceding Year to draw on the Company for almoll another 
Crore^ . The Expenccs of the Government were reduced, their Debt cleared off, and there is a larger 
Sum of ready Money, now laying unemployed in their different Tieafurics than the Amount of their 
nett CollcAions made in any Onc,^ear fince the Acquifition of the Dewanny. As in the Time of 
thtfin Diltreffcs I obeyed their prwmg Con^mands in the Retrenchment of Expcnces, arid the En- 
largement of their Rcfourccs, fo 1 (hall now Ijc ready to afford that Relief to the Country which it 
requires, by X Diminution of the AffcfTinent of the Land Tax, and by contriving beneficial Means 
of returning the Specie of the Country into Circulation, if the Honourable Court of Dirctlois fliall 
be,pleafcd to give their Authority to it ; and if they (hould be influenced by Mr. Francis’s Argument, 
CO be contented with a Tribute in the Manufafturcs of the Country of 6o Lacks of Rupees, it will 
tfiable their Government to make this Relief moft complcat, and I (hall be happy to be an In- 
firumenc of their bencficient Commands. Hitherto I have been the principal Advocate for alf 
the Remiffjons which have been made for the Relief of the Country, and have drawn on myfclf 
much Obloquy by it. 

Mr. Francis fays^^ That “ the unviolatcd Continuance of the fame AlTeffment during fo long a 

Period, demonltrates the Juftice, l.cnity, and Wifdom, of the Mogul Governmentv”. I luve en- 
deavoured to prove (with what Sucqefs others will judge) that the AffelTment did ncit continue for 
n long Timednyiedaev i^As a Proofs I have mentioned the Abftradl of it, copied by Mr. Francis fiom 
in ancient Book, wriittn at the Period in which that Aflcffmcnt was formed, in Default of an Office 
Coj^y, none now cxifting j that which is called the Toomar in the Khalfa, difl'ering from the forma 
(as I have fajd before), both Jn Form and Amount, To whom does Mr. Francis allude when he 
fpcaks of the Ihameful rradlicc of racking and harralfing the Country with farming Syftems, 
and Annual Sc4lcrT^nw P*. Not to me i I found the Arming Syftcm already tftablilhcd through the 
Country j all the Ordfi;rs pf rhe (Jpmpany, all, without Exception, cnjoifi^ it ; I made it general, 
and received their Commendations for it*, I lengthened the Period of the Leafes, which before was 
Annual ta Five Year^ XhU was confidcretl by many as a bold Innovation, If a perpetual Afleff* 
menc (hall ever be allowed to take place, 1 lhall hope to be remembered as at leali One of the 
firft Projeftprs of it. ' , 

The Idqa of reverting to the Example of King Akbar mu(l have occurred but very lately to 

Mr. Haflings.” Mr* Francis has mifunderltood me;, 1 never entertained an Idea of rcvtiiing to the 
Example of King Akbar. Mr. Francis had taxed me with introducing Innovations: In Reply L 
quoted the Example of King Akbar, to (hew that the late Inveftigation which I had recommended, 
was< not an innovation. 

When.l aflerted in that the Mode of letting the Lands in Farm was the belt, 1 af- 

figned the Rcalons for that Opinion, which were applicable to the State of Bengal, and the Cprnpa- 
ny’s Affairs at that particular Period : I have affo faidj. ^ac ii^ would prove a Means of afeertainmg 
the Value p/ the Lands. This Opinion is triumphantly quo^td by Mr. Francis as inconfiflent wuh 
declared Objedf of the new Office. 

. Sftt. Com. Rep. VI. 3 ^ ® 
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The Objed!on has been fo fully and re|iSttd 1 y anfwcredi both Barweft^keM My Hllnuitt 
that I am furprized to find it again returned upon rne'? Bttt Whatever' Mf. TraWfc» teaf thinki th^> 
Plan of a cenerar Hoftabood, fO far from being inconfiftent with tite Ddtgh df 'tIte'Pive Y«tri 
Settlement, u a neceflirf and ev<fc efl^ntial Part of k. This will beft appear by the 
traftsfrom the Cabtooleats or Engagements exeiiltwl by every firmkr aha by eyetpC^'Ze^ind^r 
trufted wkli the Collcftion of the Revenue, when the Setftement 'vm fbttned in the Yetr tyjt, " 

The 16th Article of the Amulnamas OT Leafes (of Whfoh tlteCabObleats are an fkiftXodoter;.- 
paSt) entered in the Proceedings of the Committee'of ^ifoit in Judk iyyr, ik as ioHowe-: 

” A Mohrir having been appointed' withjipbjij Behalf of the'Clovtrhment; ybu to fuffer him 
“ to take comparative Accounts of your^riffitah^ and by no ’MeSns'ibake''any''liKret ar'cl'andef.' 
“ tine Colleftions : Should this be proved, you will not only haVe to pay what ybu have-fecreTed to' 
Governhnent, but alfo be fined proportiohably. Whatever Sheriliahdar may be appointed by the* 
** Government, he will only take comparative Accounts of your j he will Hkyb it Contern 

*' in the Management of the BuGnefs, or with tte enforcing of RkgUlatlbriS^^ . f* 

The 20th Article ftipulates and binds the FaWw as follows; 

Whenever you Ihall relinquilh your Farrtl|*^yoU lhall give ‘m » AftjlfofoSd' of ltS 'then State 
“ agreeable to the Rates of the Pottahs and Jumma at which you tOtdt k> yod fifSll cveir give an 
“ Account of what Improvements you have made in Cultivation.** 

The very heavy Ex^nce which would have attended- the fixed Appointrrtent (rf Mohrirs In every* 
Pergunnah, at a Time When the Finances' Of this Government werO fo lOw; prevented ’this Ekwutl^ 
of” the Meafurc mentioned in the Pirft Claitfe, Which I confefs I have fihce ibofe^han'oncd hlP’ 
Rcafon to regret. The Stipulation however marks the Intention of the theW Aekninillfation, and' 
efiablifocs the Right of Government to colleft the Accounts of the aftual Colleftions of the Partners 
and Zemindars. ^ , 

In the Settlement formed with the Rajah of Burdwan, the Sonpod granted to him, and the Mtt- 
chulka or Obligations that he entered into, which was fornried by Mh Francis, anfd are entered in 
the Revenue Confultations of the 14th Jt^Sc 1776, contain ClaufcS'diftated In- thb^ fitec Spirit, and 
ferving to efiabliGi the Right of Governiftent to derhand the AcCotintx Of tbs Mofoffil' or aftuat 
Receipts of Revenue. I maill here infert , a literal Copy of them. 

Article ift. “A Dewan lhall be appoirttedbn the Part of iho Company, in order that iWCtmat 
“ may be informed of the State of the Country, and of the Settlement of the Rerenue, aiid the 
“ Amount of the Moffttffil ColUHion). Any t)ifputes which may aVife betWcen tlte'Zemindar and his 
** Cutkinnadari, lhall be fettled by the Dewan.’* 

Article 9th, “ Every Settlement which the Zemindar may mSwFWhh his Agents, or with Farhil^ 
** or Cutkinnadars, in the MofFulfil, lhall be regiftere# irt the Suddeir C^tcherry at Burdwan, lihd' 
“ an Abftraft thereof entered by the Gentlemen of the Council at that Place in their Pro- 
“ ceedings.’* 

After this, is it neceffary for me to defend the Propriety of my Conduft, when on a different Oc*- 
eafion my Opponents adopted Meafures fdbnded prccifely on the fame Principles which they now* 
fo induftrioully labour to condemn In mine ? or were thefe Principles juft w^n they poflefled ihW 
entire Rule, and are they now bceome crimlnld only becaufe 1 havt adopted them ? The I’all Claole' 
of the Cabooleats of 177*, above quoted, was cxprefsly intended to provide, at the Expiration of 
the Leafes, cotnpleat Mathis for forming a general Huftabood or Valuation of the Rents, 
throughout Bengal, as titC Mt^ns of regulating the future AlTelTment. The Period is now come 
when thofe NUteHals aro to fapfobllefted \ and all that 1 have recommended and done, has fimpl/ 
this for its Objeft. Thus' 1 havi in Three Lines defcribed the Principle, Origin, and End of a PlatV 
upon which Volumes have been written. To colleft the Accounts of the Rents, for the PurpOfe of 
proportioning the Land T ax, has been held forth* as an InftShcif df unparalleled Tyranny j yet in the 
City of London, the Scat of Liberty, this is done every Day. The AflelTmcnf Of the tand Tak iv 
impofctl according to the Rents of the Houfts, and if a Landlord tdifts the Rent of his Houfe 
f. 10 i Year, the Tax upon it is increafed in JVoportion. 

Mr. Francis has remarked another Ihconflllency in the late InftiloriOh SrliR fotfnei' Declarations 
made by me againft AutMtens. It is true;; that 1 nCVer approved bf Aubieenf deputed on-' ocCaGonal 
inveftigatioris into the Cwntry, whether for the Purpofc of afcertatnlng'TlekS Of Rtmii^n, or the 
aftoal Amount of Colleftions, becaufe of the Intereft which the Fantief Wr Zrmiildar had on fuch 
OccaGons to purchai'c a favourable Report from the Aumeen, 

In the prefent Calc, however, there is not the fame Temptation to CollaGon.'* The Fifteers are 
bound, by their Cabooleats or original Engagements, to deliver up the Accounts bf their Collec- 
tions at the Clofc of their Leafes j and as they have no longer an Intereft in tbelif Farms,- they have 
no Inducement, or at leaft no common Inducement, to fupprefs the Value of them, much lefs ta 
pay for their Suppreflion. BeGdes^^ it was impolTible to colleft the Accounts bill by Ajirbeens ap* 
pointed either immediately by the Governor General and Council, or by the Plrovindial Councils. , 
By haying adopted the Grft Mode, we lhall be furnifhed not only with States of thC former Re- 
ceipts of Revenue from every Diftrift, with the Opinions of the Proviniljft^GbunftlS and th«r 
Officers on the Value of the Lands, add 'the Revenue which they can yiClti 'iW -0 fair and 
leftion, totally unconnefted with fbC Repbrlli of the Autrieens ; but thC Provincial Councils an® 
their Officers will fcrve to check and controul the Conduft of the Aumcehs, of Whofe Autho*'‘ 5 ^ an 

■ . s. laterfeteBce 
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Interfcwicethef mufti ^ naturally jealous* Left the frequent Repetition of the Word Autnceni 
Jhould give rile to a mtftaken Notion that they arc Perfoni of a fepirate Clafs or Proteffion, I muft 
rcfpark, that they take their ^lamc merely from the Bulinefs which is committed to them, and that 
any Obje^ion againft them will equally be againft every native Officer concerned in conduAing the 
Bufioela of the Rqyenue, or employed in any Place of Trull throughout the Country. 

I do not remember the DillinAion which Mr. Francis novy alludes to, as made in his former 
Mintjtes, between partial and general Hullaboods, between Huftaboods made to afeertain the Value 
of Lands, and the Caule of Detkicncics. Underllanding that he had denied ablblutely the PraAice 
of Hullaboods till the Time of Colllm Ally Cawn, 1 brought Proofs of the PraAice having long 
be/ore exifted i but I will relume the Argument on hi^odhi Ground. If it was the Cullom formerly 
to make partial Hullaboods, where (as Mr. Francis fays) the fixt Revenue had fallen in Arrears, in 
order to aftertain the Gaufc of the Deficiency, and to grant Relief, this Admilflon is all that isjequired 
for the PurpoJe on which this SubjeA was firit introduced. In a former Minute I had alTcrtcd, that 
“ the Difficulsics which Mr. Francis apprehended were not only furmountable, but fuch as had 
** always yielded to the fame Mode of Invelligation^ conllantly and fuccefsfully praAilcd under the 
“ Mogul Government.” Mr. Francis, in Reply, denied that this Mode had been praAifed under 
the Mogul Government till the Time of Colfim Ally Cawn : He now admits, that it had been 
praAifed, but not generally •, nor for the Purpofc for which I had inllitutcd the prefent Hullabood. 
But this was a Cbarge of the original QueAion } a Htillabood, whether general or partial, or wiiatever 
t^the ObJeA of it, requires the fame Procefst and if that Procefs has been praAifed formerly, there 
^ be no ReaTon for condemning it as impraAicabic now. It is confefled that it has been praAifed 
formerly i my Cooclufion therefore follows of courfc, that it is praAicable now. 

But as Mr. Francis has taken a wider Latitude, by affirming, that it was not the PraAice to make 
general Huftaboods^ I Iball take the Liberty to controvert this Pefttion alfo, by recurring to a 
Angle FaA, indifputable, and already inftanced in my former Minute, as a Proof even of the gene- 
ral PraAice- Tm Tumar of Rajah Toorul Mull was formed on a general Huftabood > and as 
his- Exaoiplc is perpetually appealed to, as of the moft facred Authority, I prefumc that Mr. 
Francis will not require that I would defeend to Precedents of inferior Credit. 

Mr. Francis has taken upon him to difputc the Anfwers of the Canongocs, which accompanied my 
Minuted the a6th, upon Two Principles; Firft, That they are influenced and iniercfted to give 
Anfwers agreeable to tne "Wilhcs of the ruling Powers. Secondly, That their Anfwers arc contra- 
diAory to each other. It will be difficult to fupport both of thclc Pofitions \ for if they were in- 
fluenced to give Anfwers agreea^ to the ruling Power, then they certainly would correfpond j 
and on the contrary, if their AnflUfi do not correfpond, it is a Proof at leaft, that they were not 
influenced. I leave it to Mr. Francis to reconcile this Difficulty. 

The ContradiAion which he remarks in tic feparate Anfwers to the pirft Queftion, arifes from 
an Error in miftaking the Word Firjl Rule, for Fixed Rule. The Word in the Pcrfian is Mo- 
kudtim, which fignifios Firft, or Principal. 1 foppofe Mr. Francis’s ExtraA was taken from a 
faulty Copy. By a Reference to the Tranllation of the Canongoc’s Anfwers, Mr. Francis will find 
the Words Firjt Rule,” plainly written. He will alfo find, that he has miftakcn the Words 
Varied Rate, in the fame Paper, for Varied Rule : And as his Opinion of Inconfiftency in the An- 
fwers of the Canongoes, in this inftance, is founded on an Error in Reading, it is necdlcfs to fay 

more on the SubjeA. , . • i r» ir 

In the Anfwers given by the Two Canongoes to the Second QucHkw^ '* certainly a Di re- 
rencet but no Inconfiftency nor ContradiAion. The Queftion itfclf is not, perhap^ ftated with 
fufficieni Accuracy •, for it is evident, that Serrynarrain undcrllood it ai refpcamrrerfons, and 
anfwered accordingly, that “ the Tumar was defigned neither for the Zemindar, nor die lor a aloOlt- 
“ dars, nor for the Ryots, but for the Value of tneXands." The other Canongoc, undetftan mg ic 
in another S«l^ retiliei in Terms implying, that Tpmar provided a for ^''^7 
of the CoileAiont, from the rlargcft Zemindarrec to the Land of the lowed Ryot. 1 Ins iJillerencc, 
however, is a Proof, thiC their Anfwers were not concerted. , i,-, 

If Mr. Francis can trull fufficiently either to his Information being ° l' 

Experience and Knowledge in Points of Revenue more perfeA than that of 
have fpeni all their Life-thne in the Khalfa. and whofc Families have Bhln in PolTc/non ot tf^e 
Offices which they now hold for many Generations, as to affirm, that what they have is 

an abiblute Falfehood and Impoffib.lity,” he will cxcufe me if I acquielce in f" P"«^P- 

tory a Decifioo t Every Officer of the Khalfa, and every Man who has had any Concern n the Col- 
leAions, can inform him, that the Jumar afeertained the Original Rate of every » g 

nah. Village, and Rypt’s Land, irt the Province. rr u •. ,r.. .tnnbiffi 

As the Authenticity and Accuracy of the Tranllation of Auriing ^ebc orocure 

by Mr. Francis, I will furnilh him with a Copy of the Pcrfian Ongitu . He "’7, sf ile which \l 
however, the whole Book from almoll any Libmry in Bengal. The E ^8 "^ Antiouitv but 

confidered as a Standard in the Pcrfian Language, *. -- ordered i<? be ^made 

» U, I. phWy, .h., .h. UnS. of ** 

“ Not merely to grant 
Mr. Francis fup- 


are Lands held by jagheefdars and Chowdrics, v,. .... “ f , , 

or Huftabood will appear, on a more minute InfpeAion, to be * *0 o 

« Relief, and to promote the Recovery of a ruined depopulated ^ fir'd 

pofesjbut alfo, ** w increafe the Revenue of it.*' If it had been confined, , y ObjeA, 



appendix, N‘ 15. 

OtycAi Mr. Francis and I are agreed in Opinion, that Bengal ^as fu^erfd in iUiPopuktion } and I 
believe i&e has frequently alTerted, that it is a ruined Country j fo i^at even qi\ this Principle, it 
would Icrve to fliew the Nece^ty of a Huftabood. As to an Increafe pf Revenue, J have repeat- 
edly declared, that it is not my Objedf. i ^ 

I repeat my Opinion, that an Inveftigation of the actual CuUei^Mna will pr<^ an.Eafcto tjie 
loweft Clafs of People, although Mr, Franqs controvcrta/rt, by. again, quoting a wmcr Obfcrvation 
of mine, tha “ Aumecns are not to be trufted,” I have ulready.nufwercd this Obje^ion, I am fen- 
fiblc that they require Checks. The Obfcrvation applies equally to every otiter Officer of Revenue 
and if it was to be therefore inferred, that they arc never to bo , employed, the Managentent of the 
Territorial Acquifitions would be at an End, end every Departn^nt of Government would (land ftil], 
I am at a Lofs to judge whether Mr, Francis intends the Remarks which follow the Qiiotaiioii 
from my Minute, where I propofe ** to colle^i the Revenue through the Medium of the Zemindars 
where they are capable of the Charge, and to employ other Means where they are not,” as an Objec- 
tion. If he docs mean it as an Objeftion I conceive it to be equally fti;ong agaioft the 5 dth CUufe 
of the Plan, dated aad January 1776 , which hfl»fcnt Home to the Coufi' Of Oirc&orst He there ex- 
preiTcs himfelf a.s follows: As many of the ^emindars will at Hrft be incapable of managing their 
“ Lands themfelvcs, they fliQuld be obliged to retain a Dewan (or Steward) of fufficient Ability and 
« good Charader, who (hould be entruRqi with the Management of the Lands, and be anfwerablc 
for the Rent due to Government, without whofe Approl^ot) hjf ought npt to be.difinified during 
‘‘ Four or Five Years at Icaft aftci; the ISril Sctjtlement.” .Tqts Claufe in my Miiid evinces that Mr. 
Frahei^'^fo is of Opinion, that it is. nccciTary, where Zemindars are incapable to ufe o& 
Means', and he will excufc tne if 1 here give him b«ck his, own Remark > *\Tfeis diferction^ 
Rower being referved to Government, the Queftion is, by whenn, and by what bxcd’Uule (hall it 
be" determined, which of the Zcmindaries are capable of ina 9 /iging their own Property, and which 
“..arc not.” " 

The Honourable Court of Direftors only, can de^erminp .whether. Mr- .FTanps or Fare beft 
grounded in our Ojpinions, as they are xontraAcd with each other in tb!e.c.onqliMding Paragraphs of 
his 'Mmiitc. AccOraing to mine “ we have no Authority ito make a perpetual ;^tt)eij)ent, nor would 
it be valid till confirmed by the Court .qf Direftors.” Mr, Frances in pppofttiqn;to this rcmUrks, 
** I have hitbertq underfipod, that the Orderingi Management, and Governjoentt.pf the Titrritorial 
“ Acquifitlpn^'and Revenues were vefted ljy,,Law in the Governor General an<i Cquivcili^.Evcn the 
“ late Government, whqfe Powers were n(tt.-.of the fame Quality or Extent, thought themlelvcs at 
“ Liberty to let the Country in Farm for Five Years certai^without waitmg for the Sandlion 
“ of the Court of Dircilors, who 1 prefume were bound byiptAffof their Servants.”' 

I will not follow Mr. Francis’s Reafonings, I will npt prefume to pafs Judgment on the Powers of 
the Company, and 1 will not confent to the Formation*of . a perpetual and irrevocable Settlement of 
the Revenue of Bengal ; ignorant of their Pleafurc, a Propolition of fuch Magnitude I confefs would 
have ftartled me at any Time, and under any Circumftanccst but from Mr. Francis it fills me with 
Artonilhmenr. When the Company hav^b*®*’ cxprcfsly and repeatedly called upon for their Senti- 
ments and Orders on this Subje^ and wmn Mr. Francis himfelf has fubmitted to them a volumi- 
nous and regular Plan fur the Settlement and Management of the Revenue, I Ibould not have ex- 
pelled that Mr. Francis would have recommended a Meafure, which if carried into Execution, would 
entirely defeat the Efit& of their Commands, and at that very Infiant too iri which they ought 
to arrive. What then are his. Plans, his Documents, and his lengthened Minutes, intended merely 
as the Amufements of bis Hburs, as Objeds of Curiofity, or as Impediments to Bufinefs ; and 
becaufe I ha^^on fome <^cawtai refufed to accompany him in this unprofitable Amufement, and de- 
clined to conteft all tu$ fpocalatjve Opinions, is he therefore privileged to conllrue my Forbearance 
into an Acknowledgment of their Truth, or an Inability to anfwcr them ? 

I (hould here dole my Minute, but though my Time will but ill afford ^dwelj ^i)geF''b^n it, 1 
cannot pafs unnoticed One Particularity in Mr. Francis’s Writings, with whidt his kft' d^cially 
abounds. • ' - r jd,; 

The Authorities which he has Occafion to pnoducfi in Support of bia owt) Dof^inea, «« introduced 
with a Pomp of Words and with ExpreiQons of the moft implicit Qreditj, and tCven (of Veneration, 
while he affeds the mofiit^apercilious Conteinpt and Dilbelief of thofe who arqbppOfed to fbem. 

The Evidence of the Canongoes is obtainea by the Infiuence of the ruling Power} i(iii;inconfi(lent: 
it is falles it is jmpolTible. Satisfied with theie Conclufionsi he rapidly leaves' fh'e AigdODenr, and 
with Tone of Viftory, which the temperate Reader wilt perhaps think not warranted by Occafion, 
exclaims in the following \)fords: - , . r 

But the Talk of following thefe Canongoes is too toilfome tq be coatiiu^S I d^all thqefore 
leave the Remainder of their Anfwers to the Infpedlion of the Curious*” ' 

Of the Firmaun, which is added as an Appendage to my lall Minute, he fays, I know not the 
“ Authority of this Book, nor cai| I pretend to judge of the Accuracy of the Tranfiation i” and, 
reluming the Evidence of the Canongoes^' for the Purpo^ of joining both in One coipinon Cenfurc. 
“ As to m) fclf (he concludes) I pay lb llftle Regard to cither, that.l (hould not ^qdcayour to rccon- 

Had 1 bep difpofed to alTume the ftWfe’i.ibcrtyV^Ws Authprhles, I mighf have brought mveh 
ftronger Objedlions againll the Extradls, which he calls Documents, of the printed B.ook of Mr. Hoi* 
well and Mr. Scrafton, without injuring the Names of thofe Gentlemen by my Obfcrvatioos } and I 

' • ' ‘ might 
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might have refufed evM to examine the Credit of the numerous Tranflations of Accounts which he 
has tranimitted to tr^ Court of Diredtors, and aflened to be authentic, although unacconrjpanicd by 
a finglc Voucher or fcvidcncc \ but I was convinced that whether they were genuine or otherwife, Mr 
Francis was fatisfied with their Truth} nor Ihould I have thought myfelf at Liberty to dilpute it 
without affigning the fulleft Reafons for my Want of Faith. Perhaps 1 might claim the fame candid 
Indulgence from Mr. Francis, but I confels I do not exped it, fincc he has Twice refufed to cr\ve 
Credit even to roy own Afluranccs, on Points which could only be alcertained by my own internal 
Knowledge. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A true Copy. 

R' Sumner, See''. 


Copy of Mr. Francis’s Minute, dated ift April 1777. 

Revenue Department, ift April 1777. 

Mr. Francis — At this late Hour, and immediately before the Clofe of the Difpatch, it is not tp be 
expefted that I can enter into a Refutation of the Governor’s voluminous Minute, dated Yefterday. 
The general Drift of it is, if pofliblc, to make the Honourable Court of Diredois Parties againft 
me, as if it were not my Objeft to make ample Provifion for the Commercial Intcrelts of the Com- 
pany } or as if I had ever recommended the making a perpetual Settlement of the Revenues with- 
out their Authority. With refpeft to the Second Charge, I have only to fay, that if I have ever re- 
commended that Meafurc, my Words ought to be quoted. As a Matter of Faft, 1 deny it. The 
Firft Charge, fortunately for me, will admit of a pofitive Refutation. The Governor fays, “ If 
“ the Court of Direftors fhould be influenced by Mr. Francis’s Arguments, to be contented with a 
« Tribute in the Manufadkures of the Country, of Sixty Lacks of Rupees,” &c. Now the Fa£l is, 
that the Eftimatc annexed to my Plan provides and allows no lefs a Sum than Ninety-two Lacks of 
Rupees for the Inveftmcnt and Commercial Charges. Such is the Candour with which 1 am treated ! 

I fee fome other Points in the Governor’s prefent Minute, which require an Explanation } but I 
fairly confefs, that my Attention and Patience are exhaufted. On thefe Points I truft that the 
Judgment of the Court of Direftors will be fufpended, until another Opportunity may offer of ad- 
drcfllnc them on the Subjeft. 

1 (Signed) P. Francis, 

true Copy. 

R" Sumner, 

Secretary. 


2d April 1777, 

Governor General — It is neceffary that I fhould reply to Mr. Francis’s Ihort Minute of tJic 
ift April, as it contains a Charge againft me of having mifreprefented Two Fads to his Difadvantage, 
in my Minute of 31ft March. 

Mr. Francis fays, that “ the general Drift of it (viz. my Minute 31ft March) is, if pofliblc, to 
“ make the Honourable Court of Diredors Parties againft me ; at if it were not my Objed to make 
“ atopic Provifion for the Commercial Intcrefts of the Company, or as if 1 had ever recommended 
“ making a perpetual Settlement of the Revenues without their Authority. With refped to the 
“ Second Charge, 1 have only to fay, that if 1 have ever recommended that Meafurc, my Words 
“ ought to be quoted. As Matter of Fad.” 

I fhall firft anfwer the laft Queftion, Whether Mr. Francis ever recommended a perpetual Settle- 
ment without the Authority of the Court of Diredors f It took its Rife from the following Paflage 
in the laft Paragraph but one of my Minute of 26th March : 

“ The Orders from the Court of Diredors invariably require that the Revenue be kept up to its 
“ eftimated Amount, and difeourage the Allowance of Remiflions. On the other Hand, it has been 

repeatedly recommended to them to allow a general Abatement in the Rents; and their Decifion 
“ on this important Queftion may be expeded by the Firft Difpatches from F.ngland, whicli, as no 
“ very urgent Caulc requires it, it would be both imprudent and unbecoming to anticipate. As to 
“ a perpetual Seftlment, we have no exprefs Authority to make one^ nor would it le valid until confirmed 
“ by the Court of Diredors." Mr. Francis, in his Anfwer of the 28th Match, quotes the laft Sen- 
tence, with liis.Oblervations on it, in the following Manner ; 

Governor General — ” As to a perpetual Set- 
•* tlement, we have no Authority to make one, 
“ nor would it be valid till confirmed by the 
•* Court of Diredors.” 

G 


.Ssu Com. Rep. VI 


3 


“ I have 
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** I have hkherto uiKierllood that the Ordering, Management, and Government of the Ternto. 

** rial Acquifitiona and Kcvmues were vefted by Law in the Governor General and Council : Even 
“ the late Government, whofc Powers were not of the fame Qiiahty or Extent, thought themfclvti 
at Liberty to let the Country in Farm for five Years certain, without waiting for the Saniuon of 
the Court of pire^ors, who I prefume were bound by the A6t of their Servants. For my own 
** Parr, however, I ftall be content to wait for their Approbation, becaufe I am fore they will never 
“ refuli it to any Meafwre formed on the Principles of Joftke and Lenity to the Natives of ihu 
Country, nor grant it to the Meafures at prefent in Agitation.’* 

I certainly underftood this Padage as an Objedion to the Opinion which I had declared, and 
which is prefixed to it, and I believe moft People that read it will underftand it in that Senle for what 
other could it mean ? If my Opinion was juft, that we had no Authority to make a perpetual Settle- 
ment till confirmed by the Court of Diredors, which Opinion made only Part of a Declaration to 
the fame Elfed, and Mr. Francis concurred with me in that Opinion, to what do all bis Comments 
upon it tend ? Why was I reminded that the Ordering, Management, and Governmenr, of the Ter- 
ritorial Acquifitions and Revenues were vefted by Law in the Governor General and Council, and in- 
formed that the Court of Diredors were bound by the Ad of their Servants, unlefs it was meant tu 
induce me to carry into immediate Execution a Meafure which I had declared my Refolution of lul- 
pending for the Orders of the Court of Diredors i Even the Declaration made by Mr. Francis, that 
he mall be (taunt to wait for their Approbation,” and the Realbns affigned for it, ftill fupport the 
ConftrUdiott which 1 have put upon this PalTage of his Minute, “ becaulc (fays lie) I am fure they 
« will rlcvcr refufe it to any Meafures formed on the Principles of Juftice and Lenity, nor grant it 
** to the Meafures at prefent in Agitation The obvious Meaning of thefe Words furely is, that he 
is fatitfied that the Court of Diredors would never refufe their Approbation, to a perpetual Settle- 
ment formed on propter Principles, and that his tnly Objedion to it at the prclent Time is, that it 
would be formed by me, and on Principles which he dilapproves : This might be a Rcafon for hint 
to be content that the immediate Execution of a perpetual ^ttlement fliuuld be fufpended ; but it 
would be none with that Part of the Council who fupported “ the Meafures at prefent in Agitation 
and as the Paflage Hates the uncommon Power vefted in the Governor General and Council by Law, 
and the PoTttion, that the Court of Diredors were bound by the Ad of their Servants, and all this 
in Anfwer to my Opinion, that we had no Authority to make a perpetual Settlement, nor would it 
be valid till confirmed by the Court of Diredors i the Conftrudion which fuggefted itfelf to me, that 
Mr. Francis recommended a perpetual Settlement, will not appear forced or unnatural. 

I had other Rcafons alfo to conclude, that in Mr. Francis’s Opinion it w^s no^ necelTary to wait 
for the Sentiments of the Court of Diredors on the different Plans for the future Settlement 
which had been tranfinitced to them, or to fufpend the ExecutiA of fo important a Meafure till 
the Receipt of their Orders : In all the various and lengthened D’ifcuflions which have lately palfed 
on this Subjed, he has never, to the beft of my Recolledion, mentioned or alluded to the expeded 
Orders of the Company. The following Quotation from his Minute of the 5th November 1776,^,^ 
which he firft objeded to the Plan of a Valuation of the Lands, ferved to confirm me in this Opi- 
nion: Speaking of the Number of Accounts to be procured, he fays, “ all this mull be done 
“ Ibme Time before April next, and Government is to be fo well aflured of the Accuracy of the 
Accounts, chat we may fafely make it the Foundation of our Settlement.” And in his Minu(e of 
aift February he remarks, ^ht (^ovtrntr fays, “ that if the Commands or Exigencies of the Com- 
** pany will admit 6f if, he ftiall In; ready to join in lowering the Revenues j” thi Relief of the Country 
“ then is ieftrrtd U it fam Lay, 

The ether PafTage in my Minute of which Mr. Francis complains, is the following : “ If the 
Court bf Dkedors Ibbuld be infiuenced by Mr. Francis’s Arguments to be contented with <* fW- 
“ hutt in the Manufadures of the Country of 60 Lacks of Rupees, &c.’’ I (hall be forry if thde 
Words ihatl be underftood by the Court of Diredors in the Senfe in which Mr. Francis has taken 
them y‘f meant not to caft any Refledion upon him for having recommended the Redudioh of the 
lnveftnjS.pt to 60 Lacks of Rupees, although I will own that 1 had in my Recolledion the Idea of 
Mr. Francis having fomewhere made fuch a Recommendation : 1 am- very ready to corred this Error, 
as I do conclude from Mr. Francis’s Declaration^ that it is one •, but that the Court of Diredors may 
underftand the Senle in which this fuppofed Opinion of Mr. Francis was quoted, or at lead that it was 
not with the pblique DcQ^ which he has attributed to it » 1 will add, that if it is not Mf. Francis’s 
Opinion, that the Amount of the inveftment drawn from the Kclources of the Country alone, (hotild 
be fixed to a rpbderate Amount, it is mine, and I am convinced that their Wifdom will, at fomc 
Period or other, ailopt U. 

Warren Haftings. 


2d April 1777, 


Govenibr General— T have read over Mr» Francis’s Minute of the ift of April, with great Atten- 
tion. It does not appear to me neceftary<tO fellow Mr. Francis again through all the DiviOons of 
the Qtieftion befotc us, having already very largely difeuffcd them in my Minute of the 30th March. 
But as the Concluiion dates as mine, a Declaration which I have never made, a ihort Reply will be 

necelTary, 



A P P E 


N D I X, N-iJ. 


.TafSlow "’•J I, rti. Hi-WorJ. 

» I think the Remainder of the Governor’s Minnr^ /!/».. 

.. of the Aumeens has been fufficicntly ciifcuffcd, and every other slS o/clnr 
Coroparifon with that A& and Declaration of the Governor k» ** loft w a 

“ informed, that all future Meafures will be chofen in ConiunAin ^ n *HF°'*i* of Dircftorj ^K 
.. 0 , 1 ,. .nd «,r»d m.o Execution «i.lt 

.. at prefent conaitute Half the Council.” ^ ^ Mcmbera, who 

I have never made any Declaration, that I would carry into Fy^cnfinn oU vr r • • 
waiting for the Opinion of, the other Two Members, wh7at prefent conftitute Half T‘rk‘ 

only Proof that I can produce of this Aflertion. and indeed ft s imSffible Council. Th®, 

other, is the Declaration itfelf, which I fliall here qumc at iJrgJ. 

« 'k H nf condefeend to ihcw not that Refpeft which is due to 

the Head of that Government of which they were appointed joint Members by the King and Par 
hament of Great ^tain, this I do not expeft; but the common Forms of Civility ^which are 
. mutually due from Men placed in an equal State of Society, when they fhall receive nw Opinion! 
» with Candour, and anfwcr them from no other Impulfe than a Defirc of unitin? with nJTJthl 
*! ^ the Company s and National Iiuerefts committed to our common Charge, I Ihajl nptlavo 

» a Wilh to avail r^lelf of the Conftitutional Privileges, fcanty as they are, which arc annexed to 
» my Station, and lhal ever wait chearfully for the Aid of their Judgment to determine my 
But " mpoffiiU, I ftall think niyfclf juftified in chufing fuch Meafures, in Conjundion with 
« the only Member of the Board on whom I can rely for Afliftance, as lhall appear to^us moll con-' 
» ducive to the Service, and (hall employ the conaitutional Powers of this Government while I can 
» to carry them into Execution , nor for this Purpofc (hall 1 deem it necc(Dry to wait the tlofc of 
“ every Scries of Argumentation with which the other Members may endeavour to protrad it ” 

In every AlTcmbly or Body of Men, however formed, or by whatever Name, it is ncccflarv that 
Qucftiqns brought l«forc them (hould have feme Point of Termination. If this Council were an 
Exception to the univerfal Rule and Prafticc, if no Queftion could be decided till the Clofc of every 
Scries of Argumentation, then it would reft with any one diffentient Member to put an entire Stoo to 
the Bufinefs of Government. ^ ^ r 

As to the General s Minute, it is beneath a Reply. He may continue to revile me with Lao 
yet grofter, if grofler can be invented. This, with the other Evils attendant on my prefent 
tion, while I continue in it, I muft bear, and he knows it. 

# * (Signed) Warren Hallings. 


;uagc 

itug- 


E:k^ra<fl of Fort William Confultations, in their Revenue Department, dated i ah July 1777 , 
General Sir John Gavering delivers in the following Minute; 

General Clai^cring^The Steps taken by Mr, Haftings in the Month of November laft, }>y the ille- 
gal Aflumption to himfclf, independandy of the reft of the Adminiftratibn of this Country, of 
tiie ordering and forming the new Settlement of the Lands, as they vefted in him the entire Con- 
dud ot that Bufinefs, fo they moft certainly difebarged the other Members who did not concur 
in of all the Refponfibility refulting therefrom. Hence it is obvious, that it did not depend on 
n>e that a new Settlement was not made when the laft expired on the loih of Aprils ^nd that I 
am not anlwcrablc in any Shape for the Detriment which muft attend a late protrafted Settlement, 
Only to be felt when .the Accounts of the current Year arc made up. Three Months arc already ex- 
pired of the new Year 1 and from the bed Information I can obtain, it will at Icaft require Two 
more, luppofing the Settlement fliould be immediately commenced, before it can be finiflicd. 1 am 
Icnfible 1 may be told, that the Kifts of the firft Five Months are very light j and that no mate- 
rial Prejudice can be fuftained by poftponing the Concluiion of the Settlement fo long. lo anfwcr, 
1 muliremark, that according to the accuftomed Mode in which the Killbundcc of thefe Provinces 
is formed, the Demand of the firft Five Months is precifely One fourth of the Amount of the 
V hole Settlement, be it what it may. In the mean Time, from the Difpofition which has been 
niadcof the Lands, in placing them under the temporary Authority of Zemindars and Sczawalls, 
wiiliout eftablifhing any Agreement or fpecific Engagement, by which a legal Demand can be 
made, cither by the Collcftors on the Ryots, or by Government on the Colledors, it is impoffiblc 
to guefs at the Difficulties that may occur from fo unfetiled a Stxire. In this Situation of Things, 1 
tlm k it my indilpcnfablc Duty to enter this Proteft againft the Delay in forming a new Settlement, 
aud againft all the Conlequenccs refulting therefrom. 

Governor General — I have taken fomc Pains to form the Plan of a new Settlement, grounded 
on the Orders lately received by the Egmont, and did hope to hxivc been able to have produced it 
to the Board on this Day ; but 1 find it a Work of fo much Difficulty, that 1 have not been able 
to accompli fli it in Time. As foun as it is drawn out I will ferrd it in Circulation for the InlpcCtion 
ihe Members of the Board j who, 1 hope, will be picafed to ^ve it their Attention, and be able 

1 to 


Ceafrtl*! 

Butt ic|»nlui| 
Iht IcttlittCBt. 


Oofcrftor Ci- 
Bcr«l'i Reply 
thcicio* 
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to decide upon it, or to adopt any preferable Mode for fecuring the CoHeftions of thii Year, on the 
next Council Day. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Revenue at 

Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, /. , ,, m 1 j l ^ . 

Some Difputcs having arifen between the Farmer of the Kaus Tullooks and the Zemmdarof 
Mahamedlhahy, refpeaing the Villages of Jeel Jungle Dyah, Chunderpor^, and Mynyporah, faid 
to be the Property of the former as Farmer, but ufurped by the latter, who withheld from hitn the 
Rents of the faid Villages j it was propofed to us by the Gentlemen of the Council at Moorfliedabad, 
to appoint an Aumeen from our DiviGon, to aft in Conjonflion with an Aumeen appointed by them, 
to enquire into and decide on their Difputes. We appointed an Aurncen in confequence for that 
Purpofe. and they were proceeding in their Enquiries i but we have this Day received Advice from 
the Council of MoorOiedabad, that a Summons has been ferved on the Aumeens, requiring their 
Attendance on the Supreme Court of Judicature the 4th of next Month. We beg Leave to lay 
before you Copy of their Letter to us, accompanied by the Addrefs of the Aumeens to them, 
Ihould vou think it neceflary to refer thereto for more particular Information. Jn the mean while we 
have thought it neceflary to direft the Company’s Attorney at Law to defend the Suit, which we 
hop. ,00 «ill .ppro,c. 

Fort William, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

.hoo,.hj«.oa,,.„;. 

John Chanipain, 


tiiMuic* 




(COPY.) 

To Mr. Charles Goring, Chief, &c. Gentlemen of the Committee of Revenue, at Calcutta. 

W?haveSved a very extraordinay'.Picceof Intelligence from your Aumeen and ours at Ulcherra, 
of their being fummoned by the Supreme Court, at the Ct^plaintof Kiflen Deo Buckihy i but 
for your more particular Information, we enclofe you a Copy t^their Lett« to us. 

There can be no Doubt of this being done at the Inftigation of the Mahomedlhahy Zemindar; 
and the only Reafon we can aflign for his Conduft is, that he has taken ^is extraordinary Method 
lo net the Aumeen withdrawn, which confirm's us in the Opinion we expreffed to you, in our Letter 
of the nthlnftant, of his endeavouring to elude an Invcftigation, which he Icems to apprehend 
hi« Conduft will not bear. It will be needlefs for us to comment on fuch Behaviour ; the Impro- 
o t •“confcq™nc« of .he Zcmind.rs applying .p .!« Sopreme Cour., 

Loid the Authority of the Councils under whom they are imtnediately placed, muft be as evident 
Mvou Gfntlcmcn, as to us » and we will only add, that we flatter ourfelves you will immediately 
lay^the* Matter before tho Honourable Governor General and Council, or take fuch other Mealures 
as you may think proper. 

the obedient humble Servants, 

theaoth January 1777. (Signed) Edw” Baber, 

A true Copy, Maxwell, 

(Signed) W. Haverkam, W Hoica, 

AlTiftani Secretary. W™ Cowper. 


En^IuTurc* 


(COPY.) 

Arzee of Durrudgenarrain, the .Aumeen, on Account of the Difputes in Bulbarcah, in 

gunnah of Mahomedlhahy. 


the Pur- 


'T'U’ xilr Friday the yih Maug, about Two Par, the Peons Coflim and Pertaub, brought 

1 con&ce Deo Buckihy, the Uncle of Doolaub Buck^.and 

indeeram) a Summons from the Supreme Court of Judicature in Calcutta, h 

TTiu and mvfelf Wc paid proper Refpcft to this Summons*, the Contents of wn 
w!s lo attlS 0^ ac^hc laid Court of Judicature. The Peons likew 

hen they delivered the Summons, told us that if we did not attend on the Day fpecified, we 

We^we°rforSb^h^ into certain Rights which have ‘ThemfeTveJ S 

ime in the Pofleffion of the Khas Taluck Officers ; thcfc People have ablented by 

)ur Months, and without going to the Gentlemen of the Zillah of CaLuttj, or to y > 
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falfe Rcprefentations obtained this Summons, and put a Stop to all the Proceedings. If fucK 

Meafures arc permitted, how can Jufticc be done in any Affair ? We have none but yo§ to protea 
us, as we came here by Jc Order of the Huzoor. We have already made our Report regarding the 
laying up of the P^dy, &c. and the colleaing of the Revenue, but have not been favoured with any 

Anfwcr ; at this aforefaid Effefts arc in the Cutcherry, and the collcdint^ ot the Re- 

venues poitponed. It is impoffiblc for us to remain here a Moment lon^r j we (halt fet oft' there- 
fore on Saturday Morning, on our Return to the Huzzoor. 

A true Tranflation, 

(Signed) Edw** Otto Ives, 

Perfian Tranflator. 


N. B. The Arzee from Azeem Ulla, the Moorfhedabad Aumcen, is in the Tame Terms prccifcly 
as the above. 

(Signed) E. O. Ives, 

Perfian Tranflator, 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) W, Haverkam, Afliftant Secretary. 


Extrafl of Fort William Confultations, in their Revenue Department, dated 15th July 1777. 

Governor General — Having promifed that I would lay before the Board a Plan for the new Settle- 
ment, to be confidered at this Meeting, I requeft, that previoufly thereto, the Letter which was 
written to the Provincial Councils on the 4th of April, containing the prefent Dirpofition of the 
Lands, and the 41ft, 42d, 43d, 44th, and 76th Paragraphs of the General Letter from the Court of 
Diredors, of the 24th December, may be read; after which, I fliall defire that the Opinions of the 
Board may be taken upon iumc Points which arc effential to the new Settlement. 

Read accordingly the Letter to the Provincial Councils of the 4th April, and the Muchulca. 

Read alfo the 41ft, 42d, 43d, 44th, and 76th Paragraphs of the General Letter of the 24th 
December laft. 

Governor General — I now fubmit th« following Queftions to the Dccifion of the Board : 

ilii. Whether in general the Lands lliall be given to the Zemindars, where they will agree to the 
Iaft)fX'ear*s Jumma, or to a Rent which the Provincial Councils fliall judge adequate to their 
Valilei? 

Whether fcalcd Propofals fliall be received for the Remainder of the Lands ? 

gd. Whether Securities fliall be taken from the Zemindars who hold their own Lands, or their 
Lands be fubjeded to Sale in caie of Deficiencies ? 

4th. Whether the Salt for the enfuing Year be let to the Zemindars and Land Farmers, or new 
Contrails entered into for One Year, on the prefent or any other Plan ? 

5ih. Whether the Settlement lhall be left to be formed by the Provincial Councils ? 

Mr. Francis-— The Subjed of thefc Qticftions is of fuch Importance, that I fliould be cautious of 
giving a hafly Anlwer to them ; ncvcrtlielcis, 1 know the Time prefles, and I fliould be lorry that 
any IhoukI be loll by my Fault. It the Governor General will agree to meet at thii Board To-morrow, 
or on Thurfday if lo- morrow be inconvenient, I will come prepared with my Anlwer in Writing, 
and hope that the other Members of the Board will do the fame. 

Mr. BarweH — The Objed of thefc Queftions has long been the Confidcration of every Member of 
the Adminiftration ; and as the Queftions thcmfclves are not of a complicated Nature, I find no 
DifRculcy in deciding upon them immediately. 1 mean not, by approving or objeding to any Paris 
of them, to decline giving my Aflenc to the Wifli Mi. Francis has exprclTed, to be allowed fime 
to confider them. To the Firft Qucllion, 1 anfwer, that in my Opinion the Lands fliould be given 
to the Zemindars, where they will agree to the lad Year’s Jumma, or 10 a Rent which the Provincial 
Councils (hall judge adequate to their Value, 

To the 2d, I'hat fcalcd Propofals (hould be received for the Remainder of the Lands. 

To the 3d Queltion, I am of Opinion the Zemindarry Lands (hould, by an exprcls Engagement, be 
fubjedl to Conlifeation, to make up any Deficiencies in the Rents, and no other Security demanded 
Irom the Zemindars, 

To the 4ih Queftion, I anfwcr, that the leaving the Salt with the 2iemindars and Land Farmers uJ 
‘the mod fimple and compendious Method of drawing a Revenue from this Article; and as the Com- 
pany’s Exigencies do not demand this Article as a Trade, I approve of its being rated in the Jumma 01 
the different Purgunnahs, at fuch a Sum as the Zemindars and Land Farmers may be induced to 
accept it. 

To the 5th Queftion, I am of Opinion, that Direftions (hould be fent to the Provincial Councils, 

to form the Settlement. 1 r i 

Mr. Francis-— It is very true, that the Points in queftion have been long under Confideraiion ; 
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anit I believe it will be found, that I have already delivered my Opinion upon moft of them. I <1, 
lire nothing but the Delay of One Evening, to draw it up and deliver it in Form. ^ 

Governor General — 1 Ihould not have propofed thclc Qiieftions for immediate Decifion, had r 
apprehended any Difficulty in delivering Opinions upon Subjcdls which have already received the 
fullcR Dilcuffion of every Member of the Board upon them. But I very che.'irfuUy aequiefee in Mr 
Francis’s Fropofal, and confent to meet in this Department To-morrow, when I hofie that we ffiall 
be able to conclude the Flan of the new Settlement. In the mean Time I think it ncccflary that the 
Provincial Councils ffiould be made acquainted with our Intentions of proceeding immediately to the 
Settleirent, and cliredled to caiile the Fooneah to be held in the Mofuffil, as this is a Ceremony held 
edcntially ncceflary, and without which I fear the Collections may be at a ftand. I beg L,eave, there- 
fore, to propole, that Circular Letters be written to this EffeCt. ’ 

Mr. Francis — I agree. 

Mr. B.irwell — I agree. 

General Sir John Clavering — I agree. 

Kcfolvcd, '1 hat Circular Letters be written agreeably to the Governor General’s Propofitioii. 
General Sir John Clavering, 

I could wiffi that before I deliver my Opinion on the Five Propofitions, that all the Letters which 
Iiave been received from the Provincial Councils in coni'equence of the Orders given the 30th of 
Auguft lalV, and repeated on the 30th of May, requiring them to form, upon the exaCIeft Calculations 
of the Sudder and Mofuffil Accounts, an Ellimatc of the Amount which each Fergunnah, or other 
DiftriCl Mahl, is capable of yielding, from a fair and equitable ColleCl ion of the Rents, prefixing 
to each the Amount of tlic Jumma at which they are rated for the prefent Year; and accompanyin*^ 
the Whole with fuch Explanations as may be ncceflary to enable us to judge of the Amount and 
Conditions of the future Leafes may be read ; and likcwifc, that the Accounts, which the Accountant 
to the Revenue Department was ordered to prepare on the 9th April, of the Coft of the (Quantities 
ot Salt, may be laid before the Board, which he was directed to furnifli the Board of Trade with. 

Read accordingly the Letter from the Provincial Council of Dinagepore entered in Confultation 
ad May. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do report what further Anfwers arc received from the Provincial 
Councils, and what have not been received. 

The Secretary reports as follows : 

I do’ not find any Anfwers from the Provincial Councils to the Orders of the 30th Auguft, except 
the abovementioned Letter from Dinagepore, and one from Patna : The Councils of Moorffiedabad 
and Dacca, in their l.etters entered 30th May, apologize for not having complied with them, as they 
imagined the Orders of the Board had been fupcrceded by the Appointment of the Aumeens, and 
promifed to fend them as foon as they could be prepared : Thofc from the Collcftors of Chittagong 
and Boglepore have been received. 

(Signed) R. Sumner, 

Secretary. 


General Sir John Clavering, 

I think the Board has great Reafon to complain of the CondufI of thofc Provincial Councils which 
have neither obeyed the Orders of the 30th Augurt, nor thofc of the 30th .May : Had they been 
complied with, the Board would have been furnilhed with the moft exaft Ellimatc that the Getuk- 
men of the Provincial Councils could have obtained, of the Value of each feparate Pergunnab, to have 
regulated our Judgment by : 1 mull now therefore content mylelf with defiring, that the lame Orders 
be again renewed to thole Provincial Councils which have not fent them, requiring them to fend us 
an Anfwcr within a Week after the Receipt of the Letter, and a Copy of their different ConfuUations 
held on that Subjcfl. 

Agreed that they be written to accordingly. 

Agreed that the following Letter be circulated to all the Provincial Councils (excepting Patna) and 
to the Collcdlors (excepting Ramgur). 


Circular Letter to Provincial Councils and Colledlors, except Patna. 


Having refolved to proceed immediately to form the Settlement for the current Year, we 
you to caufe the Poonah to be held in the Mofuffil without Delay. 

w.. an*. &C. 


Fort William, 
15th July 1777. 


direft 


Agreed, 
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Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Provincial Councils of Dacca, Moorlhedabad, 
gnd Calcutta. 

aad CiiKlitU. 

To the Provincial Councils of Dacca, Moorftiedabad, and Calcutta. 

Having great Reafon to complain of your Conduft, in not having obeyed our Orders of the 30th 
Auguft, or of the 30th May ialf, which if you had complied with we Ihould have been furnilhed 
with the moft exaft Eftimatc that you could have obtained, of the Value of each feparate Pergunnah, 

CO have regulated our Judgment by 5 we now require your immediate Attention to thclc Orders, and 
that you will fend us an Anfwer within a Week from the Receipt of this Letter, together with a 
Copy of your different Confultations held on the Subjed of thole Orders. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, 

15th July 1777. 

Extrad of Fort William Confultations, in their Revenue Department, dated i6th July 1777. 

Sir John Clavering and Mr. Francis deliver in the following Minute * Minute of Sit 

and Mr. frincil 

Revenue Board, i6th July 1777. onihencwS«. 

^ ‘ ' tlcmcni* 

PrcviciuS to the particuliat Anfwers which we mean to give to the Quedions propofed to us Yifter- 
day by the Governor General, we beg Leave to offer One general Obfervation upon them, which we 
think the Circumftancc.s we are in, and our Juftification againlt the Conltquenccs of any Refolution 
whatfoever taken at this late Seafort, demand of us. 

In the Middle of July we are called upon for our Opinion, oh what Principles and in what Man- 
ner the Settlement of the Revenues for the current Year (hall be formed. We have yet had no 
Communication whatfoever from the Governor General, of the Materials collefted by the Aumeens 
in the Coiirfc of the lull Six Months j nor have the Provincial Councils of Bengal (except that ot 
Dinagepore) obeyed the pofitivc Orders of the Board, iffued on the 301)1 of AuguH lail, and re- 
peated in April, to furnifh us with an liftimate of the Amount Revenue which the Diftrifts under 
them might be fairly and equitably capable of yielding. If thefe Orders had been complied with in 
proper Time, we doubt not a Settlement might have long fince been compleaied, on the only Piin- 
ciplc on which a Settlement can or ought to be formed ; wc me^n that of a fair and moderate F.fti- 

mation. , • I 

In this Situation it is obvious, that if our Opinions were now of greater Weight at this Board 
than they have been for a confidcrable Time paft, we Ihould iVill be obliged to give them under par- 
ticular Difficulties. At a Period, when no Time for Deliberation is left, we are compelled to chufc 
whether we (hall undertake to make the Settlement at the Board without the nccelfary Materials or 
Information, or to entruft it to the Provincial Councils, to whofe Difobcdicncc or Ncglcc:t ot Orders 
it is owing that we are not able to do the Bufinefs ourlVlves. 

ift Queftion. Wc are of Opinion that the Lands ihould be reftored to the Zemindars, whofe un- 
alienable Property they arc, upon a rcafonable Jumma : That ot the laft Year we deem highly un- 
reafonable, and iinpoffible to be collcded ; to continue it for the prefent Year, would be fallacious 
in the Brft InlUncc, as it would flatter the Company with the Hopes of a Revenue which wc never 
ffiould realize, and in the End be produftivc of real Lofs ; as we arc convinced that inimcdiate and 
unreafonable Demands not only create the Ncceflity of future RemifTions, but turnidi the l^andholdcr 
with Pretences for paying lefs than he ought. In the prefent Circumftances, and under the late 
Orders of the Court of Diredors to make the moft advantageous 1 erms for the current Year, wc 
think the fafeft Courfc will be to take an Average of the Nett Collcdions of the laft Three or the 
laft Five Years, and fix the nett Jumma of the prefent Year at that Amount, whatever it may be. 
fVe have Reafon to believe that the Remijfions and Balances on the Settlements of the laf Five Tears exceed 
the enormous Sum of Two hundred and Twenty Lacks of Sicca Rupees. U this be the Tad, we pre 
requires no Argument to (hew the Danger of following fo fallacious a Guide as the Jumma of the 
laft Year, which was ihc higheft of the Five. Wc do not perfediy underlland what is meant by a 
Rent adequate to the Value of the Lands, as the Proportion of the nett Produce to be lelt for the 
Support of the Proprietors is not fpccilkd : Wc yield, however, though with great Reluctance, to 
the prefent Neceffity of having any Share in the final Determination of the Rents to the f rovincial 
Councils. If the Average we propofe be taken, it is not probable that many 0 t c cmin ars 

will decline a Settlement on that Footing. n • r n • 1 ; 

2d Queftion. We are of Opinion that the receiving fealed Propofals is fallacious, and gives a 

dangerous Opening to Collufion •, befides that it would in cfTed be an Audion, which is pofitivc y pro- 
hibited by the Company’s laft Orders. There will not be many Competitors for L^ds, w 
Zemindars thcmfelves will not engage for on realonablc I erms. We would truft the Dilpofal o uc 1 
Lands, if any remain, openly, and without Keferve, to the Provincial Councils, ^ndc'’ 

Condition fo juftly and wifely preferibed by the Court of Diredors, “ that a Preference be give 
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“ every Indulgence flicwn, to the Natives refidint on the Spot, and that no European, ncur.the Banva ’ 
“ of any European, be permitted to hold any Share therein.” ^ ” 

3d Queftion. The Rent being fixed on reafonable and moderate Terms with the Proprietors 
we are of Opinion that the Lands thennfclves arc the natural and proper Security tor the Dues of 
Government. Intermediate Securities are only an additional Burthen to the Country, and contrived 
as we believe, for no other Furpofe than to difpoflefs the right Owners, by Degrees, of their 
Property: At leaft our Experience does not make us acquainted 'with any other Effedf of that 
Meafurc. In the Firil Fart of this Opinion we believe that opr Sentiments do not differ from thofe 
of the Governor General. The Sale of the Lands muft aniWer ultimately for the Payment of the 
Rents } but this we fay upon the Suppofition that the Rents are fuch as the Lands fhould juftly 
pay; otherwile it would be in (he Power of an arbitrary (government to alienate the whole Landed 
Property of the Country, by the unjuft AA of making an unreafonable Demand upon it. 

4th Queltion. In our Minutes recorded on the Confultations of the 24th of September laft 
we have given our Opinions at large, that the Salt Lands Ihould be united with the Jumma of the 
relpedive Diftrids. We adhere to that Opinion without repeating the Realbns on which it is 
founded. 

5th Queftion. If proper Mcafures had been taken in Time, it would not have been ncceflary to 
leave the Settlement to the Provincial Councils •, wc fliould have known at Icaft by what Rules they 
meant to proceed, or have been able to bind them by ftrid’ and pofitive Inftru^ions. In our actual 
Circumftances, wc fear there is no Alternative, and tbit 'the Settlement muft be left to be formed 
by them. 

/F r have taken Notice of the enormous Amount of the Mmijfons and Balances on the Settlements of 
the laft Five Years, and believe that our Information Ofi this Point, though not precife, is never- 
thelcls nearly accurate. To obviate any Doubts on this Head, and to give the Company a clear and 
incontrovertible Proof of the EfFcds of an immoderate and excefllve Demand upon the Country, 
we dclirc that the Accountant of this Department may be ordered to make out and lay before 
the Board the Two following Accounts. 

ift. An Abftradof Remiflions and Balances for the Settlement of the laft Five Years, diftinguilh- 
ing each Year. 

ad. An Account, Demand, Receipt, and Balance fur the Bengal Year 1183, agd Bahar Year 
1184. 

(Signed) J. Clavering^ 
Francis. 


j( 

Ordered, That the Accountant be dircfled to prepare the Accounts required in the above 
Minute, 

Governor General — The Opinions delivered by Sir John Claverlng and Mr. Francis, in the pre- 
ceding Minute, dilFer fo little from mine, that I lhall without further Delay fubmit to the Board the 
Plan which I hail jjreparcd, and had brought for their Infpedlion Yefterday. It was folely from the 
Belief that our general Principles upon the Mode of forming the Settlement were the fame, that 1 
deferred to produce it Yefterday, and propofed the C^eftions on which the Propriety of it depended } 
wifliing to avoid the Appearance of dictating to the Board a Mcafure which I hoped would receive 
the Concurrence and Afiiftancc of every Member of it. I hope 1 (bail becxcufed, if I decline to 
anfwer the Preface of the Minute juft recorded. It would lead to an unprofitable, and to me, a 
painful Altercation. My .own, I have been obliged to preface with a Ihort Vindication, which the 
Proteft recorded by Sir John Clavering on the nth Inftant rendered indifpcnfable j an^ further 
Difcudlon 1 lhall decline. ' 

As 1 have profefted in my Minute a Dclirc to profit by any Correftions which thither Members 
of the Board may think it proper to give to the Plan which I lhall now lay before them, I Ihould 
gladly adopt the Rule laid down by Sir John Clavering and Mr. Francis, in Anfwer to the Firft 
(^)cftion, to take an Average of the Nett Colle^ions of the laft Three or the laft Five Years, or 
even of the laft Ten, and fix the Nett Jumma of the prefent Year at that Amount } but that 
1 think it will be more prudent to keep this Rule as a Referve for the .final Decifion of the Board, 
upon the Settlements which may be formed by the Provincial C^ouncils. There can be no Reafon 
for lowering the Jumma of thofe Lands whicn the Zemindars arc capable and willing to hold, at 
that Rate •, but were it to be prcfciibcd as a Rule tQ the Provincial Councils, that they Ihould form 
the Jumma invariably on the Medium of the CollettJons for any Number of paft Years, it would 
afford too great an Kneouragement for every Zemindar, however profitable his Lands might be, 
to lay Claim to the Benefit of fuch an Indulgence. I lhall therefore leave the Two Firft Propofi- 
tions of the Plan as they (land, ftill fubje^li, however, to the Correftion of the Board. 

The Bufinefs of the Huftabood is not'yei finilhed. What might have been the Work of a very 
few Months under a fettled Government, has been protracted by many Difficulties and Impedi- 
ments, which 1 lhall not here enumerate, ib this Time. Moft of the Accounts arc finilhed, though 
not yet received. In feme Places, from the Hardinefs of the Zemindars, and the weak Influence 
of the Government, I dcfpair of obtaining them. Such, however, as are ready, will be tranf- 
a lated 
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the Superintendants of the Aumeens, which will afford very ufeful anrl rr*f' "i ” 

this .fard . particuhrl, the Account, of the Jull 

Diftrifts of Bengal for the laft len Years, and the principal Huftabood Accounts of the Di- 
(liidb appertaining to the Divifion of Calcutta, which will probably be finilhcd in Time to be 
received with the Settlements propofed by the Provincial Councils. 

The Governor lays before the Board the following Minute and Plan. 


Fort William, 



the I 

their General 

unfupported in the Duties of my Station, and charged with a feparate Relponfibilitv for the siif- 
penfion of the new Settlement, had the other Members of the Board tlien protellcd againll it. But I 
confefs my Surprize to read fuch a Proteft at this Time, when the recent Orders from the Court of 
Diredors not only juftify the Delay, but demonftrably prove that they had not even a Sufpicion of 
our venturing to engage in fo important a Bufinefs without their fpecial Orders for it. They had 
been repeatedly requefted to furnifli us with Inftrudions i they had promifed us InBrudions j and 
many laboured Plans, accompanied by every official IJght that could be thrown on them, had been 
offered to their Choice. How then could the Board have formed the new Settlement, without Wait- 
ing for the Authority which they had folicited, and expeded as their indifpenfable Guide ? 

That Authority is now arrived, and is contained in the General Letter by the Egmonr, which was 
not communicated to this Department till the nth Inflant. 

The Court of Diredors, when they framed thefe Orders, could not poflibly have fufpeded that a 
Settlement would be formed before their Orders were received ; for they have made no Provifion for 
luch an Event, nor intimated their Apprehcnfion of it. They knew that their Lett<*r, which was 
not difpatched till the End of December, could not well be received before the Month of July 
following ) nor could they exped the Orders which it contained to be carried into Execution be- 
fore they were received, which they muft have been, had the Settlement been formed in the Man- 
ner preferibed by them before the Commencement of the new Year. 

Whatever, therefore, may be the EfFeds of a late Settlement, I am no more accountable for 
it tlian I am for that of an Annual One, both equally depending on the Company’s Orders. 

I now fubmit to the Board, a Plan for the Settlement of this Year, formed on the prefent Dif- 
pofition of the Lands and the Orders of the Company. I hope it will receive the Corredion 
of the Board, to which 1 lhall gladly alTent, or even yield mod chcarfully to any other Mode of 
Settlement which may be fuggefted, if it Iball be more conformable to thofc Orders, and reducibJc 
to Pradice. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 


P L A .N. 

ift. That fuch Lands as are now in Charge of the Zemindars be left under their Management, if 
they will confent to hold them on the Jumma and Kiftbundee of laft Year. 

2d. That fuch Lands as are now in Charge of the Zebiindars be left under their Management, 
although they lhall refufe to hold them on the Jumma and Kiftbundy of laft Year, if they will coii- 
fent to hold them for fuch a Rent as the Provincial Council of the Divifion to which they belong fliall 
judge adequate to their real Worth. 

3d. That no Malzamin or Security lhall be exaded for fuch Lands as have been let in the Manner 
direded in the preceding Articles, which arc cither the entire Portions of finglc Zemindars, or being 
Divifions of a Zemindarry arc fo confidcrablc as to have been let feparately to the Proprietors, 01 
being the Property of many Zemindars, who poflefs them in common and undivided, the Produce 
only being Ibared between them, have been let to all the Copartners, but the foie Management and 
dired Refponfjbility configncd by their Confent, exprefled in their Cabooleat, to one of the Copart- 

"'4th. That for all Lands let to the Zemindar, as abovc-direded, it be exprcfsly ftipulated in their 
Caboolcats, that in cafe of their falling in Arrcarli^thcy (hall be liable to be difpofTcffcd, and that their 
2 cmindarries, or Portions of them, (hall be fold to make up the Deficiency, 

5th. That fuch Zcmindarrics as belong to many Proprietors in diftinft Divifions or Shares, may be 
let in farm in the Manner hereafter mentioned, with this fpecial Condition, that the hannen (hall 
exaifl the Rents due from the Zemindars or Talookdars ; but (hall not difpolTcfs th^i or interierc in 
their refpeftive Colleftions, without the SaniSion of the Provincial Council of the Divifion to which 
(hcv belong } which (hall only be granted in the Cafe of their falling in Arrears. 

6th. That if the Copartners of a Zemindarry cannot be induced to delegate the Charge of their 
Sfu.CoM. Ref, VD . Zemindarry 
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Zcmindarry to one of their Number, as provided in the Third Article, a Malzamin or Security 
accepted in lieu thereof ; but the Conditions of the Lcafc (hall be the fame as are exprelTed in tlw 
Third Article, 

7th. That the Provincial Councils fhall be dircAed to advertife for fealcd Propofuls to farm, this 
Year only, all luch Lands as arc not deferibed in the preceding Articles ; (that is to fay, allVuch 
Lands as are at prefent under Charge of Zemindars who fhall rcfofc fo retain them on the Terms 
prcfcribed in the Two Firft Articles, or which arc at prefent under Charge of the Naib Dcwans'of Sc. 
zawels or Efmaundars) that the Advertifements be immediately publilhed ; that they lhall exprefi 
the Names of the Purgunnahs or other Divifions conftituting each rcfpcd:ivc Farm •, that they iball 
fix a Day for receiving the Propofals, not exceeding Twenty Days from the Publication; that they 
fhall exprefs, that the Farms fhali be granted to thofc Perfons who fhall offer the moft advantinreous 
Terms, provided they arc Men of Subltancc, and Rcfidents of the Diftrift in which the Farmt arc 
fituated; and that every Farmer (hall give fuch Security for the Performance of his Engagemtius as 
the Provincial Council fhall judge fufficient. 

8th. That the Provincial Councils be direded to let the Salt Mahls in like Manner on the moft ad- 
vantageous Terms, with the Exception mentioned in the following Article, for a Ready Money Rent 
including Duties ; the Salt to be left to the Difpofal of the Farmers ; that no Advances fhall be made 
10 them by Government i and that they fliall not make any Claims for Balances after the Expiration 
of their Leafes. 

9th. That a Preference be given to fuch Zemindars or Farmers as arc willing to take the Salt 
Mahls lying within the Ldmits of their refpeftive Farm^ even though the Terms offered by them 
fhould be confiderably lower than thole of others. , 

loth. That the Provincial Councils (hall be authored and direfted to receive Cabooleats from 
the Zemindars and Farmers to whom the Lands lhall be let in any of the preceding Modes, and to 
put them in immediate Pofleflion, tranfmitting the AumubNamas for the Sandion and Katiffcation 
of the Governor General and Council. 

nth. That all the Aumcens now in Office be direfted to repair immediately with their Accounts 
to the Sudder Cutcherries of the refpeftive Divifions in which they are employed to attend on the 
Provincial Councils, and furnilh them with fuch Materials and Informations as may be required for 
the Formation of the Settlement, 

Mr. Francis— By the ift and 2d Propofitions, of leaving the Lands under the Management of the 
Zemindars, I underftand, that all the Zemindars are meant, except thofc of the Twenty four Purgun- 
nahs. I do not think it ncceflary to make any particular Remarks on the Governor’s Plan; he is now 
in Poffenion of the Opinion of every Member of the Board, and it is Time to come to a Determination 
to carry it into Execution. For this Furpolc, I would l^g Leave to recommend it to him to ukc 
into his Confideration the Minute delivered in by Sir John Clavering and myfelf, and to adopt or 
unite with his own Plan fuch Parts of it as he may think advifable : 1 lhall make no further Ex- 
ceptions. **' 

Governor General — No Alteration immediately occurs to me as neceffary to be made to the Plan, 
1 will revife it at my Lcifurc, with the Minute delivered by Sir John Clavering and Mr. Francis, and 
if any Corredions fliall appear to me neceffary to make it more conformable to the latter, I will 
propofe it; in the mean Time as the Delay of a fingle Day may bq^produftive of bad Confequenccs, 
1 hope the Board will agree to circulate this Plan to the Provincial Councils, with a Letter direding 
them to conform to it, and without Lofs of Time to enter on the Bufincfs of the new Settle- 
ment. 

Mr. Francis — I agree. 

General Sir John Clavering — Underftanding with Mr. Francis that the ift and 2d Propofition, of 
the Governor General’s Minute, do mean to comprehend all the Zemindars without Diftindion, ex- 
cepting thofc of the Twenty-four Purgunnahs, 1 (hall acquiefee to whatever Mode the Governor 
General may think proper to adopt, whether that of his own Plan, or as it is propoltd to be qualified 
in the Minute delivered in by Mr. Francis and myfelf, leaving the Rcfponfibinty of the Variation 
with the Governor General. The Truft that will be repofed in the Provincial Councils, by the 
diferetionary Power propofed to be given to them, to accept or refufe the Offers of the Zemindarr, 
is greater than my Confidence in them would have allowed on a lefs prefling Occafion. The 
Inconvcniency that may attend the Abufeofthis Truft, would have been in a great Meafurc ob- 
viated, had they complied with the peremptory Orders of the Boards in tranfmitting to us an Elh- 
mate of the Value of the fcveral Purgunnahs, in the fame Manner that has been done by the Counal 
of Dinagepore. 

Agreed that the following Letter be circulatcJ%r all the Provincial Councils and Colkdors, except 
to Ramgur and Patna. 


T0 
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To the Provincial Councils and Collectors, except Ramgur and Patna. 


mentforthccurrcntYcar. Wc direct you therefore to conform to it, and without Lots of Time 
to enter on the Bufincfs of the new Setdcment. i-v » uj i imc 


Fort William, 
i 6 th July 1777 ; 


W'c are, &c. 


Cli-cuUr LiUeff 
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Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General aad Council to the Court of Direftors, in tl^ir 
Revenue Department, dated i8th November 1777, 

a , 

Par. ift. \^E have had the Honour to forward to you by fo many Conveyances, our Proceedings 
in this Department from the 20th to the 25th June inclulivc, that wc doubt not 
they will have come to your Hands before the Receipt of ihefe Difpatches. 

2d. Wc herewith tranfmit you our broken Set of Proceedings from the 4th of April laft to the 4th 
Inllant inclufive. 


SETTLEMENT and AUMEENS. 


Conf. AprDt 


jd. From the fcvcral Minutel ^iid Proceedings which accompanied our i.etter of the 31ft March, 
you vvill^havc been informed of our feparate Opinions on the Mode which might be adopted for the 
future Settlement of the Lands of this Province. 

4th. The Eftimate of the Amount which each Purgunnah or other diflin£l: Mahl is capable of, 
from a, fair and equitable Colledtion of the Rents, as received from the Provincial Councils, with their 
Opinion on the Amount to be fixed for the future Leafes, required by our Orders of the 3d Auguft 
1776* is entered on the Confultations noted in the Margin. 

5th, The Opinioris of the Provincial Councils having been received on our Refolution to recall 
the Farmers from the Diftrifts where the Bengal Year was expired > we immediately proceeded to the 
Arrangements which might be ncccffary to be formed thereon. 

6th, Wc rcfolvcd to recall all the Farmers on the 13th April, and to put the Diftridts under the 
Charge and Management of the refpedlive Proprietors, where they were capable, having previoufly 
taken from them a Muchuica, or Obligation to colled the current Revenues agreeably to Cudom, 
and to keep the Amount in Truft, and to obey fuch Orders as might hereafter be iflTued, and to be 
•ccountabl^ for any Neglcft in the Bufincfs of the Collcdions. Where the Zemindars were incapable 
of managing, we direded that their Lands Ihould be placed under the Management ot the inferior 
Provincial Dewans, or to appoint Sezawuls where they might judge it neccITary ^ but in every Inch 
Inftance, they were particularly entrufted to deferibe cxadly the State of the Zemindar, condituting 
the fuppofed Incapacity to manage the Lands. 

yth, .On the 15th July wc took under Confideration the Orders contained In the 4 id, 42d, 43d, 
44th, and 76th Paragraphs of your Letter of the 24th of December laft by the Egmont i and the lol- 
lowing Day delivered our Opinions on the Subjed of the Settlement of the Lands for the current 

8th. The Sentiments of the feveral Members of the Board nearly agreeing with rhofe which the 
Governor General had prepared, he fubmitted to us a Plan, formed on the Uifpofition of the Lands 
at that Time and your Orders, Wc accordingly refolved that fuch Lands as were ilicn in Charge or 
the Zemindars, (hould be left under their Managemtnt, if;^fhcy would confent to hold them on the 

Jumma and Kiftbundee of laft Year. 1 • 

9th. 1 ‘hat fuch Lands as were in Charge of the Zemindars fl^ould be left unoer tl^ir Manage- 
ment, although they fhould refufe to hold them on the Jumma and Kiftbundee pf l^^ft 
would confent to hold them for fuch a Rent as the Provincial Council of the Divifion to w.nch t K*y 

belong (hould judge adequate to their real Worth. 1 • i 

lOth, That no Maizamin or Security Ihould be exaflcd from fuch Lands as have b'*en let in the 
Manner direfted in the preceding Articles, which are either the entire Portion.s of fing e Zemindars, 
or, being DWifions of a Zemindarry, arc fo confiderablc as to have been let feparately to the J ro- 
prictors, or being the Property of many Zemindais who poftcis them in comn on and ^ 


MoDjrtirdflbl 
inh D", r»UuUaCom 
<)ih Aj'nl, 


41 h Apr!!, 


jiili J' ly. .SirJobnCU 

Mijiuie, 

(;ov. General^ A 

Sir John CliverJi 
frovernor Ciener: 
—• s,r John Cliivif 

f July, 

i''i )i |i'ly. S»r Juhfi 
irir'e ill I Mr. f rintii'i' 
A I ( L-ujitr rfl’ei red to !f> 
jiIi'im: Minute, ApptiM 
July. 

CIovniifirOpcfariB 
•I Oil) July, 
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Produce only being (hared between them, had been let to all the Copartners, but the foie Mana<>c 
inent and direfl Rcfponfibility configncd, by their Confent expreffed in their Caboolcat, to onedf 
Copartners. 

nth. That for all Lands let to the Zemindars as above direfted, it (hould be exprcfsly ftipulatei 
in their Cabooleais, that in cafe of their falling in Arrears they (hould be liable to be diipofftifc^ 
and that their Zemindarries, or Portions of them, (hould be fold to make up the Dcfitiency, ’ 

1 2th. I hat fuch Zemindarries as belong to many Proprietors, mdiftinft Dififions or Shares, 
be let in Farm in the Manner hereafter mentioned, with this cfpccial Condition, that the Farmt-rs 
(hould exadt the Rents due from the Zemindars or Talookdars, but (hould not difpoflefs them, or 
interfere in their refpedive ColleAions, without the Sandion of the Provincial Council of the Divu 
fion to which they belong, which (hould only be granted in the Cafe of their falling in Arrears. 

13th. That if the Copartners of a Zemindarry could not be induced to delegate the Charge ot 
their Zenundarry to one of their Number, as provided in the Third Article, A Malzamin or Security 
fhould be accepted in lieu thereof, but the Conditions of the Leafe (hould be the fame as exprc(rc(i 
in the I'hird Article. 

14th. Fhat the Provincial Councils (hould be direfted to advertife for leafed Propofals to farm, 
this Year only, all fuch Lands as were then under Charge of Zemindars who (botrid refufe to retain 
them on the Terms preferibed in the Two Fir ft Articles, or which were then under Chatge of Naib 
Dewans of Sezawuls, or Etmaumdars 1 that the Advertifement (hould be immediately publilhed; 
that they (hould exprefs the Names of the Purgonnahs or Divifions conftituting each refpeftive 
Farm *, that they (hould fix a Day for rcctivinc the Propofals, not exceeding Twenty Days from the 
Publication; that they (hould exprefs, that tw Farms (hould be granted to thofc Perfons who 
iliQuld offer the moft advantageous Terms, provided they are Men of Subftance, and Refidents of 
the DiftriAin which the Farms were fuuated ; and that every Farmer fliould give fuch Security for 
tlie IVrformancc of his Engagements as the Provincial CouMil Iboilld judge fufficient. 

15th. That the Provincial Councils (hould let the Salt Mahls in like Manner on the moft advan- 
tageous I'crms, with the Flxception mentioned in the following Articles, for a Ready Money Kent, 
including Duties; the Salt to be left to the Difpofal of the Farmers; that no Advances (hould be 
made to them by Government ; and that they (hould not make any Claims for Balances after tho 
Expiration of their Leafes. 

1 6th. I'hat a Preference (hould be given to fuch Zemindars or Farmers as were willing to take the 
Salt Mahls lying within the Limits of their refpeftive Farms, even though the Terms offered by them 
Ihould be confiderably lower than thofc of others, 

17th. That the Provincial Council (hould receive Cabooleats from the Zemindars and Farmers to 
whom the Lands Ihould be let in any of the preceding Modes, and put them irt immediate PoQelhon, 
tranfmirting the Aumulnamas for the Sandtion and Ratification of the Governor General and 
Council. 


Daccj. 

[«pt. AccouDtani'i I.c'tLr. 

I Anlwcr. 

CAlcuituCummuitvj: 

j Lrtttr. 


|n. Dinifcporc. 
I^countani's Letter. 
Ikvnipuf* Letter, 
plajimahal Letter. 
fAccountant'i Letter. 



MoofffiCt'abaJ, 


AuguA. 


ly. Circular Letter, 


ftrcb< I/ettvr« 

ril. tieneral CUvtfa.ig’? 

An. 

ly. Pwccal.puer. 

ily, Sir JohnCUw'ng’i 
ite pn Accuunijiut'-; 

irt. 


iCth. That ail the Aumcens then in Office (hould repair immediately with their Accounts to the 
Sudder Cutcherries of the refpeftive Divifions in which they were employed, to attend on the Pro- 
vincial Councils, and furni(h them with luch Materials and Information as might be required for the 
Formation of the Settlement. 

1 9th. We received your Orders per Europa on the 26ih July; and as, from the ^th, 9th, and 
loch Paragraphs of your Letter, it was evident that your Intentions were to afford an Indulgence to the 
ZeminJ.irs, and Relief to the Country, we immediately direfted the Provincial Councils to form their 
C omputation of the real Value of the Lands by the Medium Amount of the Nett Colleftions of the 
Years 1180, 1181, and 1 182 (that is, the Sum aftually received into the Treafury, exclufivc of the 
Provifion made for the Charges, Colledlion, and the Zemindars Subfiftence) and make that the 
Standard ol the next Jumma of the new Settlement, the fame Amount to be received into the 
Trealury. ^ 

20th. It will not be in our Power to forward to you the general Account Settlement for the current 
Year, until the future Uilpatchcsof theSeafon; but we have the Pte^furc to acquaint you, that the 
Settlement is formed for moft of the Diftrifts, and has received dur Confirmation. 

21. I laving directed the Superintendant of the Khalfa Records to prepare Drafts of tl^ Deeds to 
be granted to the Zemindars and Farmers, formed from thofe of the Committee of Circuit, and tha; 
granted to rhe Rajah of Burdwan, and the Orders received from you, with fuch Alterations or Addi- 
tions as might appear neccITary, on confulting with the Olficers of the KbalCi, he delivered in 
Report thereon ; and having palTcd our Refolutions on the feveraf Articles, we direfted them to be 
prepared and drawn out, as entered at large in our Proceedings of the 5th September. 

22d. As the Bufinefs of the Huftabood was not yet finifhed, and the Accounts were likely to prove 
of [iiore Utility whenever a permanent Settlement (hould be formed, than the prefent ; and as by t le 
Orders of tlic 29111 July, the Huftabood Papers could be no longer of any Ufc to the ProviiiCia 
Councils in forming the ScMlcmentfor the current Year, wedirefted the native Aumcens to return to 
Calcutta with their Papers ; and we have the Honour to forward to you, a Number in the Packet, ^ 
Copy of the feveral Accounts which have been prepared and fubmitted to us by the Supennten an 
of the Auinccny Office. . . , . 

23d. VVe beg Leave to refer you to the Proceedings for our feveral Debates, 
meens and this Office. The Mofuffil Eftablilhmcnt was reduced the 5th of Augutt, but th^e 
at the Prcfidency, which is employed in compiling and digefting the Accounts which were furm y 
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by the Aumeens, ftill regains, and will be kept up till thofc Accounts are coirpleted, which we hope 
>,ill be done m the Lourfe ot 1 wo Months. 


BALANCES. 

a4th. Finding it neceflary that feme Means (hould be taken for the fpeedy Adjuftment of the 
Balances or Arrears of Rent #hich were outftanding from the refpeftive Landholders at the Clofc 
of the Uft Year, and having been furnUhed with your general Inftruaions on this Subjed, in the 
45d Paragraph of your General Letter by the Egmont, we deliveroi in our feparate Opinions there- 
on, on the aad July, and direded the Provincial Councils to exert themfelves in enforcing Payment 
of the Arrears of Revenue due from the lad Year (1183) and not to receive Propofals for farming 
from any Man not a Zemindar, until he fliould have paid up his Balances and adjuded his Accounts 
for the lad Five Years. 

a5th. We have alfo direfted them to draw out fepyrate States of the Balances outdanding on Ac- 
count of the Revenue, of the Yeaa 1179, u8o, nSi, 1.182 and ii83,fpccifying the Names of the 
Perfons from whom they are due, their Pleas of RemilTions, and their own Opinion on the judnefs 
of the Pleas, with References to all the former Proceedings on the Subjed, and their final Judgment 
of the Amount julUy due from each Perfon accompanied with an Account of the Circumdances of 
the Farmers and their Securities, fo as to dilUnguifb fuch Part of the Balance as may be recoverable, 
of which Payment might be enforced from fuch at are iriecoverabie and ought to be remitted, con- 
furntably to your Qfdera ^ve<.m4nti<)M|^.and we have direded them to fet apart the hccclTary 
Time every Weyk, and to tranfmit their (%inte Proceedings regarding them as foon as puflibic fur 
our Peurmination. 

26ch. We hope Ihorcty after the prefent Ptfpacch, to receive the Proceedings of the Provincial 
Councils, and to be able to decide upon them. 


, M ,0 0, R S N E D A B A D; 

47th. We have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that the Amount Settlement for this Dlvifion has 
been wufly realized, but that all Endeavours to recover the Balances of former Years have been in- 

28U1, Ac company inj^c Letter from Moorlhedabad of the 8th May, you will find an Explana- 
tion of the Balances outftanding for the lad Year. The 2 Lemind»r of Rajcfhahy prefenicd us Claims 
for DcdVlions, amounting to 53,547 Rupees s which from the Explanation of this Council, we have 
deemed inadmiflible, except the Sum of ,»5,oco Rupees, which we unanimoudy rcfolvcd to allow her, 
in Liquidation of her Balances, and in lieu of all Demands for Remiflions for the lad Year. 

aath. T,hc Farmer of Jehanguirpore, Hattinda, and Mancote, is in Balance Rupees 80,968. 7. 
but in Oppofitbn to this Claim he dates a Demand on Account of Sycr Chclontah, Baacy jumma, 

and Morafiha, of 1,21,305 Rup«*- , r.waet, lv un 

20th. Before the Formation of the Settlement of the Lands of Bengal ih the Year 1 1 79, the Com- 
mittec of Circuit, refolv^ bn the Subdraflion qf fundry Taxes from the Public Revenue, which were 
confidered by them as impoljitic and oppreffive : Thefe were comprehended under the following Names, 

Bazec Jumma, or Fines, &C. . « . . 1 

Syer Cheluntah, qr Duties exafted on Goods palling at the ZemindaCry Chokies, 


Hofdwy * \ Taxes on Marriage. 


And it was adverb fed, that thefe Taxes lliould be deduaed from the Jumma of the preceding 
Year, which was nude the Ground-work on which t’ c Propolals for the hive Years Leafes were to 
be formed, lb that neithcrithe Farmers (hould pay the Amount of thofc Taxes to ‘Government, n6r 
be allowed to levy them on the People. In fomc Inftanccs, the Amount of the Colkctions mane for 
thefe Taxes in the Year 1178, was afeertained, and the Dedudions were made from the Jumma ot 
the Year for the immediate Infpedion of thofc who were defirous of becoming Farmers of the Lands, 
and made their Propofals accordingly t but in many Diftrids this was impradicable, and it was left 
to make the Dedudioos after .the-Leafes had been granted. The prefent Uaim is to be allowed 
thofc Dedudions and the Queftion is, whether fueb of ihe Ycmindars and harmers as '’“vc 
to the Dedudion of the Amount of thefe Taxcii#om their refpedive annual Engagements, lhal I 
be allowed the lame, or whetlier they lhall be bound to pay the fptcific Sums written in their Ca- 

booleats^h^ Council of Moorlhtdabad lav, the Zemindar of 

has a Claim on rbefe Accoonts, and. that he has preferred it regularly fmm « he *^ 1 ' 

to the prefent Time. We could not however agree on a ^ ‘ difrnZt ind eoJ- 

it lliould remain fufpended for your final Decilion i but ihai the Matter Ibould Aonm* 

eluded, as far as may be done by this Government, with loch Refervation as n *y 
bation or Difapprobation to operate upon the Dccifion. We have accor mg y i 
Sel.Com. Rip. VI. 3 ^ 


71I1 Wr. FraiM 
Miaiiu. ^ 


t|Mk Juljra 


Dittos 


BCth 

«9th April# 
3.9th Aprils 

ViJe Dnbitti. 


B^th April* 


loth to if til June 
Vide Ki'lctiagur Cow 
noittte of Circuit Pro. 
ccrdings, Committet 
Circuit ni ColTiinlsuBa 


loth Mav. UCttr 1 
MoorftoioM. 
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to tranfcnit to us the Proofs that in the Stctlcmeoc made df Jehanguirporc, See* no Dedu£l;k>ns*were 
OOobef> made for the Articles of Sycr Cheluntah, Baaee Jumma, -aijd Marocha^ and to calf upon the Fat* 
mcr to prove that he was promifed a Deduftion, when the Amount of the Sum ufually coilefted on 
thofc Articles could be afeertained. Their Anfwer, with the late Collector's Letter on the Subjeft, 
is entered on our Proceedings of the 7th Oflobcr ; add wcAavc the Honour to fubmic to you a com- 
plete Copy of our Proceedings on this Claim, for your Judgment 
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Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Countil, in their Re^ntie Department, of 

the 5th M19 1775; 

* t w r ; ^-4.) 

HE. Secretary lays before the Board the 7riin(lMi)Mi^aThr<te Petition# df^mal ul dien Cawn, 
which accompanied Mr. JofepbFb<»ktVliMtcr«Wili asth April, «ttetW*hl^e(Jnriiltation of 
the a5th April. . ... .. t . 


Tranflation of the Petition . of CtJDMii} ul Dien Khaun, Farmer, of the Hidgdee DiftriA. 

About the End of the Month of; ^ the Year ti8i«'^V«ylayitee, the Committee on ilie 
Parc of the Company, let all the Teki^ rCollarics of the PUrgunnahs of Kairoomall, &c. Motchf- 
amootah, &c. and Doorudumno, &c. Faim, to rntj Upon an Agreement of my engaging to provide 
a Lack of Maunds at the Rate R«|Met.pcir Mauiftl, to be delivered in Twodiffibrent 

Payments. I received in Confequentie 60,500 Rupees from the Committee iq advance j out of which 
Sum, Dewan Gonga Govind collufivai^hDok^*:#)^ Rupees, engaging, in^^^fideraliion thereof, to 
caufe whatever Quantity I could provide above the Lack of Maunds, tow paffed, which I might 
Icll wherever I cliofe for my own Advantage. Gonga Goyind having made this Agrcemtnt with 
me, accordingly received the Sum of 15,000 in Goltf MohiM at One Time, in Part of it 5 but in 
the Month ot lyle, upon my applying to him to’paft Ibme Salt, he refufed it, and notwithftanding 
exaded from me the remaining 1 1,006 Rupees, being the Balance due upon the above mentioned 
Agreement. Being thus rendered unable Ha .complete the Advances to my -People, they haire fet up 
a Claim againlt me, and now want to complain upon roe to the GMincil. nave earneftly fuppli- 
cated Gonga Govind upon the Subjed,. begging him, as { am. a poor Man, and not able to aflFord to 
pay the above Sum, that be will relieve roe from ity but he onjuftly paid ' BO Attention to what I 
faid.. Where have I this Money to pay f I arti h(^^^ that you lifll fae pivaftd to call Gonga Govind 
before you, and caufe him to refund what he received from me, with intcreft. 

A true Tranflation. ' ‘• 

. . ; - (Signed) 'Wi Chalmers, ; 

P" Trapflator to the |Chalf.r. 


Ordered, That Cumal ul dien Cawn be required to attend the Board, 

* .. ■> 4 ' 

Cumal ul dien Cawn being called before the Board, ‘ is queftioned as foBows : 

Quef. Do you acknowledge thefe Three Petitions to' be yonrs ? 

[Shewing him the Perfian Petitions which accompatiied Mr. Fowke’s Letter.) 

Anf. Yc$>~I gave them in, and hdpe for Jidlice*~I only defired that tfiisOneitbeing the Arzee 
containing the Complaint againfl Mr. Ar^hdeadoo).‘fnight'bedcHval'ed tO die Boafti, bdt the other 
Two 1 defued Rada Churn would keep in his own Hands. ' ■ ■■< i,-,' ■ - 

Quef. With what Intention did you deliver ||N>lt‘Pap(Vk tb Rada Chum 

Mr. P'rancis moves. That Cumal ul Dien may be alked, if he has any Objedions to fwear to 
the Truth of the Three Petitions ? W - 

Mr. Barwell — 1 think he ought not to be fworn to any Petition utileft tlie ode he intends to 
profecutc. ‘ ' 

The Honourable Mr. Monfon~>l think he may be alked if he is willing to fwear or not. 

General Clavering — 1 think he ought to be alked, whether he chufes to be fwofn j bccaufe I can- 
not conceive that having written and flgned the Three Petitions, and now acknowledged them ail 
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to be his, he did not intend to prefcnt them all m ft.:, 1 l 

warped /rom his original Intention by dcfienina PcodIc who fn ^ 1 ”*^ **•'’* been fince 

• fT^“* ‘^Leavc to obfcrw, thatCumal ul dien Cawn, wiien he acknowledetd the Pe 

t.tjons, fatdy I gave them in, and hope for Juftice.-*Thcy contain Charges whiTl^ir ^ u' 
to be exammed by thia ^afo, and f conceive that the ffiTp to fj iKaTjuSfce' 
r ««,.th.t he fboold give fuch Authenticity to theVwrs Sned 2 

0«P«ab«_H.i.„Libc„, .£5 cffo1,h ff 

*"r “ f*'" '» ‘h' Tmlh of *« Tto« Pi. 

.f " 

Anf. I only depoOeed thofe Two ((hewing them) 

The above Quefttpn repeated to Cumal ul dien Cawn t 

T*« foe Troth of tills oiwipi|eaning the Petition again!) Mr. Archdeacon ,) as to 

the other Two, ilM pot igi VC them with airlientiM -of complaining ; 1 only put them inw Kada 
Cluiin $ i|»d^ that ^ might inform the Maba Rajah of them, that the Matter might he amicably 
adjufted with iJongaGoyind Sing upon Sudder ul Dien’s Arrival, in which Cale I would withdraw 
them ; that I cou d in that (^k give 4,000 Rupees to the Maha Rajah, and 2,oo,j Rupees to Rada 
Churn^IftO cpHkl not.be fettled in this Manner, I would then complain to Government 
Qiicf. Are the Contents of thofe Two Arzees iriie or falfe f 
Gpvcrnor General— I muft b«gj Leave to enter my Objeftion to this Qiieftion, 

Anf. They arc true i but I only depohted them in Kuda Churn's I lands. 

General CUvering— I move that Rada Chum, and Gonga Govind Sing, may bedirefied to attend 
the next Meeting of tt^is Board, 

Agreed to 4 and Qr^ijcc^That the Secrcury do fommon them accordingly. 


Extfadl of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Dopartmenr, of 
t foe 9th May 1 775. 

. KriCjlyyjI, That Churn be called in, ;aj)d feated. 

He Is accordingly calletl in, feated, and queilloned as follows : 

Opc/j w&^' 4 id yoq r^jcwc thefe Pietiiions? 

, fSnewiflg hjm foe Three Perfian Petitions accompanying Mr. Fowke’s Letter of 
the 25tb, and entered in Coofuitations the Zjith April] 

Anf. They were cither given in to Mr. Fowke or to me } I don’t recolleft which, as Cumal ul 
Dien wrote a great many Afzees, fomc of which he put into my Hands, and fotne into Mr. 
Fowke’s. 

General’s Quell Were they written in your Prefence ? 

Anf. No : He brought them ready writien. 

Quef. Was tiie ^cal upon thetp when they were delivered to you ? 

Anf, They were alfo feal^ when he brought tliem. 

Quef. Was Mr. Fowke with you When he brought them ? 

Anf. If Mr. Fowke happened to be at Home when Cumal ul dien Cawn called, be received the 
Arzees j if he was not at Home he waited till he came. 

Queftion repeated. 

Anf. He brought at different Times to Mr. Fowke’s Houfc to the Number of Six, among 
which Numbers were thofe Three* and I don’t exactly remember whether he delivered thofe Three 
at One Time, or at different Times. 

Quel. What.did Cumal ul Dien lay to you whefahe delivered the Two Arzees complaining of 
Gonga Govind Sing ? 

Anf, That having recovend the Money he might be enabled to make the Advances to the 
Molungees. 

Governor General’s Quef, Did Cumal ul Dien defire you to prefent thofe Arzees to the Coun. 
cil, or to keep thofe as a Depofit ? 

Anf. To lay them before the Council. 

General’s Quef. Are you fore he did not defire you to keep them as a Depofit? 

Anf. Yes. 


Governor 
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Governot General. Did he defire that all the 1 hree Arrecs miglit be delivered 
Board ? 

Anf. Yes. 

(Rada Churn withdraws.) 

Gunsa Govind Sing being called in, is informed that there are Two Petitions before the Boaid 
figned % Cumal ul dien Cawn, complaining of him v IfOth of,,wfii^ Cumal ul dien Cawn I'avl 
are true. • - ' ^ ^ 

[He h defired to-nead them} 41^5'; ? 

Geficrars Quef. Are the Contents of thettj true or taMc? 

Anf. If you will demand of me the Pardctdadr.lf can reply to them. 

Quef. Cumal ul Dien alledge% thK oaih of 4b,5'()o ROpees advanced to him on Account of 
his Salt Contrail with the Cot^an^, 'that yoU coHofively took froof 26,000 Rupees } 
via. 15,000 paid you in Gold Ml>hursfe the Month of JeylvIiSt, andf|f‘,boo Rupees after- 
wards— Is this true . ;• 

Anf. It is falfc that I took thofc Sums colldfiwely'ftbm Cumal ul Dltiis^ 

Quef Did you receive the Money ? ,! i:*;-, 

Anf I did not take this Money myfclf i yop demapd of me the ParficuNrt i'*li^reUte them. 

Quef Who did take that Money ? ' ' * 

Anf Cumal ul Dien has charged me Inliis Prdtien with reWrvin]^ bolld#iWjf*fh«n him, at Two 
different Periods, the Sum of 26,000 RupeeS \ t o Yjyc h nw ArtlWer ^ requiit<l,‘< 4 thd is as follows:— 
I never took any Money from him*, let Kim Claim he adv'ahcesiig^ft me, and I Ih.ll 

then be in the higheft Degree culpable I'^and^'th^Wiricmen of Councilbeii^ -my Mailers, arc at 
Liberty to do with me as they pleafe.— This is all I know regarding the ibbve'Modci^"! oitnely, that 
when Cumal ul Dien took the Mahal frotn'UhdCr the Minanment of the ^ndet P'aifmif hi$ own 
Hands, he gave a Chelan for 14,000 Rupees In Paft of the Balamiis'OFthe'Ye^r i iSd j but when the 
'I'ime of Payment came, wanted that' it’ Ihdiild tse difirbarged by BulBmt Royf^ahtl^de Difputes 
about it i in confequence of which”! took r%,o6o Rupees, in Pah-Payrtiem of k} from his Ad- 
vance.s, and 2,000 Rupees on ACcouM of Money ■'ttoe ttt Mct^kcresi afterward# I 100^*^,573 
Rupees more from his Advances on Account of thc'RevenuC. The above irikiog altogether 23,0^ 
and odd Rupees, was taken without his Confen^s but as to the Difference between this Sum and that 
mentioned him, I esnnot fay aiiy Thing, bef&re T know from himlelf, and from Cjtifmining my 
Hopes on what Account it is charged. -> 

General Clavcring -^1 projiofe that Guhga Qbvind Sing may be ant«#'’if he is willing to fwear to 
the Truth of this Anfwer. ■' 

Mr! mSo,}*®"* 

Governor General — I objc6l to it, becidle I think it irregular to fwear any Perfon with rcfpcdl to 
Charges againft himfelf. 

Refolution, That he be called in, and afkcdf, If he’ is willing to fwear tOflft Troth of thC Anfwer 
he has given in. .y 

He anfwers — Let the Perfon who complains ag^ft.m^.‘fwcar to the Truth df the Charges againft 
mci a Defendant is put to his O^th when aii^vamlnafkM takCS'ptacil; t^''b6th Pafties arc interro- 
gated. The Gentlemen hav^% been pleafed tO appoint' me to an efcaltctf Station, if they make me 
take my Oath, it will refledf ^eatjy upon my ChifiAcr. 

General Clavering— C^eftidn. How mUth^s tfftc from Ctifnal ul Dien to the Com^ny, on Ac- 
count of his Salt Contrachi and his Land Farms ? ' ■' - 

Total Balance of Salt Farms, due by Cumal ul dlen Cawn; on Account of 7 „ , 

the Years 1 180 and 1181, Velayctie — — — — l, 47.«70 i* lO 

Total Balance of Land Parms due by him, being the Demand againft hitfrf ' - * .. 

tothcEndof Bhadoon - - - 7 " 

(Gonga Goving Sing withdraws.) 

Ordered, He do attend next Friday. 


Fxtnhft 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Debartmeht 
' of the lath May 1775. 

' At « Council i PRESENT, 

The Honourable Wjurren Haftings. Governor General, Prefident, 


Thfe Horiq^l'able Geforge Monfon, 

Richard wwcll, I ‘ 

, ; ; ‘ Phmp‘Eran%,*r^'"** 

■ ' ^onga Goyind'Sing. 

QueRion« Do you ^ hold *. Barm in the Province of EH^heetf 

Anfwcr. I hold no Farnii^ 4 nit I hold Tvroicr Thice Vilkges ona Deurattur Footing, or religious 
Endowment, ; «> defray ihcJ^peoeesijf e Tempfc.j.i 
Quedi^tADoyw hold thecn^ or ywr Brother ? 

Anfwer. , i do- oOw that my Brother is dead t 1 derived them Aom my Brother. 

Qjj^ftiotk . WhatJhettt do you pay to Government for tlwm \ 

Anfwer.; Wothiilfr:.t ' - m - 

Queftion. When were they granted -to . your l^rother and to you ? 

Anfwer. I dco^t recoUeiR. ; but if you. chuHiil^to order me^ l ean deliver in an Account of every 
Thing relating: to ihenifc. . . . u; ; (' 

(He is ordered to deliver in an Account accordingly.) - . 

Queftion. How many Yetrs ago is itlince your Brother received his Grant ? 

Anfwer. About Sin ;or Seven Teats ago, to the beft of. my Rccollcdlion. 

^eftion. ;Was Mr. Graham Chief <tf Burdwan at that Time ? 

Anfwer. I cannot fayj . = 

(He is ordered: to withdraw^ 

Queftion put, Whether the Fafts all^d by Comaul ul Dicni particularly that of his having token 
26,000 Rupees from him collufively, is alcertained by the AniWer made to it by Gonga Govind 
Sing?, _ . i . 

Mru jwancia— He has aclgpowledged his having dedufied 23,379 Rupees, from the Advances 
made to Comal o* Dien, on Account of the Salt I- arms. Admitting that this Money was applied to 
make good a former Balance on Account of Rents due from Cumal o' Dien Cawn, tor a Land Farm 
(which I by no Means believe to be the Cafe) ftill, I conceive, that his witholding any Fart of the 
Advances was unauthorized, and muft be highly prejudicial to the Company’s Intereft, as it tends to 
deftroy the Source of future PrpduAion of Revenue i and 1 fee no Relation between Comal o* 
Dicft’s Engagements as a Sait CpnirsAori, and.hB LCafe-as a, Land Farmer. The Rent (hould have 
been exadUd as the moothly Kifts became duo. „ r.. . 

Mr. Batwell— The Land Revenue And SaltiA diSjrent at Hidgdce from any other Part of Bengal; 
and have been united for Ages. Whether the Goyemmcril obliges a Mao to pay its Due, by com. 
pelling them out of his Hands, or by ftopping a Payment to be made to fUch a Debtor, I can con- 
ceive it is the (ainc, and that no Public Intereft can be facriiiced by it. The Claims arc mutual, 
one deman 4 s o»c Account, the other another •, and if the Revenue runs behind Hand, as it appears 
it has clone,' I conceive Gonga Govind Sing fully acquitted of any Charge againlt him on this Ac- 
couiKh But I do not uodcrdjuid the Petitioo before the Board in the Light of a Charge againlt 
Gonga Govjpd Sing. It is brought before us againft tite Inclination of the Fetitioner, of the Fcrlon 
•whede Name is annexet) to, it, and his declared Oppofition. to its being carried before the Board; to 
enter into an • Enquivyi or to -take up Complaints that are dropt in my Opinion, imtft needlcfsly 
engage the Time and' Attention of the Board, as well as, carry with it any Appearance of fome 
partial Aim. The Board, by adopting the Petnion in the Manner they have, make it m haft their 
own j and they are-equaHy the Pftofecutors. and Deciders -upon, the Points; for the Man whole Name 
is written at the Foot of tht Petition, has pofitlycly averred he has no Complaint to make, nor did 
he ever authorize tlK-Prtfeotation of the Petition to the Boai^ 

Mr. Monfon^Gunga GflVind Sing acknowledges he. has wiilvheld upwards of 23,000 Rupees for 
Advances due to Comol o’ Dien Gaun, on his TekaColiares ; which Sum, he fays, was due to the 
Company from the Farmer for bis Malguzary Rent. By bis having transferred the Company s Pro- 
perty in this Manner from one Account.to the other,>in order to make the on 

the Revenue Department, and to encrcafe them on the Salt Farms, is lubjeamg the Company tq 
certain Lofs ; for unlefs the AddUiens arc regularly made to the Salt Farm, it is impolTible lor he 

Farmer to deliver the Quantity of Sait which he has contraaed f.i 

Tlcbciency is made in Im Deliveries, on which the Company arc confiderable Lofers, and the Balances 
arc irrecoverable ; as is now the Cafe, with the Renter being m Arrears to Government on Im Salt 
Farm.upwardsof 1,47.000 Rupees, as appears by the Account lent in by the Calcutta Co 
1 think this Proceeding of Gonga Govind Sing deferves Keprehenfton and enure. ip ^ a 

to the Petitions now before us, by which this Tranfaftion is made known, tun' ey , 

‘ Su,CoM. Rep.VI. 3!^ ^ 
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regular Method before the Board. Cumal o’ Dien Cawn delivered them to the Perfon who fent them 
to the Board, with the Intention that they (hould come to the Knowledge of Government, as ab 
pears from the Evidence of Rada Churn, to, whom h« delivered them. The Motived that Inducted 
him to retraft thefc Petitions, are beft known to himfelf •, but I have Rcafort to believe, (hat his 
Intentions were alteretl by having tjjorc flattering ProfpcAs held out to him that! the Kccoveiy of 
fo inconfiderable a Sum from Gonga Govind Sing. ^ 

General Clavering — I muft conttft 1 am Very much, j(|liflreflMftn .forming my Opinion 6r 
mcni on the Petition before us, and the Anfwcr to it. fbe Petitioner Cumal o’ Dien Cawn is a Man 
of derpVrate Fortune, whofe Declaratibn bellm Board has alfi^ody been contradi^cd by Three pa. 
fttivc Witnefles upon Oath. From the ActSufations which he has feparateiy brought againft feveral 
Perfons, and for fohic of which hMs bound over to profcciite at thenhxt Aflizes, it appears 
that he has changed his ProfelBon froht 'biiiig a Salt Farmer to that of a mort- lucrative one, of be 
coming a public. Accufer. With regaitf to>wh(U>>he has advahcwbagaiiift'CkMl^a' Govind Sing; I can 
therefore only admit it as far as it is eonfefledibytheother'Pariy's iro lS this Pfaftice of deduftin r 
from the Advances of the Salt Farmers to berfe^ Pkrfbtis ih hiijgh<Statioiiiil> thb Govettiment, has been 
admitted, and proved by more than One tnAftAce^lam rathertnelinable to give bhirCredtt for What he 
has therein faid the moR profligate Lyers way lbtnwnfies''rppak the Truth; ’His Intention of pre. 
fenting this Petition to the Board, has bent confirmed by the Evidence (^‘Rada Churn, tfotyndeed it 
could not have been given to him for i■ny•othc^'Kbfpofe. On thefe Grounds I am Of Opinion, that 
Gonga Govind Sing is guilty of the Charge brought i^ainfi lum. 

Governor General — 1 do not underftand that tJit|iattcr of the Petition in queftion has undergone 
fucli an Invclligatioa as can enable the Board to pafs any Judgment on the Charges contained 
111 it. 

Mr. Francis— I move that Gonga Gowind Sing be difmtfled from his Employment in the Company’s 
Service. I pay little Regard to the Evidence of Cumal ul dien Caun ; The Confeflion made by 
Gonga Govind Sing convifts him of a fpecifle Offence, for which, in my Opinion, he ought to b? 
difmiired from his Employment. His general Chtraiffer, as 1 am well informed, is infamous in an 
uncommon Degree. That Reafon alone, independant of any particular Charge, would induce me to 
exclude him from any Office of Truft in the C ompany’s Service. 

Mr. Barwcll — During my long Refidence in this Country, this is the Firft Time that I have heard 
the Charafter of Gonga Govind Sing being infamous. No Information 1 ever received, though I 
have heard many People fpcak ill of him, ever pointed to any particular Ad of Infamy committed by 
Gonga Govind Sing. I have no intimate Knowledge of Gonga Govin# Sing » what I underlland of 
his Charaifler has been from Natives as well as Europeans. I am againft his Difmiffion. 

Mr. Monlbn— Cumal 0* dien Cawn I underlland to be a Man of an equivocal Charader •, I therefore 
fhould not regard his Charge againft Gonga Govind Sing, if I had not heard, fince my fhort Refidena* 
in this Country, that Gonga Govind Sing is a Man of a moft rapacious Dirpofition •, which Charader I 
think is confirmed by the Wealth and he now enjoys, being efteemed one of the moft 

wealthy Inhabitants of Calcutta. 1 thittiii^efftm avaricious Difptmtion and high Ambition is 
not proper to be intrufted in the Company’s Service elbtcially with that Degree of Influence which 
1 am told he pofTefles over the Minds ipf ilMily People in this Country, I therefore think i.c 

ihould be removed from his prefenc Empfoyrpeot; ' ' 

General Clavering— The Caufes of tne^oieydifo of the Revenue, and the great Inereafe of tlie 
Balances, I have endeavoured to account for in my Minute, on the Petition of the Rajah of Kajalhiihy. 
1 fhould be wanting in the Performance of that I'ruft and Confidence which the L^egifiature placed in 
me when it appointed me one of the Council of Bengal, if I did not ufe my beft Endeavours to remove 
thofe Caulcs CO which the Company are to attribute the Lofs they have fuuained in the Revenue, A 
corrupt Dewan of the Province is the great Channel through which all thofe Evils have paflvd of 
which I have fpoken ; and I think it incumbent on me fo declare, that in this inftance, and every other 
where I have cither Proofs or Sufpicion that a Dewan is corrupt, 1 will give Ay Vote to remove him. 
On the Evidence therefore before me, 1 think Gonga Govind Sing fhould be removed from his Place 
of Dewan of the Calcutta Provincial Council. 

Governor General— I am againft the Quftion, becaufe I know of'tio Fault that be has committed, 
and have very good Reafon to believe, that he by no Means merits the Charaffer which has been re- 
ported of him to Mr. Francis. He had many Enemies at the Time that he was propoied to k* 
employed in the Company’s Service, and not one Advocate among thU Natives who had immutliaic 
Accefs to myfelf ; I chink therefore if his Charadler had- been fuch as has been deferibed, the Know- 
ledge of it could hardly have failed to have been afeertatned to me by the fpecific FaAs. 1 have heard 
him loaded, as I have many others, with gelieral Reproaches, but have never heard any one ex* 
prefs a Doubt of his Abilities. 

Refolved, That Gonga Govind Sing be difmifled from his Station of Naib Dewan to the Pr<)vi||^.d 
Council of Calcutta, and that they be advifed accordingly. ' ' ' ‘ 
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Extraft of the General Letter' from Bengal, in the Revenue Department, dated 3d November 177a. 

AS the Adminiftration of Jufttce and the C^ledlioo the Revenue are by far the m»(l important 
^ Olne^s of Government, they certainly claim the firft Attention of your Prcfidcnt and Council, 
cfpecially at a Time when fo many weighty Matters, intimately conncfled with them, are intruded by 
you to our Invc^gation and Judgment, and when the State of the Country requires timely, well 
digeded* and fpirit^ Meafures. While the controlling aad. executive Part of the Revenue, and the 
Correfpondence with the ColleAors was cairied on by a Council at Moorfhedabad, the Members of 
your Adminiftration hadmot anOpiportunicy of acquiring that thorough and comprehend ve Knowledge 
of the Revenue, which can only refultfrom praaical Experience i but as your late Orders tend to 
cftablilb a new Syftem, enjoin many new Regulations and Enquiries, which could not properly be 
delegated to a fubordinate Councils it became alMfolutdy neccirai7 that the Budnefs of the Revenue 
'Ibowd be condu^led under our immediate Obfervation and DitcAion. 
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SEVENTH 
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R E P O R T 

£ 

FROM THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE, &c. 


The Sclea Committee appointed to take Into Confideration the State of the Adminiftration of 
Jufticc in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and to report the fame, as it (hall 
appear to them, tothcHoufe, with their Obfervations thereupon*, and who were inftrufted 
to confider how the BritiCh Poflcflions in the Eaft Indies may be held and governed with 
the greateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what Means the 1 lappincfs of 
the Native Inhabitants may be beft promoted 5 


H a V I NG, in the lall vSelTion of Parliament, made a Report to the Houfe, of the Conduct of 5 
Lawrence Sulivan, Efquire, the then Chairman of the Eaft India Company ; and on the 
fame being taken into Confideration by a Committee of the whole Houle, the faid Com- 
mittee came to fundry Refolutions ; which Rcfolutions were afterwards, u|X)n the Confideration of the 
Report thereof, agreed to by the Houfe. 

When Your Committee made^that Report to the Houfe on which thofe Rciolutions were grounded, 
they were not then flJYully informed of the Extent of Mr. Sulivan’s Ncglcft of his Duty as Chairman 
of the Court of Direftors, nor of his Difrefpeft to a Committee of this Houfe, in not only rcllraining 
Mr. Wilks, under Pretence of an Oath of Secrecy, from giving full Evidence to Your Committee, but 
limiting him to give inch Evidence as muft miflead Your Committee in a very cfTential Point of their 
Enquiry, and which in confequence induced them ro make a Report to this Houle, very different from 
that which they fhould have made, but for fuch a Deception* 

Your Committee beg Leave to obferve to the Houfe, That Twenty Months being clapftd fince the 
Judicature A& was pafled, and no Advice of its Promulgation in India having arrived, although Evi- 
dence had been given of its being fent on the 3d of Auguft 178 ( *, Your Committee thought it highly 
ncccflary to examine more minutely into all the Circumftanccs of the Tranfmiffion of that Aft, by 
the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft; more particularly as the Evidence which had been given of this 
Difpatch, was very far from being fatisfaftory to Your Committee at the 1 ime when it was given. 

Your Committee difedied the Secretary to the Committee of Secrecy at the India I loufc, to lay be- 
fore them, the Proceediogi iff the Secret Committee refpefting the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft 
lySi* • 

^ Mr. Samuel Jobnfon, the prefent Clerk to the Committee of vSecrecy, attending, according to Order, 
produced to Your Committee the following Excraft, made hy him from the Committee B(X)k, of the 
Procccdingi of the Secret Committee refpefting the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft 1781 : 

5 “ On 
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would depart for India in a few Days. 

“ On the I ft of Auguft a Letter was Ggned by the Chairman (the Deputy Chairman beirw abfent) to 
“ Warren Haftings, tfquire. Governor General of Bengal, which contained the following oragraphs ■ 

“ On the Ship Deptford* was forwarded a Copy of the K.eporp and Appendixes of the Seleft 
“ Committee, »e^<fting the Ben^; Judicature i wc now fen^anothet Copy of that Report 
“ and of the A£t pafled, for your further Information.” * 

An Aft of Parliament having alfo paffed during the laft Seflion; by which the Company’s 
“ Charter has been prolonged for Ten Years, wc tranfmit you Copy thereof, for your In^ 
“ formation and Guidance, and enjoin ftrift Attention and Obedience thereto.*’ 

“ On the Minutes of the .Secret Committee of this Day, is the following IS^ota Bene : 

” N. B. In the Duplicate Packet, diipatched to the Care of Philip Stcpliens, Efquirc, 3d Aiiguft 
“ 1781, Copies of Two Afts of Parliament were fent, but not in the Original, as they could 
“ not be procured in Time, the Regulating Aft not being printed.” 

“ Signed 

S. Wilks.” 

“ The Packet of the ift of Auguft being clofed, was delivered on the fame Day by Mr^lWilks to 
“ One of the Clerks at the Admiralty, with a Note from the Chairman and Deputy Chainronto Mr. 
“ Stephens, requefting him to forward it by the Firft Opportunity. 

“ On the 3d of Auguft, a Duplicate of the Packet 0^ the jft being prepared, the fame was delivered 
“ at the Admiralty 1 ^ Mr. Wilks, with alimilarNote from the Cliairman and Dirputy Chairman to 
“ Mr. Stepl)CD9. 

“ By the Lift of this Duplfcatc Packet, it appears that it contained among other Things, “Co- 
pies ot Two Afts of Parliament refpefting the Prolongation of the Company’s Charter, and the 
“ Regulation of the Bengal Judicature.” . , • ■ 

“ On the 4th of Auguft, a Note was received by the CVlrnian and Deputy, from Mr. Stephens, 
“ defiring to know whether the Packet delivered to him on the 3d, was intended to be fent by One 
“ of the Ships now going out, or to be kept for the next Opportunity. 

“ To which the Chairman and Deputy replied, by a Note written the fame Day, that it was in- 
** (ended that the Original and Duplicate Ihould be, fent by the Ships now going out i the Original 
* by dne Ship, and the Duplicate by another. 

“ On the airt of November, the following Minute appears upon the Proceedings of the Secret 
“ Committee : , 

“ Received back the Two Packets of the ift and 3d of Auguft } and, by Order of the Chair- 
“ man and Deputy Chairman, wrote the following Letter to Mr. Stephens, tranfmittitig, 
“ at the fame Time, Three Enclofures to his Addrefs: 

“ Sir, 

•• In Obedience to your Commands, fignified to Mr. Richard Owen, I beg Leave to inclofc 
“ Three Paper Packets to your Addrefs, received this Day, with Two returned Packets, 
marked W:{;R|T, which were delivered to voii, by Order of the Chairman and Deputy 
“ Chairman ot (he E^ft India Company, the i(t and 3d of Augutt laft. 

1 have the Honour to be, very rerpcftfully, 

S I R, 

Eaft India Houfe, Your moft obedient, and mofl 

aid Nov' 1781. hun blc Servant, 

(Signed) S. Wilks. 

Philip Stephens, Efq'. 

1 he Clerk requefting Inftru<fHon refpefting the private Letters which were, by Permiflion of the 
*• Chairman and Deputy Chairman, tranfmitted with their Packets of the ift and gd Auguft, it was 
“ ordered, that Care be taken to fend all fuch Letters, and the Packet, by thie FirlLSea Con- 
** vcyance.’* 

“ On the 4fh of January 1782, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman figned a Letter to the Cover* 
nor General of Bengal, which went by the Tryal Schooner j an ExM’afi^ of whkh is as fob 
lows: 1 


* The Deptford failed from Portfjiiouth iiih June 1781. 

In the Minute* of the 4th of AuguA is the following Kota Bene r 

** N. B. It was underAood by the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, that the Captains of the Shipt wf re not to be 
made acquainted with iheir rcaJ Deftination at the Time of failing ; therefore Mr Stephens was defired to give iuch 
Inllruaions as he Aiould think proper to infure the fafe Driitcry of the Packets comioirted to hU Ca t.’' 


“ Our 


f ^ ^ 

« Oor Gawrnor Gewral and Council have been informed, , by our Letter of the 8th Ultinid< 

« that the Two Ships of the Line, which they had before been advilcd.Vould fail about 
“ Aoguft, were at Homcj by thofe Ships we dilpatched Tranferipfe of a Letter ad- 
«« drefled to you, dated the ift of Auguft. ^ V * ^ • 

M Wchave no official Account of the Names of the Two Slilps in tiuedion* But vJi^beiieve 
« them to have been the Agamemnon and Prothec. Some time after thole ShiBs had failed^ 
«* they retofned back into Port j and the aift of November were received back frdm Philip 
** Stephens, Efq-, the Packets which had been delivered to him to be forwatded to you. Copies 
“ of the Firft and Second Reports of the Committee of Secrecy, and of the Appendix to the 
« Second Report, and of the Report of thc Sclca Committee of the Houfe of Commons, to- 
« gether with Five Copies of ah Aft, pafied in the laft SclTion of Parliament, for Prolongation 
« of the Company’s Charter, and Five Copies of an Aft for regulating the Bengal Judicature, 
« paffed likewife in tlie laft SclTion, were Numbers in the Packets above mentioned. 

« It was no fmall Concern to us to find, by the Return of thefe Packets, that our Endeavours 
“ to communicate the above ncceflary Information to you fo foon as poffible, had beetf 
“ fruftrated. 

“ Two Copies of the Appendix to the Firft Report' of the Committee of Secrecy having been 
“ fent on board the Tryal Schooner at the Clofc of Auguft, in order to complete the Set 
“ propofed to be on board the Prorhee, we now forward the Packet wliich has been rc- 
« * ceived back from Mr. Stephens-, which contains the Reports, and Appendix to the Second 

^ Report, and renders the Two Sets complete. 

“ W this unfortfeen Accident had nofhappened, the Aft of Parliament which direfts that the 
“ Patna Magiftraccs be difeharged out of Pnfon, would probably have been in Bengal in all 
** December at fartheft -, of couile, the Native Magiflrates, who had been imprifoned, would, 
“ before this Time, have been liberated: Our Governor General and Council, and all Perlons 
“ afting under their Authority, would alfo have been relieved from the painful Apprehenfions 
of Inconvctiicnce, on Account of Rcliftance madc'tO the Execution of the Decrees of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. We can only repeat our extreme Concern at the un- 
“ fortunate Circumftancc which has thus prevented the early Receipt of the Aft of Parlia- 
“ ment at Fort William, and defeated our Intentions of affording you tlie neceffary and 
“ moft fpeedy Information, on the Points above mentioned, in the Manner and by the Con- 
veyances of Two Ships of the Line, Which had brtft ordered to fail for India at the Clofc 
: « of July." 

And Ml-. Johnfon being examined, he was hiked,' Whether there arc any Documents on the Mi- 
nutes of the* Secret Committee, that Ihew when, the Twq Men. of War failed f to which he faid, No.- 
Being alked. Whether there is any Period between the ift^f Auguft and the 21ft of November 1781, 
at which it appears that they had not failed f he faid, Ort the 6th of Oftober the Secret Comniittce 
fubmitted 2 Wan to the Confideration of the Earl of Sandwich, in which ‘s the following Pro-^ 

pofition^j His Mxjefty’s Ships Agamemnon and Prothee, which art under Orders to proceed tq 

« India, fliall fail to,” &c. &c. 

Being allied, By whatShipor Ships was the Judicature Aft o/Parliament, pafied in the Scfiion of lySx, 
fent to India ? he faid, per Tryal, WoredU-r, Calcutta, and Alfred, which failed in February tySa, and 
by the Brilliant, which failed in May 178*. The Judicature Aft was fent on board the,! ryal by tlie 
Court of Direftors. in A Dilpatch of the 29th Auguft 1781. . The 1 rya , failed. from Galway the 4th 
November 1781 put into Limerick, in Diftrels. the yth November. i failed from^thence 12th tebru- 
ary 1782.— Being alked. What Difpatches were fent, by Land or Sea, from the tftof Auguft 1781 to 
the lath of February 1782, deferibe each, and the refpeftive Times of their Departure ? He faid, I ho 
Court of Direftors Difpatches were as follow : 

29th Auguft 17^*1 yifr Tryal, failed jath February 1782.’ 
ift January 178a S 


^ / - f 

2 5th Jaisuwy ? Worcefter, failed iii February, 
49th D* — 

30th April— Brilliant, failed in May. 

*^th July 1 


The Secret Committee's Difpatchei were as follow 1 
ptr Tryal, failed lath Februa^ 178a. 


1 6 th Auguft 1 
goth D* — > 


8th ^emter— per Tryal t and over Land by Mefirs. Dunkin and Smart. 

lit ^uMy’^iyslTBy VwiiVs Mcflhngcr as far as Vienna, who fet out 23d Fc- 
aad. As a PoftfcriptJ bruary. 
goth April— per Brilliant, failed In May 

Sxu Coif. Rip. VII. ^ 


iitb 
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uth 0 **^ fevcral Ships in September, and by a King’s Mcflcrtger 15th July. 

Bebg ^flced. Whether the Judicature AA was fent by Land to India between the id.Auguft 
t^l^i and July 1781 ? 'he faid, ft docs not appear that the Judicature A& was ^nt by Land to In- 
dia between the ift Auguft 1781 and July i782.->Being alked, When did MriTrs. Ounkin and 
Smart leave England ? he faid. They figned their Receipt for their Rackets ,90 the nth . of Dc- 
«^ber.~Being alked. What Perfons in the Company’s Service has he known to arrive from India 
between July 1781 to 3d Auguft in the fame Year? he faid, Mr. Shakefpeare delivered a Packet from 
Bengal on the 6th July.— 'Being alked. What Accounts have been received at the India Houfe of the 
Patna Magiftrates, fince their being cooBned by Order of the Supreme Court of Judicature ? he 
faid. The Proceedings on the Subjea, to the 25th February 1780, are already before the Committee • 
the Letters from Bengal, from that. Time to the prefent, are Blent thereon. ’ 

In the Appendix to the Revenue Confulratioos of the 6th March 1781, containing the Eftablilh- 
ment propofed by the Committee of Revenue for the Chief of P^^na, and which was approved by 
the Governor General and Council, is the following Article : 

Law Charges. ' 

Allowance to the Family of Mufty Burket Ulla, Sicca Rupees 
D* of Golaum Muckdoom •— — — 

D* of Kauzee Saudee ^ — 

D* to Bonaum Beg, Son to Behadre Beg •— — • 

Total Law Charges per Month >— 450 

And in the Appendix to the Revenue Confultations of the 8th March 1782, containing the Ef. 
tablilhment propofed for the Chief of Patna, the above Article in Law Charges is again re. 
peated. 

Your Committee having perufed thefe Papers, muft remark to the Houfe the very different Man- 
ner in which the Committee of Secrecy mentioned the Two Aflsj the Judicature Aft, which, 
amongft other important Points, gave Relief to the Patna Magiftrates, is fent for the Information of 
the Council General, without any Injunftion of Obedience or Attention to it t but in the very n^t 
Sentence, when the Aft for the Prolongation of the Charter is mentioned, then it is faid to be fent, 
not for their Information only, but for their Guidance alfo, and drift Attention and Obedience is 
enjoined thereto. , 

ft Report. It appears in a former Report, that the Judicature Aft paflTcd in July 1781, and that in Decem- 
ber 1781, Mr. Wilks, on being alked, “ If he could inform the Committee, without fpecifying the 
** Periods of Difpatch, how many Times Difpatches had been lent fince the 16th of July ? he faid, He 
“ did not think himfelf at Liberty to reveal how many Times the Committee of Secrecy have fent Dif- 
** patches ffnee the i6th of July, but that he had no Objeftion to mentioning the Date of the Firft 
“ Difpatch fince that Period.— -And being alked. When that Firft Difpatch was fent ? he faid, The 
<* Letter was dated the ift of Auguft, and finally difpatched the 3d of that Month. — And being 
** alked. That as that was the Firft Dilpatch after the Bengal Judicature Aft had palTcd in Parlia- 
** ment, was that Aft tranfmitted by that Difpatch i he faid. That Five Copies of the Regulating 
** Aft, and Five Copies of the Bengal Judicature Aft, were inclofed in that Difpatch } he did not 
*' get the Afts from the Printer ml the sd i he received Six Copies of each, one he kept for 
** Office Ufe, and the others he fent in that Dilpatch. 

** Mr. Wilks being defired to inform Your Committee of the Name of the Vefiel by which he 
lent the Judicature Aft to India, he again pleaded to the Committee, that it would be a Breach of 
** his Oath to anfwer that Queftion. And being alked. Whether the Veflel that took that Difpatch 
(of the 3d of Auguft) proceeded with it to the Tryal Sloop (then in Ireland) or to India ? he 
** faid, He had no Knowledge of the Veflel that took that Difpatch having proceeded to the Tryal ; 
** and he added, that he humbly conceived, that he could not give a further Explanation to that 
Queftion. And being alked. Whether he conceived any Detriment could arife tO tlie Company 
*' or the State, from informing a Committee of the Houfe of Commons of the Name of a Ship, 
“ or the Difpatch of a Veflel, which failed Six Months fince with Difpatches to India ? he faid, 
Circumftanced as he is, he does conceive, that, v^ithout Inftruftions upon the Point in queftion, 
“ he was not at Liberty to judge, or to give an Opinion, whether Detriment might arife to the 
Company or to the State by fuch Difclofure. And .being further alked, If the Chairman and De- 
“ puty Chairman, or either of them, afligned any Rcafons why they gave him Leave to mention the 
“ Date of the Difpatch, and not the Time of the Vclfel’s failing ? he faid, Tht Reafons which ren- 
“ dertd it improper to mention the Qrcumftances attending that Difpatch were perfeSly known to him." 

Your Committee, from this, and other Evidence which had been given to them by Mr. Wilks, 

always underftuod that the Judicature Aft, had bona fidp been fent to India by the Difpatch of the 

3d of Auguit t and they imputed the extreme Caution which in the Courfe of his Evidence fo 
plainly appeared in all his Anfwers to this Point, to the Imprefliun of the Oath of Secrecy he had 
, . taken » 

'•V ’ 


Sicca Rupees. 
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the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, Mr. Sulivan.nd Sir William James» he believe w“ . M«t« 
of Converfation between them, and he is not certain whether they did no go to Adm inift" tionSr. 
cerning it. And being afked What Order, he received from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
upon this Subjeft ? he faid. He received Inftroaions from Mr. Sulivan not to communicate the 
aannel of Conveyance And being afked. Why, when he gave Evidence to make this Committed 
t^licve the Judicature Bills were fent on the 3d of Auguft, he did not inform the Committee that 
thofe Bills were not fent to India but were aftually returned to the India Houle early in the Month of 
f pf<‘nii«cd to give that Information. And being afked. 

Chairman (Mr. Sulivan) , he is fure he had the Orders from Mr. 
SulitW directing him not to communicate it. The Whole of Mr. Wilks's Evidence on this Subicfl is 
mlerted in the Appendix N* i. ^ 


• acquainted, by the Chairman of Your Committee, with the Evidence 

filvenby Mr. Wilks on the 7th of March 1783, refpedlingche Difpatch of the 3d of Augult 1781, and 
he having defir^d to be heard before Your Committee, attended according to Order •, and Mr. Wilks’s 
Evidence being read to him, he was defired to inform the Committee what he had to offer to them*, to 
which he faid, He begged Leave to obferve, that upon this, and former Occafions, his Name has been 
fingly brought forward, as giving Direftions to Mr. Wilks ; but he declared, that in no Matter of any 
Confcquencc did he ever give any Order to Mr. Wilks, but what was fiift determined and agreed upon 
between Sir William James, his. Deputy, and himfcif That he has now heard the Evidence of Mrr 
Wilks i and upon that he now-ftates to the Committee, That upon the firft Confideration of this Subjeft, 
It was agreed and fettled between Sir Williani James and himfcif, that Mr. Wilks fhould be per- 
tnicted to mention to the Committee the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft j but that he was not to fay 
further imon the Sulyeft, as they felt themfelves in fuch a delicate Situation as to be under the Nc- 
ceflicy of exercifing that Caution i and, confequently, it is true, that Mr. Wilks was not warranted 
to fay, that the Difpatches were ever returned -.—That feeling the Difpleaforc of this Committee fall 
heavy on him in particular, he thought it full Time to place the Juffiffcation of Sir William James 
and him in the Hands of thofe with whom the Secret originated : That Sir William James holding 
the fame Opinion, they faw Lord North,’ the late Minifter •, they dated to him their Condu£k in 
withholding from the SeledI Committee every other Matter except the Difpatch of the 3d of Au- 
guft > that it met with his Approbation •, and they then defired, that as this Subjeft would pro- 
bably be agitated in the Houfe of Commons, that his Lordffiip would be pleafed to declare all or 
any Part, as he fliould fee proper } to which Lord North acquiefeed. 

Being then afked, Whether Lord North ever did dcfire him to give Mr. Wilks Diredlions to 
keep the Buffnefs of the Return of the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft a Secret from this, or any 
other Committee of the Houfe of Commons ? he faid. He did not; nor is it ufual orncccfTary for 
any fuch •Intimations, becaufe, where they are confulted, as they were in the prefent Inftance, it 
naturally followed, that this was amongft many other Secrets that they were juftiffed in conceal- 
ing.— Being afked, Whether Lord North did give him any Dirciftions of Secrecy whatfoever relative 
to the Return of the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft ? he faid, He never did, nor to any Matter 
whatfoever that paffed between the Secret Committee and the Cabinet Council.*~Being afked. 
Whether he did confult Lord North before the Time of Mr. Wilks’s firft Examination before this 
Committee, concerning that intended Examination ? he faid. He docs not recollcA that be did.-~ 
Being afked. Whether he did not know that Mr. Wilks’s Evidence concerning the Difpatch of the 
3d of Auguft, without any Mention of its being returned to the India Houfe, tended to imprefs 
the Minds of the Committee with ah Opinion, that the Afts of Parliament fent by that Difpatch, 
were then aiftually on their PafTage to India ? he faid, Yes, for the Time it certainly muft j but he 
knew that the Whole would in a little Time turn out to be a very innocent and a juftifiable 
Mcafure, which NccefTity prelfed them to take.— Being afked, What Danger could poffibly arife to 
the State, if he had informed this Committee that an Aft of Parliament fent on the 3d of Auguft 
to India had been returned to the India Houfe on the aift of November ? he faid, It was Matter of 
Opinion in the Committee of Secrecy, confifting of Sir William James and himfcif, that any Lights 
that might open to the Secret Dcftination of that Difpatch fhould be avoided, and therefore, in- 
forming this Committee of the Return of thofe Difpatclics appeared to them improper— Being 
afked, Why he did not inform the Committee, that at the Time of their Inquiry, the Aft of Par- 
liament was not fent to India by any Mode of Conveyance whatfoever ? he laid, That in every In- 
ftance, except that of the Secret Difpatch, he apprehends they have given a full Anfwer. — Being 
I aikeo. 
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aiked, Whether he imagines that arty Dangrtr could refult to the State from informing this Committee 
in January 1782, that Difpatches which' were intended to be fent on the 3d of Auguft were re- 
turned on'the 21ft of November, more particularly as the Names of the Vcffcls were not required? 
he faicl, I'hcy wercvHarfuI that communicating the Dii^atch fent, and afterwards returned, might 
poflibly leadi'to a DifCffvery of the Ships which wer6*intendcd for India, but did not proceed.—. 
Being aflcedj Wihether- he knew that thofe Ships wtfre to fail again to India ? he faid. He does not re- 
coiled, "that he d.d know that. — Being alked. Whether he confulted the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, 
concerning the Danger tof Mr. Wilks’s giving a dited Anfwer about fending Ads of Parliament to 
India, before he mrtruded him upon that Subjed ? he faid, Thej did not confult the Firft Lord of 
she Admkaltyj or any of ^e Cabinet Council, with refpcd to the Secrecy they were to preferve, 
but adtd upon ’their own Judgments.— Being alked. If the Matter upon which he defircd Lord 
North’s Opiniort, lubrequent- to his and Mr. Wilks’s Examination before this Committee, was, 
whether it was’ proper to -conceal from this Committee, that an Ad of Parliament which had been 
few* by a Sia'ConVcyanct, did not adually gOi, but was returned to the India Houfe ? he faid. His 
Memory.' dyes noi fcrve him to -fpeak pofitively, whether it did branch out into that particular Con- 
vi^rfatioil. ■ ’ 

Your Gomrrtittee muft obferve. That Mr. Sulivan, in his Evidence, docs not deny that Mr. Wilks 
was rdtritted from giving Evidence to the Committee ; but he avers, that that Reftridion was 
given as well by Sir William James as himfelf ; and he declared to your Committee, that in no 
Matter of any confequence dief he ever give any Order to Mr. Wilks, but what was firft detemined 
and ngreedMpon Isctwccn Sir William James, his Deputy, and himfelf. Jp 

<■ Your Committee firnl. That on the 4th of January 1782, the Committee of Secrecy (ftiu being 
Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James) advife the Governor General and Council, that Two Ships of 
the Line, which they were before informed would fail about Auguft, fomc Time after returned into 
Port, and that they received back the Ads of Parliament, &c. lent by that Conveyance : They add, 
“ It was no fmall Concern to us to find, by the Return of thefe Packets, that our Endeavours to 
“ communicate the above nccclTary Information to you fo foon as pollible, had bfctti fruftrated. If 
“ this unforefeen Accident had not happened, the Ad of Parliament which direds that the Patna 
“ Magillrates be difeharged out of Prifon, would probably have been in Bengal in alt Dtcember 
“ at fartheft t of couifc, the Native Magillrates, who had been imprifoned, would, before this Ti^iie 
“ have been liberated : Our Governor General and Council, and all Perfons ading under their Au- 
thority, would alfo have been relieved from their painfol Apprehenfions of fnconvenicncc, on 
Account of Rcfjftance made to the Execution of the Decrees of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 
“ We can only repeat our extreme Concern at the unfortunate Cifcumftance, which has thus 
“ prevented the early Receipt of the Ad of Parliament at Fort William, and defeated our Intentions 
“ of affording you the necelfary and moll fpeedy Information on the Points above mentioned, in the 
“ Manner and by the Conveyances of I’wo Ships of the Line, which had been ordered to fail for 
“ India at the Clofcof July.” 

Your Committee think, that there cannot be a ftronger Proof of the Expediency and even of the 
Neceffity offending, without Delay, not only the Ads of Parliament, but the Orders of the t>iredors 
for indemnifying the Patna Magillrates and others, than this very Letter of the 4th of January 1782 ; 
but Your Committee muft remind the Houfe, that this Letter was not wrote until after the Diredors 
had been called upon by Your Committee, to lay before them the Mcafures they had purfued towards 
carrying into Execution the Judicature Ad •, and from the Date of this Letter it will appear, that 
more than Five Months elapfed before the Diredors thought of fending Orders to Bengal for the In- 
demnification of the Patna Magillrates. 

But it mult be remarked. That the former Evidence given by Mr. Sulivan to Your Committee, 
militates diredly agaihft the Concern he exprdfes fo ftrongly in the Letter of the 4th of January 
— He there Hates, “ That only One finglc Conveyance to India had offered, fince his pledg- 
« ing himlelf, with the Affent of the Diredors, to indemnify and reftore the Patna Magillrates. 
“ That this Conveyance was intended purpofely for Secret Difpatches, but afterwards difpatched 
“ by the Court of Diredors with Orders relative to the Company’s Inveftmcnt from Bengal-, — That 
the Diredors ftrtC'^hc Ad of Parliament by this Veffel (the Tryal) with pofuive Diredions to 
“ carry it into ExeCtfdofi That as this was no regular Difpatch, it did not at that Hour occur to 
“ carry into ExeciStibn the Remainder of the Orders relative to thofe People. And upon being 
« queftioned By Your Committee, Whether the Committee of Secrecy had fent any Advices over 
“ Land fince the Agreement for Indemnification was made ! he faid. There had been One Difpatch. 
“ And being alked. Why was not the Ad of Parliament, and the Company’s Orders for indemnify- 
“ ing, fent by that Difpatch ? he faid, The Court of Diredors fent no Letter by that Difpatch, and 
“ it went without their Knowledge, ie did not think, as One, that it was incumbent to fend it hy any 
“ Conveyance hut that ef Sea." 

It appears to Your Committee, That the Difpatches which were fent over Land by MelTrs. 
Dunkin and Smart, are dated the 8th of December, and their Receipt is figned the i rth. 

The Date of this Difpatch is Seventeen Days after the Secretary of the Admiralty had returned 
the Packets to the India Houfe j which Your Committee was made to believe were difpatched for 
India on the 3d of Auguft, and but Two Days after Your Committee had direded the India Com- 
pany to lay before them the Orders they had fent the Governor General and Council of Bengal for 
the Relief and Indemnification of the Patna Magillrates -, fo that Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James 

r knew 
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list. »lKn Mtffrs. Dunkiil .nd Smw left Enghnd, ,k.t neithet the Aa of Parliiittetifi oof Mr 
Orders from the Dircftors for the Kehcf from Prifon, or the Indemnification, of the Patna Ma- 
giftraces, were aftoally on their Paffage to India, for the Tryal Sloop which failed in all Oftoberi 
had returned to Ireland dilmafted } and yet Mh. Solivan (notwithftanding his Exprcflions of Con- 
cern in his Utter of the 4th of January 178a) did not fend this Adi, or any Ordcra, by Mel&s. 
Dunkin and Smart j and the Reafon he afligns for it is, that, as One of the Dircdlots, he did not 
tJlink it imeumbent on him to lend it by any Conveyance but that of Sea* 


Mr. Wilks, feme few Days after his Examination, having dated to the Chairrnaii of the Com* 
jTjittce, that be had fprgot to mention a Circumttancc that might be thought important in this En- 
quiry, and attending Your Committee according to Order, he informed them, that after his Firft 
Examination before theni, having Reafon to think the Committee were not fatisfied with the Evi- 
dence he had given,, he had drawn up a Paper, which he delivered to the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman, and which was, to the beft of his Recolleftion, nearly in Subftance the fame as that 
which he then delivered in to the Committee. 

Mr, Wilks then delivered in the Paper mentioned by him*, which is as follows: 

“ That the Committee’s Packet of the 3d of Auguft, containing Copies of the Afk of Parlia- 
“ nient relative to the Bengal Judicature, fent to the Secretary of the Admiralty, to be forwarded to 
“ the, Governor General ot Bengal, by a fccrct Difpatch of Two of His Majefty’s Ships, then on the 
« of Departure for the Eaft Indies, being received back from the Admiralty in conic- 

quemcc of the King*s Ships having b^cn prevented from purfuing their intended Voyage to 
India;*’ 

^cre, 

Is it proper to comfhunicatc the above Circumftanccs to a Committee of Parliament ?” 


Mr. Wilks being then afkcd, What Anfwer he received to his Qiiefc ? he faid. The Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman informed him, that it was not proper to communicate this Intelligence without 
confulting the King’s Minifters ; and his Orders were, not to acquaint the Committee of the Difpatch 
being received back from the Admiralty, — Being allied. Whether he had thofc Orders in Writing? he 
faid, No. — Being afleed, Whether it was not his Cuftom to enter on the Minutes of the Committee of 
Secrecy, all Papers whatfoever that had any Reference to the Subjeft of Deliberation ? he faid, Yes. 
— Being afleed, Whether this Paper and the Qucrc were fo entered ? he faid, No. — Being afleed, 
Why it was not ^ntcr^d i he faid, It did not occur tp him as a Paper neceflary to be entered.— 
Being afleed, When he was ordered not to give Evidence to a Committee of the Houfe, on certain 
Points, the Objed of their Inquiry, but to give a partial Evidence, which he knew would miflead 
the Committee, whether he did not think it neceflary to have fomc Record to prove at lead chat he 
had received fuch Orders from the Chairman and Deputy ? he faid, It did not occur to him that it 
was neceflary ; he fuppofed they would avow the Orders they had given him. 


Your Committee not being yet fatisfied with the Evidence of Mr. Wilks, diredlcd Mr. Johnfon, 
Secretary to the Committee of Secrecy at the Ealt India Houfe, to produce the rough Minutes of 
their Proceedings of the ift and 3d Auguft, and all other Papers that had Relation to the Tranfmn- 
fjon of the Adis of Parliament by the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft. 

Mr. Johnfon accordingly produced the following Papers j 

** Original Lift of Packet, dated the ift Auguft. 

“ Duplicate Lift of Packet, dated the 3d Auguft* 1 j . j .1.. 

Foul Draft of the Letter from the Committee of Secrecy to the Governor General, dated tr.c 

‘‘ ift Auguft 1781. o r i-L • » 

“ Original Letter of the ift Auguft 1781, figned by Laurence Sulivan, Chairman. 

Upon a careful and accurate Examination of thefe Records, Your Committee entertained Sufpi- 
cions, from the Manner of blotting out and effacing, fo unulual and io unnece ary, w cn no i g 
more than a mere Alteration of Words was to take place. They thought they could he 

Meaning of a whole Sentence to have been perverted, lo as to convey a 
by the Alteration of Two or Three Words j and when they rccolleaed the 

which Mr. Wilks delivered his former Evidence, and that whenever he was ^ ^ 

Point of real Information as fo the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft, that he a * ordered Mr 

der the official Oath of preferving the"^ Company’s Secrets -, Your 

Wilks to appear before them j and, in order to afford the Houle the be 

their Judgment, Your Committee have entered his Examination verbatim, as 0 0 

Do you know of any Alteration of any ^ 

Tranfmiffion of the Judicature A& of Parliament which pafled 
The Letter, I believe, was altered, and the Addition was made to the 

„°'ordcn gi,.» for i. > there war .» Error io .he Paragraph reladre t*.h. AA. of 

Parliament. Mr. 

Sat. Com. Rep. VII. ^ 
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Mr. Wilks being then Ihewn the foul Copy of the Letter of the ift of Auguft lyfli, and the Al. 
tcration in the Fourth Page of the Firft Sheet, he acknowledges, that under the words Aff paffed^ the 
Word Appendixes flood originally ; and that the Word Information was wrote inftead of the Word At- 
tommodaiiony as it flood originally •, and he faid, that the Alterations were made by him, and arc in his 
Hand Writing •, and that the blotted Part below, he believes, contained the very fame Words that 
Hand inferred above. 

If that Obliteration contained the very Words as they now ftand inferted. Why were they'fo ef- 
fectually blotted out, as to be totally illegible ? 

1 recoiled no Reafon for it j I believe them to be the fame Words as thofe inferted. 

The next Paragraph being then read to Mr. Wilks, he was alked, Who made all the Blots in 
that Draft ? , 

He faid, I did. 

What was contained in the Blot that appears before the Words an AH of Parliament, which now 
begins that Paragraph ? 

I do not know. 

Who made that Blot? 

I believe I did. 

Why did you make it ? 

I do not recoiled why. 

Why was the Pen drawn through the Words an AH, and the fame Words inferted a ba te, in 
your own Hand Writing ? ^ 

I recoiled no Reafon ; the Blot after the Word having in the fame Paragraph, covered the 
Word alfo, and the Blot over which the Word alfo flands, covers the Word being. 

What was contained in the blotted Line, being the Line above the laih in the Page ? 

I cannot tell. 

What was contained in the Blot in the laft Line after the Wordye« ? 

I apprehend it to have been a Figure of 5. 

What was contained in the Blot next after that Figure ? 

I cannot tell. 

What does it fland now j is it Copy or Copies ? 

I really cannot tell. 

Did not you make it ? 

Then the laft Paragraph of that Letter being Ihewn to Mr. Wilks, he was alked, What Word 
was contained in the Blot in that Paragraph after the Word this ? 

The Word InUlUgtnce, 

What was the Word that was erazed above that Blot ? 

The Word Information. 

Why was Intelligence firft blotted out to introduce Information, and Information afterwards crafed 

to introduce Intelligence again ? , • « 

1 fuppofe I thought Information a better Word, but upon obferving the Word Information juft 
above, that I re- inferted the Word Intelligence. 

Why was the Word Intelligence carefully and effectually blotted out, and the Word Information 
only with the Pen run through it? 

I cannot tell. , 

Mr. Wilks being then fhewn the Paragraph in the Third Page, was alked, What was under the 
Blot at the Beginning of the Third Paragraph ? 

They feem to me to be the fame Words as are inferted above, you muft take fpecial Care that. 

What was under the Blot in the Firft Side, at the Beginning of the laft Line but One ? 

The fame as inferted above, muft. I alfo apprehend the Words that were contained in the Obli- 
teration in the Second Page, co-operate effeHually, to have been the fame Words as arc inferred above. 
What Reafon had you for blotting out all thofe Words ? 

As they were all the fame, I cannot tell. , , , , r. 1 

Mr. Wilks being then fliewn the Lift of the Packet, was afleed. Who wrote the Lift of Packet 
dated 3d Augull 1781? 

My Son William Moreton Wilks, except the Paragraph N* 7. at the Top of the ad Page, and 
the Alterations, which were written by myfelf. 

Who fcratched out the Figure 7, at the Bottom of the Firft Page of that Lift of Packet ? 

I believe 1 did. 

Why did you do it ? 

I apprehend it was to introduce N* 7. on the other Side of the Sheet. 

Is it ufual in making Lifts of Packets to be fent to India, to interline the Lift, or is it ufual to add 
it at the Bottom, where there is any new Matter to be added to it ? 

This was a Lift of Packet intended to be fent to India, but was rendered unfit by the Altera- 
tions made in it. n t j 

What was under the Erafure of the Words of Parliament, in the Firft Line of the zd Side ? 

The Words on the, which were afterwards introduced at the Beginning of the Second Line. 

Why 
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As ifc^siptive of Vn'Ite ‘’'S * 

Thon why was .te Defer, p,.„„ SSriV^ ' 

I do not rccolieft. 

It ft 2 ■" ‘'i® Original? 

Was all the reft written afterwards? 

Adto.”''’' "'>' f" Amhendclon, «hicl. was wrinea prarioo, to tU. 

“I'hSta i"hf k", Srof'lhaVy/f'’*'''" ■" ™ Wl.« was onto 

I cannot tell. 

It flood Copies of an Atl of Parliatttent, ° 

"^'Ipatuamntr^" Alteration, from Copies of an Aa of Parliament to Copies of two Ails of 

maKe AUer?ti?n^rctfrq^^^^^^^^ ^ A6tt I 

Al^hat Peri^ of Time did you make that Alteration ? 

beJj dooVr^peyistheTatn^^M! S'"*''' Committee's Order to enquire into what had 

w?rc a f the Al th« Time of Mr. Sulivan’s Examination. 

To the beft of my Knowlcd^ diey^lcy^ ^ 

Difpatch by the Men of War being of a fecrct Nature, and you bein<^ Secretary 
to tlie Committee of Secrecy, was it not your Cuftom to fign the Lilt of Packet ? ° 

JC WftS# 

Muft you not have known if any Thing was fenc in that Packet ? 

I made the Packet up myfdf. 

Judicature Ac^s of Parliament were fent in 
to th^in^dla opened the Packet which was returned from the Admiralty 

opened the Packet which was returned, I was not certain of it. 

^Truft Records of the India Company committed to your 

1 found that I had been guilty of a very great Error in not flating in the Letter the Parricu- 
. Judicature Adt ; and as the Ads were really fent by that Conveyance, I made 
tnc Aiccraiions in the Letters and Packets which rendered them what they ought to have been 
ri! p b ^ Sulivan, and told him the Judicature Ads had been fent •, he knew 

nc 1 ackets were come back i he di reded me to bring the Letter, which I did, before there was 
any Alteration made in it ; he faid he obferved there was no Mention made of the Judicature 
t in the Ectter. This is the Subftance of what paffed between us, — 1 made the Alterations 
without any Inftrudions from any Perfon :-*-My Inducement to make the Alterations was to have 
It known, that the Bengal Judicature Ads were fent j and therefore I took that moll unwarrantable 
otep to cover fuch Dcfign. 

Where you had received no Orders to tranfmic thofe Ads of Parliament, and confequcntly no 
Blame could be imputed to you, why Ihould you think it neceffary to take fuch (as you call 
11 ^ Meafgre, that of altering the Company's Records ? 

I really did conceive, that my Negligence in wording the Draft of the Letter had involved the 
Chairman in much Dillrcfs. 

Did you omit any Part of what you had Orders to infert in that Letter ? 

Certainly not. 

‘How long had the returned Packet from Mr. Stephens been in your PofTc/Tion before you 
opened it ? 

From the 21ft of November till after the Receipt of the Order of this Committee to enquire into 
what had been done refpeding the Patna Magillrates. 

Why did it occur to you to open the Packet that you had had in yourPofTefTion near Three Weeks, 
ju(l at the prccifc Time that an Order fiom this Committee, to enquire into the Relief given to 
the Patna Magiftrates was fent to the India Houfe, when, by a Reference to the Minutes of 
your Committee of Secrecy, you could always know the true Contents of that Packet ? 

I opened it at that Time, bccaufe 1 had an Idea that the Judicature A6ts were in it, though not 
nacntioned in the Letter to the Governor General. 

^ Mr. Wilks being then (hewn the original Letter, figned “Laurence Siilivan, Chairman,” direfted 
to Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, dated London, ift Auguft 1781 i 
he was afked, Was this original Letter ever fent to India f 
It IS the very Paper that went in the Packet of the ift of Augull. 

Did you alter that Record after its being returned to the India Houfe ? 

1 did j— and he then pointed out to the Committee the Alterations made by him in that 
^f^gJnal Letter. 

Why 


N. B. Thii 

Order was 
dated the 6th 
Dec 1781. 


Vide Origi* 
nal Letter, 
Appendix, 
2. 
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Why did you not make thcfc Alterations previous to your Converlatioo ^ith Mr. Sulivan ? 

It Was upon Mr. Sulivan’s Obfcrvaiion, that there was not a Word about the Judicature Aft itt 
the Letter, that caufed me to fee the Impropriety of having fent fuch a Letter, when the Afts had 
really been fent, and ftruck me with the unhappy Idea of making thofc Alterations. 

Why did you (hew to Mr. Sulivan a Letter which, as you have ftated, tended to bring Blame 
upon yourfelf ? 

When I went to Mr. Sulivan, and told him the Afts were fent, he ordered me to bring the 


Letter. 

Why did you not fliew the Papers, after the Alterations were made, 
1 did not do it. 


to Mr. Sulivan ? 


Your Committee, for the further Satisfaftion of the Itoufe, have, in the Appendix N* a, in- 
ferted the rough Draft of th? Letter from Mr. Sulivan to Warren Haftings, Efquire, the Governor 
General of Bengal, with the Obliterations and Alterations mentioned in Mr. Wilks’s Evidence •, alfo 
the original Letter, figned by Mr. Sulivan, with the Erafures and Altcrationis, alfo mentioned in Mr. 
Wilks’s Evidence } and alfo the Two Draft Lifts of Packet of the ift and jd of Auguft, with the 
Erafures, Obliterations, and Alterations, alfo mentioned in Mr. Wilks’s Evidence. 

Tour Committee mufi remark^ That in the Secret Committee's Minute Book, the JUJi of Packet of the 
3(i Auguji 1781, is entered, and it agrees exactly with the rough Draft of the fame Lift, as altered by 
Mr. fP'ilks, and which Mr. Wilks declared, was not altered until the Month of December 1781. : 

The fair Copy of the Letter of the 3d Auguft 1781, correfponds with the Alteration of that 
Record made by Mr. Wilks in December 1781, fo that it is evident that the Minute Book of the 
Committee of Secrecy, or Part of it, muft have been wrote over again, in order to make it cor- 
refpond with the Alterations of the Records ; and to prevent any Appearances of Erafure or Alte- 
ration. 

Your Committee muft obferve in this laft Evidence of Mr. Wilks, he has acknowledged the Al- 
teration of Records, but allcdges, in Mitigation of his Offence, that he made thofc Alterations 
that the Records might correfpond with the State of the Faft, namely, that of the aftual Tranf. 
miflion of the Statutes in queftion by the Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft. Your Committee thought 
it expedient to enquire how far the State of the Faft corrcfpondcd with thofc Alterations in the Re- 
cords ', and accordingly examined Mr, Owen, whofe Evidence is as follows : 

Mr. Richard Owen attending, according to Order, was alked,In what Employment he is? hefaid. 
He is a Clerk in the Eaft India Company’s Secretary’s Office.— Being alked. Whether he brought any 
Packet from the Admiralty to the India Houfe, on or about the 21ft of November 1781 ? he faid. 
He brought a Packet from the Admiralty he thinks about that Time, — Being alked. Whether he 
was at any Time called upon by Mr. Wilks, to fee a Packet opened by him ? he faid, He was.— 
Being alked. About what Time ? he faid. About the latter End of the Year 1781, or the Beginning 
of the Year 1782.— Being then afked to relate the Converfation Mr. Wilks had with him upon that 
Occafion, he faid, Mr. Wilks came into the Secretary’s Office where he was employed, and defired 
him to go with him i he went with him into his own Office •, there he faw a Deal Box nailed down. 
Mr. Wilks opened the Box, and took out fevcral Agreement and Judicature Afts of Parliament; 
Mr. Wilks dcfircd him to take Notice that thofe Afts were in the Box, obferving to him that he 
might be called upon to prove the Afts being there. — Being alked. Whether the Packet he faw 
opened by Mr, Wilks, was the fame he brought from the Admiralty ? he faid. He docs not believe 
it was.— Being alked. Whether the Packet he faw opened by Mr. Wilks, had the fame Appearance 
as a Packet made up in the Secretary’s Office ufually has, when delivered from that Office ? he 
faid, Certainly not ; bccaufe it is ufual when Box Packets are made up from the Secretary’s Office to 
be fent to the Eaft Indies, to cover the fame with Canvas, to feal them with the Company’s Seal, and 
to nail a Direftion upon the Box.— Being alked. Whether he was ever called upon before or fince to 
be prefent at the Opening of any Packet? he faid. He believes not. — Being alked. In what Part of 
the Box thofe Afts of Parliament appeared upon the Opening of it? he faid. He believes at or 
near the Top of the Box.— Being alked, Whether the Nature of his Employ at the India 
Houfe, leads him to any Intcrcourfc in Bufinefs with Mr. Wilks ? he faid. He has frequently 
been ordered by the Secretary at the India Houfe, to follow any Inftrudlions he might receive from 
Mr. Wilks. — Being then alked, When Mr. Wilks defired him to take particuhr Notice, that thofe 
Afts of Parliament were then taken out of that Box, affigning as a Rcalbn, that he might be called 
upon to give Evidence upon this Point, what was his Opinion of the Tranfaftion ? he faid. It was his 
Opinion, that it was a Packet intended to have been fent to India, but had been returned to the India 
Houfe.— Being alked. Whether the Box opened by Mr. Wilks appeared to be of the fame Size u 
that which he brought from tlic Admiralty ? he faid, It did not ; the Packet he brought from the 
Admiralty was larger than that opened by Mr. Wilks. — Being alked. Whether he made any Me®®- 
random upon the Subjeft of Mr. Wilks’s Caution to him ? he faid, he did ; He has made diligent 
Search for it, but cannot find it; he remembers having noticed fomc Letters wrote upon the Box 
W R T.— Being alked. Whether he has had any Converfation with Mr. Wilks on this Subjeft fmee 
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AdmM-»lty, and the onc hc faw opertd in his Office, and afkcd hin, if he remembered fecine r Box 
opened that he brought from the Admiralty ? lie told him he did not fee that Box opened nor did he 

know what u contained : He obferved to Mr Wilks that hi- u nor aia ne 

! • f 1a vy iiKs, tiiat ilC rcmcmbcTcd Icnng him open a Box in 

M?\\®ilk? rf »nd Judicature Ads of Parliament i and he further 

MVVMI, f -4" u I * Mcniorandum on the Subjeft, but he coukl not fine! 

It. Mr. Wilks faid, he thought that he the Witnefs had noticed in Writing the Time of the Box 
being opwed. whdft ^was in his Office. He told Mr. Wilks he did not recoiled having made the 

a!^iu k recoiled that he had made a Memorandum : He mentioned 

to Mr. Wilks that kc thought the Box was marked W R T, and afked him if it was marked lo i to 
which, he thinks, he replied u was, 

^ing a^ed whetiwr he has had any Converfation relative to this Matter with any other Perfon ? he 
laid, IrevKHis to his attending the Committee Yefterday, Mr. Sulivan being at the India Houfe, 
lent fur him to come to him into a private Room. Mr. Sulivan mentioned, that he underftood from 
Mr. Wilks, that he had tome Knowledge of the Packet which was returned from the Admiralty, and 
alto df the racket which was opened by Mr. Wilks, and which contained the Afts of Parliament : 
He then, informed Mr, Sulivan generally what he has Rated to the Committee refpeding the Two 
Boxes, Mr, Sulivkn diked him. If he knew whether the Packet which he brought from the Admi- 
ralty was the to^e that he faw opened in Mr. Wilks*i Office ? he told him, He did not believe it 
was, Mr, Sulivan faid, That he underRood from Mr. Wilks, that when the Packet was opened 
there was a Memorandum made, and that Mr. Wilks and he, the Witnefs, had both figned their 
Names to it. He told him. No i he had made a Memorandum of the CircumRance, but that he 
could not find the Paper—Beibg afleed. Whether thofe AAs of Parliament that he law taken out 
of the Box were bound hi marbled Paper f he faid, They were not. — Being alkcd. Whether he was 
rcRrained by Mr. Wilks, in any Manner or Degree, from communicating the CircumRance of 
opening this Box ? he faid, He does not recolleiR that-hc was. 

The Records of the Committee of Secrecy prove, that Mr. Wilks was in Poficffion of the Packet 
from the Admiralty on the ziR of November, and his own Evidence endeavours to prove, that this 
Packet to returned was not opened until he called upon Mr. Owen to be prefent: Mr. Wilks does not 
Rate the precife Day t but fays, it muR be after the Order was fent from this Committee to the Court 
of Dircitors, to enquire what had been done refpeAing the Patna MagiRrates ; that was the 6th De- 
cember 1781, and Mr. Owen’s Evidence confirms it as to the Point of Time. 

It appears by a Letter from Captain Caldwell, Commander of His MajeRy’s Ship Agamemnon,' 
dated Spithead, loth November 1781, (Appendix N". 3,) that upon Receipt of the Orders of Mr. 
Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty, he returned the Company’s Packets in a Box, which was made 
by his Orders expreftly for that Purpofc } this Box was fent to Mr. Stephens and it appears by the 
Proceedings of the Committee of Secrecy, that Mr. Stephens fent this Box to tlic India Houfc by 
Mr. Owen, defiring that the Packets belonging to the Admiralty might be returned. Tlic Receipt of 
this Itex is acknowledged by Mr. Wilks on the aiR November, and in tie fame Letter be mentions to 
Mr. Stephens^ the Return of Three Paper Packets to his AddrefSy which were that Day received, with Two 
returned Packets, marked W. R. T. fent to him by Order of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the E^ft India Company on rhe iR and 3d AuguR; confcquently Mr. Wilks inuR have opened the 
Box brought by Mr. Owen from the Admiralty on the ziR November, 

It alto appears from Mr, Owen's pofitive Evidence, that the Box which be faw opened, was not the 
Box he brought from the Admiralty, nor docs it appear to be one of the Packets fent by Mr. Wilks, 
on the 3d AuguR, becauto it had not any of the Properties of a Packet, fuch as is ufually made up for 
Difpatches to India in the Secretary’s Office, not covered with Canvas, nor fealed, but a plain Deal 
Box. And in Mr. Stephens’s Letter to Captain Caldwell, of the 4th AuguR, (Appendix N°. 4,) the 
Packet which he fends from the Secret Committee of the EaR India Company, is deferibed to be a 
large fealed Packet, marked W. J R. t T. , 

Your Committee cannot avoid remarKing, that Mr. Wilks, by his own Evidence, hasgtven niuch 
Ground for So^cion. He has Rated, That the Packet had been more than a Fortnight in his Poflef- 
fion t that he did not know what was in the Packet until he had opened it, although he himfelf had 
made and iigned the LiR of Packet, yet he fends for Mr. Owen, to be prefent at the Opening of tlm 
Box, in order that he might be a Witnefs to Papers which were found in it when to opened, and which 
Papers were not fpecified in the LiR of Packet. 

Your Committee muR now Rate to the Houfc, not only the Prevarication but the pofitive Con- 
tradidfion in the Evidence of Mr. Wilks. 

« He had given Evidence to Your Committee, That he had received Orders from Mr. Sulivan, 
“ the Chairman of the India Company, to tranfmit the Judicature Afts by the Difpatch of the 3U 
“ Aujuft. 

“ Ihat the Aifts were mentioned in the Advices fent by that Difpatch. 

Sel. Com. Rfip. VII. t) - 
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“ That he rccollefts the Clofe of One Paragraph in the Letter of the 3d Auguft, enjoining ftrift 
“ Obedience thereto. 

“ I'hat he docs not pofitively recolleft whether Orders were given in a Committee (of Secrecy) 

“ to tranfmit the Afts of Parliament lately palled, or whether by the Chairman alone i but he would 
“ not have tranlinitted thofc Afts on his own Authority, much Icfs would he have inferted a Para- 
“ graph in a Letter figned by the Chairman and Deputy Chairfnan, which mentioned thole Afts of 
“ Parliament. 

“ That he is authorized by the Committee of Secrecy to inform this Committee of that Part of 
“ the Difpatch which mentioned the Afts of Parliament. 

“ That the Chairman of the Eaft India Company certainly knew of the Tranfmiflion of the Judi- 
“ cature Aft by the Difpatch of the 3d Auguft.” • 

Mr. Wilks has now acknowledged to Your Committee, That he has altered the Company’s Re- 
cords } and, not only from his own Confeflion, but from the Alterations on the Records, it evidently 
appears, that no Mention whatfoever had been made in the Letter of the 3d AuguR 1781, of the 
Tranfmiflion of the Judicature Aft, fo that the Evidence he had before given to this Committee 
relative to the Orders for the Tranfmiflion of this Aft, appears to be a complete and abfolutc 
P'alfehood. 

Your Committee muft remark. That Mr. Sulivan, in Exculpation of himfclf. Rates in his 
Evidence, 

“ That fince the pafling of the Aft, and his pledging himfclf thofc Orders Ibould go, there has not 
“ been a Angle Conveyance to India, except a fmall Vcflcl (the Tryal Sloop ) intended purpofely for 
“ fecrct Difpatchcs. 

“ That no Vclfel has been fent from this Country to India fince the pafling of the Aft of Judicature 
“ (to December 1781.) 

“ That as the Difpatch of the a9th AuguR was no regular Difpatch, it did not at that Hour occur 
“ to carry into Execution the Remainder of the Orders relative to thofc People (the Patna Ma- 
“ giRrates.)” 

But it muR be remarked, that the Difpatchcs of the 3d AuguR, fent by the Agamemnon and 
Prothee, did aftually fail for India, and had on board Packets from the Company. 

Mr. Wilks appears to be fo fenfible of this, that he has altered the Company’s Records, to prove, 
that there were Orders fent to India by this Conveyance. Mr. Sulivan, in his Evidence, taices no 
Notice of this Conveyance to India, although by thofe Men of War he had fent a Packet of fuch 
Importance, tliat, by InRruftions from the Secretary of the Admiralty to the Captain of the Aga- 
memnon, it was ordered to be thrown overboard in cafe of Neceflity, to prevent its falling into the 
Hands of the Enemy. 

Your Committee, therefore, think that Mr. Sulivan’s Evidence was not founded on Faft, and had 
a natural Tendency to make your Committee believe, that no other VeflTel (but the Tryal Sloop) had 
been difpatched to India fin e the pafling of the Aft of Parliament. 

Your Committee thought proper to call upon Mr. Thomas Moreton, FirR Clerk of the Secretary’s 
Office, to enquire of him, whether the Difpatch of the 29th AuguR 1781, was a regular Difpatch 
to India ; who being afleed, If he remembers the Difpatch to India of the 29th of AuguR 1781 ? he 
faid. Yes. — Being alkcd. Whether it was a Difpatch on a particular Point only, or a regular Dif- 
patch to all the Settlements of India ? he faid, It was a regular Difpatch $ there was a General Let- 
ter to Bengal, wrote on various Subjefts *, there were General Letters to Madras and Bombay alfo. 

Voiir Committee muR remark, that Mr. Sulivan has attempted to apologize for a great Omiffion 
of his Duty, by a Declaration, that the Difpatch of the 29th AuguR 1781, was not a regular Dif- 
patch I and that Mr. Moreton lias proved it to be not only a regular, but a general Difpatch, for it 
contained a General Letter from the Court of Direftors to Bengal on various Subjefts, as alfo General 
Letters to Bombay and Madras. 

Your Committee muR Rate to the Houfe, that after Mr. Sulivan’s FirR Examination before them, 
they thought it neceflary to direft, that the proper Officer at the EaR India Houfe do lay before this 
Committee, a Copy of the Order fent to the EaR Indies by the Difpatch of the iR AuguR 1781, rc-, 
lative to the Tranfmiflion of the Judicature Aft, paOed in the laR Sefllon of Parliament. 

This Order was complied with on the 26th of December 1781, 

In Mr. Wilks’s Evidence, it appears that the Alterations he made in the Company’s Records was 
betwixt the 7th and 2 ad December 1781. Mfk 

From the Evidence of Mr. Robert William Fitzhugh, one of the Clerks from the India HotlW, wh® • 
attends this Committee, as alfo of Mr. Johnfon, Secretary to the Committee of Secrecy, it appears,,that 
it is the conRant Ufage at the India Houfe, when Orders are fent from a Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons for any Papers, or Copies of Papers, that the proper Officer waits upon the Chairman or 
Deputy Chairman of the India Company, to receive InRruftions 1 and that the Orders fo received 

from 
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from i Committee of this Houfe, art read and minuted by the Court of Dircflors at their nckt 
Meeting. 

The Letter to Bengal of the jd Auguft, was in the Department of the Committee of Secrecy , 
Mr. Wilks moft therefore have received the Orders of the Chairman, Mr. Sulivan, or his Deputy, 
before he could fend the Extraft to this Committee, relative to the Tranlmiffion of the Judicature 
Aft. 

Upon this Point Your Committee muft remark, that in Mr. Wilks’s Evidence it is dated, that he 
/hewed the Letter of the 3d Auguft, after it was returned from the Admiralty, and before any Altera, 
tions were made in it, to Mr. Sulivan ; who obferved to him, that there was no Mention made of the 
Judicature Aft in the Letter} fo that it is evident the Chairman, Mr. Sulivan, or his Deputy, Sir 
William James, or both, moft have given PcrmiflTion to the fiftitious l^aragraph of the l.ctter of 
the 3d Auguft being prefented to Your Committee as the real Paragraph of the Letter of the Com* 
mittce of Secrecy of that Date, and that notwithftanding Mr. Sulivan had figncd the original Letter 

3d Auguft. 


It becomes neceffary for Your Committee to inform the Houfe, that whilft tliey had under their 
Deliberation fuch Relblutions as were Htting and proper for them to offer to ilie Confideration of 
the Houfe, on the Matter contained in their Firft Report, they thought it neceffary to examine Sir 
William James, a Member of their Committee ; and he in his Evidence declaring, he certainly 
never gave any Orders or Opinions to Mr. Wilks, not to give Information to this Committee that 
he was prefent at a Converfation between the Chairman and Mr. Wilks, when the Matter of the 
Difpatch of the 3d of Auguft was talked over; and without meaning the Icaft pofliblc Difrclpcft 
to this Committee, or to dilute its Authority, and not knowing what had palfcd in the Committee 
with refpeft to Mr. Wilks’s Anfwcrs, he acquie/ced in an Idea, that it was improper to mention the 
Circumfianees of that Difpatch, as it bad been confidentially committed to them by the Cabinet as a Secret 
of State \ add he did not think the Committee, under fuch Circumftanccs, would infift on its being 
revealed.— This Evidence is inferted at large in the Appendix, N“ 5. but could not be inferted in 
the former Report of the Committee on this Subjeft, not having been given until fome Time after 
that Report was delivered to the Houfe. 


Mr. Sulivan points out to the Committee, that upon this, and former Occafions, his Name has 
been jingly brought fortrfard, as giving Direftions to Mr. Wilks-, but he declared, that in no Matter 
of any Confequcnce did he ever give any Orders to Mr. Wilks, but what was firft determined and 
agreed upon between Sir William James (who was then his Deputy) and himfclf. 

Mr. Wilks has given Evidence, that after his Firft Examination before Your Committee, 
thinking it neceffary to have clear Inftruftions for his Conduft, he delivered in a Paper to Sir 
William James, andfubmitted to him s Quere, “Whether it was proper for him to communicate 
the Circumftanccs mentioned in that Paper, to a Committee of Parliament.” . . , 

It does not appear to your Committee, that there was any Difference of Opinion betwixt Mr. 
Sulivan and Sir William James, concerning the Inftruftions they fhould give to Mr. Wilks, on the 
Subjeft of the Difpatch of the 3d Auguft. 


Sir William James, a Member of Your Committee, being prefent tliat P.irt of Mr. Sulivan’s 
Evidence which refpcAcd him, was readj he was then allcecl. Why, ^ Member of this 
mittcc, and knowing that the Evidence given by Mr. Wilks ot the 3d of Angult 
clous, and intended to convince the Committee, that the A£t of Judicature for the Relief ot the Patiu 
Magiftrates was fent on that Day, when, as Deputy Chairman ot the Eaft India Company, he knew 
they were returned to the India Houfe on the 21ft of November, he did not think it n^eflary to 
give the Committee that Information ? hefaid.In his former Evidence he has Itatcd exaftly what he 
wnfidered, tefpefting the Circumftanccs of that Difpatch, as prudent to be kept lecret -, he did not 
then cxaftly recolleft what Mr. Wilks’s Evidence was, not having teen able to attend this Conimit- 
tce fo often as he could wifh.-Bcingafked, If he imagines that any Danger could rduU to the State 
from informing this Committee in January 1782, that Di^atches, which were intended to ^ lent to 
India on the 3d of Auguft, were returned on the 2 ift of November, more particularly « ‘he 
of the Veffels were Jt required ? he faid, He could conceive no other Danger to the State than that 

it would have let the Enemy know the Method by which they had inten thaT'the 

India.— Being afkcd, Whether he, as a Member of this Committee, did think it proper that the 

Committee Ihould remain mifted ‘^fpefting the foTc minding the Com 




Examination of Sir William Jama. .a. taken pte.ioot to tl,= Difeover, AU'raty 
the Company’s Records: It appears by his Evidence, ihac the ircum an Cabinet ^Secret* but 

3d Auguft were withheld from Your Committee under an Idea t iac n Your Com- 

from Mr. Wilks’s laft Examination, and from a Companion of all thole Circumaanccs, You 

10 


vide ift 

Report. 
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mittce are fVrongly induced to believe, that the Matters were withheld for the Purpofe of covering « 
Ncglcd of Duty. 

Your Committee mull remark, that this Tranfa&ion, which, for Reafons of State, was to be kept a 
profound Secret from Your Committee, was communicated in Fare by Mr. Wilks to Mr. Owen, a 
Clerk in the India Houfe, but not in his Office : So thofe Circomftanccs which Your Committee were 
not permitted to know, namely, the Return of the Packet of the 3d Augult, was known to Mr. 
Owen, who Was fixed upon to be prefent when it was Opened, becaufc bt might be hereafter called 
upon to authenticate fomc Matter relative to it. 


Your Committee, when they moved thofe Refolutions which were afterwards agreed to by the 
Houfe, did not include Sir William James's Name in thofe Refolutions j for, although they did not 
confider him as totally free from Blame, yet they did not confidcr him in any Degree lb culpable as 
Mr. Sulivan. 

But Your Committee mull now Hate to the Houfe, that, bcfides his Rcftri(£lion upon Mr. Wilks 
not to give Evidence to this Committee on certain Points, Your Committee find that Sir William 

i ames, one of their own Members, permitted, without any Explanation on his Part, the Evidence of 
Ir. Wilks to mifiead Your Committee, and in confcqucnce to make this noufe believe, from their 
Report, that to be a Matter of Fafl, which has appeared to be the diredl ReVerfe ; namely, that 
the Judicature A6l was not on its Paflage to India by the Agamemnon and Pitothre, although Hated 
by Mr. Wilks to have been fo difpatched on the 3d of AuguH j and Sir William James ought, in his 
official Capacity, to have known, that at the very Time this Evidence was given, which was near Six 
Months after the Aft had pafled, that it was not then aftually on its Way (the Tryal being returned) 
either by Land or Sea •, and yet on the i ith of December, when the Difpatches were fent over Land, 
by Meffieurs Dunkin and Smart, neither the Aft, nor any Orders for the Relief of the Magiftrates 
from Prifon, did form any Part of that Difpatch. 

Sir William James has Hated in his Evidence, that he did not exaftly rccoHcd what Mr. Wilks’s 
Evidence was, not having been able to attend this Committee fo often as he could wife. 

Your Committee having referred to their Minute Book, they find the following Entry ©f the 31H 
of January 1782. 


“ Richard Smith, Efquire, in the Chair } 


“PRESENT, 

“ Sir William James, 

“ Mr. Pitt, 

“ Mr. Pelham, 

“ Mr. Boughton Roufe, 

“ Mr. Long, 

“ Mr, Burke. 


“ Committee proceed further in fettling their Report. 
“ Mr. Wilks’s Evidence again read. 

“ Committee deliberate,” 


So that it appears, that Sir William James was prefent at the Deliberation on tlic Report to be 
made to the Houfe •, on which Occafion the Evidence of Mr. Wilks was again read. 

Your Committee muH obferve, that it appears to them, that a fair Copy of the Letter of the iH 
AuguH has been converted into a foul Copy ( and that fome Signature had been made to that Let- 
ter, which has been fincc erafed. The Names of Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James are wrote 
over the Erafurc by Mr. Wilks, intending to convey the Idea that the fair Copy of .this 
was (igned by thofe Perfons. Sir William James does not recolleft having ligned that Letter, and 
the Office Indorfement on the Back of it feems to confirm that Affertion, being as follows: 


“ iH AuguH 1781.' 
“ Letter from the Chairman to the Governor General 


of Bengal.” 


Your Committee will clofe this Report, with obferving. That the Aft of Parliament which rt- 
leafed the Patna MagiHrates, &c. from Prifon, palled the i8th of July 1781, and the Orders tor 
the Indemnification for their Lofles, and for ReHoration to their former Offices (’''^**-^ ***.¥*** 
to by the Company) ought to have been lent with the Aft as loon as poinble---That the Act 

y Sea until the latter End of Oftober, by the Trysd— That this Vcfiel being few** ^ 


not lent by 
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returned to Ireland, and did not ultimately fail from thence till February ; that it was only when the 
Tryal failed in February, that the Diredlors fent their Orders for the Payment of the Indemnifica- 
tion, and for the Reftoration of the Patna Magiflrates to their former Offices •, and that this OrdeA 
was fent in confequence of Inftrudlions from your Committee, for the Direftors to lay before tlicin 
their Proceedings on this Subjeft, That neither the Aft, nor any Orders relative to it, were fent by 
any Land Conveyance whatever, notwithftanding that other Dil'patches were fent by Land, particu- 
larly by Meffieurs Dunkin and Smart, who arrived at Bombay on the 20th of May laft ; and finally, 
that although it is now upwards of Twenty Months fince the Aft was pafied, no Account of iti 
being arrived at Bengal has yet been received by the India Company. 

John Ibbetfon, Efquirc, Deputy Secretary at the Admiralty Office, attending according to Order, 
was afked, Whether he knows, if the Packets which were fent by the Eaft India Company to the 
Admiralty, to be forwarded by the Agamemnon and Prothcc, were covered with Paper or Canvas; 
and if fealed ? he faid, He really cannot tell whether they were covered with Paper or with Canvas, 
but they were covered and fealed j the latter isexpreffed in the Letter from the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty to the Captain of the Agamemnon : He cannot pretend to fpcak with Certainty at this Diftance 
of Time, but from the Converfation he has had with Mr. Stephens, and his own Recolleftion, lie is 
rather inclined to think they were covered with Canvas. And being afked, Whether thofe Packets were 
made up in feparatc Boxes, or only contained in a Paper or Canvas Covering ? he faid, It is impoffiblc 
to anfwer this, as they were cotcred ; but they appeared to be made up in Boxes, or fomcihing die 
very (Irong and ftifF. 
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M r. Samuel Wilks attending according to Order, was afleed, Whether he did not know when viJc ift Re- 
he gave Evidence before this Committee, that the Judicature Bills •were fent to Bengal in the portoflail 
Difpatcb of the idofAuguJl^ thatthofe Bills never were fent to India, but were returned lo the liaft 
India Houfc from the Secretary to the Admiralty, early in the Month of November? he faid, Me 
knew when he gave the Evidence that the Bills had been returned to the India lloutb, but he was not 
permitted to give further Explanation than what he had given. — Being alkcd, Who prevented him 
from giving that Evidence before this Committee ? he faid, He believes the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman, Mr. Sulivan and Sir William Jamfs ; he believes it was a Matter of Confultation be- 
tween them, and he is not certain whether they did not go up to Adminiftration concerning it. — 

Being afleed, What Orders he received from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, upon this Subjeft ? 
he faid, He received Inftruftions from Mr. Sulivan, not to communicate the Channel ot‘ Conveyance. 

»«»Being afleed, Why, when he gave Evidence to make this Committee believe that the Judicature 
Afts were fent on the 3d of Auguft, he did not inform the Committee that thole AlIs wtic not 
fent to India, but were aftually returned to the India Houie early in the Month of November lollow- 
ing.^ he faid, He was not permitted to give that Information. — Being afleed. Who prevented him? 
he faid. The Chairman, Mr. Sulivan •, he is fure he had the Order trom Mr. Sulivan, direfling hina 
not to communicate it.— Being afked. Whether he afligned any Rcafuns to him why he lliould not 
communicate it .? be faid, He docs not rccolleft the Particulars of the Converlation.— Being afked. 

Whether he made no Remonftrance to him upon the Danger of his prevaricating before .1 Committee 
of the Houfc of Commons ? he faid, He believes he did not make any Kemonllrance at all j it did 
not occur to him at the Time as a Prcvaricaiion. — Being afked, Whether at the 1 ime he gave Lvi- 
dcncc to this Committee on the 20th of December 1781, when he flared the Judicature Aft to be 
fent to India by the Difpatch of the 3d of Augufl, he knew that any Judicature Aft, or any Orders 
upon that Subjeft, were aftually on their Paffage to India ? he faid, To the belt of his RetollecUon, 
he did not know that there was.— Being afked, If he knew whether tlie Judicature Aft, which was 
* pafled in July 1781, was aftually fent to India before the i2ih of February 1782 ? he laid, He docs 
not know that it was.— Being afked, Whether if it had been fent from his Dc[urtmcnt, he fhould not 
have known of it ? he faid, If the Committee of Secrecy had fent it, he certainly fliould. 


Then Mr. Samuel Johnfon, the prefent Clerk to the Committee of Secrecy, attending according 
to Order, produced to Your Committee, the Book of the Minutes of the Committee ot Secrecy at 

the Eaft India Houfc. ^ . , ... ^ 

And the Proceedings of that Committee of the ifl: of Auguft being read, anrl being fliewn to 
Mr. Wilks, he was alkcd, Why in the Minutes of the ift ot Auguft, there is a Nota Bene, dated 
Ihe 3d of Auguft 1781, relative to the Tranfmiffion of the Copies of the Judicature Aft oM arlia- 
ment? he faid, This Nota Bene muft have been added afterwards, no Doubt.— Being aHced, Wbct.ier 
it is ufual in the Proceedings of the Committee of Secrecy at the haft India Houle, to infeit 
Matters of a fublequent Tranfaftion in the Minutes of a former Day . he lai , t is not u ua . 
Being alked, Whofe Duty it is to enter the Minutes of the Committee of Seaecy i he faid, It was 
his ^uty, whilft he was in that Office, fee them entcred.-Bcing alked. \\ hether he was m that 
Office on the ift of Auguft 178. ? he faid. He was.-Being afked Whether he was the I er on 
that entered thole Minutes? he faid, They were entered ^ » J. ^ 

were entered by ? he faid, William Morcton Wilks.— Being afked, hether he is the only 1 edon 
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whocnim Minuteg of the Committee of Sectecy, befides himfelf? he fakl». Tfeomw WHfcs 
entered many ; both of thefe are h.s Sons.-Bcing alked. Whether they are both of them wor^ 
to Secrecy as weU as himfelf ? he laid, Ye*.- Being afleed, Whether there is any other Perfon w^o 

Son's.'mllrh^'" Secret Committee? he faid. He is not certain whether his younofft 

bon, Samuel Charles Wilks, has entered any ; he was alfo fworn to Secrecy. — Beinft alked Whi»n 
Jtir Copy of the Proceedings of the ift of Aoguft were entered? he laid, He ?annot rccolka 
Being afk«l. Who infertcd the Nota Bene at the End of the Proceedings of the ift of AubuT^ 
he laid He dared lay it was infeed by In. Authorit^.^Being alke^ A^ho defii^ 

that he had any Authority fo? it bcfidcs fais own.-^ine 
alked, Whether he had any Convcrfation with the Chairman upon the Subjeft of his ExaminatiJS 

thtg^efpeaing^ ^ tny 

And it being ftated to Mr. Wilks, That the foregoing Queftion implies, that he made this Nora 
Bene fublequent to his ExaminatKin before ibia Committee, he was^^alkcd, Whether there is an 
Error in that Implication ? to which he laid. He is fure he cannot tell. 

Being alked. It he remembers MelTieurs Dunkin and Smart being difpatched over Land to India? 

wt i ^ The nth of December 178 1. -Being aL 

Whether they carried with them the Judicature Aft, or any Orders for the Relief of the Patna £ 
gillratcs, then confined in Pnfon ? he laid. They did not, from the Committee of Secrecy. 
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To the Honourable Warren Hayings, Efquire, 
Governor General of Bengal. 

Y OUR Letter ftr Mr. Shakefpear wa* 
•received the a* ultimo.-— The Contenti are truly 
difagreeable and alarming j- yet, as w traceiro Matitt 
of Defpondency, we moft conclude that every pufllble 
Exertion has been and will be ihade, to reverfe the 
Scene •, and we are induced to hope that yOur EiideaVoUri 
for that Purpoft will be attended with the defired Succefs. 

In regard to the Stof>page of the 
Company’s Invcftment,,uJ)On the moft mature Deliberation 
it is agreed, for many Reafons, if pofliblc, to prevent it. 

The Manufafturers in all Events muft be employed j 
Otherwife, we fear, the ManUfadlurcs may be loft:— Goods 
mu be imported from Bengal, or the Revenue in 

Britain muft greatly fuffer. In Ihort, the Conl^uences 

would 

Sku Com, Rep. VII. ^ 
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would be very pernicious, and the Extent of the 

♦ 

E«ls unknown. . ... , 

In order thereFore, to the utmoft 

of our Power, to obviate Aich Inconveniencies, it hat 

been determined to authorize the Governor GeAcral and 

Council to draw Bills of Exchange upon the Court 

of DireAors, to the Amount of 40 or 50 Lacks of 

Rupees, for the foie Purpofe of providing a 

welt-chofen Inveftipent for the enlutng Year. 

And we hope this Advice will reach you in Time 
co-operate cffedlually 
enable you to flHHHHHHI 

Views in this RefpeA, as the Meafure hat been 

adopted by the Court} and you will therefore , 

proceed, and take the, necelTat^ Steps accordingly. 

We alfo inform you, that fo 

icon as the Amount which you (hall be authorized 

to draw for, (hall have been received into the 

Company’s Treafury, but not before, the Company’s 

Servants are then to be permitted to load on 

board the Company’s Ships, any Quantity of Raw Silk, 

of the Growth, Produce, and ManufaAure of Bengal 

only, upon the Terms and Conditions allowed to 

the 

F 2 
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the Commanders of our Ships in their private Trade. 

that the Bills of Exchan^HfflSH^HS^Iiavc an 
optional Claufc, whereby Payment may be poftponed for One 
Year, or more, if found necelTary by the Company, upon ’ 
allowing the Bill Holders a reafonable Rate of Intereft for 
all the Time beyond 3^5 Days Sight. 

As we expeft that the Goods fo 
purchafed will be fold, and the Amount of the Sales 

be realized in England before the Bills of Exchange become 

tJuei ftTmuft we alfo depend upon'your ftrift Attention 

*> 

to the Quality and Price of all Goods fo provided, in 
order to infore a Commercial Profit thereon to the Company. 

We do not at prefent enter upon 
the Confideration of Meafurcs vrhich have been produftive 
of Circumftanccs fo unufoally diftrefling in Bengal j 
but when it became a Quezon, Whether the Prefervation 
of our PolTefllons, or the temporary Provifion of an 
Inveftment, Ihould be the Firft Objeft of Attention i we 
muft aUow, thatonlefs both were pradUcable, the 
former had an indilputable Claim to the Preference i 


and 
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IN.B. 

t4oc fcnt 
till the 3'* 
of Augul}« 


and therefore yow DetermtoMion on ihat Point kena 
to us very ptoper. 


Tou have been informed, by «or 
iLctter'of the 9th of June laft, knt over Land under 
the Care of Major Muflenden Johnfonjind Mr. 
Alexander Macaulay, that Affairs on the -Coaft . 
were under the Inveftigatbn pf a Secret Committee 


of the plouk of Commons. By this Conveyance 


we fend you Copy of the Firft and Second Reports 
of the faid Committee of Secrecy, with the Appendk 
to the Second Report but the Appendix to the 
Firft Report is not yet printed. 

On the ShipJDeptford was 
forwarded a Copy of the Report-and Appendixes 
of the SeleA Committee, refpditing the Bengal 
Judicature. We now fend another Copy of 


t AUki 

that Report, and of the ] 

Information . . 
further Information. 

further Accommodation. I 


for your 


alfo 


An Aft 

An Aft of Parliament having 


paffed' during the laff SelTion, by which 
the Company’s Charter has'bcen prolonged for 


Ten Years, B we tranfmit you B| Copy g thereof 

for 


•appe'ndix, n-2. (A). 


‘^lor Jr our Ii>forniation and Guidance^ and cp^^in ftrift 
/Attention and Obedience thereto. 

In ounLettcrof 9*‘' of June, Copy 
v.whcTCof is herewith enclofcd,- you were advifed of the Force 
untended . to be font touche Affiftanceof our Settlements 
uo' India. Sincc thac^Period Informatron has been received 
Jfrotn Go vernor. Hornby, dated, the a"** and 3^ of March, that 
.'Six French Ships of the Line 'and Two Frigates, were feen 
iODtering Madras Road fo long fincc as the 25'* January 
lUll, befides Two other Ships of the Line and Four Frigates, 
ifaid to be Rationed. to- the Northward, and in t^cheen Road. 

‘Intdligencc 

Information 

‘This||[||||mm has occafioned us much Concern ; but 
'we-can with Certainty affure you, that a very confiderablc 
Addition, both Naval and Military, will be made to 
the Succours mentioned in our faid Letter of the 9'^ 

■ of June,. and of which you will be more particularly 
'inibrtned by a. future Conveyance. 

We arc, 

'London, 7 Tour afFcftlorrate Friends, 

tl*‘ Auguft lySi.J .(Signed) Lau. Suliv.an, 

W“ Jaii-CS. 


N. B. Tfce black Lines in the above are Blots in the Original, over which the 
Words appear to have been wrilten, as printed; and -thole with a Line drawn 
under, are itruek throagh with.aP<n> 
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To the Honourable Wattch Haftings, Efquife, 
Governot General of Bengal, 

Sir, 

Your Letter per Mr. Shakefpear, 
was received the a3 ultimo, , The Contents arc 
truly difagrceable and alarming j yet, as we 
trace no Marks of Defpondency, wc muft 
conclude, that every poflibic Exertion has been 
and will be made, to reverfe the Scene } and 
we are induced to hope that your Endeavours 
for that PurpolS will be attended with tlte 
defired Succefs. 

In regard to the Stoppage of 
the Company’s Inveftmcnt, upon the moft 
mature Deliberation it is agreed, for many 
Reafons, if pofl'ible, to prevent it. The 
Manufafturcrs'if^.all Events muft be 
employed} otherwife, we fear, the Manufactures 
may b^iljljf-Goods muft be imported 
from Bengal, or the Revenue in Britain 

grtally fufftr. In ftort, the Confcqucnces 


would 
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wiild'be very pernicious, and the 
Extent of the Evils unknown. 

In order r therefore, to 
(the utmoft of our Power, to obviate 
Tuch Inconveniencies, it has 
:been determined to authorize the 
'Governor General and Council to 
draw Bills of Exchange upon the ^ 

Court of Directors to the Amount rf 
40 or 50 Lacks of Rupees, for the 
foie Purpofe of providing a well* 
chofen Inveftment for the enfuing 
Year. And we hope this Advice 
will reach you in Time to enible* 
you to co-operate effcftually with our 
Views in this Rerpc^l;, 

— — (he 

Meafure has been adeptei 
:by the Court; and you will therefore 
^proceed, and take tbe.necejfary Stefs accordin^y. 
iWealfo inform yoii, 


Uhat 
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that ~ — fo foon as the Amount 

which you (ball be authorized to draw 

for, fliall have been received into the 

Company's Treafury, but not before, the 
Company’s Servants are then to be permitted to load 
‘On board the Company’s Ships, any Quantity 

of Raw SHk, of the Growth, Produce, and 

Manufafluro of Bengal only, upon the 

Terms and Conditions allowed to the 

Commanders of our Ships in their private 

Trade. 

You muft take cfpccial Care, 
that the Bills of Exchange to be drawn 
as aforefaid, have an optional Ciaufe, 
whereby Payment may be poftponed for 
One Year, or more, if found necelTary by 
the Company, upon allowing the Bill Holders 
a reafonable Rate of Intereft for all the 
Time beyond 365 Days Sight. 

As we expefl that the Goods 
fo purchafed will be fold, and the Amount 
of the Sales be realized in England, before 
the Bills of Exchange become due ■, fo 
Sel. Com, Rep. VII. H 
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muft wc alfo depend upon your 
drift Attention to the Quality and 
Price of all Goods fo provided, in 
order to enfure a commercial Profit 
thereon to the Company. 

We do not at prdent 
enter upon the Confideration of 
Meafures which have been produftivc 
of Circumftances fo unufually 
diftrefling in Bengal. But when 
it became a Qpeftion, Whether the 
Prcfervalion of our Poffeflions, or the 
temporary Provifion of an inveftment, 
ihould be the Firft Objeft of Attention.; 
we muft allow, that unlels both 
were prafticable, the former had an 
indifputable Claim to the Preference, ■' 

^ and therefore your Determination on 
that Point feems to us very proper. 

You have been informed 
by our Letter of the 9th of -June 

ilaft. 


-H 
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(not fcDt) 
(not fcnt) 


Jaft. fent over Land under the Care of 
Major Muflenden Johnfon and Mr. Alexander 
.Macauly, that Affairs on the Coaft were 
'Under the Inveftigation of a Secret Committee 
.of the Houfc of Commons. — By this 
'Conveyance we fend you Copy of the Firft 
.and Second Reports of the faid Committee of 
•Sedrecy, with the Appendix to the Second 

ft 

Report j but the Appendix to the Firft 
(Report is not yet printed. 

On the Ship Deptford was 
'.forwarded a Copy of the Report and 
Appendixes of the SeleA Committee tefpeAing 
■the Bengal Judicature. — We now fend 
another Copy of that Report, and of the 
pafed, for your further Jnfemaxm. 

An Aft of Parliament having 
alfo paired during the laft Scffion, by which 
the Company’s Charter has been prolonged for 
Ten Years, we tranfmtt you Copy thereof 
for your Information and Guidance, and 
■enjoin ftrift Attention and Obedience thereto. 

In our Letter of the 9"’ of 
June, ExtraA whereof is herewith enclofed, 

you 
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you were advifed of the Force 
intended to be fent to the Afliftance 
of our Settlements in India.~>Since 
that Period, Information has been 
received from Governor Hornby, 
dated the 2^ and 3' of March, 
that Six French Ships of the ,i 
Line and Two Frigates, were feen 
entering Madrafs Road fo 
long fince as the 2 5*’* of 
January laft j befides Two other 
Ships of the Line , and 

Four Frigates, faid to be " 

(lationed to the Northward, 

and in Acheen Road;— This 

Intelligence has-occafioned us 

much Concern } but we can 

with Certainty alTure you, 

that a very con fidcrablc 

Addition, both Naval and 


Military, 
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AlUitary, wiQ be made to the Succoura 
mendoned ia our faid Letter of die 
of June, and of which you will 
I be more particularly informed by a 
{future Conreyance. 


We arc 

iLondon, 7 Your afFcdlionate Friends, 

. 1 *' Auguft tySi.J Lau. Suliwn, 

Chairman, 


Th« Word* Charaflers appear to be written upon an Erafure i* the 

Original, 


> 

Sst. Com. Rep. VII. 


t 


A p p t- i>' I xi ip a. c. 

, i,ft Auguft 

i. I S T of P K E X aq. tlw Hoaf- 
Warren Haftin^s,' Gov^ G^‘ in Behga ' 


I. 


Letter 


from the Chairman 



Chairman (but figned by the Chairman only] 
the Deputy being abfent 

Hoti“* 

■to the A Warren Haftings, Elquirc, Go»* 


< 5 cn' -of -Bengal, dated t*' Auguft lyti.' 


2. Copy of a Letter from_(he Committee, 

of Secrecy to the Gov' Gen' and Council, 
dated the 9th June 1781 (Original by 
Major MufTenden Johnfon and 
Mr. Alexander Macaulay). 

Prefident 

3. D® to the Gov, and Seleft Committee 

of F. S, G.—— dated—— D* 

4. D® To the Pres* and Seleft 

Committee of Bombay, dated D*. 

5 & 6. & 7. Firft and Second Reports of the Committee 

of Secrecy— -With Appendix to Second Report* 

7. Report of the Seleft Committee on the 
Bengal Judicature. 

■■■■■■■ISAM. WILXl, 
vletk to the Committee 
of Seciecf . 


«. T.ai 
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$, Ltd of Goods which fell for Pro&c. 

Lid of Goods which feU st ft Lo&. 

to. Letter iiwm the Cleik of the Committee 
of Secrecy tt the Governor-General 
of Bengal. 

S. WILKS. 


N. B, In the Duplicate Packet, difpatched 

to the Care of Ph. Stephens, Efquirc, 3* Aug" 17S1, 
Copies of Two ASta of Parliament were fent, 

■but not in the Original, as they could not be 

the Reguttting Aft 

procured in Time, a not being printed. 

S. W. 


mm Alterstioni. 
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Draught. 


Duplicate. 


Aof!*’ I ■78,1. 


Duplicate, The Original dated ift Auouft .iR, 

This Duplicate difpaiched |'> Auguft i-R,. 


Duplicate. Secret? 
Lift of Packet. | 


LIST of PACKET to the Honblc Warren llaftings, 
Efquirc, Governor General in Bengal! 

Original, dated and difpatchcd the 
ift Auguft 1781.— > 

Duplicate, 3d Auguft 1781. 

Number. 1 

!• i-rETTER from the Chairman and 

Deputy Chairman to the Honble Warren 
Haftings, Efq', Governor General of Bengal, 
dated ift Auguft 1781. 


r 


2. Copy of a Letter from the 

Committee of Secrecy to the Governor General 
and Council, dated the 9"* June 1781. 

(Original by Major Muflenden Johnfon and 
Mr. Alexander Macaulay), 

J. Copy of a Letter from the 

Committee of Secrecy to the Governor and 
Seleft Committee of fort S' George, dated 
9th June 1781. 

4. Copy of a Letter from the 

Committee of Secrecy to the Prefident and 
Sele£f Committee of Bombay, dated 9"’ J une 
1781. 

5, 6, 7. Firft and Second Reports of the 

Committee of Secrecy— With .'Ippendix to 
the Second Report. 

8. Lift 


SiL. Com. Rep. VII. 


K 
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A 

Number. 

7 - 


P P E N D I X, N* 2. (D). 

LIST of PACKET. 

Report of the Scicfl Committee of Parliament, 
on the Bengal Judicature. 


8 . Lift of Goods tf»hich 

fell for Prolit.-r~-— Lift of Goods 
which fell for Lofs. 


9. Letter from the Clerk 

of the Committee of Secrecy to the 
Governor General of Bengal. 

Two A£li pafTed 

10 ic II. Copies of A Ads of pafted 

in the laft Seflion of Parliament, refpeding the Prolongation 

of the Company’s Charter, and the Regulation 
of Bengal Judicature. 


SAM. WILKS. 

London, ' Clerk to the 

a Auguft lySi. Committee of 

Sccrccvt 


N. B. The Wofdi and Figure in the above Draught with a Line dri^wn on- 
derncaih, appear to have been llruck through with a Fen in the Original. 
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Sit. 


Agamemrton, Spithead, lOth Nov'. 17^(4 


I Have receive pur Letter of the Sth thftatit, and Ihould have returned the feveral Packete) 
&c. Arc. 0CC. therein mentioned, To-day, but could not get a Box made to contain them ready in 
Time s .To-morrow Morning they (hall be fent to the Commiflioner’s Office, direAcd for you \ but 
not faid, upon His MajcBy’s Service j by which I apprehend they will be delivered to you im- 
mediately. 

The Captain of the Proth^ has not been made accjuainted (in the lead) with any Part of their 
Lordihips Orders of the 4th Auguft,— Though the Direflions to you are done by my Clerk, he is 
not'informed of what they are, having done the Covers myfelf. I have the Honour to be, with 
great £fteem« 

* Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

and moft humble Servant, 

Ben. Caldwell. 

P. Stephens, fifquifc. 
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Sir, 


A. 0 * 4 Aug' lytt. 


I AM commanded hv my L. C, A. to fend you herewith a large fealed Packet, marked W. P . T» 
from th(f Seer# Committee of theEaft India Company, intended for the Honourable Warren 
Haftinas, Governor Gefteral of Bengal t which being of great Conlcque;nce, it is their Lordfhipa 
Diredlions thit youtake particular Care of it (throwing it over board in Cafe of Ncceffity, to prevent 
Its falling into tne Enegnp Hands \) and that you caufc it to be conveyed to Mr, Haftings by the nrit 
fafetlo^eyshee which' may offer after your Arrival iu India. ^ ^ 

., . ' P. S. 

P. ». 

Under another Cover you will twelve a Duplicate of the 
above-mentioned Packet, diftiimuiihed by the Letter D in 
tjie Corner, sfhlch py Lords defire you will deliver into ^ 

Charge of the Captain of the Ptothde* to be con vqred to Mr. 

Haftings in like Manner. 

Capt. Caldwdl, Agamemnon. 


8 Nov, 17S li 


1 .me.mm.ndd b, m, Lord. CommilS«r. .b. Adm«.l.)-. .» 1 -“ 

to return to me the feveral Packets mentioned and refmed to 

Letter of the 4 Aug* laft > and alfo tlw private Stgna s ni-jAioiH you received for that 
from me of that Date j and if you have delivered (awordmg m-n-ioned marked W. R, T. to 
Purpo^ to the Captain of the Protbde. one of the Packets above-mentioned, marked w. ic. i . to 

demand from him, and return it with the others. ^ 

Captain Caldwell, ^ p. S. 

Agamemnon, Spitheadr 


Sxi. Com. Rmp. VII, 


APPENDIX! 
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S I R William James, a Member of your Committee, was then alked, Whether he at any Time 
rcllridlcd Mr, Wilks, the Clerk to the Committee of Secrecy, from giving Information to this 
Committee ? to wliicli be faid. He certainly never gave any Orders or Opinions to Mr. Wilks not 
to give Information to this Committee : He was prefent at a Convcrfation between the Chairman 
and Mr. Wilks, when the Matter of the Difpatch of the 3d of Augua (by which the Adts of Par. 
liamer.t had been fcnt) was talked over-, and, without meaning the Icaa poffible pijrefpca to this 
Committee, or to difpoie its Authority, and not knowing what had pafled m the Committee with 
rerped to Mr. Wilks’s Anfwers, he acquiefeed in an Idea, that it was improper to mention the Circum- 
ftanccs of that Diipatch, as it had been confidentially committed to them by the Cabinet, as a Secret 
of the State and he did not think the Committee, under fuch Circumftanccs, would infift upon its 
being revealed.— Being alked. Whether he (being a Member of this Committee, and not having at- 
tended it at that Time) did confer with any other Member of the Committee concerning the Subjeft 
Matter of the Kxainination of Mr. Wilks, and the Points to which he was to be examined ? he laid, 
He did not.— Being alked. What Rcafon he had to imagine, that the Committee intended to exa- 
mine Mr, Wilks concerning any of thofe Matters which His Majefty’s Minifters defired to be kept 
fecret ? he faid, He had no Reafon ; but that at the Conference between Mr, Sulivan and Mr. 
Wilks, he underltood that the Enquiry was in refpeft to the Dilpatch of the 3d of Auguft. 
Bcintr alked. Whether he ever heard that there was any Examination of Mr. Wilks, further than to 
ftatc“he Time .md Conveyance, and Place of Departure of the Veffel which conveyed the Adts of 
Pailiament i he faid. He underltood by what pafled at the Conference above mentioned in his Pre- 
fence that he had been, or was to be, examined with refpedt to the Conveyance which carried thp 
Difpatch, which was of the lecrct Nature he has before alluded to,— Being alked, Which of the 
King’s Minillcts it was who rcltrained him from communicating any Matter to this Committee, 
which might be the Subieft of their Enquiry ? he faid. No one Minillcr pofitively rcftraincd him.— Being 
afkcd What Minillerdid, in any Degree, reftrain him ? he faid, In confidential Communication with 
His Maiclly’s Minifters, upon Force or Protcdlion to be fent to India, he confidcred it hisDut^y to keep 
it a Secret —Being alked. Whether any of the King’s Minifters did in any way relhain him from 
making that Communication ? he faid. They did not.-BciDg alked, What Number^ Difpatchcs were 
lent to India by Sea and Land, between the i5ih Day of July, and the 7th of Dec^ber 1781, he 
faid. Me cannot fay pofitively, but he believes there were Three, One by Land, and Two by Sea.— 
Being alked. What he underftood by the Expreffion he has ufed in his former Account, of tbe Ur<- 
cumjlancesoftbe Difpaicbr he faid. He alludes to the Ship or Ships by which it was fent.— Being 
alked. Whether in acquiefeing in the Idea of the Impropriety of difdofing the Circunnftances of the 
Difpatch, he conveyed to-Mr. Wilks the Idea that his Oath of Secrecy was binding on him on the Oc- 
cafion, he faid. He did not fay any thing to him pn that Subject.— Being alked. Whether the Idea con- 
veved to Mr. ilks in that Conference, by Mr. Sulivan, and acquiefccft in by hip, was, to ft*tc to the 
Committee, tlie Impropriety of difclofing the Circumftanccs alluded to, and leaving ** Y'*' 

< retion whether he Ihould anfwcr or not, or pofitively to refufc anlwcring ? he faid, He did not unaer- 
Hand that lie was diredkd pofitively to refufc anfwcring.— Being alked. Whether Secrecy was 
to Mr. Wilks, any further than refpcdling the Circumftanccs of the Difpatch 3 ® ^“6“ • 

he faid. At the Conference alluded to, the Circumftanccs of the Di^atch of the 3d ^Auguft was 
the only Subieft under Confideration.— Being alked. Whether at that Conference any Thing paHcd, 
with his Acquicfcence, to reftrain Mr. Wilks from informing the Committtre when, and in what Man- 
ner, the Ads of Parliament were tranfmitted to India? he faid, No, except refpcdmg the Ship or 
Ships that carried them, 
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REPORT 

F H 0 M f II E 


SELECT COMMITTEE, 


Appointed to take into OonitderatiOri the State of* the Adntiniftration of 
Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffi, and to report 
the fame, as it fhall appear to them, to the Houfe, with their Obfer- 
Vations thereupon J and who were inftrufted to confider how the 
Britifh Pofteflions in the Eafl Indies may be held and governed with 
the gtcateft Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what 
Means the Happinefs of the Native Inhabitants may be beft pro* 
tnoted» 


I N the lad SeSion of Parlhutlent, the Secret Committee, in their Fifth Report, inteted into fome Joonail, 
Detail of the Origin of the Rohilla War } and the Houfe, in Confcqucnce of that Report, 28th May 

came to a Refolution, reprobating that War in very ftrong Terms. c \ n iufoludon. 

v«..- Xa. .k. F*aminafion into the ate Proceedinas of the Governor 


JL. came to a Keloluuon, reprooatmg mat war in very urw.g 

Your Committee, io the Courfc of their Examination into the late Proceedings of the Governor 
General in the Province of Oude (which will form the fubjeft Matter ot a future have had 

Occafton to perufe the Records of the Company relative to the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, one of 
thofc Rohilla Chiefs who was difpoffcffcd of his Territories by the late Viaier Sujah 15 owJ»n. 
with whom a Treaty had been made, under the Sanftion of the Comman^r in Chief ot the Com- 
pany*s Forces in Bengali and certain Diftrifts were yielded to him by that lrcaty t Your Committee 
think it their Duty to report this Cafe to the Houfe. 

It appears to Your Committee, that the Englifli Army under the 
Was cantoned in the Rohilla Country after the Campaign of 1774 1 and a Advice 

Rainy Seafoo, the Vitier, without confulting the Commander m Chief, 
put hi, own Army in Motion againll Fyaoolah Khan, a Rohilla Chf /^o jiad 
the remaining Wealth and Strength of the Rohilla Tribe, and who had taken an advantageous Poll 

at Lall'Dang, the Extremity of the Rohilla Country. . * . . 

Colonel Champion, in his Letter to the Secret Committee of Bengal, ^ !^d as he hw 
1774. writes, « That as his Excellency was fo very dcf.roos of his taking 
“ the foie Authority of preferibing the Service to be undertaken and j^fj/gu^San 

” Advice, I am coDftrained to break Ground with all the Sepoys of t e B g 

YmTr'cSSmittec further Bnd. That Colonel Champion having ^ 

Viaier’s, and after reducing fome confidcrable Fortreffes in the Rohilla Country, they ad 


[ + ] 

wUbin a Mile of Lall-Daog, ^here Fyzoolah Khan was intrenched with his Array in a yery flron»« 
Pofition. “ 

On the 13th of Auguft 1774, the Vizier wrote to Colonel Champion, defining him to offer 
Fyzoolah Khan Peace, upon certain Conditions — In confcquence whereof a Negociatio* commenced 
and ’ 

On the 6ih of October, Colonel Champion wrote front Camp to the dent and Members of 
the Select Committee at Calcutta, as follows t 1 ^ ■ 

“ I have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that the Vizier and Fyzoolah Khan have this Day agreed 
“ upon Terms of Peace. Fyzoolah is to have a Jaghire of Fourteen Lacks Seventy-five 
thoufand Rupees per Annum in the Rohilla Country, with Liberty to keep 5,000 Men in Arms • 
** in Confideration whereof he is to give the Vizier Half his Treafure. -When the Agreement has 
« gone through the ufual Formalities, I lhall do myfelf tl)e Honour of . tranfmittiog a Copy of it 
to you i in the mean Time I beg leave to congratulate you on the Condlufion of the War.”- 

On the 8th of Oflober, Colonel Champion alfo wrote from the Camp within Four Cofs of Lall- 
Dang, to the Prefident and Committee, as follows : 

« Under Date of the 6th Inftant, I informed you that the Vizier and Fyzoolah had come to an 
Accommodation ; and I have now the Honour to tranfmit Copies of the mutual Engagements 
“ entered into between them, as drawn out by his Excellency the Vizier, and fealed and fworn to 
by him and the Rohilla Yeftcrday, in my Prefenec. 

“ The Vizier has drawn off his own Army, and To-morrow I lhall, agreeably to his Requeft, 
“ follow with the Company’s Troops. > , ■ , 

« As Fyzoolah Khan is reftrifted to a fmall Body of Men, fu(ij of the Troops dilbanded by 
“ him, as the Vizier does not chufe to entertain, are to crofs the Ganges without Delay. 

“ I know not well, why his Excellency has not inferted in Fyzoolah’s Agreement, the Obli- 
*• gation to deliver up Half his Treafure. I remarked this feeming Omiflion to his Excellency 
“ before the Agreements were figned •, he only anfwered, that whatever Fyzoolah’s Effeits might 
be, he would be contented with Half, and the other promifed to give a faithful Account of 
them.” 

The following are Copies of the Treaties inclofed in the above Letter : 


Copy of a Treaty under the Hands and Seal of the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah Bahadcr, 

and Colonel Champion. 

“ A Fricndftiip having been entered into between me and Fyzoolah Khan, I have agreed to 
“ give him the Country of Rampore, and fome other Diftridts dependent thereon, producing alto- 
“ gether an Annual Revenue of 14,75,000 Rupees ; and I have ftipulated, Fyzoolah Khan lhall 
“ retain in his Service 5,000 Troops, and not a fingle Man more: I therefore give this written 
Engagement, that I will at all Times, and on all Occafions, fupport the Honour and Character of 
« Fyzoolah Khan, and will promote his intereff and Advantage to the utmoff of my Power, upon 
“ the following Conditions — That Fyzoolah Khan lhall enter into no Conneilion with any Ferfon 
“ but myfelf, and that he lhall hold no Correfpondence with any Perfon, except the Englilh 
Chief— That he lhall confider my Friends as his Friends, and my Enemies as his Enemies} and, 
“ That with whomfoever I lhall make War, Fyzoolah Khan lhall fend Two or Three thouland Men, 
** according to his Ability, to join my Forces, and if I march in Perfon, Fyzoolah Khan lhall him- 
« felf accompany me with his Troops ; and if on account of the Smallnefs of the Number of the 
Forces he is to retain in his Service, he is not able to accompany me, I will then appoint him 
Three or Four thoufand more Troops, that he may accompany me with a good Army, and 1 
“ will be at the Expence of fupporting them.— Upon the Performance of thefe Conditions, 1 have 
“ agreed to give the faid Countries, at the aforementioned Revenue, to Fyzoolah Khan, and to 
“ promote his Intereft and Advantage to the utmoff of my Power.— If Fyzoolah Khan fulfils the 
Articles of this Trekty, and adheres ftcadily to it, 1 will not neglect whatever may be for his 
Advantage. 

“ He lhall fend the Remainder of the Rohillas on the other Side of the River. I have fworn on 
" the holy Khoran, calling God and his Praphet to witnefs to the Performance of thefe Articles. 


Rujjub, 

118S. 




I 


Copy 
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Co^ U a ‘itaty andtr the Hands and Seals of Pyaoolah Khan and Colonel Chsmpiott.' 

' « A taken place between the Nabob Vizier UI Mult Behadtr and me, and 

“ tbe Nwb,yi2|W hiving been gradoufly pleafed to beftow on me a Country, I have fworn on the 
holy Khort.B> catling God and his Prophet to witnefs to what 1 engage — That I will always 
whilft I Ijye, contuuK in SubiDiffion and Obedience to the Nabob Vixier—That I will retain in 
‘‘ my Service 5,000 Wen, ftipulatcd by the Nabob Vizier, and not a fiMle Man more — That with 
*« whonifoetmr the Nabob Vizier lhall engage in Hoftilitiei, I will ami him j and. That if the 
Nabob yhdef lban'‘ileh<i,att Arm^ aMinft any Enemy, I will tlfo fenll Two or Three thoufand of 
“ my. Troops tbjoia 'them', and if he goes in Perfon againft any Enemy, I will perfonally attend 
*» him with my Force?— That I will have no Conneftion with any Perfon but the Nabob Vizier, 
M and will hold no Corfefpondence with any one (the Englifli Chiefs excepted)— That whatever the 
** Nabob Vizier difcAs, I will execute ■, and that 1 will at all Times, and on all Occafioni, both in 
Adverfity and Profperity, continue his Arm Adbciate. 

“ I have fworn on the holy Khoran, calling God and his Prophet to witnefs to the Perfwmancc 
« pf thefe Articles.— May 'God and his Prophet punilh me, if 1 adt contrary to them." 



And Vour Committee further find, That the Vizier Sujah Dowlah faithfully difeharged his Part 
of the Treaty,J)y giving Fyzoolah Khan the aftual PoffclTion of the Diftrift of Ramporc vtry 
li^n after the Signature of this Treaty. 

. And Tour Committee obferve, That in the Month of February 1^8, Mr. Middleton, tne.Eng- 
|ilh| Refine at the Court of Azqph ul Dowlah, the Son and Succeflor’of Sit^h Dowlah, fent Mr. 
Daniel Ba'twell,' a Servant of the Eaft India Company, on a Deputation to Fpoolah Khan, As 
the bbjjedt'of his Miflion is explained by Mr. Middleton, in his Letter to the Supreme Coun- 
cil of the 25th of February 1778, and in his Letter to Mr. Harwell of the 4th of March follow- 
ing t and as it appears, that the Guarantee of the Company arofe out of this Deputation i Your 
Committee thought it neceffary, in this Place, to infert thefe letters at large, together with 
Mf. BarwelPi Report in his Letter to Mr. Middleton of the 26th of March 1778. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr., Nathaniel Middleton to the Governor General and Council j 

dated Lucknow, a5th February 1778. 

■■ « The Reports which have for fomc Time paft prevail^, of Fyzoolah Khan’s raifing a^ insin. 
** tainine a large Force, contrary to the Tenor of his Treaty with tlic Nabob Sujah ul Doodah » 
his eivinc Protedtion and Encouragement to the Fugitives of Zabita Khan s defeated Army..! hu 
« fecret.CoWpandencc with that Chief and his Followers, who arc leagued with the Seicks, and 
« who no doubt would eagerly embrace any Opportunity which might in Appearance a^rd 
them even a Chance of revering their former Pofleffions, or of conttibuiing to the Relief of 
M their prefent Neccflitic?^ f«e* w .demand the immediate Auendoo of tli» Government. I con- 
♦* fefs, I have bkherto given very litde Credit to thefe Infinuaoonv under the Belief that Fywiali 
« Khan’s own Prudence and good Senfe, would naturally fugged to him the ^d P<^>cy of en- 
«* ttaoing in any wild or doubtful Enterprizes, while he confidered his pretent Eftabliftment per. 
« manent and Lure-i But alarmed as he has been, by the Natobs Refurn^ption of a NMmber of 
« Taghirw granted by his Father to different Perfons, and the Injufturc and Qppreflion of 1 ms Con- 
■M dul in gmrali L at the fame Time entertaining Do«bt*«s m the Part our Government 
Sd ukc in the Cafe of any Attempt being made ^ his Excellency to him of the 

nav4; lawy Excellency s Engagcmeius— tor rhclc Uealona, 

“ ^uld place fo little , o 4,id Views of Fyzoolah Khan (hould be. minutely 

»• I think. It .. u,.Upurs any Uefigns hoftile to this Governmonr, they may be 

«. enquired into t that if he really l^arbwr any ^ig 

“ m^othw Hand, that if his Conduft has been in no Rclpcdf 

:: 

Sel, Com. Rsh. Vlll. 



f 6 ] 

pofllble Haftc, plainly evince his Sufpicions of the Vizier, ami afford the faireft Opening for an 
“ Enquiry into the Truth of the Reports crrculated to his Prijudice, Without diredly alarming 
“ him ; I have therefore taken upon me to depute Mr. Daniel Barwcll,.who is now with roc.upon 
a Vifit, and who, as he concurred with me in the Propriety of the Meafiire, and had no Affairs 
“ of Confequence to demand his Prefence at Benares, has been kind enough fd accept the Commif- 
“ fion, to proceed immediately to Fyzoolah Khan, to make ftriA Enquiry upon the Spot into the 
“ paft Conduct and apparent Views of that Chief, that he may at once eitlifetdw cleared of Sufpi- 
“ cion, or puniflied by the Vizier, if it (hall appear that he has infringed the Articles* of the Treaty. 
— Admitting that the Rohilla Chiefs Defigns arc fricndlyK,hi$ extiaordioaty Solicitude to obtain 
the Guarantee of the Company is confifteot, and the Reafon obvious— having heard of the Re. 
<* ports circulating to his Prejudice, and of the A( 5 ts of Injuftice and OpprefTio'n which the Vizier 
“ is tonjiantly exefcifing upon tbtft v)h« are wholly at bit fiiercyt he is apprehenfive left his Ex- 
“ cellency, defiroos of feizing his Country and involving him in Ruin, Ihould avail hiirifelf of thele 
Re{x)rts to execute his Purpofe. For thefc Reafons, and as the Treaty between Fyzoolah Khan 
and the late Nabob was made under the San^lion of the En^Hfli, I hope the Honourable Board 
will approve of the Step I have taken, as it will be the Means of obviating any Difputes between 
the Vizier and Fyzoblan Khan, and in Cafe of the latter's acquitting himftlf, will give him a 
« Confidence in the Company, which may induce him to look i^p to that Influence as the foreft 
Defence againft any Invafion of his Rights, and thereby render him a faithful and perhaps a 
•* uieful Ally upon fome future Emergency.— If therefore, after the Inveftigation made by Mr. 

Barwell on the Spot, it (hall appear, that the Reports fpread to the Prejuditfe' of Fyzoolaif Khan, 
*« are without any juft Foundation, and that he has not in any Shape fwerved from his Duty and 
•* Allegiance to the Vizier, I requeft to know, whether the Honourable Board will be pleafed to 
** grant me Permiflion to comply with his Requeft of the Company's guaranteeing his Treaty witli 
«( the Vizier, that I may inftruift Mr. Barwell, either to encourage or wholly fupprefs. any Negocia* 
« tion that may have this Tendency. 

“ As there appeared to me an immediate Neceflity to depute fome Perfon on the Part of the Ho- 
nourable Company, to fearch into the Truth of thefe. Reports, in order to prevent the inftanc 
“ EfFcd of any Alarms which the Vizier’s Conduft may have given to Fyzoolah Khan, I hojpc 
“ the Propriety of the Meafgre will excufe my having availed myfclf of Mr, Barwell^ Abilities 
<* and Knowledge of the Perfian Language in thb Bufmefs, as Mr. Chandler, my Head Afllftant, 
*• is fully employed in aflifting me in the Accounts, and other current Bufinefs of my Office ; and 
Mr. Bathurft is not returned from his public Million with Mirza Saudut AH. 

I entreat the Honourable Board will be pleafed to favour me with as ff^edy an Aufwer as 
fible, as Mr. Barwell will nccefTarily be detained with Fyzoolah Khan until it arrive* 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to Mr. Daniel Barwell t 
dated at Lucknow, the 4th of March 177 9 . 

“ Reports having for fome Time paft prevailed, of Fyzoolah Khan’s railing and maintaining in 
“ his Service a larger Force than the Conditions of his Treaty with the late Nabob Sujah Do^ah 
** allow him ; of his giving Protedion and Encouragement to the Fugitives, of Zabita Khan’s de« 
■' feated Army ; of his holding fecret Correfpondence with that Chief, his Followers the Sticks, 
** and other Powers' difaffefted to the Vizier’s Government t I have thought it necelTary, for the 
Security of our Ally and the Honourable Company’s Intereft, to make a (IriA Enquiry into the 
Situation and Views of the Rohilla Chief, that if he really entertains any Deligns hoftile to the 
Vizier’s Government, they may be cfte^ually crulbed before he has acquir^ fumcient Strength 
or formed Connexions, which would enable him to make Refiftance. To efteX this important 
ObjeX, it appears to me indifpenfably necelTary that a Gentleman, on whofe Report intire Re- 
liance may be had, fhould proceed immediately to the Capital of Fyzoolah Khan, to make par- 
ticular Enquiry on the Spot, into the fcveral Heads of Complaint which have been alledged 
againft that Chief i and as I have no AfTiftant at ptefent with me but Mr.. Chandler, or any other 
** Perfon fufficiently acquainted withk the Languages of the Country to take upon him fuch a 
Commiflion, 1 avail myfclf of the Permifiion you hive given me, to make Ule of your Services ; 
•' and now trouble pu with the following InftruXions for your Guidance in the Execution of this 
w Truft. 

“ You will proceed with all convenient Speed to Rampore, the Refidence oi Fyzoolah Khan, 
and deliver to him the inclofed Letter from me, which ferves as a perfbnal IntroduXion to him, 
** and allb as an Intimation of the Purpofes of your Mifllon. 

** You will be pleafed to acquaint him with the Particulars of the Reports which have hua 
circulated to the Prejudice of his CharaXer and good Faith ; and impaefs ftrongly upon his Mind, 
*' the Neceflity of Hit acqmtting himfelf of them, if he wifbes to continue upon Terms of Friend- 
« (hip with the Englifh, OT prelerve the Alliance of the Vizer. You will pleafe to have his Army 
« muftered before po, or afeertain, by any other Means which you may beft approve, the exaX Num- 
“ ber of Troops he retains in his Service, and in what Manner they are employed j you will alio cn- 
«< deavour to difeover with whom he holds Correfpondence, what is the Nature of it, and through 
** what Channel he carries it on. 

H “ You 
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l.r^ni ^ 7 M *7 of •'* Sufpicion to your 

rtu^« t,/hX TriltJ k ^''' 1 ?® il™ “"y Afluranccs of the Company’s 

*11 /vr «»K 11 a. the Vizier i but (hould he urgently and repeatedly require it, you 

f ' r **k Pfop®? of the Kind, but make yourfclf acquainted with his Motive 

for fuch R^uifition, and leave it in Sufpence until the Plealure of the Honourable Board (hall 
nave been formally lignined to you, 

‘I ? "^'"aty entered into between Fyzoolah Khan and the late Nabob 

Suj^ ul Dowlah ; which will enable you the better to judge how far the former hat adhered to 
his Engagements with this Government.” 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Daniel Harwell to Mr. Middleton ^ 
dated at Ramporc the 26th of March 1778. 


** The Evening of my Arrival at Rampore, the Capital of the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, 1 waited 
on him, and delivered to him your Letter of Introdudtion, which Ihtimated to him tlic Intent of 
” myMiffion. 

** The Day ftllowing he returned my Vifit} when I fcparatrly explained to him the fevcral Re- 
ports that had been raifed to his Prejudice, by accufing him ot having bn, ken many Articles of 
« thc'Tteaty granted him by the Indulgence of ahe late ViZicr Sujah-ul-Dowlah : In each parti- 
** tular of Ihelc Reports, he replied in the fulleft and moft fatisfaftory Manner. Not thinking it pro- 
** per to trttft to hia bare Affirmation on Points which, for his own Prclervation, he would naturally 
•* deny, -I rb(|uefted hini to iffue immediate Orders for the muftcring of all his Troops-, tor as that 
“ was the grand Point which would evince his Intentions, if hoftilc or friendly, it was nccciVary, I 
• told him, !■ Ihbuld arrive at a Certainty as to their Number and Sirengih, by the inoft expeditious 
•• Means } that therefore he rnufl not; put. any unfriendly Conftruftioji on my Requifition, as, it’ he 
“ were confeious of not having broken his Treaty in this Refpeef, a l.i.r Oopartunuy war ikw 
** afforded him to wipe off the Stain of ill Faith,' with which gencrai .Report luil marked him, and 
^ to clear his Charafler bf all Sufpicion. 

“ With this Declaration he feemed well pleafed; and the next Morning gave Oidcrs for all his 
** Troops to be fummoned from the different Qiiartcrs of the Country : No loi ncr were tliey aiilm- 
bled, but 1 bad them indantly muitered beldrc me, when, inllead of finding them to exceed ilna 
“ Nuoibef Ipecified in the Treaty, I found, on the contrary, they rather fell Ibort of it ; upon cii' 
“ quirihg of him the Caufe of this, he informed me, that he did in Reality maintain in hi.s .Strvito 
“ Five thbufand Troops, agreeable to his Treaty, and that the fmall DcHriency wliich appeared upon 
** the prefenc Muller, arofe from fome few being in diftant Parts of ilic Country, who were not .t; 
“ yet come in. He further informed me, that he had fcarcely Occafion for all the Troops he had in 
“ his Service, as a fmaller Number would ferve for his Collcttions, in which Bufinefs they were alone 
“ employed, but that he entertained them merely becaofc that Number was exprcfsly fpecified in lua 
“ Treaty, left he IhoukI be unexpcdtcdly called on by the Vizier to aflift him, when, if his Troops 
“ Ihould be found to be incomplete, it might afford a Pretext for the Vizier’s Difpleafure, He then 
“ proceeded to tell me, that it mull be evident to all, and I muff be fenfible, that tbefe Troops wen; 
” infuffieient for any hoftilc Purpofes, when the Whole Power of the Rohillas had been with Eafo 
“ fubdued by the Vizier and his Ally the Company, and that therefore thofe who acculcd him of 
“ fuch Intentions, at the fame Time accufed him of Infanity, of which his Adions in general would 
“ fufficicntly vindicate him •, that, as for his holding a fccret Correfpondence with Zabita Khan, and 
« others difaffedlcd to the Vizier’s Government, he offered to fwear in the moft folcmn fvlanncr, that 
** fuch Allertions were utterly fallc j and obferved, that they would not bear a ftnft and juft Exami* 
” nation, for that a Correfpondence of that Nature could not benefit him, while it might involve 
“ him in Troubles to his Ruin v it was therefore abfurd to fuppofc he Ihould enter into Connedioni, 
“ which rtiuft inevitably draw on him the Refentmtot of the Vuier, and in conkquence of our Go- 
*' vernment, and in the End, Extirpation from his Country, without the Imalleft Appearance of 


“ Advantage to hinfrfclf. _ , ... ... , 

« After having endeavoured, by every Means in my Power, to difcovcr if he did or did not l«ep 
** up a Corrprpondcnce with any Cbict to the Viziers Government, that could lend him 

« Affillance m Time of Need, and not being able, by the ftrifkeft and moft di tgent Enquiries, to 
« trace any Thing, of the Kind, I alTurcd him. that I was confcious Report had wronpd him, and 
» that he had prcldved every Article of his Treaty inviolate » indeed the Arguments he has offered 
in his Defence, carry great Weight with them, and Ihew a Juftnefs and Deepnefs ot Policy, 
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** from Confidcration far fuperior to that of the Princes of India in general Jf he h^s Md 
“ munication with Zabita Khan, or other Powers that are at Enmity with the V^ier,,^ Iff ^n car- 
“ tied on in fo occult a Manner as to defy Detection, for eyen Us very b ^*v‘**® ’ 

« Accufation home to hint % it is thee^fore bqt juft to fuppofe his own g<Mi^S«^;aq 4 ^Refte^oa . 
« have pointed out to him the Folly of encaging ill Purfuits, to which lie might onve^Jpei^iCOUtted, 

“ and that, ftrongly as he might be inclined to M and alTlft bis dtfperied Couatrymeo, a Conyidlion 
that all his Endeavours wOukJ prove incfFc&uirl of the End propofedg and dray dawn c cttw Ruin 
« on himfclf, has led him to break off aU Connedion with them and tteir P^4 \ * 

No fooner had I cxprclRfd myfclf fatisfied as to the fJnjufttefs^of thc wlipQr^gftptafFy^poiah 
« Khan inftantly informed me, that he had already ouide Appfceation to yw foi^RepOw^xn his 
“ Treaty with the late Vizier, and the Guarantee of the Ctxnpany, lekhoutr ednch he.^(ncd he 
*• could not look upon himfelf as fecure in his prefent PofltflloM. When 1 afltedhua'his Rn(pns for 
** thefe Fears, and for the Earnefttiefe he exprefled to obtain the Guerentteof the Compel^, he. began 
“ to enter into a long Detail of the Vrtier»s A6Hons of late^ and parti.C)tlarly menooned hisiRcfump. 
“ tion pffcvcral Grants made by his Father; and declared, that in fe ftuftoitiog njGwwrninciit as tho, 
“ Vizier’s, in which no Treaty was fegardtsd as ttnding* he was onder cpnum^^W-of.beioaop- 
“ prefied by Violence and Injuftke, and deprived of tbofe Poflfeffions he nofw<heldfajr vir^cof bis, 
“ Treaty ; that his Enemies had raifed thefe Reports with a View to^his Ruin, which open the ^i^ft. 
“ Inveftigation had proved to be falfc and injurious; that from this, the Difpofition of th« Vizier’s 
“ Court in general towards him was obvious ; that it was at all 1 imes in their Power to circulate 
“ Reports of this Nature, and that the Vizier, i^thouit enquiring into Ihe Truth or Fallacy of them, 
“ might, under Pretence of Jufttce, difpoffefs him of his Country ; that the Comowy were the only 
“ Power in which he had Confidence, and which he could look up to for Proteftion; that as they 
“ were the Allies of tfie htt ^zlef Sujth uf Dowlah, they were iri n Manner hound to defend ihc 
‘I Treaty made by him; thlfhe, Fyzoolah Khan, had till lately hdagined his Treaty had been 
« granted to him under the Sanftion of the Company, from Colonel Champion’s, affoing his ^a- 
lurc thereto as a \Vitncfs \ thkt thefcfbre relied upon the crfrtbt Poard » dtc 

“ Reprefentatives of the Company, to effe6kually prevent all Encroachments on the Part of the 
« Vizier, as long as he ftiould be ohfervarKof cirery Condition ftiptdated in his Treaty.vhy allowing 
“ it to be guaranteed in the Marne Of the Company, or by entering ibto a ftparace A^wemeat for hi» 

“ Defence and Proteffion. ,. <-< • 

“ If the Honourable Board have not already given you the provtfionai Powehto grant the Gu»- 
“ rantee of the Company to this Treaty with the Vizier,, you will brpkafed to lUniinit to them my 
Letter, that being made acquainted with the Unjuftneis of the ReporUg and the NabOj^b^a Motiv^ 
“ for foliciting the Guarantee, they may determine on the Propriety of grandj^ or with- 

“ holding it. . i • ■r, , l 

« Agreeable to your InjunftionS, I have avtdded, u much as lay m my Power; giving Fyzoolah 
« Khan any pofitivc Affurances of his Application for the Guarantee of the CaiDfany being comphed 
** with ; though, fronrt his adoring me his Continuance' in his Dominions eorirely decoded on K, »nd 
“ that he Ihould regard a Rcfufal as a ttClt Order fothim to withdraw to fomc other Country, J have 
“ been under the Nccefllty of eMOUVagiitg him with Hopes of Succeft. I requeft you will favour 
“ me with your InftruftionS ofi this Point With aU Haftc, that my Stay here may Hot be loogpr than 
“ what is abfolutcly ncceffary.” - . • • 


And Your Committee find, That Mr; Middleton having communicated the Froceedmgs on this 
Subieft to the Council General at Calcutta, the, Council General, on tbe.joih of March iy7<8,rUPon 
the Motion of the Governor General, approved of his having deputed Mr. Dwaiel Bacwell m Fyzom^ 
Khan, for the Purpofts reprefented In his Letter; and authorized Comply * 

Guarantee to the Treaty fubfifting between the Nabob and him, provitW Hmet with the Nabob s 
Concurrence ; but if <ny Objeflion (hould be made to it, he waa imm^iately to advife the Council 
General on the Subjeft, before he proceeded any further in tbat Negociation — Which Concurrence 
your Committee find was given by the Vizier, and that the Company accordingly became Guaranty 

to the Tachire granted by the Nabob to Fyzoolah Kihan. ^ ■ 

But this Aft of Council did not psfe without Oponfifion ; for Mr. Francis, iB a MuiMe delivered 
at Council, declared, “ that nothing is more notorious, than that the Nabob <if. Oude has no tpo^c 
“ Power in his Dominions than I have.” Mr. Francis difapproved of the whole Proceedmg in veiy 
pointed Terms, and particularly referred it to the Confideration of the Company ; a Copy 
Piocecdings of the 9th of March 1778, Your Committee have thought proper, ipannoEiin the .Ap* 

^^our^^mmittce cannot avoid ftatitig to the- Houfe, a very exUraordinatyGircumftancf. whichj^ 
curred in the Courfc of this Ncgdciationt When Mr; Middleton trinfmitled the Inftrume^ whjeft 
ouaranteed the Treaty, it was figned by himfelf, and fealed with his Seal ; the Nabob 
Rhan reprefented to Mr. Barwcll, that the Guarantee which he had phiefty mquefted,,and on w»ncn 
all his Dependence was placed, by not having the Seal of the Company, was not what he hap iro® 
the Beginning fo.earnettly defircd, and that nothing left .tbart lanewing the Gwvantw, wittt 
toropany’s Seal affixed to h, WouW Cofrviflte him, that in Qlfc of aq Infraftlon of his, f treaty on th« 
Part of the Vizier, he ffiouM be befriended by our Government. ^ . , , 

And Your Committee find, That when Mr. Barwcll reported this Matter to Mr. Middkton.^nc 

9 
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Lctttr oi 
infert in 


V’ ‘1'‘ ''"■'’“'“I I*: “IW in qutition. Ml. L«l, 

PW. f Yow Commits h..c thougnc ncc.tT.ry to inle 

this Place, will fully explain liis Ideas of his own Confequence. 

<><■ the 14th Inftant, acquainting me that Fyioolah Khan had de* 

« cli^ the Accepwnce of the Honourable Company’s Guarantee to his treaty with the Nabob Axbph 
ul Dowlah, under Sanftion you offered it to him ; and incloflng me a Letter from that Chief to 
you on the Subjedt. As I confider the Doubts and Sufpicions Fyzoolah Khan has thought pro- 
pcf to mumreft, and to declare, of my being duly authorized to aft in this Bufincls, as a 

pcrfonai Intuit to cnyle^, and as the higheft Indignity to tht Authority 1 have the Honour to rc- 
prefent j it w therefore incumbent upon me, as well in Jufticc to my own Feelings, as in Support 
** of the public Authority vefted in me, to infill upon his receiving the Guarantee in the Form, and 
under the Sanftion, it has been tranfmitted to him, or upon your putting a Stop to all further 
t* Negociation with him, and immediately withdrawing yourfclf from his Court. I cannot, confidently 
vfitn my Duty and the Dignity of my Employers, affent to any other Alternative j for, to gratify 
** Fytoolah Khan in his prelent Demand, would not only be to deviate from an invariable Prafticc 
of the Service, and tacitly to fubmit to the Infult he has offered to my public Charaftcr, but 
would alfo be admitting a Precedent which might, and certainly would, bo fraught with Confe** 
qucnccs entirely dedruftive of that decifivc Conduft on many Occafions expefted trom me, as well 
as allowing him to diftatc to the Honourable Board, and in faft to arrogate to himfclf, the Rtglit 
« of preferibirig the Terms of their Indulgence. 

I Ihall not pay fo bad a Compliment to the Honour and Integrity of Colonel Champion, as to 
»« yield to the Belief that Fyzoolah Khan would artfully attempt to impofe, of the Coloncrs having 
figned the Treaty with Sujah Dowlah as a Surety on the Behalf ot the Honourable Company > 
«« the Tenor of the Treaty itfclf certainly judifies no fuch Sufpicion *, and if Fyzoolah Khan really 
believed that Colonel Champion’s Signature made the Honourable Company Arbiters between 
him and the Vizier in cafe of Difputcs, why dioukl he for thefe Twelve Months pad, with fuch 
earned Solicitbdc, have been urging me to procure him the Guarantee of the Company f The Truth 
«« is, I do not believe he had even an Idea that the Signature of Colonel Champion, under the Cir- 
cumdanccs it was affixed, in any Refpeft whatever involved the Company. I was upon the Spot 
when that Treaty was concluded, was privy to every Circumdancc regarding it, and I never myfclf 
fuppofed, or heard it fuggeded, that the Company were underftood to be Parties in it. Moreover, 
«« a Man of Fyzoolah Khan’s Cautioulhefs and Knowledge of Bufinefs, had he underdood the Com- 
.pany*s Guarantee to have been annexed to bis Treaty with Sujah Dowlah, cannot be fuppofed to 
«* have foffered, on an Occafioi? of fuch Moment to himfclf, the Omiffion of that Sanftion which alone 
could prove fuch Guarantee, which was in the Nature of Things neceffary thereto, and the never- 
failing Cudom of the Country require ; I mean, the cxpreffing in direft Words, that the Party 
figning bis Name is become Guarantee for himfclf or Principals to the Convention bearing hit 
Signature. 1 cannot therefore admit the Flea upon which Fyzoolah Khan grounds his Exceptions 
‘‘ to the Guarantee now offered him •, nor can I allow the unworthy Infinuations he has thrown out 
agalnd Colonel Champion, to be either decent or judifiablc. I entirely agree with you, that it is 
** highly neceffary for my Honour, to convince Fyzoolah Khan that I have not afted in this Bufineis 
without a legal Sanftion, and I am perluaded you have employed every Argument which the Sub- 
jeft would naturally fugged, to enforce that Conviftion \ but fince thofc have failed, I cannot ap- 
** prove of the Expedient you propofe, nor can I think of foliciting the further Interference of the 
“ Honourable Board in a Matter they have empowered me to conclude, and upon which they have 
‘‘ long ago given me their final Indruftions : I Ihall however duly tranfmit them a Copy of your Letter 
<< and^its Inclofurc 5 and acquainting them with the Steps I have taken in confequence, l^avc it to 
them to porfuc fuch further Mcafurcs as to their Judgment ihall feem meet. In the niean Time, 
I think it neceffary toobferve, that you will by no Means wait for the Receipt of my Anfwer frorn 
the Honourable Board, but immediately deliver to Fyzoolah the accompanying Letter (a Copy of 
which for your Perufal is alfo inclofed) requiring an explicit Anfwer from him. Whether he will 
or will not accept the Guarantee as already tranfmitted to you, and lodge with you a Counterpart 
of the Vizier’s Treaty as fentfrom hence? and in calc of his Non-compliance, return with all pof- 

fible Expedition.” 

Your Committee obferve, That on the Conclufion of this Negociation, Fyzoolah Khan paid a 
Lack of Rupees to the Vizier, as an Acknowledgment to ^"1. ». Pf<<«itcd a ^ 

■Rupies to the Company, as a Teftimony of his Gratitude for the Obligation he had 
the^mpany by their Guarantee.— Mr. Francis objefted to the Acceptance of the Lack of 
^ it beneath the Dignity of their Government to accept it, and that it 

e Into K Jc. , bu. .he Majony of .he Council ,e,e of . 

^( proper to inferi in the Appendix, N* z, inc iocttcrs micncu e t 


Improper 
SsL. Com. Rep. Vlll. 



[ *0 ] 

May 1778, and the Council General’s Proceedings thereupon, exc«t AicH as are herein before infcrt- 
ed, and allb Extrafts from the Secret Letters from Bengal, of the 20th of March and letri 
May 1778. ^ 

Your Committee find, That Mr. Middleton, the Refiderst at Oude, in his Letter of the 5th of Dc. 
eember 1778 to the Goverftor General and Council, informs them, That on the Rupture with 
France he h,ul fuggefted to Fyzoolah Khan, the Loan of Two thoufand Horfc, to ferve under the 
Company's Orders during the Continuance of the War ; and with a great Degree of Satisfadion he 
acquaints them, that he had received from Fyzodah Khan a formal Offer of the Affidance fuggefted 
to him, and that this Offer was madc'without any apparent KeluAance oa his Part, or the Imallcft 
Efforts on Mr. Middleton’s Part, incompatible with the Dignity of the Company $ that on the con- 
trary, Fy20olah Khan received the Propofttion ‘through his Yacquecl at the Court of Oude with an 
apparent Satisfaflion, that convinced him that he was not only pleafed, but highly flattered with the 
Idea of fo clofe an Union of Intcrcfts as this Meafure muft ncceflarily eftablilh between him and the 
Company. Appendix N* 3. 

Your Committee having perufed the Letter from the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan to Mr. Middleton, 
upon that Subje»ll, and by him tranfmitted in the abovetnentioned Letter to the Governor General 
and Council, think it neceffary to infert it in this Place. 

“ I learn that War has broke out between the illuflrtous Englifh Chiefs and the Chief of the 
** French Nation. I have no Connexion with any Perfon in the World, except the Honourable 
“ Englilh Company and the Gentlemen of the illuftrbus Council, and confider the Friends of the 
” Honourable Englifh Company as my Friends, and their Enemies in like Manner as mine. It i» 
“ my Wilh to perform furh Services to the Honourable Company as may be a convincing Proof, to 
« all the Englifh Chiefs, of the Sincerity of my Attachment, and that the Warmth of my Zeal to 
« execute their Pleafure, is the firfl Wifh of my Heart j and I regard my Profperity or Adverfity as 
« infeparably attached to their Fortune. In this Portion of Land which I eiyoy through the 
“ Bounty of the Englifli Chiefs, I am fixed fccurcly, and am thankful for their Kindnefs to me, 
the Acknowledgment of which is my conftant Employment as well by Night as by Day. Amongft 
the Five thoufand good I'ruops which 1 retain in my Service agreeably to Treaty, are a, 000 
Cavalry, which fhall be fent to the Prefence without Delay or Excufe whatfoever, wnenever they 
“ .11 e dcfired : Should it be the Pleafure of the Englilh Chirfs to keep them with themfelves, under 
“ their own Command, they fhall, by the Bleffing of God, remain with them agreeable to their 
*• Wi(h, and be employed on any Service they may think proper to direft them. 

“ As long as I live I will not deviate a Hair’s Breadth from the Duties of Fidelity and Obedience 
“ to the Englifh Chiefs ; of this being perfeftly affured, let me frequently experience the Pleafure 
” of hearing from you.” 


And Your Committee find, That on the 28th of December 1778 (Appendix, N* 2.) the Council 
General of Bengal agree, not only to accept the Offer of 2,000 Horfc from Fyzoolah Khan, but they 
(Icfirc him to hold them in Readinefs for any Service that may be required j and at the fame Time 
they return him the Thanks of the Council for this Mark of his faithful Attachment to the Com- 
pany ; and the Governor General was requefted, by the Council, to write to Fyzoolah Khan j which 
he accordingly did on the 8th of January 1779, ** follows ; 

“ I have been favoured with your Letter, offering a Body of a, 000 Horfc for the Service of the 
“ Company ; and in my own Name and that of the Board return you our warmeft Thanks for this 
** Inllance of your faithful Attachment to the Company and Englilh Nation. We accept with 
“ Pleafuie of your Offer, and requeft that you will keep the Horfe in Readinefs for any Service that 
‘‘ we may have Occalion to require of them. Knowing me anxious for your Welfare, let me fro- 
“ quenily haVc the Pleafure to hear from you.” 


And Your Committee find. That before the Refolutbn of the Council was known, the Refidcnt 
wrote to the Council General on the 26th of December 1778, as follows : ^ 


“ I have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, upon an Application made 
“ him by Lieutenant Colonel Muir, very readily furoilhed him with 500 of his bell Cavalry.’*. 


And in his Letter to the Council General of the 26th of January 1779, writes, 

“ It affords me particular Satisfaflion to find that the Honourable Board'a Wilhes, relbe&iag 
a Part of this Force, have been anticipated, as they will have learnt, from my Addrefsof ine agd 
“ of December, that a Body of 500 Horfe was fent by Fyzoolah Khan to the AlManceof Lieu*, 
tenant Colonel Muir, in repelling the late Invafion of the Seiclts.’* 

And Your Committee further find. That the Council General of Bengal, in their Letmr to the Courx 
of Diredors of the ill of February 1779, give the following Account of this Tranfadtons 

« We lately received Intelligence, that fcveral Parties of the Sticks had crolftd the Gingesi eft- 
*• tered Rohilcund, and begun to commit Depredations in that Country, but they were ^n re- 
pulfed by fomc fmall Bodies of the temporary Brigade^ hnmadMtellri detached to the Gauts fee 
“ that Purpofc, 

We 
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•* Fy*wUh*^K&,'on French * 

“ fliould be always wady fw the S«yi« °* *,ooo Cavaby. which 

•* and therefore requefted the Aid of fucb Part of it asT/ 7 n ^ demanded, 

u Qeirlt^ We h»ve rke* PU-af.,* .. • ^ coulci immediately fparc to repel the 

“ Men who marched to ioin a V° y”.“> **’*' without Hcfitation or Delay, fupplied 500 

Men, who maichcd to jom and co-operate with the Forces employed on that Service." 

If hT^to h^vimL^R^ 'V’'^ Correfpondcnce, a Letter from Fyaoolah 

t »t, Aff e ^ *wa Sing, that dticnbes not only the Manner by which he w.w prevailed 
^ ^ A \r ^ j^iOOO Horfe, but alfo his keadinefs to carry it into Execution^ under certain 

Reftnaions j and alio a Letter from him to the Governor General, defcriptive of his own Situation j 
Your Commiuce have thought proper to infert the fame in this Place. 


Copy of a Letter from Fyzoolah Khan to his Vackcel, Bucktawa Sing. 

** Every one of the Engliih Gentlemen and Officers of the Army rcfiding in this Quarter, write 
to me retpeftmg the Bufinefs in Hand, and other Matters, as it feems beft to him. If I comply 
with every Thing which each of them writes or fays to me, they arc pleafed j if I aft otherwife, 
they arc angry, and fhew their Refentment by Accufation and falfc Charges againft me: In this 
‘‘ Dilemma, I know not how to aft. Do you reprefent thefo Matters to the Governor, and (late to 
“ him, that I can aft under the Orders of One Peribn, but not undtr a Number ; and write me 
** Word, what Anfwcr he gives. Further, prevail on the Governor to write me a Letter with the Name 
“ of the Gentleman I am to attend to, and fend it to me, that 1 may aft accordingly, and dii'regarding 
the Orders of every one who chufes to direft me, may not trouble myrelt whether they arc 
anary or pleafed. 

‘‘ Mr. Middleton wrote me, that a War had broke out betwecti the Englifti and French, and 
defired that I would fend him a l.ettcr agreeable to a Draft he inclofcd mcj and 1 accordingly 
«« wrote to him and the Governor agreeable to the Draft, the Contents of which you may learn from 
a Copy of it. The Cafe is, that my Horfe arc ready to go any where, and upon any Service they 
may be defired, and will aft with Vigour and Spirit on all Occafions \ but they will not learn thfc 
Englifli Exercife, or be fubjeft to the Subaltern Officers of the Army. Inch as Adjutants, 
&c. Make a Reprefentation of this Matter, which is highly neceflTary j for fhould they be ex- 
** pefted at the Time of Aftion to perform the Englifli Exercife, it would cccafioii a Difappointment, 
•* which would be very improper.” 


Copy of a Letter from Fyzoolah Khan to the Governor Genera). 


“ I have been honoured by your very friendly Letter, under Date the 20th of Rubbe Aflanle 
(17th May) which aPbrclcd me the utmolt Plcafurc: In your Favour 1 know mv Happinefs to 
“ depend, and to that I conftancly look, and pray for the Incrcafe of your Power and Kic hes. You 
“ muft well know, that 1 hold no Conneftibn with any one but yourfclf, and that I confidcr the 
“ Succefs of my Affairs as entirely dependent on your Kindnefs. The gracious Orders you were 
« pleafed to fend me, to tranfaft all my Aft'airs through the Rc(ident at Lucknow, I regard as a 
« ftriking inftance of your Friendihip j and by the Blelfing of <,iod, I fhall invariably conduft 
“ myfcir agreeably thereto ; and I am hopeful, that fhould other Gentlemen, in confequcncc of my 
not (bficring them to meddle with my Affairs, be dil pleafed, and write you any 1 hing to my Prc* 
** Judice, you will regard it as proceeding folely from Difappointment of their felHfh Vicw.s, 

“ Regarding me as fubmiflive on all Occafions to your Pleafurc, and firmly attached to you, I 
“ fiopc for the Continuance of your Favour. For further Particulars, I beg Leave to refer you to 
“ my Vackee), Roy Buckuwa Sing.” 


Your Committee having examined the Bengal Secret Confultations of the 30th of Oftober * 7 ^^ 
find therein, a Copy of a Letter from Brigadier General Stibbert to the Governor J^'’<^''al and 
Council of Bengal, dated Fort William, 28th Oftober 1780-, in which is the lollowing PafTage : 

I prefume, that on a Perufal of the Major’s Letter, the Necefllty of preffing both the Vizier and 
« FysooUh Khan to coBtribuie efledually to the Proteftion of the Rohilcund, will not fail to appear 
** to the Board.” ^ 

Tht UtKf ™«itk)n.d .s .bo«, .p(>e»., by cbe abwt Confoka^s, to '’'“S 

Brifeo»l.kMen«itGcnCTal Sir Eyre Cook, dated Dataoagot, Oaober ift lySo, an Extraftof 

whi^ » asidllows : 
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** iverc. Rationed here with Colonel Muir, befides a Body of the Nabob f yzoolah Khan's Cavaky j 
“ and they were well employed, and had enopgh to do in prote^ing the Country from Invafion. 

The Command is greatly reduced. One Battalion taken away, and Fyzoolah Khan has not afforded 
“ more than 500 Men fince^ I have been here, which is a gr^at deal too fmail a Force from him, as 
“ I acquainted you in my former Letters, Two Battalions was too fmail a Command to defend 

Rohilcund from Invafton. 1 want a large Detachment from the Nabob. 

“ I underflood you intended ordering the Nabob to furniih 1,500 Men when you recalled the 
" Battalion •, and it is abfolutely neceflary that he fbould, as they arc very much wanted on the 
“ Frontier Stations, where I have my Detachment. 

“ I hope to be honoured with your Direftions relative to Fyzoolah Khan’s Troops, foon as con- 
“ venient ; I wait the Honour of your InftruAlons.” 

On the ad Day of November 1780, the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Depart- 
ment, agreed, “ That the Governor General be requefted to write to the Nabob Vizier, recommend- 

“ ing to him to require from Fyzoolah Khan the Quota of Troops ftipulated by Treaty to be 

“ furnilhed by the latter for his Service, being Five thoufand Horfe, to be put under the immediate 
“ Command of Lieutenant Colonel Muir, commanding at Futty Ghur.” 

In confequence of which, the Governor General, on the fame Day, writes to the Nabob Vizier 
defiring him to require from Fyzoolah Khan the Quota of Troops flipulated by Treaty to be 

furnifhed by the latter for his Service, being Five thoufand Horfe^ to be put under the immediate 

Command of Lieutenant Colonel Muir, commanding the Detachment at Futty Ghur. 

The Governor General and Council, in their Secret Letter to the Court of Direflors, of the 29th 
of November 1780, Paragraph 36, thus fay } 

“ We have alfo flrongly recommended to the Nabob Vizier to require from Fyzoolah Khan the 
“ Quota of Troops confifl^ng of Five thoufand liorfe^ flipulated by Treaty to be furnilhed by the 
“ latter j and we do not doubt of his ready Obedience to the Requifition.” 

The Nabob Vizier having received the Governor General’s Letter, he wrote to Fyzoolah Khan ac- 
cordingly, and received his Anfwer thereto which Letter and Anfwer, with other Papers, were lent 
as Enclofures in Letters from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, and were read in the Secret 
Council the 15th of February 1781, and are as follows : 


Copy. Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General; 

dated zifl January 1781. 

“ I have been honoured by the Receipt of Two Letters from you, defiring me to write to the 
Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, to lofe no Time in fending to Colonel Muir, the Commanding Officer at 
“ Futty Ghur, Five thoufand Horfe, agreeable to his Engagement with me. As I am from my Heart at- 
“ tached to the Englifh Company, to you, and to the ^ntlcmen of the Council, therefore, knowing 
“ this Matter to be necefTary, I wrote to Fyzoolah Khan, direfling him to fend the Five thoufand 
“ Horfe to Colonel Muir. A Copy of that Letter I now enclofe for your Information, and Copies 
likewife of all the Engagements entered into by the late Nabob, and by me, with Fyzoolah Khan 
“ (although you mofl likely hat?l got Copies;) from thofe you will learn all the Particulars of his 
“ Engagement. I, who am from my Heart attached to the Company, and to you, am ready in all 
*<■ Times of Need ; and it is necelTary that the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan fbould fend, without Delay, the 
“ Five thoufand Horfe. Should he mention any Thing of the Tenor of the Treaty, the firft Breach of 
“ it has been committed by him, in keeping up more Men than allowed of by the Treaty : 1 have 
accordingly fent a Perfon to fettle that Point alfo. In cafe he fbould mention to me any Thing re- 
“ fpefling the Treaty, I will then reproach him with having kept up too many Troops, and will 
“ oblige him to fend the Five thoufand Horfe for if, when the Company’s Affairs, on which my 
“ Honour depends, require it, Fyzoolah Khan will not lend his AfTiflance, what Ufc is there to con- 
tinue tjie Country to him ? I therefore write for the Information, that in cafe of an/ Delays on 
the Part of Fyzoolah Khan, 1 will fettle the Company’s Matters with him.” 


Copy. Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Nabob Fyzoolah ; 
fent as an Enclofure in ||)e above Letter. 

*< The ancient and firm Friendfbip fubfifting between me and the Company, and the Nabob 
** Amaud ul Dowlah, Governor General, Mr. Haftings, Jolladut Jung, is well known to be on fuch 
“ intimate Terms, that I cojifider all the Company’s Concerns the fatne as my own ; between me 
** and you likewife there is a Friendfbip, with equal Connexion and Similarity of Inteitft. At this 
« Time, that Affiftance is required for the Company’s Army, 1 have received a Letter from the 
Nabob Governor, dire£ling me to call upon you for Five thoufand Horfe, to be ftationed wifh 
" Colonel Muir, who commands the Englilb Troops at Futty Ghur, and to be eniployed for the 

« Company s 
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4* Company s Service as he (hall think proper. I therefore write, that you, without Delay, fend Ftv 4 
4‘ Herfe to Colonel Muir, that they may afl for the Company as he lhall tlired ♦, this will 

give Incrcafc to our Friendihip, and Satisfaftion to the Nabob Governor. I am from my Heart 
ready to exert myfclf for the Company*s Intercfts, and it is neceflary that you hkcwilc unite 
yourfclf to them. Let there be no Delay in this, but fend the Five thoufand Horfe to Colonel Muir 
4‘ with all Expedition.” 


Copy. Tranrtation of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General. 

** I cnclofe the Original of the Anfwcr which Fyzoolah Khan has fent to the Letter which, agree- 
able to the Orders, I wrote to him, requiring Five thoufand Ihrfe to be fent to Colonel Muir. My 
« Connexion in all the Company’s Interefts, and my Rcfolucion to remain connefted, has been often 
« made known to you \ that to the Rifle of my Life and Pofleflions will exert myfelt tor their In- 
terefts \ will now write to the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, and wake him atl as you pall order me. 
From the Diftance between us, a long Time is loft in fending Letters and receiving the Aniwers, 
but 1 hope the Anfwers to my Letters on Points of this Importance will be fent 'fcich all Expedi- 
“ lion, and that I may be informed of all your Sentiments on thefe Matters, that 1 may execute them 
accordingly.” 
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Copy, Tranflation of a Letter from Fyzoolah Khan to the Nabob Vizier. 

** I have been honoured by the Receipt of your gracious Letter, and underftood the Contents, 
You mention, that between your Highnefs and the Company, and the Nabob Governor Mr. Haft, 
ines, and the Gentlemen of Council, there is no Diftinftion, but all the Affairs and Concerns 
on both Sides, which may occur, arc the fame ; and that you arc fo favourably and amicably in- 
clined towards me, that the Interefts of your Highnefs’s Circar and mine are the umc •, that at 
this Time, wh^n the viftorious Army of the Company is engaged on all Sides, it is incumbent on 
me to furnifli Affiftance, and that on this Subjeft you have iikcwife received a Letter frorn the 
Nabob Governor, direfting you to write to me about the fending a Body of Horic to join Colonel 
Muir, who commands the Englilh Troops at Futty Ghur, and about the ordering them to cm- 
ploy thcmfelves in the Company’s Service, according to the Colonel s Orders ; 1 he Contents of 
this^ convinced me of your Favour and Affedion lor me j in Return for which, may the Almighty 
grant you his Proteftion. The Cafe is this, that in the whole World 1 have no Connedion with 
any Power, except your Highnefs’s Houfe and the Nabob Governor, and confidcr my who c AiU 
vantage and Happinefs in giving Satisfaftion to your Family, and to the Honourable 1^ 
Smen- and in confeq.cnce%f that, I am at all Times ready to perform your requil.tc 

?k'is"well known that Five thoufand Men have been allowed me, and the Anignments made 
for their ExpenSs fm^ the Tim^ of the Treaty of Loll-Dong, thefe confift oi f^o thoufand florfi 

Sm’.;, Brite, mS/uo; 

very in the Service of the Coimpany. Colleaions can never be made in 'J ime ; accord- 

Concerns of my Jaghire, and without Calbypore, Roderpore, and the otlitr 

ingly, very lately, in the *^®^^** , Bhokfa Calls Uo rcfide under the Protedlion of the 

Hill People, and Rebels “ Hnftilities and I at the Defire of your Highnds’s Naib, 

impenetrable Junghill on the Hills, of Foot, and fettled the Affairs of thefe 

on Account of our l-./oj jiJ there was no Ncccflity for my mentioning 

•Mahals., doubtlcfs you Highnefs, and of th; Nabob Governor, 

it. In fhort, that I am obedient “ ^ot vary a Hand’s Bieadth fiom them •. 

kL. v.kc.i . 

Prcfencc.” 


• L' (•ntered in the above Confultation, fays. 

After .hirh the Governor Get.er.1, to tt ^ ,f U, 

It appearing from the above, t dnitilah and him to V’hich the Honourable Company 

Part of the Treaty between the late Nabob < uja * j to furnijh the fipulated Number of Troops 

« were Guarantees, and upon which ho d the lafire granted to himP , 

H which he is obliged to furnifh on the Condition by which be^boias tn j i 

Sel. Cum. Rep* VIU; 



t *+ ] 

Upon >vhich the Governor General moved, That a Deputation be irnmedintely rfecOmmcndcd to 
" be fent to him from the Nabob Vizier, accompanied by an Agent from Mr. Middleton in Behalf 
of this Government as Guarantees, and that, in the I’refence of proper Witneffes, they do unitedly 
** infift upon the following Claufe : _ . , . 

“ That he (hall confider the Vizier’s Friends as his Friends, and all his Enemies as his oWn •, that 
with whomfoever the Vizier (hall declare War, Fyzoolah Khan ftiall join with his Army Two or 
« Three thoufand Men, to the utmoft of his Ability i and that if the Vizier marches againft any 
“ Enemy -in Perfon, he lhall then bring his whole Army to join, him \ and if he is unable to join him, 
“ becaufc the Number of 5,000 Men, to which his Standing Army is' limited, are too few, in Inch Cafe 
“ he lhall have- Leave to raife 4,000 more, that he may then join him with a fufiicient Force, and 
“ thefe Expenccs lhall be defrayed.” 

“ Demand immediate Delivery of 3,000 Cavalry^ and if be fheuld evade or refufe Compliance^ that the 
“ Deputies fhall deliver him a formal Protejl againft him, for Breach of treaty % and return, making 
“ their Report to the Vizier, which Mr, Middleton is to tranfmit to the Bo#d. 

“ In the Cafe of Compliance of Fyzoolah Khan, by the Delivery of the Horfe required, Mr. Mid- 
“ dlcton fliould be direfted to cftablilh fome Mode of fecuring a Fund for the regular Payment of 
“ them, that they may not, from want of Pay, become troublefome inllead of ufeful, or the Company 
“ run the Rilk of being involved by the Neceffity of making Advances to them.” ' 

Which Motion of the Governor General’s was ordered accordingly v and Inllrudlions were fent to 
Mr. Middleton, the Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court, to the EfFcft abovemenUoned -, and the Governor 
General and Council, in their Secret Letter to the Court of Diredlors, of the 27th of April 1781, advife 
them of their Proceedings refpefting Fyzoolah Khan, in the fame Terms as are exprefled in the In* 
ftrudtions to Mr. Middleton. 

And Your Committee having perufed the Bengal Secret Confultations of the 4th of June 178 r, 
find therein Two Letters from Mr, Nathaniel Middleton to the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal, dated at Lucknow, the 13th of April and the 5th of May 1781, with fcveral Enclofures ; 
and as the above Letters, with the Enclofures, contain a full Account of the Million to Fyzoolah 
Khan, in confequence of the above IndruftionS} Your Committee thought they could not better ex* 
plain that Tranfadlion, than by inferting the fame in this Place. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal} dated Lucknow, 13th April 1781. 

Having, agreeably to your Inftrudlions, propofed to the Vizier, that a Deputation /hould be 
« fent to the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, to demand the ftipulatcd Number of Troops which he is en- 
“ by Treaty to furnilh at his Excellency’s Summons, but which, on a former Application, he 

“ had evaded complying with •, and informed the Nabob, that I Ihould appoint Mr. Richard John- 
“ fon, my Head AlTiftant, to accompany the Agent he might fele^l for the Execution of this Commif- 
“ fion, in Behalf of the Englilh Government, as Guarantees to the Treaty fubfifting between him 
“ and Fyzoolah Khan } his Excellency thought proper to give his Nomination alfo to Mr. Johnfon ; 
“ who accordingly left Lucknow the a6th ultimo, with a Copy of the Inftruftions I was honoured 

“ with from the Board for his Guidance. t l r 

« 1 have the Honour to lay before you, a Copy of the Vizier’s and my Letters to Mr, Johnlon 
“ and the Nabob Fyz iolah Khan, on the above Subje^} and 1 lhall not fail to communicate to your 
“ Honourable Board the earlicft Information of the Rcfult of this Miflion, thit you may adopt fuch 
“ lurthcr Meafurcs as you may deem expedient.” 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to the Governor General and Council 

of Bengal } dated the 5th of May 1781. 

« In my Addrefs of the 13th April, I did myfelf. the Honour to inform you, that in Obedience 
” CO your Orders of the 15th February, I had deputed Mr. Richard Johnfon, my Head Afliftant, to 
» Rampore, the Capital of Fyzoolah Khan, and that the Vizier had likewifc appointed that Gen- 
“ tleman 011 his Behalf. 

“ I have now the Honour of laying before you. Copies of the Letters written to me by Mn 
“ Johnfon during this Miflion, with a compleat Account of his Proceedings, ending with the Proteft 
“ which he found himfelf obliged to make upon the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan’s Refufal to grant the 
“ •Three thoufand Cavalry demanded by the Vizier. , 

“ 't he Nabob Vizier has on his Behalf written to the Governor General on this Subject-, upon 
“ which there remains nothing for me to add, having, as I truft, executed the Commands 1 was 
honoured with. It now refts with the Board to take fuch Meafurcs as they may deem fit, to bring 
the Matter to a Conclufion.” ' 


3 


The 
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th. ftllowing L«lm we« fe„, „ Enctafi.™ i„ ,hc .b«„ U.Kr of .l,o j,h M., ,,U. 

Copy of . Lntor from ,1 k Nabob Viii„ „ ,ho Nabob FyaooUh Khan | 
dated the i8th Rubbee Ulawul 1195. 

.. L'''vC‘iro«'SSrrilIirr t -a. baforo mado frOri 

:: fe'xrizt r- b"Mr! 

Vice or tne COfTipan]r) and to give him Satisfaftion/* 


Copy of a toiibCter from Mr. Middleton to the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan ; 
dated 3Dth Rubbee Ulawul* 

** * letter was written to you by his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, agreeable to the 

** Direftions of the Governor General, refpefting Five ihoufand Horfe (I'ooclc Sawars) for the Com* 
** pany Service j in Anfwcr to that, you mention Two thouland Horfe (SaWars) which appears to 
** his Highnels the Governor General to be contrary to the Terms of the I'rcaty, and to be an 
“ EvaHon on your Part : The Governor General and Gentlemen of the Council have therefore, after 
** mature Coi\ 0 dcration, been pleafed to Qfder, that a Perfon of Trull be lent from hence to you, td 
•• explain and adjuft this Breach of Treaty j accordingly Mr, Richard Johnlon has been deputed to 
** you on the Part of his .Excellency and on mine j he will acquaint you with all ParticulaiSi and 
‘‘ will receive your Anfwcn” 
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Copy of a Letter from Nir. johnfon to Mr. Middleton j dated Rampore irt April lyftt. 

** I have now the Honour to inform you of my fafe Arrival here : I have been received with ever/ 
becoming Attention, from which, arguing upon the Opinion I have imbibed from the Informations • 
1 gathered at Berelly, I am unwilling to draw any favourable or flattering Inferences relatively to 
the Objc( 5 t of my Mifllon •, however, without prefaging, as the Event is fo near, I fliall content 
myfclf with informing you, that having received the Vifitof Ceremony this Morning, To-morrow 
Evening is fixed upon for returning it, when I Ihall deliver my Credentials; and appoint a Time for 
the further Difeuflion of what I have to fay •, in the mean Time I beg Leave to trouble you with 
Information of fuch Circumftanccs as have comc'to my Kno\S'Iedge by being upon the Spot, and 
are relative to the prefent BuGnefs. 

“ ST&tf Jagbire itfelf is, what the fVhole of Robiltund was, under the Government of the Rohillas, a 
Garden without an uncultivated Spot j and at the Time that it was afligned, under certain Stipula- 
tions, to Fyzoolah Khan, as an Income of 14,75,000 Berelly Rupees, it yielded a Revenue of 
between Twenty and Thirty Lacks, but as he h^mfelf was the ChDOlcr, fo he was the Appraifer; 
none of the Vizier’s or our People at that Time knowing, or having had Opportunity to know, any 
Thing of the Value in Detail of the Rohilla Lands; fo that this Chief, from receiving and 
collcdting about Three Lacks under his Countrymen, was raifed to Ten Times his then Condition, 
Power, ‘ 4 nd Wealth, by being defeated by the Englifh. However, that Piece of I.uck is out of the 
queftion, while the Fraud of the miftated and concealed Value of the Jaghire is more deferving 
of Notice ; and fo far did the Artifice and Cunning of Fyzoolah Khan carry him, that, to hide the 
Overplus, he complained that his Jaghire did not yield the Amount for which it was granted i 
and in Confidcration of this Complaint, received an Order upon the Aumil of Rohilcimd, for an 
annual Payment of Four thoufand Rupees : Not even fatisfied with this, he again complained, that 
he had not fulRcienl Influence with the Aumil to obtain regular Payment, and ihcrefoie requefled 
to have Lands granted him for the Amount which being alfo acquiefeed in,, he found Means to 
get Lands for d'ouble the Sum. The Aumil, at this Moment, receives Credit, or a Dediiftion 
from the Circar for 4,000 Rupees, whilft he gives the Farmer of the Pergunnah from which 
thefe Lands are fevered, Deduftion for 8,000 Rupees; and what is mure rc.n.arkablc is. that 
the Allowance for a Deficiency is continued while a public Treaty cxifls, giving up the Sur|)lus 
Revenues of the Jaghire to Fyzoolah Khan. And here it may be proper to explain, that the 1 reaty 
for giving him up the Excels of the Collcftions above the flipulatcd Revenues, granted to 

ryzooUh 
of Cultiva 
Fyzoolah ! 

Treaty is therefore of itfelf null. ^ , r r ir ^ n. 

« No? is the orignal Treaty to which the Englifh are Guarantees left trefpafli d upon ; one mod 
pointed Part bang, that no one Man more than 5,000 Rohill.as fli.ill be all )wcd to rrn.aut 
on this Side of thc^Ganges; whereas, at this Mompnt there arc not left than 70,000 Rohilla 
SoWicj;^ in the Diflrid of Rampore alone, to fay nothing of the immenfe Numbers 
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Clent^h, Atnoah, &c. which latter it is not fo much in Fyzoolah Khan’s Power to pievcm. Urjo^ 
this Claufc the Grant runs, and' is of courfe lorfcited. ’ 

I have thought it incumbent upon me to furnilh you and his Excellency the Vizier with th' 
*< Information, authenticated from the Spot, that the Parties qi^y know the* rerpeftive Ground thev 
** Hand upon. ^ 

** 1 lhall do myfelf the Honour of addrefling you again after my next Meeting. 

“ P. S. I may add to the above Information, a Remark, that .could not fail Rriking me the Mo- 
ment I entered this Country, that it will be but a fmall Lofs indeed (hould the Nabob continue 
to refufe the Cavalry demanded of him > for in the Courfe pf my Life, | have never feen or 
** heard of any Thing Icfs like a Trooper or .a Soldier, than is fo called Cav/^ or Infantry.'* 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Johofon to Mr. Mi^eton. 

I had Yefterday the Meeting mentioned in my laft Addrcls to yoU, when I delivered my Cre- 
dentials from you and his Excellency the Vizier •, and this Morning was appointed for the Ex- 
“ planation of what I further had to fay. The Nabob Fyzoolah Khan came to my Tents $ our Con- 
verfation, to my no fmall Aftonifliment, was fhort to a Degree, for 1 had no fooner dated the 
Claim for 3,000 Cavalry, to which I was to require his Anfvyer, than he gave me a flat Refufal 
“ which he told me he meant to abide by j and having repeated my Queftion, oaring hitfl Time to 
“ confider upon his Reply, as I was in no Hurry, he declined the tendered Dday, repeating his abfo» 
lute Refufal. . ^ 

“ I therefore had no Option *, but, in Compliance with the Orders of the Board, received through 
** you, I drew and delivered him my Proteft, witnelTcd by Major Balfour^ who came with me from 
«* Berelly for that Purpofe, and by Mir Mahomed Huflcin, who wrote the Paper, an authentic 
Copy of which, in the Hand Writing of the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan’s own Moonfhee, I have 
the Honour herewith to tranfmit to you, together with a Memorandum of a palliative Offer 
“ made by the Nabob, as he faid conformably with the Treaty, which I put down at his particular 
Defirc, but othcrwil'c ufclcfs, as my Orders were not to receive any Palliation, but a Negative or 
5 * Affirmative. 

“ Having nothing further to do here, I lhall proceed To»morrow Morning with the utmoft Dif- 
patch for Lucknow.” 


A Copy of the Tranflation of the Proteft mentioned in the above Letter. 

“ Having, agreeably to the Orders of the Honourable Governor General and Council, under 
“ Date the 15th February 1781, and the confequent Commiffioni jf the Nabob Vizier, and Na- 
“ thanicl Middleton, Efquire, demanded from the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan to deliver to the Englifh, 
“ in Conformity to the Treaty and Treaties preceding this Date, by which he holds bis Jaghirc, 
a Body of Three thoufand Cavalry, to be employed whenever the Exigencies of the Service may 
require \ and alfo, conformably to the above-mentioned Orders, having further demanded AlTcts 
“ for the Payment of fuch T roops ; 

“ The Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, in Reply, agreed, that he would, in Compliance with the Demand, 
“ and in Conformity to the Treaty, which fpecified no definite Number of Cavalry or Infantry, 
« only expreffing Troops, furnilh 3,000 Men^ viz. he would, in Addition to the i, 00b Cavalry 
“ already granted, give 1,000 more when and wberefoever required, and 1,000 Foot — That with 
“ regard to Pay, he would give the Whole 3,000 One Year’s Pay in Advance^ and if the Exigences 
of the War Ihould require their Abfence for a longer Time, he would furnilh Mr. Middleton, or 
“ whomfoever may be properly authorized to receive it at Lucknow, further Funds for the Con- 
tinuance of the Pay of the faid 3,000 Men, as long as the Duration of the War might rc- 
” quire it.” 


ICopy. Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Mr; Haftings. 

** 1 once before had the Honour to addrefs you upon the Sdbjetft of Fyzoolah Khan, Hating the 
“ Injury and Irregularity in the Management of the Provinces bordering upon Katnpore, arifing 
“ from that Chief having the uncontrolled Dominion of that Diftrift. I allb before repreftnted 
“ to you, his Refufal of your Firft Demand, through me, for Cavalry $ and I learn, by Letters from 
“ Mr. Johnfon, whom I lately deputed, in confe^uence of your and the Board’s Defire, lo aulhcnti- 
« cate the Anlwer from Fyzoolah Khan, that he* has again repeated that Refufal, in dircA Breach of 
“ the Treaty : It would therefore now Icem no more than juft, intirely to relume the Grant, and 
** leave the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan to join his other faithlel's Brethren that were acrofs the 

** Ganges i but knowing the great Lenity and Delicacy with which you treat even tbofe who offend 
** you, and willing that a Treaty to which the Englifli arc Guarantees, Ihould, even when broken* 
** bear Marks of the honoured Stamp it has once received \ I propofe to Hop the Evil fii;ft above 

a <e giiudcd 
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« alluded to, that the Lands be refumcd, and the Amount ftipulated in the original Treat/ bbj 
** thWHigh the Mrouwon of the Englifli, continued in ready Money Payment from the Treafury, 
«* under the. Deductions alfb ftipulated in the Treaty for the furnifliing a Body of Troops from 
»• Three to Five thoufand, which, at the Rate of their own eftabliftied Pay, I (hall be very hyjpy 
•» to fee transferred to the Englilh, to affift further in defraying the Charges of the prefcnt War i 
“ and I may fafely prefume, that the Money will be of much more Ufe than fuch Troops, by 
»» what I have fecn of them myfelf— an Opinion now ftrongly confirmed in Mr. Johnfon*s Letter. 

A Treaty broken in One Inftance need not require proving a Second to render it null, or I 
« might inform you, that the fundamental Claufe upon which the Grant turns, which is, that not 
, t‘ One Rohilla above 5,000 lhall be permitted to remain on this Side the Ganges, has conftantly 
•* been from the Firft, and continues to the prefent Moment, infringed in the exiremeft Degree, by 
«‘ the Multitude of that Caft now in Rampore and Rohilcund. 

“ I truft ybu will allb ^ink, that whatever Fyzoolah Khan’s private Feelings, as a Man ever 
« fond of being vefted wim Power, may fuggeft, that in taCl changing his Jaghire for a Penfion, 
** received through the Medium of the Englifh, muft, in Keafon and Fadf, be an Advantage to 
•* him in point of Money, as it is cleared of the Deduction of Charges of Collections, which he 
« muft now incur by holding Lands as the Medium and Mode of receiving his ftipulated 
“ i 4 > 75 »ooo Rupees ; and as for any Surplus Money he may collcCt above that Amount, he never 
“ can legally hold forth his Right to it, for the Treaty granting him Towfier will in no Shape 
fopport ^ as it is proved to Demonftration, that his Excefs of Collections, inftcad of arifing from 
«♦ an incrcaM Cultivation, is in faCt a Fraud in the Firft Valuation, 

“ Upon the Whole, I flatter myfelf with your Confent to a Mcafurc by which my Government 
« will be cafed of an immediate Evil, relieved of a Caufe of conftant Apprchenfion in the Event 
« of an internal Commotion or Invafion, at the fame Time prelcrving the Englilh Honour as 
« Guarantees, and alfo yielding an Advantage to the Company in affiftmg in the Charges of the 
War.” 


In the above Confultation, the Governor General and Council, after reading the laft mentioned 
Letters and Inciofures, agree (without any Debate) “ That a final Refolution on thc^SubjeCl of the 
above Letter, and the Papers accompanying it, be fufpended to another Occafion.’ 

And Your Committee further find. That within a few Weeks after this Rciblution had palfta 
the Council, the Governor General proceeded up the Country, where he ftaid fome Time t 
which, on the loth of September 1781, he entered into an Agreement, on Behalf of hi^mfclf and 
Council, with the Nabob Albph ul Dowlah } the Third Article ot which, as it relates to the before- 
mentioned TranfaCtion, Your Committee think ncccflary to infert, with the Governor General s 
Remarks on it. 


Copy of the Third Article agreed to by the Governor General, on Beh^alf of ‘“f 

at the Reprefentation of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, on the 19th Day of September 1781 
with the Governor General’s Remarks on it. 


> 

» 


Article s'*. 

That as Fyzoolah Khan has, by his Breach of 
Treaty, forfeited the Protection of the Englilh 
Government, and caufes, by his Continuance in 
his pre^t independent State, great Alarm and 
Detriment to the Nabob, he be permitted, when 
Time fliall fuit, to refumc his Lands, and pay 
him in Money, through the Refidcnt, the Amount 
ftipulated by Treaty, after deducting the Amount 
and Charges of the Troops he ftands engaged to 
furnilh by Treaty, which Amount fliall be paffed 
to the Account of the Company during the Con- 
tinuaocC of the prefent War. 


Governor General’s Remarks, 

The Conduft of Fyzoolah Khan, in refufing 
the Aid demanded, though not an abfolutc 
Breach of Treaty, was cvafive and uncandid j 
the Demand was made for Five thoufand Cavalry, 
the Engagement in the Treaty is literally for 
Five thoufand Florfe and hoot', Fyzoolah Khan 
could not be ignorant that we had no Occafion 
for any Succours of Infantry Iroin him, and that 
Cavalry could be of the moft eflential Service. 
So fcrupulous an Attention to literal Expreflion, 
when a more liberal Interpretation would have 
been highly ufefol and acceptable to us, ftrongly 
marks his unfriendly Difpofition, though it may 
not impeach his Fidelity, and leaves him little 
Claim to any Exertions from us for the Con- 
tinuance of his Jaghires. But I am of Opinion, 
that neither the Vizier’s nor the Company’s In- 
terefts would be promoted by depriving Fyzoolah 
Khan of his Independency, and I have therefore 
refcrved the Execution of this Agreement to an 
indefinite Term, and our Government may al- 
ways inierpofe to prevent any ill Efleas from 

it. 


St|.. Com. Rir. Vltl. 


E 


And 



‘ tllC 
ty with 
f^izicr. 


[ »8 ] 

And in order to fhew to the Houfc in what Light the Court of Dire6l0r$ confidercd the Pro. 
cccdings refpeding F'yzoolah Khan, Your Comnnittec think it neceffary to add the ^jd^and 64(11 
Paragraphs of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal^ of the 12th of July 1782* 

Par. 62. — From the Appearance in the Corrcfpondence on your Secret ConAiltations of 14 
June 1781, between Mr Middleton, our Refidcnt at Oude, and Mr. Johnfon, who was fent to 
“ Fyzoolali Khan, a Rohilla Chief, to require from him the Quota of Troops with which by Treaty 
he was bound to furnilh the Vizier, we cannot but be under feme ApprehenBons for the Event, 
Par. 63. — It is exceedingly proper that your Government fhould ice that Fyzoolah Khan fulfils 
his Enj^agcment with the Vizier, according to the Treaty guaranteed by the Company ^ but we 
“ wifli rather to be confidered as the Guardians oLthe Honour and Profperity of the Native Powers 
of India with whom wc are in any Degree connedted, than as the Intlrumcnts of Oppreflion j wc 
hope and truft thcretoie, that no hollilc Steps have been taken againft^e Rohilla Chief. 

** Par. 64. — To procure and maintain the Peace of India — to quiet He Fears of the neighbour- 
ing Powers, who from the Condud: of our Servants have had too much Reafon to be jealous of 
“ our Encroachments — to adhere ftridly to Treaties, and never to be the AggrclTors— to fccurc to 
** the Natives^ under the immediate Government of the Country, the undifturbed E^^crcife of thej^ 
“ Religion and Cuftoms, and to encourage Cultivation, Manufaftures, and Commerce— -arc the 
** Means by which wc hope to regain the Confidence of the Native Princes and the Attachment of 
“ the People ; by fuch Means, and by fuch alone, we may hope to fee our Affairs once^ more flou- 
** rifh, and Permanency again given to the Company’s Pofleflions in the Eaft Indies/* 

And Your Committee find. That the Court of Dirc6lors did refumc the Confideration of this 
Subjedl: in February 1783. They have invefligatcd it with a Degree of Accuracy and Precifion, not 
ijfually to be found in the Courfc of their Proceedings ; and they have agreed to Refolutions, highly 
proper for the Court of Diredlors to adopt upon a Point of fo much Importance as the due Obier^ 
vance of a public Treaty. Your Committee will here ftatc them at large, as follows : 


Extraft of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated the 14th February 1783, 

With refpcdl to the Third Article*, regarding Fyzoola Khan, the Rohilla Chief; before 
** we could form an Opinion upon it, wc were led to an Examination of fuch Parts of your Records 
as in anywife related to him, 

** We found, that at the Conclufion of the Rohilla War in 1774, a Treaty was made between the 
late Sujah Dowlah and Fyzoola Khan; whereby the latter, on certain Conditions, was put into the 
“ Poflfcffion of Kampore, and fomc other Diftrids in the Rohilla Country, Though it docs not appear, 
•• upon the Face of the Treaty, what Equivalent was made to the Vizier ; yet we find, by a Letter 
from Colonel Champion, entered on your Confutations of the 31ft Odtober 1774> that Fyzoola 
Khan was to give the Vizier Half his Treafure. 

“ On the 9ih March 1778, a confidcrable Time after the Death of Sujah Dowlah, you were 
‘‘ informed, by the Rclidcnt at the Vizier’s Court, that there were Reports of hoftile Intentions 
“ in Fyzoola Khan. The Rcfident added, That the Rohilla Chief might be juftly alarmed by the 
** Nabob’s Refumption of a Number of Jaghircs granted by his Father, and by his oppreflive Con- 
“ du^l in general. You were likewife informed, that Fyzoola Khan was folicitous to obtain the 
Guarantee of the Company to his Engagements with the Vizier ,; and the profefltfd Motives of the 
Rcfident, for fending a Deputation to Fyzoola Khan, were, “ That in cafe of the lattciH acquit- 
ting himlclf, it would give him a Confidence in the Company, which might induce him to look up 
to that Influence as the fureft Defence againft any Invafion of his Right, and thereby render him a 
“ faithful and perhaps a ufeful Ally upon lomc future Emergency,” On a Motion of the Governor 
General, the Rcfident was authorized to offer the Company’s Guarantee for the Obfervance of the 
** Treaty; the Governor General at the fame Time obferving, that the rnany Letters which he had 
received from Fyzoola Khan, at various Times, proved the Ncccffity of fuch au Intervention. 

•• On the 4th May following the Rcfident acquainted the Board, that Fyzoola Khan appeared in 
“ no Refped to have violated the Treaty ; tranfmitcing at the fame Time a new I’rcaty under the 
Guarantee of the Company. . , • 

Wc find, that Fyzoola Khan declared to the Perfon who negociated this Matter with him on 
the Part of the Company, That without the Guarantee of the Company, he could not look 
“ upon himfelf fccurc in his prefent Pofleflions ; that the Company were the only Power in which 
“ he had Confidence, and which he could look up to for Protcdlion/* There never was perhaps a 
“ Treaty concluded with more Solemnity. According to the Report of Mr, Daniel Barwcll, entered 
“ on your Confultaiions the 21ft May 1781, it was figned in the Prefence of the greater Part or 
his SubjciSs, in order to cftablilli a firm Convittion in their Minds, That it was an Act fully 
authorized by the Englifh Government, which was now become bound to exaCt with Imparti^ity 
a drift Obfervance of each Article of the Treaty.” This Bufinefs was finally fettled, by the Go- 
‘‘ vernor General being defired by the Board to write to Fyzoola Khan, confirming the Ubligatioft 
of the Company as Guarantees, and by your Acceptance of a Lack of Rupees, on Behalf of the 
Company, as an Acknowledgment from Fyzoola Khan, ^ la 
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.In TJovetfiber 1 7 ^ 0 , upon receiving Information that the Seiks and Goodies were committing 
Rohikond, we find that the Board agreed to apply to the Vizier, to require from 
'Fyabola' Khafj 'hisQJteta of Troops: In confequence of which, the Governor General wrote tor 
<« 5,000 Horfc.-*-Bot judge of our Surprize to find by the Treaty, that whenever the Vizier de- 
. •« dared War, Fyzoola Khan was to join with only a or 3,000 Men, unlcfs the Vizier had marched 
“ inPerfon! Where then was the Julticc of this Demand? Fyzoola Khan replied, as appears by 
yoor Confultaiions 15th February 1781, that he would fend 4,000 llorfc, which were all the 
«♦ Cavalry in his Service j that the 3,000 Fodt kept up by him were for the Management of the 
«« Concerns 'Of his Jaghire, and that without them the Colleiftians could not be made. 

•«i We cannot here avt>id' remarking, that at the very Time of your making this improper De- 
•t mand, 500 of Fyzoola Khan’s Troops had aftually joined our I'qrccs -, though lie was under no 
*« Obligation to fornilh the Company with a Angle Man, but had granted this Supply, merely to 
« fliew his Attachmentjip the Englilh. 

« The befotegoing Aiilwer from Fyzoola Khan, was immediately followed by a Minute of the 0 «- 
vernor General, deClarlirg, Tbk he had evaded the Treaty i in confequence of which, it was inftantly 
■« refolvcd to fend a Deputation, to inflft upon its being conijilied with, and to demand the inime- 
♦« diate Delivery, not of 5,000, but of 3,000 llorfc. lo make f) hally and peremptory a Demand 
for Three thoufand Horfc, after you had been pofitively aflured that he had but 2,000 in ms 
“ Service, carries with it the Appearance of a Determination to create a Pretext tor depriving mm 
“ of his Jaghire entirely, or to leave him at the Mercy of the Nabob ■, and all the lubfequent I ro- 

ceedincs Teem to confirm us in this Idea. n „ r 1 ,u»i 

“ Notwithftanding it is ftated, on ConfiiUatio'n 4th June 1781, that a flat Retulal was the 
« Anfwcr to this Deputation with refpeft to 3,000 Horfe, yet we lind at the Conference, * 

Khan willing to agree, “ That in Compliance with the Tieaty, -luhub fpccificd no dejimtm Numbti 
« of Cavabyy he wouldfurnilh 2,000 Motfc and 1,000 Foot ; that he would give them One cars 
u ?ay in ^vance, and furnilh further Funds during the War.” On the very Day 
« Account of the Refulc of this Deputation. 4th June ,78,, a Fetter is re.id at your Board f om 
« ^he Cer, propof.ng to. refome thic Grant, “ and leave the Nabob !• > zoola Khan to join his othe 
« faithkfs Brethren that were lent acrols the Ganges,” and in lieu 

« ftipulated by Treaty, after deduding the Pay ot 5.00'^ Oovernor 

“ «f .his B.r,..rs. un.i, ws ,oa,, A«ic.c of U.=. 

.. „,w r,cn, »..l. .1.= Natob of OuJ. tf li " Trc^yltrlcul^r.t IhJ^alon of .ho 

0 "rjly” io. “S™e^h,oug; .hi 

« the Amount and Charges of the theprefent War.” 

« fhall be pafled to the Account of the ^omp y, j ^ iJieach of the Treaty by Fyzoola 

« The beforegoing Article IS exprcfsly fait t^ upon this Article, 

« Khan-, and yet, in the Oblervation which tl abfolutc Breath of Ticaty, 

» he acknowledges that the Condua of that his Condudt was neither 

« though evafive and uncandid. We a jullihablc Ground for breaking 

» evafive nor uncMdid. But admitting • , _■ Pretences for evading a 

“through a mofl lolcmn Engap^ment W** ,„,ina the Company ? 

“ Trea||, when the mofl: alarming Confediracies Country Rowers of India will 

“ W?fear. that by obferv.ng the Company as the only 

“ in future adopt the Senti.ne.us of "^"“"ook up ^ 

“ Power in which they have Confidence, ant to « ^ alfo:— And if we wanted an 

“ We do not only arraign the Juflice of the » Obferv^ation upon this Article of tlie 

Argument upon this Occafion, Ihc governor Gtneral.m ms urn 


“ Argument upon this Occafion, Ihc ^ ofOpinioti.” fays he, “ that neither the 

“ Treaty, has furniftied us with an j' . 'on^oted by depriving Fyzoola Khan of his In- 

“ Vizier’s nor the Company s ^ptereft would P - J^is Agreement to an indefinite Icrmi 
“ dependency, and I have therefore relerv d the from it.”^ We have thus 

« and our Government may always inter ere to p y Vizier’s nor the Comjiany s intereft 

- agrerf .0 cammi. an Aft “f .ak= «' »■*" »' ^ 

•• .111 be promoted, and yet, if we a I’olicy a. .1... tlia. we can ever hope ,o 

« Breach of Treaty with the is no y , j 

« break the Confederacies, and the ^^nfide ppehenlicns for the Event of the Dc- 

“ In our Letter of the 12th of July „ li„a that thofe Apprehenl.ons were too well 

“ DUiation fent to Fyzoola Khan ; an.l we are lorry to ^.c Hands of the Governor 

“ founded. Fyzoola Khan to oip^ ,vith France, to fliew his Attachment to 

“ General t for did he nor, at the breaking out of t ^^avalry for our Service ? 1 he Kelidcnt 

“ the Company, make a voluntary Offer « ^.ntam 2,0 V ^ ^ p^mptnefs in 
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** faithful Attachment to the Company ?** In the Governor General’s Letter to Fyzoola Khan upon 
** this Occalion, are the following Words } ** In my own Name and that of the Board, t return you 
our warmeft Thanks for this Inftance of your faithful Attachment to the Company.** And you 
** yourfelves have acquainted us, in your Secret Letter of the id of February 1779, that on requeft* 
ing the Aid of Part of the oflTered AiOftance, ** he, without Hefitation or Delay, fent 500 Men to 
co-operate with our Forces.” 

** Thus, in March 1778 you pledge the Company’s Faith for the Performance of the Treaty be- 
** tween Fyzoola Khan and the Vizier— In Decembtf following, the Thanks of your Board are given 
** to him for his Attachment to the Company, in fending Troops to their Afllftance on the breaking 
** out of the War with France— In Novem^r 1780, you make an unwarrantable Demand upon 
** him, which, it not being in his Power to comply with, fumilbes aTretext for depriving him or his 
Lands; and in September 1781, a Treaty is finally concluded, by which his Territory is wteil^ 
from him, and given to the Vizier. 

•< Fyzoola Khan’s Merits with the Company on the one Hand, and the Governor General’s Treao^ 
** menc of him on the other, muft be known to all the furrounding Powers ; and if fuch lingular 
Marks of Attention to the Company's Intereft and Government are to be thus requited, we have 
Reafon to dread future Combinations againft us, which may end in the utter Extirpation of the 
** Englifh from Hindoftan. It is only by a drift Regard to Judice, Moderation, and good Faithi 
that we can hope to maintain our prefent Footing in India. 

** As we can no where difeover that Fyzoola Khan has been guilty of a Breach of Treaty, and 
** thereby forfeited the Proteftion of the Company ; and as the Governor General has informed us, that 
<' he has referved the Execution of the Agreement contained in this Article to an indefinite Term, and 
** that our Government may always interfere, to prevent any ill Efiefts from it ; and as Fyzoola 
** Khan appears to have had great Merit with the Connpany, in the particular Indances above referred 
** to, we direft that that Article be not carried into Execution, atm that you obtain the Confent of 
the Vizier to Fyzoola Khan’s continuing in the PofielCon of his Jaghire unmoledcd.” 
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Extract of Bengal Secret Confultations, of the 9th March 1778. 

OVERNOR GENERAL — I move, That the Board approve of the Deputation of Mr. Daniel 
Barwell % and that the Rcfldent be authorized to offer the Company’s Guarantee for the Ob- 
fervance of the Treaty fubfifting between the Vizier and Fyzoolah Khan, provided it meets with the 
Vizier’s Concurrence} but that if any Objeftiort (hould be made to it on the Part of the Nabob, he 
advife us thereof, and wait our further Orders for the Conclufion of this Negociation. 

Mr. Francis— -Mr. Barwell has an Appointment at Benares, and when he left Calcutta laft, he 
alTured me that he was going to that Place to remain there. I muft defire to be informed by what 
Authority he left his Station and went to Lucknow, as it does not appear that he had the Orders or 
the Permiffion of the Board for that PurpOfe. 

Governor General— I muft beg Leave to anfwer this Queftion. Mr. Barwell retjuired no other 
Authority to quit his Station but the Permiflion of his Principal, Mr. Thomas Graham. 

Mr. Francis I do not admit that Mr. Graham’s Permiflion is any Authority for Mr, Harwell to 

quit his Station, contrary to the Appointment of the Board } but if it were, I delire to fee at Icaft 
that Mr. Graham gave him fuch Authority, and for what Rcafons. If the Circumftance is men- 
tioned in any Letter ffom Mr. Graham, it ought to be before the Board. I will not however take up 
any further Time in Enquiries which I am fure are ufclefs. The Court of Diredors wUl of courfe 
make their own Obfervations upon the Faft ; it is one of the grofleft that I have been Witnefs tO} 
though I have feen many extraordinary Things fince I fat in this Place. Mr. D. Barwell quits his 
Station, and goes to Lucknow, without Leave } Mr. Middleton immediately difeovets that Fytoolah 
Khan b aarrying on fome Defigns prejudicial to the Intereft of the Nabob, and that the Nabob 
givet great Rcalbn for fuch Deflgns by his Treatment of his Subjefts } at the fame Time 1 believe 
that nothing is more notorious, than that the Nabob has no more Power in his Dominions than I 

have. To put a Stop to the Effe^s which the Jealoufies on both Sides may produce, a Treaty muft 

- r ’ ^ ... . A ^2..^ A n 


Means confent to it ; bccaufe, fetiing afide all other Conflderations, Mr. Middleton had no Right to 
employ Mr. Barwell in this Manner, without the previous Confent of the Board. 

Governor General— I lhall forbear at this Time anfwenng the Charges implied in the preceding 
Minute, apainft whomfoever they may be levelled. The Meafure Is a public one, the O^edions am 
perfonal. The many Letters which I have received from Fyzoolah Khan, at various Times* will 
prove the Neceffity of fuch an Intervention, and to ihcfe 1 fliall refer. I would propofc to infen 
Extrads of them in this Place, but I know not to what Length they might extend, as the Sublet is 
of a very diftant Origin, and has been frequently r^aied. . 

Mr Wheler-^If a Deputation be judged nccelTary, it is a Matter of the greateft Indifference to 
me, whether the Appointment falls to the Share of Mr. Barwell, or to any ot^r Gentleman in rite 
Service that fliail appear equally qualified * but whether Mr. Barwell has quitted his Station with^ 
firft obtaining Mr. Graham’s Permiflion. or whether it refts with Mr. Graham to gixnt him that 
Permiflion, aTc Poinu neceffary to rftablilh for the Regularity of the Service I Ihould fuppofe, .f 
any Gentleman cannot quit his Station at this Prefidcncy without the Permiflion of the Governor* 
Sat. Com. Rsi>. VIII. ^ 
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kit canhot quit a more fubordinate, without the PeIrmifnoA of his Chief \ therefore, when this Point 
it cleared up, i ibali give jny fuitl)ot^pmioa.at to Mr« fiartveU’s t metwied A ,p pa iB fffte ftt. 

Mr. Barwell— In a political Queftioh, fubh as the prefent, I am forrf to fee the Introdudlion of 
Perfonalitics } the Argument muft be weak that r^uires the Aid ci InGtiuation to fupport it. 1 (halt 
hot myfelf reply to Mr. Francis » the Public will judge how far the Appointment of Mr. D. Barwell 
is a Meafure grofs in itfelf, and extravagant beyond ail extravagant aAs in the Recolleflion of Mr 
Francis. 1 am very glad, for my Part, mat Mr. D. Barwell is engaged in a Line of Service, where 
fiis Knowledge of the Language may te of Service to the Public. I agree in the Governor General’s 
Motion; , ... , -f . 

Mr. Francitii^A^r. Barwell attributes W^ds to the wfuib I have madeuie ofi With refecA 
to the Charge of mixing Peribiialities in a ConOderatiOii ol^a public MMfure, I am not confcious of 
it, and on that Point fubmit to Judgment. It is not a perlonal Refiedlion, nor an Infinuation, to 
fay, that Mr. D. Barwell has quitted his Station without Leave. If the Meafure of forming a Treaty 
with Fyeoolah Khan had been regularly introduced at this Board, and rcfolved upon, perhaps I 
Ihould have had as little ObjcAion to employing that Gentleman as any other. My Objcdion is 
plainly this, that all the Steps preparatory to the Intended Treaty, are taken, that the Perfon intended 
to conduct it, is fcnt up to Lucknow, and that he receives his Appoiptment there, without the pre- 
vious Confent or even Knowledge of the Board. 

Mr. Barwell — I Ihould be forry to pervert, by mjr Interpretation, the declared ObjeCt of Oppofitiotl 
to any particular Meafure ) and as it Ihould feem, from the fubfequent Explanation of Mr. Francis, 
that 1 am in feme Degree milUken, 1 will endeavour to corredt the Idea 1 had formed of his Ob- 
jections. 

The Governor GeneraPs Pfopofitioh being tefolved in the Affirmative, the following is an ExtraCl 
of a I.«tter written to Mr. Middleton : 

** We approve your having deputed Mf. Daniel Batwell to Fyzoolah Khan, for the Purpofes re- 
<* prefented in your Lettey of the afth i and we authorize you to grant the Company’s Guarantee to 
“ the Treaty fubfifting between the Nabob and him, provided it meets with the Nabob’s Concur- 
“ rence bi^t if any Objedidn fliould be made to it on his Part, you will immediately advife us, and 

wait for our Orders on this SubjeCl before you proceed any further in that Negociation.’’ 


•« 
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Extraft of Senga) Secret Confultationa, the 4th May 1778. 

J^ E A D the following Letters and Enclofutc from the ReGdcnt at ihe Nabob’s Court : 

Honourable Siri and Sirs, 

L hapvebeen duly honoured with yoor Commands of the 9th March 5 and have the Plcafure to ac-* 
quainc^ybu, that after being fully afllired by Mr. Barwell of Fyaoola Cawn*s neither keeping up any 
coniiderable Force, holding improper Corrapondence or ConneftionSy or appearing in any Rcfpc< 5 l: to 
have violated the Eneagemnes he entered into in his Treaty with the late Nabob Siijah ul Dowlah > 
I, communicated to the Vizier the Honourable Board's Permiflion to me, to guarantee, on the Part of 
the Honourable Company, the Treaty fubGfting between him and Fyzi^a Cawn, provided his Ex- 
cellency ihould give his Concurrence to that Permiflion. 

. The Nabob having approved of the Purpofes of Mr. BarwclPs Miffion, and being affored, from 
his Report, and other concurrent Circumftances, that Fyzoola Cawn’s Condudl furnilhed no 
grounds of Accufation by which he could be juftified in an Infringement of the Rights confirmed 
to him by Treaty, readily, and without Helication, confented to a Renewal of the Treaty under 
Guarantee of the Honourable Company, only ligntfying his Expeftations that fomc complimentary 
Prefent, conformable to conftant Cuftom, and fuitable to his Rank, Ihould be made him by Fyzoola 
Gawn oa the Delivery of the Khelaut,— -As I could not entertain a Doubr, from Fyzoola Cawn’s 
Anxiety for the Completion of this Bufinefs, under the Sanction of the Honourable Board, but that 
he would of his own Accord be ready to fhew the Vizier fuch Marks of Gratitude and Refpc£l as 
Would maaifeft hrs due Confiderttion of the great Obligation conferred on him, 1 pfefumed to affore 
His Excellency he might certainly expeft to receive on the Occailon an Acknowfedgment not dif- 
paragii^ to his Rank and Dignity, nor betraying in Fyzoola Cawn a deficient Senfe of the Benefits 
he derived from an Alliance with . His Excellency.— .From what I was able to difeover in my 
verfetioQ with the Vizier, I have Reaibn to believe he looks not to any Sum- which could be con- 
fidered as a pecuniary Acquifuion, but confines his Expedations merely to futh complimentary 

2 Nuzzers 
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*T* in Tokefi of ftefpefb try A fubonlintte to a fuperior Power^ on fimliat 
Occ^oiw^I hiw ^refote taken ui^n me to dcBie Mr. Harwell to reprefent this Matter in its 
proper Light to Fpoola Cawn j and I havfc no Doubt but that Chief’s Concurrence in whatever may 
^ tiofc thfc Negociiltioln iri a Manner entirely fatisfadory to the 

j ^**'*'’ ^^^nfal. Copies of the Vizier’s Treaty Virith Fyaoola Cawn, 

and of the Obligation ^hich I have fcntfcred into« in confetjuence of the Authority you were plcafcd 
to delegate to me, on the Part of the Honourable Company { and for your thore particular Informa- 
tion 1 mull alfo *0 trouble yob with a complete Tranfeript of my Correfpondence with 

Mr. Harwell, on the Subject of hia Million, cortiihenting with my original Inftruftions', whic-h 1 hope 
t^ill meet with the Honourable Board’s Approbatton. 


Extradl of Ctfrrefpondfcnce between the Rcndcht at the Viiier^s Court and Mr, Daniel Harwell^ 

agreeable to their rcfpeaive Dates. 


To Nath^ Middleton, Efq; Reddent at the Vizier’s Court. 

Sir,' 

I arrived at Rampoor, the Capital of the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, this Morning. Purfuant to your 
tnftruftions, I (hall make all pofflble Hade to enquire, if the Reports circulated to the Prejudice of 
Fyioola Cawn, have any Foundation in Truth, or have been merely raifed -by his Enemies, to 
create Animofitics between the Government of the Vizier and his Government. To-nighc I lhall 
do myfelf the Plcafure of wailing on him, when I lhall deliver to him your Letter of Introduftion 
On the Part of our Government, to explain to him the Nature of my MilTion •, and alfo unfold to 
him in the fulled Manner, the Particulars of the Reports that accule him of having broken every 
•Article of Confequence of the Treaty granted him by the Indulgence of the late Vizier, Sujah ul 
Dowlah, that he may have a fair Ojjportunity allowed him of acquitting himfelf to the Satisfadlion 
of our Ally, or be reduced to the Nccclllty of avowing his Intentions, whatever they may be. 

• As foon as a (horc Refidence at this Place has enabled me to gather Information on the other 
'Particulars recommended to my Enquiry,' I will inftantly communicate to you all that may appear 
to me worthy of the Notice of the Vizier, or our Oovetnmenc. 

I am, &c. 

■ ‘ , Ramjjbor, (Sighed) 

■ the i8ih March lyySi Dan' Bai well. 


To Mr. Daniel Harwell. 

Sir, 

I have been duly favoured with your Letter, undef Date the i8th Indant) and am glad to hear of 
your fafe Arrival at Rampoof, and that you arc pfoceedihg without Delay to enter into the Bufincfs 
of your Mifllorr. In the Conduft of this Negodation, I am confident you will exert your bed 
Efforts to afeeftain, from every likely and creditable Information, the Truth or Falfchood of the 
Reports which have prevailed, as to Fyzoola Cawn’s keeping up an improper Force, or entertaining 
Ideas or Defigns iinfneildly to the Vizier’s Government I and 1 am happy in tho Convidion, that 
your Abilities and Attention will equally enable you fatisfaftorily to invedigate thefe Points, not- 
withdanding the Artifices which Fyzoola Cawn, on the Suppofition of the Reports being in any 
Rcfpofl founded on Truth, will no doubt make ofe of, to conceal and keep at a Didance Ironi 
you, Circumflanccs which cannot but injure him with the Englifh Government, and entirely defeat 
•his Wilh of their becoming Guarantees to a Treaty between him and the Vizier.— I hope loon to 
bear from you, the Refult of your Interview wilh Fyzoola Cawn t and am, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Nath' Middleton, 

the 34th March lyyS* 


To Mr. Daniel Rarwell. 


I'h^ave been duly favoured with ybur Letter of the 26th ultimo t and am happy to find tlie Refult 
of vtwir Explanation <vith the Nabob Fyroola Cawn has proved fo fatisfaftory. I own, the Argu- 
ments he alledged, to prove to you that he mud have been grofsly blind to his own imereds to have 
adt^d n M^e of Contludi in any Degree fimilar to that hiv Enemies have accufed lum of, always 
oc^ed to me aa fo palpable, afld of fueh Force, as to rendc^he Truth of the Reports, to my Judg- 
ment, in the highe/ Degree improbable. The particular,. ^«aaer and Cirrumdances of F yzoola 
Cawn alfo, ever td me to confider him as the mod unlikely Man in Hindodan to entertain Views 
precarious to fay the bed of them, in their Confcquences, at the fc^xpcncc ot Security anti Fro pemy 
on the mod eafy and obvious Terms. His Charafler 11 that of a Man of Senfe, but extreme Pufilla- 
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tiimity, a good Farmer, fond of Wealth, but not poffefied of the Padion of Ambition, had be eyca 
Spirit or Courage to fupporc it. As to his patc/cutar Circumftances with refped to the other ko- 
hilla Chiefs, it is certain that the Extent of Country he holds, is a mere Coni«|ticnce of the late 
Vizier’s Indulgence to him, and by far greater than the RohilU Cbie^ confider him as entitled to bold 
fuppoHng them to be reftored to their refpeftive former PofTcfTions : It is‘ ev'ideht there^ue, that, on 
the Suppofition they could recover fuch PoneOtons, they would look with the*A)oft envious Eye to 
Fyzoola Cawn’s Dominions, and wilh to drip him of them} which, as he b< known to be no Soldier 
they would eafiiy cSefi. In every Light, therefore, in yirbieh 1 un view this Matter, I am led to 
concur in the Conviflion you entertain, that the Accufatipns again^ Fy:^la Cawn, as to Defigns 
boftile to the Vizier’s Dominions, are groundlefs s and as he is avaricioi^s, I cannot conceive be would 
without fuch Intentions, keep a ufelefsly expendve large Body of Troops, ^he only Grounds on 
which I ever entertained any Idea of Fyzoola Cawn’s keeping up an improper Force, or forming Cor. 
refpondences and Conneflions with the avowed Enemies ot this Government, were the Sufpicions 
and Doubts which 1 was convinced he entertained of the Vizier’s Obfervance otthc Treaty fubfifting 
between him and the late Nabob Shuja-ul-Dowla. He had, I am ibtry to fay, had too many Oppor. 
tunities of feeing that his Excellency was not fcrupulous in adhering to thofe Ties and Obligations 
which flsould, and will ever bind the ingenuous Part of Mankind, when he could, by violating them, 
obtain any lucrative Acquifuion •, and as the improved State of Fyzoola Cawn’s Counfry, from liis 
own Prudence and Attention, had encreafed the Revenue thereof beyond the Amount fpecifled in 
Shuja>uUDowla’s Grant, he might with fome Reafon fufpe^ that the Vizier would avail himklf of 
that plaufible, however really unjuft, Pretext to (trip him of at Icaft a Part of his Country, if not 
diftrefs him, by robbing him of the greaceit Part of the Wealth he may have acquired, under the Pre- 
tence of claiming Arrears of part Years Improvements. With thefe Apprehenlions, and under a 
total Uncertainty how far, and whether the Company would at all interfere, 1 did think it pofliblc he 
might have maintained a Force, and kept up a kind of CorrcrponJcnce, though not formed any real 
Alliance, with the Enemies of this Government, as dcfenfive Preparations in cafe of his Rights being 
invaded by the Vizier. 

His Readinels, however, in c.'illing his Troops before you *, and the AlTurance you entertain, that 
fuch as appeared were nearly all in his Service, as well as that the Reports of his holding improper 
Correfpondences were utterly falfe, leem to evince, that his Hopes of the Company’s ufing their In- 
iluence in fupporting his acknowledged Rights, had counterbalanced his Apprehenuons of the Vizier, 
and led him to apply for the Interpolicion of that Influence previous to his taking ^y other Steps for 
his own Security. 

By (his Mode of ConduA he has certainly (hewn his good Senfe and found Policy } as, by an oppo- 
fite one, which mult have been in Violation of the Treaty with the late Vizier, he would have rea> 
dered it equally unjuft and impolitic in the Company to have interfered, either as Principals urGua~ 
rantecs, in any new Treaty with the prefenc Nabob. 

I have the Pleafure to inform you, that in confequence of my Application to the Honourable 
Board, they have been pleafcd to give me their PcrmilHon to grant the Company’s Guarantee to the 
Treaty fubfifting between the Vizier and Fyzoola Cawn, provided it meets with his Excellency’s 
Concurrence -, 1 Ihall therefore, without Delay, proceed to induce him, by every Argument in my 
Power, to confent to a Renewal of the Treaty entered into by; his Father, under the Guarantee of 
the Honourable Company and in cafe of his Concurrence, which 1 hope to obtain, the Treaty 
and Guarantee fhall be forwarded to you with the utinoft Expedition. 

Lucknow, I am, &c. 

the 3d April 1778. (Signed) Nath' Middleton; 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquir^ Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court. 

Sir, 

The inclofed Letter I received from the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn this Morning.— Though its Purport 
is fufficiently explained in the Letter I did mylelf' the HonoVr of addrefling to you Yefterday ; yet, 
that you may be acquainted, under his own Hand, with his Motives for 16 earneftly fbiiciting the 
Renewal of his Treaty by the Vizier, with the Guarantee of the Honourable Company, I fend it you 
for your Information, that, if neceflary, it may be tranfmitted by you to the Honourable Board. In 
the latter Part of the Nabob’s Letter, you will oblerve, he particularly mentions the Form in which 
lie requefts the Guarantee, if granted, may be exprefled.— Though the Signature of the Honourable 
Company, if permitted to be affixed to his Treaty, infrn'all he defires, yet, without an Explana- 
tion of this Kind in Writing, it will be impoffible to raze from hi; Mind thofe Poubts whfeb have 
been occalioncd by his wrongfully imagining ^hat Colonel Champion formerly witnefled his Treiiyf 
not as a private Perfon, but in the Name df the HMourable Company; Should, theilcftiife, the 
Nabob prove fuccefsful in his Application, made through you, fof the Guaramce Of the HOfioUrable 
Company, you will judge of the Proj»ety of rendering it as fatisfaftory aiid foil as is reqdiflte, to 
convince him that he will meet with Proted^on from the Honourable Company^ as Ipritf as a ftridf 
Adherence on his Part to his Treaty with ttiO Vizier fltili emiH^hlm to it.: ' ; ' . i i 

: ■■ ‘‘j ,■ 

Rampoor, •l!aiA,:flrc. 

March ayth 1778. t ' (Signed) ;; . c- •■.Dan* Barwcll. 


1 


To 
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To Mr. Daniel Barwcll. 

Sir, 

I did myfrlf the Pleafurc toaddrefs you on the 3d Inftant *, fmcc which, I have the Saiisfadliori 
to p obtained the Vizier’s Confenc to a Renewal of the Treaty entered into 

by tiis Father with Fyzoola Cawn, and to the Company being Guarantee thereto. I'hc Treaty and 
Guarantee are incloled herewith, and I truft will prove entirely fatisfaflory to the Nabob Fyzoola 
Cawn. The Guarantee is as full as he appears himlclf to have wifhed ; and the Treaty referring 
to, and avowing, that Guarantee on the Part of the Hnglini Company, I think, erafe from 
Fyzoola s Mind^ every Sufpicion of this being an Adi unavowed, or not fully ftnd'tified by 
the Englifh Government, Fhf only Difference I know of dny Kind between the Terms of the 
inclofcd Guarantee, and thofc fpecified by Fyzoola Cawn himfelf, is the Omilfion of the Wordf, 

Hfeirs and Succefrors.**~It no^cuftomary in this Country for a Prince to bind his Heirs and 
Succeflbrs : Nothing of this Kind- was cxpreflal or implied in Shuja-uFDowla’s Treaty *, nbr could I 
properly urge the prefent Nabob to the inlertlng them in the new one, and of courie, not being 
included therein, they could not be compiehended in the Guarantee. — I think this can be no rca- 
fonable Foundation of Dilconccnc or Sulpicion to Fyzoola Cawn, as the Rcadineis with width the 
Company have inTerfercd on the preknr Occafion, can leave no Doubt that they would; be as ready, 
in cafe of the Nabob’s Demife, ind Ins Coiuludl: fhould furnifli no Caufc tor their withholdirtg 
their Support, to life their Irfliuncf m pr^Kurinfr a d^reaty of the fame Nature from whoever 
might be the Succcflbr to this Goverrn e-iii.— 1 nmll (ihki\e you, that his Excellency, when he 
agreed to the Terms of the incFlcu Treaty, pie.iiifcd, that i. -^ave his Confent thereto, taking 
it for granted, that on Fyzoeda Cawn’s u ct vm. the IH .uy and IHiclaur, he wns to make him a 
Return of the complimentary Prelnus uhuil / ntlv.u j on h.f. Oci .ifions, an i of fuch an Amount, 
as fhould be a Manifestation of Fyzoola Ca v due nlc of hti Frier, ifliip, and fuitable to his 
Excellency’s Rank to receive. As Fah i'rcarus are the n<^ver-fai!ing Cuftom of this Country On 
fimiliar Occafions, and the Omiflioii <A tlum w».a.ild, in die [iir.fent Inllance, be in the Eye of the 
World highly injurious to the Dignity tiu' Vi/k r’s Govi-rnnicnr, I made myfelf in feme Mca- 
fure refponfible for their being obtained ; and 1 tMuU tiurcfore requed, iliat you will not negleft to 
reprefent this Matter to Fyzoola Cawn in lur i ■ cr, that he may fulfil the Vizier’s l^.xpcdtM- 
tions, and do Credit to the Part the Honoura- i • i have been pleafcd to take in a Matter lo 
nearly and highly concerning his permanent Inttn . 

From what I could learn from the Vizier’s ' ^miv( he looks not to a Sum which could be 

confldered as a pecuniary Gratification, but merely co i coinniimcnrary Nuzzers as are ufually 
made by an inferior to a fupenor Power, in Token of or Gratitude upon any particuUr 

Favours or Benefits being conferred. 

I ftarce need add, that previous to the Delivery of the inclofed Treaty and Guarantee, you will 
obtain from Fyzoola Cawn, a formal Obli|/ition, foie pr.lv and publicly ratificcl by Fyzoola Cawh, 
and attefted by yourfelf and One or Two of the molt rt tpeaabb Men about Fyzoola CAwn’s Perfon, 
to obferve inviolable on his Part, the Conditions ftipulated as die Euundaiion of tlic Vizier’s Treaty 
with him. 

I am, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Nath' Middleton. 

the 8tli April 1778, 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) Nath' Middleton, 

Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court, 


Read another Letter and Enclofurc from the Refidcnt at the Nabob’s Court. 

I am forJ'y Board, th.it fomc unexpeaed Obflacles have occurred, to 

the immediate Condufion of Mr. Harwell’s Negociations with Fyzoola Cawn, ongmat.ng from 
Dbubts and Sufpicions which that Chief pretends to enterta.n of the Validity of the Powers by which 
1 have afted in this Bufinefs.— As I could not but confider this 1 roccechnp as an to the 

Station I h.ave the Honour to fill, and at the fame Time tending to clhiblilli a Ire cedent wnich 
would in its future Operation, be entirely deftfudive of that deciliyc Line of Condu^ the Ilonouf- 
iT, A ” J ^ ^ pjfncrt ftom their Rcprelentativcs at this Court, I have 

mSlC: «rle 1 ° to S™fc I fol of th. Imlignily ollircd my public Chu- 

S'a. i„”fuppo,?-of .be Amhori., Boar,, “ 

S hfm“ b? MrBtrVrflVputnng a S.op >o all funher Nesodation «i>h i.im. and imm.di..dy 
..»itWr.«ll,B from hi, Cou^ H, .f Mr. Batmir. Letter, 

‘.o,^H„VFyz"o^U KfAd'SfrmS. andlf mine to that Gentleman and FyeooW In rep., 

Ssi.. Coii.RiP. VIIL ® 
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i (ball duly inform the Honourable Board of what may be the Event of thefc Mcafures, and in 
the mean Time fliall be happy to find, that my Conduft has met with their Approbation. 

' ’ I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Nath' Middleton, 

the 20th April 1778. Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court, 

To Nathaniel Middleton, Efq; Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court. 

Sir, 

I have duly received your Letter of the 8th Inftant, enclofing the Treaty between the late Nabob 
Shuja ul Dowlah and Fyzoola Cawn, renewed by the prefent Nabob Afaph ul Dowlah, with the 
feparate Guarantee of the Honourable Company. Immediately upon my Receipt of the Treaty 
and Guarantee, I tranfmitted them to Fyzoola Cawn for his Infpeftion, to know if they were 
in every Refpeft fatisfaftory, and fuch as he folicited. With the Treaty renewed by the Vizier, he 
expreffed himfclf highly fatisfied > but declared, that the Guarantee which he bad chiefly requefted, 
and on which all his Dependence was placed, as it did not bear the Seal of the Honourable 
Company, it was not what he had from the Beginning fo earnefily defired.-i— Though I have 
ufed my utmoft Endeavours to create a Convidion in his Mind, of the Authority that had been 
delegated to you by the Honourable Board, to grant the Guarantee of the Company, and that your 
Seal was equally binding with that of the Company in the prefent Cafe, as you afted in their 
Name •, yet all my Efforts to produce this Belief have been of no Avail. — Still entertaining 
Doubts and Sufpicions of your adually poflefling fuch a PoWer, he pofitivcly aflerts, that no 
Aflurances on your or my Part, will be able to remove them •, and that nothing lefs than receiving 
the Guarantee with the Seal of the Honourable Company affixed to it, will convince him, that 
in Cafe of an Infradion of his Treaty on the Part of the Vizier, he will be befriended by our 
Government. 

After finding all Arguments I offered to his Confideration fruitlcfs, and that they rather lerved to 
incrcafe than dilpel his Doubts, I defifted from purfuing the Subjed any further, and ended by tell- 
ing him, that as the Guarantee had been granted at his moft earneft and repeated Solicitations, to 
proted him from all Encroachments that might be made on his Rights, it was meant he fhould be 
fully convinced of its Authority, that I did not therefore hefitate to allure him that he need be under 
no Apprehenfions of its not being granted in the Manner he defired, with the adual Seal of the 
Company affixed to it — not your Seal on their Part.— That the only Kealbn for your figning it on 
the Part of the Company, was to prevent unnccelTary Delays ; but that fince his Fears were fo ftrortg 
as to render him diftruftful of your having fuch a Power vefted in you, it was now become requifite 
for your Honour, as well as that of the Company, to evince that you aded by the Orders and Di- 
redions of the Honourable Board, by having the Guarantee ratified by them. 

I enclofe you a Letter I have received from Fyzoola Cawn on the Subjed. By it you will fee the 
Sufpicions that have found Entrance into his Mind, originated from the Idea he entertains, that the 
Signature of any Perfon, in whatever public Capacity he at prelcnt appears, will not be valid and of 
Effed as foon as fome other fliall fill his Station ; and that this Conclufion, however abfurd, has been 
occafioned by his former Treaty being witnefled by Colonel Champion, whofe Signature he declared 
he regarded at that Time as given under the Company’s Sandion, and which making them 
privy w the Tranfadion, rendered them the Arbitrators between the Vizier and himfelf in cafe of 
Difputes. 

You will be pleafed to inform the Honourable Board without Delay, of the Doubts and Sufpicions 
entertained by Fyzoola Cawn, and of this his particular Requeft, as alfo to tranfmit to them a Copy 
of the Guarantee, that if they think proper it may receive the Seal of the Company and their Signa- 
ture.— Till I am informed of the Will of the Honourable Board, I lhall not deliver to Fyzoola 
Cawn the Treaty renewed by the Vizier, as it partly includes the Guarantee. — I requeft you will be 
as expeditious as pofllble in obtaining me a Reply from the Honourable Board, that I may be able to 
remove all Sufpence from the Mind of Fyzoola Cawn i and having compleated this Bufinefs, return 
to my Station. 

I am, See. 

Rampoor, (Signed) Dan' Barwell. 

April 14th, 1778. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) Nath' Middleton, 

ReP at the Vizier’s Court. 

f 

Governor General — I recommend, that we approve of Mr. Middleton’s Proceedings in the Nego- 

ciation with Fyzoola Cawn. As I perceive toat no pofitive Order has been fent to Mr. Middleton, to 

tranfport the Treafurc defigned for the Service of Colonel Leflie’s Detachment to the Place of itt 
Rendezvous, although implied in the Order already written upon that Subjeff, I tpove* that he be 
now direffed to fend it to Colonel Lcflie. 

Mr. Wheler agrees. 

JO M*?* 
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Mr. Francis — 1 difapprove of the whole Tranfaftion with Fyaoola Cawn. The Reports to iiii 
difadvantage, which Mr. Daniel Barwell was fent to inveftigate, appeared to Mr. Middleton himfetf 
to be in the higb^ Degree imprehable *, the Enquiry therefore feems to have been fuperfluous. I be- 
lieve the Guarantee tendered to Fyzoola Cawn to be equally unneceflary, at leaft 1 fee no Advantage 
the Company gains by it 1 agree to the Second Motion. 

Mr. Barwell— I approve of the Negociation entered into by Mr. Middleton with Fyzoola Cawn, 
and all the Proceedings in confequence. This Government was in Faft engaged by Colonel Cham- 
pion’s Signature being to the Treaty made with that Chief. 1 think Fyzoola Cawn has been ufed 
rather with Harlhnefs by Mr. Middleton, in his refufing to tell him that he Ihould be fatished of thb 
Powers that were vetted in him by the Board. In the prefent State of the Negociation, I do not 
fee that there can be the leaft Occaiion for Mr. Daniel Barweli’s being detained from his Station ; any 
Thing further that may be neceflary, mutt now reft totally with the Rtfident at Oude j and 1 there- 
fore move. That Mr. Daniel Barwell be immediately ordered back to his Station at Benares.— I agred 
to the Order to Mr. Middleton to fend the Treafure to Colonel Lettie. 

Agreed to both the Governor General’s Motions. 

Mr. Whcler agrees to Mr. Barwell’s Motion. 

Mr. Francis agrees. . . 

Governor General — I cannot objeft to the Motion made by Mr. Barwell, ftill hoping that Mr; 
D. Barwell may have accomplifhed his Commifiion before our Order for his Recall cad takd 
elFtft. 

Agreed to Mr. Barwell’s Motion. 

Refolved, That the following Letter be writteh to Mr. Middleton; 


Sir 

We have received your Letters of the aoth March, 4th, loth, and joth April ; and think it proper 
toexorefs our Approbation of your Proceedings in the Negociation with the Nabob hyzoola Cawn: 

do n« coocei.e .tore Co b. further Ocerf, on fo. Mr. D. B.r».l Sr.). «..h 

Chief, wc dcfirc you will fignify to him our Orders for his immediate Return to his Station at 

®*We dettre that you will immediately difpatch the Ten Lacks of Treafure, which you have beed 
ordered W relcrvc for the Ufc of the Detachment under Colonel Leflie, to him, with a proper Guard 

to efcort it. 

Governor General-I move. That the laft Letter received from the Nabob Mobaruck ul Dowlah,' 
mav ^ entered in this Place, and that the Board do agree to comply with the Rcquifitions contained 
Sc.!?, bur .. Vi. .00 1..; ro cnfidrr rhi. QurUiou To d,,. I drfe rh,. n »»y r.m.m oil rhu 
ncxr M«rtng of rhe Board iir rhb Department, atrd that tn the mean lime the Nabob . Letter b* 
fent roiJnd to the Members of the Board, 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Confultmions, the 21ft May 1778. 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Middleton. 

I h”d‘’r'HonouV'\o"fdSS you under Date the 20th Inftant relative to fome Occurrences which 
1 haa tne non .u.. immpdiate Conclufion of Mr. Barwells Negociations with Fyzoola! 

then appeared to o^ftru . received Two other Letters from Mr. Barwell, acquaint- 

fn^:; orhifi'a 

ing me or nis naving pr l, j. ; . . receive the Treaty and Guarantee in the Manner 

for,ralRat,acatiot. oflh.Honnn b e Board to ree vt .cLdirgl, dal, ..rod tham in don 

rha, '™S^C»n h! l'ch.»r.'’Con.rar,,,Vof rha Viaia,’. Traat,. 

Foim, and received ^ ^f the Rohilla Chief’s having, upon the Receipt of 

to be prefented to his E - ’ . q 1 Kupecs, with Horlcs, Elephants, &c. for the 

the Treaty, delivered ^ ^ . .Lg fame Sum, in Token of his Gratitude and Refpea, to the 

Vizier-, and of his , Uo^ever, Mr. Barwell thought proper to decline the immcdtate 

Honourable Conipany. The |a * Purpofc-, but, as the ablblute Refufal of ie 

Acceptance ot, having no Autho y Concern, he confented to receive a conditional Obli- 

S. 'Sbiarto^rAPProbatlou of ^ 

fe r“. SJ'r; aTcoSar ir^ 'S of rc daVaraV Narnra for dr. ro da. 

cide upon, m, r «r^r<i CCooies of which, for the more particular Information 

It it neceflary to endofe) that he left Ramporc before the 

of the iWrable Board, Inftant, no new ConW'fnces could of courfe be pro- 

PV[..:Trmn‘rrb“cfo;: „“ow''Xirbrh.m » data, mirra bn« far it ma, b. propa, to «». 
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t 4 y with the Requifition fo ftrenuoufly urged by Fyzoola Cawn, which becomes a Maucr of .njorc 
Moment, Qoce Mr. Barwell has been tnduc^ to pledge. His Faith for its_ being g'^atited.' ' 

•After expreiHng my entire Approbation of Mr. Siu^cU's ConduA in' His Ne^i’attons with Fy- 
zoola Cawn, I inuft fubmit to . the HanDOurablc Board the propriety of his Cfairn'toi’ fuch an'At- 
lowancc as may reiniburfe him the extra Charges he has neceffarily incurred in thO Exiecuiion of his 
CommilTion. • 

' I have, Ac. 

Lucknow, (Signed) N; Middleton 

30th April *778* Rcsi* *t the Viaier’s Court. 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, See. Sec, 

Sir, 

I did myfelf the Pleafure of addrefling you the 14th Inftant, to inform you of the Doubts and 
Sufpicions Fyzoola Cawn entertained, in regard to the Authenticity 6 f the Guarantee gfsmted by 
you on the Part of the Honourable Company, and witnefled ' by Mr. Chandler hnd inyfelfi-fincc 
this, I have had frequent Communication with him and his Minifters. By repeatedly e^tpoflng to 
them the Impoflibility of its being an Ad unauthorized by the Honourable Board, and pointing 
out to them, in the moft accurate Manner J was able, the wide Difference between the prefent 
Guarantee and the former Treaty merely witnefled by Colonel Champion, 1 have at length rettioved 
all Doubts and Sufpicions from the Mind of Fyzoola Cawn, and fully convinced him, that while 
he preferves every Article of his Treaty inviolate on his Part, hO will mett' With Protedton from 
the Honourable Company, in cafe any utijuft Attacks Ihould at any Time be made upon his 
Rights by the Vizier. — But notwithftanding Fyzoola Cawn profeffes himfclf perfcdly fatisfied, and 
thoroughly convinced of the Favour conferred on him by the Honourable Board by their ready 
Compliance with his earneft Solicitations, and of the Guarantee's being granted by their exprefs 
Dlrcdions, yet he informs me, his Subjeds, who attend to rhere Externals, will not believe his 
Solicitation for the Guarantee has met with Succefsi unlcfs they fee the adual Seal of the Ho- 
nourable Company aflixed to it } that therefore he requefls you will make Application for that Por- 
pofe to the Honourable Board, that when the Guarantee has been ratifled by them, he may re- 
ceive it, and return that which at prclent bears your Seal on their Parti As the Propriety of this 
Reqoeft fpokc for itfelf, I did not' fcrople to give him the moft poGtive Affurances of its being 
complied with. I told him, the Intent of the Guarantee was to remove all Dread from his Min^ 
which the Reports which had been circulated fo injurious to his Charadcr and good Faith, might 
have occafioned, and that therefore he might rely on the Guarantee’s being granted him in fuch 
Manner as was moft fatisfadory to himfelf, and moft' conducive to the Quiet and Welfare of his 
Gbuntry. Confiding in thefe Affurances, and convinced,*on mature Deliberation, of the Authenticity 
of the Guarantee, he has requefted 1 will publicly prefent him with it, and the Treaty renewed by 
the Vizier,^ that his Subjeds may no longer remain iii Sufpence as to his Continuance in his Do- 
minions. — Immediately 1 receive the Khclaut with which I am to inveft him On the Pari of the 
Vizier, I will deliver to him the Treaty and Guarantee in the moft public Manner, foas, ifpoflible, 
to create a full Belief in the Brcaft of all his Subjeds and Adherents, that the Company will pro- 
ted him as long as he ftridly adheres to the Letter of his Treaty, and that the Seal of the Ho- 
nourable Company is mere Matter of Form in the prefent Cafe, as yours on their Part is equally 
binding. I fhall be extremely careful in ading in fuch a Manner as to induce Fyzoola Cawn to 
Ihcw a Senfe of the Obligation he has received from bis Excellency. After I have compleated this, 
as no further Bufinefs will delay me here, I fhall return with all Haftc to my Station, unlefs I receive 
your Diredions to the contrary. 

I am, &c. 

R ampoor, (Signed) D. Barwell. 

17th' April 1778. 

• A true Copy. 

(Signed) Nath' Middleton. 

Res' at the Vizier’s Court, 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Sec. 

Sir, 

This Morning I prefented Fyzoola Cawn with the Treaty renewed by the Vizier, under thcHo- 
nourable Company’s Guarantee, together with the leparate Guarantee of the Honourable CompMiy« 
prefer ving all the Ceremony on the Occafion ncteffary to eftablifh firm Convidioo in the Minoi of 
all his Subjeds, of its bciiig an Ad fully authorized by the Englifh Government, which was now bc^ 
come bound to exad with Impartiality a ftrid OblerVance of each Article of the Trehty, both on 
the Vizier’s and ori his Parr. I eTcphrined td Fyzoola CaWn the Nature of a Trekty of Guarantee ift 
the fullcft Manner, that, fhould his pears of ^he Vizier ever bejuftified, he might hi led to'inAo his 
Appeal to the Honourable Company, rather than' to his own Strength i for that thejp Would ayer 
guard'his Rights from lafringement or Violation, fo long as his Duty and Allegiance to the Vixiw 
remained unimpeached. ■ 

■ Whert Pyibola Cawn had received from me the Treaty on the Part of the Viziar, and the Guaraii* 
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Hor^s,* MdTuck^'of '1'"'° Elephants and 

Hiitimy CpnOdcwpp. I wfirftWuftd th^Uc^ but “"y 

O^cafioni it v/as the invari^kL r ^ ^ Py^oola Cawn b urgmg to me, il»at opcM 

fJipp^cd, M H M bceo formerly thi afe!‘‘Il!d1ha”'mf& the prdc.u be 

linrr/til ro him in rk^ P»,«e k* c l- r7 . Kerulal ot It would carry an Appearance 

FoaSff iu^ced Jh^AcLn,^ conclude the Viaicr was dilfati.HL-dV on tins 

Slfdiid L S ir lTZ',f and proper; but the Realon tiut more Cpc- 

nS Jru K ’ ^ , **'® Elephants and Uorfes would not have been 

hrm» hif P ‘o accept, without this Addition. By the Defirc of 1- j zooU 

deHwM?i^ h ^ convenient Manner I am able, that 

you may deliver it n his Name to the Vizier, as a Pledge of his Duty and A llceiante. 

ey^JlTed^Jhe h?ahd?<f^f T I*'® ^ Subjeas, who were affcmbled, 
exprcllcd the highed Senfe of the Obligation conferred on him by the Honourable Board, by their 

ready intention to his Solicitation for the Gu.'irantec of the Honourable Company ; width, he (aid, by 
giving Perrnanency tq his t reaty, had fruftraicd the malicious Aim of his Enemies, who, by railing 
lalfe and uyurious Reports, had endeavoured by thefc Means to bring about his Ruin: That now; 
veure m his PoflclTions, he (hould not lulfer dip Whifpers and Infinuations of Malevolence to alarm 
hilp, bpr, relying erntircly on the jult and impartial Jntcrfcrencc of the Honourable Company in all 
Dilputes and Jcaloufics which might in future arife between him and the Vizier, he (hould moll feru- 
^loufly *dhere to the Letter of his Treaty, which would always entitle him to the Protedion of tiie 
H^ograble Company, in calc unjufl Attempts were at i^ny Time made to opprefs him : That hU 
whole Stgdy would now be to improve the Cultivation of his Country to the utmolf, as he was ccr« 
i;4in of enjoying t^c Fruits of his own Indullry and Labour without Molcllation, and that for thi« 
Benefit he regarded himfelf as inticbted to the Honourable Company, He then defired he might be 
permitted to make (bme Acknowledgments for the Obligation he received ; and offered me, as a 
T'eftimpny of his Gratitude, a Lack of Rupees for the Honourable Company, in the fame Manner 
as he had juft before done for the Vizier. 1 told him, that the Guarantee had been granted at his 
ipoft carpeft Requeft, with the free Confent of our Ally the Vizier, to difappomc the Malignity 
of thofe who, by circulating Reports prejudicial to his Charader and good Faith, wanted to create 
Differences between the Vizier and himfelf, and not with a View or Expedfation of the Honourable 
Company’s reaping any pecuniary Advantage thereby ; that I was not therefore empowered to accept 
of any Thing of the Nature, but that I would fignify his Intentions to you on this Point, who would 
immediately acquaint the Honourable Board with them ; and that in the mean While I would take an 
Obligation from him for the Amount, which would be returned the Inftant the Honourable Board 
had intimated to you their Refufal or Acceptance of it. • 1 inclofe you the Obligation. You will be 
pleafed to inform the Honourable Board of this Offer made by Fyzoola Cawn. 

I herewith enclofe you the Treaty given on the Part of Fyzoola Cawn, formally and publicly lealed 
by him, and attefted by Two of the principal People of his Court, and myfclf. 

Having now fulfilled the inveftigation and Negociation with which you cnchargcd me, on the Part 
of the Vizier and Honourable Company, and not having received any further Diredions from you 
that render my Stay, at the Capital of Fyzoola Cawn nccclTiiry, I fball take my Departure from it 1 o- 
morrow or next Day. 

When you addrefs the Honourable Board, I muft requeft, if my Conduft from the Bcginniii|.T to 
the Conclufion of this Negociation has been fuch as to gain your Approbation, ypu will ii;.Miuy.is 
rhuch to them, and at the fame Time defirc to be informed whal Allowance they will be plealed to 
make me. The unavoidable Expence I have been put to in travelling, in Tents, and prcfervii.jr that 
Confequence nccefiary to give Weight to my Miflion, calculated upon the narroweft Se.ile, arnooms 
from Ten to Twelve thoqfand Rupees. Whether, Mipon your Reprefentation, the Honourable Board 
will be pleafed fully tq rcimbiirfe rue for this Expence, incurred in the Execution of my public Com- 
miffion, or nor, I flatter myfclf my Conduft, through the Whole of it, will meet with their Appro- 
bation, and render me worthy their Attention. 


A true Copy. 
(Signed) 


1 am, See, 

(Signed) Dan' Barwell, 

Nath* Middleton, 

Rcfident at the, Vizier's Court. 


QovcFnMQeneral— t move, That in Reply to this Letter, the Board do exprefs their Approbation 
, ftf Cbe Treaty, and of the Conduft of Mr. D. Barwell ; that wc authorize Mr. Middleton to accept 
' chqdiffer made by Fyzoola Cawn, to the Company, of One Lack of Rupees ; that a Letter be written 
tO'Fyooola Cawn,. from myfclf, confirming the QWigationiof the Cfwnpany as Guarantee to the Treaty 
ftMlned betvwa him and the Vizier, which will bf equivalent in its Effeft, though not in form, co aa 
Engagement fent him with the Company’s Seal affixed to it ; and that Mr. Daniel Bar well be dircfkcd 
•0 lay ttefoiw the Boaid; through Mr. Midi^lctop,. an Account of hia Expcnces. 

Mr. WhelerMM.! aflenc, . . .. r. - . « . 

} Mf. Frmcis-*^! adhere to the Opinion I have abtad]^ cxprcflfcd of thia Tranfat^iDii, but i h4VQ 
■othiRg 'to to Mr, p. Batwell's CondoA in it. 1 think our accepting of the Lack of Rupees, 

«a « RecotnpeiscaforouP iaierpofition, is bencaffi the Dignity of tb» Govorameot, and wUl.dilcfcdis 
: Com. Rtr. VIII. H ua 
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Its in the Eyes of the Indian Powers. If the Meafure was right, it became us to adopt it without fudi 
a ConHderation. i agree to the propofed Letter to Fyzoola Cawn. 

Mr. Barwell — I cannot regard the Compliment offered by Fyzoola Cawn in the Light in which 
Mr. Francis is plcafed to view it. 1 do not think we can, with Propriety, decline beo«6tting the 
Company on the prefent Occalioh. It is hot beneath the Dignity of the Vizier of the Empire to 
receive a (imilar Compliment ; and the Relation in which the Company ftand to him, if the Offer of 
Fyzoola Cawn was refufed by this Government, might afford Matter for Speculation. By the Cuftoms 
of India, the Refufal might here be regarded as a Mark of Indifpofition on our Government to 
Fyzoola Cawn, and in Europe it might be interpreted a Lofs to the Company for the Benefit of fome 
Individuals. I am therefore for accepting the Prefent on Behalf of the Public, and agree to the reft 
of the Governor General’s Propofitions. 

Agreed to the Governor General’s Propofitions. 


Extraft of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 20th March 1778. 

We formerly reported to you the Sufpicions which were fuggefted to us by Mr. Middleton as 
harboured by the Nabob, of difloyal Intentions to his Government in Fyzoola- Cawn, a KoLlla 
Chief, whofe Country was confirmed to him by a Treaty with the late Vizier. Some late Occur- 
rences having impreffed thefe Fads more ftrongly in the current Opinion, and Fyzoola Cawn, aware 
of the little Dependence to be placed on the Nabob’s Juftice, from the numerous Inftances he had 
heard of his arbitrary and oppreflive Condu.Sf to other Jaghierdars, folicited Mr. Middleton^ Inter- 
ceffion to obtain the Company’s Guarantee to his Treaty. This Overture afforded Mr. Middleton 
a good Opportunity, as he thought, of difeovering the Truth of the Reports circulated againft that 
cSef, and therefore induced him to depute Mr. Daniel Oiftavus Barwell, who was on a Vifit to him 
at Lucknow, to Fyzoola Cawn, to afeertain the Fa 61 s, and to inquire into his prefent Views in de- 
firing our Guarantee. In the mean Time, Mr, Middleton has applied to us for Orderi, and we have 
authorized him to comply with the Requeff of Fyzoola Cawn, if it (hall be agreeable to the Nabob. 
We beg Leave to refer you to our Proceedings for the Minutes entered on this OccaGon. 


ExtraA of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 25th May 1778. 

We have before informed you, that in Compliance with the particular Solicitations of the Nabob 
Fyzoola Cawn, we impowered the Refident at Oude to grant the Company’s Guarantee to the 
Treaty fubfifting between the Vizier and that Chief. The Vizier having readily confented to this. 
Meafure, and accordingly renewed the Treaty which had been concluded with his Father, the 
Guarantee of Mr. Middleton, on the Part of this Government, has been affixed to it. Mr. Daniel- 
Oftavus Barwell, who was deputed to Fyzoola Cawn by the Refident on this Service, as well as to 
make local Enquiries into the Truth of Reports which had prevailed to the Prejudice of the Fidelity 
of that Chief, has reported them to have been raifed entirely without Foundation. 
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Extra^ of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 28th Decemiber 1778, 

J^ECEIVED the follow'ing Letters from Mr. Middleton: • 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Upon the firft Information I received of a Rupture with France, it occurred to me that a favour- 
able Opportunity now prefented itfelf to the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, to teftify the grateful &nie 
which he had fo repeatedly declared he entertained of the Honourable Board’s Indulgence to him in- 

f uaranteeing his Treaty with the Vizier; and having indireAly founded his Inclinations, 1 hai^ the 
atisfaffion to find a Promptnefs in him to render the Company any Affiftance within the Bounds of 
his Finances and Ability, even furpaffing my own Expeffations. I could not therefore, conGftenc 
with the Duty I owe you and my Honourable Employers, negleft what appeared to me fo favourable 
an Occafion of extending the Influence of the Company, and in fome Meafure ftrengthenlng the 
Ties by which they hold their valuable Pofleflions in India. Knowing, or at leaft believing, that e 
refpeffable Corps of Cavalry has long been an Objed of your Attention, as the only Additioq 
wanting to compleat your Military Eftablilbment in every Eflential, I fuggefted to Fyzoola Cawn 
the Loan of. Two thoufand Horfe, to ferve the Company in fuch Manner as the Honourable. Board 
5 . might 
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S’ And it is with that Dcpee 
Comoariv that I now aconainf ^ ^ k” promote the Intcccfts and Security of the 

ance^ l^oefted to hirn^ anri ?k*^ ^ received from Fyzoola Cawn, a formal Offer of the Affilt- 
m^Part^rn^at^ wirK ?k iv‘ """r '•PP*""* Reluctance, or the Tmidleft Efforts oil 

mv Pmnorr* Honourable Company, to influence his Condudl. In- 

1’ Medium of his Vaclteel at this Court, with an apparent 

a” pleafed, but highly flattered with the Idea of fo clofe 

^ neceffariiy eftablilh between him and the 

Cot^oy i and I anrt jwrfuadcd he will chcarfully accede to any Stipulations or Arrangements which 
the Board may be pieced to prefcribe for the Regulation of this Corps, io as to make it eflcaually 
aofwer the Purpofe it is meant to ferve. 

1 do myfelf Pleafure to enclofe to the Honourable Board, a Copy of the l.etter I received 
Fyzoola Cawn; andluve alfo, by this Dawk, forwarded one from him to the Governor 
General) on the fame Subjen : And 1 have only further to add, that what is now offered to the 
Conuderttion ot the Board, is only the Outlines of a Meafure, which it is left to them to bring 
to Perfection, by fuch Amendments or Alterations as to their Wddom (hall feem meet. 

It will aflRsrd me particular Satisfaflion to find that my Com^udb )n this Negociation has met 
the Approbation of the Honourable Board j in which Hope I I'ubfcribe my(clf° 


Lucknow, 

the 5th December 1778. 


With the higheft Refpeft, &<•. &c. 

(Signed) Nathaniel Middleton, 

Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court. 


Agreed, That the Oflfer of Fyzoola Cawn, to entertain a Body of Two thoufSnd Cavalry fof 
the Ufe of the Company, be accepted ■, and that he be requefted to hold them in Readinefs for any 
Service that may be required •, and that the Thanks of the Board be returned to him for this 
Mark oi bis faithful Attachment to the Company. 

The Governor General is accordingly requeited to write to Fyzoola Cawn. 
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